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Name. 


Addy,  G.  A.  R,  M.D..   , 
Alexander,  Rev.  Finlow  . 

Allen,  Sir  John  C 

AUen,  A.  W 

Allen,  John 

Allison,  Joseph 

Anderson,  Andrew  L . . . , 

Angus,  Robert 

Archibald,  Chas 

Archibald,  C.  B 

Armstrong,  John  N    — 


Bain,  George  D 

Bamaby,  J.  N.,  M.D.. 

Beach,  W.  G 

Beckwith,  Harry 

Beckwith,  Chas.  W.   . 

Beer,  F.  H 

Bell,  Andrew  M  

Bentley,  C.  E 

Bertram,  A.  G 

Bigelow,  J.  E 

Binney,  J.  W 

Blanchard,  E.  S.,  M.D. 

Bligh,  Howard 

Bond,  John 

Borden,  Robert  A 

Breen,  Philip. 


Residence. 


St.  John 

Fredericton 
do 

St  John 

Gharlottetown . 

St.  John 

Gow  Bay 

Gharlottetown 

Gow  Bay 

Truro 

North  Sydney  . 

St.  John 

Ohio,  N.B 

New  Glasgow. . 
Fredericton  . . . 

do 
'  Gharlottetown 

Halifax 

Truro 

North  Sydney  . 

Truro  

Moncton  ...   . . 
Gharlottetown  . 

Halifax 

St  John 

Moncton. 

St.  Stephen    . . 


St  John 

Fredericton     

do  

St  John 

Gharlottetown  ....*. 

St  John 

North  Sydney 

Gharlottetown 

North  Sydney 

Truro 

North  Sydney 


Place  where  Evidence 
taken. 


St.  John 

Yarmouth 

Truro 

Fredericton  ... 

do 
Gharlottetown . 

Halifax 

Truro. 

North  Sydney  . 

Truro 

Moncton 

Gharlottetown . 

Halifax 

St  John 

Moncton 

St  Stephen.... 
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437 
612 
594 
360 
792 
358 
201 
803 
167 
280 
173 

404 
332 
301 
562 
568 
858 
231 
289 
192 
266-286 
683 
816 
150 
455 
748 
552 
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Name. 


Brewer,  Rev.  W.  W . .     .    / 

Briand,  L.  T 

Brigstocke,  Rev.  F.  H.  J 

BrcAvn,  Rich.  H 

Bryant,  C.  H 

Buhner,  John  T 

BurriU,  James 

Burrill,  Jos.,  jun 

CahUl,  Walter  

Npameron,  Chas. 

Campbell,  Greorge 

Carleton,  J.  L 

Chipman,  J.  S.  De Wolfe 

Clarke,  Jas.  M 

Clarke,  W.  W 

Clements,  E.  F 

Clish,  O 

Coffin,  Rev.  J.  S 

Coming,  W    

Cotter,  Garrett 

Courtney,  Right  Rev.  Fred.,  D.D.. 

Cowan,  Agnes  D.. 

Crabbe,  S.  W 

Ciaig,  Wm 

Crawford,  G.  R.  J.,  M.D 

CriUey,  Daniel 

Crosby,  T.  B 

Crowell,  Rev.  E 

Cummings,  D.  R 

Currie,  James 

Dane,  T 

Da  vies,  Benj 

Davis,  G.  A 

Davison,  H.  M 

Dawson,  W.  E 


Residence. 


Charlottetown  . 

Halifax 

St.  John 

Sydney  Mines  . 

Yarmouth 

Halifax 

Yarmouth 

do   .        .. 


Sackville 

Charlottetown  . 

Truro    

St.  John 

St.  Stephen     . 

St.  George 

St.  John 

Yarmouth 

Truro  

Windsor . 

Chegoggin...   . 

Halifax 

do       

St.  John 

Charlottetown  . 

Truro 

St.  John 


Place  where  Evidence 
taken. 


Charlottetown 

Halifax 

St.  John 

North  Sydney 

Yarmouth 

Halifax 

Yarmouth 

db        


I 


Moncton 

Charlottetown  . 

Truro 

St.  John 

St.  Stephen . . . . 
do 

St.  John 

Yarmouth 

Truro 

Halifax 

Yarmouth 

Halifax 

do      

St.  John 

Charlottetown . 

Truro 

St.  John 


St  Stephen St.  Stephen. 


Yarmouth 

Barrington,-N.S. . . 

Yarmouth 

Charlottetown 

Port  Maitland 

Charlottetown 


Yarmouth..  . .. 

do        ..   .. 

do        

Charlottetown . 


Yannouth 

Charlottetown 


St.  John St.  John. 


Page. 


Charlottetown . 
do 


Charlottetown . 
do 


875 
132 
492 
181 
341 
151 
305 
343 

712 
788 
296 
447 
519 
548 
490 
347 
252 
226 
328 
20 
102 
449 
885-892 
260 
478 
515 
339 
343 
315 
864 

322 

807 
363 
786 
828 
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Name. 


Dennis,  Wm 

I>ewar,  John 

Dickey,  David  G.  . 
Dobeon,  Geo.  H..  .. 
Dodds,  Hon.  T.  W. 
Dwyer,  D.  T 


Kdereoomb,  A.  G . 
Ewan,  G.  A 


Fairweather.  C.  H  

Farrish,  G.  W.  T.,  M.D. 

Finn,  M.  A 

Fisher,  Rev.  C.  G 

Fitzgerald,  Rowan  R.     . 

Fleming,  James  W 

Forin,  Martin  J 

Foster,  Chas 

Fraser,  Hon.  J.  J 

Fraser,  Rev.  D.  S 

Frost,  Sarah  C 

FuUer,  A.,  U.D  

Fulton,  Ed 

Gardner,  C.  C 

Gardner,  H 

Gates,  W.J 

(layton,  A 

Cjeggie,  Rev.  A.  L 

George,  D.  F 

Gibeon,  Alexander 

Gilbert,  Geo.  D 

GiUis,  John  F.,  M.!)..   .. 

GofF,  Tho» 

Gordon,  Wm 

Croudy,  H 

Gourley,  Ja« 


Residence. 


Halifax 

St.  George,  N.B.. 
St.  David,  N.B. 
North  Sydney .  . . . 
Charlottetown . . . 
St.  Stephen 


Place  where  Evidence 
taken. 


Fredericton . 
Yarmouth . . 


St.  John.* 

Yarmouth 

St.  John 

Pownal,  P.E.I        . 

Charlottetown  

Halifax 

North  Sydney . . 

Moncton 

Fredericton 

Stewiacke,  N.S 

St.  John 

Yarmouth j  Yarmouth 

Bass  River,  N.S iTruro 


Halifax  

St.  Stephen 

do        

North  Sydney    

Charlottetown 

St.  Stephen 


Fredericton 
Yarmouth . . 


St.  John 

Yarmouth. .    . 

St.  John 

Charlottetown . 
do 

Halifax 

North  Sydney . 

Moncton 

Fredericton  . . . 

Truro 

St.  John 


Charlottetown  <  Charlottetown . 


Yarmouth ;  Yarmouth 


Halifax 

Yarmouth 

Truro 

Fredericton 

Marysville,  N.B. 
RothBay,N.B.... 

Summerside 

do 

Halifax 

Yarmouth 

Summerside 


I 

HaUfax 

Yarmouth..  . 

Truro 

Fredericton  . 

do 

St.  John  . . . 
Summerside. 

do 

Halifax 

Yarmouth . . 
Summerside . 
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31 

546 
543 
208 
848 
542 

.57G 
350 

420 
330 
417 
797-871 
768 
223 
203 
687 
595 
262 
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331 
278 

851 
324 
237 
345 
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444 
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931 
94 
318 
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Graham,  Harvey 

Graham,  Henry , 

Graham.  W.W 

Grant,  A.,  M.P.P 

Grant,  Rev.  E.  J 

Greene,  W.  F 

Gregory,  J.  F 

Gregory,  G.  F 

Hague,  Rev.  Dyson. . . . 
Hamilton,  R.  S.  C.   .   . 

Hannay,  Jas 

Hanning^n,  A.  H 

Harding,  Jas.  A 

Harg^vee,  Jas 

Hatfield,  J.  K 

Haviland,  Hon.  T.  C  . . 
Hawthorne,  John  B.   . 

Hawke,  John  T 

Henderson,  Greo.  A  . . . 
Hensley,  Hon.  Jos  . . . 

HiU,  Thoe.  C      

Hilton,  N 

Hinson,  Rev.  W.  B.... 

Hirschberg,  H.  M 

Hodgson,  Hon.  E.  J.   . 

Hogan,  M.  P 

Holden,  Chaa.,  M.D... 

Holmes,  J.  W 

Howe,  Wm.  T 

Hudson,  John  P 

Hunt,  Richd 

Ingram,  John  W 

Irvine,  H.  M 

Jack,  Edward 


Ferona,  N.S iTruro 


St.  Stephen 

MiUtown,  N.B  . 
Stellarton,  N.S. 
Sussex,  N.B... . 

Truro 

St.  John 

Fredericton . .    . . 


St.  Stephen  . 
do 

Truro 

St.  John.... 

Truro 

St.  John.  . .. 
Fredericton . 


Halifax Halifax 

Valley  Station.  N.S.   . . .  Truro 

St.  John St  John 

do        do      

do       do        

do       do       . . 

Yarmouth .* Yarmouth   .   . . 

Charlottetown    Charlottetown 

Fredericton Fredericton 

Moncton Moncton    

St.  John St.  John 

Charlottetown  . .       ....  Charlottetown  . 

Sydney Sydney 

Yarmouth Yarmouth 

Moncton Moncton 

Toronto,  Ont Halifax 

Charlottetown    Charlottetown 

do  do 

St.  John. St.  John  .   . .    . 

Yarmouth Yarmouth 

Stanley,  N.  B Fredericton  . . . 

Brooklyn,  U.S.A i         do 

Summerside ISummerside  .    . 


North  Sydney 

Grenville  Valley,  N.S. 

Fredericton 


North  Sydney  . 
Yarmouth 


Fredericto 


287 
501 
562 
291 
382 
294 
389 
588 

10 
304 
480 
407 
353 
378 
335 
755 
641 
743 
.^0 
822 
195 
.'t09 
722 

99 
778 
872 
440 
327 
605 
668 
900 

219 
335 

645 
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Name. 


Jack,  I.  A 

Jardine,  A.  C 

Johnson,  G.  W. . 
Johnston,  John . . . 
Jones,  Arcaldy... 
Jones,  Hon.  T.  R 


Keefe,  Michael  E.. 

KeUy,  E.  K.,  M.D 

Kelly,  James  W.,  M.U 

Kelly,  John 

Kelly,  John 

Kingdon,  Right  Rev.  H.  T. 
Knodel,G.  A 


Lathem,  Rev.  John,  D.D. 

Lawrance,  H.  T 

LeMont,  M ■ . 

Lithgow,  Jas.  R 

Longaid,  Chas  


Macdonald,  Roderick 

Mackenzie,  Hoh.  A.  B . . . 
Mackasey,  John  A .    . .    . 

McAulay,  D 

Mc  Auley,  B.  A 

McAllister,  Weston .... 

McAulay,  Rev.  A 

McCurdy,  J 

McCallum,  A.  J 

McCallum,  W.  D 

McClure,  F 

McGlure,  Joseph  R 

McCready,  J.  W 

McCully,  Frank  E 

McCormack,  John 

McDongall   CD 


St.  John 

do      

Yarmouth 

Bridgeport,  N.S  . 
St.  John 

do      


Residence. 


Halifax 

Yarmouth 

St.  Stephen.... 
Charlottetown . 

St.  John 

Fredericton . . . 
St.  John 


Halifax.... 

Truro    

Fredericton  . 

Halifax 

do      . . . . 


do    

Charlottetown 

Halifax 

Little  Glace  Bay,  N.S. 

St.  John 

Calais,  U.S.A 

Charlottetown 

Clifton,  N.S 

Yarmouth 

Truro 

Truro 

St  Stephen 

Fredericton     

Moncton. 

Woodstock 

Halifax 


St.  John  

do       .... 
Yarmouth    . . . 
North  Sydney  . 
St.  John 

do      


Place  where  Evidence 
taken. 


Halifax 

Yarmouth 

St.  Stephen  .. 
Charlottetown . 
St.  John  ..  . 
Fredericton  . . . 
St.  John 


Halifax. 

Truro 

Fredericton 

Halifax 

do        ... 


do      

Charlottetown . 

Halifax 

North  Sydney  . 

St.  John 

St.  Stephen . . . 
Charlottetown  . 

Truro 

Yarmouth 

Truro 

Truro 

St.  Stephen... 

Fredericton 

Moncton. ... 

Fredericton 

Halifax 


Page. 


367 
464 
338 
190 
462 
432 

59 
331 
645 

855 
428 
598 
463 

3 

296 

613 

222 

71 

121 
838 

43 
206 
381 
527 
881 
295 
320 
293 
256 
524 
683 
729 
679 

83 
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Name. 


McDuuald,  Jas.  R  . .   . 
McDonald,  Rev.  John. 

McDougall,  E 

McGoldrick,  John  

McIntoBh,  Rev.  W  . . . . 

McKenzie,  Wm    

McKay,  J.  H.,  M.D.. 

McKenzie,  John 

McKinnon,  Alex. . . . 
McLean.  J.  W.,  M.D. 

McMuUen,  T.  G 

McQiiarrie,  Neil 

Marshall,  J.  R 

Marsh,  J.  L 

Meahan,  Rev.  H.  A  . . . 
Milsom,  Tho8.,  M.D... 

Miller,  Rev.  E.  D 

Motion,  Robert 

Morrison,  John  A.,  jun 
Montgomery,  Rev.  H . . 

Morris,  Thos 

Murray,  W 

Murray,  R 

Murray,  Rev.  I.,  D.D.. 
Murray,  S.  B 

Nash,  S.  C 

Newbery,  A 

Naylor,  J    

O'Brien,  Hugh 

O'Brien,  Joseph 

01and,G.  F 

Pelton,  S.  H.,Q.C  ..   . 

Perron,  A.,  M.D 

Peters,  Thos,  W 


Residence. 


Place  where  Evidence 
taken. 


Page. 


Cow  Bay 

Miscouche,  P.E.1 
Charlottetown  . . . 

St.  John 

Yarmouth 

Dartmouth 

Truro 

Monoton 

Charlottetown    . . 
North  Sydney  . . . 

Truro 

Summerside  .    ... 

St.  John 

Fredericton 

Moncton . 

Dartmouth 

Yarmouth 

Halifax 

Fredericton 

Spring  HiU,N.B. 
Charlottetown  . . . 

Halifax 

do        

North  Sydney    . 
Yarmouth 

Charlottetown   . . 
do             ,: 
Halifax 

Fredericton    .   . . 

St.  John 

Dartmouth 

Yarmouth 

do        

St.  John 


North  Sydney  . 
Summerside  . . . 
Charlottetown  . 

St  John  

Yarmouth 

Halifax 

Truro    

Moncton 

Charlottetown  . 
North  Sydney. . 

Truro 

Summerside    . . 

St  John 

Fredericton 

Moncton 

Halifax      

Yarmouth 

Halifax 

Fredericton . . . . 

do 
Charlottetown  . 
Halifax     .     .    . 

do      

North  Sydney. . 
Yarmouth 


Charlottetown  . 

do 
Halifax 


Fredericton. 
St  John.... 
Halifax 


Yarmt-uth . 

do 
St  John... 


206 
953 
886 
458 
348 

28 
273 
704 
895 
185 
302 
923 
401 
630 
720 
234 
346 

61 
615 
649 
886 
114 
235 
210 
314 

810 

827 
238 

665 

461 

25 

318 
328 

486 
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Name. 


Pickford,  Robt  . . 
Pickering,  W.  F. 

Pitta,  H.  H 

Pottinger,  D 

Purvis,  W 


Queen,  Wm. 
Quirk,  J  .    . . 


RandaU,  W.  C,  M.D. 
Rayinond,  Rev.  W.  O. 

Raymond,  T.  P 

Rankine,  John 

Rainsford,  H,  B 

Reid,  D.  W.  B  

Raid,  A.  P.,  M.D 

Reddy,  Jas 

Reddin,  Jas.  U 

Rigby,  C.  H 

Richards,  C.  C 

Ritchie,  H 

Ritchie,  Robt.  J 

Risteen,  Ja«.  C 

Rogeni,  B.  D 

Rogers,  W.  H 

Robertson,  Geo 

Rawlings,  Richard 

Robinson,  W.  R 

Rounds,  Hon.  C.  B  — 
Rowley,  Alfred 


Residence. 


Halifax     

do  

Fredericton     

Moncton. 

North  Sydney    

Woodstock,  N.B  . 
Charlottetown    


Place  where  Evidence 
taken. 


Yarmouth   

St.  John 

do      

do       

Fredericton 

Halifax 

do      

FairvUle,  N.  B  

Charlottetown 

Little  Glace  Bay,  N.S, . . 

Yarmouth 

New  Glasgow 

St.  John 

Fredericton     

Stellarton,  N.S 


Halifax 

do       

Fredericton . . . 

Moncton 

North  Sydney. 


Fredericton 

Charlottetown  . 


Yarmouth 

St.  John 

do      

do      

Fredericton 

Halifax 

do       

St.  John 

Charlottetown  . 
North  Sydney. . 

Yarmouth 

Truro  

St.  John 

Fredericton  . . . . 
Truro 


Amherst,  N.S 

St.  John 

do      

Newcastle,  N.B. 

Calais,  U.S.  A 

Marysville,  N.B 


I 


Roberts,  Rev.  Geo.  G 'Fredericton  . 


Robb,  Geo.  J Moncton. 

Rogers,  David,  M.P.P 'Summerside 

I 
Aogers,  Benj.,  Hon i Alberton,  P. E.l 


do     

St.  John 

do      

St.  John 

St.  Stephen. . . . 
Fredericton  . 

do 

Moncton 

Summerside  . . . 

do 


Ross,  Jas.,  Hon. 

Ryan,  J.  B 

21— B 


Mount  Stewart,  P.E.I. . .  Charlottetown  . 
Halifax iHalifax 


Page. 


% 
244 
618 
726 
161 

660  6<i7 

897 

333 
424 
451 
494 
642 

15 
lOfi 
395 
801 
186 
323 
290 
373 
681 
283 
269 
415 
458 
466 
532 
651 
658 
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Name. 


Residence. 


Ryerson,  S.  M [Yarmouth  . 


Saunders,  W.  S iHalifax 


Saunders,  Rev.  E.  M.,  D.D.   

Saunders,  CD 


do 

Summerside 


Sewell,  B    ! Spring  Hill,  N.B 

Shaw,  A I  Yarmouth 

Simonson,  E.  C Tusket,  N.S 

Charlottetown  . . . 

St.  Martins,  N.B. 


Simpion,  Rev.  Jas 

Skillen,  W.  A 

Smith,  A.  Chipman % St.  John. . . 

Snook,  J.  .1      .   Ti-uro 

Stairs,  W.  J Halifax. . . . 

Stems,  W.  H Dartmouth, 

Stanford,  C.  E Trur.3 

Stoneman,  A.  F 

Street,  T.  H 

Stockton,  A.  A.,  M.P.P 

Steeves,  J.  P.,  M.D 

Sturdee,  Hy.  L ...    

Street,  Alfred  F 

Steadman,  Jas.,  Hon 

Sterling,  A.  A 

Stewart,  Rev.  Chaa.,  D.D ... 

Strong,  Chas.,  W 

Strong,  Wm.  G 


St.  John... 


Taylor,  Jas.  G 

Thomas,  D.  J iTruro 

ITiomas,  Albert  D iFredericton    .   . . 

Thomas,  G.  P iMoncton 


Titcombe,  Rev.  J.  C Fairville,  N.B  . 

Tilley,  Sir  Leonard Fredericton  . . . 

Townsend,  S.  B Montreal 

Travers,  Boyle,  M.D St.  John 

Treuaman,  Hy Halifax. .    . . 
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Van  Wart,  J.  A   . 
Van  Dyne,  Dowe . 


Fredericton 
do 
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Vroom,  Jas  St.  Stephen . 

Vroom,  Chas.  H do 


Walker,  Thos.,  M.D 

Wetmore,  E.  J 

Weldon,  C.  W.,  Q.C. 

White,  O.B 

White,  Rev.  G.  N  . . 

Whiston,  Mrs.  M 

Wiggins,  Rev.  W.  B 
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Wright,  M.  H 
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HOYAL    COMMISSION   > 


ON   THE 


LIQUOR     TRA.T^FIO 


MINUTES  OF  KVIDENCE. 

NOVA   SCOTIA. 

HALIFAX,  July  25th,  1892. 

The  Royal  Comuiission  on  the  Liquor  Traffic  opened  its  sittings  in  the  Council 
Chamber  in  this  city  on  this  day,  at  1 1  a.m. 

Present : 

Sir  Joseph  Hickson,  Chairman.         His  Honour  Judge  McDonald. 
Mr.  E.  F.  Clarke,  M.P.P.  Rev.  Jos.  McLeod,  D.D. 

The  secretary  (Mr.  P.  Monaghan)  read  the  commission. 

The  chairman,  in  opening  the  proceedings,  said  :  Ladies  and  gentlemen,  the 
Commissioners  some  time  ago  determined  to  commence  their  public  sittings  in  the  city 
of  Halifax,  and  after  going  through  the  Lower  Provinces,  to  proceed  westward.  The 
Commissioners  are  here  to-day  to  open  the  public  inquiry  into  the  matters  they  are 
charged  to  investigate,  and  they  hope  that  all  who  are  interested  and  who  can  give  in- 
formation of  importance,  will  voluntarily  come  forwani  and  do  so.  I  have  to  observe 
that,  where  witnesses  dasire  to  quote  statistics  and  to  give  somewhat  voluminous  infor- 
mation, it  will  facilitate  the  work  of  the  Commission  if  they  will  send  particulars  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Commission  beforehand.  We  are  now  ready  to  take  the  evidence 
of  any  one  who.may  desire  to  give  testimony  on  the  matters  covered  by  the  Commission. 

Mr.  F.  S.  SPENCE  :  Sir  Joseph  Hickson  and  gentlemen  of  tlie  Commission  :  I 
have  been  requested  by  the  Dominion  Alliance  for  the  Total  Suppression  of  the  Liquor 
Traffic — the  organization  at  whose  request  there  was  first  intnxluced  into  the  Dominion 
Parliament  the  matter  which  led  to  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  requesting  the 
appointment  of  this  Commission — to  appear  before  you,  Sir  Joseph,  and  jyour  fellow- 
commissioners,  to  represent  the  advocates  of  total  prohibition,  in  so  far  as  you  may 
permit.  I  request  the  privilege  of  addressing  the  Commission  from  time  to  time,  as  it 
may  seem  to  me  to  be  necessary,  of  submitting  questions  to  witnesnes  who  may  come 
before  you  to  give  evidence,  and  of  being  permitted  to  issue  subpoenas  to  witnesses 
whose  attendance  may  be  absolutely  necessary.  I  request  that  the  CommLssion  will 
grant  the  e  favours,  in  order  that  I  may  carry  out,  as  far  as  possible,  tlie  views  of 
the  organiziition  I  represent. 
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Mr.  L.  p.  KRIBS  :  Sir  Joseph  Hickson  and  Gentlemen  :  I  am  here  under  instruc- 
tions from  the  Liquor  Trade,  the  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  liquor,  to  represent 
their  side  of  the  question.  I  ask  similar  privileges — if  they  are  to  be.  allowed — to  those 
requested  by  Mr.  Spence.  If  you  will  permit  me,  I  may  point  out  that  the  usual  course 
adopted  by  Royal  Commissions  is  to  allow  counsel,  whether  learned  in  the  law  or  not, 
to  appear  and  represent  the  different  interests  in  the  case.  I  will  only  quote  one 
instance — not  to  weary  the  Commission — ^nd  that  is  the  procedure  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission, which  sat  at  Quebec  last  fall,  composed  of  Judges  Jett^  Baby  and  Davidson. 
The  procedure  was  this :  The  witnesses  summoned  by  the  Commission  were  examined 
by  a  member  of  the  Commission,  the  right  of  cross-examination  being  allowed  to  counsel ; 
while  witnesses  summoned  by  counsel  were  examined  by  the  counsel,  the  Commissioners 
cross-examining,  if  they  so  desired. 

Mr.  J.  F.  L.  PARSONS,  barrister :  May  it  please  the  Commission :  I  am  retained  by 
the  Grand  Division  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance  of  Nova  Scotia,  a  body  corporate,  to  appear 
on  their  behalf  during  this  investigation.  I  may  state  that  there  are  some  men  who, 
by  reason  of  occupying  official  positions  in  this  city,  and  numbers  in  other  parts  of 
Nova  Scotia,  might  not  be  willing  to  come  forward  and  give  their  testimony  voluntarily 
on  either  side,  feeling  that  they  might  be  accused  by  either  party  of  being  interested  or 
of  being  partisans.  I  feel  it  would  be  desirable  that  I  should  have  the  privilege  of 
issuing  subpoenas  in  order  to  secure  the  evidence  of  these  parties,  and  as  I  heard  that 
this  was  the  first  place  where  the  Commission  would  meet,  I  took  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity of  addressing  the  Commission  through  its  Secretary,  giving  him  the  names  and 
addresses  of  some  of  the  persons  whom  I  thought  it  would  be  very  desirable  to  have 
here — men  who  could  give  facts  and  figures  bearing  on  this  question — and  asking  him 
to  summon  them.  I  did  not  feel  that  I  could  issue  subpoenas  in  these  cases  through  the 
Supreme  Court,  but  only  through  your  court,  and  I  now  ask  the  privilege  of  issuing 
subpoenas.  It  is  necessary  in  the  interests  of  truth  and  to  get  at  the  facts  that  we 
should  have  certain  officials  here,  and  I  think  it  would  be  impossible  to  secure  these 
officials  if  they  were  left  to  come  here  of  their  own  accord — men  who  hold  various  views 
perhaps,  from  the  extreme  on  one  side  to  the  extreme  on  the  other,  and  being  public 
officers,  it  is  unpleasant  for  them  to  come  and  volunteer  their  testimony. 

The  Commissioners  retired. 

On  the  Commissioners  returning  into  the  Chamber, 

Thb  chairman  said :  The  Commissioners  havecaref  ully  considered  the  applications 
made  to  them,  and  I  may  say  that  all  the  subjects  mentioned  have  previously  had  some 
consideration.  They  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  hear  advo- 
cates on  any  phase  of  the  matters  they  are  called  upon  to  investigate.  They  are  pre- 
pared to  hear  any  witnesses  who  may  present  themselves,  and  they  are  prepared  to  con- 
sider the  question  of  issuing  subpoenas  for  witnesses  whose  names  may  be  submitted  to 
the  Commission.  They  are  also  prepared  to  consider  any  questions  suggested  by  any 
one  interested  in  the  inquiry,  if  they  are  handed  to  the  Commission.  I  think  that 
probably  covers  the  ground.  I  have  already  stated  that  the  Commissioners  are  ready  to 
hear  the  evidence  of  any  witnesses  who  present  themselves  to  be  examined,  and  I  think 
that  leaves  all  parties  open  to  present  their  witnesses.  And,  further,  if  names  of  wit- 
nesses are  sent  to  the  Commission,  they  will  determine  whether  it  is  advisable  to  summon 
Mr.  F.  S.  Spence. 
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them  or  not. '  Probably  in  most  cases  it  would  be  considered  desirable  to  do  so,  but  that 
must  1)6  determined  by  the  Commission  after  consideration.  I  ^have  only  to  mention 
that  a  member  of  the  Commission  is  absent  through  some  misunderstanding  of  the  rail- 
way arrangements,  or  other  unexpected  cause,  but  he  will  be  here  to-night — I  refer  to 
Mr.  Gigault.  *  If  there  are  any  witnesses  who  desire  to  give  evidence,  the  Commission 
will  now  be  glad  to  hear  them.  Of  course,  any  one  deeply  interested  in  the  question 
and  prepare  with  facts  -connected  with  it,  as  you  youi-self,  Mr.  Parsons,  or  Mr.  Kribs, 
or  Mr.  Spence,  will  have  the  opportunity  of  giving  evi(}ence  if  you  so  desire. 

Mr.  parsons  :     There  are  several  persons  here  whom  I  have  requested  to  attend 
and  give  evidence,  and  I  desire  that  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lathern  be  called. 


Rev.  JOHN  LATHERN,  D.D.,  of  Halifax,  on  beingduly  sworn,  deposed  asfollows  :— 

By  the  Chairman  : 

1.  What  is  your  position  here] — At  present  I  am  editor  of  the  church  paper, 
"  The  Wesleyan."  / 

2.  And  what  else  ? — I  am  also,  of  course,  a  minister.  I  am  ex-president  of  the 
Methodist  Conference,  and  at  present  I  hold  the  office  of  Gi'and  Worthy  Patriarch  of 
the  Grand  Division  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance. 

3.  How  long  have  you  been  a  resident  of  this  city  1 — Altogether  about  1 1  years. 
I  have  been  absent  during  certain  periods.  I  have  been  twice  in  the  pastorate, 
covering  a  term  of  six  years,  and  I  have  spent  five  years  in  connection  with  the  paper. 

4.  You  have  been  in  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia  all  that  time  1 — Part  of  my 
ministerial  life  has  been  spent  in  New  Brunswick,  but  I  have  spent  about  20  years  in 
Nova  Scotia. 

5.  Have  you  been  actively  engaged  in  temperance  work  during  those  years  ? — 
Yes,  more  or  less.  I  have  been  connected  with  different  temperance  organizations 
during  that  time. 

6.  The  Commissioners  would  be  glad  to  hear  any  statement  you  might  desire  to 
make,  as  it  would  possibly  be  more  agreeable  to  you  to  make  a  statement  than  for  the 
Commissioners  to  put  questions  to  you.  You  have  heard  the  Commission  read  and  under- 
stand the  scope  of  the  investigation  that  the  Commissioners  are  called  upon  to  make. — 
I  came  here  under  the  impression  that  I  would  have  to  answer  any  questions  which 
might  be  asked.  As  I  am  asked  to  make  a  statement  I  may  say  that  in  regard  to  the 
Methodist  Conference  with  which  I  am  connected,  there  are  two  matters  I  desire  to 
mention.  In  1891  a  petition  was  circulated  through  our  churches  in  Nova  Scotia 
asking  for  prohibitory  legislation  from  the  Dominion  Parliament.  It  was  done  at  the 
instance  of  the  General  Conference,  and  was  quite  a  voluntary  matter  so  far  as  the 
effort  was  made  in  Nova  Scotia.  Over  14,000  signatures  were  attached  to  that  petition 
in  the  churches  and  congregations  of  our  body ;  somewhat  about  the  same  as  the  total 
membership  of  the  church  in  Nova  Scotia. 

6a.  What  proportion  of  the  membership  was  that? — About  the  whole  of  the 
membership  of  the  communicants. 

7.  The  whole  of  the  communicants  l^— About  the  same  as  the  whole  of  the 
communicants — a  little  over  14,000.  Then  the  Conference,  which  includes  100  ministers 
and  nearly  as  many  laymen,  has  been  accustomed  to  take  action  from  year  to  year 
expressing  its  judgment  on  this  question.  The  laymen,  I  may  explain,  are  not  quite 
equal  in  nimaber  to  the  ministers,  because  there  are  certain  ministers  who  are  known  as 
supernumerary.     Each  minister  who  is  in  active  work  has  each  a  layman  with  him,  so 
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that  the  numbers  are  almost  equal.  Action  was  taken  as  embodied  in  the  resolutions  I 
have  before  me,  taken  from  the  public  minutes,  which  will  be  published  in  about  a 
week,  and  I  ask  to  have  these  made  part  of  the  record  : — 

That  this  Conference  reaffirms,  but  with  increased  emphasis,  its  sense  of  the  magnitude  bf  the 
evils  resulting  from  the  drink  traffic,  on  the  wealth,  health,  virtue,  happiness  and  life  of  the  people, 
and  urges  upon  all  who  profess  allegiance  to  our  church,  and  especially  upon  our  ministers,  the  en- 
lightment  oi  the  people  at  large  with  reference  to  these  matters,  and  for  the  repression  and  removal 
of  this  great  evil.  \ 

That  in  view  of  the  woe  and  ruin  wrought  for  both  worlds  by  strong  drink,  this  Conference 
affirms  that  the  maintenance  of  any  complicity  with  this  evil,  either  by  the  personal  use  of  liquor  as 
a  beverage,  or  the  affording  of  any  facilities  for,  or  encouragement  to,  the  prosecution  of  it\j^  trade 
in  the  same,  and  of  membership  in  the  Methodist  church,  whether  official  or  private,  is  incompatible 
with  a  correct  Christian  sense  of  duty  to  man,  degrading  to  the  church,  and  dishonouring  to  God. 

With  respect  to  p<»litical  action,  we  declare  our  unalterable  resolve  toacc<?pt  no  compromise  with 
the  drink  evil.  Unconditional  surrender  and  complete  extirpation  is  our  demand.  We  regard  with 
utter  condemnation  the  acceptance  of  monetary  consideration — whe^jer  as  license  fees  or  federal 
revenue — as  any  sufficient  justification  for  the  perpetration  of  this  traae  in  drink  in  any  of  its  forms. 
**  Woe  to  him  that  buildeth  a  town  with  blood  and  establisheth  a  city  by  iniquity."     (Heb.  ii.,  18.) 

Believing  that  every  legally  qualified  voter  within  this  Dominion  is  solen«nly  responsible  to 
God  for  the  influence  he  does  or  might  exert  upon  the  Government  of  the  country,  we  enjoin  upon 
every  Methodist  of  this  class  that  the  great  privilege  of  the  franchise  be  tenaciously  employed  to 
rescue  our  coimtry  from  the  guilt  and  dishonour  which  her* past  complicity  with  the  liquor  traffic  has 
brought  upon  her. 

While  we  are  compelled  to  affirm  that  it  is  n6t  within  the  proper  functions  of  this  conforential 
body  to  dictate  or  even  recommend  to  its  adherents  affiliation  with  any  political  party  whatever,  we 
must  at  the  same  tiire  maintain  that  the  drink  trade  is  a  crime  of  the  greatest  magnitude  against 
society  apd  against  God ;  that  no  political  issue  now  before  this  Dominion  is  comparable  in  the 
urgency  attending  it  with  this  issue^  and  we  therefore  record  our  solemn  judgment  that  no  political 
party  that  condones  this  traffic.or  that  refuses  to  place  itself  in  an  attitude  of  decided  hostility  to  it,  is 
deserving  of  the  allegiance  of  Christian  or  mtriotic  men. 

In  view  of  the  possibility  that  the  Royal  Commission  appointed  by  our  Federal  Government, 
to  secure  Information  touching  the  drink  evil,  and  the  best  means  for  its  abatement,  may  visit  this 
province  before  we  shall  again  meet  in  conference,  we  recommend  that  the  executive  committee  of 
the  Conference  be  requested  to  watch  carefully  the  progress  of  this  investigation,  and  to  collect  and 
to  submit  to  the  said  commission  such  information  and  otherwise  to  represent  before  it,  the  Methodist  i 
church  in  Nova  Scotia,  as  our  interests,  and  the  welfare  of  the  people  at  large,  may  seem  to  require. 

We  hail  with  profound  satisfaction  and  great  hopefulness  the  introduction  into  the  school  law 
of  this  province,  of  the  regulation  securing  compulsory  instruction  in  scientific  -temperance  in  all  our 
common  schools. 

Your  committee  recommend  that  the  Conference  Commission,  an  equal  number  of  ministers 
and  laymen,  do  attend  the  next  session  of  the  council  of  the  Dominion  Temperance  Alliance,  provided 
this  can  be  decured  without  charge  to  any  connexional  fund. 

These  resolutions  were  adopted  unanimously  by  ministers  and  laymen.  There  was 
a  minority  holding  a  different  view,  but  it  was  in  favour  of  some  more  stringent  legisla- 
tion looking  more  to  political  action,  and  that  was  not  favoured  by  the  majority  of  Con- 
ference. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  :^ 

8.  Were  the  views  of  the  minority  placed  in  writing] — They  were  presented, 
and  were  in  favour  of  party  action ;  and  that  is  not  supposed  to  be  the  business  of 
Conference. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

9.  I  presume  that  the  expression  of  the  Conference  is  fairly  the  expression  of  the 
Methodist  people  in  Nova  Scotia  at  large? — Yes,  as  far  as  I  know.  If  there  was 
any  exception,  it  might  possibly  be  some  solitary  cases  in  Halifax.  Outside  of  Halifax, 
I  suppose  that  the  unanimity  of  the  Conference  expressed  that  of  the  people  of  the  whole 
province. 

By  Hie  Chairman : 

10.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  the  minority  report  only  went  to  favour  another 
line  of  action  ? — Another  line  of  action,  and  the  views  expressed  were  equally  strong. 

11.  There  was  no  divergence  in  the  ^^iews  of  the  body  on  the  subject  at  issue  1 — 
There  was  no  divergence,  but  the  stronger  view  held — the  view  that  did  not  obtain  the 
support  of  Conference — was,  that  action  should  take  place  having  reference  to  partj 

Rev.  John  Lathern. 
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politics.     The  minority  i-eport  was  ruled  out,  pn  the  ground  that  it  proposed  to  interfere 
with  party  politics. 

12.  What  proportion  did  the  minority  bear  to  the  total  representation  at  the  Con- 
ference?— I  could  not  say.  Perhaps  about  one-third.  I  cannot  speak  positively. 
The  names  are  not  taken,  and  we  cannot  be  sure  as  regards  numbers  on  any  division. 

1 3.  Can  you  tell  the  Commissioners  if  drunkenness  has  increased  or  decreased  in  the 
city  of  Halifax  of  late  years  ? — I  could  speak  with  greater  certainty  in  regard  to  the 
province  than  in  regard  to  Halifax.    In  the  province,  I  think  it  has  very  greatly  decreased. 

14.  In  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia? — Yes;  I  could  not  speak  so  positively  in 
r^ard  to  Halifax. 

15.  Of  your  own  knowledge,  can  you  state  if  the  provisions  of  the  law  and  the  city 
regulations  in  reference  to  the  sale  of  intoxicants  in  Halifax,  are  enforced  1 — The 
impression  amongst  temperance  workers  has  been  that  the  law  has  not  been  very 
eflSciently  enforced ;  but  I  could  not  speak  positively  myself. 

16.  I  gather  from  the  statement  you  have  made  that  you  are  in  favour  of  a 
Dominion  law  prohibiting  the  manufacture,  importation  and  sale  of  intoxicants  ?  Am 
I  correct  ? — Yes ;  very  decidedly  so.  Possibly  if  a  general  law  were  not  enacted  at 
once,  there  might  be  one  made  permissive  to  provinces  at  least ;  and  such  a  la.w  might 
pass  the  Dc>minion  Parliament,  allowing  any  provinces,  upon  a  iriajority  vote,  to  adopt  it. 

17.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  such  a  law,  if  enacted,  could  be  efficiently  enforced 
in  the  present  state  of  public  opinion  1 — From  my  own  experience  in  Halifax  and  in 
the  counties  outside  of  Halifax,  I  should  say  there  would  always  Ije  difficulty  in  enforc- 
ing any  such  law  in  the  city.  But  outside  of  the  city,  the  permissive  clauses  of  the  law 
at  present  in  operation,  have  resulted  in  there  being  Idrge  sections  of  the  province  where 
there  are  no  licenses  and  where  no  licenses  have  been  granted  for  years. 

1 8.  Have  you  any  doubt  as  to  the  efficient  carrying  out  of  a  Dominion  liquor 
law  throughout  The  whole  country,  if  it  were  now  enacted  1 — I  have  no  doubt  in 
regard  to  this  province  of  Nova  Scotia  that,  outside  of  the  city  of  Halifax,  it  could  be 
carried  out  efficiently.  We  have  a  law-abiding  community,  and  were  this  made  a 
Dominion  law,  I  have  no  doubt  it  would  be  sustained  even  in  the  cities. 

19.  Would  there  be  a  difficulty  in  territory  contiguous  to  the  United  States — 
would  liquor  be  transferred  across  the  line?— Yes;  but  in  Yarmouth,  where  I  have 
lived  five  years,  which  is  in  the  finest  part  of  the  country,  a  part  of  the  country  which 
is  wealthy,  prosperous  and  influential,  they  had  to  fight  the  difficulty  more  than  in  any 
other  part  of  the  province,  and  yet  I  do  not  know  of  any  part  of  the  country  in  which 
the  law  has  been  more  strictly  enforced. 

20.  Was  that  under  the  Scott  Act? — Yes;  but  under  the  old  Nova  Scotia  Act, 
which  was  practically  prohibition,  it  existed  before. 

21.  Have  you  lived  in  any  county  or  district  where  the  Scott  Act  has  been  in 
force  ? — It  was  introduced  into  Yarmouth  just  before  I  left,  and  all  the  information 
I  have  had  is  that  it  has  been  thoroughly  enforced  through  the  western  part  of  the  pro- 
vince. Still  it  has  not  been  looked  upon  favourably  by  temperance  workers,  because  it 
has  led  in  many  cases  to  a  great  deal  of  litigation  in  consequence  of  some  doubtful 
clauses  in^the  Act,  and  also  because  it  was  thought  the  executive  clauses  of  the  Act 
were  not  sufficient  to  enable  it  to  be  properly  carried  out.  Still  it  has  been  an  educa- 
tional force.  I  have  not  personally  had  an  experience  of  the  working  of  the  Scott  Act. 
I  only  know  this  by  reports  which  I  have  heard. 

22.  Am  I  correct  in  concluding  that  it  is  not  claimed,  even  by  the  advocates  of 
the  Scott  Act,  that  in  districts  where  it  has  been  put  in  force,  it  has  entirely  succeeded 
in  preventing  the  distribution  of  intoxicating,  liquors  1 — It  has  not  entirely  prevent- 
ed that,  I  suppose.  In  Yarmouth,  even  before  it  went  into  operation,  there  was  no 
opportunity  of  getting  liquor  except  in  the  most  indirect  manner,  and  I  have  been  told 
that  this  is  the  advantage  which  is  gained  where  the  Scott  Act  is  in  force. 

23.  Is  it  not  entirely  prohibitory  ? — Not  absolutely. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod, 

24.  You  said  there  had  been  a  very  marked  decrease  in  drunkenness  as  far  as 
Nova  Scotia  is  concerned.     To  what  do  you  attribute  it ;  is  it  to  moral  teaching  alone, 
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or  to  the  eflfect  of  legislation  restricting  or  prohibiting  the  trade  ? — It  must  be  due 
to  all  these  causes ;  largely  to  moral  teaching,  largely  to  the  active  operation  of  various 
temperance  organizations,  three  or  four  of  which  are  influential  in  the  province,  and  are 
doing  a  great  work,  and  also  to  the  permissive  clauses  in  various  Acts,  which  have  been 
of  great  advantage  in  educating  the  community. 

25.*  They  have  prohibited  the  sale  of  liquor  in  certain  places  ? — Yes. 

26.  You  expressed  some  doubt  "as  to  the  workability  of  prohibition  in  the  cities  ? — 
Only  in  this  city. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

27.  Have  you  had  any  experience  in  other  cities? — Only  in  Halifax,  am^  I  think 
the  difficulty  is  because  it  is  a  fortress.  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  of  the  enforcement 
of  a  prohibition  law  outside  of  Halifax. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

28.  In  Halifax,  is  the  difficulty  which  you  apprehend  due  to  the  want  of 
efficient  officers  to  enforce  the  law  ? — There  is  not  the  same  force  of  temperance 
sentiment  in  Halifax  that  there  is  in  the  rest  of  the  pi'ovince.  The  fact  of  its  being  a 
place  where  liquors  are  imported,  has  a  large  influenpe,  and  the  number  of  licenses 
granted  makes  public  opinion  stronger  in  favour  of  the  liquor  traffic  in  Halifax  than 
elsewhere. 

29.  If  a  prohibitory  law  were  enacted,  applicable  to  all  parts  of  the  country,  do 
you  think  it  could  be  enforced  if  honest  and  competent  officials  were  appointed  under 
the  Act? — I  have  no  doubt  it  could  be  enforced,  but  there  are  many  men  closely 
connected  with  the  traffic  who  have  objected  to  the  license  laws  and  would  be  glad  to 
have  prohibition  adopted.  There  would  be  more  difficulty  in  Halifax  than  outside.  In 
fact,  there  would  l>e  no  difficulty  outside  in  the.  province  of  Nova  Scotia. 

30.  Not  even  in  the  towns  ? — No,  not  in  any  of  the  towns.      In  the  end  the  law  ^ 
would  be  sustained. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

31.  During  how  many  years  have  you  continuously  resided  in  Halifax? — Six 
years.  ' 

32.  Can  you  inform  the  Commission  whether  in  Halifax  under  the  license  law, 
licenses  are  granted  to  other  places  than  hotels  ?—  Yes. 

33.  Do  you  know  the  different  classes  of  places  where  liquor  is  sold  T~There  are 
persons  who  can  speak  with  greater  definiteness  on  that  point  than  I  can. 

34.  But  there  are  other  places  tlian  hotels  where  liquor  is  sold,  I  suppose  ? — Yes. 
I  think  probably  there  are  140  or  150  licenses  altogether  in  the  city  of  Halifax.  I  only 
speak  from  a  general  impression. 

35.  Supposing  the  law  to  be  in  its  present  shape,  that  the  license  law  \^as  applicable 
to  a  city  such  as  this,  have  you  any  knowledge  which  would  enable  you  to  say  whether 
the  licenses  should  be  confined  to  places  where  travellers  lodge,  commonly  called  hotels, 
where  accommodation  in  the  shape  of  beds  and  meals  are  provided  for  travellers  ? — I 
scarcely  possess  that  kind  of  knowledge  which  would  enable  me  to  give  a  decided 
answer  to  that  question.  It  would  be  sL  limitation  of  the  sale ;  but  an  impression 
obtains  among  many  thoughtful  people  that  licensed  hotels  attract  young  people  and 
others  who  would  not  find  their  way  to  an  ordinary  saloon. 

36.  In  other  words,  from  that  point  of  view  the  licensed  hotel  produces  evils  which 
the  saloon  would  not? — It  produces  that  kind  of  evil.  An  impression  exists  that 
it  does  so,  but  I  can  scarcely  speak  upon  that  subject  definitely. 

37.  Given  the  choice  between  the  licensed  hotel  and  a  place  devoted  simply  to  the 
sale  of  liquor  to  be  drunk  upon  the  premises,  which  would  be  preferable  ? — I  can  only 
speak  from  my  own  judgment  of  the  matter.  I  should  say,  confine  it  to  the  hotels.  It 
would  break  up  an  enormous  evil  outside. 

38.  Have  you  in^  Halifax,  so  far  as  you  know,  places  where  liquor  is  allowed  to  be 
sold  under  license  not  to  be  drunk  on  the  premises,  what  are  elsewhere  called  shop 
licenses  ? — ^Yes,  but  I  do  not  know  to  what  extent. 

Rev.  John  Lathern. 
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39.  Have  you  any  knowledge  which  would  enable  you  to  say  whether  in  such 
places  the  law  is  observed,  which  prevents  liquor  being  consumed  upon  the  premises  ? — 
I  should  scarcely  like  to  answer  that  question.  My  work  as  an  editor  keeps  me  very 
close  to  my  office,  and  I  could  only  speak  from  reports.  There  will  be  witnesses  before 
you  who  can  give  you  much  more  intelligent  evidence  in  that  direction. 

40.  You  have  had  a  pastoral  relatioii  in  Halifax  ? — Yes,  my  last  terminated  in  . 
1876. 

41.  From  knowledge  acquired  in  your  pastoral  relation  with  families,  who  might 
possibly  deal  with  shops  which  had  licenses  of  that  kind,  could  you  state  whether  you 
found  there  was  any  consumption  of  liquor  on  the  premises? — That  was  considered  a 
very  great  evil  in  former  times  from  Yarmouth  down  to  the  East,  but  I  am  not  aware 
that  there  are  more  than  one  or  two  of  these  cases  in  this  city  now. 

42.  Do  you  know  whether  those  licenses  require  separate  premises  for  the  sale  of 
hquor  and  the  sale  of  groceries  and  vegetables  ? — I  think  they  are  in  different  premises. 
Years  ago,  when  this  evil  existed  largely  in  Halifax,  it  was  felt  to  be  a  very  grave  evil. 

43.  Now  you  think  the  sale  of  liquor  is  carried  on  in  separate  premises  from  the 
sale  of  groceries,  and  that  the  evil  is  not  so  great  1 — I  do  Hot  know  of  more  than  one  or 
two  such  licenses  being  issued.  I  am  not  speaking  very  positively,  though  I  know 
the  number  has  been  very  largely  reduced 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod  : 

44.  You  were  a  pastor  for  many 'years.  Can  you  state  generally  from  your  obser- 
vation and  experience  as  a  pastor,  what  are  the  effects  of  the  drink  trade  upon  the 
home  % — I  think  it  is  commonly  an  evil ;  the  worst  experiences  of  my  life  as  a  pastor,  all 
summed  up,  have  been  from  that  cause. 

By  Mr,  Clarke: 

45.  From  the  excessive  use  of  intoxicants  ? — Ftom  the  use  of  intoxicants ;  even 
when  moderately  used,  there  are  always  some  victims. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

46.  Are  the  children  of  the  labouring  classes  in  the  city  of  Halifax  injuriously 
affected  by  the  use  of  intoxicants  by  their  parents  ? — As  I  have  been  out  of  pastoral 
work  for  a  long  period,  I  have  not  had  the  experience  which  wouW  enable  me  to  answer 
the  question,  but  from  the  experience  of  others,  I  know  there  is  a  great  deal  of  suffering 
caused  from  that  source  in  workingmen's  families.  I  can  only  speak  as  I  have  heard, 
and  not  as  I  could  have  spoken  years  ago.  . 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

47.  But  when  you  were  in  the  pastorate,  you  had  a  personal  knowledge  of  that 
fact  1 — I  had,  and  I  think  I  have  been  through  that  class  of  homes  in  this  city  as  much 
as  any  other  pastor.  I  had  the  pastorate  of  Grafton  Street  and  of  Brunswick  Street 
churches,  and  both  are  contiguous  to  sections  of  the  city  where  this  evil  was  very 
prevalent,  and  I  had  to  get  to  the  inside  of  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

48.  T  think  you  stated  that  there  has  been  a  great  improvement  in  the  drinking 
habits  of  the  people,  and  that  there  is  not  so  much  drunkenness  in  the  province  of 
Nova  Scotia  as  there  was  some  years  ago  ? — I  said  that  largely  in  reference  to  places 
outside  of  Halifax,  but  T  think  it  holds  to  a  certain  extent  in  regard  to  Halifax  itself. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

49.  Given  a  license  law,  would  you  favour  the  limitation  of  the  number  of  licenses 
granted,  or  would  you  grant  them  to  all  who  might  apply  1 — My  doctrine  is  altogether 
against  the  system. 

50.  Yes  ;  but  given  a  license  law,  what  would  your  opinion  be  ? — In  that  case,  I 
should  say  a  limitation. 

51.  Given  a  license  law,  do  you  think  it  well  that  the  license  fee  should  be  placed 
at  a  large  amount  ? — That  is  a  question  very  greatly  discussed,  and  views  in  regard  to  it 
differ  very  greatly.     My  own  judgment  would  be  that  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  have 
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a  limitation,  and  to  have  all  the  difficulties  placed  in  the  way  of  iIil-  craffic  with  which 
you  can  surround  it. 

By  Rev.  Br.  McLeod : 

52.  Do  you  think  that  the  saloon  or  hotel  which  pays  a  b.igh  license  is  less  likely 
to  be  a  source  of  danger  to  the  community  than  the  saloon  which  pays  a  small  liconso 
fee? — That  brings  one  back  to  the  old  trouble* that  the  hi^h  licence  and  the  respectable 
saloon  might  draw  in  a  class  of  young  men  who  woufd  not  visit  a  iow  saloon,  and  it 
might  in  that  way  lead  to  drinking  habits  in  families  that  oth>:rwise  would  be  free  from 
them. 

By  tfie  CJimnnan  : 

53.  What  do  you  think  would  be  the  effect  upon  the  labouring  classes,  who  form 
the  great  bulk  of  the  population  1 — I  think  it  would  be  a  great  salvation  for  them  to  be 
free  from  the  ordinary  saloons. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

54.  Are  the  labouring  classes  alone  injuriously  affected  by  the  drink  traffic  ? — Not 
alone. 

55.  Are  they  affected  in  a  larger  degree  than  others  1 — I  think  in  a  larger  degree, 
but  from  sad  experience  during  my  pastoral  life  I  have  found  that  members  of  some  of 
the  most  influential  families  have  been  affected  in  the  same  way. 

56.  Is  it  because  the  laliouring  classes  are  more  numerous  that  the  evil  affects  them- 
more? — Yes. 

By  the  Chairman : 

57.  You  think  there  is  not  a  larger  percentage  of  that  class  ? — No  ;  not  as  far  as  I 
know. 

58.  But  there  is  a  larger  number  because  the  body  is  larger  ? — Yes. 

59.  Granted  that  licenses  are  to  be  issued,  do  you  think  any  benefit  would  result 
from  concentrating  the  power  of  issuing  them  in  one  body — say  the  Dominion  Govern- 
ment, if  you  like  ? — That  would  relieve  the  difficulty  in  some  ways.  It  is  always  sup- 
posed that  there  are  local  influences  brought  to  bear  upon  tliose  whb  issue  licenses  ;  but 
what  I  am  saying  now^  I  am  saying  under  protest,  because  I  object  to  the  whole  thing. 
I  think  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  have  this  work  relieved  from  local  influences. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod: 

60.  In  that  case,  would  you^have  the  gentral  authority  influenced  in  any  way  by 
the  local  feeling,  and  would  you  allow  the  central  authority  to  issue  licenses  whether 
the  people  in  the  locality  wished  it  or  not? — That  question  has  two4ispects.  In  a  com- 
munity where  the  temperance  sentiment  was  very  strong,  the  local  influence  would  be, 
very  healthy  ;  but  if  the  other  sentiment  prevailed,  the  influence  would  be  the  reverse. 
Still,  it  would  be  better  to  have  this  free  from  local  influences. 

61.  You  would  not  have  the  licenses  granted  against  the  will  of  the  people? — 
Certainly  not. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

62.  I  understood  you  to  say  that,  in  your  opinion,  there  had  been  a  steady  improve- 
ment in  the  direction  of  abstinence  from  the  drinking  of  liquor  in  the  counties  of  this 
province  ? — I  think  so,  decidedly. 

63.  Have  you  examined  the  statistics  of  the  province  as  to  the  number  of  commit- 
ments and  convictions  for  drunkenness  during  the  past  tm  years? — I  could  not  speak 
positively  in  regard  to  Halifax.  Outside  of  Halifax  I  think  the  number  has  been 
much  reduced. 

64.  If  the  number  of  convictions  has  increased  substantially  during  the  last  ^ve 
years,  taking  the  whole  province,  that  increase  must  have  principally  occurred  in 
the  city  of  Halifax  ? — Yes.  I  do  not  know  how  that  affects  the  matter  ;  but  the  least 
sale  that  goes  on  within  any  communities  where  temperance  largely  prevails  touches  an 
element  which  might  put  in  an  appearance  in  the  police  courts  possibly,  even  where 
there  was  no  extensive  habit  of  drinking  obtaining  in  the  ordinary  life  of  the  people. 

Rev.  John  Lathern. 
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65.  How  is  the  area  of  the  province  which  is  under  the  operation  of  the  Canada 
Temperance  Act  now,  as  compared  with  the  area  five  or  ten  years  ago  ? — I  could  not 
speak  as  to  that,  because  tl^ere  have  been  some  sections  which  have  been  so  dissatisfied 
with  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  Scott  Act  that  they  have  given  it  up. 

66.  If  the  area  is  the  same,  the  increase  in  convictions  would  probably  be  owing  to 
the  non-enforcemeht  of  the  law  in  this  city  ? — I  suppose  so. 

67.  The  statistics  show  that  the  p3rcentage  of  committals  for  drunkenness  has 
steadily  increased  during  these  years  ? — You  will  have  statistics  put  before  you  in  regard 
to  that^ 

68.  You  have  stated  that  throughout  the  province  there  has  been  a  marked  im- 
provement ? — In  the  life  of  the  people  ;  I  have  no  doubt  of  that. 

69.  You  have  had  no  personal  experience  of  the  operation  of  the  license  law  in  any 
other  city  than  Halifax  1 — No. 

Bj/  Jiev^  Dr.  McLeod : 

70.  Will  you  give  us  a  statement  in  reference  Xo  the  Sons  of  Temperance,  the  ex- 
tent of  the  organization,  its  work,  its  effects  and  such  things  in  regard  to  it  as  you 
desire  to  state  ? — The  membership  is  a  little  over  14,000  in  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia, 
and,  in  addition  to  that  number,  about  7,000  in  youthful  bands  apart  from  the  organiz- 
ation, making  altogether  about  21,000. 

71.  What  is  the  attitude  of  that  organization  as  an  organization  in  regard  to  pro- 
hibition ? — That  has  been  decisive  through  all  its  history.  I  think  there  have  been 
resolutions  frequently  passed  on  that  subject.  As  far  as  I  have  known,  there  has  not 
been  a  single  vote  given  at  any  meeting  of  the  organization  in  opposition  to  prohibition. 

72.  So  the  organization  is  practically  a  unit  on  that  question  ? — Yes. 

73.  In  favour  of  prohibition? — Yes. 

74.  Have  you  had  experience  at  any  time  in  regard  to  the  use  of  beer,  ale,  or 
porter  as  a  beverage,  aside  from  the  stronger  drinks,  and  what  has  been  that  experience  ? 
— I  have  not  had  any  in  Nova  Scotia. 

75.  Well,  anywhere  ? — My  early  life  was  spent  on  the  Upper  Tyne  in  the  North  of 
England. 

By  the  CJuiirman  :  » 

76.  On  the  North  or  Sou£h  Tyne  ? — On  the  South  Tyne.  My  father  was  partly 
proprietor  and  was  also  manager  of  lead  mines,  and  my  own  experience  in  that  regard 
has  been  gathered  there — this  was  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Alston.  My  father  employed 
labour  there  extensively,  and  the  effect  of  beer-drinking  there  was  felt  to  be  a  very  great 
evil.  The  temperance  organizations  had  done  very  little  work  at  that  time,  in  fact  tem- 
perance was  then  in  its  primitive  condition,  and  the  general  experience  was  that  when 
about  once  a  month  the  pay-day  came,  for  two  or  three  days  the  men  went  upon  what 
was  called  a  "  spree." 

77.  It  was  not  your  experience  that  the  use  of  ale,  beer  or  porter,  promoted 
sobriety  1 — No,  because  these  men  went  to  the  public  houses,  and  we  always  thought  the 
beer-drinking  was  rather  brutalizing  in  its  effects. 

78.  Did  it  lead  to  the  use  of  whisky  and  other  spirits  ] — With  the  workingmen,  it 
was  largely  ale  and  porter  that  they  drank ;  when  they  began  to  get  very  drunk,  they 
might  turn  to  the  other. 

79.  And  the  effect  of  the  beer-drinking  was  brutalizing? — It  was  bad  on  the 
workingmen  as  a  whole.  My  father  liked  to  have  very  few  people  of  that  kind  around 
him. 

80.  From  a  business  point  of  view,  rather  than  from  a  moral  one  ? — From  a  business 
point  of  view  entirely ;  but  I  have  never  had  any  experience  in  rega  rd  to  that  in  Nova 
Scotia. 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

81.  Has  the  membership  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance  increased  or  decreased  in  the 
last  ten  or  fifteen  years  ? — It  varied  somewhat.  The  Sons  of  Temperance  have  a  fee  to 
pay,  and  that  throws  off  quite  a  number  every  year  who  do  not  feel  like  paying  the  fee. 
And  then  as  men  get  on  in  life,  they  do  not  feel  like  spending  their  evenings  in  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


10  ROYAL  COMMISSION   ON   THE   LIQUOR  TRAFFIC. 

division.  There  must  be  two  or  three  times  the  number  who  abide  by  the  pledge  they 
took  in  the  order  in  Nova  Scotia,  as  compared  with  those  who  remain  in  the  order  itself. 
83.  Has  the  membership  increased  I— It  has  stood  somewhere  about  the  same  for 
some  two  or  three  years.  There  are  other  orders  growing  up  in  the  province,  and  they 
are  growing  very  much  stronger.  This  is  the  oldest  order,  and  it  is  certainly  influential, 
but  there  are  other  orders  that  have  grown  up  since. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod: 

83.  Do  we  understand  you  to  say  that  the  majority  of  those  who  have  dropped  out 
have  done  so  from  increasing  years,  but  remain  in  sympathy  with  the  organization  and 
its  purposes,  and  are  true  to  the  promises  they  made  as  members  of  the  order? — There 
must  be  two  or  three  times  as  many  in  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia  who  abide  by  the 
pledge  as  there  are  remaining  in  the  order. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

84.  Have  you  tlie  statistics  in  reference  to  the  order  for  the  last  t^  years  1 — No. 

By  the  Civairman : 

85.  Do  those  who  drop  out  of  the  active  membership  of  the  society  still  continue 
to  be  Sons  of  Temperance  in  effect  ? — Very  few  dropped  out  last  year.  I  can  speak 
positively  in  regard  to  that,  having  watched  the  proceedings  from  the  chair,  and  there 
are  very  few  who  dropped  out  from  violating  the  pledge.  There  are  always  some,  but 
I  am  told  there  were  never  so  few  as  there  were  last  year. 

86.  Those  who  dropped  out  were  mostly  in  consequence  of  not  paying  the  fee,  or 
from  getting  on  in  years  and  so  not  caring  about  remaining  in  the  organization ;  but  do 
they  still  remain,  in  effect,  Sons  of  Temperance  ? — No,  they  do  not  remain  members  of 
the  order. 

87.  But  do  they  continue  to  be  temperate  members  of  society,  or  do  they  relapse 
into  intemperate  habits  in  any  way  ? — My  statement  that  there  must  be  two  or  three 
times  as  many  who  keep  the  pledge  in  the  province  as  there  are  members  of  the  order 
shows  that  the  habit  which  they  have  acquired  in  the  order  remains  with  them  after 
they  leave  it. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

88.  You  spoke  of  the  use  of  beer  and  porter  and  ale  on  the  South  Tyne :  were 
whisky,  rum  and  gin  sold  there  also  ? — Yes,  plenty  of  them. 

By  the  Cluiirman  : 

89.  From  your  observation,  do  you  consider  that  the  drinking  of  beer  and  wine  is 
as  injurious  as  the  drinking  of  spirits  ? — The  worst  effects  of  drinking,  the  mast  brut- 
talizing  effects  I  have  ever  seen,  have  arisen  from  the  drinking  of  beer  in  the  North  of 
England. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

90.  Do  you  think  those  people  would  have  been  less  brutal  if  they  had  drank  whisky 
instead  of  beer  1—1  do  not  think  there  would  have  been  so  much  fighting. 


Rev.  DYSON  HAGUE,  of  Halifax,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : — 

By  the  Chairman  : 

91.  What  is  your  occupation  1 — I  am  the  rector  of  St.  Paul's  (Church  of  England), 
Halifax. 

92.  How  long  have  you  been  a  resident  here  1 — Two  years. 

93.  Where  were  you  a  resident  before  ? — In  Brockville ;  I  was  there  for  five  years, 
as  rector  of  St.  Paul's. 

Rev.  John  Lathern. 
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By  Judge  McDonald : 

94.  Where  were  you  before  that? — I  was  in  Toronto,  where  I  was  born  and 
.edacated.     I  was  there  for  three  years  as  curate  at  the  cathedral.  ^ 

By  the  CJuiirmaj;^  : 

95.  The  Commissioners  would  be  pleased  to  hear  any  statement  you  desire  to  make 
on  the  subject  into  which  they  are  inquiring  ? — I  would  like  to  know  the  line  of  infor- 
mation on  which  you  require  information. 

96.  Can  you  tell  the  Commission  anything  in  reference  to  temperance  work  in  the 
province  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  feeling  of  the  people  in  regard  to  prohibition  ? — I  can 
tell  you  very  little  indeed  about  this  province.  I  havetbeen  here  so  little,  and  have 
never  travelled  through  the  province. 

97.  Well,  in  regard  to  the  city  ? — I  know  there  is  a  great  deal  of  evil  here  in  con- 
nection with  the  liquor  traffic,  and  that,  as  in  most  cities,  it  is  a  very  serious  evil ;  bht 
I  am  not  familiar  with  the  working  of  it  here,  either  in  regard  to  the  Council  or  the 
license  inspector.  I  can  only  report  from  hearsay,  and  I  believe  that  is  not  evidence. 
My  own  parish  lies  in  the  v^  worst  district  of  the  whole  city  of  Halifax,  and  I  see  a 
good  deal  of  the  effects  of  drink  in  my  parish.  It  chiefly  touches  the  lower  classes,  and 
when  a  man  of  that  class  wants  to  be  intemperate  he  can  obtain  all  he  wants,  and  I  find 
that,  as  a  rule,  poverty  only  touches  those  who  are  intemperate. 

97a.  Perhaps  the  duty  of  the  Commission  lies  more  in  the  way  of  endeavouring  to 
determine  the  best  method  of  preventing  these  evils  than  of  inquiring  what  the  evils 
are  :  can  you  give  us  any  information  on  that  subject  ? — Of  course,  every  clergyman  is 
brought  face  to  face  in  his  work  with  the  fact  that  groggeries,  licensed,  crop  up  at  every 
part  of  a  crowded  city.  There  are  only  two  questions  to  consider.  The  one  is,  to  reduce 
the  number  of  licenses,  and  the  other  is  to  exterminate  these  places  altogether ;  and 
then  it  is  a  question  whether  it  is  feasible  to  do  it,  and  men  differ  very  much  indeed  in 
regard  to  that.  For  myself  I  would  like  to  see  an  extermination  of  all  the  drinking 
houses  within  my  parish.  With  regard  to  the  extermination  of  liquor  itself,  I  am  not  so 
convinced.  I  cannot  see  the  evil  of  taking  liquor  in  moderation  :  I  am  not  convinced 
as  to  that.  As  a  result  of  my  observation,  workingmen  do  not  take  liquor  except 
in  public  houses.  I  think  the  number  of  workingmen  in  my  congregation  who  take 
liquor  at  their  tables  is  very  limited.  It  is  either  taken  in  the  groggeries,  or  not  at  all. 
Among  the  upper  classes  it  is  taken  in  the  wiAe  cup  in  the  house  and  at  the  table,  but 
that  is  a  very  small  matter  in  comparison  with  what  it  used  to  be.  I  question  very 
much  whether  it  is  possible  to  exterminate  that  practice  altogether. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

98.  Have  you  had  any  opportunity  of,  forming  an  opinion  as  to  the  effect  of  the 
use  of  wine  in  the  house — which  we  all  admit  it  is  difficult  to  deal  with  ? — There  are 
two  very  strong  opinions  about  that.  A  very  large  number  of  men,  with  whom  I  have 
come  in  contact  in  my  voyage  through  life,  take  this  opinion,  and  they  are  not  men  who 
are  at  all  fanatical,  they  are  men  of  sober  judgment  and  calm  reasoning  powers,  men 
whom  I  consider  to  be  good  men,  and  this  feeling  is,  that  if  they  take  liquor  entirely  in 
moderation  at  their  tables  at  home  and  allow  their  children  to  see  them  do  it,  and  to 
understand  that  it  is  not  a  thing  to  be  denounced  and  is  not  to  be  l(X)ked  upon  as  hell 
fire  in  itself,  those  children  will  take  the  same  as  their  fathers  and  will  not  desire  to  in- 
dulge further.  I  am  stating  that  as  the  result  of  conversations  I  have  had  with  men 
of  sober  judgment  and  sound  conviction.  There  is,  again,  the  feeling  that  you  should 
not  have  the  liquor  in  the  house,  and  that  the  best  thing  is  not  to  allow  the  taste  to  be 
encouraged  in  the  children.  That  is  my  feeling,  and  that  is  my  practice  with  regard  to 
my  own  family.  I  cannot  afford  to  have  it  in  my  house,  and  I  do  not  want  my  children 
to  grow  up  with  the  taste  of  it.  Among  church  people  there  is  not  generally  the  feel- 
ing that  there  is  sin  in  drinking  wine,  such  as  there  would  be  in  the  commission  of 
adidtery,  theft,  dishonesty  or  any  such  sin  as  that. 

99.  Have  you  had  any  means  of  observing  in  your  position  as  a  clergyman  what 
the  actual  effect  is  upon  the  children  in  those  homes  where  wine  is  used  :  do  they  con- 
tinue moderate  drinkers,  or  do  they  become  excessive  drinkers  1 — Well,  I   am  a  young 
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man,  and  have  not  seen  all  these  grow  up,  and  I  would  not  pretend  to  give  an  opinion ; 
it  requires  a  good  deal  of  consideration  to  answer  that  question.  With  regard  to  one 
or  two  ^ntlenien  whom  I  had  in  my  mind  when  I  spoke  before,  their  sons  are  temperate 
men. .  They  follow  in  the  jmths  of  their  fathers.  They  are  men  who  are  certainly  not 
in  the  ranks  of  the  drunkards.  They  take  a  glass  of  beer  or  wine,  and  do  not  go  fur- 
ther. You  must  rememl)er  that  nowadays  in  society  social  drinking  is  not  a  common 
thing.  My  congregation  represents  every  class  and  condition  of  society  in  the  city  of 
Halifax.  It  comprises  over  2,000  souls,  and  I  have  well-to-do  people,  and  poor  people, 
and  middle  class  people,  and  as  far  as  I  know,  I  do  not  suppose  there  are  20  families 
who  have  wine  or  beer  on  their  tables  at  their  meals. 

100.  You  think  there  hast)een  a  great  change  in  that  respect? — Yes;  and  those 
are  generally  English  people,  who  have  English  habits.  When  I  visit  a  family  I  always 
make  inquiry  as  to  this.  I  say  :  "  Is  it  your  habit  to  have  wine  on  the  table  or  l)eer 
at  your  dinner  ? "  and  I  find  it  is  very  rare  and  only  in  a  few  families,  and  those  are  not 
families  which  are  marked  by  intemperance.  Intemperance  is  generally  confined  to  the 
young  men,  to  those  who  frequent  the  saloons  and  the  billiard  saloons  and  the  clubs — 
that  is  among  the  higher  class.  Among  the  lower, class,  it  is  those  who  frequen^  the 
worst  houses. 

101.  Have  you  any  means  of  judging  whether  those  young  men  who  frequent 
the  clubs  and  saloons  also  frequent  the  hotel-bars  ? — I  think  they  do  very  often. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

,  102.  Do  you  think  the  reduction  by  a  large  number  of  the  purely  drinking  saloons 
would  have  a  beneficial  effect  ? — I  certainly  think  it  would.  I  will  give  you  an  instance. 
When  I  was  in  Toronto  as  a  curate,  I  was  visiting  a  man  who  tried  to  conquer  the  evil 
habit,  and  when  I  went  there  his  wife  said  :  "  He  would  be  a  good  man,  I  believe,  if*it 
were  not  that  between  his  worisshop  and  his  home  he  has  to  pass  within  500  yards  of 
five  liquor  saloons  ;  if  these  were  all  closed,  I  am  sure  he  would  come  home  to  me  a  sober 
man."  I  believe  that  myself.  There  is  no  doubt  also  that  as  long  as  men  are  constituted 
as  they  are,  and  the  devil  is  in  them  and  the  gospel  has  not  the  power  to  expel  him,  they 
will  drink.  Whether  the  diminution  of  the  number  of  places  would  not  cause  more 
drinking  in  the  places  that  would  remain,  I  do  not  know. 

J3y  Judge  McDonnid : 

103.  You  have  had  some  experience  in  the  Church  of  England  temperance  work? — 
Yes. 

104.  Is  there  not  a  Church  of  England  temperance  society  ? — Yes. 

105.  On  what  basis  does  it  work  ?--It  has  a  double  basis.  The  regular  principle  is 
that /the  gospel  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  the  only  means  of  reforming  the  intemperate. 
After  that,  all  who  desire  to  help  the  intemperate  are  supposed  to  bind  themselves 
together  ;  first,  those  who  will  promise  to  totally  abstain,  and  secondly,  those  who  will 
promise  to  moderately  use  intoxicating  liquors  and  abstain  from  treating  in  bars. 

106.  The  basis  is,  then,  of  a  double  character ;  first,  of  total  abstinence  for  those 
who  choose  to  embrace  it,  and  then  abstinence  from  treating  for  those  who  reserve  to 
themselves  the  right  of  partaking  moderately  ?— Yes ;  but  no  one  can  be  a  member  unless 
he  is  really  as  he  professes  to  be,  a  temperate  man,  one  who  would  not  be  seen  intoxicat- 
ed or  known  to  be  so. 

107.  So  far  as  your  experience  goes  in  the  diocese  of  Ontario  and  in  the  diocese  of 
Nova  Scotia,  what  has  been  the  result  of  the  working  of  that  society  ? — We  have  found 
that  90  per  cent  of  the  members  are  total  abstainers,  that  99  per  cent  of  the  workers  are 
total  abstainers,  and  that  the  others  are  a  valuable  addition,  as  we  get  men  to  help  us 
who  are,  nevertheless,  by  constitution  and  habit  and  in  some  cases  by  conscientious 
scriptural  preference,  moderate  drinkers.  But  the  workers,  the  men  who  fight,  are,  as 
a  rule,  total  abstainers.  ' 

108.  Then  the  basal  principle  of  the  Church  of  England  is,  that  the  preaching  of 
tke  gospel  is  the  true  means  of  reaching  and  reforming  drunkards  ? — Yes. 

Rev.  Dyson  Hague. 
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109.  Does  that  church,  as  far  as  your  knowledge  goes,  as  a  church,  take  up  the 
question  of  local  prohibition  and  make  it  a  standard,  or  a  matter  of  church  legislation? 
— As  a  rule,  the  Church  of  England  synods  are  veiy  chary  about  taking  up  the  question 
of  prohibition.  They  handle  it  with  great  reluctance  in  many  cases,  not  because  they 
are  intemperate  men  or  not  strictly  temperate  men,  but  because  they  are  as  yet  in  a  state 
of  balance.  They  have  not  yet  come  to  a  full  decision.  A  great  many  of  our  clergy 
to-day  are  total  abstainers  ;  but  whenever  the  question  of  probibiti6n  has  come  up,  it 
has  been  faced  with  a  considerable  degree  of  reluctance.  In  our  own  synod  here  last 
year  there  was  a  motion  brought  forward  declaring  very  strongly  against  prohibition, 
but  that  was  amended,  and  as  it  was  passed,  it  only  stated  that  the  synod  wished  to  see 
the  spread  of  temperance  and  the  abolition  of  intemperance,  without  saying  anything 
about  the  means  by  which  that  was  to  be  accomplished.  Prohibition  is  largely  a 
political  matter,  and  the  synods  do  not  desire  to  interfere  in  political  matters.  Of 
course,  1  cannot  speak  for  the  Church  of  England,  because  I  am  not  the  Church  of 
England.  ^ 

By  Hie  Chairman :  x 

110.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  moral  suasion  is  the  most  eflfective  weapon  against 
intemperance  I—If  by  moral  suasion  you  mean  conversion  or  the  grace  of  God  working 
in  the  heart  of  a  man,  I  would  say,  yes.  As  to  moral  suasion  in  the  way  of  advice,  I 
do  not  know. 

111.  I  mean  in  the  most  comprehensive  meaning  of  the  term? — It  is  going  to  be 
one  of  the  great  factors  in  that  direction. 

112.  But  using  it  in  the  broadest  sense  as  I  put  the  question,  what  is  your  personal 
opinion  ? — You  want  me  to  say  that  prohibition  is  not  the  most  effective  weapon. 

113.  I  do  not  want  you  to  say  anything  of  the  kind.  I  want  your  opinion. — You 
tomer  me  there.  If  I  say  it  is  the  most  effective,'  it  would  mean  that  prohibition  is 
nothing. 

114.  I  do  not  want  to  comer  you  ;  I  simply  want  your  personal  view?— If  you 
mean  the  working  of  the  gospel  of  God  in  the  heart  of  a  man,  I  would  say,  yes,  by  all 
means. 

115.  I  mean  by  all  moral  means? — I  think  I  would  say,  yes. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

116.  As  Mr.  Hague  defines  moral  suasion,  he  says,  yes  ;  but  according  to  the  other 
definition  of  it,  he  says,  no  ? — I  do  not  think  that  was  exactly  fair.  The  question  was 
very  broad,  including,  as  I  understood,  the  more  important  sense  and  the  less  important 
moral  means,  such,  for  instance,  as  a  good  word  of  advice. 

117.  Your  answer  is  according  to  your  definition  ? — Yes, 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

118.  I  understood  y^u  to  say  that  a  resolution  was  introduced  at  the  last  annual 
meeting  of  the  synod  in  regard  to  this  matter  ?— Yes. 

119.  Will  you  supply  the  Commission  with  a  copy  of  the  resolution  and  the  amend- 
ment ? — Yes. 

By  Jtidge  McDonald : 

120.  By  moral  suasion  I  understand  you  to  mean  all  Christian  means,  including 
the  preaching  of  the  gospel,  the  word  of  God,  advice  spoken  by  a  friend,  and  the  grace 
of  God  operating  on  a  man's  heart  ? — If  you  ask  me  if  anything  is  going  to  turn  the 
drunkard  from  the  error  of  his  ways  except  the  supernatural  grace  of  God,  I  say,  no. 

121.  The  question  was  whether,  taking  these  moral  influences  as  so  defined  and  in- 
cluding the  one  of  which  you  speak,  you  believe  they  form  a  more  potent  weapon  against 
intemperance  thait  any  mere  legislation  of  man  ? — That  is  a  very  serious  question.  I  do 
not  want  to  present  myself  in  a  false  light,  or  give  the  Commission  any  erroneous  idea 
of  my  views.  Having  heard  the  question  read  over  to  me,  I  answer,  yes.  i  would 
like  to"  add  that  I  think  we  ought  to  consider  whether  it  is  not  right  for  us  to  add  every 
potent  agent  we  possibly  can  to  supplement  and  abet  this  work  of  G^  in  the  heart. 
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By  Mr,  Clarke : 

122.  How  do  you  consider  your  efforts,  as  a  Christian  minister,  can  be  best  sup- 
plemented, by  prohibition,  or  by  a  rigid  license  law,  or  by  free  trade  in  the  sale  of  liquor  ? — 
I  am  not  prepared  to  answer  that  question. 

123.  You  have  been  here  two  years,  I  understand? — Yes. 

124.  Has  there  been  any  improvement  since  you  have  been  here? — lam  an  im- 
mensely busy  man.  I  am  rushed  to  my  teeth  every  day,  and  except  in  regard  to  the 
practical  work  in  mjr  own  parish  I  can  say  very  little  about  the  matter.  They  say  that 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  drinking  here  in  Halifax  which  might  be  stopped.  They  say  that 
the  license  inspectors  might  do  more  than  they  do,  and  that  they  do  nothing  at  all. ,  But 
that  is  all  hearsay ;  I  am  only  stating  what  I  have  heard. 

1 25.  You  cannot  say  whether  there  has  been  any  improvement  since  you  have  been 
here,  or  the  reverse? — I  cannot  say  from  my  own  knowledge. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod :  \ 

y.  126.  Leaving  aside  the  spiritual  forces  that  are  at  work  in  a  man,  -which  you  s^y 
are  necessary  to  his  conversion,  or  to  his  being  rescued  from  the  drink  l)abit  in  the  case 
of  one  who  has  been  given  up  to  it,  do  you  believe  that  moral  influences,  which  are 
understood  as  teaching  about  the  evils  of  intemperance  and  counsel  as  to  habits,  are  in 
themselves  sufficient;  or  do  you  think  it  is  well  to  have  those  influences  sup- 
ported by  such  legal  enactments  as  will  be  a  protection  to  the  man,  even  against  himself 
and  his  weakness  ? — I  think,  if  it  were  possible,  it  would  be  a  grand  thing  to  have  a 
protection  against  the  man  himself,  and  to  have  this  thing  removed.  It  is  the  general 
opinion  amongst  thoughtful  men  that  it  would  be  a  great  benefit  to  humanity.  Men 
who  have  liquor  in  their  own  homes  and  wine  on  their  own  tables  have  often  told  me 
they  would  like  to  see  this  done  away  with. 

127.  Then  moral  suasion,  without  that  greatly  important  feature  to  which  you 
refer,  the  grace  of  God  in  the  heart,  is  not  of  itself  enough  to  save  a  man  from  intem- 
perance ? — I  did  not  say  that. 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

128.  Have  you  ever  worked  in  a  parish  where  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  was  in 
force  ? — Yes ;  in  Brock  ville.  ^ 

1 29.  What  was  your  experience  there  ? — It  was  only  hearsay. 

1 30.  You  cannot  express  any  personal  opinion  upon  that  ? — It  is  a  very  difficult 
thing  to  give  an  opinion.  The  Scott  Act  seemed  for  the  first  year  or  two  to  have  a 
very  beneficial  effect,  but  afterwards  there  were  many  groggeries,  which  diminished 
that  good  effect,  and  made  the  acquisition  of  liquor  easy. 

131.  Was  the  Act  repealed  when  an  opportunity  was  afforded  tp  the  electors? — I 
think  it  was. 

132.  Do  you  know  what  caused  the  change  in  public  opinion? — I  think  the  feeling 
that  it  was  not  what  it  promised  to  be.  Here,  again,  I  am  only  speaking  without 
deliberation.  There  was  a  feeling  that  some  people  were  at  fault  in  the  working  of  the 
Act,  and  that  somehow  or  other  it  did  not  work  as  it  was  supposed  to,  and  that  the 
inspectors,  or  the  authorities,  did  not  carry  it  out. 

.  By  tlis  Ghaimuin  : 

133.  And  it  was  repealed  by  a  large  majority? — I  could  not  tell  you  that  without 
referring  to  the  statistics. 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

134.  After  the  repeal  of  the  Scott  Act  in  Brock  ville,  was  there  any  marked  increase 
in  drunkenness  and  crime? — Of  course,  there  was  great  jubilation  among  the  liquor 
people  at  the  time  the  Act  was  repealed,  and  there  may  have  been  some  increase  at  that 
time  ;  but  afterwards,  I  cannot  say  there  was  any  increase. 

135.  In  your  experience,  during  the  time  the  Act  was  in  operation,  was  there  a 
diminution  in  drunkenness  and  crime  ?^— I  think  there  was  in  the  first  few  months,  but 
it  is  very  difficult  to  answer  a  question  like  that. 

Rev.  Dyson  Hague. 
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By  Judge  McDoncdd :  ,  ' 

136.  As  a  clergyman,  visiting  the  homes  of  the  people,  you  might  be  able  to  tell 
lis  1 — A  clergyman  generally  visits  among  the  better  class  of  the  community ;  and  if  all 
the  people  belonged  to  the  churches,  you  would  not  have  all  this  bother. 

137.  But  visiting  some  families,  as  I  suppose  you  must,  where  there  is  drink,  you 
might  be  able  to  state  1 — In  that  case  they  are  bad,  and  they  will  get  it  anyhow.  They 
are  bound  to  get  it,  because  the  devil  is  in  them ;  and  you  have  to  get  the  devil  out  of 
them,  before  they  will  change. 

138.  From  your  experience  as  a  clergyman,  and  knowledge  of  life  in  those  homes, 
can  you  state  whether  at  the  time  the  prohibitory  law  was  in  force,  it  was  found  that 
the  drinking  members  of  the  families  did  not  drink  as  much,  or  did  not  drink  at  all,  or 
drank  more  ? — I  think  he  is  a  wonderful  clergyman  who  can  tell  you.  I  go  once  a  month 
to  visit  a  family,  or  if  it  is  a  bad  family,  I  go  once  a  week.  I  may  go  in,  and  the  man 
may  be  perfectly  sober.  I  may  talk  to  the  wife,  and  she  says,  "  Yes,  he  has  been  drink- 
ing lately."  But  he  may  drink  by  fits  and  starts.  It  is  difficult  to  say  whether  he 
drinks  by  fits  and  starts  under  the  Scott  Act,  or  when  the  Scott  Act  is  not  in  force.  I 
am  a  strong  temperance  man,  and  I  want  to  see  everything  temperate,  but  it  is  quite 
impossible  to  state  absolute  facts. 


DANIEL  W.  B.  REID,  Middle  Musquodoboit,  License  Inspector  for  the  Munici- 
pality of  Halifax  County,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : — 

By  the  Chairman : 

139.  I  understand  you  are  inspector  of  the  municipality  of  Halifax  county? — Yes. 

140.  You  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  city  of  Halifax,  I  presume? — No  ;  nor  with 
the  town  of  Dartmouth. 

141.  How  long  have  you  held  your  present  office  ? — Five  years  last  February. 

142.  Are  you  a  native  of  Nova  Scotia  ? — Yes. 

143.  Have  you  lived  here  all  your  life? — Yes. 

144.  By  whom  is  the  appointment  made  ? — It  is  made  by  the  municipal  council, 
and  confirmed  by  the  Local  Government. 

145.  The  municipal  council  make  the  appointment,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Local  Government? — Yes. 

146.  Can  you  st-ate  to  the  Commission  the  number  of  members  composing  the 
municipal  council  ? — Twenty-eight  or  twenty-nine,  I  think ;  I  could  not  state  exactly  the 
number,  but  it  is  between  twenty-eight  and  thirty. 

147.  Will  you  kindly  describe  to  the  Commission  the  character  of  your  duties? — 
My  duties  are  to  receive  applications  for  licenses,  to  investigate  the  applications  and  to 
report  to  the  council ;  and  if  the  applications  are  g^ranted  by  the  council,  I  have  to  issue 
licenses.  I  visit  the  licensed  places  and  also  prosecute  persons  engaged  in  illegal  traffic. 

148.  You  prosecute  in  cases  of  breach  of  the  law? — Yes. 

149.  When  you  speak  of  applications  for  licenses,  in  what  way  do  they  come 
before  you?  As  individual  applications? — Individual  applications,  accompanied  in  each 
case  by  a  petition  from  ratepayers  in  the  district  in  respect  of  which  the  applicant 
is  applying. 

150.  When  you  ^ay  "district,"  what  do  you  mean? — I  mean  a  polling  district. 

151.  And  what  proportion  of  the  ratepayers  have  to  sign  the  petition  ? — Two-thirds 
have  to  sign  the  requisition. 

152.  When  you  receive  a  requisition  signed  in  that  way,  what  course  do  you  adopt 
in  respect  to  it  ?---The  signatures  have  to  be  sworn  to  by  the  person  in  whose  presence 
they  were  signed.  Then  I  compare  the  signatures  with  the  rate  roll,  and  see  that  they 
are  genuine. 

153.  You  see  that  the  parties  are  registered  ? — Yes. 
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153a.  You  cannot,  of  course,  tell  whether  the  signatures  are  genuine  or  not  ? — No, 
but  I  see  whether  the  parties  are  registered  or  not ;  and  then  if  there  is  any  ol^jection, 
I  hold  a  court  of  inquiry ;  and  if  there  is  no  objection,  I  report  to  the  council. 

154.  What  evidence  do  you  take  as  to  the  genuineness  of  the  signatures  to  the 
petition  ?-^They  are  all  sworn  to ;  "I  do  not  take  any  evidence  in  regard  to  that  matter, 
unless  there  is  an  objection  made  to  some  of  the  names. 

155.  Does  the  petition  contain  a  space  for  the  witnesses  to  attest? — The  party  in 
whose  presence  it  is  signed  has  to  attest  every  signature. 

156.  On  oath?— Yes. 

157.  Where  does  he  take  the  oath  ?- — Before  a  justice  of  the  peace. 

158.  And  when  you  are  satisfied  as  to  the  genuineness  of  the  signatures  you  take 
into  consideration,  I  suppose,  the  representations  against  granting  the  petition,  where 
there  are  any  representations  made  ? — Yes ;  when  there  are  any  representations  made  I 
hold  a  court  of  inquiry,  that  is,  if  any  objections  are  offered. 

159.  Do  you  hold  an  open  court,  or  make  an  investigation? — Yes. 

160.  Then  you  practically  determine  whether  the  man  shall  have  aMiqense  or  not? 
— No  ;  that  is  left  with  the  municipal  council,  for,  although  my  report  may  be  favour- 
able, they  need  not  grant  the  application. 

161.  But  what  is  the  usual  practice? — -They  have  always  aci^ed  according  to  ray 
report. 

162.  In  making  a  recommendation,  are  you  at  all  influenced  by  the  existing  number 
of  places  for  the  sale  of  liquors  ? — No.  There  have  been  veiy  few  in  the  county  ;  there 
never  have  been  more  than  seven  or  eight  applications  granted  for  the  whole  county. 

163.  How  many  licenses  are  at  present  in  force  in  the  county? — Only  two  this 
year ;  there  were  three  licenses  granted,  but  only  two  have  been  taken  out. 

164.  Is  that  a  lesa  number  than  were  granted  when  you  undertook  the  office  of 
inspector? — Yes,  a  less  number;  but  there  were  more  than  that  number  several  years 
since. 

165.  What  is  the  highest  number  that  has  ever  existed  during  your  time? — Six,  I 
think. 

166.  The  number  has  been  as  high  as  six ;  and  it  is  now  two? — Yes. 

167.  What  is  the  license  fee? — $150  for  hotel  license  and  $100 tor  shop  license. 

168.  Will  you  say  what  you  mean  by  a  shop  license? — Selling  in  quantities  not 
less  than  a  pint. 

169.  Not  to  be  drunk  on  the  premises  ?— Not  to  be  drunk  on  the  premises. 

1 70.  Have  you  any  licenses  of  that  sort  now  in  force  ? — Not  now ;  we  have  only 
these  two  hotel  licenses. 

171.  Where  are  those  licensed  houses  situated  ?-— One  is  on  St.  Margaret's  Bay 
Road,  about  fourteen  miles  from  the  city,  and  the  other  is  about  six  miles  from  the  city. 

172.  What  population  is  near  to  them? — It  is  very  scattered;  these  houses  are 
resorted  to  by  people  from  the  city  altogether. 

173.  Do  you  say  the  city  people  resort  there  ? — Yes  ;  they  drive  out  po  them. 

174.  Do  they  form  a  kind  of  summer  resort? — People  drive  out  to  them  during  the 
afternoons,  and  they  are  also  visited  Jby  people  who  go  fishing  or  hunting. 

175.  Have  you  had  to  undertake  many  prosecutions? — Quite  a  number. 

176.  How  many  in  the  year? — On  an  average,  upwards  of  thirty. 

177.  What  is  the  character  of  the  infringements  of  the  law? — Selling  without  a 
license. 

178.  Have  you  been  successful  yn.  most  of  these  prosecutions? — In  about  82  per 
cent,  perhaps.  Out  of  159  cases  during  the  five  years,  I  succeeded  in  126;  I  am  not 
counting  the  balance  of  this  year.  Let  me  explain  :  I  did  not  commence  work  until 
March,  five  years  ago,  and  I  have  made  my  returns  for  the  remaining  part  of  that  year, 
up  to  the  end  of  the  year,  and  I  have  not  taken  into  account  any  cases,  since  Ist 
January  last.  ' 

179.  Your  term  of  office  commenced  in  March? — My  term  commenced  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  but  I  reported  up  to  March.  The  council  meets  pn  the  second 
Tuesday  in  January,  and  my  report  must  be  in  then. 

Dan.  W.  B.  Reid. 
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By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

180.  When  does  the  license  year  commence  ? — On  15th  March. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

181.  Do  these  two  parties  holding  licenses  keep  respectable  houses? — Yes. 

182.  Do  they  observe  the  law? — Well,  so  far  as  I  know,  they  do.  There  are  no 
complaints.  I  visit  them  occasionally,  and  I  see  no  signs  of  infringement  of  the  law  ; 
but  perhaps  there  may  be. 

183.  What  is  the  character  of  the  places  where  liquor  is  sold  without  license,  as  a 
general  rule  ;  I  refer  to  -those  places'where  breaches  of  the  law  occur  ? — They  are  very 
low  places — very  inferior  places. 

184.  Are  they  off  the  main  roads  ?— Some  of  them  are  ;  there  is  occasionally  one, 
a  respectable  place,  on  the  public  road. 

185.  Are  they  houses  of  entertainment? — Occasionally;  two  or  three  I  had 
occasion  to  prosecute  kept  houses  of  entertainment. 

186.  Where  they  supplied  meals? — Yes. 

187.  Then  the  county  receives  only  a  comparatively  small  revenue  from  the  issue 
of  licenses  ? — The  amount  is  not  very  large. 

188.  Do  the  fines  collected  from  cases  of  infringement  of  the  law  meet  the  expendi- 
ture incurred? — The  fines  and  the  license  fees  do. 

189.  I  am  speaking  of  cases  where  the  law  has  been  infringed:  have  the  fines 
collected  paid  the  expense  of  prosecuting  the  parties  ? — Yes,  and  more. 

1 90.  Is  there  much  drunkenness  in  the  county  ? — No ;  occasionally  cases  occur. 

191.  Do  those  occasional  cases  of  drunkenness  arise  at  those  licensed  establishments 
or  at  the  unlicensed  ones  or  at  private  houses? — They  6ccur  in  this  way  :  parties  club 
together  and  send  and  get  liquor. 

1 92.  They  take  it  to  their  homes  ? — They  take  it  to  their  homes,  or  to  some  resort, 
and  get  drunk.  That  is  in  the  mining  and  lumbering  districts.  That  is  the  greatest 
trouble  at  the  present  time,  and  most  of  the  drunkenness  occurs  in  this  way.  If  there  is 
a  picnic  or  a  trip  to  public  garden^,  there  are  some  people  who  always  prepare  them- 
selves in  this  manner. 

193.  If  more  licenses  were  granted,  do  you  think  there  would  be  less  drunkenness  ? 
— I  did  not  say  that. 

1 94.  No ;  but  I  am  asking  your  opinion  ? — I  do  not  know  about  that.  I  think  if 
the  county  was  free  from  licenses  and  illicit  trafiic,  it  would  have  less  drunkenness. 

195.  You  do  not  think  an  increase  in  the  number  of  licensed  places  would  decrease 
dmnkenness  in  the  county  ? — No. 

196.  Have  you  had  any  experience  of  the  working  of  what  is  known  as  the  Scott 
Act  ? — No ;  we  never  had  it  in  our  county. 

197.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  as  to  the  operation  of  it — as  to  whether,  if  you 
had  it  in  your  county,  it  would  lessen  di-unkenness  or  not  ? — No ;  I  cannot  say  that  I 
have.      I  believe  it  is  successful  in  some  counties,  fairly  so. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

198.  Is  Dartmouth  within  your  jurisdiction  ? — No;  it  is  a  separate  town. 

199.  Are  there  any  other  towns  and  villages  separate? — No;  there  is  Halifax  and 
Dartmouth  and  the  municipality  of  Halifax  county. 

200.  Have  you  any  villages  of  any  considerable  size  in  the  county  ? — Not  very 
large  ones ;  the  population  is  very  scattered  and  the  county  is  extensive. 

201.  These  two  houses  which  have  licenses  are  like  roadside  houses,  I  suppose? — 
Yes.  There  were  licensed  houses  in  Bedford  and  places  like  that,  but  they  failed  to 
get  their  licenses  last  year. 

202.  It  appeara  the  law  requires  that  two-thirds  of  the  ratepayers'  names  shall 
appear  on  the  petition  for  an  application  for  a  license  ? — Yes. 

203.  So  far  as  your  knowledge  extends,  are  there  parties  who  try"  to  get  the  neces- 
sary papers  to  enable  them  to  apply  for  licenses  and  fail  to  secure  the  requisite  number 
of  signatures  ? — Yes  ;  I  know  of  my  own  knowledge  several  cases  in  which  the  parties 
have  failed. 

21—2 
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204.  So,  if  it  was  not  for  that  portion  of  your  license  law  requiring  that  number 
of  signatures  to  appear  on  every  petition,  there  might  be  more  licenses  granted  ? — Yes. 

205.  So  the  eflect  of  requiring  two-thirds  of  the  ratepayers  to  sign  each  applica- 
tion for  a  license  is  to  diminish  the  number  of  licenses  granted  t — Yes. 

206.  Have  you  stringent  provisions  in  your  law  for  non-sale  on  the  Lord's  Day,  or 
is  there  any  provision  as  to  that  I — Only  in  regard  to  licensed  houses. 

207.  Of  course,  the  others  would  have  no  right  to  sell  at  any  time  1 — ^The  licensed 
hotels  are  allowed  to  sell  between  certain  hours  on  the  Lord's  Day. 

208.  Does  that  apply  to  all  ?--To  none  except  guests  in  the  house. 

209.  Then  the  people  in  the  neighbourhood  could  not  go  in  and  get  liquor  on  the 
Lord's  Day  ? — No ;  nor  on  any  day. 

210.  So,  under  your  license  law,  the  people  in  the  neighbourhood  cantibt  go  and 
get  drink  at  these  places.? — No  ;  unless  they  get  it  fraudulently. 

211.  Unless  the  law  is  violated  1 — They  c€mnot  get  it  except  as  guests. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

212.  Are  people  who  drive  out  from  Halifax  regarded  as  guests? — Yes. 

By  Judge  McDonald :  \ 

213.  They  are  treated  as  such  ? — Yes. 

214.  Then  those  people  who  do  sell  liquor  in  that  way  keep  houses  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  the  travelling  public,  and  may  sell  liquor  to  the  travelling  public,  but  none 
pthers  ? — Yes. 

215.  Then,  of  course,  they  may  sell  to  parties  as  being  travellers  on  the  Lord's 
Pay  ? — Between  certain  h6urs. 

216.  Have  you  any  prosecutions  for  sales  outside  of  those  hours? — No  ;  I  never 
had  any  complaints,  and  never  found  any  violations. 

217.  Do  your  duties  involve  travelling  about  from  time  to  time? — Yes;  I  make 
visits  a  certain  number  of  times  and  travel  through  my  district. 

218.  You  often  obtain  information  from  individuals  about  violations  of  the  law 
before  instituting  prosecutions,  I  presume  ? — Yes. 

219.  Are  the  prosecutions  instituted  under  your  own  name  as  a  public  officer? — 
Yes;  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  or  stipendiary  magistrate. 

220.  Is  the  county  council,  which  is  the  body  that  appointed  you  to  your  present 
position,  elected  by  the  ratepayers  ? — ^Yes. 

221.  Is  it  composed  of  men  representing  different  districts? — Yes.  Our  municipal 
council  is  composed  of  one  man  from  each  polling  district. 

222.  They  make  up  a  kind  of  county  council  ? — ^Yes. 

By  tJie  Chairman : 

223.  I  think  you  stated  that  at  one  time  there  were  as  many  as  six  licenses  granted  ? 
—Yes. 

224.  Had  you  more  drunkenness  then  than  you  have  now  ? — I  cannot  say  as  to 
that.     I  am  a  poor  subject  to  send  out  to  see  drunkenness. 

225.  We  are  only  asking  you  to  speak  from  your  own  experience  ? — I  could  not 
say.  I  do  not  see  much  drunkenness.  I  have  travelled  the  county  from  one  end  to  the 
oUier  and  have  not  seen  a  drunken  man. 

By  Judge  McDotwld : 

226.  When  the  six  licenses  were  issued,  were  they  issued  under  the  law  that 
requires  two-thirds  of  the  ratepayers  to  sign  each  application  ? — Yes,  the  same  law. 

By  ths  Chairman  : 

227.  You  have  no  knowledge  as  to  the  prevalence  of  drunkenness  at  that  time  as 
compared  with  now  ? — No.  The  licenses  are  all  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city,  and  I  never 
saw  a  drunken  man  about  any  of  the  licensed  houses. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

228.  Do  you  see  drunken  men  about  the  unlicensed  places  ? — Frequently ;  I  have 
not  seen  drunken  men  in  them,  but  about  them. 

Dan.  W.  B.  Rbid. 
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By  Judge  McDonald : 

229.  When  you  were  in  the  neighbourhood  would  hardly  be  the  time  they  would 
,  be  exhibiting  themselves  ? — There  is  the  difficulty  I  have  in  getting  information. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

230.  You  have  been  five  years  inspector,  I  believe  ? — Yes. 

231.  Prior  to  your  inspectorship,  how  many  illicit  places  were  there  in  the  county? 
— I  could  hardly  tell  you. 

232.  Take  the  time  immediately  preceding  your  appointment  % — I  could  not  say. 
When  I  began,  there  were  a  large  number  selling  openly. 

233.  How  long  did  they  continue  after  you  were  appointed  ? — Not  very  long ;  they 
have  been  getting  less,  I  think,  every  year. 

234.  Do  you  have  great  difficulty  in  enforcing  the  law  ? — Well,  any  law  is  difficult 
to  enforce,  and  perhaps  a  liquor  law  is  more  difficult  than  other  laws. 

235.  What  were  your  difficulties  chiefly  ? — The  difficulty  of  getting  evidence  was 
one.     Another  difficulty  was  that  of  getting  justices  of  the  peace  to  enforce  the  law. 

236.  How  have  you  overcome  those  difficulties  ? — They  overcame  themselves  in 
•  some  way,  I  do  not  know  how.     The  justices  got  into  sympathy  with  us  in  regard  to 

•enforcing  the  law,  and  the  public  grew  to  have  confidence  in  those  who  were  attempt- 
ing to  enf61rce  it,  and  I  got  information  from  quarters  from  which  I  did  not  expect  it, 
and  I  finally  got  tfie  sympathy  of  the  community  in  which  the  evil  existed. 
337.  So  you  did  not  find  it  impossible  to  enforce  the  law? — Not  at  all. 

238.  From  your  experience  of  five  years,  are  you  persuaded  it  is  as  passible,  if  the 
officials  mean  business,  to  enforce  the  law  against  any  other  act  that  is  illegal  ? — There 
is  no  difficulty  at  all.  Perhaps  you  have  not  behind  you  and  with  you  public  sympathy 
as  strongly  as  you  have  in  cases  of  theft ;  but  there  is  no  difficulty  in  enforcing  the  law. 

239.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  there  is  not  so  much  drunkenness  now,  so  far  as 
your  observation  goes,  as  there  was  five  years  ago  ? — There  was  more  five  years  ago. 

240.  I  presume  that  drunken  people  are  likely  to  keep  out  of  your  way  ? — I  do  not 
know. 

241.  Not  for  fear  that  you  may  arrest  them,  but  lest  you  may  require  them  as  wit- 
nesses against  sellers  of  drink,  either  licensed  or  illicit  ? — I  do  not  know  whether  they 
keep  out  of  my  way  or  not,  I  do  not  often  see  them,  there  is  not  as  much  drunkenness 
now  as  formerly. 

242.  Prior  to  your  acceptance  of  office,  what  provision  was  made  for  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  law? — This  law  was  made  in  1886,  and  it  required  the  appointment  of  an 
inspector  to  enforce  it,  and  I  was  the  first  inspector  appointed  by  the  council.  Under 
the  previous  law  there  was  no  provision  other  than  that  anybody  might  prosecute. 

243.  So,  from  your  experience,  your  impression  is  that  the  law  can^be  enforced,  if 
the  officials  intend  to  enforce  it  ? — There  is  no  difficulty  in  the  world,  according  to  my 
mind. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

244.  Vould  that  answer  apply  to  the  city  of  Halifax  ? — I  do  not  know  anything 
about  this  city.       ^ 

245.  Then  it  only  applies  to  the  county  ? — Yes. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

246.  You  are  speaking  only  with  respect  to  your  own  county  ? — Yes. 
By  Judge  McDonald : 

247.  Is  it  your  duty  to  visit  these  houses  that  are  licensed  ? — Yes. 

248.  To  see  as  to  the  accommodation  that  is  provided  by  them  ? — Yes. 

249.  What  accommodation  is  necessary  under  the  law  ? — They  must  be  prepared  to 
keep  a  certain  number  of  guests. 

250.  How  many  ? — I  do  not  remember.  There  have  to  be  a  certain  number  of 
beds  and  stabling  to  accommodate  a  certain  number  of  horses.  I  forget  the  number  of 
beds  required,  but  it  is  either  four  or  six. 

21-2i 
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251.  Have  you  to  investigate  as  to  the  quality  of  liquor  they  keep? — No. 

252.  Nor  as  to  the  quantity  they  keep  ?— -No. 

253.  Do  you  know  anything  as  to  the  quality  of  liquor  sold  in  those  places — I  do 
not  mean  to  say  from  your  personal  tasting  of  them — as  to  whether  the  liquors  are  of 
good  class,  or  are  adulterated  ? — I  do  not  know  anything  about  them. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

254.  Have, you  had  any  trouble  with  persons  holding  licenses  in  the  county  as  to 
violations  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  license  law  1 — No. 

255.  In  regard  to  selling  after  hours,  or  selling  to  minors,  or  selling  to  drunken 
men  ? — There  have  been  no  complaints,  and  I  have  not  seen  any  violations  of  the  law, 
and  I  have  had  no  cases  to  prosecute. 

256.  You  have  not  made  any  investigation  about  that  ? — I  Visit  the  houses  occa- 
sionally and  go  throygh  the  premises,  and  also  where  the  liquor  is  kept,  and  I  see  that 
everything  is  in  proper  shape,     I  have  found  no  reason  for  complaint. 

257.  What  are  the  limitations  as  to  hours  of  sale  ? — They  close  at  nine  o'clock  at 
night. 

258.  They  close  on  Saturday  night  at  a  certain  hour  and  open  on  Monday  morn- 
ing ? — They  are  allowed  to  sell  to  guests  on  the  Sabbath  between  the  hours  of  one  and* 
three,  and  I  think  five  and  seven. 

259.  Is  there  an  idea  that  because  a  man  complies  with  the  requirements  of  the 
liquor  law  as  regards  the  obtaining  of  a  license,  the  officials  are  therefore  not  supposed 
to  be  very  particular  about  any  little  violation  of  the  other  provisions  of  the  law  ? — I 
suppose-it  is  taken  for  granted  when  a  man  complies  with  the  law  enough  to  get  a 
license,  that  he  means  to  comply  with  the  law  right  through. 

By  the  CJuiirman  : 

260.  Still  your  duty  is  to  visit  those  places  and  inspect  them,  and  see  that  the  law,, 
so  far  as  you  can  see  to  it,  is  obeyed  1 — Yes. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

261.  And  you  do  that]— Yes. 
By  the  Chairman : 

262.  And  you  have  not  had  occasion  to  prosecute  the  keepers  of  the  two  hotels  1 — 
No. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

263.  Then  the  unlicensed  places  have  given  you  the  trouble  1 — Yes. 


GARRET  COTTER,  city  marshal,  of  Halifax,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
follows : — 

By  the  Chairman  : 

264.  How  long  haveyou  lived  here  ? — Nearly  all  my  life. 

265.  How  long  have  you  filled  the  office  of  city  marshal  ? — For  30  years. 

266.  Will  you  kindly  tell  the  Commission  the  nature  of  your  duties  l — They  are 
those  of  chief  of  police,  collector  of  debts,  and  city  marshal. 

267.  You  are  head  of  the  police  force  1 — Yes. 

268.  When  you  say  collector  of  debts,  what  do  you  mean  ? — I  mean  of  the  city 
civil  court.     I  am  similar  to  a  sheriff,  collecting  small  debts  incurred  within  the  city. 

269.  Will  you  kindly  tell  the  Commission  the  system  upon  which  licenses  are 
granted  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor  in  the  city  of  Halifax  ? — I  cannot  answer  that 
question.  The  inspector  of  licenses  will  be  better  posted  than  I  am  in  regard  to  that, 
matter. 

Dan.  W.  B.  Reid. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MINUTES   OF   EVIDENCE,    NOVA   SCOTIA.  ,  21 

270.  Is  it  the  duty  of  the  police  force  to  see  that  the  law  and  the  city  regulations 
in  regard  to  the  sale  of  liquor  are  enforced  ? — It  is  to  a  great  extent. 

271.  To  what  extent  ? — I  would  not  wish  a  policeman  to  enter  premises  to  see  that 
the  law  was  being  carried  out  unless  accompanied  by  a  sergeant.  I  should  not  know 
but  that  he  was  going  in  for  a  drink  for  himself. 

272.  Is  it  not  part  of  the  duty  of  the  police  to  see  that  the  city  regulations  and 
the  law  are  observed  ? — It  is  part  of  their  duty. 

273.  In  what  way  do  they  perform  that  duty  ? — ^The  police  officer  performs  it, 
accompanied  by  a  sergeant. 

274.  These  officers  visit  the  houses  1 — Yes. 

275.  ArQ  these  sergeants  appointed  as  deputy  inspectors  ? — Yes  ;  there  are  six  of 
them. 

276.  Do  they  perform  that  part  of  their  duty  of  inspection  under  your  direction,  or 
under  the  direction  of  the  inspector  of  licenses  ?-— Under  the  direction  of  both.  They 
very  frequently  assist  the  inspector  in  visiting  these  places.  ' 

277.  If  they  make  a  visit  to  a  liquor  establishment,  or  make  an  investigation  as  to 
where  liquor  is  being  sold,  is  it  done  at  your  instance,  or  at  the  instance  of  the  inspector 
of  hcenses,  or  on  complaint  made  ? — We  have  had  very  little  of  that  to  do  since  the 
new  law  amie  into  force.  I  do  not  know  that  we  have  had  one  instance  brought  up 
during  the  last  two  or  three  or  four  or  five  years. 

278.  One  instance  of  what  ? — Seizing  liquor  by  the  police  in  a  tavern  or  unlicensed 
place. 

279.  Some  of  the  police  must  have  visited  liquor  selHng  establishments  during  that 
time  ;  have  they  done  so  under  your  instructions,  or  under  the  instructions  of  the  license 
inspe<;tor  1 — Wherever  there  is  a  threatened  violation  of  the  law  the  police  are  in  duty 
bound  to  see  that  the  law  is  carried  out. 

280.  Do  they  look  for  violations  of  the  law,  or  do  they  only  act  when  complaints 
are  made  ? — I  cannot  tell.  As  I  have  said,  I  do  not  know  of  one  instance  since  this 
new  Act  has  been  in  force,  of  a  liquor  dealer  being  brought  up  for  selling  in  small 
quantities.     They  are  not  supposed  to  sell  less  than  a  bottle. 

281.  At  inns  and  saloons  they  sell  liquor  in  quantities  less  than  thati — I  presume 
they  do. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  :' 

282.  Are  they  authorized  to  do  so  ? — No,  it  is  contrary  to  law  t9  sell  less  than  a 
bottle. 

By  the  Cfiaimian : 

283.  Is  there  no  exception  in  favour  of  guests  at  hotels,  or  travellers? — I  believe 
there  is,  but  not  m  regard  to  drink  ng  at  a  bar. 

284.  Then  liquor  is  not  sold  in  Halifax  over  the  counter  in  smaller  quantities  than 
a  bottle  ? — Yes,  it  is. 

285.  Is  that  against  the  law  ? — Yes ;  it  ia  a  violation  of  the  law. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

286.  You  mean  that  liquor  is  thus  sold  by  persons  who  hold  licenses  ? — Yes. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

287.  Notwithstanding  the  seven  inspectors? — Yes.  That  is  my  impression.  I 
have  never  witnessed  any  liquor  sold  over  tlie  counter,  but  it  is  my  impression  that  it  is 
sold  and  drank  in  some  of  the  taverns. 

By  the  Cluiirman : 

288.  You  say  there  have  been  very  few  complaints,  indeed,  against  liquor  sellers  ? 
— ^Within  the  last  four  or  five  years  there  have  been  verj  few,  indeed. 

289.  You  have  some  knowledge  of  the  cases  which  come  before  the  police  court,  I 
suppose  I — I  have  some  knowledge  of  them. 

290.  Are  the  cases  of  drunkenness  and  offences  agamst  the  liquor  law  more  numer- 
ous than  they  were  four  or  five  years  ago  ? — I  do  not  think  they  are  more  numerous. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


22  ROYAL   COMMISSION   ON   THE   LIQUOR  TRAFFIC. 

291.  Are  there  more  licensed  houses  established  now  than  there  were  four  or  five 
years  ago  ? — I  think  there  ar6  fewer.  But,  as  I  have  already  said,  the  inspector  of 
licenses  is  the  one  who  can  properly  answer  these  questions. 

By  Judge  McDorudd : 

292.  You  have  spoken  of  the  provisions  of  the  license  law  allowing  hotels  to  sell  by 
the  bottle  as  the  smallest  quantity.  Do  you  know  whether  there  is  a  system  of  shop 
licenses  in  addition  ? — Yes,  I  believe  so. 

293.  Do  you  know  anything  as  to  the  working  of  that  system  ?  As  to  the  limiting 
of  a  sale  to  a  pint  ? — Not  less  than  a  bottle  can  be  sold. 

294.  Can  you  speak  of  your  own  knowledge  of  the  working  of  the  shop  licenses  ? — 
No ;  I  cannot. 

295.  Do  you  attend  at  the  police  court  in  the  discharge  of  your  duties  1 — I  do 
sometimes. 

296.  Have  you  been  present  at  any  time  when  cases  have  been  heard  in  which 
people  were  charged  with  drunkenness  ? — There  are  a  good  many  of  these  cases. 

297.  Have  you  been  present  at  these  trials  ? — Yes. 

298.  Has  any  investigation  been  made  as  to  how  the  people  obtained  the  liquor 
with  which  they  got  drunk  ? — If  you  ask  them  where  they  got  the  liquor,  they  say  they 
got  it  out  of  a  bottle. 

299.  Within  your  knowledge,  has  any  case  been  tried  in  court  in  which  proof  has 
been  given  that  the  quantity  sold  was  less  than  a  bottle  ?— No.  I  have  sometimes  seen 
men  myself  in  the  by-ways  and  on  the  wharfs,  drinking  out  of  a  bottle. 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

300.  Is  it  your  opinion,  having  had  experience  as  chief  constable  of  this  city,  that 
there  is  more  drunkenness  in  Halifax  now  than  there  was  say  five  years  ago  ? — It  has 
not  increased. 

301.  There  is  no  more  drunkenness  in  Halifax  now,  in  your  opinion,  than  there  was 
five  years  ago? — No ;  nor  twenty  years  ago.      ' 

302.  Has  the  number  of  bonvictions  for  being  drunk  and  disorderly  increased 
during  the  last  five  years  ? — No ;  it  has  not.     If  anything,  it  has  decreased. 

303.  Your  experience  enables  you  to  state  that  definitely  ? — I  make  an  annual 
report,  showing  the  different  offences,  and  my  last  report  showed  that  between  four 
hundred  and  five  hundred  people  had  been  arrested  for  drunkenness,  or  for  being  under 
the  influence  of  drink. 

304.  How  did  your  last  report  compare  with  previous  reports  ? — The  number  was 
something  less. 

305.  Then  you  give  the  Commission  as  your  opinion  that  there  is  less  drunkenness, 
and  that  fewer  people  have  been  convicted  of  drunkenness,  within  the  last  five  years? — 
Yes.  I  may  say  also  that  very  many  of  those  persons  brought  before  the  police  court 
for  drunkenness  have  been  there  on  probably  five  or  six  previous  occasions,  and  this 
person  appears  on  the  records  every  time  as  a  fresh  individual,  instead  of  the  same 
individual. 

306.  Is  it  not  the  duty  of  the  police  force  to  aid  the  license  inspector  ? — Yes. 

307.  And  the  police  force  enforces  the  law  ? — I  suppose,  to  the  best  of  their  ability, 
they  do. 

308.  Have  there  been  many  convictions  secured  during  the  last  twelve  months  for 
selling  liquor  without  a  license  ? — I  think  there  have  been  several  convictions  for  selling 
without  a  license.     Two  cases  are  now  pending. 

309.  Has  the  number  of  places  where  liquor  is  sold  illegally,  increased  or  decreased 
during  the  last  five  years  ? — It  has  not  increased.  In  company  with  the  inspector  of 
license,  I  have  visited  several  places  where  it  was  alleged  liquor  was  illegally  sold,  and 
we  searched  the  premises  fromtgarrct  to  cellar,  but  failed  to  find  any  liquor  there, 
although  persons  declared  there  was  liquor  sold  on  the  premises. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

310.  Does  the  law  prohibit  the  sale  of  liquor  to  persons  under  a  certain  age? — Yes. 

311.  What  is  the  age  ?— 21  years. 
Garret  Cotter. 
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312.  Persons  under  21  years  are  not  allowed  to  obtain  it  I — They  do  obtain  it. 

313.  The  liquor  sellers  are  not  allowed  by  law  to  sell  to  persons  under  21  years? 
—Yes. 

314.  Have  you  known  any  cases  in  the  police  court  in  which  persons  have  been 
tried  for  violating  the  law  in  that  respect  ? — No. 

315.  There  have  not  been  any  cases  of  that  kind  1 — No,  with  very  rare  exceptions. 

316.  Have  you  had  any  cases  in  the  police  court  within  your  time  in  which  persons 
were  charged  with  selling  liquor  to  persons  under  21  years  of  age — to  boys? — They  are 
mostly  young  men  who  are  brought  before  the  police  court  for  drunkenness,  most  of  them 
not  21  years  of  age. 

317.  They  appear  not  to  be  21  years  of  age,  I  suppose? — Very  many  of  them  do, 
the  larger  in  number. 

318.  Is  it  not  contrary  to  law  that  liquor  should  be  sold  to  those  persons  even  by 
the  bottle  ?— Yes. 

319.  Therefore,  whoever  sold  the  liquor  to  them  was  liable  to  be  punished  ? — They 
got  an  older  person  to  gp  in  and  buy  the  liquor  for  them. 

320.  How  do  you  know  that  ? — From  the  mouths  of  prisoners.  They  say  they  get 
an  older  person  to  buy  the  liquorj  and  then  drink  it  outside, 

321.  Are  infractions  of  the  license  law  tried  in  the  police  court? — ^Yes. 

322.  During  the  last  four  or  five  years,  has  any  man  been  tried  for  breaking  this 
provision  of  the  license  law  ? — I  do  not  remember ;  there  may  have  been,  but  I  cannot 
recollect. 

323.  There  may  have  been  a  few  cases,  you  think,  during  that  time  of  persons 
charged  with  selling  liquor  to  minors  or  selling  liquor  in  less  quantities  than  a  bottle  ? — 
I  do  not  reii^ember  of  any  cases — there  may  have  been  some.     I  am  not  every  day  in  the , 
police  court,  for  I  have  other  work  to  attend  to. 

B}/  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

324.  Are  we  to  understand  that  the  license  inspector  and  the  police  have  about  the 
same  duties  to  perform  in  regard  to  the  enforcement  of  the  license  law  ? — Yes. 

325.  And  you  have  equal  powers  ? — Equal  powers  with  the  inspector. 

326.  Then  the  police  force  does  not  leave  the  enforcement  of  the  law  to  the  inspec- 
tor, nor  does  the  inspector  leave  the  enforcement  of  the  law  to  the  police*,  but  they  work 
in  harmony  ? — Yes. 

By  tlie  CJiainnan : 

327.  If  there  is  an  infringement  of  the  law,  does  the  police  force  act  under  the 
license  inspector,  or  at  your  instance  ? — They  act  under  my  instructions. 

328.  Who  would  set  the  force  in  motion  ? — If  I  received  information  of  any  one 
illegally  selling  liquor,  I  would  communicate  with  the  inspector.  We,  accompanied  by 
the  police,  would  go  and  make  a  thorough  search  of  the  premises. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod : 

329.  I  understand  that  you  have  six  sergeants  who  were  appointed  deputy  inspec- 
tors ? — Yes. 

330.  They  are,  of  cours^j  still  under  your  control  as  chief  of  police? — Yes. 

331.  And  they  are  under  your  control  in  regard  to  carrying  out  the  license  laws 
and  other  laws  ? — Yes. 

332.  Since  they  have  been  appointed  deputy  inspectors,  how  many  times  have  you, 
as  chief,  instructed  them  to  visit  licenced  places  to  see  how  the  law  was  being  enforc^  ? 
— In  some  parts  of  the  city  there  are  only  one  or  two  licensed  houses,  and,  of  course, 
there  is  no  trouble  there.  In  regard  to  the  centre  and  north  end,  where  most  of  the 
licensed  places  are,  the  police  have  instructions  to  see  what  is  going  on. 

333.  Have  you  given  them  specific  instructions  at  diHerent  times  to  visit  the 
licensed  places  and  examine  into  and  ascertain  as  to  the  carrying  out  of  the  law  by 
the  licensees  ? — I  c^not  say  I  have  given  them  specific  instructions ;  but  I  have 
always  told  them,  if  they  saw  anything  wrong  in  regard  to  carrying  out  the  License 
Act,  to  look  into  it  for  themselves  and  report  the  parties. 
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^  334.  Your  instructions  have  been  general,  not  particular  ? — A  man  who  has  been 

appointed  and  sworn  in  as  an  officer,  does  not  require  instructions  to  carry  out  the  law. 

335.  Do  you  know  whether  the  chief  inspector  of  licenses,  whose  deputies  those 
sergeants  are,  heis  instructed  them  ? — I  cannot  say. 

336.  Have  your  sergeants,  as  deputy  inspectors  of  liceases,  reported  to  you  at  any 
time  as  to  infractions  of  the  law  ? — Yes ;  they  have. 

337.  In  writing  ? — No,  verbally.  The  report  I  receive  from  them  is  in  regard  to 
cases  where  liquor  is  sold  illicitly,  and  not  in  regard  to  licensed  houses. 

338.  Then  it  is  not  in  regard  to  the  violation  of  the  provisions  of  the  license  law 
by  licensees? — No. 

339.  Have  you  acted  on  the  verbal  reports  they  have  made  ? — I  have  always  been 
glad  to  know  the  facts. 

340.  What  is  your  rule  as  to  the  arresting  of  drunken  men  :  do  you  arrest  a  man 
simply  because  he  is  drunk,  if  he  is  not  in  any  way  disorderly,  or  are  your  officers  in- 
structed to  help  him  home  ? — They  very  often  help  him  home. 

'     341.  So  all  the  drunkards  in  the  city,  are  not  by  any  m?ans  arrested*? — No.  • 

342.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  drunkenness  in  Halifax  has  not  increased  during 
recent  years,  say  during  the  last  four,  five  or  six  years :  was  there  any  difference  in  the 
law  that  was  in  operation  then  and  the  law  now  ? — ^They  were  different  in  this  way  : 
previous  to  this  new  Act  a  person  might  go  into  a  tavern  and  call  for  a  drink.  He  took 
his  drink,  and  probably  he  was  satisfied  with  one  drink.  Now  they  go  in  and  buy  a 
bottle,  and  drink  that  or  carry  it  about  the  streets  until  they  get  drunk. 

343.  They  cannot  drink  it  on  the  premises? — No;  I  have  seen  them  drinking  out- 
side. I  have  seen  them  in  yards  and  by-ways  and  on  the  wharfs  drinking  from  flasks 
of  liquor  which  they  had  between  them. 

3i4.  Five  years  ago  were  there  more  licenses  issued  than  now? — I  believe  there 
were. 

345.  Then  the  decrease  in  the  licenses  has  not  particularly  diminished  the  drunken- 
ness?— My  impression  is,  in  fact  I  am  convinced,  that  drunkenness  is  not  so. prevalent 
now  as  it  was  live  or  six  years  ago.  I  judge  as  to  that  by  the  number  of  men  brought 
before  the  police  court.  Of  course,  I  know  there  are  many  men  who  get  drunk  on  the 
8  treet  and  are  assisted  home  by  the  police. 

346.  That  has  always  been  the  rule  ? — Yes. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

347.  Since  the,  new  license  law  came  into  force,  five  years  ago,  have  you  had  any 
prosecutions  in  your  court  for  breaches  of  it  ? — I  do  not  remember.  The  inspector  of 
licenses  will  tell  you.  ^ 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

348.  You  are  troubled  with  the  unlicensed  places,  I  understand  ? — Yes. 

349.  Then  you  think  one  of  the  effects  of  the  new  law  prohibiting  buying  a  glass 
of  whisky  or  a  drink  has  been  to  induce  men  to  buy  a  bottle,  and  go  outside  and  drink 
the  contents  until  they  got  drunk  ? — Yes. 

350.  They  buy  a  bottle  where  a  glass  would  otherwise  have  satisfied  them  ? — In 
very  many  instances. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

351.  How  do  you  account  for  the  decrease  in  drunkenness  during  the  last  few 
years  ?  The  effect  of  your  answer  to  Commissioner  Clarke  is  this,  that  the  operation  of 
the  present  license  law  permitting  liquor  only  to  l3e  sold  by  the  bottle  has  been  to  in- 
crease drunkenness,  and  you  say  that  where  the  people  formerly  got  a  glass,  now  they 
buy  a  bottle,  and  they  take  it  and  drink  from  it  until  they  get  drunk  ? — Yes. 

352.  That  means  that  the  effect  of  the  law  requiring  sale  by  the  bottle  has  been  to 
increase  the  amount  of  drunkenness  ? — Drunkenness  has  not  increased. 

353.  Why  ? — Before  the  new  law  came  into  force,  up  in  the  slums  of  the  city 
where  the  roughs  gather  there  were  disorderly  houses  where  the  people  got  drunk.  Now 
there  is  not  one  in  that  neighbourhood. 

Garret  Cotter. 
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354.  How  have  they  been  suppressed :  is  it  because  of  the  operations  of  the  new 
law  ? — They  could  not  get  licenses. 

355.  Does  the  jaew  law  require  two  thirds  of  the  voters  in  the  polling  district  to 
sign  the  application  for  licenses  ? — I  think  three-fifths. 

356.  Do  you  know  anything  as  to  the  class  of  liquors  sold,  whether  they  are  pure 
or  adulterated  ? — T  cannot  tell. 

357.  Have  complaints  come  in  to  you  in  regard  to  that  matter? — There  were  some 
received  years  ago,  about  20  years  ago,  perhaps.     A  complaint  was  made  about  liquor 
being  adulterated  and  this  liquor  being  sold  in  the  slums,  in  the  upper  part  of  the  city. 
I  myself  weat  round  and  got  samples  of  these  liquors  and  had  them  analysed,  and  ^ 
they  were  proved  to  be  pure. 

Bi/  Mr.  Clarke : 

358.  And  tliis  liquor  was  bought  in  the  slums  ? — Yes.      It  \^as  sold  to  the  sailors. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod: 

359.  About  what  proportion  of  the  people  arrested  for  various  offences  are  total 
abstainers — have  you  any  idea  that  very  ma  ay  of  them  are? — I  think  there  are  very 
few. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

360.  Did  the  old  law  require  three-fifths  of  the  voters  of  the  district  to  sign  the 
application  ? — No  ;  I  think  two-thirds. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

361.  Did  the  old  law  require  a  person  applying  for  a  license  to  secure  the  signatures 
of  a  certain  number  of  ratepayers  in  a  polling  subdi\4sion  ? — Yes. 

361a.  What  is  the  principal  difference  l^etween  the  old  law  and  the  present  law  ? — 
Drinking  at  the  bar  and  early  closing — closing  at  six  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  on  Satur- 
day and  nine  o'clock  every  night. 

362.  How  many  licensed  houses  are  there  now  in  the  city  ? — I  could  not  tell  you. 

363.  You  do  not  know  what  reduction  has  been  made  in  the  number  ? — The  number 
is  considerably  less  than  formerly. 


GEORGE  F.  GLAND,  of  Dartmouth,  brewer,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
follows  : —  I 

By  the  Chairman  : 

364.  How  long  have  you  been  a  resident  in  Dartmouth  ?— About  18  years. 

365.  Were  you  born  in  the  province  ? — I  was  born  in.  England. 

366.  What  is  your  business  or  profession  ? — That  of  a  brewer. 

367.  How  long  have  you  carried  on  that  business  ? — I  have  never  carried  on  any 
other  business  since  I  was  able  to  work. 

368.  You  have  carried  it  on  in  Dartmouth  ? — Yes. 

369.  What  do  you  manufacture  ? — ^Ale,  porter,  and  sometimes  hop-beer,  a  temper- 
ance drink. 

370.  You  employ,  I  suppose,  a  large  number  of  men  ? — At  the  works  in  Dartmouth 
we  employ  from  fifteen  to  twenty  men.  Then  we  have  several  branches  in  different 
places  :  one  in  Barbados,  one  in  Jamaica,  and  we  have  also  a  branch  office  here.  In 
each  of  these  places,  we  employ  two  or  three  men. 

371.  Is  youj;  establishment  conducted  by  a  company  or  by  yourself  individually  ? — 
It  is  a  firm  composed  of  my  brothers  and  myself. 

372.  You  use  a  large  quantity  of  barley,  I  suppose  ? — Yes. 

373.  Do  you  buy  it  here  ? — There  is  not  enough  grown  here  for  our  consumption. 
We  get  most  of  it  from  Ontario. 
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374.  Do  you  buy  any  produced  in  the  province  l — Yes ;  all  that  is  lit  for  use.  We 
do  not  go  here  much  into  barley  growing,  and  the  barley  raised  is  too  much  mixed  for 
malting.     The  barley  grown  in  Prince  Edward  Island  is  better. 

375.  How  much  is  grown  in  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia  ? — Very  little.  There  is 
not  sufficient  grown  in  the  whole  province  to  supply  our  firm  alone. 

376.  Then  you  must  use  a  large  quantity  ? — Yes. 

377.  State  to  the  Commission  what  is  your  principal  market  for  the  product  of  your 
brewery  at  Dartmouth  ? — Our  principal  market  is  that  furnished  by  the  British  troops 
here  in  town. 

378.  And  also  in  the  West  Indies? — In  the  West  Indies  also.  We  supply  the 
troops  there. 

379.  Do  you  sell  a  considerable  quantity  of  your  products  in  this  city  and  through- 
out the  province  1 — Yes. 

380.  Can  you  tell-the  Commission  if  the  consumption  of  malt  liquors  has  increased 
in  this  province  1 — Yes ;  it  has  with  us,  and  I  think  also  with  other  firms. 

381.  From  your  knowledge,  can  you  tell  the  Commission  whether  the  consumption 
of  spirituous  liquors  has  decreased  ? — I  cannot ;  I  am  not  in  that  business. 

382.  About  how  much  barley  per  annum  do  you  make  use  of  ?  Do  you  buy  all  the 
barley  and  make  your  own  malt  1 — We  buy  nearly  all  barley,  but  we  buy  a  little  malt 
from  To.ronto. 

383.  About  what-  quantity  of  barley  per  annum  do  you  use? — About  216,000 
bushels.     That,  of  course,  is  a  rough  estimate. 

384.  Do  you  use  any  other  grain  except  barley  for  the  manufacture  of  your  pro- 
ducts ? — No. 

385.  You  have,  of  course,  a  large. capital  employed  in  your  establishment? — Yes. 

386.  I  will  not  press  this  question  if  you  have  any  objection  to  answering  it,  but  it 
would  be  interesting  to  the  Commission  to  know  what  capital  you  have  employed  ? — I 
cannot  answer  that  question  now,  but  I  will  give  later  on  a  statement  to  the  Commis- 
sion showing  it. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod : 

387.  Will  you  state  to  the  Commission  about  what  is  your  annual  output  ? — I  can- 
not state  it  at  the  moment. 

388.  What  is  the  cash  value  of  that  output  ? — About  30  cents  per  gallon  for  the 
cheaper  grades,  and  the  price  runs  up  to  40  cents. 

By  tlie  Cliairman : 

389.  Are  you  heavily  taxed  in  Dartmouth  1 — We  pay  a  good  rate  of  taxation. 

390.  About  how  much  do  you  pay  in  taxes? — About  $1,500  a  year. 

391.  To  the  municipal  body?— Yes. 

392.  And  you  pay  to  the  Government  in  the  shape  of  excise,  about  how  much  per 
annum? — About  $15,000  per  annum. 

393.  Those  are  the  charges  to  which  you  are  subject  ? — We  pay  between  $300  and 
$400  a  week  to  the  Inland  Revenue  Department.  Then  there  is  besides  the  brewers' 
tax,  and  the  maltsters'  tax  and  the  com4>ounders'  tax. 

394.  How  much  do  those  amount  to  ? — $100  for  the  brewers'  tax  and  $100  for  the 
maltsters'  tax,  and  we  are  about  to  pay  the  compounders'  tax. 

395.  What  will  that  amount  to?— $50. 

396.  Do  you  distribute  your  own  product  with  your  own  carts  in  Halifax  ? — Yes  ; 
that  is,  when  it  is  ordered. 

397.  Have  you  much  trouble  among  your  men  on  the  score  of  drunkenness  ? — No. 
I  think  the  brewery  men,  as  a  rule,  are  the  best  behaved  men  in  any  factory  or 
establishment.  I  do  not  know  an  instance  during  the  last  ten  years  in  my  brewery 
where  a  man  has  had  too  much  drink. 

398.  Your  men  who  go  out  with  the  cars  and  deliver  your  products^  do  not  return 
at  night  in  a  state  of  intoxication,  I  suppose  ? — No.  We  are,  of  course,  very  careful  in 
regard  to  the  drivers  we  employ. 

George  F.  Gland. 
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399.  Have  you  had  any  of  your  men  apprehended  and  taken  to  the  police  court  for 
drunkenness  1 — Never. 

By  Judge  McDonald :  ■ 

400.  Do  you  know  whether  there  is  much  liquor  sold  that  is  adulterated  ;  do  you 
ever  hear  anything  of  that  kind  in  this  section  of  Canada  ? — Very  little.  I  have  heard 
of  a  few  cases,  but  very  few. 

401.  I  mean  where  men  make  up  some  compound  and  sell  it  for  pure  liquor  1 — I 
have  heard  of  cases,  but  nothing  to  speak  of. 

402.  You  have  no  personal  knowledge  that  enables  you  to  make  a  statement  on  the 
subject  ? — No. 

By  Eev.  Dr,  McLeod : 

403.  What  else  is  used  by  you  in  your  business  except  barley  ? — Nothing  but  barley 
malted. 

404.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  sold  large  quantities  to  the  troops  ? — In  re- 
ganl  to  the  product  of  a  bushel  of  barley,  I  desire  to  state  that  four  bushels  go  to  a 
hogshead,  and  that  an  English  hogshead  is  54  gallons ;  so  there  are  nearly  15  gallons  to 
a  bushel. 

405.  I  think  we  understood  you  to  say  that  a  large  proportion  of  your  product  yas 
sold  to  the  troops  in  this  city  ? — Yes. 

•     406.  Could  you  give  us  an  idea  what  proportion  I — They  take  in  the  city  from 
$1,500  to  $2,000  worth  a  month. 

407.  That  is,  I  understand,  for  Halifax  and  the  West  Indies  1 — No ;  for  the  troops 
in  Halifax  alone. 

408.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  had  from  18  to  20  employees  :  do  you  in- 
clude drivers  ? — That  number  includes  only  employees  in  the  brewery,  one  of  whom-  is 
a  driver.  We  have  a  town  office  here,  and  our  bottling  is  also  done  in  this  city.  We 
have  two  drivers  and  abou^  seven  persons  are  employed  in  the  bottling  room. 

409.  What  would  be  the  amount  of  your  weekly  pay  sheet  ? — In  both  places  for 
labour  alone  we  pay  $200  per  week  ;  that  sum  is  for  21  or  22  men. 

410.  You  sell,  of  course,  in  all  parts  of  Nova  S<?otia  more  or  less.  Do  you  sell 
much  in  the  counties  where  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  is  in  force? — Yes;  consider- 
able quantities. 

411.  Say,  for  example,  in  Yarmouth  county  ? — I  do  not  care  to  say  the  particular 
county.     I  do  not  say  that  we  do  a  large  amount  in  Yarmouth. 

412.  Do  you  sell  an  increased  quantity  in  those  places? — Yes;  I  think  we  are 
doing  so. 

413.  You  do  not  care  to  say  as  regards  Yarmouth  in  particular  ? — No. 

414.  Or  as  to  Shelburne  ? — No.  I  think  in  Scott  Act  counties,  such  as  Yarmouth, 
they  take  more  spirituous  liquors  than  ale.  That  is  a  well  known  fact,  for  they  are  less 
bulky,  and  they  can  get  them  in  without  being  observed.  Ale  is,  of  course,  a  bulky 
article. 

415.  Would  you  object  to  allowing  the  Commission  to  examine  your  books? — ^I  do 
not  think  we  would  care  to  grant  that  permission. 

By  tlie  Cliairman  : 

416.  Are  you  sending  your  products  to  Prince  Edward  Island  ? — Yes. 

417.  In  considerable  quantities? — In  large  quantities. 

418.  Have  you  a  depot  in  Charlottetown  ? — We  have. 

419.  Have  your  sales  to  that  province  increased  or  decreased  of  late  years  ? — They 
have  increased  steadily  ever  since  we  started  our  branch  there,  but  we  sent  our  products 
before  it  was  established.  We  opened  our  market  in  Charlottetown  when  the  Scott  Act 
was  in  full  force.     The  brewery  that  was  there  had  to  shut  down. 

420.  Whose  brewery  w^  that  ? — Heinman's  brewery.  And,  of  course,  the  people 
then  sought  somewhere  else  to  get  their  goods,  and  we  have  been  shipping  ever  since 
that  time. 
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By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

421.  Notwithstanding  the  bulkiness  of  your  product? — Notwithstanding  its  bulki- 
ness.     There  are^  of  course,  a  good  many  English  people  in  Charlottetown. 

By  tlie  Chairman : 

422.  You  commenced  shipping  to  Prince  Edward  Island  when  the  Scott  Act  was 
in  force  over  the  whole  island  ? — Yes. 

423.  Had  you  any  confiscations  ? — No.  * 

424.  Were  your  business  arrangements  interfered  with  at  all  ? — Yes.  We  were 
interfered  with  as  regards  making  collections.  In  some  cases  a  man  after  he  had  ob- 
tained the* goods,  refused  to  pay  for  them  because  we  could  not  collect  the  accounts  in 
Scott  Act  counties. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod  : 

425.  You  were  aware  when  you  began  to  send  your  products  to  Prince  Edward 
Island  that  it  was  against  the  law  to  do  so  ? — Not  against  the  law  with  us. 

426.  You  were  aware  that  the  people  of  Prince  Edward  Island  had  constitu- 
tionally expressed  their  will  and  it  had  been  embodied  in  law,  and  that  the  importation 
of  the  products  of  your  industry  into  the  island  was  illegal  ? — Yes ;  but  we  cannot 
shut  up  our  brewery  on  that  account. 

427.  You  were  not  aware  of  the  fact  that  you  were  co-operating  with  persons  in 
the  island  to  \dolate  the  law  ? — No ;  we  sold  to  them  as  we  would  sell  to  any  one  here. 
We  sold  them  our  product,  and  put  it  on  board  and  shipped  it  from  here  to  the  island, 
and  the  purchasers  had  to  run  their  own  risk  there. 

By  the  Chainrmn  : 

428.  They  purchased  it  from  you,  and  they  could  do  what  they  liked  with  it  after 
they  had  bought  it  ? — ^^Yes  ;  we  sold  some  to  wholesale  men,  and  they  distributed  it  to 
others  and  to  retailers. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

429.  3s  the  sale  of  your  product  confined  to  the  city  of  Charlottetown? — No; 
it  extends  all  over  the  island. 

430.  Is  the  Scott  Act  in  force  all  over  the  island  ? — Pretty  much  so,  with  the 
exception  of  Charlottetown. 

431.  Yet  your  business  is  still  increasing  ? — Yes.     - 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod :  ^ 

432.  You  have  an  agent  in  the  island  ? — Yes,  we  have  our  own  man  there. 

433.  All  the  time  you  have  been  doing  business  there  ? — No ;  only  since  last  year. 

434.  Since  the  law  was  repealed  in  Charlottetown  ? — Yes. 


WILLIAM  McKENZIE,  chief  of  police  and  license  inspector,  Dartmouth,    on 
X       being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

435.  How  long  have  you  held  your  present  position  as  chief  of  police  and  license 
inspector  ? — Nine  years  next  March. 

436.  By  what  authority  were  you  appointed  ? — I  was  appointed  as  chief  ci  police 
by  the  municipal  council,  and  my  appointment  was  endorsed  by  the  provincial  govern- 
ment. 

437.  Give  the  Commission  a  general  outline  of  your  duties  as  license  inspector? — 
It  is  my  duty  to  see  that  no  illicit  sale  of  liquor  takes  place,  so  far  as  possible. 

438.  Anything  further? — That  is  my  principal  duty.  It  is  my  duty  to  discover, 
prosecute  and  punish  any  sale  in  houses  not  licensed. 

George  F.  Olaxd. 
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439.  Hrfve  you  anything  to  do  with  licensed  houses  ? — We  have  no  licensed  houses. 

440.  What  is  the  population  of  Dartmouth,  according  to  the  last  census  ? — 6,000, 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

441.  Is  there  any  liquor  sold  there? — If  so,  it  is  sold  illegally, 

442.  Is  there  any  liquor  illegally  sold  ? — I  suppose  there  is. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

443.  Then  so  far  as  your  duties  as  inspector  of  licenses  are  concerned,   they  are 
really  nominal,  for  there  are  no  houses  to  inspect  ?  —Yes. 

444.  You  say  you  are  engaged  in  seeing  that  people  who  are  not  licensed  do  not 
sell  liquor? — Yes. 

445.  Were  there  during  this  year  any  persons  who  sought  to  obtain  licenses  ? — Not 
for  the  last  four  years. 

446.  Would  the  petition  require  to  be  signed  by  two- thirds  of  the  ratepayers  of  the 
division  ? — Yes. 

447.  But  no  effort,  has  been  made  to  obtain  those  signatures  ? — No. 

448.  Have  you  had  many  prosecutions  for  illegal  selling  ? — Yes  ;  quite  a  few. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

449.  And  convictions? — Yes. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

450.  And  were  those  prosecutions  the  result  of  observations  made  by  you^  or  in- 
formation given  to  you  ? — Both. 

451.  Is  Dartmouth  a  scattered  place  ? — No. 

452.  You  can  get  readily  over  your  territory  ? — Yes. 

453.  Is  there  much  drunkenness  in  that  community  ? — Very  little  indeed. 

454.  Then  not  much  liquor  is  brought  in  from  other  places  and  used  ? — ^I  cannot 
say  that. 

Af^    v^«  ««^  -^'ef  of  police :  have  you  any  policemen  under  you? — Yes. 
?— One. 

[T  duty  is  to  arrest  drunken  people  ? — Yes. 
r  find  any, to  arrest  ? — Occasionally. 

3. 

^ke  : 

)le  get  drunk  over  here  in  Halifax,  or  in  Dartmouth  ? — Grenerally 

cDonald : 

)artmouth  people  who  come  here  and' get  drunk,  or  are  they  Hali- 
Dartmouth  and  get  drunk  ? — Both. 

McLeod : 

I  the  people  come  from  Dartmouth  to  Halifax  to  get  drunk  in 
^hen  you  had  licensed  houses  there  ? — No.  I  have  taken  a  memo- 
ce  records  of  the  prosecutions  during  three  years  when  we  issued 
>ars  when  no  licenses  were  issued.  In  1884,  the  first  year  I  was 
'osecutions,  in  1885  we  had  136,  in  1886  we  had  117.  In  1887, 
licenses,  we  had  95  prosecutions;  in  1884,  84;  1889,  107.  I  have 
•  for  1 890  because  I  made  a  comparison  for  three  years  with  licen- 
ithout  licenses. 

ich  pauperism  in  Dartmouth  ? — No ;  very  little, 
cound  a  proportionate  increase  of  pauperism  since  you  ceased  to 
there  is  very  little  poverty  in  Dartmouth  at  all. 
I  very  great  difliculty  in  enforcing  the  law  against  illicit  sales  ? — 
.  in  Dartmouth  as  any  other  law,  as  the  law  respecting  theft,  for 
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466.  You  regard  it  as  your  duty  to  see  that  this  law  is  enforced  as  kny  other  law 
-is  enforced  1 — Yes. 

467.  You  are  chief  of  police  as  well  ? — Yes. 

468.  Is  it  your  duty  to  see  that  the  law  is  Enforced  against  offenders  ? — Yes. 

469.  Do  you  have  much  difficulty  in  enforcing  it  1 — No  difficulty  at  all.  I  think  it 
is  very  fairly  enforced. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

470.  Among  the  people  brought  up  for  drunkenness  and  committed,  are  there  any 
under  21  years  of  age? — Yes;  sometimes. 

471.  Is  any  inquiry  made  &a  to  where  they  got  the  liquor? — Not  much  inquiry. 
They  would  not  be  bound  to  answer  the  question. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

472.  Do  you  find  that  the  people  who  come  into  your  hands  are  mainly  those  who 
visited  here  and  carried  back  liquor  ? — The  principal  trouble  we  have  is  with  men  coming 
from  the  city. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

473.  They  are  strangers,  then,  to  you  ? — They  come  over  from  Halifax.  Then  on 
market  days  there  are  country  people.  All  the  people  who  come  to  the  city  to  market 
from  that  part  of  the  county  come  through  Dartmouth. 

474.  The  brewery  in  Dartmouth  does  not  carry  on  retail  sales  there  ? — No. 

WILLIAM  McKENZIE,  recalled  and  further  examined  : 
^         By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod: 

475.  You  have  been  license  inspector  and  chief  of  police  for  nine  years  ? — Nine  years 
next  March. 

476.  During  your  term  of  office  the  town  was  under  a  license  system  for  some  few 
years? — Yes  ;  under  license  from  1884  to  1886. 

477.  During  that  period  of  licenses  there  was  considerable  work  going  on  in  Dart- 
mouth in  regard  to  railway  building  and  the  like  ? — Yes ;  building  a  branch  railway. 

478.  And  a  large  number  of  men  were  employed  :  how  were  they  affected  by  the 
license  law  ? — We  had  a  great  deal  of  drunkenness  ;  sometimes  the  lock-up  would  be  full 
of  them,  and  even  more  than  full. 

479.  Since  Dartmouth  has  refused  to  issue  licenses  have  you  had  any  siinilar  work 
going  on,  employing  a  large  number  of  men  ? — The  water-works  have  been  constructed 
since  then. 

480.  How  have  the  men  behaved  ? — We  have  had  only  two  convictions ;  four  men 
were  prosecuted  and  two  convicted.  The  number  of  men  arrested  and  prosecuted  has 
been  smaller  than  for  a  number  of  years. 

By  tlis  Cfiuirman : 

481.  What  was  the  interval  of  time  between  the  construction  of  these  works? — 
The  branch  railway  was  built  in  1886,and  the  water-works  within  the  past  year. 

482.  Then  the  railway  was  built  six  years  ago  ? — Yes. 

483.  What  number  of  men  were  employed  on  that  work  in  1886? — I  am  noil  sure 
of  the  number  in  either  case ;  but  I  think  there  was  very  little  difference  in  the  number 
of  men  employed  on  each  work. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

484.  Where  did  the  men  who  built  the  railway  come  from  ? — They  were  all 
strangers. 

485.  Were  the  men  who  were  employed  on  the  water-works  all  strangers  ? — Pretty 
much  so. 

William  McKenzie. 
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By  tJ^e  Chairman  : 

486.  From  what  countries  did  they  come  ? — Some  of  them  were  Italians,  and  some 
of  them  were  Nova  Scotians. 

486a.  Were  Italians  employed  on  the  water-works  and  not  on  the  railway  ? — Yes. 

487.  Was  the  strength  of  the  police  force  during  that  troublesome  time,  the  same 
afe  at  present? — Yes. 


WILLIAM  DENNIS,  of  Halifax,  Editorial  Staff  "Halifax  Herald,"  on  being 
duly  sworn  deposed  as  follows  : —  • 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

488.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Halifax  1 — Eighteen  years. 

489.  Are  you  in  a  position  to  state,  from  your  personal  knowledge,  whether  the 
system  under  which  licenses  are  now  issued  in  Halifax  is  a  satisfactory  one  % — I  think 
not. 

490.  What  is  the  difficulty  about  it  ? — I  am  not  qualified  to  express  an  opinion  on 
the  subject,  but  so  far  as  my  knowledge  goes  it  is  a  stringent  license  law,  and  it  is 
designed  to  be  prohibitory ;  the  effect  is  to  make  free  sale  ^  liquor,  because  the  law 
is  not  enforced. 

491.  Are  you  in  a  position  to  state  whether  drunkenness  has  increased  or  decreased 
in  the  city  since  the  law  came  into  force  ? — I  am  not  in  a  position  to  give  an  opinion. 

492.  Are  you  in  a  position  to  say  whether  there  are  more  places  in  which  liquor  is 
sold  than  formerly,  I  mean  licensed  places  ? — The  number  of  licenses  has  increased  by 
ten  or  fifteen  during  the  last  three  or  four  years. 

493.  In  your  opinion,  would  it  be  beneficial  that  there  should  be  fewer  places 
licensed  ? — Certainly ;  to  the  community. 

494.  Are  the  provisions  of  the  law,  and  the  city  regulations  in  regard  to  the  liquor 
trafiic  carried  out  t— In  my  opinion  they  are  not. 

495.  In  what  respect  are  they  not  enforced  ? — One  of  the  chief  provisions  of  the  law 
is  that  no  liquor  shall  be  sold  in  less  quantities  than  one  pint,  and  that  there  shall  be  no 
saloons.     As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  saloons  are  run  here  in  open  violation  of  the  law. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod : 

496.  While  they  are  licensed  to  sell  not  less  than  one  pint,  do  they  sell  by  the 
T— Yes. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

497.  I  understand  there  are  three  classes  of  licenses,  hotel,  shop  and  wholesale. 
The  hotel  can  sell  by  the  bottle  to  be  used  on  the  premises  and  only  there.  Under  the 
shop  license,  liquor  may  be  sold  in  quantities  of  one  pint,  not  to  be  used  on  the  premises. 
With  respect  to  the  wholesale  dealer,  we  have  nothing  to  do.  Under  the  hotel  license, 
do  you  mean  to  say  that  liquor  is  sold  in  less  quantity  than  by  the  bottle  ? — Any  person 
who  visits  an  hotel  can  see  an  open  bar  there,  and  liquor  is  sold  in  less  quantities  than 
by  the  bottle,  and  to  persons  who  are  not  travellers,  and  at  the  hotel. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

498.  You  think  people  are  not  inclined  to  attempt  to  interfere  with  the  bar  busi- 
ness 1 — There  is  no  attempt  to  do  so.  By  tacit  consent  they  are  permitted  to  carry  on 
the  business,  because  the  law  is  impracticable. 

499.  You  have  a  license  inspector  in  this  city  ?— Yes. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

500.  Do  the  police  not  consider  it  their  duty  to  interfere  ? — I  believe  not. 
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\ 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

501.  Do  you  say  that,  in  regard  to  shop  licenses,  the  law  is  broken  and  people  are 
allowed  to  drink  on  the  premises  ? — I  have  no  knowledge  of  that. 

502.  Can  you  state  to  the  Commission  what  revenue  is  deiived  from  this  traffic  by 
the  city  ?— $10,500  annually. 

503.  You  have  been  a  journalist  for  a  number  of  years,  I  believe  ? — Yes,  16  or  17 
,  years. 

504.  In  your  opinion,  would  it  be  advisable  that  licensed  houses,  which  were  not 
prepared  to  entertain  travellers;  should  be  allowed  to  sell  liquor  to  any  one  who  might 
come  in  ? — I  think  the  sale  of  liquor  by  the  glass  in  licensed  saloons  is  far  preferable  to 
the  present  state  of  affairs. 

505.  That  is  not  an  answer  to  my  question.  My  question  was  this  :  Do  you  think 
it  would  be  advisable  tliat  the  law  should  permit  the  sale  of  liquor  by  the  glass  in 
houses  not  intended  for  the  entertainment  of  travellers,  do  you  think  that  the  law 
should  provide  for  the  saloons  1 — In  other  words,  do  I  think  that  prohibition  is  a  practi- 
cable thing  ?  , 

506.  No;  not  prohibition.  My  question  is  whether  it  is  preferable  to  allow 
liquor  to  be  sold  by  the  glass  to  any  person  in  an  hotel  where  travellers  are  entertained, 
or  to  be  sold  in  places  that  carry  on  no  other  business  except  selling  liquor  ? — I  would 
not  give  a  monopoly  of  the  selling  of  liquor  to  hotels,  if  you  are  goiiig  to  allow  liquor  to 
be  sold  at  all. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

507.  Would  you  give  a  monopoly  to  any  one  % — No. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

508.  Your  opinion  is  in  favour  of  the  saloon,  as  either  no  more  or  no  leiss  objec- 
tionable than  a  tavern  ? — Yes. 

509.  What  is  the  object  of  the  saloon  1 — It  is,  I  presume,  to  facilitate  the  getting 
of  liquor  by  people  who  want  liquor. 

By  the  Chairman : 

510.  And  what  is  the  object  of  the  hotel  1 — It  is  practically  the  same. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

511.  In  your  opinion,  it  is  advisable  to  have  a  law  that  will  provide  for  the  sale  of 
liquor  to  be  drank  by  the  glass  on  the  premises,  as  far  as  possible  ? — Personally,  I 
believe  in  prohibition.  But  if  you  ask  me  in  regard  to  thia  law,  I  do  not  think  it  could 
be  enforced  here,  because  there  would  be  no  public  sentiment  to  back  it  up. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod  : 

512.  Do  you  suppose  a  prohibitory  law,  with  an  honest  attempt  to  enforce  it,  even 
in  Halifax,  might  not  create  a  public  opinion  ? — I  do  not  think  it  would,  because  if 
there  is  not  sufficient  public  opinion  in  Halifax  to  enforce  the  law  we  have,  which  could 
be  made  prohibitory,  a  prohibitory  law  would  not  be  more  effective. 

513.  Halifax  is  really  under  a  pro^'incial  license  law  now  ? — Yes. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

514.  And  this  law  could  be  made  prohibitory  ? — Yes. 

514a.  But  because  of  the  lack  of  public  opinion  to  enforce  it,  it  is  non-effective? — 
Yes. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

515.  Has  any  attempt  been  made  recently  to  have  the  law  enforced  1 — Yes ;  a  year 
ago  such  an  attempt  was  made. 

516.  What  was  the  result? — It  was  claimed  that  the  law  could  not  be  enforced, 
and  a  body  called  the  Halifax  Temperance  League  undertook  to  prove  that  it  could  be 
enforced.  They  employed  certain  detectives,  first,  to  show  that  the  law  was  being 
violated,  and  second,  to  punish  the  offenders.      The  result  was  that  the  detectives  were 

William  Dennis. 
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arrested  on  a  charge  of  consp^iracy,  and  they  were  committed  to  the  Supreme  Court  for 
trial  At  the  trial  they  were  acquitted.  That  was  the  end  of  the  attempt  to  enforce 
the  law. 

517.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  there  was  a  tacit  understanding  that  the.  people 
who  have  licenses  might  violate  the  law,  and  the  police  and  the  license  inspector  would 
wink  ab  it  ? — Yes  ;  so  far  as  selling  by  the  glass  in  concerned. 

517a.  And  no  attempt  has  since  been  made  to  have  the  law  enforced,  and  in  that 
respect  it  is  a  dead  letter  ? — Yes. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

518.  You  have  lived  in  the  city  under  the  old  law  and  under  the  present  law,  and 
which  has  proved  the  more  efifective  ? — There  has  not  been  much  difference. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

519.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  men  charged  with  conspiracy  replied  by  instituting 
charges  against  the  other  parties  that  some  men  had  been  improperly  induced  to  sell 
illegally  ]— -That  point  was  made  ;  but  I  do  not  think  there  was  anything  in  it.  I  was 
asked  to  come  here  to  testify  to-day  as  to  the  genuineness  of  an  interview  had  with 
Cardinal  Gibbons. 

The  CHAIRMAN. — The  Commissioners  have  unanimously  decided  that  they  cannot 
accept  such  testimony.  We  would  be  delighted  to  have  Cardinal  Gibbons  come  here  and 
testify ;  but  we  feel  it  to  be  our  duty  not  to  take  evidence  of  this  kind,  second-hand, 
and  of  course  in  saying  so  we  mean  no  disrespect  to  Cardinal  Gibbons. 

By  Mr.  Gierke  : 

520.  As  a  journalist,  are  you  of  the  opinion  that  drunkenness  has  increased  or  de- 
creased % — It  has  decreased.     I  think  th^  records  will  show  it. 

521.  Have  the  convictions  for  drunkenness  increased  or  decreased  ? — They  have  de- 
creased. I  do  not  think  there  is  as  much  drunkenness  in  Halifax  now  as  there  was  five 
or  ten  years  ago. 

522.  Has  it  been  brought  about  by  the  change  in  the  law  ? — I  think  it  has  been 
brought  about  by  the  people  becoming  enlightened  and  educated 

523.  If  the  statistics  of  the  province  show  that  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the 
percentage  of  commitments,  that  increase  will  be  owing  to  the  fact  that  there  have 
been  more  commitments  outside  of  Halifax  than  formerly  ? — The  law  has  been  more 
vigorously  enforced  outside  of  Halifax  recently  than  during  the  previous  ten  years, 
owing  to  the  agitation  in  favour  of  the  Scott  Act. 

524.  Is  the  law  as  vigorously  enforced  in  Halifax  as  it  was  ten  years  ago  ? — I  think 
not. 

525.  Then  if  it  was  as  vigorously  enforced  now,  the  number  of  convictions  would  be 
greater  1 — No ;  because  I  do  not  think  there  are  so  .many  licensed  houses. 

526.  Then  there  is  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  licensed  houses  and  a  decrease  in 
drunkenness  ? — Yfs. 

By  the  Cliairman : 

527.  Have  you  studied  the  statistics  of  the  cases  of  drunkenness  and  offences 
against  the  liquor  law  in  Halifax  ? — Not  carefully. 

528.  Have  you  made  any  comparison  of  them  for  a  period  of  five  or  ten  years  1 — No. 

529.  Then  you  are  only  speaking  from  your  general  impression  ? — Yes. 

530.  You  have  not  looked  over  the  statistics  and  satisfied  yourself  that  the  facts 
are  as  you  have  stated  1 — Not  recently.  Some  years  ago — three  or  four  years  ago — I 
looked  into  the  statistics,  and  satisfied  myself  then  that  there  was  a  large  decrease  in 
the  commitments. 

531.  You  have  not  examined"  the  statistics  lately  in  order  to  make  a  comparison  of 
the  position  of  affairs  to-day  as  compared  with  past  years  ? — No. 

532.  Do  you  know  if  the  opinion  prevails  to  any  extent  that  the  liquor  sold  here  is 
adulterated  1 — I  know  that  is  the  general  opinion,  and  I  have  frequently  heard  it  expressed. 

533.  That  the  liquor  is  extensively  adulterated  1 — Yes. 
21—3 
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534.  Are  you  a  member  of  any  temperance  organization,  or  are  you  actively  engaged 
in  any  temperance  work  here  1 — Not  in  recent  years. 

535.  You  have  not  at  any  time  lived  in  a  district  where  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force  ? 
—No. 

536.  Then  you  cannot  give  the  Commission  any  information  based  on  personal 
knowledge  and  experience  of  the  working  of  that  Act  1 — No. 


Rev.  E.  MANNING  SAUNDERS,  D.D.,  of  Halifax,  on  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  as  follows  : — 

By  the  Chairman : 

537.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I  am  engaged  in  denominational  work,  which 
takes  me  all  over  the  province.  I  supply  churches,  and  carry  on  the  work  of  the 
Evangelical  Alliance,  and  hold  religious  services  in  the  poors'  asylum,  and  make  visits. 

538.  You  have  no  special  charge  ? — I  have  no  special  charge.  I  may  add  that  there 
are  three  Chaplains  of  the  poors'  asylum. 

539.  Are  you  one  of  the  Chaplains  ? — Yes. 

540.  To  what  religious  denomination  do  you  belong  1-^Baptist. 

541.  Have  you  been  engaged  in '  temperance  work? — I  have  not  been  connected 
with  any  temperance  organization  for  twenty-five  years,  and  yet  all  through  my  public 
life  I  have  been  engaged,  when  occasion  required,  in  what  is  known  as  temperance 
work,  although,  as  I  have  said,  I  am  not  now  connected  with  any  temperance  organiza- 
tion whatever,  nor  have  I  been  for  twenty-five  years. 

542.  Have  you  any  personal  knowledge  of  the  inmates  of  the  poors'  house,  or  do 
you  just  minister  to  them  in  religious  matters  ? — I  have  been  in  the  habit,  as  minister 
in  the  city  for  twenty-five  years,  of  visiting  the  poors'  asylum  and  taking  my  turn  in 
holding  religious  services  there  ;  but  for  the  last  ten  years  I  have  conducted  the  services 
as  Chaplain  of  the  organization  here  known  as  the  Evangelical  Alliance.  That  involves 
the  visiting  of  the  wards,  and  the  gaining  of  all  the  knowledge  that  a  minister  would, 
in  the  nature  of  things,  obtain  as  to  the  inmates  of  the  house. 

543.  How  many  religious  services  do  you  hold  each  week  1 — One  each  Sabbath. 

544.  Do  you  visit  the  institution  during  the  week  ? — Yes. 

545.  Have  you  become  personally  acquainted  with  the  inmates  of  the  institution  ? — 
Yes,  I  have  during  the  last  twenty-five  years. 

546.  How  many  inmates  ar^  there  in  the  institution  at  the  present  time  ? — There 
are  far  more  in  the  winter  than  in  summer.  I  do  not  know  exactly  now  how  many 
there  are,  but  about  three  hundred,  perhaps  a  little  under  that  number. 

547.  How  many  are  there  in  the  winter  ? — The  number  goes  up  to  the  neighbour- 
hood of  four  hundred,  if  my  memory  serves  me.  It  may  drop  at  some  seasons  in  the 
summer  even  below  three  hundred. 

548.  In  what  way  is  the  institution  supportecl  ? — The  institution  is  now  in  charge 
of  the  city. 

549.  Is  it  supported  out  of  the  city  revenues  ? — Yes. 

550.  Do  the  inmates  contribute,  or  are  they  in  any  case  required  to  contribute  any 
sum  ? — There  have  been  a  few  cases  where  there  have  been  some  slight  contributions 
made  by  them  to  their  own  support,  but  I  think  they  are  very  few.  However,  I  can- 
not speak  definitely  as  to  that,  for  it  has  not  been  my  duty  to  ascertain  those  facts. 

551.  Generally  speaking,  then,  the  expenses  of  the  institution  are  borne  by  the 
city  :  is  that  the  case  ? — Yes.  It  was  different  some  years  ago,  but  I  think  the  system 
has  been  changed  and  the  city  has  now  charge  of  it.  For  instance,  the  Chaplains  were 
paid  up  to  a  certain  time  by  the  Provincial  Government,  now  they  are  paid  by  the  city. 

552.  Can  you  state  to  the  Commission  if  the  Provincial  Government  make  any 
contribution  towards  the  expenses  of  the  institution  ? — I  am  not  acquainted  with  the 
facts. 

William  Dennis. 
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553.  Can  you  favour  the  Commission  with  any  statistics  connected  with  the  insti- 
tution— such  as  the  number  of  inmates  from  time  to  time,  and  the  cost — or  will  the 
Commission  have  to  get  these  facts  from  the  officer  in  charge  ? — I  speak  from  my  obser- 
vation, and  from  observations  I  have  had  with  the  officer  in  charge.  (The  officer  who 
was  there  some  years  ago  is  not  there  now.)  When  I  say  that  the  people  who  go  there 
are  chiefly  o£  the  labouring  clasB,  I  mean  they  are  people  who  have  been  workingmen. 
The  inmates  are  not,  however,  altogether  confined  to  that  class.  Some  people  of  other 
elasses,  from  their  habits  of  life,  have  unfortunately  got  there,  even  members  of  the 
clerical  profession. 

554.  Can  you  give  the  Commission  an  idea  of  the  proportion  of  the  inmates  who 
have  been  obliged  to  go  into  the  institution  through  habits  of  intemperance  ? — In  a 
general  way,  from  all  the  information  I  have  obtained  during  these  twenty-five  years, 
and  I  have  sought  in  various  ways  to  get  information,  I  think  that,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, far  the  larger  part,  the  great  majority  of  cases,  have  gone  there  from  drink.  I 
will  give  one  fact  now.  Some  years  ago  the  burials  were  not  attended  at  all,  and  they 
are  not  now,  except  by  the  man  who  drives  the  hearse  and  one  of  the  chaplains,  who 
has  to  be  at  the  cemetery  in  order  to  perform  the  ceremony.  It  was  thought  by  those 
in  charge  of  the  institution  that  it  would  be  more  seemly  and  more  in  keeping  with  the 
religious  sentiment  of  the  city  if  a  number  of  inmates  should  fpllow  the  hearse,  as  is 
the  cusjbom  of  friends  of  a  deceased.  That  course  was  resolved  upon  by  the  Board 
which  has  the  institution  in  charge,  and  they  arranged  to  have  twelve  men  follow  the 
hearse.  The  Superintendent  selected  twelve  of  the  most  trustworthy  of  the  inmates 
of  the  institution,  those  regarded  as  having  the  most  self-control,  and  they  were 
properly  apparelled  and  followed  the  hearse  to  the  cemetery.  But  they  did  not  go  back 
direct  to  the  asylum.  Every  one  of  them  got  drunk.  That  was  the  end  of  the  matter. 
Instances  of  that  kind  I  have  gathered,  which  lead  me  to  the  opinion  I  have  just 
expressed,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  inmates  are  there,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
through  strong  drink,  intemperance. 

555.  Who  made  the  selection  of  the  twelve  1 — It  was  made,  I  think,  by  the  then 
superintendent  of  the  institution. 

556.  The  opinion  of  the  board  was  that  it  was  not  practicable  longer  to  continue 
that  practice,  because  the  men  when  they  got  outside  did  not  return  directly  to  the 
institution,  but,  as  in  this  instance,   got  into  a  state  of  intoxication  1 — Yes. 

557.  W^as  there  any  difference  of  opinion  on  the  Board  in  regard  to  that  matter,  or 
was  the  opinion  of  the  Board  all  one  way  ? — I  do  not  know.  That  conclusion  was 
resolved  upon, 

^1/  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

558.  These  men  were  in  the  institution  because  they  themselves  were  drunkards  ? — 
Yes. 

559.  About  what  percentage  of  those  who  are  there  through  drunkenness,  directly 
or  indirectly,  are  there  by  reason  indirectly  of  drunkenness  on  the  part  of  husbands  or 
fathers  1 — I  have  never  kept  any  record  of  the  cases.  There  are  a  few  cases  of  excellent 
women  being  there  whose  husbands  were  unable  to  provide  for  them,  and  they  were 
obliged  to  go  to  the  asylum. 

560.  So,  not  only  persons  who  are  drunkards  themselves  get  there,  but  also  people 
get  there  on  account  of  the  drunkenness  of  others  ? — There  is  no  doubt  of  that. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

561.  Is  there  any  record  kept  in  the  institution  showing  the  causes  which  have  led 
those  people  to  be  sent  there  ? — I  do  not  think  so.     There  is  none  to  my  knowledge. 

By  tihe  CJuiirman  : 

562.  Oiit  of  300  or  400  inmates,  how  many  are  aged  persons  ? — Far  the  larger  part 
are  advanced  in  years. 

563.  Over  sixty  years  of  age  ? — Yes ;  a  great  many  are  more  than  sixty  years. 

564.  How  many  are  below  fifteen  1 — Very  few  indeed  are  below  fi  teen  years. 
There  are  those  who  have  been  sent  there  from  loss  of  mental  faculties.  Some  have 
been  sent  to  the  asvlum  as  being  harmless  lunatics,  and  quite  a  number  of  those  go  to 
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make  up  the  number.      There  may  be  some  there  under  fifteen  years,  but  they  are 
probably  these  who  are  affected  with  some  disease  and  cannot  ttike  care  of  themselves. 

565.  Then  of  those  who  have  had  to  seek  the  shelter  of  the  institution,  owing  to 
intemperance  on  the  part  of  parents,  would  there  be  only  a  small  percentage  of  them 
below  fifteen  years  ? — It  would  be  a  very  small  number. 

566.  Those  of  the  age  of  sixteen  years  and  upwards  would  npt,  I  suppose,  be  likely 
to  have  gone  there  owing  to  intemperance  on  the  part  of  their  parents  ? — When  children 
are  in  the  institution  active  measures  are  taken  to  put  them  out  on  farms,  and  thus  the 
institution  is  relieved  of  that  class.  I  do  not  know  how  many  might  be  there,  but  if 
children  are  healthy  and  strong  they  can  be  placed  out  in  the  country,  and  so  the 
institution's,  as  I  have  said,  relieved  in  this  way  of  that  class. 

567.  But  amongst  that  class  would  there  be  any  of  those  to  whom  my  co-Commis- 
sioner has  referred — those  who  were  in  the  institution  owing  to  the  neglect  of  parents  ? 
—Yes. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod: 

568.  Are  there  mothers  in  the  institution  on  account  of  the  neglect  of  their  sons  ? 
—Yes. 

569.  And  wives  there  on  account  of  the  neglect  of  their  husbands  ? — Yes. 

570.  And  widows  there  because  their  husbands  drank  1 — Yes. 

571.  Inmates  under  fifteen  years  of  age,  you  say,  would  not  stay  in  the  institution 
very  long  ? — No  ■$  a  very  short  time. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

572.  By  what  means  has  this  been  ascertained — that  there  are  widows  there 
because  their  husbands  were  drunken  men  1 — I  speak  from  personal  knowledge  and 
conversations  with  the  inmates. 

573.  Did  they  tell  you  that  it  was  because  their  husbands  had  been  drinking  meni 
—Yes. 

574.  And  mothers  told  you  they  were  there  because  their  sons  had  been  drinking 
men  ? — I  have  not  in  my  mind  that  they  have  told  me  that  it  was  on  account  of  their 
sons  drinking ;  but  probably  it  may  have  escaped  my  memory.  The  usual  t^le  is  that 
the  husband  was  intemperate,  and  perhaps  lost  his  life  through  intemperance ;  or  be- 
cause of  his  extreme  intemperance  his  wife  had  to  leave  him,  and  had  no  other  place  to 
go  than  this  institution.  For  instance,  a  woman  has  come  to  the  asylum  from  New- 
foundland. The  man  was  burned  out.  The  wife  says  that  her  husband  is  so  cruel  she 
is  obliged  to  leave  him,  and  she  has  no  other  place  to  go  thail  to  the  asylum.  He  wants 
her  to  return  to  him,  and  she  says  she  will  go  if  he  leaves  the  city  ;  but  so  long  as  he  is 
in  the  region  of  the  drink  shops  he  will  drink.  Those  are  the  tales  the  chaplains  con- 
tinually hear. 

575.  Is  no  register  kept  recording  these  cases  ? — No. 

576.  You  are  speaking  from  personal  observation? — Yes.  I  may  state  that  four- 
teen years  of  my  life  have  been  spent  as  minister  of  a  church  in  Halifax. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

577.  Do  you  consider  that  drunkenness  has  decreased  or  increased  in  Halifax  with- 
in the  last  five  or  ten  years  ? — I  do  not  think  I  could  convey  my  opinion  on  that  subject 
by  '*  yes  "  or  "  no,"  but  I  will  make  a  short  statement.  I  believe  that  the  drinking 
habit,  and  consequently  drunkenness,  has  decreased.  There  are  more  people  in  Halifax 
now  who  are  total  abstainers  than  there  were  fifteen  or  twenty  years  ago.  At  the 
same  time,  while  there  are  more  total  abstainers,  the  intensity  thrown  into  life  by  rail- 
ways being  built  and  the  increase  of  steam-boat  accommodation  and  telegraphs  and 
telephones,  has  put  society  into  a  nervous,  active  condition,  so  that  the  same  number  of 
drinking  people  will  turn  out  a  greater  atnount  of  drunkenness  than  formerly. 

578.  They  repeat  the  offence  ? — They  repeat  the  offence  over  and  over  again.  Some 
of  those  in  the  poor  house  had,  during  many  years,  been  before  the  police  court  fifteen 
or  twenty  times  annually  for  being  drunk  and  disorderly,  and  they  have  been  in  the 
poor  house  for  a  time   and  then  out  for  a  time.     Sometimes   they  are  temperate  and 

Rev.  E.  Manning  Saunders. 
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sometimes  they  are  intemperate.  So  these  cases  might,  apparently,  appear  to  be  "con- 
tradictory to  the  opinion  1  have  expressed;  that  there  is  now  leas  drunkenness  than 
formerly.  There  are  a  greater  number  of  people  in  Halifax  now  who  do  notdrink,  and 
there  has  been  steady  progress  made  in  the  direction  of  total  abstinence,  and  total 
abstinence  is  really  the  only  means  to  meet  and  overcome  the  evil  of  strong  drink. 

579.  Do  you  attribute  that  condition  of  affairs  to  the  inculcation  of  temperance 
principles  by  moral  suasion  amongst  the  people,  or  to  the  enactment  of  license  laws  and 
laws  making  it  more  difficult  for  people  to  get  drink  ? — I  think  it  has  been  done  chiefly 
by  what  you  may  call  in  a  general  way  the  churches — by  means  of  the  Gospel.  For 
instance,  there  wpre  ministers  of  thS  Gospel  highly  respected,  in  good  standing,  and 
having  much  influence  here,  who  would  take  their  glass  socially,  and  who  did  not  conceal 
the  fact,  or  wish  to  conceal  it.  After  examining  the  question  they  practically  abandoned 
the  practice.  They  took  total  abstinence  ground*,  and  they,  of  course,  had  great  power 
with  their  congregations  and  the  people  generally.  ,  The  change  in  sentiment  has  been 
^brought  al>out  by  the  work  of  God  through  the  ministration  of  the  Gospel  in  changing 
men's  hearts,  and  convincing  them  that  they  themselves  should  not  be  under  the  habit 
of  takin;x  strong  drink,  and  that  they  should  do  all  they  could  to  dissuade  others  from  it 
by  pointing  out  that  its  tendency  was  not  good,  but  bad  in  every  way.  That,  I  know, 
has  l>een  the  tendency  in  Halifax,  for  I  have  been  here  twenty-five  years. 

580.  Their  you  attribute  this  change  to  that  more  than  to  legislation  ] — Yes.  My 
observation  is  that  the  enforcement  of  the  law  against  the  traffic  in  strong  drink  has 
been  very  spasmodic.  Sometimes  in  Halifax  the  law  is  not  enforced  at  all,  and  in  other 
places  it  is  the  same.  The  educatiimal  effect  of  enforcing  the  law  has  not  been,  so  far, 
very  great.     It  has  l)een  useful  to  some  extent,  I  daresay. 

581.  Have  you  had  a  charge  in  any  county  where  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force  1 — I 
have  not. 

582.  Have  you  lived  for  a  considerable  time  in  any  district  or  county  where  the 
Scott  Act  was  in  force  1 — My  duties  have  caused  me  to  go  generally  over  these  three 
provinces,  especially  over  Nova  Scotia,  and  in  these  provinces  dunng  the  last  ten  years 
I  have  made  it  my  business  to  inquire  as  to  the  progress  of  temperance,  and  what  is 
being  done,  and  the  changes  wrought  for  the  better  or  for  the  worse ;  and  in  that  way 
I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  some  places  where  the  law  was  enfo^-ced,  and 
some  places  where  it  was  not  enforced.     I  could  give  particulars  from  memory. 

583.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  Soott  Act,  so  called,  has  had  the  effect  of  reduc- 
ing the  number  of  drinking  places,  where  it  has  been  put  in  force  ? — There  is  no  doubt 
of  it.  That,  however,  depends  upon  whether  it  has  been  carried  out  after  it  has  l^een 
adopted. 

By  Jiev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

584.  You  know  of  places  where  it  has  been  carried  out,  and  where  it  has  had  the 
effexjt  spoken  of  1 — Yes  ;  I  went  into  a  hotel  in  a  town  not  very  far  from  Halifax  and 
within  four  miles  of  the  shire  town.  I  there  saw  the  bar  was  as  open  as  the  dining- 
room.  I  said  to  the  proprietor  :  "  Is  not  the  Scott  Act  in  force  here  1 "  He  said : 
*' Yes."  Then  I  said  :  "  You  seem  to  be  selling  liquor  as  openly  as  you  give  dinner?" 
"  Yes,"  he  replied.  I  asked  :  "How  is  that?"  He  said  :  "  We  keep  everything  decent 
about  our  premises,  and  we  are  not  interfered  with." 

585.  Is  that  the  general  state  of  matters  ] — I  may  state  another  occurrence  in  the 
same  county,  but  in  another  place.  I  stayed  at  the  principal  hotel  in  the  shire  town. 
I  saw  a  stream  of  men  in  the  rear  of  the  hotel  going  in  continuously,  and  evidently 
taking  strong  drink.  I  talked  to  the  proprietor  about  it,  and  he  frankly  admitted  the 
fact.  In  another  town  near,  and  where  the  Scott  Act  has  been  repealed,  I  saw  the  same 
thing  occur.  Young  men  were  going  in  and  out  of  the  house.  I  talked  to  the  man, 
who  appeared  to  be  a  nice  sort  of  man,  and  he  did  not  conceal  the  fact.  Twg  or  three 
men  would  come  along  and  go  in,  get  drink  and  then  come  out.  That  was  the  case  last 
autumn.  Now,  I  am  told  that  the  Act  is  being  enforced  there,  and  that  the  man  has 
been  fined.     The  law,  however,  is  enforced  spasmodically,  so  far  as  I  know. 

585a.  Do  you  know  places  where  such  a  state  of  things  does  not  exist,  where  the 
law    is  really  enforced  as  is  any  other  law  ? — Yes.       Take  Berwick   section  in  King's 
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cbunty.  The  license  law  has  been  in  force  there  for  the  last  thirty-five  years,  as  I  know, 
for  I  lived  there  nine  years  as  pastor  of  the  church.  About  five  years  ago  a^man  went 
there  with  $3,000,  to  set  up  an  inn  and  sell  liquor.  The  people  went  to  him  and  tried 
to  dissuade  him  from  doing  so,  asking  him  to  start  an  inn  without  selling  liquor,  and 
that  if  he  would  do  so  they  would  contribute  to  his  success.  He  started  in  selling 
liquor ;  the  people  enforced  the  Scott  Act,  and  the  man  was  reduced  to  poverty  and  had 
to  leave.  That  b  the  way  the  Act  works  in  that  part  of  the  country.  When  you  come 
twelve  miles  east,  the  law  is  never  enforced  in  that  way. 

By  the  Chairman : 

586.  The  Scott  Act,  then,  is  not  universally  successful  1 — That  is  apparent  to  every 
one  who  has  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  its  working.  There  are  counties  where 
the  people  have  not  attempted  for  years  to  enforce  it. 

586a.  To  what  do  you  attribute  it  ? — I  say  to  some  of  the  leading  temperance  men, 
to  ministers  in  country  towns  where  the  Scott  Act  has  failed,  and  where 
there  is  free  liquor  and  no  attempt  i^  made  to  conceal  it :  Why  do  you  not  attempt  to 
enforce  the  Act  'I  They  name  over  the  leading  men  of  the  town,  who  are  men  of  means 
and  in  some  way  mixed  up  with  public  interests,  and  they  affirm  that  these  people  will 
not  take  an  interest  in  enforcing  the  law,  and  so  they  are  not  able  to  carry  the  law  out. 

587.  So  it  is  for  lack  of  public  interest  the  officers  do  not  find  behind  them  a  suffi- 
cient public  sentiment  to  make  them  zealous  in  the  performance  of  their  duties  ? — I 
have  heard  a  good  deal,  these  last  few  years,  about  the  difficulty  of  enforcing  the  law 
from  another  point  of  view.  It  is  this  :  When  men  were  prosecuted  for  violating  the 
law  and  convictions  were  obtained  before  the  magistrate's  court,  appeals  were  made, 
and  the  "  Canada  Temperance  Act "  and  the  Provincial  law  were  found  to  be  so  mixed, 
and  to  have  been  so  altered,  as  to  raise  doubts  in  regard  to  their  provisions ;  and,  as 
there  was  doubt  whether  the  temperance  people  would  win  or  lose  the  cases  in  the 
higher  courts,  they  become  discouraged  in  regard  to  enforcing  tht  law.  I  have  been 
given  very  frequently  this  as  one  of  the  reasons  why  the  law  has  not  been  enforced. 

588.  The  difficulty  of  enforcing  it?— Yes. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

589.  You  said  that  the  diminished  drunkenness  was  attributable  to  the  teaching  of 
the  Gospel  and  to  moral  and  religious  influence  chiefly:  do  you  think  the  law  has  helped 
by  making  more  stringent  regulations  in  regard  to  the  drink  trade  1 — I  have  no  doubt  it 
has  helped. 

590.  Do  you  think  the  law  in  any  degree  expresses  the  efifect  of  that  teaching  1  Do 
you  think  the  teaching  has  not  only  had  the  effect  on  individuals,  but  has  become  cry- 
stallized in  the  law,  which  has  become  increasingly  rigid  ?  Has  the  teaching  which  has 
had  this  effect  on  individuals  also  found  expression  in  increased  restriction  of  the  trade 
by  law  ? — No.  My  opinion  is  that  those  who  have  gone  forward  and  succeeded  in  their 
efforts  to  arouse  public  sentiment  against  the  drink  traffic  along  moral  and  religious 
lines  are  identically  the  same  persons  who  are  active  in  having  laws  enacted  for  the 
suppression  or  prohibition  of  strong  drink.  They  are  the  same  parties  acting  in  two 
capacities. 

590a.  Do  you  think  the  teaching  which  has  had  such  a  beneficial  effect  is  hindered 
in  any  degree  by  legalizing  drinking  places  ? — Yes. 

591.  If  there  were  no  legalized  drinking  places,  would  the  teaching  be  still  more 
effective  ? — Yes.  It  has  been  my  habit  to  mingle  with  men  in  the  trade  ai\d  talk  with 
them,  and  I  find  them  open  and  frank  as  a  class.  .  I  have  talked  with  many  of  those 
who  sell  drink,  the  licensed  men,  and  one  of  the  grounds  which  those  who  are  licensed 
take  is  this :  that  their  business  is  a  business  recognized  by  the  law,  and  they  claim 
that  it  is'legitimate,  and  should  have  the  status  which  the  law  gives  it.  If  it  were  out- 
lawed, if  the  law  respecting  selling  liquor  were  like  the  law  regarding  stealing,  or  any 
other  vice  by  which  offenders  are  outlawed,  then,  of  course,  that  standing  would  go 
from  under  those  parties,  and  they  would  not  have  that  ground  to  fall  back  upon.  They 
put  that  forward  as  one  of  the  reasons  why  they  claim  their  business  is  legitimate  and 
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respectable,  and  they  claim  that  they  should  have  the  s^me  rights  accorded  to  them  as 
are  given  to  men  in  other  lines  of  business. 

592.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  it  were  outlawed  1 — You  are  asking 
my  personal  opinion. 

593.  Yes. — My  personal  opinion  is  that  thai  is  the  only  kind  of  legislation  we 
.  should  have. 

594.  Then  again,  in  regard  to  the  Canada  Temperance  Act,  do  you  believe,  from 
your  observation  and  experience,  that  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  can  be  enforced  ? — 
Yes,  I  have  no  doubt  of  it. 

595.  And  where  it  is  enforced  with  vigour,  the  effect  is  good  1 — Yes. 

Bj/  the  Chairman : 

596.  What  are  the  conditions  which  you  think  are  requisite  for  such  enforcement  of 
the  Canada  Temperance  Act  ? — If  there  is  sufficient  public  sentiment  in  favour  of  prohi- 
biting the  sale  of  strong  drink,  in  the  community,  all  the  conditions  required  are  that 
those  holding  those  views  shall  not  be  under  the  power  of  those  engaged  in  the  traffic, 
but  free  to  act.  If  they  are  not  under  such  power,  they  will  have  the  courage  of  their 
convictions  and  do  their  duty. 

597.  Without  such  preponderance  of  public  sentiment  the  Act  could  not  be 
efficiently  enforced  ? — That  is  the  opinion  I  hold  in  regard  to  it. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

598.  Do  you  know  any  places  where,  from  your  knowledge  of  the  people,  the  moral 
and  religious  people,  the  sentiment  against  the  drink  habit  and  trsude  is  strong,  but 
there  are  inefficient  and  unfaithful  officers,  and,  therefore,  there  is  no  enforcement  of 
the  Act  ? — I  am  just  expressing  my  opinion  in  answering  this  question.  My  belief  is, 
from  inquiries  I  have  made 'from  one  end  of  the  province  to  another,  that  the  responsi- 
bility of  not  enforcing  the  law  rests  upon  the  community  more  than  upon  the  individual. 
I  have  seen  cases,  and  I  could  give  names  of  individuals,  in  which  very  great 
efforts  were  made  to  enforce  the  law,  and  yet  the  people  found  their  efforts  were  not 
supported  by  the  community,  and  they  became  embarrassed  in  various  ways  and  had  to 
give  up  the  task. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

599.  You  stated  a  few  minutes  ago  that,  in  your  opinion,  the  traffic  was  one  that 
should  be  outlawed  completely  ] — That  is  my  opinion. 

600.  Is  it  your  opinion,  from  travelling  about  and  seeing  the  people,  that  that  has 
been  the  view  of  those  members  of  the  community  who  voted  for  the  Canada  Temperance 
Act,  that  they  felt  it  should  be  outlawed,  and  voted  that  way  ? — Partly  perhaps  as  a 
matter  of  expediency,  and  they  also  believed  it  should  be  outlawed  on  its  merits. 

601.  Expediency,  in  what  way  ? — ^That  it  would  be  the  way  to  arrest  and  do  away 
with  the  evils  of  the  drink  traffic,  that  this  would  be  the  l>est  way  of  doing  it. 

602.  Those  people  who  have  carried  the  adoption  of  the  Act — either  from  the  view 
that  the  trade  should  be  outlawed  or  that  it  was  expedient  in  the  interest  of  the  com- 
munity that  it  should  be  strictly  regulated — formed  a  majority  of  the  people,  or  the 
Act  would  not  have  been  carried  ;  has  your  experience  been  that  those  people  voted  to 
carry  out  those*  views  ? — Yes,  in  some  communities.  Take  the  position  of  the  various 
denominations.  The  denomination  to  which  I  belong  has,  in  the  Maritime  Provinces, 
between  42,000  and  43,000  communicants,  representing  120,000  people  according  to  the 
census.  When  the  representatives  of  this  denomination  come  together  (and  there  were 
310  delegates  last  year)  this  *  question  invariably  comes  up.  There  is  an  unanimous 
sentiment,  as  I  could  show  from  the  records,  expressed  in  favour  of  prohibition.  There 
is  no  one  to  advocate  any  other  view  of  the  question.  That  is  true  so  far  as  the  body  to 
which  I  belong  is  concerned.  I  do  not  know  of  a  communicant  of  the  Baptist  Church 
in  the  Lower  Provinces  who  is  engaged  in  the  traffic,  and  I  know  that  no  man  could 
hold  his  membership  in  a^  church,  unless  the  church  had  fallen  off  very  greatly  in 
numbers  and  in  vitality,  if  he  was  engaged  in  any  way  in  the  liquor  traffic.  That  is  the 
position  so  far  as  public  sentiment  is  concerned  of  the  Baptists  in  these  provinces.  If 
there  was  a  prohibitory  law  now  in  force,  the   Baptists  would  be  prepared  to  enforce  it. 
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603.  Have  you  obtained  any  knowledge,  in  going  about  among  these  different  places, 
as  to  the  quality  of  liquor  sold  :  are  there  many  complaints  of  adulterations? — I  have 
heard  some  complaints,  but  nothing  which  led  me  to  suppose  that  4,here  is  any  general 
adulteration  practised.  Still,  there  may  be.  I  have  never  been  convinced  that  there 
was  much  of  it. 

604.  Did  you,  on  any  of  the  occasions  when  you  were  at  hotels  where  you  saw 
people  going  in  to  drink,  call  the  attention  of  the  officers  of  the  community  to  it,  either 
there  or  elsewhere  ? — No,  I  did  not.  When  I  spoke  about  it,  the  parties  knew  all  about 
it  and  admitted  it. 

605.  But  you  did  not  care  to  meddle  with  it  ? — Yes,  it  was  no  matter  of  informa- 
tion to  them. 

606.  And  you,  as  a  citizen  of  the  province,  did  not  feel  it  to  be  your  duty  to  notify 
the  officers  charged  with  the  administration  of  the  law  as  to  what  occurred,  in  order 
that  they  might  look  after  those  people  ? — No,  I  did  not. 

607.  And  you  thought  the  rest  of  the  people  felt  the  same  way  ? — Yes.  There  are 
some  communities  in  Nova  Scotia  where  the  temperance  sentiment  is  desperate,  and 
there  would  be  little  short  of  revolution  if  a  licensed  place  was  forced  upon  them.  I 
know  that  thirty  years  ago,  in  one  of  the  towns  where  a  great  many  mill  hands  were 
employed,  the  people  turned  out  and  tore  down  the  house  of  a  man  who  sold  liquor. 
There  never  has  been  a  place  for  the  sale  of  liquor  in  that  town.  If  one  was  established 
it  would  cause  a  revolution.  This  has  been  the  state  of  things  for  forty  years,  and  there 
is  no  trouble  in  enforcing  the  Scott  Act  there. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

608.  In  what  proportion  of  the  places  you  visit  is  the  Scott  Act  rigidly  enforced  ? 
— As  I  said  at  the  outset,  there  seem  to  l)e  spasmodic  efforts  made.  At  times  its  en- 
forcement will  be  thorough  and  rigid  ;  then  again  it  will  be  relaxed,  so  you  cannot  speak 
definitely  about  it.  There  are  a  numl>er  of  places  I  have  in  mind  wherc/the  law  is  now- 
enforced.  For  instance,  the  town  of  Yarmouth.  I  spent  four  or  five  weeks  in  one  of  the 
hotels  in  the  spring,  and  made  niyself  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  state  of  things  in 
the  town,  and,  so  far  as  the  people  are  able  to  do  it,  they  are  enforcing  the  law.  They 
took  a  bar-tender  away. 

By  Rer.  Dr.  McLeod : 

609.  What  did  they  do  with  him  ? — They  took  him  away  to  prison. 
By  Mr.  Clarke : 

610.  What  about  the  other  places  you  visited,  the  cities  and  towns  ? — In  Truro  at 
one  time  the  temperance  law  was  enforced  with  very  great  efficiency,  but  when  I  was 
there  last  autumn  liquor^ was  as  freely  sold  as  if  the  people  had  never  heard  of  the  Act. 

By^  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

611.  They  have  not  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  there  now  ? — No  ;  it  has  been  re- 
pealed. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

612.  They  have  it  in  force  through  Prince  Edward  Island? — I  cannot  speak  for 
Prince  Edward  Island. 

613.  Is  the  Act  enforced  generally  throughout  these  provinces? — It  is  to  some 
extent.  It  is  not,  I  think,  generally  well  and  efficiently  enforced.  There  are  some 
places,  perhaps,  where  it  is  as  well  enforced  as  it  is  possible  under  the  circumstances  to 
enforce  it  We  have  a  law  against  people  getting  drunk  ;  but  it  is  hard  to  convict  three 
or  four  or  lialf  a  dozen  who  break  the  law. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

614.  You  have  said,  I  think,  that  a  prohibitory  law  could  not  be  enforced  efficiently 
if  public  sentiment  did  not  support  it.  From  what  you  know  of  the  community,  do  you 
think  that  a  prohibitory  law  could  now  be  efficiently  enforced  if  it  was  on  the  statute- 
book  ?  — I  hold  the  opinion  that  if  there  was  a  prohibitory  law  for  the  entire  Dominion, 
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and  if  the  regulations  were  such,  and  if  the  officers  were  appointed  in  a  certain  U^ay  so 
as  to  have  officials  of  the  best  type  and  representative  of  the  temperance  element,  the 
very  fact  of  it  being  a  Dominion  law  would  give  force  to  it.  J  think  that  the  weakness 
of  the  law  is  that  it  is  a  local  law. 

615.  Taking  things  as  they  are  to-day,  is  it  your  opinion  that  a  prohibitory  law 
could  be  efficiently  enforced  in  the  present  state  of  public  opinion? — I  doubt  as  regards 
Halifax. 

616.  I  will  not  take  Halifax  alone,  but  the  country  generally.  You  go  over  a  large 
portion  of  the  country,  and  appear  to  be  thoroughly  well  informed  on  temp^ance 
matters  and  in  regard  to  public  sentiment,  and  I  want  you  to  give  the  Commission  your 
opinion  on  that  point  ?— I  think,  after  all  my  inquirie.s,  from  the  wny  in  which  the 
'Roman  Catholic  priests  in  different  parts  of  the  country  and  the  clergymen  of  other 
denominations  are  acting,  and  from  the  fact  that  public  sentiment  is>  increasingly 
favourable  to  prohibition,  that  if  there  were  a  good  prohibitory  law  for  the  Dominicm  of 
Canadiv,  and  if  there  were  carefulness  and  wisdom  observed  in  regard  to  the  provisions 
of  the  law  and  in  regard  to  appointing  officers  to  carry  it  out,  as  a  rule  in  these  pro- 
vinces, and  I  cannot  speak  beyond  them,  the  law  would  be  enforced  with  a  high  degree  of 
efficiency. 

617.  You  know,  from  your  own  experience,  how  improbable  it  is  that  those  con- 
ditions would  exist.  I  again  put  the  question  :  Do  you  think,  if  a  prohibitory  law  was 
passed  at  the  present  moment,  it  could  be  efficiently  enforced  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada  ? 
— I  shall  have  to  turn  to  another  phase  of  it,  and  say  that,  if  a  law  was  passed  by  the 
Dominion  Parliament  simply  to  get  rid  of  an  ugly  question  that  was  pressing  upon 
them,  that  of  prohibition,  and  there  was  not  any  special  interest  taken  in  the  details  of  the 
law  and  of  the  officers  appointed  to  carry  out  the  law,  then  I  am  ready  to  believe  that 
the  law  could  not  be  enforced  ver}-  generally. 

618.  You  have  spoken  of  the  law  not  being  enforced  in  the  case  of  public  sentiment 
being  opposed  to  it,  and  I  now  understand  you  to  say  that,  in  the  present  state  of  public 
opinion,  you  are  doubtful  at  least,  not  to  go  further,  whether  it  could  be  enforced  ? — I 
will  answer  tliat  with  the  qualification  I  have  already  made.  I  think,  if  a  law  were 
passed,  and  the  provisions  of  the  law  were  wisely  made — provisions  for  officials  of  the 
law  to  carry  it  jout — if  the  very  best  safeguards  and  protective  provisions  were  put 
around  it,  it  would  be  generally  enforced  in  these  lower  provinces.  There  might  be 
times  in  Halifax,  and  perhaps  in  St.  John,  when  it  would  be  difficult  to  enforce  it,  and 
when  there  would  be  obstacles  in  the  way,  and,  indeed,  it  would  be  some  years  before 
public  sentiment  would  be  strong  enough  to  enforce  it  there ;  but  I  am  speaking  gener- 
ally of  the  lower  provinces. 

619.  Then,  with  your  experience  of  the  Scott  Act.  which  goes  to  show  that  it  has 
been  very  indifferently  enforced,  do  I  understand  you  still  to  express  the  opinion  that, 
in  the  present  state  of  public  sentiment  on  the  subject,  a  prohibitory  law  would  be 
efficiently  enforced  ?— I  believe,  in  the  first  place,  that  a  Dominion  law  for  absolute 
prohibition  would  be  better  in  its  educational  effect,  it  would  have  the  majesty  and 
dignity  of  law  to  a  greater  extent,  than  these  local  laws. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

620.  Is  not  the  Scott  Act  a  Dominion  measure  ? — It  is,  but  it  \nA  to  be  adopted 
by  localities.  A  law  made  for  the  entire  country  would  have  the  dignity  of  law,  and 
that  would  have  a  salutary  effect  upon  the  public  mind,  and  woukl  be  like  a  law  against 
any  other  vic6  and  its  operations  would  not  be  obstructed.  That  would  l)e  felt  to  a 
greater  extent  than  is  felt  in  regard  to  any  local  laws. 

621.  One  of  the  conditions  you  attach  to  its  efficient  enforcement  is  that  the  ofiicers 
shall  efficiently  carry  out  the  law,  and  hitherto  you  have  found,  I  believe,  that  the 
officers  have  not  efficiently  carried  out  the  present  law  ?  Would  the  officers  appointed 
be  disposed  to  carry  out  a  general  prohibitory  law  if  they  were  not  well  supported  by 
public  sentiment  ?— I  think  men  can  be  found  in  every  community,  if  tlie  tem[>eranee 
party  are  allowed  to  make  the  selections,  w^ho  would  have  the  courage  of  their  convic- 
tions, and  if  they  were  appointed  under  a  Dominion  prohibitory  law  to  enforce  that 
law,  they  would  make  it  their  business  to  do  so. 
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622.  Do  the  license  inspectors  receive  their  appointment  from  the  municipal 
councils  ? — I  cannot  answer  that  question. 

623.  If  the  Scott  Act  is  in  force  in  these  counties  and  municipalities,  do  not  the 
councils  partake  of  the  complexion  of  the  electors  in  the  matter  of  being  favourable  to 
prohibition,  and  having  the  appointment  of  the  officers  to  enforce  the  Act  in  their 
own  hands,  do  they  not  desire  to  appoint  inspectora  who  will  rigidly  enforce  the  lawl — 
The  law  has  been  adopted  in  some  of  the  counties  since  I  have  been  there,  and  I  have 
not  been  able  to  follow  it,  and  therefore  give  an  opinion  with  respect  to  that  point. 

»624.  We  learned  from  two  witnesses  that  the  inspectors  were  appointed  by  the 
municipal  councils  and  their  appointment  confirmed  by  the  Provincial  Government.  Do 
you  know  whether  any  effort  is  made  by  the  municipalities  to  secure  men  as  inspectors 
who  are  likely  to  enforce  the  law  ? — Yes,  I  do  in  some  cases.  I  know  that  in  some 
cases  men  of  very  strong  convictions  have  been  selected. 

625.  Tl:e  fault  then  rests  in  the  selection  of  the  officers  ? — It  was  to  a  great  extent 
that. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

626.  Do  we  understand  you  to  say  that  you  never  resided  in  a  town  or  county 
where  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  was  in  operation  ? — No. 

627.  The  information  you  have  given  respecting  places  under  the  Canada  Temper- 
ance Act  was  derived  from  personal  observation  during  occasional  visits,  and  from 
information  you  have  received  ? — Yes. 

628.  You  think  a  general  prohibitory  law  is  desirable  ? — Yes. 

629.  And  that  a  prohibitory  law  well  enforced  would  be  a  blessing  1 — Yes. 

By  tlve  Chairman  : 

630.  But  you  are  not  so  confident  as  to  the  efficient  enforcement  of  it  in  the 
existing  state  of  public  sentiment  ? — Not  in  all  places. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

631.  Taking  the  present  law  as  it  is  enforced  in  certain  counties  in  this  province, 
do  you  think  the  Scott  Act  is  preferable  to  the  license  law  1 — I  am  not  sufficiently  well 
acquainted  with  the  two  to  make  a  contrast  or  comparison,  so  as  to  be  able  to  give  an 
opinion  on  that  matter.  I  hear  persons  say  they  do  not  think  there  is  very  much  to 
choose  between  them,  so  far  as  the  fact  of  their  enforcement  is  concerned. 

632.  In  one  case  the  law  is  based  on  the  ground  that  the  traffic  should  be  out- 
lawed, the  other  on  the  ground  that  it  should  be  licensed,  so  there  is  that  difference  ? — 
Yes.    , 

633.  From  your  knowledge,  which  would  be  preferable,  the  Scott  Act  as  it  is  and 
as  it  is  worked,  or  a  license  law  if  it  were  carried  out  ? — My  convictions  and  sympathies 
go  for  prohibition. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod: 

634.  You  said  that  a  good  many  persons  had  stated  that  there  was  not  much  diffei<- 
ence  between  ^he  license  law  and  the  Canada  Temperance  Act :  do  we  understand  you 
to  say  that  there  is  not  much  difference  between  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  and  the 
prohibitory  provisions  of  the  present  license  law  ? — I  was  speaking  in  that  respect  of  the 
difficulties  and  obstructions  put  in  the  way  of  enforcirg  the  law.  The  difficulties  are  as 
great  in  regard  to  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  as  to  enforcing  any  other  law. 

The  Commission  adjourned. 
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HALIFAX,  July  26th,  1892. 
The  Commission  met  this  day  at  11  a,m.,  Sir  Joseph  Hickson,  Chairman,  presiding. 

Present  : 

Judge  McDonald.  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod. 

Mr.  E.  F.  Clarke.  Mr.  G.  A.  Gigault. 

JOHN  A.  MACKASEY,  License  Inspector  for  the  city  of  Halifax,  on  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

635.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Halifax  ? — Forty-seven  years. 

636.  How  long  have  you  held  your  present  office  as  license  inspector  for  the  city  of 
Halifax? — Six  years. 

637.  Continuously  ?— Yes. 

638.  By  what  authority  were  you  appointed  ? — I  was  appointed  by  the  City  Council, 
and  my  appointment  was  confirmed  by  the  Provincial  Government. 

639.  Were  you  appointed  before  the  present  license  law  came  into  force  ? — Yes. 

640.  So  you  have  had  experience  of  the  working  of  two  license  laws  1 — I  was  not 
inspector  under  the  previous  law,  only  under  the  present  law. 

641.  How  long  has  the  present  law  been  in  force  ? — It  came  into  force  in  1886. 

642.  Were  you  the  first  inspector  appointed  under  its  provisions  1 — Yes. 

643.  Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  state  briefly  to  the  Commission  the  nature  of 
your  duties  as  inspector  of  licenses  1 — My  duty  as  inspector  is  to  supervise  the  liquor 
trade  of  the  city  of  Halifax,  and  to  zee  that  it  is  carried  out  in  accordance  with  law.  If 
the  law  is  not  pomplied  with,  my  duty  will  be,  in  case  of  any  violations  taking  place,  to 
bring  the  offenders  before  the  court. 

644.  Will  you  tell  the  Commission,  in  your  own  words,  the  plan  which  has  been 
adopted  with  respect  to  the  issuing  of  licenses  1 — On  an  application  being  made,  a  peti- 
tion signed  by  citizens  is  required  to  be  presented.  That  is  filed  with  the  inspector  not 
later  than  15th  December.  The  petition  must  contain  the  signature^  of  three- 
fifths  of  those  qualified  to  sign  for  that  section  or  district. 

645.  Is  that  a  polling  district  ? — Yes. 

646.  And  then  what  takes  place  1 — The  signatures,  I  may  explain,  must  be  those  of 
resident  qualified  electors  for  that  particular  section,  and  the  petition  must  be  signed  by 
three-fifths  of  such  electors. 

647.  Three-fifths  of  the  qualified  resident  ratepayers  of  the  polling  district  within 
which  the  licensed  house  would  be  situated  ? — Yes. 

648.  The  first  step,  then,  is  the  presentation  to  you  of  a  document  of  that  kind  ? — Yes. 

649.  Then  the  law  directs  that  notice  of  the  application  be  advertised,  for  not  less 
than  fourteen  days,  in  one  or  more  newspapers  published  within  the  district.  If  there 
are  no  newspapers  published  within  the  district,  then  it  must  be  advertised  in  newspapers 
published  in  the  district  nearest  to  that  particular  district.  Then  what  follows  ? — The 
second  Tuesday  in  January  was  the  dat«  on  which  the  council  had  to  consider  those 
applications,  and  grant  or  not  grant  as  the  case  might  be. 

650.  Having  received  this  paper,  how  do  you  satisfy  yourself  as  to  the  genuineness 
of  the  signatures  1 — There  are  various  ways.     They  are  sworn  to. 

651.  They  are  verified  by  affidavit  ? — Yes. 

652.  Subscribed  and  witnessed  ? — Yes.  Moreover,  I  know  quite  a  number  of  the 
signatures  myself. 

653.  Do  you  then  examine  the  rate-roll  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  the  number 
of  signatures  make  the  required  proportion  ? — Yes.  I  can  bring  the  last  list  in  order  to 
show  you  the  manner  in  which  it  is  made  up. 
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654.  Having  received  the  paper,  and  having  satisfied  yourself  that  the  required 
noimber  of  persons  have  signed  the  petition,  and  that  the  application  has  been  properly 
advertised,  do  you  make  any  doniieUiary  visit  to  the  proposed  premises  ? — Yes. 

655.  Will  you  kindly  tell  the  Commission  what  you  do  then  ? — If  the  application 
is  for  an  hotel  license,  the  law  requires  that  the  premises  shall  contain  at  least  six  bed 
-rooms,  fully  eijuipped,  besides  the  rooms  required  for  the  faniily  of  the  proprietor,  who 
is  making  the  application  for  the  license.     That  is  the  law  in  regard  to  hotels. 

656.  What  other  requirements  are  there  ?  Are  there  any  requirements  in  regard 
to  stabling  ? — No  ;  not  in  regard  to  the  city,  but  in  I'egard  to  the  country. 

657.  Does  your  investigation  of  the  house  require  you  to  examine  the  particular 
part  of  the  house  in  which  liquor  will  be  stored,  if  the  license  is  granted  1 — There  is 
nothing  in  the  Act  in  regard  to  that  matter.  We  would  naturally  inquire  as  to  where 
it  ^\^as  going  to  be  kept. 

658.  Is  there  any  provision  in  the  Act  as  to  the  part  of  the  house  in  which  the 
liquor  is  to  be  sold  ? — No  ;  not  in  regard  to  hotels.  That  matter  is  left  to  the  proprietor 
himself,  and  he  can  keep  it  where  he  pleases. 

659.  Could  it  be  kept  in  more  than  one  room  ? — The  Act  is  silent  on  that  point. 

660.  Having  made  the  domiciliary  visit,  and  ha\'ing  satisfied  yourself  that  the 
document  is  proper  in  everj'  resj>ect,  is  there  any  security  taken  from  the  man  himself 
by  way  of  lK)nds  ? — Yes  ;  when  he  receives  his  license.  The  application  has  to  be 
accompanied  by  the  recommendation  or  otherwise  of  the   Inspector.     If  a  report  does 

^   not  accompany  the  petition  or  application,  the  Council  cannot  take  action  in  regard  to  it. 

661.  Then  the  next  step  after  receiving  the  paper  and  visiting  the  house  is  to 
make  up  your  report  to  the  Council  as  to  what  you  think  should  be  done  in  the  matter  ? — 
Yes.     . 

662.  Are  those  papers  filed  with  the  Council  ? — They  are  handed  in  to  the  Council 
and  generally  handed  back  to  me  again. 

663.  Now  we  come  to  the  date  when  the  Council  proceed  to  deal  with  it ;  when  is 
that  date  ? — It  was  the  second  Tuesday  in  January,  but .  last  year,  or  the  year  before, 
they  made  it  the  second  Tuesday  in  February. 

664.  Was  that  done  by  the  Legislature  ? — Yes. 

665.  Is  there  any  limit  in  the  statute  as  to  the  number  of  licenses  which  may  l^e 
issued  ?— There  is  no  limit  in  the  Act. 

666.  Is  there  any  provision  in  the  Act  stating  that  the  Council  may  limit  the  num- 
ber ? — No.     But  the  Council  can  grant  or  not  grant  the  applications  as  they  please. 

667.  There  is  no  provision  stating  that  there  shall  not  be  more  than  a  certain  num- 
ber of  licenses  issued  1 — No. 

668.  Do  I  understand  that  when  your  report  is  submitted  to  the  Council,  that  body 
may  use  its  own  discretion  as  to  whether  it  shall  grant  or  refuse  the  licenses  applied 
forV- Yes. 

669.  Have  they  ever  refused  to  grant  a  license  when  you  have  made  a  favourable 
recommendation  ? — They  have  done  so. 

670.  They  have  granted  it  over  your  report? — Yes  ;  and  also  over  the  Recorder's 
report. 

671.  The  Council  have  granted  a  license,  you  say,  in  cases  when  you  had  reported 
adversely  1 — Yes,  and  against  the  Recorder's  report. 

672.  Under  the  Act,  does  the  Recorder  report  on  applications  as  well  as  you  ?^-No. 
Merely  when  a  matter  is  referred  to  him ;  when  a  question  is  referred  to  him  in  regard 
to  the  law.  % 

673.  Supposing  an  application  for  license  is  refused  by  the  council,  that  is  the  end 
of  the  matter,  I  suppose  ? — Yes. 

674.  But  if  the  council,  acting  on  your  report,  grants  the  license,  who  issues  it? — 
I  issue  it. 

675.  There  is  a  clause  in  the  Act  providing  that  when  the  council  grants  a  license 
to  the  person  applying,  the  Chief  Inspector  shall  issue  to  him  a  license  on  the  payment 
of  the  fee  specified,  and  on   his  giving  a  certain  bond  and  a  certain  security  :  are  the 
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licenses  issued  by  the  municipality  of  Halifax  or  by  the  Provincial  Government  ? — They 
are  issued  in  the  name  of  the  municipality  of  the  city  of  Halifax. 

676.  What  is  the  fee  required  to  be  paid  1 — For  a  shop  license  8100,  for  an  hotel 
license  $150,  under  the  amendments  made  to  the  Act  since  1886.  The  whole  of  the 
provisions  under  that  Act  did  not  com6  into  force  until  the  1st  of  January,  1887.  The 
license  was  placed  at  $300  for  a  wholesale  license,  and  $150  for  a  brewer.  We  never 
received  any  fee  for  a  wholesale  license,  because  power  was  given  to  refer  that  part  of 
the  law  relating  to  the  wholesale  license  to  the  judges.  The  law  was  considered  by  them 
to  be  unconstitutional  and  beyond  the  power  of  the  Legislature  to  enact.  Thus  the 
matter  has  remained  in  abeyance  and  remains  in  that  position  to-day.  We  receive 
merely  $10,  being  the  application  fee.  This  I  have  always  demanded  and  have  always 
received,  but  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  any  right  to  receive  it. 

677.  The  fee  of  $150  for  an  hotel  license  is  paid  to  whom  ? — To  me. 

678.  For  the  municipality  1 — Yes. 

679.  Does  the  Provincial  Government  receive  any  portion  of  it? — No  portion  of  the  fee. 

680.  All  the  fee  goes  for  the  benefit  of  the  municipality  of  Halifax  ? — Ye^. 

681.  When  you  issue  a  license,  do  you  take  security  from  the  person  that  he  will 
observe  the  requirements  of  the  law  ? — Yes. 

682.  In  what  form  is  the  security  taken  1 — In  the  form  of  a  bond. 

683.  With  himself  and  two  sureties  ? — Yes,  himself  and  two  sureties.  Altogether 
in  the  sum  of  $800  :  $500  from  the  person  receiving  the  license  and  $150  each  for  the 
two  sureties, 

684.  Do  the  sureties  have  to  be  approved  by  you  ? — Yes. 

(Witness  filed  a  copy  of  the  bond). 

685.  Can  you  give  us  the  form  of  petition  signed  by  the  ratepayers  ? — Y^s.  [Ap- 
pendix 1.] 

The  applicant,  having  given  the  security,  obtains  his  license  and  is  allowed  under 
the  law  to  sell  liquor,  we  will  say  in  an  hotel,  in  the  manner  provided  by  law. 

686.  Will  you  state  what  the  limitations  are  as  to  selling,  as  to  the  quantity  and  to 
whom  1 — He  may  sell  from  7  o'clock  in  the  morning  until  9  o'clock  at  night ;  and  on 
Saturday  from  7  o'clock  in  the  morning  until  6  o'clock  in.  the  evening ;  and  on  Sunday 
he  can  sell  between  1  and  3  and  5  and  7  to  guests  at  the  table. 

687.  During  the  hours  named  by  you,  to  whom  may  he  sell  1 — To  guests,  boarders 
and  lodgers. 

688.  Where  can  he  sell  ? — Ine  their  rooms  and  at  the  table. 

689.  Is  there  any  provision  for  what  is  commonly  called  an  open  bar  ? — On  con- 
viction a  person  who  sells  at  an  open  bar  in  an  hotel  is  liable  to  $100  penalty. 

690.  There  is  no  provision  in  the  Act,  then,  for  keeping  an  open  bar  ? — No. 

691.  To  which  the  people  could  go  and  drink  by  the  glass? — No.  The  law  does 
not  provide  for  the  sale  of  liquor  at  a  bar  in  an  hotel. 

692.  So  the  provision  for  the  sale  of  liquor  in  hotels,  taking  it  in  its  widest  range, 
is  only  for  sale  to  travellers,  boarders  or  lodgers  ? — They  have  to  be  guests  of  the  hotel. 
Of  course,  you  might  be  a  traveller  and  not  a  guest. 

693.  Has  the  individual  to  be  a  traveller  stopping  at  the  hotel  ? — He  might  reside 
in  Halifax  and  be  a  guest  or  boarder. 

694.  Is  it  the  duty  of  any  person  to  supervise  the  hotels  and  see  that  persons  who 
have  licenses  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  law  ? — I  visit  the  hotels  occasionally. 

695.  Then  you  are  the  person  to  perform  this  duty  ? — I  am  one  of  the  persons. 

696.  Who  else  is  there  besides  you  ? — There  are  six  sergeants  of  police.  They  were 
appointed  by  a  resolution  of  the  City  Council  on  the  7th  November,  1890,  to  assist  me. 
They  were  appointed  as  deputies,  and  sworn  in  as  such.  The  Act  says  that  the  inspector, 
policemin  or  other  police  officer  may  enter  any  place  where  they  think  the  law  is  being 
violated. 

697.  So  the  City  Council  of  Halifax,  at  all  events,  has  passed  a  resolution  making 
provision  for  giving  assistance  to  you  in  the  discharge  of  your  duties  ? — Yes. 

698.  Is  there  any  provision  in  the  Act  which  will  enable  you,  on  making  domi- 
ciliary visits,  to  go  into  any  room  in  the  house  ? — Yes. 
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699.  To  break  locks  ? — Yes  ;  if  I  had  a  warrant.  There  is  a  provision  by  which  I 
could  obtain  a  warrant. 

700.  You  could  obtain  a  warrant,  and  it  would  be  granted  you  on  making  an  appli- 
cation ? — We  have  had  warrants,, but  we  have  never  used  them.  We  have  never  had 
any  interference  and  have  always  been  admitted. 

701.  You  have  been  inspector  many  years  and  have  discharged  your  duties  since 
the  new  Act  came  into  force  :  have  you  reason  to  suppose,  from  your  experience  and 
information  and  knowledge,  that  the  requirements  of  the-law  are  complied  with  in  the 
city  of  Halifax  ? — I  do  not  think  they  are. 

702.  Are  they  being  broken  by  the  sale  of  liquor  in  leas  quantities  than  the  law 
allows,  for  I  understand  that  liquor  can  only  be  sold  by  the  bottle,  not  by  the  glass  1 — 
By  the  bottle  not  less  than  one  pint — that  is  tinder  shbp  licenses — but  hoteU  ha^e  the 
privilege  of  selling  by  the  glass. 

703.  Is  that  only  \o  guests  and  boarders  1 — Yes. 

704.  Do  you  believe  that  the  law  is  broken  by  the  sale  ol  liquor  in  the  licensed 
hotels  to  persons  other  than  guests,  boarders  or  lodgers  1 — I  have  had  the  parties  up  for 
selling  liquor  to  others  than  guests. 

705.  And  have  you  secured  convictions  1 — Yes. 

706.  Does  the  law  limit  the  sale  to  persons  under  any  particular  age  1 — It  does  not 
allow  liquor  to  be  sold  to  minors. 

707.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  liquor  is  sold  to  minors  1 — I  do  not  believe 
that  to-day  there  is  any  person  holding  a  license  who  would  sell  liquor  to  a  minor,  with 
his  knowledge.     I  do  not  believe  he  would  so,  but  still  minors  get  liquor. 

708.  I  suppose  they  might  get  it  as  the  Indians  in  the  west  get  it,  by  sending  some 
one  else  for  it  ? — Yei  The  law  should  be  amended  to  cover  that.  It  is  very  stringent 
in  regard  to  sale  to  minors  by  licensed  people,  but  it  is  silent  as  to  the  purchasing  of 
liquor  by  any  other  persons  and  disposing  of  it  to  minors. 

709.  Speaking  of  shop  licenses,  any  person  who  buys  in  a  shop  cannot  buy  less  than 
a  pint,  I  understand,  and  it  cannot  be  drank  on  the  premises  1 — Yes. 

710.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  liquor  is  drank  on  the  premises  in  those  shops  ? 
— I  have  no  particular  knowledge  of  the  fact ;  but,  nevertheless,  I  believe  it  is  done. 

711.  Have  you  had  any  convictions  under  this  head  ? — Yes.  I  have  had  cases  be- 
fore the  court,  and  I  have  secured  convictions,  and  the  cases  have  been  appealed  to  the 
County  Court.  The  Recorder  tried  a  case  respecting  the  sale  of  liquor  to  a  minor  and 
convicted,  and  it  was  appealed  to  the  County  Court,  and  the  decision  was  reversed. 
There  was  another  case  of  selling  liquor  by  the  glass  to  be  drank  on  the  premises — not 
for  selling,  but  for  drinking  it.  We  secured  a  conviction  in  the  Police  Court,  and  the 
case  came  before  the  County  Court  and  the  judge  held  that  there  was  no  violation  of  the 
Act.  The  Act  states  that  nothing  less  than  one  pint  shall  be  sold  and  that  it  shall  not 
be  drank  on  the  premises,  but  the  County  Court  judge  held  that  when  the  party  did  not 
drink  the  pint,  there  was  no  violation  of  the  Act,  and  that  if  we  brought  the  party  up, 
it  should  be  for  selling  liquor  in  quantities  less  than  a  pint. 

712.  Your  law  requires  that  under  shop  licenses  liquor  must  not  be  sold  in  places 
where  groceries  are  Fold,  but  it  must  be  sold  in  a  separate  place  ? — Yes. 

713.  With  a  separate  entrance  1 — Yes. 

714.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  people  go  to  those  shops  and  Luy  a  pint 
of  liquor  and  then  drink  it  among  themselves  outside,  that  is,  that  the  liquor  is  drank 
by  more  than  one  person  ? — I  have  seen  them  on  the  streets  doing  so ;  also  in  alley-ways 
and  down  on  the  wharfs.  I  have  met  them  in  the  cemeteries,  and  I  have  found 
bottles  under  the  trees  when  I  have  attended  a  funeral. 

7 1 5.  Then  your  license  is  an  exceedingly  strict  one  1 — Yes. 

716.  Have  you,  as  inspector,  honestly  endeavoured  to  cany  out  its  provisions? — T 
have.  Every  case  brought  to  my  notice  and  every  violation  of  the  law  that  came  under 
my  observation  I  have  brought  before  the  court. 

717.  Have  you  received  from  the  city  authorities  all  such  assistance  as  you  could 
reasonably  ask  to  enable  you  to  carry  out  the  law  ? — Yes  ;  they  have  never  interfered 
with  me  in  my  efforts  to  carry  out  the  law. 
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718.  Do  you  fin  "1  with  those  favourable  conditions  you  are  able  to  have  the  law 
strictly  observed  ? — No  ;  it  is  an  impossibility  for  one  man  to  cairy  it  out. 

719.  Even  with  your  six  assistants? — Yes,  and  with  the  aid  of  the  police. 

720.  Even  with  that  assistance,  you  find  it  impossible  to  have  the  law  strictly 
carried  out  ? — Yes.  It  has  heeh  said  by  some  of  the  sergeants  who  are  inspectors,  that 
I  have  not  done  my  duty,  and  that  the  work  could  have  be^n  done  much  better.*  They 
have  been  appointed,  but  they  have  not  done  very  much,  not  so  much  as  the  inspector. 

721.  Do  you  think  you  could  name  any  number  of  oflicers  or  deputy  inspectors 
that  could  be  provided  that  would  enable  you  to  carry  out  the  law  successfully,  or 
would  be  of  material  assistance  ? — If  there  was  an  inspector  to  every  licensed  establish- 
ment in  Halifax,  the  law  could  be  carried  out.     That  is  my  opinion. 

722.  A  man  to  go  and  stop  at  each  licensed  house  1 — Yes ;  I  think  I  am  able  to 
carry  out  the  law  as  well  as  any  individual  can  do. 

723.  I  suppose  you  are  not  in  a  position  to  state  as  to  whether  many  people  from 
the  rural  districts  come  in  and  buy  liquor  and  carry  it  out  of  the  city  1 — I  see  them 
carrying  away  jars,  cases  and  bottles. 

724.  Do  they  appear  to  be  farmers  from  the  rural  districts  1 — They  are  from  the 
country.  I  also  see  liquor  sent  out  by  the  wholesale  people  to  the  country.  'I  see  the 
packages  outside  the  doors  addressed  to  different  parts  of  the  country,  such  as 
Antigonish  and  Truro. 

725.  I  have  not  asked  in  regard  to  the  wholesale  people.  Are  there  any  violations 
of  the  law  by  them  which  you  h  ive  observed? — Wholesale  people  can  do  as  they  please 
independent  of  the  law,  because  the  law  at  present  is  in  abeyance.  They  cannot  be 
prosecuted  for  any  violation  of  the  Act. 

726.  The  point  in  dispute  remains  in  abeyance  until  the  law  is  settled  1 — Yes. 

727.  So  in  the  meantime  they  are  doing  as  they  please? — They  are  doing  as  well 
as  if  the  law  were  not  in  abeyance.  They  are  doing  what  is  right,  as  near  as  they  can ; 
but,  as  I  have  said,  they  may  do  as  they  please.  They  are  not  allowed,  under  the  Act 
of  1886,  to  sell  in  quantities  of  less  than  one  octave  (18  gallons),  and  in  bottles  of  not 
less  than  two  dozen  imperial  quarts ;  that  is  the  law. 

727a.  Have  you  had  any  experience  of  the  working  of  what  is  commonly  known 
as  the  Scott  Act ;  have  you  resided  in  any  section  where  it  has  been  in  force  ? — I  have 
not  lived  in  any  place  where  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force,  but  I  have  been  to  Tmro  in 
this  province. 

728.  In  what  county  is  Truro  ? — The  county  of  Colchester. 

729.  Was  the  Scott  Act  in  force  there? — Yes ;  I  was  there  for  a  few  days. 

730.  Had  you  an  opportunity  of  observing  its  working  ? — Yes.  I  did  not  go  there 
purposely  to  observe  its  working ;  but  when  I  was  there  I  endeavoured  to  see  how  the 
law  was  carried  out. 

731.  State  what  you  saw  ? — The  trade  was  carried  on  more  openly  than  in  licensed 
establishments  in  Halifax. 

732.  That  is  the  sale  of,  liquor  was  carried  on  ? — Yes.  It  was  sold  by  the  glass  and 
by  the  bottle,  and  everyway. 

733.  In  what  places  ? — In  shops.  These  were  fitted  up  like  fully  equipped  liquor 
establishments,  with  counters,  bottles,  glasses  and  th'^  full  equipment  that  goes  to  make 
up  a  first  class  liquor  store.  I  went  into  the  bar  and  had  a^  cigar  there  or  ginger  beer ; 
I  went  there  to  find  out  matters.  There  was  no  concealment.  I  had  conversed  with 
parties  in  regard  to  the  carrying?  out  of  the  Act,  and  I  was  very  much  surprised  that 
such  a  condition  of  things  could  exist,  especially  in  the  county  of  Colchester.  I  was 
told  by  the  proprietor  of  the  hotel  that  previous  to  the  Scott  Act  being  adopted  there 
were  seven  licensed  houses  in  Truro,  from  which  the  municipality  received  $100  each, 
and  now  there  were  no  licenses  granted.  But  more  than  twenty  persons  were  selling 
liquor,  some  being  very  disreputable  people,  people  who  had  been  driven  from  other 
places  and  had  come  there  and  commenc^  business,  and  kept  very  disreputable  places. 

734.  How  long  ago  was  this  ? — Since  I  have  been  inspector. 

735.  Within  six  years  ? — ^Yes  ;  probably  about  four  years  ago.  I  believe  now  they 
are  a  little  more  particular ;  I  judge  so  from  reading  the  papers. 
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736.  Do  you  know  whether  in  Truro  at  the  present  time  the  license  law  is  in  force 
or  the  Scott  Act  1 — I  am  not  sure  which — I  am  not  sure  whether  the  Scott  Act  was 
repealed  or  not.  It  is  said  te-have  been  repealed,  and  if  so,  the  License  Act  is  in  force 
there. 

737.  To  come  back  to  Halifax  and  your  knowledge  of  matters  here :  have  you  any 
reason  to  believe  that  liquor  is  sold  which  is  not  pure,  what  we  would  call  adulterated 
liquor  ? — I  do  not  hear  very  much  complaint ;  I  never  drink  liquor. 

738.  So  you  areSiot  in  a  position  to  speak  of  that  matter.  Do  you  think  that 
during  the  six  years  you  have  been  license  inspector  in  this  city  drunkenness  has  in- 
creased or  decreased  or  remained  stationary  ? — Drunkenness  has  not  increased. 

739.  Is  there  much  drunkenness  in  Halifax  ? — Not  a  great  deal.  There  is  a  certain 
class  which  is  before  the  Police  Court  often.  There  are  four  or  five  hundred  cases  of 
drunkennass  before  the  Police  Court  each  year,  but  some  of  the  prisoners  appear  seven 
or  eight  times  during  that  period. 

740.  Are  there  exceptional  circumstances,  owing  to  this  being  a  maritime  port, 
which  are  liable  to  lead  to  more  drunkenness  here  than  other  places  1 — Yes. 

741.  I  know  that  is  sometimes  said  to  be  the  case? — Yes.  I  charge  a  great  deal 
of  the  drunkenness  of  Halifax  against  the  sale  of  liquor  in  the  military  canteen.  Then, 
again,  we  have  a  great  many  sailors  here  and  when  Uiey  come  into  port  (I  am  speaking 
of  the  Imperial  forces)  they  come  out  at  nine  or  ten  o'clock  drunk,  and  they  get  around 
the  upper  streets,  and  very  often  liquor  dealers  are  blamed  for  their  drunkenness  when 
the  men  were  never  in  the  liquor  stores. 

742.  Where  did  they  obtain  the  liquor  without  committing  a  breach  of  the  license 
law  ? — We  have  no  control  over  the  Imperial  forces. 

743.  From  your  experience,  which  has  been  a  long  jone,  do  you  think  it  desirable 
that  the  number  of  places  where  liquor  is  allowed  to  be  sold  should  be  limited  ? — You 
mean  that,  in  my  opinion,  if  there  were  a  less  number  of  liquor  stores  there  would  not 
be  so  much  liquor  drunk. 

744.  I  desire  to, know  whether  it  would  be  promotive  of  temperance? — I  do  not 
think  so.  I  believe  if  liquor  was  free  and  unrestricted,  in  a  very  much  shorter  time 
there  would  be  a  first-class  sentiment  for  prohibition  ? 

I    745.  Please  state  your  reasons  for  that  answer? — If  there  was  free  sale^  of  liquor,- 
there  would  be  no  money  in  the  trade,  and  so  its  sale  would  be  given  up. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

746.  Competition  would  be  so  keen  ? — Yes ;  and  there  would  be  so  much  drunken- 
ness that  people  would  abandon  the  traffic. 

By  thidge  McDonald : 

747.  You  tliink  the  free  sale  of  liquor  would  be  promotive  of  drunkenness? — To  a 
certain  extent. 

748.  Then  would  the  limitation  of  licenses  be  promotive  of  a  decrease  of  drunken- 
ness ? — No,  I  do  not  think  so.  I  believe  unrestricted  sale  \xould  create  a  greater  amount 
of  drunkenness  for  a  time,  but  I  do  not  believe  the  limitation  of  the  number  of  licenses 
would  make  any  difference  either  way,  because  the  people  who  wanted  to  get  liquor 
would  get  it. 

749.  Are  you  able  to  state  whether  in  Truro,  where  there  is  unrestricted  sale  of 
liquor,  the  tendency  has  been  to  increase  or  diminish  drunkenness  ?  —I  could  not  say. 
You  could  not  say  it  wa,s  unrestricted  in  any  sense,  because  the  parties  did  not  know  at 
what  time  the  rein  might  be  drawn  tight. 

750.  It  was  practically  unrestricted,  from  what  you  said  ? — It  was  unrestricted  as 
regards  selling. 

751.  There  had  been  seven  houses  under  license  there  and  now  there  are  twenty 
houses  where  liquor  is  sold ;  do  you  consider  there  would  be  more  drunkenness  with 
those  twenty  than  there  was  with  seven  licensed  houses  ? — I  could  not  say. 

752.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  as  to  the  effect  a  higher  license  would  have 
upon  traffic  ? — I  believe  a  high  license  would  be  better ;  that  is  with  a  fair  law,  it  would 
be  good. 

John  A.  Mackasey. 
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753.  ^  You  think  it  would  be  better  1 — It  would  restrict  the  ti^affic,  and  would  place 
it  in  the  hands  of  very  reputable  people  who  had  large  means  to  carry  on  the  business, 
and  it  would,  therefore,  improve  its  status.  We  would  have  greater  confidence  in  regard 
to  the  way  in  which  the  business  was  carried  on.  Although  this  would  limit  the  number 
of  licenses,  I  do  not  think  it  would  limit  the  sale  of  liquor,  because,  as  in  the  case  of  dry 
goods,  if  there  is  only  one  store,  you  would  go  there,  but  if  there  were  a  dozen,  you  would 
divide  the  trade  between  them. 

754.  Where  there  is  a  license  law  in  force  and  a  large  fee  has  to  be  paid,  is  it  foun(^ 
that  those  who  are  licensed  take  an  interest  in  ailling  the  inspector  in  suppressing  illicit 
places  for  the  sale  of  liquor  ? — That  is  my  opinion,  for  it  would  be  to  their  interest. 

755.  I  am  asking  what  is  your  experience  1 — Under  this  law  they  do  not  assist  the 
inspector  in  any  way — I  am  now  speaking  of  the  licensed  houses — 'in  putting  down  the 
illicit  sale,  because  they  are  people  in  pretty  nearly  the  same  position  as  the  illicit  sellers. 
They  can  hardly  turn  around  and  accuse  them  of  breaking  the  law.  They  are  in  the 
power  of  the  illicit  sellers  ;  that  is  to  say,  they  have  to  go  to  the  illicit  sellers  to  get  names 
to  qualify  them  to  get  a  license.  If  they  do  not  break  the  law,  the  illicit  seller  will  not 
allow  them  to  get  a  license,  because,  without  a  certain  number  of  names,  they  cannot  get 
a  license.  The  man  who  will  keep  the  law  has  a  poorer  chance  of  getting  the  names 
than  the  one  who  will  break  the  law.  I  may  say  that  they  even  threaten  the  inspector. 
They  terrorize  the  liquor  dealers,  who  do  n9t  care  to  come  to  court  because  they  feel 
they  are  in  the  power  of  these  men. 

756-  The  extreme  stringency  of  the  license  law  in  the  city^of  Halifax  is  such  that  a 
man  who  is  in  the  trade,  you  say,  is  always  sure  to  break  some  provision  of  it  ? — Yes. 

757.  And  the  result  is  that  hfe  is  always  sure  to  be  a  law-breaker  himself  ? — They 
are  all  law-breakers. 

758.  He  does  not  find  that  it  is  to  his  benefit  to  interfere  with  the  illicit  sellers  ? — 
That  is  it.  I  have  conferred  with  liquor  dealers  very  often  and  with  the  city  marshal, 
because  I  thought  it  very  unfair  to  the  licensed  dealers  to  have  these  illicit  places  in 
existence,  and  I  have  wanted  assistance,  which  I  am  always  glad  to  get.  I  have  pointed 
out  to  keepers  of  licensed  houses  that  it  was  in  their  interest  to  have  illicit  selling  put 
down,  because  it  interfered  with  their  trade,  and  that  I  would  be  glad  to  get  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  it.  I  have  stated  that  their  names  need  not  be  known,  and  that  I 
would  try  to  find  other  evidence  than  themselves.  I  have  been  told  by  such  a 
licensed  liquor  dealer  of  such  places,  and  he  pointed  out  one  which  had  not  a  license. 
I  wanted  him  to  give  information.  He  said  he  did  not  care  to  give  it.  I  said  I 
wanted  to  know  where  that  was.  He  said  it  was  within  100  miles  of  his  place. 
He  said  that  he  would  speak  to  the  party  himself  about  it,  and  possibly  he  would 
get  him  to  cease  selling.  I  do  not  know  what  he  has  done  about  it,  but  I  received^ 
no  information  from  the  liquor  dealer.  I  get  no  information  from  the  people,  that 
is,  from  citizens,  as  a  general  rule,  at  least,  very  little  information.  They  may  say 
that  such  a  man  is  selling  liquor — that  they  think  so. 

759.  Do  you  think  that  there  are  many  illicit  places  in  Halifax  where  liquor  is 
sold  ? — The  number  is  reduced  to  a  minimum,  I  believe,  although  there  are  a  number  yet. 

760.  If  you  knew  of  them^  you  would  prosecute  them,  I  suppose  ? — Yes.  Within 
the  last  six  years  some  of  the  most  debased  people  have  been  driven  out  of  the  city,  and 
their  establishments  broken  up  by  our  obtaining  convictions  against  them  and  placing 
their  commitments  on  file.  We  were  not  anxious  to  obtain  the  money  from  fines, 
because  in  this  way  we  got  them  out  of  the  city,  by  having  ftiese  commitments  placed 
on  file. 

760rtw  How  many  commitments  have  you  secured  during  the  last  twelve  months  for 
selling  liquor  without  a  license  ? — I  could  not  tell  you  within  the  last  twelve  months, 
but  from  March,  1887,  which  was' the  time  when  the  first  license  was  issued  under  this 
Act, 'up  to  the  1st  of  November,  1889,  there  were  106  cases  brought  before  the  court. 

Bi/  tJhe  CJiairman : 

761.  You  have  a  statement  showing  the  number  selling  without  license  ? — Yes 
selling  without  license. 

21—4 
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By  Judge  McDonald : 

762.  Will  you  kindly  put  that  statement  in  1 — Yes.  ^he  police  brought  up  eight 
or  nine  of  those  places  and  the  inspector  and  citizens  brought  eighty-nine. 

763.  Supposing  a  license  law  to  be  in  force  of  the  kind  I  ara  about  to  describe  to 
you,  a  law  for  the  granting  of  license  to  places  where  travellers  were  entertained,  at 
which  liquors  would  be  allowed  to  be  sold  by  the  glass  to  travellers  and  strangers, 
guests  and  boarders,  or  to  people  of  the  community  if  they  should  come  in  ;  and  a  law 
for  granting  licenses  to  places  where  no  travellei-s  could  be  entertained,  where  the  only 
business  of  the  house  would  be  that  of  selling  liquor  by  the  glass  across  the  bar  to  those 
who  asked  for  it,  which  of  these  two  laws,  do  you  think,  would  be  best  in  the  interests  of 
the  community  ?  In  other  words,  what  we  understand  by  a  tavern  license,  where  a  man 
was  required  to  have  a  certain  number  of  rooms  for  the  accommodation  of  travellers, 
and  where  he  sold  to  no  one  but  guests,  and  a  saloon  license  where  there  are  no  such 
requirements  demanded  for  travellers — which  would  you  prefer,  a  law  providing  for 
hotel  or  saloon  license? — Do  you  mean  the  difference  between  a  hotel  and  Woon 
license  ? 

764.  Yes;  which  would  be  better  in  the  interests  of  the  public  ? — If  there  were  no 
saloons  and  nothing  but  hotels,  on  the  principle  you  have  mentioned,  T  believe  there 
would  be  more  liquor  drank  in  hotels  than  in  saloons,  for  the  reason  that  very  many 
people  do  not  care  to  be  seen  going  into  open  saloons.  But  when  a  man  goes  into  an 
hotel  it  is  thought  that  he  goes  there  to  see  a  friend  or  read  the  newspapers  or  to  make 
enquiries,  or  to  transact  business,  and  tha<J  he  is  not  going^in  to  take  a  drink.  On  the 
other  hand,  when  a  man  enters  a  saloon,  where  they  sell  by  the  glass,  he  is  in  the  eyes 
of  the  public  and  that  deters  him  to  some  extent  from  entering  the  place  ;  at  all  events, 
that  applies  to  a  certain  cleiss.  Such  people  do  not  like  to  be  seen  going  into  a  licensed 
shop,  whereas  they  would  not  mind  entering  an  hiJtel. 

765.  Over  which  of  these  places  "would  there  be  the  more  effective  police  super- 
vision ? — From  my  experience  during  the  last  six  years  there  has  been  the  very  best  of. 
order  kept  both  in  the  shops  and  hotels  ;  there  has  been  no  disorder  to  any  extent. 

766.  Do  you  think  that  in  an  hotel  where  the  drinking  and  non-drinking  com- 
munity are  going  in  and  out  freely,  or  in  a  saloon  where  no  people  are  going  in  and  out 
except  those  who  want  to  drink,  the  law  would  be  better  observed  ?  Would  the  law 
be  better  observed  in  the  hotel  ? — I  do  not  think  there  would  be  any  better  observance 
of  the  law  in  one  as  compared  with  the  other,  but  a  blow  would  be  struck  at  drinking 
by  having  all  shops — shops  instead  of  hotels.  As  I  have  said,  people  do  not  feel  like 
going  into  a  shop,  that  is,  everybody  does  not ;  but  they  do  not  mind  going  to  hotels. 

767.  Then  you  would  rather  favour  the  saloon  than  the  hotel  ? — I  do  not  think  I 
wouM  favour  either  of  them  ;  but  hotels  are  necessary. 

768.  Taking  the  people  among  us  who  ordinarily  drink — the  labouring  class,  to 
which  place  are  they  more  apt  to  resort,  to  the  saloon  or  the  licensed  hotel  ? — They  will 
go  where  they  can  get  a  drink  ;  they  will  go  to  hotels  in  keeping  with  their  position, 
small  hotels.  ^ 

769.  Rather  than  to  saloons  ? — No,  it  does  not  matter  which. 

T70.  Suppose  a  general  prohibitory  law  applicable  to  the  whole  of  Canada  were 
passed,  could  it  be  better  enfc^rced,  judging  from  your  experience,  than  the  present 
stringent  license  law,  or  the  Scott  Act  ? — It  would  depend  on  the  sentiment  of  the 
people.  If  such  a  law  wA^  passed  and  it  were  not  in  accordance  with  public  sentim^t, 
it  would  be  very  difficult  to  enforce  it. 

771.  Then  the  success  of  a  prohibitory  law  must  depend  upon  the  sentiment  of  the 
people  ? — Yes,  any  law,  not  only  in  regard  to  liquor  but  in  regard  to  anything  else. 

772.  Have  you  given  the  matter  thought  ? — Yes.* 

773.  What  amount  of  sentiment  do  you  suppose  would  be  required  to  make  it  a 
success :  would  it  require  a  very  large  majority  of  the  people  or  a  very  influential  section 
of  the  people,  or  what  in  its  favour  ? — It  would  not  be  supported  by  p  ublic  sentiment  if 
it  was  a  law  of  the  minority  of  the  people.  ' 

John  A.  Mackasey. 
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773a.  That  is  quite  true  ;  and  you  will  understand  that  unless  there  was  a  majority 
in  its  favour,  it  could  not  be  passed  ? — There  has  been  legislation  passed  which  was  passed 
against  the  majority  of  the  people. 

774.  In  the  counties? — I  do  not  mean  in  the  counties,  but  in  our  Provincial 
Legislature.  There  have  been  cases  in  which  legislation  has  been  placed  on  the  Statute- 
book  that  was  not  in  accord  with  public  sentiment. 

775.  Supposing  a  vote  of  the  people  were  t^aken,  and  a  majority  voted  in  fav6ur  of 
prohibition,  would  you  consider  that  "was  evidence  of  the  necessary  sentiment  ? — I  think 
that  would  be  a  fair  expression  of  sentiment. 

776.  Would  not  difficulties  still  exist?  If  a  vote  were  taken,  in  which  the 
people  of  Nova  Scotia  voted  over\rhelmingly  in  support  of  prohibition,  and  New 
Brunswick  or  some  other  province  or  provinces  overwhelmingly  against  it,  would  the 
sentiment  in  Nov^v  Scotia  in  such  a  case  carry  the  Act  as  against  the  expression  given  by 
the  other  provinces  1 — It  depends  on  public  sentiment  being  sufficient  to  enforce  a  law. 
In  Halifax  they  might  be  opposed  to  the  measure,  largely  opposed  to  it. 

777.  Then  it  is  a  matter  of  local  sentiment? — Local  sentiment  has  a  good  deal  to 
do  with  it. 

778.  In  order  to  make  an  Act  successful  it  must,  in  the  locality  whore  it  is  put  in 
force,  be  backed  up  by  a  strong  pubUc  sentiment  in  its  favour,  I  suppose? — Yes. 

%  Mr.  Clarke  : 

778a.  In  order  to  make  the  operation  of  such  a  law  successful  throughout  the 
Dominion,  would  there  not  be  required  a  majority  of  the  people  in  favour  of  its  enforce- 
ment in  every  district,  otherwise  it  would  not  work  ? — Yes. 

By  Rev.  Dn  McLeod : 

11^,  You  have  stated  the  chief  points  of  the  license  law ;  but  there  is  one  point 
concerning  which  I  wish  to  ask  you  this  question :  Can  a  licensed  hotel  keeper  sell  to  a 
person,  not  a  guest,  the  same  quantity  sold  by  the  x)rdinary  licensee  to  be  taken  away 
and  consumed  off  the  premises  ? — I  think  a  person  might  go  into  a  hotel  and  get  a  quart 
of  liquor  and  do  what  he  pleased  vith  it. 

780.  You  think  the  hotelkeeper's  license  permits  him  to  make  that  sale,  to  sell  a 
quart  ?7— He  can  sell  a  glass  or  a  quart ;  there  is  no  limit  as  to  the  quantity.  If  you  are 
a  guest,  boarder  or  lodger  at  a  hotel  the  licensee,  the  proprietor  of  the  hotel,  will  provide 
you  with  a  quart. 

781.  Can  he  sell  to  persons  not  guests  ? — No. 

782.  Not  even  to  be  taken  fi*om  the  premises? — No. 

783.  I  understand  you  have  six  deputies  to  assist  you  ? — Yes. 

784^  Do  they  have  to  qualify  the  same  as  you  have  ? — They  we^  appointed  by 
resolution  of  the  City  Council. 

785.  What  are  the  qualifications  of  the  inspector  ? — I  have  to  belong  to  a  temper- 
ance society  and  be  in  good  standing. 

786.  Have  your  deputies  to  qualify  in  the  same  way  ? — No. 

787.  Not  necessarily  so  ? — They  have  been  sworn. 

788.  They  have  to  be  sworn  ? — Yes. 

789.  Does  their  appointment  require  to  be  endorsed  by  the  Provincial  Government, 
as  is  the  case  with  you  ? — No.  I  am  not  endorsed  now  by  the  Provincial  Grovernment, 
for  the  Act  was  amended  ;  but  I  am  now  appointed  annually  by  the  City  Council,  and 
that  takes  away  my  independence  to  a  certain  extent 

789a.  Do  you  have  control  of  your  deputies  ? — I  might  give  them  orders. 

7896.  Have  you  any  special  contrdl  over  the  men  sworn  in  as  your  deputies  ? — No. 

789c.  Have  you  any  special  power  over  those  sworn  in  as  your  deputies,  the 
sergeants  who  were  appointed  to  assist  you ;  do  they  assist  you  in  a  different 
sense  from  the  way  in  which  the  police  generally  assist  you  ?— -Yes  ;  I  think  they  assist  me. 

789d  Do  you  give  them  directions  ? — They  undei-stand  the  law  very  well. 

789«.  Do  you  give  them  special  directions  as  your  deputies  ? — Yes,  when  they  need 
them,  and  ask  questions  or  require  information  in  regard  to  the  law. 
21—4 
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789/!  Do  they  carry  out  your  directions  ? — Yes. 

789^.  Have  you  instructed  them  to  keep  watch  on  the  liquor  shops  ? — I  have  in- 
structed them  occasionally ;  that  is  not  the  sergeant's  particular  business,  but  the  business 
of  the  police  in  general. 

789/i.  Have  you  not  instructed  the  sergeants,  particularly  those  who  have  been 
sworn  in  as  your  deputies  ? — No ;  because  they  understand  the  law  as  well  as  I  do ;  they 
come  to  me  occasionally  and  get  information. 

789i.  Do  the  policemen  generally  understand  the  law  as  well  as  you  do  ? — I  think 
sa     They  know  the  liquor  stores  are  not  allowed  to  be  open  after  certain  hours. 

789^'.  If  they  are  your  deputies,  should  you  not  instruct  them  particularly  ? — I  think 
they  are  instructed,  and  they  understand  the  law. 

789A:.  Then  you  have  not  given  them  specific  ins\;ructions  ? — No,  except  in  talking 
with  them,  as  I  have  done  during  five  or  six  yeai"s. 

790.  Do  you  suppose  they  keep  watch  on  the  liquor  stores  particularly,  because 
they  are  your  deputies  ? — They  cannot  help  doing  so,  for  they  are  on  the  streets  all  the 
time  ;  they  must  take  notice. 

791.  Do  they  do  so  simply  because  they  are  policemen  who  are  on  the  streets  or 
because  they  are  your  deputies  ? — I  cannot  tell  what  is  passing  in  their  minds. 

792.  Do  they  make  better  reports  to  you  than  they  did  before  they  were  made 
your  deputies  1 — No. 

793.  Are  you  helped  by  them  in  any  degree? — I  am  helped  as  much  as  I  had  been, 
before. 

794.  Not  any  more  than  before  1 — No. 

795.  Have  they  not  made  any  reports  to  you  because  they  are  your  deputies? — I 
have  a  book  in  which  to  ^nter  their  reports  particularly. 

r96.  Do  they  report  violations  of  the  liquor  law? — I  have  a  book  containing  their 
reports.  . 

797.  Have  they  made  more  reports  of  violations  since  they  were  appointed  your 
deputies  than  they  did  before  ? — I  do  not  kpow. 

798.  You  believe  there  is  sale  in  licensed  shops  by  the  glass  ? — That  is  my  opinion. 

799.  Do  you  think  it  is  very  general  ? — Oh,  yes. 

800.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  the  hotels  have  bars  ? — Every  hotel  has  ta 
have  a  bar  or  some  place  in  which  to  keep  their  liquors. 

801.  But  bars  over  which  there  is  sale  by  the  glass? — I  believe  they  have,  to  a 
certain  extent,  certainly. 

802.  Do  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  that  they  have  bars  ? — I  have  brought 
the  people  up  several  times. 

803.  Have  you  gone  to  the  places  to  investigate  and  discovered  bars  there  ? — Yes. 

804.  You  have  found  those  places  provided  in  the  ordinary  way  with  the  ordinary 
appliances  that  a  bar  requires  ? — Yes.  • 

805.  Have  you  seen  sales  by  the  glass  going  on  ? — No.  * 

806.  You  do  not  believe  the  bars  are  there  for  any  other  purpose  ?—  I  could  not 
say  so. 

807.  When  you  discover  such  a  place  in  an  hotel,  is  it  not  fair  to  e^ume  that 
they  sell  by  the  glass  ? — It  is  not  fair  to  assume  that  they  sell  by  the  glass.  They 
require  those  appliances  to  supply  their  guests  ;  they  require  tumblers  and  paraphernalia 
and  so  on. 

807a.  You  have  no  reasqn  to  believe  that  the  hotels  have  bars  and  use  them  in  the 
ordinary  way  ? — I  have  every  reason  to  think  they  have  bars,  because  they  are  there  in 
certain  cases,  but  I  have  not  the  same  reason  to  believe  that  they  sell  illicitly  over  the 
bar ;  at  the  same  time,  I  believe  they  do,  but  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  it, 
except  in  cases  where  I  have  found  them  in  the  act. 

808.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  other  people  than  guests  frequent  the  bars 
and  drink  in  the  ordinary  way,  citizens  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  so,  not  to  the  same  extent. 

809.  You  have  no  reason  to  know  the  reverse  ? — No ;  they  take  very  good  care 
that  they  will  not  allow  me  to  see  them  sell  or  allow  me  to  see  drinking  in  the  bars. 
People  who  hold  very  high  positions  in  Halifax,  bankers  and  large  business  men  I  have 
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known,  when  they  have  seen  the  inspector  two  or  three  corners  away,  go  into  an  hotel 
and  tell  the  proprietor  that  the  inspector  is  coming.  .  Probably  I  had  no  intention 
of  going  there.  There  was  no  necessity  for  the  person  making  the  proprietor  aware  of 
the  inspector's  presence,  but  he  hsts  done  so.  This  will  show  the  difficulty  I  experience. 
Here  is  the  Halifax  hotel,  which  is  a  village  within  itself,  for  there  are  one  hundred 
odd  guests.  I  notice  by  last  pight's  paper  there  were  ne^ly  one  hundred  names  of 
persons  registered  at  this  hotel.  These  people  have  rooms  in  the  hotel.  Their  rooms 
are  their  houses  ;  they  own  them  for  the  time  being,  and  it  is  not  necessary  for  them  to 
go  down  to  the  bar  to  order  liquor.  They  can  obtain  a  quantity  of  liquor  and  invite 
citizens  to  go  to  their  rootpis,  and  these  citizens  may  come  out  of  the  hotel  late  at  night, 
which  would  imply  that  they  had  got  liquor  at  the  hotel  bar,  when  they  had  not  got  it 
there  at  all.  I  know  this  to  be  "a  fact.  I  have  been  told  that  several  hotels  sold  liquor 
and  kept  bars.  When  I  pushed  the  inquiry  I  found  that  the  people  did  not  know 
where  the  bars  were  located.  Then  I  have  been  told  that  the  people  came  out  late, 
drunk  or  inebriated. 

810.  You  spoke  of  high  class  citizens  seeing  you.  in  the  vicinity  of  hotels  and  by 
some  means  sending  word  to  the  hotelkeepers  warning  them  of  your  presence  ? — I  do 
not  mean  that  is  so  in  every  case. 

811.  There  are  some  such  cases? — Yes. 

812.  Do  they  go  down  in  your  esteem  because  they  so  act? — No. 

813.  Do  you  think  this  is  the  duty  of  citizens? — They  are  doing  their  duty  to 
Uieir  friends ;  I  suppose  that  is  their  opinion ;  still  they  may  have  not  done  any  favour, 
for  the  reason  that  there  was  no  violation  of  the  law  and  no  necessity  for  their  action. 
But  probably  they  thought  there  might  be  a  violation,  or  they  knew  there  were 
violations  gofng  on,  and  as  they  saw  the  inspector  approaching  they  would  go  in  and 
say,  "  The  inspector  is  coming  down  this  way." 

814.  They  screen  their  friends  who  are  violators  of  the  law  from  the  penalties  of 
their  violation? — Yes,  and  I  think  some  men  among  them  Ire  men  who  never  drank  a 
glass  of  liquor,  who  are  perfectly  temperate  men,  I  would  not  say  that  they  belonged  to 
a  temperance  organization,  but  they  are  temperate  and  sincere  men. 

815.  I  suppose  you  mention  this  to  show  the  difficulty  there  is  to  enforce  the  law  ? — 
Yes. 

816.  What  penalty  attaches  to  violation,  say  in  the  case  of  an  hotel? — For  selling 
hquor  other  than  the  law  provides,  as  regards  quantity,  $20  for  the  first  offence  and  #50 
for  the  second  offence. 

817.  Have  you  had  any  such  cases  ? — Yes. 

818.  Have  these  penalties  been  imposed? — Yes. 

819.  Have  these  fiiies  been  paid  ? — Yes. 

820.  What  are  the  penalties  attached  to  violation  regarding  shop  licenses  ? — For 
selling  l%ss  than  one  pint,  not  less  than  $20.  For  selling  after  hours,  $20  for  the  first 
offence  and  $40  for  the  second.  We  are  particular  about  selling  after  hours,  and  the 
law  says  that  liquor  shall  not  be  sold  during  certain  hours,  from  nine  at  night  until 
seven  in  the  morning.  But  there  is  nothing  in  the  Act  to  compel  a  liquor  dealer  to 
close  his  establishment. 

821.  The  law  simply  prohibits  the  sale  ? — Yes  ;  he  can  keep  open  so  long  as  there 
is  no  sale.  Aay  onje  finding  the  proprietor  in  his  establishment  during  those  hours  I 
have  named,  would  think  there  was  a  prima  facie  case  of  violation ;  but  still,  that  per- 
son might  come  forward  and  say  to  the  court  that  there  was  no  violation. 

822.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  they  are  all  law  breakers  ? — I  believe  we  are  all 
law  breakers. 

823.  You  did  not  say  '*  we,"  but  "  they  ? " — They  are  law  breakers,  but  some  are  so 
to  a  greater  extent  than  others.     It  is  a  pretty  hard  matter. 

824.  What  is  jour  opinion  of  a  trac^,  which  provides  openings  for  violating  the 
law,  and  which  violations  can  only.be  prevented,  as  you  have  said,  by  having  a  watch 
on  every  house  ?  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  character  of  the  men  who  hold  licenses, 
who  persistently,  according  to  your  /statement,  violate  the  law  at  every  opportunity  ? — 
I  think   they   are  a  fairly  respectable  lot  of  men  notwithstanding.     We  are  all  law 
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breakers  ;  we  all  break  the  moral  law,  and  I  think  we  would  feel  offended  if  we  were 
said  to  be  anything  but  respectable. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

825.  I  understood  you  to  intimate  that  the  license  law  is  so  strict  that  a  man  can- 
not turn  around  without  breaking  it  ? — It  is  an  impossibility  to  live  within  the  law. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

826.  I  understood  you  to  testify  that  the  man  who  violates  the  law  is  about  the 
only  man  who  can  get  a  license,  that  his  chances  are  better  in  certain  districts  ? — In  the 
districts  in  the  centre  of  the  city,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  upper  streets,  there  were  quite 
a  number  of  people  who  had  not  first-class  characters,  and  they  signed  petitions  for 
liquor  licenses.  The  merchants  generally  are  not  qualified  to  sign,  because  they  do  not 
reside  in  the  district.  Probably  the  applicant  has  obtained  three  hundred  names  and 
requires  fifty  or  sixty  more  ;  and  to  whom  must  he  go  ? — He  has  to  go  to  the  criminal 
class  in  a  great  part.     If  he  has  offended  them,  that  settles  it. 

827.  Then  he  gets  his  authority  from  the  criminal  class  ?^-That  is  in  a  certain  sec- 
tion ;  I  do  not  say  in  every  section. 

828.  And  he  panders  to  the  criminal  class  to  get  that  authority  ?— I  believe  he 
would  have  to  do  so  to  a  certain  extent. 

829.  Is  that  true  of  the  hotel  men  also  ? — If  the  hotel  was  in  that  particular  dis* 
trict  that  I  refer  to. 

830.  Do  you  think  that  the  hotelkeepers  observe  the  law  more  than  holders  of 
shop  licenses  ? — I  do  not  think  so.  Going  back  to  the  petition  business,  I  think  it  would 
be  better  if  no  names  were  required,  because  they  get  the  names  every  time.  There 
may  be  more  difficulty  in  sbme  districts  more  than  in  others  ;  but  in  every  district  they 
get  the  names,  the  necessarv  three-fifths  of  the  nfctepayers,  the  recommendation  that  the 
party  is  a  fit  and  proper  pereon  to  have  a  license.  People  will  sign  for  people  who  are 
keeping  most  disreputable  places  ;  they  can  get  the  names  as  well  as  the  more  respect- 
able people. 

831.  How  many  polling  districts  have  you  in  the  city  1 — I  am  not  able  to  tell  at 
present,  because  the  city  is  being  changed  in  regard  to  electoral  districts.  I  might  be 
able  to  tell  you  by  going  to  the  office. 

832.  How  many  licenses  are  there  in  the  city  % — Sixty-seven  shop,  thirty  hotel  and 
twelve  wholesale. 

833.  You  have  more  licenses  than  polling  districts  ? — Yes  ;  some  districts,  I  think, 
have  twenty. 

834.  In  a  district  with  half  a  dozen  licensed  houses,  do  the  same  petitioners  answer 
in  regard  to  all  the  petitions  ? — No. 

835.  Can  John  Brown  sign  a  petition  for  "  A  "  and  also  for  '*  B  "  % — Yes  ;  in  the 
same  district.     A  licensed  district  under  the  law  means  the  whole  municipality. 

By  the  Cliairman  : 

836.  Is  there  a  subdivision  1 — Yes  ;  a  polling  district. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

837.  Must  the  petitioners  reside  in  the  polling  district  in  which  the  place  is  located 
which  is  sought  to  be  licensed  ? — Yes. 

838.  But  John  Brown  may  sign  a  petition  for  "  A,"  **  B  "  and  "  C  "  ?— For  all  appli- 
cants in  that  section. 

838a.  So,  if  there  are  three-fifths  of  the  electors  in  the  polling  district  who  want  a 
licensed  liquor  store,  they  may  sign  for  all  people  ? — They  can  sign  for  every  one  making 
an  application,  if  they  please  ;  but  they  cannot  sign  for  any  p)erson  making  an  applica- 
tion from  another  district. 

839.  Is  there  a  sulxlivision,  a  polling  district,  for  licensing  purposes  1 — We  take  the 
electoral  districts  for  members  of  the  Local  House.  The  polling  district  is  the  district 
for  licensing  purposes. 

John  A.  Mackasev. 
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840.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  failure  to  enforce  the  license  law  1 — It  is  enforced 
as  far  as  I  am  able  to  enforce  it. 

841.  What  is  your  salary  as  inspector  ? — $1,000  a  year.  % 

842.  Are  you  expected  to  devote  your  whole  time  to  the  duties  of  the  inspector- 
ship 1 — I  pretty  well  do  so.  I  believe  I  have  been  advised  by  th^  Recorder  that  I  might 
do  other  business,  but  I  do  not  do  very  much  else.  Formerly,  I  was  agent  for  American 
fishermen,  on  commission,  but  the  Washington  Treaty  tended  to  break  that  up. 

'  843.  You  said  something  about  your  observation  of  the  working  of  the  Scott  Act 
in  Truro  :  do  you  l^now  any  of  the  difficulties  met  with  in  enforcing  the  Act  In  that 
county  1 — I  do  not. 

844.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  enforcing  the  Act  there 
grew  out  of  the  judgments  of  the  courts,  and  ihe  difficulties  that  arose  from  appeal 
cases  ? — No.     That  was  about  four  years  ago. 

845.  Was  it  prior  to  the  repeal  of  the  Scott  Act  there  ? — Yes. 

846.  Do  you  know  that  the  repeal  of  the  Scott  Act  was  due  to  the '  action  of  the 
people  who  favoured  prohibition  ? — I  do  not.  I  do  not  know  anything  more  about  it 
than  what  I  have  told  you.  I  was  there  for  a  few  days,  and  I  was  told  about  it  on  the 
cars,  when  we  reached  Ijie  d^pdt. 

847.  You  were  not  aware  of  the  efforts  made  to  enforce  the  Scott  Act  1 — No. 

848.  You  were  not  aware  of  the  difficulties  in  the  courts  which'  made  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  Act  in  that  county  almost  impossible ;  and  you  were  not  aware  of  the  fact 
that  the  people  repealed  the  Act,  supposing  that,  under  the  provisions  of  the  present 
Provincial  license  law,  they  could  enforce  those  provisions? — No.  In  regard  to  the 
License  Act,  I  may  say  that  it  has  been  amended  every  year,  and  it  is  pretty  difficult  to 
uj^derstand  it.  In  1886  and  1887,  some  amendments  were  made  and  some  special 
l^islation  was  passed.  In  1888,  there  were  a  lot  of  amendments  made  and  new  clauses 
add^.  They  would  amend,  and  repeal,  and  add  something  new,  and  they  did  this  in 
1889,  1890,  1891,  1892,  and,  in  fact,  every  year.  ,     •  - 

849.  Speaking  about  licenses  in  licensing  districts  in  the  city  :  in  how  many  polling 
divisions  are  there  licenses  ? — I  think  in  eighteen  or  nineteen  districts. 

850.  In  how  many  polling  districts  are  there  no  licenses  1 — Six  or  seven.  The 
sections,  however,  have  recently  been  altogether  changed.  Some  sections,  which  were 
polling  sections,  are  now  divided  into  two  sections. 

851.  Speaking  now  of  the  time  prior  to  the  change,  how  was  it  ] — There  were  seven 
or  eight  which  had  no  licenses. 

852.  Was  that  because  the  people  could  not  get  the  necessary  three-fifths  to  sign 
the  petition  ? — They  never  tried.  There  is  no  liquor  business  carried  on  in  these  sections, 
and  no  applications  for  licenses  were  ever  made. 

853.  Do  you  suppose  that  if  a  man  desired  to  sell  liquor  in  one  of  those  five  or  six 
districts  in  which  no  licenses  were  granted,  he  could  get  the  necessary  three-fifths  to 
sign  the  petition  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  he  could  obtain  a  majority.  He  would  not  get 
any  encouragement  to  do  so ;  the  people  might  sign  for  some  other  district,  but  not  for  that 
district  in  which  they  resided. 

854.  You  spoke  about  the  canteen :  Is  it  supposed  to  sell  liquor  to  citizens  ? — No. 

855.  Do  you  suppose  it  does  so  1 — It  is  against  its  regulations  and  orders. 

856.  Do.  you  think  thpse  regulations  are  observed  ? — ^I  do  not  think  they  sell  directly 
to  citizens ;  but  I  think  they  sold  in  this  way  (I  do  not  think  they  do  it  now) :  a  citizen 
might  go  and  get  a  military  man  to  obtain  for  him  a  drink 'of  beer!" 

857.  Do  you  .  think  soldiers  frequent  the  canteen  in  company  of  citizens  ? — Not 
generally,  not  to  any  extent.  , 

858.  Is  thQ  canteen  supposed  to  be  under  city  regulations  as  to  liquor  sales  ? — No. 

859.  Is  it  independent  of  the  city  and  outside  of  its  regulations  ? — They  are  within 
their  own  territory. 

Bi/  the  Chairman  : 

860.  Is  not  the  canteen  under  military  control  ? — Yes.  The  civil  authorities  had 
some  coiTespondence  some  years  ago  with  the  heads  of  the  military  in  regard  to  that 
point,  that  i<»  about  selling  liquor  to  citizens. 
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By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

861.  Was  there  any  decision  in  regard  to  the  matter? — The  authorities  would  not 
allow  it.  The  ^)eople  who  had  charge  of  the  canteen  did  it  on  their  responsibility,  and 
they  were  severely  censured  by  the  military  authorities. 

862.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  honestly  and  earnestly  endeavour  to  carry 
out  the  law  ? — Yes. 

863.  That  is  you  endeavour  to  see  that  the  holders  of  licenses  do  not  violate  the 
provisions  of  the  license  law,  the  prohibitive  prdvisions  ? — I  endeavour  to  do  so  as  far  as 
I  can. 

864.  I  dare  say  that  you,  like  other  people,  are  sometimes  charged  with  unfaith- 
fulness ? — Yes,  and  the  people  who  have  most  to  say  give  me  the  least  assistance. 

865.  Was  there  ever  any  formal  charge  made  against  you  ? — Yes,  three  or  four 
times. 

866.  Was  any  one  charge  investigated  ? — Yes. 

86 T  What  was  the  result  ? — They  did  not  get  the  charges  proved. 

868.  What  report  did  the  committee  make  ? — I  do  not  remember  'exactly  now 
what  the  report  was. 

869.  Did  the  report  state  that  the  charges  had  been  sustained? — No. 

By  the  Cfiaimuin : 

870.  Were  you  continued  in  office  ? — Yes. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod  : 

871.  Did  the  committee  report  that  the  charges  had  been  sustained? — If  so,  I 
would  have  been  dismissed. 

872.  But  sometimes  your  recommendation  against  issuing  a  license,  is  overruled  by 
the  Council,  and  a  license  is  ordered  to  be  issued  ?-«-About  the  applications  for  licenses, 
I  pretty  well  recommend -them  all,  because  the  papers  that  come  to  me  are  such  that  I 
should  recommend  them. 

873.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  in  many  cases  when  you  had  reported  against 
the  issuing  of  licenses,  the  Council  had  over-ridden  your  recommendation,  even  wheil  it 
was  backed  by  the  Recorder's  report  ? — Yes. 

874.  And  it  is  possible  that  a  committee  might  report  that  the  charges  against  you 
had  been  sustained,  and  the  Council  yet  override  that  report  ? — That  might  be. 

By  Mr.  Clarke: 

875.  How  long  have  you  held  office  :  I  understand  you  are  appointed  from  year  to 
year  ? — Yes. 

876.  If  there  was  great  dissatisfaction  felt  with  your  administration  of  the  affaii^ 
of  your  office,  would  not  that  be  reflected  in  the  Council,  at  the  election  of  niembers  of 
the  Council  ?— Yes.  / 

877.  What  period  has  elapsed  since  these  charges  were  made  against  you  ? — I  tliink 
I  had  been  about  one  year  in  office  when  quioe  a  number  of  chaises  were  brought 
against  me. 

878.  Then  five  years  ago  those  charges  were  nliade  ? — Yes. 

879.  Have  any  charges  been  made  against  you  since  ? — ^Yes. 

880.  When  ? — I  think  during  the  last  two  or  three  years. 

881.  When  was' the  date  of  your  last  appointment  ? — Last  February. 

882.  Was  any  effi>rt  then  made  to  <lepose  you  ? — There  was  some  opposition  ;  other 
candidates  made  application  for  the  position. 

883.  But  you  were  again  successful  ? — Yes. 

By  Mr.  Gigault : 

884.  Can  you  state  to  the  Commission  the  general  features  of  the  license  law  pre- 
vious to  the  present  law  1 — The  licensees  were  allowed  to  sell  by  the  glass*  and  were . 
allowed  to  keep  open  until  about  eleven  o'clock.     I  think  ten  o'clock  was  the  time,  but 
they  generally  kept  open  until  eleven  o'clock. 
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By  Mr,  Clarke : 

885.  They  had  one  hour's  grace  ? — No  ;  but  they  took  it. 
j5y  Mr,  Gigatdt : 

886.  Were  there  more  licenses  issued  1 — Yes  ;  I  think  about  180  licenses. , 
Bi/  tJie  Chairman  : 

887.  And  how  many  are  there  now  ? — Now,  there  are  97  shop  and  hotel  licenses, 
and  there  were  about  180  under  the  old  law  when  I  took  office.  There  were  also  17  or 
18  at  that  time  selling  publicly  without  license. 

888.  They  would  bring  the  number  up  to  200 1 — About  that  number. 

£t/  Mr.  Gigault : 

889.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  drunkenness  had  neither  increased  nor  decreased 
under  the  provisions  of  the  present  license  law  ? — I  think  so  ;  I  cannot  well  say  with 
respect  to  the  time  previous  to  my  appointment.  I  did  not  take  as  much  notice  then  as 
now  ;  but  I  am  of  the  opinion,  from  conversations  I  have  had  with  very  many  people  whose 
experience  goes  back  to  those  times,  that  drunkenness  has  not  increased,  that  is  open 
drunkenness.  Still,  possibly  there  is  as  much  liquor  used  as  formerly,  but  they  drink  it 
in  a  different  way. 

890.  Is  there  any  smuggling  of  liquor  into  Halifax  ] — Not  much. 

891.  Is  there  any  illicit  distillation  of  liquors? — That  is  very  scarce.  There  are 
some  people  around  who  are  very  anxious  to  find  this  out,  but  they  do  not  find  any  very 
often.  We  have  had  one  or  two  cases  within  the  last  four  or  five  years,  but  it  is  to  a 
very  small  extent. 

By  the  Chairman : 

892.  Can  you  tell  the  Commission  whether  drunkenness  has  increased  or  decreased 
since  the  date  of  your  appointment  ? — I  tliink  it  has  decreased.  Quite  a  number  of 
people  kept  disreputable  houses  ;  they  do  not  exist  now,  and  the  people  have  left.  That 
has  tended  in  a  great  measure  to  create  more  respectstbility  among  the  trade ;  those 
people  sold  on  Sunday. 

893.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  law  restricting  shops  from  selling  less  than  one 
pint  leads  to  increased  drunkenness^  or  otherwise  ? — It  is  said  to  enable  a  certain  class 
to  procure  liquor  at  a  cheaper  rate. 

894.  What  is  the  effect  ? — They  buy  it  by  the  bottle  and  bring  it  home,  and  set  an 
example  to  their  families  which  is  not  very  beneficial. 

895.  It  is  sonietimes  said  that  a  man  buys  a  bottle  when  otherwise  he  would  buy 
a  glass  :  if  that  is  the  result  to  any  considerable  extent,  most  it  not  create  an  increased 
consumption  ?     Does  it  do  so  ? — -No. 

896.  What,  then,  is  the  effect  of  that  law  ? — The  effect  is  to  make  certain  people 
drink  more  ;  those  people  who  have  a  bottle  in  their  pockets. 

897.  You  say  that  class  would  drink  more  ? — Yes. 

898.  What  effect  would  it  have  on  other  classes,  who  would  otherwise  go  and  get  a 
glass  at  a  bar  1 — As  to  the  man  with  the  pint  bottle  in  his  pocket,  I  do  not  think  he 
would  drink  more. 

899.  I  thought  you  said  he  would  ? — I  said  he  would  get  it  more  readily  and  at  a 
cheaper  rate.  What  I  meant  t^o  say  was  this  :  If  he  went  into  a  liquor  store  and  got  a 
glass,  he  would  find  he  was  able  to  buy  a  pint  at  a  cheaper  rate.  If  he  went  back  to 
the  place  he  would — ^that  class  would — purchase  by  the  pint,  because  he  could  get  it 
much  cheaper,  and  he  would  bring  it  into  his  family. 

900.  But  I  understood  you  to  say,  you  thought  that  selling  by  the  pint  would  lead 
to  larger  consumption  ? — I  do  not  know  about  that.  It  would  show  a  bad  example, 
becadse  there  would  be  drinking  of  liquor  out  of  a  bottle  on  the  street. 

901.  Looking  at  the  matter  from  the  stand- point  of  temperance,  what  is  your 
opinion  as  to  the  effect  of  restricting  the  sale  to  a  pint  1 — If  the  law  could  be  enforced, 
I  think  it  would  have  some  effect. 
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902.  From  the  stand-point  of  temperance,  what  is  the  effect  of  restricting  the  sale 
in  shops  to  a  pint :  does  it  promote  temperance,  or  has  it  the  reverse  effect  1 — I  do  not 
think  it  is  promotive  of  temperance. 

903.  Are  you  a  total  abstainer  ? — I  never  drank  a  glass  of  liquor  in  my  life. 

904.  Are  you  a  member  of  any  organization  ? — I  am  a  member  of  two  organiza- 
tions, Sons  of  Temperance  and  St.  Mary^s  Young  Men^s  Temperance  and  Benevolent 
Society. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

905.  You  have  stAted  that  there  are  districts  in  Halifax  where,  owing  to  the  law- 
requiring  three-fifths  of  the  residents  to  sign  the  petition  for  a  liceAse,  and  where,  owing 
to  a  large  number  of  the  ratepayers  of  that  ward  being  non-residents  in  the  ward,  the 
completion  of  the  list  of  names  to  the  petition  is  practically  left  in  the  hands  of  a  par: 
ticular  class,  in  the  hands  of  the  criminal  class  ? — Yes. 

906.  Is  the  class  of  hotel  asked  for  by  those  people  what  you  would  call  a  respect- 
able house  ? — Yes. 

907.  Have  you,  on  any  occasion,  had  to  report  against  a  license  being  issued  upon 
the  recommendation  of  those  people  1 — No  ;  I  have  not  had  to  report  against  any 
application  recommended  by  those  particular  people,  because  the  houses  signed  iot 
were  all  right. 

908.  Owing  to  the  operations  of  the  law,  do  I  understand  that  the  persons  applying 
for  licenses  cannot  help  themselves,  but  must  apply  to  those  particular  people  ? — If  he 
lacks  their  names,  he  would  not  have  a  sufficient  numbec, 

909.  And  to  do  so  would  mean  that  he  would  have  no  licei^se  ? — The  Council  would 
not  have  power  to  grant  a  license  unless  sufficient  names  were  appended  to  the  petition. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

910.  You  mean  he  cduld  not  get  enough  respectable  people  to  make  up  the  three- 
fifths  ? — Yes.     I  do  not  mean  in  every  section. 

By  Jkdge  McDonald : 

911.  Is  it  the  intention  of  the  law,  which  excludes  from  the  petition  the  names  of 
non-residents,  that  residents  should  have  the  power  to  say  whether  they  wjsh  to  have  an 
hotel  near  them,  which  mi&:ht  interfere  with  their  convenience  and  comfort  ? — I  suppose 
that  is  it. 

912.  That  is  the  reason  why  the  signers  to  the  petition  are  limited  to  residents  in 
the  district  1 — I  suppose  so. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod  : 

913.  Does  the  law  so  state  ? — I  suppose  that  it  is  thought  the  residents  would  feel 
a  greater  interest  in  having,  or  not  having,  a  licensed  house  in  their  own  district  A 
person  might  be  willing  to  sign  a  petition  for  a  house  in  another  section,  because  it 
would  not  affect  him,  as  he  did  not  reside  there.  But  merchants,  doing  business  in  a 
particular  section,  unless  they  resided  there,  had  no  right  to  sign  the  petition. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

914.  So  a  man  might  sign  a  petition  for  a  dozen  hotels,  the  protection  being  thrown 
around  him  of  not  having  an  hotel  unless  he  asks  for  it  ?  — The  same  class  that  signs  one 
petition  signs  all. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

915.  Has  he  to  be  an  actual  resident  of  the  district] — Yes. 

916.  He  cannot  sign  on  the  ownership  of  property  in  a  district? — No ;  he  could  at 
one  time,  but  the  law  was  altered. 

917.  The  sergeants  of  police  are  your  deputy  inspectors  ? — Now  they  are. 

918.  I  think  the  relationship  between  yourself  and  the  deputy  inspectors  is  not 
very  clearly  understood.     If  you  had  reason  to  suppose  that  something  improper  was 

John  A.  Mackaset. 
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going  on  in  any  district  of  the  city,  would  you  send  one  oi  those  inspectors,  or  would  it 
be  necessary  for  you  to  go  to  the  chief  of  police  or  city  marshal  ? — I  suppose  it  would 
be  the  proper  thing  for  me  to  go  to  the  chief  of  police,  but  I  would  speak  to  the 
sergeants  directly. 

919.  Would  you  send  a  sergeant? — Yes. 

920.  "Would  it  be  his  duty  to  go  on  your  instructions  ] — Yes,  if  it  did  not  interfere 
with  his  other  instructions. 

921.  Would  he  act  on  your  instructions? — They  have  at  all  times. 

922.  If  you  had  reason  to  suppose  there  was  any  improper  selling  going  on,  would 
you  instruct  one  of  the  sergeants  to  go  and  make  an  examination  and  report? — Yes. 

923.  Would  he  report  to  you  or  to  the  city  marshal  ? — He  would  report  to  me,  or 
he  might  report  to  the  city  marshal. 

924.  Would  he  report  in  writing? — Yes ;  I  have  a  book  for  that  purpose. 

925.  So  to  that  extent  you  have  control  over  the  sergeants  of  the  police  force  ? — 
Second  to  the  city  marshal,     I  would  n6t  take  a  man  off  his  beat. 

926.  I  am  speaking  of  the  sergeants  who  are  your  deputy  inspectors.  You  say 
you  would  send  a  sergeant  to  make  inquiry  and  he  would  report  to  you  ? — Yes.  \ 

927.  To  that  extent  the  sergeants  are  under  your  control  ? — Yes. 

By  Rev,  Br,  McLeod : 

928.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  certain  citizens  who  would  not  sign  a  peti- 
tion for  a  license  in  the  district  in  which  they  reside,  would  sign  a  petition  for  a  license 
in  another  district  where  they  do  business  or  the  like  ? — That  is  my  opinion. 

By  Judge  McDonald :  * 

929.  They  are  not  allowed  to  sign  for  their  place  of  business  ? — No,  but  they  were 
at  one  time. 

By  (Jie.  Chairman : 

930.  You  gave  it  in  evidence  that  they  must  be  residents  in  the  district  for  which 
the  license  is  sought  ? — Yes.  * 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

931.  Have  you  had  occasion  to  complain  to  the  city  marshal  that  the  instructions 
or  orders  given  by  you  to  your  deputies  were  never  carried  out  ? — No ;  the  police  have 
always  fairly  done  their  duty.  ^ 

932.  They  co-operate  with  you  in  enforcing  the  law  ? — Yes,  and  they  never  refused 
to  go  to  any  place  to  which  I  wanted  tl^m  \o  go. 


MICHAEL  E.  KEEFE,  of  Halifax,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : — 
By  the  Chairman  .'■ 

933.  You  are  Mayor  of  the  city,  I  believe  ? — Yes. 

934.  How  long  have  you  been  in  office  ? — I  was  elected  last  May. 

935.  What  is  your  profession  or  occupation  ? — Contractor  and  builder. 

936.  How  long  have  you  been  a  resident  in  the  city  ? — I  was  bom  here. 

937.  Have  you  been  actively  engaged  at  any  time  in  temperance  work  in  this  pro- 
vince or  elsewhere  ? — No. 

938.  We  have  had  explained  to  us,  and  we  need  not  go  over  the  ground  again,  the 
system  on  which  licenses  to  sell  liquor  are  granted  in  the  city ;  but  I  desire  to  ask  your 
opinion  as  to  whether  or  not  you  consider  the  system  satisfactory  ? — I  consider  the 
system  is  feirly  good,  and  with  close  attention,  I  think  it  would  work  out  in  the  manner 
the  parties  who  framed  it  intended  it  should. 

939.  Do  you  think  the  law  and  the  city  regulations  are  efficiently  canied  out  at 
the  present  moment  ? — To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  they  are. 
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940  Can  you  tell  the  Commission  if  drunkenness  has  incr<*ased  or  dimini  hed  in  the 
city,  within  your  recollection? — Within  my  recollection,  I  think  drunkenness  has 
decreased. 

941.  Within  five  or  six  years? — I  do  not  think  there  is  any  marked  difference 
during  the  last  five  or  six  years,  but  comparing  my  boyhood  with  the  present  time,  it  has 
decreased  considerably. 

942.  The  Commission  has  been  told  that  there  are  fewer  places  licensed  for  the  sale 
of  liquor  now  than  formerly  :  is  that  your  opinion  ? — I  think  that  is  correct. 

943.  It  is  also  stated  that  there  are  places  in  the  city  licensed  to  sell  liquor  only, 
where  there  is  no  sleeping  accommodation  provided,  and  no  meals  supplied  ? — That  is 
correct. 

944.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  necessity  for  such  places  for  selling  liquor  without 
having  accommodation  for  travellers? — As  regards  my  individual  sentiment,  I  consider 
there  is  no  necessity  for  them.  I  have  never  taken  any  liquor  in  my  life  time,  and  con- 
sequently I  can  speak  in  this  way.  ^ 

945.  WTiat  amount  of  revenue  does  the  city  derive  from  liquor  licenses  ? — I  should 
think,  sp:  aking  from  memory,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  $10,000. 

946.  Is  it  a  considerable  percentage  of  the  city  revenue? — It  is  a  fair  percentage  of 
the  city  revenue  ;  I  hurdly  know  what  proportion  it  is  now. 

947.  Is'  it  ten,  fifteen  or  twenty  per  cent  ? — No.  The  revenue  of  the  city  is 
8200,000  I  think. 

948.  Then  if  the  receipts  from  licenses  amounted  to  $10,000,  they  would  be  equal 
to  five  per  cent? — I  cannot  give  the  figures,  because  I  never  looked  to  see  what  propor- 

.  tion  the  receipt*:  from  licenses  bear  to  the  city  revenue. 

949.  Have  you  had  any  experience  at  any  time  of  the  working  of  the  Canada 
Temperance  Act,  commonly  called  the  Scott  Act? — No. 

950.  Have  you  lived  in  any  district  where  the  Act  was  in  force  ? — No,  not  to  my 
knowledge. 

95 1 .  Can  you  say  from  opinions  expressed  here  whether  the  liquors  sold  in  the  city 
are  adulterated  ? — I  do  not  think'  I  have  noticed  any  expressions  of  opinion  on  that 
subject. 

1»52.  You  cannot,  of  course,  speak  from  your  p3rsonal  experience  ? — No. 

953.  What  is  the  prevailing  opinion  on  the  subject  ? — 1  could  not  give  you  an 
opinion  upon  it,  I  do  not  know  what  it  is. 

'  954.  In  your  opinion,  would  a  Dominion  law  prohibiting  the  manufacture,  importa- 
tion and  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,  except  such  as  may  be  required  for  mechanical  and 
medicinal  purposes,  be  desirable  ? — I  neve:*  gave  much  consideration  to  the  subject. 

955.  Pnjbably  you  have  some  opinion  upon  the  subject  ? — To  my  mind  the  human 
race  would  be  better  without  it  altogether. 

956.  But  the  means  of  reaching  that  end  is  what  we  are  inquiring  into  ? — I  sup- 
pose proliibition  would  be  the  nearest  way  to  get  at  that. 

957.  Then  you  answer  that  you  think  a  prohibitory  law  is  desirable? — I  would  not 
go  so  fclr  as  that ;  I  think  the  human  race  would  be  better  without  liquor  altogether, 
but  whether  a  prohibitory  law  is  desirable  under  existing  circumstances  or  not,  I  am 
not  prepared  to  say.  ' 

958.  In  the  present  state  of  public  opinion,  do  you  think  a  prohibitory  law  could 
be  efficiently  carried  out.  — I  am  not  in  a  position  to  judge  as  to  the  minds  of  the  people 
in  that  matter. 

959.  W^ith  your  knowledge  of  the  public  sentiment  and  the  public  feeling  on  this 
subject,  are  you  of  opinion  that  a  prohibitory  law,  if  enacted,  could  be  efficiently 
enforced  ? — From  expressions  I  have  heard  round  about,  I  do  not  think  it  could  be 
efficiently  enforced ;  there  appears  to  be  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  human  race  to  get 
liquor  somehow. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod : 

960.  Do  you  think  that  a  prohibitory  law,  well  enforced,  would  do  any  good  ? — 
There  is  no  doubt  that  it  would  do  some  good. 

Michael  E.  Keefe. 
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961.  When  you  speak  of  your  knowledge  of  public  feeling,  do  you  speak  particu- 
larly of  public  feeling  in  Halifax  ? — Well,  from  the  expression  of  opinion  which  I  see  in^ 
the  papers  through  the  different  parts  of  the  Dominion,  I  do  not  think  the  feelings  and 
sentiments  of  the  people  altogether  are  ready  to  accept  a  prohibitory  law. 

962.  You  said  the  receipts  from  fees  in  regard  to  licenses  here  amounted  to 
$10,000?— Yes. 

963.  Could  you  state  the  average  receipts  of  a  drink  shop  ? — I  could  not ;  I  suppose 
they  would  vary  very  considerably. 

964.  Have  you  any  particular  knowledge  <rf  the  expenses  that  are  charged  to  the 
city  tn  conscK^uence  of  the  criminal  classes  in  Halifax  ? — No ;  I  am  not  in  a  position  to 
give  you  a  statement  off-hand  on  that  subject. 

965.  Some  other  official  would  be  able  to  do  that  1 — ^Yes  ;  the  city  auditor  might 
do  that. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

966.  You  know  the  City  Marshal  ?— Yes. 

967.  He  has  been  in  office  for  many  years] — Yes.  ^ 

968.  Is  he  looked  upon  as  a  competent  and  trustworthy  official  generally  ? — Yes. 

969.  And  what  character  does  the  License  Inspector  bear  ? — Many  people  tfiink  he 
does  very  well,  and  others  think  he  could  do  differently. 

970.  What  is  your  own, opinion  ? — I  think  he  is  doing  fairly  well  all  round. 

971.  Is  he  appointed  by  the  City  Council? — This  year  I  think  he  is,  and  he  is 
appointed  yearly ;  but  before  the  new  law  came  into  operation,  he  was  practically 
appointed  during  good  behaviour. 

972.  His  salary  is  paid  by  the  city? — Yes. 

973.  If  there  was  any  general  opinion  that  he  was  not  discharging  his  duty  to  the 
best  of  his  ability,  I  presume  that  feeling  would  find  its  way  into  the  council  chamber 
and  wbuld  have  some  effect  in  regard  to  his  appointment  ? — There  is  no  doubt  of  it. 

974.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  complaints  officially  from  any  section  of  the  com- 
munity that  the  police  force,  the  six  sergeants  who  aid  the  inspector  in  enforcing  the 
law,  are  derelict  in  their  duty,  or  do  not  discharge  their  duty  when  they  are  called 
upon  ? — No. 

975.  Do  you  believe  the  police  force  co-operates  with  the  inspector  in  etiforcing  the 
law  ? — There  may  be  some  indifference  amongst  them,  and  they  may  not  be  quite  so 
scrupulous  in  looking  after  things  as  they  might  be. 

976.  When  complaints  are  mpde  of  laxity  in  enforcing  the  law,  from  what  section 
of  the  community  do  they  come  ? — From  the  temperance  organization^ ;  in  the  past  that 
is  the  only  source  from  which  they  came. 

977.  The  law  says  that  the  man  who  fe  to  enforce  that  law  must  be  a  temperance 
man  ? — Yes ;  he  must  be  a  member  of  a  temperance  organization. 

978.  Id  the  present  license  inspector  a  temperance  man  ? — Yes  ;  he  has  been  so  for 
two  or  three  years. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

979.  Must  he  be  a  member  of  a  temperance  society  before  he  is  appointed  or  after 
he  gets  the  appointment  ? — Before  ;  and  he  must  have  his  certificate  and  his  qualifica- 
tion. * 

980.  He  is  allowed  to  select  his  own  temperance  society  ? — Yes. 


ROBERT  MOTTON,  of  Halifax,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  :— 

By  tJie  Cltairman  : 

981.  What  is  your  office  I — lam  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  and   I  preside  over  the 
civil  and  criminal  courts  in  the  province. 

982.  How  long  have  you  held  that  position  ? — Seven  years  next  May. 

983.  How  long  have  you  been  a  resident  in  Halifax  1 — All  of  my  lifetime. 
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984.  Did  you  receive  a  circular  from  the  Commission  1 — Yes. 

985.  Did  you  -answer  it  ? — No  ;  I  have  been  so  busily  engaged  that  I  had  not  time 
to  get  at  the  statistics  that  I  thought  necessary  in  answering  the  questions,  but  I  shall 
answer  them. 

986.  Have  you  been  actively  engaged  in  temperance  work  in  the  province,  or  have 
you  been  a  member  of  any  temperance  organizations  ? — Yes  ;  T  have  been  a  member  of 
temperance  organizations.  I  was  a  member  of  a  division  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance 
for  some  years,  but  I  do  not  mix  with  them  now,  occupying  the  position  which  I  do. 

987.  Do  you  consider  that  the  present  system  of  granting  licenses  in  the  city  of 
Halifax  works  in  a  fairly  satisfactory  manner  ? — That  question  is  more  easily  asked^thaa 
answered.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  in  working  the  Act  as  at  present  consti- 
tuted, with  th'i  large  number  of  amendments  which  have  been  made  from  time  to  time.  I 
think  the  Act  needs  to  b;B  simplified. 

988.  You  think  it  a  complicated  piece  of  legislation  at  present,  and  difficult  to  ex- 
ecute 1 — Yes  ;  it  is  very  often  difficult  to  come  to  a  satisfactory  conclusion  on  some  of 
the  clauses  of  the  Act.  Many  of  them  are  at  variance  with  others.  The  Act,  as  it 
^tood  originally,  I  think,  might  have  l)een  carried  out  very  successfully,  but  the  amend- 
ments that  have  crept  in  seem  to  be  leather  perplexing,  and  some  of  them,  I  think,  are 
calculated  to  induce  litigation* 

989.  Were  these  amendments  framed  with  k  view  to  secure  stricter  observance  of 
the  Act?— Yfs. 

990.  And  with  a  view  of  decreasing  intemperance  ?— Yes,  certainly  ;  and  they  hav  e 
had  that  effect  in  a  large  number  of  cases. 

991.  But  they  have  rendered  the  Act  difficult  in  regard  to  the  interpretation? — 
Yes  ;  after  the  Act  went  to  the  Legislat  .re  it  was  interpolated  with  a  number  of  clauses 
that  interfered  with  its  working,  and  that  was  not  done  at  theT  demand  of  the  people. 

992.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  law  as  it  stands  is  efficiently  enfor^  ed  in  the  city 
of  Halifax  ? — That  is  a  very  difficult  question  for  me  to  give  an  opinion  upon,  because 
the  persons  who  are  charged  with  the  enforcement  of  the  law,  the  Inj»pector  and  his 
assistants  in  the  matter,  give  testimony  before  me  as  to  the  violation  of  the  law,  and  I 
do  not  desire  lo  say  anything  in  reference  to  it  one  way  or  the  other.  In  the  cases 
brought  before  me,  where  I  convict,  the  officers,  as  far  as  I  know,  have  acted  properly 
and  strictly  within  the  lines  of  their  duty. 

993.  I  put  the  question  to  you  as  a  citizen,  and  I  wanted  to  find  out  whether  you 
thou  ht  there  was  any  laxity  in  the  enforcement  of  the  law  ? — There  is,  of  course,  a 
diversity  of  opinion  as  to  the  enforcement  of  the  Abt  outside  of  Halifax.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  say  anything  further,  having  taken  a  very  solemn  obligation  here,  and  not 
being  prepared  to  testify  further  on  oith.     4 

994.  A  statement  has  been  made  by  one  or  two  witnesses  that  there  is  less  dinanken- 
ness  now  in  this  city  than  there  was  hitherto  ? — That  is  not  my  impression.  My  im- 
pression is  that  drunkenness  is  increas'ng,  and  I  can  procure  you  statistics  on  that 
subje  t. 

995.  The  Commission  will  be  gla  \  to  have  those  statistics.  Have  you  any  of  them 
with  you  ? — No  ;  but  I  can  state  that  from  1885  to  1890,  and  in  1885,  there  was  a 
marked  reduction  in  the  number  of  drunks.  In  1885  there  were  608  drunks  registered 
in  my  court,  and  in  l^^86,  753.     In  1887,  746 ;  in  1887,  715,  and  in  1890,  9  8. 

996.  Have  you  the  statistics  for  the  year  1891  ? — No  ;  but  I  asked  the  clerk  to 
furnish  me  with  those  statistics. 

997.  I  observe  that  you  lea,ve  out  the  year  1888. — I  will  explain  that.  Our  civic 
year  is  from  the  1st  May  to  the  30th  April. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

998.  Have  you  any  statistics  showing  the  population  of  the  city  during  those  years  1 
— No  ;  I  have  not. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

999.  Have  these  convictions  included  offences  against  the  liquor  laws,  as  well  as 
cases  of  drunkenness  ? — No  ;  I  am  simply  confining  myself  to  convictions  for  drunken- 

ROBERT  MOTTON. 
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ness.  I  directed  the  clerk  this  morning  to  look  over  the  sheets — that  is,  the  official 
sheets  where  the  questions  are  put  under  the  Dominion  Act  as  to  the  habits  of  the 
prisoners,  and  the  clerk  took  the  number  of  drunks  that  were  registered,  and  that  came 
down  to  the  26th  July,  which  would  be  thi-ee  months  from  May.  In  May,  there  were 
66  drunks  ;  in  June,  95  ;  and  from  the  1st  to  the  26th  July,  72  ;  making  in  all,  233, 
during  nearlv  thre«  months. 

1000.  That  is  for  this  year  I^Yes. 

1001.  How  many  of  these  were  sailors  ? — Very  few.  Sometimes  the  sailors  belongr 
ing  tb  the  mercantile  marine  are  brought  before  me  ;  but  there  are  very  few  cases — not 
more  than  two  or  three  a  month.  As  to  the  sailors  of  the  navy,  we  scarcely  have  any 
of  them.  , 

1002.  I  suppose  they  are  dealt  with  on  Her  Majesty's  ships  ? — A  large  majority  are 
total  abstainers. 

1003.  You  have  none  of  the  military  brought  before  you? — Yes  ;  sometimes.  If  I 
feel  that  I  can  deal  with  a  case,  I  do  so,  but  in  other  cases,  I  hand  them  over  to  the 
military  authorities  to  deal  with  them. 

1604.  Would  these  233  cases  to  which  you  refer,  include  all  the  military  cases  1 — 
They  form  a  very  small  percentage.  In  three  months,  perhaps,  there  would  not  be  more 
than  six  or  seven  soldiers  brought  up. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

1005.  And  that  would  apply  to  previous  years  ? — Yes. 

By  iJie  Chairman  : 

1006.  This  would  be  a  fair  average  in  regard  to  previous  years? — Yes;  a  fair 
average.  ^ 

1007.  What  percentage  do  the  cases  of  drinkers  bear  to  the  total  number  01  cases 
which  come  before  you  ? — T  am  not  prepared  to  speak  definitely  from  my  own  mind  ; 
but  I  find,  from  looking  over  the  reports  of  drinkers  who  are  sent  to  our  city  prison,  that 
the  percentage  the  governor  has  estimated  as  being  sent  for  drunkenness,  is  55  per  cent. 

1008.  I  suppose  there  are  a  good  many  people  who  are  simply  fined  ? — Yes. 

1009.  There  are  some  cases  which  are  dismissed  ? — We  discharge  them  on  payment 
of  a  fine. 

1010.  You  have  prisoners  brought  up  who  are  acquitted  ? — Yes. 

1011.  Have  you  had  any  experience  of  the  working  of  the  Canada  Temperance 
Act,  commonly  known  as  the  Scott  Act  ?  —  No ;  I  have  had  no  experience  in  refer- 
ence to  it ;  but  I  have  had  experience  in  reference  to  the  McCarthy  Act  of  1883.  I 
was  solicitor  for  the  Board  of  Commissioners  at  that  time,  in  attending  to  the  prosecu- 
tions, until  the  Act  was  pronounced  idtra  vires. 

1012.  Can  you  give  us  any  information  as  to  the  working  of  the  Scott  Act? — I 
found  that  the  machinery  of  the  McCarthy  Act  was  better  adapted  to  the  enforcement 
of  the  Act  than  any  we  have  had  since.  I  have  no  experience  whatever  in  regard  to 
the  Scott  Act,  excepting  when  I  was  practicing  at  the  bar,  and  had  sometimes  to  prose- 
cute or  defend  certain  cases.     I  am  no  authority  on  the  Scott  Act. 

1013.  We  shall  be  glad  to  have  any  information  you  can  give  in  regard  to  the 
working  of  the  McCarthy  Act? — The  machinery  of  that  Act  was  more  easily  enforced 
than  the  other  laws,  and  those  who  were  fined  seemed  to  fall  into  line.  There  were 
scarcely  any  appeals,  and  none  of  the  cases  deter Uiined  were  set  aside,  as  far  as  I  am 
aware,  until  the  Act  was  pronounced  ultra  vires,  when,  of  course,  it  was  abandoned. 

1014.  Is  it  your  opinion  that,  if  that  Act  had  been  declared  constitutional,  and 
had  been  enforced,  it  would  have  had  a  beneficial  effect  upon  the  habits  of  the  people 
and  in  the  interests  of  temperance  ? — I  am  not  prepared  to  go  that  far,  but  it  Wiis  an 
Act  much  more  easily  workable  than  this  one. 

By  Jvdge  McDonald : 

1015.  And  to  that  extent  it  was  better  adapted  to  prevent  breaches  of  the  law 
than  the  present  license  law  % — Yes. 
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By  the  Chairman : 

1016.  Have  youy  given  any  consideration  to  the  question  of  a  general  prohibitory 
law  1 — I  have. 

1017.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  a  law  prohibiting  the  importation,  manufacture  and 
sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  Canada,  except  when  they  are  required  for  mechanical  or 
medicinal  purposes,  is  desirable  ? — That  is  my  opinion. 

1018.  With  your  experience  and  kno,wledge  of  public  sentiment,  do  you  think  that 
such  a  law,  if  enacted,  could  be  efficiently  enforced  ? — I  think  a  prohibitory  law  enacted 
by  the  Parliament jof  Canada,  with  all  the  machinery  necessary  to  carry  it  out  effectively, 
could  be  carried  out  effectively,  in  the  city  and  in  this  prov^ce ;  that  is,  speaking  with 
my  knowledge  of  the  city  and  the  province  generally. 

1019.  Could  it  be  carried  out  in  districts  where  there  was  a  strong  public  sentiment 
against  it  1 — I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that.  I  am  satisfied  that  a  law  that  would  be 
i/tUra  vires  of  the  Parliament  x)f  Canada,  with  the  necessary  machinery  attached  to  it  for 
carrying  it  out  effectively,  would  be,  perhaps,  more  effectually  carried  out  in  this  city 
and  pr6viuce  thanWiy  other  province  of  Canada.     We  are  a  law-abiding  people  here. 

1020.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  a  law  of  that  kind  could  be  efficiently  enforced 
throughout  the  Dominion  ? — 1  am  not  prepared  to  go  that  far. 

1021.  Have  you  considered  at  all  what  the  effect  of  a  prohibitory  law  would  be  ou 
the  business  interests  of  the  city,  or  is  that  not  within  the  sphere  of  your  observation  ? 
— The  observation  I  am  going,  to  make  is  largely  influenced  by  the  fact  that  for  years  I 
have  been  in  favour  of  a  prohibitory  enactment.  ^  As  to  the  effect  upon  the  business 
interests,  I  am  not  competent  to  speak.  My  opinion  is  that  a  prohibitory  law,  efficiently 
c  irried  out,  would  produce  a  very  healthy  effect  upon  the  community,  and  would  help 
the  business  interests  as  well  as  the  interests  of  all  other  classes. 

1022.  There  are  certain  business  interests  which  would  be  annihilated  entirely,  I 
suppose? — Yes,  I  suppose  so.     The  financial  difficulty  is  always  the  obstacle  in  the  way. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

1023.  Your  appointment  is  made  in  what  way  ? — I  am  appointed  by  the  Grovemor 
in  Council  for  life. 

1024.  That  is,  during  good  behaviour  1 — Yes. 

1025.  So  that  you  are  able  to  express  an  independent  opinion  ?— Yes.  I  am  not 
really  an  official  of  the  city  council,  though  I  am  paid  (»ut  of  the  city  r  venue. 

1026.  You  are  independent,  and  the  provisions  of  the  law  properly  give  you  the 
fullest  freedom  and  insure  your  not  being  meddled  with  ? — Yes,  and  that  works  exceed- 
ingly well,  because  a  large  number  of  cases  brought  before  me  are  cases  in  which  the 
city  is  interested.     I  am  thorougnly  independent. 

1027.  In  this  province  the  salary  is  paid  by  the  city,  but  is  fixed  by  the  Legis- 
lature ?-— Yes. 

1028.  I  suppose  that,  holding  the  position  you  do,  you  are  brought  more  into  c  n- 
tact  with  the  administra*  ion  of  what  may  be  called  criminal  law  than  any  judge  in  the 
province  ? — Yes. 

1029.  Is  it  your  duty  to  investigate  cases  that  are  sent  to  the  Supreme  Court,  such 
as  murder  an  I  larceny  and  so  on  ? — Yes  ;  I  take  the  preliminary  examination. 

1030.  And  sometimes,  at  the  instance  of  the  criminal,  you  have  jurisdiction  to  try 
cases  ? — Yes. 

1031.  Just  the  same  as  the  County  Cjurt  judge  ? — Not  to  the  same  extent. 

1032.  So  your  criminal  experience  is  large  and  varied  ? — Yes,  and  I  h  id  a  large 
crimin?il  exp  ri  nee  in  my  practice  at  the  bar. 

1033.  As  Crown  prosecutor  or  in  de.ence? — Sometimes  I  was  prosecuting,  but  more 
frequently  I  was  defending. 

1034.  From  your  knowledge  and  exparience,  could  you  state  approximately 
what  percentage  of  the  crime  that  comes  before  you  may  be  attributed  to  drink  ? — I  do 
not  know  that  I  could  on  the  instant. 

Robert  Motton. 
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1035.  You  have  stated,  I  think,  that  the  returns  of  the  city  prison  show  that  55 
per  cent  of  those  committed  are  convictions  for  drunkenness  ? — Yes,  and  of  persons  of 
drunken  habits. 

1036.  I  thought  they  were  all  convictions  for  drunkenness  1 — No. 

1037.  Is  a  very  large  percentage  of  the  classes  of  cases  that  come  before  you  to  be 
attributed  to  drink  1 — Yes  ;  cases  of  wife-beating  ;  cases  of  neglecting  wife  and  family ; 
cases  of  persons  who  injuaously  misspend  their  time  by  spending  their  money  and  time 
in  liquor  which  ought  to  go  to  their  families. 

1038..  And  are  you  also,  in  dealing  with  criminals,  often  in  this  way  brought  into 
contact  witli  those  who  are  dependent  upon  them  and  members  of  their  families  who 
will  si)eak  on  l><^half  of  them  ? — Unfortunately,  I  am  inundated  with  that  class  of 
pris  ners.     It  is  the  innocent  who  seem  to  suffer. 

1 039.  Is  there  a  large  class  of  persons  of  that  kind  who  sufifer  from  crime  which 
has  been,  directly  or  indirectly,  induced  by  intoxicating  liquors  1 — Quite  a  large  number 
in  this  community. 

1040.  So  that,  directly  or  indirectly,  you  find  that  the  results  of  drink  have  been 
to  create  a  great  deal  of  crime  and  misery  ? — Yes. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod : 

1041.  Will  you  say  how  long  the  McCarthy  Act  was  in  force  here? — I  think  about 
three  years. 

1042.  So  long  as  that  ? — Perhaps  not  quite  so  long. 

1043.  What  proportion  of  the  offen  ters  who  come  before  you  are  sixteen  years  of 
age  or  under  ? — There  are  quite  a  large  number.  We  have  two  Reformatory  Institu- 
tions in  the  city,  the  Protestant  Industrial  School  and  the  St.  Patrick's  Home.  They 
are  the  only  places  to  which  I  can  send  boys.  Now  we  find  boys  are  committing  the 
offe  ;ces  which  were  committed  only  by  grown  up  people  in  former  years. 

10 i4.  Are  those  boys  drinking? — No  ;  that  is,  very  seldom. 

1045.  But  are  they  the  children  of  drinking  people  ?^-Ye9  ;  very  often. 

1046.  Have  you  many  cases  of  violation  of  the  Liquor  Act  ? — No  ;  not  many. 

1047.  And  of  illicit  sale  I— Very  few. 

1048.  And  of  the  holders  of  licenses  who  violate  the  law  ? — Very  few. 

1049.  Then  there  is  not  much  money  collected  in  fines  from  violators  of  the  liquor 
law  in  the  course  of  the  year  ? — I  do  not  know  the  amount  this  year,  though  I  did  in 
pdiSt  years.     The  inspector  would  be  the  only  authority  on  that  point. 

1050.  In  cases  that  come  before  you  of  simple  drunk,  what  is  your  rule,  as  distin- 
guished from  those  who  are  disorderly  or  incapable  ? — In  cases  of  drunk  and  incapable, 
in  nine  out  of  ten  cases  I  send  them  home. 

1051.  You  admonish  them  ? — Yes. 

1052.  Is  there  any  considerable  number  of  total  abstainers  who  appear  before  you 
for  disorderly  conduct  or  petty  crimes  ? — It  is  difficult  to  determine  whether  they  are 
total  abstainers  or  not ;  but  I  know  there  are  many  who  are  total  abstainers  who,  some- 
times, like  other  mortals,  lose  their  tempers. 

1053.  How  is  the  number  related  to  those  who  are  known  to  be  habitual  drinkers? 
— The  percent^ige  is  small. 

1054.  A  considerable  amount  of  money  is  collected  in  fines  in  your  court  in  a  year  ? 
—Yes. 

'1055.  What  proportion  consists  of  tines  for  drunkenness  and  offences  that  grow 
from  drunkenness,  or  are  connected  with  drink,  and  what  proportion  does  it  bear  to  the 
whole  ? — I  cannot  state  that.  The  fines  do  not  come  into  my  hands,  but  into  the  hands 
of  the  clerk. 

1056.  You  impose  the  fines  ? — Yes. 

1057.  Have  you  any  knowledge  uf  the  number  of  cases,  other  than  mere  drunks, 
in  which  the  offences  could  fairly  be  traceable  to  the  drink  habit  and  the  drink  trade  ? 
— Yes  ;  there  are  quite  a  large  number  of  men,  and  not  so  large  a  number  of  w  omen,  who 
are  chronic  drunkards.  You  may  be  sure  they  will  turn  up.  If  they  are  brought  before 
me  one  week,  they  w^ill  turn  up  again  next  week  for  the  same  offence,  after  their  punish- 
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ment  is  concluded.     We  have  reformatories  now  for  women,  and,  in  fact,  there  are  very 
few  women  now  brought  before  me  for  drunkenness. 

1058.  Do  you  think  that  juvenile  crime  is  the  result,  to  any  considerable  extent, 
of  intemperance  1  I  do  not  mean  on  their  own  part,  but  on  that  of  other  people  ? — No ; 
I  think  not.     Juveniles  are  more  disposed  to  pilfer  than  adults. 

1059.  That  is,  juveniles  who  are  disposed  to  pilfer.  In  regard  to  them,  is  that  dis- 
position or  habit  in  them  attributable,  in  any  degree,  to  intemperance  on  the  part  of 
their  parents  1 — Yes  ;  in  very  many  instances  ;  and,  therefore,  one  has  to  exercise 
leniency  towards  them,  knowing  they  have  not  known  anything  better. 

1060.  Could  you  give  the  Commission  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  money  in  fines 
for  drunkenness,  or  crimes  committed  through  drunkenness,  collected  in  the  course  of  a 
year  1 — Yes. 

Proportion  of  fines  for  drunkenness  to  whole  ainount  received. 

Whole  amount.  JFor  drunkenness. 


1888-89 $1,760  50  p.c. 

1889-90 2,077  55  p.c.  1,142 

1890-91 2,065  50  p.c.  1,032. .50 

1061.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  license  law  is  a  little  difficult  of  enforce- 
ment :  what  are  the  difficulties,  or  wha^  are  the  defects  of  the  law,  that  cause  the 
trouble  1 — For  instance,  there  is  a  recent  amendment  which  states  that  anything  con- 
taining alcohol  is  an  intoxicant,  and  the  sale  of  it  is  in  violation  of  the  law.  There 
may  be  an  infinitesimal  quantity  of  alcohol  in  some  things,  and  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain 
whether  the  amount  of  alcohol  is  sufficient  to  sustain  a  conviction. 

1062.  Do  you  find  that  license  laws  generally  are  observed  1 — Yes,  if  the  people 
are  well  affected  towards  them. 

1063.,  Who  are  to  be  well  affected  towards  them? — Those  engaged  in  the  business. 

1064.  That  is  the  people  are  to  be  well  affected  towards  those  engaged  in  the 
business  in  order  to  have  the  law  observed  ? — It  looks  like  it. 

1065.  Then  a  license  law  must  be  framed  to  suit  the  men  who  hold  the  licenses  ? 
— A  license  law,  or  any  law,  is  not  of  much  value  until  public  opinion  breathes  into  it 
the  breath  of  life. 

1066.  I  understood  you  to  say  that,  unless  those  who  were  interested  with  those 
engaged  in  the  liquor  business  were  prepared  to  approve  of  such  a  law,  it  c  juld  not  be 
well  enforced  ? — I  think  they  would  be  most  unreasonable  persons  if  they  did  not  accept 
it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

1067.  Do  you  mean  those  who  vend  the  liquor,  or  those  who  live  in  the  community  ? 
— I  mean  those  who  are  in  the  habit  of  taking  their  liquor. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  M<^Leod : 

1068.  Do  you  think  it  is  easier  to  enforce  a  license  law  than  a  prohibitory  law, 
well  framed  ? — I  think  a  prohibitory  law,  well  framed,  would  answer  all  purposes. 

1069.  And  would  be  as  well  enforced  ? — Yes,  I  think  so. 

1070.  ^Do  you  think  that  drink  is  often  the  cause  of  poverty  and  leads  to  thieving 
and  so  on  ? — Yes,  too  often. 

1071.  Have  you  atiy  impression  as  to  the  number  of  crimes  against  persons  that  are 
attributable  to  drink,  such  as  assaults  ? — Yes.    . 

1072.  Is  there  a  considerable  proportion  of  them  ? — Yes. 

1073.  And  also  in  regard  to  crim^  s  against  property,  which  are  traceable  to  drink  1 
— There  are  not  many  cases  of  that  kind.  There  are  quite  a  number  who  aie  brought 
up  for  malicious  injury  to  property  while  intoxicated,  people  who  break  glass  or  windows 
or  dishes  or  furniture  in  the  household. 

1074.  Some  of  these  offences  are  traceable  to  drink  ? — Some. 

1075.  And  directly  traceable  to  drink? — That  class  of  cases  directly. 

1076.  You  have  cases  of  offences  against  women  and  children  :  what  proportion  of 
these  cases  are  traceable  to  drink  ? — I  think    a  considerable  proportion.     In  certain 
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localities  in  our  city, where  they  are  poorly  cared  for  and  allowed  to  run  about  the  street  and 
get  the  language  of  the  street  and  get  into  bad  company  and  develop  into  bad  boys  and 
girls,  I  think  the  effects  may  be  traceable  to  the  parents. 

1077.  Do  you  think  the  effect  of  prohibirion  up  >n  business  would  be  beneficial  ? — 
I  think  it  would  stimulate  it. 

1078.  You  were  asked  as  to  certain  businesses  being  annihilated  :  is  it  the  brewery 
business,  the  distillery  business,  the  saloon  business,  the  hotel  business  that  would  be 
annihilated ;  and  if  Jihat  capital  were  no  k)nger  employed  in  that  direction,  could  it  not 
be  put  into  profitable  employment  elsewhere  1 — I  think  those  engaged  in  various  industries 
would  be  benefited  by  having  sober  employees. 

1079.  And  would  not  the  employees  of  these  industries  be  likely  to  find  employment 
elsewhere  ? — Yes. 

1080.  So  there  would  be  no  annihilation,  except  in  one  branch  of  business,  and  the 
employees  of  that  branch  woul<J  find  employment  elsewhere  ? — I  think  so.  I  am  a  very 
poor  authority  on  trade. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

1081.  Taking  your  experience  in  regard  to  crimes  against  property,  such  as  forgery,- 
embezzlement  and  the  like,  how  do  they  stand  in  regard  to  arising  from  drink  1 — Within 
two  years  I  have  had  several  cases  of  that  kind,  where  the  only  defence  the  party  made 
was  that  he  committed  the  offence  when  he  was  under  the  influence  of  liquor. 

1082.  Had  you  reason  to  believe  it  was  a  genuine  statement  ? — Yes. 

1083.  And  cases  of  embezzlement? — Yes. 

1084.  And  where  the  same  defence  was  made? — Yes. 

By  i9ie  Chairman : 

1085.  It  is  not  an  uncommon  practice  on  the  part  of  prisoners  to  excuse  them- 
selves on  the  ground  of  drunkenness,  in  order  to  lessen  the  amount  of  punishment  ? — 
Certainly. 

By  Mr.  Gigault  : 

1086.  I  think  you  said  that  drunkenness  had  increased  in  the  city  of  Halifax? — 
I  think  so. 

1087.  To  what  cause  do  you  attribute  that  increase  ? — The  only  cause  to  which  I 
can  attribute  it  to  is  drinking  larger  quantities  of  liquor. 

1088.  But  do  you  attribute  that  to  the  present  license  law  ? — No ;  I  do  not. 

1089.  Do  you  attribute  it  to  the  fact  that  the  present  license  law  is  not  enforced? 
— I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  enforced  or  not.  When  there  is  a  case  brought  before 
me  there  appears  to  be  a  good  deal  of  care  used  in  getting  it  up.  We  often  have  con- 
victions where  the  parties  would  not  have  been  convicted  if  the  case  had  been  slovenly 
prepared.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  the  drinking  customs,  outside  of  what  comes 
before  me. 

1090.  Do  you  believe  that  the  present  license  law  is  more  defective,  than  the  old 
one? — No;  I  think  that,  like  our  gardens  at  this  season  of  the  year,  it  wants  weeding 
out.     There  are  ftome  clauses  which  are  very  perplexing  at  times. 

1091.  You  said  a  prohibitory  law  could  be  enforced  with  proper  machinery  ? — Yes. 

1092.  Did  you  not  say  that  license  laws  could  only  be  enforced  properly  if  they 
suited  the  minds  of  the  people  ? — No ;  it  would  be  impossible  to  suit  everybody. 

1093.  Did  you  say  that,  in  order  to  enforce  a  license  law,  it  would  be  necessary  to 
have  a  law  in  conformity  with  public  opinion  1^ — I  mean  public  opinion  at  large. 

1094.  If  it  is  necessary  to  have  public  opinion  in  order  to  enforce  a  license  law,  is 
it  not  necessary  to  have  public  opinion  in  order  to  enforce  a  prohibitory  law  ? — I  pre- 
sume so ;  but  I  presume  it  could  be  framed  so  as  to  have  its  own  machinery. 

1095.  So  it  is  not  public  opinion,  but  the  proper  machinery  you  want  ? — Yes ; 
we  want  an  effective  prohibitory  law. 

1096.  So  you  think  that  public  sentiment  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  enforcement 
of  the  law? — I  do  not  know ;  but  it  has  a  good  deal  to  do  with  the  success  of  it. 
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1097.  When  there  are  violations  of  the  license  law,  can  prosecutions  be  made  by 
anybody,  or  must  they  be  necessarily  made  by  the  license  inspector  ? — No ;  they  can  be 
made  by  any  person,  but  he  can  go  and  make  his  complaint  to  an  inspector. 

1098.  So,  if  the  present  license  law  is  not  enforced,  it  does  not  depend  entirely 
upon  the  inspector,  but  upon  every  person  who  does  not  choose  to  take  steps  to  enforce 
it  ? — I  have  not  said  that  it  is  not  enforced. 

1099.  If  it  is  not  enforced,  the  want  of  enforcement  depends  not  only  upon  the 
license  inspector,  but  also  on  the  public  sentiment,  because  jiobody  cares  about 
prosecuting  for  violations  of  the  law  1 — Of  course  that  class  of  people  would  have  to 
stand  aside,  who  are  interested  in  the  violation  of  the  law  ;  others  would  be  found  who 
would  do  it,  I  have  no  doubt.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  difficulty  in  getting  people 
who  are  willing  to  enforce  the  law  ;  ])ut  there  are  a  great  number  of  people  who  are 
opposed  to  it,  and  they  have  a  perfect  right  to  their  view  of  the  matter. 

By  the  Chairman  :  • 

1100.  It  is  your  opinion,  I  understand,  that  drunkenness  has  increased  in  Halifax 
of  late  years  *? — That  is  so  far  as  the  records  of  my  court  are  concerned. 

1101.  That  is  the  number  of  offences? — Yes. 

1102.  Do  you  think  that  is  to  be  attributed  to  a  lack  of  temperance  sentiment  in 
the  community,  or  to  a  lack  of  the  proper  enforcement  of  the  law  ? — There  have  been 
quite  a  number  of  cases  brought  up  recently  against  persons  who  have  no  licenses  what- 
ever, and  those  form  a  difficult  class  of  people  to  deal  with,  and  very  difficult  for  the 
officers  to  prosecute. 

1 103.  You  refer  to  offences  against  the  liquor  law.  I  was  speaking  about  the  offence 
of  drunkenness,  and  I  desire  to  know,  if  there  has  been  an  increase,  if  it  is  to  be  attri- 
buted to  a  want  of  provision  in  the  law,  lack  of  its  enforcement,  or  to  a  defective  public 
sentiment  ?  —I  am  not  prepared  to  say. 

1104.  Have  temperance  efforts  in  the  city  been  as  vigorous  of  late  years  as  they 
were  previously  ? — I  do  not  know  that  they  have.  They  have  not  been  as  aggressive 
recently  as  they  were  previously. 

1 105.  You  have  a  very  large  number  of,  what  I  will  call,  repeated  cases  of  drunken- 
ness before  you  :  that  is,  the  same  person  comes  up  many  times? — Yes. 

1106.  Can  you  give  us  an  idea  of  what  proportion  of  the  total  commitments  f  jr  a 
year  these  cases  would  form  ? — I  really  do  not  know,  and  cannot  speak  with  any  degree 
of  certainty. 

1107.  Are  they  a  large  number?— Yes,  and  I  can  almost  fix  the  time  when  they 
will  appear  again.^ 

1 108.  Do  the  records  of  your  court  show  whether  any  other  cases  than  those  directly 
so  charged  result  from  drunkenness  or  not  ? — No,  it  is  very  difficult  to  say  whether  they 
result  from  drunkenness  or  not. 

1109.  You  have  no  record  to  show,  if  a  man  is  committed  for  assault,  that  it  is 
caused  by  drunkenness  ? — No. 

1110.  Do  you  put  the  question  to  a  prisoner,  whether  h'?  is  a  total  abstainer  or  not  ? 
— I  always  ask  him  whether  he  is  temperate  or  intemperate. 

1111.  Will  the  records  of  the  court  show  whether  offenders  are  total  abstainers  or 
not  ? — Of  course,  many  of  them  I  know  when  they  come  up,  but  as  regards  the  majority 
we  have  to  leave  that  matter  to  themselves,  because  the  sheets  only  require  that  we  shall 
ask  whether  they  are  married  or  single,  whether  they  can  read  or  write,  whether  they 
are  temperate  or  intemperate,  where  they  were  born,  etc. 

1112.  Then  you  are  speaking  of  your  impression  more  than  of  the  statistical  record  ? 
—Yes. 

Bt/  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

1113.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  influence  of  the  canteen  on  the  community  :  is 
it  good  or  bad  ?  — Very  bad,  I  think. 

1114.  What  is  its  influence  on  citizens  ? — I  do  not  know  what  may  have  been  done 
recently,  but  some  time  ago  the  canteens  were  sending  out  many  people  in  a  state  of 

ntoxication  -  citizens  who  had  no  right  there. 
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1115.  The  military  regulations  prohibit  the  sale  to  others  than  soldiers  ? — Yes,  but 
we  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  military  regulations. 

1116.  Sales  do  take  place  to  citizens,  I  suppose  1 — I  do  not  know  whether  sales  take 
place  to  citizens  or  not.  I  think  they  are  generally  invited  in,  as  I  understand,  by 
soldiers,  and  the  soldier  pays. 

1117.  Do  you  know  whether  there  is  any  attempt  made  to  prevent  that  practice  by 
the  military  authorities  1 — I  know  their  attention  has  been  called  to  it,  and  in  one  or 
two  instances  it  has  been  remedied. 

1118.  Does  the  existence  of  the  canteen,  under  military  authority  and  under  the 
sanction  of  the  Imperial  authority,  have  the  eflect  of  giving  character  to  the  drink 
habit  and  the  drink  trade  in  this  city  1 — I  cannot  say.  The  class  of  cases  brought  to 
my  notice  has  been  those  of  civilians  who  have  been  taken  into  canteen  by  soldiers  on 
the  Sabbath  day  when  they  could  not  get  drink  in  other  places. 

1119.  Are  there  many  cases  of  drunkenness  amongst  the  soldiers  ? — I  do  not  think 
so. 

1120.  They  do  not  come  before  you  ? — ^Whenever  there  is  a  number  of  them  to  be 
sent  home  they  get  troublesome  and  take  a  good  deal  of  drink,  simply  because  they 
want  to  be  sent  to  prison.  They  are  not  very  much  disposed  to  go,  because  the  duty 
they  have  to  perform  at  home  is  greater  than  they  have  to  perform  in  the  colonies,  and 
many  of  them  get  liquor  and  get  into  the  police  court,  and  then  into  prison,  because 
they  think  they  will  thus  be  prevented  from  going  home ;  and  during  the  few  days  that 
that  goes  on  they  are  exceedingly  troublesome,  and  very  often  come  in  contact  with  our 
police,  and  but  for  the  forbeamnce  of  our  police  there  would  be  some  trouble. 

1121.  Do  the  police  arrest  drunken  soldiers,  or  do  they  report  to  the  military 
pickets  1 — They  report  to  the  military  pickets. 

1122.  Then  the  number  of  soldiers  who  come  before  you  charged  with  drunkenness 
does  not  represent  the  numljer  of  soldiers  who  are  drunk  ? — rNo. 

Bi/  Mr,  Clarke :  • 

1123.  Are  there  more  complaints  which  come  before  you  now  about  the  canteen 
than  there  were  formerly? — No.  It  is  only  recently,  I  think,  that  complaints  have  been 
formulated  at  all  against  the  canteen. 

1 124.  Has  drunkenness  increased  or  decreased  in  the  garrison  here  ? — I  cannot  say. 
The  military  pickets  are  constantly  going  about  and  taking  these  men  into  barracks,  but 
they  do  not  register  in  my  court  at  all. 

1 125.  Is  it  the  duty  of  the  police,  in  case  a  person  is  not  disorderly,  and  is  capable 
of  getting  home,  not  to  arrest  him,  even  if  he  is  drunk  ? — Yes. 

1126.  Then  the  number  of  drunks  before  you  does  not  necessarily  include  the  num- 
ber of  people  who  are  drunk  in  the  city  ? — No. 

1 1 27.  There  are  fewer  licensed  places  in  Halifax  now  than  formerly  ? — Yes. 

1128.  And  the  provisions  of  the  new  law  are  more  stringent  than -those  of  the  old 
law  ? — Yes. 

1129.  And  the  number  of  drunks  is  larger  ? — Yes. 

1 1 30.  Are  there  more  unlicensed  places  now  than  before  ? — Yes  ;  I  think  we  are 
flooded  with  unlicensed  places.  • 

1131.  Notwithstanding  that  you  have  an  Inspector  and  six  detectives  and  the 
whole  police  force  at  your  back  ? — Yes. 

1132.  If  public  sentiment  were  sufficiently  pronounced,  would  it  be  possible  for 
those  unlicensed  places  to  continue  to  exist  and  to  continue  to  do  business  in  violation 
of  the  law  ? — They  would  find  great  difficulty  in  doing  business. 

1 1 33.  Were  there  as  many  unlicensed  places  when  there  were  more  licensed  places  1 — 
Not  by  any  means,"  because  the  competition  was  so  great  between  the  vendors  that  they 
took  care  to  ferret  out  the  unlicensed  places. 

1 1 34.  One  of  the  results  of  the  adoption  of  the  law  has  been  to  increase  the 
unlicensed  places  ? — Yes. 

1135.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  a  prohibitory  law,  with  public  sentiment  at  its 
back,  could  be  properly  enforced  1 — Yes. 
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)  that  public  sentmient  is  not  at  the  back  of  the  officials  at 
reason  why  the  unlicensed  places  are  allowed  to  exist  ? — The 
ised  places  station  their  people  on  the  comers  very  often  to 

the  inspector  is  coming  along. 

prohibitory  law^,   would  they  not  do  the  same  thing  ? — No 
imagine  the  penalties  which  would   be  imposed  by  the  Act 
L  them  a  lesson, 
eason  to  believe  there  would  be  a  stronger  public  opiidon 

than  behind  this  stringent  license  law  ? — I  think  so. 
3  I  think  the  best  people  are  strongly  in  favour  of  it,  though 
perance  people,  but  they  have  families  and  they  have  boys 

)ughout  the  province  where  there  is  local  prohibition,  where 
ict  is  supposed  to  be  in  force  and  operation,  if  it  is  found 
icitly  and  illegally,  is  that  owing  to  the  fact  that  public 
►  the  local  prohibition,  or  is  it  owing  to  the  inactivity  of  the 
c  it  1 — 1  cannot  say. 

B  of  opinion  that  if  public  opinion  was  behind  a  prohibitory 
1  be  enforced  ? — Yes ;  but  that  is  only  my  opinion  on  the 


lat  in  Halifax,  while  a  number  of  respectable  people  would 
prohibitory  law,,  they  would  not  step  out  and  give  effect  to  a 
lo  not.  There  are  a  number  of  temperance  people  whose 
ticularly  the  Women's  Christian  Temperance  Union.  They 
\  ever.     They  are  doing  a  great  deal  of  good  in  many  locali- 

Lon  that  a  large  number  of  respectable  people,  who  now  do 
list  in  the  enforcement  of  the  law,  would  be  induced  under  a 
;  and  assist  in  its  enforcement  1 — I  think  so. 


ot  so  act  in  the  counties  in  which  the  Scott  Act  is  in  force  ? — ■ 
information  on  the  subject.  The  large  increase  of  drunken 
btribute,  and  I  know  the  officers  do,  to  the  fact  that  a  very 
abroad,  and  men  can  scarcely  take  a  glass  of  that  liquor 
IS  if  they  had  taken  "  rough  on  rats."  If  a  competent  person 
hority  would  be  thoroughly  understood,  to  test  the  quality  of 
Ferent  places,  it  would  be  a  great  advantage.  We  often  find 
iven  less,  after  a  man  has  been  turned  out  of  a  place,  because 
nken  man  there,  he  is  found  lying  down  outside  of  a  licensed 


je    leads  you   to  conclude    that,    if    liquors    were   properly 
,  the  cases  of  offences  against  the  law  would  be  materially 
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CHARLES  H.  LONGARD,  o£  Halifax,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  :— 

By  tlie  Chairman  : 

1 146.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Halifax  ? — Forty-seven  years. 

1147.  You  are  a  native  of  Halifax  1 — Yes. 

1148.  What  is  your  occupation  or  profession  ? — Manager  of  the  Nova  Scotia  Build- 
ing Society. 

1149.  How  long  have  you  held  that  position? — I  have  been  connected  with  the 
Society  for  26  or  27  y^rs,  but  I  have  been  manager  for  live  or  six  years. 

1150.  Is  it  a  mutual  benefit  society  or  lending  society  ?^It  is  a  co-operative  bank. 

1151.  Will  you  explain  the  character  of  the  society  and  the  manner  of  doing  busi- 
ness 1 — Those  who  obtain  loans  from  us  are  members  of  the  corporation,  and  they  obtain 
advances  to  enable  them  to  purchase  homea  They  can  pay  the  amount  back  in  eleven 
years  or  they  can  pay  every  month. 

1152.  They  subscribe  monthly  ?— Yes. 

1 1 53.  In  the  matter  of  applications  for  loans,  do  you  ballot  ? — N.  > ;  we  have  a 
board  of  directors  which  settles  that. 

1154.  Suppose  you  have  half  a  dozen  applications  for  loans,  how  do  you  determine 
who  is  to  receive  them,  if  you  have  not  enough  to  supply  all  ? — We  have  always  had 
enough  money  to  supply  all. 

1155.  Do  you  have  a  system  of  auction? — Yes ;  they  bid  for  it. 

1156.  Would  you  explain  what  is  meant  by  that? — The  whole  sum  available  is  put 
up  for  competition  and  any  one  present  is  entitled  to  vote  and  become  a  member  ;  but 
the  application  is  first  passed  upon  by  the  board  of  directors.  We  have  agents  in  the 
differef)t  provinces  where  we  do  business  and  they  send  in  reports  with  reference  to  the 
people  who  apply,  and  these  are  brought  before  the  board  of  directors. 

1157.  And  do  the  applications  come  from  persons  who  are  not  members  of  the 
society  ? — With  very  few  exceptions  they  come  from  members. 

1158.  And  those  who  are  not  members  have  to  become  members? — Yes. 

1 159.  And  they  repay  the  society*  by  instalments  ? — Yes ;  monthly  or  quarterly, 
over  a  period  of  eleven  years. 

1160.  Before  you  admit  a  man  to  membership,  have  you  any  test  or  examination 
made  before  you  put  him  through  ? — The  agent  who  takes  the  application  for  a  loan  sub- 
mits certain  questions  to  the  man,  and  submits  confidentis^  reports  to  us  as  to  his  char- 
acter, age  and  business  and  so  on.  We  consider  the  man  in  regard  to  the  security  he 
offers. 

1161.  Have  you  any  limit  as  to  age? — No. 

1162.  Would  you  take  a  man  at  sixty  years  of  age  ? — He  would  not  be  as  desirable 
as  a  young  man. 

1163.  Would  you  take  a  man  at  seventy  ? — We  would  ask  for  collateral  security, 
or  for  an  assignment  of  a  life  insurance  policy,  or  for  a  personal  bond. 

1164.  Do  you  require  that  a  man  who  becomes  a  member  should  be  a  total 
abstainer  ? — We  do  not  require  that. 

1165.  But  I  suppose  you  are  influenced  by  the  fact  whether  he  is  or  is  not  a 
temperate  man  ? — Yes  ;  it  practically  amounts  to  that. 

1166.  But  you  have  no  positive  rule  that  a  man  shall  be  a  total  abstainer  before  he 
becomes  a  member  ? — No. 

1167  68.  In  cases  where  you  have  difiiculty  in  Collecting,  the  monthly  instalments, 
that  is  after  a  member  has  borrowed  the  money,  do  you  find  that  the  difficulty  arises  very 
frequently  from  the  men  being  intemperate  ? — Yes,  we  do. 

1169.  Is  that  one  of  your  principal  difficulties  in  making  collections  ? — We  have 
very  few  failures,  and  they  are  principally  due  to  the  use  of  liquor. 

1170.  Can  you  tell  us  the  percentage  of  these? — I  could  not  without  having  re- 
course to  the  books  ;  but  if  I  had  time,  I  could  give  many  illustrations  where  men  have 
lost  property  from  that  cause. 

1171.  Could  you  tell  the  Commission  the  percentage  of  failures  in  proportion  to  the 
allotments  of  money  ? — AVa  have  between  eight  hundred  and  nine  hundred  thousand 
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dollars  on  mortgage,  and  I  think  the  foreclosures  during  the  year  would  not  average 
more  than  five  or  six  per  cent.         t 

1172.  How  many  individuals  have  you  who  have  their  property  under  mortgage  ? — 
I  cannot  say. 

1173.  Can  you  tell  the  percentage  of  the  failures  to  pay  that  arises  out  of  intem- 
perance ? — I  cannot,  but  the  small  number  of  failures  whi6h  we  have  we  attribute  to  our 
carefulness  in  avoiding  people  who  are  addicted  to  the  use  of  liquor. 

1174.  Is  it  not  in  regard  to  those  who  are  addicted  to  the  abuse  rather  than  to 
the  use  of  liquor  ? — Yes,  I  should  rather  say  the  abuse. 

1175.  Are  you  wholly  employed  in  connection  with  this  society? — Yes,  I  am  the 
Inspector  and,  therefore,  I  travel  through  the  provinces. 

1176.  And  you  look  at  the  properties  and  see  what  is  being  done  with  them  ? — Yes. 

1177.  Has  your  Building  Society  a  special  Act  of  parliament? — Yes,  we  have  a 
Dominion  Act  and  local  Acts  as  well. 

1178.  Have  you  taken  an  active  part  in  any  temperance  work  here  ? — No,  I  am  not 
a  member  of  any  temperance  society  ;  I  am  a  teetotaller  on  principle. 

1179.  Have  you  always  been  a  total  abstainer? — Yes. 

1180.  Do  you  undertake  any  city  missionary  work  ? — Yes,  I  am  a  member  of  the 
Jost  City  Mission,  which  is  confined  to  the  centre  of  the  city.  I  have  been  engaged 
actively  in  that  for  many  years. 

1181.  You  take  an  active  part  in  that  ? — Yes. 

1182.  Does  that  lead  you  to  visit  the  jails  to  some  extent  ? — Yes,  I  do  that  in  my 
travels  throughout  the  Province,  and  I  am  interested  in  the  boys  specially, 

1 183.  Your  work  is  not  confined  to  Halifax  ? — No ;  I  take  in  the  maritime  provinces 
generally. 

1184.  Have  you  paid  any  attention  to  the  liquor  traffic  in  this  city  of  Halifax  ? — 
I  have  watched  it  quietly. 

1185.  Is  it  your  experieiice  that  drunkenness  has  increased  or  decreased  of  late 
years  within  the  city  ? — I  think  it  has  increased ;  I  think  there  is  more  genei'al  drinking 
than  there  was  in  previous  years.  My  experience  in  the  mission  would  lead  me  to  think 
so.  The  poverty  and  degradation  amongst  the  class  of  people  we  visit  would  apply  more 
to  them  possibly  than  to  any  other  class. 

1186.  Does  your  answer  refer  to  general  drinking  or  excessive  drinking? — lam 
speaking  more  of  the  poorer  class  of  people. 

1187.  There  may  be  a  more  general  use  of  stimulants  and  not  more  drunkenness  of 
that  kind  ? — Yes ;  I  am  speaking  of  that  very  class. 

1188.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  increase  in  drunkenness? — I  think  liquor  is 
sold  more  freely.  My  private  opinion  is  that  the  License  Act  does  not  deal  with  it  at 
all ;  it  has  got  beyond  all  control. 

1189.  It  has  been  stated  that  the  number  of  licenses  issued  now  is  fewer  than  the 
number  previously  issued  ? — I  know  nothing  about  that. 

1190.  Therefore,  if  drunkenness  has  increased,  it  would  almost  follow  that  there  is 
more  illicit  sale  ? — Probably  there  is. 

1191.  I  suppose  you  are  familiar  with  the  law  in  regard  to  the  issue  of  licenses  in 
this  city  ? — Yes. 

1192.  Do  you  think  the  law  is  enforced? — No  :  I  have  reason  to  believe  it  is  not 
enforced. 

1193.  In  your  experience,  what  does  the  non-enforcement  of  the  law  arise  from  ? — 
— I  do  not  like  to  impute  anything  to  any  one,  but  I  do  not  think  there  is  an  effort 
made  by  the  officers  to  enforce  it ;  that  is  my  private  opinion.  I  have  enough  to  do 
with  my  own  affairs  not  to  interfere  with  others. 

1194.  You  think  it  is  owing  to  the  non-enforcement  of  the  law? — Yes,  I  do. 

1195.  Do  you  think  that  the  lack  of  public  interest  in  the  matter  has  anything  to 
do  with  it  ? — I  cannot  say  so  ;  it  may  be  so.  It  is  competent  for  any  person  to  institute 
proceedings  against  any  one  selling  liquor  in  an  illicit  way  or  violating  the  law  in  regard 
to  the  sale  of  liquor. — I  do  not  know  that  there  is  much  satisfaction  in  a  private  citizen 
trying  to  put  the  law  in  force. 

Charles  H.  Longard. 
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1196.  Do  jou  think  he  would  not  succeed  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

1197.  And  for  what  reason? — I  do  not  know.  I  should  like  to  see  a  prohibitory 
law.     It  is  the  only  cure  for  it. 

1198.  Have  you  had  any  experience  as  to  the  working  of  the  Canada  Temperance 
Act,  commonly  called  the  Scott  Act  ?-— No.  ^ 

1199.  Have  you  been  in  counties  where  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force? — My  only 
experience  is  in  Dartmouth,  where  it  is  in  force,  and  I  think  it  is  enforced. 

By  Mr.  Clarh  : 

1200.  The  Scott  Act  ?— No ;  it  is  the  license  law. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

1201.  You  must  have  been  in  counties  where  the  Scott  Act  is  in  force  ? — The  town 
of  Yarmouth  is  a  good  illustration,  where  there  is  less  drunkenness  than  in  many  towns 
I  could  name. 

1202.  Is  there  any  sale  there  openly? — Not  openly. 

1203.  But  is  there  sale  illicitly  ?— Yes. 

1204.  Have  you  seen  it  ? — T  have  seen  symptoms  of  it. 

1205.  Can  you  speak  of  any  other  county  or  district  where  th^  Scott  Act  is  in 
force  ? — Yes,  in  Amherst ;  there  is  liquor  sold  there ;  they  have  a  rough  population,  and 
there  is  more  selling  there. 

1 206.  Are  you  speaking  of  a  recent  period  or  further  back  ? — A  few  months. 

1 207.  Is  liquor  sold  openly  there  ? — There  hsw  been  a  war  there. 

1 208.  In  the  hotels  do  they  openly  sell  liquor  ? — No. 

1209.  Is  it  sold  to  your  knowledge?— I  suppose  so,  but  not  openly. 

1210.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  labour  organizations  here? — Some  slight 
knowledge  * 

1211.  Can  you  give  us  the  names  of  any  of  them  ? — There  are  unions  of  different 
kinds,  the  metal  workers,  and  the  carpenters  and  the  bricklayers,  but  I  do  not  know 
much  about  their  organizations. 

1212.  Have  they  separate  organizations  ? — Yes,  and  there  is  a  general  organization. 

1213.  What  is  that  called  ?— The  Labour  Union. 

1214.  And  all  these,  I  suppose,  are  represented  by  officers  in  the  general  union? — 
Yes. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

1215.  Your  work  in  connection  with  admission  is  of  a  voluntary  nature? — Yes. 

1216.  Of  what  distinct  nature  is  it:  is  it  visiting  the  city  prison,  for  example? — 
No ;  we  have  a  missionary,  a  lady,  who  visits  the  homes  of  these  people,  and  we  conduct 
services  in  their  interest. 

1217.  In  their  houses? — No,  in  a  large  hall  we  have,  and  we  also  have  Sunday 
School  and  mission  services. 

1218.  Do  you  visit  the  homes  yourself? — No. 

1219.  Do  you  visit  the  jail  yourself? — Yes  ;  not  only  here,  but  through  the  whole 
Province. 

1220.  Do  you  inquire  of  the  prisoners  the  causes  which  have  led  to  their  imprison- 
ment ? — Yes,  in  every  case  I  ask  them  why  they  are  here,  and  in  the  majority  of  cases 
the  answer  is  that  it  is  liquor  that  brought  them  here. 

1221.  You  are  a  practical  business  man  and  accustomed  to  weigh  matters  in  that 
light  :  do  those  answers  carry  weight  with  you  ? — I  judge  more  Jrom  the  physical 
appearance  of  the  men. 

1222.  Do  the  attendant  circumstances  lead  you  to  believe  that  the  answers  given 
to  you  in  most  cases  are  genuine  ? — Yes.  I  find  these  men  are  not  wholly  devoid  of  feel- 
ing, and  they  give  as  a  reason  for  committing  these  crimes  their  indulgence  in  liquor. 

1223.  Some  of  these  are  imprisoned  for  offences  against  the  license  laws  and  for 
drunkenness  ? — Yes. 

1224.  And  your  experience  at  the  city  prison  is  the  same  as  elsewhere  ? — They  are 
all  the  same. 
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1225.  Your  business  does  not  call  you  into  the  homes  ? — No,  the  ladies  are  doing 
that  work.  Of  course,  there  are  individual  cases  where  I  know  the  whole  circumstances. 
I  have  a  case  in  my  mind  now  of  a  man  who,  under  the  influence  of  liquor,  was  led  to 
commit  a  crime,  and  in  consequence  of  his  being  imprisoned  for  that  crime  forfeited  his 
pension,  ^e  being  a  pensioner  from  the  Imperial  Government.  It  was  a  very  sad  case 
for  the  wife  and  for  their  children. 

1226.  In  your  personal  knowledge  was  liquor  the  cause  of  that? — Yes,  I  am  satis- 
fied it  was  in  that  very  case. 

1227.  Have  you  any  knowledge  in  reference  to  the  adulteration  of  liquor? — I  have 
not,  as  I  do  not  use  it  at  all. 

1228.  But  do  you  know  ? — I  do  not  know. 

1229.  It  is  sometimes  put  forward  that  the  compounds  sold  as  liquor  are  making 
men  mad  ? — I  do  not  know.  » 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod  : 

1230.  Do  you  make  loans  to  liquor  sellers  ? — Yes. 

1231.  Do  you  consider  them  good  risks? — Yes,  if  they  are  solvent  men. 

1232.  We  understood  you  to  say  you  did  not  make  loans  to  drinkers? — Not  to 
drunkards.     My  experience  is  that  liquor  sellers  are  not  as  a  rule  liquor  drinkers. 

1233.  Does  your  association  look  with  suspicion  upon  any  intending  borrowers  who 
are  not  known  to  be  drunkards,  but  are  known  to  be  habitual  drinkers ;  do  you  regard 
them  as  being  quite  as  good  risks  as  total  abstainers  ? — No. 

1234.  I  suppose  in  some  cases  where  you  have  suffered  loss  the  men  were  not  drunk- 
ards, or  the  loan  would  not  have  been  made  ? — Yes. 

1 235.  But  they  became  excessive  drinkers  and  you  suffered  the  loss  ? — Yes. 

1236.  Do  you  regard  the  fact  that  there  is  an  illicit  sale  in  Yarmouth  as  proof  that 
the  law  is  a  failure  ? — No. 

1237.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  of  advantage  to  allow  Yarmouth  to  come  under 
the  operation  of  such  law  as  exists  in  Halifax  ? — I  do  not  like  to  say. 

123S.  You  do  not  think  that  the  illicit  sale,  as  far  as  it  does  go  on  in  Yarmouth, 
not  openly,  but  secretly,  is  an  indication  of  the  power  of  the  law  ?— -  No ;  the  law  suc- 
ceeds in  restricting  the  sale. 

1239.  I  suppose  there  is  such  a  thing  as  stealing  in  Yarmouth  ? — Yes. 

1240.  But  it  does  not  prove  that  the  law  against  theft  ought  to  be  repealed? — No. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

1241.  Do  you  put  stealing  and  taking  a  glass  of  liquor  in  the  same  category  ? — No  ; 
because  we  do  not  consider  taking  liquor  is  a  sin  per  se.  Theft  is  a  sin  against  God  and 
man. 

1242.  I  understand  that  the  License  Act  works  almost  to  a  charm  in  Dartmouth, 
does  it  not  ? — Yes. 

1243.  Does  it  not  also  work  to  a  charm  in  Yarmouth  ? — No. 

1244.  And  therefore  there  is  a  town  which,  to  your  knowledge,  has  a  license  law 
but  it  is  not  a  success,  and  there  is  another  town  in  which  it  is  a  success  ? — Yes. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod : 

1245.  You  do  not  put  side  by  side  the  taking  of  a  glass  of  liquor  and  stealing ;  but 
do  you  regard  the  selling  of  liquor,  where  it  is  prohibited  by  the  will  of  the  people,  as 
stealing  is,  as  beii\g  as  illegal  as  the  other  ? — No  doubt  the  breaking  of  the  law  is  a  sin. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

1246.  Smuggling  is  contrary  to  the  law  ? — Yes. 

1247.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  a  lady  ^ho  brings  in  a  handkerchief  from  abroad, 
without  paying  duty  on  it,  is  guilty  of  a  sin  ? — I  would  not  say  that. 

1 248.  You  would  not  put  that  on  the  same  footing  as  a  lady  stealing  a  handkerdiief 
from  a  store  ? — Certainly  not. 

Charles  H.  Longard. 
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By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

1249.  As  between  Yarmouth  and  Dartmouth  :  there  are  no  licensed  liquor  shops  in 
Dartmouth,  are  there  ? — I  am  not  aware. 

1 250.  Dartmouth  is  an  instance  of  prohibition,  I  understand  1 — Yes. 

1251.  And  that  is  where  a  good  thing  is  being  done  ? — Yes. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

1252^  How  does  Dartmouth  compare  with  other  towns  in  the  province? — Very 
well. 

1253.  As  compared  with  those  under  the  provisions  of  the  license  law? — Yes. 

1254.  The  same  law  exists  in  the  town  of  Dartmouth  as  exists  in  the  city  of 
Halifax  ? — I  think  there  is  a  difference. 

1255.  What  is  the  difference  ? — There  is  a  difference  in  its  operation. 

1256.  I  understood  that  Dartmouth  was  under  the  operation  of  the  License  Act, 
just  as  the  city  of  Halifax  was  under  the  operation  of  the  License  Act,  and  I  under- 
stxx>d  that  under  that  Act  persons  not  able  to  secure  a  certain  number  of  signatures  to 
aji  application  for  a  license  could  not  get  a  license  ? — That  is  true. 

1257.  And  I  understood  that  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  does  not  prohibit  but 
restricts  the  sale  of  liquor  ? — With  the  exception  of  that  town,  I  do  not  know  where 
they  have  prohibition. 

1258.  The  Canada  Temperance  Act  is  prohibitive,  is  it  not? — It  does  not  produce 
the  same  effect  as  the  law  in  force  in  Dartmouth.  I  am  sp>eaking  as  a  business  man, 
and  believe  it  to  be  a  fact. 

1259.  And  the  fact  is  that  the  people  are  in  favour  of  a  license  law  in  Dartmouth 
as  against  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  in  Yannouth? — Dartmouth  has  a  prohibitory 
law  in  effect.     The  license  laws  are  ineffective. 

1260.  Is  it  not  under  the  provisions  of  the  license  law  that  people  can  decline  to 
recommend  a  license  preventing  the  sale  of  liquor  ? — Yes,  but  it  is  so  interwoven  that 
you  cannot  get  people  to  express  their  honest  convictions. 

1261.  If  the  people  in  this  city  of  Halifax  withheld  their  signatures  from  the  peti- 
tions sent  to  the  officers,  the  same  result  would  apply  here  as  in  Dartmouth  ? — Yes. 

By  Ben.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

1262.  You  regard  Dartmouth  as  being  under  prohibition? — Yes. 

1263.  There  is  some  illicit  sale  in  Dartmouth,  I  presume? — I  suppose  so. 

1264.  And  in  Yarmouth  ?— Yes. 

1265.  But  not  openly  ?— No. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

1266.  If  the  people  took  advantage  of  the  clauses  of  the  local  Act,  would  that  not 
be  better  than  a  Dominion  Act  ? — I  do  not  think  it  is  possible,  unless  people  expressed 
their  honest  opinions ;  but  the  body  of  the  people  are  feeble  in  doing  that,  and  they 
dare  not  say  what  they  think. 

By  tJie  Chairman : 

1267.  For  what  reason? — Their  interests  are  so  interwoven  with  those  of  others. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

1 268.  They  have  not  pluck  enough  ? — I  do  not  know  that. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

1 269.  Is  it  for  that  reason  that  illicit  sale  takes  place  where  the  Canada  Temper- 
ance Act  is  in  force  ? — Yes,  our  people  will  not  inform. 

1270.  Does  the  Act  provide  for  officers  to  enforce  the  law  ? — I  suppose  so. 

1271.  If  these  officers  did  their  duty,  there  would  be  no  necessity  for  any  one 
becoming  informers  ? — I  do  not  know  anything  about  that. 

1272.  Are  there  more  unlicensed  places  here  than  when  more  licensed  places 
existed  ? — I  think  so. 
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1273.  And  drunkenness  has  increased  ? — Yes,  I  think  so.  When  the  license  law 
in  Halifax  was  enforced,  there  was  less  drunkenness. 

1274.  Does  this  law  impose  greater  restrictions  on  the  sale  than  the  previous  one  ? 
— Yes,  but  it  is  not  enforced. 

1275.  And  the  condition  of  affairs  is  worse  under  the  more  restrictive  law  than  it 
was  before  1 — Yes,  but  not  because  it  is  a  restrictive  law. 

Bi/  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

1276.  Do  you  know  the  difference  in  that  respect  between  the  Provincial  license 
law  and  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  ? — I  do  not. 

1277.  You  do  not  know  that  the  license  law  provides  for  the  officers  to  enforce  it, 
and  that  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  does  not  ? — Now  you  tell  me,  I  see  that  is  so. 

Bi/  Mr.  Clarke  : 

1278.  The  License  Inspector  and  the  police  are  appointed  by  the  Council? — Yes. 

1279.  And  the  people  could  elect  those  who  would  appoint  men  to  enforce  the  law  1 
— The  people  are  powerless.  ' 

1 280.  They  elect  the  Council,  do  they  not  ? — They  do,  but  they  are  powerless. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

1281.  Powerless  for  what  ? — Powerless  to  enforce  the  law. 

Bi/  the  Chuirman  : 

1282.  Would  they  have  more  power  under  a  prohibitory  law  ? — Yes. 

1283.  Would  the  state  of  things  be  changed  if  you  had  a  prohibitory  law  ?— If  I  see 
things  that  look  like  drinking  and  if  I  know  that  liquor  has  been  illicitly  sold,  it  is  not 
worth  my  while  following  it  up  under  the  present  law.  It  would  be  if  there  was  a 
prohibitory  law. 

1284.  You  say  that  the  prohibitory  law  in  Dartmouth  and  Yarmouth  and  other 
places  is  not  properly  enforced  because  the  interests  of  the  people  are  so  interwoven  : 
how  would  you  get  rid  of  that  difficulty  under  a  complete  prohibitory  law  ? — It  would 
be  quite  different.  I  look  upon  law  as  an  educator,  and  I  think  it  should  be  in  advance 
of  public  sentiment.     It  points  out  to  me  the  right  and  wrong. 

1 285.  You  have  the  power  of  prohibiting  now,  and  you  say  the  people  will  not 
enforce  that  power  ?-  -  Under  the  present  system  we  cannot,  we  are  waiting  for  a  popular 
system.     If  we  ha<^  a  prohibitory  law,  it  would  educate  the  public  sentiment. 

Bi/  Jv  ige  McDonald  : 

1286.  How  long  have  you  been  going  through  this  Province? — For  eleven  or  twelve 
years. 

1287.  Have  you  been  at  Truro? — Yes. 

1288.  Was  that  town  under  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act? — I  believe  so. 

1 289.  Do  you  believe  the  sale  of  liquor  was  going  on  there  ? — Yes. 

1290.  To  any  considerable  extent  ? — It  never  was  in  that  town. 

1291.  Do  you  know  where  it  was  worse? — In  some  of  the  towns  where  we  have 
many  miners. 

1292.  What  towns  ? — Westville  and  others  of  that  kind. 

1293.  In  each  of  these  sections  the  law  had  been  In  force  for  some  years  ? — I  do 
not  know. 

1294.  It  must  be  in  force  for  three  years  before  it  could  be  repealed  ? — I  suppose  so. 

1295.  From  your  experience,  what  do  you  think  of  its  effect  as  an  educator  ?- — I 
think  it  has  produced  its  effect. 

1296.  A  good  effect  ? — Where  the  Act  has  been  enforced  I  think  it  has  educated 
the  people. 

1297.  You  say  the  law  is  an  educator,  not  the  enforcement  of  the  law.  Would  you 
pass  a  law  to  make  it  an  educator  ?  The  idea  of  some  people  is  that  you  must  have 
people  first  educated  up  to  the  idea,  and  then  put  it  into  force ;  you  say  the  law  is  an 
educator  ? — I  believe  it  is. 
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1298.  The  simple  enactment  of  a  law  ? — Where  they  appeal  to  that  as  a  standard. 

1299.  You  have  that  law  in  force  in  almost  all  of  the  counties,  except  Halifax  ? — 
And  Dartmouth. 

1300.  And  the  license  law  can  be  put  in  force  elsewhere  in  the  Prpvince,  if  they 
choose  ? — Yes,   but  in  Dartmouth  we  have  no  guarantee  that  it  will  last.     In  a  few  • 
months  we  may  have  free  rum.     If  we  had  a  prohibitory  law,  its  effect  would  be  lasting. 
This  is  only  temporary. 

By  tJie  Chairman  : 

1301.  If  there  was  a  change  in  Dartmouth  for  instance,  it  would  be  in  consequence 
of  a  change  in  the  public  mind,  would  it  not  ? — I  do  not  consider  that  sufficient. 

1302.  But  it  would  only  change  by  public  action  on  the  subject? — No. 

Bt/  Judge  McDonald : 

1303.  You  sp.^ak  of  the  law  as  an  educator.  In  your  opinion  is  there  any  worse 
educator  than  a  law  on  the  Statute-book  that  is  not  observed  ? — I  cannot  say  that. 

1304.  Do  you  think  a  law  on  the  statute-book  that  is  broken  constantly  is  a  goixl 
educator  of  the  public  mind? — It  is  not  a  good  educa*or,  but  I  would  sooner  have  it 
than  no  law. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

1305.  You  object  to  the  law  because  it  legalizes  what  you  consider  a  bad  thing  ? — 
I  do. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

1306.  What  has  been  the  influence  of  the  Act  on  the  communities  where  it  has  b^en 
adopted?  Is  there  a  mor*  general  cons?nsus  of  opinion? — I  think  if  we  had  the 
whole  Dominion  committed  to  prohibition,  w.^  would  be  in  a  different  position  than  we 
now  occupy,  with  a  small  section  committed  to  the  Scott  Act,  which  is  prohibitory  in 
its  effect.     If  we  are  built  up  by  all  our  countrymen,  we  are  stronger. 

By  tli/e  Chairman  : 

1307.  The  trouble  i^  to  get  all  your  fellow  countrymen  in  the  same  mind,  and  the 
question  is  whether  it  is  not  better  to  take  the  country  in  detail.  The  Scott  Act  is 
there  to  be  put  in  force,  and  it  can  be  made  to  apply  in  large  sections.  Why  should  it 
not  be  applied  ? — The  next  generation  will  give  us  prohibition. 

1308.  That  is  a  prophecy.  But  the  difficulty  is  to  get  the  whole  community  in  the 
same  mind,  and  is  it  not  better  to  get  them  in  detail  if  they  cannot  be  secured  in 
gi  OSS  ? — I  ilo  not  think  so.     I  think  we  are  helping  the  next  generation  on  to  prohibition. 

1309.  If  you  cannot  get  prohibition,  you  would  rather  not  hive  the  Scott  Act? — 
I  do  not  care  for  the  Scott  Act. 

1310.  Is  that  your  position  ? — It  does  not  answer  its  purposes. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

1311.  You  are  in  favour  of  prohibition  for  the  whole  Dominion? — Yes. 

1312.  But  failing  that,  you  would  like  to  have  prohibition  for  Nova  Scotia? — Yes. 

1313.  You  would  like  to  have  prohibition  for  Halifax? — Yes;  but  rather  for  the 
whole  province. 

1314.  But  failing  Halifax,  you  would  have  it  for  Dartmouth  ? — Yes. 

1315.  Failing  to  have  it  in  general,  you  would  rather  have  it  in  certa'n  places? — 
Yes. 

1316.  Because  Halifax  is  under  A  license  law,  you  would  not  have  prohibition  re- 
moved from  Dartmouth  ? — No. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

1317.  I  understand  there  are  in  this  city  some  districts  under  prohibition,  because 
applicants  cannot  get  the  necessary  signatures  of  two-thirds  of  the  ratepayers? — I  do 
not  know.  ,    • 
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By  Hie  Clvairnmn : 

1318.  Is  there  any  thing  to  prevent  Halifax  being  under  prohibition,  except  the 
will  of  the  people  ? — Yes ;  business  interests  and  social  interests.  We  are  not  free 
agents,  I  am  sorry  to  say. 

1319.  How  are  you  going  to  be  free  agents  under  a  prohibitory  law? — You  are 
putting  some  difficult  questions.     I  admit  the  gravity  and  the  difficulty  of  the  subject. 

1320.  If  the  people  of  Halifax  desire  prohibition  under  the  existing  law,  they  can 
have  it.  Is  there  nothing  to  prevent  it,  but  the  public  sentiment  ? — I  do  not  know. 
There  are  a  great  many  things  to  consider. 

1321.  If  Halifax  will  not  avail  itself  of  the  law  to-day  which  would  give  it  pro- 
hibition, And  if  general  prohibition  were  adopted,  would  it  not  be  using  the  influence  of 
other  communities  to  coerce  Halifax  ? — Yes. 

1322.  Is  there  anything  to  your  knowledge  which  prevents  the  people  of  Halifax 
from  having  prohibition  at  once,  if  they  desire  it  ? — Yes  ;  I  think  they  are  so  involved 
in  various  coinplex  questions  that  we  cannot  get  an  honest  expression  of  opinion. 

1323.  Then  the  people  will  not  vote  it  ?— -They  dare  not  vote  it. 

1324.  Your  society  does  not  exclude  from  membership  men  who  take  liquor? — No. 

1325.  Dr.  McLeod  spoke  of  drinkers,  and  you  said  you  avoid  drinkers.  What  do 
you  mean  by  drinkers  ? — Men  who  use  liquor  as  a  beverage  ;  men  who  drink  at  a  bar. 

1326.  Do  you  refuse  such  men  ? — We  do  men  we  know  to  be  habitually  such. 

1327.  You  do  not  exclude  men  who  take  liquor,  but  you  do  exclude  drinkers : 
where  do  you  draw  the  line? — We  do  not  ask  them  to  be  teetotallers,  but  we  avoid 
habitual  users  of  drink. 

1328.  What  do  you  mean  by  that  ?     Users  to  what  extent  ? — As  a  beverage. 

By  Judge  McDonald  :  i 

J  329.  Suppose  a  man  has  a  glass  of  wine  every  day  in  the  week  at  his  dinner  :  he 
is  a  habitual  drinker.     Would  you  exclude  that  man  ? — No  ;  certainly  not. 

By  the  Clmirman  :■ 

1330.  Do  you  mean  a  man  who  drinks  to  excess? — You  have  to  consider  the 
different  classes  of  society. 

1331.  Whom  do  you  class  as  drinkers  ? — A  man  who  would  drink  at  a  bar  or  in  a 
public  place. 

1 332.  Would  you  exclude  such  men  as  Judge  McDonald  spoke  of  ? — Certainly  not. 

1 333.  Then,  what  do  you  mean  ? — It  touches  us  in  this  way.  A  working  man 
cannot  affi)rd  this  drinking,  while  a  gentleman  can  spend  his  money  as  he  likes. 

1334.  Do  you  measure  a  man's  drinking  capacity  by  the  depth  of  his  purse  ? — To 
some  extent. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

1335.  Then,  the  man  you  would  exclude  is  the  habitual  drinker? — Yes. 

1336.  And  the  habitual  drinker  at  a  bar  ? — Not  necessarily. 

1337.  Take  a  workingman  who  kept  in  his  house  a  cask  of  ale  from  which  he  might 
take  a  glass  once,  twice  or  three  times  a  week  :  would  you  exclude  him  ?— No. 

1338.  That  is  a  habitual  drinker? — But  not  of  the  same  class  as  a  man  who  asked 
me  to  a  bar. 

1 339.  You  mean  that  you  would  not  like  to  make  a  lean  t  j  a  workingman  who 
tipples  at  a  bar  ? — Certainly. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

1340.  The  word  "  losses  "  was  used  in  connection  with  your  business.  Does  it  fol- 
low that  every  man  who  fails  to  pay  his  instalments  inflicts  a  loss  on  your  society  ? — No. 

1341.  H«  inflicts  a  loss  on  himself  and  not  on  your  >ociety  ? — Yes. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod : 

1342.  Suppose  two  men,  one  of  them  belonging  to  the  labouring  class  who  drinks 
three  glasses  a  day  at  a  bar  or  in  his  hbme,  and  the  oiher  belonging  to  the  monied  class 
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of  people  who  drinks  three  glasses  of  what  suits  his  taste  :  would  you  take  a  risk  on  the 
one  and  not  on  the  other  ? — We  would.  The  labouring  man  cannot  afford  the  additional 
expense  while  the  other  man  can. 

1343.  You  take  the  risk  on  the  other  man  because  he  has  the  means  ? — Yes;  not 
being  a  confirmed  drunkard. 

1344.  But  you  would  discriminate,  refusing  the  labouring  man  because  of  the  dan- 
ger that  he  would  not  pay  t — We  would. 

1345.  And  you  would  take  the  other  because  he  furnishes  greater  security  ? — Yes. 

1346.  Do  you  regard  the  drink  trade  as  established  in  Halifax  and  elsewhere  a 
menace  to  your  business  ? — It  is.  When  I  say  that,  I  am  only  expressing  the  opinion  of 
the  Board  of  Directors.     I  would  not  have  it  at  all. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

1347.  If  you  were  a  diitjctor,  you  would  vote  against  these  men? — Yes. 

1348.  You  have  $800,000  or  $900,000  out.  How  much  do  you  lose  a  year?— We 
have  five  or  six  foreclosures  in  a  year. 

1349.  Is  not  that  good  evidence  of  the  sound  judgment  of  the  Board  cf  Directors 
^rhom  you  represent  ? — I  think  so. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod: 

1350.  Do  you  not  think  the  percentage  of  foreclosures  which  you  say  have  occurred, 
would  not  have  occurred  but  for  drink  ? — I  think  so. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

1351.  Then,  the  directors  do  not  prevent  men  from  having  loans  unless  they  drink 
more  than  they  can  afford  ? — Or  drink  so  as  to  affect  their  health. 

1352.  You  say  you  do  not  preclude  men  who  have  means  from  obtaining  loans  ? — 
A  labouring  man  bejomes  destitute  by  drinking. 

1353.  It  is  purely  a  matter  of  security  ? — Yes. 

By  the  Cfuiirman  : 

1354.  But  if  the  working  man  fails  to  make  his  payments,  the  company  loses 
nothing  ? — Sometimes  they  do. 

1355.  But  generally,  they  foreclose? — You  cannot  well  put  a  family  out. 


J.  B.  RYAN,  of  Halifax,  aflSrmed,  and  testified  as  follows  : — 
By  Judge  McDonald  : 

1356.  What  is  your  occupation? — Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures  for  the 
Halifax  district. 

1357.  What  is  the  extent  of  your  district? — It  includes  the  Counties  of  Hants, 
King's,  Halifax,  and  Lunenburg. 

1 358.  By  what  authority  are  you  appointed  ? — By  the  Dominion  Government. 

1 359.  How  long  have  you  held  the  position  ? — Nearly  six  years. 

1 360.  Will  you  state  briefly  your  duties  ? — They  are  to  inspect  all  classes  of  weights 
and  measures  in  my  district. 

1361.  How  often  do  you  inspect  them  ? — Once  in  two  years  when  we  can  manage 
it ;  and  when  we  cannot,  as  soon  as  possible  afterwards. 

1362.  Does  that  employment  lead  you  to  visit  different  sections  of  the  country  ? — 
I  have  to  visit  all  places  of  trade  within  the  district. 

1363.  Are  you  brought  in  contact  with  nflany  classes  of  people  ? — Yes. 

1 364.  Do  you  test  scales  used  for  weighing  hay,  farmers'  scales,  grocers'  scales  and 
druggists'  scales  ? — Yes  ;  all  classes  of  scales,  except  post-office  scales,  which  we  do  not 
inspect  unless  we  are  instructed. 
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1 365.  They  ai^e  issued  by  the  Government  1 — Yes. 

1366.  How  long  have  you  been  a  resident  of  Halifax  ? — Six  years. 

1367.  And  before  that,  where  did  you  live  ? — Truro,  and  other  parts  of  Colchester. 

1368.  Are  you  a  native  of  Nova  Scotia  ? — Yes,  of  Colchester  county. 

1369.  Have  you  for  years  been  engaged  in  temperance  work  ? — Not  very  much. 

1370.  But  to  some  extent? — Yes. 

1371.  Have  you  been  an  observer  of  what  goes  on  about  you  ? — I  have. 

1372.  Before  you  came  to  Halifax  to  live,  did  you  live  in  one  county  where  what 
is  known  as  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force  ? — I  lived  in  Colchester  where  it  was  doubtful 
whether  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force  or  not. 

1373.  Was  it  carried  by  the  people  ? — Yes  ;  but  there  were  some  technical  points 
raised  and  a  protest  was  made,  and  it  was  a  question  for  seven  years  whether  we  had 
the  Scott  Act  in  force  there  or  not. 

1374.  In  what  part  of  the  county  did  you  live  ? — In  Truro. 

1375.  Were  you  in  Truro  or  in  any  part  of  the  county  before  the  Scott  Act  was 
carried  ? — Yes  ;  for  years,  under  the  old  Nova  Scotia  License  Act. 

1376.  Was  there  much  intemperance  in  Colchester  County  under  the  old  license 
law  ? — I  have  always  seen  more  or  less  intemperance  where  liquor  was  sold  in  Colchester 
and  other  places,  but  I  do  not  know  that  there  was  more  there  than  anywhere  else. 

1377.  Did  you  notice  any  increase  after  the  Scott  Act  was  adopted? — I  do  not 
think  so. 

1378.  Has  there  been  any  increase  in  the  sale  of  liquor? — I  think  so ;  but  there 
is  an  increase  in  the  population. 

1379.  Are  there  more  places  where  liquor  is  sold  ? — Yes. 

1380.  Have  you  ever  seen  liquor  sold  there  openly  ? — I  have. 

1381.  In  shops  or  hotels  ? — Principally  in  hotels. 

1382.  At  an  open  bar? — Yes. 

1 383.  Are  there  any  shops  in  which  it  was  sold  or  exposed  for  sale  ? — I  have  seen 
them  some  time  ago. 

1384.  Then,  you  came  into  Halifax  under  a  license  law,  which  has  been  in  force 
about  six  years  ? — It  was  in  vogue  when  I  came  here. 

1385.  Have  you  been  sufficiently  an  observer  to  see  how  that  law  is  carried  out? — 
Yes  ;  I  have  mixed  with  the  people  in  Halifax. 

1386.  What  is  your  experience  as  to  the  working  of  the  system  under  which 
licenses  are  issued  in  this  city  :  does  it  work  satisfactorily  in  your  opinion  ? — I  do  not 
know  what  the  definition  of  satisfactorily  would  be  ;  I  know  they  sell  liquor  here  openly. 

1387.  Is  it  sold  by  the  glass  ? — It  is.     I  have  seen  it. 

1388.  In  places  that  were  licensed  ? — Yes. 

1389.  In  any  shop  or  any  places  that  were  not  licensed? — That  is  a  difficult 
question,  because  I  do  not  know  all  the  places  that  are  licensed. 

1 390.  In  the  six  years  you  have  lived  in  Halifax,  so  far  as  you  have  observed,  has 
there  been  an  increase  or  decrease  of  drunkenness,  or  does  it  remain  stationary  ? — I 
would  say  it  has  not  decreased. 

1391.  In  this  city,  under  the  license  law,  they  have  shop  licenses,  I  believe,  which 
do  not  allow  any  other  goods  to  be  sold  but  liquor.  Do  your  duties  call  you  to  inspect 
such  places  ? — Yes. 

1392.  In  what  way  ? — To  inspect  measures. 

1393.  As  the  result  of  your  experience  in  visiting  such  places,  were  you  led  to 
believe  that  the  license  law  is  fully  observed  ? — I  tbink  not. 

1394.  Have  you  anthing  to  do  with  inspecting  the  qualities  of  liquors  ? — No. 

1395.  You  are  not  in  a  position  to  say  whether  adulteration  exists? — I  do  not 
know.     I  am  not  an  expert  in  that  line. 

1396.  Have  you  formed  an  opinion  ? — I  have  found  bad  liquors  sometimes. 

1397.  And  liquor  that  appeared  to  have  been  adulterated? — Well,  to  my  taste,  it 
was  not  good  liquor. 

1398.  Then,  your  duties  also  call  you  into  King's  and  Lunenburg  counties,  as  well 
as  Halifax.  Is  either  of  those  counties  under  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  think  Lunenburg  is, 
and  probably  Eling's,  but  I  have  paid  so  little  attention  to  the  Scott  Act,  that  I  cannot  telL 
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1399.  You  travel  through  those  counties  regularly] — Yes. 

1400.  Is  there  any  sale  of  liquor  in  those  counties  ? — I  have  found  it. 

1401.  In  places  of  public  resort  ? — Yes. 

1402.  In  hotels  ?— Yes. 

1403.  In  shops  ? — I  never  saw  it  there. 

1404.  Was  a  secret  made  of  the  sale  of  it? — I  never  saw  any  secrecy. 

1405.  In  your  opinion,  would  a  Dominion  law,  prohibiting  the  importation,  iitanu- 
factui'e  and  sale  of  intoxicants,  excepting  such  as  were  required  for  medicinal  and 
mechanical  purposes,  be  desirable  ? — I  do  not  know  that  it  would. 

1 406.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  preferable  to  a  license  law  ? — I  do  not  know  that 
it  would.     It  might  be,  but  I  do  not  think  it  would. 

1407.  Have  you  given  it  consideration? — I  have.  I  have  seen  the  license  law  fail 
miserably,  but  I  do  not  know  that  prohibition  would  be  a  greater  success. 

1408.  Do  you  think  from  your  experience  that  a  general  law  of  that  kind  would 
be  efficiently  enforced  ? — I  do  not  know  that  it  would ;  I  cannot  say. 

1409.  But  in  your  opinion? — It  is  very  hard  for  me  to  form  an  opinion.  I  have 
seen  law  in  various  forms  applied  to  the  sale  of  liquor  and  the  prevention  of  the  drink- 
ing of  liquor,  but  I  have  never  seen  a  day,  though  for  years  I  did  not  drink  liquor  and 
belonged  to  a  temperance  organization,  when  people  whom  I  knew  could  not  get  liquor. 
That  is  my  experience  in  the  United  States  and  in  Canada. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod: 

1410.  You  lived  in  Colchester  most  of  your  life? — Yes. 

1411.  In  your  earlier  years,  was  there  a  great  deal  of  drink  sold  and  used  outside 
of  Truro  ? — Yes,  there  was. 

1412.  And  is  there  less  now  ? — I  think  not.  I  have  been  there  within  three  or 
four  year.*,  sometimes  monthly,  and  I  cannot  see  any  difference. 

1413.  Truro  has  increased  in  population? — Yes. 

1414.  You  think  the  increase  of  drinking  in  Truro  is  in  proportion  to  the  increase 
of  population  ? — I  think  so. 

1415.  Speaking  of  open  bars  in  Truro  :  do  you  refer  to  the  time  when  the  Canada 
Temperance  Act  was  in  force  or  since  ? — I  refer  to  any  time  when  there  was  anyone  there 
to  sell  liquor. 

1416.  There. were  always  open  bars? — Always. 

1417.  You  say  the  law  was  supposed  to  be  in  force,  but  there  was  some  difficulty 
growing  out  of  the  appeals  ?^ — There  was  some  litigation  which  arose  out  of  the  question 
whether  the  Scott  Act  was  passed  or  not,  and  then  there  was  free  rum. 

1418.  The  difficulties  in  enforcing  the  Act  arose,  then,  out  of  those  questions  ? — 
Yes,  to  a  large  extent. 

1419.  What  class  of  people  promoted  the  repeal  of  the  Scott  Act? — I  know  a 
gentleman  took  exception  to  it  and  entered  a  protest  on  the  day  of  the  Scott  Act  elec- 
tion, and  litigation  arose,  and  the  matter  continued  unsettled  for  seven  years. 

1420.  Who  promoted  the  repeal  agitation,  the  men  who  were  selling  openly,  or 
those  who  tried  to  enforce  the  law  and  failed  ?— I  think  the  temperance  people. 

1421.  What  motive  had  they? — I  suppose  to  suppress  liquor.  , 

1422.  They  wanted  to  repeal  the  Canada  Temperance  Act,  for  what  reason? — I 
think  the  Scott  Act  was  repealed,  but  I  do  not  know  the  motive. 

1 423.  You  do  not  know  that  the  motive  was  that  they  might  bring  the  county 
under  the  prohibitive  provisions  of  the  provincial  license  law  ? — I  do  not  know. 

1424.  You  find  the  same  number  of  open  bars  in  Truro  as  under  the  license  law  ? 
— I  find  under  the  Scott  Act,  as  before  and  since  wherever  there  was  liquor,  there  are 
the  same  people  or  other  people  selling  liquor  openly. 

1425.  Take  your  district  and  your  experience:  is  it  according  to  your  experience 
that  there  is  as  much  drinking  now  as  there  was  twenty  or  twenty -five  years  ago  ? — 
That  is  my  impr^sion,  I  regret  to  say,  from  my  personal  knowledge  in  travelling. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

1426.  Is  Truro  under  the  operation  of  the  provincial  license  law  now? — Yes. 
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1427.  The  same  as  Halifax? — Yes.  A  good  many  prosecutions  have  been  started 
within  the  last  few  weeks. 

1 428.  And  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  has  failed  ? — I  never  saw  a  law  bearing  on 
the  suppression  of  liquor  that  had  any  effect. 

1429.  Is  it  more  difficult  to  obtain  liquor  outside  of  Halifax  than  in  the  city? — I 
do  not  know  except  in  the  hotels,  and  I  do  not  see  any  difference  in  regard  to  them.  I 
see  people  drinking  in  the  hotels  right  along. 

By  tJie  Ovaiitnan  : 

1430.  You  have  not  found  that  the  prohibitive  enactment  known  as  the  Scott  Act 
has  prohibited  the  sale  of  liquor  ? — Not  to  my  knowledge. 

J5y  Mev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

1431.  Has  the  drinking  in  counties  which  are  under  license  law  been  checked 
within  the  last  twenty-five  years  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

By  Mr.  Gigault : 

1432.  You  spoke  of  your  experience  in  the  United  States.  Have  you  had  any 
experience  as  to  the  working  of  the  liquor  laws  in  the  United  States  ? — Yes. 

1432a.  Have  you  been  in  the  State  of  Maine  ? — I  have. 

Rev.  Dr.  McLEOD  objected  to  evidence  being  taken  in  reference  to  the  State 
of  Maine. 

Judge  McDONALD  objected,  for  the  following  reasons  : — 

1.  Taking  the  evidence  nf  a  person  in  reference  to  a  foreign  country  is  not 
germane  to  the  inquiry  at  the  present  moment  being  made  by  the  Commission. 

2.  It  is  impracticable,  upon  the  ground  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  Commission 
to  call  before  it  other  testimony  to  confirm,  qualify  or  contradict  the  evidence  of  the 
witness,  inasmuch  as  the  persons  who  could  do  so  are  beyond  our  jurisdiction. 

3.  If  the  Commission  itself  were  in  the  country  to  which  this  gentleman  is 
referring,  it  would  not  be  in  the  position  to  take  evidence  there,  and  it  should  not 
take  his  evidence  as  to  the  state  of  facts  there. 

4.  Any  evidence  in  regard  to  the  law  in  a  foreign  country  must,  by  all  rules  of 
law,  be  given  by  one  skilled  in  the  law  of  that  country — a  judge  or  advocate,  or  some 
one  of  that  kind,  and  it  does  not  rest  with  the  witness  to  tell  us  what  are  the  laws  of 
that  country. 

Mr.  CLARKE  :  I  think  we  should  obtain  all  the  information  possible,  and  as  this 
gentleman  has  been  permitted  to  refer  to  his  experience  in  Maine,  he  should  have  an 
opportunity  of  stating  what  that  experience  was. 

The  chairman  ruled  that  Mr.  Gigault  could  proceed  with  his  examination. 

By  Mr.  Gigault : 

1433.  What  experience  have  you  had  as  to  the  working  oh  the  prohibitory  law  in 
the  State  of  Maine  ? — I  do  not  know  that  I  had  much  experience  as  to  the  working  of 
it.     I  merely  stated  that  I  found  liquor  sold  there  and  drank  without  any  scruple. 

1434.  In  what  portion  of  the  state  of  Maine  ? — In  Portland  and  in  Augusta. 

1435.  Did  you  see  any  drunkenness  there  ? — I  did  not. 

1 436.  Were  liquors  drunk  on  a  large  scale  ? — I  cannot  say  how  large. 

1437.  Were  they  drunk  freely  ? — I  thought  quite  freely. 

1438.  Do  you  know  anything  as  to  the  quality  of  the  liquors  which  were  drank 
there ;  were  they  more  intoxicating  than  the  general  liquors  used  in  Canada  ? — I  do  not 
know  that  they  were.     I  am  not  a  very  good  judge  of  liquor. 

1439.  When  did  you  travel  through  the  State  of  Maine  ? — First  of  all,  eighteen  or 
nineteen  years  ago,  and  afterwards  about  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  ago. 

J.  B.  Ryan. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MINUTES   OF   EVIDENCE,    NOVA   SCOTIA.  83 

1440.  Did  you  travel  through  any  other  states? — Massachusetts,  New  York  and 
other  states. 

1441.  Were  liquors  sold  freely  in  those  States  ? — Very  freely. 

1442.  How  long  ago  were  you  in  those  States? — I  was  in  Massachusetts  in  1886.  I 
was  there  in  1865  and  in  1872,  and  in  1878  and  in  1881. 

1443.  Did  you  stay  there  a  long  time  on  each  occasion  1 — Yes ;  I  was  there  the 
best  part  of  two  years,  and  about  half  a  year  another  time,  and  thr  e  months  another 
time,  and  the  last  time  scarcely  a  week. 

1444.  In  t  e  State  of  Maine,  did  you  stay  long  ? — No  ;  but  I  did  in  Massachusetts, 
New  York,  and  San  Francisco  and  other  parts  of  California. 


CJ.  B.  McDOUGALL,  of  Halifax,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : — 
Bi/  Judge  McDonald : 

1445.  What  is  your  occupation  or  profession? — Importer  of  wines  and  liquors.  T 
am  also  a  distiller. 

1446.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Halifax  ? — Twenty-two  years. 

1447.  How  long  have  you  been  engaged  in  the  business  of  distilling? — Six  or 
seven  years. 

1448.  How  long  have  you  been  an  importer? — Ever  since  I  can  remember. 

1449.  To  take  one  branch  of  the  question  first  :  From  what  countries  do  you  im- 
port ? — From  different  countries,  largely  from  Great  Britain. 

1450.  And  from  continental  countries  ?— Yes ;  from  France  and  Spain,  Portugal 
and  different  countries,  according  to  the  different  articles  we  sell. 

1451.  Have  you  been  able  to  form  an  opini  >n  as  to  the  purity  of  imported  liquors, 
and  as  to  whether  they  are  liable  in  any  way  to  be  adulterated  ? — I  never  saw  any 
adulterated. 

1452.  No  complaints  have  been  made  to  you  in  that  respect? — Adulteration  is 
some  thing  that  is  chimei  ical. 

1453.  I  am  speaking'  of  adulterations  of  a  harmful  kind  ? — There  is  no  adulter- 
ation of  liquor  that  is  practically  poisonous.  Adulterated  spirit  means  a  practically 
pure  spirit,  or  it  means  a  spirit  five  or  eight  or  ten  years  old.  If  you  use  a  new  spirit 
right  from  the  still,  that  means,  according  to  some  people,  an  adulterated  whisky  ;  but 
if  you  use  one,  two,  three  or  four  years  olH,  in  fact  an  old  whisky  that  is  mellowed  by 
age,  people  say  it  is  very  fine  and  very  good. 

1454.  But  that  is  not  what  is  meant  by  adulteration.  The  idea  of  adulteration  of 
liquors  is  that  they  have  been  tampered  with  after  they  left  the  distillery.  I  am  only 
speaking  now  of  imported  liquors,  and  I  ask  you,  whether  you  believe  when  they  come 
to  you  from  foreign  countries  and  from  Great  Britain,  they  are  pure  when  you  i*eceive 
them  ? — We  get  them  only  from  first-class  distillers,  and,  as  we  know  the  sellers  through 
whom  they  pass,  they  must  be  pure. 

1 455.  You  are  convinced  of  their  genuineness  ? — Yes. 

1456.  What  liquors  do  you  manufacture  in  the  distillery  ? — We  only  manufacture 
two ;  rye  whisky  and  an  imitation  of  Scotch  whisky,  as  nearly  as  we  can  imitate  it. 

1457.  Is  it  called  white  or  Scotch  whisky  ? — We  call  it  Scotch;  it  is  made  prin- 
cipally from  barley  and  malt. 

1458.  In  the  manufacture  of  all  spirits,  do  we  understand  that  the  manufactured 
article  is  practically  under  the  Government  control  ? — Yes. 

1459.  From  the  distilling  point  until  its  issue? — Yes.  We  have  three  Government 
officers  on  the  premises. 

1460.  When  it  leaves  your  premises  it  is  what  we  would  call  pure  and  undiluted, 
and  nothing  is  mixed  with  it  ? — Yes.  It  is  actually  owned  by  the  Government  till  it 
leaves  the  distillery ;  after  it  leaves  the  distillery,  we  have  it  under  our  control. 
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ur  place  of  business  in  casks  and  barrels  ? — Yes,  and  we 

itumed  as  empties  ? — Yes. 

md  deleterious  substances  in  them,  which  substances  might 
e  have  never  done  so. 

as  the  question  of  adulteration  by  the  mixing  of  outside 
joncerned,  you  have  no  knowledge  of  any  such  practice 

reason  to  believe  it  exists  ? — No ;  I  do  not  think  it  would 

^pital  is  invested  in  your  manufacturing  business  ? — There 

I  Coi^Amission  how  many  men  are  employed  in  your  estab- 
iploy  a  lot  of  people  directly,  and  there  is  also  employment 
indirectly. 

works  themselves,  how  many  people  do  you  employ? — 
Ives  we  employ  nearly  forty  men. 

ployed  within  the  limits  of  the  city  of  Halifax? — Yes,  but 
sr  of  people  indirectly. 

f  course  in  a  manufacturing  enterprise  like  ours  there  are 
loyed.     For  example,  we  invest  a  certain  amount  of  money 

«rn  cooperage  ? — Yes.     In  repairs  people  are  employed  in 
►unt  of  money  is  expended.      For   instance,  we  had  to  put 
Lst  year,  and  a  large  sum  was  expended  ;  so  a  large  number  of 
lirectly,  as  well  as  directly, 
rs  and  draymen  ? — Yes. 

tin  do  you  purchase  ? — We  use  all  kinds,  malt,  barley,  com, 
portions,  according  to  the  liquors  we  manufacture, 
ise  all  of  these  ? — Yes. 

ires  to  show  how  much  corn  you  use  in  a  year,  or  can  you 
ly  bushels  altogether  you  use  in  a  year  ? — ^I  did  not  bring 
ceived  over  the  Intercolonial  Railway  last  year  of  different 
Then  we  bought  a  considerable  quantity  additional, 
tin  in  the  Province  ? — Yes.  The  corn  is  practically  all  from 
ar  we  had  a  few  carloads  from  Ontario,  but  very  few. 
Chicago,  and  all  the  rest  of  our  grain  ,is  from  the  Dominion 


our  barley  from  Nova  Scotia  ? — We  obtain  it  from  Prince 


do^ou  receive  malt  ? — We  obtain  that  from  Ontario, 
or  sections  of  the  country  does  your  output  go  ? — St.  John, 
3laces,  outside  of  Halifax. 

'  to  Europe  ? — No.  I  do  not  think  we  could  send  our  pro- 
compete  with  the  European  manufacturers.  We  send  to 
me  to  Quebec  and  Montreal. 

parts  of  the  Maritime  Provinces,  other  than  those  you 
sell  a  lot  in  Winnipeg,  if  we  could  furnish  it,  but  we  have 
>  so.     We  find  that  the  places  I  have  mentioned  absorb  all 

led  in  Halifax  for  a  great  number  of  years,  have  you  had 
the  operation  of  the  license  law,  which  has  been  in  force 
lad  every  opportunity. 
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1483.  Do  you  think  it  has  been  well  observed  since  it  came  into  force  ? — I  think  it 
has  been  well  observed,  according  to  the  wishes  of  the  people :  It  was  passed  by  a  few 
people  who  wanted  to  obtain  positions  as  members  of  Parliament  and  who  favoured  a 
few  temperance  people,  and  this  law  was  passed  against  the  overwhelming  wish  of  the 
whole  Province. 

1484.  Taking  the  law  with  its  various  provisions,  ai-e  you  able  to  say  whether  these 
provisions  are  carried  out  ? — They  are  not,  and  never  can  be  cariied  out,  not  while  the 
present  people  are  living.  . 

1485.  Then,  in  your  opinion,  what  is  the  cause  of  the  failure  to  carry  them  out? — 
Because  the  law  is  not  in  accord  with  the  wishes  of  the  people,  but  embodies  simply 
the^ views  of  a  few  legislators,  some  of  whom  are  pres.  nt  to-day,  and  who  are  afraid  to 
vote  for  a  proper  law  and  make  a  proper  law. 

1 486.  Your  answer,  then,  is  that  the  law  is  not  enforce  1  because  it  is  contrary  to 
the  sentiments  of  the  people  generally  1 — Yes,  and  every  sensible  man  will  say  so. 

1487.  So  it  is  not  observed  1 — No. 

1488.  Do  you  think  under  this  law  drunkenness  has  increased  or  decreased  ? — 
While  it  was  attempted  to  be  enforced,  I  think  drunkenness  increased ;  but  when  it 
repolved  itself  into  its  present  state,  I  think  drunkenness  has  really  decreased  under  it. 
People  have  bought  bottles  and  flasks  and  taken  them  away  to  consume.  Labouring 
people,  who  were  accustomed  to  buy  a  glass  of  beer  as  they  went  home,  could  not  buy 
that  pint  of  beer,  but  ha.l  to  buy  a  flask  of  whisky,  and  they  would  take  it  behind  a 
corner  and  drink  it,  as  I  have  seen  hundreds  of  them  do.  Every  one  must  be  of  the 
opinion  that  this  is  worse  than  a  man  spending  5  or  10  cents  and  getting  what  he  wanted 
and  then  going  home. 

1489.  At  present  the  law  is  not  observed,  and  the  people  can  get  drink  by  the 
glass,  we  understand  ? — It  resolves  itself  into  that. 

1490.  While  it  was  enforced  and  people  could  only  get  it  in  large  quantities, 
drunkenness  increased  1 — Yes,  decidedly  so. 

1491.  Do  you  know  whether  efforts  have  been  made  to  enforce  the  law  ? — I  do  not 
think  the  people  t  ought  it  was  wise  to  enforce  it.  It  wis  enforced  for  a  time,  but  it 
wa^  then  deemed  unwise  to  do  so  any  longer.  Enforcement  is  desirable  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent in  order  to  keep  th  ^  city  peaceable.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  modern  city  in 
the  world  more  quiet  and  peaceable  than  is  Halifax,  that  is  a  city  where  there  is  such  a 
large  number  of  the  army  and  nivy  and  travellers. 

By  tlie  Cluiirman  : 

1492.  Do  you  speak  of  the  present  time  or  of  a  past  time  ? — Of  the  present  time 
and  for  a  number  of  years  back. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

1493.  Have  you  had  any  personal  knowledge  of  the  working  of  the  Scott  Act  from 
visiting  counties  where  it  was  enforced  ? — In  some  counties  I  have  had  a  good  deal  of 
experience  of  the  Scott  Act.  Take  Kentville,  the  people  will  not  allow  the  Act  to  be 
enforced  there.  That  is  a  farming  district,  and  the  merchants  would  not  allow  the  Act 
to  be  enforced.  They  say  that  there  are  in  the  place  a  certain  number  of  hotels  which 
must  be  run  on  commercial  principles.  These  hotels  have  to  be  run  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  mercantile  community  anJ  kept  in  order,  and  run  as  if  they  were  licensed 
houses.. 

1494.  In  what  county  is  that  ? — In  King's  county. 

1495.  That  is  under  the  Scott  Act,  I  believe? — Yes ;  and  it  has  been  so  fo"  many 
years.  The  people  will  not,  however,  allow  the  Act  to  be  enforced.  They  say  they  want 
to  do  business,  and  if  they  did  not  offer  some  inducement  for  the  country  people  to 
come  in  by  having  nice  hotels,  they  would  have  no  one  coming  into  the  town.  They 
trie!  enforcement  and  during  that  period  grass  was  growinjj  over  the  streets.  Hotels 
are  now  run  and  every  thing  is  kept  as  orderly  as  it  would  be  under  a  license  system. 

1496.  Have  you  been  in  the  town  yourse'f  ? — Yes. 

1497.  Have  you  been  to  th^  hotels  there? — Yes. 
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\x  observed  whether  liquor  is  sold  there  ? — It  is  sold  as  openly  as  if 
used  on  each  and  every  day.  There  is  no  possible  restriction. 
:now  any  other  county  where  the  law  was  supposed  to  be  in  force, 
jold  at  the  hotels  ? — Yes  ;  it  is  pretty  much  the  same  all  over, 
ou  find  the  same  condition  ? — In  some  places  it  is  sold  not  quite  so 
t  Where  the  town  is  a  prosperous  one  and  where  there  is  lots  of 
3  hotels  in  full  blast. 

I  has  been  specially  mentioned  here,  the  town  of  Yarmouth  ? — I 
uth. 

II  been  at  Truro? — Yes. 

you  find  the  law  enforced  there  ? — In  Truro  it  is  enforced  about  the 

and  other  places. 

cQunty  is  Windsor  ? — In  Hants  county.     It  is  the   principal  town. 

iir  experience,  do  you  believe  that  the  cause  of  temperance  is  better 

ise  Act  or  by  the  Scott  Act  ? — Yes,  if  the  people  could  have  a  real 

'esent  prevails  in  Nova  Scotia.     For  the  present  Act  is  prohibitory. 

emember  the  old  License  Act  ? — Yes ;  it  was  a  good  Act. 

as  the  more  promotive  of  temperance  ? — I  think  the  old  Act.     A 

the  province  would  not  only  obtain  for  the  province  as  a  whole  a 
i  is  lost  now  through  the  recent  law  and  the  money  is  allowed  to 

as  costs,   which,  otherwise,  would  go  to  the  roads  and  bridges  ; 

a  more  efficient  law,  and  I  hold  that  it  would   be  better  to  have  a 
ise  Act  than  the  Act  at  present  on  the  statute-book, 
ich  an  Act  be  more  productive  of  temperancq  among  the  people  ? — 

would  conduce  to  the  establishment  of  first-class  hotels,  the  neces- 
ftnd  every  year  becomes  more  apparent.  Take  New  Glasgow  :  the 
ected  three  or  four  very  fine  hotels,  and  they  have  gone  to  very 
intain  th^m,  and  one  of  them  is  said  to  be  the  best  in  the  province 

These  hotels  should  be  able  to  sell  liquors,  within  proper  limits,  to 

;hink  that  a  general  prohibitory,  law  for  the  whole  Dominion,  passed 
of  Canada,  prohibiting  the  manufacture,  importation  and  sale  of 
except  such  as  might  be  required  for  medicinal  and  mercantile  pur- 
le  law  1 — You  could  not  carry  it  out.  If  it  were  passed,  the 
ve  to  appoint  about  ten  officials  where  there  is  one  at  the  present 
has  1,000  miles  of  sea  coast,  including  the  indentations  of  the  coast, 
ad  has  no  less  than  three  or  four  hundred  miles  of  sea  coast,  and 
must  have  many  thousands  of  miles.  If  you  can  explain  it  to  me 
keep  out  liquors,  when  France  has  the  Island  of  St.  Pierre,  I  shall 

ir  opinion  is,  that  such  a  law  is  not  desirable  ? — Such  a  law  could 
md  such  a  law  would  not  be  wise. 

be  efficiently  enforced  ? — No  ;  it  would  take  an  enormous  staflF  of 
I  to  enforce  it,  and  then  they  could  not  do  so  efficiently.  Look  at 
Inhere  they  manufacture  all  kinds  of  liquors.     There  is  nothing  to 

brought  in  all  along  the  United  States  frontier.     Their  whisky  is 
heir  duties  are  less,  and  there  would  be  little  difficulty  in  bringing 
1  be  kept  out  to-day. 
>uld  be  the  effect  of  a  prohibitory  law  on  the  business  interests  of 

take  away  about  50  per  cent  of  the  business,  because  it  would  all 

libitory  law  were  passed  by  the  Dominion  Government  ? — Yes  ;  the 

)  Montreal. 

ground  do  you  base  that  opinion  ? — There  is  not  sufficient  business 

Id  not  a  prohibitory  law  be  enforced  in  Montreal  as  well  as  here  ? — 
iness  is  in  that  quarter,  towards  the  head  centre.     One-half  the 

JGALL. 
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business  of  Boston  is  the  wine  and  spirit  trade,  and  if  you  hampered  that  trade  too 
much,  it  would  go  to  New  York. 

By  the  Clvairman : 

1516.  Why  would  a  prohibitory  law  send  business  from  Halifax  to  Montreal? — 
Because  small  traders  are  always  being  drawn  to  business  centres,  and  in  fact,  everything 
tends  towards  the  real  centre. 

1517.  Does  that  apply  to  all  business  ? — It  does  to  a  large  extent.  It  is  as  much 
as  the  people  can  do  now  to  hang  on  to  their  present  trade. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

1518.  You  have  said  that  if  the  importation,  manufacture  and  sale  of  liquor  were 
prohibited  throughout  the  whole  Dominion,  it  would  injuriously  aflFect  the  business  in- 
terests of  Halifax.  How  are  those  interests  helped  by  the  present  state  of  things  ? — It 
is  the  centraUzation  of  trade  on  a  certain  point.  The  man  who  purchases  liquor  obtains 
other  goods.  If  he  cannot  get  liquors  here,  he  will  obtain  them  elsewhere,  for  they  will 
be  smuggled  to  Montreal  to  a  greater  extent  than  to  Halifax. 

15ly.  Would  he  not  be  able  to  get  the  goods  here  ? — Liquors  would  be  smuggled 
more  by  the  river  St.  Lawrence  than  they  would  be  smuggled  to  Halifax. 

1519a.  You  think  that,  notwithstanding  a  prohibitory  law,  liquors  would  be  sold  in 
Montreal  ? — Certainly,  and  a  man  going  to  Montreal  for  liquors  would  purchase  other 
goods  there. 

1 5:^0.  Given  a  license  law;  which  permitted  the  same  privilege  of  selling  by  the 
glass  at  a  hotfl  or  saloon,  which  do  you  think  would  be  preferable? — I  think  what  would 
suit  the  peaple  of  this  province  altogether  would  be  the  licensing  of  hotels  to  sell  by 
small  quantities,  that  is  outside  of  the  city  of  Halifax,  and  to  have  in  each  and  every 
town  some  person  or  persons  to  whom  people  could  go  and  obtain  either  a  hotel  or  shop 
license.     That  was  th3  old  Nova  Scotia  law  when  I  was  a  boy. 

1521.  I  am  now  speaking  of  drinking  by  the  glass? — That  would  not  meet  the 
views  of  the  people  outside  of  Halifax.  This  is  a  distinct  city  altogether,  and  what 
would  suit  Halifax  would  not  suit  the  country  districts  as  well.  What  would  suit  the 
pro\inciB  of  Nova  Scotia  (and  as  Mr.  Gladstone  panders  to  the  people,  I  will  also  pander 
to  them)  is  to  h  ive  all  the  nice  hotels  licensed ;  but  I  do  not  think  they  would  care  about 
having  saloons  licensed. 

1522.  In  your  opinion,  outside  of  Halifax,  would  saloons  generally  be  considered 
less  desirable  than  licensed  hotels? — Yes  ;  outside  of  Halifax.  But  in  eacli  town  with 
a  certain  number  of  people,  it  is  desirable  there  should  be  shop  licenses,  the  number 
being  fixed  according  to  the  population. 

1523.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  there  would  be  shop  licenses  in  all  those  places 
where  men  could  buy  by  the  bottle.  Now,  taking  that  for  granted,  which  would  be 
preferable,  the  licensing  of  places  where  liquor  would  be  sold  to  be  drunk  on  the  pre- 
mises, or  licensing  of  hotels  in  which  liquor  would  be  sold  to  the  travellers  and  guests 
only  ? — I  think,  outside  of  Halifax,  hotel  licenses  would  be  most  desirable,  but  in  the 
city  we  require  saloons  as  well. 

1524.  There  people  can  buy  liquor  by  the  glass? — Yes;  because  hotels  cater  to  a 
different  class  ^^'^  »  first-class  hotel  does  not  want  soldiers  and  sailors  ;  their  presence 
conflicts  with  the  interests  of  the  hotel. 

1525.  So  you  think  that  for  a  city  like  Halifax,  both  licensed  hotels  and  saloons 
are  required,  and  that  outside  of  this  city,  hotels  alone  are  needed? — Yes. 

By  tits  Chairman : 

1526.  Would  you  have  three  classes  in  Halifax,  a  hotel  license,  a  grocery  license 
selling  by  pints  and  quarts  ;  and  a  saloon  license,  selling  by  retail  ? — I  think  it  should 
be  left  to  the  discrimination  of  the  people.  The  hotel  will  never  sell  any  thing  but  by 
retail,  because  no  one  would  ever  think  of  buying  a  bottle  of  brandy  at  a  hotel,  but  he 
would  always  go  to  a  grocery. 

1527.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  these  three  classes  are  desirable  or  necessary  in 
Halifax  % — I  should  think  you  could  make  two  licenses,  grocery  and  hotel. 
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By  Judge  McDonald : 

1528.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  any  part  of  the  country  where  shop  licenses 
were  granted  to  sell  by  the  glass  ? — Shop  licenses  have  not  prev«.iled  in  Nova  Scotia  for 
twenty-two  years.     My  father  had  the  last  one  in  the  whole  province. 

1529.  Then  you  have  not  had  experience  on  that  point  ? — There  has  not  been  a  shop 

"a  long  time.     I  remember  that  we  had  shop  licenses,  and  the  holder 
ess  than  a  bottle. 

ve  you  ever  considered  the  question  of  what  is  called  the  limitation  of  the 
ises ;  in  other  words,  do  you  think  it  desirable  to  give  a  license  to  every 
es  for  one,  or  is  it  desirable  in  the  interests  of  the  community  that  the 
ises  should  be  limited  ? — That  is  a  very  serious  question  to  consider,  and 
LOt  think  I  would  like  to  answer. 

ave  you  given  it  consideration  ? — No ;  the  Dominion  license  Act  restricted 
licenses.  It  legislated  a  great  many  people  within  the  business,  and  it 
icult  matter  at  the  time  to  determine  who  should  and  who  should  not 
nder  the  200  licenses  allowed.  When  you  legislated  out  three-fifths  of 
id  gave  licenses  to  the  remaining  two-fifths,  it  was  very  difficult  to  decide 
Bnses  should  form  the  three-fifths  that  were  taken  away.  I  prefer  not  to 
istion. 

•pose  the  license  law  were  being  enforced  for  the  first  time  in  a  community 
5re  no  vested  rights  to  be  dealt  with,  would  you  consider  it  well  to  have  a 
*,  or  to  give  a  license  to  every  applicant  ? — That  law  was  a  very  good  one. 
y  it  did  not  suit  the  local  circumstances? — It  did  not  suit  Halifax,  but  it 
was  wanted  in  Nova  Scotia.  It  was  not  suitable  for  Halifax,  because  it 
e  floating  population. 

sn  that  was  owing  to  your  local  circumstances  ? — Yes. 
t  advisable  that  the  license  fee  should  be  so  high  as  to  place  the  sale  of 
ihe  hands  of  a  limited  number — what,  is  called  high  license?  Do  you 
Id  be  promotive  of  the  interests  of  temperance  ? — If  the  people  want  to 
,  if  the  city  is  in  debt^  I  suppose  it  is  a  very  good  means  of  getting  a 
[  do  not  think  the  trade  should  be  made  a  monopoly.  I  think  a  good 
aot  be  objected  to  by  the  people  who  are  selling  at  the  present  time  ;  in 
>aying  a  fair  fee  now.     I  do  not  think  it  is  wise  to  make  any  business  a 

uld  the  efifect  of  limiting  the  number  of  licenses  and  charging  a  high  fee, 
0  hold  licenses  to  take  an  interest  in  seeing  that  the  law  is  observed  and 
it  down  ?  Have  you  had  any  experience  in  that  regard  ? — I  do  not  think 
uch  illicit  sale  under  the  present  regulations.  Illicit  sale  means  this,  to 
tent :  Parties  may  come  into  a  house,  even  though  it  is  selling  at  retail, 
•  three  bottles  of  whisky  ;  but  the  proprietor  cannot  ask  them  what  they 
with  the  bottles.  Even  in  an  hotel  a  party  may  buy  three  or  four  bottles 
take  them  to  his  room,  and  may  drink  it  or  sell  it ;  but  th^ vendor 
that  person  and  ask  him  what  he  is  going  to  do  with  the  liquor,  whether 
ell  it  or  drink  it  himself.     That  is  what  causes  a  great  deal  of  illicit  sale. 

e  Chninnan  : 

b  your  opinion  that  high  license  would  improve  the  character  of  the  places 

? — To  a  certain  extent  it  would,  i 

bringing  into  the  trade  men  who  would  more  strictly  observe  the  law  ? — 

tent,  I  suppose,  it  would,  but  I  never  thought  it  was  desirable  to  make 

anything. 

at  would  be  the  ejBFect  of  high  license  ? — It  would  tend  to  the  establish- 

Einciful  places,  I  daresay. 

ere  the  law  would  be  more  strictly  observed  ? — I  do  not  think  more  so 

sent  time.     The  law  has  to  be  strictly  observed  at  present ;  the  licensee 

iet  place,  or  he  majrlose  his  license. 

CDOUGALL. 
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1541.  Do  you  think  the  law  is  strictly  observed  in  Halifax  1 — You  have  to  maintain 
quietness  and  order. 

1542.  Would  high  license  reduce  the  number  of  places,  in  your  opiniod  ? — Yes  ;  to 
a  certain  extent. 

Bt/  Mr,  Gigault  : 

1543.  Do  you  know  if  there  is  any  smuggling  carried  on  now  ? — Yes  ;  a  great  deal 
too  much. 

1544.  Is  there  smuggling  on  a  large  scale  ? — There  is  considerable. 

1545.  And  what  is  the  quality  of  the  liquors  which  are  smuggled  1 — The  quality  is 
not  as  good  as  that  of  the  liquors  which  we  import,  but  it  is  fairly  good.  The  kind  of 
liquors  smuggled  is  simply  high  wines,  common  rum. 

1546.  Are  you  sure  thoie  liquors  smuggled  have  been  rectified  ? — The  rum  has  not, 
I  know  that. 

1547.  Then  does  it  not  contain  many  impurities  ? — It  does. 

1548.  Is  it  not  hurtful  to  the  public  health  ? — It  is,  but  still  it  enters  into  consump 
tion  very  largely  in  this  province. 

1549.  Suppose  we  had  a  prohibitory  law  adopted,  and  smuggling  was  carried  on  to 
-a  very  large  extent,  would  not  the  public  health  suffer  ?-— You  would  then  get  all  that* 
class  of  liquor  brought  into  the  country. 

1550.  This  liquor  which  is  injurious  to  public  health  would  be  used  ? — Yes.  If  we 
had  prohibition,  only  two  classes  of  liquor  would  be  smuggled,  high  wines,  pure  and 
simple,  or  plain  alcohol,  and  illicitly  distilled  rum — that  is,  rum  illicitly  distilled  at 
almost  every  point  of  the  West  Indies  and  not  rectified. 

1551.  What  machinery  do  you  use  in  your  distillery  to  rectify  your  alcohol? — We 
use  the  latest  improved  British  machinery. 

1552.  What  do  you  think  of  the  system  under  which  a  monopoly  of  the  sale  of 
alcohol  is  taken  and  controlled  by  the  Sttite,  as  in  Sweden? — I  do  not  know ;  it  is 
almost  too  large  a  question  to  answer  off-hand.  It  is  a  question  I  have  thought  of.  I 
do  not  think,  however,  the  people  are  educated  up  to  the  standard  of  having  the  State 
take  hold  of  such  a  business  as  that. 

1553.  Do  you  not  think  that  if  the  manufacture  and  importation  of  alcohol  was 
controlled  by  the  State  in  Canada,  we  would  obtain  liquors  more  pure  and  less  harmful 
to  the  public  health  than  at  present  ? — I  do  not  think  we  could  get  them  any  better  tlian 
we  have  them  now,  whether  the  State  control  the  sale  or  not.  There  are  a  great  many 
illicit  stills  in  this  province,  as  there  are  more  or  less  in  every  province  of  Canada.  The 
tariff  is  so  high  as  to  conduce  to  that  state  of  things. 

1554.  Do  you  believe  under  a  license  system  the  licensed  liquor  seller,  even  if  he 
were  under  the  control  of  the  State,  would  assist  in  punishing  violations  of  tlie  law, 
ilHcit  selling  or  illicit  distilling  ? — In  regard  to  illicit  distilling,  I  am  afraid  the  parties 
would  get  the  liquor  away ;  but  so  far  as  regards  illicit  selling,  it  is  all  illicit  selling  how 
outside  of  Halifax,  because  there  are  no  licenses  issued. 

1555.  If  there  was  a  good  license  law,  do  you  think  the  licensed  liquor  seller  would 
help  the  Government  officials  in  punishing  offenders  1 — Yes,  if  there  was  a  good  license 
law,  that  is  to  say  a  good  license  law  that  the  people  would  work  under,  not  such  a 
license  law  as  there  is  in  Nova  Scotia  to-day,  but  one  that  would  be  a  good  license  law, 
that  would  be  workable  and  passed  by  a  Legislature  that  had  some  common  sense.  I 
think  the  law  then  could  be  carried  out  and  enforced. 

1556.  Do  you  think  the  liquor  sellers  would  help  the  Government  to  punish 
offenders  ? — Yes,  it  would  be  the  interest  of  every  one  to  carry  out  the  law. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

1557.  Has  the  consumption  of  liquor  increased  or  decreased  in  Halifax? — I  think 
it  remains  about  the  same ;  of  coursa,  we  have  a  large  floating  population.  One 
thing  that  is  forgotten  is,  that  half  of  the  liquor  consumed  is  not  consumed  by  the  people 
of  Halifax,  I  might  say  that  more  than  half,  but  is  consumed  by  the  floating  population. 
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1558.  Has  your  business  increased  or  decreased  in  the  provinces  ? — It  is  about  the 
same.  It  depends  on  the  general  business  of  the  country.  It  is  not  so  good  this  year 
as  it  was  last,  I  am  sorry  to  say  ;  but  business  in  general  is  not  so  good. 

By  tJi^.  CJiairman : 

1559.  Is  it  a  fact  that  when  business  is  good,  the  people  drink  more? — Business  is 
not  so  good. 

By  Mr:  Clarke  : 

1560.  Do  you  send  any  of  your  manufactured  products  to  Charlottetown  1 — We  do. 

1561.  And  to  other  parts  of  Prince  Edward  Island? — Yes. 

1562.  And  also  to  New  Brunswick  ? — Yes. 

1563.  As  well  as  through  this  province  of  Nova  Scotia  ? — Yes. 

1564.  I  understand  that  there  are  only  two  licenses  issued  in  this  province  outside 
of  Halifax? — I  do  not  think  there  are  any.  There  are  two  in  the  county,  but  I  am 
speaking  of  outside  of  the  city  and  county. 

1565.  Then  the  consumption  of  liquor  is  not  decreasing  in  the  province  so  as 
to  affect  your  business  ? — The  greatest  obstacle  we  have  to  contend  against  is  smuggling. 

1 566.  Are  any  steps  being  taken  by  the  authorities  to  stop  it  ? — They  have  not 
taken  the  steps  they  should  have  taken. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

1567.  From  what  point  is  the  smuggling  carried  on? — From  St.  Pierre  and  the 
West  Indies. 

By  the  CJiairman : 

1568.  And  from  the  United  States? — Liquors  are  taken  from  the  United  States  to 
St.  Pierre  and  are  then  smuggled  in  here — high  wines. 

1569.  Is  it  your  view  that  the  spintuous  liquors  which  are  largely  consumed  in 
Halifax  are  live  years  old  ? — I  think  quite  so. 

1570.  Are  malt  liquors  used  more  or  less  than  forlnerly  ? — I  think  there  are  more 
of  the  domestic  manufactured  goods  consumed.  The  West  India  rum  is  gradually  going 
out  and  the  domestic  manufactures  are  coming  in. 

1571.  Are  ale  and  beer  largely  consumed  ? — Yes  ;  ale,  lager  beer  and  porter,  and  so 
forth,  and  domestic  whisky  is  taking  the  place  largely  of  what  we  formerly  consumed, 
West  India  rum.  To  my  mind  it  is  only  a  question  of  a  few  years  before  West  India 
rum  will  be  superseded  altogether. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

1572.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  the  (Government  practically  own  the  product 
of  your  establishment  up  to  a  certain  time.  Will  you  please  explain  this  statement  ? — 
They  have  it  under  their  control ;  we  cannot  take  it  out ;  it  is  under  the  lock  and  key 
of  the  officials,  and  the  Government  practically  own  it  from  the  time  the  grain  enters 
the  distillery  until  it  is  finally  shipped. 

1573.  You  said  there  were  three  Government  officers  In  charge? — Yes. 

1574.  Why  ?  -To  prevent  the  tirm  doing  anything  out  of  order. 

1575.  Does  the  Government  place  officers  in  charge  of  other  manufacturing  indus- 
tries in  Halifax  and  elsewhere  ? — Yes  ;  in  tobacco  factories. 

1576.  In  woollen  factories  ? — The  Government  does  not  raise  a  revenue  from  them. 

1577.  Clothing  factories  ? — No. 

1578.  Then  the  officers  are  in  charge  lest  something  wrong  be  done? — It  is  to  pre- 
vent anything  wrong. 

1579.  The  Government  seem  suspicious  of  the  trade,  -somehow  or  other? — How 
would  the  Government  know  how  many  gallons  of  whisky  were  produced  unless  they 
had  officers  there  ? 

1 580.  Would  they  not  take  your  statement  ? — Supposing  one  million  dollars  were 
placed  under  your  control,  and  you  were  left  alone,  there  might  be  crookedness — I  do  not 
say  there  would  be. 

C.  B.  McDouGALL. 
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1581.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  object  to  the  present  license  law.  Will  you 
state  as  briefly  and  clearly  as  possible,  what  is  your  view  of  the  bad  features  of  the 
law  ? — One  bad  feature  is  that  it  compels  a  man  to  buy  a  pint  of  whisky  when  he  only 
wants  one-eighth  part  of  it. 

1582.  Is  that  the  only  bad  feature  ] — That  is  one.  Another  bad  feature  is  that  it 
compels  a  man  to  get  two-thirds  of  the  people  to  sign  his  petition  for  a  license,  when 
there  are  always  one-sixth  part  of  khe  people  absent,  and  moreover  there  are  many  min- 
isters and  doctors  and  others  who  do  not  care  to  sign  such  petitions.  So  it  is  almost 
the  whole  number  of  the  people-  the  petitioner  has  to  get. 

1583.  Is  it  because  ministers  are  absent  that  they  do  not  sign  the  petition  ?  They 
do  not  generally  sign,  I  believe  ? — I  have  known  instances  where  they  have  signed. 

1584.  It  is  not  an  ordinary  practice  ? — No.     Doctors  have  done  so,  too. 

1585.  I  notice  that  the  statement  has  been  made  a  number  of  times  that  there  are 
only  two  licenses  in  Nova  Scotia,  outside  of  Halifax  city  You  sell  a  good  deal  through- 
out Nova  Scotia,  I  believe  ? — Yes. 

1586.  You  sell  to  unlicensed  persons? — Of  course,  we  have  to  do  so. 

1587.  Do  you  sell  to  unlicensed  persons  in  Halifax  also  ? — No. 

1588.  Is  that  because  there  are  licensed  persons  to  whom  you  can  sell  1 — Yes. 

1589.  Do  you  think  it  is  objectionable  to  sell  to  unlicensed  persons  anywhere  ? — In 
Halifax  it  is  different,  because  we  recognize  the  license  here  as  being  valid,  and  so  forth  ; 
but  outside  of  the  city  we  sell  to  nice,  respectable  people,  to  people  as  reputable  as  it  is 
possible  to  be,  who  keep  first-class  houses.  Some  of  them  are  worth  a  great  deal  oi 
money. 

1590.  They  are  carrying  on  business  against  the  law  ? — They  do  not  consider  so  ;  it 
is  not  the  law  of  the  mass  of  the  people. 

1591.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  are  they  not  doing  so? — The  law  is  on  the  Statute-book 
but  that  is  not  the  law  of  the  mass  of  the  people,  that  is  quite  sure. 

1592.  Do  you  think  that  every  man  should  be  a  law  unto  himself? — I  think  the 
law  of  the  community  is  that  under  which  a  man  lives. 

1593.  Do  you  think  the  unlicensed  men  in  Halifax  who  carry  on  illicit  trade  should 
be  brought  to  book  and  punished  ?  -Yes,  because  they  can  come  into  the  regular  licensed 
trade,  if  they  care. 

1594.  But  some  who  might  desire  regular  licenses  could  not  obtain  them  because 
they  could  not  get  the  requisite  three-fifths  of  the  residents  in  the  district? — Not  two- 
fifths  in  the  country,  but  two-thirds. 

1595.  Do  you  think  that  no  man  could  get  that  large  number  of  signatures  ? — In 
most  cases  they  have  never  tried,  because  they  feel  it  would  be  impossible  to  get  five- 
sixth  of  the  people  ;  you  could  not  get  five-sixths  of  the  people  to  vote  for  anything. 

1596.  Then  they  do  not  get  the  legal  number  of  petitioners  in  the  districts  in  the 
country  ? — I  do  not  think  any  one  in  the  country  has  attempted  it. 

1597.  So  people  sell  without  having  the  authority  of  law? — Yes. 

1598.  Do  you  think  these  should  be  punished? — I  do  not  think  so,  because  they 
could  get  a  majority,  but  to  get  five  out  of  six  is  impossible.  You  could  not  get  five 
men  out  of  six  to  do  anything  in  this  country. 

1599.  Do  you  sell  the  products  of  your  industry  at  Yarmouth  or  Colchester  ? — I 
have  never  done  business  at  Yarmouth  ;  I  have  at  St.  John. 

1600.  Do  you  sell  in  Prince  Edward  Island? — Yes. 

1601.  Do  you  sell  at  Digby  ?— No. 

1602.  Do  you  find  any  difficulty  in  making  collections  where  the  Canada  Tempe- 
rance Act  is  in  force?— ^Not  more  than  any  other  bus'ness ;  sometimes  a  man  fails. 

1603.  If  some  man  declines  to  pay,  could  you  collect  the  account  ? — We  never  had 
any  one  object  but  one. 

1604.  Did  you  collect? — It  was  a  case  in  Prince  Edward  Island.  I  am  collecting 
the  bill  now :  I  am  collecting  it  by  legal  process. 

1605  Does  the  man  live  in  Prince  Edward  Island  ? — Yes.  I  never  had  any  other 
case  of  that  kind. 

1606.  Are  there  times  when  the  orders  from  Scott  Act  communities  seem  to  fall  off 
a  little  ? — I  question  whether  they  do  in  volume,  no.     The  orders  become  smaller  some- 
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times,  because  the  people  do  not  want  to  carry  so  many  goods  at  one  time.  A  man  who 
would  buy  $500  worth  of  our  goods  at  one  time,  would  at  another  perhaps  buy  only 
$100  worth. 

1607.  You  were  in  the  same  business  in  1880? — I  was. 

1 608.  Was  the  sale  as  large  in  certain  parts  of  the  province  then  as  now  or  was  it 
larger  ? — I  think  it  was  about  the  same  ;  I  have  not  noticed  very  much  difference. 

1609.  You  spoke  a- )Out  the  financial  si  le  of  this  question,  that  if  licenses  were 
issued  all  round  they  would  produce  considerable  revenue  ? — S.)  they  would. 

1610.  And  you  said  ihis  revenu3  could  be  J'vooed  to  the  consi/ruction  of  roads  and 
bridgps.  What  proportion  of  th  3  revenue  from  icense.  fees  is  appropriated  to  roads  and 
bridges  in  Nova  8cotia ? — There  are  no  licens.^  lees  here. 

1611.  If  there  were  lie  nse  f  es? — In  old  fashioned  times  when  licenses  were 
granted,  all  this  m>ney  went  to  builJ  road^  and  bridges. 

1612.  I  w.is  not  aware  that  evejything  that  accru'^d  from  liquor  license  fees  was 
so  appropriated  ? — I  understand  it  was  so  in  the  old  times. 

By  tJie  Chairman : 

1613.  Do  you  mean  t hat  this  money  was  specially  applied  f o  •  that  purpose! — T 
believe  s^> ;  that  th  •  mon  'y  6btained  from  licenses  wa  special  y  applied  by  the  Councils. 
I  am  not  speaking  about  Halifax,  but  of  the  country  outside  of  the  city. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod :      ' 

16H.  Did  the  provincial  authorities  collect  the  license  fees? — No,  the  Councils 
did.  There  was  i  meeting  of  magistrates  held  in  each  county  town  a  id  the  licenses 
were  granted  and  the  fees  collected.  It  was  always  u  iderstood  that  this  money  was 
for  road  and  bridge  purposes. 

1615.  I  !»oticed  you  siid  thit  you  did  not  think  prohibition  could  be  enforced  ? — 
Yes. 

1616.  Why  not?— You  would  have  to  arm  the  officials  and  line  the  coast. 

1617.  Why  should  liquor  l>e  -old? — Because  th  '  people  will  have  it. 

1618.  You  think  the  manufactuiers  have  to  >u^ply  the  demand? — That  is  it. 

1619.  You  do  not  think  the  manufacturers  sometimes  create  a  demand? — No,  I 
do  not. 

1620.  You  think  illicit  sellers  are  not  a  good  class  in  a  community? — Tnat 
depends  in  what  community  you  have  them. 

1621.  In  Halifax  ? — I  question  whe*her  there  are  any  ;  I  ('o  not  know  of  any. 

1622.  Do  you  think  licensed  saloons  themselves  are  a  L,ood  thing? — I  think  they 
are  a  necessaiy  evil ;  I  think  they  are  a  necessity  as  well  a^  other  things.  If  you  eat 
too  much  <f  anythng  it  is  an  evil. 

1623.  I  suppose  you  understand  that  the  saloons  have  some  relation  to  he  police 
court  r.  cords  and  to  diunkenness? — Suppose  we  ha* I  no  saloons,  there  woul  •  still  be 
drunkenness. 

1624.  You  think  there  is  drunkenness? — I  think  there  is  very  little  of  it  in  the 
city,  counting  the  population  and  the  character  of  it. 

1625.  Do  you  think  that  the  saloons  can  be  relieved  from  responsibility  in  connec- 
tion with  that  drunk  nness  and  the  crmes  that  g  ow  out  of  it ;  have  they  any  responsi- 
bility for  it  ? — That  is  a  very  difficult  question  to  answer,  for  this  reason  :  I  mi<*ht  go 
out  and  buy  a  case  of  whisky  at  a  wholesale  place,  ^nd  I  might  drink  the  liquor  and 
commit  crime.     I  do  not  think  the  saloon  Nxould  be  responsible  for  it. 

1626.  Would  the  case  of  whisky  have  any  thing  to  do  with  it? — Yes;  if  I  com- 
mitted a  crime.  It  is  too  broad  a  question  to  answer  conclusively  ;  I  would  not  care  to 
answer  it. 

1627.  As  t<>  the  trade  :  is  that  too  broad  ? — Crime  is  committed  out  of  every  thing, 
opium,  tobacco  and  other  things. 

1628.  I  ask  you  this  question  particularly  for  the  reason  that  I  understood  you  to 
say  that  the  saloon  would  promote  temperance.     Did  you  say  that  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

1629.  That  the  licensed  trade  would  promote  temperance? — Yes  ;  I  say  so. 
C.  B.  McDouGALL. 
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1630.  Whether  by  saloon  or  hotel  bar  or  shop  license/  a  license  system  would  pro- 
mote temperance  ? — I  think  so. 

1631.  Had  it  occurred  to  you  that  the  saloon  was  in  any  way  allied  to  intemper- 
ance, drunkenness  and  the  like  ? — There  is  no  true  saloon-keeper  who  will  ever  make  a 
man  drunk.     I  never  saw  one. 

1632.  That  is  not  what  he  keeps  a  saloon  for? — No.  It  is  as  obnoxious  to  a  man 
who  sells  whisky  to  have  a  man  drunk  on  his  premises  as  it  is  to  the  man  who  dpes  not 
sell  it.  because  it  is  not  desirable. 

1633.  It  never  occurs  to  the  saloon-keeper  when  a  man  has  got  drunk,  that  if 
he  did  not  sell  liquor,  the  man  could  not  get  drunk  1 — It  is  one  of  the  luxuries  of  life, 
and  people  desire  some  luxury,  in  this  world. 

1634.  Do  you  think  the  saloon,  the  hotel  bar,  the  licensed  shop,  in  any  form  and  in 
any  way  promcites  the  morality  and  the  moral  welfare  of  the  community  in  which  it  is  ? — 
You  are  asking  a  very  broad  question. 

1635.  And  it  can  be  answered  by  a  monosyllable? — You  would  scarcely  ask  me  to 
answer  such  a  question  as  that.  I  do  net  think  I  will  attempt  to  answer  it.  To  a  cer- 
tain extent  it  does,  and  to  a  certain  extent  it  does  not.  Take  the  sale  of  beef  in  Hali- 
fax :  whether  it  conduces  to  health  or  not  depends  upon  the  quality  and  quantity  people 
eat  I  can  ask  you  a  heap  of  questions  you  cannot  answer.  I  could  put  you  on  tk^e 
track  of  a  lot  of  material  that  has  been  sold,  in  Halifax,  pork,  hundreds  of  carcasses, 
and  if  coiy  man  should  tell  me  that  the  sale  of  pork  would  conduce  to  the  welfare  of 
the  people,  I  would  say,  no ;  but  the  people  do  not  know  it.  I  could  not  answer  the 
question  you  ask,  because  it  is  too  broad. 

1636.  You  said  something  about  the  state  of  morals  among  the  people.  What 
proportion  of  your  output  is  sold  to  the  Garrison  canteen  ? — Directly  we  sell  nothing. 
Doing  a  wholesale  business,  we  sell  to  jobbers. 

1637.  And  the  middlemen  sell  to  the  canteen  ? — I  suppose  so.  We  do  not  seek 
any  trade  of  that  kind. 

1638.  I  understood  you  to  say  you  import  all  the  corn  you  use,  that  none  is  pro- 
duced in  Canada  ? — Some  of  it,  a  very  small  percentage.  The  com  generaUy  speaking 
comes  f  i*om  the  United  States,  but  all  our  other  grain  we  buy  in  Canada. 

1639.  Speaking  of  the  barley,  oats,  rye  and  com,  which  do  you  use  in  the  largest 
quantity,  corn  ? — About  an  equal  proportion.     ' 

1640.  What  is  the  amount  of  com  imported  by  you  annually? — Perhaps  fifty  per 
cent  of  the  whole. 

1641.  And  that  is  wholly  imported  ? — Some  is  from  western  Ontario. 

1642.  What  percentage  is  grown  in  Canada  ? — What  Ve  have  received  from  Canada 
was  as  an  experiment. 

1643.  Practically  you  are  importing  all  your  corn  so  far? — Yes  ;  up  to  the  present. 

1644.  But  you  are  experimenting  with  Canadian  com? — Yes. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

1645.  How  has  it  turned  out,  very  well? — Yes. 

1646.  Will  you  buy  more  this  year? — Yes. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

1647.  Given  the  sale  of  beef  and  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor  :  which  causes  the 
greater  injury  to  mankind? — If  you  take  either  one  in  moderation,  it  is  splendid. 

1648.  Taking  the  sale  of  beef  and  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor,  which  causes  the 
greater  injury  to  mankind  ? — Beef  stands  at  the  head  of  everything. 

1649.  I  will  take  pork  ? — I  think  pork  does  great  harm.  I  think  they  run  in  about 
the  same  scale. 

By  the  Chairman : 

1650.  The  question  has  been  put  to  you  as  to  whether  the  saloon  was  really  a 
benefit  or  an  evil ;  and  you  did  not  answer  the  question  dy'ectly.  Now,  is  it  your 
opinion  that  if  the  saloon  and  hotel  did  not  exist,  there  would  still  be  consumption  of 
alcoholic  liquor  ? — There  would  be. 
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1651.  The  removal  of  the  saloon  and  hotel  would  r^pt  remove  the  consumption  of 
liquor  1 — It  would  not. 

1652.  Would  it  decrease  the  amount  of  drunkenness? — It  would  increase  the 
amount  of  drunkenness  decidedly,  because  there  would  then  be  consumption  in  a 
surreptitious  manner. 


WILLIA3I  GORDON,  of  Halifax,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : — 

By  tlie  Chairman  : 

1653.  You  are  foreman  in  Mr.  McDougall's  establishment,  I  believe? — Yes. 

1654.  How  long  have  you  held  that  position  ? — Six  or  seven  years. 

1 655.  Are  you  a  resident  of  Halifax  ? — Yes. 

1656.  How  long  have  you  been  so? — Six  years  fully. 

1657.  Where  did  you  reside  before  you  came  to  live  in  this  city  ? — In  Scotland. 

1658.  Then  you  came  to  this  country  about  six  years  ago  ? — Yes. 

1659.  Have  you  been  in  Mr.  McDougalFs  employment  the  whole  time  ? — Yes. 

By  Mr.  Gigatdt: 

1660.  What  is  about  the  quantity  of  alcohol  you  produce  yearly? — From  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  thousand  to  two  hundred  thousand  proof  gallons  is  about  our  capacity. 

1661.  What  machinery  do  you  use  in  rectifying  your  alcohol? — We  use  what  is 
known  as  CojBFey's  patent  still. 

1662.  Before  the  alcohol  is  rectified,  does  it  contain  many  impurities? — Yes. 

1663.  What  length  of  time  does  it  take  to  rectify  about  one  hundred  gallons  of 
alcohol  ? — We  rectify  five  thousand  gallons  in  from  six  and  a  half  to  seven  hours. 

1664.  What  is  the  strength  of  your  alcohol  after  it  is  rectified? — Sixty-five  to 
sixty-seven  over  proof. 

1665.  When  it  is  rectified,  is  it  considered  to  be  pure  wine  alcohol  ? — Pure,  but  not 
absolute  alcohol. 

1666.  Could  you  make  it  absolutely  pure  ? — Yes,  by  chemical  process. 

1667.  Would  it  take  a  much  longer  time  ? — Yes ;  it  is  accordingly  impracticable. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

1668.  By  which  you  mean  it  would  be  too  expensive  ? — Yes. 

By  Mr.  Gigatdt :     * 

1669.  What  is  the  percentage  of  impurities  it  contains  when  you  deliver  it  for 
consumption  ? — I  do  not  know. 

167<).  What  percentage  of  impurities  does  your  alcohol  contain  after  it  has  been 
rectified  ? — It  contains  no  impurities ;  it  has  only  water  in  it,  if  you  consider  that  an 
impurity. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

1671.  1  understand  it  is  reduced  from  sixty -five  over  proof  by  the  addition  of 
water  ? — Yes,  by  the  addition  of  distilled  water. 

By  Mr.  Gigatdt : 

1672.  As  it  is  not  absolutely  pure,  must  it  not  contain  some  impurities  ? — I  said  it 
was  not  absolute  alcohol — alcohol  from  which  all  water  had  been  excluded. 

1673.  Is  the  alcohol  which  you  obtain  pure  alcohol  ? — Yes. 

1674.  Do  you  know  if  there  is  a  great  deal  of  smuggling  carried  on  around  here  ? 
I  could  not  say.     The  papers  report  cases  now  and  then. 

1675.  Do  you  believe  there  is  some  difference  as  regards  purity  between  liquors 
which  are  smuggled  and  the  liquors  you  rectify  yourself  ? — There  is  very  liable  to  be  a 
difference. 

C.  B.  McDouGALL". 
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By  the  Chairman : 

1676.  You  have  no  personal  knowledge  on  the  subject  ? — No. 

1677.  In  regard  to  the  smuggled  spirits  ? — That  smuggled  into  the  country  would 
not  be  very  pure. 

1678.  It  would  not  be  so  pure  as  that  sold  through  properly  licensed  distilleries  ? — No. 

1679.  And  with  regard  to  that  which  is  smuggled  into  this  country  from  St. 
Pierre,  originally  from  the  United  States,  what  have  you  to  say  ? — They  have  rectified 
and  unrectified  spirits,  'fend  it  depends  on  which  was  bought.  If  they  send  in  rectified, 
it  is  quite  a  good  enough  article. 

1680.  From  your  own  knowledge,  can  you  give  any  information  about  iti — No. 

1681.  You  only  speak  from  hearsay*? — ^That  is  all. 

By  Mr.  GigavXt  : 

1682.  Mr.  McDougall  has  spcken  of  rum  that  was  not  rectified.  Do  you  think 
that  rum  is  very  hurtful  to  health  ? — I  do  not  know. 

1 683.  Being  unrectified,  is  it  not  liable  to  contain  many  impurities  ? — If  it  is  not 
rectified,  it  will  contain  impurities. 

By  the  Cliairman  :  • 

1684.  Can  you  tell  thd  Commission  anything  of  the  affect  upon  persons  of  taking 
unrectified  rum  1 — I  am  afraid  it  gives  them  a  headache  in  the  morning. 

1685.  Would  the  effect  be  to  make  the  person  intoxicated  very  rapidly? — It  would 
make  him  sick. 

1686.  Would  it  affect  his  stability? — Yes ;  a  small  quantity  would  do  so. 

1687.  Do  I  understand  that  a  comparatively  small  quantity  of  unrectified  spirits 
would  be  very  pernicious  ? — Yes. 

1688.  Why  is  that  ? — It  contains  fusel-oil  and  other  essential  oils. 

1689.  Which  are  in  themselves  harmful? — They  are  considered  unhealthy. 

1690.  Poisonous  ? — They  are  considered  poisonous  to  a  certain  extent. 

1691.  Therefore,  the  supervision  of  the  rectification  of  spirits  is  a  very  important 
matter  ? — Yes. 

1692.  How  long  does  the  spirit  you  manufacture  in  Mr.  McDougalFs  distillery 
remain  under  the  charge  of  the  Government  before  it  is  vended  to  the  public  ? — The  law 
compels  us  to  keep  it  two  years  ;  we  may  keep  it  as  much  longer  as  we  Hke. 

1693.  During  that  time  it  is  under  the  charge  practically  of  representatives  of  the 
Government  ? — Yes. 

1694.  That  is  the  reason  why  the  Government  officers  are  kept  in  your  distillery  ? 
-Yes. 

1695.  And  the  duties  are  paid,  when  ? — We  can  ship  duty  paid  or  ship  in  bond  to 
licensed  warehouses  in  town  or  elsewhere. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod  : 

1696.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  fusel-oil  and  other  essential  oils  are  poisonous, 
and  that  the  drinking  of  unrectified  spirits  would  have  a  very  quick  and  bad  effect. 
Does  any  portion  of  the  fusel-oil  and  ofher  oils  remain  after  the  rectifying  process  has 
been  completed  ? — Not  if  it  is  properly  carried  out. 

By  the  Chairman : 

1697.  Is  not  the  object  of  retaining  the  spirit  two  years  in  order  that  it  may  be 
purified  ? — It  is  mellowed  and  becomes  more  palatable. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

1698.  Does  any  evaporation  take  place  during  those  two  years? — Yes. 

1699.  What  evaporates  ? — It  is  a  kind  of  oxygenization  that  goes  on. 

1700.  Making  it  less  injurious  and  more  palatable  at  the  end  of  two  years  ? — Yes, 
that  is  my  opinion. 

The  Commission  adjourned. 
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HALIFAX,  July  27th,  1892. 

The  Commission  met  this  day  at  11  a.m.,  Sir  Joseph  Hickson,  Chairman,  presiding. 

Present  : 

Judge  McDonald.  .  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod. 

Mr.  K  F.  Clarke.  Mr.  G.  A.  Gigault. 

ROBERT  PICKFORD,  of  Halifax,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  aa  follows  :— 
By  the  Cliairman : 

1701.  I  understand  you  are  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  ? — Yes. 

1702.  Are  you  a  resident  of  Halifax  ? — Yes. 

1703.  How  long  have  you  resided  here? — I  was  bom  here. 

1704.  Have  you  lived  here  all  yoilr  life  ? — Yes. 

1705.  What  is  your  special  profession  or  occupation? — I  am  steam-boat  owner  and 
agent. 

1706.  How  long  have  you  been  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade? — Two  years; 
this  is  my  second  year  as  President. 

1707.  Were  you  at  any  time  previously  President? — I  was  Vice-President  for 
twelve  years  before  that. 

1708.  Have  you  any  knowledge  as  to  the  amount  of  capital  invested  in  the  liquor 
business  in  this  city  ? — I  have  not. 

1709.  Have  you  any  idea  as  to  what  proportion  it  bears  to  the  total  assessed  value 
of  property  in  the  city  ? — None  whatever. 

1710.  Have  you  any  information  as  to  the  number  of  people  who  are  employed  in 
the  brewing  establishments,  distilleries  and  hotels  ? — No. 

1711.  From  your  personal  observation,  is  the  law  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  liquor 
observed  in  Halifax  ? — Well,  I  think  so,  to  a  very  large  extent. 

1712.  Can  you  tell  the  Commission  if  drunkenness  has  increased  or  decreased  in 
recent  years  ? — From  my  experience  I  should  say  most  decidedly  it  has  decreased,  and 
that  moral  suasion  has  done  more  than  any  other  remedy  ever  will  do  to  reduce 
drunkenness. 

1713.  Have  you  at  any  time  had  any  experience  of  the  operation  of  what  is  known 
as  the  Scott  Act,  i.  e.,  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  ? — No,  I  have  had  no  per(>onal 
knowledge  of  the  working  of  it. 

1714.  You  have  not  lived  in  any  district  where  it  was  in  force? — No. 

1715.  Have  you  ever  visited  any  of  the  counties  where  the  Act  was  in  force? — ^I 
have  not  been  in  the  way  of  gaining  any  information  in  regard  to  it.  I  have  never 
particularly  interested  myself  in  the  matter. 

1716.  Would  the  entire  prohibition  of  the  liquor  traffic,  viz.,  the  importatioh, 
manufacture  and  sale  affect  the  business  interests  of  the  city  prejudicially  or  otherwise  ? 
— Certain  classes  of  business  would  certainly  be  affected,  that  is  to  say,  those  which  are 
intimately  connected  with  the  product ;  but  I  do  not  see  that  it  would  affect  any  others. 

1717.  Then  it  would  not  affect,  in  your  opinion,  general  business? — I  do  not  see 
that  it  could. 

1718.  Would  it  reduce  the  employment  of,  for  what  we  call  for  want  of  a  better 
term,  the  labouring  classes  ? — Most  decidedly  it  would  to  some  extent. 

1719.  And  the  owners  of  distilleries  and  liquor  shops — I  think  that  is  the  name 
here — of  course  contribute  to  the  revenue  of  the  city  ? — Very  materially. 

1720.  Have  you  any  idea  to  what  extent? — I  have  not. 

1721.  We  have  been  told  that  the  amount  paid  for  licenses  is  about  $10,000  a  year : 
do  you  know  definitely  what  proportion  of  the  city  revenue  that  would  be  ? — A  very  small 
proportion. 

Robert  Pickford. 
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1722.  Pive  per  centi — Certainly  not  more,  I  think4 

1723.  Then  you  cannot  tell  what  the  taxes  paid  by  those  establishments  i 
or  what  proportion  they  form  of  the  city  revenue  1 — I  cannot.  As  a  matter 
I  do  not  think  that  should  enter  into  the  matter  at  all.  If  there  is  any 
obtained  by  the  abolition  of  the  tax  or  the  non-collection  of  the  tax,  cei 
amount  collected  from  it  is  not  worth  considering. 

1724.  May  I  ask  whether  in  your  opinion  a  Dominion  law  prohibiting 
facture,  importation  and  sale  of  intoxicants,  except  such  as  may  be  required 
cinal  and  mechanical  purposes,  would  be  desirable  ? — No,  most  decidedly  not. 

1725.  Please  state  your  reason  for  entertaining  that  opinion  ? — I  think  ; 
is  to  be  done  by  moral  suasion.  I  have  been  coniiected  with  business  enter 
the  employment  of  men  since  1855,  and  I  see  so  marked  a  difference  in  the  c< 
things  daring  the  last  quarter  of  a  century  that  I  cannot  help  coining  to  the 
that  as  moral  suasion  has  done  so  much,  the  best  interests  of  the  community 
served  by  continuing  in  that  course  in  preference  to  prohibition. 

1726.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  if  such  a  prohibitory  law  were  enacted,  ii 
efficiently  enforced  ? — I  feel  confident  it  would  not  be  enforced,  that  it  woul< 
lutely  impossible  to  enforce  it  in  a  country  such  as  ours. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod :  ^ 

1727.  I  understood  you  to  say  that,  in  your  opinion,  the  change  in  th 
habits  of  the  people  was  due  to  moral  suasion  almost  entirely  ? — I  did. 

1728.  Do  you  think  that  legalizing  the  drink  traffic  interferes  with  the  effo 
who  are  using  moral  suasion  % — No,  I  do  not  think  so.  I  may  say,  so  far  as  mji 
concerned,  that  I  think  high  license  is  by  all  odds  the  best  mode  of  carrying  on 
traffic.  That  is  my  personal  opinion  ;  at  the  same  time  I  wish  it  understood  t 
not  studied  the  matter  very  much.  I  only  know  what  the  effect  is  among  a 
men.  I  employ  a  large  amount  of  labour,  and  the  class  of  labour  which 
materially  and  perhaps  more  than  any  other  class  by  the  use  of  intoxicants. 

1729.  Do  you  .find  your  business  interfered  with  by  the  drinking   hab 
employees? — Not  at  all ;  and  in  this  respect  matters  are  quite  different  from 
were  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago. 

1730.  There  is  a  difference  as  regards  men  getting  drunk  ? — We  have  no  i 
I  very  seldom  see  an  intoxicated  man  on  our  premises,  among  those  we  emplo 

1731.  So  you  do  not  suffer  from  the  drinking  habits  of  your  men  ? — Not 

1732.  You  stated  that  you  did  think  the  prohibition  of  the  liquor  tn 
not  interfere  with  general  business  but  only  with  the  business  of  the  ti 
and  you  thought  it  would  reduce  the  chance  of  employment  for  labouring  men. 
suppose  those  labouring  men  who  are  engaged  in  liquor  manufacturing  or  in 
therewith  would  not  be  able  to  find  employment  elsewhere,  if  the  liquor  trade 
hibited  % — I  think  so.  I  am  only  speaking  from  the  point  of  view  that  there 
tain  amount  of  work  to  be  done  and  a  certain  number  of  men  are  doing  it. 

1733.  Reference  was  made  to  the  sum  of  $10,000  being  received  as  1 
from  the  trade  in  the  city  :  could  you  form  any  estimate  of  the  average  recei 
liquor  establishments  per  day  ? — Not  the  slightest. 

1734.  Do  you  discriminate  at  all  in  employing  men  as  between  those 
and  those  who  abstain? — We  would  not  have  dnnkers  about  us.  I  ha^ 
quarter  of  a  century  in  business,  and  during  all  that  time  I  never  had  but 
whom  we  had  to  discharge  for  drunkenness,  and  he  was  a  drinker  before  he 
my  employ.  Among  our  shipmasters  I  never  had  but  one  whom  I  had  to  die 
that  reason,  and  as  regards  our  other  employees  I  do  not  remember  ever  disch 
on  that  account. 

1735.  If  you  knew  a  man  was  a  hard  drinking  man  you  would  not  empl 
No. 

1736.  That  would  not  be  owing  to  your  moral  views  on  the  questioi 
purely  business  reasons  ? — It  is  a  matter  of  business.  The  man  who  drinks 
valuable  to  us. 
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By  Judge,  McDonald  : 

1737.  What  do  you  mean  by  a  drinking  m%n?  Do  you  mean  a  man  who  takes  a 
glass  of  wine  once  a  week  ? — Certainly  not.  By  a  drinker  I  mean  a  man  who  drinks  so 
that  he  is  unfit  to  do  his  work  and  is  under  the  influence  of  liquor. 

Bi/  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

1738.  Do  you  mean  a  man  who  is  liable,  by  reason  of  his  drinking  habits,  to  prac- 
tically lose  control  of  himself,  even  at  not  very  frequent  intervals,  but  is  liable  to  do  so  at 
some  time,  and  he  is  therefore  less  trustworthy  ? — I  would  warn  such  a  man  once,  but 
he  would  never  need  a  second  warning.  I  would  not  discharge  such  a  man  for  the  first 
offence,  but  I  would  for  the  second. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

1739.  Would  you  make  it  a  condition  of  a  man's  employment  that  he  should  be  a 
total  abstainer  ? — No ;  I  am  not^  tot&l  abstainer  myself,  and  never  was. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

1740.  Yet  you  will  not  have  a  drinking  man  who  is  on  that  account  untrust- 
worthy ? — That  is  just  it. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

1741.  Would  you  have  any  one  else  in  your  employ  who  was  addicted  to  practices 
that  rendered  him  unfit  to  do  his  work  1 — Certainly  not. 

1742.  An  opium  eater  for  example? — No  man  who  is  not  fit  to  do  his  work. 

1743.  So  long  as  a  man  did  his  work  you  would  not  make  particular  inquiries  as 
to  his  habits  afterwards;  so  long  as  he«came  to  his  work  promptly  and  in  health  to  do 
his  work  every  morning? — I  think  an  employer's  duty  goes  a  little  beyond  that  where 
he  has  a  lot  of  young  men  about  him.  If  an  employer  has  reason  to  suppose  that  a 
young  man  in  his  employ  is  not  spending  his  hours  properly  after  the  business  portion 
of  the  day  and  is  getting  into  the  way  of  being  drunk,  I  think  it  is  his  duty  to  check 
him.  But  so  far  as  the  work  is  concerned,  if  a  man  does  his  work  that  is  all  we  are 
supposed  to  get  out  of  him,  that  is  what  we  contract  for  ;  at  the  same  time  a  man  who 
is  constantly  mis-spending  his  time  after  business  hours  will  in  a  very  short  time  be 
unable  to  attend  to  business. 

^y  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod: 

1744.  Have  you  had  any  experience  of  the  existence  of  a  saloon  or  saloons  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  places  where  your  men  are  employed  ? — They  are  all  round  us  ;  I  think 
there  are  in  that  vicinity  more  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  city.  I  do  not  think  any 
of  our  employees  frequent  bara  during  business  hours. 

1745.  They  do  not  trouble  you  in  that  respect  ? — No.  I  have  had  no  experience  with 
drinking  men,  having  discharged  but  one  since  I  commenced  business. 

By  Mr.  Gigatdt : 

1746.  Do  you  think  any  smuggling  of  imported  liquors  is  carried  on? — I  think 
whenever  there  are  high  duties  imposed  on  any  classes  of  imported  goods,  there  is  more 
or  less  smuggling. 

1747.  If  we  hcul  a  prohibitory  law  in  force,  do  you  think  smuggling  of  liquors 
would  increase  ? — Most  decidedly.  I  think  there  would  be  almost  as  much  liquor  drank 
under  a  prohibitory  law  as  there  is  to-day,  because  a  lot  of  men  then  would  drink  from 
bravado. 

1748.  You  have  stated  that,  in  your  opinion,  a  prqhibitory  law  could  not  be  enforced 
and  consequently  would  fail.  Do  you  believe  the  constant  violation  of  a  law  leads  to  the 
per\'ersion  of  the  moral  sense  of  the  people  ? — Most  decidedly  it  does. 


Robert  Pickford. 
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HERMAN  M.  HIRSCHBERG,  of  Toronto,  commercial  trav 

Rev.  Dr.  McLEOD  objected  to  this  witness  being  heard  at  thii 
ing  grounds : — Other  witnesses,  residents  of  Halifax,  and  who  hav< 
attend,  are  waiting  to  give  evidence ;  and  it  is  not  right  to  take  tl 
who  has  no  knowledge  of  the  province  or  the  working  of  its  laws,  e 
gained  by  occasional  hurried  trips  through  the  country.  If  he  shoi 
Commission  in  the  town  or  province  where  he  resides,  no  objectu 
hearing  him. 

Evidence  of  witness  was  then  proceeded  with. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

1749.  In  the  discharge  of  your  duties  sus  commercial  traveller,  ^ 
— I  travel  in  the  Maritime  Provinces  and  in  Ontario. 

1750.  Do  you  travel  through  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia  ? — ^ 

1751.  Also  through  New  Brunswick  and  Prince  Edward  Islan< 

1752.  Through  what  parts  of  Nova  Scotia  do  you  travel? — I  t 
towns ;  I  visit  the  Annapolis  Valley,  Halifax,  Yarmouth,  Digby,  Ai 

1 753.  Do  you  go  to  Cape  Breton  ? — No  ;  but  outside  of  that;  ] 
the  province. 

1754.  In  travelling,  where  are  you  in  the  habit  of  stopping?— 
in  fact  always. 

1755.  Have  you  had  an  opportunity  of  forming  an  opinion  of 
is  commonly  called  the  Scott  Act  in  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia  ?- 

1756.  Will  you  please  state  to  the  Commission  what  the  result 
that  Act  has  been,  so  far  as  you  have  seen  it,  as  to  prohibiting  or 
sale  of  intoxicating  liquor  I — I  have  never  been  in  one  town  where  t 
force  where,  if  I  wanted  it,  I  could  not  get  a  drink.  I  have  never 
enforced  in  any  town  in  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia  where  it  w 
force. 

1757.  Is  liquor  sold  openly? — In  most  places,  yes.  In  other 
sneak  in  through  a  hole  in  the  wall  or  something  of  that  style,  but 
get  it. 

1758.  Can  you  say  anything  as  to  the  quality  of  the  liquor  sold 
am  a  very  good  judge,  but  I  do  not  think  the  liquors  are  the  best,  f 

1759.  Have  you  in  any  place  where  the  Act  was  in  force,  seen 
cases  exhibited  in  windows  of  shops  ? — I  think  I  have  in  some  plac 
designate  them.     Of  course  in  some  towns  they  have  what  is  called 

1760.  Then  from  what  you  have  seen  you  consider  the  prohi 
Scott  Act  are  not  well  carried  out  ? — They  are  not. 

1761.  Are  you  able  to  express  any  opinion  as  to  whether,  in  ca 
tory  law  for  the  Dominion  of  Canada  were  passed,  a  law  to  prohib 
importation  and  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  except  for  medicinal  and  i 
it  could  be  successfully  carried  out  ? — From  my  observation  as  a  tn 
most  decidedly. 

1762.  Would  the  evidence  you  have  given  in  regard  to  the  stat 
Scotia  apply  to  New  Brunswick  and  Prince  Eklward  Island  ? — Yes. 

By  the  Chairman : 

1763.  What  is  your  pcurticular  line  of  business? — I  am  in  the  ci 

1764.  Are  you  a  member  of  any  temperance  society  ? — No,  and 

1765.  Are  you  a  total  abstainer? — No. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

1766.  Will  you  please  state  why  you  give  testimony  here  to-daj 
a  member  of  the  Commission  about  the  Scott  Act  in  Nova  Scotia 
say  that  I  considered  it  was  a  farce.  That  gentleman  wanted  to  knc 
would  not  go  before  the  Commission  and  say  so.     I  said  I  would  go. 
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1767.  Were  you  requested  I — ^No. 

1768.  You  were  subpoenaed? — No. 

1769.  You  volunteered? — I  volunteered  to  a  member  of  the  Commission. 

1770.  At  the  suggestion  of  a  member  of  the  Commission? — Not  at  his  suggestion. 

1771.  I  understood  you  to  say  so?— It  was,  why  people  would  not  go;  it  was  not^ 
why  I  would  not  go,  for  I  had  not  had  an  opportunity. 

1772.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  are  not  a  total  abstainer  ?-r- Yes. 

1773.  And  that  in  towns  and  other  places  where  the  Scott  Act  is  supposed  to  be  in 
force,  you  have  never  found  any  difficulty  in  getting  drink  ? — Not  if  I  wanted  it.  I 
might  modify  what  I  have  stated  by  saying  that  at  one  town  some  two  years  ago  I 
wanted  a  little  drink  of  something,  and  I  could  not  get  it.     That  was  at  Annapolis. 

1^74.  In  some  of  the  towns  in  which  you  were,  I  understood  you  to  say,  drink  was 
to  be  had  openly,  and  in  others,  you  had  to  creep  through  holes  and  corners,  and  people 
desiring  drinks  had  to  sneak  through  certain  places.  Have  you  been  a  party  to  that  ? 
—Yes. 

1775.  Have  you  done  some  of  the  sneaking? — Yes,  I  am  sorry  to  say  it  was  neces- 
sary. 

1776.  You  have  knowingly  and  deliberately  been  a  party  to  the  violation  of  the 
law  ? — I  have. 

1777.  You  knew  that  that  person  selling  the  liquor  was  selling  it  in  opposition  to 
the  law  and  subjected  himself  to  penalties  ? — Yes. 

1778.  And  you  were  a  party  to  that  violation? — Yes. 

1779.  You  were  not  at  all  deluded  into  it ;  but  it  was  done  of  deliberate  purpose  ? 
— Yes,  of  deliberate  purpose. 

1780.  Do  you  think,  therefore,  you  are  in  a  position  to  give  credible  evidence  as  to 
the  non-enforcement  of  the  prohibitory  law  ? — Yes. 

1781.  You  say  that  in  those  places  where  the  law  is  generally  enforced,  it  is 
violated  because  some  persons  are  determined  to  break  the  law,  and  some  others  are 
determined  to  assist  them  in  breaking  the  law  ? — I  did  not  say  so. 

1782.  Will  you  please  state  what  you  said  ? — I  say  the  law  is  a  farce  in  a  country 
where  there  are  bars,  and  there  are  bars  all  over  the  Maritime  Provinces  and  all  over 
Canada.  I  should  like  to  modify  my  statement  to  a  certain  extent  as  regards  what  you 
call  breaking  the  law  deliberately  ;  my  business  is  to  a  large  extent  with  liquor  sellers. 

1783.  You  sell  what?— I  sell  cigars. 

1784.  It  takes  you  among  illicit  liquor  sellers  and  others  ? — Yes,  among  taverns. 

1785.  Do  you  think  because  you  sell  to  illicit  sellers,  you  must  help  them  to  be 
such  ? — No,  not  necessarily  ;  I  do  not  say  that. 

1786.  Did  it  ever  occur  to  you  that  you  were  a  violator  of  the  law  when  you  pur- 
chased from  any  illicit  seller  ? — Yes. 

1787.  Did  you  have  any  compunction  about  it? — Yes,  I  have  had. 

1788.  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  that. — I  think  it  is  the  most  demoralizing  thing  in 
the  world  for  a  man,  if  he  wants  a  drink,  to  have  to  sneak  behind  a  comer  to  get  it. 

1789.  What  is  your  idea  of  the  success  of  a  law,  when  is  it  a  law  ? — When  it  is 
enforced. 

1790.  What  do  you  mean  by  enforcement? — ^When  it  is  lived  up  to  by  the  people 
in  the  towns. 

1791.  Whom  do  you  call  the  people  in  the  towns? — I  call  the  people  in  the  towns 
the  majority. 

1792.  Of  course  some  people  are  determined  to  drink,  law  or  no  law.  Do  you  con- 
clude, therefore,  that  the  people  of  the  town  are  not  living  up  to  the  law  ? — No,  unless 
the  people  who  i^^ant  to  drink  are  in  the  majority,  and  in  my  experience  they  are  always 
in  the  majority. 

1793.  Then  how  does  it  come  about  that  the  majority  of  the  people  have  adopted 
such  a  law  as  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  ? — For  the  reason  that  you  cannot  get  the 
people  to  come  up,  and  say  they  want  a  drink,  and  say  it  publicly  and  openly. 

1794.  Do  you  suppose  that  people  who  want  a  drink  vote  to  make  their  chance  of 
getting  drink  illegal,  and  to  make  it  illegal  to  sell  the  same  ? — They  do  not  vote  at  aU, 

Herman  M.  Hirschberg. 
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they  stay  at  home,  and  they  let  what  are  called  the  "  cranks  "  pass  a  law  and  run  the 
town  to  suit  themselves. 

1795.  Do  I  understand  you  to  mean  that  the  men  who  want  to  prohibit  the  trade 
are  the  workers,  and  all  other  men  are  not  workers  ? — No. 

1796.  So  your  idea  of  the  enforcement  of  the  law  generally  is  as  you  have  stated 
it  ? — I  do  not  understand  you. 

1797.  That  is  to  say,  that  if  there  are  persons  who  desire  to  violate  it,  and  persist 
in  attempting  to  do  so,  and  see  no  danger  in  violating  it,  then  such  a  law  is  not  enforced  ? 
— If  there  is  a  law,  it  should  be  enforced. 

1798.  If  there  are  failures  to  enforce  the  law,  is  the  law  therefore  not  enforced] — 
No. 

1799.  Do  you  say  this  concerning  the  liquor  law? — I  cannot  say.  I  am  not 
sufficiently  versed  to  be  able  to  say  why  it  is  so,  but  it  is  so.  I  have  made  a  statement 
in  regard  to  the  liquor  law  from  my  experience,  and  I  have  never  seen  the  Scott  Act  en- 
forced either  in  the  Maritime  Provinces  or  in  any  part  of  Canada. 

1800.  But  when  some  few  people  violate  any  other  law,  you  do  not  say  that  law  is 
not  enforced  ? — The  people  have  not  the  natural  desire  to  break  other  laws. 

1801.  Is  it  because  it  is  not  a  liquor  law? — Very  probably. 

1802.  Are  you  a  total  abstainer? — No,  nor  a  drunkard  either. 

1803.  Have  you  ever  been  in  Fredericton? — Yes. 

1804.  Have  you  ever  got  drink  there? — All  I  wanted. 

1805.  Without  any  difficulty  ?— No  difficulty. 

1806.  Do  ^ou  think  the  law  is  enforced  there  ? — No. 

1807.  You  know  all  about  it  ? — I  know  one  man  went  to  jail. 

1808.  Who  was  he«— Mr.  Edwards. 

1809.  Any  others? — I  believe  the  proprietor  of  the  Barker  House. 

1810.  That  is  the  extent  of  your  knowledge  of  Fredericton? — No. 

181 1.  You  do  not  know  that  five  others  were  in  jail  as  well  as  Mr.  Edwards  ? — Five 
years  ago  you  could  not  stop  there  because  everybody  was  in  jail ;  we  did  not  stop  there 
because  there  were  no  places  at  which  to  sleep. 

1812.  You  say  everybody  was  in  jail  because  six  rum-sellers  were  there? — Every- 
body who  kept  hotel  was  in  jail. 

1813.  You  do  take  a  drink  ? — I  have  had  beer  since  I  was  ^ve  years  old. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

1814.  One  of  the  questions  asked  was,  whether  you  are  a  drinking  man,  and  I 
understand  your  answer  to  be  that  you  are  not  a  drinking  man  in  the  sense  of  being  a 
man  who  drinks  to  the  extent  of  injuring  yourself  ? — That  is  it  exactly.  !f  am  not  a 
drinking  man  in  the  sense  in  which  the  majority  of  the  temperance  people  use  the  term 
**  a  drinking  man.  " 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod: 

1815.  You  do  drink? — Yes;  I  was  never  drunk. 

1816.  Is  that  according  to  the  definition  of  the  temperance  man,  or  according  to 
your  own  definition  ? — According  to  any  sound  man's  definition — according  to  the  defini- 
tion of  any  man  who  is  able  to  judge  whether  a  man  is  sober  or  drunk. 

By  Mr,  Gigavlt :  ^ 

1817.  Have  you  been  in  Charlottetown,  Prince  Edward  Island  ? — Yes,  I  have  just 
come  from  there. 

1818.  Are  liquors  sold  there? — Yes.  A  new  law  came  into  force  there  on  1st  July, 
by  which  any  one  can  sell  liquor  under  certain  conditions.  The  seller  is  obliged  to  have 
only  one  door  to  his  premises,  a  front  entrance,  no  screen  in  front  of  the  door  and  no 
blind  on  the  window,  so  that  it  is  possible  from  the  street  to  see  any  one  drinking  in 
the  establishment.     I  believe  that  is  the  present  law  in  Charlottetown. 

1819.  Were  you  in  Charlottetown  before  Ist  July  ?— A.  Yes,  in  May  last  year. 

1820.  Was  liquor  sold  there  freely  ?— Yes. 
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r.  McLeod: 

)u  were  there  before  Ist  July  and  liquor  was  sold  freely,  what  law 
I  could  not  say ;  I  believe  the  Scott  Act. 

eve  that  when  you  were  there  in  May  last  and  liquor  was  sold 
b  was  in  force  1 — Yes. 

%rke ; 

interested  in  the  liquor  trade  in  any  way  ? — No. 

only  interested  in  it  so  far  as  it  affects  the  sale  of  your  cigars? — Yes. 

e  no  further  interest  in  it  ? — No. 

g  have  you  travelled  in  either  of  these  provinces  ? — Off  and  on  for 

s. 

r  general  experience  in  the  counties  and  cities  which  you  have 

he  Scott  Act  was  in  force,  was,  that  there  was  very  little  difficulty, 

liquor,  if  you  wanted  it  ?— Yes. 

tivman  .* 

)U  made  the  statement  that  every  one  in  Fredericton  was  in  jail,  did 
le  hotel  people  to  whom  you  sell  cigars  were  in  jail  ? — I  believe  that 

t  what  you  intended  to  say  ? — That  was  the  intent  of  my  answer, 
r.  McLeod: 

ig  ago  was  that  ? — I  cannot  say.  I  believe  five  or  six  years  ago, 
0  far  as  I  know,  I  was  not  there  at  the  time,  so  I  cannot  say.  I 
istory  of  Fredericton  the  law  was  so  pushed  that  there  were  no 
ial  travellers  to  stop  at— I  know  that  from  hearsay.  I  also  know 
stomer  of  mine  has  been  m  jail. 


REDERTCK  COURTNEY,  D.D.,  Lord  Bishop  of  Nova  Scotia, 
ax,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : — 

McDonald : 

ig  have  you  resided  in  Nova  Scotia? — Four  years  and  a  little  more, 
u  during  the  whole  of  that  time  been  Bishop  of  the  diocese  ? — Yes. 
itand  that  previous  to  that  time  you  were  in  the  United  States  ? — I 

finally  you  were  from  England,  I  believe  ? — Yes.  I  have  also  been 
few  York. 

ur  occupancy  of  the  see  of  Nova  Scotia,  during  four  years,  have  you 
I  observing  the  habits  of  the  people  generally  ? — Yes,  very  fairly  so. 
er  the  province,  and  also  the  province  of   Prince  Edward  Island, 
jurisdiction. 

»u  found  that  the  people  appear  to  be  of  temperate  habits  ? — On  the 
d  say  so,  certainly. 

ntemperance  prevails,  or  as  a  means  of  preventing  intemperance,  do 
lized  prohibition  would  be  an  efficient  remedy  ? — No. 
o. 

a  kindly  state  your  reasons  for  holding  that  opinion? — The  con- 
e  is  not  in  a  condition  to  enforce  the  law.  It  would  enforce  it  in 
t  it  would  not  enforce  it  practically,  and  as  prohibitionists  wish  to 

HiRSCHBERG. 
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1840.  Would  a  Dominion  law  prohibiting  the  manufacture,  importation  and  sale 
of  intoxicants,  except  such  as  may  be  required  for  medicinal  and  mechanical  purposes, 
be  at  present  desirable  ? — No. 

1841.  In  your  opinion,  if  such  a  law  were  enacted,  could  it  at  present  be  effectively 
enforced  ? — No. 

1842.  As  chief  minister  and  pastor  of  the  Church  of  England  in  this  province  and 
in  Prince  Edward  Island,  will  you  kindly  state  to  the  Commission  what,  in  your  view, 
would  be  the  best  means  of  preventing  intemperance  1 — I  am  afraid  I  might  possibly 
add  to  the  list  of  those  whom  the  previous  witness  called  cranks.  I  do  not  think  I  am 
quite  prepared  to  answer  your  question  immediately.  I  did  not  know  that  such  a 
question  would  be  asked  of  me.  That  question  seems  to  cover  pretty  well  the  whole 
ground  intended  to  be  covered,  as  I  understand  it,  by  the  Commission,  and  the  whole 
ground  of  the  subject  of  the  proper  and  reasonable  control  of  what  is  called  the  liquor 
traffic.  To  answer  that  question  would  take  very  much  longer  time  than  either  you  or 
I  have  at  our  disposal  this  morning.  I  cannot  profess  to  try  this  morning  to  sketch 
out  what  I  think  ought  to  be  the  law  with  respect  to  dealing  with  the  liquor  traffic.  I 
may  say,  perhaps,  this :  that  I  do  not  know  in  what  particular  the  law  of  the  Dominion 
of  Canada  differs  from  the  law  of  the  United  States  with  respect  to  the  liquor  traffic. 
But  when  I  was  in  Boston  I  was  a  member  of  the  Citizens  Law  and  Order  League, 
which  was  organized  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  enforcement  of  the  present  law. 
Their  programme  was  not  to  get  the  law  altered,  but  to  get  the  provisions  of  the  law 
enforced.  That  was  not  prohibition ;  it  was  regulation.  There  is  a  prohibition  of 
sale  to  minors  under  any  condition.  A  working  man  cannot  send  his  child  under  age 
to  buy  liquor  without  the  law  being  broken,  and  the  publican  who  sells  the  liquor  being 
liable  to  be  proceeded  against  for  a  violation  of  the  law.  There  were  several  other  pro- 
visions of  the  law  which  we  found  were  not  enforced,  and  the  League  was  set  on  foot 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  enforcing  the  existing  statutes,  and  even  to-day  that  is  found  to 
be  exceedingly  difficult;  but  an  enormous  amount  of  good  was  done,  and  many  pro- 
visions of  the  law  that  were  practically  dead  letters  up  to  that  time  are  very  living 
letters  now.  I  do  not  know  how  far  such  an  organization  would  be  a  desirable  one  to 
have  here,  because  I  do  not  know  what  differences  or  similarities  may  exist  between 
the  law  in  the  United  States  and  the  law  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada.  But  perhaps  I 
may  be  allowed  to  say,  in  regard  to  prohibiti9n,  this,  and  to  answer  your  question  in 
the  shortest  way  possible,  by  merely  a  monosyllable.  I  do  not  conceive  it  to  be  in  the 
interests  of  the  people  that  any  law  (I  am  not  talking  now  of  the  liquor  traffic)  should 
be  upon  the  statute-book  which  the  conscience  of  the  community  will  not  endorse.  It 
weakens  the  majesty  of  the  law  in  the  estimation  of  the  whole  population,  and  it  is 
most  desirable,  perhaps  I  may  say  especially  so  in  the  present  case,  that  the  majesty  of 
the  law  should  in  no  sense  be  weakened,  and  in  no  particular  be  weakened,  in  the 
minds  of  the  people.  With  respect  to  the  liquor  traffic  itself  and  the  possibility  of  a 
prohibitory  law,  it  is  notorious  from  what  I  have  been  told,  even  much  more  than  what 
I  have  observed,  because  I  have  Jiad  opportunities  of  observing  the  operation  of  the 
Scott  Act  in  many  places,  that  it  is,  I  will  not  say  a  dead  letter,  I  will  not  say  a 
failure,  but  it  is  not  observed,  and  that  breaches  of  it  are  shown  in  all  sorts  of  direc- 
tions, and  that  places  which  are  supposed  to  be  under  the  Scott  Act  are  places  where, 
as  the  previous  witness  stated,  people  can  get  liquor.  I  suppose  that  will  be  the  case 
anywhere  and  under  any  circumstances,  for  some  people  in  the  community  always  will 
drink,  and  will  always  find  means  of  getting  it,  even  if  they  have  to  run  the  chance  of 
being  punished.  It  has  been  said  with  respect  to  the  Maine  liquor  law,  that  prohibi- 
tion does  not  prohibit.  In  one  sense  it  is  true ;  in  another  sense  it  is  false.  Prohibi- 
tion does  prohibit  a  great  many  people  who  otherwise  would  engage  in  the  traffic, 
either  in  the  way  of  filing  or  in  the  way  of  buying ;  but  it  does  not  prohibit  in  the 
sense  of  shutting  liquor  out  from  all  the  towns  in  Maine,  so  that  people  who  go  there, 
like  the  previous  witness,  who  want  drink,  can  not  get  it.  They  can  get  it  in  all  sorts  of 
ways.  So  it  is  just  the  same  thing,  as  I  understand  it  to  be,  if  my  information  be 
correct,  and  if  my  information  is  incorrect  my  inference  is  also  incorrect,  in  regard  to 
the  Scott  Act.  We  have  tried  to  solve  this  question  in  the  United  States,  where  I 
r^ded  1 2  years,  and  we  tried  to  do  so  in  all  my  three  places  of  residence — New  York, 
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Chicago  and  Boston.  Chicago  was  the  first  to  lead  the  way,  and  the  people  there  tried 
high  Ucense.  The  wine,  spirit  and  beer  license  was  placed  at  $1,000  a  year,  and  the 
beer  license  alone  I  think  at  $500.  I  am  almost  sure  I  am  right  in  my  figures,  and  I 
am  quite  sure  it  went  up  to  $1,000.  The  idea  was  that  by  enacting  such  a  high  license 
law  you  would  restrict  the  sale  to  the  hands  of  proper  people  and  they  of  reputable 
character,  and  that  as  they  had  to  pay  so  high  a  license,  they  must  of  necessity  respect 
themselves  by  gi\ing  all  who  want  drink,  and  that  does  not  mean  drunkards— of 
course  drunkards  would  demur  more  than  any  one  else — the  opportunity  to  come  to  their 
establishment,  and  they  (the  licensed  dealers)  would  look  to  it  that  what  are  called  illicit 
sellers  would  be  prosecuted.  It  has  not  stopped  illicit  selling,  and  in  this  way  it  re- 
sembles in  its  practical  working  a  prohibitory  law,  but  it  has  reduced  it  tremendously. 

1843.  That  answer  shows  the  eflfect  that  tlie  limitation  of  the  number  of  licenses 
would  have  ? — If  you  ask  about  limiting  the  number  of  licenses,  I  say  that  undoubtedly 
the  number  of  licenses  should  be  limited  according  to  population  :  I  say  that  without 
the  slightest  doubt.  At  one  time  in  a  street  in  Boston  there  was  not  less  than  twenty- 
four  places  for  the  sale  of  liquor  within  a  very  short  distance.  Sometimes  there  were 
two  together  or  alongside  of  one  another ;  and  when  I  say  a  short  distance,  the  length 
of  a  comparatively  short  street. 

1844.  Was  that  in  Boston? — Yes,  and  that  was  one  of  the  things  the  League  was 
seeking  to  check.  This  large  number  of  houses  was  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Milk  street. 
It  was  seen  near  the  Boston  and  Albany  and  the  Old  Colony  depots.  There  was  a  very 
large  number  also  between  the  Boston  and  Albany  on  the  one  side  and  the  Boston  and 
Providence  on  the  other. 

1845.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  Church  of  England  Temperance  Society,  from 
your  own  experience  ? — Yes,  we  had  a  similar  organization  in  the  United  States  which 
dropped  the  name  England  and  was  called  the  Church  Temperance  Society.  Three 
pledges  were  given.  The  first  waS  for  total  abstinence,  the  second  was  a  pledge  of 
abstinence  from  certain  kinds  of  liquors — I  forget  exactly  whether  wine  or  spirits,  I 
think  the  drink  was  to  be  limited  to  wine  and  beer ;  and  the  third  was  a  pledge  of 
moderation  in  the  use,  that  is  to  say  restraint  in  the  use  of  liquor.  This  plan  was 
adopted  in  England,  where  it  was  originated  by  the  Church  of  England  Temperance 
Society,  and  it  was  intended  to  assist  those  who  were  in  favour  of  self-control  in  the 
matter  of  drinking,  whether  they  were  total  abstainers,  or  what  were  called  moderate 
users.  It  has  worked  exceedingly  well,  except  for  this  fact,  that  I  think  there  is  a 
general  feeling  that  the  total  abstainers  are  more  persistent  in  their  endeavours  to  en- 
force total  abstinence  than  the  others  are,  I  will  not  say  to  keep  up  temperance,  be- 
cause I  do  not  believe  that.  Perhaps  it  would  be  better  if  I  put  it  in  this  way  :  It  is 
always  so  much  easier  to  cut  a  Gordian  knot  than  to  untie  it,  and  prohibition  cuts  it, 
while  self  control  is  the  slow-untieing  of  a  very  hard  and  difficult  knot.  The  majority  of 
the  people,  if  a  cause  is  before  them  for  a  long  time,  at  last  get  impatient  and  say : 
"Let  us  cut  it."  If  you  could  educate  the  conscience  of  the  people  up  to  the  level  of 
prohibition,  doubtless  prohibition  would  be  a  grand  thing. 

By  the  Cltainnan : 

1846.  Do  I  understand  that  you  consider  the  cutting  would  not  be  an  entirely 
satisfactory  process  1 — The  cutting  does  not  succeed.  It  simply  makes  it  appear  as  if 
total  abstinence  were  the  only  way  of  dealing  with  the  liquor  traffic,  and  then  the  knot 
that  seemed  to  be  cut  as  regards  this  question  being  settled,  reappears  and  the  question 
is  as  far  as  ever  from  being  settled,  because  the  community  outside  will  not  settle  it. 
It  is  perfectly  true,  as  the  witness  before  me  stated,  that  when  the  question  of  prohibi- 
tion is  up  in  a  community  a  lar,ye  number  of  those  who  are  in  favour  not  of  drinking, 
but  yet  not  in  favour  of  prohibition  of  the  liquor  trade,  will  not  take  the  trouble  to  vote 
upon  the  question,  and  when  the  law  is  inactive  in  many  instances  it  cannot  be  enforced. 

1847.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  on  all  questions  on  which  voting  takes  place,  or  very 
nearly  all,  there  are  always  a  large  number  of  people  entitled  to  vote  who  do  not  vote  l—- 
Yes,  always,  or  almost  always,  unless  yoiuget  a  burning  question  up,  and  then  you  may 
poll  pretty  nearly  the  whole  of  the  community. 

Right  Rev.  Frederick  Courtney. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MINUTES   OP   ETIDENCE,    NOVA   SCOTIA.  105 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

1848.  So  your  Lordship  expresses  the  opinion  that  there  is  much  more  now  of  what 
may  be  called  temperance  teaching,  moral  suasion  and  so  on,  promoting  the  cause  of 
total  abstinence  than  there  was  years  ago ;  that  is  to  say,  it  has  come  more  to  the  front 
as  a  living  question  ? — I  think  in  some  respects  that  is  the  case,  and  if  my  memory 
serves  me,  there  has  been  something  more  than  merely  an  effort  made  to  point  out  the 
evils  of  drunkenness,  literally  to  teach  them  in  the  Normal  schools  of  the  United  States, 
in  some  places  at  all  events  I  think  a  large  number  of  people  in  the  present  day  are 
engaged  in  what  I  would  call  the  middle  section  of  the  Church  of  England  Temperance 
Society  work,  and  if  they  could  not  be  total  abstainers,  they  would  do  what  they  could 
in  the  interests  of  temperance  ;  and  therefore,  instead  of  being  merely  a  quiescent  body, 
they  have  become  an  active  body. 

1849.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  temperance,  in  the  sense  of  self-control,  is  now  put 
prominently  and  effectively  forward  in  all  Church  of  England  teaching  ?— ^I  have  no 
doubt  about  that.  I  might  refer  to  such  an  individual  example  as  that  of  the  present 
Bishop  of  London,  who  is  the  most  energetic  advocate  and  member  of  the  Church  of 
England  Temperance  Society,  in  all  its  branches,  and  is  himself  a  member  of  the  first 
branch,  that  is  total  abstinence,  as  he  has  been  almost  all  his  life.  He  put  himself  on 
record  first  when  Bishop  of  Oxford  in  1869  or  1870,  and  he  has  been  keeping  himself  on 
record  all  the  time,  and  his  position  is  supported  by  the  action  of  the  Bishops  generally. 

1850.  By  the  Bishop  of  Newcastle,  for  exatnple? — Yes,  and  his  brother,  Canon 
Wilberforce. 

By  t^ie  Chairman : 

1851.  Did  your  Lordship  receive  a  circular  from  the  Commission  ? — Yes.  I  answered 
it  very  briefly. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

1852.  Have  you  been  absent  from  Nova  Scotia  during  any  portion  of  the  four  years 
to  which  you  referred  ? — Certainly.  I  have  been  out  of  Nova  Scotia  several  times  ;  I 
have  been  in  Piince  Edward  Island  a  good  deal.  I  have  also  been  absent  in  England 
for  thirteen  months — prior  to  the  last  four  months. 

1853.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  did  not  think  a  prohibitory  law  was  at 
present  desirable,  and  further,  that  it  could  not  be  easily  enforced.  Do  you  think  the 
time  may  come  when  prohibition  may  be  desirable,  and  when  it  may  be  enforced  1 — 
Certainly. 

1854.  And  to  that  end  the  conscience  of  the  people  needs  to  be  helped  very  much  ? 
—Yes. 

1855.  Will  you  kindly  state  how  you  would  have  the  conscience  of  the  people  helped, 
by  what  means  ?— I  think  by  those  means  now  in  operation,  by  constantly  speaking  and 
writing  on  the  subject.     I  do  not  think  there  is  any  other  way. 

1856.  I  understood  you  to  express  yourself  in  favour  of  high  license,  although  you 
said  you  were  not  particularly  familiar  with  the  Canadian  law  touching  the  liquor  tmffic. 
Do  you  think  that  High  license  adds  anything  to  the  character  of  the  trade  1 — Yes. 

1857.  It  dignifies  it  somewhat  ? — Perhaps  your  idea  and  my  idea  of  dignifying  the 
trade  may  be  different :  I  would  not  call  it  dignifying  the  trade.  Perhaps  I  would  say 
pretty  much  as  I  said  before,  that  it  ensures  the  trade  being  in  the  hands  of  reputable 
people.  There  is  another  remark  which  perhaps  the  Commission  will  allow  me  to  make : 
I  think  there  is  another  advantage  gained  by  high  license,  and  it  is  that  probably  you 
would  have  less  adulteration  of  liquor  under  a  high  license  system,  which  keeps  the  trade 
in  the  hands  of  reputable  people,  than  you  have  at  present.  It  has  been  said  by  some 
people,  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  was  true,  that  a  great  deal  of  the  drunkenness  would  be 
very  much  mitigated,  if  not  altogether  abolished,  if  the  liquor  supplied  was  pure,  instead 
of  the  adulterated  stuff  it  very  often  is. 

1858.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  a  great  deal  of  the  liquor  is  adulterated  ?— I  have 
not  the  slightest  doubt  about  it. 

1859.  The  trade  being  placed  in  the  hands  of  more  reputable  people  by  high  license, 
would  that  make  the  trade  more  reputable  ? — Yes. 
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^our  opinion  that  the  trade  being  niade  more  reputable,  the  work  of 
science  of  the  people  by  moral  suasion  would  be  assisted  ? — I  do  not 
nd  the  line  of  your  question, 
►w  you  are  anxious,  as  we  all  are,  that  the  conscience  of  the  people 

concerning  this  matter  1 — Yes. 

bave  stated  that  the  conscience  of  the  people  should  be  helped  by  moral 
:>se  you  mean  from  the  platform  and  pulpit,  and  through  the  press  by 
E  suitable  literature.  What  I  ask  is  this  :  If  by  giving  a  monopoly  of 
ain  persons,  giving  it  into  the  hands  of  people  who  are  regarded  as  more 
lerefore  making  more  reputable  the  trade,  the  work  of  the  reformer  will 

Will  the  fact  of  the  trade  being  of  that  more  reputable  character  assist 
ler  in  his  efforts  to  change  the  conscience  of  the  people  concerning  the 
angers  of  the  trade? — It  depends,  of  course,  altogether  how  those  in 
bitory  law  approach  the  subject  with  regard  to  educating  the  conscience 
ty.  The  prohibitionist  approaches  the  community  in  favouring  of  pro- 
bing that  drink  itself  is  of  the  devil  and  to  touch  anything  of  it  is  wrong 
naking  of  the  traffic  more  reputable  by  placing  it  in  a  few  hands  would 
lestion  in  the  least. 

ou  think  there  is  danger  in  high  license,  that  establishing  the  trade  as 
\e  engaged  in  it,  owing  to  the  large  revenues  derived  from  it,  would  be 
the  system  for  the  sake  of  the  profit  1 — Yes,  there  might  be,  I  dare  say. 

does  it  occur  to  you  that  high  license  would  more  firmly  establish  the 
a  have  a  tendency  to  weaken  its  grasp,  on  the  people,  and  eventually 
ion  ? — You  have  put  a  problematical  case  before  me.  It  might  be  that 
bical  case  would  turn  out  in  the  way  you  have  queried.  If  it  did  turn 
ou  have  suggested,  of  course  there  is  no  doubt  what  the  effect  would  be. 


Ch 


'latrnian : 


Id  high  license  necessarily  mean  a  large  revenue  and  a  monopoly  ? — Not 
generally  does  in  a  community  like  Chicago. 


P.  REID,  M.D.,  of  Halifax,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : — 
CJuiiniian : 

t  is  your  profession  ? — Doctor  of  medicine. 

yrou  in  charge  of  the  Hospital  for  the  Insane  ? — Yes,  and  have   been  so 

;.    I  was  ten  years  in  charge  of  the  hospital  in  the  city  as  the  attending 

many  inmates,  on  an  average,  have  you  in  the  hospital  for  the  insane  ? — 

made,  a  return,  I  think,  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  at  Ottawa, 
look  at  this  (document  handed  to  witness)  and  say  if  it  is  a  copy  of  it  ? — 
opy  of  my  report.     There  is  no  single  cause  of  insanity,  speaking  gene- 
ly  be  born  an  idiot. .    Insanity,  tis  we  find  it,  has  no  single  cause, 
attempt  to  classify  the  exciting  causes,  do  you  not  ?^-'Yes,  and  the  pre- 

5  you  been  successful  in  doing  that  ? — Fairly  so.  I  will  tell  you  why, 
le  thousand  persons  predisposed  to  insanity,  and  yet  not  one  become  in- 
n  this  province  there  are  quite  a  large  number,  one  thousand  is  within 
g  a  predisposition  to  insanity  ;  there  is  an  hereditary  taint.  The  nervous 
upset. 

nk  you  used  the  words  exciting  cause  ? — There  are  exciting  or  recent 
3  is  a  predisposition.  The  exciting  cause  may  be  one  of  a  great  number : 
Bv.  Frederick  Courtney. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MINUTES   OP   EVIDENCE,    NOVA   SCOTIA.  107 

anything  which  upsets  the  ordinary  even  running  of  life  ;  anything  affecting  the  pas- 
sions, often  ill-health ;  but  these  and  other  exciting  causes  would  not  be  iikely  to  produce 
insanity,  unless  there  was  a  predisposition  existing  behind  them. 

1873.  I  observe  that  you  state  in  a  note  at  the  foot  of  the  report,  "  in  regard 
to  intemperance  as  a  cause,  I  find  that  prior  to  1870  it  was  not  noted,  that  subsequent 
to  that  time  it  appears ;  but  I  consider  the  statistics  quite  unreliable,  because  the  only 
means  of  filling  up  the  return  is  from  the  statements  obtained  from  the  patients,  the 
columns  for  which  are  often  left  blank,  and  *  unknown '  is  the  most  frequent  entry." 
Again,  you  say,  "  a  patient  may  be  put  down  as  a  total  abstainer,  which  condition  may 
not  have  prevailed  for  a  long  time  before  he  went  in ;  hence,  I  consider  this  table  utterly 
unreliable."  Do  you  desire,  doctor,  to  make  any  addition  to  that  statement  1 — No  ;  I 
have  no  addition  to  make  unless  you  desire  any  further  explanation.  I  think  that  is 
the  result  of  my  experience. 

1874.  Then  the  classification  is  not  a  perfectly  reliable  one  ? — No ;  from  the  fact 
that  we  cannot  classify,  that  we  have  not  the  means  of  classification. 

1875.  I  mean  the  actual  classification  which  has  been  sent  in  ? — We  find  out  more 
about  our  patients  after  this  classification  is  made  than  before.  We  find  there  has  been 
a  predisposition  in  a  very  great  majority  of  cases  when  we  come  to  investigate. 

1876.  Do  you  make  an  annual  report? — Yes.  I 

1877.  Will  you  send  the  Committee  a  copy  of  recent  years  reports  ? — I  will  send  one. 

1878.  Have  you  in  your  annual  reports  attempted  to  classify  the  patients  I — We 
have  attempted  to  do  so,  but  it  has  proved  very  ineffectual,  from  the  fact  that  the  history 
we  get  from  the  patients  is  not  only  inaccurate,  but  there  is  very  little  of  it.  We  have 
cases  without  any  correct  lustory  and  without  even  the  names. 

1879.  Can  you  state  to  the  Commission  the  proportion  of  the  total  which  you  are 
able  to  classify  ? — Reliably,  we  could  not  classify  ten  per  cent.  We  assume  that  the 
statements  we  receive  are  correct,  and  we  classify  according  to  them  ;  but  I  feel  morally 
certain  they  are  incorrect. 

1880.  But  following  the  papers  which  you  get,  what  percentage  of  the  cases  coming 
into  the  asylum  will  be  classified  ? — Nearly  all  will  be  classified,  such  classification  as 
it  is. 

1881.  Are  not  a  large  number  of  cases  put  down  as  "  unknown  ? " — Not  a  very  great 
number  at  present,  not  so  many  of  late  years  as  before.  A  great  many  have  come  in 
with  causes  put  down  as  "  unknown."  I  do  not  suppose  35  per  cent  of  the  causes  are 
properly  mentioned. 

1882.  You  have  a  certain  number  classified  under  the  head  of  drunkenness,  that 
being  given  as  the  exciting  cause  ? — Yes. 

1883.  Is  that  a  numerous  class? — It  is  not  only  numerous,  but  it  is  the  most 
unreliable  form  of  classification  we  have.  It  is  all  unreliable,  but'  that  part  of  it  is  more 
so  than  any  other,  from  the  fact  that  very  frequently  we  find  that  drunkenness  was  not 
the  cause  but  the  result  of  the  insanity.  The  first  effect  of  insanity  is  to  lower  the  moral 
tone  of  the  individual,  which  shows  itself  on  any  of  the  moral  lines,  whether  in  the  shape 
of  drunkenness  or  other  forms  of  moral  drop.  In  fact  insanity  shows  itself  by  a  moral 
drop.  The  amount  of  the  drop  is,  to  some  extent,  measured  by  the  height  of  the  moral 
tone  of  the  individual  before  he  becomes  insane.  Very  often  we  find  a  man's  drinking 
is  the  result  of  insanity  and  not  the  cause ;  and  a  very  great  number  of  those  who  come 
to  us  and  who  are  presumed  to  be  temperate  are  men  who  drink  all  the  time,  but  their 
names  never  appear  in  such  a  list,  never  appear  even  indirectly  in  our  papers.  The  only 
way  we  know  is  from  previous  personal  knowledge  of  the  man's  habits.  For  that  reason 
our  statistics  are  absolutely  unreliable,  and  I  would  not  believe  any  conclusions  drawn 
from  them,  from  the  fact  that  frequently  when  the  cause  is  given  as  drunkenness,  that 
drunkenness  is  the  result  of  insanity,  and  those  who  become  insane  as  the  result  of 
drinking  are  never  mentioned.  Hence  I  consider  these  statistics  are  very  unreliable. 
But  as  the  result  of  experience  I  would  put  the  effect  of  drinking  in  the  same  class  as 
any  other  disturbing  agency,  but  no  more  so  than  any  other  disturbing  agency.  Take 
women  :  a  leading  cause  with  them  covers  the  difficulties  attending  maternity  ;  among 
men,  there  ^re  the  difficulties  connected  with  business.  For  instance,  a  man  is  trying  to 
carry  on  a  81,000  transaction  with  $100,  and  if  he  has  the  predisposition  to  insanity. 
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the  chance  is  that  he  is  going  to  become  insane.  Another  man  suffers  an  injury,  falls 
on  his  head  or  is  hurt  and  insanity  results  ;  but  these  are  the  exciting  causes  when  he 
has  a  predisposition  inclining  him  that  way. 

1884.  Have  you  any  other  exciting  causes  that  claim  as  many  of  your  patients  as 
intemperance? — I  think  we  have.  The  greatest  single  exciting  cause  is,  I  think, 
connected  with  maternity  in  females.  Of  course  by  that  term  I  mean  to  include  a  very 
long  list  of  troubles  prior  to  and  subsequent  to  maternity. 

1 885.  Do  you  make  any  calculations  as  to  disappointment  in  love  as  a  cause  ? — We 
have  that  as  a  cause. 

1886.  And  domestic  troubles  ? — We  have  that  too. 

1887.  And  religious  excitement  ? — ^Yes  ;  we  have  all  these  classified  in  the  reports. 

1888.  Can  you  give  tls  an  idea  of  the  proportion  which  these  various  causes  bear  to 
the  whole  ? — I  cannot,  but  I  will  send  all  the  papers. 

1889.  Can  you  state  whether  any  one  of  those  causes  exceeds  the  number  due  to 
intemperance  ? — The  first  largest  class  is  the  "  unknown,"  the  second  class,  is  ill-health 
from  many  causes,  then  all  the  others  are  straggling.  Intemperance  comes  in  with  half 
a  dozen  others,  and  I  do  not  think  there  is  very  much  difference  between  them. 

1890.  Will  you  enumerate  the  half  dozen? — If  I  had  the  report  I  could  do  so. 
There  are  so  if  any  different  incidents  in  life  that  are  liable  to  bring  it  about — sickness 
of  various  kinds,  losses  in  business  and  family  losses,  grief  and  religious  excitement 
(religious  excitement  shows  a  good  many  more  than  intemperance)  ;  I  think  religion 
would  be  the  largest  number  of  all. 

1891.  You  refer  to  excitement  on  religious  subjects? — Yes,  it  would  show  the 
largest  number  in  the  classification.  As  an  exciting  cause  of  insanity,  I  think  religion 
is  a  long  way  ahead  of  any  other. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

1892.  What  percentage  is  classed  as  "unknown"? — They  amount  to  over  50  per 
cent. 

Bj/  ilie  Cluiinnan : 

1893.  Did  r  understand  you  to  say  that  of  the  classified  causes  the  largest  number 
of  cases  appeared  under  the  head  of  maternity  as  the  exciting  cause  ? — The  greatest 
predisposing  cause  is  hereditary  transmission — all  the  others  are  very  trifling  in  com- 
parison with  the  predisposing  cause.  Then  the  exciting  causes  are  those  which  threw 
the  person  off  his  or  her  balance,  and  "unknown"  ones  form  the  largest  number  ;  the 
next  very  probably  will  be  religion,  and  next  ill-health,  which  is  put  down  in  different 
ways. 

1894.  Of  the  number  of  patients  who  come  to  the  asylum,  is  it  a  fact  that  the 
largest  proportion  comes  from  the  agricultural  class  ? — I  have  been  trying  to  work  that 
up,  and  I  do  not  think  there  is  a  great  deal  of  difference  supposing  you  take  the  relative 
proportions.  There  are  many  more  received  from  the  agricultural  class  than  from  any 
other ;  but  the  agricultural  class  and  the  sailors,  or  rather  I  should  say  the  fishermen, 
and  those  living  on  the  coast,  constitute  the  largest  number  of  the  population.  TThey 
are,  however,  not  only  the  largest  number  of  the  population,  but  also  in  this  country  in 
particular  there  is  the  largest  amount  of  hereditary  tendency  among  them.  When  I 
was  in  Cape  Breton  a  few  years  ago,  a  man  told  me  of  one  thousand  descendants  from 
one  individual,  resident  on  that  island,  all  of  whom  had  an  hereditary  tendency  to 
insanity,  all  of  whom  would  be  farmers.  Hence  it  is  not  established  by  any  means 
that  farming  has  anything  to  do  with  insanity. 

1895.  The  statement  was  made  to  me  a  short  time  ago  by  a  gentleman  who  under- 
stood the  subject  that  the  largest  proportion  of  inmates  of  our  asylums,  come  from  the 
agricultural  class,  and  I  ventured  to  ask  you  the  question  in  order  to  obtain  a  corrobora- 
tion or  denial  of  the  assertion  ? — It  is  a  fact ;  but  I  should  wish  you  to  accept  ifhis 
explanation  I  have  given,  for  the  statement  left  by  itself  would  go  to  show  that  agri- 
cultural operations  had  something  to  do  with  producing  insanity,  whereas,  the  Cases  are 
due  largely  to  purely  accidental  conditions.  It  is  the  class  of  people  who  happen  to  be 
agriculturists  who  become  insane  ;  the  agricultural  operations  do  not  make  them  insane. 

Alexander  P.  Reid,  M.D. 
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By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod: 

1896.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  found  it  difficult  to  classify  more  that  10 
per  cent] — ^Yes.  I  would  not  like  to  put  down  the  percentage  on  account  of  the  uncer- 
tadii  and  imperfect  character  of  the  information.  I  could  give  you  two  papers,  both  of 
which  had  been  sworn  to,  which  were  very  different.  So  I  put  very  little  trust  in 
them. 

1897.  While  intemperance  causes  numerous  cases  of  insanity,  you  think  even  those 
statements  are  not  reliable  always  ? — Sometimes  it  is  as  much  the  cause  as  the  result. 
Again,  intemperance  is  a  very  active  cause  in  some  people,  as  any  other  cause  which 
upsets  a  mental  condition  easily  overdone. 

1898.  That  is  an  exciting  cause  1 — Yes. 

1899.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  intemperance  indicated  low  moral  tone  ? — No, 
not  exactly  that.  What  I  say  is,  that  one  of  the  first  indications  of  a  drop  in  moral 
tone  is  a  man  becoming  intemperate,  when  his  general  reputation  has  been  that  of  being 
temperate.  Take  our  ordinary  business  man — I  am  not  talking  now  of  a  member  of  a 
temperance  organization.  He  has  been  temperate,  and  I  find  a  drop  in  his  moral  tone 
shown  by  intemperance  ;  that  is  often  the  first  indication  of  insanity,  and  that  intemper- 
ance is  sent  to  us  as  the  cause  of  his  insanity. 

1900.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  fully  fifty  per  cent  of  those  who  come  under 
your  care  are  classed  as  "  unknown  "  in  regard  to  cause  1 — Yes. 

1901.  From  your  experience  and  observation,  do  you  think  a  percentage  of  that  50 
per  cent  is  fairly  traceable  to  drink  ? — I  think  quite  a  large  number ;  but  I  could  not 
give  any  information  that  would  be  of  any  value,  because  we  can  tind  out  so  little  about 
the  previous  history  of  the  people  who  come  to  us. 

1902.  Speaking  of  the  tendency  to  insanity  :  there  are  some  classed  as  insane  on 
account  of  ill-health  and  disappointment  in  love  and  some  other  cause.  Have  you 
reason  to  believe  that  any  proportion  of  those  people  have  the  tendency  to  insanity,  and 
that  if  they  had  not  been  disappointed  in  love,  some  other  cause  would  have  arisen  by 

•which  they  would  have  become  insane  on  account  of  the  tendency? — I  understand  that 
you  mean  this :  The  person  has  a  predisposition  to  insanity,  which  prevails  among 
thousands  of  persons.  Some  trouble  in  his  love  affairs  throws  him  off  his  balance.  In 
another  case  failure  in  business  will  throw  a  man  off  his  balance.  It  has  about  the  same 
effect  in  each  case. 

1903.  In  those  cases  arising  from  disappointment  in  love  and  the  like,  there  is  the 
tendency  ? — There  is  a  predisposition. 

1904.  And  that  disappointment  is  the  exciting  cause  ? — Yes.  But  if  you  did  not 
have  the  predispositioA,  disappointment  in  love  would  not  have  any  effect  in  unbalancing 
the  mental  condition. 

1905.  With  respect  to  domestic  trouble  :  Have  you  any  means  of  forming  an  idea 
as  to  whether  this  cause  covers  a  considerable  proportion  of  insane  cases  ? — I  have  no 
means  of  knowing  as  Superintendent  of  the  hospital  for  the  insane,  but  I  have  as  a 
general  practitioner. 

1906.  Do  you  think  domestic  trouble,  in  any  proportion  of  cases,  is  attributable  to 
intemperance  on  the  part  of  the  person  who  becomes  insane  ? — I  am  confident  of  that. 
The  experience  of  ten  years  in  our  geheral  hospital  shows  me  very  clearly  that  though 
our  statistics  represented  a  very  large  percentage  of  sickness  there  as  the  result  of  in- 
temperance, really  if  you  figure  out  the  wide  influence  it  has,  that  percentage  woidd 
come,  I  suppose,  up  to  ninety.  That  is,  taking  the  history  of  our  institution  for  the  ten 
years  I  had  charge.  A  women  comes  in  with  typhoid  fever  or  pneumonia.  The  previous 
history  shows  that  the  woman  was  living  under  conditions  with  which  intemperance  had 
a  great  deal  to  do,  tliat  if  the  means  which  should  have  gone  to  suppo;*t  her  had  been 
used  for  that  purpose  instead  of  being  used  in  drink,  she  would  not  have  had  typhoid 
fever  or  pneumonia.  A  man  comes  in  with  a  broken  leg,  and  very  likely  he  has  to  have 
it  amputated,  and  sometimes  such  cases  never  rally.  Again,  we  find  that  a  man  drinks 
two  or  three  glasses  of  whisky  and  runs  in  front  of  a  car,  which  he  would  not  have 
done  if  his  head  had  been  level.  Another  man  comes  in  with  inflammation  of  the  lungs ; 
and  it  appears  he  has  been  on  a  spree  and  caught  cold,  and  this  attack  followed.     The 
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disease  is  not  put  down  in  our  report  as  the  result  of  intemperance,  but  simply  as  pneu- 
monia. When  I  figure  up  the  results  of  sickness,  I  come  to  the  conclusion — I  may  be 
wrong,  but  I  really  think  not — that  if  there  were  any  means,  by  any  possibility,  of  ex- 
cluding the  effects  of  alcohol  on  humanity,  the  hospitals  woidd  have  to  be  closed,  for  no 
one  would  have  to  go  there,  because  those  who  go  there  now  would  be  able  to  pay  their 
way,  for  accidents  and  a  large  proportion  of  the  disease  result  from  the  use  of  liquor. 
As  superintendent  of  the  asylum  I  was  very  much  astonished  to  find  that  liquor  had  a 
much  smaller  influence  on  insanity  than  on  almost  any  other  social  question  I  am 
acquainted  with. 

1907.  From  your  experience,  to  what  extent  do  you  think  intemperance  is  a  predis- 
posing cause  in  either  the  patient  or  his  progenitor  ? — That  is  a  subject  I  should  have 
mentioned  when  I  spoke  of  hereditary  transmission.  You  have  first  of  all  a  tendency 
to  epilepsy  and  to  nervous  diseases  as  a  result  of  a  lack  of  vigour.  You  take  a  family  with 
nervous  systems  easily  upset,  and  their  children  are  predisposed  to  that  condition,  although 
they  may  pass  their  lives  without  difficulty.  Take  one  of  the  insane  and  he  has  children  : 
these  children  are  insane,  being  thrown  otf  by  very  trifling  causes.  Then  again,  take  the 
children  of  drunkards,  I  will  not  say  drunkards  exactly,  but  take  the  children  of  those 
who  have  destroyed  themselves  through  the  influence  of  liquor,  and  it  interferes  with 
the  nervous  condition  of  the  children.  I  think  we  have  quite  an  amount  of  predispo- 
sition to  nervous  affections  as  the  result  of  such  defects. 

1908.  And  those  nervous  affections  take  the  form  of  insanity  often? — ^Yes. 

1 909.  You  spoke  about  drunkards  and  then  corrected  yourself.  From  your  observ- 
ation and  experience  do  you  think  habitual  drinking,  not  to  drunkenness,  has  an  effect 
in  producing  that  condition '/ — I  will  take  the  man  who  gets  drunk  and  is  sent  to  jail  for 
it.  He  may  live  to  seventy  or  eighty.  He  may  not  be  able  to  take  liquor  long  enough  to 
cause  it  to  make  such  change  in  his  tissues  as  to  destroy  his  life.  But  take  the  man  who 
never  drank  at  all,  but  at  length  commenced  to  use  ordinarily  distilled  spirits,  there  is 
no  question  about  it,  as  medical  experience  shows,  that  it  interferes  with  the  proper 
nutrition  of  the  tissues.  Its  continued  use  unquestionably  interferes  with  the  nutrition 
of  the  tissues.  I  should  say  a  priori  that  children  begotten  by  parents  who  were  them- 
selves of  defective  physical  structure  would  be  to  some  extent  influenced  thereby,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  whatever  but  that  it  does  so.  The  amount  of  man's  use  of  it  must  be 
measured  to  some  extent  by  the  constitution  of  the  individual ;  one  man  who  is  bom  to 
live  a  hundred  years  may  kill  himself  at  seventy,  and  another  born  to  live  sixty  years 
may  live  to  seventy,  owing  to  the  way  the  man  has  managed  his  own  physical  constitution. 
As  a  depressing  agent,  I  think  alcohol  in  its  various  forms  is  surrounded  with  greater 
danger  in  insanity  than  in  other  diseases,  as  a  means  of  lowgring  the  general  con- 
stitutional health  of  all  who  use  it. 

1910.  From  your  official  and  professional  experience,  do  you  believe  that  total  ab- 
stinence, if  general,  say  under  thoroughly  enforced  prohibition,  would  be  of  value  in 
reducing  insanity  :  by  directly  doing  away  with  intemperance  ;  by  preventing  pre- 
disposing causes  of  insanity;  and  by  preventing  many  other  occurrences  or  con- 
ditions that  may  be  exciting  causes  ? — Were  it  possible  to  absolutely  exclude  the  use  of 
alcohol,  it  would  not  only  improve  the  morals  but  the  health  of  the  community.  The 
next  question  is  how  can  you  do  it  ?  I  believe  it  is  absolutely  impossible  to  exclude  the 
use  of  alcohol  from  those  who  desire  it,  if  you  manufacture  it.  No  doubt  the  manufac- 
turer is  going  to  sell,  and  he  will  adopt  such  measures  as  will  enable  him  to  sell.  Hence 
if  you  cannot  prevent  the  manufacture  of  alcohol  in  any  of  its  various  forms,  it  will  be 
useless  to  attempt  to  prevent  its  use.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  only  practical  way  is 
to  control  its  sale  by  imposing  as  much  restriction  on  its  sale  as  possible,  but  to  prevent 
its  sale  altogether,  if  manufactured,  experience  shows  to  be  impossible.  The  high  license 
system  does  not'  fill  the  bill.  The  Scott  Act  does  not  fill  the  bill.  You  cannot  lower 
the  moral  sense  of  those  who  sell  liquor  to  such  an  extent  as  to  interfere  with  the  sale 
and  financial  profits.  5ence  after  very  careful  consideration  I  think  the  Norw^an 
system  fills  the  bill  better  than  any  other,  from  the  fact  it  keeps  in  view  that  so  long  as 
liquor  is  made,  it  is  going  to  be  sold  illegally  if  not  legally.  I  understand  the  system  to 
be  this  :    The  community  appoint  the  men  who  control  its  sale,  and  those  men,  generally 
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speaking  are  temperance  men.  It  is  sold  in  certain  places  and  is  sold  at  the  lowest  rate, 
acoording  to  the  wish  of  the  Commissioners,  and  all  profits  above  five  per  cent  go  to  the 
community  ;  but  those  who  deal  in  it  and  sell  it  are  people  who  exercise  all  the  moral 
influence  they  can  bring  to  bear  to  prevent  its  use.  In  that  way,  so  far  as  I  am  aware, 
the  Norwegian  system  has  done  away  with  exhibitions,  such  as  we  have  had  this  morn- 
ing, of  a  man  trying  to  break  the  law,  of  which  there  are  thousands  of  cases,  by  not 
making  it  necessary  to  break  the  law  and  at  the  same  time  placing  all  the  moral  and 
financial  restrictions  on  the  system  of  liquor  sale  it  can  possibly  bear.  No  man  can 
make  any  money  out  of  it ;  hence  it  has  no  financial  status.  It  has  no  moral  tone, 
because  the  men  who  manage  it  limit  its  sale  as  far  as  possible,  and  so  it  strikes  me  that 
the  Norwegian  system  has  certain  advantages  which  no  other  system  possesses,  not  only 
in  preventing  financial  success  arising  out  of  the  trade,  and  by  preventing  the  breaking 
of  the  law,  but  also  by  tending  to  raise  the  moral  tone  of  the  community  by  lowering 
the  moral  status  of  the  whole  trade.  If  we  could  prevent  the  manufacture  of  alcoholic 
liquors,  there  would  be  no  trouble  about  the  matter. 

1911.  Do  you  think  it  is  desirable  to  prevent  its  manufacture  ? — Alcohol  is  one  of 
the  best  chemicals  we  have  for  an  immense  number  of  purposes,  and  as  a  chemical  noth- 
ing can  take  its  place,  vlt  should,  however,  be  used  as  a  chemical  and  as  other  chemicals 
are  used. 

1912.  But  not  as  a  beverage,  in  your  opinion  ? — It  is  valuable  as  a  drug  sometimes, 
but  not  nearly  to  the  same  extent  as  some  people  imagine.  It  should  be  used  simply  as 
a  drug  and  chemical,  for  it  has  no  other  use  in  a  civilized  community. 

1913.  Do  you  think  the  liquor  trade  as  carried  on  now,  whether  under  the  present 
law,  or  high  license  or  local  option,  is  not  a  good  trade,  productive  of  the  moral  well- 
being  of  the  people  or  the  health  of  the  people  1 — I  do  not  think  it  promotes  either. 
All  those  systems  have  so  far  failed.  That  is  why  I  have  expressed  the  opinion  that 
the  Norwegian  system  overcomes  many  of  the  difficulties  we  find  in  the  high  license 
system.  There  are,  of  course,  other  means  of  attacking  the  trade,  and  which  I  have 
always  regarded  as  desirable.  There  are  two  forms  of  alcohol,  one  is  distilled  and  the 
other  is  simply  fermented  juice.  If  we  were  to  supplant  the  imported  distilled  article 
by  a  home-made  product,  that  would  have  a  great  tendency  to  restrict  the  undesirable 
use  of  alcohol. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

1914.  Do  you  mean  to  promote  the  use  of  beer  and  wine  instead  of  distilled  spiri- 
tuous liquors  'i—1  would  not  so  much  promote  the  use  of  those  articles  as  I  would  seek 
to  prevent  the  manufacture  of  distilled  spirits,  except  for  chemical  purposes. 

1915.  That  would  be  giving  a  preference? — Yes.  I  would  put  less  burdens  on 
those  articles,  but  a  man  would  be  much  better  without  any  of  them. 

1916.  That  would  be  giving  a  preference  to  that  variety  of  the  article  1—1  would 
decidedly  give  a  preference  to  it. 

1917.  Do  you  know  whether  the  consumption  of  spirituous  liquors  has  decreased 
in  this  province  ? — I  could  not  say. 

1918.  Do  you  know  if  the  consumption  of  beer  has  increased  ? — I  could  not  say,  I 
am  not  in  the  way  of  knowing ;  but  I  know  that  undistilled  spirit  has  a  different  effect 
on  the  physical  economy  than  distilled  spirit. 

1919.  Do  you  give  it  as  your  opinion  that  the  effects  of  malt  liquor  and  wine  are 
not  90  harmful  as  the  effect  of  spirituous  liquors  ? — I  want  you  to  specify  what  you 
mean  by  **  wine." 

1920.  I  mean  the  ordinary  wine  sold  ? — The  ordinary  wine  sold  is  all  diluted  alco- 
hol. There  is  not  one  of  them  an  article  such  as  I  would  mean  by  the  term  "  wine.** 
What  I  mean  by  wine  is  the  juice  of  the  grape,  simply  fermented,  much  in  the  same 
way  as  ale  is.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  ail  article  of  wine  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic 
that  is  not  largely  mixed  with  distilled  spirits  in  order  to  keep  it  from  fermenting. 

1921.  I  am  speaking  of  things  as  they  are,  and  wine  as  it  is  usually  sold  and  con- 
BQmed  ? — Yoa  spo^e  about  two  articles,  one  of  which  was  -wine. 
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1922.  I  suggested  beer  and  wine? — If  you  say  wine  which  has  never  had  any  alco- 
hol in  it,  which  is  simply  a  fermented  juice,  then  I  class  it  with  beer ;  but  if  you  refer 
to  wine  such  as  you  buy  in  a  store,  I  do  not  agree  with  that  classification. 

1923.  Do  you  say  that  beer  is  less  harmful  than  spirits  1 — I  do  not  include  wine  as 
we  find  it. 

1924.  I  understood  that  you  did  not  put  wine  in  the  same  position? — I  put  the 
vin  ordinaire  of  France  in  the  same  position. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

1925.  What  about  our  Canadian  wines? — They  are  all  treated  with  whisky, — 
that  is  the  trouble. 

Bt/  Mr.  Gigavlt : 

1926.  What  do  you  say  of  cider? — If  you  take  normal  cider  without  its  having 
undergone  any  other  change  except  fermentation,  it  is  the  same  as  beer.  It  is  aU  right 
if  it  contains  six  or  seven  or  three  or  four  per  cent  of  alcohol,  but  with  some  people 
unless  it  contains  twenty-two  or  twenty-four  per  cent,  it  is  not  considered  very  drink- 
able.    Here  you  see  a  reason  for  care  in  the  classification. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

1927.  You  had  charge,  I  understand,  of  the  Greneral  Hospital  for  a  time  ? — Yes ;  I 
was  one  of  the  attending  physicians,  before  I  went  to  the  Hospital  for  the  Insane. 

1928.  Did  you,  for  medical  purposes,  make  use  of  alcohol  ? — Yes  ;  I  did  make  use 
of  it  for  medicinal  purposes,  but  I  found  every  year  I  used  less  of  it ;  and  in  the  hospital 
for  the  insane,  the  amount  of  alcohol  we  use  in  the  year  is  a  very  limited  quantity,  I  do 
not  think  50  or  60  cents  worth  per  patient. 

1929.  You  use  as  little  of  it  as  may  be  ? — Yes  ;  and  each  year  we  use  less  rather 
than  more. 

1930.  Do  you  use  it  in  connection  with  surgical  cases  ? — Not  very  much  in  surgical 
cases.  With  regard  to  its  use  as  a  stimulant,  we  find  that  it  can  be  very  largely  done 
without. 

1931.  Do  you  need  that  very  much  in  the  asylum? — Yes ;  to  some  extent. 

1932.  Whit  do  you  use  in  lieu  of  it? — We  prefer  nutriments  in  various  forms, beef 
tea,  and  milk,  and  a  very  limited  amount  of  alcohol.  You  will  find  that  each  year  we 
are  using  less  rather  than  more.  I  used  alcohol  in  the  General  Hospital  (I  like  to  be 
unprejudiced  and  to  give  everything  its  full  value)  ;  I  got  the  credit  of  using  more  liquor 
than  any  other  attending  physician.  I  used  it  very  freely  and  studied  its  effects  very 
carefully,  and  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  its  absence  was  about  as  beneficial  as  its 
presence,  in  the  majority  of  cases.  The  result  of  my  experience  is,  that  we  are  graduaUy 
using  less  and  less  of  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

1933.  Do  you  make  this  statement  as  a  total  abstainer  ?  Are  you  a  member  of  any 
temperance  organization? — No.  I  was  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance,  but 
I  have  not  been  a  member  for  a  good  many  years. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

1934.  Did  we  understand  you  to  say  that  you  thought  a  prohibitory  law  would  be 
impracticable,  so  long  as  liquor  was  permitted  to  be  manufactured  in  the  Dominion  ? — 
Yes. 

1935.  Supposing  that  the  manufacture  of  liquor  were  prohibited  in  the  Dominion, 
what  then  ? — Then  you  could  enforce  prohibition.. 

1936.  What  about  smuggling  ?  Would  not  liquor  be  brought  in  and  smuggling 
carried  on  ? — No  doubt  of  it.     So  long  as  smuggling  pays,  it  will  be  carried  on. 

1^37.  Would  the  quality  of  liquors  brought  in  by  smugglers  be  as  good  as  that 
ordinarily  sold  now  in  licensed  places  ? — I  do  not  think  it  would  be.   In  order  to  give  an 
opinion  in  regard   to  the  liquor,  I  may  mention  that  I  sent   for  a  book  some  years  ago, 
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which  set  forth  the  means  of  maaufacturing  every  form  of  liquor  possible  from  water 
and  ordinary  alcohol  and  some  few  flavouring  agents.  I  went  over  the  book  very  care- 
fully, and  observed  the  quantities  in  which  these  agents  were  used,  and  I  did  not  see 
one  single  agent  mentioned  in  that  book  that  could  possibly  do  any  harm  to  any  one 
unless  the  alcohol.  By  means  of  flavouring  agents,  brandies  could  be  produced  that 
resembled  those  50  or  60  years  old.  In  regard  to  the  manufacture  of  wines,  there  was 
no  agent  in  quantity  sufficient  to  produce  poisonous  effects,  if  you  exclude  the  spirits. 
There  was  nothing  else  in  the  prescription  that  was  at  all  dangerous.  Hence,  I  do  not 
think  the  quility  of  the  imported  article  makes  much  difference.  If  a  man  can  drink 
raw  whisky,  it  is  not  the  quality  of  the  spirit  that  will  harm  him ;  and  a  man  has  drank 
from  the  still,  and  it  has  done  him  no  more  harm  than  if  it  had  been  kept  for  some  years 
in  the  wood. 

1938.  Have  you  had  any  ejq)erience  of  the  operation  of  the  Canada  Temperance 
Act  in  Nova  Scotia  1 — No. 

Iy39.  You  do  not  know  whether  it  is  observed  or  not  ? — No. 

1940.  So  far  as  its  deleterious  effects  are  concerned,  we  understand  from  you  that 
alcohol  not  rectified  is  no  more  injurious  than  that  which  is  rectified? — I  do  not  think 
it  is.  I  belong  to  Ontario,  and  I  recollect  that  it  cost  a  York  shilling  a  gallon,  and  it 
was  just  as  it  came  from  the  still.  I  had  a  number  of  years'  practice  in  Ontario  where 
raw  spirit  was  used  very  largely,  and  it  has  the  same  effect  and  produces  no  more  in- 
jurious effect  than  the  rectified  spirit.  I  am  talking  of  the  article  that  came  from  the 
still,  when  it  cost  only  a  York  shilling  a  gallon. 

By  Judge  McDonald: 

1941.  Then,  for  a  man  who  would  drink  fifty  year  old  brandy  and  think  it  was 
particularly  good,  there  must  be  good  deal  of  sentiment  about  it  ? — It  is  in  his  mind,  no 
doubt. 

Bj/  the  Chairman : 

1942.  By  raw  spirits,  do  you  mean  unrectified  spirits  ? — Yes. 

1943.  Full  of  fusel-oil  ?— Just  <is  it  came  from  the  still.  I  recollect  when  wheat 
was  fifty  cents  a  bushel  in  Middlesex  county  in  Ontario  and  whisky  was  used  as  it 
came  from  the  still,  and  I  know  barrels  and  barrels  were  used.  I  could  count  a  thou- 
sand people  who  used  the  raw  whisky  as  it  came  from  the  still,  and  I  have  not  seen  it 
produce  any  different  effect  from  that  produced  by  the  refined  whisky,  and  I  am  speak- 
ing as  a  physician.  There  is  a  difference  in  flavour  and  taste,  but  I  do  not  think  there 
is  any  difference  physically. 

1944.  Do  you  read  the  productions  of  the  British  Medical  Association  1 — Yes,  very 
regularly. 

1945.  They  had  a  report  by  a  commission  on  the  ages  of  so  many  people  of  different 
classes  between  four  thousand  and  five  thousand  in  number  who  had  died.  Do  you 
remember  the  result  of  that  classification.  I  refer  to  it  because  you  spoke  of  the  use  of 
liquor  shortening  the  lives  of  persons  1 — ^You  have  to  take  two  elements  into  considera- 
tion— the  character  of  the  person  and  the  quality  of  the  liquor. 

1946.  I  have  not  seen  the  document,  but  1  have  seen  references  to  it,  and  I  thought 
you  could  inform  the  Commission  with  respect  to  it.  They  employed  commissioners  and 
traced  out  between  4,000  and  5,000  cases  of  deaths,  and  classified  them  as  total 
abstainers,  moderate  drinkers,  drunkards  and  so  on,  I  think.  Have  you  seen  that  report  ? 
— Yes.  If  you  take  a  larger  number  of  people,  you  will  find  that  a  great  number  of 
those  who  are  aged  have  been  in  the  habit  of  drinking,  but  you  will  find  that  the  quan- 
tity used  has  been  very  little  indeed.  Take  a  man  who  is  hard  at  work  in  the  open  air, 
he  may  take  one  hundred  times  as  much  to  affect  him  as  you  or  I  could. 

1947.  The  occupation  has  something  to  do  with  it  1 — A  very  great  deal. 

1948.  This  report  has  four  or  five  different  heads  or  classifications? — I  think  a  very 
large  number  of  those  who  live  to  be  old  took  their  glass,  but  they  were  abstemious  in 
eating  and  other  things.  In  fact,  long  life  is  the  result  of  abstemiousness  in  everything, 
in  our  passions  as  well  as  in  other  things. 
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1 949.  There  is  such  a  report  as  I  have  spoken  of  1 — Yes ;  but  there  was  a  very  illegiti- 
mate use  made  of  it  at  the  time.  A  portion  of  it  was  taken  out  and  published  all  over 
the  country.  It  is  a  very  valuable  report,  which  would  largely  fill  the  bill  as  to  your 
inquiries.  It  was  published  in  the  British  Medical  Journal,  But  there  are  men  who 
die  at  ninety  years  of  age  from  drinking,  who  might  live  longer  but  for  that  habit. 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

1950.  Are  there  any  cases  on  record  where  moderate  drinking  has  prolonged  life? 
— Not  that  I  am  aware  of,  as  a  dietetic,  but  possibly  as  a  medicine.  The  best  case  you 
can  refer  to  is  that  of  the  late  Cardinal  Manning,  who  died  at  such  a  great  age  and 
absolutely  refused  to  take  liquor  when  he  was  lying  sick. 

By  Mr,  Gigault  : 

1951.  You  make  no  distinction  between  the  different  kinds  of  alcohol.  There  is 
one  kind  obtained  from  potatoes  ? — The  percentage  obtained  from  potatoes  is  very  little. 
Not  more  than  one  per  cent  of  extraneous  alcohol  is  obtained  from  potatoes,  but  I  do 
not  think  the  difference  is  very  great.  It  is  one  variety  of  fusel-oil  which  is  obtained 
from  wheat  and  com  and  malt.  Those  are  the  principal  agents,  but  it  is  in  small 
quantities. 

1952.  You  do  not  think  that  rectification  has  the  effect  of  eliminating  agents  which 
are  injurious  ? — I  do  not  think  it  has. 

By  the  Chairman : 

1953.  Then,  the  raw  alcohol  is  no  more  injurious  than  its  more  refined  neighbour? 
— No,  I  think  not.  ^ 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

1954.  Why  do  they  rectify  it? — To  improve  the  flavour. 
By  Mr,  Giganlt  : 

1955.  You  did  not  read  the  report  of  the  Commission  of  1887,  in  France,  as  to  the 
consumption  of  liquors  ? — I  do  not  know  that  I  did,  but  I  find  reports  are  often  made 
to  suit  the  views  of  the  people  who  make  the  report.  I  do  not  think  the  fusel-oil  has 
any  offensive  effect. 


WILLIAM  MURRAY,  governor  of  Halifax  city  prison,  on  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  as  follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

1956.  How  long  have  you  been  governor  of  the  city  prison  ? — Since  November,  1888. 

1957.  By  what  authority  is  the  appointment  made  ? — The  City  Council  of  Halifax. 

1958.  Is  the  prison  also  the  jail  for  the  county  of  Halifax  ? — No,  only  for  the  city. 

1959.  Are  prisoners  kept  there  waiting  their  trials? — No,  they  are  all  sentenced 
prisoners. 

1 960.  Are  they  prisoners  who  are  sentenced  for  offences  against  the  municipal  laws  ? 
—Yes. 

1961.  Are  any  of  them  there  for  offences  against  Dominion  or  Provincial  laws? — 
No. 

1962.  Simply  for  offences  against  the  city  ordinances  and  by-laws? — Yes. 

1963.  How  many  officers  have  you  in  the  jail,  besides  yourself? — Five. 

1964.  Including  the  matron,  I  suppose? — Yes, 

1 965.  How  many  prisoners  have  you  at  present  ? — Thirty-eight. 

1 966.  Have  you  a  system  of  classification  so  that  you  can  keep  juveniles  apart  from 
the  older  prisoners  ? — We  have  no  juveniles  there.  They  are  sent  to  industritd  homes. 
We  have  nearly  all  adults. 

Alexander  P.  Reid,  M.D. 
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1967.  So  there  is  no  necessity  for  a  system  of  classification  ? — N< 
is  as  to  the  safety  of  keeping  them. 

1968.  But  not  with  regard  to  the  moral  condition  of  the  parties 

1969.  By  whom  are  these  persons  committed? — By  the  stipendi 
Motton. 

1970.  Could  you  name  the  different  offences  for  which  they  ar 
to  April,  1888,  the  total  number  of  prisoners  was  181,  the  number  f« 
92  and  for  larceny  19,  and  in  nearly  every  one  of  those  cases  drun 
larceny.  For  vagrancy  there  were  19,  due  to  nothing  but  drunkeni 
customs  of  the  city  caused  the  vagrancy.  There  is  no  man  or  w( 
sent  to  my  prison  but  the  trouble  was  caused  by  drunkenness.  I  ha 
on  this,  and  I  make  it  a  rule  to  do  so.  You  will  not  find  a  man  or 
of  Halifax  disorderly  except  through  liquor. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

1971.  How  many  of  those  were  there? — Eleven.     For  lewd 
eight.    Some  of  them  were  drunk.    They  did  not  know  what  they  w 
were  brought  to  the  station  in  conveyances,  and  positively  did  not  ki 
two  afterwards  what  they  were  to  be  tried  for. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

1972.  Then,  for  twelve  years  you  have  been  in  charge  of  the  cri 
city  of  Halifax  ? — Of  all  those  who  are  sent  to  the  city  prison,  but  a 
the  county  jail.  There  were  for  profane  language,  four,  for  keeping 
four,  for  assault,  twenty- two.  Those  were  all  men,  except  one  fem« 
all  these,  I  found  every  one  was  the  worse  for  liquor. 

By  Bev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

1973.  To  sum  up  your  experience  of  twelve  years  :  intoxicatin 
cause  of  these  offences  ?— Yes. 

1974.  Have  you  had  any  reason,  or  have  you  made  it  a  matte 
whether  these  people  have  families  outside  ? — Many  of  them  have,  ar 
visited  by  the  wives  and  children  of  prisoners. 

1975.  Have  you  conversed  with  them  ? — Yes  ;  and  the  testimoi 
that  they  will  work  for  a  few  days,  but  that  if  they  get  money  they 

1976.  From  your  inquiries,  do  you  find  that  a  great  deal  of 
others  besides  the  prisoners  by  their  offences  ? — My  experience  in  th( 
addition  to  that  of  the  city  prison  is  a  long  one  with  the  working 
coach  Wright  and  wheelwright  for  32  years.  I  belonged  to  the  fire 
years.  I  belonged  to  the  Sons  of  Temperance,  and  was  superinten 
Hope  with  680  children,  and  my  experience  is  that  the  whole  troubl 
classes  here,  and  with  our  upper  classes  also,  is  the  drinking  cui 
honestly  believe  that  no  man  without  physical  disability  need  be  out 
he  is  sober.  I  believe  we  need  have  no  city  prison  or  poor  asylum  i: 
not  for  the  drinking  custom.  I  will  take  from  Mullen's  wharf  up, 
has  driven  more  young  men  out  of  the  city  than  anything  else, 
amount  which  is  spent  on  immigration  to  bring  people  in  is  lost  in  c 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

1977.  Then,  intoxicating  liquor  has  been  the  principal  cause  of 

.  1978.  During  the  time  you  have  been  in  charge  of  the  priso 
prisoners  been  committed  for  the  illicit  sale  of  liquor  ?— Very  few,  t 
none. 

1979.  You  have  had  such  people  ? — Yes,  for  violation  of  the  cit; 

1980.  You  knew  the  old  license  law,  and  you  know  the  present 

1981.  What  was  the  effect  of  the  old  license  law  as  compare 
license  law ;  which  would  cause  the  least  amount  of  drunkenness,  or 
difference? — I  think  the  present  law  has  reduced  the  drinking  cus 
that  had  been  sent  to  me  for  drunkenness. 
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1982.  There  is  not  so  much  crime? — No. 

1983.  Have  you  watched  the  effect  of  the  present  license  law,  as  to  whether  it  is 
observed  in  the  city  or  not  ?  We  understand  that  its  provisions  are  that  no  liquor  may 
be  sold  by  the  glass  to  any  person  in  an  hotel,  unless  be  is  a  guest,  lodger  or  boarder, 
and  in  a  shop  not  less  than  a  pint,  and  that  not  to  be  drunk  on  the  premises  1 — I  do  not 
think  proper  efforts  are  made  to  carry  out  the  law. 

1984.  It  is  not  carried  out  1 — No. 

1985.  And  the  reason  is  that  proper  efforts  are  not  made? — Certainly. 

1986.  Do  you  think  it  could  be  effectually  carried  out? — A  great  more  than  it  is. 

1987.  What,  in  your  opinion,  is  the  difficulty  in  carrying  it  out  effectually  now  ? — 
I 'think  if  the  officials  were  appointed  by  a  Commission,  they  would  be  removed  from  the 
influences  that  now  appoint  the  parties  who  execute  the  law.  I  have  parties  in  the  city 
prison  who  can  be  got  out  by  paying  a  two  dollar  poll  tax,  and  they  can  have  a  vote  at 
a  municipal  election.  If  we  had  the  police  regulations  properly  enforced,  we  would  have 
a  better  enforcement  of  the  law. 

1988.  By  whom  are  the  officials  now  appointed  ? — By  the  City  Council. 

1989.  Who  are  elected  by  the  ratepayers? — Yes. 

1990.  It  is  the  same  body  that  appoints  you  ? — ^Yes.  , 

1991.  You  think  if  the  officers  wished  it,  if  they  chose  to  do  their  duty,  they  could 
enforce  the  law  ? — I  think  if  all  the  authorities  combined  to  execute  the  law,  it  could  be 
executed. 

1992.  So  the  cause  of  the  non-enforcement  is  the  want  of  discharge  of  duty  by 
those  in  authority  ? — Yes,  because  the  people  who  violate  the  law  make  the  Council, 
and  the  Council  appoints  the  officers. 

1993.  Then  the  majority  of  the  ratepapers  would  not  be  in  favour  of  the  violation 
of  the  law  ? — I  believe  the  majority  of  the  ratepayers  of  Nova  Scotia  would  enforce  the 
law,  if  it  were  passed, 

1994.  But  I  am  speaking  of  the  present  law  ? — No,  the  franchise  now  puts  powers 
in  the  wrong  hands. 

Bi/  Mr,  Clarke: 

1995.  What  is  the  franchise  ? — A  very  small  tax  or  a  poll  tax. 

By  Judge  McDonald  .* 

1996.  We  are  informed  that  it  is  necessary  in  order  to  get  a  license,  that  three- 
fiif ths  of  the  residents  in  the  section  must  sign  the  petition  ? — Yes. 

1997.  Can  a  man  who  is  paying  two  dollars  poll  tax  sign  that  petition  ? — Yes. 

1998.  Have  you  knowledge  of  the  working  of  the  Scott  Act?— -Not  much.  It  has 
not  been  in  force  in  the  city. 

1999.  From  your  experience  do  you  believe  that  a  prohibitory  law  for  the  whole 
Dominion,  a  law  prohibiting  the  manufacture,  importation  and  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors, 
except  for  medicinal  and  mechanical  purposes,  is  desirable  ? — I  do. 

2000.  Do  you  think  it  could  be  enforced  ? — In  Nova  Scotia,  outside  of  Halifax,  I 
think  we  could  enforce  it. ' 

2001.  You  believe  it  could  be  enforced  in  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia? — Yes. 

2002.  Including  the  city  of  Halifax  ? — I  think  a  good  deal  of  attention  would  be 
required  to  enforce  it  here.  There  are  more  people  interested  than  in  other  places. 
This  is  the  Gibraltar  of  rum.  The  rum  interest  has  more  interests  than  any  other,  but 
the  effect  of  the  church  and  temperance  societies  has  been  so  great  that  the  people  are 
more  interested  in  the  cause  of  temperance  now  than  they  were  formerly  in  the  city  of 
Halifax. 

2003.  Then,  in  Halifax  more  education  would  be  required  to  make  such  a  law  a 
success  ? — Yes. 

2004.  But  for  the  province  as  a  whole  it  would  be  a  success  ? — Yes. 

2005.  Do  you  think  a  high  license  fee  would  be  better  ? — No ;  I  do  not  think  it 
would  raise  the  morality  of  the  people.  I  think  it  is  as  degrading  to  pay  $1,000  as  to 
pay  1,000  cents. 

William  Murray. 
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By  ifie  Chairman : 

2006.  Do  you  think  it  would  increase  the  consumption  of  liquor  % — I  do  not  know 
that  it  would.  ^ 

2007.  What  is  your  opinion  ? — I  do  not  think  it  would — if  the  license  fee  were 
raised. 

2008.  And  probably  ther^y  reduce  the  number  of  establishments  ? — My  opinion 
is  that  to  reduce  the  number  of  establishments  is  to  reduce  the  temptation. 

2009.  And  thereby  reduce  the  quantity  consumed  ? — A.  Yes,  and  the  temptation 
to  drink  on  the  part  of  those  who  would  not  drink  otherwise. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

2010.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  under  the  present  license  law,  persons 
will  coDcbine  to  buy  a  bottle,  and  drink  it  elsewhere  ? — A.  I  think  not  in  regard  to  the 
respectable  drinkers.  There  is  a  class  of  drinkers  who  will  get  it  anywhere  and  in 
anyway. 

2011.  Where  do  you  suppose  the  respectable  drinkers  get  it  ? — A.  I  might  say  to 
your  secretary  :  "  Patrick,  come  in  to  have  a  drink,  "  and  he  might  say  the  same  to  me, 
although  he  never  did.  But  I  think  the  labouring  man  can  go  in  and  get  a  glass  of  rum 
when  he  wants  it. 

2012.  You  think  the  effect  of  this  law  preventing  the  sale  by  the  glass  has  been 
beneficial  to  this  class  of  people  1 — A.  I  think  so. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

2013.  Has  it  reduced  the  consumption  ? — A.  I  think  so. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

2014.  Is  the  statement  you  made  contained  in  your  printed  report,  or  is  it  simply 
a  statement  you  prepared  ? — A.  It  is  in  print. 

2015.  Will  you  put  it  in  evidence  ? — A  Yes.  In  1890,  there  were  310  convictions, 
144  for  drinking  ;  in  1889,  201  convictions,  118  for  drinking ;  in  1884,  360  convictions, 
208  for  drinking  ;  in  1883,  381  con\'ictions. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

2016.  What  was  the  population  of  Halifax  in  1888  1  -A.  36,000. 

2017.  And  in  1890  ?— A.  2,000  or  3,000  more. 

2018.  There  were  144  drunks  in  1890,  and  92  in  1888  :  is  that  correct  ?  You  said 
drunkenness  had  decreased  as  the  result  of  the  new  law  ? — A.  Yes. 

2019.  In  1888,  there  was  a  total  of  181  convictions,  and  for  drunkenness  92  ? — 
A  Yes'. 

2020.  In  1890,  the  total  number  of  persons  convicted  for  drunkenness  was  144  ? — 
A  Yes. 

2021.  How  do  you  claim  there  has  been  less  drunkenness  in  the  latter  year  thai^ 
in  the  former  ? — A.  Is  not  that  a  smaller  proportion  to  the  total. 

2022.  I  am  speaking  of  those  committed  for  drunkenness  ? — A  I  am  speaking  in 
regard  to  the  number  in  proportion. 

2023.  Only  in  proportion  ?— Yes. 

2024.  But  there  were  sixty  per  cent  more  people  sent  in  last  year  for  drunkenness 
than  in  1888  ? — A.  Not  in  proportion. 

2025.  In  1888,  there  were  92,  and  in  1890,  there  were  144,  100  males  and  44 
females? — A.  Yes. 

2026.  How,  then,  do  you  explain  your  statement  that  drunkenness  has  decreased  ? 
— A  There  were  310  commitments  in  1890,  and  only  144  of  those  were  for  drunkenness. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

2027.  Your  answer  to  me  was  that  the  tendency  of  the  new  law  was  to  decrease 
iirunkenness  % — A.  It  may  not  have  done  that,  but  it  decreased  the  convictions. 
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1890,  I  see  49  ^ent  in  for  vagrancy  1 — A.  Yes. 
iber  was  19  ? — Yes. 

3y  in  1890  attributable  to  the  same  cause  as  in  1888  1 — Yes. 
assault  and  disorderly  conduct  and  larceny  1 — ^Yes. 
the  causes  in  1890  as  being  the  same  as  those  in  1888 1 — Yes. 
x)tal  commitments  in  1890  and  181  in  1888  ?— Yes. 
ommitments  for  larceny  in  1890  ? — Yes. 
lat  drink  was  at  the  bottom  of  almost  all  these  troubles  1 — 
ves. 
other  reason  for  the  increase  in  the  commitments  ? — There 


od: 

d  by  business  men  that  times  have  been  hard  recently.  Is 
\  due  to  the  fact  that  fewer  men  have  been  able  to  pay  their 
30urse,  the  more  there  are  who  pay  their  fines,  the  less  there 


ation  of  the  license  law,  the  people  of  Halifax  could  have 

b,  by  refusing  to  sign  these  petitions  ? — Yes. 

efore,  an  indication  that  they  do  not  desire  it  1 — Yes ;  but  I 

3ra  say  that  while  you  allow  liquor  to  be  imported,  they  will 

sell  it. 

Lny  agitation  in  favour  of  the  Scott  Act  in  the  city  1 — It  was 

od  : 

ler  the  operation  of  the  present  license  law  in  1890  and  in 

)arison  between  the  two  license  systems  in  those  years  ? — No; 
ith  them. 


you  believe  that  but  for  the  drink  traffic  in  Halifax,  there 

3  poor's  asylum  or  the  jail  ? — Very  little. 

y  place  where  prohibition  exists,  where  there  are  no  jails  or 

laine,  are  there  any  jails  or  poor  houses  1 — I  do  not  know ; 


od: 

imate  knowledge  of  Dartmouth,  and  do  you  know  whether 
ere  ? — They  have  a  poor  farm  for  the  county,  but  I  do  not 
oor  house. 


btes  are  there  in  the  county  poor  house  ? — I  do  not  know — 

ses  are  there  in  the  county  ? — Five  or  six,  I  think. 

y  jail  ? — It  is  in  this  city. 

;rs  convicted  in  the  county  ? — All   prisoners  who  are  to  be 

b  are  incarcerated  there  until  their  trial,  and  I  think  some 

irt  for  short  terms,  and  also  from  the  County  Court. 

ihe  county  ? — I  think  from  the  province. 
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2052.  There  are  only  two  or  three  licenses  in  the  county  ?— 

2053.  And  yet  there  is  a  jail  and  poor  house  in  the  county 

By  Rev.  Br,  McLeod: 

2154.  There  was  a  time  when  there  were  more  hcenses  ii 
think  so. 

By  Mr.  Clarke: 

2055.  And  notwithstanding  the  decrease  in  the  licenses,  ac< 
there  were  more  people  committed  in  1890  than  in  1888  ? — Yes. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

2056.  Are  many  of  those  committed  to  your  care  total  abst 
one,  and  I  have  asked  the  question  a  hundred  times  and  more. 

2057.  T  suppose  sometimes  people  are  committed  to  you  fo 
ren  and  women,  and  I  suppose  they  are  men  who  drink  ? — Yes. 

2058.  Have  you  had  many  violators  of  the  liquor  law  in  youi 
but  they  generally  pay  the  fines. 

2059.  Do  you  know  that  prostitution  goes  on  to  any  ext 
from  the  number  that  are  sent  to  prisen.  That  is  the  only  way 
they  attribute  their  downfall  very  largely  to  liquor. 

2060.  Do  you  find  they  are  in  all  cases  addicted  to  the 
knew  one  who  was  not. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

2061.  Is  there  any  other  cause? — Going  out  at  night  and  d 
I  found  a  young  man  in  the  station  shed  and  asked  what  he  was 
"  I  am  here  because  I  did  not  take  your  advice  sixteen  years  ago 
of  Hope  and  Sunday  school  classes." 

By  Jvdge  McDonald : 

2062.  During  the  last  year  have  there  been  such  people  in 

2063.  How  do  you  suppose  they  got  liquor  ? — It  is  given 
the  law.  I  have  many  Micmac  Indian  squaws  and  men.  Then 
them  liquor,  but  I  have  two  or  three  in  the  prison  now,  and  the^ 
them  the  liquor.  I  never  knew  an  Indian  who  would  tell,  and 
for  being  drunk. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

2064.  Will  you  state  in  a  general  way  your  observation  of  i 
trade  and  the  drink  habit  on  the  citizens  of  Halifax  1 — As  far 
apprentice  to  John  R.  Croskill,  the  printer,  in  an  establishmei 
were  working.  My  experience,  as  a  boy,  was  that  whenever  on 
I  was  sent  to  get  these  men  to  work,  they  were  home  and  it  was 
t  hem  away.  I  left  the  business  because  it  did  not  agree  with  i 
my  apprenticeship  to  the  wheelwright  business,  and  my  experiei 
were  mined  by  drinks  There  was  a  man  who  was  known  by  yo 
twenty-five  years  of  his  life  in  the  poor  house,  supported  by  the 
no  reason  except  drink.  The  best  wheel-maker  I  knew,  if  he  is 
poor  house,  and  I  could  give  his  name.  I  know  a  man  who  did 
city  of  HaUfax  as  a  mechanic.  He  was  captain  in  charge  of  « 
the  city  of  Halifax,  and,  if  he  is  not  dead^  he  is  in  the  poor  ho 
drink  and  nothing  else.  I  have  seen  young  men  go  away,  and  i 
them  away,  and  I  have  met  them  in  the  city  of  Boston  vei 
clergymen  in  the  city  prison  who  have  been  committed  for  dr 
else.  I  have  picked  up  a  clergyman  in  the  street  who  was  suffe 
and  have  taken  binn  home. 
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bservation,  then,  is  that  the  drink  trade  does  not  discriminate  between 
s  high  and  low. 

on  known  of  merchants  and  sons  of  merchants  who  drink  at  home  t 
men  who  have  been  completely  wiped  out  by  drink.  I  was  standing 
I  Halifax  the  day  our  volunteers  went  to  the  North-west,  and  I  said  : 
is  become  of  all  the  boys  who  went  to  the  Grammar  School  ? "  He 
7  the  style  of  my  father's  sideboard,  and  the  drinking  custom  has 
ut."  My  experience  of  workingmen,  labouring  men  and  mechanics  is 
in  their  ruin. 

ou  any  knowledge  of  promising  business  firms  that  have  become  insol- 
red  through  the  drink  trade  ? — I  will  tell  you  of  a  merchant  firm  that 
at.  The  merchant  said  :  "  When  Mr.  So-and-so  comes  in,  he  will  give 
Ets  too  drunk  to  know  that  he  was  present,  and  he  referred  me  to  the 
I  he  was  too  drunk  to  know  the  other  two  were  there.  One  of  the 
irm  was  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Halifax,  and  he  died  so  poor  that  his 
row  money  to  bury  him.    I  never  drank  a  glass  of  liquor  in  my  life. 

yiarke : 

hose  merchants  who  have  been  generally  successful,  been  invariably 
-I  do  not  think  so ;  very  few  of  them.     Total  abstinence  was  not  very 


Dr.  McLeod : 

wdi&  very  little  idea  of  total  abstinence  in  those  days  1 — Very  little.  I 
ihering  of  159,  and  only  one  man  did  not  drink.  That  was  in  1846, 
terwards  there  were  only  three  who  did  not  drink,  but  afterwards  I 
ey  would  not  allow  liquor  on  the  table. 

'lutirman : 

was  this  ? — In  the  city  of  Halifax. 

rstood  you  to  say  there  was  no  poor  house  in  Dartmouth  ? — There  is  a 
)  county. 

the  town  ? — I  do  not  think  it  has  any  poor's  house, 
popul  ition  is  in  the  place  ? — I  do  not  know.     I  think  about  5,000. 
ere  any  poor  in  it  ? — I  do  not  know.     I  have  many  relatives  in  Dart- 
married  there,  and  I  never  heard  them  say  there  were  any  poor  there 
ow.     I  am  not  aware  that  there  is  a  pauper  in  Dartmouth, 
ave  prohibition  in  Dartmouth  ? — I  believe  they  grant  no  licenses, 
practical  prohibition  of  the  liquor  traffic,  is  it  not  1 — I  do  not  know, 
contrary  to  the  law  to  sell  liquor,  is  not  that  prohibition  I — It  is  not 
but  it  may  be  taken  into  Dartmouth.     I  undei'stand  that  prohibition 
driving  a  team  with  liquor  into  Dartmouth. 

ave  you  not  prohibition  of  the  same  kind  in  Halifax  ? — I  have  said 
difax  is  the  Gibraltar  of  the  rum  traffic,  and  the  rum  interest  is  so 
3  anything  to  carry  it  out. 
at  the  public  feeling  is  so  strong  against  prohibition  ? — They  have  an 

ill  not  cease  to  apply  for  licenses  ? — I  have  talked  frequently  with 
),  and  many  of  them  have  said  to  me  :   "  Murray,  get  prohibition,  and 

B  people  of  Halifax  have  not  adopted  the  same  course  as  the  people  of 

u  tell  us  the  reason  ? — I  cannot.     I  suppose  they  are  not  educated  up 

at  the  majority  of  the  people  do  not  want  it  ? — I  would  not  give  that 
atil  it  was  tested  by  vote. 

[URRAY. 
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2084.  Then,  can  you  explain  why  it  is  that  Halifax  h< 
way  ? — Yes  ;  because  the  liquor  interests  are  so  interested 
all  means  in  their  power,  legitimate  or  illegitimate,  to  carry 
who  are  not  interested  do  not  exercise  their  influence  in  i 
would  vote  for  a  prohibitory  law. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

-085.   Has  the  Scott  Act  ever  been  submitted  here  ? — 

2086.  Has  an  eflFort  ever  been  made  to  get  up  a  petit 
but  nothing  was  done. 

By  ike  Cfuiirma7i : 

2087.  You  have  stated,  and  it  has  been  stated  before, 
is  not  availed  of  to  put  an  end  to  the  sale  of  liquors  wi 
Dominion  law  would  be  accepted  and  acted  upon  for  that  \ 
stand  that  the  people  have  less  respect  in  this  community  f( 
a  Dominion  law  ? — I  would  not  say  that ;  but  there  is  such 
city  that  they  are  more  vigilant,  they  work  harder,  their  in 
portion  of  the  community  think  their  interest  is  indirectly 
while  you  allow  A,  B  and  C  to  bring  liquor  here,  we  d< 
should  not  be  allowed  to  sell  it.  I  think  prohibition  would 
vote  than  the  Scott  Act.  If  the  Dominion  Government  si: 
hibition  to  a  vote,  I  believe  it  would  be  carried. 


RODERICK  MACDONALD,  of  Halifax,  on  bein 
follows  : — 

By  tJie  Clvairman  : 

2088.  Are  you  a  native  of  Halifax  ? — Yes. 
2088a.  What  is  your  present  occupation  or  business  1— 
20S9.  You  are  a  manufacturer  of  what  ? — Of  brass  i 
and  hot  water  engines. 

2090.  How  long  have  you  been  a  manufacturer? — I 
firm  sixteen  years ;  the  firm  has  been  longer  in  existence. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

2091.  How  many  persons  do  you  employ? — I  might  a 
manufacturers  we  are  interested  in  steamers  and  in  shipping  a 
and  altogether  we  employ  from  110  to  140  hands. 

2092.  Have  you  any  preference  in  your  choice  of  em] 
of  the  men,  whether  they  are  drinkers  or  not  ? — We  have  a 
of  abstainers. 

2093.  Why? — They  are  more  regular  at  their  work, 
more  reliable  in  every  way. 

2094.  If  you  have  at  any  time  employees  who  drink  m 
trouble  with  them  ? — Not  so  much  in  later  years  as  formerl; 

2095.  Do  you  think  that  the  wage-earning  power  of  the 
if  he  be  a  drinker  as  if  he  be  a  total  abstainer  ? — No,  '. 
abstainer. 

2096.  And  the  drinking  man  is  not  so  valuable  to  you 

2097.  Do  accidents  sometimes  occur  in  yourwoiks?- 
have  been  very  few  accidents. 

2098.  Sometimes  employers  assert  that  they  lose  by 
men  are  drinking  ;  they  work  a  day  or  so  and  then  go  off,  ac 
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ion  of  not  very  good  health  brought  about  by  drinking  ;  and 

that  way  themselves,  but  that  absence  interferes  with  the 

is  left  idle  and  one  set  of  men  being  off  certain  machines  may 

fon  ever  have  cases  of  that  kind  ? — That  is  true,  but  we  have 

,te  years  on  account  of  changing  pay  day. 

las  been  made  ? — We  have  changed  pay  day  from  Saturday 

t  and  then  to  Tuesday  night.  We  compelled  a  man  to  be  there 

►ook,  and  we  compelled  him  to  be  there  on  Tuesday,  to  show 

y.     When  our  hands  were  paid  on  Saturday  we  found  that 

f  afternoon,  some  of  the  men  spent  their  earnings  in  the  liquor 

ven  Wednesday  before  we  would  get  into  shape  and  our 

on. 

[  •  the  change  made  an  improvement  1 — The  change  has  made 

ls(»  weeded  out  those  who  were  intemperate.     W^e  found  we 

berests. 

you  think  total  national  prohibition,  well  enforced,  would 
is  generally,  as  you  have  observed  them  as  a  business  man  1 — 
onomy,  I  look  upon  all  capital  put  into  the  liquor  business  as 

capital  put  into  the  liquor  business  is  wasted  ? — I  certainly 
irn. 

r  business  interests  that  would  be  injuriously  affected  1—1 
ison  :  the  liquor  traffic  gives  the  least  employment  to  labour 
fit  to  the  community. 

1,  that  the  prohibition  of  the  traffic  would  have  a  good  effect 
is,  in  that  it  would  transfer  capital  that  is  now,  as  you  regard 
s,  and  it  would  have  a  good  effect  on  the  wage-earning  power 
k  it  would,  in  this  way  :  I  have  been  accustomed  to  look  into 
and  I  have  charged  my  mind  with  this  fact,  that,  taking  the 
ited  States,  both  as  regards  distilled  and  fermented  liquors, 
ited  or  distilled  liquors  gives  employment  to  only  176  hands, 
hands  to  produce  that  $1,000,000  worth  of  product  are  only 
id,  the  production  of  $1,000,000  worth  of  useful  articles,  such 
lired  in  the  household,  would  give  employment  to  690  hands, 
Washington,  and  the  wages  paid  out  would  be  $237,000  for 
xiuced. 

then,  that  there  is  a  vast  difference  between  the  employment 
»t<ed  in  the  liquor  business  and  the  same  amount  of  money 
? — Decidedly. 

Ference  you  are  pointing  out  ? — Yes,  as  between  $82,750  and 
gh  I  think  the  capital  employed  in  the  liquor  business,  for  I 
will  be  about  as  two  to  one — it  requires  more  capital — that 
inst  $459,000. 

ea  that  if  the  distillers  and  brewers  establishments  were  closed 
ig  for  an  investment  ? — No,  I  have  not. 

Ba  that  men  employed  in  those  manufacturing  establishments 
because  the  establishments  were  closed  ? — Not  by  any  means ; 
lit.  I  think  that  if  the  capital  were  transferred  to  what  I 
}erprises,  the  amount  would  give  the  farmer  double  the  profit 
ops. 
licensed  houses  in  the  vicinity  of  your  factory  1 — We  have 

ed  any  good  or  evil  effects,  so  far  as  your  men  are  concerned  ? 

them  out  of  the  vicinity. 

.ny  trouble  in  doing  so  ? — Not  directly  with  the  shops ;  I  have 


ILD. 
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2112.  What  ? — About  ten  years  ago,  I  was  a  director  of  the  Sailors'  Home.  There 
was  a  liquor  shop  to  the  north,  another  liquor  shop  in  front,  and  a  man  wanted  to  start 
a  liquor  shop  to  the  south.     We  fought  it.     We  presented  a  petition  against  it ;  I  think 

Jt  contained   54  names,  representing  an  assessment  of  over  $1,250,000,     That  petition 
w^  practically  ignored. 

2113.  By  what  body  ? — By  the  licensing  committee  of  the  Council.  They  heard  us, 
but  they  heard  us  as  though  they  heard  us  not. 

2114.  They  met  for  what  purpose  ? — They  met  to  issue  licenses.  1  attended,  as 
others  declined  to  come  and  did  not  want  to  come.  I  defied  the  Council  to  grant  the 
license  asked  for.     The  other  directors  had  given  up  the  matter  as  hopeless.  « 

2115.  On  that  account  the  license  was  not  granted  ? — Yes ;  it  was  not  granted  on 
that  account. 

2116.  It  was  not  granted  because  of  the  strength  of  your  petition  ? — No,  that  was 
apparently  not  considered.  I  may  say  every  other  director  gave  the  matter  up  and  left 
it  in  my  hands. 

2117.  You  endeavoured,  in  common  with  the  other  directors,  to  prevent  the 
locating  in  your  neighbourhood  of  those  objectionable  places  :  was  it  done  on  purely 
moral  grounds  or  was  it  largely  a  matter  of  business  1 — I  do  not  think  I  understand  you. 

2118.  As  a  director  of  the  home,  was  the  stand  you  took  on  th^s  question  taken  on 
moral  grounds  ? — Yes. 

2118a.  But  the  objection  to  the  saloon  in  the  vicinity  of  your  industrial  establish- 
ment  is  taken  on  what  ground  1 — Because  it  does  not  pay  to  have  one. 

2119.  So  it  was  on  business  principles  1 — Certainly. 

2120.  Do  you  have  an  idea  that  the  liquor  law  in  Halifax  is  fairly  enforced  ? — To 
the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  it  is  not  enforced  at  all. 

2121.  You  believe  that  persons  holding  Ucenses  violate  the  provisions  of  the 
license  law  ? — They  certainly  do  so.  I  cannot  speak  from  personal  knowledge,  because 
I  never  enter  a  bar  room  ;  but  it  is  well  known  that  men  who  enter  hotels  are 
constantly  asked  to  have  a  drink.     They  go  to  the  bar,  and  they  come  out. 

2122.  Do  you  consider  they  buy  a  bottle  of  hquor  ? — Yes. 

2123.  They  go  to  a  bar  ?— Yes. 

2124.  Yet  the  law  prohibits  a  bar  in  a  hotel. — I  believe  so.  I  may  say  I  have 
been  in  bars  where  I  have  seen  liquor  sold  by  the  glass  in  Halifax,  under  the  new  law. 
I  had  to  go  there  to  get  liquor  for  a  sick  man,  and  I  saw  hquor  sold  freely  at  an 
open  bar. 

2125.  Do  you  think  that  if  there  were  an  earnest  attempt  made  to  enforce  the 
provisions  of  the  license  law,  it  could  be  done  1 — By  an  inspector  in  sympathy  with  the 
Act,  I  think  it  ,could  be  done. 

2126.  The  fact  that  it  is  not  enforced  would  imply  that  the  inspector  is  not  in 
sympathy  with  the  Act  ;  at  all  events,  would  it  not  imply  that  he  does  not  enforce  it  ? 
— ^To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  he  does  not. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

2127.  Do  you  think  that  if  you  had  an  inspector  in  sympathy  with  the  Act,  it 
would  be  more  efficiently  enforced  than  it  is  at  present  ? — It  would  make  a  wonderful 
difference. 

2128.  If  that  inspector  had  the  whole  of  what  you  may  call  the  respectable  com- 
munity of  Halifax  at  his  back  helping  him,  he  would  be  strengthened,  encouraged  and 
aided  ? — Certainly. 

2129.  On  the  occasion  of  which  you  have  spoken,  when  you  saw  the  law  being 
broken,  did  you  inform  the  inspector  as  to  what  you  had  seen  ? — Not  in  that  case  ;  I 
had  seen  the  same  in  other  cases.  I  have  known  other  cases  where  men  have  frequented 
saloons,and  it  was  known  that  they  were  ruining  themselves  and  wasting  their  property. 
I  have  brought  some  of  these  cases  to  the  attention  of  the  inspector. 

2130.  What  did  he  say  ? — He  promised  that  he  would  look  into  the  matter  and  act. 

2131.  Here  was  a  case  in  which  you  were  able  to  produce  a  witness,  yourself  ;  did 
you  do  so  ?-  -I  did  not. 

2132.  How  many  years  have  you  been  in  business  1 — As  an  employer  16  years, 
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a  number  of  men  in  your  employ,  I  understand  :  are  they  all 

understood  you   to   say   that  you   prefer   employing    total 
bem.  , 

'ou  to  say  that  you  prefer  total  abstainers  to  men  who  drink  ? 

ot  employ  total  abstainers  altogether  ? — They  are  not  always 
come  to  us,  one  a  total  abstainer  and  one  a  drinking  man,  we 

ir  to  be  so  many  opinions  as  to  what  constitutes  a  drinking 
hev  you  would  prefer  a  total  abstainer  to  one  who  drank  liquor 
ntity  ? — Certainly. 

speak  of  a  drinking  man,  I  suppose  you  mean  a  man  who  is 
aloon,  and  who  drinks  to  excess,  and  you  would   not  employ 

I  reasons  ? — He  would  be  no  good  among  machinery, 
lio  would  occasionally  take  a  glass  of  wine  or  ale,  say  once  a 
way,  and  who  therefore  was  not  a  total  abstainer :  would  you 
)loying  him,  if  he  was  a  man  whose  work  suited  you  1 — We 
not. 

lited  you,  would  you  object  to  him  as  an  employee ;  and  have 
r  employment  now? — We  have.  Our  customers  sometimes 
:  to  drinking  men  being  sent  into  their  establishments, 
limself,  a  public  oflScer,  has  been  sworn  here,  and  has  stated,  as 
lat  he  does  his  utmost  to  have  the  law  enforced,  and  that  there 
:  sergeants  of  police,  who  were  furnished  him  as  deputy  inspect- 
ing the  law.  Other  officials  of  the  city  have  stated,  as^I  re- 
at  the  inspector  is  an  efficient  officer  and  tries  to  do  his  duty, 
total  abstainer  and  a  member  of  two  temperance  societies, 
roved  here  before  this  Commission  and  also  sworn  to,  do  you 
ot  discharge  his  duties  1 — I  certainly  do.  I  will  give  you  the 
I  wanted  a  man's  career  stopped  if  possible,  and  I  told 
e  drank.  I  repeatedly  gave  the  information,  and  three  months 
I  the  place.  He  followed  some  men  in,  but  he  did  not  give 
earned  from  him,  to  have  their  glasses  filled ;  he  found  the 
fiding  round  and  the  very  man  I  had  mentioned  sitting  there, 
•ietor  a  scolding,  a  great  scolding.  I  said  that  if  he  had  power 
e  had  power  to  arrest  him. 

bas  told  us  that  he  sometimes  sees  people  standing  near  licensed 
Q  him  coming  round  they  enter  the  establishment  and  give 
)ok  out  for  him.  Have  you  known  anything  of  that  kind  ? — No. 
id  your  belief  that  if  the  inspector  had  the  help  of  the  respect- 
do  better.  Do  you  think  that  while  the  people  take  the  view 
id  charge  the  inspector  with  not  doing  his  duty,  they  are  apt 

8  being  one  which  it  is  no  one's  business  to  attend  to,  and  so 

9  means  of  backing  him  up  1 — I  think  he  is  well  backed  by  the 
mm  unity. 

ent  that  he  is  so  backed  ? — They   do  everything  so  far  as  they 

do  ? — They  are  willing  to  aid  him  in  any  way  they  can. 
how  their  willingness  ? — There  have  been  cases  brought  up. 
ute  ? — I  am  only  giving  hearsay  evidence  to  prove  that  they 
id  HO  prosecutions  have  followed. 

I  understood,  I  believe,  and  it  is  known  that  any  person  may 
— I  believe  it  is. 

whether  people  finding  the  inspector  does  not  discharge  his 
impted  prosecutions  ? — They  did  in  one  case. 

ALD. 
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2151.  With  what  result? — I  think  the  party,  in  the  first  instance,  was  mulcted  in 
damages  and  convicted  of  conspiracy.  He  was  held  by  the  County  Judge  to  have  been 
guilty  of  conspiracy.     This  judgment  was  aften^ards  reversed  by  a  Bench  of  Judges. 

2152.  Were  those  local  people  1 — They  were. 

2153.  Was  it  a  resident  of  the  city  who  laid  this  information? — I  do  not  know 
about  the  information,  the  principal  mover  was  a  merchant  in  this  city. 

2154.  The  inspector,  we  understand,  is  appointed  by  the  City  Council  1 — Yes. 

2155.  And  the  City  Council  is  elected  by  the  people  ? — Yes. 

2156.  Are  they  not  presumed  to  reflect  public  sentiment,  as  the  people  have  it  in 
their  own  hands  to  say  who  shall  or  shall  not  be  their  representatives  ? — They  have. 

2157.  Have  the  people,  represented  by  the  City  Council,  which  employs  the 
inspector,  sent  in  complaints  as  to  the  manner  in  which  he  performs  his  duty  ? — I  think 
they  have  done  so  on  more  than  one  occasion. 

2158.  How  have  these  complaints  been  treated  ? — That,  I  cannot  swear  to,  for  I 
took  no  part  in  regard  to  them. 

2159.  You  do  not  know  what  the  result  of  the  investigation  was  ? — No. 

2160.  Do  you  think  the  strength  of  the  community  would  be  at  the  back  of  the 
inspector  to  help  him  ? — I  believe  it  would. 

2161.  Then  would  not  the  strength  of  the  community,  if  he  had  failed  to  do  his 
duty,  have  influenced  his  employers,  the  Council,  to  remove  him  ? — When  the  p61itical 
pot  boils  the  scum  sometimes  comes  to  the  top.  There  is  just  this  about  the  matter :  A 
corner  liquor  shop  is  far  more  active  in  an  election,  and  can  influence  more  voters  than 
can  a  man  of  good  moral  standing — it  has  the  very  element  at  its  command,  free  hquor. 
It  is  equally  well  known  that  they  influence  elections  very  strongly,  and  act  as  a  unit 
when  their  interests  are  attacked.    Their  motto  is  to  stick  together  for  all  they  are  worth. 

2162.  That  being  the  case,  is  a  similar  amount  of  energy  put  forth  by  the  temperance 
people  ? — I  do  not  believe  it  is,  because  no  one  wants  to  run  his  head  into  a  hornet's  nest. 
I  found  it  was  a  hornet's  nest  when  I  went  into  it. 

21^63.  May  that  not  account  for  the  fact  that  these  methods  are  not  followed  up? — 
Yes. 

2164.  I  understood  from  the  evidence  given  here  that  where  signatures  are  put  to 
these  petitions  for  hcenses,  they  have  to  bf  verified  by  the  oath  of  the  person  who  saw 
them  signed  ? — That  is  the  statement. 

2165.  In  one  case  a  name  was  found  to  have  been  forged  ? — It  was  only  one  of  many. 

2166.  Do  you  know  if  any  efibrt  was  made  to  punish  the  forger  in  that  case  ? — No. 

2167.  Was  any  eflfort  made  to  punish  the  man  who  swore  that  he  saw  the  name 
signed  ? — No.  In  another  case,  out  of  some  55  names  some  27  were  forgeries.  I  think 
for  11  years  I  went  over  the  petitions;  220  applications  were  made  during  that  time, 
and  in  a  great  many  cases  the  signatures  were  rubbed  out  with  the  hand,  the  paper  had 
been  rubbed  until  it  was  torn  and  no  one  could  identify  the  signatures.  In  other  cases 
the  signatures  had  been  cut  out,  and  in  other  cases  marked  out  with  ink,  so  that  it  was 
impossible  to  recognize  them.  In  fact  those  220  applications  were  the  most  disreputable 
set  of  papers  I  ever  knew.     They  could  not  be  read  by  any  one. 

2l6*':<.  You  think  under  this  law,  with  all  these  defects,  that  drunkenness  has  de- 
creas  d1 — I  do,  although  we  may  see  more  of  it  in  the  streets,  because  now  a  man,  if  he 
has  obtained  his  drink,  has  to  get  out  of  the  bar-room.  Under  the  old  law  he  would  be 
retained  until  his  money  was  expended.  ThatVas  the  bad  feature  of  the  old  law,  and 
the  feature  to  which  I  have  just  referred  is  a  good  feature  of  the  new  law. 

2169.  If  the  hotel-keeper  in  defiance  of  the  law  sells,  why  should  he  turn  the  man 
out  ? — Because  he  would  be  likely  to  be  a  witness  against  l^im. 

21*0.  Why  more  so  in  one  case  than  in  the  other? — The  sooner  he  gets  rid  of  his 
customers  the  better. 

2171.  Is  not  this  Ucense  law,  so  far  as  it  goes,  intended  to  be  in  the  direction  of 
prohibition  ? — It  is  to  abolish  the  saloons  or  abolish  treating — the  intention  is  to  abolish 
treating. 

2172.  If  under  its  operation  the  city  is  in  the  condition  you  have  described,  how 
do  you  expect,  or  have  you  considered  the  question,  so  as  {o  be  able  to  form  an  opinion 
in  regard   to   it,  that  under  er  prohibitory  law  the  city  of  Halifax  would  do  better  ? — • 
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are  not  with  iis  now,  who  say  that  while  the  Government 
\r  traffic,  they  will  not  be  a  party  to  fettering  the  business 
u  press  for  prohibition,  we  will  sign  for  it  and  assist  you 
t  as  persecuting  a  business  so  long  as  it  is  legalized  by 
legalized,  they  say  it  should  not  be  meddled  with. 
!  who  now  desire  to  have  the  license  law  enforced,  and 
d  constitutionally,  but  will  not  take  steps  to  enforce  it  in 
o  enforce  a  prohibitory  law  ? — I  think  they  would.     They 

to  go  into  the  enforcement  of  the  Act  heartily  now  ?*— 

could  get  those  people  to  take  more  energetic  action  ? — 
.  the  City  Council  we  can  do  very  little  with  the  inspector 
the  law. 

,t  if  a  prohibitory  law  for  the  whole  Dominion,  such  as 
:ed,   a  different  class  of  officers  would  l)e  appointed  to 
get  a  better  class.     They  would  not  be  subject  to  the 
7ork  in  Halifax. 

in  this  matter,  as  you  have  done  for  many  years,  do  you 
d^cCarthy  Act  when  it  was  in  force  ? — I  do  not  remember 
snce  in  regard  to  it. 

►u  may  remember,  there  were  commissioners  appointed, 
Y  the  Government.  You  cannot  say  that  the  Act  when  in 
^lor  was  Inspector.     1  know  the  liquor  men  were  very 

?n  of  the  opinion  that  the  McCarthy  Act  was  of  a  more 
e  other  Acts  ? — Yes,  than  anything  that  had  preceded  it. 
Lt  if  the  controlling  power,  I  might  say  the  appointing 
>f  the  enforcement  of  the  law, it  could  be  enforced? — I  do. 
u  had  men  in  office  as  inspectors  and  otherwise  for  the 
ere  honestly  anxious  to  have  the  law  observed,  and  if  they 
pie,  the  temperance  people  would  help  them  ? — I  think 
Lce  goes  to  show  they  would.  If  they  fell  back  on  the 
be  sustained, 
ommunity  in  general  would  sustain  them  ? — I  could  hardly 

who  do  not  think  strongly  one  way  or  the  other  ? — There 
persecution  to  take  action  against  the  dealers,  while  the 
J  from  the  traffic  and  legalizes  it.  I  do  not  think  the 
m  Act  is  passed,  it  should  be  enforced  according  to  the 

connection   with  the  Act  cases  of  perjury  and  even  of 
Bcutions  ? — No. 

;s  in  which  the  duty  of  prosecuting  devolved  on  the  officers 
)n  of  the  criminal  law.  Why  were  these  cases  not  fol- 
i  whom  the  duty  of  prosecutini?  would  devolve.  There 
)f  that  sort,  but  there  has  never  been  one  prosecuted. 


►u  do  not  exclude  men  from  your  employment  who  are  not 

3  particular  inquiry  about  them,  for  you  say  you  give  a 
— We,  as  a  rule,  know  something  of  a  man  before  we  em- 
ally  by  inquiry,  or  sometimes  we  have  seen  him  work  else- 
Iso  in  my  private  capacity  as  a  shipowner.  I  would  not 
iptain  or  engineer  any  one  who  drank  even  in  moderation. 
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2189.  Then  in  fact  you  insist  on  their  being  total  abstainers  ? — In  that  capacity  I 
would  do  so. 

2190.  As  ship  captain? — Yes,  or  as  engineer. 

2191.  Do  you  apply  that  rule  to  all  the  crew  ? — No. 

2192.  Are  you  yourself  a  total  abstainer? — Yes,  I  am. 

2193.  Are  you  a  membel'  of  any  temperance  organization? — No. 

2194.  You  spoke  about  the  capital  employed  in  the  liquor  business,  which  means 
brewing,  distilling,  hotels  and  retail  shops  :  can  you  give  us  any  idea  what  the  amount 
is  of  capital  so  invested  in  the  Dominion  ? — T  cannot. 

2195.  But  you  entertain  the  opinion  that  it  would  soon  find  profitable  employment 
otherwise  ? — I  hold  that  opinion  from  the  statistics  of  other  nations. 

2196.  Looking  at  the  position  in  Canada,  would  $20,000,000  of  capital  soon  find 
employment  in  other  businesses,  profitable  employment,  do  you  think  ? — I  think  it  would. 

2197.  I  name  $20,000,000,  without  saying  that  it  is  the  amount  ? — I  do  not  know 
th.e  amount,  but  I  can  readily  see  that  you  might  ask  me  the  same  question  regarding 
other  matters.  I  look  upon  capital  invested  in  the  liquor  business  as  wasted,  leavihg 
out  the  fruits  of  the  industry. 

2198.  I  am  only  asking  for  information,  and  because  you  expressed  the  opinion 
that  such  a  large  amount  of  capital  would  soon  find  profitable  employment  in  other 
businesses,  and  that  is  a  very  important  feature  of  this  inquiry.  You  are  a  man  of  very 
^reat  experience,  and  the  Commission  is  glad  to  have  your  opinion  on  the  subject  ? — 
A^  If  people  did  not  purchase  liquor  they  would  have  greater  purchasing  power. 

2199. 1  am  speaking  of  the  capital  employed :  you  think  the  capital  employed  would 
readily  find  employment  elsewhere. — A.  I  do. 

2200.  In  this  country  ?— A.  Yes. 

2201.  Can  you  give  us  an  idea  in  what  particular  lines  of  business  $20,000,000  of 
capital  could  be  profitably  invested  ?  I  merely  mention  this  figure  for  the  purpose  of 
illustration  and  to  help  you  to  answer  the  question  ? — I  claim  that  if  men  did  not  waste 
their  earnings  on  liquor,  their  purchasing  power  would  be  greater  by  a  large  percentage, 
and  the  capital  would  certainly  flow  into  other  channels  and  create  a  great  power  in 
other  manufactures. 

2202.  How  many  men  are  employed  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  liquor  :  Can 
you  give  the  Commission  any  idea  ? — A.  No,  it  does  not  concern  me,  but  I  know  the 
number  is  very  small  in  proportion  to  the  capital  employed. 

2203.  But  I  suppose  they  would  have  to  find  employment  elsewhere  ? — A.  Cer- 
tainly. 

2204.  It  is  the  earning  power  of  employees  you  have  been  speaking  of :  but  you 
have  not  yet  tdld  the  Commission  the  particular  branches  in  which  these  $20,000,000 
of  capital  could  be  profitably  employed  ? — A.  I  think  I  have  answered  that  question, 
that  if  the  money  did  not  go  into  liquor,  it  would  be  expended  elsewhere.  That 
expenditure  would  have  a  legitimate  influence  on  all  other  branches  of  business  and 
would  give  additional  earning  ppwer  to  the  men  now  employed.     That  is  my  belief. 

2205.  Then  you  think  it  would  so  increase  the  demand  for  other  articles  that  more 
capital  would  be  required  to  produce  the  supplies  ? — A.  I  certainly  do. 

2206.  And  to  such  an  extent  as  I  have  mentioned,  say  $20,000,000  ? — A.  I  think 
a  reduction  of  one  half  of  the  expenditure  on  liquor  would  make  a  wonderful  diflFerence 
not  only  in  this  community  but  in  the  Dominion.  I  believe  we  expend  more  for  liquor 
in  Halifax  than  would  pay  the  taxes. 

2207.  You  spoke  also  of  the  effect  on  the  agricultural  class.  I  think  you  made  the 
statement  that  the  farmer  would  find  an  increased  demand  for  his  products,  which  would 
be  more  than  compensation  for  the  absence  of  demand  for  his  grains  for  distilling  and 
brewing  purposes  ? — A  Yes,  that  is  my  belief. 

2208.  Have  you  any  idea  how  much  grain  is  now  consumed  in  brewing  and 
distilling  ? — A.  No,  for  it  does  not  affect  the  principle  at  all. 

2209.  You  cannot  give  us  any  figures  as  to  the  quantity  of  barley  ? — A.  No. 

2210.  Nor  of  corn  or  oats  or  rye  or  anything  of  that  sort  ? — A.  No.  I  only  know 
that  the  liquor  business  reduces  the  purchasing  power  of  the  community.  That  is  my 
experience. 
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any  business  with  vendors  of  wines  and  liquors  and  owners  of 
IS?— A.  We  do. 

jusiness  form  a  considerable  proportion  of  your  total  trade  ? — 
11  a  considerable  proportion  ? 

say  10  per  cent  ? — A.  I  do  not  think  it  would  amount  to  that 
might  do  so.  I  might  say  this  inrjustiiication  of  myself,  that  I 
i  liquor  merchant. 

th  respect  to  loss  of  time  by  men  who  drink  :  Do  you  pay  your 
month  or  hour  1 — We  pay  them  by  the  hour ;  we  pay  them  by 
3  an  hour  it  is  deducted. 

cally,  you  pay  them  by  the  hour  ? — Yes,  it  is  really  by  the  hour, 
ae  lost  is  their  time  1 — The  time  lost  is  certainly  their  loss,  but  the 
Bry  is  ours  ;  if  a  man  is  not  there  the  machinery  may  stand  idle, 
k  there  is  any  lack  of  capital  at  the  present  time  for  industrial 
re  is. 

Province  of  Nova  Scotia  ? — I  think  so. 

[  there  was  more  capital  at  liberty,  it  could  be  beneficially  em- 
ofitably  ?— Yes,  I  do. 

ent,  do  you  think  ? — I  will  not  venture  a  guess, 
sition  in  Halifax.     You  know  something  of  the  manufacturing 
ty,  of  course  ? — I  do. 
ercrowded  at  the  present  time  with  work  ? — They  have  a  fair 

k  they  have  more  work  than  they  can  do  at  the  present  time  1 — 
ive  at  the  present  time  ;  it  is  about  the  slackest  part  of  the  year, 

jmptly  do  all  the  work  they  have,  and  fill  all  the  orders  they 

t  present. 

lacker  at  present  than  formerly  ? — Yes,  this  is  considered  a  very 

ufacturing  establishments  producing  much  less  ? — I  have  only  80 
asons  I  have  had  100  or  110. 
!  the  case  generally  throughout  the  city  1 — Yes. 
.  your  large  sugar  refining  establishment  here  ?     Have  you  not 
Yarmouth  as  well  ? — We  have  two. 

ly  occupied  at  the  present  time  1 — I  am  a  shareholder  in  one, 
it  question  ;  I  do  not  know. 

ive  the  Commission  an  idea  of  how  the  farmer  wduld  recoup  his 
a  half  bushels  of  barley  he  sells  every  year  for  malting  purposes  ? 
J  instead  of  it  ?  This  demand  for  his  barley  having  gone,  what 
►ossibly  introduce  as  a  substitute? — I  should  say  at  present  that 
lary  man  purchases  enough  butter.  There  would  be  an  increase 
I  eggs  and  all  farm  produce.  I'here  would  be  an  increased  de- 
if  the  money  that  is  now,  I  consider,  squandered  in  liquor  was 
le. 

lere  would  be  an  increased  demand  for  food  ? — Yes. 
armer  would  produce,  you  think  ? — Yes. 

ctent  ? — I  think  not  only  in  farm  produce,  but  for  instance  in 
;e  of  all  kinds,  including  cheese. 

beory  is  that  the  consuming  classes  really  are  not  fuUy  fed  at  the 
e  certainly  not  extravagantly  fed. 

low  what  your  opinion  is  when  you  speak  of  increased  consump- 
the  people  could  and  should  fare  much  better,  especially  the 

theory  ? — Yes,  that  is  really  it. 

J  to  your  view  regarding  the  prohibitory  law  :  do  you  think  that 
r  there  would  be  much  smuggling  ? — Under  a  prohibitory  law  I 

ONALD. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MINUTES   OP   EVIDENCE,    NOVA   SCOT 

do  not  think  there  would  be  very  much  increase  in  smuggli 
present  prevailing  under  the  present  revenue  law.  There  is 
would  be  smuggling  then. 

2238.  Do  you  think  there  is  a  good  deal  of  smuggli 
from  my  own  knowledge.  We  know,  from  newspaper  repc 
deal  of  smuggling  going  on  in  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  that  la 
been  captured. 

2239.  You  think  there  would  not  be  more  smuggling  i 
under  the  existing  law.  Is  that  your  view  1 — It  would  sii 
on  the  precautions  taken  to  prevent  smuggling. 

2240.  What  interest  would  the  Government  have  in  p 
did  not  derive  any  revenue  from  the  liquor  traffic  ? — Smuggl 
United  States. 

2241.  But  that  expenditure  would  probably  not  then  1 
preventing  smuggling  alone  ? — That  is  what  the  officers  are 

2241a.  The  service  has  also  the  object  of  preventing  f 
pose? — Yes. 

2242.  The  latter  incentive  would  be  taken  away  ? — Cei 

2243.  Would  there  not  then  likely  be  a  good  deal  mon 
that  that  would  follow.  I  think  a  good  Government  sh( 
believe  that  if  we  had  prohibition  for  &ve  years,  it  woi 
country  that  we  would  not  know  our  Dominion.  In  making 
voicing  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Bright,  Lord  Palmerston,  anc 
student  of  history. 

2244.  Do  you  express  the  opinion  that  under  a  prohi 
ably  be  more  smuggling  than  there  is  now  ? — I  do  not  belie 

2245.  With  respect  to  prohibition,  have  you  had  any 
Act  ? — I  have  had  no  such  experience. 

2246.  Have  you  any  knowfedge  of  the  prohibitory  law 
as  to  how  it  is  operated  f — I  have  no  personal  knowledge,  c 
have  gained  by  reading. 

2247.  Have  you  looked  at  the  statistics  of  the  consul 
inces  where  the  Scott  Act  has  been  largely  in  force  ? — No. 

2248.  Take  Prince  Edward  Island,  for  instance :  Tl 
enforced  over  the  whole  Island.  Can  you  tell  the  Commis 
tively  carried  out  ? — No  ;  I  know  nothing  whatever  of  the  i 

2249.  Have  you  not  examined  into  the  statistics  of  < 
the  consumption  of  liquor  throughout  the  Dominion  ? — No. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

2250.  You  referred  to  some  statistics,  to  which  you  ha 
opinion  as  to  employment  given  in  the  liquor  business  in 
money  invested.     To  what  statistics  did  you  refer? — To 
Statistician  Young,  of  Washington. 

2251.  What  was  the  date  of  those  siktistics  ? — They  w 

2252.  I  think  you  expressed  the  opinion  that  if  an  h< 
enforce  the  Liquor  License  Act  it  could  be  successfully  enfc 

2253.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  condition  of 
Dartmouth  ? — Only  by  hearsay. 

2254.  Not  from  your  own  personal  knowledge  1 — No, 
few  paupers  there. 

2255.  Have  you  heard  anything  respecting  the  enfc 
throughout  this  province  and  other  provinces  ;  have  you  he 
being  successfully  enforced  ? — I  have  heard  it  has  been  succ 
two  counties. 

2256.  In\iow  many  counties  is  the  Scott  Act  in  force  j 
— I  do  not  know. 

21—9 
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1  do  not  know  whether  it  is  enforced  or  not  ? — No.     I  have  answered 
I  do  not  come  here  as  an  expert  on  the  liquor  business,  but  simply  to 
especting  its  effect  on  the  labouring  class. 

ev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

1  stated  that  you  do  not  know  the  statistics  as  to  the  liquor  consumption 
it  have  you  an  idea  of  the  drink  bill  of  Halifax  ? — That  will  be  made  up, 
fcperts  elsewhere. 

link,  as  a  rule,  experts  will  hold  that,  taking  this  city  as  a  whole,  84,000 
be  the  average  gross  sales  of  every  licensed  liquor  dealer.  Mr.  Young,  the 
.n  at  Washington,  claims  $4,000  as  the  amount  j  other  authorities  place 
>ts  as  high  as  $5,000  per  license.  As  there  are  97  of  these  licenses, 
cording  to  that  estimate,  would  reach  $338,000. — Yes,  about  that  amount. 

you  think  that  is  the  liquor  consumption  of  Halifax  ? — Say  $4,000  a 

censed  house,  and  that  would  give  a  little  over  $13  a  day  as  the  gross 

I  liquor  shop.     That  is  not  at  all  a  large  estimate.     Taking  the  percen- 

s  claimed,  100  per  cent,  it  would  only  give  $6.50  per  day  for  each  shop. 

)r  cost,  profit,  rent,  license,  insurance  and  the  necessary  help.     I  believe 

K  estimate. 

len  your  idea  is  this  :  if  that  money    were   not  expended  on  liquor   the 

uy  more  goods,  including  necessaries  ? — They  would. 

n  as  to  the  capital  :  the  capital  required  now  for  the  liquor  business, 

id  be  needed  in  other  industries  in  order  to  meet  the  increased  demand 

ries  and  comforts  of  life  ? — Yes. 

you  think  that  the  drink  manufacturing  business  benefits  the  community  ? 

than  a  fireworks  factory  would  do. 

aking  of  smuggling  :  I  .suppose  you  believe  that  smuggling  is  not  the 
ajority  of  the  people,  but  rather  the  willingness  of  certain  men  to  violate 
n.     Is  smuggling  so  carried  on  now  ? — YVjs,  it  is  done  for  the  profit  that 

you  think  the  moral  tone  of  the  people  as  regards  smuggling  would  be 

prohibition  ? — I  think  it  would  be  higher  under  prohibition. 

you  believe  that  the  men  who  would  conduct  -  smuggling  then  would  be 

of  men  as  carry  it  on  now  ? — Yes. 

uld   public   sentiment  be   more  or  less  in  favour  of  smuggling  under 

,n  at  present  ? — I  think  the  moral  sentiment  would  be  against  smuggling 

ion. 

idge  McDonald  : 

you  suppose  in  either  case  that,  unless  there  were  people  to  buy  what   is 

B  would  be  demand  for  the  smuggled  goods  ? — That  is  a  point  I  would 

ider. 

other   words,  if   the   demand   ceased,    would   not     smuggling     cease  ? 

ot  done  for  amusement  ? — Certainly  not. 

he  demand  ceased,  would  not  smuggling  cease  ? — Certainly  it  would. 

you  believe  under  a  prohibitory  law  the  demand  would  cease,  so  that 

Id  cease  ? — I  have  not  said  that  smuggling  would  cease. 

you  believe  that  under  a  prohibitory   law,  the  demand  would  cease  and 

Id  cease  ? — I  have  not  said  so. 

you  think  it  would  cease  ? — No. 

e  Chain^mn : 

link  you  stated  that  your  opinion  was  that  it  would  not  increase  ? — I 

you  think  smuggling  would  increase  under  a  prohibitory  law  ? — I  do  not 
Lg  would  increase  under  a  prohibitory  law  more  than  at  the  present  time. 
fisibility  of  a  slight  percentage  of  increase,  but  nothing  material. 
CK  Macdonald. 
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By  Judge  McDonald : 

2275.  I  read  in  one  of  the  city  journals  this  morning  that  an  illicit  still  had  been 
captured  in  a  country  part  of  the  province.  It  thus  appears  that  illicit  stills  exist  under 
the  present  Provincial  law.  Do  you  think  that  under  any  state  of  law,  prohibition, 
license  or  other  law,  that  those  stills  would  still  exist? — I  should  think  it  would  be 
easier  to  trace  theija,  because  the  trail  of  the  serpent  would  be  seen. 

2276.  I  asked  you  whether  you  thought  they  would  still  exist? — I  think  they  will 
eSdst  under  any  circumstances. 

2277.  But  under  that  state  of  circumstances,  do  you  think  they  would  be  more 
easily  suppressed  ? — Yes,  it  would  be  harder  for  them  to  exist  under  prohibition. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

2278.  I  understand  that  there  would  be  less  demand  for  liquor  under  a  system  that 
does  not  provide  for  the  sale  of  that  liquor,  than  under  a  system  which  makes  every 
provision  for  its  sale  ? — It  makes  it  easier  to  drink,  of  course. 

2279.  Concerning  the  men  you  employ :  did  I  understand  you  to  mean  this,  that  if 
two  men  equally  desirable  in  all  other  ways  were  to  present  themselves,  you  would  pre- 
fer to  engage  the  total  abstainer  ? — Certainly. 

2280.  \ou  consider  that  in  such  matters  other  things  have  to  be  considered  besides 
abstinence  or  non-abstinence  ? — Certainly ;  what  I  meant  was  all  other  things  being 
equal. 

2281.  While  drinking  in  moderation  would  not  bar  a  good  man,  that  is  if  you  had 
no  other  objection  to  him,  yet  it  would  do  so  if  you  could  fill  hia  place  by  an  abstainer? — 
Yes. 

2282.  With  respect  to  the  inspector  and  the  enforcement  of  the  license  law  :  You 
have  expressed  the  opinion  strongly  that  the  law  might  be  well  enforced,  and  yet  the 
fact  remains  that  the  City  Council  evidently  is  not  in  favour  of  strict  enforcement,  and 
the  inspector,  as  you  believe,  is  not  faithful ;  and  you  do  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that 
while  the  moral  sentiment  of  the  people  is  in  favour  of  enforcement,  yet  the  City  Council 
is  not  strongly  in  its  favour.  Is  it  true  that  the  franchise  has  something  to  do  with  the 
character  of  the  City  Council,  that  the  franchise  is  so  broad  and  general  that  really  the 
strong,  moral  sentiment  of  the  city  does  not  dominate  the  composition  of  the  Council  ? — 
I  believe  it  has  to  do  with  it. 

By  the  CJiainnan : 

2283.  Would  all  persons  who  vote  for  the  election  of  members  of  the  City  Council 
vote  if  the  question  of  the  adoption  of  a  prohibitory  law  were  submitted  ? — I  can  hardly 
answer  that  question.  The  Dominion  list  of  voters  is  not  the  same  as  the  civic  list. 
For  instance,  aU  freemen  here  have  votes. 

2284.  Would  the  same  classes  be  called  upon  to  vote  ? — No.  I  do  not  think  the 
sanie  classes  would  be  called  on  to  vote  as  vote  at  Dominion  elections. 

2285.  You  have  expressed  yourself  in  favour  of  prohibition  or  of  a  prohibitory  law, 
by  which  we  understand  a  law  that  prohibits  the  manufacture,  importation  and  sale  of 
intoxicating  beverages.  Do  you  think  such  a  law  would  prevent  the  consumption  of 
intoxicating  liquors  in  Canada ;  in  other  words,  do  you  think  it  would  be  possible  to 
entirely  prohibit  the  consumption  of  alcoholic  liquors  in  this  country  ? — Not  entirely. 

2286.  Your  view  is  that  the  consumption  would  be  lessened  ?— A  prohibitory  law 
would  minimise  the  consumption. 

2287.  But  not  entirely  prohibit  ? — Not  entirely  prohibit ;  it  would  do  what  could 
be  done. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

2288.  You  spoke  of  the  width  of  the  franchise  having  some  eflfect  on  the  character 
of  the  gentlemen  sent  ix)  represent  the  citizens  in  the  Council.  Do  you  think  if  the 
franchise  were  not  so  wide,  a  better  class  would  be  returned  to  the  Council.  May  we 
infer  that  from  your  remarks  ? — Yes  ;  if  certain  classes  were  eliminated,  a  better  class 
of  men  would  offer  for  the  Council. 

21-9^ 
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2289.  Is  the  franchise  wider  or  narrower  for  the  election  of  members  of  the  Legisla- 
ture as  compared  with  the  franchise  for  the  City  Council  ? — It  is  not  so  wide. 

2290.  What  is  the  difference  ? — ^I  could  hardly  say ;  but  under  our  civic  franchise 
every  freeman  has  a  vote. 

2291.  How  many  of  these  votes  are  there  in  the  city  ? — Between  100  and  200.  I 
do  not  know  just  what  the  law  is,  but  at  one  time  every  man  had  a  vote  in  every  district 
in  which  he  had  property.  When  I  looked  over  those  200  licensed  petitions,  I  found 
one  man's  name  seventy-one  or  ninety-one  times,  and  I  cannot  vouch  for  the  others. 
That  system  has,  however,  been  changed  under  the  new  law. 

2292.  In  voting  for  the  representatives  of  this  city  in  the  I^egislature.  what  would 
be  the  percentage  of  difference  in  the  numbers  of  those  entitled  to  vote  for  members  of 
the  Legislature  and  for  representatives  in  the  City  Council,  counting  each  man  .as  one 
vote  and  one  only  ? — I  cannot  answer  that  question,  for  I  am  not  sufficiently  posted. 


1 


LEON  T.  BRIAND,  Secretary  of  the  Licensed  Trade  Association  of  Halifax, 
on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : — 

By  tJie  Chairman : 

2293.  Are  you  a  resident  of  Halifax  ? — ^Yes. 

2294.  How  long  have  you  been  a  resident  of  this  city? — I  have  been  a  resident 
for  twenty-two  years. 

2295.  What  is  your  business  ? — Licensed  liquor  seller. 

2296.  And  I  understand  you  are  secretary  of  the  association  ? — Yes. 

2297.  Can  you  tell  the  Commission  the  amount  of  capital  invested  in  the  business 
here  in  the  city,  that  is  in  the  brewing  and  distilling  establishments  and  hotels  and 
licensed  liquor  establishments  ? — Yes.  Some  time  ago  this  association  ascertained  that 
a  Commission  had  been  appointed  to  take  evidence  as  regards  the  feasibility  of  a  pro- 
hibitory liquor  law.  Thereupon,  certain  schedules  were  sent  out  by  our  association  to 
hotel-keepers  and  others  connected  with  the  trade,  and  we  subsequently  received  them 
duly  filled  up.  Out  of  thirty  forms  sent  out  we  received  twenty-four  answered,  each 
showing  the  valuation  of  the  property  and  all  details  connected  with  the  business, 
together  with  the  depreciation  in  the  value  that  would  take  place  if  a  prohibitory  law 
were  adopted  and  put  into  force. 

2298.  Please  state  the  total  value? — The  value,  in  round  numbers,  of  the  real 
estate  is  $698,100. 

2299.  Is  that  the  value  of  the  property  belonging  to  the  whole  of  the  persons  from 
whom  you  received  replies? — From  the  thirty  persons. 

2300.  Please  state  now  the  value  of  the  fixtures? — The  value  of  the  plant,  fixtures 
and  stock  is  $89,250.  The  number  of  persons  in  the  employment  of  the  hotel-keepers 
who  woHild  be  thrown  out  of  employment  would  be  240.  This  would  involve  a  loss  of 
wages  computed  at  883,610  annually,  so  far  as  the  hotels  are  concerned.  I  will  now 
take  shop  licenses  proper,  of  which  there  are  67.  44  of  these  have  sent  in 
replies,  and  these  give  a  very  good  average.  The  value  of  the  real  estate  represented 
by  the  shop  licenses  is  placed  at  the  value  of  $660,760.  The  fixtures,  plant  and 
stock  are  estimated  at  the  value  of  $146,730.  The  number  of  persons  who  would  be 
thrown  out  of  employment  is  placed  at  207,  and  the  loss  of  wages  estimated  at  $113,664 
annually.  We  next  come  to  the  wholesale  trade.  The  value  of  the  property  is  placed 
at  $375,000,  plant,  fixtures  and  stock  at  $200,000.  Then  we  have  the  breweries  and 
distilleries.  The  buildings  are  estimated  at  $407,000,  plant  at  $180,000  and  the 
employees  number  142,  the  loss  of  wages  being  placed  at  $60,080.  I  have  also  a  state- 
ment respecting  the  soda  water  manufacturers  of  Halifax,  6  in  number.  The  value  of 
their  property  is  placed  at  $24,500. 

Roderick  Macdonald. 
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By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

2301.  Would  they  not  be  benefited  by  the  adoption  of  a  prohibit( 
seem  to  think  otherwise  by  their  own  statement.  Their  plant  and  fixt 
at  the  value  of  $26,300. 

By  tJie  CJiairnian  : 

2302.  Have  you  a  statement  showing  the  iotal  capital  employed, 
stock  and  fixtures  ? — These  schedules  which  have  been  prepared  for  the 
will  submit  as  part  of  my  evidence.  They  state,  among  other  things  tl 
real  estate  connected  with  the  hotel  property,  which  is  $698,100,  while 
shops  is  estimated  at  $366,760.  There  is  invested  in  property  in  the  wl 
$375,000,  and  the  real  estate  connected  with  the  manufacturing  of  lie 
breweries  and  distilleries,  is  estimated  at  the  value  of  $409,000.  The  ca 
property  for  the  manufacture  of  soda  water  is  placed  at  $24,500.  Thes< 
total  amount  invested  in  real  estate  in  connection  with  the  liquor  busine: 
In  plant,  stock  and  other  necessary  matters,  the  capital  invested  in  hot< 
liquor  shops  $146,730,  in  wholesale  business  $200,000,  in  manufacturing 
1309,873  and  in  the  manufacture  of  soda  water  $43,000,  or  a  total  of  $* 

2303.  Please  give  the  Commission  the  number  of  employees  ? — 1 
the  various  establishments  are  as  follows  : — In  hotels,  240 ;  liquor  shops, 
houses,  75;  manufacturing  establishments,  142;  soda  water  establishmen 
of  692.  These  would  be  thrown  out  of  employment  by  the  passage  of  a 
The  loss  of  wages  is  estimated  as  follows  : — Employees  in  connection  with 
liquor  shops,  $1 1 3,364 ;  wholesale  houses,  $38,250;  manufacturing  establisl 
soda  water  manufacturers,  $9,928,  or  a  total  of  $305,232  yearly. 

2304.  Is  that  supposed  to  be  a  statement  of  the  wages  at  pres< 
these  are  figures  that  have  been  given  to  me.  The  return  of  the  City 
the  following : — $1,116,000  is  the  assessed  value  of  the  liquor  property  ^ 
the  municipality  a  revenue  in  taxes  of  $16,628;  licenses,  $11,200,  or  a 
to  the  municipal  revenue  ;  to  which  must  be  added  the  amount  derive 
perty  in  the  shape  of  water  rates,  which  amount  we  have  not  been  able 
which  would  be  a  very  large  sum. 

2305.  Do  you  desire  to  put  in  that  statement  as  evidence  ? — Yes. 
of  the  statement  I  have  not  mentioned,  and  that  is  in  connection  with 
in  the  values  which  would  take  place  if  we  had  a  prohibitory  liquor  la 
country. 

2306.  That  is  the  depreciation  in  the  real  estate  ? — The  deprecial 
In  the  estimate  which  I  will  submit  it  is  stated  that  the  owners  of  pr 
depreciation  at  $295,680.  The  liquor  shop  property  it  is  estimated  woi 
the  extent  of  $175,540,  the  manufacturing  establishments  to  the  ext- 
soda  water  manufacturing  property  to  the  extent  of  $12,250,  or  a  tota 
property  connected  with  the  manufacture  of  liquor  in  Halifax  to  the  amc 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

2307.  Do  these  figures  include  the  fixtures  ? — No ;  just  the  dep 
value  of  property. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod : 

2308.  Do  you  intend  to  put  these  statements  in  as  evidence  ? — Yes 

2309.  Do  you  swear  as  to  their  correctness  ? — So  far  as  their  co 
ascertained. 

2310.  Did   you  collect  these  figures  ? — With  very  few  exceptions, 
them.    In  some  cases  probably  they  have   been  a  little  exaggerated,  bul 
they  have  been  a  little  under-estimated,  and  I  therefore  consider  them 
as  possible. 

2311.  You  show  the  estimated  depreciation  in  the  value  of  prop 
mv  statement. 
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ut  hotel  real  estate  ? — I  have  another  paper  from  the  assessors 
to  put  in.     I  now  file  the  documents.     [Appendix  No.  2.] 


your  knowledge  and  belief  are  these  statements  accurate  ? — 

the  Commission  how  they  have  been  prepared  1 — They  have 

*sons  themselves,  and  they  have  been  given  to  us  after  those 

le  necessity  of  these  statements  being  made  as  accurate  as 

y  believe  they  are  as  correct  as  can  be  obtained. 

a  circular  to  persons  engaged  in  the  trade,  and  these  returns 

;he  replies  received  from  them? — Yes. 

went  personally  to  those  engaged  in  the  trade. 

e  these  statistics  compiled  1 — They   have   been  compiled  by 

s  secretary. 

ers  received  from  the  owners  of  the  property  ? — Yes. 

ions  put  on  the  property,  the  valuations  of  the  owners  1 — Of 

hat  the  valuations  are  given  by  the  owners  of  the  property  ? — 

applies  also  to  the  statistics  in  regard  to  wages  paid,  insurance, 
everything. 

irstand  that  these  tables  are  compiled  from  answers  received 
[lose  interested  in  the  trade  ? — ^Yes. 

lent  shows  the  aggregate  of  capital  invested  in  real  estate  and 
,873,360,  and  the  depreciation  in  the  value  of  the  property  is 
es. 

plant  in  the  various  establishments  is  stated  to  amount  to  the 
tate  that  nearly  all  of  that  would  be  annihilated  by  the  pass- 
The  number  of  employees  of  all  kinds  in  hotels  and  liquor 
ons,  who  would  be  thrown  out  of  employment  by  the  passing 
an  aggregate  yearly  loss  in  wages  of  $305,252  ? — Yes.  Here 
)  this  effect  : 

n  from  the     city  assessor  shows    an    approximate  of  $1,116,000  of 

•perties,   which    yield  a  municipal  revenue  in  taxes  of  $16,6^,  from 

^7,8^,  to  which  must  be  added   the  amount-  derived  from  liquor 

«r  rates,  which  amount  I  have  not  been  able  to  estimate,  but  which 

atement  ? — Yes.     That  is  compiled  from  the  returns. 

bo  make  any  statement  to  the  Commission  with   respect    to 

:  you  have  already  made  ? — Nothing  more  than  the  property 

irnished. 

icUd  : 

I  you  resided  in  Halifax  ? — Twenty-two  years  permanently, 
liber  of  any  total  abstinence  society  ? — No. 
iber  of  any  temperance  organization  1 — No,  not  now. 
L  a  member  ? — I  was  a  member  in  my  youth. 
1  abstainer  ? — No. 

its  of  these  schedules  merely  statements  made  to  you  by  the 
-Yes. 
no  knowledge  of  your  own  as  to  their  truth  and  correctness  ? — 

t  ? — From  knowing  the  parties  so  long  and  knowing  the  pro- 
elf  make  a  valuation  in  each  particular  case  ? — No,  I  took  all 
filed. 
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2335.  And  from  your  knowledge  of  the  property,  you  think  the  statement  might  be 
approximately  accurate? — Yes. 

2336.  You  could  not  say  definitely  1 — No. 

2337.  Do  you  know,  of  your  own  knowledge,  how  many  persons  are  employed  in 
these  establishments  ? — Yes. 

2338.  How  1 — I  know  about  how  many  hands  each  place  has,  and  looking  at  the 
number  given  in  these  forms,  I  know  that  the  persons  have  given  the  figures  correctly. 

2339.  How  do  you  know  the  number  ? — I  know  the  number  as  well  as  I  can  count 
five  gentlemen  on  the  Commission. 

2340.  You  have  countec^  the  number  of  employes  ? — I  know  the  number  they  have. 

2341.  How  do  you  know  the  wages  paid  to  them  ? — I  do  not  swear  to  the  figures 
in  the  document. 

2342.  The  only  figures  you  can  positively  swear  to  is  the  number  of  persons 
employed  ? — Yes. 

2343.  In  regard  to  the  hotels :  the  statement  is  made  to  you,  which  you  think  is 
approximately  correct,  that  $698,100  is  the  real  value  of  the  hotels? — Yes. 

2344.  Will  you  please  state  how  many  hotels  there  are  in  the  city  ? — I  think  32 
altogether. 

2345.  These  hotels,  I  suppose,  are  places  for  the  entertainment  of  travellers  ? — 
More  or  less. 

2346.  They  include  offices^ parlours, dining-rooms  and  bed-rooms? — Yes. 

2347.  I  suppose  in  some  places  the  bed-rooms  run  into  the  hundreds?  — At  some  hotels. 
2347a.  Does  the  value  of  each  of  the  hotels,  as  stated,  simply  include  that  portion 

of  the  hotel  in  which  liquor  is  sold,  or  does  it  include  a  greater  portion  ? — I  should  think 
it  includes  that  part  of  the  hotel  where  liquor  is  sold. 

2348.  Do  you  think  it  includes  only  that  part  ? — I  think  it  includes  the  whole 
property, 

2349.  And  the  land  on  which  the  property  is  built  ? — Yes. 

2350.  As  regards  fixtures  and  plant,  the  value  of  which  is  placed  at  $89,250  :  do 
you  include  in  that  sum  the  value  of  furniture  in  the  rooms  and  bed-rooms  and  so  on  ? 
— I  think  it  merely  includes  the  liquors  and  plant. 

2351.  Then  you  think  there  are  liquors  in  store,  which,  together  with  the  bar 
fixtures  in  the  32  hotels,  are  of  the  value  of  $89,250?— That  is  their  statement.  The 
amount  is  for  fixtures,  stock  and  plant.  The  intention  is  to  convey  value  of  the  stock, 
fixtures  and  plant. 

2352.  According  to  the  statement,  there  are  240  persons  employed  in  the  hotels. 
Are  they  all  engaged  in  the  sale  of  liquor,  or  are  waiters  snd  other  persons  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  hotel  included  ? — They  are  employees  in  the  hotel. 

2353.  The  statement  takes  in  the  whole  number  ? — Yes. 

2354.  Supposing  the  sale  of  liquor  were  abolished  in  those  places,  would  not  the 
hotel  business  be  carried  on,  and  would  not  the  waiters  l^  wanted  ? — No,  according  to 
their  statement. 

2355.  They  hold,  therefore,  that  all  these  premises  would  be  closed  up,  I  suppose  ? 
— They  say  they  could  not  provide  meals  or  accommodation  in  the  hotels  at  the  same 
rate  as  at  present,  and  I  do  not  think  they  would  require  the  same  number  of  employees.  * 

2356.  Do  you  suppose  if  these  hotels  were  closed,  all  travel  to  Halifax  and  from 
Halifax  would  cease  ?--No,  I  do  not  think  it  would. 

2357.  Would  there  not  be  houses  of  entertainment  ? — Yes. 

2358.  Would  not  these  houses  be  used  for  that  purpose  ? — To  a  certain  extent. 

2359.  For  the  purpose  of  entertaining  those  who  did  come  ? — Yes. 

2360.  And  would  not  the  furniture  and  fixtures  be  used  for  the  same  purpose  ? — Yes. 

2361.  And  would  not  waiters  have  to  be  employed  ? — Certainly. 

2362.  In  calculating  the  total  value  of  these  hotels,  you  have  taken  into  account 
not  merely  what  may  be  considered  as  belonging  to  the  bar,  but  the  whole  house  ? — 
They  take  in  the  hotel  proper. 

2363.  Your  statement  is  framed  on  this  supposition,  that  if  a  prohibitory  law  were 
passed,  then  these  hotel  properties  and  the  waiters  and  everything  connected  with  them 
would  disappear  ? — No. 
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shows  that  necessarily  there  would  be  a  certain  depreciation, 
'ould  all  disappear  ? — A  certain  amount  of  it. 
lich  they  are  employed  would  disappear  ? — To  a  certain  extent, 
bion. 

$83,000  is  entered  as  loss  of  wages  ? — It  is  a  very  moderate  sum. 
would  be  $83,000  loss  of  wages  ? — That  is  the  amount  which 
tory  law  were  passed. 

!  for  a  moment  that  the  sale  of  liquors  alone  in  those  hotels 
[penditure  of  $83,000  for  wages  1 — I  believe  so. 
t  $83,000  are  paid  for  wages  in  connection  with  the  liquor 
-Yes ;  it  takes  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  business  of  an  hotel, 
r-keepers  are  there  in  an  hotel  ? — Four  or  five  for  some  hotels. 

they  required  1 — To  wait  on  those  who  have  rooms  in  the 

m  about  for  other  people  than  those  who  want  liquor  1 — Per- 

hotels,  how  many  would  be  employed  ?  Some  hotels  I  suppose, 

lan  one  ? — It  would  be  a  very  small  hotel  that  would  have  only 

*  man  could  not  go  to  his  meals. 

ay  two  ? — Yes,  two. 

as  we  understand  the  matter,  the  licensees  are  only  allowed  to 

otel  bar  is  allowed  to  sell  by  the  glass. 

bar  ?-,-It  would  have  to  be  taken  in  a  room  or  at  the  table  ; 
a  good  many  more  employees. 

put  the  number  at  two,  and  say  that  in  some  of  the  houses 
o  you  believe,  on  your  oath,  that  the  wages  simply  of  those 
bh  the  liquor  business  and  whose  earnings  would  be  depi-eciated, 
}  a  year  ? — I  candidly  believe  they  would.  It  does  not  t^ke 
•t. 

►tal  amount  of  wages  paid  in  these  hotels  now  ? — I  have  their 
imber  as  240  persons,  who  receive  $83,610.  That  is  the  total 
ihe  hotels. 

given  us  $83,000  as  the  loss  ? — Yes.  That  is  gathered  from 
■om  information  I  received  from  those  parties  having  the  hotels 

and  that  is  the  loss  they  assume  they  would  sustain, 
fgregate  wages  they  pay  ? — $83,610. 
^  amount  they  pay  to  all  their  hands  ] — It  is  the  amount  paid 

ges  do  they  pay  to  each  of  them  ? — They  pay  them,  I  suppose^ 
)wn  to  $7  per  week. 

re  to* your  statement,  that  you  believe  the  loss  on  the  liquor 
00  ? — Yes,  I  personally  believe  so. 

ihe  amount  of  $295,680  depreciation  of  hotel  property  1 — Yes. 
J,  between  one-third  and  one-half  of  the  value  would  be  repre- 
? — In  the  neighbourhood  of  that. 

)od  you  to  say  that  travellers  would  still  come  to  the  hotels, 
!,  and  that  the  hotels  would  carry  on  all  their  business,  except 
ou  believe  there  would  be  such  a  depreciation  as  you  have 
)erty  ? — Yes,  I  candidly  believe  so. 
k  the  value  of  the  hotel  properties  would   be  diminished  by 

travellers  would  come  to  Halifax  I — ^From  my  personal  know- 
?  business  brings  to  hotels,  I  candidly  believe  prohibition,  if 
the  property  one-third.     I  think  a  great  many  people  would 

5  people  come  here  to  get  drink ;  and  if  they  could  not  get 
ay  1 — They  could  get  drink  elsewhere,  but  it  would  be  a  large 
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loss  t»  the  city.     A  great  many,  if  they  could  not  be  accommodated  with  drink,  would 
shun  the  city. 

2391.  There  are  travellers  who  would  shun  the  city? — They  would  not  have  so 
many  articles  to  sell. 

2392.  I  am  not  speaking  of  commercial  travellers  ? — Tourists  1 

2393.  You  think  tourists  would  avoid  the  city  ? — I  think  a  good  many  would. 

2394.  If  it  was  under  prohibition  ? — Yes  ;  I  have  seen  this  in  my  own  travels. 

2395.  What  is  the  effect  of  the  provincial  license  law  ? — It  has  a  very  good  effect 
in  some  ways. 

2396.  Do  you  think  it  is  a  good  law  ? — No. 

2397.  What  is  there  about  it  that  is  not  good  ? — The  people  are  not  in  sympathy 
with  it. 

2398.  Is  it  not  lived  up  to  ? — I  hardly  believe  it  is.  I  am  speaking  now  from  an 
official  point  of  view,  as  Secretary  of  the  License  Trade  Association,  not  from  a  personal 
point  of  view.     As  a  citizen,  I  believe  the  law  is  not  what  it  ought  to  be. 

2399.  Do  you  think  there  is  much  illicit  sale  1 — I  think  so. 

2400.  Do  you  think  the  law  in  the  way  it  is  framed  makes  it  very  difficult  for  a 
man  who  has  a  license  to  observe  it  ?-  Yes. 

2401.  Do  you  think  there  are  licensees  who  are  guilty  of  breaches  of  the  license 
law? — I  dare  say  there  are.  After  all  it  may  be  just  a  personal  idea  of  my  own,  but  in 
my  opinion  the  convictions  in  the  Police  Court  show  there  have  been  very  few  hold- 
ing licenses  that  have  been  committed  since  the  inauguration  of  the  Act. 

2402.  Do  you  know  the  inspector  of  licenses  ? — Yes. 

2403.  Do  you  consider  him  an  efficient  officer  ? — Yes. 

2404.  Do  you  consider  that  he  does  his  duty  faithfully  ? — Yes. 

2405.  Is  he  the  man  who  appears  to  move  about  examining  the  places  ? — I  think 
he  is. 

2406.  Constantly  looking  up  the  liquor  establishments  ? — Yes. 

2407.  He  has  deputies,  we  understand,  some  six  sergeants  of  police  ? — Yes. 

2408.  Do  they  make  visits,  as  well  as  the  inspector  ? — From  my  knowledge,  they 
have  done  so  on  several  occasions. 

2409.  Do  you  remember  the  old  license  law  ? — Yes. 

2410.  This  law  has  been  in  fore  3  about  six  years,  I  believe  ? — Yes. 

2411.  Do  you  believe  that  under  the  old  law  or  under  this  law  there  has  been  more 
drunkenness? — There  has  been  more,  to  my  knowledge,  under  this  law,  than  under  any 
law  we  ever  had  in  Halifax. 

2412.  Do  you  think  this  law  has  tended  to  increase  drunkenness? — Pthas  increased 
it  largely. 

2413.  You  think  it  has  increased  in  Halifax  as  compared  with  what  it  was  for- 
merly ? — It  has  been  the  means  of  inducing  men,  who  never  drank  anything  but  ale  and 
like  drinks  to  now  take  what  we  call  whisky  straight  and  cari*y  a  pint  bottle  in  their 
pockets.  There  are  several  persons  to  my  own  knowledge  who  previously  would  not  be 
seen  taking  a  glass  in  a  liquor  saloon,  who  now  carry  their  pint  of  liquor  in  their  pocket 
to  their  work  ;  these  men  would  take  a  glass  of  beer  going  to  their  dinner  and  probably 
one  in  the  evening,  they  are  respectable  young  men.  I  know  this  law  has  been  the 
means  of  inducing  them  to  drink  whisky  instead  of  ale,  which  they  drank  formerly. 

2414.  You  told  us  that  you  knew  there  was  a  certain  amount  of  illicit  selling. 
Can  you  form  any  opinion  of  the  character  of  the  liquor  sold  in  places  of  that  kind, 
whether  it  is  pure  or  likely  to  be  adulterated  ? — I  think  it  is  adulterated  very  much  in 
those  illicit  places,  that  is  places  where  they  sell  illegally,  without  a  license. 

2415.  What  is  the  character  of  liquor,  is  it  spirituous  or  malt  liquors  ? — Spirits,  as 
they  occupy  the  smallest  bulk. 

2416.  And  what  is  the  character  of  the  liquor  in  licensed  places,  is  it  pure  or  adul- 
terated ? — I  consider  it  is  pure.  All  that  has  been  analysed  by  the  Dominion  or  local 
authorities  has  been  pronounced  pure. 

2417.  How  do  the  officials  obtain  their  samples  for  analysis  ? —They  take  them  at 
any  time. 
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2418.  Do  you  mean  that  they  enter  the  houses  and  take  samples,  without  giving 
any  previous  notice  ? — Yes. 

2419*  Is  the  sample  taken  in  the  presence  of  the  proprietor? — Yes,  and  is  carried 
away. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

2420.  How  long  have  you  been  secretary  of  the  License  Trade  Association? — 
Five  years. 

2421.  How  is  that  association  composed? — It  is  composed  of  68  members  at  the 
present  time,  46  of  whom  are  shop  license  holders  and  22  hotel  license  holders. 

2422.  What  are  the  objects  and  purposes  of  the  association  ? — To  defend  the  trade 
against  any  obstructi9n  from  what  we  would  call  temperance  cranks,  or  anything  that 
would  be  in  opposition  to  the  trade  being  treated  with  justice  in  the  city  of  Halifax. 

2423.  Is  the  trade  frequently  assailed*? — Yes. 

2424.  In  what  way  ? — It  has  been  assailed  in  several  ways  in  Halifax  since  the 
inauguration  of  the  present  law,  in  1886. 

2425.  Will  you  tell  me  one  or  two  instances,  how  and  why  ? — When  I  spoke  about 
the  temperance  cranks,  I  referred  to  a  certain  class  who  are  cranks.  They  are  to  be  de- 
fined as  those  who  are  continually  holding  up  the  liquor  dealers  as  rogues,  murderers 
and  assassins.  These  men  are  so  intemperate  in  their  language  that  they  may  be  called 
temperance  cranks,  and  are  not  worthy  of  notice.  It  is  in  order  to  prevent  them  having 
anything  more  to  do  with  us  than  we  can  possibly  help,  that  our  association  has  been 
formed.  For  instance,  last  year  they  supposed  that  the  law  was  continually  broken,  and 
they  imported  informers  from  a  foreign  country  in  order  to  have  us  brought  up.  They 
were  making  criminals  of  themselves  by  so  doing.  They  brought  informers,  I  say,  from 
another  country,  and  they  were  arrested  and  they  just  escaped  by  the  skin  of  their 
teeth,  and  they  were  told  by  the  Chief  Justice  that  he  would  advise  them  to  go  into  a 
more  honourable  vocation. 

2426.  Did  the  Chief  Justice  at  the  same  time  make  any  remarks  concerning  the 
men  who  sold  the  liquor  to  those  persons  ? — Not  at  that  time,  not  in  that  case,  nor  in 
any  other  case  then. 

2427.  I  suppose  you  refer  to  the  detectives  so-called  ? — Informers  you  mean. 

2428.  They  induced  the  license  men  to  sell  to  them  ? — Yes,  that  w«is  their  purpose, 
and  they  were  paid  for  doing  so. 

2429.  It  is  against  those  people  that  the  association  is  formed,  in  order  that  the 
members  may  protect  themselves  ? — It  is  against  them  or  persons  of  the  same  kind. 

2430.  Does  the  association  seek  to  protect  the  trade  against  illicit  competition  ? — 
Yes,  so  far  as  lies  in  their  power. 

»2431.  Do  the  men  who  hold  licenses  lay  information  against  illicit  sellers? — No. 

2432.  Does  the  association  do  so  ? — No ;  it  is  not  composed  of  informers. 

2433.  Then  the  trade  does  not  protect  itself  against  illicit  selling  ? — Yes ;  it  does 
so  far  as  lies  in  its  power. 

2434.  In  what  way  ? — In  each  and  every  way  compatible  with  its  own  interests. 

2435.  But  you  have  told  us  that  they  make  no  complaints  against  illicit  sales  ? — 
Not  in  that  way  particularly.  I  have  mentioned  one  way  in  which  it  seeks  to  protect 
itself,  and  that  is  against  informers  or  people  who  are  trying  to  hurt  the  trade  in'any 
shape  or  form  and  so  far  as  their  business  is  concerned.  In  regard  to  the  association  it 
was  formed  only  for  defending  ourselves,  and  it  had  nothing  to  do  with  prosecuting  illicit 
selling.  According  to  one  of  the  by-laws  and  the  constitution  of  the  association,  it  has 
nothing  to  do  with  abuses  of  the  law  such  as  Sunday  selling  and  selling  to  minors. 
Every  individual  member  who  wishes  to  do  any  such  work  as  that  in  his  business  is  per- 
sonally responsible  and  not  responsible  to  the  association. 

2436.  The  association  does  not  interfere  ? — It  does  not  recognize  any  such  acts  of 
infringement  of  the  law  as  I  have  mentioned. 

2437.  If  a  member  of  the  association,  who  holds  a  license,  does  sell  to  minors  or  on 
the  Sabbath  day  or  after  hours,  the  association  takes  no  notice  of  it  ? — No  notice  of  it 
whatever. 

Leon  T.  Briand. 
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2438.  Then  the  Association  does  not  protect  itself  against  the  illicit  trade  *? — No. 

2439.  At  all  events,  it  does  not  interfere  with  any  illicit  action  on  the  part  of  its 
members  1 — No.  The  voice  of  the  Association  has  been  raised  to  try  and  get  a  proper 
law  enacted  for  ourselves,  under  which  to  sell,  and  not  to  protect  any  illicit  selling  or 
breaking  of  the  law,  such  as  I  have  mentioned. 

2440.  Does  the  Association  regard  with  favour  the  features  of  the  law  which  pro- 
hibit Sabbath  selling,  which  prohibit  selling  to  minors  and  to  drunken  men  and  the 
like  t— Yes. 

2441.  But  if  members  of  the  Association  violate  these  provisions,  no  notice  is  taken 
of  the  fact  by  the  Association  ? — To  a  certain  extent.  The  members  do  it  on  their  own 
resfwnsibility.  ' 

By  Hie  Clmirman : 

2442.  Does  the  Association  expel  members  who  break  the  city  by-laws  or  infringe 
the  license  law  ? — ^Yes,  it  is  part  of  the  by-laws  and  the  consi  itution. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod: 

2443.  Does  the  Association  expel  a  member  who  is  known  to  the  Association  to  ^ell 
on  Sunday,  after  hours  or  to  minors  ? — Yes. 

2444.  You  told  me  you  did  not  protect  yourselves  against  those  violations  ? — It  is 
a  protection. 

2445.  How  many  members  of  the  Association  have  been  expelled  ? — None  have 
been  convicted. 

2446.  Do  you  believe  there  is  any  member  of  the  Association  who  does  sell  in  viola- 
tion of  the  provisions  of  the  law  ? — I  have  not  to  speak  of  any  one  else  at  the  present 
time ;  I  have  no  knowledge  whatever  of  any  one  doing  so.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any 
one  who  does. 

2447.  You  think  there  is  no  illicit  sale  by  licensees  ? — I  could  not  say  about  illicit 
selling. 

2448.  By  men  who  hold  licenses  ? — I  will  not  swear  there  is. 

2449.  But  there  is  no  expulsion  of  members  for  that  reason? — No,  there  have 
been  no  conviction:^. 

2450.  The  law  requires  sale,  in  what  quantities  ? — From  one  pint  to  two  gallons. 

2451.  Do  you  mean  not  less  than  one  pint  and  not  more  than  two  gallons? — Yes. 

2452.  Have  you  ever  sold  less  than  a  pint  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN. — ^Witness,  you  are  not  obliged  to  answer  that  question. 

WITNESS. — I  am  speaking  now  as  a  member  of  the  Association  and  a  citizen,  and 
I  refuse  to  answer  any  question  of  that  sort. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

2453.  You  are  not  willing  on  your  oath  to  say  that  you  yourself  as  a  licensed 
vendor  have  not  violated  the  law  ? — I  might  be  violating  the  law  by  taking  a  glass  my- 
self. 

2454.  Have  you  sold  a  glass  to  others  than  yourself  ? — I  am  not  prepared  to  answer 
any  such  question  at  the  present  moment. 

2455.  You  will  not  say  whether  you  have  violated  the  law  ? — Everybody  violates 
the  moral  law. 

2456.  We  are  not  talking  about  the  moral  law  ?  — That  is  part  of  it. 

2457.  You  told  the  Commission  that  the  people  are  not  in  sympathy  with  the  license 
law  ?— No. 

2458.  Wliat  people  ? — The  people  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  of  Halifax  particularly. 

2459.  You  are  sure  of  that  ? — I  am  positive  of  it. 

2460.  What  reason  have  you  for  arriving  ai  that  conclusion  ? — The  reason  that  we 
are  required  in  Halifax  to  get  three-fifths  of  the  ratepayers  of  the  district  to  sign  each 
hcense  petition.  It  is  plain  that  when  three-fifths  of  the  ratepayers  sign  the  license 
petitions  all  over  the  city  the  majority  of  the  people  are  against  the  law. 
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2461.  Did  you  hear  the  evidence  of  the  Inspector  of  Licenses,  to  whom  you  have 
given  a  certificate  of  character  to-day  as  being  a  very  faithful  and  efficient  officer  and 
so  forth,  that  the  assistance  of  the  criminal  class  had  to  be  sought  and  their  names 
obtained  to  the  petitions  in  order  to  procure  a  license  ? — I  believe  that  when  that 
assertion  was  made,  there  was  an  explanation  given,  which  would  be  required  to  be 
stated  as  well  in  making  that  assertion. 

2462.  There  was  no  explanation  that  weakened  the  force  of  the  statement  that  the 
criminal  classes  had  to  be  brought  to  assist  the  people  in  procuring  three-fifths  of  the 
residents  of  the  district  to  the  petition  in  order  to  obtain  a  license.  Did  you  hear  this 
statement  also,  that  every  licensed  house  is  a  law-breaking  house  ? — No. 

2463.  Did  you  hear  him  say  it  would  be  impossible  lo  enforce  provisions  of  the 
license  law  unless  you  kept  men  in  every  house  to  watch  it  ? — 1  believe  that. 

2464.  Therefore,  you  are  on- record  as  saying  that  you  and  other  licensees  are  law- 
breakers, unless  there  is  a  special  watch  on  you  ? — I  do  not  say  that. 

2465.  Did  the  Inspector  make  an  explanation  on  oath  ? — Yes. 

Ji^  the  Chairman  : 

2466.  Were  you  present  in  the  room  when  the  Inspector  was  examined  ? — What 
I  have  to  say  as  regards  signing  by  the  criminal  classes  is  this  :  I  quite  differ  with 
any  statement  which  may  have  been  made  here  that  such  is  the  case.  I  have  been 
getting  a  license  signed  every  year  since  1 886,  and  I  fail  to  see  how  ratepayers  on  the 
roll,  men  who  are  qualified,  to  sign  a  license  paper,  can  be  criminals.*  I  have  not  come 
across  that  class  yet,  and  I  believe  that  the  explanation  given  by  the  luicense  Inspector, 
so  far  as  regards  the  maintenance  of  our  reputation,  will  fully  convince  everybody  that 
it  was  not  his  intention  to  indicate  that  it  was  the  criminal  class  that  signed  the 
license  petitions,  for  it  is  anything  but  that.  We  have  the  most  respectable  classes  in 
the  community,  some  of  the  most  wealthy  men  in  the  city  whom  I  could  name  to-day, 
signing  these  papers.  When  we  had  to  go  and  ask  for  181  names  for  a  license 
petition,  which  has  been  the  law  since  the  Act  was  amended  in  1886,  we  went  to  the 
best  men  in  the  city,  and  they  said  it  was  a  great  pity  we  were  put  to  this  trouble 
under  the  existing  law.  So  it  is  not  the  disreputable  or  the  criminal  class  that  sign 
these  petitions. 

Bi/  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod  : 

2467.  Did  you  hear  the  Inspector  say  that  unless  the  holders  of  licenses  violated  the 
law  they  would  have  no  sort  of  chance  of  having  their  licenses  renewed  ? — No,  I  cannot 
say  I  did. 

2468.  That  they  had  to  violate  the  law  in  order  to  continue  their  licenses,  that 
unless  they  were  violators  of  the  law  there  was  no  chance  for  them  to  have  licenses  ? — 
No,  I  did  not  hear  him  say  that. 

2469.  Do  you  think  it  is  true  ? — No,  tTiat  is  not  correct. 

2470.  Then  you  violated  the  law,  not  for  the  purpose  of  continuing  to  hold  a 
license  ?-  -I  committed  no  violation  of  the  law. 

2471.  Do  you  say  you  have  not  violated  the  law  ? — I  do  not  think  it  can  be 
intended  during  the  evidence  taken  ^ere  to  obtain  personal  evidence  from  every  man 
who  comes  before  you. 

2472.  I  gather  from  the  statistics  you  have  presented  that  there  are  six  soda 
water  factories  in  Halifax  ? — Yes. 

2473.  And  their  property  is  worth  $24,500  ?— Ye^. 

2474.  And  their  plant  is  worth  $26,300  ?— Yes. 

2475.  Is  that  a  liquor  business,  properly  speaking? — One  goes  with  the  other 
apparently. 

2476.  In  what  way  ? — Some  take  drink  one  way  and  some  another. 

2477.  Some  take  it  with  soda  ? — Yes. 

By  the  Chuirnian : 

2478.  Do  you  mean  that  soda  water  is  not  generally  taken  as  a  beverage  by  itself  1 
— Very  seldom. 

Leon  T.  Briand. 
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By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

2479.  You  think  that  the  soda  water  business  is  dependent  on  the  other? — Some 
people  want  plain  soda  in  the  morning. 

2480.  You   mean  .those  who  have  taken  the  other  kind  at  night? — I  am  no  judge. 

2481.  Is  this  a  liquor  business  strictly  speaking? — No,  it  is  not  a  liquor  business. 

2482.  You  state  there  are  28  employees  connected  with  those  establishments? — 
Y^. 

2483.  Would  all  those  soda  water  manufactories  be  wiped  out  and  those  employees 
discharged,  if  prohibition  were  adopted  ?  — They  seem  to  say  it  would  be  a  big  loss. 

2484.  Even  in  the  same  sense  as  the  liquor  business  would  suffer  a  great  loss  ? — I 
will  not  say  anything  in  regard  to  the  soda  water  manufacturers.  This  is  their  state- 
ment I  have  put  in. 

2485.  Admitting  that  prohibition  would  bring  about  the  result  you  mention  as 
r^ards  your  business,  do  you  mean  to  say  the  soda  water  business  is  on  the  same  foot- 
ing 1 — I  think  it  is  in  a  large  degree. 

2486.  Are  you  in  favour  of  prohibition  ? — To  a  certain  extent. 

2487.  In  favour  of  a  prohibitory  law  ? — To  a  certain  extent. 

2488.  To  what  extent? — If  it  could  possibly  be  brought  about  with  the  sympathy 
of  the  country  in  its  favour,  it  might  be  good. 

2489.  Will  that  time  come  ?— Hardly. 

2490.  You  think,  however,  if  it  could  be  brought  about  with  the  sympathy  of  the 
people,  it  would  be  a  good  thing  ? — I  think  it  might. 

2491.  Why? — It  would  kill  a  good  many  farmers  who  would  not  require  to  grow  so 
much  grain.  But  it  would  also  keep  a  good  many  hangers-on  away  from  the  Grovem- 
ment,  and  in  that  way  it  might  be  a  good  thing  for  the  country. 

2492.  Royal  Commissioners  ? — Any  Commissioner  you  may  mention. 

2493.  Do  you  think  the  sympathy  of  the  people  can  by  any  means  be  brought  up 
to  that  point  ? — I  think  it  might  be  conducted  up  to  it  by  moral  suasion,  but  never  by 
force. 

2494.  Do  you  think  the  liquor  business,  being  established,  helps  in  the  creation  of 
that  sympathy  ? — I  think  if  it  were  well  regulated  and  if  liquor  was  sold  under  a  proper 
license  law,  it  would  not  diminish  but  would  help.  I  know  a  great  many  worthy  men  in 
the  liquor  business,  who  actually  help  temperance  work  in  many  ways. 

-  2495.  You  are  in  the  shop  liquor  business,  and  44  shops  appear  in  your  tables, 
with  real  ^tate  of  the  value  of  $366,700,  that  is  $9,000  each,  and  fixtures  of  the  value 
of  $146,730,  or  a  total  of  $513,490.  Do  44  shop  licenses  pay  taxes  on  ^513,490?— I 
think  the  assessor  in  his  statement  says  they  pay  more  than  that.  I  think  we  are  a 
little  short  in  our  statement. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

2496.  Are  the  taxes  in  Halifax  levied  on  real  estate  ? — Yes. 

2497.  Are  they  levied  on  fixtures? — They  are  levied  on  real  and  personal  property. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

2498.  Why  do  you  think  the  property  would  depreciate  in  value  if  the  liquor 
business  were  abolished  ? — Because  there  would  be  nobody  to  occupy  the  premises. 

2499.  You  think  they  would  stand  idle  necessarily  ? — I  think  so. 

2500.  All  of  them  ?— The  best  part  of  them. 

2501.  And  do  you  think  that  some  or  all  of  the  hotels  would  be  closed  ? — Nearly  all. 

2502.  Therefore,  you  do  not  believe  that  prohibition  in  any  degree  would  be  bene- 
ficial ? — It  might  be,  if  it  came  about  in  the  proper  way. 

2503.  By  moral  suasion  ? — Yes. 

2504.  Without  the  assistance  of  the  trade  ? — With  the  assistance  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  a  proper  way. 

2505.  Your  opinion  is  that  you  are  quite  disinterested? — Quite  disinterested, 
because  I  would  as  soon  be  in  any  other  business  as  in  the  liquor  business.  I  was  in  a 
good  business  before  I  went  into  this  business,  and  it  was  through  force  of  circumstan- 
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ces  I  got  into  the  liquor  business.     I  was  in  the  dry  goods,  but  on  account  of  the 
condition  of  the  trade  I  had  to  get  out. 

2506.  You  have  no  personal  interest  in  your  objection  to  prohibition  ? — None  at  all 

2507.  It  is  purely  a  business  objection  ? — Prohibition  should  come  in  a  proper  way, 
from  the  people  themselves,  and  so  be  carried. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

2508.  Are  there  as  many  licensed  places  in  Halifax  now  as  formerly  1 — ^Yes,  I  think 
there  are  more. 

2509.  Where  liquor  can  be  sold  legally  1 — Yes. 

2510.  Are  there,  to  your  knowledge,  places  where  liquor  is  sold  illegally? — There 
are,  they  are  well  known. 

2511.  I  think  the  statement  has  been  made  by  some  witness,  that  the  persons  who 
are  legally  authorized  to  sell  liquor  do  not  make  any  attempt  to  put  down  the  illicit 
trade,  because  they  are  breakers  of  the  law  themselves  and  they  are  afraid  the  illicit 
sellers  would  secure  convictions  against  those  who  sell  legally.  Is  that  a  fact  ? — There 
may  be  something  in  that.  Under  our  law  we  are  privileged  to  sell  from  one  pint  to  one 
gallon.  You  sell  to  a  party,  and  you  are  supposed  to  ask  that  party  if  he  is  going  to 
resell  it,  and  if  he  intends  to  resell  it,  you  are  prohibited  from  selling  it.  The  result  is 
that  when  the  question  is  put  to  any  of  the  purchasers,  they  tell  you,  no ;  and  very 
probably  the  very  liquor  you  have  sold  to  those  parties  by  the  bottle  may  be  resold. 
Those  may  be  some  of  the  parties  who  are  selling  illicitly.  How  would  it  be  possible  to 
get  information  from  a  party  interested  in  that  way ;  it  is  a  matter  of  impossibility. 
There  are  so  many  matters  involved.  But  this  law  is  impracticable  in  every  shape 
and  form.  You  cannot  turn  round,  but  you  violate  it,  and  you  have  to  sit  still  if  you 
want  to  keep  within  the  bounds  of  it.  That  is  one  reason  why  those  who  violate  the 
law  are  not  interfered  with  by  those  who  hold  licenses. 

By  tlie  CJiainnan : 

2512.  In  the  summary  statement  which  you  put  in.  and  from  which  we  have  been 
quoting  figures,  did  you  include  the  following  items  :  horses,  harness,  carriages,  black- 
smith's repairs,  hay,  oats,  value  of  casks,  cases  and  freight  paid,  which  by  the  way  I  see 
you  put  down  at  $34,000  ? — It  is  all  included  in  the  total. 

2513.  Are  there  any  items  not  included  in  the  summary  statement  ? — There  are 
only  four. 

2514.  Read  those  that  are  not  included  in  the  summary  ? — Barley,  hops,  duties  and 
excise. 

2515.  When  you  spoke  about  depreciation  of  hotel  property,  did  you  base  your  cal- 
culations uppn  the  theory  that  hotels  in  some  instances  at  least,  if  they  were  not  per- 
mitted to  sell  liquor,  would  have  to  close  up  ? — Yes. 


WILLIAM  S.  SAUNDERS,  of  Halifax,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  :— 

By  the  Chairman  : 

2516.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  the  city  ? — About  45  years. 

2517.  What  is  your  occupation  or  calling  ? — I  am  a  bricklayer  or  mason  by  trade. 

2518.  Have  you  held  any  office  in  connection  with  any  labour  organization  in  this 
city  1 — Yes,  I  have  held  two  or  three. 

2519.  With  what  association  are  you  connected  1 — I  am  secretary  of  some  of  the 
trade  associations,  and  also  of  the  order  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance. 

2520.  Of  what  trade  organizations  1 — I  am  secretary  of  the  Amalgamated  Trades 
Unions,  secretary  of  the  Bricklayers'  Union,  and  president  of  the  Plasterer's  Union.  I 
am  grand  scribe  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance  of  Nova  Scotia. 

2521.  Are  you  a  total  abstainer? — Yes. 
Leon  T.  Briand. 
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2522.  Have  you  always  been  1 — Yes,  I  have  been  a  pledged  abstainer  for  a  great 
many  years,  and  in  fact  all  my  life. 

2523.  Are  you  familiar  with  the  working  of  the  liquor  law  in  the  city  of  Halifax  ? 
—I  am  not  very  familiar  with  it,  but  I  have  considerable  knowledge  of  it. 

2524.  Do  you  think  the  law  is  efficiently  enforced  ? — Not  at  all. 

2525.  To  what  influence  do  you  attribute  non-enforcement  ? — I  think  there  is  a 
want  of  intention  or  purpose  on  the  part  of  the  officers  to  carry  out  the  law. 

2526.  Then,  if  the  law  is  not  carried  out,  you  think  it  is  the  fault  of  the  officers  1 
— ^Yes.     I  think  sa 

2527.  Do  you  think  public  sentiment  would  support  them  ? — I  think  so. 

2528.  To  what  then  do  you  attribute  their  laxity  in  that  respect  1 — To  the  moneyed 
interest  in  the  city  of  Halifax. 

2529.  In  what  way  do  you  think  that  moneyed  influence  makes  itself  felt  1 — It 
makes  itself  felt  through  its  influence  on  the  public,  in  securing  people  to  represent  its 
interest  in  the  CJity  Council. 

2530.  In  securing  the  electiop  to  the  City  Council  of  men  who  support  the  liquor 
interest  ? — Yes.  ^ 

2531.  And  are  we  to  conclude  from  that,  that  there  is  an  indisposition  on  the 
part  of  the  City  Council  to  enforce  the  law  1 — I  think  there  is. 

2532.  Do  you  think  there  is  a  good  deal  of  illicit  selling  of  liquor  in  this  city  ? — 
I  know  there  is  some.  I  do  not  know  how  much.  I  have  no  means  of  judging  how 
much. 

2533.  Liquor  is  sold  in  places  that  have  no  license  1 — Yes. 

2534.  But  you  do  not  know  to  what  extent  1 — No. 

2535.  Do  you  think  the  licensed  traders  observe  the  law  1 — No,  I  do  not. 

2536.  You  think  they  break  it?— Yes. 

2537.  To  what  extent  1 — Well,  there  is  a  law  that  nothing  shall  be  sold  in  less 
quantity  than  a  pint  and  that  it  shall  not  be  drunk  on  the  premises.  I  do  not  think 
one  of  them  observes  that  law. 

2538.  They  sell  less  than  a  pint  ? — They  sell  by  the  glass  continuously. 

2539.  And  it  is  drank  on  the  premises  1 — I  do  not  think  one  of  them  observes 
that  law. 

2540.  Do  you  think  that,  since  the  present  law  came  into  force,  drunkenness  in 
the  city  has  increased  1 — I  cannot  see  any  great  difference.  It  may  have  increased 
some,  but  I  would  not  pass  an  opinion  upon  that.  I  have  not  observed  much  differ- 
ence. 

2541.  How  many  members  have  you  in  the  amalgamated  trade  unions  1 — I  think 
between  600  and  700.     It  is  composed  of  the  members  of  the  different  trades. 

2542.  You  have  not  the  records  with  you  ? — No. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

2543.  This  amalgamated  organization  is  a  trades  council  or  assembly,  is  it  ? — Yes. 

2544.  In  which  representatives  from  each  of  the  trades  take  part  ? — Yes. 

By  tlt£  Chairman : 

2545.  It  is  a  sort  of  congress  ? — Yes. 

2546.  What  is  your  position  as  to  the  bricklayers  and  masons  ? — I  am  their  secre- 
tary. / 

2547.  Have  you  the  records  of  that  body  ? — Yes. 

2548.  How  many  members  have  you  ?--Sixty  or  seventy.  I  have  access  to  the 
records. 

2549.  Are  they  working  men  or  master  bricklayers  ? — Working  men,  journeymen. 

2550.  Have  you  any  temperance  organization  in  connection  with  that  ? — No. 
2bb\,  But  does  the  society  itself  labour  to  promote  temperance  ? — That  is  not  its 

object 

2552,  What  is  the  object  of  the  society  ] — To  advance  the  interests  of  the  trade,  that 
is  to  secure   as  good  wages  as   possible,  and  to  improve   the  condition  of  the  members 
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2553.  And  the  members  pay  a  contribution  ? — They  do. 

2554.  Monthly  ?— Quarterly,  I  think. 

2555.  Do  you  ballot  them  into  the  society  ? — ^We  elect  them,  but  not  by  ballot. 

2556.  Have  they  to  be  possessed  of  any  particular  qualification  ? — ^They  have. 

2557.  Will  you  tell  us  what  ? — They  have  to  be  certified  as  qualified  bricklayers  or 
masons. 

2558.  That  they  know  their  business  ? — Yes. 

2559.  And  the  object  of  the  society  is  to  promote  their  interests  and  to  secure  good 
wages  and  to  protect  them  against  any  unjust  rules  or  regulations  of  employers  ? — Just  so. 

2560.  Does  the  society,  through  its  oflicers,  make  any  efforts  to  promote  temper- 
ance ? — They  do  personally,  not  as  officers  of  the  association. 

2561.  It  is  not  necessary  to  be  a  total  abstainer  to  become  a  member  of  the  associ- 
ation 1 — No. 

2562.  Does  drunkenness  prevail  amongst  the  members  of  the  society  ? — To  some 
extent. 

2563.  Do  you  think  they  lose  much  time  through  drunkenness  ? — Some  of  them  do. 

2564.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  state  of  ^matters  in  regard  to  the  liquor  busi- 
ness in  Dartmouth  1 — T  know  only  by  hearsay.  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of 
Dartmouth. 

2565.  The  Commissioners  have  been  told  that  they  have  practically  prohibition  there 
under  the  existing  license  law  ? — Yes. 

2566.  If  you  had  that  m  Halifax,  would  it  be  beneficial  to  the  members  of  your 
societies  ? — It  would.  I  know  a  workingman  in  Halifax,  who,  a  number  of  years  ago, 
was  always  out  of  funds  and  in  poverty  and  trouble.  He  was  a  good  mechanic,  but 
through  drink  and  intemperance,  he  could  not  keep  his  head  above  water  or  maintain 
his  family.  He  was  sent  to  Maitlaoid  where  he  could  not  get  any  liquor,  and  he  came 
back  to  Halfax  with  $150  or  $200  in  his  pocket.  In  two  or  three  days  he  had  nothing, 
and  he  was  sent  away  again  with  the  same  result.  When  he  was  away,  he  was  in 
funds,  but  when  he  was  here,  he  was  without  a  cent  in  his  pocket. 

2567.  What  is  the  reason  you  could  not  have  the  same  prohibition  here  as  in  Dart- 
mouth, seeing  that  both  are  working  under  the  same  law  ? — The  law  started  under  some- 
what different  influences  in  the  beginning.  There  was  a  feeling  in  Halifax  among  some 
of  the  City  Council  that  they  should  not  have  passed  the  law,  and  that  created  a  pre- 
judice against  it. 

2568.  I  understand  they  have  prohibition  in  Dartmouth  simply  because  no  one 
desiring  to  sell  liquor  can  get  the  requisite  number  of  signatures  to  his  application  ? — 
Yes. 

2569.  What  do  you  think  prevents  that  state  of  things  prevailing  here  ? — We  have 
not  the  same  sentiment  here  as  they  have  in  Dartmouth. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

2570.  As  a  working  man  and  an  old  resident  of  Halifax,  what  is  your  opinion  of 
this  license  law  ? — I  will  give  you  the  opinion  of  a  liquor  dealer. 

2571.  I  would  rather  have  your  own  opinion? — It  is  the  same.  He  had  been  sell- 
ing before  the  law  came  into  operation  and  he  did  not  apply  for  a  license  under  this 
law,  and  he  explained  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  siime  number  to  carry  on 
business  if  the  new  law  was  enforced. 

"^      2572.  Then,  it  is  inore  difficult  for  dealers  to  make  a  living  under  the  new  law  than 
under  the  old  law  ? — Yes. 

2573.  Do  you  think  this  law  is  rigidly  enforced  ? — I  know  it  is  not. 

2574.  And  why  is  it  not  ?  Is  it  due  to  any  dereliction  of  duty  on  the  part  of  those 
who  could  enforce  the  law  ? — I  judge  so. 

2575.  Is  the  union  of  the  working  men  of  Halifax  generally,  so  far  as  they  are  re- 
presented by  organized  labour,  in  favour  of  the  rigid  enforcement  of  the  law  1 — I  have  no 
opportunity  of  getting  any  opinions  of  the  members.  Some  would  be  one  way  and  some 
the  other. 

2576.  There  is  a  difference  of  opinion  ? — Yes. 
William  S.  Saunders. 
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2577.  Can  you  suggest  any  alterations  in  the  present  law  that  woul 
enforced  ] — The  first  amendment  would  be  that  the  inspector  should  l 
with  the  Act. 

2578.  The  law  provides  that  the  inspector  shall  be  a  member 
organization  and  recommended  by  a  temperance  organization  as  a  temp< 
do  not  think  he  must  be  recommended. 

2579.  Does  the  dereliction  of  duty  apply  to  the  six  assistant  insp 
to  the  inspector  ? — I  do  not  want  to  say  anything  in  condemnation  of  1 
inspectors.  They  would  have  some  delicacy  in  acting  when  there  is  a: 
them  who  has  the  matter  chiefly  in  his  hands. 

2580.  Under  this  law,  a  person  applying  for  a  license  must  send  a 
license  inspector  and  to  the  Council,  signed  by  three-fifths  of  the  persons 
district  ? — Yes. 

2581.  That  is  virtually  local  option? — Yes. 

2582.  If  public  opinion  were  strongly  favourable  to  temperance, 
applicants  secure  the  signatures  of  three-fifths  of  those  persons  to  their  p( 
if  the  sentiment  of  the  city  was  taken,  apart  from  those  interested  direc 
in  the  traffic,  the  sentiment  of  the  city  would  be  wholly  in  favour  of  pro 

2583.  Do  you  think  three-fifths  are  interested  in  that  way  ? — I  th: 
per  cent  of  those  three-fifths  are  interested  directly  or  indirectly. 

2584.  Do  you  think  a  prohibitory  law,  prohibiting  the  sale  absolute 
better  than  the  present  law  1 — I  do. 

2585.  What  makes  you  think  so  ? — I  think  it  would  be  much  simp 
prohibitory  law  in  Dartmouth.  If  there  is  any  drunkenness  there,  they  s 
quence  of  liquor  being  sold  in  Halifax.  If  there  were  a  prohibitory  la 
would  be  different. 

2586.  The  testimony  we  have  is  that  Dartmouth  is  a  model  place,  a 
visions  of  the  law  are  strictly  enforced  ? — I  think  it  was  stated  that  tl 
cases  of  drunkenness  there,  and  they  were  the  results  of  liquor  procured 

2587.  But  the  law  is  enforced  there  1 — Yes. 

2588.  Is  it  because  the  public  sentiment  there  is  more  strongly  in 
Act? — Yes,  and  also  because  the  Council  and  the  authorities  are  in  fav< 

2589.  How  many  members  are  there  in  the  City  Council  of  Halifax 

2590.  How  many  wards  are  there  ? — Six,  three  members  from  each 

2591.  And  under  the  present  state  of  things,  it  is  impossible  for  t 
to  see  the  License  Act  rigidly  enforced  to  secure  the  return  of  a  suffi* 
members  pledged  to  its  rigid  enforcement  ? — I  do  not  say  that,  but,  if  th 
of  the  people  at  Halifax  chose  to  combine,  they  might  do  it.  There  are, 
other  issues  that  divide  the  public  sentiment,  so  that  we  can  not  get  a 
this  question. 

2592.  Then  temperance  people  vote  for  candidates  for  the  Counc 
temperance  people,  on  other  issues? — Yes,  there  may  be  other  questions 
public  attention  is  fixed,  so  that  temperance  is  not  considered. 

2593.  Have  you  any  experience  in  communities  where  the  Scott  A< 
No,  I  have  no  personal  knowledge.  I  have  some  information  a.s  Gran< 
Sons  of  Temperance  from  the  reports  received  from  different  counties. 

2594.  Do  you  learn  from  those  reports  that  the  law  is  strictly  enf 
that  in  the  larger  part  of  the  country,  the  law  is  enforced,  but  th 
three  points  where  it  is  not.  The  amount  of  drunkenness  is  diminish 
enforced,  but  taking  certain  points  and  towns  there  may  be  at  first  perl 
of  drunkenness. 

2595.  Then,  the  Scott  Act  seems  to  be  capable  of  enforcement  in  tb 
but  not  in  the  towns  and  villages  ? — ^Yes. 

By  Jtidge  McDonald : 

2596.  Supposing  the  law,  instead  of  requiring  that  three-fifths  o: 
should  sign  the  application  for  license,  should  require  three-fifths  of  tl 
that  district,  whether  resident  or  non-resident,  do  you  think  the  thre( 
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obtained  1 — I  have  no  positive  knowledge,  but  I  think  it  would  be  easier  to  get  the 
three-fifths  under  those  circumstances. 

2597.  In  answer  to  Mr.  Clarke,  you  have  stated  that  the  three-fifths  is  now  obtained 
because  three-fourths  of  the  three-fifths  are  interested  in  the  liquor  traffic  1 — Directly 
or  indirectly. 

2598.  Do  you  mean  there  would  be  a  larger  number  interested  if  the  non-residents 
were  included  t— If  it  were  open  to  all  ratepayers,  many  would  be  able  to  sign  in  the 
three  or  four  districts,  which  they  cannot  do  now. 

2599.  We  have  heard  that  there  are  non-resident  business  men,  and  so  on.  You 
say  three-fourths  are  interested  in  the  liquor  traffic  ? — I  sav  it  would  be  easier,  because 
the  large  amount  of  capital  invested  in  property  would  ^able  them  to  sign  in  half  a 
dozen  diflferent  districts. 

2600.  I  want  to  get  at  this  :  supposing  men  owned  property  in  one  district  and 
boarded  or  lived  somewhere  else,  would  the  applicant  be  able  to  get  three-fifths  as  easily 
as  now  1 — There  might  be  one  man  of  that  kind. 

2601.  Supposing  there  are  400  ratepayers  in  the  district,  300  of  them  resident  and 
100  non-resident :  would  it  be  easier  to  get  the  three-fifths  of  the  300  or  the  three-fifths 
of  the  400  to  sign  the  application  1 — I  cannot  answer  that. 

2602.  Do  you  think  if  the  non-residents  were  counted  in,  it  would  be  less  difficult 
to  get  the  signatures  ? — I  think  so. 

2603.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that  1  Do  you  mean  that  a  larger  proportion  than 
three-fourths  of  those  non-residents  would  be  also  interested  in  the  liquor  traffic  directly 
or  indirectly  ? — I  am  not  prepared  to  say. 

2604.  Why,  then,  do  you  suppose  it  would  be  easier  to  get  the  petition  signed  ?—  I 
have  not  given  the  matter  very  great  consideration,  and  I  answered  that  question  on  the 
spur  of  the  moment. 

2605.  Under  the  law  as  it  was,  the  non-residents  were  allowed  to  sign  ? — Yes. 

2606.  Was  it  easier  then  to  get  the  paper  signed  ? — I  can  only  give  my  impression  : 
I  think  it  was  easier. 

2607.  If  three-fourths  of  the  three-fifths  of  the  residents  of  each  of  those  districts  are 
interested  directly  or  indirectly  in  the  liquor  traffic,  and  if  a  still  larger  proportion  of 
the  non-residents  are  interested  therein,  does  it  not  show  that  something  like  three- 
fourths  or  more,  a  very  large  proportion  at  all  events,  of  the  inhabitants  of  Halifax  are 
interested  in  the  liquor  traffic  more  or  less  ? — Yes. 

2608.  And  is  that  a  fact  ?— I  think  it  is. 

2609.  Do  you  think  that  that  has  the  effect  of  preventing  officers  charged  with  the 
administration  of  the  law  from  being  kept  up  to  the  mark  and  doing  their  duty  ?  Do 
you  believe  that  these  people  who  are  directly  interested  in  the  liquor  traffic  make  any 
effort  to  get  the  officer  to  do  his  duty  1 — I  think  they  would  act  the  other  way. 

2610.  And  therefore  it  brings  down  to  a  comparatively  small  number  those  in 
Halifax  who  might  reasonably  be  expected  to  aid  the  officer  in  enforcing  the  law  ? — 
There  are  some  districts  where  there  are  no  licenses. 

2611.  Are  those  residential  districts  chiefly  ? — Yes. 

2612.  But  do  you  not  think  that,  owing  to  the  interest  there  is  in  the  liquor 
traffic,  it  leads  a  comparatively  small  number  of  people  to  be  counted  on  to  back  up  the 
inspector  ? — The  moral  sentiment  of  the  best  portion  of  the  citizens  would  back  him  up, 
and  of  the  province  also. 

2613.  But  as  to  the  number  ? — I  think  there  would  be  quite  a  large  number  that 
would. 

2614.  Do  you  think  the  majority  of  the  population  1 — Not  in  Halifax. 

2615.  You  are  brought  a  great  deal  in  contact  with  labouring  men  ? — Yes. 

2616.  Do  you  think  that  that  class  of  mechanics,  to  any  extent,  aid  this  officer  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duties  1 — I  do  not  think  they  are  called  upon  to  do  so. 

261 7»  I  am  asking  whether  they  do  ? — I  do  not  think  it  ;  I  do  not  think  they  are 
called  upon  to  do  so. 

2618.  Why  do  you  not  think  so  ? — Because  the  law  provide\for  officers. 

2619.  Do  you  not  think  the  law  calls  upon  all  good  citizens  to  aid  the  officers  ? — 
I  think  they  are  called  upon  to  render  assistance  when  occasion  requires. 

William  S.  Saunders. 
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2620.  You  believe  there  is  a  great  deal  of  drunkenness  in  Halifax  ? — Yes. 

2621.  Have  you  ever  taken  any  steps  to  aid  the  inspector  or  the  oflficer  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duty  in  that  way  ? — I  have. 

2622.  In  what  way  1 — I  have  with  others  conveyed  information  of  infringements 
of  the  law  to  the  inspector. 

2623.  Did  he  act  upon  what  you  did  ? — Through  influence  on  the  part  of  their 
friends,  he  did  not. 

2624.  What  reason  did  he  give  ? — He  pretended  that  when  the  inspector  called 
for  evidence,  the  witnessses  had  disappeared. 

2625.  But  did  he  go  round  to  those  places  1 — Yes. 

2626.  He  acted  on  your  information  1 — Yes. 

2627.  The  inspector  told  the  Commission  that  in  order  to  have  the  law  efficiently 
enforced,  there  would  have  to  be  an  inspector  in  every  licensed  house  in  Halifax  1 — I 
think  that  is  a  nonsensical  statement. 

2628.  How  many  inspectors  do  you  think  there  should  be  ? — One,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  police. 

2629.  The  Chief  of  police  said  he  would  not  consent  to  one  of  his  men  going  into 
one  of  these  houses  for  fear  it  would  be  supposed  he  was  going  there  to  drink  ?— Yes. 

2630.  Are  your  statements  made  from  actual  knowledge  of  the  facts,  or  from  the 
ideas  formed  in  your  own  mind  1 — From  both. 

2631.  What  knowledge  have  you  of  actual  breaches  of  the  law  ? — I  have  had  know- 
ledge on  two  occasions. 

2632.  In  what  way  ? — I  stood  in  a  bar-room  for  twenty  minutes  and  saw  a  string 
of  people  going  in  and  out. 

2633.  Did  you  communicate  that  to  the  inspector  ? — I  did  not. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

2634.  Why  not  ? — Because  I  went  there  under  peculiar  circumstances,  and  I  would 
have  violated  confidence  by  doing  so. 

2635.  You  have  said  that  the  inspector  does  not  discharge  his  duty.  Do  you 
believe  he  can,  if  he  will  1 — I  do. 

2636.  You  think  it  is  not  the  duty  of  a  private  citizen  in  the  same  degree  as  it  is  of 
a  paid  inspector  to  endeavour  to  enforce  the  law  1 — I  think  it  is  dangerous  for  a  private 
citizen  to  do  it. 

2637.  Is  it  the  right  of  the  private  citizen  to  do  so  ? — It  is. 

2638.  As  to  the  charges  which  were  preferred  against  the  inspector. for  neglect  of 
duty  :  have  you  any  knowledge  of  that  matter  ? — I  have  some  knowledge. 

2639.  Have  you  any  knowledge  as  to  whether  the  charges  were  sustained  or  were 
not  sustained  1 — I  think  the  committee  on  laws  and  privileges  were  divided.  I  think 
the  majority  were  against  the  inspector. 

2640.  Did  they  report  that  the  charges  were  sustained  ? — I  am  not  positive. 

2641.  The  report,  when  it  came  before  the  Council,  was  not  adopted,  I  understand? 
— Na 

2642.  Is  it  a  fact  that  the  charges  were  sustained  by  the  committee  which  investi- 
gated them  ? — They  were  not  sustained  by  the  Council. 

2643.  The  Council  did  not  accept  the  report  of  the  majority  of  the  committee  t 
They  did  not. 

2644.  In  what  business  was  the  inspector  engaged  before  his  appointment  as  ins- 
pector ? — I  have  no  personal  knowledge,  but  I  understand  he  was  in  the  liquor  business. 

2645.  Had  he  been  a  member  of  a  temperance  organization  very  long  before  liis 
appointment  as  an  inspector  ? — I  cannot  say. 

2646.  You  do  not  know  whether  his  membership  of  a  temperance  society  was 
simply  for  the  purpose  of  qualifying  for  the  office  ? — I  do  not  know. 

2647.  Do  you  think  that  law-abiding  citizens  would  co-operate  more  with  an  officer 
in  whose  honesty  they  had  confidence  ? — I  am  sure  of  it. 

2648.  You  have  intimate  relations  with  mechanics,  and  have  considerable  knowledge 
of  their  habits.     Do  you  know  it  to  be  a  fact,  that  the  mechanic  who  has  the  drink 
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habit,  the  average,  loses  any  portion  of  time  during  the  year  by  reason  of  that  habit  ? — 
I  do  not  quite  understand  what  you  mean  by  the  average. 

2649.  I  mean  a  man  who  tipples  every  day,  and  perhaps  has  an  occasional  spree  ? — 
Such  men  do  lose  time. 

2650.  What  would  be  the  average  time  a  man  of  that  kind  would  lose  in  a  year  on 
account  of  his  drinking  ?  Could  you  approximate  it  ?  Would  he  lose  one  day  or  two  days 
a  month  1 — I  think  he  would  lose  two  days  a  month. 

2651.  He  would  lose  at  least  two  days  a  month,  which  he  would  not  lose  if  he  were 
not  a  drinker  ? — Some  would  lose  more,  but  I  think  that  would  be  an  average. 

By  the  Chairman : 

2652.  Do  you  refer  to  a  man  who  goes  on  what  has  been  termed  a  spree  ? — Yes. 

2653.  But  would  a  man  who  takes  his  glass  of  beer  once  or  twice  a  day  lose  that 
time  ? — Some  men  will  not. 

2654.  I  should  think  that  a  man  who  goes  on  a  spree  may  be  classed  as  a  drunkard  % 
—Yes. 

2655.  But  there  are  some  men  who  simply  take  a  glass  of  beer  or  a  glass  of  whisky, 
as  it  may  be  ? — I  think  the  number  who  do  that  is  very  small. 

2656.  Are  they  the  class  who  lose  two  days  in  a  month  ? — No. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

2657.  Do  you  think  that  class  is  small  ? — I  do,  very  small. 

2658.  Who  take  a  glass  occasionally  ? — Yes. 

2659.  That  is  in  Halifax  ?— Yes. 

By  ifie  Chairman : 

2660.  Do  you  think  it  is  a  smaller  number  than  those  who  go  on  a  spree  % — I 
think  so. 

2661.  Those  who  drink  a  glass  and  do  not  over-indulge  are  smaller  in  number  than 
those  who  go  on  a  spree  ? — Yes. 

2662.  In  Halifax  ? — Yes.  Some  trades  are  better  than  others.  I  am  speaking 
principally  of  the  trade  I  am  intimate  with,  and  that  is  the  mason  trade. 

2663.  Take  the  general  class,  do  you  think  that  the  number  of  men  who  get  drunk 
is  greater  than  the  number  who  simply  take  a  glass  of  beer  or  liquor  without  getting 
drunk  ? — Taking  all  trades,  I  think  those  who  take  a  moderate  glass  are  in  the  majority. 

2664.  And  those  do  not  lose  time  through  drinking? — Not  to  any  great  extent, 
unless  it  is  when  they  go  away  to  get  a  glass ;  they  do  not  lose  their  own  time. 

2665.  They  do  not  lose  their  wages  ? — No. 

2666.  The  inspector  of  licenses  testified  before  us  that  he  had  been  an  abstainer  all 
his  life,  that  he  was  a  member  of  two  temperance  societies,  and  was  so  prior  to  his 
becoming  inspector.  You  have  stated  that  you  heard  he  was  a  liquor  seller  before  he 
received  the  appointment  of  inspector.  I  would  like  to  ask  you  how  you  heard  that  ? 
What  is  your  authority  ? — I  have  heard  the  gentleman  discussed  very  often,  and  have 
heard  it  said  by  a  number  of  people. 

2667.  Have  you  any  authority  for  the  statement  ? — No. 

2668.  Could  you  name  any  individual  who  has  made  that  positive  statement,  that 
he  was  a  liquor  seller,  or  have  you  heard  any  one  make  that  positive  statement  ? — I  can- 
not now,  but  I  think  I  could  recall  names. 

2669.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  one  make  the  statement  distinctly  ? — I  have  heard  it 
several  times,  but  I  cannot  recall  the  names. 

2670.  You  have  heard  the  positive  assertion? — Yes. 

2671.  By  persons  in  whose  veracity  you  have  perfect  confidence? — Yes. 

2672.  I  think,  in  reply  to  a  question  as  to  why  a  private  citizen  should  not  inter- 
fere and  endeavour  to  have  the  law  enforced,  you  said  it  would  be  dangerous  for  you  to 
do  so  y — Yes. 

2673.  Why  ? — Because  it  would  involve  the  sacrifice  of  time  and  money  and  the 
incurring  of  a  certain  amount  of  odium. 
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2674.  But  that  is  not  making  it  dangerous.  It  might  be  onerous,  but  the  word 
**  dangerous  "  would  rather  imply  personal  danger  ? — I  do  not  mean  that. 

2675.  It  would  be  inconvenient  and  expensive  ? — Yes,  it  would  be  dangerous  to 
the  pocket. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod  : 

2676.  Do  you  think  that  if  one  was  especially  active  in  his  endeavours  to  prosecute 
offenders  against  the  liquor  law,  he  would  be  in  any  actual  danger  to  his  person  or  his 
property  ? — He  would  not  in  Halifax.     That  is  my  impression. 

J5y  Mr.  Clarke  : 

2677.  But  he  would  incur  a  certain  amount  of  odium  in  drawing  the  attention  of 
the  authorities  to  violations  of  the  law  and  doing  his  duty  ? — Yes. 

JBy  Jtuige  McDonald  : 

2678.  Odium  from  whom  1 — A  large  class  of  citizens. 

2679.  What  class  of  citizens  ? — Amongst  the  unthinking  class. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

2680.  You  gave  us  to  understand  that  the  difficulty  in  carr3dng  out  the  liquor  license 
la-wr  was-  the  adverse  influence  of  the  City  Council.     Is  that  your  opinion  ? — I  think  so. 

2681.  Notwithstanding  that,  you  think  the  inspector  could  carry  out  the  law  if  he 
was  so  disposed  :  do  you  mean,  notwithstanding  the  adverse  influence  of  the  Council  ? 
— I  do  not  think  the  Council  would  oppose  him  if  he  was  disposed  to  do  it,  but  they 
would  not  render  him  any  active  support. 

2682.  But,  taking  matters  as  they  stand,  do  you  think  that  the  inspector,  notwith- 
standing that  the  City  Council  is  apathetic  or  adverse,  could  carry  out  the  law  if  he 
liked  1— Yes. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

2683.  The  Mayor,  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  and  the  License  Inspector  all  stated 
they  were  total  abstainers,  as  well  as  the  keeper  of  the  city  prison.  Would  not  the 
fact  of  these  men  being  what  they  are,  and  being  connected  with  the  administration  of 
the  law,  have  a  strong  eflFect  in  aiding  in  its  enforcement  1 — If  the  inspector  was  in 
sympathy  with  the  law,  the  others  would  aid  him  in  it. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

2684.  Given  100  mechanics  in  Halifax,  taken  at  random,  how  many  would  be 
drinking  men  of  the  class  to  which  reference  was  made,  who  would  lose  on  an  average 
two  days  a  month  ? — It  is  somewhat  difficult  for  me  to  form  an  opinion  on  that  point, 
because  I  have  not  a  great  knowledge  of  some  of  the  trades. 

2685.  Would  it  be  half  of  them  ?— No. 

2686.  A  quarter  ?— Yes,  I  think  so. 

2687.  I  am  not  speaking  of  men  who  drink  and  do  not  lose  time,  but  of  those  who 
drink  and  do  lose  time  1 — I  think  about  one-quarter. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

2688.  Your  answer  would  indicate  that  you  think  about  twenty-five  per  cent  of 
the  working  classes  of  Halifax  are  drunkards  1 — I  think  they  are. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

2689.  What  percentage  are  there  who  are  not  entitled  to  be  placed  in  that  category, 
who  take  a  drink  or  so  in  a  week,  and  do  not  lose  these  two  days  a  month  that  you 
speak  of  I — I  cannot  give  you  an  accurate  statement.     It  is  guess  work. 

g^ijSS^^^^-  You  said  you  thought  the  larger  proportion  did  not  lose  time  and  yet  drank 
a  little.  There  are  25  per  cent  whom  you  class  as  drunkards,  who  lose  time  because 
they  cannot  get  work.  What  percentage  of  the  remainder  are  total  abstainers  ? — I  can- 
not answer  that,  because  I  cannot  determine  who  are  total  abstainers. 

2691.  And  yet  you  can  determine  who  are  drunkards  ? — I  have  abetter  oppor- 
tunity to  do  so. 
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RD  BLIGH,  of  Halifax,  on  being  duly  swom,  deposed  as  follows  : — 

^  Chaimum : 

ow  long  have  you  resided  in  Halifax  ? — Since  1864. 

re  you  a  native  of  Halifax  ? — No,  I  was  born  in  Cornwallis. 

^at  is  your  business  or  profession  1 — Shipping  master. 

!ave  you  been  in  that  business  all  the  time  ? — I  have  for  three  years,  and  I 

hipping  roaster  ten  years  before.     I  have  been  in  the  office  since  1879. 

Qiat  does  the  term  shipping  master  mean  ? — The  appointment  comes  from 

1  Government.     There  is  an  office  for  the  engagement  of  sailors,  which  I 

Lg  master. 

our  appointment  is  a  Dominion  one  1 — Yes. 

nd  will  you  give  the  Commission  some  idea  of  what  your  duties  are  1 — We 

i  for  the  purpose  of  engaging  seamen  when  they  are  wanted  by  masters  and 

sels,  where  they  can  come  and  sign  articles  to  go  on  a  ship. 

i  is  a  register  which  you  supervise  1 — Yes,  a  public  office. 

Mr.  Clarke :  ' 

oes  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  your  profession  bring  you  in  contact  with 

's  of  sailors  ? — Yes. 

as  drunkenness  increased  amongst  the  mariners,  in  your  experience? — No. 

r  decre&sed  ? — I  think  it  has  decreased. 

0  what  do  you   attribute  the  beneficial   change*^ — I  think  the  mind  of  the 

$n  changed. 

!ow  ?-^I  think  probably  Iby  the  influence  of  good  advice  from  different  sources. 

bere  was  a   statement  made,  that  a   good  deal  of   the   drunkenness    which 

ifax  was  amongst  seamen  and  mariners  ;  but  you  notice  an  improvement  in 

—Yes. 

here  is  not  so  much  drunkenness  amongst  them  as  formerly  ? — No. 

ave  you  had  any  experience  of  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  in  any  of  the 

ova  Scotia  ? — No. 

ow  do  you  think  the  liquor  license  law  here  is  observed  1 — Fairly  well, 

ave  you  heard  complaints  made  against  the  inspector  ? — I  have  heard  people 

)  him. 

o  you  think  the  charges  are  well  founded  ? — I  do  not  know. 

0  you  think  public  opinion,   public  sentiment  is  strongly  in  favour  of  the 
of  the  license  law  ? — I  think  it  is. 

nd  if  the  law  is  not  enforced,  it  must  be  either  because  it  cannot   be 

3ecause  it  is  not  enforced  by  the  official  ? — I  think  most  of  the  people  would 

enforced. 

'o  you  know  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  law  which  are  difficult  of  enforce- 

[inot  tell  you  much  about  the  operation  of  the  law,  but,  from  what  I  have 

1  think  it  is  rather  hard  to  enforce  it. 

ould  you  suggest  any  amendments   which  would  make  it  more  easy  of 

and  still  make  it  an  efficient  measure  ? — I  do  not  know  that  I  could. 

o  you  think,  if  an  Act  were  passed  by  the  Dominion  Parliament,  prohibit- 

ifacture  and   sale  of  liquor,  it  could  be  enforced  in  a  sea  port  tciWn  like 

do  not  think  it  could. 

\  there  much  smuggling  going  on  along  the  coast  ? — I  do  not  think  a  great 

■  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  liquor  were  prohibited,  do  you  think  smug- 

ncrease  or  decrease  ? — It  would  increase. 

onsiderably  ? — Yes.     Certain  parties  will  have  liquor,  if  they  can   get  it 

RD  Bligh. 
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By  Judge  McDonald  : 

2719.  You  think  that  moral  suasion  and  religious  teaching 
have  had  their  effect  on  sailors  of  late  years  ? — I  know  that  in  II 
much  worse  than  they  are  to-day. 

2720.  Are  many  of  the  sailors  who  come  into  this  port  la 
training  ships  in  England  where  they  were  placed  under  good  infli 

£j/  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod  : 

2721.  Do  you  think  if  there  were  fewer  temptations  in  the  si 
shops,  that  fewer  sailors  would  fall  into  drinking  habits,  but  mc 
moral  influences  'and  refrain  from  drinking  ? — I  think  so.  I  h 
sailor  to  be  a  man  rather  easily  led. 

272 Irt.  With  good  impulses  too  ? — Yes. 

272*7..  What  do  you  think  would  be  the  difficulties  in  the  wa; 
a  law  proYi\\>iting  the  manufacture  and  importation  as  well  as  the 
it  could  be  done.  I  believe  some  sailors  would  have  liquor  if  they 
other  port  in  their  boots  or  their  hats. 

2723.  But  is  that  a  good  reason  why  it  should  be  provided  i 
shop  ? — I  think  they  would  be  better  without  it.  i 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

2724.  Testimony  was  given  this  afternoon  by  a  shipowner 
tion  would  he  employ  as  his  engineer  or  captain,  a  person  who  ( 
find,  as  a  rule,  that  the  captain  and  engineer  of  ships  are  total  abj 
ships  arriving  in  this  port  ? — No.     Some  are. 

2725.  But  the  majority  are  not? — No. 

2726.  Are  the  total  abstainers  more  skilful  navigators  ? — I  d 
5727.   Are  they  more  careful  men  ? — I  think  there  is  more  coi 

men  as  a  rule.     Those  to  whom  I  refer  are  men  who  may  not  be  t< 
not  drunkards,  men  who  may  take  a  glass  of  beer  or  leave  it  alone 

2728.  Are  they  less  trustworthy  than  total  abstainers  ? — I  c 
are,  but  the  general  public  look  upon  them  -in  that  light. 

2729.  If  you  were  engaging  a  crew,  would  you  accept  a  caj 
abstainer,  or  an  engineer,  rather  than  one  who  was  a  moderate  < 
all  other  things  being  equal. 

2730.  But  the  majority  are  not  total  abstainers  ? — I  think  th 


JOHN  T.  BULMER,  of  Halifax,  on  being  duly  sworn,  depoi 

By  tlie  CJiairman : 

2731 .  Where  is  your  residence  1 — I  have  been  here  in  Halifax 

2732.  What  is  your  profession  ? — Barrister  and  solicitor. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

2733.  As  a  barrister,  you  are  familiar  with  the  license  laws  c 
I  had  the  honour  of  drafting  the  Act  of  1886. 

2734.  That  is  the  law  now  in  force? — Yes. 

2735.  What  was  the  Act  previous  to  that? — I  also  drafted  1 
the  Act  of  1869. 

2736.  Wherein  does  the  Act  of  1886  differ  from  that  of  18^ 
tures? — The  Act  of  1889  was  an  Act  for  a  simple  community, 
matters  entirely  outgrown  since.  There  were  simple  settlements  tl 
Towns  were  in  their  infancy,  and  with  the  great  increase  in  gold  n 
in  Nova  Scotia,  our  simple  habits  were  upset,  and  a  new  populat 
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9  became  almost   impossible   of  efficient    enforcement.      I  was 

B  to  see  if  we  could  amend  the  old  Act.     I  found  it  impossible,  and 

B  new  Act  of  1886. 

ct  failed  after  the  introduction  of  the  foreign  population  ? — Our 

s  well  as  our  population  and  our  habits  entirely  changed,  and  we 

d  do  for  a  simple  community  was  outgrown. 

the  old  law  provide  ? — The  salient  feature  of  the  old  law  was  that 

rds  of  the  ratepayers  in  favour  of  a  license,  which  must  also  be 

thirds  of  the  Grand  Jury.     But  in  the  passage  of  the  Act,  the 

nces  of  the  city  slipped  their  neck  out  of  the  noose,  and  we  had 

'  affairs  in  the  city.     They  threw  over  the  two-third?  provision  in  the 

;  in  the  country.     And  the  great  fight  came  in  1874,  to  include 

I  law  of  the  province. 

pened  then  ? — Then,  after  a  tremendous  fight,  we  got  them  in. 

the  law  from  1874  to  1886  without  any  amendment? — No,  there 

DQ  year  to  year;  and  many  of  them  were  made  hostile,  and  some  of 

ersons  who  were  hostile,  to  the  former  Act. 

e  amendments,  in  the  main,  in  the  direction  of  more  restriction  ? — 

and  removing  generalities.  The  former  Acts  were  not  severe  en- 
)rfe  recent  Acts. 

been  generally  the  effect  of  the  Act  of  1886,  that  is  the  present 
1  the  Act  of  1886  came  into  operation,  the  liquor  people  were 
that  we  were  as  good  men  as  we  seemed  to  be,  and  there  was  an 
^ct  was  going  to  be  enforced  with  great  vigour.  The  drastic  nature 
jneral  expectation  of  its  enforcement,  strange  to  say,  almost  en- 
i  year  without  any  one  being  behind  it.  The  Marshal  hits  the 
a  his  report  for  1885-86,  when  he  says  : 
tion  to  the  citizens  to  know  that  affairs  in  this  respect  are  in  such  a  satis- 

y  that  the  sales  of  liquor  illicitly  have  been  wholly  stopped,  and 
ffences  has  greatly  diminished. 

rke  : 

the  inspector  that  year  ? — Mr.  Mackasey,  but  we  had  a  most 
r  Mcintosh,  and  his  administration  was  very  different  from  that 
brewer,  who  came  in  afterwards. 

McLeod : 

think  the  inspector  is  influenced  somewhat  by  the  attitude  of  the 
We  knew  everything  in  this  Act  depended  on  the  officer  we  had 
^ere  "  downed."  The  liquor  people  came  in,  and  put  their  man  in. 
J  to  have  been  a  liquor  seller,  and  I  have  been  in  his  place,  and 
sment.  If  you  look  out  of  that  window,  although  Mr.  Mackasey's 
^g>  you  will  see  two  places  that  are  paying  no  attention  to  the  law. 


before  his  appointment  as  inspector  was  Mr.   Mackasey  a  liquor 
nany  years  ago,  over  15  years  ago. 

Id  be  nine  or  ten  years  before  his  appointment  ? — Yes;  but  the 
id  the  inspector. 

rke : 

Mackasey  a  total  abstainer  15  years  ago  ? — I  never  knew  him  to 


ER. 
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By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod: 

2748.  Your  impression  is  that  the  license  law  is  not  well  enforced 
is  splendidly  enforced  !  The  inspector  was  appointed  by  the  liquor  s 
private  individual  attempts  to  enforce  the  law,  he  has  the  whole  civi 
on  him.     We  had  Mr.  Mackasey  out  once,  on  the  casting  vote  of  the  ] 

By  Jvdge  McDonald : 

2749.  How  did  you  get  him  back  again  ? — The  liquor  interest  is  a 
always  there,  while  the  temperance  people  never  seem  to  do  anything 
tion. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod: 

2750.  Do  they  take  collections  freely  ? — That  is  about  all  they  do 

By  tJie  Chairman : 

2751.  Has  Mr.  Mackasey  the  concurrence  of  the  Council  ? — Of  th 
present  time,  and  those  who  pretend  to  oppose  him  do  not  really 
nobody  in  the  Council  who  pretends  to  have  any  soul  against  the  liquoi 
would  change  the  state  of  affairs.  The  Council  sent  up  a  committee  t 
and  the  guiding  and  presiding  genius  took  the  ground  that  they  woul 
law. 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

2752.  Why  ?^ — Because  it  was  not  acceptable  to  the  120  liquor  det 

2753.  But  do  the  120  liquor  dealers  control  35,000  people  her 
large  body  of  sympathizers  with  the  liquor  dealers.  This  is  a  military 
conservative  influences  dominate  here. 

2754.  The  military  can  get  their  liquor  in  tjje  canteens,  can  the 
not  sell  spirits. 

2755.  Do  they  only  sell  beer? — No,  whiskey  is  sold  in  the  canteei 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

2756.  Do  you  understand  that  the  military  element  largely  influ 

2757.  In  what  way  ? — Perniciously.  They  come  from  a  countr 
customs  are  dominant,  while  most  of  our  fathers  have  been  here  long  < 

,  respectable. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

2758.  Then  they  only  Ijecome  respectable  by  stopping  here  long  ei 
to  me  this  is  trifling  with  the  subject.  — I  mean  to  say  that  people  comt 
from  England,  and  the  natives  here  are  injuriously  affected  by  the  Eui 
The  German  element  is  largely  opposed  to  prohibition.  The  general  e 
that  our  fathers  brought  from  Europe  is  very  bad. 

By  Jtirdge  McDonald : 

2759.  You  think  that  the  law  is  not  enforced  ? — It  is  not  enforcei 

2760.  Do  you  think  a  law  could  be  passed  that  could  be  enforce 
Halifax  at  the  present  time  ? — There  is  nothing  to  hinder  the  enforce] 

2761.  Then  any  license  law  that  would  tend  to  the  prevention  c 
intoxicating  liquor,  you  thiAk  could  not  be  enforced  in  Halifax  in  th 
civic  affairs  ? — I  think  a  law  could  be  well  enforced. 

2762.  But  would  it  be?— I  think  so. 

2763.  What  kind  of  law  ? — I  believe  the  present  law  could  be  enfc 

2764.  But  it  is  not.  Why  would  any  other  license  law  be  enforc 
conscience  may  wake  up. 

2765.  In  the  present  state  of  civic  affairs  ? — No. 
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2766.  If  the  Dominion  Parliament  were  to-morrow  to  pass  a  general  prohibitory 
law  to  prevent  the  importation,  manufacture  and  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,  do  you 
think  that  would  be  enforced  in  Halifax  ? — I  do. 

2767.  In  what  way  ? — A  license  law,  as  you  observe,  is  only  good  where  it  is 
prohibitory. 

2768.  I  did  not  say  that ;  but  I  said  that  every  license  law  is  to  a  certain  extent 
prohibitory. — The  object  of  passing  the  present  Act  was  not  to  make  a  license  law,  but 
to  frame  a  law  as  nearly  prohibitory  as  possible,  within  the  terms  of  the  British  North 
America  Act. 

2769.  And  that  has  been  a  complete  failure,  for  the  causes  you  state  ? — Not  a 
complete  failure. 

2770.  But  it  is  not  enforced  ? — No ;  but  it  has  reduced  the  number  of  licenses 
about  100. 

2771.  And  has  it  reduced  drunkenness? — Yes,  very  much. 

2772.  It  has  done  so  much  good  ? — For  the  first  year,  I  said  it  almost  enforced  itself. 

2773.  But  now  1 — Drunkenness  is  on  the  increase. 

2774.  And  that  is  owing  to  the  law  not  being  enforced  ? — Nothing  else  in  the 
world. 

2775.  And  that  is  because  the  officials  do  not  do  their  duty  ? — That  is  the  reason. 

2776.  And  those  officials  do  not  do  their  duty,  because  the  civic  authorities  of 
Halifax  are  not  at  their  back  to  induce  them  to  do  it  ? — If  the  Dominion  Government 
passed  a  law  of  prohibition,  they  would  have  people  to  enforce  it,  as  they  enforce  the 
revenue  laws  and  hunt  a  man  with  dogs  for  having  a  still  in  the  woods.  If  the 
majority  of  the  Dominion  was  behind  it,  the  effect  of  such  a  law  would  be  something 
startling. 

2777.  You  think,  if  the  Dominion  Parliament  was  at  the  back  of  it  1 — It  would, 
in  my  opinion,  destroy  nineteen-twentieths  of  the  liquor  business  in  Halifax  in  the  first 
year. 

2778.  Would  it  prevent  people  'tsing  liquor  ? — To  that  extent,  there  would  be  a 
diminution  in  the  first  year. 

2779.  Do  you  think,  if  a  change  were  made  under  your  present  license  law,  by 
which  the  issuing  of  the  licenses  was  committed  to  a  cqmmission,  and  the  officers  to 
enforce  it  were  appointed  by  that  commission,  free  from  civic  influences,  that  would 
prove  a  success  ? — I  am  inclined  to  answer  that  in  the  affirmative^ 

2780.  Had  you  any  experience  of  the  McCarthy  Act  1 — I  had  some  experience. 

2781.  What  did  you  thmk  of  it?— Our  Act  is  substantially  the  McCarthy  Act, 
with  most  of  the  radical  features  of '  the  best  Australian  and  American  legislation 
incorporated  into  the  basis  of  the  McCarthy  Act.      j 

2782.  Did  you  provide  for  the  inspection  of  liquors  ? — No,  because  I  was  of  the 
impression  that  nothing  was  worse  than  the  pure  whisky. 

2783.  That  it  was  better  to  let  adulteration  take  place? — That  nothing  would  kill 
a  man  quicker  than  good  Scotch  whisky. 

2784.  Then,  the  management  of  the  McCarthy  Act  was  in  the  hands  of  the  officials, 
a  judicial  officer,  an  officer  appointed  by  the  Government  and  one  elected  by  the  people  % 
— Yes. 

2785.  Do  you  think  that  would  be  a  good  system  ? — I  think  that  feature  of  the 
system  would  be  good  for  us  now,  but  only  that  feature  of  the  system. 

2786.  Your  idea  is  that  any  license  law  to  be  a  success  should  be  removed  from 
the  City  Council  ? — I  am  sorry  to  say  that  this  is  about  the  only  town  in  Nova  Scotia, 
where  the  municipal  government  is  not  very  clean  and  pure  and  beautiful. 

2787.  But  in  Halifax,  you  think  it  should  be  removed  from  the  City  Council  ? — Yes. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod  : 

2788.  Do  you  think  it  possible^to  change  the  character  of  the  municipal  govern- 
ment of  this  city  ? — Yes,  I  do. 

2789.  In  what  way  ? — If  a  number  of  us  had  wealth  and  could  take  our  hands  from 
our  calling.     All  you  want  is  a  strong  and  powerful  agitation,  but  it  is  impossible  now 

John  T.  Bulmer. 
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to  give  the  time  to  it.  You  would  have  to  -give  years  and  years  to  it .  You  would  have 
to  secure  a  complete  change  of  public  opinion.  If  the  liquor  question  were  put  to  the 
vote  to-morrow,  the  people  would  vote  for  total  suppression. 

2790.  Why  do  they  vote  the  other  way  now? — There  are  about  500  votes  solid  in 
the  liquor  interest,  and  there  are  two  political  organizations  competing  for  that  vote. 
There  is  not  a  daily  paper  in  Halifax  that  dare  propose  to  enforce  the  laws  now  on  the 
statute-book.     The  political  organizations  are  committed  to  that  interest. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

2791.  To  what? — To  saying  nothing  on  the  liquor  question.  It  is  well  known  that 
at  the  last  election,  the  present  Local  Government  was  opposed  by  the  whole  liquor  vote, 
and  they  never  had  a  majority. 

2792.  Are  there  any  papers  supporting  the  Local  Government  ? — Yes,  but  they 
cannot  speak  on  the  liquor  question.  If  the  Dominion  Gk)vernment,  or  if  Mr.  Laurier 
declared  for  it,  it  would  be  the  same. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

2793.  When  the  liquor  agitation  was  started,  what  was  the  position  of  the  Halifax 
representatives  ? — Two  were  hostile  at  first,  but  one  was  favourable. 

2794.  Were  they  hostile  throughout  ? — No,  when  the  Act  came  up  next  year,  the 
vote  was  practically  unanimous. 

2795.  What  did  the  city  do  the  next  time  ? — They  sent  them  back  with  1,000  to 
1,200  majority. 

2796.  Do  you  consider  that  an  endorsation  of  their  action? — No;  but  the  farmer 
had  his  say,  and  the  man  who  reads  his  paper  and  does  not  drink. 

2797.  That  was  in  the  country  ? — Yes,  that  is  in  the  country. 

2798.  But  what  was  the  position  of  the  city  ? — It  was  enormously  in  favour  of  the 
Local  Government. 

2799.  In  favour  of  the  men  who  passed  the  Act  of  1886  ? — Yes. 

2800.  Do  you  regard  that  as  indicative  of  the  views  of  the  city  ? — I  believe  two- 
thirds  of  the  people  would  be  in  favour  of  it,  if  they  could  vote  at  a  box  where  no  one 
would  know  how  they  voted ;  but  in  an  election  fight,  we  can  find  about  fifty  who  will 
go  into  the  work  and  a  hundred  who  will  give  good  sums  of  money,  and  two  hundred  who 
will  go  in  pretty  well  and  a  thousand  who  will  help,  and  the  rest  will  keep  away. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

2801.  The  vote  is  by  ballot  now  ?— Yes. 

2802.  Then  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  expression  of  opinion.  Why  do  they 
not  elect  a  man  to  carry  out  their  \4ews? — Because  our  civic  government  has  a  great 
many  questions  up  in  every  contest,  politics  to  a  great  extent. 

2803.  Under  politics  they  voted  by  a  large  majority  to  put  these  men  into  the 
Legislature.  Then,  why  would  they  not,  with  the  ballot  at  their  command,  do  the  same 
with  regard  to  the  aldermen  ? — They  would  employ  an  organization  for  carrying  civic 
elections. 

By  Rev.  Dr  McLeod : 

2804.  Is  the  franchise  difierent  ? — Yes.  Firemen  vote,  and  a  man  who  pays  a  poll 
tax  of  $2  is  entitled  to  vote. 

2805.  What  is  the  franchise  in  provincial  elections  ? — We  have  a  very  low  fran- 
chise on  personal  property.     It  is  substantially  a  re-enactment  of  the  Ontario  Act. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

2806.  This  is  almost  the  same  as  the  franchise  for  the  Local  Legislature  % — I  think 
perhaps  the  franchise  for  the  Legislature  is  wider. 

2807.  The  $2  men  probably  have  votes  for  the  Legislature  ? — No,  they  have  not. 

2808.  Why  not  ? — They  are  only  registered  for  municipal  elections. 

2809.  But  would  not  they  come  under  the  same  qualification  for  the  Local  Legisla- 
ture ? — A  very  large  number  would. 

2810.  Then,  there  is  practically  no  difference  ? — Quite  so. 
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ne  thing  practically  ? — No,  there  are  the  firemen. 

large  number  ? — ^Yes,  nearly  300. 

re  there  in  the  civic  election  which  are  not  in  the  pro- 

ection  votes  have  been  small,  because  the  people  do  not 

think  there  are  who  vote  in  municipal  elections  and  do 
elections  1 — I  do  not  think  500. 


1,200  men  who  supported  the  men  who  passed  the  License 
county. 


majority  did  the  city  give  ? — I  think  I  am  safe  in  saying 

inhere  in  favour  of  the  Act  in  the  Local  Legislature  1 — Yes. 
tjonstituency  practically  send  men  to  the  City  Council  who 
sutralize  its  effect  ? — That  is  precisely  the  situation.  The 
iermined  that  the  law  shall  not  be  enforced, 
lat  that  is  not  the  result  of  an  absence  of  sympathy  with 
bition,  but  of  a  sort  of  terrorism  exercised  over  a  certain 
-hat  so  1 — Very  largely. 

that,  and  give  us  some  idea  what  it  aiises  from  ?  Have 
je  over  the  labouring  classes  and  over  business  people  as  to 
rcising  their  independent  franchise  1 — It  is  very  difficult 
n  in  the  city,  exceedingly  difficult.  The  reaisons  I  have 
Ls  large  vote  is  about  500.  Then,  there  is  a  large  non- 
ave  many  sympathies  in  business  relations.  A  large 
3las3,  people  who  are  tied  to  that  class  by  all  sorts  of 
sing  how  few  men  you  can  get  to  discharge  a  public  duty 
s  from  discharging  it.  There  is  no  man  who  could  step 
ng  the  law  without  being  very  much  hated, 
for  a  municipal  councillor  without  its  being  known  for 

ice  of  the  liquor  class  is  so  great  here  that  an  independent 
lot  be  obtained  ? — Take  the  civic  elections.  I  am  of  the 
o  man   can  get  into  the  City  Council  now  who  takes  a 

enforcement  of  the  liquor  law. 

the  public  sentiment  is  in  favour  of  its  enforcement  ? — 

ote  privately,  they  would  vote  two  to  one. 

►te  privately — they  vote  by  ballot  ?  If  the  public  sentiment 

jnt  of  the  liquor  law  and  the  elector  can  vote  without  his 

e  vote  against  the  enforcement  of  the  law  ? — Hitherto 

ent  on  the  taxes  being  paid.     I  do  not  know  how  many 

.t  way,  but  I  should  say  over  1,000. 

chisement  of  the  voter  in  the  local  elections  ? — No,  if  his 


be  supposed  that  the  law-abiding  section  of  the  people, 
.al  abstinence  and  temperance,  would  be  more  apt  to  have 
;  than  the  class  that  have  been  referred  to  in  certain  of 
he  traffic  1 — That  would  presuppose  an  amount  of  public 
iie  average  voter  in  Halifax. 
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2827.  In  your  opinion,  is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  people  in  this  city,  though  they 
hold  this  view  you  speak  of  in  regard  to  the  temperance  sentiment,  allow  themselves  to 
be  governed  by  their  political  opinions  in  voting  for  candidates  for  the  Local  Legislature 
and  by  their  business  relations  in  voting  for  aldermen  ? — No. 

2828.  Then,  what  is  it  ? — I  think  the  chief  reason  is  what  I  have  given  you. 

2829.  Do  the  people  vote  for  candidates  for  the  Local  Legislature  because  they 
supported  that  Act,  or  on  account  of  their  political  opinions  ? — ^I  did  not  say  they  all 
supported  the  Act. 

2830.  The  men  who  went  in  last  supported  it  ? — They  did  not  support  the 
amendment. 

2831.  Do  you  believe  those  men  were  returned  to  the  Legislature  on  account  of  the 
temperance  question  at  all,  or  on  their  general  political  opinions  in  regard  to  the  affairs 
of  the  province  as  a  whole  ? — I  am  quite  confident  that  a  large  portion  of  their  votes  at 
the  last  election  came  from  the  fact  that  a  brewer  was  running  on  the  other  side. 

2832.  And,  therefore,  it  was  done  on  temperance  principles  ? — I  would  not  say  that. 

2833.  Why,  then  ? — The  radical  men  through  the  county  said  :  We  will  lay  you 
out. 

2834.  The  interests  of  the  traffic  are  such  that  the  men  who  have  votes  for  alder- 
men vote  for  men  who  will  support  the  traffic  ;  and  the  same  men,  when  a  brewer  is  a 
candidate  for  the  Legislature,  turn  around  and  vote  against  him  ? — Yes. 

2835.  Is  not  that  inconsistent  1 — No. 

2836.  Those  men  would  return  that  brewer  to  the  City  Council,  would  they  not? 
— He  had  been  Mayor. 

2837.  And  in  that  position  he  has  to  control  the  administration  of  the  license  law  ? 
—Yes. 

2838.  And  yet  they  would  not  return  him  to  the  Legislature  for  fear  he  might  repeal 
that  law? — It  would  take  a  long  story  to  explain  that,  and  I  would  not  like  to  go  into 
certain  details. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

2839.  If  two-thirds  of  the  people  are  in  favour  of  the  enforcement  of  the  law,  when 
the  ballot  is  placed  in  their  hands,  why  do  they  not  return  people  in  favour  of  the  law? — 
The  divic  franchise,  under  the  present  charter,  has  been  exceedingly  limited.  It  has  had 
new  elements  which  are  not  in  the  local  franchise  at  all.  It  was  run  upon  different 
questions  and  operated  by  different  interests  altogether,  and  the  civic  ratepayer  here 
has  never  taken  the  question  up  as  a  question  worth  making  a  special  fight  for  in  t;ity 
elections.  WTiile  he  does  not  wish  the  liquor  interest  any  increased  strength,  he  does 
not  make  it  matter  for  a  fight  in  municipal  politics. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

2840.  Do  you  think  it  the  duty  of  the  temperance  people  either  to  sustain  the  ins- 
pector in  enforcing  the  Act,  or,  if  he  will  not  do  it,  to  represent  it  to  the  proper  autho- 
rities ? — I  do.  I  believe  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  citizens  to  insist  on  the  proper  enforce- 
ment of  the  law,  but  all  those  who  have  taken  an  interest  in  it  have  lost  all  confidence 
in  Mr.  Mackasey,  and  would  render  him  no  assistance  whatever. 

2841.  With  a  majority  of  two  to  one  in  favour  of  prohibition  and  of  the  strict  enfor- 
cement of  the  present  license  law,  and  with  the  opportunity  afforded,  as  shownjby  your- 
self, of  prosecuting  two  places  right  opposite  his  office  that  are  violating  the  law,^have 
you  called  attention  to  that  fact  ? — I  have  not. 

2842.  Why  ? — Because  it  was  not  my  business. 

2843.  Whose  business  is  it  ?  He  has  told  the  Commission  that  the  law  cannot  be 
enforced  unless  there  is  an  inspector  in  every  one  of  those  houses  ? — I  do  not  believe  it. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

2844.  If  you  were  told  by  a  gentleman  that  there  were  two  places  close  to  the  ins- 
pector's office  violating  the  law,  what  would  you  think  ? — I  would  think  it  was  a  pretty 
bad  state  of  things.  I  am  unable  to-night,  if  I  were  called  to  give  the  names,  to  name 
more  than  eight  men  who  are  keeping  the  law. 
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2845.  And  how  many  licenses  are  there  ? — About  120. 

2846.  Is  the  public  or  moral  sentiment  in  favour  of  the  enforcement  of  the  law  at 
such  a  low  ebb  that  no  citizens  can  be  found  to  enforce  the  law  ? — That  is  about  the 
truth. 

2847.  You  say  you  framed  the  provisions  of  the  Act  which  is  in  force  at  the  pre- 
sent time  ? — I  was  one  of  the  solicitors. 

2848.  I  understand  that,  as  a  License  Act,  and  affording  opportunities  for  prohibi- 
tion, it  is  the  best  in  existence  in  Canada,  and  if  local  sentiment  is  so  much  in  favour 
of  prohibition  as  you  say,  how  is  it  that  the  people  of  Halifax  do  not  take  advantage  of 
these  excellent  provisions  1 — I  mean  that  if  the  people,  by  just  throwing  their  ballot 
could  do  so,  they  would  vote  two  to  one  for  the  enforcement  of  the  law ;  but  when  you 
ask  that  same  majority  to  show  that  the  working  of  the  Act  is  feasible,  and  to  go  into 
municipal  organization,  the  two-thirds  melt  down  to  one-fourth. 

2849.  Within  a  short  distance  of  Halifax,  there  is  a  community  which  is  enforcing 
the  License  Act  in  its  prohibitory  provisions.  If  it  is  necessary  to  get  three-fifths  of 
the  residents  in  these  wards  to  sign  a  petition  for  a  license  before  it  can  be  granted,  it 
will  not  require  much  effort  to  secure  the  same  thing  in  Halifax  1 — The  city  of  Dart- 
mouth and  the  county  of  Halifax  are  having  a  most  healthy  effect  on  the  city  of  Halifax. 

2850.  When  did  that  healthy  effect  commence  to  make  itself  felt  ? — Conscience  re- 
quires some  time  to  be  educated. 

2851.  Do  you  think  that  an  Act  of  the  Dominion  Parliament  would  be  more  easy 
of  enforcement  than  this  law  ? — A  License  Act  is  more  difficult  to  enforce. 

2852.  Is  not  the  Scott  Act  a  Dominion  Act? — Yes. 

2853.  How  is  it  enforced  throughout  the  province  ? — I  think  it  has  cleared  the 
liquor  out  of  one-half  of  the  districts  in  the  province. 

2854.  In  how  many  districts  or  counties  of  the  province  is  the  Scott  Act  in  force  ? — 
It  was  in  force  in  all  the  counties,  except  Halifax,  Lunenburg,  Antigonish,  Richmond 
and  Victoria.  Then  Gloucester  became  dissatisfied,  and  the  temperance  people  there 
determined  to  repeal  the  Act,  and  go  under  what  they  believed  to  be  a  more  effective 
law,  the  Provincial  Act. 

2855.  Does  the  Scott  Act  absolutely  prohibit  the  sale  of  liquor  1 — Not  over  ten 
gallons. 

2856.  But  it  prohibits  the  retailing  of  liquor  in  hotels  and  places  of  that  kind  ? — 
Well,  the  Scott  Act  is  a  curious  kind  of  prohibition  ;  it  does  not  prohibit  the  ten  gal- 
lons. And  then  there  was  so  much  contest  in  the  courts  that  the  Act  was  nearly- 
paralyzed. 

2857.  When  was  that  contest  brought  to  an  end  ? — I  think  the  last  appeal  to  the 
Privy  Council  has  pretty  well  cleared  the  field,  but  there  are  skirmishing  outposts  still 
engaged. 

2858.  Does  the  Scott  Act  prohibit  the  sale  of  liquor  in  the  hotels  ? — It  has  not  in 
Windsor,  not  much  in  Kemptville,  Bridgetown  and  Annapolis,  but  in  Digby,  Shelburne 
and  up  through  Queen's,  it  has  done  well ;  in  about  half  the  towns,  I  think  it  has  not 
stopped  the  sale  of  liquor. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

2859.  Has  it  materially  reduced  it  ? — Very  much.  You  might  take  Amherst,  my 
own  town. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

2860.  What  is  the  reason  it  has  been  successful  in  some  counties  and  not  in 
others  ? — In  some  counties  it  has  had  a  very  vigorous  enforcement,  because  of  the  local 
sentiment,  and  they  have  happened  to  get  hold  of  able  inspectors. 

2861.  In  order  to  carry  out  this  local  prohibitory  law  it  is  necessary  to  have  & 
local  sentiment  in  favour  of  it,  and  to  have  a  good  inspector — they  are  three  requisites  t 
— No ;  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  have  a  local  sentiment  here  if  we  had  a  good 
inspector  in  this  county.  The  Scott  Act  has  cleaned  liquor  out  of  Nova  Scotia,  except 
in  half  the  county  towns.  In  New  Glasgow  there  was  a  good  inspector ;  but  a  lot  of 
money  was  spent  in  the  courts,  and  thus  the  Act  was  interfered  with. 

John  T.  Bulher. 
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2862.  Do   you  think  the   Scott  Act  generally  prohibits  the  sale  of  liquor  ? — In 
the  Maritime  Provinces,  generally,  as  a  whole,  it  has  had  a  magnificent  effect. 

By  the  Chairman : 

2863.  But  it  has  not  entirely  prohibited  the  sale? — Not  in  half  the  large 
towns  of  Nova  Scotia. 

2864.  But  has  it  anywhere  ? — Certainly,  in  the  counties. 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

2865.  Name  any  counties  where  it  has  prohibited  the  sale  of  liquor  1 — Yarmouth. 

2866.  Anywhere  else  ? — I  think  a  man  who  wanted  to  hunt  for  liquor  could 
get  a  drink.     I  think  it  has  been  very  nearly  prohibited  in  Annapolis. 

By  the  Chairman : 

2867.  Where  else?— I  think  in  Shelbume. 

2868.  You  think  that  in  these  places  the  Scott  Act  has  absolutely  prohibited 
the  sale  of  liquor  ? — I  would  not  say  absolutely. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

2869.  CJould  you  suggest  any  amendments  from  your  experience  to  make  the 
Scott  Act  more  effective? — Yes,  very  many. 

2870.  What  would  they  be? — I  think  it  ought  to  have  the  effect  of  an 
injunction. 

2871.  What   is   that?— That  the  seller  could   be  held  under  bonds  of  $10,000. 

2872.  If  he  were  deprived  of  hLs  liberty  at  once,  would  it  not  be  better? — 
The  effect  of  that  is  to  touch  the  man  financially.  Of  course,  the  courts  are  not  inclined 
to  put  a  man  in  jail. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

2873.  You  have  some  knowledge  of  the  feeling  generally  throughout  Nova 
Scotia? — I  have. 

2874.  Do  you  think  the  feeling  is  sufficiently  strong  to  enforce  a  prohibitory 
law,  if  one  were  enacted  with  proper  provisions  ? — I  believe  that  if  a  prohibitory 
law  were  properly  enacted  and  carried  out,  it  would  have  the  overwhelming  support  of 
the  people  of  Nova  Scotia. 

2875.  Town,  country  and  all  ?— Yes. 

By  the  Chairman : 

2876.  And  would  be  efficiently  carried  out  ? — Yes. 

2877.  And  would  put  an  end  to  drinking,  with  this  long  coast  line  open  to 
smugglers  ? — I  think  smuggling  would  increase. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

2878.  If  you  had  not  so  many  old  country  people,  it  could  be  carried  out  ? — 
If  we  had  not  so  large  a  number  of  English  or  German  or  Scotch  or  Irish  population. 
That  is  the  exceptional  feature  in  Canada. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod  : 

2879.  Have  you  had  any  opportunities  of  judging  of  the  feeling  throughout  the 
I>ominion  at  large  ? — Yes,  I  have. 

2880.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  that  ? — I  made  inquiries  some  years  ago 
about  Quebec  and  some  other  provinces,  and  was  assured  that  it  was  believed  that  a 
prohibitory  law  could  be  well  enforced.  I  think  a  prohibitory  law  in  the  Dominion 
would  reduce  the  liquor  traffic  over  three-fourths  in  the  first  year. 

2881.  It  would  not  absolutely  prohibit  ? — No. 
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^Donald : 

the  second  year? — No.  I  made  some  inquiries  as  to  the 
ig  from  Mr.  Johnson,  and  he  informed  me  that  he  had  made  careful 
d  he  did  not  think  the  smuggling  amounted  to  any  appreciable 
'.  Johnson,  the  late  Deputy  Minister  of  Customs. 


rong  evidence  of  smuggling  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  at  present  ? 
:reat  centre  of  smuggling. 

ou  account  for  the  repeal  of  the  Scott  Act  in  so  many  places  in 
prohibition  sentiment  prevails,  and  that  only  in  one  or  two  places 
iiebec  has  it  been  put  into  force  % — For  this  reason :  that  the 
an  Act  for  the  suppression  of  the  liquor  traffic,  but  any  sympathy 
r  there  was  so  much  litigation  and  dispute  about  this  incompetent 

been  through  any  of  these  counties  ? — All  in  Nova  Scotia. 

n  Canada  ? — Yes. 

^as  put  in  force  and  then  repealed  by  large  majorities  % — Yes. 

in   any   county    in   Quebec   where  it    was   in  force  ? — Not  to 
ounties,  but  just  to  pass  through  them. 
I  said  the  number  of  licensed  places  it  Halifax  was  about  1201 

resterday  you  had  occasion  to  prove  that  in  only  eight  of  them 
' — I  said  I  could  only  name  eight  persons  who  are  keeping  the 

think  the  other  112  are  breaking  it? — I  am  on  my  oath,  and 
an  goes — and  I  have  endeavoured  to  be  accurate — there  is  not  a 
er,  except  the  eight  I  have  mentioned,  who  is  paying  any  attention 

ir  opinion  ? — That  is  not  my  opinion,  but  my  observation. 

lial    means   have  you   taken   to   ascertain    the    fact? — At    one 

etective  service  and  we  laid  our  results  before  the  City  Council 

irges  against  Mr.  Mackasey.     I  made  a  careful  examination  of  the 

as  the  result  of  my  observation. 

ision  you  came  to  was  that  not  more  than  8  out  of  120  were 

lome  of  these  are  wholesale  houses.     As  to  the  hotels  and  shops, 

hat  I  know  of,  observing  the  law. 


adjourned,  to  meet  at  North  Sydney,   on  Friday,    29th  instant^ 
blalifax,  on  Monday,  August  1st,  at  ten  o'clock  a.m. 
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NORTH  SYDNEY,  N.S.,  July 
The  Royal  Commission  on  the  Liquor  Traffic  met  here  this  day  at 
Judge  McDonald  presiding. 

Present : 
Mr.  E.  F.  Clarke.  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod.  Mr.  G.  A. 

The  commission  having  been  read, 

Judge  McDON  ALD  said  :  It  is  my  duty  to  state  that  the  Commu 
proce^  to  discharge  the  duties  committed  to  them.  Sir  Joseph  Hicks 
the  Commission,  was  with  us  at  Halifax  ;  but  for  certain  reasons  he  is 
We  will  now  proceed  to  take  the  evidence  of  any  witness  who  can  give 
regard  to  the  subject-matter  before  us.  If  the  Mayor  is  present  w 
testimony  first,  owing  to  his  official  position. 

WILLIAM    PURVIS,   of   North   Sydney,    general    merchant, 
member  of  the  firm  of  Archibald  &  Co.,  Mayor  of  the  town,  on  being  dul 
as  follows : —  ,  v 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

2895.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  North  Sydney  ? — I  have  n 
1857,  34  years. 

2896.  How  long  have  you  occupied  your  present  position  of  Mayoi 
corporation  oi^  the  town  in  1884. 

2897.  Have  you  a  Council  for  the  municipality  ? — We  have  a  Towi 

2898.  Under  what  provisions  of  the  law,  if  any,  in  regard  to  the 
North  Sydney  ? — It  is  under  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  at  present, 
monly  known  as  the  Scott  Act. 

2899.  In  what  coimty  is  North  Sydney  situated  ? — In  the  county 

2900.  -Has  Cape  Breton  adopted  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  or  S 
county  has  done  so. 

2901.  How  long  has  it  been  in  force  here  ? — I  cannot  tell  the  exa( 
quite  a  number  of  years. 

2902.  Was  it  in  f»rce  at  the  time  you  were  elected  Mayor  ? — Yes. 

2903.  And  has  it  continued  in  force  ever  since  ? — Yes. 

2904.  So  during  the  whole  term  of  your  office,  since  1884,  it  has  1 
I  am  not  positive  whether  the  Act  was  in  force  the  first  year.  I  am  unde 
it  has  been  in  force  all  through  my  term  of  office. 

2905.  Can  you  give  the  Commission  any  information  as  to  its  opera 
since  it  has  been  in  force  in  this  town  ? — I  do  not  think  it  has  preve 
liquor. 

2906.  Are  you  acquainted  with  its  operations  outside  of  the  towi 
not  state  as  to  its  working  outside. 

2907.  As  regards  its  operation  in  the  town,  what  have  you  to  say  1 
the  Act  has  done  anything  to  suppress  the  sale  of  liquor. 

2908.  From  your  knowledge  of  its  operations  in  the  town,  do  i 
success  in  preventing  intemperance? — It  has  not  decreased  the  nu 
that  sell. 

2909.  Let  me  put  the  question  in  another  shape :  Has  drunkenness 
increased  or  decreased  since  the  Act  has  been  in  operation.  Drunkenne 
in  the  town  materially. 
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2910.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  decrease? — I  attribute  it  principally  to  en- 
lightened public  opinion. 

2911.  Has  the  Act  operated  to  bring  about  that  opir^on? — I  do  not  think  so. 

2912.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  working  of  the  Act,  is  it  your  opinion  that,  if  a 
general  prohibitory  law  were  passed  for  the  whole  Dominion,  it  would  have  the  effect  of 
suppressing  or  diminishing  intemperance  1 — I  have  no  question  about  it,  that  if  we  had 
a  general  Act  pas^,  it  would  have  a  great  effect  upon  the  sale  and  use  of  intoxicating 
liquors. 

2913.  Do  you  think  it  would  diminish  the  sale  1 — It  would  diminish  it. 

2914.  Do  you  think  it  would  have  an  effect  in  North  Sydney  which  the  present 
Act  has  not  1 — I  think  a  general  prohibitory  law  would  have  a  certain  effect  here, 
which  the  present  Act  has  not. 

2915.  How  do  you  think  that  effect  would  be  produced  by  the  one  and  not  by  the 
other? — It  would  then  be  a  general  measure,  and  the  Dominion  itself  would  take 
means  to  enforce  prohibition,  if  there  was  a  general  Act. 

2916.  What  is  the  cause  of  the  failure  to  enforce  the  present  Act  in  North  Syd- 
ney ? — The  cause  of  the  failure  is  the  fact  that  people  will  sell  in  spite  of  the  Act. 

2917.  Are  any  efforts  made  to  stop  them? — Yes,  and  in  this  town  with  greater 
success,  I  believe,  than  in  any  other  place  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada.  I  mean  this  : 
that  the  cases  which  have  Ijeen  before  the  court,  have  in  evei-y  instance  been  given 
against  the  parties  and  in  favour  of  the  town. 

2918.  Have  the  prosecutions  been  made  at  the  instance  of  the  inspector  or  the 
police  officer,  or  what  official  ?— They  were  made  at  the  instigation  of  the  Town  Council. 

2919.  How  many  police  officers  have  you  in  the  town? — Wo  have  two. 

2920.  Through  what  officer  does  the  Town  Council  conduct  the  inspection  of  these 
houses,  and  lay  informations  and  so  on  ? — The  police  are  the  only  parties. 

2921.  Do  I  understand  that  the  police  have  done  that  work  hereto  a  great  extent  ? 
— The  police  have  done  it  all. 

2922.  Under  the  authority  of  the  Council  ? — Under  the  action  of  the  Council. 

2923.  The  Council  has,  in  other  words,  attempted  to  enforce  the  law  ? — The  Coun- 
cil has  enforced  the  law  whenever  it  considered  it  possible  to  do  so. 

2924.  And  they  have  done  so  through  their  officers  ? — Yes. 

2925.  Before  whom  are  offenders  tried  in  this  municipality? — They  are  tried 
before  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate  of  the  town  for  offences  committed  in  the  town ;  but 
every  case  of  infringement  of  the  Act  brought  before  the  Stipendiary  has  been  appealed. 

2926.  May  the  Council  be  considered  to  have  represented,  in  taking  this  action  to 
make  the  Act  effectual,  the  general  consensus  of  public  opinion  ? — I  assume  it  would 
not  l>e  the  consensus  of  public  opinion,  but  the  wish  of  a  great  number  of  people  who 
are  desirous  of  seeing  the  Act  enforced. 

2927.  Would  those  people  form  a  majority  or  minority  of  the  population  as  a 
whole  ? — I  think  a  minority. 

2928.  Then  I  understand  that  you  have  had  a  City  Council  favourable  to  the  en- 
forcement of  the  Act  and  that  the  council  has  directed  its  officers  to  see  it  enforced, 
and  yet  the  Act  has  not  been  a  success.  In  view  of  these  facts,  how  would  you  expect 
a  Dominion  Act  to  be  a  greater  success  ?  -  I  would  expect  it  to  be  a  greater  success  as 
being  an  Act  of  the  country  at  large,  a  Dominion  Act,  and  the  Dominion  on  passing 
such  an  Act,  would  take  proper  steps  to  enforce  it,  in  ki  way  the  present  Act  is  not  en- 
forced, I  mean  by  preventing  liquor  from  coming  into  the  country. 

2929.  Then  you  think  if  the  importation  and  manufacture  of  liquor  were  stopped, 
that  would  have  the  effect  of  reducing  intemperance  ? — Undoubtedly. 

2930.  Can  you  form  any  opinion  as  to  how  the  liquor  that  is  sold  in  this  town  gets 
here  ?     Have  you  any  local  distillery  ? — N<^. 

2931.  Have  you  any  local  brewery? — No, 

2931^7.  From  what  quarter  does  the  liquor  come? — The  principal  importations  come 
through  Halifax,  I  think. 

2932.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  any  liquor  has  been  smuggled  ? — Undoubt- 
edly there  is  smuggling  to  a  certain  extent,  but  I  cannot  say  anything  about  it. 
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2933.  You  do  not  know  to  what  extent? — No. 

2934.  Is  any  liquor  made  in  illicit  stills  in  this  section? — Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

2935.  You  have  spoken  of  breaches  of  the  Act  here,  and  of  its  non-observance.  Is 
that  non-observance  of  the  Act  secretly  carried  on  or  openly  ? — More  or  less  openly. 

2936.  Are  there  any  places  in  this  town  where  liquor  is  exhibited  openly  for  sale  ? 
— I  think  so  ;  I  am  not  very  sure.  But,  as  a  general  rule,  they  keep  it  out  of  their 
windows. 

2937.  Do  you  know  of  any  case  in  which  it  is  kept  in  the  windows  ? — No,  I  do  not. 

2938.  Is  it  kept  on  the  shelves  in  the  shops  within  sight  ? — I  fancy  so. 

2939.  Are  bars  kept  open  at  any  place  ? — There  are  several  of  them,  but  you  could 
scarcely  call  them  bars  ;  they  are  more  or  less  secret. 

2940.  Secret  in  what  sense  ? — People  do  not  go  in  at  the  front  door  and  see  a  person 
serving  behind  a  bar,  as  was  the  case  formerly. 

2941.  Do  you  refer  to  the  operations  of  the  old  license  law  ? — Yes;  that  was  before 
incorporation.     I  am  not  very  familiar  with  it. 

2942.  Do  you  remember  whether,  under  the  operation  of  the  license  law,  there  was 
much  drunkenness  ? — I  think  about  the  same  as  at  present.  The  town  has  improved 
very  much  in  that  respect.  The  country  people  who  came  in  here  in  former  times  in- 
variably went  home  more  or  less  intoxicated.  It  is  very  seldom  that  occurs  now,  and 
the  principal  part  of  the  drinking  done  here  is  by  foreigners,  sailors  ancl  others  who 
come  here.     The  town  itself  is  a  very  abstemious  town. 

2943.  Have  you  circumstances  here  in  connection  with  your  town  such  as  do  not 
exist  in  other  towns  of  the  size,  owing  to  your  location,  and  owing  to  sailors  and  miners 
and  other  classes  of  people  residing  here  ? — Yes ;  we  have  a  great  many  foreigners  and 
sailors  frequenting  the  port. 

2944.  So  the  conditions  are  different? — The  conditions  are  different  to  those  of 
many  other  towns. 

2945.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  the  adulteration  of  liquor  prevails  to 
any  great  extent  ? — It  does  not  here,  unless  it  is  adulterated  before  it  comes  to  the  place. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

2946.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  there  is  a  strong  public  temperance  sentiment 
in  this  conimunity  ? — There  is  a  very  strong  sentiment. 

2947.  But  probably  that  sentiment  was  not,  to  use  your  own  expression,  in  the 
majority  ? — I  meant  that  probably  the  majority  of  the  people,  taking  them  as  a  whole, 
do  not  sympathize  with  that  sentiment. 

2948.  But  there  is  a  strong  sentiment,  I  suppose,  in  favour  of  the  prohibition  of 
the  liquor  traffic  ? — A  very  strong  sentiment. 

2949.  I  suppose  that  sentiment  has  found  its  way  into  the  Town  Council,  and  has 
prompted  the  members  of  the  Council  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  to  make'  efforts 
for  the  suppression  of  this  illicit  traffic  which  obtains  here  ? — That  is  so. 

2950.  Does  that  sentiment  still  exist  here? — Yes. 

2951.  Does  it  make  itself  manifest  in  any  way  through  the  action  of  the  Council 
in  continuing  the  efforts  to  enforce  the  law  ? — The  sentiment  still  exists,  and  the  desire 
remains  on  the  part  of  the  Council  to  press  this  matter;  but,  as  is  well-known,  the 
records  of  the  Council  show  that  this  has  been  done,  although  the  officials  are  as  apt  to 
lose  a  case  as  win  one,  yet  they  have  been  successful  in  winning  every  case  hitherto. 
There  has,  however,  l>een  an  appeal  taken  to  the  court  above,  which  has  given  an 
immense  amount  of  trouble  in  every  case,  and  the  result  does  not  compensate  for  the 
annoyance. 

2952.  Then  owing  to  the  difficulties  met  with  in  enforcing  the  law,  has  the  Council 
virtually  abandoned  the  prosecution  of  the  illicit  sellers  ? — They  are  not  pressing  it  tis 
much  as  they  did  at  one  time.  There  is  generally  a  raid  made,  and  the  attack  may  he 
successful ;  but,  as  a  general  rule,  the  desire  to  prosecute  dies  out. 

2953.  Could  you  suggest  any  alterations  or  amendments  to  the  Scott  Act  which 
would  cause  it  to  run  more  easily  and  be  more  efficiently  enforced  ? — No  ;  the  only  way 
w^ould  be,  as  I  have  stated,  to  change  the  law  from  the  Scott  Act  to  prohibition  all  over 
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the  country,  and  in  that  case  you  might  have  some  chance  of  enforcing  it.     With  local 
option  you  have  not  the  same  weight  as  would  attach  to  a  general  prohibitory  Act. 

2954.  Do  you  think  from  what  you  know  of  the  impossibility  of  enforcing  the  Scott 
Act,  it  would  be  possible  to  enforce  a  general  prohibitory  measure  throughout  the 
Dominion  ? — I  do  not  say  it  would  be  possible  to  enforce  it  altogether.  With  St.  Pierre 
in  the  immediate  neighbourhood,  from  which  liquor  could  be  got  and  oould  be  smuggled, 
it  would  be  absolutely  impossible  to  keep  it  out  of  Ifhe  country  in  toto.  If  there  was  a 
general  prohibitory  Act,  to  prevent  the  importation  of  liquor  into  the  Dominion,  and  the 
Dominion  could  take  its  own  steps  to  see  that  there  was  neither  liquor  manufactured 
nor  imported,  it  would  certainly  have  an  effect.  But  it  would  certainly  be  impossible  to 
keep  liquor  out  of  these  provinces  altogether,  in  view  of  the  short  distance  we  are  from 
places  from  which  liquor  could  be  smuggled,  and  in  view  of  our  long  coast  line  it  would 
be  almost  impossible  to  prevent  liquor  being  smuggled.  The  great  objection  to  a  prohibi- 
tory Act  would  be,  in  my  opinion,  that  it  would  induce  a  great  deal  of  smuggling  and 
breaches  of  the  law  in  other  directions. 

2955.  So  you  think  that,  so  long  as  liquor  is  permitted  to  be  manufactured  in  the 
Dominion,  it  will  likely  find  its  way  all  over  the  country  ? — Undoubtedly.  So  long  as 
it  is  allowed  to  be  imported  under  the  law  and  distilled  under  the  law,  you  will  find  it 
used  in  the  country. 

2956.  At  present  there  is  general  non-observance  of  the  Scott  Act  in  North  Sydney, 
I  understand  you  to  say  1 — I  do  not  speak  from  any  practical  knowledge.  It  is  stated 
that  the  number  of  houses  where  liquor  is  sold  at  the  present  time  is  greater  than  it  was 
at  the  time  the  parties  sold  by  licenses.  It  is  found  in  all  corners  of  the  town  ;  but  as 
I  have  stated,  it  is  not  so  generally  dpunk,  not  so  generally  used. 

2957.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  it  was  largely  used  by  people  who  are  non-resi- 
dents of  North  Sydney  ? — Yes. 

2958.  By  people  coming  here  as  mariners  and  strangers  ? — Yes. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

2959.  How  many  places  are  there  in  North  Sydney  in  which  liquor  Ls  sold  ? — I  can- 
not tell  you.     There  are  30  or  40. 

2960.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  there  has  not  been  any  case  lost  when  an 
attempt  was  made  to  prosecute  ? — The  attempts  made  were  all  successful,  so  that  we  have 
now  $210  to  the  credit  of  the  Canada  Temperance  Act,  as  the  proceeds  of  fines  collected. 
I  am  not  quite  sure  about  the  amount. 

2961.  How  long  is  it  since  any  attempt  has  been  made  to  enforce  the  Act  1 — The 
last  attempt  was  made  over  four  or  five  years  ago. 

2962.  And  how  long  is  it  since  the  attempt  ceased  1 — I  think  the  last  case  was 
finished  about  two  years  since.    There  has  been  no  real  attempt  to  enforce  the  Act  since. 

2963.  During  the  time  attempts  were  made  to  enforce  the  Act,  was  the  number  of 
places  reduced,  that  is  up  to  two  or  three  years  ago? — I  do  not  think  so.  There  may 
have  been  a  little  more  secrecy  about  the  drinking,  but  I  do  not  think  there  was  any 
diminution  in  the  number  of  places. 

2964.  Nor  in  the  quantity  sold  ? — I  do  not  know. 

2965.  But  it  made  it  more  difficult  to  sell? — Yes,  it  made  it  a  little  more  difficult 
to  buy. 

2966.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  for  a  couple  of  years  the  Council  have  not 
insisted  on  the  efficient  enforcement  of  the  law.  Will  you  please  state  the  reason  for 
taking  thai  course  ? — The  Council  will  still  take  the  cases  in  hand  when  presented.  The 
Town  Clerk  is  on  hand  to  press  any  case  so  soon  as  satisfactory  evidence  is  brought 
before  him  to  justify  him  in  supposing  that  he  can  secure  the  conviction  of  the  party. 

2967.  Who  are  supposed  to  make  complaints  ?  Who  made  the  complaints  in  the 
cases  that  were  prosecuted  ? — Some  gentlemen  in  connection  with  the  temperance  cause. 

2968.  Were  they  private  citizens  ? — Yes. 

2969.  Do  you  know  whether  the  Council  has  instructed  the  policemen  to  keep  an 
eye  on  thosps  places  and  make  complaints  ? — The  police  are  instructed,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  to  prevent  an  evasion  of  the  law ;  but  they  do  not  do  it. 
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2970.  Do  you  suppose  the  police  are  aware  of  these  evasions  of  the  law  in  this 
particular ;  they  can  hardy  be  ignorant  of  them,  I  suppose  ? — They  are  awaie  that 
theie  are  evasions,  but  they  do  not  feel  they  are  in  a  position  to  get  hold  of  sufficient 
evidence  to  bring  the  matter  before  the  Town  Clerk,  so  as  to  pros^ute  it  to  a 
conviction. 

2971.  Were  the  cases  that  were  brought  accompanied  by  sufficient  evidence  to 
institute  prr>secutions  ? — They  were. 

2972.  Have  you  any  idea  why  the  police  do  not  feel  that  now  they  could  get  equally 
good  evidence  ? — As  I  have  stated,  I  will  not  state  it  positively,  but  I  think  the  evidence 
was  brought  before  the  Town  Clerk,  who  prosecuted,  by  outside  parties. 

2973.  Not  by  the  police  ? — Not  by  the  police,  but  by  outsiders. 

2974.  So  that  ihe  police  have  never  made  any  complaints,  so  far  ^  you  know  ? — 
The  police  have  made  raids  upon  the  places  ;  they  have  gone  visiting  around  seeing  if 
anything  was  going  wrong,  but  they  very  seldom  could  get  the  information  they 
wanted. 

2975.  But  you  think  there  is  about  the  same  amount  of  drunkenness  now  as  under 
license,  that  there  has  not  been  any  material  change  in  the  number  of  places  1 — I 
think  there  are  more  places  now  under  the  Scott  Act  than  there  were  under  license. 

2976.  Have  you  a  sufficiently  clear  recollection  of  the  state  of  things  under  license 
to  be  able  to  say  whether  there  were  more  illicit  places  than  there  are  now  1 — No,  I  have 
not  sufficient  information. 

2977.  Do  you  remember  how  many  licenses  were  issued  here  under  the  old  system  ? 
No,  I  do  not. 

2978.  You  cannot  say  whether  there  were  more  ilUcit  places  than  now  1 — No,  I 
cannot.  It  may  be  only  my  impression,  but  I  think  there  are  more  now,  because  every 
one  is  illicit. 

2979.  You  have  said  the  town  has  really  improved  in  its  drinking  habits  ? — Yes, 
decidedly. 

2980.  Notwithstanding  the  large  number  of  illicit  places  for  the  sale  of  liquor? — 
Yes,  that  is  quite  evident. 

2981.  But  do  you  think  the  change  is  altogether  in  the  people  from  the  outside  of 
the  town,  the  country  people  ? — The  country  people  have  changed  their  habits  very 
materially  too. 

2982.  What  do  you  suppose  has  caused  the  change  in  the  habits  of  the  country 
people,  have  you  any  idea? — It  used  to  be  a  sort  of  religion  with  those  people  from  the 
country  to  get  intoxicated.  They  did  not  do  it  very  frequently ;  but  it  was  a  custom,  a 
regular  thing  to  do. 

2983.  The  law  is  in  force  in  the  country  places  as  well  as  in  the  towns  ? — Yes. 

2984.  Do  you  suppose  the  law  has  had  anything  to  do  with  the  change  in  the 
habits  of  the  people  in  the  country  places  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  so ;  I  think  the  people 
are  more  enlightened  and  better  educated  now. 

2985.  Due  to  the  moral  suasionists  ? — Not  so  much  that,  as  through  the  general 
concurrence  of  events,  the  evolution  of  temperance  sentiment. 

2986.  Do  you  think  that  when  the  attempt  was  being  made,  a  somewhat  persistent 
attempt  too,  to  enforce  the  law,  the  sale  was  equally  open  and  as  general  as  now  ? — It 
was  as  general,  I  do  not  say  equally  open. 

2987.  The  effort  made  to  enforce  the  law,  however,  was  only  temporary  ? — It  was  an 
effort  made  to  see  what  could  be  done  by  the  enforcement  of  the  law  and  if  it  could  be 
practically  worked  and  enforced,  and  if  it  would  have  any.  effect. 

2988.  You  think  the  conclusion  was  arrived  at  that  it  could  not  be  enforced  ? — I  do 
not  say  that.  It  is  quite  possible  that  action  may  be  revived  again  at  any  time ;  but 
these  things  are  more  or  less  spasmodic. 

2989.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  there  was  no  real  difficulty  in  the  way  of  enforc-   , 
ing  it ;  that  every  case  of  appeal  was  quashed  and  conviction  was  sustained  in  every 
case.     So  there  was  no  difficulty  of  that  sort,  I  suppose  ?-— No.    But  we  had  to  thank 
for  that  the  efficient  official  who  undertook  the  prosecutions. 

2990.  But  was  there  not  some  serious  delay  by  the  Judges  in  rendering  judgment, 
a  delay  of  a  year  or  more  ? — More  than  that. 
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2991.  During  that  time  did  the  people  act  though  they  were  discouraged  at  those 
somewhat  trying  delays  ? — Yes.  Some  of  them  looked  as  if  they  were  a  little  alamied, 
but  it  did  not  discourage  them  much. 

2992.  I  ^paean  the  temperance  people  :  did  they  get  discouraged  at  the  delay  1 — I 
think  they  were  discouraged  in  this  way  :  That  it  became  evident  to  them  that  to  suc- 
ceed in  the  course  they  had  adopted  would  create  a  great  deal  of  ill-feeling  and  a  great 
deal  of  bad  blood  in  the  community,  and  the  result  would  scarcely  be  worth  the  effort. 

2993.  You  have  spoken  about  bad  blood  and  ill-feeling  :  what  form  did  that  take  ? 
— It  took  the  form  at  one  time  that  I  think  the  Clerk's  house  was  set  on  fire. 

2994.  Was  that  supposed  to  be  attributable  to  the  attempt  made  on  his  part  to 
enforce  the  law  ? — I  believe  so  ;  I  am  not  personally  aware  of  it,  for  I  was  away  in 
California  when  that  took  place. 

2995.  Do  you  think  that  had  any  effect  in  creating  a  public  opinion  that  it  was 
better  not  to  further  attempt  to  enforce  the  law  ? — No.  I  think  that  attempt  created  a 
revulsion  of  feeling  the  other  way ;  it  made  a  greater  majority  of  the  people  in  favour  of 
putting  down  the  liquor  sale,  if  they  could. 

2996.  Was  that  followed  by  other  attempts  to  enforce  the  law  I — As  I  have  already 
stated,  the  law  will  always  be  enforced  if  it  is  possible  to  get  sufficient  evidence  to  secure 
a  conviction.  But  in  this  case  there  was  a  great  deal  of  feeling  aroused  in  the  com- 
munity against  the  rum  sellers,  for  this  action  was  attributed  to  them. 

2997.  I  suppose  correctly  so  ? — I  could  not  judge  about  that. 

2998.  Do  you  think  any  attempt  was  made  to  terrorize  the  people  in  any  degree  ? 
— I  do  not  think  it  frightened  them. 

2999.  Would  the  timid  feel  that  they  must  cease  their  action  lest  they  should 
suffer  in  a  like  way  ? — ^  think  those  acts  weie  not  injurious  to  the  cause  of  temperance, 
although  they  caused  the  people  to  feel  alarmed  ;  but  they  created  the  desire  to  press 
the  law  even  more  strongly. 

3000.  Is  this  the  substance  of  what  you  said  concerning  the  law :  it  has  not  suc- 
ceeded better  simply  because  it  has  not  been  enforced  1 — I  do  not  want  to  give  an 
opinion  of  that  description. 

Bj/  Judge  McDonald : 

3001.  Have  the  answers  you  have  given  to  the  whole  questions  put  to  you  been 
your  answer  as  to  the  non-enforcement  of  the  Act  ? — I  think  the  answers  I  have  given 
are  an  answer  to  the  question. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod  : 

3002.  I  think  some  reference  was  made  to  a  petition  asking  the  Council  to  enforce 
the  law.     Do  you  remember  how  largely  that  was  signed  ? — Pretty  largely. 

3003.  By  a  majority  of  the  people  ? — Not  by  a  numerical  majority. 

3004.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  thought  a  prohibitory  law,  a  law  prohibit- 
ing the  manufacture  and  importation  of  liquor,  would  have  a   *;ood  effect  ? — I  think  so. 

3005.  A  better  effect  than  local  prohibition,  such  as  prevails  under  the  Canada 
Temperance  Act,  as  it  would  keep  the  liquor  out  of  the  country  ? — That  is  my  opinion. 

Btj  Mr,  Clarke  : 

3006.  As  a  result  of  the'convictions  of  the  court  of  first  instance  being  sustained 
by  the  Supreme  Court,  did  the  temperance  people  renew  their  efforts  to  put  down 
illicit  selling  ? — I  do  not  think  they  have  taken  as  active  efforts  since  the  last  cases 
were  decided. 

3007.  Were  all  the  fines  tha^  were  imposed  collected  ? — All,  except  one  ;  I  think 
one  was  not  collected. 

3008.  What  was  the  reason  that  one  was  not  collected  1 — You  are  asking  rather  a 
difficult  quastion  to  answer. 

3009.  The  reason  I  ask  the  question  is,  that  I  have  heard  it  stated  that,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  the.dt  cisions  of  the  Magistrate  had  been  sustained  on  appeal,  the 
fines  he  imposed   were  injsome   instances  not  collected.     Why  was  it  ? — It  was  due  to 

William  Purvis. 
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the  action   of  the  Council  that  one  particular  fine  was   not   collected.     I  cannot  recall 
exactly  any  vote  taken  in  connection  with  the  matter,  but  I  think  the  Council  dropped  it. 

3010.  How  long  has  this  balance  of  $210  been  lying  at  the  bank  to  the  credit  of 
the  Scott  Act  fund  ?— Since  the  last  collection  was  made,  about  two  years  ago. 

3011.  Will  the  Council  place  that  money  at  the  disposal  of  any  responsible  person 
to  enforce  the  law,  if  any  one  desires  lo  come  forward  and  enforce  it  ? — I  do  not  know. 
That  would  have  to  be  decided  by  vote,  I  presume.  The  money  has  been  p'aced  in  the 
bank  at  that  credit,  but  it  is  certainly  at  the  disposal  of  the  town.  The  money  has  not 
been  used  for  any  town  purposes  ;  we  have  the  idea  that  if  the  Council  should  desire  to 
vote  it  in  any  way  in  connection  with  this  special  matter,  it  is  in  their  hands. 

3012.  If  there  is  any  general  sentiment  or  desire  on  the  part  of  the  people,  it  will 
be  reflected  in  the  action  of  the  Council  in  voting  that  some  steps  lye  taken  to  enforce 
the  Act,  and  this  money  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  Act  could  be  used  for  the  purpose  1 
— I  have  no  doubt  of  it. 


CHARLES  ARCHIBALD,  of  Cow  Bay,  Manager  of  the  Gowrie  coal  mines,  on 
being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : — 

J5y  Judge  McDomdd  :  i 

3013.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  the  county  of  Cape  Breton?— More  or  less 
during  the  last  47  years. 

3014.  Practically  all  your  Ufe  ? — Yes,  about  all  my  life. 

3015.  Is  the  Canada  Temperance  Act,  commonly  called  the  Scott  Act,  enforced  in 
the  county  1 — Yes. 

3016.  Have  you  been  a  continuous  resident  in  the  county  since  the  Act  has  been 
in  force  ? — Yes,  with  the  exception  of  being  away  a  short  time. 

3017.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  working  of  the  Act? — Yes,  in  the  district 
where  I  live  only. 

3018.  How  are  the  police  and  municipal  affairs  of  that  district  managed  ? — We 
have  not  any  police  there. 

3019.  Merely  rural  constables? — We  have  constables  appointed  by  the  County 
Council,  men  who  act  when  they  are  called  upon. 

3020.  No  regular  police  ? — No  paid  policemen. 

3021.  What  is  the  population  of  Cow  Bay  ? — The  population  is  about  1,500. 

3022.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  there  is  non-observance  of  the  law  there,  that 
there  are  any  breaches  of  the  law  in  that  section  of  the  county  ? — Yes,  there  are  some 
breaches  of  it  ;  there  are  some  attempts  to  commit  breaches  of  it. 

3023.  Are  there  any  hotels  in  the  place  ? — Yes. 

3024.  Are  there  any  refreshment  places  and  restaurants  ? — Yes. 

3025.  Are  there  any  merchants'  shops  ? — Yes. 

3026.  And  the  general  run  of  establishments  in  a  place  of  that  kind,  I  suppose  ? — 
Yes. 

3027.  Is  the  rest  of  the  population  composed  of  seafaring  people  ? — Yes,  and 
fishing  people. 

3028.  There  are  miners  there,  of  course  ? — Yes,  we  have  a  combination  of  people 
there  ;  it  is  a  shipping  and  mining  place  altogether. 

3029.  You  have  a  very  composite  class  of  population,  I  suppose  ? — Yes. 

3030.  How  are  the  provisions  of  the  Scott  Act  observed  .there? — I  think  its 
provisions  are  enforced  more  stringently  there  than  anywhere  else  in  the  county,  so  far 
as  I  have  heard. 

3031.  What  means  are  taken  for  its  enforcement ?  Who  look  after  it? — I  think 
the  Women's  Christian  Temperance  Union  are  at  the  head  of  the  enforcement  of  it,  at 
all  events  they  are  to  a  large  extent.  They  have  a  great  many  sympathizers  in  the 
work  there.  I  know  All  the  temperance  people  there  are  united  in  fighting  the  sellers 
of  liquor — they  are  united  in  enforcing  the  Act. 
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3032.  How  many  temperance  organizations  are  represented  there  besides  the 
Women's  Christian  Temperance  Union  ? — The  Sons  of  Temperance,  the  League  of  the 
Cross,  and  I  do  not  know  what  others. 

3033.  Do  they  make  common  cause  in  this  work  ? — ^Yes. 

3034.  Do  they  employ  any  person  as  inspector,  or  is  it  all  purely  voluntary  eflFortI 
— No ;  it  is  all  voluntary. 

3035.  Can  you  give  the  Commission  any  information  as  to  the  way  in  which  the 
prosecutions  are  instituted  ? — Not  being  directly  engaged  in  the  work,  I  am  scarcdy 
prepared  to  give  it. 

3036.  Is  there  a  'Stipendiary  Magistrate  at  Cow  Bay  ? — No.  The  cases  are  gener- 
ally brought  before  a  Magistrate  from  Sydney. 

3037.  Does  ho  come  down  to  try  the  cases  ? — Yes ;  and  in  some  cases  they  take  the 
witnesses  on  and  the  cases  are  tried  in  Sydney. 

3038.  You  do  not  know  by  whom  the  prosecutions  are  conducted  V — No. 

3039.  Is  there  any  solicitor  or  barrister  who  acts  for  the  temperance  people  % — No ; 
but  they  generally  engage  a  solicitor  fiT  the  cases.  These  matters  are  done  pretty 
quietly  ;  they  occur  and  are  over  before  any  one  not  directly  interested  knows  much 
about  them. 

3040.  So  far  as  you  know,  is  there  any  open  sale  of  liquor  at  Cow  Bay  1 — There  is 
no  open  sale. 

3041.  You  do  not  see  liquors  or  bottles  exhibited  in  shop  windows? — They  exhibit 
bottles,  but  they  take  care  that  they  are  temperance  drinks,  or  so  mark  them. 

3042.  Then  there  is  nothing  to  excite  suspicion  ? — No. 

3043.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  there  are- places  where  there  is  secret  sale? — 
There  are  places. 

3014.  In  connection  with  people  engaged  in  any  particular  business? — No.  I 
think  the  only  persons  selling  liquor,  or  attempting  to  sell  liquor,  in  Cow  Bay  are 
Italians. 

3045.  In  what  other  business  are  they  enu^aged  ? — In  the  junk,  or  any  other  busi- 
ness.    They  keep  stores  and  sell  different  things,  and  they  will  sell  anything. 

3046.  How  do  you  suppose  the  liquor  is  obtained  by  those  people  ? — They  import  it 
from  Halifax  principally. 

3047.  Do  you  know  if  there  is  any  smuggling  carried  on  ? — Probably  there  is,  but  I 
know  nothing  about  it. 

3048.  Do  I  underatand  that  vessels  come  from  different  ports  to  your  port  1 — Yes ; 
from  everywhere.     I  have  no  doubt  liquors  are  smuggled. 

3049.  Have  you  any  communication  with  St.  Pien*e,  the  Fi  ench  island  ? — Yes, 
We  are  probably  the  nearest  point  to  St.  Pierre. 

3050.  Do  you  know  if  there  has  been  any  smuggling  from  there  1 — I  believe  there 
has  been  a  good  deal  of  smuggling  from  there.  Vessels  have  been  seized  at  Glace  Bay, 
but  no  vessels  have  been  seized  at  Cow  Bay. 

3051.  From  your  experience  of  the  working  of  the  Scott  Act,  is  it  your  opinion 
that  if  a  general  prohibitory  law,  prohibting  the  manufacture,  importation  and  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquors,  were  passed,  it  could  be  enforced  ? — I  do  not  think  I  am  prepared 
to  express  an  opinion  on  that.  I  think  there  is  no  diflSculty  about  enforcing  the  Scott 
Act,  if  they  want  to  do  so.     If  the  people  want  to  enforce  it,  they  can  do  it. 

3052.  Do  you  think  that  if  difSculty  arises  in  regard  to  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott 
Act,  the  same  difficulty  would  arise  in  regard  to  the  enforcement  of  a  Dominion  Act  ? — 
The  defect  in  the  Scott  Act  was,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  Dominion  did  not  provide 
the  machinery  by  which  to  carry  it  out.  There  were  a  great  many  fa  lures,  because  it 
was  so  difficult  frequently  to  ascertain  how  to  work  out  the  Act,  and  for  years  and  years 
money  was  spent  by  the  temperance  people  without  being  able  to  do  anything.  After 
they  have  learned  to  work  the  Act,  as  they  have  learned  to  work  it  now,  it  has  been  suc- 
cessful. It  has  been  made  quite  simple ;  and  if  a  general  pi-ohibitory  law  were  passed,  I 
think  it  would  be  more  easily  worked  than  the  present  Scott  Act. 

3053.  Then  it  depends  on  the  machinery  1-— Yes.  The  machinery  of  the  Scott  Act 
now  is  pretty  perfect,  where  it  is  carried  out.  ' 

Charles  Archibald. 
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3054.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  much  smuggliug  if  such  a  general  law  were 
passed  ?  Do  you  think  th^re  would  be  an  increase  of  smuggling  ? — That  I  think  would 
be  a  natural  consequence,  but  the  extent  of  it  would  depend  on  the  enforcement  of  the 
Act  against  smugglers. 

3055.  Have  you  considered  the  question  in  this  way,  that  the  prevention  of  smug- 
gling now  is  designed  in  the  interest  of  the  revenue,  and  with  the  adoption  of  a  prolu- 
bitory  law,  the  Government  would  not  have  any  interest  in  stopping  smuggling.  Do 
you  think  if  efficient  officers  were  appointed  and  they  did  their  duty,  a  prohibitory  law 
would  be  better  than  the  present  law  in  its  operation  ? — ^Yes,  generally  it  would. 

3056.  Do  you  know  if  there  is  any  trouble  in  the  way  of  adulteration  of  liquors  in 
your  section  of  the  country  ? — No ;  but  from  the  statements  of  some  individuals  I  should 
imagine  there  would  be  adidteration  of  a  deleterious  kind.  Captains  of  steamers  com- 
plain that  if  a  man  takes  a  drink  or  two  he  is  apt  to  be  laid  up  for  some  time.  This 
shows  that  the  liquors  must  be  adulterated. 

3057.  Do  you  know  anything  ab'#ut  the  working  of  the  old  license  law  ? — No,  I  do 
not  know  much  about  it. 

3058.  You  are  an  employer  of  labour  ? — Yes. 

3059.  How  many  men  do  you  employ  ? — From  300  to  400. 

3060.  Are  your  men  mostly  miners  ? — Miners  and  surface  men  in  connection  with 
the  mines. 

3061.  Als  an  employer  of  labour  and  brought  in  contact  with  a  class  of  men  of  that 
kind,  how  do  you  find  them  as  to  sobriety  ? — We  try  to  weed  out  the  drunkards  when- 
ever we  get  the  chance. 

3062.  Then  you  have  largely  a  class  of  sober  men  ? — Yes.  ' 

3063.  I  mean  in  the  sense  of  men  who  do  not  get  drunk? — That  is,  of  course, 
brought  about  by  the  interest  taken  in  temperance  in  the  place  to  a  large  extent.  It 
is  as  much  owing  to  that  influence  as  to  my  influence. 

3064.  Are  .the  influences  I  refer  to,  the  moral  and  religious  influences,  in  force  in 
Cow  Bay  of  a  healthy  character  1 — Yes,  owing  to  the  efforts  made  by  all  the  temperance 
societies  to  enforce  the  Scott  Act.  They  keep  a  watch  on  the  men,  and  those  who  drink 
are  not  in  favour. 

3065.  Are  many  of  your  men  members  of  those  societies  1 — Yes. 

B]/  Mr,  Clarke  : 

3066.  What  is  the  population  of  Cow  Bay  ?— About  1,500. 

3067.  What  is  the  population  of  North  Sydney  1 — I  do  not  know. 

3068.  The  population  of  Cow  Bay,  I  understand,  consists  largely  of  miners  and 
seafaring  men  1 — Yes,  there  are  also  some  merchants,  some  fishermen  and  so  on. 

3069.  Notwithstanding  the  different  elements  which  go  to  make  up  your  popula- 
tion, you  think  the  Scott  Act  is  fairly  well  enforced  in  Cow  Bay  ? — Yes. 

3070.  Do  you  think  it  is  a  workable  measure  ? — Yes. 

3071.  I  understand  from  you  that  there  is  no  local  municipal  government  there  ? — 
No. 

3072.  And  no  constables? — We  have  appointed  constables,  but  have  no  regularly 
paid  constables. 

3073.  And  you  have  no  Stipendiary  Magistrate  ? — No. 

3074.  Notwithstanding  these  disabilities  under  which  your  labour,  the  Scott  Act  is 
fairly  well  enforced  there  ?— -Yes. 

3075.  If  liquor  can  be  purchased  it  is  in  dens  kept  by  foreigners  ? — Yes.  I  may 
say  that  the  only  open  drin^ng  we  ever  see  is  done  by  men  from  the  ships.  These  men' 
will  get  liquor  on  Sundays  and  in  the  night,  and  they  occasionally  get  drunk.  We 
cannot  do  anything  with  them.  The  vessels  move  away,  and  the  men  are  sometimes 
left    The  foreigners  do  not  mind  selling  to  these  men. 

-3076.  The  Scott  Act  fairly  prohibits  the  sale  of  liquor  in  Cow  Bay  ? — Yes. 

3077.  Do  you  think  the  Act  could  be  enforced  in  other  places  similarly  situated 
throughout  the  Province  as  is  Cow  Bay,  if  an  honest  attempt  were  made  to  do  so  ? — I 
think  so. 
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3078.  Do  you  think  its  non-enforcement  is  due  to  the  lack  of  effort  and  energy  on 
the  part  of  the  other  municipal  authorities  or  temperance  people  ? — I  think  so  ;  th&t 
appears  to  be  the  trouble. 

3079.  If  you  were  told  there  were  places  in  North  Sydney  where  liquor  was  seen  on 
the  shelves  of , the  shops  exposed  for  sale,  would  you  think  there  was  dereliction  on  the 
part  of  the  authorities  in  not  putting  a  stop  to  that  condition  of  things  ? — I  could  not 
form  any  other  opinion. 

3080.  You  regard  that  Act  as  quite  workable  ? — Yes. 

3081.  Could  you  suggest  any  changes  in  the  Act  that  would  render  it  more  efficient 
as  an  instrument  of  prohibition  ? — That  is  a  question  that  would  require  consideration- 
I  have  not,  however,  sufficient  legal  knowledge  to  answer  that  question. 

3082.  Are  you  a  total  abstainer  yourself  1 — I  am  not. 

3083.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  passage  of  a  Dominion  Act  that  would  prohibit 
importation  and  sale  of  licfuor  throughout  this  country  ? — Yes. 

3084.  Do  you  think  it  could  be  enforced  throughout  the  Province  of 'Nova  Scotia  ? 
— I  am  not  prepared  to  say. 

3085.  Do  you  think  it  could  be  enforced  in  places  where  the  Canada  Temperance 
Act  is  a  dead  letter  now  ? — I  cannot  say. 

3086.  Do  you  think  it  could  be  enforced  where  the  moral  sentiment  of  the  com- 
munity Is  not  sufficiently  strong  to  insist  that  the  authorities  enforce  the  plain  pro- 
visions o£  the  law  ?-— I  think  it  depends  on  the  people  to  a  large  extent,  it  depends  on 
the  feeling  in  the  place,  unless  the  Government  undertake  to  enforce  it  in  an  official 
way. 

3087.  Could  you  suggest  any  changes  in  the  Scott  Act,  looking  towards  the 
appointment  by  the  Government  of  special  officers  in  each  municipality  to  enforce  the 
Act  ? — I  can  make  a  suggestion.  This  plan  I  adopted  with  other  leading  gentlemen  in  my 
county  :  We  met :  Father  Quinan  representing  the  Roman  Catholics,  Rev.  John  Moore 
and  myself  representing  Cow  Bay,  and  Mr.  McLennan  and  Mr.  Rigby  representing  some 
mines,  and  Mr.  Kimber  and  others  representing  other  mines,  and  we  united  on  what  we 
wanted  to  be  done.  We  went  before  the  County  Council  and  asked  the  members  to  give 
us  an  opportunity  of  testing  the  Scott  Act  by  securing  its  efficient  enforcement.  We 
asked  them  to  appoint  an  inspector  and  a  MagiBtrate  to  try  the  cases,  because  at 
that  time  we  were  labouring  under  difficulties,  and  we  had  no  organization  for  col- 
lecting the  tines.  The  complaint  the  County  Council  made  was,  first,  in  regard  to  the 
expenditure  that  would  l>e  incurred  for  those  official  salaries  ;  and  we  could  not  satisfy 
the  Council  for  some  time  on  that  point.  At  length  we  told  them  (I  addressed  them 
on  the  subject)  that  we  would  pay  those  men  their  salaries  oui-selves,  if  we  were  allowed 
to  make  the  experiment  for  six  months,  and  if  we  could  not  work  out  the  Act  after  six 
months'  trial  we  would  try  something  else.  They  heard  us,  and  appeared  very  much 
pleased.  They  would  not,  however,  give  us  an  answer  then,  but  in  the  evening  at 
their  meeting  they  gave  the  proposition  the  three  months  hoist.  That  was  the  last 
time  we  were  able  to  get  the  matter  before  them.  I  think  that  if  the  County  Council 
had  been  willing  to  do  what  was  requested,  we  would  have  made  a  success  of  the  Scott 
Act,  not  only  in  one  place  but  throughout  the  county. 

3088.  For  how  long  a.  period  are  members  of  the  Council  elected  ? — For  two  or 
three  years,  for  three  yeai*s  next  term.  We  have  tried  it  twice,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say 
we  have  not  the  temperance  sentiment  in  the  county. 

3089.  Did  the  electors  generally  know  you  were  endeavouring  to  procure  the 
co-operation  and  assistance  of  the  County  Council  in  your  efforts  to  enforce  the  Scott 
Act  ?— Yes. 

^090.  Have  elections  taken  place  since  your  first  appeal  ?— Yes,  I  think  there  was 
an  electi<m.  I  think  the  time  is  up  this  year,  and  an  effort  will  be  made  at  the  next 
election  to  return  men  favourable  to  the  Scott  Act. 

3091.   And   do   you    have    to   put   the   machinery  into  force  for   the  morfe  rigid 

enforcement  of  the  Act  ? — Yes,  to  make  it  more  rigid.     Another  trouble  we  experienced 

was,  that  when  we  had  collect^  some  fines  the  county  brought  action  to  recover  the 

amount,  and  the  case  was   taken  to   Halifax,  which  was  rather  discouraging.     After 
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fighting  the  liquor  sellers,  we  had  commenced   to  tight  the  county.     Had  the  county 
allowed  us  the  tines,  we  would  have  been  in  a  better  position. 

3092.  Then  the  sentiment  of  the  County  Council  is  not  very  strongly  favourable  to 
the  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act  1 — No. 

3093.  And  yet.  the  county  councillors  are  elected  by  the  popular  vote  ? — Yes. 

3093a.  Do  you  think  the  views  of  the  county  councillors  in  regard  to  the  enforce- 
ment ot  the  Act  represent  the  views  of  the  people  of  the  county  to  any  extent  ? — I  do 
not  think  it  is  a  fa. r  test,  because  there  are  some  very  small  sections  represent^  in  the 
Council ;  insignificant  sections  so  far  as  indicating  th  '  popular  opinion  one  way  or  the 
other;  and  insignificant  sections  can  out- vote  counties  which  are  more  important  in 
population  and  industries,     I  do  not  consider  it  any  test  at  all. 

3094.  What  is  the  population  of  Cape  Breton,  roughly  speaking  ? — I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  say  exactly.  • 

3095.  What  part  of  the  population  resides  in  the  rural  districts,  and  what  part  in 
the  towns  and  village  ,  so  that  we  may  be  able  to  a>certain  the  feelings  of  the  people  in 
the  rural  parts  of  this  section  ? — I  think  about  20,000  or  30,000  in  the  rural  districts. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod  : 

3096.  I  understood  you  to  say  there  was  home  secret  sale  at  Cow  Bay  ? — I  think  it 
is  undeistood  there  is  secret  sale  of  liquor. 

3097.  You  do  not  regard  it  as  a  proof  of  the  uselessness  of  the  law  ? — No. 

3098.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  a  good  deal  was  done  by  the  temperance  so- 
cieties, by  the  Women's  Christian  Temperance  Union  ai^d  by  the  Sons  of  Temperance, 
the  League  of  the  Cross  and  other  societies  to  promote  temperance  sentiment  among 
the  people,  and  with  good  eflfect  ? — Yes. 

309'.  Do  you  think,  irom  your  bsei'vation  and  experience,  that  the  enforcement  of 
the  law  helps  to  keep  men  sober  1 — Certainly. 

3100.  It  is  an  important  influence  ? — Yes,  or  there  would  le  nothing  to  work  with. 

3101.  Are  the  temptations  removed  from  them,  ?  nd  are  they  not  so  liable  to  fall 
into  drinking  habits  as  they  otherwise  would  be  ? — Yes. 

3102.  I  understand  you  are  an  employer  of  labour,  employing  300  or  400  men,  and 
of  course  you  are  concerned  in  the  welfare  of  the  men  from  tlie  moral  !-tand>point,  and 
further  you  are  concerned  also  in  them  as  a  business  man.  You  have  given  some 
thought  perhaps  to  the  effect  that  drink  has  on  the  wage-earner.  What  is  your  opinion, 
based  on  your  observation,  of  the  effect  of  drink  on  the  average  drinker,  as  regards  his 
wage-earning  power?  If  a  man  is  a  habitual  drinker,  is  his  wage-earning  power 
increased  or  lessened  ? — Lessened  decidedly. 

3103.  Is  the  man  who  is  a  habitual  dtrinker  less  valuable  to  you  than  it  he  were 
not  a  drinker  ? — He  is,  if  we  keep  him. 

3104.  You  do  not  keep  a  man  if  he  drinks? — We  generally  get  rid  of  him  if  he 
continues  the  habit. 

3105.  You  try  to  prevent  him  continuing  his  habit  of  drinking,  and  if  not,  what 
happens? — We  are  as  lenient  as  possible  with  them. 

3106.  There  is  the  impression  that  the  drink  habit  implies  a  certain  amount  of 
loss  of  time  to  the  wage-earner,  not  to  say  anything  of  loss  which  may  arise  to  his 
employer.  Can  you  give  us  an  idea  of  the  number  of  days  per  month  or  per  year  which 
the  average  drinking  man  will  lose  because  he  is  a  drinking  man  I — At  one  time  in 
Cow  Bay,  when  there  was  no  enforcement  of  the  law  and  not  much  temperance  senti- 
ment or  feeling,  the  loss  was  very  great.  When  the  men  received  their  pay  they  would 
dri?ik  during  two  or  three  days. 

3107.  They  are  paid  how  often  ? — There  is  a  fortnightly  pay  now.  In  districts 
where  liquor  is  sold  without  any  great  restriction,  there  is  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  from 
men  drinking  during  and  after  time,  the  men  not  returning  to  work  for  two  or  three 
days.  Many  of  our  men  are  not  paid  by  the  day  but  by  the  ton,  and  very  often  in 
order  to  avoid  trouble  and  to  prevent  the  impression  being  conveyed  that  they  are 
neglecting  this  work,  they  will  go  down  into  the  mine  and  come  out  again  without 
doing  anything.     They  will  then  go  home  sick  and  very  often  fail  to  do  their  work. 
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3108.  Take  the  average  man,  I  will  not  say  a  man  who  is  an  excessive  drinker  or 
a  man  who  takes  only  three  glasses  of  beer  a  day,  and  who  is  very  rarely  if  ever  off  his 
feet,  but  take  the  average  man  :  have  you  €wi  idea  about  how  much  time,  representing 
so  many  days,  the  average  drinking  man  would  lose  in  the  course  of  a  year  on  account 
of  his  drinking  ? — No,  I  could  not  teU  you  that  exactly. 

3109.  Would  he  lose  five  days  a  month  1 — I  could  not  tell  you.  Do  you  mean  a 
man  who  drinks  occasionally  1 

3110.  Who  sometimes  has  a  spree  on  pay  days  ? — If  a  man  has  a  spree  he  is  bound 
to  lose  time. 

3111.  Do  you  suppose  the  loss  of  time  would  amount  to  five  days  a  month  1 — No,  I 
would  not  be  prepared  to  say  that  he  would  lose  that  time. 

3112.  Would  he  lose  three  days  a  month? — He  would  not  in  our  district ;  no 
doubt  in  other  districts  he  would.  ♦ 

3113.  Would  he  lose  one  day  a  month  ?-^He  might,  if  he  thought  he  could  do  it 
quietly. 

3114.  Taking,  then,  the  illicit  selling  that  is  carried  on  at  Sydney,  what  length  of 
time  would  he  lose  after  pay  day  ? — I  know  that  loss  of  time  is  made  by  men  who 
drink ;  but  if  you  desire  particulars,  you  must  get  them  from  the  man  who  keeps  the 
time. 

3115.  Your  answer,  then,  is  that  you  believe  on  account  of  the  drinking  habits 
of  employees,  there  is  a  large  loss  of  time  ? — Yes. 

3116.  And,  therefore,  a  considerable  portion  of  wages  is  also  lost  ? — Exactly. 

3117.  Is  it  within  your  knowledge  that  a  proportion  of  the  accidents  in  your  works 
or  injuries  of  any  kind  which  occur  are  attributable  to  intemperance,  or  has  that  been  the 
case  at  any  time  ? — No  doubt  we  had  such  cases  previous  to  the  enforcement  of  the  Act. 
We  had  a  great  deal  of  loss  from  having  men  off  work,  drinking. 

3118.  That  was  an  injury  to  your  business? — Yes.  We  have  certain  expenses  go- 
ing on  all  the  time,  and  if  our  men  are  off  work,  it  involves  a  loss  to  us. 

3119.  Then  it  is  not  only  a  loss  of  wages  to  them,  but  a  loss  to  you  as  well? — Yes, 
and  a  very  severe  one. 

3120.  I  think  you  said  that  national  prohibition,  thoroughly  enforced,  would  have 
a  good  effect  upon  the  business  interests  of  which  you  have  control,  and  business  in- 
terests generally.     Did  I  understand  you  to  say  so  ? — I  think  it  would  be  better  done. 

3121.  Can  you  say  as  to  this  :  Your  men  earn  certain  wages,  and  some  of  them 
drink.  The  law  is  fairly  well  enforced.  Can  you  tell  me  what  the  effect  is  on  their 
families  ?  Does  this  enforcement  of  the  law  contribute  to  the  welfare  of  the  families  of 
the  men  ? — I  think,  all  things  being  equal,  the  temperance  man  who  does  not  drink  is 
decidedly  the  better  off  in  his  home  life  ;  he  has  more  comforts  and  is  better  off. 

3122.  He  is  more  saving  ? — More  economical. 

Bi/  Judge  McDonald  : 

3123.  Using  the  term  drinkers  in  connection  with  the  matter  of  losses,  I  suppose 
you  refer  to  men  who  drink  to  such  an  extent  as  to  be  hurtful  to  them  ?  Take  a  man 
who  is  in  the  habit  of  using  a  couple  of  glasses  of  ale  a  day  :  is  that  a  man  such  as  you 
refer  to  when  you  speak  of  drinkers  ? — No. 

3124.  Do  you  mean  men  who  drink  to  such  an  extent  as  to  unfit  themselves  for 
work  ? — To  men  who  drink  so  as  to  affect  their  health. 

Bt/  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod  : 

3125.  What  extent  of  drink  is  harmful  ? — I  cannot  answer  that  question  ;  it  is  all 
harmful,  I  suppose. 

3126.  Do  you  find  that  excessive  drinkers  were  always  excessive  drinkers? — No. 

3127.  W^as  there  a  time  when  they  took  a  glass  of  ale  per  day  ? — There  must  be  a 
commencement  somewhere,  unless  they  were  bom  drunkards. 

3128.  Do  you  think  there  is  a  risk  of  becoming  an  excessive  drinker  even  if  a 
man  is  moderate  at  one  tiite  ? — T  have  no  doubt  of  it. 

Charles  Archibald. 
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By  Jvdye  McDoncUd  : 

3129.  You  have  told  us  you  are  not  a  total  abstainer  ? — I  am  not. 

3130.  You  would  consider  two  or  three  glasses  of  ale  as  being  har 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

3131.  What  proportion  of  the  men  in  your  employ  are  total  abstai 
a  large  majority ;  but  as  to  the  exact  proportion,  I  could  not  say. 

3132.  You  have  in  your  employ  from  300  to  400  men? — Yes,  I  d 
have  one  in  six  who  drinks  at  all.  This,  of  course,  is  largely  owing  to  t 
cannot  get  any  liquor  to  drink,  or  a  good  many  of  them  would  do  so. 

3133.  You  consider  the  present  Scott  Act  is  a  workable  mej 
enforced? — Yes.  , 

3134.  How  many  miles  is  Cow  Bay  from  North  Sydney? — By  w 
miles,  and  by  water  and  land  about  the  same  distance. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

3135.  Do  you  think   there  would  be  a  large  proportion  of  total 
your  employees  if  there  was  not  a  law  fairly  well  enforced  ? — No,  then 
many,   though   I  presume  there  would  be  the  same  efforts  madei  i] 
temperance. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

3136.  I  understand  from  you  that  public  sentiment  in  Cow  Bay  is 
enforcement  of  that  Act? — Yes,  having  an  Act  which  we  can  wor 
found  that  w©  could  work  the  Act,  the  people  started  it. 

3137.  Then  public  sentiment  is  in  its  favour  ? — Yes. 


JOHN  N.  ARMSTRONG,  Town  Clerk  of  North  Sydney,  on  b 
deposed  as  follows  : — 

By  Jvdge  McDonald  : 

3138.  By  what  authority  are  you  appointed  ? — By  the  Town  Coui 

3139.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  North  Sydney? — All  my  ] 
years  I  was  away. 

3140.  How  long  have  you  been  Town  Clerk  ? — Some  seven  years  sir 

3141.  Have  you  held  the  position  continuously  ? — Ye^. 

31 42.  What  is  the  population  of  North  Sydney  ? — I  think  the 
us  about  2,700,  between  2,600  and  2,700. 

3143.  How  many  members  compose  the  Municipal  Council  ? — The 
and  two  members  to  each  ward  :  eight  councillors  and  a  Mayor. 

3144.  Ih  the  Mayor  elected  by  the  whole  municipality  ? — Yes. 

3145.  Is  the  Canada  Temperance  Act,  or  what  is  commonly  kn< 
Act,  in  force  in  this  community  ? — Yes. 

3146.  How  long  has  it  been  in  force  ?— Since  1880  or  1881. 

3147.  Then  it  has  been  in  force  over  ten  years  ? — Yes. 

3148.  Has  any  effort  been  made  to  repeal  it? — There  has  not. 

3149.  So  ever  since  it  was  brought  into  force,  it  has  run  without 
place  upon  it  ? — Yes. 

3150.  Do  you  recollect  the  majority  of  votes  by  which  it  was  brou 
I  cannot  say ;  but  it  was  a  small  vote. 

3151.  There  was  a  large  vote  unpolled  ? — Yes, 

3152.  Have  you  had  any  experience  of  the  working  of  this  Act  in 
Yes,  I  have  had  some  experience. 
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3153.  Since  the  Act  came  into  force,  has  drunkenness  increased  or  decreased  ? — 
Drunkenness  has  decreased  in  the  town  very  much. 

3153a.  Do  you  attribute  the  fact  to  the  effect  of  the  Act,  or  to  any  other  reason, 
or  to  the  Act  and  other  reasons  combined  ? — I  think  it  is  not  attributable  to  the  Act. 

3154.  Do  you  attribute  it  to  what  arte  called  moral  and  religious  mfluences  % — To 
moral  sentiment,  and  to  the  fact  that  the  people  are  getting  better,  as  we  say. 

3155.  Do  you  believe  the  law  is  generally  well  observ^  in  North  Sydney? — No. 

3156.  Is  there  any  considerable  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  ? — Yes. 

3157.  Does  this  sale  take  place  in  few  places  or  in  many  places  ? — That  is  a 
matter  of  opinion.  Some  persons  allege  more  than  there  are  by  a  great  mao^,  and 
some  allege  less  than  there  are. 

3158.  Do  you  think  there  are  a  good  many  places  or  few  places? — I  have  heard 
the  evidence  of  the  Mayor,  who  said  there  are  about  30  places.  There  are  more  places 
than  that  number,  but  not  more  than  30  places  that  may  be  called  shops. 

3159.  How  many  shops  would  you  suppose  there  are? — I  should  say  there  were 
not  more  than  a  dozen.  I  may  not  be  counting  all  of  them,  but  I  am  thoroughly  well 
acquainted  with  the  town,  and  one-half  of  30  is  the  outside  limit  of  those  places. 

3160.  Of  places  where  liquor  is  regularly  sold? — That  is  going  to  the  outside  limit. 
It  is  certainly  not  the  case  that  there  are  anything  like  60,  as  has  been  alleged  by 
outsiders — there  is  nothing  of  the  sort. 

3161.  From  what  places  is  the  liquor  obtained? — I  think  it  is  mostly  imported 
from  dealers  at  Halifax. 

3162.  And  does  any  come  from  outside  of  the  Province? — Yes. 

3163.  Is  the  liquor  brought  from  there  entered  at  the  custom-house,  or  is  it  smug- 
gled ? — I  coidd  not  answer  that  question  ;  I  presume  some  is  entered,  and  I  know  some . 
is  smuggled. 

3164.  Do  you  know  any  illicit  stills  in  this  section  ?— No,  I  do  not 

'  3165.  Are  you  able  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  whether  the  liquors  generally  that  are 
used  are  adulterated  or  not  ? — I  am  not  able  to  form  an  opinion  except  by  the  evidence 
of  the  results,  by  the  fact  that  some  men  who  do  not  take  much  liquor  seem  to  be  over- 
come by  it. 

3166.  Does  it  have  a  paralyzing  effect  upon  them? — Men  who  come  into  our  jail 
sometimes  seem  to  be  overcome,  if  their  own  stories  are  correct,  by  very  small  quantities. 

3167.  You  have  a  lock-up  and  jail  here  ? — Yes. 

3168.  Have  you  been  brought  officially  in  connection  with  the  enforcement  of  the 
Act  as  Town  Clerk  ?— Yes. 

3169.  In  what  way  ?  -The  informations  were  laid  by  me. 

3170.  Are  you  Clerk  of  the  police  court  ? — Yes. 

3171.  Is  there  a  Stipendiary  Magistrate  here  ? — Yes. 

3172.  And  the  informations  laid  by  you  charged  certain  parties  with  violations  of 
the  Act?- -Yes. 

3173.  Is  it  your  duty  to  draw  up  the  necessary  papers  and  have  them  signed  by 
the  Magistrate  ?— Yes. 

3174.  Do  you  attend  the  sittings  of  the  court  ? — Yes. 

3175.  Do  you  think  there  has  been,  on  the  part  of  the  civic  authorities  in  this 
municipality,  an  honest  attempt  made  to  enforce  the  Act  ? — There  certainly  was  in  every 
case  where  informations  were  laid.  There  has  not  only  been  an  honest  attempt  made, 
but  a  successful  one  in  every  case.  Every  case  was  prosecuted  successfully  both  in  our 
court  here  and  proceedings  on  certiorari  were  in  all  cases  quashed,  and  fines  were  collected 
in  every  instance,  except  the  one  which  has  been  referred  to. 

3176.  Were  there  any  special  circumstances  which  led  to  the  fines  being  remitted  ? — 
The  fines  were  not  remitted  ;  they  simply  were  not  collected. 

3177.  What  were  the  special  reasons  for  that  course  being  followed? — The  matter 
was  not  pressed  ;  that  is  the  execution  and  warrant  for  collecting  the  tines.  There  were 
two  cases  against  one  party  in  which  the  fines  were  not  collected. 

3178.  Why  ? — The  execution  was  issued  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  constable. 
He  returned  it  endorsed  "  no  chattels  or  goods  found."     Then  the  next  procedure  was 

John  N.  Armstrong. 
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to  issue  a  warrant  of  arrest.     That  was  not  done  ;  the  Council  voted  not  to  press  the 
matter  further. 

3179.  So  you  were  not  able  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  law,  owing  to  the 
action  of  the  Council  ? — No. 

3180.  Do  you  know  why  they  took  that  action  ? — It  was  not  placed  on  record ; 
they  did  not  place  any  reason  on  record. 

3181.  You  are  brought  in  contact  with  the  police  force,  I  suppose? — Yes. 

3-182.  Do  you  believe  that  so  far  as  they  are  directed  to  do  so,  they  honestly  en- 
deavour to  enforce  the  law  ? — -No  informations  were  laid  by  the  police  at  all. 

3183.  Have  they  been  directed  by  the  authorities  to  see  that  the  Act  was  en- 
forced?— The  way  in  which  it  was  in  the  first  place  carried  out,  was- this  :  A  petition 
was  presented  to  the  Council  in  1887,  when  the  Council  voted  that  the  officers  of  the 
town  carry  out  the  Scott  Act.  Those  were  the  words  "officers  of  the  town,"  which 
meant  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  m^fself  and  the  police  officers.  As  a  matter  of  fact 
the  police  were  therefore  included,  and  were  aware  of  that  resolution. 

3184.  But  I  understood  you  to  say  that  they  never  laid  any  information? — No. 

3185.  They  are  appointed  by  the  Council? — Yes. 

3186.  From  your  observation  of  public  affairs,  do  you  think  that  the  passage  of  a 
law  by  the  Dominion  Government,  prohibiting  the  manufacture,  importation  and  sale  of 
alcoholic  liquors,  would  be  desirable  ? — Yes  ;  undoubtedly  it  would  be. 

3187.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  capable  of  efficient  enforcement? — That  is 
a  question  which  it  is  difficult  to  answer,'^  for  it  involves  the  method  of  enforcement  and 
by  whom  enforced.  If  its  enforcement  were  left  to  the  municipal  authorities,  it  is  very 
doubtful. 

3188.  Why?  We  are  told  that  an  honest  effort  has  been  made  by  the  muni- 
cipal authorities  to  enforce  the  law,  and  you  yourself  do  what  you  can  to  carry  out  the 
law? — My  meaning  is  that  every  infoi*mation  laid  before  us  was  prosecuted  to  a 
successful  issue,  both  in  the  lower  and  higher  courts ;  but,  of  course,  cases  not  brought 
before  us  are  not  pressed,  and  many  are  not  brought  before  us. 

3 1 89.  You  are  not  informed  of  those  violations  ? — Quite  so. 

3190.  I  understand  that  your  Municipal  Council  has  taken  the  stand  to  honestly 
enforce  the  Act? — I  want  to  give  you  the  history  of  that  matter.  The  first  action 
taken  was  in  April,  1887,  when  a  petition  was  presented.  Then  we  pressed  the  Act  at 
different  times  during  the  next  two  or  three  years,  W^e  secured  convictions  and  won 
the  cases  taken  on  certiorari  to  the  Supreme  Court.  It  was  not  until  1889  that  three 
or  four  cases  in  the  Supreme  Court  were  given  in  our  favour,  and  it  was  not  until  1891 
that  other  four  cases  were  decided  in  our  favour.  In  the  meantime  the  cases  were  hung 
up  in  the  courts.  We  proceeded  with  the  collection  of  the  fines  in  the  eight  cases,  a  year 
ago  this  present  month.     That  is  the  history  of  the  situation. 

3191.  The  Municipal  Council  instriyKted  its  officers  in  1887  to  see  that  the  Act 
was  0nforce<f ? — Yes.  The  matter  of  the  enforcement  of  the  Act  was  placed  at 
different  times  before  the  Council,  and  they  were  made  aware  of  every  step  taken. 

3192.  Do  I  understand  that  you  and  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate  are  appointed 
by  the  town  ? — A.  Yes. 

3193.  You,  he  and  the  constables  were  the  persons  named  by  the  Council?  — 
Yes. 

3194.  Were  the  constables  appointed  by  the  Council? — Yes. 

3195.  Did  the  Council  give  them  instructions? — Yes. 

3196.  So  I  understand  you  to  say  that,  so  far  as  you  know,  those  policemen 
have  taken  no  steps  of  themselves  to  interfere  with  the  illicit  traffic  and  have  laid  no 
information  ? — No. 

3197.  If  officers  are  locally  ^  appointed  with  instructions  to  enforce  the  law,  and 
they  fail  to  do  so,  do  you  think  that  local  officers  appointed,  but  with  the  appointing 
power  at  a  great  distance,  would  be  more  likely  to  enforce  the  law? — The  present 
officers  are  supposed  to  perform  all  their  duties. 

3198.  I  suppose  your  policemen  have  instructions  if  they  see  men  committing 
breaches  of  the  law  on  the  street  or  elsewhere,  to  arrest  them ;  do  they  discharge  their 
duty?~Yes. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


176  ROYAL   COMMISSION    ON   THE   LIQUOR  TRAFFIC. 

3199.  We  will  ^  take  an  offence  of  a  similar  nature  to  that  of  a  violation  of 
the  Scott  Act :  do  you  suppose  that  officers  appointed  to  enforce  this  Act,  receiving  their 

'  appointment  from  local  authority,  with  the  supervising  power  at  a  distance,  would  do 
any  better  than  purely  local  officers  1 — It  is  presumed  that  they  would  not  be  directly 
under  the  influence  of  the  community  when  the  appointing  power  was  at  a  distance. 

3200.  The  community,  through  its  appointing  power,  have  instructed  you  in 
regard  to  enforcing  the  Act,  and  have  told  the  poUcemen  to  do  their  duty  ? — Yes  ; 
they,  being  appointed  by  the  Town  Council,  and  looking  to  the  town  for  their  appoint- 
ment, are  more  distinctly  under  the  influence  of  the  appointing  power,  and  are  therefore 
afraid  to  annoy  the  appointing  power.     I  do  not  fully  understand  the  question. 

3201.  Does  the  Council  which  made  those  appointments  and  gave  those  int ructions 
represent  the  public  sentiment  in  North  Sydney  ?— -I  think  so. 

3202.  So  the  weight  of  public  sentiment  is  in  favour  of  the  Act  ? — I  might  explain 
that  matter  at  some  length  and  still  leave  you  vjjiere  you  are,  for  the  reason  that  some 
people,  who  are  personally  in  favour  of  the  Scott  Act  and  of  seeing  it  carried  out  and 
enforced,  prefer  that  this  should  be  done  by  proxy.  Their  sentiment  is  in  favour  of  the 
abolition  .of  liquor  drinking,  but  it  is  by  proxy. 

3203.  Would  those  persons  support  the  officers  in  doing  their  duty,  and  haul  them 
over  the  coals  if  they  failed  1 — They  might  in  one  way  and  might  not  in  another  ; 
still,  I  presume,  they  would  support  them. 

3204.  Are  there  a  good  many  people  who  support  the  Act  by  profession,  and  who 
in  practice,  do  nothing  ? — Yes,  there  are  people  like  that. 

3205.  They  talk  in  its  favour,  but  their  action  ends  there  ? — Yes. 

2206.  Do  they  vote  in  its  favour  ? — I  do  not  know  about  voting  ;  I  could  not 
say  who  voted  for  the  Act. 

3207.  Was  the  majority  in  favour  of  the  Act  large  ? — It  was  a  small  vote  that 
was  polled,  and  I  do  not  know  the  majority. 

3208.  How  was  the  vote  in  North  Sydney  itself  ? — I  could  not  say  ;  it  was  then  a 
part  of  the  municipality. 

3209.  Then  this  was  before  it  was  incorporated  as  a  town  1 — Yes. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

3210.  You  said  that  every  honest  attempt  that  had  been  made  to  enforce  the  law 
had  resulted  successfully  ? — That  is  a  qualified  statement. 

3211.  You  said  the  attempts  made  were  honest  attempts  and  resulted  successfully  ? 
— 1  refered  to  the  fact  that  informations  were  laid  before  the  proper  officers,  and 
that  they  were  honestly  and  successfully  pressed.  ^ 

3212.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  the  balance  of  the  appeals  had  been  finally 
disposed  of  about  12  months  ago  ? — Yes. 

3213.  Has  any  attempt  been  made  during  the  past  12  months  to  enforce  the  law  ? 
I  understood  you  to  say  that  the  Council  in  1887  and  1888  had  passed  a  resolution 
instructing  the  proper  officers  to  do  their  duty  ? — Yes. 

3214.  Has  that  resolution  been  amended,  and  have  different  instructions  been 
given  since  that  time  ? — No,  it  is  on  the  books. 

3215.  Then  the  duty  devolved  on  the  officers  of  the  town  to  see  that  the  law  was 
enforced  ? — Yes,  it  does,  so  far  as  the  resolution  goes. 

3216.  Then  why  do  the  officers  not  do  their  duty  ? — I  cannot  give  you  the  reason. 

3217.  The  Mayor  has  mentioned  that  liquor  is  sold  in  a  number  of  places,  and  if 
liquor  is  sold  in  any  place  under  the  Scott  Act  it  is  sold  illegally.  Can  it  be  possible 
that  such  a  condition  of  things  obtains  in  a  town  with  2,700  people  without  the  proper 
officers  being  aware  of  the  fact  ? — It  is  not  likely.  -  , 

3218.  To  what  do  you  attribute  their  dereliction  in  that  respect? — It  is  a  difficult 
question  to  answer. 

32 1 9.  Did  you  hear  the  evidence  given  by  Mr.  Archibald  1 — Yes.  The  police  officers 
evidently  make  up  their  mind  that  it  is  allowable  for  them  not  to  enforce  the  Act. 

3220.  So  in  North  Sydney  the  Scott  Act  is  a  dead  letter  ? — At  the  present  time 
it  is. 
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3221.  You  say  you  heard  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Archibald  respecting  the  condition 
of  affaii-8  at  Cow  Bay  1 — Yes. 

3222.  That  gentleman  stated  that  it  is  twenty-five  miles  distant  from  here  ? — Yes. 

3223.  And  that  the  population  consisted  of  the  elements  that  would  likely  strain 
a  point  to  get  liquor  if  it  could  be  easily  obtained  1 — Yes. 

3224.  No  doubt  you  heard  him  state  that  the  Scott  Act  was  workable,  and  was 
enforced  at  Cow  Bay  ? — Yes. 

3225.  How  do  you  account  for  the  fact  that  a  measure  that  is  a  dead  letter  here 
and  pronounced  unworkable  has  been  found  in  practice  to  work  so  successfully  at  such 
a  short  distance  from  here,  where  the  conditions  are  very  fairly  similar  ? — I  do  not  know 
how  it  is ;  it  is  a  difficult  question  to  answer.  One  reason  is  perhaps  the  large 
number  of  seafaring  men  in  this  port.  They  are  the  people  who  do  the  drinking  ;  my 
court  records  will  show  that 

3226.  A  large  number  of  seafaring  men  visit  Cow  Bay,  I  understand  ? — Yes,  there 
are  a  large  number  of  seafaring  men  at  Cow  Bay,  and,  as  Mr.  Archibald  stated,  they 
are  the  persons  who  violate  the  law,  when  it  is  violated. 

3227.  But  he  said  that  the  Scott  Act  in  Cow  Bay  has  fairly  prohibited  the  sale  ? — 
Yes,  that  is  correct. 

3228.  How,  then,  does  it  occur  that  the  Scott  Act  docs  not  prohibit  here  ? — It 
may  be  because  the  sentiment  in  Cow  Bay  is  stronger  for  temperance  than  here. 

3229.  They  have  no  regularly  appointed  constables  there  ? — No. 

3230.  No  Stipendiary  Magistrate  ?  No. 

3231.  No  municipal  government  ? — No. 

3232.  And  yet,  as  a  result  of  the  strong  feeling  in  favour  of  the  enforcement  of  the 
law,  the  people  find  no  difficulty  in  carrying  it  out  ? — We  have  a  very  strong  element 
in  town  who  are  opposed  to  the  Scott  Act. 

3233.  Do  you  think  if  the  enforcement  of  the  law  were  taken  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  local  authorities  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  others,  not  residents  of  North  Sydney, 
or  of  this  county,  who  should  be  appointed  by  the  Dominion,  that  fact  would  change 
the  sentiment  of  the  people  regarding  the  law  or  its  enforcement  ?  Supposing  the  con- 
stables and  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate  were  appointed  by  the  Dominion  Government, 
instead  of  by  the  Council  as  at  present,  would  the  fact  of  the  appointment  being  made 
at  Ottawa,  instead  of  North  Sydney,  alter  the  sentiment  of  the  people  with  respect  to 
the  enforcement  of  the  law  ? — I  do  not  know  about  the  sentiment  of  the  people  being 
altered. 

3234.  Do  you  not  think  that  if  there  was  a  strong  sentiment  here  in  favour  of  the 
present  law,  it  would  likely  not  be  so  persistently  violated  as  it  is  at  present  ? — Certainly 
not 

3235.  Do  you  think  its  non-enforcement  is  due  to  the  lack  of  public  sentiment?—  Yes. 

3236.  Do  you  think  the  appointment  of  officers  by  some  other  power  than  the 
Town  Council,  whose  members  are  elected  directly  by  the  people  of  North  Sydney,  and 
to  whom  they  are  responsible,  would  change  the  sentiment  ? — No,  not  change  the  senti- 
ment of  the  people. 

3237.  Do  you  think  public  sentiment  would  be  in  favour  of  the  law  because  it  would 
be  successfully  enforced  ? — That  is  another  point. 

3238.  The  conditions  as  between  North  Sydney  and  Cow  Bay,  I  understand,  are 
similar  ? — The  sentiment  is  stronger  there. 

3239.  In  regard  to  population,  the  places  have  a  close  resemblance? — Yes.  The  sea- 
faring population  is  very  much  the  same,  but  our  local  population  is  very  different. 
This  is  a  town  which  has  a  large  number  of  travellers  and  people  with  different  views 
on  public  matters.     Cow  Bay  is  a  place  of  smaller  dimensions. 

3240.  Are  there  many  Europeans  living  here? — No,  they  are  not  prominent  here. 

3241.  Do  you  find  those  people  are  less  amenable  to  the  law  than  people  bom  here? 
— No.    When  they  come  here  they  are  law-abiding  citizens. 

3242.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  enactment  by  the  Dominion  Parliament  of  a  mea- 
sure to  prohibit  the  manufacture,  importation  and  sale  of  liquor? — If  it  would  be 
efficient,  I  would  be  in  favour  of  it.  If  it  would  not  be  efficient,  it  would  be  no  use 
having  it. 
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3243.  How  would  public  sentiment  be  created  in  favour  of  such  a  measure  ? — The 
people  look  generally  to  the  fact  that  it  would  be  enforced  by  Dominion  Grovemment 
officials. 

3244.  Suppose  the  majority  of  the  people  here  winked  at  violations  of  the  law  and 
declined  to  give  Dominion  officials  information,  what  would  be  the  result  ? — They  might 
be  able  to  secure  it  themselves. 

3245.  Do  you  think  the  officials  of  the  Dominion  Government  could  succeed  here 
under  the  present  condition  of  things  ? — Yes. 

3246.  What  would  be  the  result  so  far  as  regard  smuggling  if  a  prohibitory 
law  were  passed  ? — It  might  prevail  to  some  extent  perhaps,  and  perhaps  a  little  more 
than  now. 

3247.  Would  the  same  number  of  preventive  officers  be  sufficient  to  enforce  the 
regulations  against  smuggling? — Yes,  so  far  as  this  town  is  concerned.  However,  that 
is  a  matter  on  which  my  opinion  ie  not  worth  much. 

3248.  Do  you  think  there  has  been  less  drinking  in  the  town  since  the  Act  caiue 
into  force  ? — There  has  been  a  great  deal  less  drinking  of  late  in  the  town. 

3249.  Would  you  prefer  the  continuance  of  the  existing  order  of  things  rather  than 
that  there  should  be  licenses  given  to  disreputable  places  to  vend  liquors  ? — There  is  one 
thing  in  favour  of  a  license  system,  and  that  is  that  the  licensed  people  themselves 
would  join  hands  in  supporting  restrictive  measures  and  the  enforcement  of  the  law. 
If  that  were  the  case,  the  system  might  be  desirable.  Again,  there  is  a  moral  side  to 
the  license  question,  whether  it  is  desirable  to  license  people  at  all.  I  think  the  senti- 
ment here  is  very  strongly  against  licenses.  I  file  statistics  in  regard  to  an^este  and 
fines.     [Appendix  No.  3.  J 

3250.  There  were  licenses  issued  formerly  1 — Under  the  old' Nova  Scotia  Act. 

3251.  How  many  were  issued  ^ — I  do  not  know.     That  was  before  incorporation. 

3252.  The  condition  of  things  has  improved  since  the  Scott  Act  came  into  force  1 — 
I  say  it  has  improved  during  the  last  few  years  in  that  drunkenness  has  abated. 

3253.  Do  you  attribute  the  abatement  or  lessening  of  drunkenness  to  the  operation 
of  the  Scott  Act  % — Not  necessarily. 

3254.  The  Scott  Act  is  not  very  well  enforced  ? — Oh,  no. 

3255.  And  it  would  be  hardly  logical  to  attribute  it  to  that  % — No-  I  do  not  think  so. 

3256.  You  repeat  that  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  the  Scott  Act  is  a  dead  letter 
here  ? — It  certainly  is. 

By  Mr.  Giganlt  : 

3257.  Have  you  a  municipal  report  of  the  convictions  for  drunkenness  and  crimes  1 
— Yes.     I  have  not  my  books,  but  I  can  give  a  summary. 

3258.  Last  year,  how  many  convictions  were  there  for  drunkenness  1 — In  1891,  the 
total  convictions  in  the  town  police  court  were  82.  I  made  an  estimate  that  about  five- 
sixths  of  the  convictions  in  the  whole  seven  years  have  been  for  drunk  and  disorderly, 
drunk  and  incapable,  assault  and  battery  arising  out  of  drink  and  kindred  matters. 

3259.  How  many  were  there  in  1890  1 — The  total  number  was  63,  and  a  very  small 
percentage  was  attributable  to  anything  except  what  I  have  mentioned.  The  reason 
why.  the  numbers  are  larger  in  some  years  than  in  others  is  the  number  of  the  seafaring 
people  who  are  here.  The  police  pick  up  every  one  as  a  rule.  Of  course,  some  escape, 
but,  as  a  rule,  they  pick  up  every  one  who  is  drunk  or  incapable  or  rioting,  and  a  large 
number  of  these  are  of  that  kind.  There  is  a  very  small  proportion  of  the  town  or 
country  people. 

3260.  When  was  the  Scott  Act  adopted  ?— In  1880-81. 

3261.  Have  you  the  convictions  before  that? — No,  only  since  1886.  The  incor- 
poration was  in  the  fall  of  1885,  and  1886  was  the  first  year.  In  1886,  there  were  108 
conductions  and  $369  was  collected  in  fines.  In  1887,  there  were  105  convictions  and 
8336  was  collected.  In  1888,  there  were  123  convictions  and  $430  was  collected. 
In  1889,  there  were  92  convictions  and  $339  was  collected.  In  1890,  the  number  of 
convictions  was  63,  and  the  amount  collected  $269.  In  1891,  there  were  83  convictions 
and  the  amount  collected  was  $288.    The  proportion  of  convictions  for  drunkenness  and 
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offences  arising  out  of  it  is  about  five-sixths.  As  a  matter  of  course  we  have  no  crime 
at  ail.  I  cannot  find  in  the  seven  years  half  a  dozen  indictable  offences  committed  in 
the  town.  We  have  no  offences  against  women  and  children  at  all,  no  cases  of  prostitu- 
tion before  our  courts,  and  no  houses  of  ill-fame.  This  being  a  maritime  town  or  sea-port, 
it  is  exceptional  in  that  respect.  During  the  present  vear,  I  looked  over  my  book  and 
saw  there  were  about  37  cases  in  the  court  up  to  this  time  and  the  fines  collected 
amounted  to  $124  ;  and  since  the  first  of  the  year,  only  three  persons  belonging  to  the 
town  were  in  the  list,  and  one  of  those  is  an  incorrigible  man  whom  we  have  had  for 
three  or  four  years  on  our  hands,  and  the  other  two  were  exceptional  cases. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod  : 

3262.  You  have  said  there  has  been  and  is  an  honest  attempt  made  to  enforce  the 
law.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  ? — I  mean  to  say  that  the  informations  laid  before  us 
have  every  one  been  honestly  carried  to  an  issue. 

3263.  There  was  a  time  when  the  law  was  successfully  enforced.  Is  there  any 
attempt  made  to  enforce  the  law  now  ? — No. 

3264.  Are  your  policemen  drinking  men  ? — No,  they  are  not. 

3265.  Do  you  know  whether  they  have  had  any  definite  instructions  as  to  the  enfor- 
cement of  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  ? — Oh,  yes. 

3266.  I  mean  definite  instructions  % — Yes.  The  prior  policeman  had  definite  ins- 
tructions. 

3267.  Have  they  had  any  since  July  of  last  year  ? — I  will  not  say  that. 

3268.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  last  of  your  cases  came  back  from  the 
Supreme  CJourt  in  July  last  year  ?-— Yes. 

3269.  Since  that  time,  have  the  policemen  received  definite  instructions  ? — The 
resolution  passed  in  1887  has  not  been  rescinded,  but  no  definite  instructions  were 
issued  afterwards. 

3270.  The  policemen  are  supposed  to  bring  up  any  infraction  of  the  law  ? — Yes. 

3271.  I  suppose  they  are  as  well  aware  of  the  existence  of  those  drink  places  as 
citizens  generally  ? — Quite  so.  f 

3372.  Have  they  brought  to  the  attention-  of  the  town  officials  any  violations  of 
the  liquor  law  % — Not  to  my  knowledge. 

3273.  Have  they  brought  the  violation  of  any  other  town  law  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  ofl5cials  ? — Yes. 

3274.  For  some  reason,  then,  they  have  refrained  from  making  any  mention  as 
city  constables  of  the  violation  of  this  town  law,  but  have  not  refrained  as  to  other  town 
laws  ? — Yes. 

3275.  Do  you  think  the  police  are  as  carefuj  to  pick  up  drinking  men  and  boys 
who  are  townspeople  and  country  people  as  they  are  to  pick  up  sailors  and  the  floating 
population  ^As  a  general  rule  they  are,  but  there  are  some  exceptions.  The  number 
in  the  town  who  drink  to  excess  is  not  very  large  proportionately. 

3276.  Were  there  as  many  places  where  drink  was  openly  sold  when  an  attempt 
was  being  made  to  enforce  the  law  as  there  are  now  % — I  cannot  say  as  to  the  exact 
number. 

3277.  Do  you  suppose,  from  your  knowledge,  that  there  were  so  many  places  ? — 
There  may  have  been  a  few  less. 

3278.  You  thought  the  better  enforcement  of  the  law  in  Cow  Bay  was  attributable 
to  the  stronger  temperance  sentiment  there  ? — Yes. 

3279.  Do  you  think  that  the  enforcement  of  the  law  there  helps  to  strengthen  still 
more  the  temperance  sentiment  1 — That  is  possible. 

3280.  Do  you  think  that  an  earnest  attempt  to  enforce  the  law  in  North  Sydney 
would  have  the  effect  of  still  further  intensifying  the  temperance  sentiment  here  and 
giving  it  courage  and  aggressiveness  eventually  ? — As  I  said  before,  a  great  many  want 
the  Scott  Act  enforced  by  proxy. 

3281.  Is  it  the  same  in  regard  to  other  laws? — It  may  be. 

3282.  It  is  not  peculiar  to  the  Scott  Act? — No. 

3283.  Will  you  make  a  summary  statement  of  your  figures  and  let  us  have  it  ? — 
Yes. 

21— 12i 
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3284.  And  could  you  also,  from  your  official  knowledge,  make  a  statement  of  the 
cost  of  the  police  court,  the  cost  of  the  jail  and  of  the  police  force  ? — I  can  g^ve  you 
those  figures  now.  When  the  Act  was  being  enforced,  the  cost  of  the  two  policemen 
was  $265,  the  stipendiary,  $260,  the  jailor,  $225,  making  $1,100,  and  the  jail  loss  for 
imprisoned  parties  who  did  not  pay  the  fines  about  $100  a  year,  which  makes  a  total  of 
about  $1,200  a  year.     It  is  a  little  less  than  that  now. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

3285.  You  said  that  nearly  all  the  persons  arrested  for  being  drunk  and  incapable 
or  drunk  and  disorderly  are  seafaring  people,  non-residents  ? — A  large  proportion  are 
fishermen.  In  May  and  October,  we  have  the  American  fishermen  here,  and  these  are 
the  months  in  which  we  have  the  largest  number  of  arrests. 

3286.  Do  you  suppose  there  are  fifteen  places  here  where  liquor  is  sold  ? — Some  of 
those  are  very  small.     In  this  town,  we  have  not  one  large  liquor  establishment. 

3287.  Have  you  any  establishments  where  liquor  is  openly  exposed  for  sale  t — 
There  are  bars. 

3288.  Are  there  places  where  people  can  see  liquor  when  they  are  passing  ? — iThere 
are  bottles  in  the  windows,  but  I  do  not  know  what  is  in  them. 

3289.  Are  they  of  a  suspicious  appearance  % — I  do  not  know  that. 

3290.  Would  they  lead  people  to  believe  that  they  contain  intoxicating  liquors  ? — 
I  cannot  say  that. 

3291.  Do  you  see  these  places? — Yes. 

3292.  The  policemen  see  them  also  ? — Yes. 

3293.  They  are  able  to  see  these  foreign  sailors  and  pick  them  up  ? — Yes. 

3294.  Would  it  not  be  a  fair  inference  to  conclude  that  there  must  be  a  certain 
amount  of  drinking  on  the  part  of  the  townspeople  that  does  not  result  in  their  bein^ 
drunk  and  incapable  ? — Yes. 

3295.  So  these  drinking  places  do  not  depend  entirely  upon  the  seafaring  poople 
for  their  customers  ? — No.  • 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

3296.  Is  there  any  drinking  among  boys? — Looking  over  the  police  records,  I 
cannot  find  any  one  under  16  brought  up  for  drunkenness  for  some  time. 

3297.  Do  you  think  it  is  because  the  men  who  sell  are  uh willing  to  sell  to  boys, 
or  because  the  boys  are  so  well  trained  that  they  do  not  go  to  buy  ?— I  do  not  know, 
but  the  boys  here  have  been  in  the  habit  of  getting  liquor  at  one  or  two  places,  I  think  ; 
however,  those  places  are  not  in  existence  at  the  present  time. 

3298.  There  are  persons  who  will  sell  to  boys  ? — There  was  one  who  was  accused 
of  selling,  but  was  not  brought  up. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

3299.  But  the  boys  are  not  buying  now  ? — They  may  be,  but  there  are  no  cases 
before  our  courts. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

3300.  Do  you  suppose  the  policemen  would  refrain  from  arresting  the  boys  if  they 
were  boys  of  the  town  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

3301.  Residents  of  th6  town  have  equal  facilities  with  those  Yankee  sailors  who 
come  over  here  in  May  or  October  to  procure  liquor  ? — Yes. 

3302.  The  Act  is  not  prohibitory  as  far  as  the  townspeople  are  concerned  ? — No. 

3303.  They  have  facilities  for  getting  liquor  when  they  desire  to  get  it  % — Yes. 

3304.  So  the  operation  of  the  Act  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  sobriety  of  the  towns- 
people ? — Well,  I  presume  not. 

3305.  I  suppose  it  would  be  quite  competent  for  any  number  of  the  Town  Council 
at  the  next  meeting  to  move  that  the  officers  should  enforce  the  Scott  Act  % — Quite. 

John  N.  Armstrong. 
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3306.  If  there  was  any  desire  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  North  Sydney 
or  any  considerable  number  of  them  to  have  the  law  enforced,  would  that  desire  be 
likely  to  find  expression  by  action  on  the  part  of  the  Town  Council  in  giving  instructions 
to  enforce  the  law  ? — That  is  very  difficult  to  say.  The  whole  issue  is  involved  in  that. 
My  previous  statement  in  evidence  is  an  answer  to  that  question. 

3307.  Is  it  possible  that  of  the  six  or  eight  or  nine  councillors,  not  one  could  be 
found  who  in  deference  to  the  temperance  sentiment  that  does  exist,  would  offer  such 
a  resolution  to  the  Council? — The  resolution  has  been  on  the  books  since  1887,  and  has 
never  been  repealed,  and  the  fact  has  been  brought  out  by  me  that  the  police  officers  do 
not  lay  informations,  though  they  are  still  under  instructions  to  do  so. 

3308.  But  there  were  no  definite  instructions  ? — I  mean  that  last  year,  when  the 
matter  was  up  for  settlement  as  to  the  collection  of  fines,  the  matter  was  laid  aside  and 
nothing  particular  was  done  to  carry  out  the  previous  resolution ;  but  it  is  still  there. 

3309.  The  constables  know  the  resolution  is  there  ? — Yes. 

3310.  And  they  are  appointed  by  the  Council? — Yes. 

3311.  And  that  Council  is  elected  by  the  people? — Yes. 

3312.  And,  with  the  knowledge  of  the  people  and  of  the  Council,  the  law  is  permit- 
ted to  remain  a  dead  letter  ? — Yes. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod : 

3313.  Then  the  resolution  is  like  the  law,  a  dead  letter  ? — That  is  about  it. 


RICHARD  H.  BROWN,  of  Sydney  Mines,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed 
as  follows: — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

3314.  What  is  your  place  of  residence? — Sydney  Mines,  County  of  Cape  Breton. 

3315.  How  many  miles  from  North  Sydney? — Ten  miles. 

3316.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — Manager  of  a  coal  mine. 

3317.  What  do  you  call  the  company  ? — The  General  Mining  Association. 

3318.  How  long  have  you  resided  there? — About  27  years.  At  least  I  have  had 
the  manas^ement  for  about  that  time. 

3319.  Is  there  any  other  class  of  population  where  the  mines  are,  except  mining 
people  ? — There  are  a  few  farmers,  but  they  are  principally  miners  and  people  connected 
with  the  mines,  and  a  few  shop-keepers  and  merchants. 

3320.  About  how  many  are  employed  there  ? — About  620  men. 

3321.  Would  a  larger  or  smaller  proportion  of  those  men  be  total  abstainers  ? — 
Much  the  larger  portion,  I  should  think. 

3322.  Is  there  among  the  mining  population  there  what  may  be  called  a  strong 
temperance  sentiment  ? — ^Yes,  there  is. 

3323.  Are  there  any  temperance  organizations  ? — Yes,  there  are  two  :  the  Sons  of 
Temperance  and  the  League  of  the  Cross,  as  well  as  the  Women's  Christian  Temper- 
ance Union. 

3324.  Are  there  any  places  of  worship  at  Sydney  Mines  ? — Yes,  Roman  Catholic 
and  Presbyterian. 

3325.  Then  it  is  a  settlement  ? — It  is  an  incorporated  town. 

3326.  With  a  Stipendiary  Magistrate  ? — ^Yes,  and  a  Council  and  two  policemen. 

3327.  What  is  the  population  of  the  town?— About  2,500. 

3328.  And  besides  the  people  engaged  in  mining  and  the  few  farmers,  there  are 
people  in  other  vocations  of  life  ? — There  are  merchants. 

3329.  Are  there  any  hotels  for  the  entertainment  of  travellers  ? — ^There  are  one  or 
two  boarding  houses.  It  is  so  close  to  North  Sydney  that  people  come  here  for  hotels. 
North  Sydney  is  our  shipping  port. 

3330.  How  do  you  reach  it  ? — We  have  a  colliery  railway  and  we  also  drive  by  road. 

3331.  Sydney  Mines  is  under  the  operation  of  th^  Scott  Act? — Yes. 
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is  that  Act  carried  out  there  ^-^Efficiently.  It  was  not  so  up  to  this 
IS  hardly  sufficient  public  opinion  in  favour  of  it ;  but  this  year,  those 
associations  took  great  interest  in  it,  and  I  think  it  was  owing  to  them 
sentiment  in  its  favour  increased.  It  is  very  difficult  to  get  the  Scott 
country  places,  because  a  man  does  not  like  to  inform  on  his  neighbour, 
re  last  year  it  was  not  enforced  1 — No. 

liquor  sold  openly  ? — Not  openly,  but  every  one  knew  where  it  was 

you  ever  see  drunken  people  there  1 — Yes. 
law  was  a  dead  letter  ? — Yes. 

i  there  was  an  awakening  of  the  temperance  sentiment  of  the  community 
J  enforcement  ? — Yes. 
it  found  that  there  had  been  an  increase  of  drunkenness  1 — There  had 

'oused  public  opinion,  and  that  found  its  way  to  the  representatives  in 

ee  that  the  law  was  enforced  ? — Yes. 

kt  steps  did  the  Council  take  ? — They  tried  to  get  evidence  of  the  sale  of 

they  pass  a  resolution  and  appoint  officers  1 — I  think  they  instructed  the 

r  instructed  them  to  do  their  duty  1 — I  think  it  was  some  individual  in 
who  got  a  man  to  come  foward  and  swear  he  had  got  drink  at  a  certain 
'^ery  one  know  it  was  sold  there, 
information  was  given  and  the  trial  was  held  ? — Yes. 

did  conviction  follow  ? — Yes,  it  did. 

rou  know  of  any  other  case  ?— That  was  the  only  case.  The  rum  selling 
that  one  establishment. 

he  attempt  being  made  to  enforce  the  law,  those  people  gave  up  their 
k  ?— Yes. 

it  a  man  who  defied  the  law  in  this  one  case  ? — It  was  a  woman  whose 
ray,  who  was  selling.  The  Women's  Temperance  Union  asked  her  to  give 
I  she  was  doing  it  for  a  living,  and  they  offered  to  help  her  in  getting  a 
r  way. 

be  Act  is  now  well  enforced  there  ? — Yes. 

e  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  the  liquors  sold  at  that  time  were  pure 
deleteriously  adulterated? — I  never  tasted  them,  but  from  their  effects 
d  say  they  must  have  been  adulterated  by  some^  poisonous  stuff. 
7  had  a  paralyzing  effect  ? — They  seemed  to  make  men  mad,  almost  to 

b  your  opinion  that  a  general  prohibitory  law  for  the  Dominion,  prohi- 
ptation,  manufacture  and  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor  is  desirable  ? — If  it 
I  out,  it  would  be. 

rou  think  it  is  desirable  ? — I  think  it  so. 

were  passed,  do  you  think  it  could  be  effectually  carried  out  ? — I  do  not 
ink  prohibition  is  impracticable. 

f  ? — There  are  people  who  will  have  liquor,  no  matter  what  they  pay  for 
ience  in  the  North-west  was  that  when  liquor  was  prohibit-ed,  a  man 
lollars  a  bottle  for  it. 
5re  did  the  liquor  come  from  that  went  to  your  town  ? — From  Halifax 

lid  that  be   smuggled  ? — I  think  so.     I  know  a  vessel  was  seized  for 

orth  Sydney,  and  the  cargo  was  sold  at  auction. 

-  do  you  know  how  that  was  brought  in  1 — I  presume  it  was  brought  in 

ere,  but  I  do  not  know. 

^ou  think   that,  if  there  was  a  prohibitory  law,  prohibiting  the  manufac- 

^tion  of  intoxicating  liquor,  there  would  be  smuggling  into  the  country  ? 

ubt  there  would  be  smuggling.     It  seems  reasonable  to  suppase  so. 

)  H.  Brown. 
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By  Mr,  Clarke: 

3369.  If  the  Government  were  deriving  no  revenue  from  liquor  imported  or  manu- 
factured, do  j^ou  think  they  would  be  likely  to  redouble  their  efforts  to  prevent  liquor 
being  introduced  by  being  smuggled  into  the  country  1 — I  have  no  idea  what  the  Grovem- 
ment  would  do  about  it.  It  would  be  good  for  the  inhabitants  if  it  were  prohibited,  but 
I  do  not  think  it  is  practicable.  Now,  in  Sydney  Mines  the  men  are  still  getting 
liquor,  because  they  come  here  to  North  Sydney  and  the  Little  Bras  d'Or,  buy  it  and 
get  it  in  there. 

3360.  There  is  little  or  no  trouble  in  enforcing  the  Scott  Act  at  Sydney  Mines  ] — 
It  requires  to  be  enforced  all  round. 

3361.  It  is  a  workable  measure  ? — Yes. 

3362.  Can  you  form  any  opinion  as  to  the  reason  why  the  Act  is  not  enforced 
here  i — I  would  not  care  to  say,  as  you  have  had  the  testimony  of  the  Mayor  and  the 
Town  Clerk. 

3363.  Public  sentiment  is  the  motor  ? — That  is  my  opinion.  It  is  all  a  matter  of 
public  sentiment.  If  public  sentiment  were  nob  in  favour  of  it  at  Sydney  Mines,  it  would 
not  be  enforced. 

3364.  So,  if  public  sentiment  were  in  favour  of  it  in  North  Sydney,  it  could  be 
enforced  ? — I  could  not  say. 

3365.  How  many  of  your  people  are  total  abstainers  ? — I  cannot  say. 

3366.  Though  the  Scott  Act  is  in  force  at  Sydney  Mines,  yet  the  people  get  liquor 
in  another  place  where  the  Scott  Act  is  supposed  to  be  in  force  ? — Yes,  they  get  it. 

3367.  What  is  the  effect  of  their  buying  by  the  bottle  instead  of  by  the  glass, 
under  a  rigid  license  law  ? — It  is  difficult  for  me  to  say,  because  drunkenness  is  very 
much  reduced  at  Sydney  Mines.  If  it  were  not  that  the  public  sentiment  is  in  favour  of 
temperance,  I  think  drunkenness  would  be  far  worse  in  Sydney  Mines,  because  instead 
of  taking  a  glass,  a  man  would  take  home  a  large  quantity  of  liquor  and  drink  at 
home. 

3368.  Has  there  been  a  large  decrease  of  drunkenness  since  the  place  you  spoke  of 
was  closed  up  ? — I  should  say  there  has  been. 

3369.  Then  the  effect  of  bringing  liquor  in  bottles  has  not  been  so  bad  ? — No. 

3370.  Have  you  had  time  to  judge  of  the  effect  ? — No,  it  is  only  since  April  that 
it  has  been  enforced. 

3371.  Have  you  any  idea  of  the  consequences  resulting  from  men  coming  down  to 
North  Sydney  to  get  liquor  by  the  bottle  ?— No.  If  they  could  not  get  it  here,  I  presume 
they  would  not  get  it  at  all. 

3372.  You  depend  largely  for  carrying  out  the  Act  on  the  existence  of  the  moral 
sentiment  1 — Yes. 

3373.  If  the  majority  were  in  favour  of  it,  it  would  be  enforced,  and  if  they  were 
not,  it  would  not  be  enforced  ? — Yes.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  in  North 
Sydney  because  of  the  large  seafaring  population. 

3374.  I  think  they  have  a  seafaring  population  at  Cow  Bay,  and  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Archibald  was  that  they  could  enforce  the  Act  there,  and  he  attributed  it  to  public 
.sentiment  ? — Public  sentiment  is  everything.     It  is  the  same  with  regard  to  prohibition. 

3375.  Do  you  think  if  Dominion  officers  were  appointed  to  enforce  the  Act,  public 
sentiment  being  as  it  is,  they  would  be  more  successful  than  local  officers? — I  do  not  say 
so,  because  if  public  sentiment  were  in  favour  of  enforcing  the  law,  the  people  would  elect 
their  representatives  to  carry  it  out ;  bvit  you  see  what  is  now  done.  Possibly  if  the 
officers  were  appointed  by  the  Government,  they  might  do  better. 

3376.  Notwithstanding  that  public  sentiment  was  against  it  ? — I  could  not  say 
they  could  do  much. 

3377.  You  think  there  is  no  insurmountable  obstacle  to  the  enforcement  of  the 
the  Scott  Act  1 — That  is  the  experience  of  Sydney  Mines  and  Cow  Bay. 

3378.  What  is  your  experience  as  to  the  enforcement  of  the  law  throughout  the 
province  f — I  have  no  experience,  and  have  not  asked  any  questions  about  it. 

3379.  You  heard  Mr.  Archibald's  statement  as  to  the  City  Council's  action  ? — Yes. 

3380.  It  was  to  the  Town  Council  you  appealed  1 — Yes. 
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By  Mr,  Gigault  : 

3381.  You  spoke  of  the  North-west.  Did  you  ever  stay  there  ? — ^No,  but  I 
saw  it  in  the  paper  that  any  one  could  get  $5  for  a  bottle  of  liquor. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod  : 

3382.  Do  you  think  the  condition  of  things  in  your  town  would  be  better  if  the 
Scott  Act  were  enforced  at  North  Sydney,  so  that  your  men  could  not  get  liquor 
here  1 — Certainly. 

3383.  There  is  a  belief  more  oi;  less  general  that  the  drink  habit  does  affect  men  to 
the  disadvantage  of  the  men  themselves  and  more  or  less  to  the  disadvantage  of  their 
employers.  Have  you  given  some  thought  to  that  ? — Of  course,  the  employers  suffer 
greatly  from  the  reduced  capacity  of  men  for  work.     That  is  in  the  actual  time  a  man 


3384.  That  is  a  disadvantage  to  the  employer  ? — A.  Yes. 

3385.  Sometimes  your  work  is  hindered  somewhat  ? — A.  Yes. 

3386.  Could  you  give  me  anything  like  an  accurate  statement  as  to  the  time  a 
man,  who  is  a  drinking  man,  would  lose  in  two  or  three  months  on  account  of  drinking  ! 
— A.  I  looked  into  it  the  other  day,  and  I  found  that  men  who  are  steady  drinkers 
probably  lose  one-sixth  of  their  time  ;  that  is,  they  are  idle  about  one-sixth  of  the  days 
when  they  might  work. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

3387.  Which  do  you  suppose,  from  your  experience,  would  be  the  most  effectual 
means  of  doing  away  with  intemperance  and  promoting  temperance,  moral  and  religious 
efforts  or  a  legislative  enactment  for  prohibition  ? — I  have  so  little  faith  in  the  possi- 
bility of  carrying  out  prohibition  that  I  really  think  a  high  license  would  be  more 
effective  than  prohibition. 

3388.  Or  than  the  Scott ,  Act  ? — When  the  Scott  Act  is  only  applied  locally,  it 
amounts  to  nothing.  If  the  Scott  Act  or  prohibition  could  be  carried  out  universally, 
it  would  be  better. 

3389.  Which  would  be  most  promotive  of  temperance  ? — Prohibition. 

3390.  But  practically  ? — I  think  high  license. 

3391.  Then,  which  do  you  think  would  be  most  calculated  to  advance  the  cause  of 
temperance  and  suppress  intemperance,  moral  and  religious  means  used  with  the  people 
or  high  Hcense  ? — I  would  join  the  other  thing  with  it.  I  would  have  education  in  the 
public  schools  brought  to  bear  on  the  point. 

3392.  You  would  have  the  traflfic  regidated  and  have  high  license,  and  you  would 
have  the  young  educated  in  the  principles  of  temperance  and  would  use  moral  and 
religious  means  ? — Yes.  Men  who  are  grown  up  and  are  drinkers  will  continue  so,  and 
to  meet  their  case  I  would  have  high  license ;  and  then  I  would  take  every  means  to 
educate  the  rising  generation  to  the  evils  of  liquor,  and  would  teach  temperance  in  the 
public  schools. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

3393.  You  have  a  good  degree  of  prohibition  in  your  town  ? — Yes. 

3394.  You  would  not  think  a  licensed  place  would  be  better  there  now  than  even 
the  measure  of  prohibition  you  possess  ? — I  do  not  know  that  it  would  be  any  worse. 

3395.  Because  the  liquor  is  so  near? — Yes,  within  two  miles  of  a  man's  home.  My 
idea  of  high  license  would  be,  that  you  would  have  control  of  licensed  places  and  would 
see  that  the  liquor  was  pure.  It  would  be  better  for  a  man  to  have  pure  liquor  at  his 
home  than  to  get  the  poison  he  obtains  outside. 

3396.  But  it  would  be  better  if  he  could  not  get  it  at  all  1 — I  have  said  that  prohi- 
bition, if  it  could  be  enforced,  would  be  better,  but  I  do  not  think  it  could  be  enforced. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

3397.  You  think  it  is  impracticable  ? — A.  Yes. 
Richard  BL.  Brown. 
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JOHN  WILLIAM  McLEAN,  M.D.,  of  North  Sydney,  on  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  cis  follows  : — 

By  Jiidge  McDonald : 

• 

3393.  What  is  your  place  of  residence  ? — North  Sydney. 

3399.  Your  occupation  or  calling  ? — Licensed  physician  and  surgeon. 

3400.  How  long  have  you  resided  here  ? — Six  years. 

J  340L  Are  you  a  native  of  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia  1 — Yes. 

.  3402.  Are  you  a  graduate  of  one  of  the  provincial  colleges  ? — I  am  a  graduate  of 

[  McGill  College  of  Montreal. 

{  3403.  During  the  six   years  you   have  resided  here,  have  you  been  practising 

i  medicine  ? — Yes. 

3404.  Have  you  had  many  opportunities  of  observing  the  customs  and  ways  of  the 
people  ? — I  think  so. 

3405.  And  of  observing  the  manner  in  which  the  provisions  of  the  Canada  Tem- 
perance Act  are  carried  out  here  ? — I  think  so. 

3406.  How  do  you  believe  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  is  observed  in  North  Sydney  1 
— I  do  not  think  it  is  observed  at  all  now. 

3407.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  drunkenness  in  the  place  ? — I  do  not  know ;  I  do 
not  see  very  much.  , 

3408.  Do  you  ever  see  liquors  expqsed  for  sale  1 — I  never  do  for  sale,  because  I  do 
not  go  into  those  places  ;  but  I  see  bottles  in  the  windows  and  all  evidences  of  their 
being  on  sale. 

3409.  In  your  opinion,  would  the  passage  of  a  general  prohibitory  Act  against  the 
manufacture,  importation  and  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  by  the  Dominion  Parliament 
be  desirable  ? — I  do  not  know  that  it  would  do  a  great  deal  of  harm,  but  I  do  not  see 
what  good  it  would  do. 

3410.  You  do  not  think-it  would  be  eflFectual  1 — I  do  not. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

3411.  Did  you  hear  the  evidence  of  the  mine  managers  ? — I  heard  Mr.  Brown. 
•i412.  You   heaiti   them    say   that   in  Cow  Bay  and  Sydney  Mines,  the  Act  is 

enforced  1 — I  heard  about  Sydney  Mines. 

3413.  The  condition  of  affairs  at  Cow  Bay  is  very  similar  in  regard  to  tlie  popu- 
lation to  that  in  North  Sydney  1 — Yes. 

3414.  Do  you  know  any  reason  why  the  law  is  not  enforced  here  ? — We  have  not 
a  sufficiently  strong  public  sentiment  here. 

3415.  It  is  because  of  the  existence  of  that  sentiment  that  the  Act  is  enforced  ? — It 
is  owing  to  the  lack  of  it  here  that  it  is  not. 

By  Mr,  Gigault  : 

3416.  Are  you  a  total  abstainer? — Yes. 

3417.  Do  you  think  that  wine,  cider  and  beer  are  very  injurious  to  the  health  ? — I 
would  not  say  that  they^  are. 
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aENRY    RIGBY,   of    Little  Glace    Bay,    on    being  duly  sworn, 


McDonald : 

5  your  occupation  ? — Mine  Manager. 

ur  residence  ? — Little  Glace  Bay,  county  of  Cape  Breton. 

r  from  North  Sydney? — About  19  miles  by  the  way  we  count. 

separate  municipality  ? — No,  it  is  under  the  county. 

)w  Bay  ? — Yes. 

:ind  of  mines  have  you  1 — Coal  mines. 

any  men  are  employed  as  miners  and  otherwise  ? — About  300  men 

[le  settlement  or  village  also  include  people  in  business  ? — Yes,  and 

hermen  ? — Some  fishermen. 

seaport  town? — Yes. 

have  also  a  seafaring  population  ? — Yes. 

ou  here  when  Mr.  Archibald  gave  his  evidence  ? — No. 

Id  be  a  good  deal  like  Cow  Bay  in  the  nature  of  the  settlement? — 

so  large.  i 

1  hear  Mr.  Brown's  evidence  ? — Yes. 

nada  Temperance  Act  is  in  force  in  your  section  of  the  county  ? — In 

iciently  ejiforced  in  your  section  ? — Not  at  all. 

6t  ? — I  suppose  because  of  public  sentiment.     We  endeavoured  at  one 

le  Scott  Act  there.     There  was  a  Scott  Act  League  formed  in  the 

e  members  coming  from  Cow  Bay  and  Little  Glace  Bay,  and  I  think 

Y  and  North  Sydney.     We  endeavoured  to  put  the    Scott  Act  in 

ridally  successful,  and  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  we  should  have  cleared 

►ur  district  altogether,  that  is  out  of  the  village  of  Glace  Bay,  had  we 

pport  from  the  public  authorities. 

)ublic  authorities  being — what  ? — The  County  Council. 

e  councillor  from  your  district  favourable  ? — Partially. 

)r  sold  there  now  ? — It  is  sold  openly. 

y  places  ? — Yes,  in  a  large  number  of  places  for  the  size  of  the  dis- 

lu  able  to  judge  whether  the  liquor  is  pure  or  deleteriously  adulter- 

ay. 

u  judge  by  its  effects  ? — Judging  from  the  effects,  it  is  very  impure. 

do  you  think  that  liquor  is  obtained  ? — Largely  from  Halifax. 

rought  from  any  other  section  ? — There  is  some  smuggling  from  St. 

ere  any  illicit  stills  ? — No,  there  is  nothing  illicit  in  the  shape  of 

think  it  would  be  desirable  to  pass  a  prohibitory  law  for  the  whole 
iting   the  manufacture,  importation  and  sale  of  liquor? — Its  effect 

think  it  could  be  enforced  ? — I  cannot  see  why  not. 
ould  you  propose  to  secure  its  enforcement? — First  and  foremost,  it 
lone  by  the  Dominion  Government, 
jers  appointed  for  the  purpose  ? — Yes. 

ink,  if  it  were  left  to  local  management,  it  would  not  succeed  ? — No. 
.uthorities  would  not  enforce  it  ? — No. 

—They  would  not  have  the  support  of  the  people  of  their  districts, 
sentiment  would  not  be  at  their  back  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 
Ienry  Rigby. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MINUTES   OP   EVIDENCE,    NOVA   SCOTIA.  187 

3452.  You  tnink,  if  the  same  sentiment  could  be  got  in  your  district  as  exists  in 
Sydney  Mines,  it  would  have  the  same  effect  ? — Certainly,  and  even  now  if  we  had  the 
support  of  the  public  authorities. 

3453.  Do  you  find  generally  the  public  authorities  reflect  public  sentiment  ? — They 
are  elected  by  the  public. 

3454.  Has  drunkenness  decreased  in  the  last  few  years  in  Glace  Bay  ? — Yes. 

3455.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that  ? — Partly  to  the  regulations  of  the  authori- 
ties of  the  mines,  and  partly  to  the  temperance  societies  and  the  clergy. 

3456.  You  attribute  it  to  moral  and  religious  teaching  and  to  the  temperance  or- 
ganizations, and  to  the  authority  of  the  employers  ? — Yes,  and  if  that  authority  were 
further  extended  to  the  Government  itself,  I  should  certainly  think  we  ought  to  be  a 
pretty  peaceable  country. 

3457.  At  the  present  time,  the  administration  of  the  Dominion  criminal  law  is 
entrusted  to  local  authorities  ? — It  is  to  the  policemen  who  are  appomted  by  the  Muni- 
cipal Council. 

3458.  The  Dominion  passes  a  law  stating  that  a  man  shall  be  ptinished  for  certain 
offences,  but  the  administration  of  the  law  is  in  the  hands  of  the  local  authorities  ? — 
Yes. 

3459.  Do  you  find  that  the  local  authorities  do  their  duty  in  regard  to  the  Domi- 
nion criminal  laws  ? — Yes. 

3460.  Have  you  any  regular  policemen  in  Little  Glace  Bay? — Yes,  there  is  a  reg- 
ular police  constable  appointed  by  the  Council. 

3461.  Have  you  any  Stipendiary  .Magistrate? — I  am  not  sure  whether  there  is  one 
or  not     We  had  one  and  he  died,  and  I  do  not  know  whether  another  h^  been  appointed. 

3462.  You  have  Justices  of  the  Peace  ? — Yes. 

3463.  What  is  the'  population  of  your  district  ? — It  approaches  3,000.  We  have 
three  collieries,  and  we  lose  a  great  deal  of  time  and  labour  from  drunkenness.  I  think 
two  years  ago  we  must  have  lost  about  ten  per  cent  of  our  work.  In  other  words,  we 
would  have  given  ten  per  cent  more  employment  than  we  did^  but  for  the  effects  of 
liquor.     Within  the  last  two  years  that  has  improved  slightly. 

3464.  Is  the  work  of  other  men  affected  by  drunken  men  being  off  work  ? — The 
output  of  the  men  is  affected. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

3465.  Was  there  ever  a  license  law  at  Glace  Bay  ? — Yes,  there  was. 

3466.  What  was  the  effect  of  that  ? — Then  the  liquor  was  restricted  to  the  licensed 
places,  and  now  it  is  free  everywhere. 

3467.  There  were  not  as  many  unlicensed  places  as  there  have  been  since  ? — No. 

3468.  Were  there  many  ? — Yes,  but  they  were  prosecuted  and  shut  up. 

3469.  Was  the  character  of  the  liquor  which  was  sold  at  the  licensed  places  better 
than  the  stuff  sold  in  the  unlicensed  places  ? — Judging  from  the  effects,  it  was  about  the 
same  as  now. 

3470.  Judge  McDonald  has  pointed  out  that  the  enforcement  of  Dominion  laws  is 
entrusted  to  the  local  authorities.  The  Canada  Temperance  Act  is  a  Dominion  law,  and 
you  say  it  is  not  enforced  as  the  other  Dominion  and  Provincial  laws  are  enforced  ? — 
No,  it  is  not. 

3471.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that  fact? — To  the  influence  of  the  liquor  element. 
I  cannot  understand  that  there  is  any  other  influence  at  work,  because  our  councillors 
are  a  sober  set  of  people,  and  I  should  imagine  that,  if  they  were  influenced  by  the 
liquor  traffic,  they  would  give  their  efforts  to  the  suppression  of  the  trade,  because  they 
do  not  use  liquor,  or  at  any  rate  do  not  abuse  it. 

3472.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  nest  of  notorious  law  breakers,  such  as  these 
Hquor  sellers  must  be  in  counties  where  the  Scott  Act  prevails,  has  vsuch  an  effect  upon 
the  people  who  compose  the  County  Councils  ? — Upon  the  moderate  drinkers. 

3473.  I  understood  you  to  say  the  councillors  were  sober  men? — Yes,  but  they 
have  to  be  elected. 

3474.  The  influence  of  the  illicit  liquor  sellers  prevails  ? — In  our  district,  yes. 
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3475.  Are  the  majority  of  your  men  total  abstainers  ? — No.  AJbout  twenty  per 
cent  would  cover  the  total  abstainers  in  our  district,  but  the  balance  are  not  by  any 
means  drunkards.  I  think  ten  or  twelve  per  cent  of  our  population  would  cover  all  who 
are  addicted  to  the  unrestricted  use  of  liquor. 

3476.  The  others  are  moderate  drinkers  1 — Yes. 

3477.  Are  you  a  total  abstainer? — No,  but  I  have  always  been  temperate. 

3478.  The  condition  of  affairs  at  Glace  Bay  is  very  much  the  same  as  that  which 
prevails  at  Cow  Bay  1 — Very  much  the  same,  only  our  district  embraces  four  collieries, 
and  Cow  Bay  has  only  one.  We  are  the  outlet  for  the  whole  population,  for  the  Inter- 
colonial, the  Reserved,  the  Caledonia  and  the  Little  Glace  Bay  collieries. 

3479.  But  the  general  condition  of  the  population  is  the  same  ? — Yes. 

3480.  Did  you  hear  Mr.  Archibald's  testimony  ? — I  did  not. 

3481.  He  spoke  in  a  very  satisfactory  way  as  to  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act 
at  Cow  Bay  among  the  same  class  of  people,  and  with  him  it  has  been  a  success,  and 
with  your  people  it  has  been  a  failure  ? — I  have  stated  that  we  have  spent  a  good  deal 
of  money  of  our  own  and  employed  the  fines  we  collected  in  enforcing  the  law,  but 
after  six  or  eight  Djonths'  trial  the  Municipal  Council  prosecuted  us  for  those  fines, 
though  they  had  tacitly  agreed  that  we  should  have  them  to  enable  us  to  enforce  the 
law.     We  expended  about  $1,000. 

3482.  The  Scott  Act  is  supposed  to  be  in  force  in  Little  Glace  Bay  ? — The  law 
should  be  in  accordance  with  the  public  sentiment,  as  it  was  passed  by  a  large 
majority. 

3483.  The  same  people  voted  for  the  Council  as  voted  for  the  Scott  Act  ? — Yes. 

3484.  And  yet  they  voted  against  the  prosecutions  ? — Yes^ 

3485.  Under  such  an  order  of  things,  do  you  think  a  general  prohibitory  measure 
could  be  satisfactorily  enforced  ? — Not  unless  the  officers  were  ajjpointed  by  the  general 
Government,  otherwise  I  do  not  believe  it  could  be  enforced. 

3486.  And  an  exception  would  have  to  be  made  in  favour  of  prohibition? — Yes. 

3487.  The  other  laws  might  be  simply  entrusted  to  the  local  authorities  1 — Yes.  T 
am  of  opinion  now  that  the  Scott  Act  could  be  enforced  by  officers  appointed  by  the 
general  Government. 

3488.  Notwithstanding  the  public  apathy  ? — Notwithstanding  that. 

Bi/  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod  • 

3489.  What  percentage  of  loss  of  time  among  your  employees  takes  place  oti 
account  of  drink  ? — About  ten  per  cent. 

3490.  There  was  a  time  when  the  Scott  Act  was  fairly  enforced  in  your  district! 
—Yes. 

3491.  What  was  the  effect  on  the  home  life  and  social  condition  of  the  people  at 
that  time  ? — It  was  restrictive  of  the  use  of  liquor  during  that  time. 

3492.  Did  it  continue  so  long  there  was  any  appreciable  effect  on  the  homes? 
— Of  course  it  did.  Even  six  months  in  that  way  would  affect  the  home  life  of  the 
people  who  used  liquor,  and  the  effects  of  the  abuse  of  liquor  by  the  parents  at  all  the 
different  collieries  is  quite  visible.  Where  liquor  is  not  abused,  the  people  are  thrifty 
and  prosperous  ;  in  the  other  case,  they  are  almost  paupers. 

3493.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  growing  temperance  sentiment  ? — Yes,  I  think  so. 

3494.  In  spite  of  the  difficulties  of  enforcement  and  all  that  ? — Yes. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

3495.  Has  the  existence  of  the  Scott  Act  in  this  county  had  anything  to  do  with 
the  growth  of  public  temperance  sentiment  ? — I  should  say  it  has. 

3496.  Notwithstanding  it  is  openly  and  flagrantly  violated  ? — Yes. 

3497.  Do  you  think,  if  there  were  free  trade  in  liquor,  the  temperance  sentiment 
would  be  promoted  ? — No. 

By  Mr,  Gigavlt : 

3498.  Is  it  not  free  trade  now  ? — No. 
Charles  Henry  Rigby. 
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By  Mr,  Clarke : 

3499.  Not  even  in  Glace  Bay  ? — No,  because  they  are  at  the  mercy  o 
one  who  chooses  to  prosecute  them. 

3500.  Any  one  can  step  in  and  prosecute  these  unlic<msed  liquor  peop 

3501.  And  anybody  does  it  ? — No,  since  the  League  has  gone  out 
They  are  too  much  afraid. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

3502.  Can  you  form  any  esf.iraate  of  the  difference  in  the  homes  and  \ 
of  those  who  are  total  abstainers  and  those  who  are  drinkers  1 — Certainly 
tible  to  every  one  who  goes  into  the  district.  In  the  one  case,  the  people  a 
perous  with  little  places  of  their  own,  while  the  others  never  make  ends  m 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

3503.  How  does  that  apply  to  those  who  take  a  glass  occasionally,  bul 
abstainers  1 — You  find  all  those  who  are  at  all  temperate  are  fairly  prospe 

3504.  Prosperity  is  not  confined  to  the  total  abstainers  ? — No,  but  it  is 

3505.  Those  who  are  absolutely  total  abstainers  but  who  have  in  thei 
homes  the  advantages  and  blessings  of  total  abstinence  ? — Yes. 

3506.  And  yet  the  law  is  held  in  such  contempt  that  it  is  not  enfor< 
A.  That  is  the  case.  There  is  a  feeling  in  all  the  different  districts  that 
should  be  held  in  contempt  and  looked  down  upon.  Perhaps  that  feeling  ] 
to  them  from  their  ancestors  who  came  over  here  in  former  times.  That 
liquor  dealer  being  prosecuted,  and,  although  we  can  pick  up  drunken  n 
them  before  the  magistrate,  they  either  do  not  know  where  they  got  the 
not  tell. 

3507.  But  the  constable  who  enforces  the  law  is  not  held  in  contem] 
he  is  terrorized. 

3508.  Is  he  terrorized  in  other  cases  1 — No,  only  under  the  liquor  law 

3509.  The  people  sustain  him  in  everything  else  ? — Yes. 

3510.  And  not  in  this?— No. 

By  Judge  McDorvald : 

3511.  This  is  a  matter  of  political  economy  to  you  ? — Yes. 

3512.  In  your  district,  the  total  abstainers  are  prosperous  1 — Yes. 

3513.  And  those  who  only  take  a  glass  or  two? — Yes. 

3514.  And  only  ten  or  twelve  per  cent  are  really  degraded  by  drunkc 

3515.  And  they  belong  to  the  class  which  suffers  from  poverty,  and  i 
are. 

3516.  And  yet  that  class  is  rushing  and  dominating  and  terrorizing  1 
cent  of  the  wealth  and  respectability  of  the  community  1— That  is  our  exp 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

3517.  Yet  you  believe  the  fear  of  prosecution  does  somewhat  restrain 
It  does  to  a  considerable  extent. 

3518.  And  if  there  were  an  attempt  to  better  enforce  the  law,  they 
further  restrained  1 — Yes. 
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JOHN  JOHNSTON,  of  Bridgeport,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  :— 
By  Juddge  McDonald : 

3519.  What  is  your  place  of  residence  ? — Bridgeport,  in  the  county  of  Cape  Breton. 

3520.  What  is  your  occupation  or  calling  ? — Mine  manager. 

3521.  How  long  have  you  been  mine  manager? — Since  1st  December  last. 

3522.  Were  you  in  the  employment  of  the  company  before  that  ? — Yes. 

3523.  For  how  long?— Since  1884. 

3524.  How  many  men  are  employed  there  ? — From  300  to  400  men  and  boys. 

3525.  In  the  coal  mine  ? — Yes. 

3526.  Is  it  a  town? — No ;  it  is  a  mining  village. 

3527.  It  is  under  the  County  Council  ?— Yes. 

3528.  The  Scott  Act  is  in  force  there? — In  the  county,  yes. 

3529.  How  is  it  observed  ? — It  is  observed  very  quietly. 

3530.  Is  it  prohibitive  there,  or  is  liquor  sold  ? — I  understand  there  is  some  liquor 
sold. 

3531.  Is  it  confined  to  one  place,  or  is  it  sold  in  more  than  one? — I  can  hardly 
tell  you. 

3532.  How  do  you  thifik  it  is? — I  have  heard  it  said  that  it  is  sold  in  two  or  three 
different  houses.     There  is  no  regular  drink  shop. 

3533.  Are  there  some  merchants  there?- -Yes. 

3534.  There  are  two  or  three  where  it  is  sold? — In  the  locality.  It  is  a  farming 
locality. 

3535.  Is  the  liquor  pure  or  adulterated  ? — I  do  not  know. 

3536.  Are  you  a  totial  abstainer  ? — I  have  been  so  for  years. 

3537.  You  know  nothing  about  the  purity  of  the  liquor? — I  know  there  must  be 
something  wrong  with  it,  because  those  who  drink  it  are  more  fit  for  an  asylum  than 
anything  else. 

3538.  Is  there  much  drunkenness  there  ? — Considerable  at  certain  times. 

3539.  At  what  times? — Once  a  fortnight. 

3540.  Why  then? — Because  the  men  receive  their  wages  then. 

3541.  Has  any  attempt  been  made  to  enforce  the  Act  by  authority  ? — There  has 
been. 

3542.  In  what  way  ? — By  prosecuting,  by  some  one  taking  the  responsibility  of  a 
public  prosecutor  and  getting  the  evidence. 

3543.  Was  that  found  to  be  a  success  ? — Yes. 
3^44.  Were  there  many  convictions  ? — Three. 

3545.  Were  the  fines  paid  ? — No,  the  men  were  imprisoned. 

3546.  Are  those  men  living  there  now  ? — Yes. 

3547.  Are  they  supposed  to  be  in  the  traffic  now  ? — No,  so  far  as  I  know. 

3548.  They  are  not  the  people  you  have  named  as  those  who  are  supposed  to  sell 
now  ? — No,  they  are  not  the  people. 

3549.  Have  you  churches  there  ? — Yes. 

3550.  Have  you  temperance  societies  ? — Yes. 

3551.  You  have  all  the  means  which  are  usually  used  for  the  promotion  of  temper- 
ance ? — Yes,  in  a  small  way. 

3552.  Why  is  it,  do  you  think,  those  places  are  not  closed  up  now  ? — Because  the 
people  do  not  take  the  active  part  they  ought  to  take.  They  do  nothing.  They  know 
the  liquor  is  sold,  but  they  do  not  prosecute. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

3553.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  the  former  efforts  were  successful,  that  you 
convicted  your  men  and  that  in  default  of  paying  a  fine,  they  were  imprisoned,  and  that 
they  are  out  of  the  business  now  ? — As  far  as  I  know. 

3554.  And  how  is  it  that  is  not  kept  up  ? — Owing  to  the  laxity  of  the  people  them- 
selves. 

3555.  They  do  not  desire  to  see  the  Scott  Act  enforced  ? — Yes,  and  they  do  not 
like  the  liquor  dealers  and  their  friends  to  be  down  on  them.     The  temperance  side  is 
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very  small.     They  have  done  everything  to  show  that  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  was 
workable,  but  when  the  people  did  not  stand  beside  them,  they  could  not  continue. 

3556.  Your  district  sends  representatives  to  the  County  Council  1 — Glace  Bay  is 
part  of  the  county. 

3557.  How  can  you  explain  that  the  people  of  this  county  will  vote  for  the  adop- 
tion of  an  Act  to  prohibit  the  sale  of  liquor  and  will  make  no  organized  efforts,  either 
through  the  Council  or  otherwise,  to  enforce  it  1 — My  opinion  is  that  politics  have  a  great 
deal  to  do  with  it. 

3558.  Would  not  that  have  a  great  deal  to  do  with  having  the  Scott  Act  intro- 
duced ? — No  ;  because  at  that  time  tne  public  sentiment  was  strongly  in  favour  of  it, 
for  the  liquor  business  had  gone  so  far  to  demoralize  the  working  people  that  the 
large  majority  were  ready  to  adopt  something  to  save  our  people  from  demoralization. 

3559.  Has  the  Scott  Act  been  fairly  successful,  notwithstanding  its  defects  ? — In 
my  district  it  has,  when  it  has  been  fairly  enforced. 

3560.  Is  there  less  drunkenness  there  now  than  before  the  Scott  Act  was  put  in 
operation  ? — I  was  not  there  at  that  time. 

3561.  You  think  the  Soott  Act  can  be  enforced? — I  do. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod: 

3562.  Do  you  prefer  abstainers  to  drinking  men  as  employees  ? — Yes. 

3563.  Supposing  they  are  not  drunkards,  but  that  they  drink  more  or  less  ? — We 
would  not  employ  men  if  we  knew  they  drank  liquor,  for  we  would  lose  work  by  doing  so. 

3564.  Some  drink  liquor  and  do  not  lose  work  by  it  ? — Oh,  yes. 

3565.  Is  it  your  experience  that  these  men  are  inclined  to  drink  liquor 
so  that  they  will  lose  time  ? — No,  my  experience  is  that  they  drink  on  the  sly  and  do 
not  lose  work.  The  law  of  the  colliery  is  that  they  must  not  drink,  and  they  will  lose 
their  positions  if  they  do,  and  cannot  get  employed  again.  By  taking  drink,  they  dis- 
charge themselves. 

By  Judge  McBoiudd: 

3566.  You  do  not  discharge  a  man  if  he  drinks  without  losing  work  ? — No,  but  if 
they  lose  work  through  their  drink.  .  . 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

3567.  In  the  case  of  a  man  who  drinks  regularly  but  does  not  lose  his  work,  have 
you  any  knowledge  of  what  percentage  of  such  men  come  after  a  few  years  to  lose  work 
through  drink  1 — No  ;  my  experience  is  not  in  that  direction. 

3568.  Did  you  hear  the  statements  of  the  witnesses  this  morning  as  to  the  percen- 
tage of  loss  of  time  ? — I  heard  one  of  the  witnesses. 

3569.  Is  your  experience  the  same  ? — I  have  to  employ  about  ten  per  cent  more 
labourers  than  is  necessary  to  do  the  work  on  that  account. 

3570.  Do  you  think  a  prohibitory  law  well  enforced,  would  have  a  good  effect  upon 
your  work  and  upon  your  employees  ^That  is  my  opinion. 

3571.  And  upon  businass  interests  generally  ? — That  is  my  own  opinion,  but  I  do  not 
speak  for  others. 

3572.  The  men  would  be  more  regular  ? — They  would  save  their  wages  any  way. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

3573.  Do  you  think  a  prohibitory  law\jould  be  enforced  ? — It  entirely  remains  with 
the  people.  If  there  were  proper  machinery  provided,  there  would  be  no  reason  why  it 
could  not  be. 

3574.  You  have  demonstrated  that  you  have  the  machinery  ? — I  do  not  know  that. 
I  saw  this  demonstration,  that  the  Scott  Act  was  workable.   ' 

3575.  You  have  demonstrated  that  the  Act  only  required  to  have  the  machinery 
put  into  motion  ?— Yes. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

3576.  You  say  three  men  were  driven  out  of  the  traffic  ?— Yes. 

3577.  And  jailed  ?— Yes. 

3578.  And  that  settled  them  ? — One  was  settled,  but  two  are  left. 
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A.  C.  BERTRAM,  of  North  Sydney,  journalist  and  publisher  of  North  Sydney 
Herald,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald:  • 

3579.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  North  Sydney? — Since  June,  1873. 

3580.  Have  you  known  North  Sydney  under  license  and  under  Scott  Act  ? — Yes, 

3581.  From  your  knowledge  of  North  Sydney,  what  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  Scott  Act  is  observed  here :  do  you  think  it  is  enforced  or  non-en- 
forced ? — It  is  not  enforced. 

3582.  Do  you  think  there  is  much  sale  of  liquor  in  North  Sydney  ? — Consider- 
able. 

3583.  Do  you  think  there  are  many  or  few  places  in  which  it  is  sold  ? — Many. 

3584.  Could  you,  from  your  observation  or  information,  give  the  Commission  any 
statement  as  to  the  quality  of  liquor  sold,  whether  it  is  pure  or  of  a  deleterious  charac- 
ter?— I  cannot  very  well  speak  as  to  that,  but  I  think  a  good  deal  of  it  is  adulterated. 

3585.  Being  a  journalist,  you  are  an  observer  of  public  events  and  public  matters 
in  the  community  ?— To  some  extent. 

3586.  From  that  observation  and  also  from  your  knowledge  as  a  citizen,  have  there 
been  any  efforts  made  at  any  time  during  the  time  this  Act  has  been  in  force  to  enforce 
it  ? — I  think  on  one  or  two  occasions,  when  1  was  absent  from  the  town.  I  have  been 
away  nearly  every  winter. 

3586a.  Then  you  merely  heard  of  these  efforts  ?—  Yes,  I  heard  of  attempts  being 
made  to  enforce  the  Act,  when  I  was  absent. 

3587.  How  many  years  has  the  Act  been  in  force  ? — About  ten  years,  I  think,  in 
the  county. 

3588.  Do  you  think  that  during  that  time  the  efforts  to  enforce  the  Act  have  been 
of  a  spasmodic  character  ?— Yes. 

3589.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that? — To  a  certain  extent  to  a  lack  of  temperance 
sentiment. 

3590.  There  is  not  a  strong  sentiment  at  the  back  of  the  authorities  1 — No. 

3591.  Either  to  aid  them  or  to  force  them  to  discharge  their  duty  ? — No. 

3592.  Do  you  think  if  such  a  sentiment  existed,  the  authorities  would  be  compelled 
to  carry  out  the  law  1 — I  think  so.  I  believe  the  authorities  ai'e  to  blame  to  a  certain 
extent  for  not  enforcing  the  Act. 

3593.  You  think  that  if  there  were  a  strong  sentiment  in  favour  of  enforcing  the 
Act,  which  would  be  pressing  them  forward,  they  would  be  compelled  to  do  much  more 
than  they  do  ? — I  do. 

3594.  Since  the  Act  came  into  force,  do  you  think  drunkenness  has  increased  or 
decreased  ? — It  has  decreased. 

3595.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that  decrease  1 — I  attribute  it  to  the  fact  that 
there  are  fewer  sea-going  vessels  coming  to  this  port  than  formerly.  Formerly  the 
carrying  trade  was  done  by  sailing  vessels,  but  this  has  not  been  the  case  for  some  time, 
and  now  it.is  done  by  steamers  principally. 

3596.  Do  you  think  there  has  been  an  increase  during  later  years  of  the  efforts  of 
a  religious  and  moral  kind  to  stem  the  tiQe  of  intemperance,  as  compared  with  for- 
merly ? — I  do  not  think  so  in  this  section  of  the  country. 

3597.  Has  there  been  any  other  machinery  in  operation  with  a  view  to  checking 
drunkenness,  which  may  have  proved  of  advantage  ? — I  know  of  none. 

3598.  Have  there  been  any  temperance  organizations  helping  in  that  respect,  by 
inducing  men  to  become  members  of  them  1 — I  cannot  speak  particularly  on  that  point. 

3599.  You  also  have  had  experience  of  the  License  Act? — Yes. 

3600.  Do  you  think  that  under  the  Act,  when  it  was  enforced,  there  were  more  or 
fewer  places  than  now  where  liquor  was  sold  ? — I  think  the  law  was  right,  but  the 
machinery  was  defective. 

3601.  Do  you  think  there  was  sale  under  it  without  license  ? — Yes. 

3602.  Illicit  sale,  as  we  call  it?— Yes. 
A.  C.  Bertram. 
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3603.  Were  there  eflforts  made  to  enforce  the  Act  when  it  was  in  operation  1 — Ves> 
there  were. 

3604.  What  amount  of  success  attended  those  efforts  ? — They  were  not  satisfactory  i 
at  alL 

3605.  So  far  as  your  experience  goes  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  this  community, 
have  the  efforts  to  regulate  the  liquor  traffic  been  successful  1 — No. 

3606.  Your  population,  I  believe,  is  of  a  varied  kind  ? — Yes. 

3607.  It  includes  several  nationalities  ? — Yes. 

3608.  Do  the  mining  people  resort  here  much  ? — Occasionally  they  visit  the  town 
in  numbers,  but  not  very  often,  and  usually  not  in  great  numbers. 

3609.  Are  there  many  manufactories  here  ? — There  are  some. 

3610.  Of  what  kind  ? — There  is  a  boot  and  shoe  factory  and  others. 

3611.  Do  you  think  there  is  a  consumption  of  liquor  in  this  conmiunity  that  could 
be  called  moderate  drinking,  that  is  people  who  drink  liquor  but  who  do  not  drink  to 
excess? — Yes,  I  think  so. 

3612.  And  are  there  a  certain  number  of  persons  who  abstain  altogether? — Yes, 
who  abstain  altogether  from  drink. 

3613.  Where  do  you  think  the  liquor  that  is  consumed  here  is  obtained? — From 
various  places,  principally  from  Halifax  and  St.  Pierre.  ' 

3614.  Do  you  believe  it  would  be  to  the  benefit  of  the  Dominion  and  of  this 
community  to  have  a  prohibitory  law,  prohibiting  the  manufacture,  importation  and 
sale,  passed  by  the  Dominion  Parliament  ? — I  do  not  think  so.  I  do  not  think  the  law 
could  be  enforced,  and  it  would  become  a  dead  letter. 

3615.  You  do  not  think  it  would  be  effective? — No. 

3616.  Do  you  think  it  would  have  the  same  difficulty  to  meet  with  as  the  present 
enactment  has  to  encounter  in  the  way  of  public  sentiment  ? — I  think  the  greatest 
danger  would  come  from  our  trade  connections  with  St.  Pierre,  which  is  in  close  proxi- 
mity to  this  Island,  and  with  such  an  extensive  coast  line  and  so  many  harbours,  it  would 
be  utterly  impossible  to  enforce  the  law. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

3617.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  operation  of  the  Act  throughout  the  pro- 
vince generally  ? — No,  not  outside  of  this  island. 

3618.  You  mean  outside  the  Island  of  Cape  Breton  ? — ^Yes. 

3619.  Is  the  Scott  Act  in  force  in  all  the  four  counties  of  this  Island  ? — No,  only 
in  two  counties.     The  provincial  license  law  is  in  force  in  Richmond  and  Victoria ;  the    - 
Scott  Act  is  in  force  in  this  county  and  in  Inverness. 

3620.  Where  the  license  law  is  in  force,  are  licenses  issued  under  it  in  those  counties 
you  have  named  ? — No ;  I  think  only  in  one,  in  Richmond. 

3621.  What  is  the  condition  of  affairs  in  Richmond  under  the  license  law  ? — I  think 
the  sale  of  liquor  has  been  somewhat  curtailed,  and  that  it  is  confined  to  a  few  places. 

3622.  Are  those  licensed  places  ? — Yes. 

3623.  There  is  not,  then,  as  much  illicit  traffic  in  places  in  this  Island  where  the 
provincial  liquor  law  is  taken  advantage  of  and  licenses  issued  under  it  ? — I  cannot 
speak  positively,  but  I  am  under  the  impression  that  there  is  not. 

3624.  The  Scott  Act  is  practically  a  dead  letter  in  the  other  three  counties? — Yes ; 
you  can  get  liquor  in  any  of  the  towns,  at  least  in  every  town  in  which  I  have  been. 

3625.  It  has  been  thought  by  some  of  the  witnesses  that  if  the  officers  were  ap- 
pointed by  the  Dominion  Government,  instead  of  by  the  municipalities,  to  enforce  the 
Canada  Temperance  Act,  they  would  be  more  faithful,  efficient  and  successful.  Is  that 
your  opinion  ? — That  is  my  opinion,  because  they  would  be  responsible  to  the  central 
Government  for  their  conduct,  and  I  think  officials  under  the  central  Grovemment  would 
be  more  likely  to  discharge  the  duties  of  their  office.  There  would  also  be  proper 
machinery  provided. 

3626.  Do  you  think  an  Act  prohibiting  the  manufacture,  importation  and  sale  of 
Hquor  throughout  the  Dominion,  could  be  enforced  ? — I  cannot  speak  for  other  sections 
of  the  Dominion,  but  speaking  for  this  section,  I  do  not  believe  it  could  be  enforced  on 
this  Island. 

21—13 
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3626a.  Do  you  think  that  if  there  were  a  strong  public  sentiment  in  favour  of  the 
Enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act,  it  would  be  a  practicable  measure,  that  is  to  say;  it  could 
be  enforced  ? — In '  no  places  where  they  have  attempted  to  enforce  the  Act  have  they 
been  successful ;  but  in  some  cases  I  think  the  enforcement  of  the  Act  caused  a  number 
of  small  dens  to  be  opened  in  which  liquor  was  sold,  and  this  caused  a  greater  evil  effect 
in  this  community  than  the  other  places,  because  young  men  went  there  in  the  evening 
and  drank. 

3627.  Has  the  decrease  in  drunkenness  here  been  brought  about  by  the  existence 
of  the  Scott  Act  ? — No,  certainly  not. 

3628.  What  is  the  moral  effect  on  this  community  of  having  a  law  like  the  Scott 
Act  on  the  statute-book,  which  is  openly  and  flagrantly  violated  ? — I  think  when  the 
Scott  Act  was  first  placed  on  the  statute-book  and  came  into  force  in  this  county,  the 
liquor  people  were  opposed  to  it ;  now,  I  believe  the  liquor  people  would  uphold  it. 

3629.  Why  ? — Because  they  find  it  a  total  failure  and  it  can  never  be  enforced  here. 

3630.  There  are  no  restrictions  as  to  the  sale  of  liquor? — No. 

3631.  And  they  can  sell  to  all  hands? — Yes. 

3632.  Is  that  a  desirable  state  of  affairs  ? — No.  I  think  it  is  not  a  desirable  state 
of  things  to  have  a  law  violated,  for,  in  my  opinion,  a  law  should  be  observed. 

3633.  Then  you  hold  that  the  moral  effect  of  the  continuous  violation  of  the  law  is 
bad  ? — I  am  more  strongly  convinced  that  a  prohibitory  law  could  not  be  enforced  from 
some  experience  I  had  out  West.     In  Calgary  I  found  liquor  was  openly  sold. 

3634.  Do  you  mean  in  the  North-west  Territory  ? — Yes. 

By  Mr.  Gigault : 

3635.  Did  you  travel  through  the  North-west  ? — I  was  out  through  the  North- 
west as  far  as  the  coavst  last  spring. 

3636.  Was  a  prohibitory  law  in  force  then  ? — Yes,  in  the  Territories. 

3637.  And  yet  liquor  was  sold  ? — Yes,  over  the  bar. 

3638.  Do  you  know  that  the  prohibitory  law  in  the  North-west  was  enacted  by 
the  Dominion  Government? — Yes. 

3639.  And  do  you  know  that  such  a  law,  so  enacted,  has  been  tried  to  be  enforced 
by  the  Federal  Mounted  Police  and  by  officers  of  the  Dominion  Government  ? — Yes.  At 
this  particular  place  there  was  no  restriction — at  the  Alberta  hotel  in  Calgary. 

3640.  It  has  been  contended  before  this  Commission  that  if  a  prohibitory  law  were 
enacted  by  the  Dominion  (government  and  enforced  by  the  officers  of  the  Dominion 
Government,  it  could  be  effectively  enforced.  A  prohibitory  law  has  been  enacted  for 
the  North-west  by  the  Dominion  Government  and  has  been  attempted  to  be  enforced 
by  the  Dominion  Police  and  Dominion  government  officers,  and  yet  I  understand  you 
to  say  it  was  not  enforced.  Was  that  the  case  ? — The  fact  that  liquor  was  sold  indiscrimi- 
nately there,  at  that  time,  may  have  been  owing  to  the  fact  that  on  1st  May,  two 
weeks  afterwards,  there  was  to  be  a  license  law  in  operation,  and  the  authorities  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  no  use  endeavouring  to  enforce  the  existing  law.  I  think 
there  is  a  license  law  in  force  there  now.  •  Two  weeks  before  that  law  came  into  force 
they  sold  liquor  indiscriminately  in  Calgary. 

3641.  And  the  Dominion  officers  did  not  try  to  enforce  the  law? — I  saw  no 
attempts  made  ;  liquor  was  sold  over  every  bar. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

3642.  Did  you  have  any  experience  of  a  Dominion  prohibitory  law  previous  to 
that  ? — I  cannot  speak  except  as  to  this,  that  I  was  told  that  in  some  of  the  new  towns 
out  there  parties  would  go  there  and  put  up  shanties  and  get  a  certain  amount  of  liquor 
and  adulterate  it.  In  fact  they  would  make  liquor.  They  would  put  a  certain  propor- 
tion of  beer  into  a  cask  and  add  some  of  Perry  Davis'  Pain  Killer  and  Eno's  Fruit  Salt, 
and  put  some  vitriol  in  and  manufacture  a  compound  which  they  would  sell  for  twenty- 
five  cents  a  glass  in  Calgary.  Some  respectable  people,  including  Mr.  McConnell,  of 
Ontario,  told  me  this. 

A.  C.  Bertram. 
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3643.  Are  not  the  clergvmen  here  putting  forth  efforts  to  promote  temperance  ? — 
"Yes.  I  think  the  Catholic  clergy  a  year  ago,  or  in  the  winter  of  1890,  did  good  service 
in  this  county  by  reading  a  pastoral  letter  from  Bishop  Cameron.  It  had  a  great  effect 
in  reducing  the  sale  of  liquor  in  this  town  for  a  short  time. 

3644.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  working  of  the  Scott  Act  in  other  parts  of 
Nova  Scotia  ? — No,  I  have  not ;  except  that  in  all  the  towns  that  I  have  visited  I  have 
never  seen  one  where  you  could  not  get  liquor  if  you  wanted  it. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

3645.  Have  they  any  licenses  in  Calgary  1 — They  had  not  then. 

3646.  When  was  that  1 — In  April  of  this  year. 

3647.  I  have  an  idea  that  a  year  ago  Calgaiy  issued  some  fifteen  licenses  for  the 
sale  of  drink? — I  was  told  by  a  number  of  parties  in  Calgary  that  there  were  no  licenses 
then,  but  that  they  were  to  have  licenses  issued  from  1st  May. 

3648.  And  they  were  feeling  pretty  good  over  it  ? — I  understood  the  prohibitory 
la^v  covered  the  whole  territory. 


THOMAS   C.    HILL,  of   Sydney,   barrister,   on   being  duly  sworn,   deposed  as 
follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

3649.  In  what  county  is  Sydney  ? — In  the  county  of  Cape  Breton. 

3650.  What  is  its  population  1  About  2,500.         % 

3651.  Has  it  a  corporation  of  its  own? — Yes. 

3652.  How  many  councillors  are  there  ? — Six. 

3653.  And  a  Mayor?— Yes. 

3654.  How  many  policemen  have  you  ? — One  policeman. 

3655.  And  a  Town  Clerk  ?— Yes. 

3656.  Do  you  remember  when  the  town  was  under  the  license  law  ? — Yes ;  but 
there  were  no  licenses  granted. 

3657.  You  remember  when  the  town  came  under  the  Scott  Act  ? — Yes. 
3658,'  Was  that  about  ten  years  ago  ? — Yes. 

3659.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  when  the  town  weis  under  the  License  Act 
no  licenses  were  granted  ? — Yes. 

3660.  Why  ? — Because  they  refused  to  grant  them — the  sessions. 

3661.  Do  you  mean  the  magistrates'  sessions? — Yes. 

3662.  Corresponding  to  the  Quarter  Sessions  in  England? — Yes. 

3663.  What  was  the  mode  of  granting  licenses  at  that  time  ? — The  Grand  Jury  in 
sessions  recommended  the  applicants,  and  they  were  appointed. 

3664.  And  in  regard  to  this  town  the  sessions  refused  to  grant  any  licenses  ? — Yes. 

3665.  So  before  the  passage  of  the  Scott  Act,  this  town  was  under  license  ?— Yes. 

3666.  At  that  time  was  there  any  sale  of  liquor? — Yes,  liquor  was  sold  freely. 

3667.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  licenses  were  not  issued.  Were  attempts  made 
to  enforce  the  law  against  sellers  ? — Yes,  spasmodically. 

3668.  What  has  been  the  effect  of  the  Scott  Act,  has  it  prevented  the  sale  of  liquor  ? 
— There  were  no  proceedings  taken  under  the  Scott  Act  for  sopae  years,  until  Sydney 
was  incorporated.  When  it  was  incorporated,  I  was  instructed  to  prosecute,  and  I  did  so. 

3669.  Were  you  instructed  to  prosecute  by  the  Council  ? — Yes,  in  my  official  cap- 
acity of  Town  Clerk. 

3670.  With  what  effect  ? — I  put  an  end  to  the  sale  of  liquor  in  Sydney. 

3671.  You  believe  it  ceased  entirely  ? — I  know  it  ceased  entirely. 

3672.  Does  that  state  of  things  exist  now  ? — It  does  not. 

3673.  Why  ? — In  the  first  place,  there  were  very  large  expenses  thrown  on  the  pro- 
secutors in  consequence  of  the  illegal  proceedings  of  the  County  Court  Judge,  and  the 
expenses  grew  to  be  so  large  that  public  sentiment  was  aroused  against  the  Act  by  the 
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friends  of  the  liquor  trade ;  and  temperance  representatives  were  put  out  of  the  Council 
and  the  friends  of  the  liquor  dealers  put  in: 

3674.  How  did  that  occur :  were  a  majority  of  the  electors  favourable  to  the  liquor 
party  1 — I  suppose  so,  and  against  the  Scott  Act ;  they  considered  it  was  a  failure  on 
account  of  the  very  great  expenses  incurred — and  all  this  was  on  account  of  the  iUegal 
decisions  of  the  County  Court  Judge. 

3675.  It  is  not  for  me  sw  Acting  Chairman  to  protect  the  County  Court  Judge,  but 
you  profess  to  be  a  member  of  his  profession  and  a  barrister:  do  you  not  think  you  have 
Tised  rather  strong  terms  ? — It  may  be  so,  but  they  are  none  too  strong.  He  often  un- 
dertook to  issue  writs  of  certiorari,  and  we  would  have  to  apply  to  the  Supreme  Court. 

3676.  Was  the  effect  on  the  people  such  that  they  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
was  too  expensive  and  difficult  to  enforce  the  law  ? — Yes. 

3677.  And  they  let  it  go  ?--Yes. 

3678.  Is  that  the  state  of  things  now  ? — Yes. 

3679.  With  what  result  ? — With  the  result  that  the  sale  of  liquor  is  free. 

3680.  Are  there  many  places  which  sell  ? — A  great  many. 

3681.  Have  they  decreased  or  increased  within  the  last  10  years  in  the  town?— I 
do  not  think  I  am  very  well  qualified  to  speak  as  to  that  matter,  for  I  am  never  out  late. 

3682.  Then  you  will  not  speak  one  way  or  another  ? — No. 

3683.  What  kind  of  a  population  have  you  at  Sydney  ? — A  very  respectable,  quiet 
population. 

3684.  Do  you  have  any  floating  population  of  sailors  and  people  of  that  kind  ? — No, 
we  have  not  much  shipping. 

3685.  Have  you  many  people  of  the  mining  class  in  the  town  ? — No,  nor  of  the 
manufacturing  class. 

3686.  Is  it  like  a  town  in  ike  rural  districts  ? — Yes,  we  have  very  little  manufac- 
turing, mining  or  shipping. 

3687.  Have  you  many  manufacturing  industries  ? — Yes,  they  are  small. 

3688.  You  say  that  the  sale  of  liquor  is  what  may  be  called  widespread,  that  it  is 
sold  in  a  good  many  places.  Have  you  had  any  opportunity  of  forming  an  opinion, 
from  observation  and  knowledge,  of  the  character  of  the  liquor  sold,  whether  it  is  much 
adulterated  or  not  1 — No,  I  cannot  say. 

3689.  Are  there  many  arrests  in  your  town  ? — No,  not  many. 

3690.  Are  there  many  of  what  are  known  as  drunk  and  disorderly  characters  ?— 
There  is  not  much  dnmkenness  in  Sydney. 

3691.  Is  the  drinking  of  a  quiet  and  moderate  character? — ^Yes;  there  is  some 
drunkenness.     When  an  English  ship  was  in  the  other  day,  I  saw  a  dozen  or  more 
sailors  lying  drunk  on  the  bank  at  one  time.     That  is  very  unusual.     They  were  from  • 
a  man  of  war. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

3692.  What  is  the  name  of  the  ship? — The  "  Emerald,"  I  think,  but  I  am  not  certain. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

3693.  Where  is  the  liquor  obtained  that  is  sold  there  ? — I  think  principally  from 
Halifax,  but  I  know  very  little  about  that  matter. 

3694.  Do  you  think  any  is  brought  in  from  St.  Pierre? — I  hardly  think  any  comes 
direct  from  St.  Pierre  to  Sydney,  it  may  go  to  North  Sydney  and  from  there  to  Sydney. 

3695.  Do  you  think  that  the  passage  by  the  Dominion  Parliament  of  a  prohibitory 
law,  one  that  would  prohibit  the  manufacture,  importation  and  sale,  would  be  desir- 
able ? — I  think  it  certainly  would  be. 

3696.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  likely  to  be  enforced  ? — I  do  not  know  anything 
about  that.  If  it  were  carried  out  by  the  Dominion  Government  in  the  same  manner 
in  which  they  enforce  the  Inland  Revenue  Act,  no  doubt  it  would  be  enforced. 

3697.  You  had  no  difficulty  in  Sydney  in  enforcing  the  Scott  Act  until  it  was 
made  too  costly  and  troublesome  ? — Not  the  slightest. 

Thomas  C.  Hill, 
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3698.  You  found  that  there  was  a  public  sentiment  in  its  favour  ? — If  we  had  the 
^^nes  now,  I  would  undertake  to  enforce  the  Act  all  through  the  county.  You  cannot, 
3<»owever,  have  the  Act  enforced  and  have  all  the  fines  taken  by  those  opposed  to  it. 

3699.  The  Order  in  Council  passed  by  the  Dominion  Government  turns  over  the 
:0nes  to  the  municipal  body  ? — It  is  almost  impossible  to  tell  from  the  Order  in  Council 
-where  they  should  go.     The  County  Council  sued  me  for  the  fines  and  got  judgment, 
-which,  however,  they  never  had  the  courage  to  enforce. 

3700.  That  order  was  passed  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act  ? — Yes. 

3701.  How  did  they  use  it? — To  prevent  the  enforcement  of  the  Act.  * 

3702.  How  do  you  mean  ? — They  turned  out  an  official  who  would  enforce  the  Act, 
and  put  in  an  official  who  would  not  do  so  ;  I  refer  to  the  County  Council  and  the 
Town  Council. 

3703.  When  the  change  was  made  in  the  Town  Council  ? — The  friends  of  non- 
observance  made  it  too  hot  for  me  as  Town  Cleric.  They  also  turned  out  the  constable 
who  would  enforce  the  Act. 

3704.  And  put  in  men  who  were  in  sympathy  with  non-observance  1 — Yes. 

3705.  When  the  Town  Council  appointed  you,  was  public  sentiment  in  favour  of 
the  enforcement  of  the  Act  ? — Not  at  that  time. 

3706.  Is  it  now  ? — They  think  the  Act  was  then  as  it  is  now,  they  do  not  know 
the  difference 

3707.  How  large  a  vote  was  polled  at  the  time  the  Act  was  adopted  ? — I  think 
the  majority  was  very  large. 

3708.  Was  a  large  majority  of  the  whole  vote  polled  ? — I  think  not,  I  do  not 
remember. 

3709.  Although  thiere  was  a  large  majority  in  favour  of  the  Act  ? — Yes. 

3710.  How  do  you  account  for  the  fact  that  although  a  large  majority  of  the  people 
of  the  county  voted  for  it,  the  County  Council  was  unfavourable  to  the  Act  ? — I  cannot 
tell  you,  for  I  do  not  know.  There  may  have  been  other  matters  influencing  the  election 
of  members  of  the  County  Council,  I  cannot  tell  you  how  that  was. 

3711.  That  is,  however,  the  fact? — The  County  Council  is  equally  divided  except 
one  vote  ;  the  casting  vote  at  any  time  will  turn  the  scale  in  the  County  Council. 

3712.  I  suppose,  as  a  lawyer,  you  know  the  present  state  of  the  law ;  that  the 
Dominion  Parliament  passes  the  criminal  laws  and  the  Provincial  Legislature  and  local 
authorities  look  after  the  enforcement  of  them.  Suppose  the  Dominion  made  an  enact- 
ment and  left  it  to  be  administered  by  the  local  authorities,  would  it  have  a  bad 
effect  ? — Yes,  in  Nova  Scotia. 

3713.  Why? — Because  the  Nova  Scotia  Legislature  is  in  favour  of  entire  pro- 
hibitory legislation. 

3714.  So  even  with  the  present  enforcement  of  the  Act,  and  its  removal  from 
municipal  influences,  you  think  it  would  be  a  success  ? — Yes,  I  think  so,  in  Nova  Scotia. 

By  Mr.  Gigault  : 

3715.  Cannot  you  bring  the  Government  to  do  so  ? — Do  you  mean  at  present  ? 

3716.  Yes  ? — The  Government  have  no  power  at  the  present  time. 

3717.  Cannot  they  enact  such  a  law  ? — I  think  it  would  be  all  right  if  we  could 
get  an  officer  to  do  his  duty. 

f 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

3718.  The  question  is  whether  the  Provincial  Legislature  being  favourable  to  the 
enforcement  of  the  Act,  cannot  pass  an  Act  to  procure  the  enforcement  of  the  law  ? — 
The  Provincial  Government  cannot  pass  any  prohibitory  law  for  the  Province. 

3719.  The  Dominion  Government  has  made  an  enactment  by  which  the  people  of 
a  province  are  able  to  adopt  an  Act  locally  ? — The  Provincial  Government  has  no  right 
to  legislate  ia  regard  to  constables.  The  Provincial  Government  could  readily  pass  an 
Act  providing  that  the  Government  might  appoint  officers  to  enforce  the  law. 

3720.  Have  any  efforts  been  made  to  get  that  legislation  ? — I  do  not  think  that 
legislation  is  necessary. 
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3721.  Do  you  find  the  Act  broken  for  the  lack  of  constables?—!  do  not  say  so.  I 
say  if  we  had  the  fines  now  we  could  enforce  the  Act. 

3722.  Do  you  mean  through  the  ordinary  officers  of  the  law  ? — Yes.  We  do  not  do 
so  because  it  is  too  expensive.  We  cannot  pay  the  costs  when  the  fines  collected  go  to 
our  enemies. 

3723.  We  have  been  told  that  prosecutions  have  been  instituted  here  and  have 
been  successful  ? — Yjbs,  and  they  made  money  out  of  them. 

3724.  Suppose  some  of  your  constables  were  put  forward  and  instituted  prosecutions 
and  obtained  convictions  :  what  then  ? — You  cannot  get  constables  to  do  that.  The 
expense  is  too  great. 

3725.  What  is  the  expense  of  laying  an  information  before  the  Magistrate  1 — 
Trifling. 

3726.  Would  the  case  be  carried  further? — Yes. 

3727.  On  what  grounds  ? — I  cannot  tell  you. 

3728.  On  what  grounds  ? — The  principal  ground  has  been  that  our  Stipendiary 
Magistrate  had  no  jurisdiction.  There  were  fifty  grounds  put  forward,  and  no  sooner  was 
one  objection  settled  than  another  objection  was  set  up. 

3729.  The  cases  were  carried  to  the  Supreme  Court  ? — Yes,  an  enormous  expendi- 
ture was  entailed  ;  we  have  spent  thousands  of  dollars  on  the  cases. 

3730.  Have  those  points  been  settled  ? — A  great  many  have  been  settled,  and  a 
great  many  have  not  been  settled,  because  they  have  not  required  to  be  settled. 

3731.  Suppose  they  are  settled,  how  does  the  matter  now  stand  ? — I  think  the  way 
in  this  county  is  clear. 

3732.  You  mean  if  the  people  will  take  the  matter  up  ? — Yes  ;  but  the  people  will 
not  take  it  up,  because  of  the  great  expense. 

3733.  You  think  as  the  law  now  stands,  there  would  be  clear  sailing  ? — I  am  certain 
of  it. 

Bi/  Mr.  Clarke : 

3734.  Do  you  refer  to  this  town  in  particular? — I  refer  particularly  to  Sydney. 

3735.  Your  recollection  carries  you  back  beyond  the  time  the  Scott  Act  was  adopted 
in  this  county  ? — Yes. 

3736.  What  was  the  condition  of  affairs  then? — Very  much  like  now,  not  much 
difference. 

3737.  There  were  no  licenses  in  North  Sydney  ? — Yes. 

3738.  There  was  the  provincial  license  law  in  existence.  If  the  Scott  Act  were 
repealed  now  by  the  people,  the  liquor  license  law  would  come  into  force,  I  suppose  ? — 
Yes. 

3739.  Would  it  be  a  simpler  and  more  efficient  and-  less  expensive  method  of 
bringing  about  prohibition  to  repeal  the  Scott  Act  and  take  advantage  of  the  prohibitory 
clauses  of  the  Liquor  License  Act  of  the  province  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

3740.  Would  the  enforcement  of  these  prohibitory  clauses  of  the  Liquor  License 
Act  of  this  province  result  in  the  expenditure  of  as  much  money  as  is  necessary  under 
the  Scott  Act  ? — I  am  not  much  acquainted  with  the  License  Act  ;  I  have  had  no  expe- 
rience of  it,  but  I  have  simply  read  it  through.     I  know  the  Scott  Act  thoroughly. 

3741.  In  your  opinion  is  the  Scott  Act  a  workable  measure? — Yes. 

3742.  Does  a  similar  condition  of  things  exist  in  Sydney  to  that  which  has  been 
shown  to  exist  here :  a  flagrant  and  constant  violation  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — Liquor  is  sold 
freely  in  Sydney ;  it  is  sold  openly  by  any  one  ;  it  is  upheld  by  the  Town  Council  of  Sydney. 

3743.  How  long  is  it  since  the  last  attempt  was  made  in  Sydney  or  North  Sydney 
to  enforce  the  provisions  of  the  Canada  Temperance  Act? — Something  like  two  years. 

3744.  And  the  people  have  been  alarmed  at  the  expense  which  has  been  entailed, 
and  they  have  dropped  the  prosecutions  ? — Yes. 

3745.  Could  you  suggest  any  law  that  might  be  framed  which  would  carry  out 
with  less  expense  the  prohibition  of  the  sale  of  liquor  ? — No,  except  to  make  the  law 
general.  It  would  be  easier  if  the  whole  Dominion  were  under  a  prohibitory  law,  than 
if  one  county  were  under  it. 

Thomas  C.  Hill. 
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3746.  What  machinery  would  you  suggest  for  the  enforcement  of  a  general  prohi- 
bitory law  ? — I  would  suggest  the  same  machinery  as  is  used  under  the  Inland  Revenue 
Act" 

3747.  What  authority  should  appoint  the  officers  ? — I  do  not  know  much  about 
those  matters, 

3748.  Are  you  speaking  of  the  Inland  Revenue  law,  without  having  had  any 
experience  in  regard  to  it  ? — Yes,  altogether. 

3749.  Is  the  public  sentiment  of  the  community  in  favour  of  the  enforcement  of 
the  Inland  Revenue  law  1 — I  cannot  tell  you  that. 

3750.  Is  the  Inland  Revenue  law  fairly  well  enforced  ? — I  think  so,  so  far  as  I 
know. 

3751.  How  do  you  account  for  the  fact  that  the  Canada  Temperance  Act,  notwith- 
standing the  experience  of  your  town  in  regard  to  its  enforcement,  is  fairly  well  Civrried 
out  in  Cow  Bay  and  at  Sydney  Mines  ? — I  am  aware  of  the  fact. 

3752.  The  evidence  given  by  two  gentlemen  connected  with  the  mines  showed  that 
the  law  is  enforced  at  those  places  and  the  sale  of  liquor  is  practically  prohibited  ? — If 
it  is  so,  it  is  within  the  last  month,  I  think.  I  know  there  were  some  prosecutions  in 
Cow  Bay  a  month  ago. 

3753.  I  understood  you  say  that  the  expense  entailed  by  the  people  of  this  juris- 
diction has  been  largely  incurred  owing  to  the  decisions  of  the  County  Judge? — Yes. 

3754.  Do  the  Judges  in  other  counties  of  the  Island  and  province  take  the  same 
view  with  respect  to  these  matters  as  thkt  County  Judge  has  taken  ? — No. 

3755.  Have  you  had  any  experience  of  the  operations  of  the  law  in  other  counties  ? 
— Not  much.     I  have  followed-  the  newspaper  reports. 

3756.  What  conclusion  have  you  come  to,  from  following  the  newspaper  reports, 
as  to  the  operation  of  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  throughout  Nova  Scotia  generally  1 
— T  can  hardly  answer  that  question. 

3757.  You  have  not  formed  any  opinion  ? — Hardly.  I  know  they  have  had  their 
difficulties  in  some  places.  I  know  that  in  Yarmouth  the  Act  was  well  enforced,  but  it 
is  only  an  impression  on  ray  mind.    I  know  nothing  about  it. 

3758.  But  I  understand  you  to  say  that  in  Sydney  and  North  Sydney  it  is  not 
enforced  1 — No. 

3759.  It  is  practically  a  dead  letter  ? — Yes. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

3760.  You  spoke  of  the  County  Court  Judge  taking  an  illegal  course.  I  suppose 
that  is  not  only  your  opinion,  but  you  argue  that  from  the  fact  that  the  Supreme  Court 
prohibited  him  from  doing  those  things  to  which  you  have  referred,  as  that  the  measures 
were  illegal  ? — I  spoke  of  the  judgment  given  by  the  Supreme  Court  with  respect  to  his 
decisions. 

3761.  What  was  the  expense  incurred  by  the  illegal  course  of  the  County  Court 
Judge? — I  imagine  something  like  $1,000. 

3762.  You  think  that  discouraged  the  people  and  made  them  fear  there  might  be 
a  repetition  of  a  like  expense,  and  that  has  been  the  trouble  1 — Yes. 

3763.  From  your  experience  of  the  Scott  Act,  and  you  have  evidently  had  a 
thorough  experience,  would  you  favour  its  repeal  ? — Nf),  I  would  not. 

3764.  Do  you  believe  that  if  you  now  had  an  honest  officer  and  the  fines  available 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Act,  it  could  be  enforced  in  Sydney  and  North  Sydney  and  in 
every  part  of  the  county  1 — Yes  ;  there  would  be  no  trouble  about  it. 

3765.  Do  you  believe  a  well  enforced  law  for  total  prohibition,  a  law  prohibiting 
the  manufacture,  importation  and  sale  of  alcoholic  liquors  for  beverage  purposes,  would 
benefit  the  country  at  large  1 — I  do  not  think  there  can  be  any  question  about  it. 

3766.  Morally  as  well  as  materially  1 — I  do  not  see  how  any  one  can  question  it. 

3767.  Do  you  think  a  prohibitory  law  could  .be  as  well  enforced  as  you  believe  the 
Scott  Act  could  be  enforced,  if  there  were  the  available  means  ? — Yes,  and  better. 

3768.  In  that  it  would  prevent  the  importation  and  manufacture  as  well  as  the 
^le  ? — Yes,  and  have  efficient  officers  to  enforce  it. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


200  ROYAL   COMMISSION   ON  THE   LIQUOR  TRAFFIC. 

3769.  The  Scott  Act,  I  understand  you  to  say,  is  not  well  enforced  in  Sydney.  Do 
you  think  that  the  Act,  while  it  is  not  well  enforced,  has  a  good  effect  in  the  commu- 
nity ? — I  think  so. 

3770.  In  what  way,  and  to  what  extent? — It  renders  the  traffic  disreputable  ;  any- 
thing that  is  illegal  must  become  disreputable. 

3771.  And  in  that  way  it  creates  a  sentiment  in  favour  of  the  Act? — I  think  so. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

3772.  How  long  have  you  been  at  the  bat? — About  twenty  years. 

3773.  Do  you  believe  that  to  have  upon  the  statute-book  a  law  which  is  flagrantly 
and  openly  violated  in  the  presence  of  the  community  is  less  evil  than  to  have  the 
traffic  itself  made  legal  ? — No. 

3774.  As  a  moral  educator,  which  would  have  the  worse  effect  ? — I  do  not  see  the 
possibility  of  having  the  traffic  licensed. 

3775.  Supposing  the  Scott  Act  were  repealed  and  the  Provincial  License  Act  came 
into  force,  do  you  think  there  would  be  a  moderate  number  of  licenses  issued  ? — I  think 
not. 

3776.  So  the  people  of  Sydney  would  prefer  to  have  the  sale  of  liquor  without  any 
let  or  hindrance,  and  without  having  any  licenses  issued? — I  presume  so. 

3777.  What  is  the  reason  ?     Is  it  because  they  are  opposed  to  a  license  law  ? — Yes. 

3778.  As  a  lawyer  and  a  moral  man,  which  do  you  think  would  be  the  better 
educator  of  the  two  ?  Do  you  think  the  Council  would  be  willing  to  grant  licenses  if 
the  people  would  sign  for  them  ? — Perhaps  the  people  would  sign  for  them. 

3779.  Which  do  you,  as  an  educator,  think  would  be  the  better  state  of  things,  to  have 
a  license  law  or  a  law  on  the  statute-book  apparently  in  force  but  really  openly  broken  ? — 
I  should  prefer  to  have  the  law  as  at  present ;  we  can  keep  it  up  and  enforce  it  when 
we  please — we  can  hold  it  as  a  terror  over  them. 

3780.  What  is  the  terror  over  the  people  ? — They  fear  its  enforcement. 

3781.  The  evidence  from  Cow  Bay  showed  a  good  state  of  things  there  and  the 
evidence  from  Sydney  Mines  showed  an  admirable  state  of  things  ? — We  are  hoping  for 
that  state  of  things  every  day  in  Sydney. 

3782.  What  steps  are  you  taking  to  realize  the  hope? — We  are  working  among 
the  electors  so  as  to  be  able  to  change  the  Council. 

3783.  What  steps  are  you  taking  ? — We  are  taking  steps  very  gradually. 

3784.  You  are  endeavouring  to  return  a  Council  that  will  compel  the  law  to  be 
enforced  ? — Yes,  we  nearly  get  a  majority  every  time. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

3785.  Do  you  believe  that  the  delegalization  of  the  traffic  produces  a  good  moral 
effect,  and  that,  in  consequence,  the  people  will  not  enter  the  liquor  places  and  violate 
the  law  ? — I  think  many  people  would  not  think  of  going  there  ;  but  under  a  license  law 
they  might  go  there. 

3786.  I  desire  to  ask  you  with  respect  to  your  experience  before  the  Canada 
Temperance  Act  come  into  force  ? — I  had  very  little  experience. 

3787.  I  think  you  said  that  the  condition  of  things  was  better  before  prohibition 
than  it  is  now  ? — I  said  that  drunkenness  had  decreased. 

3788.  Has  it  decreased  since  the  Scott  Act  came  into  force  ? — I  cannot  say ;  I  think 
it  has.     Drunkenness  has  decreased  considerably  during  the  Itist  year. 

3789.  Notwithstanding  what  amounts  to  free  trade  in  liquor  ? — Yes.  • 

3790.  Would  the  throwing  down  of  all  opposition  to  the  free  sale  of  liquor  continue 
to  produce  the  effect  it  has  produced  during  the  past  eight  years,  a  decrease  in  drunken- 
ness ? — I  think  it  would  have  the  opposite  effect. 

3791.  You  think,  then,  the  delegalization  of  the  traffic  and  permitting  liquor  to  be 
sold  without  any  restriction  produces  temperance,  causes  less  drunkenness,  but  to  give 
free  trade  and  legalize  the  traffic  would  increase  drunkenness  ? — I  think  so. 

Thomas  C.  Hill. 
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By  Judge  McDonald  : 

3792.  You  think  the  traffic  itself,  whether  licensed  or  unlicensed,  is  an  evil  ? — I 
think  so. 

3793.  From  the  beginning  to  the  end  ? — I  think  so. ' 

3794.  You  think  a  man  who  would  sign  a  petition  for  a  license  under  a  license  law 
is  authorizing  an  evil  ? — I  certainly  would  not  sign  a  petition  for  a  license. 

3795.  You  think  he  would  be  helping  on  evil  1 — I  think  so.     There  is  no  question 
that  an  immense  amount  of  evil  is  done  by  drinking  liquor. 


ANDREW  L.  ANDERSON,  of  Cow  Bay,  underground  manager  at  Gowrie  Mines, 
on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald: — 

3796.  How  long  have  you  been  at  Gowrie  Mines  ? — Twenty  years. 

3797.  Have  you  been  engaged  in  mining  during  all  that  time  % — I  have  been  twenty 
years  underground  manager  of  the  mines. 

3798.  Have  you  been  acquainted  with  the  working  of  the  old  license  law  and  the 
Scott  Act  % — I  was  there  when  the  old  license  law  was  in  operation. 

3799.  Are  you  brought  largely  in  contact  with  miners  ? — A.  Yes. 

3800.  In  your  opinion,  has  there  been,  during  the  twenty  years  you  have  been 
there,  an  increase  in  the  sobriety  of  the  men  1 — Yes. 

3801.  Has  there  been  a  marked  increase? — Yes. 

3802.  Will  that  remark  apply  to  the  community  as  a  whole  ? — Yes. 

3803.  Has  there  been,  during  that  time,  what  I  may  call  a  multiplication  of  the 
moral  and  religious  efforts  on  behalf  of  temperance  ? — Yes. 

3804.  These  efforts  have  greatly  increased  ?— A.  Yes. 

3805.  Has  there  been  an  increase  in  the  organizations,  especially  those  for  the  pro- 
motion of  temperance,  such  as  the  Sons  of  Temperance  and  others  % — When  I  went  to 
the  place  there  was  a  division  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance  in  existence.  Since  that  time 
there  has  been  an  organization  called  the  League  of  the  Cross,  and  the  Women's  Chris- 
tian Temperance  Union  established. 

3806.  So  that  formerly  there  was  one  society  there  and  now  there  are  three  societies  ? 
— Y^. 

3807.  I  suppose  they  all  work  in  harmony,  with  the  idea  of  helping  on  the  cause  of 
temperance  and  doing  what  they  can  to  repress  intemperance  ? — Yes,  and  suppress  the 
liquor  traffic. 

3808.  A  few  years  ago,  ten  or  twelve  years,  I  understand  the  ratepayers  adopted 
what  is  known  as  the  Scott  Act  % — Yes,  eight  or  ten  years  ago. 

3809.  They  did  this  with  a  view  to  still  further  increase  temperance  % — Yes. 

3810.  From  your  observation,  what  has  been  the  effect  of  the  adoption  of  that  Act 
in  the  locality  with  which  you  are  acquainted  ? — During  ray  time  I  think  we  have  had 
at  one  time  six  or  eight  licensed  shops  in  Cow  Bay,  and  we  have  had  as  high  as  eleven  or 
twelve  illicit  sellers,  parties  selling  without  a  license,  while  at  the  same  time  the  license 
law  was  in  force.  Now  we  have  not  any  ;  there  are  supposed  not  to  be  any.  If  we  find 
any,  we  prosecute  the  parties. 

3811.  So  far  as  you  know,  there  are  none  % — No. 

3812.  You  do  not  think  a  person  could  buy  liquor  at  Cow  Bay? — No.  Some 
strangers  might  get  it  there,  but  the  parties  would  not  sell  to  inhabitants  of  Cow  Bay. 

3813.  How  has  the  observance  of  the  law  been  brought  about  ] — By  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  Scott  Act. 

3814.  Has  it  been  owing  to  the  action  of  the  people  of  the  section] — Yes. 

3815.  Has  public  opinion  been  in  favour  of  that  enforcement  % — Yes ;  that  was 
what  produced  it. 
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itiment  of  the  community  been  so  strong  as  to  enable  the 
,  to  work  out  the  Act  in  our  locality.  If  a  man  came  in 
nt  to  work  ourselves  and  we  got  $5  here  and  $5  there,  and 
roSecuted  that  individual. 

of  the  pnjsecution§  yourselves? — We  work  the' Act,  but  we 
aty.     That  did   not,  however,  prevent   us,  for  we  went  on 

been    very    beneficial,  I  understand  you  to    say? — The 
had  the  officer  put  out  of  office. 

been  enforced,  and  intempewnce  having  been  practically 

that  you  give  credit  for  the  sentiment  prevailing  in  the 

led  you  to  do  this  to  the  moral  and  religious  efforts  that 

md  to  the  education  of  the  people,  especially  the  generation 

this  had  on   the  habits  of  the  people,  compared  with  their 

las  made  them  more  frugal  and  more  moral,  as  temperance 

10  longer  drink  to  degrade  our  young. 

ikenness  there  ? — We  have  not  any. 

there  is  more  prosperity  ? — There  is  more  prosperity  and 

\e  County  of  Cape  Breton  there  is  at  least  this  one  com- 
is  a  success,  and  where  the  results  have  been  for  good  ? — 

lilors  get  liquor  ? — We  have  not  a  large  number  of  sailors 

Our  sailors  do  not  drink  much. 

et  it  from  the  people  in  the  locality  ? — They  are  strangers 

r  drinking  or  anybody  drunk. 

m   are  thrown    upon  your  own  resources,    I    understand. 

igistrate  ? — No  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 

id  policeme.n  ? — No. 

kI: 

ee  of  drunkenness  in  Cow  Bay  ? — No. 

,  Archibald's  statement  about  the  loss  of  wages  to  men  who 

tt  men  who  drink  lose  time  and  lose  wages? — I  have  good 
^s.     As  underground  manager  I  have  to  deal  with  the  men 

lose  time  on  account  of  drink  ? — Yes.     Twenty  years  ago, 
ago,  men  would  lose  as  much  as  1  o  per  cent, 
nged  ? — Yes,  it  is  changed.     We  have  not  had  any  of  that 
.rs.     Everybody  is  working  and  ev^erybody  is  comfortable, 
ht. 
is  kept  away  ? — Yes,  because  the  rum  is  not  there. 
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MARTIN  J.  FORAN  of  North  Sydney,  Special  Officer  of  Ci 
sworn,  deposed  as  foUows  : — 

By  Jiuige  McDmiald.  , 

3834.  How  long  have  you  held  your  present  office  ? — Eleven 

3835.  Have  you  during  all  that  time  resided  in  North  Sydne 

3836.  As  Preventive  Officer,  is  it  your  duty  to  see  that  1 
observed  and  that  all  dutiable  articles  are  entered  at  the  Customs 

3837.  Are  you  ever  called  upon  to  make  seizures  ? — Yes. 

3838.  Have  you  had  occasion  to  make  any  seizures  of  liquors 

3839.  What  has  been  done  with  the  liquors  ? — They  were  sol 

3840.  Do  you  recollect  by  whom  they  were  purchased,  whethe 
by  local  people  or  by  strangers  ? — Some  by  local  dealers  and  some 

3841.  Were  th.3y  sold  in  bulk  ? — They  were  sold  in  small  qm 

3842.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  some  were  bought  by  lo( 
bought  for  private  consumption  ? — Yes. 

3843.  And  some  were  l:x)ught  by  outsiders  ? — Yes,  and  for  ot 
Wnce. 

3844.  How  many  seizures  during  the  11  years  have  been  ma 
kind  ? — I  have  made  1 0  or  11,  I  suppose,  small  and  large,  but  I  < 
about  any  more. 

3845.  Do  you  suppose  liquors  are  smuggled,  which  you  are  r 
Yes,  that  might  be  so. 

3846.  Cases  in  which  you  supposed  smuggling  to  have  occuri 
could  not  get  the  required  proofs  ? — Cases  that  did  not  come  unde 

3847.  From  what  section  would  that  smuggling  take  pla 
mostly. 

3848.  By  vessels  of  any  particular  character,  or  by  vessels  o\ 
vessels  of  all  characters,  but  principally  by  a  class  of  small  vessels- 

3849.  Have  you  been  able  to  form  an  opinion  of  the  clas 
smuggled  ?     Are  they  spirits  ? — Yes. 

3850.  Not  ales?— No. 

3851.  You  mean  whisky  and  brandy  ? — Whisky  and  brandy 
small  quantity  of  wines. 

3852.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  the  Scott  Act  is  well 
cipality  ? — I  do  not  know. 

3853.  Do  you  think  liquors  are  sold  here  ? — Yes. 

3854.  From  your  knowledge,  do  you  believe  that  a  prohibito 
nion,  prohibiting  the  importation,  manufacture  and  sale  of  liquo 
enforced  ? — I  suppose  if  the  Dominion  Government  were  to  put 
around  the  coast  and  harbours,  it  might  be  enforced.  I  mean  a 
might  be  able  to  enforce  the  Act. 

3855.  Without  such  a  force,  would  there  be  smuggling? — It 
to  do  it  with  a  local  force. 

3856.  Do  you  think  it  could  be  done  with  the  present  o 
twice  as  many. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

3857.  Do  you  remember  what  was  the  av^erage  price  per  gal 
smuggled  liquor  when  it  was  sold  1 — It  always  went  qvqt  the  dutj 

3858.  Then  the  price  would  be  much  less  than  that  at  Halifai 
was  great,  it  would  sometimes  go  as  high  nearly  as  the  price  paye 
for  it  in  regular  trading,  except  the  cost  of  freight. 

3859.  Then  it  would  be  a  profitable  transaction  for  people  w 
buy  smuggled  liquor  ? — I  suppose  they  could  not  lose  anything  by 

3860.  Is  it  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  Scott  Act  foi 
under  those  circumstances  and  take  it  into  their  houses  1 — I  could 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OVAL   COMMISSION    ON   THE    LIQUOR  'TRAFFIC. 

ling  could  be  carried  on  in  this  way  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
ss  than  they  could  be  purchased  at  in  a  regular  way  at  Halifax 
.t  just  about  the  same  rates,  I  suppose,  as  they  would  cost  at 

>  the  Scott  Act,  you  have  stated  that  it  is  not  rigidly  observed 
w,  I  do  not  think  it  is.     There  is  liquor  sold  in  the  town. 

lit  : 

rgy  making  any  efforts  to  promote  temperance  1 — Yes,  all  the 

I  think. 

has  been  made  to  efforts  put  forth  by  Bishop  Cameron,     Had 

1 — Yes,  indeed  they  had  a  great  effect.- 

ig  intemperance  1 — Yes,  and  in  making  a  great  many  people  total 

jrs  of  people. 

\fcLeod  : 

i  you  to  say  the  Customs  law  is  violated  sometimes  ? — Not  to  my 

d  the  law  was  violated  and  you  seized  the  goods  1 — Yes. 

ct  is  that  you  did  seize  a  certain  quantity  of  liquors  ? — Yes,  and 

in  the  warehouse  now. 

J  were  disposed  to  \4olate  the  law^  and  you  interfered  with  them  1 

ik  this  portion  of  the  law  is  demoralizing  ? — I  think  so, 

ik  it  would  be  a  good  tiling  to  repeal  the  Customs  law  because 

izing  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

Donald : 

ou  believe  that  the  Scott  Act  was  passed  with  a  view  to  aid  the 
in  producing  good  effects  ? — I  suppose  so. 

le  Customs  Act  was  passed  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  revenue  ? 
ihe  revenue, 
ects  are  different  ? — Yes,  they  are  quite  different. 


1  stated  that  the  sentiment  of  the  community  is  required  to 
rs  to  discharge  their  duties.    Is  that  so  ? — I  find  the  people  with 
ive  also  found  the  liquor  sellers  with  me. 
I  strongly  favourable  to  the  enforcement  of  the  law  in  regard  to 

3  the  same  feeling  in  regard  to  infractions  of  the  Canada  Tempe- 
be  any  difficulty  in  enforcing  it  ? — I  suppose  there  would  not  ; 
?out  it. 

McLeod  : 

le  were  not  with   you,   would  you  try  to  enforce   the  law  ? — 

s  your  duty  as  an  official  ? — Yes. 


Scott  Act  is  not  enforced  and  if  public  sentiment  has  nothing 
msilnlity  for  its  non-enforcement  rests  on  the  official^  ? — T  should 

all  right  ? — 1   think  if  the  Act  were  like  the  Customs  Act  it 
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DONALD  McAULAY,  of  Little  Glace  Bay,  tailor,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed 
as  follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

3882.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Little  Glace  Bay  ? — About  27  years. 

3883.  Have  you  during  that  time  been  closely  connected  with  temperance  work  ? — 
Not  all  the  time. 

3884.  Have  you  lately  been  so  engaged  ? — Yes. 

3885.  Little  Glace  Bay  is,  I  believe,  where  Mr.  Rigby  lives  ? — Yes. 

3886.  It  is  not  an  incorporated  place,  I  understand  ? — No. 

3887.  You  have  no  Stipendiary  Magistrate  ? — Not  this  year. 

3888.  You  have  no  Council  of  your  own  % — No. 

3889.  You  are  governed  by  the  County  Council  ? — ^Yes,   by  the  County  Council, 
which  meets  at  Sydney. 

3890.  I  understand  that  the  Scott  Act  is  in  force  in  your  community  ? — Yes,  it  is 
supposed  to  be. 

389 L  So  far  as  you  have  observed,  is  there  free  sale  of  liquor  there? — It  is  sold. 
The  Scott  Act  is  in  force  in  the  county.      Liquor  is  freely  sold  in  Little  Glace  Bay. 
389^.  In  how  many  places  is  it  sold  1 — In  7  or  8  places. 

3893.  What  is  the  population  of  the  settlement? — I  cannot  tell. 

3894.  Is  it  a  village  community  ? — Yes,  at  the  coal  mines. 

3895.  I  suppose  some  merchants'  shops  and  the  post  .office  and  some  general  stores 
go  to  make  up  the  place  ? — Yes. 

3896.  Is  there  much  drunkenness  there  ? — Sometimes. 

3897.  What  class  of  people  get  drunk,  or  do  all  classes  ? — Not  all  classes.     There 
are  certain  people  who  drink  regularly  and  there  are  others  who  drink  once  in  a  while. 

3898.  There  are  some  people  who  drink  occasionally  and  some  pretty  frequently? — 
Yes,  and  some  pretty  often. 

3899.  Then,  some  get  drunk  and  some  are  total  abstainers  ? — Yes. 

3900.  You  have  several  churches  there,  I  suppose  ? — Yes. 

390 L  Have  you  some  temperance  societies? — We  have  the  Sons  of  Temperance 
and  the  Lee^ue  of  the  Cross  and  another  society,  of  which  I  cannot  tell  you  the  name. 

3902.  Is  it  the  Women's  Christiah  Temperance  Union  ? — No,  it  is  something  con- 
nected with  the  League  of  the  Cross. 

3903.  These  societies  and  the  churches  are  using  religious  and  moral  efforts  with  a 
view  to  helping  the  cause  of  temperance,  I  suppose  ? — ^Yes. 

3904.  Have  you  noticed  that  their  efforts  have  been  attended  with  any  success  ? — 
In  some  cases.  / 

3905.  They  have  been  promotive  of  benefit  ? — Yes. 

3906.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  free  sale  of  liquor  in  that  community  ? — It  is 
because  the  people  do  not  put  the  Scott  Act  in  force. 

3907.  Did  you  hear  the  evidence  given  this  afternoon  by  Mr.  Anderson  in  regard 
to  the  state  of  affairs  at  Cow  Bay  ? — I  did. 

3908.  Do  you  think  that  is  a  happy  state  of  affairs  ? — Yes. 

3909.  Why  could  you  not  have  the  same  state  of  affairs  at  Little  Glace  Bay  ? — They 
tried  it  there,  but  it  failed.  They  got  into  trouble  with  cases  at  the  Sydney  County 
Court,  and  they  became  tired  of  the  matter. 

3910.  Have  you  reason  to  suppose  that  the  liquors  sold  there  are  of  a  pure  cha- 
racter, or  are  injurious  from  adulteration? — 1  do  not  think  some  of  them  are  very  good. 

3911.  You  mean,  judging  from  the  effects,  they  are  not  good? — Yes.  You  see  a 
man  walking  in  the  street,  and  in  less  than  half  an  hour  you  see  him  lying  down.  I 
was  talking  w)  a  man  three  or  four  weeks  ago  who  had  had  about  one  glass,  and  you 
could  smell  the  liquor  on  him.     In  less  than  half  an  hour  he  was  lying  down. 

3912.  Do  you  know  where  such  liqu^s  are  obtained? — Yes. 

3913.  Where  ? — In  the  liquor  stores  there. 

3914.  Do  you  think  the  people  make  those  liquors,  or  import  them  ? — I  think  they 
import  them.     What  they  do  with  them  afterwards,  I  do  not  know. 
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irke  : 

the  people   found  some  difficulty  with  the  County  Court  Judge  in 
58  ?— Yes. 

attempt  been  made  to  call  the  attention  of  the  authorities  to  the 
^hich  you  have  described,  so  that  an  investigation  might  be  held  ? 
)  authorities  appointed  to  do  the  work,  but  they  tried  to  do  it  and 
sry  nearly  got  through  with  it,  when  they  gave  it  up. 
bink  a  prohibitory  law  for  the  whole  Dominion  could  be  success- 
ew  of  your  experience  with  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  think  so,  if  the 
3  do  it. 
no  local  municipal  government  in  Little  Glace  Bay  ? — Ko. 

-.  McLeod  : 

^present  any  labouring  men's  society? — No,  the  Sons  of  Temperance. 


iDONALD,  of  Cow  Bay,  miner,  on   being  duly  sworn,   deposed  as 

McDonald  : 

I  here  when  Mr.  Anderson  gave  his  testimony  ? — Yes. 

^ree  with  him  in  his  opinion  ? — Yes. 

ible  to  confirm  what  he  said  in  regard  to  the  state  of  affairs  at  Cow 

'.  McLeod  : 

in  charge  of  any  workmen  ? — No,  I  work  among  the  crowd. 

n  observed  the  effects  of  the   drink    habit  among  miners  ? — Yes, 

Commission  your  impression  of  the  effect  upon  the  men  and  on 
1  their  wage-earning  power  ? — The  effect,  in  the  first  place,  is  loss 
cased  almost  loss  of  life,  although  this  has  not  happened  in  many 
J  not  long  ago  a  young  man  lost  his  life  when  he  was  under  the 
Poverty  is  another  result,  discord  among  families  and  other  troubles 
ition.  All  these  occur  through  the  liquor  traffic  and  th^  use  of 
ay  their  earnings  and  their  time  j  so  there  is  quite  a  percentage  of 

k  the  percentage  was  not  overestimated  by  the  manager  ? — No. 
h  is  quite  an  item  in  regard  to  their  earnings  for  the  support  of 
families. 

eir  earnings  they  spend  an  amount  for  drink  ? — Yes. 
k  their  families,  accordingly,  suffer  in  many  ways  ? — I  do.    I  think 
lives  are  more  confortable,  more  happy  and  are  worth  more, 
link  the  law  is  enforced  at  Cow  Bay,  and  that  it  has  helped  to  keep 
i  not  have  been  sober  otherwise  ? — I  do. 

McDoiwld : 

mce  given  by  witnesses  goes  to  show  that  the  law  is  enforced  at 
oduced  a  happy  state  of  affairs  among  the  people  ? — We  are  daily 

find  the  efforts  put  forth,  religious  and  moral  efforts,  by  the  different 
5  different  temperance  societies  are  continued  all  the  time? — Yes. 
p  work  is  in  harmony  with  the  enforcement  of  the  Act ;  so  that 
agreement   as   regards    the   sentiment  of    the  community   on  this 

.ULAY. 
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3932.  And  the  results  are  beneficial  ? — Yes.  I  was  at  a  meeting  of  the  Work- 
ingmen*s  Association  last  night.  They  passed  a  resolution  setting  out  that  they  wanted 
total  prohibition.  ♦ 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod : 

3933.  Do  you  repre.sent  the  Workingmen^s  Association  ? — I  think  if  the  Scott  Act 
were  carried  out,  it  would  be  what  we  require. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

3934.  The  wish  of  those  people  is,  you  say,  that  there  should  be  a  prohibitory  law 
for  the  Dominion  ? — Yes. 

3935.  In  your  opinion,  would  such  a  law,  a  law  prohibiting  the  manufacture, 
importation  and  sale  of  liquor,  be  successful  ? — I  think  so. 

3936.  Do  you  think  it  could  l)e  enforced  ? — Yes. 

3937.  You  judge  that  from  your  own  local  experience  1 — Yes. 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

3938.  Do  you  think  such  an  Act  necessary  for  your  district  ? — If  there  was  such 
a  law,  it  would  be  effective. 

3939.  I  understood  that  such  an  effort  had  been  made  at  Cow  Bay  that  the  sale  of 
Uquor  had  been  fairly  pi*ohibited  ? — Yes,  I  think  it  is.  That  statement  was  nearly 
correct.  I  just  mention  this  matter  to  show  that  the  great  majority  of  the  workingmen 
want  to  be  clear  of  liquor  altogether. 

3940.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  they  are  clear  of  it  now  ? — Yes.  They  do  not 
want  any  licenses  or  anything  that  would  allow  it  to  be  there. 

3941.  Do  you  think  a  prohibitory  law  could  be  more  successfully  operated  and 
enforced  than  the  Canada  Temperance  Act,  which  you  have  at  Cow  Bay? — I  do  not 
know.  I  am  not  very  clear  on  that  point ;  I  have  not  had  time  to  give  it  much  con- 
sideration. 

3942.  You  spoke  of  the  young  men  and  the  good  influences  that  were  brought  to 
bear  on  them  ? — Yes. 

3943.  Was  there  a  determined  effort  made,  immediately  after  the  Scott  Act  was 
passed,  to  close  up  the  drinking  places '? — Not  to  my  knowledge ;  I  could  not  say.  I 
live  five  miles  away. 

3944.  What  is  the  average  daily  or  weekly  wages  of  miners  under  ordinary  condi- 
tions, take  a  miner  who  does  not  use  liquor  at  all  and  works  the  ordinary  hours  at  the 
mine,  and  is  a  fair  average  workman  ? — I  suppose  it  would  be  on  an  average  about 
$2  a  day. 

3945.  For  how  many  hours  work  i — For  8  or  9  hours. 

•3946.  The  earnings  of  men  who  are  given  to  excessive  use  of  liquor  and  who  lose 
time  in  consequence,  would  be  accordingly  reduced? — Yes,  there  would  be  a  reduction 
in  time  and  a  reduction  in  wages. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

3947.  Do  you  ever  have  any  cases  of  drunkenness  among  your  own  men? — 
Scarcely  ever. 

3948.  Where  do  they  get  liquor,  if  they  do  obtain  it  ?— According  to  reports,  and 
I  have  evidence  of  the  fact,  they  get  it  from  St.  Pierre. 
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GEORGE  H.  DOBSON,  of  North  Sydney,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  fol- 
lows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

3949.  What  is  your  calling  or  occupation  ? — I  am  engaged  in  shipping  coal. 

3950.  How  long  have  you  resided  here  ? — Twenty-one  years. 

3951.  Have  you  been  in  business  all  that  time  ?— -Yes. 

3952.  Have  you  had  any  knowledge  of  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  in  this 
community  ? — Yes,  I  have  had  some  knowledge  of  it. 

3953.  Do  you  believe  it  is  effectually  enforced  here  ? — No. 

3954.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  sale  of  liquor  in  this  community  ? — ^Yes,  there  is 
some. 

3955.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that  ? — I  think  it  is  owing  to  the  lack  of  interest 
to  put  the  law  in  force. 

3956.  And  have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  operation  of  the  Act  outside  of  the 
town  ? — Only  wha€  I  have  heard  from  the  different  sections,  Cow  Bay  and  Sydney,  and 
Sydney  Mines. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

3957.  Then  the  Act  can  be  enforced,  if  the  people  desire  it  to  be  enforced  ? — Yee 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

3958.  You  are  a  business  man  ? — Yes. 

3959.  Wholesale  or  retail,  or  both  ? — In  the  wholesale  flour  and  grocery  trade. 

3960.  You  sell  to  whomsoever  you  can  ?  Would  you  prefer  to  sell  to  merchants  in 
a  town  where  the  Scott  Act  is  well  enforced,  or  in  a  town  where  there  is  either  the 
license  law  or  the  illicit  sale  ? — We  decidedly  prefer  to  sell  to  temperance  men. 

3961.  Why? — For  different  reasons.  They  are  more  attentive  to  business,  and 
generally  have  more  level  heads  and  are  safer  to  deal  with. 

3962.  Take,  for  instance,  a  town  where  the  drink  trade  is  flourishing.  The  man  to 
whom  you  sell  is  himself  a  total  abstainer,  or  one  who  does  not  yet  drink  to  excess,  and 
his  business  is  npt  therefore  interfered  with.  Do  the  merchants  in  a  town  where  the 
Act  is  well  enforced  and  there  is  no  drink  trade  except  in  a  small  and  illicit  way,  or  the 
merchants  in  a  town  where  the  trade  is  licensed  and  flourishing,  buy  the  larger  quan- 
tity ? — We  sell  mostly  in  country  sections,  to  small  merchants  in  different  districts. 
I  find  the  sections  of  the  country  where  the  people  do  not  drink  are  those  in  which  the 
merchants  generally  have  better  paying  power. 

3963.  Because  they  have  better  success  ? — They  have  a  better  class  of  customers. 

3964.  Customers  who  pay  more  regularly  ? — I  find  that  the  sections  where  liquor  is 
used  by  the  people  are  poorer  then  where  it  is  not. 

3965.  Take  North  Sydney  as  an  illustration.  Are  there  any  considerable  number 
of  families,  the  heads  of  which  are  men  who  drink  to  excess  ? — I  am  not  perhaps  suffi- 
ciently acquainted  with  many  families  to  say,  but  there  is  considerable  liquor  used  here. 

3966.  Have  you  sufficient  knowledge  to  enable  you  to  say  whether  the  head  of  a 
family,  who  is  a  regular  drinker,  has  a  greater  purchasing  power  than  the  head  of  a 
family  who  is  not  a  drinker  ? — As  a  rule,  I  find  more  poverty  where  strong  drinks  are 
used  than  where  they  are  not. 

3967.  Take  two  families  each  earning  $1,000  a  year.  The  head  of  one  family 
drinks  to  excess  and  the  other  does  not.  Which  buys  the  most  groceries,  potatoes,  &c.  t 
— The  man  who  does  not  use  liquor. 

3968.  So  the  drink  trade  is  injurious  to  other  business  in  town  ? — I  think  there  is 
less  paying  power  in  consequence  of  it,  and  it  therefore  injures  the  merchants  in  col- 
lecting their  bills.  In  travelling,  I  notice  that  the  towns  where  no  liquor  is  sold  are 
wealthier  and  altogether  better  off  than  those  where  it  is  used.  I  make  a  tour  in  Nova 
Scotia  once  or  twice  a  year,  and  I  have  been  all  over  the  Dominion. 

3969.  You  agree  with  the  statement  that  the  law  is  not  enfqrced  in  North  Sydney  ? 
—Yes. 

George  H.  Dobson. 
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3970.  What  do  you  think  is  the  reason  1 — Perhaps  one  reason  is  that  the  temper- 
ance sentiment  is  not  strong  and  firm  enough  to  put  it  into  force.  One  great  hind-' 
ranee  to  its  enforcement  is  that  some  of  the  leading  business  houses  in  the  town  are 
against  us  in  their  sympathies. 

3971.  Why  ? — When  we  move  in  the  matter  we  know  where  their  sympathies  are. 
To  put  the  Scott  Act  in  force  needs  subscriptions  and  assistance,  and  we  know  where 
the  men  are  who  desire  the  law  to  be  put  in  force.  I  do  not  desire  to  particularize. 
When  the  example  of  prominent  business  men  in  this  respect  .is  followed  by  others,  it 
creates  a  damp  feeling  on  those  who  desire  to  have  the  Act  put  in  force. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

3972.  Are  those  prominent  business  men  generally  level-headed  men  in  the  con- 
duct of  their  business  ? — I  would  not  judge  of.  that. 

3973.  Are  they  gentlemen  who  would  take  every  legitimate  means  of  advancing 
their  interests  1 — I  judge  so,  yes. 

3974.  They  do  not  assist  in  enforcing  the  law  ? — No. 

3975.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  you  say  the  enforcement  of  the  law  would 
advance  their  interests  ? — Yes. 

3976.  Did  you  ever  have  any  knowledge  of  the  enforcement  of  the  law  in  the  State 
of  Maine  ? — I  have  been  there,  but  I  do  not  know  anything  about  the  enforcement  of 
the  law. 

3977.  In  what  towns  in  this  province  have  you  been  ? — Every  town.    , 

3978.  Do  you  find  that  the  provisions  of  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  are  observed 
in  all  the  towns  where  it  is  supposed  to  be  enforced  ? — No. 

3979.  Where  is  it  behind  ?— In  Yarmouth. 

3980.  In  any  other  places  ? — I  often  think  there  is  more  of  progressive  life,  more 
active  business  people  in  places  other  than  those  where  liquor  is  freely  sold,  and  where  the 
business  men  drink.     In  Yarmouth,  the  business  men  as  a  rule,  do  not  drink. 

3981.  What  is  the  population  of  Yarmouth  1 — I  do  not  know,  but  I  suppose  from 
5,000  to  8,000. 

3982.  Are  there  any  towns  in  Nova  Scotia  where  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  is 
enforced  ? — I  have  not  followed  closely  the  operations  of  the  Canada  Temperance  Act, 
but  I  have  noticed  the  habits  of  business  men.  Truro  is  a  prosperous  town.  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  Canada  Temperatnce  Act,  or  what  Act  is  in  force  there,  but  the  lead- 
ing business  men  in  Truro  are  on  the  temperance  side  of  the  question.  I  believe  myself 
that  the  right  law  is  prohibition.  ' 

3983.  Do  you  think  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  can  be  enforced  ? — The  difficulty 
is  about  taking  it  into  the  courts  and  fighting  it.  It  makes  it  expensive  for  the  tem- 
perance people  to  put  it  in  operation,  and  they  cannot  do  it  unless  they  are  wealthy. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

3984.  Do  you  think  the  expense  that  may  be  involved  is  one  reason  why  it  is  not 
enforced  here  1 — Yes. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

3985.  Has  any  attempt  been  made  to  call  the  attention  of  the  authorities  to  the 
judgments  given  in  the  County  Court  ? — I  do  not  know. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

3986.  With  your  large  experience  and  strong  opinion,  have  you  attempted  to 
convince  these  business  men  on  this  point  1 — We  have  talked  the  matter  over. 

3987.  Do  you  realize  that,  if  the  evidence  given  to-day  is  true,  this  community 
occupies  a  very  unenviable  position  as  a  law-abiding  community  ? — I  have  not  heard 
the  evidence. 

3988.  The  evidence  is  that  there  is  sale  of  liquor  open  and  untrammelled,  that  there 
are  at  least  fifteen  places  in  the  town  where  the  sale  of  liquor  is  open,  that  the  civic 
authorities,  although  a  resolution  is  on  the  records  to  haVe  the  law  enforced,  do  not  have 
it  enforced,  and  that  no  steps  are  taken  to  enforce  the  law.  Is  that  an  enviable  or  an 
unenviable  state  of  things  1 — I  know  nothing  of  that. 

21—14 
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3989.  You  are  a  business  man,  of  large  experience  and  have  travelled  a  good  deal. 
You  have  seen  Yarmouth  and  Cow  Bay  and  Sydney  Mines  ? — Yes. 

3990.  What  efforts  have  you  made  to  have  the  law  enforced  here  1 — I  have  made 
efforts  to  get  the  regular  policemen  to  inform,  and  have  the  matter  put  through. 

3991.  What  has  been  the  result? — Others  could  not  see  with  me,  and  it  has  not 
been  put  in  force. 

3992.  Is  there  a  considerable  number  of  those  business  men  ? — Many  of  them. 

3993.  As  an  elector,  have  you  made  efforts  to  bring  influence  on  the  Council  to  do 
here  what  the  men  in  Sydney  Mines  have  done  ? — I  think  most  of  our  Town  Council  are 
temperance  men,  and  in  favour  of  temperance. 

3994.  How  do  they  manifest  their  preference  for  temperance  at  the  present  time  1 — I 
suppose  they  are  influenced  somewhat  by  public  opinion. 

3995.  And  public  opinion  is  not  favourable  in  North  Sydney  to  that  which  you  say 
would  add  to  the  prosperity  of  the  place  ? — I  would  not  say  the  entire  public  opinion  is 
one  way,  but  it  is  divided,  and  probably  the  preponderance  is  on  the  side  of  the  traffic. 

3996.  Is  North  Sydney  as  prosperous  now  as  at  any  time  of  its  existence,  or  less 
so  1 — Perhaps  there  is  not  that  tide  of  prosperity  now  that  there  was  in  former  years. 

3997.  Is  that  taking  into  consideration  the  general  tide  of  prosperity  aU  over 
the  country,  or  local  circumstances  ? — There  are  some  local  circumstances. 

3998.  Are  they  connected  with  the  drink  traffic  ? — I  would  not  say  that,  because 
we  have  had  a  large  quantity  of  liquor  sold  since  I  have  been  here.  When  I  came  here, 
the  license  law  was  in  force. 

3999.  Given  the  same  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act  as  in  Sydney  Mines,  do  you 
think  North  Sydney  would  be  a  more  prosperous  place  ? — I  think  so. 

4000.  Are  you  willing  to  do  your  utmost  to  bring  about  that  prosperity  ? — Yes  ; 
I  think  a  proper  policeman  should  be  brought  on  to  inform  on  the  liquor  sellers  and 
bring  them  to  justice.     I  have  advocated  that  for  five  or  six  years. 

4001.  And  with  no  result? — The  committee  has  been  somewhat  divided. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

4002.  Could  you  suggest  any  amendments  to  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  which 
would  make  it  more  workable  and  less  expensive,  any  amendments  which  would 
simplify  the  Act  and  the  procedure  for  enforcing  it  ? — No  ;  but  I  think  our  town  has 
been  more  successful  than  most  towns,  and  I  think  the  authorities  have  won  every  case 
that  has  been  appealed. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

4003.  Does  it  not  seem  strange  under  those  circumstances,  that  they  should  let 
matters  drop  there,  when  there  are  $200  in  the  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  Scott  Act 
fund  ? — Perhaps  exacting  these  fines  influenced  some  of  the  friends  of  these  f)eople  in 
the  Council,  possibly  against  their  own  will.  Of  course,  the  Council  are  elected  by  the 
people. 


Rev.  ISAAC  MURRAY,  D.D.,  of  North  Sydney,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed 
as  follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

4004.  With  what  Church  are  you  connected  ? — I  a»n  the  minister  of  St.  Matthew's 
Presbyterian  Church,  North  Sydney. 

4005.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  North  Sydney  ? — Eight  years  next  month. 

4006.  And  before  that,  did  you  reside  in  Nova  Scotia  ? — I  resided  for  nearly  thirty 
years  in  Prince  Edward  Island. 

4007.  And  after  that  ? — I  came  from  New  Glasgow,  and  then  to  North  Sydney. 

4008.  You  have  been  for  many  years  a  minister  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  ? — 
About  forty-three  years. 

Gborgb  H.  Dobson. 
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4009.  Have  you  had  an  opportunity,  since  you  came  to  North  Sydney,  to  observe 
the  eflFect  of  the  Act  commonly  called  the  Scott  Act,  upon  the  people  ? — I  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  and  judging  on  the  temperance  elements  at  work  here. 

4010.  Did  you  receive  a  circular  from  the  Commission  ? — Yes. 

4011.  Have  you  answered  it  ? — Not  yet,  but  I  propose  to  do  so. 

4012.  During  the  time  you  have  been  here,  has  the  Scott  Act  been  in  force? — It 
has  been  on  the  statute-book,  but  it  has  not  been  enforced. 

4013.  To  what  reason  do  you  attribute  that  1 — In  arriving  at  that  conclusion,  which 
is  very  important,  I  cannot  put  my  finger  on  any  one  particular  thing  and  say  it  is  that 
or  some  other.  We  have  to  look  at  generalities.  Hearing  the  e\'idence  presented  here 
to-day,  I  think  the  witnesses  have  confined  themselves  to  local  elements  and  have  over- 
looked generalities.  There  have  been  references  which  might  partially  account  for  this, 
but  which  left  my  mind  vacant  as  I  have  looked  at  it  before  to-day.  We  have  to  look 
at  the  general  public  sentiment  all  over  the  Dominion  and  all  over  the  world.  You  go 
to  Great  Britain  and  find  there  is  a  strong  feeling  in  the  classes,  in  contradiction  to 
the  masses,  in  favour  of  drinking  alcoholic  liquor  in  some  form  or  other,  that  there  is  an 
eclat  about  it  and  a  respectability  about  it  that  it  is  considered  a  characteristic  of  an 
inteUectual  man,  of  a  man  who  is  raised  above  what  is  small,  that  if  we  do  not  take 
liquor  we  areuiot  much,  our  intellect  is  defective,  our  social  status  perhaps  is  defective. 
We  come  to  our  legislators.  In  talking  about  law,  you  will  ask  me,  as  you  have  asked 
others,  how  the  law  would  operate  morally  and  otherwise. 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

4014.  Do  you  mean  a  prohibitory  law,  if  enacted? — Any  law  whatsoever.  The 
moral  efifect  and  the  general  effect  of  the  law  would  arise  very  materially  and  powerfully 
from  the  source  whence  it  was  issued,  and  from  the  amount  of  the  moral  element,  the 
intelligence  and  earnestness  and  sincerity  which  were  found  in  that  source  of  law.  For 
instance,  we  are  under  God's  law,  because  it  is  a  transcript  of  His  character.  It  is 
perfect  and  excellent.  He  gives  forth  an  impression  of  His  own  mind,  and  there  is  no 
discrepancy  between  the  law  uttered  and  the  source  whence  it  comes.  But  looking  at 
human  laws,  and  particularly  at  this  one,  we  find  a  law  passed  by  the  Dominion,  and  yet 
those  who  pass  it  do  not  care  for  it.  They  do  it,  not  because  ^hey  are  convinced  of  it 
as  men  responsible  to  God  as  well  as  to  us,  but  because  the  people  desire  it,  and 
they  want  to  please  a  few  of  the  people,  though  they  may  view  them  as  madcaps,  and 
disturbers  of  the  peace  and  as  restless  people.  That  is  how  many  view  them.  We  find 
that  passing  through  all  classes  and  conditions  of  life,  leaders  in  society,  here  and 
elsewhere,  sympathize  with  these  general  views  I  have  indicated,  and  this  all  comes 
to  a  focus  in  a  locality  like  this.  And  what  do  we  see  on  the  opposite  side  ?  That  they 
are  not  the  parties  we  have  considered  to  be  always  and  everywhere  just  the  leaders  of 
those  who  constitute  the  affirmative  element  of  influence  in  society.  Here,  at  once,  the 
enforcement  of  a  law  in  circumstances  like  these,  is  a  source  of,  I  will  not  say  disreputable, 
but  of  not  much  moral  element  which  constitutes  the  general  stimulus  which  leads  men  to 
do  their  duty.  The  motives  which  lead  men  to  do  their  duty  are  very  different.  And  when 
you  take  all  this  into  consideration,  you  find  more  adverse  to  the  enforcement  of  this  law 
decidedly  than  there  are  to  enforce  it.  That  is  the  one  side.  Then,  take  the  other  side. 
Here  are  disabilities  and  difficulties.  A  great  many  of  those  who  would  be  disposed  to 
Qiforce  the  Scott  Act  may  not  have  the  money  to  do  so.  Notice  what  I  say.  As  a 
clergyman,  I  have  no  opportunity  of  informing  myself  whether  this  man  or  the  other 
drinks.  I  am  not  allowed  to  go  into  a  tavern  and  watch  men  who  take  a  glass  of  liquor, 
and  therefore  I  am  not  supposed  to  be  able  to  inform.  As  to  this  town,  it  would  look 
very  suspicious  and  invidious  on  my  part — because  the  greater  part  of  those  who  sell 
Kquor  in  this  town  do  not  belong  to  my  stripe  of  the  Church — for  me  to  go  into  a  place 
and  ferret  out  those  offenders  who  belong  to  another  denomination  of  the  Church  of  Christ. 
There  are  no  Presbyterians  and  very  few  Protestants  who  sell  liquor  here  ;  so  I  would 
have  to  put  out  money.  No  doubt  what  Mr.  Hill  has  said  in  reference  to  the  Judges  is 
true.  I  do  not  believe  he  referred  to  the  present  County  Judge,  but  I  have  only  an  idea 
as  to  the  person  to  whom  that  reference  was  made.  But  there  is  the  fact,  and  there  is 
not  only  that  Judge,  but  you  know  other  delays  have  arisen  in  the  prosecution  of  these 
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matters.  Appeals  have  been  made,  and  they  have  laid  over  from  year  *to  year.  "We 
could  get  no  response.  And  then  the  other  diflficulty  came  up.  One  Judge  had  his 
interpretation  of  the  law  and  the  other  had  another,  and  the  general  interpretation  of 
this  was — I  know  it  was  mine — that  the  Judges  did  not  sympathize  with  the  law.  The 
law  makers  did  not  sympathize  with  them.  It  was  a  lack  of  sympathy  all  around,  and 
we  had  to  put  our  hands  into  our  pockets  to  enforce  the  Act.  Coming  down  to  the 
legal  difficulties,  I  might  refer  to  one  which  is  very  material  in  the  enforcement  of  the 
Scott  Act.  All  these  things  stand  in  the  way  of  its  enforcement  here  or  elsewhere. 
These  elements  may  not  be  all  just  up  to  the  same  degree  of  power  here  as  elsewhere; 
but  less  or  more  they  exist.  Those  places  which  have  been  referred  to  here  as  being 
very  fortunate  are,  after  all,  under  different  circumstances,  which  have  not  been  brought 
out  and  may  account  for  the  different  conditions.  As  to  the  Scott  Act,  the  influence  is 
local.  You  know  the  sympathy  of  numbers.  One  or  two  parties  acting  by  them- 
selves, standing  alone,  do  not  find  it  such  an  easy  thing  ;  but  if  the  whole  line  moves,  it 
is  very  easy.  That  is  a  difference  between  the  Scott  Act  and  a  prohibitory  Act  If 
we  had  a  prohibitory  Act  all  over  the  Dominion,  all  the  Dominion  would  be  in  sympathy 
with  us,  and  that  Act  would  work  in  this  county  as  well  as  elsewhere,  and  make  us  feel 
that  we  had  the  sympathy  of  the  people  from  ocean  to  ocean,  and  from  the  sea  to  the 
end  of  the  earth.  That  would  strengthen  us.  And  then  a  law  which  would  take  in  all 
classes  and  the  masses  would  undoubtedly,  as  a  law  on  the  statute-book,  have  far  more 
influence  than  one  which  would  have  influence  only  in  a  particular  locality,  and  which, 
perhaps,  for  men  living  in  Ottawa  or  Toronto  or  other  places,  would  have  no  influence. 
All  these  things  combine  in  making  an  influence  powerful  for  good  or  for  evil  All 
history  proclaims  that,  and  every  man  who  looks  at  the  matter  must  see  it.  I  wonder 
those  who  have  preceded  me  have  not  shown  one  great  difficulty  in  the  enforcement  of 
the  Scott  Act  as  compared  with  a  prohibitory  Act.  The  Scott  Act  allows  liquor  to  be 
landed  on  our  wharfs.  Last  winter  I  saw  four  or  five  casks  of  liquor  at  the  door  of 
one  house,  invading  our  rights  as  passengers  on  the  street.  A  prohibitory  law  would 
not  allow  that ;  and  people  reason  that  there  is  a  lack  of  logic  when  the  law  allows  liquor 
to  come  in,  and  yet  does  not  allow  it  to  be  sold.  Whenever  a  law  becomes  illogical, 
logical  men  will  resist  it.  All  these  things  operate  and  co-operate,  which  shows  that 
there  is  something  missing  in  this  Act,  if  it  should  be  an  Act  generally  operative. 
There  is  a  missing  link  somewhere.  As  a  Church,  the  General  Assembly  has  pronounced 
on  this  question,  and  I  will  read  its  deliverance  on  temperance  at  the  Assembly  held  in 
Kingston,  in  June,  1891  : 

"  That  this  Assembly,  reaffirming  the  opinion  of  past  Assemblies  regarding  the  nature  of  the 
general  liquor  traffic  and  its  evil  efliect^  on  individual,  family  and  social  life,  and  the  necessity  of  the 
faithful  preaching  of  the  Gospel  to  eventually  overcome  these  evils  and  build  up  a  godly,  temperate 
and  prosperous  nation,  asserts  its  conviction  that,  in  the  matter  of  legislation,  nothing  short  of  pro- 
hibition, rigidly  enforced  by  the  proper  authorities,  should  ever  be  accepted  as  final  or  satisfactory, 
and  it  is  now  the  duty  of  the  Dominion  Parliament  to  enact  such  a  law.' 

We  are  a  large  and  powerful  body  in  the  Dominion,  and  that  is  the  utterance  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Canada.  I  am  heart  and  soul  in  accord  with  that,  and 
believe  it  is  the  right  thing.  I  know  there  are  difficulties  and  I  sympathize  with  the 
law-makers  in  this  matter.  I  know  the  diversity  of  sentiment  and  the  difficult  position 
in  which  it  puts  the  Government  Our  principle  is :  Let  justice  be  done,  rticU  ccelunu" 
Then,  you  have  asked  again  and  again  to-day  as  to  the  tax  for  revenue  purposes,  and 
whether  it  would  be  likely,  when  there  was  no  revenue  in  consideration  in  the  question, 
that  the  Government  would  enforce  the  Act  as  they  might  when  there  was  a  revenue 
derived  from  it. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

4015.  No  question  was  asked  in  that  way? — Reference  was  made  to  the  way  in 
which  the  prohibitory  Act  could  be  enforced. 

4016.  The  question  was  put  in  this  way  :  that  the  officers  who  collect  the  revenue 
are  doing  it  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  expenses  of  the  government  of  the  country, 
that  their  duty  is  to  collect  that  which  will  meet  the  expense,  and  whether  the  efficiency 

Rev.  Isaac  Murray. 
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of  the  oflScers   would   be   the   same  in   enforcing  this  regulation,   when  no  revenue 
was  to  be  derived  from  it  ? — I  see  an  element  of  force  in  that. 

4017.  And  then,  whether  if  officers  appointed  to  enforce  this  law  at  present  do  not 
do  that  duty  when  the  appointment  is  local,  would  officers  appointed  by  a  distinct 
authority,  that  could  not  watch  them  so  closely,  be  likely  to  do  it  ? — The  question  arises 
whether  there  is  more  force  to  make  a  man  do  his  duty  when  the  Government  wants  to 
collect  taxes  or  when  moral  influences  are  at  work. 

4018.  There  are  many  questions  involved  in  that.  There  is  the  fact  that  the  com- 
munity stand  at  the  back  of  the  officer  who  collects  the  revenue,  'because  the  revenue  is 
expended  for  their  benefit.  In  view  of  such  a  state  of  facts,  as  has  been  sworn  to  here 
to-day,  can  you  expect  that  the  community  would  support  those  officers  and  give  them 
the  weight  of  their  authority  when  they  were  appointed  from  a  distinct  source  ? — Then, 
you  limit  the  question  to  the  locality  itself. 

4019.  It  may  apply  to  any  locality  ? — Then  you  do  not  take  it  in  from  the  stf^nd- 
point  of  the  Government. 

4020.  No,  because  we  must  assume  that  the  Government,  being  satisfied  that  such 
and  such  a  thing  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  community  as  a  whole,  must  enact  it ;  and  that 
would  include  the  question  whether  it  could  be  given  effect  to,  because  I  presume  you 
will  see  the  ill-effect  of  having  a  law  in  force  which  could  not  be  given  effect  to  ? — I 
suppose  we  all  will  accord  that  solus  populi  supreina  est  leXy  and  it  is  admitted  on  all 
hands  that  total  abstinence  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  community, — that  it 
would  be  scdus  poptdi, 

4021.  You  hav«  spoken  of  the  scUiis  populi.  Must  we  not  also  consider  the  vox 
populi  under  our  institutions  ? — You  know  how  the  apostles  answered  that,  "  Whether  it 
be  right  to  obey  God  or  man,  judge  ye." 

4022.  As  to  your  own  community  for  which  you  have  spoken,  is  it  not  true  that  tnere 
Ls,  if  not  a  numerous,  an  influential  minority  in  your  communion  differing  from  the  \4ews 
you  have  expressed  ? — No  doubt  of  it. 

4023.  Not  but  that  they  would  say  that  a  law  once  passed  should  be  observed,  but 
they  would  say  that  is  not  the  way  of  getting  at  the  evil  1 — Yes. 

4024.  Principal  Grant  and  Rev.  D.  J.  Macdonell  of  Toronto  look  upon  this  as  not 
being  the  proper  way  1 — They  do  ;  but  at  the  last  General  Assembly  they  rather  receded 
from  that  position. 

4025.  Is  it  not  true  that  a  very  large  section  in  this  community,  one  of  whom  is 
Bishop  Cameron,  who  has  made  strong  efforts  for  temperance,  look  upon  the  question  as 
being  a  matter  of  religion  ? — I  believe  they  do.  I  know  the  Council  of  Baltimore  and 
other  Councils  have  done  what  you  say  ;  but  whether  they  would  confine  themselves  to 
that  or  not,  I  cannot  say. 

4026.  Recently,  having  had  communications  from  different  religious  bodies,  your 
own  and  others,  a  Bishop  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  informed  me  of  the  great  efforts 
being  made  for  total  abstinence.  During  twenty-five  years  of  his  episcopacy,  during 
which  he  had  confirmed  45,000  young  people,  his  rule  had  been  to  ask  from  each  of  them 
a  pledge  of  total  abstinence  up  to  the  age  of  21  years  ;  and  he  had  followed  the  results 
and  haid  found  them  eminently  satisfactory.  Do  you  think  that  is  true  to  a  large  extent 
with  regard  to  that  communion  ? — I  suppose  so ;  but  I  do  not  see  the  reason  why  they 
would  not  join  with  us  in  this  matter. 

4027.  Take  again  the  large  communion  of  the  Church  of  England.  Is  it  not  the 
position  of  that  church  that  the  work  of  temperance  and  total  abstinence  should  be  the 
result  of  church  work  and  gospel  teaching  or  religion  ?  —No  doubt,  but  at  the  same  time 
I  cannot  see  that  their  theory  should  not  be  that  the  Church  can  aid  the  State  and  the 
State  can  aid  the  Church  ;  there  is  a  large  class  that  believe  that  the  law  cannot 
operate. 

4028.  There  is  another  very  large  communion,  the  Methodists,  who  almost  to  one 
man  agree  with  the  view  you  profess  1 — Yes. 

4029.  And  the  Baptists  the  same  ? — Yes. 

4030.  Then,  the  principle  you  have  put  forward  cannot  be  regarded  as  the  voice  of 
the  Christian  Church  at  large  ? — Not  unanimously,  but  as  to  the  majority — and  it  is  the 
majority  which  rules — I  am  not  prepared  to  say  they  would  not  be  in  accord  with  it. 
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4031.  Is  there  not  another  question  which  enters  into  it  with  a  large  number  of 
people,  whether  the  promotion  of  total  abstinence  and  temperance  will  be  or  wiU  not 
be  helped  by  this  kind  of  legislation  ?  Is  not  that  one  of  the  moot  points  discussed 
nowadays  ?— It  is  being  discussed,  but  my  judgment  is  that,  if  we  get  this  Act  passed, 
it  would  be  certainly  more  powerful  in  arresting  drunken  habits  than  anything  else. 

4032.  Do  you  believe  that  the  proper  course  is  to  pass  a  law  of  a  restrictive 
character,  with  a  view  of  its  having  an  educative  effect,  to  bring  about  a  moral  result ; 
or  do  you  think  that  the  state  of  morals  should  first  be  such  as  to  have  a  law  which  will 
be  acceptable  to  those  who  come  under  it  and  will  receive  their  sympathy,  I  mean  the 
people  as  a  whole  ? — My  view  is  very  strong.  Mere  legislation  in  itself  or  legislation  in 
advance  of  the  sentiment  of  the  people,  I  can  have  no  faith  in ;  but  the  very  community 
which  demands  the  law  we  are  seeking  for  must  be  looked  upon  as  intelligent,  and  in 
order  that  the  law  should  be  operative  and  effective,  we  must  educate,  and  the  law  not 
only  in  its  first  enactment  but  in  its  execution  must  rest  upon  a  strong  moral  sentiment 
favourable  to  the  law.  For  no  law  can  enforce  itself ;  the  people  must  enforce  it.  If  the 
Government  took  it  entirely  in  hand,  the  people  would  say  it  was  tyranny.  Therefore, 
we  hold  that  the  people  must  be  educated.  "We  have  tried  to  educate  them.  I  must 
say  that  the  Protestant  element  of  the  church  here  and  the  work  of  the  ministers  here 
have  been  ignored.  Credit  has  only  been  given  to  the  Bishop  for  his  educative  work, 
and  I  must  say  that  he  has  done  well. 

4033.  Reference  has  been  made  to  Cow  Bay  and  other  places  in  regard  to  the 
good  work  of  the  Protestant  clergy  and  societies  ? — No  reference  has  been  made  to  that 
at  North  Sydney.  All  the  ministers  have  been  in  favour  of  temperance.  We  have  spoken 
from  the  pulpit  and  lectured  upon  it  and  made  no  uncertain  sound.  I  bring  this  before 
you  as  having  a  historical  status. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

4034.  I  understood  you  to  say,  generally,  that  this  Canada  Temperance  Act  had 
failed  of  enforcement,  that  the  Parliament  of  Canada  that  passed  it  did  not  believe  in 
it,  but  passed  it  to  gratify  the  demands  of  certain  sections,  and  also  that  the  Judges  did 
not  sympathize  with  it  ? — Yes,  though  I  do  not  stop  there. 

4035.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe,  if  the  Parliament  of  Canada  passed  an  Act 
for  the  total  prohibition  of  the  liquor  traffic,  that  Parliament  would  be  more  sincere  or 
the  Judges  would  entertain  different  views  as  to  prohibitory  legislation  for  the  whole 
Dominion  than  they  do  as  to  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — Having  respect  to  our 
governors  as  law-makers,  I  would  think  they  would  have  a  stronger  motive  in  the 
general  than  in  the  particular. 

4036.  They  are  sincerely  desirous,  as  far  as  we  can  gather,  of  giving  the  people 
prohibition  in  the  different  sections,  if  they  desire  it  1 — But  in  itself  that  has  not  been 
workable. 

4037.  Why  ? — I  would  only  suggest  the  necessity  of  simplicity  in  the  alteration  of 
the  Act. 

4038.  You  have  noticed  that  Mr.  Hill  thought  the  Act  was  perfectly  workable ; 
and  other  witnesses  have  stated  that  they  have  successfully  worked  it  1 — You  will 
notice  what  the  result  has  been,  and  men  in  other  places  do  not  care  to  go  through  such 
a  schooling,  so  expensive  and  unsatisfactory.  ♦ 

4039.  I  understood  that,  when  reference  was  made  to  the  County  Judge,  the 
gentleman  who  now  occupies  the  position  was  referred  to,  that  the  complications  and 
expenses  which  were  entailed  in  the  appeals  and  in  the  cases  being  set  aside  were 
caused  by  this  Judge  *? — I  cannot  say  that.  As  far  as  I  have  heard,  the  present  Judge 
has  given  no  decisions. 

4040.  Then  he  cannot  be  any  obstacle  or  barrier  in  the  way  of  the  enforcement  of 
the  Act  ?— No. 

4041.  Then  no  attempt  has  been  made  since  his  appointment  to  enforce  the  Act 
in  regard  to  North  Sydney  ? — I  cannot  tell. 

4042.  I  agree  with  your  view  that  people  should  not  have  obstacles  thrown  in 
their  way  by  the  Bench,  and  I  understood  that  the  people  in  North  Sydney  had  become 

Rev.  Isaac  Murray. 
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discouraged  because  of  the  decisions  of  the  County  Judge  and  the  expense  of  having  them 
set  aside  by  the  Supreme  Court.  Does  that  state  of  afGairs  still  exist  ? — I  do  not  think 
80.  If  they  can  use  the  money  they  have  now  in  possession,  there  is  no  difficulty.  "We 
are  not  asked  to  make  any  contributions  to  put  the  Act  in  force. 

4043.  I  understand  that  the  Governor  in  Council  has  decided  that  the  fines 
collected  are  to  be  handed  ever  to  the  Municipal  Councils  for  the  enforcement  of  the  Act  1 
—How  then  do  the  Council  do  the  very  opposite. 

4044.  The  county  of  Cape  Breton  votes  to  bring  this  Act  into  operation,  and  the 
Dominion  Grovemment  says  any  fines  that  may  be  imposed  for  the  violation  of  this  Act 
shall  be  handed  to  the  municipal  body  where  these  violations  take  place,  to  be  used  in 
instituting  prosecutions  and  punishing  violations  of  the  law.  Now,  this  community  has 
decided  largely  in  favour  of  the  Scott  Act,  and  the  Dominion  Government  has  provided 
for  the  use  of  the  Municipal  Councils  whatever  fines  are  imposed  for  \dolations.  Can 
you  understand  why,  with  this  in  their  hands,  the  people  do  not  elect  representatives 
who  are  in  sympathy  with  the  enforcement  of  the  law,  when  the  people  have  shown 
themselves  so  clearly  in  favour  of  the  law  ? — I  do  not  think  it  is  very  difficult  to  give  an 
explanation,  but  it  is  the  first  time  to-day  that  I  have  heard  that  this  money  that  is  to 
be  collected  is  to  be  put  in  the  hands  of  the  Council  for  the  purpose  of  putting  the  Act 
into  force. 

4045.  One  witness  told  us  that  there  was  8216  in  the  bank  to  the  credit  of  this 
fund,  and  Mr.  Hill  said  the  fines  collected  had  been  used  to  defeat  the  operation  of  the 
Act.  That  appears  to  be  inexplicable  ? — Yes,  I  heard  that;  but  up  to  to-day,  I  did  not 
know  that  the  law  was  as  you  have  stated. 

By  Judge  McDonald: 

4046.  In  Ontario  the  fines  were  paid  to  the  County  Council.  The  Local  Govern- 
ment, which  grants  druggists'  licenses,  had  officers  appointed  who  made  requisitions  upon 
the  County  Council,  and  this  money  had  to  be  paid  ? — I  do  not  understand  how  these 
gentlemen  who  had  the  matter  in  hand  did  not  understand  it  as  you  did,  because  there 
was  a  league  formed  to  raise  funds  to  carry  out  the  law.  If  they  understood  it  in  the 
light  you  mention,  the  Act  would  operate  itself  easily  beyond  controversy;  so  that  part 
I  cannot  explain.  Tlje  only  judgment  I  can  form  is  that  men  do  not  want  to  do  their 
duty,  if  they  do  understand  it.  Then,  you  asked  about  why  we  put  councillors  in  the 
Council  who  were  not  in  sympathy  with  the  Act.  The  councillors  are  appointed  not 
for  this  specific  object.  There  is  very  little  agitation  about  temperance  when  coun- 
cillors are  elected.  When  this  was  in  doubt,  the  question  was  not  mentioned.  Other 
subjects  9^d  other  interests  come  in,  and  they  lead  the  mind  of  the  people,  just  as  it  is 
in  politics. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

4047.  In  voting  for  councillors,  this  grand  interest  is  kept  out  of  sight,  and  that 
happens  from  year  to  year  ? — It  takes  a  long  time  to  work  up  sentiment  and  get  people 
to  do  their  duty. 

4048.  If  public  opinion  and  sentiment  were  strongly  in  favour  of  the  enforcement  of 
the  law,  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  its  e^forcement,  because  they  would  place  the 
funds  in  the  hands  of  the  proper  people  ? — But  the  Judges  are  not  appointed  by  the 
people. 

4049.  But  they  are  appointed  by  the  Dominion  Government,  and  it  is  urged  upon 
us  that  this  law  would  be  enforced  if  the  officials  were  appointed  by  the  Dominion 
Government,  and  yet  the  Judges  are  so  appointed? — These  circumstances  are  unex 
plainable. 

4050.  When  do  you  think  public  opinion  will  be  sufficiently  ripe  to  enable  the 
Dominion  Parliament  to  pass  and  enforce  a  prohibitory  law  ?  Would  it  be  well  to  pass 
a  more  stringent  law  than  the  present  until  public  sentiment  would  enable  it  to  be 
enforced  from  one  end  of  the  Dominion  to  the  other  ? — I  believe,  if  we  cannot  get 
public  sentiment  in  favour  of  the  law,  it  is  of  little  value  to  have  the  law. 

4051.  Do  you  think  public  sentiment  here  is  in  favour  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — It  migh 
he  aroused. 
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4052.  But  now  1 — It  is  not;  but  1  find  the  causes  leading  to  that  differ  very  widely, 
and  I  do  not  say  it  is  the  fault  of  North  Sydney  or  of  any  particular  locality. 

4053.  We  want  to  ascertain  the  causes  of  that  in  order  to  make  an  intelligent 
report  ? — At  the  present  moment  I  think  undoubtedly  the  cause  is  lack  of  interest  in 
prohibition  in  this  place,  and  that  is  why  the  Act  is  not  enforced. 

4054.  Then,  what  would  be  the  effect  of  a  prohibitory  measure  ? — There  is  a  differ- 
ence in  regard  to  that  everywhere,  but  herg  particularly.  You  allow  liquor  to  come  in 
here,  and  we  cannot  stop  it  coming  in.  This  is  very  strongly  in  favour  of  selling 
liquor.  It  is  allowed  to  be  here ;  and  is  not  that  a  very  long  step  in  the  direction  of 
legializing  the  sale  of  liquor  ?  I  told  you  before  that,  when  an  Act  becomes  illogical, 
logical  minds  will  not  support  it. 

4055.  You  think  the  Scott  Act  is  an  illogical  measure  1 — I  think  it  is. 

4056.  Is  it  class  legislation  1 — I  do  not  think  so. 

4057.  Do  you  think  it  is  class  legislation  to  allow  a  man  to  buy  ten  gallons  of 
liquor  under  the  Scott  Act,  and  not  to  allow  a  person  who  cannot  afi^rd  to  buy  that 
quantity  to  purchase  it  in  smaller  quantities  ? — Every  one  can  do  that  under  the  Scott 
Act. 

4058.  A  law  of  this  kind  would  be  no  prohibition,  except  to  those  who  could  not 
afford  to  buy  ten  gallons  or  a  dozen  bottles :  and  is. not  that  class  legislation  ? — I  cannot 
say  that  this  is  class  legislation. 

4059.  Do  you  not  think  that  legislation  which  would  give  a  vote  to  a  man  with  a 
property  qualification  and  no  vote  to  a  man  without  it,  would  be  class  legislation  ? — I  do 
not  think  that  bears  on  the  subject. 

4060.  It  does  in  this  way,  that,  if  you  have  not  money  enough  to  buy  ten  gallons 
or  a  dozen  bottles  at  a  time,  you  cannot  get  it ;  whereas  if  you  have  that  money,  you 
can  get  it  1 — In  Sydney  Mines  they  buy  a  flask. 

4061.  You  think,  if  there  was  a  total  prohibitory  measure,  it  could  be  enforced] — 
Do  you  mean  absolutely  ? 

4062.  Absolutely  ? — Is  there  any  law  absolutely  enforced  1  There  is  no  law,  human 
or  divine,  which  is  absolutely  enforced.  If  you  mean  absolute  enforcement,  you  had 
better  pass  no  law. 

By  Mr.  Gigaidt  : 

4063.  Do  you  not  think  there  is  a  difference  between  public  and  open  violations  of 
the  law  and  secret  violations  of  the  law? — I  am  speaking  of  absolute'  enforcement  and 
relative  enforcement. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

4064.  Do  you  think  the  Scott  Act,  as  at  present  enforced,  is  a  moral  educator  or  is 
improving  the  morals  of  the  community  1 — No,  I  think  a  law  passed  and  not  enforced  is 
educating  in  the  wrong  direction.     It  is  teaching  us  to  disrespect  law. 

4065.  You  think,  notwithstanding  that,  if  a  general  prohibitory  measure  for  the 
whole  Dominion  were  passed,  it  could  be  enforced  1 — In  that  way,  we  have  the  sympathy 
of  numbers  instead  of  something  which  is  merely  sporadic.  Then  further,  it  is  easier  to 
keep  liquor  off  the  coasts  than  when  it  comes  into  a  locality  to  prevent  its  bAig  sold 
Some  people  say  here  that  the  sale  of  liquor  is  confined  to  fifteen  places,  some  say  thirty, 
and  some  say  sixty  places.  I  believe  you  can  get  liquor  here  in  sixty  places  though  they 
may  not  be  called  taverns  or  hotels,  but  the  general  impression  is  that  there  are  sixty 
places  into  which  it  gets  and  no  one  can  follow  it.  This  man  has  his  friends  and  the 
other  man  has  his  friends,  and  where  the  carcase  is,  thither  will  the  wolves  be  gathered 
together  and  they  soon  scent  it  out. 

4066.  Did  you  ever  have  any  experience  of  the  operation  of  the  Canada  Temper- 
ance Act  in  Prince  Edward  Island  ?— Yes. 

4067.  What  was  your  experience  ? — I  had  considerable  influence  and  took  part  in 
enforcing  it  in  Charlottetown  ;  but  now  I  see  by  the  papers  that  it  is  not  in  operation 
in  Charlottetown.  There  was  a  time  when  it  did  operate  and  arrest  the  sale  of  liquor 
in  Charlottetown. 

Kev.  Isaac  Murray. 
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4067a.  Was  that  immediately  after  its  enactment  ? — Yes,  a  little  while  afterwards. 
There  was  a  feeling  strongly  in  its  favour,  but  there  were  some  hitches.  This  Judge  and 
that  Judge  did  not  know,  and  time  was  killed.  You  know  you  can  get  men  to  rush  in  to 
battle,  but  when  they  have  to  continue  year  after  year  in  battle,  they  become  wearied  ; 
and  when  they  find  there  is  a  playing  with  the  law  on  the  part  of  those  whose  duty  it 
is  to  execute  the  law,  it  operates  on  the  public  mind  as  a  deterring  influence.  That  is 
an  education  which  is  exceedingly  bad  on  the  mind  of  the  populace.  If  our  judges  and 
our  leading  men  have  no  more  respect  for  their  laws  which  they  make  themselves,  it  has 
a  very  bad  effect  to  find  that,  as  the  great  Daniel  O'Connell  said,  a  coach  and  six  can  be 
driven  through  an  Act.     These  are  the  causes  why  the  law  is  not  in  operation  now. 

4068.  Then  the  law  was  not  in  operation  because  of  the  expense  of  enforcing  it 
and  the  action  of  the  judges  ? — These  were  two  causes,  and  besides  that,  there  has  been 
ever  since  the  days  of  Noah  the  strong  desire  in  the  minds  of  the  people  for  liquor. 
There  is  no  such  strong  desire  in  the  minds  of  the  people  to  take  another  man's  life  as 
there  is  to  have  a  glass  of  liquor,  and  the  desire  increases  and  becomes  stronger.  The 
result  is  that  men  who  take  a  moral  view  say  :  we  must  stop  this.  And  we  cannot  expect 
those  who  are  in  favour  of  it  to  take  an  active  part  to  carry  it  out  or  enforce  it.  But  it 
has  always  been  uneven.  1  have  a  strong  opinion  that  the  liquor  sold  should  be  denoun- 
ced by  law,  and  further  that  if  the  liquor  trade  is  licensed,  that  should  be  the  only  liquor 
sold  ;  but  it  has  never  been  so. 

4069.  You  think  it  is  adulterated  ? — I  am  prepared  with  proof  that  it  has  been  so 
from  the  days  of  Pliny ;  and  when  the  Gospels  were  written,  we  find  that  wine  sellers 
alwliys  adulterated  their  liquor. 

4070.  You  believe  that  if  liquor  is  sold  at  all,  it  should  be  inspected,  and  that  none 
but  pure  Hquor  should  be  sold  1 — Decidedly,  but  I  doubt  if  you  can  carry  that  out.  In 
vine  growing  countries,  I  believe  wine  is  adulterated  before  it  leaves  the  establishment. 

Bt/  Mr.  Gigault  : 

4071.  You  desire  a  complete  exclusion  of  alcohol? — I  do  not  know  that.  There  is 
alcohol  and  alcohol,  just  as  there  is  poison  and  poison.  There  are  some  poisons  which 
are  not  as  bad  as  arsenic  and  strychnine.  There  may  be  poison  in  our  daily  food,  but 
ve  do  restrict  the  use  of  arsenic  and  strychnine  ;  and  so  there  is  alcohol  which  is  not 
intoxicating,  or  there  is  drink  in  which  alcohol  forms  a  part  which  is  not  intoxicating. 

4072.  Would  you  admit  it  into  the  country  ? — It  would  be  a  choice  of  two  evils.  If 
we  could  be  sure  that  no  wine  would  come  into  this  country  except  wine  like  that 
which  I  believe  our  Saviour  made,  which  would  not  be  intoxicating,  I  would  not  be 
objecting ;  but  you  cannot  guarantee  that,  and  therefore  I  would  exclude  it  altogether. 

4073.  Would  you  exclude  wine  for  mechanical  and  medicinal  purposes  ?— -No,  I 
would  not  exclude  arsenic  or  strychnine  for  those  purposes. 

4074.  Then  it  should  be  sold  for  mechanical  and  medicinal  purposes  1 — Certainly, 
that  is  what  we  contend. 

4075.  The  great  difficulty  is  to  find  the  means  to  prevent  the  evils  of  intemperance. 
They  have  tried  prohibition  in  Maine,  and  have  not  succeeded,  and  we  cannot  find  a 
country  in  the  world  where  prohibition  has  put  an  end  to  the  evils  of  intemperance  1 — 
That  is  true. 

4076.  Do  you  think  we  shall  succeed  where  others  have  failed,  that  we  shall  be 
wiser  than  all  the  other  nations? — Why  not  ?  You  know  that  in  the  United  States  and 
in  Germany  and  in  France,  there  is  an  immense  amount  of  intoxication,  and  even  Louis 
Philippe  insisted  that  drunkenness  was  ruining  France. 

4077.  But  the^-e  they  came  to  the  conclusion  to  encourage  the  use  of  wine,  cider 
and  beer,  and  exclude  as  much  as  possible  the  use  of  alcoholic  liquors,  because  I  think 
in  the  16th  century  alcohol  did  not  exist  or  was  used  only  for  medicinal  purposes  ? — 
Alcohol  was  discovered  in  the  12th  century,  when  the  Moors  used  it,  but  it  did  not 
come  into  England  until  the  16th  century.  Still  there  was  a  mixture  used  before  that. 
Perhaps  you  have  read  Joseph  Addison's  article  upon  the  adulteration  of  wine  in 
London  nearly  200  years  ago.  We  have  proof  that  adulteration  took  place  long  before 
the  time  of  Joseph  Addison.  We  find  in  the  second  epistle  to  the  Corinthians  these 
words :  "  For  we  are  not  as  many  which  corrupt  the  word  of  God."  That  word  "  corrupt " 
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in  the  Greek  is  taken  from  the  wine  maker*  who  adulterated  the  wine.  It  is  kapdos — 
kapeleontes,  who  were  corrupting  the  word  as  the  wine  makers  adulterated  their  wine. 
That  was  in  the  days  of  the  Apostle  Paul.  If  we  could  do  as  you  say,  I  would  say  it 
would  be  all  right. 

4078.  We  have  to  take  men  as  they  are  and  not  as  they  should  be,  that  is  the  great 
difficulty  ?— That  is  the  difficulty. 

4079.  You  will  always  have  to  meet  that  difficulty  ? — I  think,  if  the  Church  and 
wise  men  all  around,  men  we  look  up  to,  legislators  and  so  forth,  would  give  us  good 
examples,  if  both  Church  and  State,  seeing  the  evils  of  intox4<jation  not  only  on  the  soul 
but  undoubtedly  upon  nations,  and  remembering  that  as  generations  go  on  the  desire 
for  strong  drink  goes  on,  for  I  believe  it  is  a  physiological  fact  that  the  children  of  those 
who  drink  have  a  tendency  to  drink  themselves  and  have  the  curse  which  was  pro- 
nounced to  the  third  and  fourth  generation,  the  effect  would  be  very  different. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

4080.  Possibly  you  have  spoken  without  thinking  on  one  point,  and  I  desire  to  give 
you  an  oppoi-tunity  of  explaining  your  meaning.  You  have  spoken  of  the  difficulty  of 
enforcing  the  provisions  of  a  law  owing  to  the  Judges  being  opposed  to  it  in  opinion  1 — 
That  is  one  thing. 

4081.  Do  you  suppose,  if  the  Judges  were  favourable  to  the  law,  it  would  lead  them 
to  decide  in  favour  of  it  ?  Your  statement  and  the  inferences  to  be  drawn  frOm  it  are 
a  terrible  arraignment  of  the  Judiciary  ? — I  am  not  a  lawyer. 

4082.  Therefore,  you  see  how  careful  you  ought  to  be  in  making  such  statements  t 
— Excuse  me.  I  am  not  here  to  receive  lectures  on  morals  or  on  my  duty  to  the  Legisla- 
tures or  to  the  Judges. 

4083.  I  am  a  Judge,  and  I  feel  deeply  and  keenly  the  arraignment  you  have  made  t 
— You  know  I  have  stated  facts. 

4084.  I  know  nothing  of  the  kind,  when  you  say  the  Judges  have  been  influenced 
in  their  decisions  because  they  do  not  like  the  law  ? — I  have  said  that  there  were  appeals 
and  hesitations  and  the  decisions  were  not  given  immediately,  and  these  constituted 
delays. 

4085.  The  statement  you  made  was  that  you  had  to  meet  the  difficulty  of  dealing 
with  Judges  who  were  adverse  to  the  law  ? — I  mean  the  decisions.  I  meant  to  say  that 
these  men  understood  the  law  in  that  way. 

4086.  I  would  understand  that  if  you  had  said  that,  owing  to  the  judgments  given 
by  the  Judges  being  adverse  to  the  law,  it  was  difficult  to  know  what  the  law  really  was, 
but  not  when  you  said  it  was  in  consequence  of  the  Judges  themselves  being  adverse  to 
the  law  ?  —I  did  not  mean  that.     I  cannot  judge  a  Judge. 

4087.  If  you  knew  the  mind  of  a  Judge,  that  the  mind  of  an  honest  Judge  makes 
him  so  afraid  of  any  predisposition  swaying  him  that  it  is  almost  apt  to  swing  him 
around  to  the  other  side,  you  would  not  speak  thus  ? — I  am  not  going  to  judge  Judges ; 
but  it  is  unfortunate  when  a  law  is  passed  and  it  is  brought  before  a  tribune,  the  Judge 
says  I  cannot  see  this  or  that,  and  then  it  has  to  be  referred  to  another  Judge  and  then 
to  a  Bench  of  Judges. 

4088.  Have  you  not  paraphrased  the  whole  thing  in  quoting  Daniel  O'Connell's 
statement  that  it  was  possible  to  drive  a  coach  and  six  through  any  Act  of  Parliament! 
— That  may  be,  but  the  parties  I  was  referring  to  cannot  now  judge  as  you  do  or  as  I 
may  do,  but  they  say,  this  has  come  before  Judges,  gentlemen  in  whom  we  have  had  and 
still  have  confidence,  and  they  cannot  say  what  the  law  is.  I  may  have  been  hasty  in 
not  guarding  my  words,  not  knowing  that  a  Judge  was  watching  me. 

4089.  Then,  the  meaning  you  would  convey  is,  not  that  you  'would  question  the 
integrity  of  the  Judges  in  giving  the  decisions,  but  that  the  decisions  given  had  the  effect 
of  disheartening  the  people  as  to  the  enforcement  of  the  law  ? — That  was  the  effect ; 
but  there  might  be  a  feeling  after  what  Mr.  Hill  has  said  in  one  case. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

4090.  That  Judge  is  not  on  the  bench  now  ? — No,  but  what  one  man  may  do, 
another  may  do. 

Rev.  Isaac  Murray 
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4091.  That  Judge's  decisions  were  overruled  by  the  Supreme  Court  ? — Yes.  You 
have  raised  a  question  of  Judges.  Is  it  not  singular  that  in  Canada  and  the  United 
States  in  matters  political,  when  reference  has  been  made  to  Judges,  the  Judges  on  this 
and  that  side  of  politics  have  sympathized  with  their  own  sides  ? 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

4092.  I  cannot  speak  for  the  United  States,  but  in  Canada,  it  is  not  my  experience 
or  the  experience  of  either  of  the  political  parties? — Then  there  is  no  confidence  to  be 
placed  in  the  press. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

4093.  Is  there  any  fear  now  of  entailing  expenses  in  prosecuting  offenders  against 
the  Scott  Act  ? — There  ought  not  to  be  after  what  I  have  heard,  but  I  do  not  know 
whether  there  is  or  not. 


JOHN  W.  INGRAM,  of  North  Sydney,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : — 
By  Judge  McDonald  : 

4094.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — General  merchant. 

4095.  How  long  have  you  resided  here  ? — Fourteen  years  during  my  last  stay,  but 
I  have  been  here  altogether  perhaps  thirty  years  of  my  life. 

4096.  Has  the  Scott  Act  been  in. force  during  part  of  the  time  of  your  last  resi- 
dence ? — Ye«. 

4097.  Is  it  effectually  enforced  1 — It  is  not. 

4098.  Is  there  a  strong  sentiment  in  the  community  in  favour  of  its  enforcement  ? — 
There  is  a  sentiment,  but  it  is  not  as  strong  as  it  ought  to  be. 

4099.  It  is  not  so  strong  as  to  have  it  carried  out  ? — So  it  would  seem. 

4100.  Do  you  believe  a  prohibitory  law  for  the  whole  Dominion  would  be  accept- 
able to  the  people  ? — I  would  be  in  favour  of  it  myself. 

4101.  Do  you  think  it  could  be^ carried  out? — I  think  it  would  be  worth  trying. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod  : 

4102.  You  are  in  business? — I  am. 

4103.  State  your  observation  of  the  effect  upon  your  business  and  upon  business 
generally  of  the  drink  trade  ? — I  think  there  can  be  almost  only  one  mind  on  that.  My 
own  experience  has  been  that  people  who  use  intoxicants  to  any  extent  have  their  paying 
power  restricted,  and  if  we  are  called  upon  to  do  anything  in  the  way  of  charity,  it  is 
generally  for  people  who  have  been  brought  to  a  poor  condition  by  the  use  of  intoxi- 
cants. If  we  have  a  brawl  on  the  streets,  it  is  generally  among  drunken  men  and  not 
sober  men.  Any  noise  at  night  is  generally  the  result  of  the  use  of  liquors.  As  far 
as  our  Scott  Act  here  goes  and  its  enforcement,  there  has  been  quite  a  good  deal  to  say. 
I  have  had  something  to  do  with  that  Act.  One  of  the  reasons  why  it  is  in  abeyance  now 
is  because  the  Town  Council  do  not  do  their  duty. 

4104.  In  what  respect? — They  should  have  pressed  the  collecting  of  all  the  tines 
that  were  imposed.  The  temperance  people  went  to  expense  and  annoyance  to  bring 
evidence  before  the  court,  and  the  Town  Clerk  carried  forward  to  a  successful  issue 
nearly  all  the  cases,  and  at  the  very  close  they  dropped  one  case  and  allowed  the  man 
to  go  free — a  man  who  had  been  fined  §150  or  $200, — and  so  they  discouraged  the  tem- 
perance people. 

4105.  Why  did  they  do  that? — They  were  likely  influenced,  or  were  afraid. 

4106.  Afraid  that  he  might  retaliate? — That  he  might,  or  his  friends  might.  That 
may  not  be  the  reason,  but  one  man's  barn  was  burnt  down,  another  had  a  bomb 
thrown  into  his  window,  and  his  house  might  have  been  burnt  down,  and  the  inmates 
might  have  been  injured.  The  people  in  opposition  to  us,  that  is  the  liquor  people,  were 
blamed  for  that.     We  believe  it  emanated  from  them. 
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I  think  these  acts  of  violence  had  the  effect  of  paralyzing  people  ? — 
Men  may  not  be  so  timid,  but  women  have  that  feeling,  and  they  in- 
.nds  and  families.  I  had  some  interest  in  the  matter,  and  while  I 
t  more  or  less  danger  in  connection  with  it,  and  I  am  not  singular  in 

the  time  that  this  terrorism  went  on,  was  there  any  change  in  the 
for  men  interested  in  the  temperance  cause,  or  was  there  any  intima- 
jht  be  ? — It  seems  to  me  there  was  something  said  about  it,  but  T  can- 
It  was  not  intimated  to  me. 
ink  if  the  Tov^n  Council  had  insisted  on  the  collection  of  that  fine  or 
oi  the  man  in  default  of  paying  the  fine,  the  effect  would  have  been 
because  we  had  been  successful  in  our  cases  and  we  were  discouraged 
ving  this  case  set  aside  by  the  Town  Council. 

ou  any  idea  why  the  money  now  in  the  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  Tem- 
used  for  the  purpose  of  prosecution? — I  have  an  idea.  The  only  pro- 
ught  on  by  private  individuals. 

ey  paid  the  bills  1 — No.  The  town  paid  the  bills.  In  the  sister  town 
ihis  side  assisted  the  enforcement  of  the  Act  by  our  contributions,  but 
d  on  by  a  League. 

think  it  would  be  possible  to  get  the  money  now  in  bank  to  further 
iders  1 — I  do. 
;teps  would  need  to  be  taken  ? — The  town  authorities  are  only  custo- 

sorae  one  would  prosecute,  the  money  would  be  probably  forthcoming  ? 
hey  are  bound  to  pay  the  money,  as  it  was  collected  for  the  purposes 

s  your  opinion  as  to  the  effect  that  national  prohibition,  if  enforced, 
iness  interests,  good  or  bad  ? — Taking  my  view  of  it,  that  prohibition 
1  that  we  are  better  without  liquor  in  the  country,  it  would  be  a  good 
ice  I  have  gathered  in  my  short  life  is   that  we   are   better   without 

think  the  wage-earning  population  would  have  more  money  to  spend 
iertainly. 

isiness  generally  would  not  suffer^ — I  know  myself,  if  I  were  taxed 
Dport  of  the  Government,  I  would  consider  it  better  than  to  be  taxed 
n  for  outside  support  and  other  things,  and  because  of  my  customers 
)n  account  of  liquor.  It  would  be  better  for  me  to  pay  directly  to  the 
as  it  is  now. 

LS  a  business  man,  you  think  it  would  be  money  in  your  till  and  better 
I  were  directly  taxed,  than  to  have  to  make  up  the  losses  resulting 
tffic  1 — That  is  my  view,  because  we  would  have  less  pauperism,  less 
ion  with  the  town  courts,  and  our  people  would  pay  us  better, 
such  a  law  were  enacted  with  machinery  for  securing  fairly  good  en- 
uld  not  regard  smuggling  or  an  occasional  violation  of  the  law  as 
LW  ought  not  to  have  been  enacted  ? — I  should  not. 

?  McDonald : 

mean  by  fairly  good  enforcement,  thorough  enforcement? — Yes. 
y  enforcement  l)e  good  that  is  not  thorough  ? — There  are  laws   that 
enforced. 

Dr.  McLeod  : 

efinition  is  not  absolute  enforcement  ? — No  law  is  absolutely  enforced. 

?  McDonald^ 

mean  enforced  as  effectually  as  is  possible  with  any  law  of  that  kind 

VGRAM. 
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4124.  Do  you  think  that  such  things  as  throwing  a  bomb  a 
might  exist  as  much  under  a  general  law  as  under  a  local  oi 
might. 

4125.  Is  there  any  way  of  reaching  such  acts,  except  throu 
out  by  detectives  and  bringing  to  justice  the  persons  guilty  o] 
would  be  the  proper  course. 

4126.  Was  any  effort  made  here  to  do  that? — I  think  s 
advertised  and  offered  a  reward  for  any  evidence  towards  the  cc 

4127.  Was  such  evidence  ever  obtained  1 — I  think  not. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

4128.  Do  you  think  the  Town  Council  would  stand  in  t 
entered  a  prosecution  against  any  one  for  illegal  sale  of  liquor  ?- 

4129.  Any  one  can  enter  a  prosecution? — Yes. 

4130.  You  do  not  think  the  law  is  well  enforced  here? — N 

4131.  The  public  sentiment  is  not  sufficient  to  make  the  of 
What  is  every  body's  business  is  nobody's  business,  and  there  is 
getting  up  the  evidence,  and  when  we  have  our  bread  to  earn,  '^ 
the  court.  But  if  the  Government  gave  us  a  public  officer, 
them,  so  that  it  would  be  his  business,  and  he  would  have  all  tl 
at  his  back,  it  would  be  better  than  any  effort  of  a  few  individu 

The  Commission  adjourned  to  meet  in  Halifax  on  Monday, 
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HALIFAX,  August  1st,  1892. 

The  Royal  Commission  on  the  Liquor  Traffic  met  here  this  day  at  10  a.m..  Judge 
McDonald  presiding. 

Present : 
Mr.  E.  F.  Clarke.  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod.  Mr.  G.  A.  Gigault. 

JAMES  R.  LITHGOW,  of  Halifax,  Treasurer  of  the  Glace  Bay  Mining  Company, 
on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

4132.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Halifax  ? — Ever  since  1832. 

4133.  Have  you  ever  resided  at  Glace  Bay? — No. 

4134.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  that  section  of  the 
country  ? — Only  from  reports  and  from  hearsay. 

4135.  Have  you  anything  to  do  with  the  working  of  the  License  Act  in  Halifax? 
—No. 

Bi/  Mr.  Clarke  : 

4136.  Do  you  know  how  the  Act  is  observed  here  1 — No  more  than  I  know  gene- 
rally that  the  law  is  not  carried  out.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  illicit  selling  I  believe, 
still  I  do  not  know  anything  personally.     It  is  not  a  matter  I  take  much  interest  in. 

4137.  Would  you  support  a  law  prohibiting  the  manufacture,  importation  and  sale 
of  liquor  throughout  the  Dominion  ? — No ;  I  am  opposed  to  prohibition. 

4138.  For  what  reason  ?— I  have  been  oppos^  to  it  for  thirty  odd  years  on  what  I 
consider  are  scriptural  grounds.  It  has  always  seemed  to  me  that  Christian  legislation 
or  divine  legislation  ought  to  be  enough  for  Canada,  and  I  consider  that  divine  legisla- 
tion does  not  prohibit  the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks. 

4139.  Do  you  think  that  if  such  an  Act  were  passed,  it  could  be  enforced? — I 
think  it  could  be  enforced  with  a  great  deal  of  difficulty,  and  with  a  great  many  officers 
to  enforce  it.  I  do  not  think  the  drinking  of  intoxicating  liquors  would  be  ended  by 
legislation.  I  think  it  would  be  greatly  increased,  and  there  would  be  illicit  traffic, 
which  would  tend  to  demoralize  everybody.  I  believe  thousands  of  people  in  this 
country  will  have  their  drink  either  legally  or  illegally,  and  that  a  prohibitory  law 
would  be  attended  with  a  great  deal  of  evil.  Prohibition  would  be  a  gross  infringement 
of  home  liberty.  There  are  thousands  of  people  who  desire  to  use  what  are  called 
intoxicating  liquors  in  moderation,  and  who  believe  them  to  be  beneficial,  and  it  would 
be  a  very  great  hardship  to  require  those  people  to  deny  themselves  by  prohibiting  the 
use  of  them. 

4140.  In  the  event  of  a  prohibitory  law  being  passed,  that  is  a  law  prohibiting  the 
importation,  manufacture  and  sale  of  liquor,  do  you  think  the  brewers  and  distillers 
and  those  engaged  in  the  trade  generally  should  be  compensated  by  Parliament  ? — I  tHink 
it  would  be  only  fair  that  they  should  be  compensated. 

4141.  Have  you  any  experience  of  the  operations  of  the  Canada  Temperance  Act 
though  out  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia  ? — No. 

4142.  Do  you  know  anything  about  its  working? — No. 

4143.  Can  you  give  any  reason  why  the  license  law  should  not  be  rigidly  enforced 
in  Halifax.  We  understand  from  the  witnesses  that  there  is  a  license  inspector  here 
with  six  deputies,  who  are  sergeants  of  police,  and  that  the  inspector  and  those  deputies 
have  not  been  able  to  secure  a  reasonable  observance  of  the  Liquor  License  law  ? — I  am 
not  sure  ;  I  have  not  taken  much  interest  in  the  matter. 

4144.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  state  of  affairs  ? — No. 
James  R.  Lithgow. 
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4145.  Do  you  know  if  there  is  much  smuggling  of  liquors  along  the  coast? — I  do 
not  know.  I  occasionally  see  that  smuggled  liquors  have  been  seized,  but  I  do  not 
inquire  particularly  in  regard  to  the  matter. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod :  \ 

4146.  I  understand  that  your  objection  to  prohibition  is  based  on  scriptural 
grounds  partly  or  largely  ? — Yes. 

4147.  Do  you  think  the  licensing  of  the  traffic  is  in  accordance  with  scriptural  teach- 
ing 1 — I  believe  that  under  the  divine  law  liquor  was  sold  as  freely  as  anything  else.  I 
believe  liquor  should  be  sold  as  freely  as  anything  else  now. 

4148.  So  license  is  an  interference  as  well  as  is  prohibition  ? — Yes. 

4149.  You  think  prohibition  is  an  interference  alvo  with  human  liberty  1 — Yes  ;  a 
license  is  an  interference  also  with  human  liberty.  I  see  in  the  Scriptures  that  wine 
and  drinks  were  bought  and  sold  under  the  divine  law.  The  nation  of  Israel  had  a 
divine  law,  and  under  it  wine  and  strong  drinks  were  bought  and  sold  as  freely  as  any- 
thing else.  I  believe  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  the  same  practice  were  followed  in 
Canada. 

4150.  What  wf^uld  the  effect  be? — I  do  not  think  the  effect  would  be  any  worse, 
if  as  bad,  as  at  present,  because  I  think  the  liquor  would  be  of  better  quality  and 
would  be  cheaper,  and  as  it  would  not  be  forbidden,  the  people  would  not  be  so  apt  to 
crave  for  it. 

4151.  You  think  the  people  like  what  is  forbidden  ? — Stolen  fruits  are  the  sweetest. 
What  the  people  like  is  what  they  cannot  get. 

4152.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that,  in  your  opinion,  prohibition  would  fail 
because  there  would  be  a  great  deal  of  illicit  trade  ? — Yes,  I  believe  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  prevent  the  importation  of  liquor  into  this  country. 

4153.  You  believe  there  is  more  or  less  illicit  trade  under  the  license  law  ? — Yes. 

4154.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  an  increase  of  the  illicit  trade  under  pro- 
hibition ? — I  cannot  say.     I  think  it  is  very  likely  there  would  be. 

4155.  You  object  both  to  license  and  prohibition  because  they  interfere  with  human 
liberty  and  are  not  scriptural  ? — Yes,  I  object  to  prohibition  especially.  I  do  not  think 
there  is  the  same  objection  to  license,  but  I  have  very  strong  objection  to  prohibition. 
If  I  believe  a  glasa  of  wine  does  me  good,  why  should  I  be  prohibited  from  taking  it. 
I  know  of  thousands  of  cases,  among  them  some  of  my  own  friends,  who  have  taken  ale 
or  wine,  and  who  seem  to  have  taken  a  new  lease  of  life.  I  believe  strong  drink  is  as 
good  in  many  cases  as  any  other  article  we  can  take,  but  it  may  be  abused. 

4156.  Perhaps  you  know  some  men  who  would  not  be  in  such  good  health  if  they 
had  not  taken  certain  other  things,  and  yet  perhaps  those  other  things  you  would  not 
have  freely  sold  ? — I  do  not  know. 


JAMES  W.  FLEMING,  Superintendent  of  the  Halifax  Poor's  Asylum,  on  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

4157.  Under  what  control  is  your  asylum? — It  is  controlled  by  the  City  Council. 

4158.  Then  it  is  a  civic  institution? — Yes. 

4159.  How  long  has  it  been  in  operation  ? — It  has  been  under  the  city's  control 
since  the  Ist  of  July,  1886. 

4160.  How  long  have  you  been  manager  of  the  asylum? — Between  12  and  13 
years,  12  years  from  first  of  last  April. 

4161.  How  many  inmates  are  there  at  present  ? — 270;  140  men,  128  women  and 
12  children. 

4162.  What  is  the  mode  of  admission  ?  Do  the  people  apply  for  admission,  or  are 
they  sent  there  by  some  authority  ? — They  generally  apply  to  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  six,  or  to  the  alderman  on  the  roll  of  visitors  for  that  month. 
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4163.  Is  it  a  fact  that  indigent  circumstances  form  the  basis  on  which  they  are 
admitted  ? — Yes.  • 

4164.  Do  you  consider  that  the  present  number  is  an  average  for  recent  years? — 
The  highest  number  was  in  1891,  when  it  was  from  330  to  340.  That  would  make  a 
weekly  average  of  probably  95.  Some  years  the  number  has  been  100,  and  even  up  to 
300. 

4165.  Are  some  people  there  permanently? — Yes. 

4166.  And  some  are  there  temporarily? — Yes,  a  good  many  temporarily. 

4167.  Do  I  understand  that  the  asylum  is  not  a  place  to  which  people  are  sent  by 
a  police  magistrate  under  warrant  ? — No,  not  under  warrant. 

4168.  Are  the  inmates  free  to  go  as  they  please ;  do  they  discharge  themselves! — 
Yes,  if  they  are  capable  of  taking  care  of  themselves  we  let  them  go. 

4169.  Are  they  mostly  people  who  have  resided  in  Halifax,  or  are  they  people  who 
have  drifted  in  from  other  sections  ? — They  drift  in  from  elsewhere.  There  are  more 
people  there  in  the  winter  than  in  the  summer,  of  course. 

4170.  Do  you  charge  the  province  with  the  cost  of  those  who  come  in  from  out- 
side ? — No.     They  come  in,  and  we  cannot  get  clear  of  them  for  a  certain  time. 

4171.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  operations  of  the  license  law  in  Halifax? — 
Not  much,  only  from  hearsay. 

4172.  Are  you  able,  from  your  knowledge,  to  spe^k  of  the  working  of  that  law  ? — 
No. 

4173.  Have  you  lived  in  any  place  where  a  prohibitory  law  has  been  enforced? — I 
have  not. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

4174.  About  what  proportion  of  the  inmates  of  the  asylum  are  strangers? — 
Probably  70. 

4175.  That  would  be  a  fair  proportion  of  the  inmates  from  year  to  year? — Yes,  60 
or  70.  Part  of  those  have  lived  in  the  city  for  a  good  many  years,  but  did  not  live  five 
years  in  the  city  at  one  time,  clear  of  the  Jtsylum,  so  as  to  gain  a  residence. 

4176.  Most  of  the  time  they  were  in  the  city  but  for  a  short  period,  less  than  five 
years  ? — Yes. 

4177.  How  long  have  you  been  in  charge  of  the  asylum  ? — Twelve  years  past. 

4178.  During  that  time  have  you  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  quite  closely 
the  character  of  the  people,  and  forming  some  estimate  of  the  causes  that  brought 
them  there  ?  Please  state  your  view  to  the  Commission  as  to  the  causes  that  brought 
the  people  there  ? — There  are  a  great  many  different  causes.  People  are  apt  to  say  at 
first,  and  I  would  have  said  it  some  times,  that  liquor  had  brought  three-fourths  of  them 
there.  It  is  so  generally  considered,  but  when  you  come  to  consider  the  matter  further, 
I  should  think  not  more  than  one-third  had  been  brought  there  directly  by  liquor.  Then 
there  are  other  causes.  Perhaps  one  third,  but  that  is  a  matter  of  opinion,  are  brought 
there  indirectly  by  liquor.     They  never  drank. 

4179.  So  you  think  one-third  were  brought  there  directly  and  another  third 
indirectly  by  liquor  ? — Yes. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

4180.  Do  you  find  that  the  number  fluctuates  according  to  the  times  outside,  that 
when  the  times  are  good  in  the  general  acceptance  of  the  term  there  are  fewer  inmates 
than  when  the  times  are  bad  ?-^It  makes  ft  difference.  If  the  times  are  good  and  work 
is  plentiful,  there  are  not  so  many  inmates.  When  I  went  there  the  inmates  numbered 
480 — that  was  in  1880.  We  have  not  had,  I  think,  such  hard  times  since  then,  and 
the  inmates  have  been  getting  less  in  number. 

4181.  Do  you  attribute  the  decrease  in  the  number  to  the  improvement  in  the 
times  ? — Partly,  and  also  partly  to  more  attention  being  paid  to  getting  infants  out  of 
the  asylum.  I  always  consider  that  a  man  is  better  if  he  is  there  only  a  week  rather 
than  a  month. 

4182.  Do  you  take  any  means  of  ascertaining  the  previous  life  and  habits  of  the 
inmates  further  than  general  inquiries  made  by  yourself  ? — No. 

4183.  You  have  no  machinery  by  which  you  can  obtain  that  information  ? — No. 
James  W.  Fleming. 
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W.  H.  STERNS,  of  Dartmouth,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

4184.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I  am  a  book-keepier. 

4185.  Do  you  occupy  any  official  position  in  Dartmouth  ?— No,  not  in  Dartmouth. 

4186.  Do  you  occupy  any  official  position  elsewhere  ? — No. 

4187.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Dartmouth  % — I  was  bom  there  and  have  lived 
there  alwaya 

4188.  Then  you  have  known  Dartmouth,  I  suppose,  under  some  license  law? ^Yes. 

4189.  Do  you  remember  it  under  the  old  license  law  ? — Yes,  quite  well. 

4190.  At  that  time,  were  there  any  licensed  houses  ? — There  have  been  as  many  at 
one  time  as  20  probably. 

4191.  Smce  the  new  law  was  passed,  have  there  been  any  licensed  houses  at  any 
tune  1 — Not  since  the  McCarthy  Act  came  into  force. 

4192.  And  were  there  any  under  the  McCarthy  Act  ?— There  were  three. 

4193.  Under  the  Provincial  law  have  there  been  any  ? — Yes. 

4194.  Has  there  been  an  increase  or  decrease  of  drunkenness  in  Dartmouth  within 
your  recollection,  or  within  the  last  10  years  ?— I  do  not  know.  I  fail  to  see  any  great 
difference  so  far  as  the  law  is  concerned. 

4195.  Do  you  believe  that  the  license  law  is  efficiently  enforced  in  Dartmouth  1 I 

think  as  well  as  it  can  be,  as  well  as  the  machinery  of  the  law  will  allow  it  to  be  enforced. 

4196.  ^Tiat  do  you  mean  ?— Taking  Dartmouth,  with  its  close  proximity  to  Halifax* 
where  liquor  is  sold  openly  and  from  which  place  it  can  be  carried  across  the  harbour' 
the  present  law  is  not  prohibitory  so  far  as  Dartmouth  is  concerned. 

4197.  Do  you  believe  there  is  any  illicit  selling  in  Dartmouth  itself  ?— It  can  be 
bought  anywhere  almost. 

4198.  Have  you  any  reason  to  form  an  opinion  of  the  character  of  the  liquor  sold 
in  those  illicit  places,  whether  it  is  pure  or  adulterated?— So  far  as  I  can  learn  it  is 
adulterated.     It  is  the  worst  kind  of  liquor. 

4199.  Do  you  judge  from  the  effects  1 — From  what  I  have  been  told. 

4200.  It  is  your  opinion  that  a  general  prohibitory  enactment  for  the  Dominion, 
prohibiting  the  unportation,  manufacture  and  sale  of  liquor,  could  be  efficiently  carried 
out  ? — My  own  personal  opinion  is  that  it  could  not  be.  I  think  that  a  high  license 
law  would  have  a  better  effect. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

4201.  What  opportunity  have  you  of  ascertaining  whether  the  liquor  is  sold  illi- 
citly or  not  in  Darmouth  1 — My  own  knowledge.  It  is  not  a  very  large  place,  and  I  am 
pretty  w^ell  acquainted  with  all  the  people.  I  have  a  very  good  idea  as  to  where  it  is 
sold,  and  where  it  is  not  sold. 

4202.  The  Commission  have  received  the  testimony  of  the  license  inspector.  He 
was  understood  to  say  that  the  place  was  free,  or  comparatively  free  from  licensed 
places,  and  there  was  virtually  prohibition  in  Darmouth  ? — I  do  not  mean  to  say  there 
is  not.     The  Act  is  enforced  as  far  as  it  can  be  under  the  present  machinery. 

4203.  But  you  think  there  are  licensed  dives  there  ? — I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  so. 

4204.  How  many  % — I  could  not  say. 

4205.  Are  there  three?— I  think  that  liquor  is  sold  in  the  town. 

4206.  In  many  places  ? — I  could  not  say,  I  do  not  know.  The  court  records  will 
prove  that.  There  is  a  case  of  a  man  being  summoned  twice  within  a  week  for  selling 
liquor  in  the  town. 

4207.  How  many  cases  have  there  been  in  court  of  persons  being  charged  with 
selling  liquor  illicitly  during  the  past  three  months  % — To  my  knowledge  that  is  the  only 
case  within  three  months,  and  the  party  was  brought  up  twice  within  10  days  for  selling 
liquor  in  the  toMm. 
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e  McDonald : 

was  the  result  of  the  case  ?     Was  the  party  acquitted  or  convicted  Ir- 
the  first  oflfence,  and  the  second  offence  is  not  settled,  but  is  yet  in 

Dr,  McLeod : 

the  fact  that  a  man  has  been  prosecuted  indicate  that  the  law  is 
aforced  1 — I  think  so. 

Clarke  : 

mderstand  that  you  have  lived  in  Dartmouth  all  your  life  ? — I  have, 
►u  well  acquainted  with  Halifax  ? — Yes. 

u  know  any  good  reason  why  the  liquor  license  law  should  not  be 
ty  ? — I  do  not,  but  they  do  not  seem  to  enforce  it. 


PH  SHAW  COFFIN,   of  Windsor,  Hants  County,   on  being  duly 
follows : — 

'6  McDonald : 

re  a  minister,  I  believe  ? — I  am  a  minister  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
>f  the  Conference  of  Nova  Scotia. 

ong  have  you  resided  in  Windsor  1 — About  a  year  and  three  months, 
ow  long  in  Nova  Scotia  1 — Most  of  my  life,  with  the  exception  of  live 
Bw  Brunswick,  and  three  years  in  Cape  Breton.     I  have  spent  of  my 
years  in  Nova  Scotia, 
you  during  your  residence  in  Nova  Scotia  resided  in  different  coun- 

you  had  any  knowledge  of  the  working  of  the  old  license  law  and  the 
have  had  some  knowledge  of  the  old  license  law,  but  not  much.     I 
•unties  that  have  been  under  the  Scott  Act. 
you  had  any  considerable  acquaintance  with  the  working  of  the  Scott 

is  so  far  as  you  have  resided  in  places  where  it  has  been  in  force  1 — 

L  quite  actively  engaged  in  the  matter. 

you  been  engaged  in  connection  with  the  passing  of  the  Act  and  the 

[  was  particularly  engaged  in  the  bringing  of  the  Act  into  operation  in 

pe  Breton. 

at  part  of  Cape  Breton  did  you  reside  at  that  time  ? — In  Sydney. 

)u  receive  a  circulaV  from  this  Commission  ? — I  did. 

you  answered  it  ? — I  have. 

Clarke : 

a  know  anything  of  the  operation  of  the  law  in  the  County  of  Cape 
sent  time  1 — Many  years  have  elapsed  since  I  left  the  county, 
ong  has  the  Act  been  in  force  there  ? — It  was  in  force  during  my  first 
It  was  brought  into  operation  about  1 2  years  ago. 
t  has  been  in  operation  about  11  years? — Yes. 

lid  it  operate  during  your  residence  there  1 — I  lived  in  Sydney  about  a 
t  came  into  operation,  and  when  I  left  I  got  out  of  touch  with  the 
^ct.  During  the  first  year  or  so  after  the  Act  was  brought  into  opera- 
lid  very  fine  work  in  diminishing  the  number  of  liquor  shops  in  the 
where  I  resided.  I  was  not  in  the  habit  of  visiting  those  places  per- 
refore  cannot  speak  as  a  personal  witness,  but  from  the  best  know- 
:rns. 
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ledge  we  could  secure  duiing  the  first  four  months  after  the  Act  was  put  into  operation, 
the  number  of  liquor  shops  was  reduced  in  Sydney  from  25  to  less  than  7,  and  for  some 
time  there  were  not  more  than  3.  Then  litigation  began.  The  Act  was  enforced 
merely  through  the  instrumentality  of  private  parties,  they  themselves  providing  the 
sinews  of  war.  But,  as  I  say,  litigation  began.  Cases  were  appealed,  and  every-  hind- 
rance was  thrown  in  the  way  in  that  direction.  These  hindrances  became  exceedingly 
onerous  at  last,  so  that  the  private  parties  who  had  taken  the  matter  under  their  charge 
became  discouraged  and  threw  it  up. 

4228.  What  is  the  condition  of  affairs  in  the  other  counties  you  have  visited  in  the 
province  where  the  Scott  Act  is  in  force  ? — In  the  County  of  Shelbume  it  has  worked 
finely  in  the  direction  of  suppressing  the  drink  trade.  To  be  sure  there  were  periods 
during  my  residence  in  that  county,  for  instance  in  the  town  of  Shelburne,  of  which  I 
was  a  resident,  when  it  was  very  difficult  indeed  to  prevent  the  sale  of  liquor,  and  I 
presume  the  knowing  ones  who  were  acquainted  with  those  natters  would  find  places 
where  liquor  could  be  obtained  in  Shelbume  almost  any  day.  But  outside  of  that 
town  at  that  time,  in  the  beautiful  town  of  Lockeport,  for  instance,  the  sale  of  liquor  was 
practically  excluded,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  county  liquor  was  not  to  be  obtained.  In 
the  district  of  Barrington,  where  I  was  stationed  three  years,  there  was  no  liquor  to  be 
had  for  a  distance  of  40  miles. 

4229.  Did  the  Scott  Act  accomplish  what  its  promoters  contended  it  would  accom- 
plish 1 — It  did  most  decidedly ;  and  in  any  places  throughout  the  province  where  it 
was  not  enforced,  its  non-enforcement  was  owing  to  the  want  of  adequate  machineiy. 

4230.  What  change  would  you  suggest  in  the  Act  ? — It  seems  to  me  there  would 
be  no  difficulty  whatever  if,  instead  of  the  Scott  Act  being  merely  a  local  Act,  it  was  a 
Dominion  Act,  and  the  Federal  Government  provided  the  necessary  machinery  to 
enforce  it. 

4231.  Do  they  not  provide  the  machinery  now? — Its  enforcement  is  "dependent 
entirely  upon  the  good-will  of  the  people  in  the  particular  counties  which  adopt  the  Act. 

4232.  The  Act  is  put  into  operation  by  the  vote  of  the  people,  and  the  representa- 
tives are  elected  by  a  similar  vote  1 — I  am  not  aware  of  that  fact. 

4233.  Could  you  suggest  any  changes  that  could  be  made  in  order  to  make  the  Act 
more  easily  workable  and  more  efiective  ?  Would  the  appointment  of  Dominion  officers 
be  an  improvement  ? — I  think  so  most  decidedly.  If  we  had  the  weight  of  the  Federal 
Government  behind  the  Act,  with  the  machinery  that  the  Federal  Grovemment  could 
employ  to  enforce  the  law,  it  would  be  all  we  would  need  to  settle   the  matter  at  once. 

4234.  Then  you  think  that,  even  if  the  Act  has  been  fairly  successful  where  it  has 
been  enforced,  it  would  be  more  successful  if,  instead  of  having  the  local  authorities 
administer  the  law,  it  should  be  administered  by  Dominion  officials  ? — Decidedly. 

By  Mr,  GigauU  : 

4235.  Do  you  think  it  is  a  sin  to  take  a  glass  of  cider  ? — I  think  it  would  be  a  sin ; 
but  my  conscience  may  not  be  your  conscience.  W^ith  my  view  of  my  responsibility  to 
my  feUowmen  and  the  importance  of  example,  it  would  be  a  sin  for  me  to  take  a  glass 
of  cider.  But  I  do  not  wish  to  put  any  one  in  the  same  category  with  myself  in  this 
matter. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

4236.  You  have  had  some  experience,  I  understand,  in  regard  to  the  enforcement 
of  the  Canada  Temperance  Act.  Can  you  state  the  chief  difficulties  in  the  way  of  its 
enforcement  ? — There  is  very  little  difficulty  that  I  have  found  in  enforcing  the  Canada 
Temperance  Act.  I  speak  now  from  the  stand-point  of  the  localities  where  I  have  resided. 
There  is  no  difficulty  where  we  have  the  local  authorities  behind  the  Act,  but  failing 
that  condition,  when  the  entire  responsibility  of  providing  means  to  carry  on  the  pro- 
secutions is  thrown  on  private  parties,  as  we  see  is  the  case  to-day  in  the  County  of 
Cape  Breton  with  no  possibility  of  the  parties  being  recouped  by  the  fines  that  may  be 
collected,  it  is  an  exceedingly  vexatious  matter. 

4237.  Why  is  it  that  the  money  collected  in  fines  is  not  appropriated  to  the  enfor- 
cement ? — It  is   collected.     This  proved  the  main  difficulty  in  Cape  Breton  during  the 
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An  arrangement  was  made  with  the  Town  Council  by  which  the  money 
irivate  parties  in  these  cases  was  recouped  out  of  the  fines  collected  ; 
ion  was  taken  againfet  that  course,  and  I  believe  a  case  was  carried  to  the 
b,  and  it  was  found  to  be  illegal,  it  being  held  that  the  lines  must  go  into 
lury. 

r  what  purpose  ? — For  whatever  purpose  they  saw  fit  to  appropriate  it. 
at  was  the  judgment  of  the  Court  1 — The  judgment  was  this  :  that  the 
providing  that  those  fines  should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  association, 
League,  which  was  enforcing  the  law,  was  illegal,  and  the  money  must  go 
treasury. 

you  understand  there  was  objection  made  to  tho^e  fines  being  used  through 
als  for  the  enforcement  of  the  Act  ? — There  was,  decidedly  in  Sydney, 
ire  the  funds  appropriated  to  *  any  purpose  by  the  Town  Council  other 
•cement  of  the  Act  ? — I  cannot  say. 
t  they  were  not  appropriated  to  the  enforcement  of  the  Act  ? — They  were 

ithin  the  range  of  your  observation  and  experience,  have  any  difliculties  of 

rown  out  of  the  delays  and  obstructions  that  arose  in  the  Courts  through 

™y  greatly  so. 

u  say  that  several  appeals  were  taken  :  were  they  long  delayed  before 

given  ? — Yes,  some  were  carried  on  for  years. 

bat  was  the  effect  of  the  long  delay  on  the  people  ? — They  became  very 

ged. 

you  tliink  a  prohibitory  law  would  be  better  enforced  than  thfc  Canada 
.ct  ?--I  think  very  much  better. 

p  what  reason? — Because  there  would  be  all  the , difference  as  regards 
iuence  between  merely  local  enforcement  and  Federal  enforcement,  and 
5  the  weight  of  the  general  Government  behind  the  law  with  the  machinery 
v^ernment  could  provide  for  enforcing  their  own  law.  I  cannot  see  how 
herwise  :  it  could  be  enforced  with  greater  vigour  and  effect. 
3uld  there  be  any  advantage  in  the  fact  that  the  law  would  prohibit  the 
[  well  as  the  sale  ? — Decidedly  so.  It  would  make  it  much  more  workable, 
M)tt  Act  at  its  best  is  only  a  half  way  measure. 

>u  think,  however,  the  Canada  Temperance  Act,  in  spite  of  the  many  diffi- 
jncountered,  has  been  fairly  well  enforced  in  a  great  many  places  1 — I  do. 
id  in  your  opinion  it  is  preferable  to  a  license  law  1 — Decidedly. 

your  answers  to  the  questions  sent  to  you  in  our  circular  letter,  as  a 
fou.  set  forth  with  any  particularity  your  belief,  from  your  experience  and 
I  to  the  responsibility  of  the  drink  trade  for  crime  and  immorality,  poverty, 
3le,  neglect  of  children  and  neglect  of  religion  and  the  like  ? — The  questions 
I  as  fully  as  possible, 
►u  answered  the  questions  simply  ? — Yes. 

Lve  you  had  an  opportunity  of  comparing  the  condition  of  communities 
e  law,  with  the  condition  of  communities  under  enforced  prohibition  in 
ne,  immorality,  poverty,  domestic  trouble  and  the  like  1 — I  cannot  say  I 
pportunity  that  would  enable  me  to  judge  with  any  degree  of  accuracy  as 
latter,  and  to  make  any  comparison  between  these  two  systems, 
hat  is  your  general  impression  as  to  the  effect  of  a  licensed  drink  system 
mity  in  regard  to  crime,  immorality  and  poverty,  as  compared  with  the 
imunity  of  entire  prohibition  ? — I  have  studied  that  matter  with  a  con- 
ee  of  care,  although  I  have  not  fallen  on  communities  where  my  actual 
auld  enable  me  to  judge  very  accurately.  But  from  very  careful  attention 
have  given  to  the  collection  of  statistics  and  that  kind  of  thing,  I  am 
iisfied  that  prohibition  decidedly  reduces  crime  and  all  the  evils  connected 
c  traflic. 

•  you  believe  that  laws  against  the  evil  have  an  effect  on  public  opinion  in 
matter  ? — I  do,  or  I  would  not  believe  in  the  moral  law.     The  effect  is 
i  an  educator. 
osEPH  Shaw  Coffin. 
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4256.  What  do  you  think  is  the  best  method  of  dealing  wi 
with  a  view  to  lessen  it  ?  Do  you  believe  the  best  method  is  to  hi 
respect  to  it  or  to  have  entire  prohibition  1 — National  prohibition. 

Bj/  Mr.  Clarke  : 

4257.  What  is  the  moral  effect  on  the  community  of  having  tl 
and  supposed  to  be  enforced  in  various  parts  of  the  province  and  yet 
the  law  being  more  honoured  in  the  breach  than  in  the  observance  1 
to  take  the  ground  that  the  moral  effect  is  as  disastrous  as  some  cla 
that  it  is  better  to  have  the  law,  even  if  it  is  largely  violated,  t 
inasmuch  as  I  believe  the  law,  even  with  partial  enforcement, 
educators  we  have  along  the  line  that  the  law  is  intended  to  follow 

4258.  Do  you  know  that  the  Government  have  made  pro\ 
imposed  on  those  who  violate  the  Scott  Act  are  placed  at  the  disp< 
bodies  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  law  ? — But  if  the  municipa 
to  employ  the  fines,  they  being  opposed  to  the  enforcement  of  tl 
happen  1 

4259.  Do  you  know  it  is  a  fact  that  the  Government  have  ma 
It  is  a  fact. 

4260.  How  do  you  account  for  the  fact  that  communities,  sue 
Breton,  will  pass  the  Scott  Act  by  substantial  majorities,  and  the  Ic 
soon  as  the  law  is  brought  into  force,  in  North  Sydney,  for  exampl 
to  have  representatives  of  the  people  enforce  the  law  ? — It  is  difficul 
admit.  When  we  get  into  elections  many  things  happen  that  I  a 
explain.  In  Sydney  and  North  Sydney  there  are  large  numbers 
opposed  to  any  such  enactment,  and  they  often  carry  things  their 
tainly  so  in  North  Sydney. 

4261.  Do  you  know  the  condition  of  affairs  in  the  district  of  C 

4262.  What  kind  of  a  population  is  it  there  ? — I  think  generally 

4263.  It  consists  of  what  ? — It  consists  of  miners  largely. 

4264.  Also  sailore  ? — Sailors,  but  not  largely  so. 

4265.  The  evidence  submitted  to  the  Commission  seems  to 
well  observed  there,  and  that  the  character  of  the  population  of  C 
that  in  the  province  1 — The  character  of  the  population  at  Cow  Ba 
from  that  of  Sydney,  and  North  Sydney  especially  ;  they  are  more 
abiding  people  and  entertain  a  stronger  temperance  sentiment. 

4266.  We  understand  that  at  Sydney  Mines  there  is  a  local  m 
and  the  authorities  seem  to  be  in  sympathy  with  the  temperance  pe 
law  and  there  is  not  much  trouble.  It  is  part  and  parcel  of  Cape  1 
and  the  people  adopted  the  Act  by  a  large  majority  1 — Yes,  by  a  L 

4267.  Then  in  regard  to  the  action  of  the  authorities,  do  I  un( 
make  a  better  explanation  than  you  have  made  ? — I  cannot  account 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

4268.  You  have  stated  that  in  some  sections  of  the  country  tl 
enforced  and  in  others  not  ? — As  thoroughly  as  any  other  criminal  ] 

4269.  In  those  sections  where  it  is  enforced,  is  it  not  enforce 
cers  ?— Yes. 

4270.  There  is  no  Dominion  law  there  ? — Yes. 

4271.  Might  not  that  be  the  case  if  the  othcers  would  do  the 
counties  ? — I  think  the  fault  is  with  the  officers. 

4272.  You  state  that  if  you  had  Dominion  machinery  and  D< 
could  enforce  this  law  as  well  as  the  law  is  enforced  against  mure 
Do  you  find  any  section  of  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia  where  m 
other  crimes  are  allowed  to  go  unpunished  because  no  one  will  do 
not,  so  far  as  my  experience  goes. 

4273.  You  have  a  case  in  which  the  Dominion  has  passed  the 
carried  out  by   local  officers.      The  Dominion  does  not    appoint 
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out  the  criminal  law,  and  yet  we  find  it  carried  out.  Do 
ig  to  do  with  it :  that  in  the  sections  of  Nova  Scotia  where 
horoughly  enforced,  they  have  the  public  sentiment  and  the 

their  back,  and  where  it  is  not  enforced,  it  is  for  lack  of 
adoubtedly,  if  we  could  get  the  same  weight  of  public  sen- 
e  liquor  trade  that  we  get  against  other  crimes,  the  law 
>rously  than  it  is. 

lere  may  be  an  explanation  in  the  fact  that  where  a  wrong 
iial,  as  in  the  case  of  theft  or  other  crimes,  he  or  his  friends 
jause  the  crime  trenches  upon  his  rights  ? — That  may  be  so, 
iportance  to  that. 

it  with  ^  Dominion  law  against  theft  and  other  offences  of 
aw  against  the  sale  of  liquor,  there  are  many  in  the  oommu- 
as  striking  at  what  is  an  evil  in  itself,  while  they  do  not  so 
ey  think  it  is  no  great  evil  in  itself.  Does  that  influence 
ue  extent. 

J  may  enter  into  consideration  and  may  create  difficulty  in 
after  it  has  been  adopted  1 — I  think  that  is  correct. 

od  : 

link  does  the  most  wrong  to  the  greatest  number  of  indivi- 
b,  drink  ;  there  is  no  comparison  between  the  two,  hardly, 
i  drink  has  been  almost  the  sole  cause  of  crime  and  domes- 
a.  good  deal  of  it,  I  am  sorry  to  say. 


5,  of  Halifax,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : — 

lid: 

sidence  1 — Halifax. 

jupation  or  calling  ? — I  am  a  merchant, 
resided  ih  Halifax  ? — Yes. 

ly  opportunity  of  observing  the  working  of  the  license  law 
),  I  have  very  little  knowledge  of  it. 

)Osition  to  state  from  personal  observation  whether  during 
there  has  been  an  increase  or  a  decrease  of  drunkenness  in 
opinion  on  that  would  just  be  nil. 

ason  to  know,  or  would  your  experience  lead  you  to  say  any- 
liquor  into  the  Province  ? — No  ;  personally  I  know  nothing 
t  we  gather  from  the  published  reportjs. 
^rm  an  opinion  as  to  whether  a  Dominion  prohibitory  law, 
manufacture  and  sale  of  intoxicating  beverages,  could  be 
eve  in  the  beginning  that  such  a  law  would  be  against  the 
n's  natural  liberty.  In  other  words,  I  take  no  interest  in 
ties  and  some  things  stronger  than  wines, 
starting  point,  such  a  law  would  not  be  a  proper  one  ? — 
e  originated  in  my  mind. 

d,  do  you  believe  it  could  be  carried  out  ?  — I  believe  if  it  is 
it,  it  will  fail. 


of  a  prohibitory  law  being  enacted  by  the  Dominion 
ose  who  have  money  invested  in  breweries  and  distilleries 
erested  in  tlie  trade,  should  be  compensated  ? — The  effect 
J  that  I  would  hardly  like  to  answer  it.     It  is  a  very  large 
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question.  To  begin  with,  I  think  they  have  a  right  to  make  wines  and  to  brew  malt 
liquors,  and  to  make  the  spirit  for  the  poor  man  which  is  like  the  wine  for  the  rich  man  ; 
and  if  they  have  gone  intobusiness  largely,  I  would  be  sony  to  say  they  had  not  a  right  to  re- 
compense. But  it  must  be  remembered  that  they  went  into  that  in  the  face  of  a  very 
large  opinion  against  the  existence  of  the  traffic,  though  I  do  not  believe  that  opinion 
to  be  sound ;  still  there  is  an  opinion,  and  if  I  were  a  judge,  I  would  not  like  to  give  them 
a  judgment  on  that. 

4288.  If  the  capital  was  withdrawn  from  this  industry,  could  it  find  profitable  in- 
•  vestment  in  this  city  or  in  this  province  1 — I  think  so.     There  has  never  been  a  time 

within  my  knowledge  when  an  active  man  has  not  had  an  opportunity  of  investment. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

4289.  It  seems  to  be  generally  conceded  that  the  liquor  trade  must  be  dealt  with 
in  some  way,  restricted,  regulated  or  prohibited  :  what  is  your  view  ? — My  view  may  be 
singular.  I  would  not  regulate  it  at  all.  I  would  treat  the  use  of  wine  as  I  would  the 
use  of  milk,  and  no  one,  I  think,  would  prohibit  or  regulate  or  place  an  impost  upon 
the  sale  of  good  milk. 

4290.  Would  you  apply  any  regulations  to  the  other  articles  sold  by  trade  ? — As  to 
the  stronger  drinks,  I  am  hardly  an  expert.  I  know,  though  not  by  personal  experience, 
that  there  are  very  many  spurious  things  sold  as  wholesome  liquor,  and  it  is  only  fair 
that  the  State  should  deal  with  them.  I  think  if  I  were  in  a  position  to  judge  as  to 
them,  I  might  judge  adversely  to  them.. 

4291.  It  seems  to  be  agreed  that  some  evil  arises  from  the  drink  habit  and  the 
drink  trade.  How  would  you  minimize  it? — Here,  again,  I  may  be  singular.  I  believe 
good  and  evil  have  been  placed  before  man  by  his  Maker.  He  has  the  choice  of  good 
and  of  evil  as  he  will,  and  I  would  not  interfere  with  the  judgment  of  the  man  as  to 
that. 

4292.  Would  you  interfere  with  those  who  minister  to  man's  desire  for  evil  things  ? 
— That  is  a  form  of  distinct  disobedience  to  the  law.  We  have  all  to  do  what  is  right 
by  each  other. 

4293.  Do  you  believe  that  the  community  has  any  right  to  interfere  with  the  liquor 
trade  in  any  way  1 — An  interference  would  never  have  originated  in  my  own  mind. 

4294.  You  have  been  in  the  liquor  importing  business  ? — Yes. 

4295.  You  are  not  now  ? — No.  In  olden  time  every  merchant  in  Halifax  was 
engaged  in  that  business  more  or  less.  My  father  was  a  wholesale  merchant  and  some- 
times he  would  have  cargoes  of  rum  from  the  West  Indies,  as  well  as  brandy  and  Bor- 
deaux and  large  importations  of  wine.  These  were  dealt  with  by  him  and  by  me  as 
his  young  partner,  very  largely.  I  suppose  at  one  time  my  firm  handled  as  much  goods 
of  that  kind  as  any  firm  in  Halifax,  but  of  choice  we  gave  that  up.         / 


ANDREW  M.  BELL,  of  Halifax,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

4296.  What  is  your  occupation  or  calling  1 — Merchant. 

4297.  How  long  have  your  resided  in  Halifax  ] — All  my  life. 

4298.  Have  you  had  any  acquaintance  with  the  operation  of  a  prohibitory  law  ? — No. 

4299.  Or  of  a  license  law  ?— Yes. 

4300.  In  the  City  of  Halifax  ?~Yes. 

4301.  With  the  old  provincial  law  1 — I  knew  of  it,  but  I  did  not  come  into  imme- 
diate contact  with  it. 

4302.  Did  you  know  anything  of  the  McCarthy  Act  ?— By  hearsay. 

4303.  You    have   had   experience  pf   the   new  license   law] — Yes,   of  that  more 
particularly. 

4304.  Has  that  law  tended  to  increase  or  decrease  drunkenness  ? — I  do  not  feel 
prepared  to  say,  because  it  has  never  been  carried  out. 
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it  license  law  has  not  been  efficiently  enforced  in  the  City  of 

any  reason  to  believe  there  is  any  unlicensed  sale  of  liquors  in 

5re  is. 

nk  there  is  any  breaking  of  the  law  in  consequence  of  the  terms 

\  is  more  in  that  respect  than  in  the  other. 

ay  ? — Having  bars  in  hotels  and  selling  by  the  glass. 

ipply  to  both  hotels  and  shops  ? — Yes. 

that  you  are  President  of  the  Law  and  Order  League  of  Halifax  ? — * 

)urpose  was  that  formed  ? — To  do  aggressive  temperance  work, 
intary  association  *? — Yes. 
of  gentlemen  of  the  community  ? — Yes. 

ploy  officers  to  act  under  it,  such  as  inspectors  ? — We  have  done  so. 
leasure  of  success  attended  the  efforts  of  the  League  ? — In  demon- 
was  being  broken,  and  in  demonstrating  further  that  the  law  was 
t. 

3ague  made  an  effort  to  obtain  the  assistance  of  civic  machinery, 
ing  a  civic  inspector  and  his  deputies  ? — Yes. 
J  been  laid  before  <them  for  breaches  of  the  law  ? — Yes. 
hat  information  been  acted  upon  when  it  has  been  given  to  these 
itorily  in  my  opinion, 
not  manifested  zeal  in  the  enforcement  of  the  license  law  ? — That 

ink  that,  if  these  officers,  the  inspector  and  his  deputies,  were  to 
nforce  the  present  license  law,  it  could  be  carried  out  more  effec- 
jsent  ? — Much  more  effectually  than  it  is  at  present,  certainly, 
formed  any  opinion  as  to  what  is  the  motive  for  this  neglect  on 
irt  of  his  deputies  1 — I  have  not. 

ow  whether  he  has  at  his  back  the  City  Council  pressing  him  on 
[f  you  mean  the  sympathy  of  the  majority  of  the  Council,  I  hardly 

formed  any  opinion  as  to  the  charactor  of  the  liquor  that  is  sold 

t  is  pure  or  adulterated  ? — No. 

le  has  not  dealt  with  that  subject  at  all  ? — No. 

McLeod : 

give  us  briefly  a  history  of  the  Law  and  Order  League  ? — The 
3d  at  a  time  when  Mr.  Mackasey  had  been  unanimously  reported 
je  of  the  Council,  l^efore  whom  he  had  been  impeached  by  the 
?mperance  Union.  At  some  of  these  meetings  the  ladies  had  been 
ihe  Law  and  Order  League  grew  out  of  that.  Those  who  were  in 
iies  formed  the  League  to  act  as  a  buffer  between  the  ladies  and 
at  kind.  They  then  undertook  to  prove  that  the  law  was  being 
-ble  of  enforcement.  They  employed  men  to  do  that,  and  I  think 
bher,  where  there  were  apparent  defects  in  the  law,  they  went  to 
and  asked  for  such  amendments  as  they  thought  desirable.  That 
,  the  work  they  have  done, 
g  out  your  work,  did  you  have  to  employ  detective  servdce  at  any 

hat  succeed  ? — It  succeeded  in  getting  proof  against  nearly  every 

n  the  city. 

the  final  outcome  of  that  ?  Did  the  detectives  and  your  League  get 

the  end  of  that  ? — In  furtherance  of  that,  we  thought  it  desirable 
ridence  sifted  before  the  Courts.     We  brought  cases  against  those 
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\'iolators  of  the  law,  and  convictions  were  obtained.  When  the  licensed 
that,  they  brought  cases  against  those  men,  charging  them  with  conspiracy 
tried  and  acquitted.  A  case  was  brought  against  myself  personally  for  mi 
convicted  before  the  County  Court.  I  appealed  to  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
dismissed. 

4331.  That  is  malice  in  your  endeavours  to  prosecute  the  illicit  sellers 

4332.  And  you  were  convicted  ] — Yes,  before  Judge  Johnston. 

4333.  Was  it  an  action  for  damages  ? — Yes. 

4334.  But  on  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court,  the  judgment  was  reverses 

4335.  So  that  the  Law  and  Order  League,  though  it  had  sundry  tnmh 
ahead  ? — Yes. 

4336.  Has  the  Law  and  Order  League  done  anything  since  then  to 
law  ]— No. 

4337.  For  what  reason  ? — There  are  many  reasons.  For  one  thing,  \» 
to  pay  our  debts. 

4338.  That  is  expense  to  yourselves  personally  ? — Yes. 

4339.  It  is  your  opinion  that  the  gentleman  who  is  the  License  Ins 
attempting  to  enforce  the  law  ? — I  do  not  know  that  I  can  say  that, 
doing  it. 

4340.  He  is  not  succeeding? — No. 

434 L  You  think  from  the  experience  of  the  Law  and  Order  League  tl 
succeed  in  a  degree  ? — An  inspector  could  ;  I  would  not  say   that  Mr.  Mac 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

4342.  Have  the  police  anything  to  do  with  the  enforcement  of  the  1 
been  informed  that  six  sergeants  have  been  detailed  as  assistants  to  the  ins 

4343.  Can  they  visit  places  where  liquor  is  being  illegally  sold,  withov 
the  License  Inspector  ? — I  do  not  know. 

4344.  As  citizens  and  peace  officers  they  could,  if  they  were  so  die 
these  places  and  bring  charges  against  those  who  are  guilty  of  an  infractioi 
— I  presume  so. 

4345.  Can  you  account  for  the  paralysis  which  seems  to  have  settled  d 
Inspector  and  his  deputies  ? — If  they  acted,  they  would  not  be  acting  ii 
with  the  views  of  the  majority  of  their  employers  in  the  City  Council. 

4346.  And  the  gentlemen  who  comprise  the  City  Council  are  elected  1: 
generally  1 — Yes. 

4347.  Do  they  reflect  public  opinion  by  winking  at  violations  of  the 
not  prepared  to  answer  that. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

4348.  You  have  referred  to  a  series  of  charges  made  against  Mr.  A 
non-discharge  of  his  duties.  Will  you  tell  us  what  was  the  result  of  the 
investigation  ? — The  charges  were  sustained. 

4349.  The  committee  of  the  Common  Council  reported  the  charges  sustf 

4350.  Would  it  be  possible  for  us  to  get  the  record  of  the  couimittee' 
I  presume  so. 

4351.  There  is  some  difference  of  opinion  about  it? — The  charges  wei 
by  the  committee  without  a  dissenting  voice.     They  were  brought  before 
and  a  question  arose  as  to  what  should  be  done,  and  finally  Mr.  Mackasey 
by  the  casting  vote  of  the  Mayor. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

4352.  There  was  a  motion  to  dismiss  him,  then  ? — Yes,  and  that  was  i 
the  casting  vote  of  the  Mayor. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

4353.  The  motion  for  dismissal  was  based  on  the  finding  of  the  comi 
supported  the  charges  made  against  him  ? — Yes. 
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)artmoutl),    on   being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 


^eon  at  Dartmouth  ? — Yes. 

uestions  from  the  Commission  ? — Yes. 

i. 

n  Dartmouth  ? — About  sixteen  years. 

;h  under  the  old  provincial  license  law,  under 

it  License  Law  ? — Yes. 

n  an  opinion  whether  the  present  license  law  is 

— I  think  it  is  perfect  rot. 

icit  sale  of  liquor  in  Dartmouth  ? — I  do. 

[do. 

ity  to  form  an  opinion  of  the  qualities  of  the 

rated  ? — I  think  the  liquor  is  of  a  very  poisonous 

i. 

o  enforce  the  Act  ? — I  think  there  is  by  the 

t  is  possible  to  do  it. 


^'idence,   said  the  illicit  liquor  trade  had  been 

ot  my  opinion. 

1  of  knowing  ] — I  have  seen  them  coming  out  of 

e  places  of  illicit  sale  1 — I  saw  it  in  their  hands, 

)  out  of  those  places. 

sale  of  liquor  in  Dartmouth,  in  your  opinion,  has 

my  of  the  Inspector  ? — I  have  no  doubt  he  does 
r  men  are  sharper  than  he  is. 
outh  to  Halifax  anything  to  do  with  the  non- 
it  many  people  come  to  town  for  their  liquor.  I 
ax  to  Dartmouth  drunk  than  ever  I  did. 
outh  ] — Generally. 

are  few  arrests  for  drunkenness  in  Dartmouth  ? 
ery  few  drunken  people  on  the  streets  in  Dart- 
3  street  most  of  the  time. 

\g  of  a  law  prohibiting  the  manufacture  and 
5  ? — Most  assuredly  not. 

aid  be  prohibitory  ? — I  do  not  think  it  would  be 
prohibition  is  absurd,  because  it  is  impossible  to 
Lt  present  in  Dartmouth  the  working  of  the  law 

fes  in  the  law  which  could  bring  about  its  better 
is  the  only  thing,  teaching  children  the  evils  of 
bit  ion  can  work, 
bition  would  work  1 — I  would  not  like  to  practice 

1  would  not  be  prevented  from  having  wine  for 
ir  wine  in  any  way. 


J  older  license  law,  was  there  not  much  drun- 
>  place. 
)t  much. 
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4380.  Has  there  been  any  increase  1 — I  do  not  think  so. 

4381.  Do  you  know,  of  your  own  knowledge,  of  this  illegal  sale? — I  d 

4382.  You  have  seen  it  ? — No  doubt. 

4383.  You  know  it  is  law  breaking  ? — Of  course. 

4384.  Have  you  done  an3rthing  to  inform  the  Inspector  ? — I  am  an 
would  not  be  an  informer  under  any  consideration. 

4385.  If  you  know  of  a  man  having  any  designs  against  your  neighbo 
would  you  not  inform  1 — I  do  not  think  1  would. 


ROBERT  MURRAY,  of  Halifax,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  f 
Bt/  Jtidge  McDonald  : 

4386.  What  is  your  occupation  or  calling  ? — Editor  of  the  Presbyterii 

4387.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Halifax  1 — Thirty-six  years. 

4388.  Have  you  had  any  acquaintance  with  the  working  of  any  proh 
ment,  such  as  the  Scott  Act  1 — I  have  a  general  knowledge  of  all   the  la' 
passed,  but  I  am  not  under  the  necessity  of  knowing  a  great  deal  about 
I  have  had  a  good  deal  of  experience  as  to  the  working  of  the  Scott  Act. 

4389.  From  personal  acquaintance  with  the  places  where  it  is  in  force  1 
very  little  of  that;  but  my  position  as  a  journalist  makes  it  my  duty  to  becoi 
with  that. 

4390.  In  what  sections  have  you  had  experience  of  the  working  of 
knew  it  when  it  was  in  force  in  GloucestA*  county  and  several  others  co 
would  not  be  an  authority  on  any  of  those  minutely. 

4391.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  working  of  the  old  License  law,  t 
Act  and  the  present  License  Law  in  Halifax  City  1 — Yes. 

4392.  Take  the  law  as  it  formerly  was,  the  old  provincial  law,  anc 
provincial  law  :  which  do  you  think  has  been  the  more  effectual  in  sto 
perance  ? — In  effect  they  are  very  much  the  same.  If  the  present  law  wei 
would  be  a  great  improvement  on  the  old  law ;  but  it  has  not  been  enforce 
falls  back  to  the  level  of  the  old  law  in  my  opinion. 

4393.  Then  the  present  law  is  not  efficiently  enforced  ?  —No. 

4394.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  unlicensed  sale  of  liquor  in  Halif 
enormous  amount. 

4395.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  breach  of  the  law  by  those  who  ar 
Yes,  constantly. 

4396.  In  what  way  1 — Selling  by  the  glass  at  a  bar. 

4397.  And  do  you  believe  the  shop  keepers  sell  only  by  the  pint,  or  d 
the  glass  1 — Yes,  by  the  glass. 

4398.  Then  are  the  enormous  illicit  sales  and  the  breaches  of 
those  who  are  licensed  productive  of  much  evil  in  the  community  ? — Yes. 
of  evil. 

,  4399.  Do  you  think  any  effort  is  being  made  by  the  officials  to  stamp 
— It  does  not  amount  to  a  great  deal,  I  am  afraid. 

4400.  It  is  not  a  continuous  effort  ? — No,  nor  a  vigilant,  nor  a  hearty 

4401.  When  it  is  done,  is  it  done  voluntarily,  or  is  it  forced  upon  thei 
think  it  is  done  voluntarily  or  cheerfully. 

4402.  We  have  been  told  that  the  officer  who  is  charged  with  the  en 
the  law  is  and  has  always  been  a  total  abstainer,  and  is  a  member  of  tw( 
associations  1 — I  have  not  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance,  except  to  a 
extent,  but  when  he  was  appointed,  it  came  to  my  knowledge  that  he  wt 
liquor. 

4403.  At  the  tim'fe  of  his  appointment  ] — Before. 

4404.  How  long  previously  f — Some  considerable  time  before. 
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^as  his  appointment  asked  for  by  those  persons  who  were  promoting  the 

►erance  in  Halifax  1 — No. 

!as   any  eflfort  been  made  tor  press  him  on  to  the  discharge  of  his  duty  t— 

is  efforts  have  been  made.     I  myself  have  done  what  I  could. 

ave  you  found  yourself  able  to  move  him  — No,  I  think  not. 

e  is  appointed  by  the  civic  authorities  ? — Yes. 

e  may  not  be  removed  at  the  present  time  without  the  consent  of  the 

rovernor  in  Council  1 — I  believe  so. 

oes  the  City  Council  press  upon  him  the  discharge  of  his  duties  in  the 

of  the  license  law  1 — I  do  not  know. 

an  you  form  any  opinion  as  to  what  causes  his  laxity  ? — Possibly  he  is  not 

e  to  do  a  great  deal.     He  may  not  be  a  born  officer.     He  may  not  have  the  • 

icter  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  do  a  great  deal.     But  there  is  the  other 

•  the  liquor  law  in  Halifax  is  in  advance  of  public  opinion  in  the  city  as  a 

3  the  voting  power  as  a  whole. 

bu  think  the  law  has  gone  beyond  public  sentiment  1 — Yes,  as  that  seldom 

1  by  the  majority  of  available  voters. 

1  your  opinion  does  that  justify  an  officer  in  not  doing  his  duty  1 — No.   I  am 

sfied  there  are  men  who  could  enforce  the  law  efficiently  and  beneficially. 

Mr.  Clarke  : 

ould  you  suggest  any  changes  in  the  law  to  make  it  more  easily  enforced  1 — 
rovince  as  a  whole,  the  law  is  not  in  advance  of  public  opinion,  but  is  in 
ublic  opinion  in  Halifax,  counting  by  heads. 

i^as  this  liquor  license  law  intended  to  apply  specially  to  the  city  of 
es. 

nd  it  is  in  advance  of  the  public,  sentiment  of  the  majority  of  those  who 
<  in  the  way  of  voting  ? — Yes. 

/'hat  is  your  experience  of  the  working  of  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  ia 
I — I  have  had  no  experience  in  regard  to  it.  I  know  something  by  hearsay, 
sid.  The  Presbyterian  Assembly  has  always  supported  the  Act  and  endorsed 
do  not  know  whether  our  synod  and  presbyteries  have  always  supported 

he  License  Inspector  has  six  assistants  in  the  shape  of  sergeants  of  police. 

r  duty  to  prevent  infractions  of  the  liquor  law  ? — Yes,  certainly. 

!ow  do  you  account  for  their  lethargy  ?     Are  the  men  no  better  qualified  to 

law  than  the  inspector  himself  1 — The  same  influence  I  suppose  is  at  work 

^  in  the  case  of  the  inspector  with  the  other  men. 

•0  you  think  that,  in  the  present  state  of  public  opinion,  a  law  prohibiting 

ture,  importation  and  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor  could  l^e  enforced  ? — Yes, 

officers  were  appointed. 

That  kind  of  officers,  appointed  by  the  Dominion  or  provincial  authorities  ? 

minion  or  provincial  authorities.     If  they  selected  officers  having  the  con- 

j  temperance  organizations,  they  could  enforce  the  law. 

Tould  you  favour  an  amendment  to  the  Scott  Act  taking  the  appointment 

}  of  the  hands  of  the  local  and  putting  it  in  to  the  hands  of  the  Dominion 

-Yes,  that  would  be  a  move  in  the  right  direction. 

nd  placing  the  fines  in  the  hands  of  those  officers  for  the  purpose  of  enforc- 

— Yes,  that  would  be  a  step  in  the  right  direction. 

an  you  suggest  any  other  amendment  ? — The  only  other  amendment  I  can 

-cing  the  enforcement  of  the  law  in  the  hands  of  faithful  officers. 

J/r.  Gigault : 

o  you  favour  a  law  prohibiting  the  sale  of  wine,  cider  and  beer  ? — I  am  in 
)tal  prohibitory  law. 

o  you  think  it  is  a  sin  to  take  a  glass  of  cider  ? — No. 

o  you  think  it  would  be  right  to  pass  a  law  which   would  consider  as  a 
act   that  which  is  not  a  sin  ? — Ye^  ;  we  have  to 'prevent  many   things 
b  in  themselves  sins,  and  this  would  be  one  of  them,  I  suppose.     Regarding 
\T  Murray. 
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the  necessity  for  total  abstinence,  it  would  be  better  even  to  prevent  the  use  of  these 
things  than  to  allow  them. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

4428.  Do  you  refer  to  public  sentiment  as  it  is  represented  in  the  civic  voting  list  f 
— Yes,  the  available  vote  of  the  city. 

4429.  You  do  not  refer  to  the  moral  sense  of  the  more  reputable  part  of  the  com- 
munity?— Decidedly  not. 

4430.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  whole  of  Nova  Scotia,  what  is  your  impression 
as  to  the  feeling  of  the  province  as  a  whole  toward  a  prohibitory  law  ?— It  would  be 
strongly  favourable,  if  it  could  be  expressed.  * 

4431.  And  sufficiently  strong  to  secure  the  faithful  enforcement  of  such  a  law? — 
I  think  so. 


WELLESLEY  J.  GATES,  of  Halifax,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  :— 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

4432.  What  is  your  occupation  or  calling  ? — General  Agent. 

4433.  How  long  have  you  resided  here  1 — Nearly  four  years. 

4434.  Where  did  you  reside  before  that  ? — In  Truro,  Colchester  County,  for  about 
four  years.     Before  that  I  lived  in  the  County  of  Annapolis. 

4435.  For  many  years? — Three  or  four  years  it  was  my  residence,  but  I  was  not 
very  much  at  home,  I  was  traveUing.  Previous  to  that  Lunenburg  County  was  where  I 
spent  most  of  my  time. 

4436.  During  your  residence  in  Lunenburg,  what  law  was  in  force  1 — The  old 
license  law  of  Nova  Scotia. 

4437.  Had  you  any  opportunity  of  judging  of  its  operation  there  ? — Yes. 

4438.  What  was  the  state  of  affairs  in  Lunenburg  in  reference  to  drunkenness  "? — 
Formerly  drunkenness  prevailed  to  a  greater  extent  than  latterly. 

4439.  Was  there  a  growth  of  sentiment  favourable  to  temperance  ? — Yes. 

4440.  You  think  that  that  had  a  good  effect  upon  the  people? — Yes. 

4441.  There  were  efforts  made  by  the  churches  and  the  temperance  societies  ? — Yes. 

4442.  Those  organizations  worked  both  upon  moral  and  religious  lines  ? — Yes,  they 
seemed  to  do  so. 

4443.  Perse veringly  ? — Yes. 

4444.  And  the  result  of  their  efforts  was  a  marked  improvement  in  the  habits  of 
the  community  ? — Yes. 

4445.  The  people  became  more  sober  and  temperate  than  before  ? — Yes. 

4446.  Has  Lunenburg  ever  been  under  a  prohibitory  Jaw  ? — I  think  not,  not  the 
Scott  Act. 

4447.  So  it  is  at  present  under  the  provincial  License  Law  ? — Yes. 

4448.  Have  you  had  any  experience  of  the  working  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — Not  much. 
I  have  not  been  very  long  in  the  counties  where  it  has  been  in  operation,  because  I 
have  spent  the  greater  part  of  my  time  in  Lunenburg  County,  though  I  have  resided 
in  the  other  counties  I  mentioned. 

4449.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  character  of  the  liquors  sold  in  those  places, 
whether  they  are  pure  or  adulterated  ? — I  do  not,  because  I  have  never  had  anything 
to  do  with  them. 

4450.  Have  you  seen  the  effect  of  the  use  of  them  on  othefs  ? — I  have  formerly. 
445 L  Would  that  lead  you  to  believe  they  were  pure  or  adulterated  ? — Adulterated 

I  should  say,  especially  many  years  ago. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

4452.  Is  Lunenburg  a  Scott  Act  county  ? — No. 

4453.  You  referred  to  a  time,  a  great  many  years  ago,  when  there  was  a  great  deal 
of  drunkenness  ? — Yes. 
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4454.  You  had  licenses  then  1 — Yes. 

4455.  Have  you  licenses  now  1 — ^No,  it  is  a  license  county,  hot  we  have  not 
liceBBes. 

4456.  The  drunkenness  wiw  greater  then  than  it  is  new  t — The  improvement  is  more 
oiring  to  the  better  sentiment  of  the  people  and  the  education  of  the  young  than 
ortherwise. 

4457.  Is  there  some  drink  sale  now  ? — Yes,  it  is  soW  on  the  sly. 

4458.  By  what  class  of  people  ? — G«ierally  by  the  poorer  class,  the  criminal  class 
of  people  ;  ^cept  some  hotefe  that  may  have  it  for  travellers. 

4459.  But  the  sale  is  very  limited  and  somewhat  secret  1 — Yes,  and  it  is  fought 
down  by  the  societies  and  the  Inspector.  • 

44(i0.  You  haVe  some  difficulty,  I  suppose,  in  opposing  the  sale  sometimes  1 — Yes. 

4461.  But  you  still  succeed  in  a  good  degree? — Yes. 

4462;  You  have  lived  in  Lunenburg  for  twenty-five  years  1 — ^Yes. 

4463.  You  have  a  knowledge  of  the  general  feeling  of  the  county  1 — Yes. 

4464.  Would  the  people  like  to  have  the  traffic  licensed  or  wiped  out  ? — Wiped  out 

4465.  Do  you  think  there  is  a  feeling  in  the  county  in  favour  of  the  general  pro- 
hibition of  the  manufacture  and  importation  as  well  as  the  sale  of  intoxicating  Uquorsl 
— I  think  so. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

44^.  Was  the  Scott  Act  ever  submitted  to  the  people  in  that,  county  1 — I  do  not 
think  so. 

4467.  Not  even  when  the  old  License  Law  was  in  force  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 


JOHN  NAYLOR,  of  Halifax,  real  estate  agent  and  secretary  of  the  Society  for 
the  Prevention  of  Cruelty,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

4468.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Halifax  ? — Seventeen  years. 

4469.  Where  did  you  reside  before  that  time  ? — In  England. 

4470.  So  during  the  whole  of  your  residence  in  Nova  Scotia  you  have  been  a  resi- 
dent of  Halifax  1 — Yes. 

4471.  Had  you  anything  to  do  with  the  administration  of  the  license  law? — Yes. 

4472.  In  what  capacity  ? — I  was  Inspector  under  the  McCarthy  Act. 

4473.  What  was  your  experience  of  the  working  of  that  Act  ? — That  it  was  a  very 
good  Act. 

4474.  Did  you  try  to  do  your  duty  under  it  ? — I  tried  to  do  my  duty. 

4475.  Did  you  find  difficulty  in  doing  so  ? — ^Yes ;  anything  worth  doing  well  has  its 
difficulties,  I  do  not  care  what  it  is. 

4476.  You  did  make  an  attempt  to  efficiently  carry  it  out  ? — I  did. 

4477.  Did  you  find  yourself  successful  in  doing  so  1 — I  did. 

4478.  Did  you  find  the  machinery  of  the  law  effective  ? — Yes. 

4479.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  character  of  the  provincial  law,  from  your 
observation  ?    Do  you  think  there  is  at  the  present  time  any  illicit  sale  of  liquor  1 — Yes. 

4480.  Do  you  think  there  is  much  illicit  sale  1 — There  is  four  times  as  much  liquor 
sold  without  license  as  with  license. 

4481.  Do  you  think  the  provisions  of  the  law  ate  observed  by  those  who  have 
licenses  ? — No,  they  are  not.  I  do  not  think  you  could  get  one  licensed  dealer  to  say 
they  are  observed. 

4482.  In  what  way  1 — In  the  way  of  selling  liquor  by  the  glass,  the  law  is  not 
observed  at  all.  There  are  three  or  four  who  observe  the  law,  but  I  am  positive  the  law 
is  not  generally  observed. 

Wellesley  J.  Gates. 
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4483.  Do  you  know  whether  any  efiorts  are  made  to  enforce  it,  I  mean  any  efficient 
efforts  1 — Judging  from  what  I  have  seen  in  the  discussions  in  the  City  Council,  I  should 
think  not ;  that  is  from  the  reported  discussions  in  the  City  Council. 

4484.  You  have  stated  you  are  secretary  of  the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  ? 
—I  am. 

4485.  In  regard  to  that  society,  is  it  your  duty  to  prosecute  people  who  are  guilty 
of  cruelty  to  animals  and  to  women  and  children  ?  Do  you  find  any  difficulty  in 
enforcing  that  law  1 — No.  Laws  to  my  mind  are  educational  to  a  certain  extent. 
When  a  law  is  first  enforced,  it  is  rather  irksome  to  the  people.  After  a  time,  however, 
they  become  educated  up  to  it,  they  come  to  understand  it,  and  then  the  public  will 
help  you.  Take,  for  instance,  th^  law  relatmg  to  cruelty  to  animals,  which  was  first 
enforced  16  years  ago.  At  the  outset  the  sympathy  was  altogether  with  the  person 
accused.  If  I  stopped  a  man  beating  his  horse,  the  observations  made  by  a  bystander 
always  were,  ^^  What  have  you  got  to  do  w4th  it ;  is  it  not  his  own  horse  and  his  own 
property,  and  how  have  you  any  right  to  interfere  ? "  Now,  if  I  interfere,  the  sympathy 
is  altogether  with  the  poor  horse. 

4486.  You  find,  then,  that  public  sympathy  is  needed  in  enforcing  the  law  against 
cruelty  ? — Yes,  throughout  the  whole  province.  And  I  know  the  province  very  well, 
because  I  am  over  it  almost  every  week. 

4487.  Do  you  believe  the  same  sentiment  exists  in  Halifax  in  regard  to  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  license  law  among  the  people  ? — Among  a  certain  number  of  the  pe<^;^ 
but  there  are  some  who  are  quite  indifferent  and  careless. 

4488.  Do  you  believe  that  the  officials  charged  with  carrying  out  this  Act  do  their 
duty  efficiently  ? — I  would  rather  not  answer  that  question,  because  it  woald  be  aianply 
an  opinion. 

4489.  But  for  some  reason  or  other  the  law  is  not  carried  ofit  t — Yes  ;  there  is  no 
doubt  about  that.  I  have  my  own  ideas  in  regard  to  it,  bat  I  would  rather  not  state 
them.  I  feel  a  hesitancy  about  answering  the  question,  because  when  the  lair  first 
came  into  force  I  was  an  applicant  for  the  Chief  Inspector's  position  and  was  not 
successful,  and  therefore  I  would  rather  nafr  give  any  opfnion  on  the  way  the  present 
Inspector  does  his  work.  ' 

4490.  You  say  you  have  travelled  through  the  province  a  great  deal  ? — Yes,  all 
over  the  province. 

4491.  In  counties  where  the  license  kiw  is  in  force  ? — Yes. 

4492.  And  where  the  Scott  Act  is  also  in  force  1 — Yes. 

4493.  Do  yen  find  the  law  is  obeyed  throughout  the  sections  which  you  have 
visited  :  taW  first  of  all  the  licen^  law  1 — I  think  the  only  place  where  the  present 
license  larw  is  enforced  is  in  Truro.  They  are  doing  better  tinder  it  than  they  were  doing 
under  the  Scott  Act ;  but  there  was  some  doubt  as  to  whether  the  Scott  Act  was  in 
forte  or  not. 

4494.  Now  we  understand  they  are  working  under  the  prohibitory  clauses  of  the 
License  Act,  and  arc  attempting  to  enforce  its  provisions  ? — Yes. 

4495.  In  Scott  Act  counties  how  have  yoti  found  that  Act  observed  ? — There  has 
been  open  selling  of  liquor  at  bars.  I  was  in  Campbellton,  in  King's  county,  and  the 
bars  were  open  ;  there  was  no  trouble  about  selling  liquor.  The  same  state  of  things 
prevailed  not  only  there  but  in  Sudbury,  Kctou,  New  Glasgow  and  other  places. 

4496.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  failure  to  enforce  the  Act  in  those  counties  1 
—It  must  be  on  account  of  the  inefficiency  of  the  officers  in  whose  hands  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  law  is  placed.  I  think  instead  of  getting  a  man  for  the  office,  they  get  an 
office  for  the  man.  This  is  something  like  what  Joe  Howe  said.  When  he  was  told 
that  a  political  supporter  had  been  appointed  to  a  certain  office,  and  he  was  asked  how 
that  appointment  would  do,  Howe  said  :  "  It  is  not  so  much  how  the  man  will  do,  but 
as  to  whether  the  blackguard  will  be  satisfied  I  " 

4497.  Do  you  believe  if  a  prohibitory  law,  a  law  prohibiting  the  importation, 
manufacture  and  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor,  were  passed  by  the  Dominion,  it  could  be 
efficiently  enforced  1— -Yes  ;  it  is  the  only  cure  for  it.  It  is  no  use  having  a  Scott  Act 
or  a  partial  prohibitory  law.  Under  such  a  system  one  county  may  have  the  Scott  Act 
and  another  may  have  a  prohibitory  law,  and  Halifax  or  some  other  town  may  have  a 
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The  Scott  Act  counties  are  supplied  with  liquor  from  Halifax,  from  which 
3ur  barrels,  sugar  barrels  and  all  kinds  of  articles.  The  Dominion  should 
nportation  and  manufacture. 

)  you  think  there  would  be  smuggling  ? — Yes,  there  would  be  smuggling, 
uggling  of  silk  dresses  by  ladies  and  other  people  almost  every  day.  They 
nds  of  things  on  which  duties  are  imposed. 

ppose  a  prohibitory  law  were  passed  and  the  administration  of  it  de- 
loes  under  the  Scott  Act,  on  the  counties :  would  you  look  upon  it  as 
be  successful,  or  do  you  think  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  Dominion 
ted  to  give  effect  to  it  ? — Yes.  I  would  take  it  out  of  the  hands  of  local 
)point  Dominion  officials  who  would  be  ^responsible  only  to  the  Dominion 
,nd  not  be  subjected  to  local  influences.  I  think  the  reason  why  the 
t,  the  Act  of  1884,  proved  the  best  liquor  license  law  we  have  ever  had, 
■jS  enforcement  rested  with  the  Dominion  Government.  I  cOuld  not  have 
did  in  Halifax  under  the  McCarthy  Act  had  it  not  been  that  I  was 
>f  all  influences  which  could  be  brought  to  bear  on  me,  and  I  simply  told 
it  if  the  Minister  of  Inland  Revenue  instructed  me  not  to  carry  out  the 
follow  out  his  instruction,  but  that  my  duty  at  present  was  to  carry  put 
of  the  statute ;  and  if  they  wanted  the  statute  not  to  be  enforced,  they 
Minister  of  Inland  Revenue,  who  w£is  my  superior  and  my  employer,  to 
cordingly.  If  he  did  not  do  so,  I  would  carry  out  the  Act.  Of  course 
ould  not  influence  the  Minister,  and  so  I  went  on  with  my  work, 
juppose  in  those  counties  where  the  Act  is  not  enforced,  other  laws  are 
le  local  authorities  ? — No,  they  are  not  enforced.  There  are  lots  of  laws 
>-lx)ok  that  are  as  badly  enforced  as  the  Scott  Act. 

hat  laws  ? — The  law  relating  to  cruelty  to  animals  and  the  law  rekiting 
linst  women  and  children.  They  are  not  enforced  at  all.  If  they  were 
society  would  have  no  existence  and  its  usefulness  would  be  at  an  end. 
1  of  such  laws. 

)  you  seek  to  enforce  these  laws  to  which  you  refer  ? — Yes  ;  but  they  are 
this  society  is  incorporated  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  violations. 
)  you  think  the  appointment  of  different  officials  to  conduct   the  prosecu- 
lake  much  difference  1 — No,  I  do  not  think  so  ;  but  probably  if  there  were 
itors,  a  great  many  more  offenders  would  be  brought  to  justice  than  are 

,ke  Halifax,  where  the  license  law  is  in  the  hands  of  municipal  officers, 

Scott  Act :  which  law  is  the  better  enforced  ? — You  ask  me  a  very  difficult 

hink  neither  of  them  is  enforced.     I  desire  to  say   that  we  have  a  very 

J  force  and  a  very  efficient  City  Marshal. 

the  police  force  discharge  their  duty  efficiently  in  that  respect,  why  is  not 

2ed  ?— It  is  not  their  business. 

it  the  Inspector  has  the  assistance   of  six  sergeants,   who   are   deputy 

No  doubt  they  endeavour  to  enforce  the  law,  but  their  action  is  nullified. 

)u  think  there  is  something  behind  which  nullifies  their  action  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  Clarke  : 

3uld  you  urge  the  appointment  of  Dominion  officials  and  the  removal  of  all 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  local  authorities  ? — Yes,  I  think  it  would  be  better, 
ave  on  the  statute-book  now  a  provision  for  the  appointment  of  police 
5  throughout  the  Dominion  by  the  Federal  Government. 
I  what  statute  do  you  refer? — You  will  find  it  in  the  Criminal  Code.  The 
comment  can  appoint  police  commissioners  in  any  province  they  like.  I 
this  provision  was  intended  mainly  for  the  Territories,  where  there  was 
rincial  Government,  but  you  will  find  it  in  the  Code.  Under  it,  the 
L  appoint  police  commissioners  and  police. 

)  you  think  the  public  sentiment  of  Nova  Scotia  is  in  favour  of  a  prohibitory 
lost  decidedly. 

N^  AY  LOR. 
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4511.  Has  the  Provincial  Government  the  power  to  appoint  office i*s 
Scott  Act  1 — I  cannot  tell  you  ;  I  do  not  know  very  much  in  regard  to  the 
Scott  Act. 

4512.  How  has  it  worked  generally  throughout  this  province. — It  ii 
it  is  enforced. 

4513.  How  19  it  you  approve  of  a  law  which  after  it  has  been  adopte 
of  the  electors,  is  allowed  to  become  a  dead  letter  ? — There  are  many  re 
fact  For  instance,  the  influence  of  a  certain  section  of  the  people  who 
minent  in  politics,  and  in  ward  politics  particularly.  The  vast  majori 
not  approve  of  these  measures  ;  they  include  people  who  do  not  come  u{ 
of  course  they  are  to  be  blamed  for  not  doing  so.  Hence  the  minority 
really  rule.  Take  any  church  or  any  society  you  like,  and  you  will  alwa 
or  40  or  45  run  it. 

4514.  How  is  it  that  the  people  vote  in  favour  of  the  Act,  if  the  i 
How  is  it  that  the  minority  appear  to  be  able  to  obtain  a  sufficient  nu 
them  to  carry  the  Act,  and  then  allow  it  to  become  a  dead  letter  ? — That 
question  ;  it  is  a  question  that  has  troubled  my  mind.  Take  any  town, 
always  the  best  men  who  become  aldermen.  I  am  not  saying  that  oui 
men  are  not  good  men,  for  there  are  two  very  good  men  sitting  in  this 
City  Council  will  compare  favourably  with  that  of  any  city  in  Canada, 
there  is  certain  influence  brought  to  bear  on  aldermen,  and  they  have  1 
opinion  that  prevails  among  their  constituents.  Then,  again,  there  are  lot 
have  votes  and  who  possess  influence,  and  they  must  be  considered  in  de 
Liquor  Act  or  any  other  Act.  Then  again,  there  are  lots  of  people  who 
and  who  are  just  as  much  interested  in  such  an  Act  as  the  others.  I  beli 
mind  that  if  the  question  of  prohibition  were  put  to  a  vote  in  Nova  Scot 
carried  by  a  large  majority 

4515.  Would  it  be  enforced  as  well  as  the  liquor  law  is  enforced  he 
were  left  to  the  local  authorities. 

Bi/  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod  : 

4516.  I  think  you  stated  that  the  object  of  your  society  is  the  j 
only  of  cruelty  to  animals,  but  also  cruelty  to  women  and  children  *? — Ye 

4517.  From  your  experience  and  the  working  of  the  law  for  the 
cruelty  to  women  and  children,  are  you  able  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  w] 
of  the  people  with  whom  you  come  in  contact  are  addicted  to  the  drink  1 
80  per  cent. 

4518.  You  are  a  real  estate  man? — Yes. 

45 1 9.  Do  you  think  thai  property  is  depreciated  in  value  by  having 
licensed  or  unlicensed,  in  its  immediate  vicinity? — Very  materially. 

4520.  To  what  extent  would  you  say  ? — That  would  depend  on  th< 
perty.  In  the  south  end  no  resident  will  sign  a  petition  for  a  license  fo 
I  may  be  doing  business  in  the  centre  of  the  city  and  may  live  at  the  soi 
will  take  care  that  I  have  no  liquor  shop  in  my  locality.  If  a  liquor  si 
there,  that  is  among  first  class  property,  the  property  would  depreciate  I 
cent. 

4521.  And  other  property  in  less  proportion  perhaps? — In  other *( 
depreciate  all  the  way  from  20  to  50  per  cent. 

4522.  If  a  fii*st-class  grocery  or  hardware's  tore  were  placed  in  the  ] 
it  cause  a  similar  depreciation  in  the  value  of  property  ? — Not  so  muc 
dential  part. 

Bi/  Judge  McDonald : 

4523.  Perhaps  there  are  some  there  ? — Yes,  there  are,  and  there  are 
the  city  where  subh  stores  would  not  depreciate  property. 
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3  of  a  grocery  or  a  meat  shop  would  depreciate 
ent  as  a  liquor  store  ? — No.  People  do  not  mind 
a  family,  but  they  do  not  like  to  see  drunken 


3tion  of  the  city  liquor  stores  would  succeed  ? — 


ement  in  the  value  of  real  estate  if  all  hotels  and 
I  ? — I  do  not  think  it  would  hurt  the  value  of  pro- 

Lse  in  value  ? — In  many  places  it  would,  in  other 
3  parts  of  the  city  where  the  value  of  property 
store.     This  would  be  the  case  in  some  places  that 

f  all  the  places  where  liquor  is  sold  were  closed  ? — 
le  of  real  estate  ? — I  think  it  would  improve  the 


enforced,  yet  you  added  that  the  Act  in  regard  to 

>ur  association.     Would  not  temperance  societies 

enforce  the  Act  against  cruelty? — They  might. 

is  a  question  I  cannot  answer.     They  have  endea- 

n  handicapped  in  one  way  or  another.     I  think 

must  be  remembered,  however,  that  they  have  not 

purpose. 

ity  of  the  people  are  in  favour  of  a  prohibitory 

ice  societies  do  the  same  work  as  you  are  doing, 
enforce  the  Act  against  cruelty  1 — No,  because  the 
I  cruelty  to  women  and  children  is  on  the  statu te- 
any  person  can  enforce.  The  liquor  license  laws 
01.     There  is  a  difference  in  that  respect. 


d,  can  lay  an  information  for  cruelty  ? — Yes,  but 


not  interfere  with  the  police  business.  I  will  give 
bhy  man  in  Nova  Scotia  was  abused  by  him.  She 
J  did  not  like  to  take  up  her  own  case.  She  was  a 
man,  and  the  officer  did  not  want  to  arouse  the 
I  was  asked  to  take  action.  Private  individuals  do 
eho  are  to  be  prosecuted,  especially  when  it  is  none 
ess  or  your  particular  business  if  we  see  a  man 
tie  erf  liquor,  to  interfere  with  him  and  inform  on 
im,  when  there  is  some  one  else  who  is  appointed 

vent  the  appointment  of  an  Inspector  1 — Yes,  be- 

ke  ?  What  lociis  standi  have  you  in  court  ? — An 
y  and  a  better  standing  in  court, when  he  is  ap- 
.  private  individual. 
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4537.  What  moi*e  authority  under  the  law  have  you  as  i 
— I  am  a  police  officer. 

4538.  What  authority  have  you  any  more  than  any  oth< 
right  to  interfere  in  any  case  relating  to  a  child  under  16  and 

4539.  Has  not  every  individual  the  right  to  interfere  un 

4540.  Then  your  right  is  no  more  by  law  than  that  of  a 
in  regard  to  cases  of  cruelty  or  to  cases  under  the  license 
right  to  give  a  man  into  custody  or  take  him  into  custody  : 
events  to  lay  an  information  against  him  ;  but  they  do  not  dc 

4541.  Supposing  the  temperance  people  of  Halifax  appoi 
License  Law  was  enforced,  do  you  think  you  could  do  it  ? — 1 
all  the  same. 

4542.  Why  1 — Because  I  have  something  else  to  do. 

4543.  Ls  there  a  difference  between  the  enforcement  o 
and  the  enforcement  of  a  prohibitory  law ;  if  so,  is  it  not  bee 
vention  of  cruelty  to  animals  is  desirable,  while  prohibition  oi 
There  may  be  something  in  that  point.  We  had  strong  < 
ago,  to  the  enforcement  of  the  law  respecting  cruelty  to  anim 
educated  up  to  it.  At  tirst  all  were  in  favour  of  the  offender 
animal.  So  I  think  it  would  be  in  regard  to  the  use  of  liquor 
tion  with  respect  to  it  should  begin  with  the  young.  The 
passed  laws  for  the  protection  of  the  young  until  they  arri^ 
These  laws  respecting  public  morals  were  enacted,  although 
not  in  favour  of  them.  They  were  the  outcome  of  an  agitatl 
Mall  Gazette  at  the  time.  These  laws  were  passed  in  order  tc 
against  themselves.  The  law  in  regard  to  liquor  should  stand 
position,  for  we  are  looking  to  the  young.  No  one  supposes 
to  stop  drinking. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

4544.  What  would  be  his  position  supposing  a  prohibitc 
would  still  get  some  drink ;  but  we  want  to  prevent  that  j 
cruited. 

4545.  Had  you  been  appointed  at  the  time  you  applied  fo 
do  you  think  you  could  have  enforced  the  license  law  ? — Yes. 

4546.  Then,  in  your  opinion,  it  is  capable  of  enforcemen 
self  for  the  first  six  months,  and  there  was  no  trouble  abc 
with  regard  to  the  liquor  dealers  in  Halifax.  They  are  a  vei 
everybody  will  obey  the  law  if  the  matter  is  put  before  the 
who  is  licensed  closes  his  place  at  the  regular  hours  and  finds 
same  street  selling  all  night,  in  self  protection  he  will  break  tl 
doing  it. 

4547.  He  is  a  good  citizen,  and  yet  he  will  break  the  la 
of  self-preservation. 
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^lAN,  City  Clerk  of  Halifax,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 

ynald : 

re  you  held  the  otfice  of  City  Clerk  ? — Only  since  last  May. 
>s8ession  of  the  city  records  ? — I  am. 

your  possession  as  City  Clerk  a  report  of  the  City  Council  in 
casey  ? — I  have  two  of  them. 

idly  produce  them  ? — I  have  here  the  reports,  and  the  record 
tion  with  them.     [Appendix  No.  4.] 


jl,  of  Halifax,  on  bein^  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : — 

onald  i 

mber  of  the  City  Council,  I  believe  ? — Yes. 
ierraen  ? — Yes,  representing  ward  No.  3. 

VQ  you  occupied  that  position  ? — Five  years  and  three  months, 
member  of  the  Council  when  Mr.   Mackasey  was  appointed 
'.  cannot  say. 
L  Inspector  during  your  term  of  office  ? — Yes.     I  think  he  was 

icil  taken  any  position,  if  so  what,  in  regard  to  the  enforcement 

0  not  know  what  position  they  could  take  in   regard  to  the 
je  law.  I  do  not  know  that  any  special  authority  is  vested  in  the 

had  been  taken  by  the  Council,  as  a  body,  it  would  appear  in  the 
Eive  you  in  any  way  taken  any  action  through  the  Inspector  in 
)n-enforcing  the  license  law  ? — I  have  taken  action  as  alderman 
hen  the  hands  of  the  Inspector  in  enforcing  the  law.  I  moved  a 
ssistants  appointed,  which  was  adopted,  in  order  to  secure  the 
e  law. 

3ve  the  Inspector  is  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  ? — I 
:  otherwise.     I    think   he  hfis  done  the  best  he  could  under  the 

r  any  serious  difficulties  in  the  way  of  discharging  the  duties? — 

1  why  the  Act  has  not  been  rigidly  enforced. 

L  think  those  difficulties  arise  from  ? — From  the  fact  that  the 
bhy  with  the  License  Act. 

le  License  Act  itself  is  broken :  do  you  think  there  is  any  illicit 
? — I  could  not  perhaps  prove  there  is,  but  I  am  strongly  of  the 
amount  of  illicit  selling  which  no  one  would  believe, 
c  there  are  breaches  of  the  license  law  ? — The  fact  that  there 
ions  proves  there  are  breaches. 

uptm  the  non-enforcement  of  the  law  as  being  due  to  defects  on 
r  to  the  fact  that  it  is  an  unworkable  Act  1 — I  take  it  to  be  that 
1  unworkable  Act,  without  doubt, 
is  it  unworkable  ? — It  interferes  with  the  rights  of  the  subject 

dng  to  the  stringency   of  its  provisions  ? — Yes,  it  attacks  all 

d  any  experience  of  the  working  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — No,  not 
5  been  in  a  good  many  towns  of  the  province  where  the  Scott 
in  force. 

N. 
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4568.  How  did  you  find  the  Act  work  ? — I  found  you  could  get  m 
you  could  get  food.     It  was  more  difficult  to  get  a  meal  than  a  drink,  if 

4569.  In  your  opinion,  if  a  Dominion  law,  prohibiting  the  importatic 
and  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor,  were  passed,  could  it  be  enforced  ? — I 
extent,  like  any  other  Act. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

4570.  In  the  event  of  the  passage  of  a  prohibitory  law,  closing  up 
and  distilleries,  do  you  think  the  owners  should  be  compensated  ? — Yes 
man  should  be  compensated  for  injury  done  to  vested  rights. 

4571.  In  view  of  the  state  of  public  opinion  here,  do  you  think  tl 
stringent  prohibitory  law  would  be  likely  to  be  more  successful  in  its  ope 
present  law  ? — I  do  not  think  it  is  possible.  I  know  that  when  the  peo 
sympathy  with  an  Act,  such  an  Act  as  the  present  one,  a  more  string 
have  more  opposition. 

4572.  Do  you  think  that  if  Dominion  officials  were  appointed,  they 
to  secure  a  better  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  think  not.  The  p© 
would  be  more  inclined  to  work  under  their  own  officials  than  under  offii 
by  the  Dominion  Grovemment ;  they  would  have  more  respect  for  the  1 
than  for  officers  brought  from  outside. 

4573.  The  Local  Legislature  has  power  to  appoint  such  special  offic 
the  Scott  Act,  or  its  own  license  law  ? — I  do  not  know  how,  under  the 
officials  are  appointed. 

4574.  The  officials  whose  special  duty  it  is  to  see  that  the  License  j 
must  have  their  appointment  endorsed  by  the  Provincial  Government,  v 
— By  the  Governor  in  Council. 

4575.  And  the  present  License  Inspector's  appointment  was  approv 
vincial  Government  ? — Yes,  I  believe  it  was  ;  if  it  was  necessary,  it  woul 

4576.  You  believe  he  does  his  duty  as  well  as  he  can  do  it  ? — Yes,  « 
possible  to  do  so. 

4577.  Yet  you  believe  that  there  are  both  licensed  and  unlicensed  j 
the  law  ? — I  draw  my  conclusions  from  the  convictions. 

By  Mr.  Gigavlt : 

4578.  Have  you  had  any  experience  of  the  working  of  the  Maine  pi 
— I  was  at  Bangor,  about  a  year  ago  last  July.  It  was  my  first  expc 
prohibitory  law.  I  could  not  get  my  supper,  but  I  could  get  all  the  liqu 
reached  the  hotel  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  then  told  I  was  too  late  f 
the  food  was  locked  up,  and  I  could  not  get  anything  until  breakfast.  ] 
what  wines  and  drinks  I  required. 

4579.  Was  that  the  only  time  you  visited  Maine  ? — I  had  passed  thr 
times,  but  that  was  the  only  time  I  made  any  stay.  I  would  have 
with  almost  anything  to  eat,  but  I  had  to  take  drink,  and  not  being  a  to 
took  a  bottle  of  beer. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod: 

4580.  Was  that  all  your  experience  in  Maine  ? — Yes. 

4581.  Do  you  think  that  was  sufficient  to  enable  you  to  form  an 
condition  of  Maine  throughout  in  regard  to  the  liquor  traffic  ? — I  presum 
important  town  in  the  State  of  Maine,  and  liquors  are  free  everywhere  tl 
them  very  freely  there  over  open  bars. 

4582.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  suppose  the  license  law  is 
city  of  Halifax  ? — I  have  no  doubt  of  it  from  the  convictions  made. 

4583.  And  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  is  violated,  you  think,  in 
is  supposed  to  be  in  force  ? — I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it  is. 

4584.  Have  you  any  opinion  in  regard  to  any  liquor  law  that  could 
Ye^  If  there  was  a  law  enacted  whereby  the  people  could  obtain  wha 
moderation,  free  and  open,  and  without  having  to  resort  to  deception,  i 
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5  community  than  the  present  law,  under  which  people  deceive 
ds. 

ne  reference  to  interference  with  the  rights  of  the  subject 
ler  community,  do  you  think  the  fact  that  a  limited  number 
)e  issued,  is  an  interference  with  the  rights  of  those  persons 
jes  and  do  not  get  them  1 — I  think  the  sale  of  liquor  should  be 
ds  as  possible.  There  are  disreputable  people  who  could  not 
[  to  minors  and  women,  which  would  have  a  disastrous  effect 

ne  do  that  ? — I  think  it  is  our  duty  to  take  care  that  the 
3per  and  safe  hands.  A  safeguard  is  drawn  around  by  the 
pplying  for  the  license  has  to  obtain  the  signatures  of  three- 
the  section  in  which  he  wishes  to  do  business.  I  think  I  am 
this  regulation  has  been  complied  with,  our  present  Inspector 
ranting  of  licenses  in  some  instances  for  certain  reasons,  which 
[Stained  by  the  Council. 

himself  has  told  the  Commission  that  the  Council  has  some- 
Qmendations  and  granted  licenses,  when  he  had  advised  against 
jry  properly  so  too.     Eighteen  gentlemen  should  be  equal  in 

ut  placing  licenses  in  the  hands  of  only  reputable  people.  Is 
.  in  a  district  where  three-fifths  of  the  people  petition  in  favour 
a  certain  party,  those  people  would  include  a  good  many 
lime  so.  I  reside  at  the  south  end,  in  a  district  for  which  no 
e  no  opportunity  of  signing  petitions. 

king  of  a  district  in  which  licenses  are  granted,  and  I  ask  if 
>  sign  the  petitions  for  licenses,  there  must  not  be  a  consider- 
people  ? — Yes,  if  they  reside  in  the  district, 
•icts  in  which  they  do  exist  ? — I  should   be  very  sorry  to  say 
3  people  in  any  of  the  districts, 
rfectly  reputable  people  ? — Yes. 

out  the  liquor  business  being  placed  in  the  hands  of  men  of 
er,  who  would  not  violate  the  provisions  of  the  law.  If  repu- 
for  certain  people,  how  does  it  happen  that  those  who  obtain 
visions  of  the  law  and  sell  to  women  and  to  minors  ? — I  sup- 
l  the  law  to  some  extent.  We  have  confidence  in  those  men 
hat  they  will  respect  the  law.  There  are  penal  clauses  which 
ion,  and  offendera  are  jjudged  accordingly. 
4ew,  that  the  trade  should  be  put  in  the  hands  of  people  of 
the  law,  how  is  it  that  people  of  repute  sign  petitions  for  a 
es  himself  to  be  other  than  the  kind  of  man  desired,  in  that 
cannot  say.     Perhaps  they  could  explain  that  matter  them- 

n  for  a  license  for  the  section  in  which  you  reside  ? — It  depends 

a  the  petition  of  any  man  in  the  section  of  the  city  where  you 
any  man  who  was  trying  to  comply  with  the  law. 
n  a  petition  for  a  man  who  desired  to  establish  a  liquor  shop 
lide  ? — I  think  so.     It  would  depend  upon  the  circumstances, 
md  the  locality  in  which  he  desired  to  be.     The  section  is  a 

ict? — The  district  is  a  large  one. 

e  are  not  enough  there  who  are  willing  to  sign  ? — No,  not  at 

*ople  would  sign  a  petition  if  the   circumstances  suited  them, 

nen  there  who  would  not  object  to  it,  any  more  than  they 

Bsentative. 
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Mrs.  MAUD  WHISTON,  of  Halifax,  on  being  duly  sworn,  depose 
By  Judge  McDonald : 

4599.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Halifax  ? — Thirteen  years. 

4600.  Have  you  during  that  time  been  engaged  in  temperance  work 
for  six  years  been  a  member  of  the  Women^s  Christian  Temperance  Un 
present  the  President. 

4601.  Has  that  organization  during  the  years  of  your  membership 
effort  to  secure  the  enforcement  of  the  license  laws  in  Halifax  ? — Yes ;  b 
that  here  there  are  two  unions.  It  was  the  North-west  Union  that  was : 
against  the  Inspector. 

4602.  What  is  your  society  called  ? — The  Halifax  Union.  It  was  t 
and  is  incorporated. 

4603.  What  is  the  state  of  matters  in  Halifax  in  regard  to  the  trai 
perance  1  Is  there  much  intemperance  ? — I  noticed,  even  before  I  wa 
with  our  union,  a  great  deal  of  the  effects  of  intemperance  in  home  life, 
connection  with  the  church  to  which  I  belong.  I  have  also  been  a  mem 
men's  Friends  Society,  and  in  working  with  that  society  I  have  seen 
the  effects  of  it  on  the  home  life,  and  on  institutions. 

4604.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  the  provisions  of  the  ] 
Halifax,  such  as  they  are,  are  observed  or  broken  ? — Not  having  persons 
only  know  from  reports,  and  these  reports  I  know  to  be  reliable,  that  th( 
been  enforced. 

4605.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  make  to  the  Commission  wi 
legislation  which  w^ould  have  a  bearing  on  one  of  the  subjects,  which  is 
tion] — The  doctrine  of  the  W.C.T.U.  is  home  protection,  and  nothing  t 
bition  legislation  will  ever  satisfy  us. 

4606.  That  is  national  prohibition  for  the  whole  Dominion  ? — Yes. 

4607.  Have  you  considered  the  questioVi  of  the  feasibility  of  enforci 
been  much  interested  in  the  discussions  before  the  Commission,  and  I  ag 
of  the  witnesses,  that  if  it  was  a  federal  law  it  could  be  enforced. 

4608.  Would  you  have  federal  officers  or  leave  it  to  the  local  officer 
That  is  a  point  I  have  not  considered  much ;  but  if  we  had  a  prohibitory 
be  enforced,  and  would  be  verj?  popular,  for  this  reason  :  I  think  that 
Dominion  there  is  no  temperance  organization  that  is  doing  such  aggressi 
W.C.T.U.,  and  there  has  been  in  circulation  for  several  years  what  is 
World's  petition  and  women  are  actively  engaged  in  taking  signatures  fo 
In  Nova  Scotia,  according  to  the  last  report  of  the  Maritime  Union, 
signatures  obtained  to  that  petition,  from  only  twenty-five  communis 
thousand,  and  here  in  the  city  of  Halifax,  two  of  our  ladies  went  out  or 
before  one  o'clock  they  obtained  one  hundred  signatures,  some  of  thei 
were  holding  licenses.  When  asked  to  sign,  they  said  they  would  be  ^ 
a  drop  of  liquor  could  be  obtained  in  Halifax  or  anywhere  in  the  provin( 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

4609.  Give  the  Commission  your  idea  of  public  sentiment  in  Halifa 
J                matter  ? — During   the  last  session  of    our  Provincial  Parliament,   we  1: 

appeared  before  the  Legislature  on  the  necessity  of  having  an  Act  placed 
book  making  scientific  temperance  teaching  in  our  schools  compulsory. 
•  large  gatherings  in  different  places  she  visited,  and  at  the  close  of  her  le 

.  riably  put  the  question  to  her  audience  :     "  Do  you  not  think  it  would  1 

?  to  have  this   Act  making  scientific  temperance  teaching  in  your  scho< 

\  because  it  means  prohibition  in  the  end,  as  the  young  people  growing  \ 

the  evils  of  intoxicants  and  narcotics  1 "  And  in  all  these  audiences — I  wa 
meetings  myself — there  were  not  more  than  half  a  dozen  who  did  not  rij 
that  question.  I  think  that  was  good  evidence  in  favour  of  prohibition, 
get  prohibition  now,  we  will  have  it  by  and  by. 
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lOt  supposed  to  take  the  place  of  legal  enactment  at  all  1 — 
Christian  Temperance  Union  has  become  so  discouraged 
}  our  hope  now  is  in  preventive  work.  Still  we  are  all 
rried  in  this  generation. 

cts  of  the  drink  habit  on  home  life,  as  you  have  observed 
e  that  comes  to  my  mind,  and  from  which  indeed  I  may 
'omen  Christian  Temperance  Union,  for  before  that  I  was 
ociations  of  any  kind.  This  experience  was  as  a  Sabbath 
children  coming  to  the  school,  and  I  found  that  the  husband 
e  seventy-five  cents  to  support  seven  children  besides  the 
ve  known  those  children  to  be  sent  out  begging  for  cloth- 
[  that  the  father  has  afterward  taken  this  money  and  spent 
rience  in  working  among  such  homes,  I  could  only  compare 
1^  and  as  far  as  the  children  were  concerned,  I  found  that 
a^  gone.  At  one  time  they  went  out  to  collect  money  for 
vho  had  died,  and  they  got  it  from  two  or  three  friends. 
1  in  visiting  among  the  poor  is  that  where  liquor  was  the 
!ss  kind  of  poverty.  There  comes  a  sort  of  despair,  and  it 
ihem  out  of  it.  In  cases  of  poverty  that  come  from  sick- 
''ou  can  inspire  a  little  hope,  but  in  the  drunkard's  family 
despair. 

there  is  not  excessive  drinking,  are  there  bad  results  from 
k  trade  ? — Yes,  and  I  have  known  of  young  men  going  to 
ine  being  on  the  sideboard  in  their  own  homes, 
'ohibition  would  have  some  effect  in  checking  these  evils  ? — 
always  creates  an  appetite  for  more.  If  they  could  not 
)uld  not  be  created. 

d: 

b  the  Women's  Christian  Temperance  Union  in  all  places 
there  are  no  other  temperance  organizations? — Yes,  we 
children. 

i  that  where  the  Scott  Act  was  enforced  in  some  sections, 
ns  have  dropped,  but  the  Women's  Christian  Temperance 


led  to  meet  at  Truro  on  August  2nd. 
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The  Royal  Commission  on  the  Liquor  Traffic  met 
Judge  McDonald  presiding. 

Present : 

Mr.  K  F.  Clarke.  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod. 

DAVID  J.  THOMAS,  of  Truro,  on  being  duly  sw< 
By  Judge  McDonald : 

4615.  I  understand  you  are  Mayor  of  this  municipal 

4616.  Is  Truro  an  incorporated  town  ? — Yes. 

4617.  How  long  have  you  resided  here  ? — Tweiity-tl 

4618.  How  long  have  you  been  Mayor  of  this  mun 
.year. 

4619.  Have  you  had  any  experience  in  municipal  aff 
of  office  as  Mayor  ?  Have  you  occupied  the  position  of  C 
I  was  Councillor  for  two  years,  during  1885  and  1886. 

4620.  Have  you  held  any  other  positions  in  the  com; 
municipality,  outside  of  the  positions  you  have  named  %— 

4621.  What  law  is  in  force  in  the  municipality  of 
regard  to  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  ? — We  have  the 

4622.  Is  that  what  is  called  the  new  Nova  Scotia  lie 

4623.  I  suppose  Truro  was  originally  under  the  prov 
license  law  ? — The  Scott  Act  was  in  force  before  this  law. 

4624.  For  some  time  before  the  Scott  Act  came  into 

4625.  You  recollect  the  old  license  law  being  in  fore 

4626.  Then  the  Scott  Act  came  into  operation  ? — Ye 

4627.  And  then  the  provincial  license  law,  at  presen 

4628.  ,What  part  of  the  Nova  Scotia  license  law  ij 
licenses  issued  ? — No. 

4629.  So  it  is  under  what  may  be  called  the  prol 
Nova  Scotia  license  law  ? — Yes. 

4630.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  there  is  any  illicit 

4631.  To  any  extent  ? — Yes,  to  a  large  extent. 

4632.  Is  that  illicit  sale  conducted  by  many  persons 

4633.  Have  you  had  any  reason  to  form  an  opinion 
of  the  liquors  sold,  whether  it  is  pure  or  adulterated  ?— 
quality. 

4634.  Have  you  been  able  to  judge  as  to  their  quj 
who  have  partaken  of  them  % — I  should  not  like  to  say. 

4635.  Is  there  any  drunkenness  in  the  town  ? — Yes. 

4636.  You  recollect,  you  say,  the  operation  of  the  ol( 

4637.  Were  licenses  issued  in  this  town  under  that  h 
issued ;  I  should  not  like  to  say  in  what  year,  about  12c 

4638.  That  was  previous  to  the  coming  into  effect  of 

4639.  Was  the  Scott  Act  carried  by  a  large  maj< 
unanimously,  I  believe. 

4640.  Was  a  large  proportion  of  the  votes  of  the  peo] 
but  I  think  they  did  not  bring  the  people  out  quite  s 
general  election.  The  county  was  not  canvassed  to  bi 
interested  in  the  matter. 
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bself,  was  there   a   majority  of   votes   given   in   favour  of  the 

^ct?— Yes. 

I  in  town  and  county  there  was  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  ?— 

lat  Act  observed  while  it  was  in  force  ? — There  was  not  very 

it  when  it  was  in  force ;  it  was  not  looked  after  properly. 

be  to  the  Commission  why   it  was  not  looked  after  properly  ?— 

jmperance  societies  in  this  town  1 — Yes,  I  believe  so. 

3u  many  religious  bodies  represented  here  by  churches  and  min- 

[len,  this  town  enjoys  all  those  means  which  are  happily  so  pre- 
deavouring  to  stem  the  tide  of  evil  in  the  way  of  drunkenness  and 

te  to  the  Commission  why  the  change  came  to  be  made  from  the 

t  License  Law  1 — There  was  a  little  trouble  in  connection  with 

st  there  seemed  to  be,  from  the  time  it  was  voted  to  come  into 

1  objection  to  it,  and  of  course  the  people  thought  it  better  to 

e  new  Act  come  into  force. 

rsons  favourable  to  the  Scott  Act,  those  who  had  been  favourable 

mght  they  would  find  the  prohibitory  clauses  of  the  Nova  Scotia. 

ive  ? — I  think  that  was  their  expectation. 

k  they  have  been  found  more  effective  than  the  Scott  Act  ? — Yes ; 

>re  effectually. 

Ated  that  the  Scott  Act  did  not  appear  to  be  enforced  thoroughly 

ted  by  this  county  :  what  were  the  diflficulties  met  with  ? — There 

in  against  the  adoption  of  the  Act  at  the  time  of  the  elections,  I 

a  that  legal  difficulties  were  raised  against  it  ? — Yes,  there  were 

y  were  never  tried  out. 

jers  at  any  time  act  under  it  while  it  was  supposed  to  be  in  force : 

itions  instituted  under  it  ?  —  I  do  not  recollect. 

experience  of  the  operation  of  the  laws  which  have  been  enforced, 

bitory  law,  prohibiting  the  manufacture,  importation  and  sale  of 

sre  passed  by  the  Dominion  Parliament  for  the  whole  Dominion, 

-I  think  it  ought  to  l^e.  , 

\fcLeody' 

ik  there  is  a  large  illicit  sale  of  liquor  just  now  in  Truro? — Yes. 

r  less  than  was  ihe  sale  within  the  last  six  months  ? — I  think  it 

I  it  was  six  months  ago. 

been  any  difficulties  in  regard  to  the  enforcement  of  the  license 

they  ? — Legal  questions. 

ried  into  the  courts,  I  believe  ? — Yes. 

difficulties  been  removed? — Mostly. 

iforcement  of  the  law   is  better  than  it  was  ? — Yes  ;  with  the 

},  it  has  seemed  to  work  better  during  the  present  year. 

de  : 

ember  how  many  hotels  and  shops  were  licensed  in  Truro  under 
'.  could  not  say  that  I  remember,  but  I  think  there  were  five  or 
o  not  know  whether  there  was  one  shop  or  not.     I  am  not  certain 

places  are  selling  liquor  now  ? — From  hearsay  T  understand  that 
and  I  do  not  know  how  many  little  shops,  may  be  half  a  dozen, 
have  licenses  now  to  sell  liquor  ? — No. 

18. 
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4665.  If  the  present  license  law  is  not  enforced,  and  if  it  has  been  impossible  to 
enforce  the  Scott  Act,  how  do  you  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  a  national  prohibitory 
law  could  be  enforced  ? — I  do  not  know .  I 

4666.  I  repeat  the  question  :  If  the  present  license  law  is  not  enforced,  and  if  it 
has  been  impossible  to  eiiorce  the  Scott  Act,  how  do  you  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a 
national  prohibitory  law  could  be  enforced? — A  general  prohibitory  law  would  be 
working  in  the  right  direction,  because  it  would  be  a  beginning,  and  there  would  be  no 
distilleries  and  no  breweries  in  operation :  a  general  prohibitory  law  would  be  the  right 
thing. 

4667.  Do  you  think  it  could  be  enforced  ? — I  cannot  see  why  it  could  not  be. 

4668.  Why  could  you  not  enforce  the  Scott  Act,  and  why  cannot  you  enforce  the 
present  License  Law  ?  The  law  is  behind  you  now,  as  well  as  it  would  be  behind  you  if 
you  had  a  prohibitory  law  ? — A  great  many  difficulties  fldways  seem  to  arise,  some  legal 
difficulties,  so  that  the  law  cannot  be  enforced.  But  I  think  it  is  enforced  fairly  well 
here  in  the  meantime,  that  is  the  law  that  we  have. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

4669.  What  points  of  difference  are  there  between  this  law  that  you  are  working 
under  now,  the  prohibitory  clauses  of  the  Provincial  Act,  and  the  Scott  Act,  that 
render  the  present  Act  more  easily  enforced  ? — I  think  the  Scott  Act  was  quite  easy  to 
enforce,  if  we  had  not  had  some  trouble  in  the  election  when  it  was  brought  into  force. 
There  was  a  protest  put  in  a^inst  it,  and  it  was  a  delicate  thing  to  work  until  the 
matter  was  settled.  I  think  the  Scott  Act  is  a  good  Act  so  far  as  I  can  learn  in  regard 
to  its  working  in  other  counties.  It  is  more  direct  than  the  present  Act,  because  there 
is  nothing  in  connection  with  licenses  in  the  Scott  Act  at  all. 

4670.  Would  the  appointment  of  officials  by  the  Dominion  Government  to  enforce 
the  Scott  Act  enable  the  people  to  work  it  more  effectively  and  efficiently  ? — I  do  not 
know  ;  it  would,  I  suppose . 

4671.  In  the  event  of  a  law  being  passed  by  the  Dominion  Parliament,  prohibiting 
the  sale,  manufacture  and  importation  of  strong  drink,  do  you  think  those  engaged  in 
the  traffic,  those  having  breweries  lind  distilleries,  should  be  compensated  for  the  loss 
they  would  sustain? — I  suppose  there  would  be  quite  a  loss. 

4672.  Do  you  think  that  if  a  prohibitory  law  were  passed,  those  having  large  capital 
invested  in  the  business,  in  breweries  and  distilleries,  should  be  compensated,  if  by  Act 
of  Parliament  their  business  was  destroyed  and  terminated  ? — I  do  not  think  I  should 
like  to  pass  an  opinion  on  that ;  I  should  not  like  to  say. 

4673.  Then,  do  you  think  that  the  difficulty  of  enforcing  local  prohibition  is  owing 
to  the  fact  that  the  manufacture  and  importation  of  strong  drink  are  permitted  ?— They 
should  not  be  permitted. 

4674.  In  your  opinion,  that  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  local  prohibitory  measures 
cannot  be  enforced,  because  whisky,  beer  and  wines  are  permitted  to  be  manufactured 
and  to  be  imported  into  the  country  ? — Yes. 

4675.  Do  you  think  if  their  importation  and  manufacture  were  prohibited,  it  would 
be  much  easier  to  enforce  a  general  prohibitory  law  ? — Of  course. 

4676.  Your  experience  of  the  working  of  the  Scott  Act  and  of  the  Liquor  License 
Law  has  been  that  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  can  be  efficiently  enforced  ? — No. 

4677.  You  say  that  the  law  under  which  this  town  is  at  present  has  been  more 
efficiently  enforced  recently  ? — Yes,  during  the  present  year. 

4678.  What  is  the  cause  % — There  have  been  some  amendments  to  the  Act,  and 
the  people  have  been  trying  to  make  it  work. 

4679.  What  amendments  have  there  been  ? — I  do  not  know  ;  there  have  been 
different  amendments,  but  I  cannot  recollect  them. 

4680.  What  were  the  main  features  of  the  amendments  asked  for  by  the  tempe- 
rance people  ? — They  have  appointed  an  inspector.  I  do  not  know,  I  cannot  recollect 
what  they  have  done. 
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,  of  Truro,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  foDows: — 

ou  are  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  of  Truro  1 — Yes. 
e  you  occupied  that  position  ? — About  a  year  and  a  half  or 

>  you  resided  here  ? — Twenty-seven  years. 

less  are  you  engaged  ? — I  am  a  manufacturer. 

y  manufactories  here  1 — Quite  a  number. 

»pulation  of  the  town  1 — About  5,000. 

ms  town  ? — I  think  so. 

any  opportunity  of  observing  the  working  of  the  various  laws 

re  in  connection  with  the  liquor  traffic  ? — Yes. 

ber  the  old  Nova  Scotia  license  law  1 — Yes. 

kott  Act  ?— Yes. 

^resent  license  law  1 — Yes. 

id  Nova  Scotia  license  law  work  ? — I  do  not  think  there  has 

it  yet. 

ly  licenses  issued  under  it  in  this  town  ? — Not  a  great  many, 

lx  to  ten. 

ises  of  public  entertainment  1 — Yes. 

ling  in  the  nature  of  what  are  called  saloons  licensed  1 — I  am 

se  law  was  succeeded  by  the  Scott  Act  1 — Yes. 

was  adopted  by  the  vote  of  the  people  ? — Yes. 

:  in  force  ? — No. 

5en  passed  and  before  it  was  repealed,  do  you  remember  how 

vened  ? — I  do  not  remember,  probably  two  or  three  years. 

wo  or  three  years,  what  was  the  state  of  affairs  :  was  liquor 

S^es. 

■ — Just  the  same  as  before,  I  think. 

exhibited  for  sale  ? — Yes. 

ners  have  been  informed  by  the  Mayor  that  the  people  who 

steps  to  get  it  repealed  and  bring  the  Nova  Scotia  license 

one.     Is  that  the  case  1 — Yes. 

e  law  which  constitutes  the  prohibitory  clauses  ? — Yes. 
iderstand,  no  licenses  have  been  issued  in  Truro  for  a  good 

id  the  present  law   work  1 — It  is  a  little  troublesome,  I  think. 

le  of  liquor  under  it  ? — I  think  so. 

le  law,  then  1 — I  suppose  so. 

uto  force,  has  there  been  any  open  sale  of  liquor,  or  has  the 

cter  1 — It  has  been  open  until  very  recently. 

I  a  change  recently  ? — Yes. 

change  been  brought  about  ? — By  prosecutions,  I  think. 

dgorous  efforts  being  made  to  enforce  the  law  1 — Yes. 

rous  efforts  have  had  the  effect  of  reducing  the  sale  of  liquor 

iO. 

drunkenness  in  this  town  ? — No. 

r  it  is  a  moral  town,  taking  it  as  a  whole  1 — Y^'es. 

ition  is  a  thrifty  one  ? — Yes. 

had  reason  to  form  an  opinion  from  observation  as  to  whether 

3f  a  pure  character  or  are  deleterious  and  adulterated  1 — I 

adulterated. 

that  if  a  prohibitory  law  were  passed  for  the  whole  Dominion, 

b  the  manufacture,  importation  and  sale  of  liquors,  it  would 
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be  desirable  and  would  be  efficient  ? — If  it  could  be  carried  out,  but  I  do 
could. 

4718.  Do  you  think  it  could  not  be  enforced  ? — No. 

4719.  Why  not? — They  have  it  in  the  State  of  Maine,  and  it  is  n 
carried  out  there.  I  have  seen  it  in  operation  there,  and  it  is  not  very 
out  I  know. 

4720.  Can  you  say  as  a  manufacturer  and  as  a  gentleman  occupy 
position  you  do  on  the  Board  of  Trade,  whether  you  are  aware  of  any 
could  be  taken  to  make  a  local  prohibitory  law  effective  ? — No. 

By  Mr.  Gigault : 

4721.  What  has  been  your  experience  as  to  the  working  of  the  Main 
law  1 — There  was  no  trouble  in  getting  liquor  there  when  you  wanted  it 
was  there.     I  have  not  been  there  often. 

4722.  Have  you  been  there  lately? — I  was  there  about  eight  months  i 

4723.  To  what  place  in  Maine  did'  you  go  ? — I  passed  through  Bangor 

4724.  Do  you  know  by  how  many  persons  liquors  are  sold  in  Truro  ?- 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

4725.  You  have  had  experience,  I  understand,  under  the  old  Nova  S 
law?— Yes. 

4726.  As  well  as  under  the  Scott  Act? — Yes. 

4727.  And  also  under  the  present  provincial  law  ? — Yes. 

4728.  Was  there  more  drunkenness  under  the  old  Nova  Scotia  law  a 
town  was  under  license  than  when  it  was  under  the  Scott  Act,  or  at  presei 
think  there  was  more  under  license,  not  to  my  knowledge. 

4729.  We  understand  that  on  account  of  legal  obstacles  and  difficulty 
Act  was  not  attempted  to  be  enforced  ? — It  was  attempted,  but  it  did  r 
well. 

4730.  In  regard  to  the  vote  on  the  Scott  Act  in  Truro,  it  has  been  st 
people  of  Truro  voted  in  favour  of  the  Act  ? — Perhaps  so  ;  I  voted  against 

4731.  Can  you  account  for  the  fact  that  people  will  vote  to  bring  i 
like  the  Scott  Act  in  favour  of  local  proliibition,  and  then  will  not  attemp 
its  provisions? — I  do  not  know  why  they  do  so,  I  am  sure.     Very  often  a 
those  who  vote  for  it  are  as  fond  of  a  drink  as  anybody  else. 

4732.  Do  you  think  that  if  a  prohibitory  law  were  passed  for  the  wh< 
those  engaged  in  manufacturing  liquors  should  be  compensated  by  the 
sure  I  do  not  know.  That  is  a  difficult  question.  They  have  been  licenj 
should  have  some  compensation,  just  the  same  as  we  should  have  comp 
posing  the  State  undertook  to  shut  up  our  business,  or  any  other  business 
licensed. 

4733.  Do  you  think  the  appointment  of  officials  by  the  Dominion  G< 
enforce  the  Scott  Act  throughout  the  various  provinces  and  counties  m 
force,  or  supposed  to  be  in  force,  would  result  in  the  law  being  more  generi 
— It  might ;  I  think  the  matter  rests  with  the  people  themselves. 

4734.  The  present  law,  I  undei-stand,  has  been  more  generally  obser 
Has  that  been  owing  to  any  action  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  of  th< 
account  of  the  action  of  the  people  taken  outside  in  suppressing  the  liquo 
is  by  people  who  have  no  official  position  in  connection  with  the  municij 
on  account  of  action  taken  by  the  authorities. 

4735.  It  was  the  privilege  of  the  authorities,  if  they  had  so  decided,  to 
the  Scott  Act  ?—  Yes,  they  had  that  privilege.  Legal  questions,  howevei 
legal  questions  appear  to  come  up  with  every  Act. 

4736.  You  have  given  it  as  your  opinion  that  there  was  no  more 
during  the  time  this  town  was  under  the  operation  of  the  old  Nova  Scol 
than  when  the  town  was  under  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  or  at  prese 
think  there  was. 
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McLeod : 

xi  you  to  say  that  an  attempt  was  made  to  enforce  the  Canada 

38. 

not  succeed  ? — No. 

►w  why  it  did  not  succeed  ?     What  were  the  difficulties  connected 

Lst  legal  questions. 

cases  of  appeal  before  the  courts  ? — Yes. 

;  resulting  therefrom  ? — Yes. 

that  the  people  were  not  disposed  to  enforce  the  Act,  was  it  1 — I 

lerstand  that  when  the  people  attempted  to  enforce  the  Act,  they 
sired  to  do  so  ? — Yes,  if  they  could  tind  some  one  to  find  the  funds 
t)ills. 

les  were  appealed  to  the  Supreme  Court,  and  difficulties  arose,  and 
jt  impossible  :  was  that  it  ?— -Yes. 

al  agitation  was  brought  about.  Do  you  think  that  when  the 
repeal  of  the  Canada  Temperance  Act,  they  did  so  because 
censes  issued  in  this  community  and  throughout  the  country  1 — I 
not  know  ;  I  have  no  particular  way  of  telling. 
)w  that  the  people  who  promoted  the  repeal  of  the  Scott  Act  did 
esirous  of  having  licenses  issued,  believing  tnat  it  would  be  better 
prohibition  ? — I  could  not  say  that. 

ieve  that  the  people  who  voted  for  the  repeal  of  the  Act  did  so 
)  have  licenses  issued  in  the  county  ? — No. 

repeal  was  not  a  protest  against  the  prohibition  of  the  trade  1 — I 
t  could  not  be  worked  on  account  of  difficulties,  and  they  wanted 
it  they  could  work. 

ht  they  could  work  prohibition  better  under  the  license  law  ? — Yes. 
»  you  attribute  the  more  vigorous  enforcement  of  the  law  recently  t 
pt  that  they  think  under  the  present  law  they  can  prohibit  the 
it. 

been  difficulties  in  the  way  of  this  law,  I  believe  ? — Yes. 
lave  been  removed  ? — I  do  not  know. 
3m  ? — Some  of  them. 

lorities  have  been  able  to  enforce  the  law  better  ? — Yes. 
s  your  belief  that  the  liquors  sold  are  largely  adulterated.     Upon 
conclusion  ? — I  base  that  conclusion  on  the  effects  of  some  liquor 
)t  a  short  time  ago. 

J  did  it  have  on  them  ? — They  looked  pretty  nearly  dead  for  10  or 
m  stupid. 

ilt«rated  liquor  have  that  effect  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 
ever  seen  any  person  who  has  drunk  liquor  unadulterated  and 
alyzed,  so  as  to  become  unfit  for  work  ? — Yes. 
the  one  case  it  unfits  a  man  for  work,  and  in  the  other  case  it 
k.  What  is  the  difference  ? — There  is  considerable  difference,  for 
nee  of  adulterated  liquor  remains  under  its  influence  for  a  long 
w  anything. 

)  drunk  quicker  ? — Yes,  I  think  he  does. 

I  to  get  drunk  with  adulterated  liquor  than  with  the  other  1 — I 
;ase. 

nk  that  really  you  are  an  authority  as  to  the  enforcement  of  the 
State  of  Maine  1 — It  does  not  prohibit  there. 
)  you  make  that  statement  ? — Seeing  so  many  drunkards  there, 
lave  you  lived  there  ? — I  never  lived  there, 
times  have  you  been  there  1 — Four  times, 
lave  you  stayed  1 — Just  while  the  trains  were  made  up. 
•e  an  authority  1 — I  did  not  say  so. 
[. 
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4768.  Do  you  believe  you  are  qualified  to  express  a  very  positive  op 
enforcement  or  non-enforcement  of  the  prohibitory  law  in  the  State  of  ^ 
fact  that  four  times  you  passed  through  Maine,  touched  at  certain  points 
while  the  trains  were  being  made  up  ? — It  did  not  appear  to  be  enforced 

4769.  Were  you  a  party  to  the  violation  of  the  law  1 — No. 

4770.  But  you  saw  others  drinking  ? — No,  not  others  drinking,  but  I  si 

4771.  You  really  think  that  makes  you  an  authority? — It  makes  m 
to  the  extent  of  expressing  my  own  opinion. 

4772.  I  think  you  said  that  people  who  voted  for  prohibition  were  i 
of  a  drink  ? — I  said  some  of  them. 

4773.  Any  large  number  ? — I  do  not  know. 

4774.  Do  you  think  that  the  trade  ought  to  be  interfered  with  at  a 
ought  to  be  curtailed. 

4775.  How  would  you  curtail  it  ? — I  would  license  a  cei*tain  number 
a  strict  license  law. 

4776.  Do  you  think  that  if  licenses  were  given  to  half  a  dozen  pi 
there  would  be  any  illicit  sale  1 — I  think  it  would  be  kept  down. 

4777.  Why,  and  by  whom  ? — I  think  by  the  authorities. 

4778.  If  the  authorities  do  not  keep  down  the  illicit  sale  now,  could 
keep  down  illicit  sale  then  ? — Yes,  much  better. 

4779.  Give  your  reasons  for  holding  that  opinion  ? — I  believe  they  ^ 
sympathy  of  the  general  community. 

4780.  Have  you  had  any  experience  of  a  place  in  which  there  is  a 
operation  ? — No,  not  now  in  operation. 

4781.  Have  you  known  any  place  where  licenses  are  issued  ?  Do  you 
—Yes. 

4782.  Perhaps  you  do  not  know  that  they  issue  120  licenses  in  Hal 
know  how  many. 

4783.  Do  you  suppose  there  is  any  illicit  sale  in  Halifax  ? — I  could 

4784.  The  opinion  has  been  put  forward  that  the  issue  of  a  cert 
licenses  would  move  the  authorities  to  prevent  illicit  sale,  but  as  a  matt€ 
said  there  are  more  than  200  illicit  places,  while  there  are  1 20  licensed  plj 
Bave  you  reason  to  believe  that  if  half  a  dozen  licenses  were  issued 
authorities  would  prevent  any  illicit  sale  ? — I  believe  a  certain  nun 
travellers  for  in  stance,  want  liquor  and  will  have  it,  and  I  think  that  i 
certain  number  of  places  licensed,  under  a  good  strict  license  law,  th 
would  be  shut  out. 

4785.  That  is  your  opinion,  without  any  experience  or  any  other  fa< 
base  it  1 — Yes. 

4786.  You  think  that  the  prohibition  of  the  sale  would  not  stop  tht 
—No,  I  do  not  think  so. 

4787.  How  do  you  think  that  a  law  which  would  prohibit  everybody 
persons  would  stop  all  other  people  from  selling  ? — Because  there  would  I 
people  could  get  it  if  they  wanted  it. 

4788.  Would  it  take  away  the  desire  of  other  people  to  sell  liquor 
profits? — I  think  the  authorities  would  have  better  control  over  the  trad 

4789.  You  think  a  prohibitory  law  would  not  be  a  success  ? — I  d 
▼oold. 

4789a.  Still  you  think  a  prohibitory  law  that  applies  to  everybody 
would  be  a  success  ? — I  think  it  would  make  a  great  reduction  in  the 
would  control  it  much  better.  I  do  not  believe  you  can  stop  it  altogeth( 
P^4790.  You  have  said  that  a  prohibitory  law  would  not  stop  the  saL 
also  that  you  would  compensate  the  men  in  the  liquor  trade  if  a  prohtb: 
adopted.  If  the  law  would  not  be  a  success,  why  should  you  compensal 
not  being  interfered  with  in  their  business  ? — You  would  interfere  with 
certain  extent,  probably  altogether. 

4791.  Then  a  prohibitory  law  would  be  a  success? — I  think  you  wo 
selling  and  smuggling  under  it. 
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ly  members  compose  the  Board  of  Trade  of  this  town  ? — Probably 

1  regular  meetings  ? — Yes. 

J  the  purposes  of  the  Board  of  Trade  of  Truro  ? — To  discuss  all  mat- 

ith  the  trade  of  the  town. 

[juently  are  meetings  held  1 — They  were  held  formerly  each  month, 

Id  only  when  the  members  are  called  together  by  the  Secretary. 

called  together  frequently? — I  do  not  think  the  meetings  have 

h  recently. 

I  meetings  been  held  once  in  three  months  ? — Yes. 

5  you  are  not  voicing  the  views  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  but  simply 

lews  ? — Yes,  my  own  views. 

3oard  of  Trade  ever  discuss  the  question  of  prohibition  1 — I  do  not 

%  manufacturer,  I  understand  ? — Yes. 

■ — Of  iron  work,  I  am  an  iron  founder. 

mploy  many  persons  ? — Yes,  we  employ  50  or  60,  sometimes  more. 

of  your  employees  drinking  men  ? — Very  few,  one  or  two. 

f  them  ever  lose  time  on  account  of  drink  ? — I  think  one  does,  very 

work  is  not  practically  interfered  with  by  drinking  ? — No. 

were  an  habitual  drunkard  and  frequently  lost  time,   would  he 
oyment  ? — No. 
)u  discharge  him  ? — Yes. 

irke : 

sre  any  attempts  commenced  to  enforce  the  liquor  law,  I  refer  to  the 
—I  suppose  about  two  months  ago ;  it  was  about  that  time. 


)LURE,  of  Truro,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : — 
McDonald : 

yoMV  occupation  ? — I  am  a  barrister  and  journalist, 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  ? — Not  now. 
I  have  you  resided  in  Truro  ? — All  my  life, 
jmber  the  old  Nova  Scotia  license  law,  I  suppose  ? — I  do. 
ippose  you  remember  when  the  Scott  Act  was  carried  ? — The  Scott 
May,  1881.     The  proclamation  declaring  it  in  force  was  issued  in 

8  the  reason  of  this  interval  being  allowed  to  elapse  1 — A  scrutiny 
anded,  ai^d  an  order  was  granted  for  the  scrutiny.  The  Judge  who 
terwards  decline. i  to  proceed  with  it,  on  the  ground  that  he  was  a 
ling  officer.  Another  Judge  was  called  in.  He  declined  to  hear  the 
nd  that  he  had  no  jurisdiction.  No  steps  were  taken  to  dispose  of 
•e turning  officer  made  his  return  to  Ottawa,  and  a  proclamation  was 
t  all  the  facts  and  concluded  by  declaring  the  Act  in  force.  The 
these  proceedings  connected  with,  the  scrutiny, 
proclamation  was  issued,  T  understand,  in  November,  1882? — Yes, 
le  old  license  law,  at  what  time  of  the  year  were  licenses  granted  ? 
of  the  year,  I  think  the  civic  year  ended  31st  of  March,  but  I 

s  some  time  in  1883  when  licenses  would  terminate  and  they  would 
r  given  ? — There  were  no  licenses  at  that  time. 

SH. 
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4818.  There  were  no  licenses  under  the  old  Act? — The  last  year  of  licenses  was 
1878,  before  the  adoption  of  the  Scott  Act. 

4819.  Between  the  time  the  last  licenses  had  been  granted  under  the  old  license 
law  and  the  passage  of  the  Scott  Act,  a  period  of  two  or  three  years  intervened,  I 
presume  1 — Yes. 

4820.  Then  the  Scott  Act  was  passed  by  the  people,  but  not  enforced  for  a  period 
of  between  one  and  two  years:  when  was  it  proclaimed  ? — In  November,  1882. 

4821.  Do  you  remember  how  long  it  remained  in  force  before  it  was  repealed  1 — 
It  was  repealed  in  May,  1889. 

4822.  Then  for  six  or  seven  years  it  remained  in  force? — Nominally  in  force. 

4823.  It  remained  adopted  ?--Yes. 

4824.  Was  the  vote  taken  in  May,  1889,  for  the  repeal  of  the  Act? — Sometime 
before  1889  ;  that  was  the  date  the  proclamation  was  made. 

4825.  When  the  Scott  Act  was  originally  voted  upon,  what  was  the  majority  given 
in  its  favoar  ? — A  very  large  majority. 

4826.  Was  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  vote  of  the  county  polled  ? — It  was  not. 

4827.  When  the  Act  came  to  be  repealed,  or  rather  when  measures  were  taken  for 
its  repeal,  was  that  action  taken  at  the  instance  of  those  who  had  previously  favoured 
its  introduction  1 — The  same  people  who  voted  for  the  adoption  of  the  Act  applied  for 
its  repeal  and  voted  for  its  repeal,  so  far  as  I  know. 

4828.  Was  that  done  with  a  view  to  bringing  into  effect  what  are  called  the  prohi- 
bitory clauses  of  the  new  Provincial  license  law  ? — Yes. 

4829.  That  was  their  motive  ? — Their  motive  was  this,  and  as  I  prepared  the  peti- 
tions and  saw  them  after  they  were  signed,  I  know  all  the  circumstances  :  If  we  attempted 
to  enforce  the  Scott  Act,  we  were  met  with  doubts  as  to  the  validity  qf  the  proclamation. 
If  we  attempted  to  enforce  the  license  law,  thfe  opposing  party  declared  the  Scott  Act 
was  in  force,  and  we  were  thus  always  placed  on  the  offensive.  In  order  to  remove  all 
doubt  we  took  proceedings  to  have  the  proclamation  of  the  Scott  Act  repealed,  in  order 
that  the  prohibitory  clauses  of  the  license  law  might  be  enforced. 

4830.  After  the  proclamation  had  been  issued,  in  1882,  were  points  of  law  still 
raised  against  the  Act  ? — Yes.  A  number  of  cases  were  tried  and  the  parties  took  them 
to  the  Supreme  Court  on  appeal,  and  that  court  held  that  the  Scott  Act  was  not  in  force 
in  this  county. 

4831.  Did  the  court  hold  that  the  proclamation  was  not  valid  ? — Yes.  There  were 
special  objections  in  this  county. 

4832.  Under  the  old  license  law,  was  there  much  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor  in 
Truro? — I  cannot  speak  as  to  the  year  when  licenses  were  in  force  ;  I  do  not  remember. 

4833.  Between  1878  and  the  time  the  Scott  Act  was  proclaimed,  was  there  much 
liquor  sold  ? — During  one  or  two  years  such  was  the  case,  just  prior  to  the  adoption  of 
the  Scott  Act.  But  previous  to  that,  the  old  license  law  was  faithfully  enforced,  and 
during  two  or  three  years  there  was  very  little  drunkenness. 

4^4.  Was  the  reason  that  licenses  ceased  to  be  granted  under  the  old  license  law 
in  1^78,  the  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  community  against  licenses  being  granted  ? — 
There  was  a  strong  agitation  against  the  granting  of  licenses  ;  petitions  were  presented 
to  the  Town  Council,  and  the  Council  refused  to  grant  licenses. 

4835.  After  the  Scott  Act  was  proclaimed  and  came  into  force,  in  November,  1882, 
and  up  to  the  time  of  the  passage,  in  May,  1889,  of  the  new  Nova  Scotia  license  law, 
was  there  much  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor  in  Truro  ? — After  the  failure  of  the  prosecu- 
tions to  enforce  the  Scott  Act,  there  was  a  great  deal  of  drunkenness  and  very  open 
sale  of  liquor,  because  it  was  decided  that  the  Supreme  Court  having  declared  that  the 
Scott  Act  was  not  in  force,  no  attempt  should  be  made  to  enforce  either  that  Act  or  the 
license  law. 

4836.  Yoti  consider  there  was  considerable  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  ? — I  know 
there  was. 

4837.  Do  you  think  that  the  liquors  sold  had  been  adulterated  ? — I  know  nothing 
ahout  the  matter. 

21—17 
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4838.  You  have  not  seen  any  such  effects  from  liquor  as  wojdld  lead  you  to  believe 
one  way  or  the  other  ? — So  far  as  I  know,  the  effect  of  liquor  is  always  the  same,  in  the 
way  of  bringing  hundreds  tp  grief. 

4839.  Are  compounds  sold  in  the  name  of  liquors,  which  have  a  paralyzing  effect 
almost  immediately  ? — ^^I  have  seen  men  paralyzed,  but  I  did  not  know  what  caused  it 

4840.  After  the  repeal  of  the  Act  and  the  coining  into  effect  of  the  prohibitory 
clauses  of  the  provincial  license  law,  did  drunkenness  decrease? — There  was  less 
drunkenness  than  during  the  time  the  doubt  prevailed  as  to  the  validity  of  the  Scott 
Act.     There  is  less  drunkenness  now  than  there  was  then. 

4841.  Has  there  been  any  sale  of  liquor  since  the  license  law  came  into  effect  ? — Yes. 

4842.  And  the  sale  of  all  intoxicating  liquors  for  beverage  purposes  during  that 
time  would  l)e  illicit  ? — Yes. 

4843.  Has  the  sale  been  open? — Sometimes,  it  has  been  so,  when  no  effort  has 
been  made  to  enforce  the  law. 

4844.  Have  you  ever  seen  liquors  exposed  for  sale  in  the  windows  ? — I  have. 

4845.  "What  have  been  the  difficulties  under  the  new  license  law,  since  it  came  into 
effect  ? — The  constitutionality  of  the  Act  was  disputed,  in  the  first  place.  In  the  second 
place,  there  was  difficulty  in  getting  the  local  authorities  to  assume  the  costs  of  the 
prosecutions.  The  first  difficulty  has  been  removed  by  the  decision  of  our  Supreme 
Court,  which  has  declared  the  Act  constitutional.  The  second  difficulty  has  been 
removed  by  an  Act  of  the  Local  Legislature,  which  makes  the  municipalities  liable  for 
all  costs. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

4846.  Have  you  stated  fully  the  difficulties  that  were  in  the  way  of  the  enforcement 
of  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  ?  If  not,  will  you  kindly  do  so  ? — There  were  two  classes 
of  difficulties  that  were  met  with  in  endeavouring  to  enforce  the  Scott  Act.  In  the  first 
place,  when  we  began  prosecutions  in  this  county  in  common  with  all  other  counties  of 
the  province,  the  objection  was  raised  that  the  proclamations  were  bad,  because  the  Act 
was  declared  to  come  i^to  force  on  a  date  after  a  certain  date  after  the  expiration  of 
the  term  of  the  licenses — and  no  licenses  were  in  force.  In  this  county  another 
objection  was  taken,  namely,  that  the  returning  officer  had  made  his  return  before  the 
scrutiny  was  disposed  of,  and  his  return  was  consequently  bad,  and  a  proclamation 
based  on  that  return  was  also  bad.  The  Supreme  Court  decided  the  first  point,  and 
declared  that  the  Act  was  not  in  force  ;  but  the  Court  gave  no  decision  in  regard  to 
the  special  objection  raised  in  regard  to  this  county.  It  therefore  continued  to  hang  as 
a  doubt  over  our  proclamation.  The  temperance  people  admitted  that  the  proclamation 
in  this  county  was  not  good,  that  it  was  illegal,  and  that  to  attempt  to  enforce  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  would  result  disastrously,  and  they  urged  that  it  would  be  better 
to  have  the  Act  repealed  and  got  out  of  the  way  so  as  to  remove  doubt  in  respect  to  the 
enforcement  of  the  prohibitory  clauses  of  the  local  license  Act. 

4847.  Then  all  your  attempts  to  enforce  the  law  failed  for  those  reasons  ?— i^Tes. 

4848.  If  you  obtained  a  conviction,  it  was  quashed  ? — Yes. 

4849.  And  the  illicit  sellers  had  their  own  way  because  of  the  technical  difficulty  1 
—Yes. 

4850.  Why  was  it  that  three  years  intervened  between  the  granting  of  licenses  and 
the  adoption  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — During  that  time  the  town  was  under  the  prohibitory 
clauses  of  the  old  License  Act,  and  the  sale  was  illegal     No  licenses  were  granted. 

4851.  Do  you  remember  the  time  when  licenses  were  granted  in  Truro?-— I  was 
going  to  school  then,  and  I  cannot  speak  with  gi*eat  certainty. 

4852.  Have  you  a  sufficiently  clear  recollection  to  enable  you  to  say  whether  there 
was  any  illicit  sale  when  there  were  licenses  in  the  town  ? — Yes. 

4853.  To  what  extent? — I  could  not  say  to  what  extent,  but  I  know  there  was 
illicit  sale  to  some  extent,  because  I  know  parties  were  prosecuted. 

4854.  There  was  a  sufficient  extent  of  sale  to  demonstrate  that  though  the  principle 
of  licensed  places  may  be  adopted,  yet  it  does  not  necessarily  prevent  illicit  sale  t — It 
does  in  any  place  where  we  have  licenses  in  Nova  Scotia. 

Gardner  Clish. 
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4855.  What  are  the  weaknesses  of  the  present  Act  from  your  experience  here  and 
your  knowledge  of  the  law  ? — In  the  first  place,  one  element  of  weakness  is  that  the  Acb 
is  only  local  in  its  character,  that  while  no  liquor  may  be  sold  in  one  county,  the  sale  of 
liquor  may  be  legally  carried  on  in  adjoining  counties.  It  is  legal  in  Halifax,  and  it  is 
very  difficult  for  that  reason  to  enforce  the  law  in  a  place  lying  alongside  of  another 
where  the  traffic  is  legal.  A  second  elemeiK  of  weakness  is  that  the  Act  is  only  partial 
in  its  character.  Liquor  may  be  legally  imported  into  this  .place.  The  bar  room  may 
be  closed,  but  there  may  be  liquor  legally  imported  and  men  pecuniarily  interested  in 
its  sale.  Thirdly,  the  interpretation  placed  upon  the  law  by  the  courts  has  to  a  certain 
extent  interfered  with  its  enforcement. 

4856.  Explain  that  1 — I  mean  that  a  man  convicted  of  selling  intoxicating  liquors 
will  be  by  our  Ck)urts  relieved  from  responsibility  on  grounds  which  would  not  be  held 
to  be  valid  in  the  case  of  any  man  violating  another  law. 

4857.  Why  has  there  been  an  attempt  made  recently  to  enforce  the  law  ?  Why 
was  there  not  an  attempt  made  six  months  ago  to  enforce  the  law,  similar  to  that  which 
is  now  made  1 — There  had  been  an  attempt  made  previous  to  that,  and  the  Courts  had 
decided  many  cases  against  the  town. 

4858.  This  is  not  the  first  attempt  ? — No. 

4859.  What  interfered  with  the  earlier  attempt  ? — The  adverse  decisions  of  the 
Courts,  and  the  refusal  of  the  municipal  authorities  to  pay  the  costs. 

4860.  And  this  has  been  overcome  ? — Yes,  in  the  way  I  stated  beforp. 

4861.  And  the  enforcement  now  is  good  1 — I  have  no  doubt  there  is  illicit  sale,  but 
the  open  and  public  sale  is  practically  suppressed. 

4862-  What  is  the  prospect,  that  the  illicit  sale  will  be  still  further  reduced  ? — No 
doubt,  but  it  will  never  be  totally  suppressed  as  long  as  they  are  allowed  legaDy  to  bring 
the  liquor  in  here. 

jffy  Mr,  Clarke  : 

4863.  Has  there  been  a  marked  decrease  in  drunkenness  since  these  prosecutions 
commenced  ? — I  think  there  has  been  some.    The  policemen  tell  me  there  has  been  some. 

4864.  Will  the  record  of  the  Courts  show  the  number  of  cases  before  the  Courts 
since  and  previously  ] — I  think  the  Town  Clerk  will  be  able  to  give  you  the  figures.  I 
do  not  know. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

4865.  Under  the  present  License  Law,  where  licenses  are  issued,  is  the  sale  of  liquor 
at  a  bar  forbidden  1 — Yes.  ^ 

4866.  Can  guests  in  the  house  get  it  by  the  glass  in  their  rooms  ] — They  can 
have  it  in  their  rooms  or  at  the  table  with  their  meals. 

4867.  And  that  sale  is  not  limited  to  a  pint  but  is  by  the  glass  ? — I  think  so. 

4868.  I  think  you  said  that  the  Judges  gave  decisions  on  points  in  connection  with 
this  Act  which  would  have  been  different  if  they  had  been  in  reference  to  any  other 
law  1 — I  do  not  say  they  would  have  been.  I  only  say  that  men  convicted  on  the  clear- 
est evidence  of  selling  intoxicating,  liquors  have  escaped  the  payment  of  their  fines  on 
the  ground  of  mere  technical  defects  in  the  proceedings,  whereas  a  man  convicted  of 
steaUng  would  apply  to  the  courts  in  vain  on  the  ground  of  technical  defects  in  the  pro- 
ceedings. 
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WILLIAM  CRAIG,  of  Truro,  N.  S.,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows :— - 

By  Judge  McDonald,: 

4869.  What  is  your  occupation  or  calling  ? — Hat  manufacturer. 

4870.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Truro  ? — Since  1870,  twenty-two  years. 

487  L  How  long  have  you  been  engaged  in  your  present  position  ? — I  worked  as  a 
workman  when  I  came  here  first,  and  I  have  been  a  manufacturer  since  1877,  with 
others. 

4872.  Do  you  employ  many  men  ? — About  thirty-two  men  and  women. 

4873.  Have  you  had  any  opportunity  of  observing  the  working  of  the  law  in  regard 
to  intoxicating  liquors  in  Truro  ? — Somewhat. 

4874.  What  law  was  in  force  when  you  came? — The  old  law  of  the  province. 

4875.  Were  there  any  licenses  in  existence  then  ? — Yes. 

4876.  Do  you  remember  when  the  authorities  ceased  issuing  them  % — I  think  the 
first  petition  I  signed  for  a  license  was  in  1876. 

4877.  Petitions  had  to  be  signed  at  that  time  also  ? — Yes. 

4878.  Then  the  Scott  Act  was  voted  on  and  carried  ? — Yes. 

4879.  And  then  there  was  the  new  license  law  ? — Yes. 

4880.  Under  all  these  laws,  has  there  been  any  drunkenness  ? — I  do  not  think  any 
more  than  you  would  see  in  any  other  town  of  this  size. 

4881.  During  the  time  the  town  was  without  license,  was  there  any  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquor  going  on  ? — Yes. 

4882.  In  a  number  of  places  ? — I  think  about  the  same  as  under  the  old  hcense 
law. 

4883.  Has  the  sale  been  open  1 — Partially  open,  but  not  exposed  very  much. 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

4884.  Has  there  been  less  drunkenness  in  Truro  than  there  would  be,  in  your 
opinion,  in  towns  of  the  same  size  where  a  license  law  would  prevail  and  be  fairly  well 
enforced  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

4885;  You  have  experience  extending  over  the  old  license  law  period,  the  Scott  Act 
period  and  the  present  license  law  ? — Yes. 

4886.  During  all  that  time,  whether  legally  or  illegally,  liquor  has  been  sold  ?— 
Yes. 

4887.  Less  openly  during  the  prohibitory  period  than  when  the  licenses  were 
granted  1 — I  do  not  think  I  have  seen  very  much  difference  except  during  a  month  or 
two  at  a  time; 

4888.  Do  you  thi^k  if  a  prohibitory  law  were  passed  for  the  whole  Dominion,  it 
would  be  more  effectively  enforced  than  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  think  it  would  take  an  army 
of  officials  to  enforce  it.  Every  river  and  every  harbour  would  require  to  have  ships 
and  officers  to  prevent  liquor  being  brought  in. 

4889.  Can  you  suggest  any  amendments  either  to  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  or 
to  the  license  law,  which  would  render  either  law  n)ore  easily  enforced  ? — I  have  never 
studied  it,  and  it  would  require  a  good  deal  of  study. 

4890.  Do  you  think  if  a  prohibitory  law  were  passed,  those  who  are  interested  in 
breweries  and  distilleries  should  be  compensated  ? — I  think  they  should  as  much  as  the 
British  Government  compensated  the  slave  holders. 

4891.  Was  there  less  drunkenness  when  liquor  was  allowed  to  be  Hold  under  license 
than  there  is  now  1 — I  do  not  think  so.     I  do  not  see  any  difference. 

4892.  Has  there  been  any  diminution  of  drunkenness  during  the  last  six  or  eight 
weeks,  since  the  attempts  have  been  made  to  enforce  the  law  ? — I  think  so. 

4892a.  The  results  have  been  beneficial,  then? — To  a  few,  perhaps,  but  those  who 
want  it  and  are  anxious  to  get  it  can  get  liquor. 

4893.  Have  you  any  experience  in  any  other  part  of  the  province? — Not  in  this 
pi-ovince,  but  I  have  in  the  State  of  Maine. 

4894.  What  was  your  experience  there  ? — At  the  first  station  crossing  the  line  of  the 
Ste.  Croix  River,  liquor  is  sold  at  an  open  bar. 

William  Craig. 
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4895.  Were  you  ever  in  Portland] — In  1869  I  lived  in  Princeton  for  about  four 
months. 

4896.  Was  the  prohibitory  law  in  force  then  ? — Yes. 

4897.  What  it  observed  generally  ? — No.  There  were  two  hotels  in  the  place  and 
rooms  were  kept  for  the  sale  of  liquor.  It  is  a  great  lumbering  place,  and  the  lumber- 
men get  it  as  they  want  it. 

4898.  Could  residents  get  it  1 — Yes,  if  they  knew  enough  to  hold  their  tongues. 

4899.  There  was  a  restriction  ? — Yes. 

4900.  More  than  there  would  have  been  if  licenses  had  been  granted  ? — Certainly. 

4901.  Was  the  result  beneficial  to  the  town? — I  do  not  think  so  from  my 
experience. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

4902.  You  employ  thirty-two  men  ? — Thirty-two  men  and  women. 

4903.  Are  any  of  them  given  to  drink  ? — Once  in  a  while  I  think  a  man  will  dj'ink. 

4904.  Many  of  them  ?— No. 

4905.  Do  you.  use  any  means  to  avoid  employing  drinking  men  :  are  you  careful 
about  that  ? — It  is  very  hard  to  do  that.  Hatters  as  a  rule  are  given  to  liquor,  and  you 
have  to  employ  experienced  men.     I  would  rather  have  sober  men. 

4906.  You  remember  the  old  law  when  licenses  were  issued  here  ?  Was  there  any 
illicit  sale  then? — I  could  not  tell  you,  because  I  never  was  jn  any  place  of  that  kind. 

4907.  You  are  not  a  drinking  man  ? — Not  very  much. 

4908.  Are  you  a  total  abstainer? — No ;  I  take  a  drink  when  I  want  it. 

4909.  You  know  there  is  illicit  sale  now,  because  any  sale  is  illicit  ? — Yes. 

4910.  Do  you  know  whether  under  the  old  license  law  they  violated  the  law  in 
any  way  ? — I  cannot  say. 

4911.  For  instance,  the  law  prohibits  selling  during  certain  hours  and  selling  to 
minors  and  so  on.  Do  you  think  any  of  them  violated  that  law  ? — I  cannot  speak  from 
any  knowledge. 

4912.  Do  you  think  that  the  liquor  trade  should  be  interfered  with  in  any  way? — 
I  think  there  should  be  an  honest  license  law  passed. 

4913.  What  is  your  idea  of  an  honest  license  law  ? — One  which  tells  the  holders 
whom  they  should  not  sell  to  as  well  as  whom  they  should  sell  to. 

4914.  Then  you  would  have  a  license  to  the  drinker  as  well  as  to  the  seller? — I 
say  a  licensee  has  no  right  to  sell  to  minors  or  to  men  who  are  very  heavily  addicted  to 
drink. 

4915.  Do  you  think  it  is  better  to  sell  to  a  young  man  who  is  just  beginning,  or 
to  one  who  is  a  habitual  drunkard,  who  has  lost  hope  and  has  lost  all  his  friends  ? — It 
is  difficult  to  find  out  and  punish  the  man. 

4916.  Would  it  be  a  feature  of  an  honest  license  law  that  the  licensee  should  be  al- 
lowed to  sell  to  your  boy  or  another's  boy  1 — He  has  no  right  to  sell  to  my  boy  until  he  is 
of  age,  and  tlien  he  is  a  citizen  and  can  judge  for  himself. 

4917.  You  would  have  somebody  licensed  to  sell  to  your  boy? — When  he  is  of  age. 

4918.  Is  there  any  interference  with  illicit  sale  in  Truro? — I  think  so. 

4919.  By  whom?— -By  the  License  Inspector,  I  presume. 

4920.  Are  the  citizens  behihd  him  at  all  ? — I  think  a  good  many  are,  but  public 
opinion  is  divided. 

4921.  Could  you  give  us  the  proportion? — I  could  not. 

4922.  Do  you  think  the  citizens  ought  to  stand  by  an  official  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duty,  or  ought  they  to  antagonize  him  ? — It  depends  very  largely  on  the  character 
of  the  law.  A  bad  law  is  better  not  enforced.  It  depends  whether  the  law  is  a  good 
one. 

4923.  You  regard  this  as  a  bad  law  ? — I  do. 

4924.  Why  ? — Because  it  is  not  honest. 

4925.  Why  'I — Because  it  gives  the  traveller  the  right  to  buy  what  he  wants  and 
not  the  citizen. 

4926.  Does  it  ? — That  is  apparently  the  way  it  works. 

4927.  Are  you  sufficiently  acquainted  with  it  to  say  that  ? — I  think  that  is  it. 
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4928.  Why  do  you  think  it  would  take  an  army  to  enforce  prohibition  1 — I  notice 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  smuggling  going  on  now  from  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon. 

4929.  Does  that  affect  Truro  particularly  ? — The  liquor  might  find  its  way  here. 
.4930.  Would  you  object  to  a   law  prohibiting  smuggling,  because  some  persons 

would  be  interfered  with  ?— No.     It  depends  on  how  many  persons  would  be  injured 
and  what  business  would  be  destroyed  by  the  introduction  of  the  law. 

4931.  Do  you  think  your  business  would  be  affected  by  the  introduction  of  a  pro- 
hibitory law  ? — I  cannot  say.     If  they  prohibited  the  wearing  of  hats,  it  would. 

4932.  But  would  a  prohibitory  liquor  law  prevent  the  wearing  of  hats  1 — It  would 
if  it  prohibited  the  wearing  of  hats. 

4933.  Which  would  more  encourage  the  wearing  of  hats  1 — I  cannot  say. 

4934.  Who  pays  best  in  your  business,  the  man  who  drinks  or  the  man  who  does 
not  drink  1 — The  men  I  have  sold  most  hats  to  I  have  mgst  often  had  a  drink  with. 

4935.  Did  they  invite  you  to  drink,  or  did  you  invite  them  ? — Both  ways. 

4936.  Do  you  understand  that  the  British  (rovernment  did  compensate  the  slave 
traders  ? — History  says  so. 

4937-8.  Do  you  know  how  the  British  (xovernment  treats  slave  traders  to-day? — She 
considers  them  contraband. 


Rev.  D.  STILES  ERASER,  of  Stewiacke,  Colchester  County,  on  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : —  ** 

By  Jvdge  McDonald  : 

4939.  What  is  your  calling  ? — A  Presbyterian  clergyman. 

4940.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  working  of  the  Scott  Act  in  the  County  of 
Colchester  ? — Not  of  the  working  of  the  Act.  I  came  here  a  short  time  previous  to  the 
repeal  movement,  and  I  took  part  in  that  campaign. 

4941.  Have  you  any  experience  of  the  working  of  the  present  license  law? — My 
experience  has  been  in  the  County  of  Lunenburg  under  the  old  License  Law,  the 
McCarthy  Act  and  the  present' License  Law,  and  in  this  county  for  the  last  four  years. 

4942.  Has  the  Scott  Act  been  in  force  in  the  County  of  Lunenburg  ? — No. 

4943.  But  the  old  License  Law  was  1 — Yes,  until  the  McCarthy  Act  came  into 
force.  The  old  law  was  in  doubt  for  some  time  before  the  McCarthy  Act  came  into 
force.  There  were  technical  difficulties.  When  the  McCarthy  Act  came  into  force  it 
declared  the  existing  laws  valid  from  first  January  to  first  May  until  the  Mc- 
Carthy Act  itself  came  into  force.  During  those  four  months  the  old  License  Law  was 
rigidly  enforced.  Three-fourths  of  the  signatures  in  a  district  were  required  for  a  license. 
Three  parties  got  the  signatures,  but  othei*s  who  had  succeeded  before  did  not  get  them. 

4944.  Granted  that  a  license  law  is  in  force,  would  you  prefer  that  its  administra- 
tion should  be  committed  to  a  Board  of  Commissioners  or  to  the  ordinary  municipal 
authorities  ? — I  am  not  in  favour  of  a  license  at  all. 

4945.  But  taking  the  city  of  Halifax,  for  instance :  would  you  prefer  that  the  grant- 
ing of  the  licenses  and  the  disposition  of  the  matter  should  be  in  the  hands  of  a  Board 
of  Commissioners  or  in  the  hands  of  an  ordinary  Municipal  Council  ? — I  have  not  had 
enough  experience  to  say.  We  only  had  the  McCarthy  Act  a  few  months,  not  long 
enough  to  get  into  the  working  of  it.  Under  the  present  municipal  system  we  were 
very  successful  in  Lunenburg. 

4946.  Then  in  Lunenburg  you  have  seen  the  prohibitory  clauses  of  the  law  work- 
ing ? — Yes,  for  more  than  twenty  years  there  have  been  no, licenses  granted. 

4947.  Was  the  law 'enforced  by  the  authorities  or  by  private  citizens? — After  the 
present  law  came  into  force  we  had  an  Alliance,  and  the  Council  appointed  our  nominee 
who  began  enforcing  the  law.  At  that  time  the  feeling  was  against  us,  but  within  a 
year  we  had  a  change  and  the  sympathy  was  with  us. 

4948.  Your  opinion  is,  that  where  the  officials  do  their  duty  and  the  public  senti- 
ment is  behind  them,  the  law  can  be  enforced  ? — It  will  reduce  the  sale  to  a  minimum. 

William  Guaio. 
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There  were  thirty  places  in  the  county  when  we  commenced,  and  a  year  and  a  half 
afterwards  there  were  only  six  places  in  the  whole  county  where  there  was  any  suspi- 
cion of  liquor  being  sold,  and  they  were  under  very  strict  watch.  I  cannot  speak  per- 
sonally since  1888,  but  my  opinion  is  that,  where  the  officers  will  do  their  duty,  they 
will  be  backed  up  by  the  sentiment  of  the  people  without  any.  difficulty.  I  believe 
that,  if  the  officer  in  Halifax  would  do  his  duty,  he  would  be  backed  up  by  the  senti- 
ment of  the  people. 

By  Mr.  Gigault  : 

4949.  Do  you  favour  the  prohibition  of  all  kinds  of  liquors  ?— Decidedly. 

4950.  Even  wine  ? — All  liquors  that  contaih  alcohol. 

4951.  Do  you  think  the  use  of  wine  is  injurious? — I  think  the  moderate  use  of 
any  liquor  is  injurious  and  leads  to  excess.  We  would  have  no  excess  if  we  had  no 
moderation. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

4952.  You  are  a  pastor,  of  how  long  experience  1 — I  was  ordained  in  November, 
1877. 

4953.  Can  you  state  briefly  some  facts  as  to  the  effect  of  the  drink  habit  in  your 
observation  ? — I  had  a  good  deal  of  experience  w^ith  it  in  my  former  pastorate  in  Lunen- 
burg, where  I  was  for  eleven  years.  I  noted  in  that  time  twenty-two  persons  who  died 
very  terrible  deaths  from  the  immediate  effect  of  drink,  and  I  also  noted  parties  who 
had  reformed,  but  before  their  reformation  had  the  seeds  of  disease  sown  in  them 
which  soon  carried  .them  off,  and  these  were  most  promising  men.  I  have  been  a  close 
observer  of  this  matter  wherever  I  have  travelled  and  at  home,  and  I  have  noted  that 
where  there  is  liquor  in  the  family  you  cannot  get  the  highest  type  of  humanity  or  the 
highest  class  of  society.  My  experience  of  fifteen  years  as  *a  minister  and  before  that 
as  a  teacher  and  student  has  been  invariably  adverse  to  the  use  of  alcohol.  I  have  seen 
many  cases  of  families  broken  up  and  destroyed  by  it. 

4954.  You  are  convener  of  the  Temperance  Committee  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Canada  ? — Yes. 

4955.  Your  committee  has  made  a  very  exhaustive  examination  into  this  subject  by 
questions  addressed  to  the  Churches  ? — Yes,  our  committee  prepared  questions  to  be 
sent  to  each  session  each  year.  The  Sessions  are  composed  of  the  Minister  and  Board 
of  elders  of  each  church.     I  have  held  my  present  position  for  three  years. 

4956.  Will  you  furnish  the  Commission  with  a  summary  of  your  report  on  this 
subject] — Yes.     [Appendix  No.  5.] 

4957.  Aside  from  the  statements  you  have  from  your  Church,  have  you  proved  by 
observation  the  effects  of  the  licensed  traffic  as  compared  with  prohibition  of  the  drink 
trade  ? — About  the  only  instances  of  a  licensed  trade,  outside  of  Halifax,  of  which  I 
have  had  experience  was  as  a  boy  at  home,  when  J^etween  the  town  of  Truro  and  the 
town  of  Pictou  there  were  eight  or  nine  places  along  the  old  coach  road  that  were 
licensed.  For  a  number  of  years  liquor  was  sold  there  legally.  Now  from  here  to 
Pictou  you  cannot  get  a  glass  of  liquor  at  all  on  the  road.  About  twenty-five  years  ago 
when  licenses  ceased  to  be  issued  in  most  of  the  counties  in  Nova  Scotia,  you  could  get 
hquor  at  almost  all  the  cross  roads  or  stopping  places.  Now  you  could  count  on  your 
fingers  all  the  places  outeide  of  towns  and  villages  in  Nova  Scotia  where  you  could  get 
any  drink.  I  could  take  you  through  the  valley  for  a  week  without  meeting  any 
hqaor  outside  of  towns  and  villages.  • 

4958.  Then  do  you  think  the  feeling  in  Nova  Scotia  is  in  favour  of  prohibition  ? — 
I  think  we  would  go  ahead  of  Manitoba,  if  we  had  the  opportunity,  and  carry  it  by 
four  to  one. 

4959.  Do  you  think  that  feeling  would  be  active  in  the  enforcement  of  the  law  ? — 
I  think  it  would  be  more  active  than  it  is  now,  for  this  reason :  that  importation  is 
allowed  now,  and  the  wholesale  men  of  Halifax  and  the  distillers  push  their  trade  in 
the  prohibited  districts  by  all  manner  of  means  and  make  th6  enforcement  of  the  law 
very  difficult.  We  cannot  prevent  vessels  or  railways  carrying  the  liquor.  A^  Lunen- 
burg, if  we  could  have  fined  the  captain  of  a  vessel  even  a  small  fine  for  bringing  the 
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liquor  in,  we  would  ha^e  had  absolute  perfection.  Since  the  passage  of  the  Scott  Act 
there  has  been  some  doubt  and  difficulty  as  to  the  operation  of  the  law,  and  the  people 
have  been  worried  until  the  sentiment  in  favour  of  prohibition  has  been  almost  worn 
out  because  of  the  incessant  toil  and  bother  involved.  If  a  prohibitory  law  were 
passed,  the  people  would  suppose  that  there  would  be  a  sufficient  enforcing  power  instead 
of  its  enforcement  being  left  to  private  individuals.  That  was  the  weakness  of  the  Scott 
Act.  It  left  the  enfbrcement  of  the  law  to  private  individuals  and  the  cost  to  private 
subscription.  The  law  should  be  enforced  by  those  who  make  it.  If  the  law  were 
enforced  by  the  Government  which  makes  it,  as  the  Customs  law  is,  there  would  be  no 
difficulty. 

4960.  What  about  the  effects  of  the  law  in  this  county  outside  of  Truro  1 — All  the 
liquor  we  see  through  the  country  in  the  eastern  district  comes  from  Truro.  We  see  no 
liquor  there  except  some  one  froin  Truro  brings  a  little  home  with  him. 

4961.  Do  you  attribute  that  good  condition  of  things  in  any  degree  to  the  existence 
of  the  prohibitive  features  of  the  license  law  ? — Most  certainly ;  in  the  country  districts 
it  is  a  success.  We  really  have  prohibition  in  the  country,  for  the  opportunities  of 
carrying  on  the  trade  are  not  so  great  as  they  are  in  a  town  and  you  can  deal  with 
them  bejtter. 

4962.  If  licenses  houses  were  established  throughout  the  county,  under  a  high  license, 
with  a  \dew  to  give  standing  to  the  trade  and  to  make  it  reputable,  what  do  you  think 
would  be  the  effect  ? — Very  disastrous.  If  we  had  a  license  law  in  our  place  now,  there 
would  be  a  great  deal  of  drunkenness  in  a  few  years. 

4963.  Notwithstanding  all  your  platform  and  pulpit  teaching  ? — Yes.  There  are 
many  people  who  will  drink  when  liquor  is  to  be  had.  Many  of  those  who  signed  the 
petitions  to  Parliament,  said,  "  We  drink,  but  we  wouH  be  glad  to  have  the  liquor  out 
of  our  reach.'* 

4964.  What  is  your  vieV  of  the  high  license  system  as  applied  to  the  drink  trade! 
— I  think  it  is  one  of  the  best  friends  of  the  liquor  traffic  that  it  has. 

4965.  For  what  reasons? — From  my  own  observation  and  from  what  I  have  read 
in  these  books.  In  the  first  place,  high  license  adds  an  additional  moneyed  interest  in 
the  community,  which  has  a  strong  effect.  Many  people  cannot  see  past  a  dollar.  Then 
it  increases  the  desire  of  the  traffic  to  make  the  trade  more  attractive,  to  draw  in 
customers  to  make  a  profit  after  paying  their  high  fees,  and  from  my  personal  know- 
ledge in  Montreal  lately,  and  from  information  I  have  received  from  inquiry  last  year, 
they  had  less  licenses  because  of  the  high  fee,  but  they  had  more  drunkenness.  In  the 
United  States  wherever  any  observation  has  gone  high  licenses  have  utterly  failed,  and 
our  General  Assembly  has  pronounced  this  year  that  so  far  as  the  license  system  goes,  it 
has  failed  to  meet  the  difficulties  and  to  suppress  the  evils  of  the  traffic.  If  there  is  to 
be  a  license  system  at  all,  I  believe  it  would  be  better  to  have  no  fees,  because  then 
there  is  no  moneyed  interest  in  the  community  which  is  interested. 

4966.  You  do  not  believe  in  a  license  law  of  that  sort  ? — I  do  not  believe  in  a 
license  law  of  any  sort,  but  I  think  that  is  the  best  sort.  As  to  high  license,  I  am 
strongly  of  opinion  that  it  would  never  be  a  success.  The  largest  liquor  dealers  in  the- 
United  States  have  said  it  is  their  best  friend,  and  the  best  weapon  with  which  to  fight 
prohibition. 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

4967.  Have  copies  of  the  deliverances  of  the  Assembly  to  which  you  have  referred 
been  sent  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  various  Provinces  and  to  Parliament  ? — They  will 
be  in  a  short  time. 

4968.  Have  any  been  sent  ? — Not  yet.  I  have  only  lately  received  the  copies  of 
those  of  this  year,  and  I  am  authorized  to  communicate  with  the  different  Governments. 

4969.  Do  you  mean  to  declare  that  there  is  a  higher  moral  standard  in  the  families 
of  total  abstainers  than  in  the  families  where  liquor  is  used  in  moderation  % — Yes  ;  the 
moral  sense  is  blinded  on  many  questions  by  the  use  of  liquor. 

4970.  Have  you  heard  any  of  the  eWdence  given  at  any  meetings  of  the  Com- 
mission ?— No ;  I  have  read  reports  of  it. 

Rev.  D.  Stiles  Fraser. 
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By  Mr.  Gigavlt : 

4971.  Is  there  not  in  your  Church  a  minority  which  does  not  favour  prohibition  ]  - 
There  is  a  very  small  minority  in  doubt  on  the  question,  but  this  year  that  minority  is 
gradually  disappearing,  and  we  carried  the  deliverance  without  opposition. 

4972.  Do  you  know  of  any  country  where  a  prohibitory  law  is  satisfactorily 
enforced  % — I  know  of  no  country  where  they  have  such  a  prohibitory  law  as  we  would 
have  in  Canada.  In  Maine  the  importation  and  the  storage  is  allowed  ;  and  even  in 
Maine  the  testimony  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  read  if,  is  that  outside  of  a  few 
centres,  in  the  country  districts  there  are  young  men  who  have  grown  to  manhood 
without  seeing  drink  and  without  seeing  a  drunken  man.  I  believe  that  in  Maine  and 
in  Kansas  prohibition  has  been  largely  a  success.  It  has  reduced  the  taxation  in 
Kansas.  It  is  local  option  for  the  State,  and  I  believe  it  is  as  successful  as  such  a  law 
can  be.     But  I  believe  a  general  law  for  the  whole  country  would  be  more  successful. 

4973.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  prohibitory  law  is  enforced  in  the  State  of 
Maine  ? — I  have  had  no  experience. 

4974.  It  has  been  proved  before  this  Commission  that  it  is  not? — It  has  been 
stated,  but  not  proved.  \ 

4975.  The  witnesses  were  under  oath  ? — They  only  spoke  of  certain  places. 

4976.  Do  you  think  it  is  desirable  to  have  a  law  enacted  which  is  not  generally 
observed  ? — The  law  in  regard  to  theft  is  not  generally  observed,  but  we  would  not 
repeal  it  for  that  reason. 

4977.  Do  you  think  it  desirable  to  have  a  law  which  is  not  observed? — I  think  it 
desirable  to  have  a  right  law. 

4978.  But  one  which  is  not  observed  ? — The  fact  of  a  la  w  not  being  observed  in  every 
place  does  not  affect  its  rightness. 

4979.  Have  you  known  of  any  country  where  such  a  general  prohibitory  law  has 
been  enforced  ? — We  have  not  such  a  law. 

4980.  Or  where  a  partial  prohibitory  law  is  really  enforced  ? — We  have  a  partial 
pn)hibitory  law  in  Nova  Scotia. 

4981.  According  to  the  evidence  in  Truro,  Halifax,  North  Sydney  and  other  places, 
the  Scott  Act  and  the  License  Law  are  not  only  not  enforced  but  are  a  perfect  farce. 
You  say  that  they  are  not  enforced  in  towns  and  villages  ? — The  reason  is  that  the 
manufacture  and  importation  and  carriage  and  wholesale  dealing  are  allowed.  We 
have  only  prohibition  of  the  retail  dealing. 

4982.  Even  if  you  had  total  prohibition,  would  not  alcohol  be  still  manufactured 
in  the  country  or  imported  for  medicinal,  sacramental  and  mechanical  purposes  ? — That 
may  be, 'but  keep  it  within  those  limits. 

4983.  But  the  object  of  a  license  law  is  to  keep  the  trade  within  its  limits  ? — We 
want  it  kept  within  further  limits.  We  want  it  prohibited.  We  believe  this  prohibitory 
law  can  be  enforced  as  well  as  as  any  other  prohibitory  law. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

4984.  When  you  state  that  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions  in  the  General  Assembly 
was  unanimous,  do  you  mean  that  every  one  voted,  or  that  no  dissent  was  expressed  ?— 
There  was  no  opposition  expressed. 

4985.  Do  you  think  that  the  Rev.  Principal  Grant  or  the  Rev.  D.  J.  Macdonell 
accept  your  views  ? — No,  they  do  not. 

4986.  Are  they  members  of  the  General  Assembly  ? — They  are,  and  they  carry  a 
very  small  minority  with  them. 

4987.  You  have  spoken  in  reference  to  the  opinion  of  the  community  as  to  theft.  Do 
you  put  theft  and  the  drinking  of  intoxicating  liquor  upon  the  same  basis? — I  put  theft 
and  the  selling  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  this  community  on  the  same  basis,  because  they 
are  both  against  the  law. 

4988.  Is  theft  a  sin  per  se  ? — Yes. 

4989.  Is  the  selling  of  intoxicating  liquor  a  sin  per  se  ? — When  it  is  sold  in  viola- 
tion of  the  law. 

4990.  But  under  license  ? — I  think  it  is. 
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>ut  the  selling  of  intoxicating  liquor  and  theft  on  the  same  foot- 

lot  the  unanimous  sentiment  of  the  community  with  you  in  the 
Kcept  of  course  the  thief  himself  ? — Yes. 

ive  not  that  unanimous  sentiment  as  to  the  prosecution  for  the 
et.      • 

not,  therefore,  be  a  difference  of  sentiment  in  the  community  in 
lings  1 — Yes. 

state  anything  as  to  the  minority  in  the  Assembly  which  held  & 
^ours  ? — The  minority  in  a  very  large  Assembly  was  only  twenty- 

ke  : 

jrance  was  not  unanimous,  then  ? — Not  at  that  time. 

McLeod : 

was  that?— In  1890. 

ere  was  a  recorded  minority  of  twenty -seven  then  ? — Yes. 
no  minority  last  year  ? — There  was  no  vote  against  it  last  year. 
ng  of  a  book  a  sin  per  se  ? — Not  unless  it  is  obscene, 
ig  of  an  obscene  book  a  sin  ? — I  think  it  is. 
scause  it  tends  to  corrupt  morals. 

the  selling  of  liquor  is  a  sin,  for  what  reason  ? — Because  it  is  the 
3tion,  poverty  and  all  the  other  catologue  of  evils  that  follow  it, 
rho  is  a  party  to  causing  these  evils  for  gain  is  doing  wrong, 
leard  evidence  this  morning  that  the  prohibitory  law  in  Maine  is 

heard  or  read  evidence  of  reputable  people  to  the  contrary  ?— I 

decided  evidence. 

zDonald:  , 

an  to  put  the  reading  of  an  obscene  book  and  the  taking  of  a  glass 
itegory  ? — I  do  not  think  I  need  answer  that  question. 

ke : 

of  opium  and  laudanum  and  other  poisons  in  itself  a  sin  ? — If  it 
poses,  I  think  it  is  all  right.  I  think  alcohol  for  certain  medical 
s  may  be  sold  properly. 


SLOW,  of  Truro,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : — 
cDoiudd : 

>ur  occupation  ? — I  am  a  manufacturer. 

ae  of  manufacture  are  you  engaged? — Aerated  waters  and  syrups. 

have  you  resided  in  Truro? — I  have  resided  in  Truro  about  10 

iring  20  years  my  parents  lived  here. 

bad  some  opportunity  of  observing  the  working  of  the  laws  in 

itoxicating  liquors  in  Truro  ? — I  have. 

old  license  law? — I  remember  sale  under  the  old  license  law, 

1  was  the  Scott  Act,  and  now  there  is  the  Provincial  License  Act 

ew  law  ? — Yes,  under  the  three  laws. 

old  license  law,  were  licenses  granted  when  you  first  knew  it  1 — 

mses. 

'  the  law  recently  in  force,  has  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  for 

en  place  ? — Yes. 

;  Fraser. 
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5015.  Openly  or  secretly? — Sometimes  it  has  been  pretty  open 
times  a  little  secretly. 

5016.  How  many  persons  are  engaged  in  your  business? — I  am 
turer  here. 

5017.  Do  you  employ  any  hands? — About  ten  hands. 

5018.  Do  you  find  a  large  demand  for  your  product? — There  is  c 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

5019.  Has  the  demand  increased  since  the  rigid  enforcement  of 
the  present  law  ? — I  do  not  think  it  has. 

5020.  Did  the  demand  decrease  when  the  law  was  not  observed  ? 
line  of  my  customers  it  did. 

5021.  Then  the  result  of  the  enforcement  of  the  liquor  law  was  t 
of  these  non- intoxicants  ? — It  was. 

5022.  The  result  of  non-observance  of  the  law  is  to  increase  the  i 
— It  seemed  that  way  to  me.  When  the  law  is  put  in  force  dealei 
have  bulky  goods  on  their  premises. 

5023.  Has  drunkenness  increased  during  the  last  few  months  ?— 
about  the  same.  Truro  never  had  very  much  drunkenness,  I  consider, 
will,  of  course,  show  that.  I  am  about  a  good  deal  and  see  a  good  m 
have  never  noticed  very  much  drunkenness  here. 

5024.  Have  you  had  any  experience  of  the  operation  of  the  Scot 
part  of  Nova  Scotia  ? — Yes,  my  business  extends  throughout  Nova 
Breton,  and  somewhat  in  New  Brunswick. 

5025.  What  has  been  your  experience  respecting  the  operation 
and  the  enforcement  of  it  ? — I  never  could  see  where  the  enforcement 
took  place,  where  they  even  made  honest  efforts  to  carry  it  out,  wher 
good.  It  has,  to  my  knowledge,  driven  the  traffic  out  of  respectable 
and  meaner  hands.  I  think  I  noticed  last  week  some  indication  of  tl 
certain  people  could  not  get  liquor  in  hotels  and  places  where  they 
it,  and  they  afterwards  got  it  out  on  the  streets.  I  have  heard  of  th 
is  so  from  what  I  have  seen. 

5026.  Is    it   your  experience   throughout  this  province,   when 
and  in  New  Brunswick,  that  the  Scott  Act,  where  it  is  in  force  is  n( 
generally  ^^olated  ? — It  has  been  violated.     My  opinion  is  that  it 
violated,  and  to  the  injury  of  the  community. 

5027.  Do  you  mean  that  it  is  flagrantly  and  openly  violated 
yes. 

5028.  Could  you  make  any  suggestions  with  a  view  to  make  tl: 
workable  and  to  enable  the  local  authorities  to  enforce  it  more  effic 
sent  ? — I  could  not  say.  From  reading  the  law,  it  seems  to  be  stronj 
the  sentiment  of  the  community  at  the  back  of  it. 

5029.  Would  the  appointment  of  Dominion  officials  to  enforce 
provement  on  the  present  methods  ? — I  could  not  say  ;  I  do  not  knc 
work. 

5030.  Has  drunkenness  increased  or  decreased  since  the  prese 
has  been  in  force  ?  There  have  been  three  periods  named  in  the  < 
under  the  old  Nova  Scotia  law,  a  period  of  free  sale,  and  a  period  sii 
law  was  in  force  :  Has  there  been  much  decrease  in  drunkenness  sin 
has  been  in  force  ? — I  have  never  noticed  very  much  drunkenness  in 

5031.  Has  there  been  a  marked  improvement  during  the  last  tw< 
It  seems  to  be  about  the  same. 

5032.  Were  you  ever  in  the  State  of  Maine  ? — Yes,  I  have 
times. 

5033.  Have  you  ever  resided  there  ? — No,  but  I  have  spent  son 
year. 

5034.  Where  ? — I  generally  go  to  Boston  and  New  York  ;  I  \ 
stop  a  day,  and  then  go  on  to  Boston. 
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56  your  experience  of  the  operation  of  the  law  in  the  State  of 
s  a  traveller  passing  through  ? — That  is  about  it ;  T  have  been 
take  a  glass  of  liquor  once  in  a  while,  and  I  never  had  any 
e.     At  Portland  a  man  in  the  hotel  asked  me  if  I  was  looking 

3e  the  prohibitory  law  does  not  prohibit  in  Portland  ? — It  does 


cLeod  : 

ken  about  the  law  being  an  injury  to  the  community.  Will 
—I  think  the  Act  has  a  tendency  to  make  people  disrespect  law, 
Bct.  People  look  upon  this  as  an  unjust  law,  as  one  interfering 
jrties,  and  one  which  they  have  a  right  to  disregard.     I  have 

people  who  disregard  and  disrespect  the  law  ? — They  are  fair- 
>eople  whom  I  know  in  this  town.  I  know  how  it  is.  There 
who,  if  they  saw  me  violating  any  other  law  on  the  statute- 
regarding  theft,  would  be  the  first  to  upbraid  me  and  make  it 
be  almost  ready  to  help  a  man  who  violated  the  liquor  law. 
igaged  in  the  illicit  trade,  of  course,  disregard  the  law  1 — I  look 
t.     It  se^ms  to  me  that  it  is  the  man  who  buys  who  induces  the 

le  those  in  the  people  who  disrespect  the  law,  the  illicit  sellers  ? — 
3  included. 

thought  fair-minded  people  also  disregarded  the  law  :  are  we 
le  fair-minded  people  of  the   community  are  in  sympathy  with 

I  illicit  selling  ? — I  could  not  say. 

a  majority  are  ? — A  large  majority  of  the  people  are. 

with  the  illicit  liquor  sellers  ? — It  would  appear  so  to  me  ;  of 

bout  the  law  driving* the  trade  out  of  the  hands  of  respectable 

se  explain  how  the  law  has  driven  the  trade  out  of  the  hands 
ruro,  and  how  it  comes  about  that  all  the  reputable  people,  the 
iro,  are  sympathizing  with  those  who  are  not  reputable  people 
an  illicit  trade  ? — You  do  not  quite  understand  me.  The  law 
it  time  has  never  been  so  seriously  put  in  force  as  to  drive  the 
f  reputable  people.  It  has  not  accomplished  that  yet. 
that  you  lived  in  Truro  when  licenses  were  granted.  In  what 
it  was  1887.     I  think  licenses  were  granted  that  year  when  I 

ess  in  any  way  regulated  by  the  liquor  business  ? — Not  more 
)le   who   are  in  the  liquor  business  to  a  certain  extent  handle 

►ur  goods  ? — Yes,  and  they  buy  cigars.     I  am  a  wholesale  cigar 

•ested  in  any  way  in  the  liquor  traffic  ;  do  you  own  an  hotel  1 — 
)e  of  an  hotel. 

if  any  conviction  has  been  made  for  illegally  selling  liquor  in 
)  heard  so. 

that  liquor  has  been  sold  there  ? — Yes. 
whether  any  person  in  any  place  has  ever  been   prosecuted  for 

II  or  in  your  factory  ? — Not  successfully  that  I  know  of. 

been  prosecuted  ? — One  or  two  have  been  ;  then  the  cases  have 
t  make  any  intoxicating  liquors. 

L)mer  ever  sought  your  help  to  defend  himself  in  a  prosecution 
manufacture  ? — Yes. 
en  the  support  he  asked  ? — Yes. 

V. 
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5055.  And  the  prosecutions  were  for  selling  your  goods,  because  they  were  regarded 
as  being  of  the  character  of  intoxicating  liquor  1 — Yes,  I  suppose  so. 

5056.  You  say  the  prosecutions  have  not,  so  far,   beian  successful  1 — Not  that  I 
know  of. 

5057.  Your  business  is  related  to  the  liquor  trade  in  that  the  men  in  the  liquor 
trade  handle  your  goods  1 — That  is  principally  the  case. 

5058.  Then  you  do  not  regard  yourself  as  being  quite  a  disinterested  party  on  this 
i  question  ? — Not  altogether  disinterested.  I  have  a  good  deal  of  capital  in  my  business, 
I               and  everything  that  tends  to  injure  my  businesis  I  have  to  look  at. 

^  5059.  And  any  interference  with  the  liquor  trade  would  interfere  with  your  trade  ? 

,  — Yes,  it  might. 


W.  H.  ROGERS,  of  Amherst,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

5060.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I  am  a  retired  Dominion  official.  In  the  sum- 
mer time  I  am  engaged  in  Nova  Scotia  in  constructing  fishways. 

5061.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Amherst  1 — I  have  resided  in  the  county  of 
Cumberland  a  little  over  70  years ;  in  Amherst  27  years. 

5062.  Under  what  law  respecting  the  sale  of  liquor  is  Amherst  ? — It  is  under  the 
Scott  Act. 

5063.  How  long  has  it  been  under^hat  Act  ? — Several  years ;  I  forget  the  year  it 
was  adopted. 

5064.  How  has  the  law  been  observed  there? — For  a  long  time  it  was  rather  unsuc- 
cessful. Our  efforts  to  enforce  it  in  the  county  were  hampered  on  account  of  legal  points 
and  technical  questions  brought  up  in  the  courts.  A  long  time  was  occupied  in  obtain- 
ing the  decision  of  the  courts  on  these  technicalities.     At  present  it  is  a  workable  Act. 

5065.  Do  you  think  it  is  a  success  ? — Yes. 

5066.  TJo  what  do  you  attribute  its  success  in  that  community  ? — To  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  law  by  the  officers,  and  to  the  fact  that  the  legal  disabilities  have  been 
removed  by  the  courts. 

5067.  The  legal  disabilities  having  been  removed,  do  you  think  the  law  is  enforced 
because  the  public  officers  do  their  duty  % — Yes. 

5068.  Have  they  a  healthy  public  sentiment  behind  them  ? — Yes ;  but  I  do  not  attach 
very  much  importance  to  public  sentiment  to  enforce  a  law  of  that  kind. 

5069.  Do  the  officers  show  that  they  can  enforce  the  law  ? — I  believe  that  when  a 
law  is  enacted  and  put  on  the  statute-book  the  Government  should  enforce  it. 

5070.  But  you  are  aware,  no  doubt,  that  the  Government  does  not  enforce  the 
Scott  Act,  but  that  it  is  done  by  local  officers  ? — Yes. 

5071.  Do  you  find  it  efficiently  carried  out  1 — It  does  well. 

5072.  Is  there  any  sale  of  liquor  in  Amherst  ? — Yes,  there  is  some. 

5073.  Is  it  open  or  secret? — In  the  town  of  Amherst  it  is  not  as  secret  at  present 
as  it  was  some^time  ago,  because  the  liquor  men  have  leased  their  bars  to  parties  living 
in  New  Brunswick,  and  when  the  offiper  brought  the  cases  before  the  county  officials,  he 
ruled  that  those  licenses  were  legal,  and  that  the  parties  who  were  selling  liquor  in 
Amherst  could  not  consequently  be  punished.  That  gives  us  another  hitch  so  far  as  the 
town  is  concerned.  In  the  county,  however,  the  Act  is  being  enforced  everywhere  at 
present. 

5074.  How  were  you  employed  when  you  were  in  actual  business  ? — I  was  Inspec- 
tor of  Fisheries  for  Nova  Scotia,  during  20  years.  My  business  led  me  to  travel  all  over 
the  province. 

5075.  Have  you  found  a  marked  improvement  as  time  has  gone  on  in  the  customs 
of  the  people  in  regard  to  drinking  ? — Decidedly  so  in  Nova  Scotia.  In  my  younger 
days  I  travelled  a  good  deal,  being  engaged  in  another  kind  of  business,  and  liquor  was 
sold  generally  pretty  freely  until  the  old  J^ova  Scotia  License  law  began  to  take  effect, 
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and  we  got  from  our  Legislature  from  time  to  time,  through  the  aid  of  Sir  Charles  Tapper 
and  others,  who  were  favourable  to  our  movement,  amendments  which  brought  the  con- 
sumption of  liquors  down  (before  the  Scott  Act  was  enacted)  to  less  than  $4  per  head  of 
the  population,  at  retail  prices.  The  Scott  Act  rather  let  up  on  it,  until  it  was  decided 
by  the  English  Court  that  the  Act  was  intra  vires,  there  being  a  question  as  to  the  con- 
stitutionality of  the  Act.  During  all  that  time  the  matter  was  in  confusion,  and  the 
law  was  not  properly  enforced  and  liquor  was  pretty  freely  sold.  After  the  constitu- 
tionality of  the  Act  was  settled,  we  decided  to  adopt  it  in  Cumberland ;  we  did  so  with 
1,400  majority,  and  at  present  the  law  is  working  very  well.  We  would  as  soon  have 
had  the  old  law — it  is  no  improvement  on  the  old  Nova  Scotia  law. 

5076.  Under  the  old  law,  I  understand,  no  licenses  were  issued  until  a  certain 
number  of  people  made  a  request  ? — Yes. 

5077.  Under  that  law  men  could  not  get  licenses,  except  the  people  chose  to  grant 
them  ? — Yes.  ^ 

5078.  Have  you  found  during  your  long  experience  in  the  province  that  there  has 
been  a  healthy  grow^th  in  public  opinion  on  the  whole  question  of  temperance?— 
Decidedly. 

5079.  Has  there  been  an  effort  put  forth  both  by  religious  and  moral  means  ^ 
Decidedly. 

5080.  The  general  trend,  then,  has  been  for  good  1 — Yes. 

5081.  Do  you  believe  that  it  is  increasing  ? — Yes,  and  it  is  mainly  attributable  to 
the  small  portion  of  prohibition  we  have  been  able  to  get  from  the  politicians. 

5082.  Do  you  give  no  credit  to  the  ministers  of  religion  1 — Yes,  certainly. 

5083.  Or  the  Churches  ?— Yes. 

5084.  And  the  temperance  societies  1 — I  have  done  a  good  deal  of  work  myself  on 
the  platform  and  in  the  press. 

5085.  You  have  strong  temperance  societies  in  Nova  Scotia,  I  believe  1 — ^Yes ;  but 
I  go  for  law. 

5086.  Do  you  think  that  if  a  Dominion  law  were  passed,  prohibiting  the  importation, 
manufacture  and  sale  of  liquor,  it  could  be  effectually  enforced  1 — I  will  illustrate  my 
idea  in  this  way.  A  nigger  was  worth  one  thousand  dollars  south  of  Mason  and  Dixon's 
line  in  the  slavery  times.  When  the  sixteenth  amendment  was  passed,  a  nigger  was  not 
worth  a  cent  as  a  commercial  article.  You  place  a  prohibitory  law  on  the  statute-book 
of  Canada,  a  law  prohibiting  the  importation,  manufacture  and  sale  of  liquor,  and  a 
puncheon  of  rum  is  as  worthless  as  a  nigger.  No  man  would  buy  it,  because  he  would  get 
punished  for  having  it  in  his  possession  ;  there  would  be  no  market  in  which  to  sell  it 
No  man  would  smuggle  it,  because  there  would  be  no  duty  to  collect  on  it,  and  you  could 
not  sell  it  to  retail  dealers,  because  they  dare  not  have  it  in  their  possession.  There 
fore,  a  puncheon  of  rum  would  be  as  valueless  as  a  nigger  after  the  sixteenth  amend- 
ment was  passed  in  the  United  States.     If  not,  why  not  1 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

5087.  About  this  licensing  arrangement  in  Amherst :  has  there  been  any  test  case 
as  to  its  validity  yet  1     I  think  not ;  I  have  not  been  actively  engaged  in  the  matter. 

5088.  I  understand  that  you  are  not  wedded  to  any  particular  law,  but  you  want 
that  which  gives  the  most  complete  prohibition  ?^— Yes.  I  should  like  to  be  asked  some 
questions  in  regard  to  revenue  and  imports. 

5089.  Will  you  please  state  your  views  1 — I  believe  a  violation  of  the  Divine  law 
is  a  sin  /jer  se.  I  believe  that  our  first  parents  were  guilty  of  a  sin  per  se  in  eating  the 
fruit.  I  believe  that  slavery  is  a  sin  per  se,  because  it  violated  the  Divine  law  as  to 
labour.  I  believe  that  polyj(amy  is  a  sin  ])€r  se,  because  it  violates  God's  law  as  to  the 
sexe-j.  I  believe  to  manufacture  man's  God-given  meat  into  a  poison  is  a  sin  per  se, 
because  it  violates  God's  primeval  law,  as  recoitied  in  the  28th  and  29th  verse,  of  the  first 
chapter  of  Genesis.  I  have  never  yet  found  a  man  who  could  controvert  that  position 
successfully.  It  is  a  sin  per  se  to  make  it,  hence  it  is  a  sin  per  se  to  sell  it,  a  sin  per  se 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  license  it,  and  a  sin  per  se  all  along  the  line.  The 
trouble  all  the  time  has  been  that  human  law  cannot  regulate  it,  for  you  cannot  regulate 
sin  by  human  legislation. 

W.  H.  Rogers. 
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5090.  Then  you  think   that  human  law  should  be  in  accoi'dance  with  Divine  law  ' 
and  prohibit  the  traffic  1— That  is  the  only  law. 

5091.  Will  you  kindly  state  your  views  on  the  revenue  part  of  the  question  ? — The 
question  of  revenue  has  been  fought  over  by  the  best  political  economists  of  the  time. 
The  practical  results  are  matters  of  history.  In  the  times  of  famine  in  Ireland  brewing 
and  distilling  were  prohibited,  because  it  was  necessary  to  keep  the  grain  to  prevent  the 
people  star\'ing.  During  those  years  the  imports  of  coffee,  tea,  chocolate  and  other 
articles,  necessaries  of  life,  increased  by  £16,000,000.  During  the  Father  Matthews's 
movement  in  Ireland,  when  he  by  his  mighty  influence  induced  5,000,000  of  the  Irish 
people  to  sign  the  pledge  and  stop  drinking,  the  liquor  business  became  practically  bank- 
rupt. There  was  a  decrease  in  the  consumption  of  liquor  to  the  extent  of  al)out  nearly 
six  hundred  thousand  gallons,  and  a  consequent  falling  off  in  the  revenue.  But  the 
revenue  collected  in  Ireland  during  those  years  was  £60,000  above  the  average  of  the 
previous  ten  years.  Why  1  It  was  because  the  people  spent  the  money  which  they 
formerly  spent  on  whisky  in  purchasing  legitimate  articles  that  paid  duty,  and  con- 
sequently the  duty  collections  were  larger  than  before.  You  will  fine  ts 
exactly  in  Maine  to-day.  The  trouble  with  the  commercial  world  is  u  n 
and  not  over-production.  Half  of  the  people  are  half  starved,  half  clothed,  half  housed 
and  half-paid,  because  they  drink  so  much  whisky.  Pass  a  prohibitory  law,  and  there 
will  be  scarcely  any  poor,  and  »the  wheels  of  commerce  will  scarcely  be  able  to  turn  fast 
enough  to  supply  the  demand.  ^ 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

5992.  Are  there  any  poor  houses  in  Maine  ? — Yes,  but  they  are  pretty  well  empty. 

5093.  Are  there  any  jails  ? — They  are  getting  pretty  empty. 

5094.  Are  there  less  people  in  the  jails  in  Maine  than  there  were  five  years  ago  ? 
— I  think  so,  but  I  am  not  quite  sure  about  the  figui-es. 

5095.  Is  the  prohibitory  law  well  observed  in  the  State  of  Maine  ? — I  take  it  that 
average  people  in  Maine  have  as  much  common  sense  as  people  anywhere  else.  Having 
that  common  sense,  they  should  be  the  best  judges  as  to  what  is  best  for  themselves. 
My  opinion  is,  from  reading  the  declarations  of  the  Governor  of  the  State  at  the  opening 
of  the  Legislature,  and  also  the  declarations  of  bankers,  wholesale  merchants  and 
educated  men  and  the  clergy  and  leading  people  who  reside  in  Maine,  that  there  is  no 
law  on  the  statute-book  better  observed  than  is  the  Maine  law.  They  will  tell  you 
there  is  a  saving  of  820,000,000  a  year  by  the  present  prohibitory  law.  After  thirty 
years  of  trial,  they  asked  the  Legislature  to  allow  them  to  make  the  law  a  constitutional 
law  for  ever,  and  the  Senate  voted  yes,  by  22  to  2,  and  the  House  of  Representatives 
voted  yes,  by  98  to  30,  and  the  people  declared  yes  by  50,000  majority,  the  largest 
majority  ever  given  in  the  State. 

5096.  Do  you  believe  that  prohibition  is  well  enforced  ? — Yes,  just  as  is  the  law 
against  stealing. 

5097.  Are  the  people  of  Maine  more  prosperous  than  the  people  in  the  adjoining 
States  \ — The  latest  bulletin  from  Washington  as  to  the  financial  condition  of  Maine  for 
the  last  ten  years,  shows  $72,000,000  of  personal  property,  about  816,000,000  public 
debt,  and  that  the  public  debt  has  decreased  about  one-third.  It  is  one  of  the  most 
interesting  documents  you  can  peruse,  and  it  shows  that  the  financial  state  of  Maine  to- 
day cannot  be  surpassed  by  any  other  body  of  660,000  people  anywhere  else. 

5098.  Then  as  a  result  of  the  prohibitory  law,  have  the  people  of  Maine  made 
greater  strides  towards  the  accumulation  of  wealth  during  the  past  ten  years  than 
the  people  of  any  other  State  in  New  England  ? — Yes. 

5099.  You  have  said,  I  believe,  that  drunkenness  has  decreased  in  Nova  Scotia  ? — 
Decidedly. 

5100  Has  there  been  any  marked  decrease  during  the  past  decade  1 — The  people  of 
all  Canada  drink  about  810  per  head  of  the  population,  while  Nova  Scotia  drink  less 
than  $4. 

5101.  Has  there  been  any  marked  decrease  in  drunkenness  during  the  past  ten 
years  in  Nova  Scotia  ? — I  think  so. 

5102.  Do  you  know  it  as  a  fact  ? — I  could  not  tell  you  as  regards  the  whole 
province,  but  that  is  my  opinion.         , 
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By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod  : 

5103.  You  were  not  able  to  answer  the  question  as  to  changes  that  had  taken 
place  in  Maine  during  the  past  five  years ;  but  what  is  your  belief  concerning  the 
changes  in  Maine,  as  to  its  crime,  its  poverty  and  its  wealth  within  twenty  years  ?~It 
is  simply  wonderful.  Thirty  years  ago  Maine  was  poor.  Her  property  was  mortgaged, 
nineteen  out  of  twenty  of  her  farmers  carried  mortgages,  her  business  in  every  way  was 
in  a  most  deplorable  condition.  To-day  she  is  one  of  the  most  prosperous  States  in  the 
Union.  Her  people  have  in  the  savings  banks  over  $50,000,000  deposited  by  150,000 
persons,  or  nearly  one-third  of  the  whole  balance  on  deposit  in  the  savings  banks.  The 
people  of  Maine,  those  who  lead  in  the  State,  will  tell  you  with  united  voice  that  the 
Maine  law  is  the  best  law  on  the  statute-book  in  the  people's  interest,  and  it  is  a  law 
that  will  never  be  repealed  while  the  world  stands. 

5104.  Do  you  know  what  would  be  the  value  of  the  liquor  consumed  in  Maine,  if 
Maine  consumed  any  liquor,  taking  as  a  basis  the  quantity  consumed  in  Nova  Scotia  I 
—About  $13,000,000  or  $14,000,000. 

5105.  What  is  the  value  of  the  liquor  actually  consumed  in  Maine  under  the  pro- 
hibitory law? — The  best  estimate  they  can  make  places  the  value  at  less  than  $100,000; 
that  is  for  scientific  and  all  other  purposes. 

5106.  Then  do  you  think  the  saving  presented  by  the  difference  between  what 
Maine  would  consume,  if  the  people  drank  liquor  in  the 'same  proportion  as  the  people 
of  Nova  Scotia  drink,  and  the  quantity  the  people  do  consume,  is  attributable  to  the 
prohibitory  law  ? — Certainly.  With  respect  to  high  license  :  the  first  place  where  high 
license  was  adopted  on  this  continent,  was  lit  Omaha,  Nebraska. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

5107.  Have  you  any  personal  knowledge  of  that? — I  have  from  reading  about  it 
I  have  been  giving  you  what  I  know  from  reading,  right  along. 

5108.  Have  you  had  any  personal  experience  in  regard  to  it  ? — I  have  had  none. 

5109.  Witnesses  have  submitted  books  to  the  Commission,  and  if  you  have  quo- 
tations from  authorities  to  present,  we  shall  be  glad  to  receive  them? — I  shall  be 
happy  to  furnish  them  to  your  Secretary,  includiug  the  Encyclopaedia  of  Prohibition  and 
Temperance  recently  published,  which  contains  all  the  facts  with  respect  to  Ireland,  and 
also  figures  from  the  reports  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  England. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod: 

5110.  Have  you  been  in  a  city  where  a  high  license  system  prevailed  ? — I  have 
been  in  Chicago.     The  fee  is  $500  for  a  license. 

5111.  Have  you  ever  been  in  Minnesota? — Yes. 

5112.  In  Philadelphia  ?— Yes. 

5113.  Had  they  high  licenses  there? — They  tried  the  system  there,  and  became 
disgusted  with  it. 

5114.  So  you  have  been  in  certain  places  where  the  high  license  system  has  been 
tried,  and  your  observation  of  its  working  and  effect  is  what  ? — It  is  disastrous  on  every 
side.  It  works  this  way.  The  man  who  pays  a  high  license  fixes  up  his  bar  on  the 
same  principle  as  the  spider  fixes  his  web  for  the  flies.  He  fixes  it  up  in  great  style, 
and  goes  to  great  expense  to  beautify  the  rooms  to  make  them  attractive,  so  as  to  draw 
in  the  human  flies.     In  Omaha — 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

5115.  Have  you  been  there  ? — I  have  been  in  Chicago. 

5116.  Are  there  those  places  there  ? — Yes. 

5117.  We  must  confine  you  to  what  you  have  seen? — Very  well. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

5118.  What  is  your  view,  judging  from  your  observation  in  the  places  which  you 
have  visited,  of  the  effects  which  a  high  license  system  produce  ? — That  people  get  drunk 
there.     The  whisky  and  alcohol  sold  under  high  license  make  people  drunk  as  soon  as 
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whisky  and  alcohol  sold  under  low  license,  and  everybody  who  wants  it  can  get  it 
where  there  is  high  license.    The  licensed  houses  were  crowded  with  people  drinking. 

5119.  Do  you  believe  those  who  habitually  drink  learned  to  drink  in  the  illicit 
places  and  the  so-called  low  dives  and  graduated  up  towards  high  license,  or  did  they 
learn  to  drink  in  attractive  places,  such  as  those  you  have  described  under  high  license, 
and  graduated  down  1 — The  average  young  man  has  some  pride  and  self-respect  and 
goes  among  respectable  people,  and  as  he  intends  to  keep  as  respectable  as  he  can,  he 
commences  drinking  in  the  splendid  places,  of  course.  After  he  is  manufactured  com- 
pletely, he  goes  into  places  in  the  lower  streets,  where  he  would  not  previously  have 
been  seen,  and  he  graduates  downward.  Everybody  connected  with  drink  graduates 
downward  and  towards  the  dens.  When  a  policeman  wants  to  iind  a  man  on  a  charge 
of  theft  or  other  criminal  offence  he  goes  right  to  those  dens.  Respecting  the  condition 
of  Ireland  at  the  time  to  which  I  refer,  when  breweries  and  distilleries  were  prohibited 
operatitig,  I  have  prepared  a  statement.     [Appendix  No.  6.] 
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JOHN  HECTOR  McKAY,  M.D.,  of   Truro,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  ;  | 

follows : —  'J 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

5120.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Truro? — Nearly  all  my  life. 

5121.  Have  you  practised  medicine  for  a  number  of  years  ?----For  the  last  20  years 
in  Truro. 

5122.  Do  you  remember  the  old  Nova  Scotia  license  law  ? — Yes. 

5123.  Were  you  here  all  the  time  ? — I  was  absent  during  five  or  six  years. 

5124.  Where  were  yoi>  during  that  period  ? — I  was  at  college  most  of  the  time,  in 
Edinburgh  and  Paris. 

5125.  From  your  observation  as  a  citizen  of  Truro,  has  there  been,  during  the  last 
few  years,  any  diminution  in  the  sale  of  intoxicating  drink? — I  cannot  see  much 
difference  during  the  last  few  years.  There  has  been  an  influx  of  population  from 
outside  that  would  make  a  little  more  of  that  sort  of  thing  than  formerly.  ■^. 

5126.  Did  you  answer  the  questions  sent  to  you  by  the  Commission? — No. 

5127.  Have  you  noticed  whether  drunkenness  has  increased  or  decreased  during 
the  last  few  years  ? — I  cannot  see  much  difference  ;  sometimes  we  have  a  good  deal  of 
it,  again  for  a  length  of  time  there  is  not  much.^  It  appears  to  be  diminishing  a  good 
deal  I  think  outside  influence  has  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with ;  when  something  is 
going  on  I  see  a  little  drunkenness,  but  in  ordinary  daily  life  we  have  very  little  of  it, 
that  is  so  far  as  I  can  judge.  I  think  as  a  rule  our  citizens  are  a  pretty  quiet  going 
sort  of  people ;  there  are,  of  course,  one  or  two  exceptions  in  every  community. 

By  Mr.  Gigatdt : 

5128.  Do  you  think  that  a  general  prohibitory  law  for  the  whole  Dominion  could 
be  enforced  1 — It  might  be  enforced  the  way  it  is  in  Maine,  I  suppose.  It  could  be 
enforced  to  that  extent  probably,  but  I  do  not  see  it  is  possible  to  enforce  it  to  any 
great  extent  from  what  I  see  of  the  liquor  traffic,  and  from  what  I  have  seen  of  it  in 
Maine  and  other  places. 

5129.  Have  you  ever  been  in  Maine  ? — Yes ;  I  have  been  there  many  times  in  fact. 

5130.  Is  the  prohibitory  law  observed  there  ? — In  a  way  it  is  enforced.  Of  course 
there  are  places  in  every  town  where  you  can  go  and  get  liquor  if  you  need  it,  if  you 
want  it  That  is  so  far  as  my  experience  goes.  I  was  in  Bangor  for  a  week  or  two. 
It  was  during  the  Bangor  Fair,  and  there  was  naturally  more  of  it  than  at  other  times, 
but  you  could  see  open  bars,  the  same  as  they  have  at  any  other  place  where  a  license 
law  is  in  force.    It  might  not  be  so  at  other  times — I  cannot  say  as  to  that. 

5131.  Do  you  believe  it  is  as  bad  to  make  moderate  use  of  wine  or  beer  as  it  is  to 
make  use  of  other  alcoholic  liquors  ? — I  do  not  see  any  harm  myself  in  either  wine  or 
beer  taken  in  moderation  as  a  beverage.     I  think  if  strong   liquors  were   prohibited 
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altogether  and  people  were  allowed  wines  and  light  beers,  the  people  would  be  a  good 
deal  better  oflF.  That  is  my  opinion  about  the  matter ;  of  course  it  is  only  a  personal 
opinion.  I  think  you  have  to  allow  a  certain  amount  of  light  beverages,  something  to 
drink,  and  the  lighter  the  beverage  is  the  better ;  and  then  if  in  addition  to  permitting 
the  use  of  these,  you  prohibit  the  strong  liquors,  such  as  whisky  and  brandy,  the  people 
will  be  better  off.  That  is  the  way  in  France,  for  instance.  They  drink  light  wines  as 
a  beverage  at  every  meal,  very  much  as  English  people  do  beer.  In  Paris,  where  I 
lived  for  some  time,  I  think  I  saw  less  drunkenness  than  I  would  see  anywhere  else  in  a 
city  of  proportionate  size.  Wine  there  is  almost  as  cheap  as  water,  at  least  it  was  so 
the  years  I  was  there,  and  you  could  dine  and  have  a  bottle  of  light  wine  for  a  franc  or 
two.  I  do  not  think  the  fact  that  this  light  wine  is  taken  increases  drunkenness,  but 
quite  the  contrary.     That  is  my  notion  of  it. 

5132.  There  has  been  a  Commission  sitting  in  France  on  the  question  of  alcohol, 
and  it  appears  to  have  arrived  at  the  same  conclusion  ? — I  did  not  read  that  opifaion  as 
given  by  any  authority,  but  it  was  the  result  of  my  own  observation  at  the  time,  and  the 
result  of  my  thinking  the  matter  over  since.  I  feel  that  the  people  should  be  allowed 
light  wines  and  beer ;  that  whether  they  need  it  or  not,  they  should  have  it. 

5133.  Do  you  think  that  the  people  generally  do  not  favour  the  enforcement  of  a 
prohibitory  law,  because  it  goes  too  far  and  prohibits  the  sale  even  of  wines  and  beer  !— 
Yes. 

5134.  Because  they  consider  it  as  not  a  rational  measure? — They  consider  it  goes 
too  far.  If  you  prohibited  strong  liquors  such  as  whisky  and  brandy,  having  a  high  per- 
centage of  alcohol,  you  would  secure  very  much  greater  success.  Everybody  knows  the 
difficulty  there  is  in  obtaining  a  light,  palatable  drink,  and  how  difficult  it  is  to  find  a 
suitable  one  on  a  hot  day.  Even  light  soda  water  will  disagree  with  a  great  many  peo- 
ple, and  the  light  wines  such  as  they  use  in  France,  would  be  a  very  light  beverage  and 
not  intoxicating.  It  is  very  much  the  same  with  light  lager.  I  never  saw  any  man 
intoxicated  with  lager.  It  contains  a  certain  percentage  of  alcohol,  but  it  is  very  trifling. 
If  we  encouraged  the  consumption  of  lager  and  prohibited  stronger  drinks  we  would  be 
all  right.     That»  of  course,  is  only  my  personal  opinion. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

5135.  Generally  speaking,  Truro  has  a  sober  population? — It  has  ;  I  will  say  that 
for  it.     They  are  very  sober  going  people,  and  I  do  not  know  any  people  more  so. 

5136.  Do  you  think  the  people  are  more  sober  than  the  people  of  some  licensed 
towns  of  which  you  have  knowledge  ? — They  are  quite  equal  in  that  respect ;  in  fact^  I 
could  go  further  without  finding  them  more  so. 

5137.  You  as  a  physician  have  more  Or  less  knowledge  of  the  country  around  Truro, 
I  suppose  ? — Yes,  a  good  deal. 

5138.  Are  the  people  a  sober  people  all  around  about? — They  are  particularly  so. 

5139.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  well  to  establish  licensed  houses  among  them? — If 
they  required  them ;  but  I  do  not  think  they  need  them. 

5140.  Would  their  sobriety  .be  increased  if  they  had  licensed  houses  established 
there  ? — If  they  are  sober  going  people,  the  licensed  houses  would  be  of  no  use  to  thenir 
It  is  the  demand  that  causes  a  request  to  be  made  for  livcnses,  and  I  think  if  there  was 
no  demand,  there  would  not  be  a  request  for  a  license. 

5141.  Evidently  Truro,  as  a  whole,  does  not  desire  license? — No,  I  could  not  say 
that.     I  do  not  know  but  that  Truro  would  be  better  off  with  a  license. 

5142.  What  makes  you  hold  that  opinion? — The  sale  goes  on  here  every  year  and 
we  do  not  get  any  revenue — but  the  sale  goes  on  just  the  same. 

5143.  Speaking  about  revenue  :  do  you  think  the  town  treasury  should  be  replenished 
by  money  derived  from  licenses? — No  ;  but  I  think  we  should  control  the  traffic  and 
get  a  revenue  to  help  the  authorities,  and  in  fact  we  could  control  it  better  in  that  way. 

5144.  Do  you  think  the  liquor  trade  is  capable  of  being  controlled? — I  do. 

5145.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  in  Bangor  it  was  not  controlled? — I  said  to  a 
certain  extent.  The  fact  that  the  fair  was  in  progress  and  thousands  of  strangers  were 
in  the  town  might  account  for  that. 
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5146.  Do  you  think  Bangor  under  those  circumstances  was  fairly  representative  of 
the  State  of  Maine  ? — Not  in  a  case  of  that  kind — no,  I  should  not  judge  it  would  be. 
Neither  would  Truro  be  an  example  of  the  province  if  we  had  10,000  strangers  in  it : 
it  would  not  repVesent  the  province. 

5147.  iTou  have  spoken  about  the  use  of  wine  and  beer,  have  you  any  knowledge 
of  the  wine  of  commerce  in  this  country,  and  do  you  know  it  is  pure  ? — No. 

5148.  Do  you  think  it  would  make  people  drunk  and  paralyze  them? — It  is  too 
feeble  to  do  that. 

5149.  Is  that  on  account  of  its  feebleness  or  strength  ? — If  it  was  the  right  kind  of 
strength  it  would  be  all  right,  but  it  does  not  possess  the  right  kind  of  strength. 

5150.  What  is  your  idea  of  strength  in  wine? — Free  from  impurity  outside  of  a 
<%rtain  percentage  of  alcohol.  There  is  a  cei*tain  amount  of  impurity  in  all  wines  and 
beers, 

5151.  Do  you  suppose  that  if  there  was  a  law  prohibiting  the  sale  of  whisky  and 
rum  and  of  all  strong  alcoholic  liquors,  and  permitting  the  sale  of  wines,  there  would 
be  any  attempt  made  to  sell  other  than  pure  wines,  such  as  are  in  your  mind  1 — The 
wines  I  have  in  my  mind,  are  pure  wines.  All  the  wines  we  get,  nearly  all,  except 
jsome  from  Ontario,  are  really  fermented  juice  of  the  grape ;  outside  of  all  those,  the 
wines  are  made  up  from  decoctions,  anything  put  together. 

5152.  You  admit  that  the  control  of  the  trade  is  very  difficult? — Certainly. 

5153.  You  think  the  sale  of  pure  wines  would  be  an  advantage  as  compared  with 
the  licensed  sale  of  strong  liquors  ? — I  do. 

5154.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  possible  to  control  the  trade,  so  as*  to  limit  it  to 
the  selling  of  pure  wines  1 — It  would  be  much  more  possible  and  much  more  easily 
accomplished  than  to  control  the  sale  of  strong  liquors. ' 

5155.  How  do  you  think  the  sellers  of  wines  could  be  compelled  to  sell  ouly  pure 
wine^  ? — If  you  are  going  to  make  a  law  to  regulate  the  sale  of  liquor,  you  should  make 
a  law  to  regulate  the  quality  of  liquor  also. 

5156.  Suppose  you  make  a  law  to  regulate  the  quality,  would  it  be  observed  any 
more  than  a  law  respecting  the  sale  ? — I  cannot  say  it  would.  But  as  in  the  case  of 
the  Act  respecting  weight  and  measures,  you  can  impose  a  penalty,  and  this  is  the  case 
also  in  regard  to  the  law  respecting  the  adulteration  of  food.  I  believe  wines  and 
liquors  should  be  examined  the  same  as  is  food,  in  order  to  prevent  adulteration. 

5157.  I  believe  you  are  aware  that  there  is  a  law  bearing  on  that  subject, 
and  that  once  in  a  while  an  analysis  is  made  here  and  t)iere  of  liquors  ? — It  does  not 
at  present  prevent  people  getting  bad  liquor. 

5158.  Do  you  suppose  the  trade  in  pure  wines  would  be  an  honest  trade,  and 
that  the  sale  of  liquors  would  be  prevented,  any  more  than  the  trade  is  now  regulated  ? 
— Yes;  I  do  not  think* it  would  require  as  much  regulating. 

5159.  Why  ?— Those  who  drink  strong  liquors  do  not  hanker  after  wines  and  lager 
beer,  and  even  if  they  did,  they  would  not  be  so  apt  to  get  full  on  it. 

5160.  Then  there  is  a  class  of  the  community  who  hanker  after  whisky  and  the 
like  ?  Is  there  not  a  likelihood  that  the  man  licensed  to  sell  pure  wine  would  also  cater 
to  the  tastes  of  the  people  who  want  whisky  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  there  is  danger  of 
that  t 

5161.  What  would  prevent  it  ? — If  he  were  licensed  to  sell  the  one  and  not  licensed 
to  sell  the  other,  he  should  lose  his  license  on  violating  the  law,  and  under  those  circum- 
stances he  would  not  care  to  cater  to  that  class  of  people. 

5162.  Do  you  thijik  the  people  carrying  on  an  illicit  trade  would  exist,  or  would 
they  and  their  kidney  be  exterminated  ?  Would  that  class  of  men  still  exist  and  still 
cater  to  those  tastes  which  you  do  not  provide  for  under  your  wine  license  1 — There  is  a 
certain  amount  of  trouble  there. 

5163.  There  would  be  the  same  difficulty  as  now  ? — Yes. 

5164.  You  spoke  about  the  moderate  use  of  wine  and  beer,  mentioning  light  lager 
beer  such  as  is  sold  in  the  United  States,  as  being  an  exceedingly  desirable  thing  1—1 
do  not  say  exceedingly  desirable,  but  it  would  be  preferable  to  allowing  the  strong  liquors 
to  be  imported  and  sold  as  at  present. 
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5165.  Do  you  think  the  drinkers  of  wine  and  beer  and  other  alcoholic  liquors  in 
moderation  continue  to  be  drinkers  in  moderation,  or  is  there  a  tendency  to  go  to  excess! 
— The  tendency,  to  be  sure,  is  towards  excess. 

5166.  And  therefore  is  dangerous  1 — Yes,  there  is  no  doubt  about  that. 

j5y  Mr.  Clarke  : 

5167.  You  have  had  experience  in  Paris,  I  believe  ? — Yes,  a  few  years  ago. 

5168.  Are  the  Parisians  considered  to  be  a  drinking  people  ? — No. 

5169.  Do  they  drink  to  excess  1 — Not  so  far  as  my  experience  goes. 

5170.  I  understand  that  they  drink  largely  of  light  wines  1 — Yes. 

5171.  Do  the  French  people  become  sots  ? — No. 

5172.  And  go  down  the  grave  as  drunkards  from  excessive  drinking  of  light 
wines  1 — No. 

5173.  Do  they  continue  to  drink  in  moderation? — The  French  people  live  out  of 
doors  and  go  to  restaurants  to  their  meals.  They  take  their  families  and  their  children, 
and  generally  they  all  have  wine.     They  never  think  of  getting  drunk. 

5174.  Is  the  appetite  for  alcohol  created  by  the  use  of  light  wines? — I  do  not 
think  it. 

5175.  Are  they  injurious  ? — I  think  a  great  deal  of  the  appetite  created  is  of  an 
hereditary  character.  I  should  think  there  is  very  much  more  appetite  acquired  through 
drinking  strong  brandy  and  whisky  and  liquors  of  that  kind  than  from  drinking  wines. 

5176.  ^ave  you  had  any  experience  of  the  operation  of  the  Canada  Temperance 
Act  in  Nova  Scotia  generally  ? — No  ;  I  do  not  know  very  much  about  it.  We  were- 
supposed  to  have  it  in  force  here  at  one  time. 

5177.  Is  the  machinery  of  the  present  provincial  law  effective  1 — In  a  way  it  is;, 
but  the  Act  does  not  seem  to  be  making  much  headway. 

51 78.  Is  there  less  drinking  under  the  prohibitory  clauses  of  the  Canada  Temperance 
Act  than  there  was  when  the  old  Nova  Scotia  License  Act  was  in  force,  and  when  the 
people  were  permitted  to  sell  legally  ? — I  could  not  say  that.  Perhaps  it  is  a  step  in 
advance  in  that  way,  I  think  it  may  be.  Of  course,  the  law  is  really  prohibitory  so  far 
as  a  community  like  this  is  concerned  ;  we  might  just  as  well  have  the  Maine  State  law 
here,  it  would  be  the  same  thing.  All  liquor  that  is  sold  is  sold  contrary  to  law,  and  so 
we  have  prohibition  to  all  intents  and  purposes.  If  you  want  to  know  how  prohibition 
works,  you  will  find  that  it  works  just  as  the  law  works  here  now. 

5179.  Have  you  had  experience  in  any  other  place  than  Bangor,  in  the  State  of 
Maine  ? — I  have  been  in  other  places,  in  Portland. 

5180.  How  does  the  law  operate  there? — I  could  not  tell  you  much  about  it,  for  I 
was  not  there  sufficiently  long  to  know  exactly  how  it  worked. , 

By  Mr.  Gigavlt : 

5181.  If  there  is  smuggling  in  liquor  now,  do  you  not  think  that  smuggling  on  a 
more  extensive  scale  would  occur  if  we  had  a  general  prohibitory  law  ? — That  is  a  diffi- 
cult question  to  answer.  There  is  smuggling  now,  and  liquors  are  brought  in  without 
paying  duty,  and  I  do  not  see  how  it  would  make  very  much  difference.  I  suppose  it 
would  tend  to  increase  smuggling.  As  liquor  could  not  be  obtained  openly,  I  suppose  a 
great  number  of  people  would  want  to  get  it  without  paying  any  duty  It  is  hard  to  tell 
how  it  would  work.  I  do  not  think  that  the  Dominion  Government  should  take  a. 
revenue  from  an  article  and  confiscate  it  after  people  have  bought  it.  I  think  the 
Government  are  taking  people's  money  when  they  confiscate  liquor. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod: 

5182.  Do  you  think  it  more  consistent  to  prohibit  its  importation  than  its  sale 
alone  ?  — Yes.  I  think  if  a  person  goes  to  Halifax  and  buys  a  cask  of  liquor  and  pays 
the  Dominion  Government  so  much  duty,  a  little  more  than  the  liquor  costs  him,  he 
should  be  protected,  and  the  Government  should  protect  the  purchaser  of  the  liquor. 
That  is  only  a  personal  opinion. 

John  Hector  McKay. 
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By  Mr.  Clarke: 

5183.  Do  the  prohibitory  clauses  of  this  license  law  prevent  people 
from  Halifax  for  their  own  use  ? — No. 

5184.  What  do  you  mean  when  you  think  it  is  hardly  fair  fc 
Government  to  impose  a  duty  and  exact  a  fee? — I  mean  if  a  man  has  i 
he  has  a  right  to  sell  it.  In  some  cases  although  he  has  paid  the  duty 
and  has  the  liquor  on  sale,  the  Government  confiscate  it. 

By  Judye  McDonald : 

5185.  But  the  man,  knowing  that  is  the  law,  need  not  go  and  buy 
Tliat  is  true,  but  the  Dominion  Government  should  not  take  his  money 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

5186.  How  do  you  account  for  the  fact  that  the  people  of  a  coi 
favour  of  the  adoption  of  the  Scott  Act,  and  carry  it  by  a  large  maj 
quently  allow  the  Act  to  become  a  dead  letter  ? — They  are  not  sincere,  i 

5187.  Do  you  think  if  they  desired  to  enforce  the  law,  it  could  be 
as  prohibitory  law5  elsewhere  1 — I  would  not  say  that  altogether  ;  but  i 
what  is  every  man's  business  is  nobody's  business,  that  what  the  whole 
to  look  after,  no  one  attends  to. 

5188.  But  the  law  so  made  by  the  Dominion,  and   the  provinces,  i 
palities,  is  enforced  by  the  local  officers  largely.     Why  do  not  those 
pubhc  sentiment  is  back  of    them,  enforce  the  law  against  the  sale 
sentiment  is  not  unanimous  by  any  means,  and  while  a  great  many  peop 
for  the  adoption  of  the  Act,  they  will  not  help  to  carry  it  out  in  private 

5189.  Would  the  feeling  be  more  unanimous  in  favour  of  a  ger 
law  1 — If  the  sentiment  of  the  people  were  obtained,  the  majority  w 
favour  of  prohibition  ;  that  is  if  their  private  opinions  were  obtained. 

5190.  How  do  you  account  for  the  fact  that  the  law  is  a  dead  lettei 
the  local  officers  do  not  enforce  it? — I  do  not  know  whether  the  machi 
or  not ;  it  is  a  difficult  problem. 

5191.  There  are  prohibitory  clauses  in  the  Nova  Scotia  license  law 
stand  that  these  prohibitory  clauses  are  in  force  here  ? — I  believe  this  ] 
prohibitory  law,  and  there  is  prohibition  in  every  place  outside  of  Ha 
two  other  places  where  licenses  are  granted.  I  have  been  in  Halifax  e 
the  license  law  there  is  not  complied  with  in  any  single  one  of  the  hous 

5192.  In  the  present  law  there  are  prohibitory  clauses,  which  I  u 
force  here  1 — I  believe  this  law  is  as  good  a  law  as  prohibition  in  every 
Halifax.  T  think  it  is  only  in  Halifax  and  one  or  two  other  places  wl: 
granted,  and  the  law  is  not  carried  out. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

5193.  Suppose  a  man  brings  a  lot  of  liquor  into  Truro,  and  the  Gk) 
cates  the  liquor  on  which  the  duties  have  been  paid,  do  you  think  it  ^ 
tent  in  them  to  accept  the  duties  and  prevent  the  man  selling  the  liqi 
the  Government  would  say  he  ought  not  to  have  bought  it. 

5194.  You  have  spoken  of  the  use  of  wines  in  France.  Do  you  km 
years  there  has  been  a  great  increase  in  the  consumption  of  alcoholic  c 
— I  do  n.ot  know. 

519-5.  As  to  Germany,  which  is  cited  as  a  beer  drinking  country : 
that  there  has  been  a  large  increase  in  the  use  of  alcohol  ? — I  do  not  kr 
stuck  to  beer,  I  think  they  would  be  all  right. 

By  Mr.  Clarke: 
5196.  Do  you  know  that  the  vines  in  France  from  which  they  n: 
have  to  a  great  extent  been  killed  by  the  phylloxera  ? — I  am  aware  oi 
also  aware  that  a  great  deal  of  the  wine  which  is  supposed  to  come  fro 
saw  France. 
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EDWARD  FULTON  of  Bass  River,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  :— 
By  Judge  McDonald: 

5197.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — Manufacturer  of  furniture  and  chairs. 

5198.  What  number  of  men  are  in  your  employment? — We  vary  from  fifty  to 
seventy-five. 

5199.  In  what  county  are  you  living  1 — In  the  County  of  Colchester. 
.   5200.  How  far  from  Truro  ? — Twenty-eight  miles. 

5201.  What  is  the  population  of  your  place  ? — From  400  to  500. 

5202.  You  have  some  merchants'  shops  and  manufactories  and  residences  and  so  on 
there  ? — Yes. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

5203.  Have  you  any  preference  as  to  the  drinking  habits  of  those  you  employ,  or 
do  you  consider  in  the  selection  of  your  employees  their  drinking  habits  ? — Always. 

5204.  Have  you  a  preference  for  those  who  are  not  drinkers  ? — Always. 

5205.  For  what  reason  ? — On  account  of  the  men  being  steadier  at  their  work.  In 
employing  drinking  people  we  find  so  much  of  their  wages  is  lost  that  it  is  hard  not  to 
lose  money  by  them. 

5206.  Do  you  find  that  a  drinking  man  loses  a  considerable  portion  of  his  time  by 
reason  of  drink  ? — Yes,  when  there  was  an  opportunity ;  but  that  has  passed  away  very 
largely  now. 

5207.  Had  you  any  experience  when^your  business  was  carried  on  in  a  license 
district  ? — No,  we  had  no  licenses  near  us,  but  we  had  the  unlicensed  sale  of  liquor. 

5208.  Has  that  illicit  sale  been  prevented  now  ? — It  is  almost  entirely  gone. 

5209.  By  what  means  ? — It  was  driven  out  entirely  by  the  force  of  law. 

5210.  By  the  law  put  into  operation  by  officials  ?—- Very  largely  by  private  pro- 
secutions in  our  case. 

5211.  Did  you  find  the  law  possible  of  enforcement? — Oh,  yes.  Even  before  the 
Scott  Act  came  in,  we  had  no  sale  within  eight  or  ten  miles  of  us. 

5212.  You  enforced  the  law  under  the  old  Act? — Yes. 

5213.  Under  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  you  sought  to  do  the  same? — We  had  no 
trouble  within  six  or  eight  miles. 

5214.  And  you  have  succeeded  in  enforcing  it  under  the  present  law? — Yes,  but 
at  present  there  is  no  private  prosecution ;  it  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Inspector  for  the 
county. 

5215.  The  Inspector  is  equal  to  the  work? — Yes,  he  has  been  successful  in  all  dis- 
tricts east  of  Acadia  Mines,  which  is  the  only  place  where  there  is  any  considerable 
violation  of  the  law. 

5216.  Do  you  find  the  drink  habit  afiects  the  wage-earning  power  of  mechanics? — 
In  our  experience  liquor  was  easily  obtained  in  a  neighbouring  village  and  considerable 
was  drunk,  and  the  business  we  now  have  was  a  failure,  though  the  output  was  larger 
and  the  business  done  was  larger. 

5217.  Do  you  attribute  that  to  any  extent  to  the  fact  that  liquor  was  easily  ob- 
tained ? — To  a  large  degree  I  do. 

5218.  And  now  you  attribute  the  success  to  the  fact  that  there  is  no  drink? — Yes. 

5219.  You  attribute  the  success  of  the  business  now  in  part  at  least  to  the  diffi- 
culty in  getting  liquor? — In  part  certainly,  but  very  noticeably. 

5220.  In  what  way  does  the  drink  habit  afiect  the  value  of  employees  to  you  as  an 
employer  ? — I  would  not  be  much  at  home  on  that  subject,  because  we  have  not  got  men 
who  drink.  Occasionally  we  get  one,  and  we  get  rid  of  him  as  soon  as  we  can.  Our 
help  are  nearly  all  abstainers. 

5221.  In  regard  to  a  man  who  drinks  regularly  but  not  excessively,  have  you  had 
any  experience  as  to  whether  his  tendency  is  to  become  an  excessive  drinker  and  so  to 
become  of  less  value  to  you  1 — Yes,  we  have. 

5222.  You  find  it  necessary  to  watch  such  a  man  ? — We  have  so  found  it 
Edward  Fulton. 
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5223.  Do  you  find  that  the  employment  of  a  percentage  of  drinkin 
effect  on  the  other  employees  ? — Very  noticeably. 

5224.  Does  it  interfere  with  your  work  ? — It  does. 

5225.  Injuriously  ? — We  are  very  much  inclined  to  dismiss  a  man 
that  way,  particularly  among  the  younger  men. 

5226.  In  the  case  of  a  man  in  your  employ  who  has  the  drink  habit 
of  days  in  the  year  would  you  be  likely  to  lose  on  account  of  his  drinkin 
so  situated  as  to  be  able  to  say,  because  we  do  not  have  with  us  such  no 
long  to  form  an  idea. 

5227.  It  what  respects  would  a  law  prohibiting  the  iaiportation  an 
as  well  as  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor  be  preferable  to  the  present  law 
place,  it  would  settle  the  question  of  jurisdiction,  which  has  been  so  troi 
in  this  county.  There  has  been  a  dispute  almost  ever  since  confeder 
validity  of  this  and  that  law,  and  as  it  is  established  that  prohibition 
jurisdiction  of  the  Dominion  Parliament,  that  question  would  be  settled, 
very  much  hampered  as  to  whether  the  law  was  ultra  vires  or  intra  virei 
reason  would  be,  that  a  law  of  that  nature  would  cut  off  the  manufacturi 
tion,  in  which  the  chief  strength  of  the  liquor  system  lies,  because  the  v 
in  it  are  so  great.  It  would  also  cut  off  the  respectability  of  the  drink  t 
secure  the  enforcement  of  the  law  by  the  Government,  whereas  now  we  < 
officers  and  private  prosecutions  and  the  efforts  of  Municipal  CJouncils, 
often  equal  to  the  task. 

5228.  You  are  in  favour  of  a  general  prohibitory  law  ? — Provided  } 
Government  enforcement  to  it. 

5229.  You  are  in  favour  of  it  if  thoroughly  enforced  ] — Certainly. 

5230.  Can  you  state  the  effect  on  your  business  of  the  drinking  < 
public  generally  ? — They  have  the  effect  of  lessening  the  purchasing  pow( 

%  Mr,  Clarke  : 

5231.  Where  was  your  business  carried  on  before  ] — At  Port  au  Pi< 

5232.  What  was  the  law  there  ? — The  same. 

5233.  The  Provincial  Liquor  Law  ? — Yes. 

5234.  It  was  not  enforced  there  ? — No,  not  at  that  time. 

5235.  Was  it  "because  of  the  non-enforcement  of  the  law  there  thai 
your  factory  to  Bass  River  ? — No,  it  was  not  owned  by  us  then.  1 
concern. 

5236.  I  inferred  from  what  you  said  that  owing  to  the  conditio! 
regard  to  the  liquor  law  in  Port  au  Pique,  the  factory  was  removed  to  B 
was  successfully  carried  on  there  because  the  liquor  law  is  successful 
there  ? — That  is  so. 

5237.  The  non-enforcement  of  the  law  was  the  reason  of  the  failu 
Pique'? — Largely. 

5238.  Do  your  men  work  by  the  piece  ? — Yes. 

5239.  Did  you  find  it  impossible  to  secure  sober  men  at  Port  au  Pic 
not  the  owners  of  the  concern  at  that  place. 

5240.  Do  you  know  whether  the  former  proprietors  found  it  impossi 
men  at  that  place  1 — I  knew  they  had  a  great  deal  of  drinking  among  1 
could  not  supply  their  help  at  short  notice  even  if  men  were  ever  so  j 
skilled  labour  could  not  be  replaced  without  a  long  training. 

5241.  Both  places  were  under  the  same  law  ;  in  one  it  was  enforced  a 
it  was  disregarded.  What  was  the  cause  of  its  beiiig  disregarded  in  the 
In  those  days  the  law  was  generally  carried  out  by  local  enterprise. 

5242.  Has  it  been  carried  out  by  an  Inspector? — It  is  carried  out  ar 
in  that  same  place. 

5243.  Have  you  any  experience  in  the  Province  generally  as  to  tl 
the  Scott  Act  ? — I  have  been  an  observer  in  this  county,  and  have  hat 
connection  with  it. 

5244.  But  outside  of  this  county  ? — Only  as  an  observer. 
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5245.  Is  it  enforced  outside  of  this  county  ? — I  have  known  very  little  about  it 
except  in  Cumberland  County,  and  that  is  pretty  much  hearsay,  but  I  have  understood 
it  is  pretty  well  enforced. 

5246.  Do  you  think  the  people  who  are  interested  in  distilleries  and  breweries 
should  be  compensated  if  a  prohibitory  law  were  enacted  ? — I  do  not  think  they  should 

5247.  Do  you  think  a  prohibitory  law  could  be  enforced  throughout  the  Dominion? 
— It  could  be  enforced  as  well  as  the  law  against  smuggling  and  illicit  manufacture  can 
be  enforced.     Give  us  the  same  law,  and  we  can  enforce  it. 

5248.  Then  the  appointment  of  Dominion  officers  would  be  a  benefit  ? — That  is 
what  we  want.  We  want  officials  the  same  as  in  the  Customs  Service,  and  the  same  as 
those  who  prosecute  for  illicit  distilling.  It  is  only  a  question  of  extending  the  prohi- 
bition. It  is  prohibited  now.  There  are  a  few  licensed  distillers  now,  but  all  others 
are  prohibited. 


CHAS.  B.  ARCHIBALD,  of  Truro,  affirmed  and  deposed  as  follows  :— 
B}^  Judge  McDonald : 

5249.  What  is  your  calling  or  occupation? — I  am  living  on  my  means. 

5250.  Were  you  ever  engaged  in  business,  or  have  you  occupied  any  Municipal 
office  ? — No. 

5251.  You  have  never  been  Councillor  or  Mayor? — I  was  Mail  Contractor,  and 
Mayor  of  Truro  for  five  years. 

5252.  How  long  since  you  were  Mayor  ? — Six  or  seven  years. 

5253.  What  law  in  reference  to  licenses  was  in  force  during  your  Mayoralty  ? — 
When  I  was  first  elected  the  law  was  such  that  we  could  grant  licenses,  and  the  Town 
Council  then  granted  licenses  for  two  years.  After  that  the  law  was  changed,  and  there 
have  been  no  licenses  since. 

5254.  Were  many  places  licensed  in  those  days? — I  think  we  licensed  thieeorfour 
places,  all  hotels. 

5255.  Had  you  reason  then  to  believe  that  there  was  much  illicit  sale  of  liquor, 
unlicensed  ? — Considerable.  We  granted  licenses  for  the  sake  of  shutting  up  the  saloons 
of  the  day. 

5256.  How  did  you  find  that  work  ? — It  worked  very  well.  It  gave  us  a  revenue 
for  the  town  and  it  gave  us  control  of  the  traffic.  We  could  send  our  policemen  into 
the  hotels  and  see  that  the  restrictions  were  carried  out. 

5257.  Did  it  close  up  these  places  of  which  you  have  spoken,  to  any  extent? — I 
think  so,  to  some  extent. 

5258.  After  that,  licenses  ceased  to  be  given  ? — Yes. 

5259.  Did  intoxicating  drinks  cease  to  be  sold  ? — No,  it  has  gone  right  along. 

5260.  Different  laws  have  been  in  force  since  then  ? — Yes. 

5261.  The  Scott  Act  for  a  time  and  now  the  Nova  Scotia  License  Law  ? — Yes. 

5262.  Has  the  same  state  of  things  continued  ? — I  think  so.  I  do  not  think  there 
was  ahy  more  liquor  sold  or  drank  during  the  two  years  we  granted  licenses  than  in  any 
years  since. 

5263.  How  long  have  you  been  acquainted  with  the  town  ? — All  my  life. 

5264.  During  your  knowledge  of  the  town,  has  there  been  an  increase  or  decrease 
in  drunkenness,  or  has  it  been  the  same  ? — For  the  last  thirty  years  the  drinking  has  been 
dying  out.  There  is  not  half  the  drinking  now  that  there  was  thirty  years  ago.  As 
moral  suasion  is  used,  people  get  educated  and  they  cease  to  drink.  It  is  hard  to  con- 
vince them  by  law,  but  law  and  moral  suasion  go  well  together  sometimes. 

By  Mr,  Gigault : 

5265.  Do  you  think  if  a  general  prohibitory  law  were  enacted,  it  would  be  enforced  ? 
— I  could  not  say.     It  would  be  an  experiment  anyway. 

Edward  Fulton. 
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5266.  Do  you  know  if  lately  many  places  have  been  selling  liquor  in  Truro  ? — I  do 
not,  because  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  for  some  time  that  it  pays  me  better  to 
attend  to  my  own  business  than  to  look  after  those  who  may  be  selling  liquor. 

5267.  But  you  have  heard  that  liquors  were  sold  ? — Certainly^  and  places  have  been 
pointed  out  to  me  where  liquor  was  sold. 

5268.  Do  you  believe  there  are  more  places  now  where  liquors  are  sold  that  when 
licenses  were  granted  by  the  Council  1 — Three  times  as  many. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

5269.  Are  you  in  favour  of  a  prohibitory  law  ? — I  cannot  say. 

5270.  A  law  prohibiting  the  manufacture  and  importation,  as  well  as  the  sale  of 
liquor  1 — I  cannot  say.     I  do  not  know  how  it  would  work. 

5271.  Have  you  had  any  experience  throughout  the  province  generally  since  the 
Scott  Act  has  been  in  force  ? — None  whatever. 

5272.  Do  you  think  those  who  have,  interests  in  the  way  of  distilleries  or  breweries 
should  be  compensated,  if  the  Parliament  of  Canada  should  pass  a  prohibitory  law  ? — It 
might  be,  but  that  is  a  question  I  have  never  looked  into. 

5273.  Has  the  decrease  in  drunkenness  which  you  say  has  taken  place  in  the  last 
thirty  years  been  due  to  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  or  the  License  Law  ? — I  think 
largely  to  the  people  being  educated  up  to  the  evils  of  the  traffic. 

5274.  And  there  have  been  more  places  selling  liquor  since  than  there  were  under 
the  license  system  ? — Oh,  yes.  We  licensed  three  or  four  hotels.  I  have  no  doubt  there 
are  now  a  dozen  places  selling  liquor.  Any  man  who  can  buy  a  gallon  of  brandy  now 
can  open  up  a  shop. 

4275.  What  would  be  the  effect  if  the  town  were  to  return  to  the  system  of  licens- 
ing hotels  ?  Would  it  be  beneficial  or  the  reverse  ? — I  do  not  think  it  would  increase  the 
amount  of  drinking. 

5276.  Would  it  increase  or  decrease  the  number  of  places  where  illicit  sale  takes 
place? — That  is  hard  to  answer. 

By  Bev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

5277.  You  have  referred  to  the  good  effects  of  moral  suasion  as  regards  reducing 
drunkenness :  do  you  thiiik  that  has  had  anything  to  do  with  the  refusal  of  the  people  to 
grant  licenses  ? — I  think  very  likely. 

5278.  There  were  licenses  granted  during  your  term  of  office  ? — During  two  years. 

5279.  Was  the  law  practically  then  what  it  is  now  ? — No.- 

5280.  What  was  it  then  ? — I  can  hardly  explain,  but  the  law  gave  the  Town  Coun- 
cil the  power  of  granting  licenses. 

5281.  Has  the  Town  Council  the  power  now? — No. 

5282.  If  a  petition  is  signed  by  two-fifths  of  the  ratepayers  in  a  polling  district, 
would  the  Town  Council  have  power  to  issue  a  license  on  that  petition  ? — I  think  they 
would,  but  the  people  will  never  sign  a  petition. 

5283.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  law  is  the  same,  but  public  sentiment  has  changed  ? — 
The  law  has  changed  somewhat  since  we  granted  licenses. 

5284.  Had  the  Town  Council,  during  the  time  you  referred  to,  the  power  to  grant 
licenses  without  reference  to  the  will  of  the  people? — No ;  they  had  to  get  the  petition 
signed. 

5285.  Now  if  one  can  get  two-thirds  of  the  ratepayers  to  sign  a  petition,  the  Town 
Council  can  grant  a  license  ? — Yes. 

5286.  Then  the  change  is  not  really  in  the  law,  but  in  the  public  sentiment  ? — That 
may  be. 

5287.  You  do  not  know  anything  particularly  about  the  illegal  sale  in  those  days  ? — 
I  do  not. 

5288.  Then  how  much  do  you  know,  for  you  say  there  is  three  times  as  much  sale 
now  as  there  was  then  ? — I  know  five  places  where  it  is  supposed  to  be  for  sale. 

5289.  That  is  by  common  report  ? — Yes. 

5290.  To  what  period  do  you  refer,  when  there  was  less  sale  than  now  ? — In  1875 
when  we  were  incorporated. 
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5291.  Has  the  population  of  Truro  increasedi  since  1875? — Largely. 

5292.  Has  it  increased  three-fold  ? — It  might.     It  has  dopbled  any  way. 

5293.  So  that  the  number  of  places  in  which  the  sale  is,  even  if  it  be  three  times 
as  many  as  it  was  then,  would  not  indicate  that  the  town  has  gone  wrong  in  that 
respect ) — I  do  not  say  there  is  three  times  as  much  drinking.  I  do  not  believe  that 
I  do  not  believe  there  is  as  much  drinking  as  there  was  fifteen  years  ago,  but  there  are 
more  places. 

5294.  Referring  to  tho  places  that  sold  during  your  term  as  Mayor :  they  were 
legalized  ? — Yes,  they  were  hotels. 

5295.  Were  there  some  illegal  places,  then  ? — Oh,  yes. 

5296.  Do  you  think,  taking  the  legal  and  the  illicit  places  then,  they  numbered  as 
many  as  the  illegal  places  now  ? — I  do  not  think  it. 

5297.  As  to  the  inc^ase  of  temperance  habits  among  the  people,  has  there  been  a 
steady  gain? — Yes,  I  think  so. 

5298*  And  has  that  been  going  on  for  ten  years  1 — Yes. 

5299.  And  it  has  been  going  on  under  a  prohibition  of  the  traffic  ] — Yes,  I  attribute 
it  to  moral  suasion. 

5300.  Not  at  all  to  the  prohibition  of  the  traffic  1 — No. 

5301.  Do  you  think  the  determination  of  the  people  to  prohibit  the  traffic  has  any 
eflfect  upon  it  ?— To  a  large  extent. 

5302.  So  the  same  efforts  that  make  the  people  sober  tend  to  make  them  delegalize 
the  trade  ? — Yes.  It  used  to  be  the  fashion  for  every  one  to  drink ;  now  it  is  the  few 
who  drink. 

5303.  Does  the  character  of  the  illegal  sellers  to-day  compare  with  that  of  the  legal 
sellers  of  before? — Not  at  all,  not  by  any  m^ns. 

5304.  Do  you  suppose  that  these  people  who  are  in  the  illicit  trade  would  be  appli- 
cants for  license  ? — Very  likely. 

5305.  And  they  are  less  reputable  people  ? — We  licensed  the  respectable  hotels, 
which  gave  us  control  of  their  houses,  and  we  could  send  the  police  into  their  houses. 

5306.  Could  a  policeman  be  sent  into  any  of  these  illegal  places  now? — I  do  not 
think  so.     Perhaps  the  liquor  license  Inspector  might ;  the  law  has  been  changed. 

5307.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  drink  trade  in  Truro  ? — I  think  it  is  a  trade  not 
much  needed. 

5308.  What  are  its  effects  upon  the  morals  of  the  community  ? — I  think  upon  a 
certain  class  they  are  not  good. 

5309.  What  are  its  effects  upon  the  business  of  the  community  ? — I  do  not  think  it 
affects  the  community.  The  drinking  done  is  largely  done  by  those  outside,  who  gener- 
ally go  home  with  a  pretty  good  supply. 

5310.  And  the  people  in  Truro  do  not  drink? — As  a  rule,  they  do  not. 

5311.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  better  to  have  places  convenient  to  these 
people  rather  than  to  have  them  here  ? — It  would  be  better  for  Truro. 

Bi/  Mr.  Clarke : 

5312.  You  refer  to  the  country  districts? — Yes,  of  this  county  or  any  other  county. 


Chas.  B.  Archibald. 
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BENJAMIN  D.  ROGERS,  of  Stellarton,  Pictou  County,  on  being  ( 
'  as  follows  : — 


By  J\Ldye  McDonald : 

5313.  What  is  your  calling  or  occupation? — Merchant,  and  Inspector 
Canada  Temperance  Act. 

5314.  The  Canada  Temperance  Act  is  in  force  in  Pictou  county? — Yes. 

5315.  How  large  a  place  is  Stellarton? — About  3,000  population. 

5316.  What  is  the  principal  business? — The  mining  of  coal. 

5317.  Is  it  a  law-abiding  place? — I  think  so,  generally. 

5318.  How  long  has  the  Act  been  in  force? — I  could  not  say  positive 
about  thirteen  years. 

5319.  Have  you  found  its  effects  to  be  beneficial  ? — Latterly  we  have. 

5320.  The  Act  is  well  enforced  ? — Not  all  the  time. 

5321.  Is  it  done  by  occasional  efforts?  Is  there  occasionally  a  break  ? — 
first  part  of  its  history  in  our  county,  there  were  so  many  technical  points  n 
Courts,  that  during  the  time  those  were  being  considered,  the  Act  was  not 
rigidly  as  it  is  at  present. 

5322.  Is  it  well  enforced  now  ? — Yes. 

5323.  What  part  do  you  take  in  enforcing  it  under  the  law? — Laying  tl 
tion  and  seeing  that  the  case  is  conducted.  » 

5324.  I  suppose  you  keep  your  eye  about  in  the  community  to  detect  ii 
any  signs  of  the  law  being  broken  ? — That  is  my  duty. 

5325.  Have  you  any  officials  under  you  to  aid  you  ? — No,  none  under  m 

5326.  Do  you  £fvail  yourself  of  the  Hssistance  of  the  police  ? — They  arc 
Stipendiary. 

5327.  Is  Stellarton  an  incorporated  town  ? — Yes. 

5328.  Is  liquor  sold  there  now  ? — I  think  in  three  or  four  places. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod  : 

5329.  What  difficulties  do  you  find  in  the  way  of  the  enforcement  of 
The  first  difficulty  we  have  is  in  getting  clear  evidence  of  the  violation  of  the 

5330.  You  cannot  get  witnesses  ? — As  a  general  thing,  we  think  the  w 
not  give  a  clear  and  impartial  statement. 

533L  There  are  some  witnesses  on  whose  evidence  you  dare  not  r 
In  the  second  place,  the  law  is  so  hard  to  understand.  The  fact  of  securing  a 
does  not  give  us  the  assurance  that  the  law  will  be  enforced,  after  the  co 
obtained.  For  instance,  a  man  may  get  a  certiorari  and  take  it  to  the  Bend 
and  have  the  conviction  set  aside  on  a  technical  ground,  on  a  mere  informs 
proceeding. 

5332.  What  is  your  experience,  as  an  official,  in  the  cases  that  have  beei 
.  have  you  had  to  wait  Jong  for  the  Judges  ? — I  have  been  only  officially  in 

with  the  enforcement  of  the  Act  since  Ist  April.  We  have  had  five  cases  oi 
and  none  of  them  have  been  decided  yet ;  in  fact,  we  do  not  expect  to  get  th 
until  next  February. 

5333.  Were  the  appeals  on  mere  technicalities  ? — Yes. 

5334.  Have  you  any  knowledge  as  to  any  cases  against  dealers  for  sell 
ations  manufactured  by  the  establishment  with  which  Mr.  Bigelow  is  conne 
obtained  a  conviction  against  one  man,  who  said  he  only  sold  Bigelow's  beer. 

5335.  Was  there  a  conviction  in  that  case  ? — We  obtained  a  conviction  i 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

5336.  You  obtained  a  conviction  for  selling  Bigelow's  beer  ? — He  gave  t 
of  judgment,  and  judgment  was  entered  accordingly. 

5337.  Is  Bigelow's  beer  intoxicating? — It  would  seem  so  by  that. 

5338.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Bigelow  ? — Not  personally. 

5339.  Did  you  hear  his  evidence  ? — I  did. 
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5340.  You  heard  his  testimony  in  regard  to  the  liquor  that  he  sold  ?— I  do  not 
think  I  noted  it  particularly. 

5341.  Did  you  hear  him  swear  that  the  liquor  he  made  was  non-intoxicating?~I 
did  not. 

5342.  Were  you  here  all  the  time  he  was  in  the  room  1 — Yes. 

5343.  You  did  not  hear  him  give  that  evidence  ? — Not  to  my  knowledge. 

5344.  Do  you  think  he  would  be  capable  of  swearing  what  was  not  true  1 — I  can- 
not say  that. 

5345.  Do  you  think  it  is  sufficient  to  discredit  his  testimony  to  tell  us  that  some 
body  said  he  sold  Mr.  Bigelow's  liquor  1 — I  was  asked  the  question  and  had  to  answer  it 

5346.  Who  appointed  you  an  official  ? — The  Town  Council. 

5347.  Is  the  Act  fairly  well  obser\'ed,  considering  the  difficulties  ? — I  think  so. 

5348.  The  Act  is  an  Act  that  can  be  enforced,  then  ? — Yes,  with  proper  officers. 

5349.  And  if  the  Councils  of  the  various  municipalities  appointed  proper  officers, 
would  there  be  any  difficulty  in  enforcing  it? — There  might  be  difficulty  in  carrying  the 
cases  through  the  higher  courts. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod  : 

5350.  Will  you  state,  from  your  observation  and  experience,  the  condition  of  things 
previous  to  the  law  coming  into  force  ? — Previous  to  that  time  we  had  virtually  free 
rum,  free  liquors,  and  the  mining  population,  especially,  indulged  very  largely. 

5351.  You' have  a  large  mining  population  ? — Yes,  that  is  the  principal  industry. 
Since  the  Act  has  been  in  force,  and  especially  during  the  last  two  or  three  years,  we 
have  had  very  little  drunkenness  in  the  town. 

5352.  And  you  attribute  that  in  part  at  any  rate  to  the  operation  of  the  Act? — 
Yes.  Previous  to  the  enforcement  of  the  Act,  we  had  from  twenty  to  thirty  liquor 
shops ;  up  to  six  months  ago  we  had  from  twenty  down  to  fourteen ;  at  present,  we 
have  not  more  than  four. 

5353.  During  the  time  you  had  the  large  number  of  liquor  stores,  what  was  the 
effect  upon  the  population ;  was  there  much  drunkenness  ? — A  very  great  amount,  it 
w  as  very  demoralizing. 

5354.  Did  it  interfere  with  their  work  considerably  ? — Yes.  We  had  in  the  princi- 
pal streets  in  the  town  such  drunken  brawls  fifteen  years  ago,  that  it  would  be  unsafe 
for  ordinary  people  to  walk  the  streets  on  pay  day. 

5355.  That  state  of  things  has  changed  ?— Yes,  so  that  we  hardly  see  a  drunken 
man  on  the  streets,  only  an  occasional  one  on  pay  day. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

5356.  What  was  the  condition  of  affairs  from  fifteen  to  sixteen  years  ago? — From 
'  fifteen  to  twenty  years  ago  it  was  very  bad. 

5357.  Was  any  public  work  going  on  then  ? — Yes. 

5358.  Was  any  railway  being  constructed  ? — That  was  before. 

5359.  As  to  the  Bigelow  beer  business  :  did  this .  man  plead  guilty  to  the  violation 
of  the  law  for  having  sold  Bigelow's  beer  ? — Having  sold  intoxicating  drinks. 

5360.  Was  it  admitted  that  he  sold  intoxicating  drinks  in  selling  Bigelow's  beer?— 
No,  but  he  said  he  sold  nothing  else  but  Bigelow's  beer. 

5361.  Was  there  any  evidence  to  show  that  he  sold  nothing  else? — There  was  no 
necessity. 

5362.  Had  you  any  evidence  to  show  that  ? — No. 

5363.  And  you  rested  the  case  upon  your  belief  that  you  could  prove  that 
Bigelow's  beer  was  intoxicating  ? — I  would  very  much  rather  have  all  that  in  reference 
to  the  beer  excluded. 

5364.  I  understand  there  was  a  charge  preferred  of  selling  intoxicating  liquors? — 
Yes. 

5365.  Was  any  evidence  produced  to  show  that  he  had  sold  anything  except 
Bigelow's  beer?  — No,  there  was  no  evidence  produced  in  court. 

Benjamin  D.  Rogers. 
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5366.  I  understand  that  was  because  he  pleaded  guilty.    Would  you 
case  on  the  proof  that  he  had  sold  Bigelow's  beer  ? — Not  unless  it  was 
the  evidence  showed  he  bought 'Bigelow's  beer,  and  it  intoxicated  hii 
got  a  conviction. 

5367.  But  the  person  pleaded  guilty,  and  paid  the  fine  1 — Yes. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

5368.  You  charged  the  man  with  selling  intoxicating  drinks,  and 
only  Bigelow's  beer  ;  then  there  was  an  adjournment,  and  before  that  < 
pleaded  guilty  ? — Yes. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

5369.  Did  the  man  charged  make  any  statement? — He  made 
me. 

5370.  Any  statement  under  oath  ? — I  do  not  know  that. 

5371.  He  pleaded  guilty  to  selling  intoxicating  liquor? — Yes. 

By  Judge  McDofiald  : 

5372.  The  man  first  was  charged  with  selling  intoxicating  drink, 
guilt  and  said  he  sold  onlyJBigelow's  beer.  There  was  an  adjournment 
what  he  sold  was  intoxicating,  and  then  he  pleaded  guilty,  not  to  sellin 
but  to  selling  intoxicating  drink  ? — ^Yes. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

5373.  Why  was  the  adjournment  made  ? — He  wanted  to  get  Mr. 
conduct  the  case  for  him. 

5374.  Did  he  get  Mr.  Bigelow?— No. 

5375.  Did  he  see  Mr.  Bigelow  ? — I  do  not  know,  but  he  told  me  f 
written  to  Mr.  Bigelow. 

5376.  He  wrote  to  Mr.  Bigelow,  and  returned  and  pleaded  guilty  \ 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

5377.  Was  there  any  evidence,  beyond  the  man's  statement,  that 
liquor  was  Bigelow's  beer  ? — There  was  no  evidence  whatever,  except  tl 

5378.  The  impression  on  my  mind,  from  your  evidence,  was  tha 
out  he  had  sold  what  was  commonly  considered  to  be  a  temperance  dri: 
would  bring  the  man  to  show  that  fact.  In  the  mecuitime  he  pleaded  % 
was  no  proof  that  what  he  sold  was  the  man's  manufacture,  except  his 
—That  was  all. 

5379.  And  that  was  to  clear  himself  ? — It  was  commonly  repo 
nothing  but  beer  he  was  selling,  and  the  witnesses  we  had  were  men,  w 
knew,'  drank  nothing  else  but  beer  on  his  premises. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

5380.  They  purchased  there  1 — We  did  not  bring  them  on  the  star 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

5381.  Give  the  name  of  the  man? — Will  you  not  allow  the  w 
erased,  in  the  interests  of  Mr.  Bigelow  and  all  concerned  ? 

5382.  No  ? — The  name  of  the  man  was  James  Murray. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod: 

5383.  Was  the  man  charged  on  oath  when  he  made  the  state 
Bigelow? — I  think  not. 
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J.  E.  BIGELOW,  recalled. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

5384.  Do  you  know  this  man  to  whom  reference  has  been  made  ? — Yes. 

5385.  Did  you  sell  him  any  intoxicating  drinks? — No,  I  do  not  make  any  intoxi- 
cating drinks. 

5386.  Was  any  statement  made  that  he  had  obtained  drinks  from  you  that  caused 
intoxication  ? — It  would  be  untrue. 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

5387.  Did  you  advise  this  man  to  settle  and  pay  the  fine  ? — What  Mr.  Rogers  has 
said  is  pretty  nearly  the  first  I  have  heard  of  it.  I  am  often  away  from  the  office.  I 
saw  Mr.  Murray's  son,  yesterday.  When  I  came  home,  one  time,  my  partner  brought 
up  a  letter ;  I  supposed  the  case  was  dismissed.  When  Mr.  Murray's  son  saw  me  yes- 
terday, I  asked  him  what  became  of  the  case,  and  he  said  it  was  settled ;  and  I  sup- 
posed there  was  no  fine  at  all. 

5388.  You  did  not  pay  the  fine  ? — I  did  not  know  that  there  was  a  fine. 

5389.  Your  beer  is  not  intoxicating  ? — Certainly  not. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod  : 

5390.  You  did  not  then  have  any  communication  with  Mr.  Murray  ? — Not  to  my 
knowledge. 

5991.  Or  advise  him  in  any  way? — No. 

5392.  Is  there  alcohol  in  your  beer? — In  the  beer  I  manufacture,  as  far  as  I  know, 
there  is  none.  It  is  hard  to  get  a  beverage  in  which  there  is  none.  It  is  not  done  by 
fermentation  which  creates  alcohol,  but  the  aerated  waters  I  manufacture,  as  far  as  I 
know,  do  not  contain  alcohol.  I  have  other  beers,  and  my  opinion  is  if  they  contain 
any  alcohol,  it  is  an  extremely  small  proportion,  so  small  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
keep  them  in  this  weather. 

5393.  What  ai*e  they  known  as  ? — The  beer  is  a  tonic. 

5394.  That  is  the  malt  ? — No,  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  this. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

5395.  You  are  selling  that  beer  to  these  people  now  ? — Yes. 

5396.  And  the  inspector  knows  it  is  sold  ? — He  ought  to  do  so. 

5397.  And  the  fact  of  its  being  alcoholic  must  have  been  within  his  knowledge?— 
It  must  have  been,  if  so. 

5398.  You  are  trying  to  sell  your  beer  through  the  province? — I  am. 

5399.  And  if  there  are  intoxicants  sold  through  the  province,  these  officers  are 
not  doing  their  duty  ? — That  is  so. 


C.  E.  STANFORD,  of  Truro,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : — 
By  Judge  McDonald : 

5400.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I  am  a  woollen  manufacturer. 

5401.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Truro? — A  little  over  23  years. 

5402.  How  long  have  you  been  engaged  in  manufacturing  ? — During  all  that  time. 

5403.  How  many  men  do  you  employ  ? — At  present  only  four  or  five. 

5404.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  operation  of  the  Liquor  Act  in  Truro? — I  do 
not. 

5405.  Do  you  know  if  any  liquor  is  sold  in  Truro  ? — I  cannot  say  personally  that  I 
do.     I  have  heard  that  it  is  sold. 

Benjamin  D.  Rogers. 
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By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

5406.  Would  you  favour  the  passage  by  the  Dominion  Parliament  of  a  general  pro- 
hibitory Act  ? — I  have  thought  of  that  matter  sometimes,  but  I  could  never  come  to  any 
decision.  ^ 

5407.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Bigelow,  who  has  been  examined  here  to-day  ? — I  know 
him  by  sight. 

5408.  What  character  does  he  bear  ?  Is  he  considered  a  respectable  and  responsible 
man  ? — I  never  heard  anything  against  him. 

By  Bevi  Br.  McLeod : 

5409.  You  are  a  manufacturer  ? — Certainly. 

5410.  How  many  hands  do  you  employ? — Only  four  or  ^\e^  mostly  girls. 

5411.  Then  your  employees  would  not  be  affected  by  the  drink  habit? — There  is  no 
drinking  to  my  knowledge. 


HARVEY  GRAHAM,  of  Ferona,  New  Glasgow,  Pictou  County,  N.S.,  on  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : — 

By  Judge  McDoncUd : 

5412.  What  is  your  occupation? — I  am  an  iron  manufacturer. 

5413.  How  long  have  you  resided  at  Ferona? — I  have  lived  in  New  Glasgow  all 
my  life. 

5414.  We  have  been  informed  that  the  Scott  Act  is  in  force  there? — Yes. 

.    5415.  Is  it  successful  in  its  operation  i^  your  neighbourhood? — In  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  works  it  is. 

5416.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  successful  in  the  county  as  a  whole? — 
Yes,  outside  of  the  towns. 

5417.  How  many  towns  are  there  in  Pictou  County  in  addition  to  New  Glasgow? 
— There  are  Stellarton  and  Westville  and  Woodburn. 

5418.  I  suppose  in  those  places  there  is  more  or  less  sale  of  liquor  ? — I  think  there  is. 

5419.  How  is  the  state  of  affairs  in  your  own  immediate  neighbourhood  ? — There  is 
no  drinking  in  the  country  districts  in  Pictou  County. 

5420.  There  is  then  general  sobriety  among  the  people  ? — Yes. 

By  Bev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

5421.  How  many  men  do  you  employ? — I  had  over  400  on  the  roll  last  month. 

5422.  Do  you  prefer  total  abstainers  to  drinking  men  ? — Certainly. 

5423.  Is  that  your  opinion  from  the  moral  point  of  view,  or  from  a  purely  business 
stand  point  ? — As  a  matter  of  business. 

5424.  What  is  your  rule,  if  you  have  any,  with  respect  to  drinking  employees  ? — 
To  get  rid  of  them  as  quickly  as  possible. 

5425.  I  suppose  your  pay  roll  is  large.  What  is  your  annual  payment  for  wages  ? — 
Our  pay  roll  last  month  was  $9,000  and  a  few  hundred  dollars  over. 

5426.  Will  you  kindly  state  to  the  Commission  how  the  drink  habit  affects  your 
employees  :  first,  as  to  their  wage  earning  power,  and  their  value  to  you  ? — They  are  not 
able  to  earn  so  much,  for  they  lose  time. 

5427.  About  what  percentage  of  time  would  a  drinking  man  lose  in  a  year  ? — That 
^ould  depend  on  his  drinking  habits. 

5428.  Take  the  average  drinker,  not  a  man  who  drinks  very  little  or  a  man  who 
drinks  excessively,  but  try  and  strike  an  average,  and  state  the  time  that  an  average 
drinker  would  lose  ? — Some  men  will  drink  and  not  lose  any  time,  while  other  men  who 
would  not  drink  nearly  as  much  will  lase  time.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  give  an 
average  :  one  or  two  days  a  month  would  not  be  an  excessive  estimate. 

5428a.  Speaking  generally,  then,  drinking  on  the  part  of  employees  is  not  only 
disadvantageous  and  a  loss  to  them,  but  a  detriment  to  your  business  ?-— Certainly. 
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5429.  The  existence  of  the  drink  trade  in  the  vicinity  of  your  industry  is,  I  suppose, 
an  interference  with  you  ? — Yes. 

5430.  Have  you  had  any  special  experience  as  to  the  effects  of  drink  on  men  ?— 
Yes,  I  have  had. 

5431.  Kindly  state  what  your  experience  has  been  ? — Previous  to  my  present  con- 
nection I  was  connected  with  manufacturing  of  a  different  sort. 

5432.  What  was  that  1 — For  six  or  seven  years  I  was  connected  with  a  Nova  Scotia 
Glass  Company,  for  two  years  as  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  three  or  four  years  as 
manager.  I  was  brought  into  personal  and  close  connection  with  the  drinking  habits  of 
working  men. 

'  5433.  Had  you  any  other  experience  in  connection  with  that  growing  out  of  drink] 

— Yes,  I  have  had  frequent  experiences. 

5434.  What  were  they  1 — With  respect  to  the  average  loss  of  time,  some  men  would 
lose  one  day  a  week,  a  larger  proportion  of  time  perhaps  than  any  other  class  of  workmen. 

5435.  To  what  did  you  attribute  that  loss  :  was  it  due  to  the  character  of  the  em- 
ployment ] — I  do  not  think  so ;  not  necessarily  at  all  events.  I  suppose  the  associations 
and  habits  of  the  class  of  workmen  had  more  to  do  with  it  than  anything  else. 

5436.  There  were  more  habitual  drinkers  1 — Yes. 

5437.  Have  you  had  to  discharge  any  number  of  men  on  account  of  drinking  1 — Yes. 

5438.  Do  you  find  the  habits  of  the  employees  better  than  formerly  1 — Yes. 

5439.  Do  you  attribute  that  partly  to  the  effects  of  teaching,  and  partly  to  the 
enforcement  of  the  Liquor  Law  1 — Partly.  The  difficulty  of  securing  drink  is  an  educator 
in  itself,  I  think. 

5440.  So  if  there  were  drinking  places  in  the  vicinity  of  your  industry,  you  would 
have  more  trouble  1 — I  would  have  trouble  with  the  drinking  places  to  begin  with,  and 
with  the  men  in  the  second  place. 

5441.  Speaking  of  drinking  men  with  whom  you  have  had  to  do,  and  some  of  whom 
you  have  had  to  discharge,  what  kind  of  liquor  did  the  men  drink,  whisky  or  rum,  or 
what  1 — Glass  blowers  are  largely  beer  drinkers. 

5442.  Were  they  Englishmen  ? — I  had  two  classes  of  men,  English-speaking  men 
and  foreigners. 

5443.  Did  you  find  their  beer-drinking  was  really  a  serious  interference  with  your 
work  ] — Yes. 

5444.  What  effect  did  it  have  on  the  men  ? — It  made  them  drunk. 

5445.  Sometimes  it  is  claimed  before  the  Commission  that  beer  does  not  make  men 
drunk  ? — My  experience  has  been  that  men  do  not  care  to  drink  beer  that  will  not  make 
them  drunk.  The  beer  that  has  no  alcohol  in  it  men  do  not  take  much  stock  in,  to  use 
a  common  phrase. 

5446.  So  beer-drinking  among  your  employees  has  had  the  same  effect  as  if  they 
drank  whisky  ? — I  think  the  effect  has  been  worse,  if  anything,  for  they  seem  to  stay 
drunk  longer  on  beer  than  on  whisky. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

5447.  The  town  in  which  you  reside  is  situated,  I  believe,  in  the  County  of  Pictou  ? 
—Yes. 

5448.  Is  the  Scott  Act  in  force  in  the  towns  there  ? — It  is  in  force  in  the  county. 

5449.  How  is  it  enforced  ? — In  the  towns  to  some  extent.  It  is  enforced  well  in 
some  places,  and  not  as  well  in  others. 

5450.  What  difficulties  are  there  in  towns  that  do  not  exist  in  the  country  1 — The 
vested  interests  of  the  men  engaged  in  the  business  in  the  towns  much  stronger,  and 
there  are  many  more  difficulties  to  overcome. 

545 L  If  there  were  officers  appointed  by  the  Doniinion  Government,  or  by  the 
Provincial  authorities,  whose  business  it  would  be  to  ferret  out  those  places  where  liquor 
is  sold  illegally,  would  the  Scott  Act  be  thoroughly  enforced  in  those  towns  ? — There 
would  be  practical  prohibition. 

5452.  Do  you  think  a  general  law  of   the  Dominion  prohibiting  the  sale  of  liquor 
could  be  operated  1 — I  think  so. 
Harvey  Graham. 
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HENRY  RITCHIE  of  New  Glasgow,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  :^ 
By  Jvdge  McDowdd : 

5472.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I  am  cashier  of  the  Nova  Scotia  Steel  Works. 

5473.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  New  Glasgow  % — I  have  been  there  16  years. 

5474.  In  what  county  is  Ferona,  where  the  works  are  situated  ? — In  Pictou  County. 

5475.  Is  it  a  village  ?— Yes. 

5476.  What  is  the  population  ? — About  a  thousand. 

5477.  How  far  is  it  from  New  Glasgow  ? — A  mile  or  a  mile  and  a  half. 

5478.  The  business  is  carried  on  in  Ferona,  I  understand  ? — Yes,  the  manufacturing 
of  steel. 

5479.  How  many  men  do  you  employ  ? — Between  400  and  500. 

5480.  How  is  the  Scott  Act  enforced  at  Ferona? — I  think  at  present  very  welL 

5481.  How  is  it  enforced  in  New  Glasgow  ? — Not  so  well.  I  think  there  is  a  good 
deal  of  liquor  sold  there. 

5482.  Do  you  find  during  the  time  you  have  been  acquainted  with  those  two  places 
that  drunkenness  has  increased  or  decreased  ? — I  think  during  the  last  six  months  there 
has  been  a  decrease  in  Ferona.     I  think  it  goes  on  as  usual  in  New  Glasgow. 

5483.  Do  you  think  any  liquor  is  sold  at  Ferona  ? — I  do  not  know  any  place  at 
present,  nor  have  I  known  any  during  the  last  six  months. 

5484.  Is  Ferona  outside  of  the  limits  of  New  Glasgow  ? — Yes. 

5485.  Is  it  under  the  county  government  ? — Yes. 

5486.  I  suppose  you  have  no  regular  police  force  ? — Not  so  far  as  I  know  of. 

5487.  Take  the  length  of  time  you  have  been  acquainted  with  that  section  of  the 
country,  has  there  been  an  increase  of  sobriety  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants  generally  ? 
— I  cannot  say  that  I  see  very  much  difference,  taking  the  whole  district. 

By  £ev,  Dr,  McLeod: 

5488.  You  spoke  about  improvement :  can  you  tell  us  how  the  saloons  were  closed, 
how  it  was  brought  about? — The  saloons  in  Ferona  were  closed  principally  by  one  man, 
the  Rev.  H.  R.  Grant.  He  took  it  in  hand  himself  and  saw  that  the  law  was  enforced. 
If  it  had  not  been  for  Mr.  Grant,  liquor  would  have  been  sold  there  just  the  same  as 
formerly. 

5489.  Has  he  had  the  cooperation  of  other  people  there? — Yes,  he  has  had  the 
public  sentiment  at  his  back. 

5490.  What  has  been  the  general  effect  on  the  working  men  of  the  closing  of  the 
saloons  ? — I  think  there  is  a  decided  improvement  in  the  men.  I  believe  at  the  present 
moment  there  is  no  liquor  sold  in  Ferona,  but  of  course,  I  may  be  wrong. 

5491.  Then  you  think  the  beneficial  effects  are  apparent  ? — Yes. 

By  Mr.  Clarke: 

5492.  Are  you  a  total  abstainer  ? — I  am. 

5493.  Do  the  men  work  by  the  piece  or  by  the  hour  ? — Both. 

5494.  Have  you  had  any  experience,  outside  of  Pictou  County,  of  the  operation  of 
the  Scott  Act  ? — No,  I  have  not. 

5495.  Is  the  condition  of  things  which  exists  in  other  towns  similar  to  that  which 
exists  in  New  Glasgow  in'  regard  to  the  illicit  sale  of  liquor  ? — I  am  not  sure  that  I 
can  answer  that  question  correctly. 

5496.  Do  you  think  a  prohibitory  law,  if  passed  by  the  Dominion  Parliament, 
could  be  enforced  in  centres  of  population  like  New  Glasgow  ? — I  think  it  could  be ;  I 
think  the  trouble  is  in  the  enforcing  of  it. 

5497.  We  understand  it  is  the  right  of  any  citizen  to  lay  an  information  against 
any  one  for  infraction  of  the  Scott  Act.  Mr.  Grant,  of  Ferona,  has,  we  understand,  been 
largely  instrumental  in  suppressing  the  sale  there.  Is  there  any  public  sentiment  in 
New  Glasgow  in  favor  of  suppressing  the  traffic  ? — They  have  occasionally  hauled  up 
people  for  selling  there.     They  have  a  public  prosecutor. 

Henby  Ritchie. 
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By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

5498.  You  have  had  some  experience  in  Feron* 
effect  seemed  to  be  beneficial.  What  do  you  beliei^ 
hibition,  well  enforced,  on  the  business  interests  of 
the  employees  in  the  various  industries  ? — I  think  it 


JOSEPH  J.  SNOOK,  of  Truro,  on  being  duly  g 
By  Judge  McDonald  : 

5499.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I  am  a  merch 

5500.  How  long  have  you  resided  here  1 — All  m 

5501.  How  long  have  you  been  in  business  here 

5502.  During  that  time,  has  there  been  an  inor 
has  it  been  about  stationary  ? — I  do  not  know  much  j 

5503.  Do  you  think  there  is  much  drinking 
know  that  there  is. 

T'tSJ5504.  Then  you  are  not  prepared  to  say  whethei 
drunkenness  here  ? — No. 

5505.-  Does  the  sale  of  liquor  go  on  in  this  comn 

5506.  Is  the  place  in  a  good  condition  as  a  busii 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

5507.  Has  the  sale  of  liquor  decreased  or  increai 
in  force  1 — I  can  hardly  say. 


ALEXANDER  GRANT,  of  Stellarton,  being  c 
By  Judge  McDonald : 

5508.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I  am  a  merch 

5509.  I  believe  you  are  a  member  of  the  Legis 
Nova  Scotia  ? — Yes. 

5510.  For  what  county? — For  Pictou  County. 

5511.  Have  you  occupied  any  municipal  office  in 
— I  was  councillor  for  two  or  three  years,  and  was  M 

5512.  Stellarton  is  under  the  Scott  Act? — Yes. 

5513.  What  is  the  population  of  the  town  ? — Al 

5514.  Have  you  reason  to  suppose  that  the  Act 

5515.  During  the  last  few  years  has  there  been  a 
Qess  ? — There  has  been  quite  a  decrease,  and  very  mu 

5516.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that  decrease  ?- 
Act,  and  to  the  fact  that  the  people  take  more  int 
very  much  in  favour  of  it. 

5517.  Do  you  think  there  has  been  any  impn 
moral  and  religious  condition  of  the  population  as 
temperance  goes,  there  is  no  room  for  doubt. 

5518.  Have  you  temperance  societies  ? — Yes. 

5519.  Then  you  have  the  influence  of  religious  te« 
Do  you  think  all  these  influences  work  together  to 
manity  ? — Yes. 

21— 19i 
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it,  I  believe  ? — Yes. 

lion  as  to  the  relative  status  as  customers  of  those  who 
are  non-drinkers  ] — I  can  give  a  very  decided  opinion  on 

hose  who  are  in  the  habit  of  drinking  habitually  do  not 
en  leave  the  country  when  they  get  into  debt,  if  they  can. 
to  be  a  little  careful  of  that*  class  of  people  ? — I  have 
r,  and  I  do  not  take  them  as  customers  at  all. 
rs  as  to  what  efiTect  the  prohibition  of  the  drink  trade 
Stellarton  it  would  help  us  very  much,  this  being  a  mining 
place  that  it  would  help  more, 
r  be  some  liquor  sold  here  ? — Just  now  there  are  only  four 

bo  say  that  there  is  some  liquor  saie  in  Stellarton  ;  but  I 
liquor  sale  is  the  same  as  it  would  be  if  the  trade  were 
did  under  a  good  deal  of  difficulty  to  those  who  sell  it. 
m  your  observation  and  experieace  that  the  law,  even  with 
reed  by  efficient  officers  1 — I  think  so. 
[eneral  prohibitory  law,  prohibiting  the  importation  and 
Je  of  liquor,  could  be  as  veil  or  better  enforced  than  this 
decidedly  better. 


Cruro,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : 


patfon  ? — I  am  a  barrister. 
a  resided  in  Truro  ? — About  40  years. 
11  been  practising  law  ? — About  35  years. 
r  municipal  office,  such  as  Mayor  or  Councillor  ? — I  was 
short  time  when  the  town  was  first  incorporated ;  I  was 

knowledge  of  the  working  of  the  license  laws  in  Truro? 
er  to  do  with  them  since  the  time  I  was  Recorder  of  the 
ed  in  any  matters  connected  with  them, 
•m  an  opinion  as  to  how  the  law  is  enforced  in  this  corn- 
sale  of  liquor  ? — I  have  no  personal  knowledge,  but  I  have 
'e  being  sold  in  the  town. 

tion,  has  there  been  any  increase  or  decrease  of  drunkenness 
-So  far  as  I  can  judge  personally,  I  must  say  that  I  very 
and  therefore  I  cannot  say  whether  there  is  any  drunk- 
I  am  not  in  a  position  to  give  an  opinion.  I  live  at  this 
the  railway  station,  and  I  am  seldom  out  of  my  house  in 

3ed  any  decrease  or  increase  ? — So  far  as  I  am  personally 
Lny  increase. 


ct  was  in  force  in  this  county,  did  it  work  satisfactorily  ?— 
3  very  difficult  to  get  a  conviction  under  it.  I  do  not 
■e  any  convictions  obtained. 

experience  as  to  the  working  of  a  prohibitory  law  else- 
whatever. 
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W.  DOUGLAS  McCALLUM,  of  Truro,  Town  Clerk  and  Ti 
sworn,  deposed  as  foUows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

5539.  How  long  have  you  held  your  present  position  ? — Ten  y 

5540.  Are  you  Clerk  of  the  Police  Court  ?— Yes. 

5541.  Have  you  any  duties  of  a  special  kind  to  discharge  ir 
court  ? — I  keep  the  records. 

5542.  Do  you  make  out  informations  against  parties  ? — Yes 
to  take  affidavits. 

5543.  Warrants  are  directed  to  be  issued  by  the  Stipendiary 
— In  regard  to  civil  matters  I  have  to  sign  the  papers  and  take  at 
police  court. 

5544.  Have  you  any  statement  to  show  the  number  of  con 
during  the  last  few  years  ? — Yes,  I  have  a  statement  of  the  convi( 
the  incorporation  of  the  town  down  to  the  close  of  1891.  The  to\ 
1875,  and  the  first  return  is  for  only  part  of  a  year.  There  wer 
kinds :  drunk  and  disorderly,  44  ;  drunk  and  incapably,  6  ;  breach 
7 ;  abusive  language,  7  ;  larceny,  2  ;  liquor  selling  on  Sundays,  2  ; 
veiling  liquors  to  Indians,  1  ;  profane  language,  2. 

5545.  Please  give  the  Commission  the  figures  for  1885,  ter 
were  50  cases  only,  as  follows  :  drunk  and  disorderly,  27  ;  dri 
assaults,  7  ;  fighting  on  streets,  2  ;  obstructing  sidewalks,  1  ;  beat 
1 ;  larceny,  1  ;  indecent  assault,  1 ;  felony,  1 ;  frequenting  house  of 
religious  meetings,  4. 

5546.  Please  give  the  figures  for  1890? — The  total  numb 
drunk  and  disorderly,  47  ;  drunk  and  incapable,  10,  disturbing 
fighting  on  streets,  4  ;^^  assaults,  9  ;  larceny,  2  ;  throwing  stones, 
abusive  language,  3  ;  profane  language,  1  ;  resisting  arrest,  1  :  refi 
man,  1 ;  ^^olation  of  Health  Act,  2  ;  vagrant,  1  ;  violation  of  by-1 
streets,  1. 

5547.  Please  give  the  figures  for  1891  ? — The  total  numbe 
drunk  and  disorderly,  25  ;  drunk  and  incapable,  1  i  ;  assaults,  9  •  f 
keeping  house  of  ill-fame,  4,  disturbing  the  peace  in  the  Y.  M.  ( 

The  following  is  a  full  statement  since  the  incorporation  of 
No.  7.] 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

5548.  What  increase  has  taken  place  in  the  population  of  Ti 
its  incorporation  down  to  1881,  when  the  census  was  taken? — 1 
increased  probably  from  3,500  to  4,500,  or  an  increase  of  1,000,  a 
increase  of  1,500  from  that  year  to  the  present  time.  I  can  gi^ 
figures  exactly  if  needed. 

5549.  Can  you  tell  the  Commission  generally  speaking  what 
of  which  you  have  given  a  statement,  were  not  for  drunkenness 
which  drink  would  be  most  likely  to  cause,  in  other  words  what  p 
either  to  drunkenness  or  to  drinking  ? — Those  which  are  classifi< 
orderly,  drunk  and  incapable,  or  simply  drunk,  as  in  the  earlier  n 
entries  of  drunk,  without  any  other  explanation.  These  three 
cover  I  suppose  fifty  per  cent  of  the  whole. 

5550.  What'  proportion  of  the  others  would  be  traceable  to 
directly  ? — A  good  many  of  the  assaults,  cases  of  provoking  lanj 
streets  and  so  on  are  traceable  directly  to  liquor. 

5551.  What  about  cases  of  disturbance  of  religious  services  ? 
victions  I  call  to  mind  the  people  were  drunk  at  the  time. 

5552.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  statement  to  be  co 
knowledge  of  the  men. 
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JAMES  McCURDY,  of  Clifton,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
By  Judge  McDonald : 

5580.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — I  am  a  farmer. 

5581.  Do  you  hold  any  office  in  the  municipality? — Yes,  I  hole 

5582.  What  are  they  ? — I  am  license  mspector  for  the  county  o 

5583.  Do  you  hold  any  other  office? — I  am  sub-collector  of  cust 

5584.  At  what  place?— At  Clifton. 

5585.  How  large  a  place  is  Clifton,  and  what  is  the  population 
1,100  or  1,200. 

5586.  Is  it  under  the  operation  of  the  Provincial  License  Law  1 

5587.  Are  there  any  licenses  issued  there  ? — None. 

5588.  Is  there  any  sale  of  liquor  going  on  there  ? — Not  in  that 

5589.  What  distance  would  you  have  to  travel  before  you  came 
liquor  ? — I  think  you  would  have  to  go  to  Truro. 

5590.  How  far  is  that  ? — About  seven  miles. 

5591.  What  kind  of  population  have  you  at  Clifton  :  are  there 
there?— No. 

5592.  Is  it  what  you  generally  call  a  rural  population  ? — Yes. 

5593.  With  some  merchants,  I  suppose  ? — One  or  two. 

5594.  Are  they  a  sober  and  industrious  people  there  ? — Yes. 

5595.  And  are  the  morals  of  the  community  in  a  good  state  ? — 
to  the  average. 

5596.  Have  you  temperance  societies  established  there  ? — Yes. 

5597.  And  I  suppose  you  have  churches  ? — Yes. 

5598.  How  long  have  you  been  license  inspector  ? — Between  tw< 

5599.  Have  you  had  any  cases  under  the  Act  during  that  time 

5600.  Have  you  had  many  cases? — I  think  about  70  or  75. 

5601.  Does  that  statement  take  in  the  whole  of  the  county? — "! 

5602.  Outside  of  the  town  of  Truro  ?— Yes. 

5603.  Are  there  any  other  towns  in  the  county  ? — No. 

5604.  Where  have  those  cases  generally '  arisen  :  in  the  coui 
villages  ?— In  both. 

5605.  Have  you  had  any  of  the  class  of  cases  in  which  people 
parties  who  have  carried  it  about  with  them  ? — Yes. 

5606.  And  other  cases  where  liquor  has  been  sold  in  houses  ? — 

5607.  Out  of  the  total  number  of  cases,  what  percentage  of  c 
secured  ? — I  consider  about  80  per  cent. 

5608.  In  other  words,  in  the  larger  proportion  of  cases  you  sue 
convictions  ?— Yes. 

5609.  Have  you  attempted  honestly  to  enforce  the  law  since  yo 
tor  ? — Yes,  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 

5610.  And  you  have  been  successful  in  doing  so? — Comparativ( 

5611.  Do  you  know  of  cases  that  you  have  not  been  able  to  get 

5612.  And  I  suppose  in  some  of  the  cases,  having  got  hold  of  th< 
to  secure  evidence  sufficient  to  convict  ? — Yes. 

5613.  Have  you  had  any  difficulty  in  getting  officers  to  act  wit! 
— Some  difficulty. 

5614.  Why? — On  account  of  their  sympathy  with  the  liquor  in 

5615.  Would  they  excuse  themselves  from  acting? — They  decli 

5616.  Have  you  the  power  of  a  constable  yourself  while  actin 
a  certain  extent. 

5617.  You  may  serve  papers  and  lay  informations  I  suppose?— 

5618.  In  case  of  conviction  have  you  power  to  levy  distress? — I 

5619.  That  has  to  be  done  by  a  constable  ? — Yes. 

5620.  Have  you  any  power  to  enter  houses  on  suspicion  ? — Yes 

5621.  With  or  without  information  ? — Both. 
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5648.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that  ?— To  more  activity  in  conductii 
tions. 

5649.  On  your  part,  or  on  the  part  of  others  1 — On  my  part,  and  with  t 
of  certain  citizens. 

5650.  In  other  words,  you  latterly  have  had  behind  you  the  support 
zens  ? — I  have  had  the  support  of  some  of  the  citizens. 

5651.  That  has  strengthened  you  in  the  discharge  of  your  duties? — Y< 
law  has  been  made  more  clear  by  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

5652.  You  find  now  no  difficulty  in  enforcing  the  law,  I  suppose  ? — ' 
had  a  nutnber  of  cases  sent  up  to  the  judges  of  the  courts,  who  held  that  th 
ultra  vires  and  that  the  petition  was  bad. 

5653.  You  have  now  no  difficulty,  I  suppose  ? — There  is  no  difficulty  of 
now. 

5654.  How  long  has  elapsed  since  those  difficulties  were  removed  ? — Pi 
a  year. 

5655.  From  that  time  there  has  been  a  more  active  enforcement  of 
suppose  ? — Not  a  very  active  enforcement ;  only  during  the  last  two  or  thi 
There  was  trouble  in  regard  to  different  matters. 

5656.  Do  you  believe  there  are  any  places  in  Truro  in  which  intoxicai 
are  sold  to-day  1 — I  think  there  are. 

5657.  Are  they  sold  openly,  or  secretly,  or  both? — Largely  secretlj 
perhaps  partly  openly. 

5658.  Are  there  many  such  places  ? — I  am  not  prepared  to  say  how 
there  are  five  or  six  perhaps. 

5659.  With  you,  of  course,  it  must  be  a  matter  of  suspicion,  for  if  you  1 
jou  would  have  them  suppressed  ? — I  would  enforce  the  law  so  far  as  '. 
evidence.  Not  being  thoroughly  backed  up  in  regard  to  the  payment  of  i 
the  Council.  I  do  not  feel  so  bold  as  I  otherwise  would  to  make  seizures,  wh< 
might  be  appealed  and  I  might  be  thrown  in  for  a  bill  of  costs.  Often  we  1 
pay  our  own  costs,  and  that  is  more  than  the  fines  amount  to. 

5660.  Have  you,  in  the  discharge  of  your  duty,  honestly  done  it  withot 
whether  the  offenders  were  male  or  female,  or  their  position  *  in  society,  or 
reason  of  that  kind  ? — I  think  I  have,  although  we  have  commenced  mon 
with  the  saloons  rather  than  with  the  hotels. 

5661.  By  the  saloons  you  mead  places  where  nothing  but  liquor  is  s< 
largely  so. 

5662.  Have  you  succeeded  in  getting  rid  of  the  saloon  element  1 — Not 

5663.  Supposing  liquors  are  to  be  allowed  to  be  sold  by  law,  do  you  thi] 
be  better,  in  the  interests  of  the  community,  that  they  should  be  sold  in 
place  where  nothing  but  drink  is  sold  1 — I  think  it  would  be  as  well  to  have 
where  liquor  is  drank. 

5664.  And  not  in  the  hotels  ? — I  think  so. 

5665.  You  think  it  better  to  have  liquor  sold  in  what  is  called  the  sa 
than  the  hotel  ? — I  have  no  very  decided  opinion  about  it,  but  I  think  it  wo 
be  better. 

5666.  You  have  spoken  of  the  difficulties  you  have  had  and  the  aid  you 
from  persons  in  the  community.  Have  you  had  any  sentiment  appealing 
vay  1— -I  think  there  lA  a  sentiment,  though  it  is  not  shown.     It  is  not  very 

5667.  There  are^two  sets  of  persons  in  the  community  ;  one  that  wants 
go  on,  and  the  other  that  desires  it  to  be  stopped  1 — Yes. 

5668.  Have  you  been  between  two  fires  at  any  time  1 — Yes. 

5669.  Have  you  a  right  to  enter  a  house  on  suspicion  ? — Under  the  law 
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Rev.  A.  L.  GEGGIE,  of  Truro,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : — 
By  Judge  McDonald  : 

5670.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — Clergyman  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

5671.  How  long  have  you  resided  here  1— Groing  on  five  years. 

5672.  During  that  time  it  has  been  as  a  Minister  1 — Yes,  of  one  congregation. 

5673.  Where  did  you  reside  before  this  1 — In  Scotland,  in  Edinburgh. 

5674.  So  your  knowledge  of  Nova  Scotia  has  been  confined  to  Truro  ? — Yes. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod  : 

5675.  What  were  you  before  you  came  to  Nova  Scotia  ? — I  was  a  missionary. 

5676.  You  were  engaged  in  ministerial  work  ? — Yes. 

5677.  Where  ?— In  the  slums  of  Edinburgh. 

5678.  And  you  saw  a  good  deal  of  the  result  of  the  drinking  habit  there  ? — I  did. 

5679.  Give  us  briefly  the  results  of  your  experience? — I  do  not  know  that  I 
could  give  briefly  ray  experience,  but  it  was  of  the  very  worst  and  most  degrading 
character. 

5680.  You  found  the  efPect  of  the  drink  habit  entirely  evil  ? — Certainly.  I  found 
men  in  the  slums  who  once  occupied  the  Christian  pulpit,  listening-  to  my  ministration 
as  a  missionary. 

5681.  You  saw  there  what  the  free  sale  of  drink  did,  and  you  have  seen  here  what 
the  somewhat  restricted  sale  of  drink  did  ? — My  experience  is  that  the  people  of  Nova 
Scotia  are  far  ahead  in  sentiment  and  practice  of  the  people  of  Scotland. 

5682.  That  being  so,  are  there  beneficial  effects  manifest  here? — I  give  the 
advantage  to  the  sentiment  of  this  country. 

5683.  What  are  the  effects  compared  with  the  less  advanced  sentiment  in  the  old 
country  ? — As  to  the  drinking  habits  of  the  people,  I  was  associated  with  St,  Johns, 
Edinburgh.  We  have  very  httle  discipline  there.  The  discipline  in  our  Church  for 
intemperance  is  very  slight.  If  they  were  as  particular  in  the  old  country  as  they  are 
here,  we  would  never  be  done  with  disciplining  people.  For  instance,  what  I  consider 
an  advantage  as  far  as  this  country  is  concerned  is  this  :  We  are  in  the  habit  of  having 
wine  and  spirit  merchants  elders  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Scotland  ;  that  would 
not  be  tolerated  here,  in  our  membership. 

5684.  State  your  knowledge  of  the  endeavours  made  here  in  Truro  to  enforce  pro- 
hibition, the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  it,  and  your  knowledge  of  the  success  of  those 
attempts  ? — For  the  first  two  years  I  felt  to  a  great  extent  at  sea.  I  did  not  know  the 
run  of  the  law  or  the  sentiment  of  the  people,  and  therefore  I  could  not  say  very  much 
as  to  the  difficulties  in  the  way  ;  because,  whilst  I  was  interested  in  the  general  work  of 
temperance,  I  did  not  get  down  to  the  particular  work  of  enforcing  the  law.  But 
since  the  agitation  for  the  repeal  of  the  Scott  Act,  and  the  bringing  in  force  of  the  local 
Act,  I  have  been  largely  interested  in  the  work  in  our  town,  and  generally  I  have  aided 
the  temperance  party  in  this  town.  As  far  as  I  see  the  difficulty  is  in  enforcing  the  law, 
because  it  is  a  sort  of  local  or  limited  prohibition,  and  a  man  does  not  feel  that  he  is 
under  any  obligation  to  give  evidence,  when  he  comes  face  to  face  with  a  breach  of  the 
law.  So  men  from  other  towns  and  from  country  places  can  come  in  and  see  the  law 
broken,  as  far  as  the  sale  of  liquor  is  concerned,  and  they  are  not  held  responsible  as 
they  would  be  if  they  had  been  witnesses  to  incendiarism  or  th^ft.  There  is  another 
difficulty  I  see,  and  that  is  to  secure  evidence  and  to  secure  the  n^mes  of  parties  who 
are  selling. 

5685.  What  does  that  arise  from  ? — I  cannot  speak  from  my  own  authority,  but 
from  what  I  have  heard.  There  is  a  system  of  shifting  bar-tenders  from  town  to  town, 
and  even  the  Inspector  cannot  lay  his  finger  on  the  offender. 

5683.  Has  it  been  attempted  to  secure  the  description  of  the  offender  without  the 
name  ? — No. 

5687.  Did  you  receive  a  circular  letter  from  the  Commission  1 — Yes. 

5688.  Did  you  answer  it  1 — Not  yet,  but  I  intend  to  do  so. 
Rev.  a.  L.  Geggie. 
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5689.  In  your  experience  as  a  pastor,  do  you  find  in  your  contact  wi 
that  the  drink  habit  and  the  drink  trade,  as  far  a^  they  prevail  here,  he 
similar  effects  to  what  they  have  in  Edinburgh  ? — In  what  sense  1 

5690.  Dothey  do  evil?— Certainly.      ' 

5691.  You  find  the  drink  habit  has  not  a  better  effect  here  than  then 
this  exception,  that  I  do  not  think  it  has  as  great  a  hold  of  the  people  ] 
there.     It  is  not  so  respectable  in  this  country  as  it  is  at  home. 

5692.  But  the  effects  are  the  same  in  character  1 — Yes. 

By  J/r.  Clarke  : 

5693.  Do  you  deny  or  deprive  people  who  are  not  total  abstainers  of 
of  membership  in  your  Church  1 — Certainly  not. 

5694.  Are  all  the  members  of  your  congregation  total  abstainers  %- 
like  to  say  so. 

5695.  Are  all  the  members  of  your  Church  total  abstainers  ] — I  wou 
say  so  ;  they  are  not.in  the  habit  of  abusing  themselves. 

5696.  Does  the^me  state  of  affairs  exist  throughout  Scotland  as  in  1 
I  am  a  native  of  the  border  counties,  and  that  is  the  condition  and  ther 
difficulty. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

5697.  There  was  a  great  reformation  through  the  late  Dr.  Jeffrey,  w 
— I  was  a  missionary  there  at  that  time. 

5698.  You  say  there  is  a  difficulty  in  this  community  in  obtaining  e^ 
in  common  criminal  cases  there  would  be  no  difficulty,  as  in  cases  of  \a.^ 
tainly.  i 

5699.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that  ?— To  the  law. 

5700.  In  what  way  ? — Looking  at  it  from  a  layman's  point  of  view,  if 
of  incendiarism  or  theft,  and  an  individual  did  not  inform  against  me,  he 
in  the  criminal  box. 

5701.  Oh,  no? — But  if  it  leaked  out,  he  would. 

5702.  Unless  he  was  known  to  be  particeps  criminisy  when  it  might  I 
the  officials  to  arrest  him.     What  I  ask  you  is  this  :  There  is  no  difficulty 
thing  in  the  community  in  getting  witnesses,  for  instance  to  incendiarism 
difficulty. 

5703.  The  people  come  willingly  ? — I  do  not  know. 

5704.  Do  you  not  find  the  people  unwilling  to  give  evidence  in  liq 
some  reason  or  other  ? — Yes. 

5705.  You  heard  Mr.  Lawrence's  evidence,  that  there  are  some  whc 
some  who  are  not  in  favour  of  the  enforcement  of  the  law  ? — Yes. 

5706.  Do  you  think  that  that  side  of  the  sentiment  which  is  unfavoi 
hibition,  has  an  effect  in  keeping  temperance  witnesses  back,  who  might  gi 
that  owing  to  their  sentiments  on  the  subjects,  they  do  not  care  to  be 
think  to  &  large  extent.  My  opinion  is  that  whatever  sentiment  is  in  the 
against  the  enforcing  of  the  law,  and  prohibiting  the  liquor  business,  it  it 
that  they  are  in  favour  of  the  business,  but  that  the  people  are  sick  and 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  prosecuting  the  liquor  sellers,  and  we  do  not  kno^ 
see-saw  of  events  the  liquor  party  will  be  up  and  the  temperance  people  dc 
that  is  owing  to  the  difficulties  in  the  path  in  the  enforcing  of  the  law. 

5707.  You  must  have  some  other  class  in  the  town,  besides  these  pe 
tenders ;  they  are  not  the  only  people  connected  with  the  business  in  t 
understand  the  liquor  sellers  have  given  a  statement  that  they  will  not  sel 

5708.  Where  do  these  people  sell  ? — I  understand  they  bring  it  in  an< 

5709.  Where  ;  in  the  room  at  the  hotel  ? — I  do  not  know.  My  opini 
what  it  is  worth,  but  it  is  that  they  have  a  bar-room  in  the  hotel. 

5710.  Do  you  think  the  law  should  be  amended  to  reach  such  peopl 
to  destroy  the  sale  in  the  town,  and  not  only  that  but  the  importation  int 
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il  prohibitory  law  would  do  ? — Certainly, 
should  be  a  law  making  a  man  having  intoxi- 
rn,  an  offence  1 — It  depends  altogether  on  the 

one  reason  that  would  be  given  1 — I  do  not 

nt  the  use  of  liquor  for  medicinal,  sacramental 
urch  can  do  without  it  for  sacramental  purposes, 
nfermented  wine,  but  there  are  a  number  who 
'  the  sacrament,  and  you  would  not  wish  to 

that  purpose  ? — Yes,  according  to  my  personal 

its  being  in  the  possession  of  anybody  ? — Yes, 


% 

jss  of  the  witnesses  to  give  evidence  is  largely 
jlves  were  parties  to  the  offence  ? — I  think  that 
igness  of  some,  and  a  reason  for  the  unwilling- 
3ople  think  the  liquor  business  is  disreputable, 
ly  way  connected  with  it. 


connection  with  the  enforcement  of   the  liquor 

memory   serves  me,  when   the  Scott  Act  was 

people  decided  to  make  use  of   the  prohibitory 

iculty  mooted  by  men,  I  will  not  say  friendly  to 

same  position  towards  it  as  some  of  our  fellow- 

;n  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate  and  the  License 

Stipendiary,  and  Mr.  H.  T.  Lawrence  was  the 

iras  mooted  as  likely  to  create  difficulty.     Mr. 

some  ca^es  with  the  knowledge  of   the  Town 

brought.     There  were  three   Judges   on  the 

Lconstitutional,  and  one  said  the  law  was  con- 

t  us. 

go. 

tried  to  make  amendments  in  the  law  ? — These 
inisters  banded  themselves  together,  and  two 
Ives  with  them,  and  we  petitioned  the  Local 
5sted  a  case  by  which  we  understood  the  consti- 
mined  ;  and  now,  with  some  amendments,  the 
;arry  on  a  prosecution. 
I  on  fairly  well  ? — Yes,  perhaps  so. 
ind  there  is  no  reason  for  not  carrying  out  the 
aw  under  certiorari  has  been  as  to  the  appoint- 
the  question  is  as  to  the  person  who  sold  the 
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WILLIAM  GODIN  BEACH,  of  New  Gla 
foUows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald: 

5725.  What  is  your  residence  ? — New  Glasgi 

5726.  What  is  your  calling  or  occupation  1 — 
tumblers,  dishes,  &c.   . 

5727.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  businc 

5728.  What  is  the  population  of  New  Glasg 

5729.  Is  it  a  prosperous  place  ? — Yes. 

5730.  It  is  in  the  County  of  Pictou?— Yes. 

5731.  That  is  under  the  Scott  Act  ?— Under 

5732.  It  is  under  a  prohibition  Act  ? — Yes. 

5733.  There  are  no  licenses  there  ? — No. 

5734.  Is  there  any  sale  of  liquor  ? — There  is. 

5735.  What  efforts  are  made  to  enforce  th( 
that  matter  ? — Not  so  much  in  New  Glasgow  as  i 

5736.  We  heard  of  that  from  Mr.  Ritchie 
information. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

5737.  You  employ  a  good  many  men  ? — Yes, 

5738.  Mr.  Ritchie  gave  evidence  of  the  ill-eff< 
Do  you  endorse  that  evidence? — I  did  not  he 
Ritchie  would  give  any  evidence  I  could  not  end^ 

5739.  He  stated  that  the  drink  trade  was  a 
that  they  lost  time  and  wages  by  it,  and  that  it  wi 
in  which  they  were  at  work,  and  that  the  restri< 
beneficial  eti^ects  ? — I  can  endorse  all  that,  looking 

5740.  From  a  business  point  of  view  ? — Yes. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

5741.  Is  the  sale  of  liquor  of  which  you  hav( 
sume  it  is  secret. 

5742.  You  do  not  see  it  yourself  ? — No  ;  we 
and  try  to  prevent  it.     I  cannot  say  personally  ^ 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

5743.  Do  you  think  a  prohibitory  law  passec 
carried  out  ? — I  am  not  prepared  to  give  an  opini 

5744.  Would  you  favour  such  a  law  yourseli 

5745.  Under  what  conditions? — I  believe  th« 
help  every  other  member  of  a  community. 

5746.  You  are  not  prepared  to  say  under  wh 
bers  of  the  community  would  deny  themselves  a  < 
pleasure  or  indulgence,  it  would  be  the  b«6t  thin^ 

5747.  Except  they  do  that,  do  you  think  su 
think  we  could  carry  it  out  by  law. 

5748.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  compensat 
manufacture  of  spirits  and  beer,  the  brewers  an 
passed  ? — I  am  not  prepared  to  give  an  opinion  oi 
to  do  a  business,  he  should  be  compensated  for  the  ( 
him  of  doing  that  business,  whatever  it  may  be. 

5749.  Have  you  any  experience  of  the  operj 
—No,  except  by  hearsay. 

5750.  Or  in  other  counties  than  Pictou  in  1 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MINUTES   OF   EVIDENCE,    NO 

5779.  Suppose  you  did  not  use  any  eflForts  to  k* 
the  effect  ? — If  they  got  all  the  liquor  they  wantec 
whole  thing  would  come  to  a  standstill. 

5780.  Have  you  any  idea  that  some  accident 
think  probably  three-fourths  of  the  accidents.  Wh( 
much  more  reckless  than  when  he  has  not  had  an 
when  he  has  had  no  liquor,  and  hence  the  accidents. 

5781.  You  think,  then,  it  is  well  to  prohibit  th 

5782.  Do  you  think  a  general  prohibitory  law 
one  else's  business  ? — No. 

5783.  Do  you  think  it  could  be  enforced  ? — I  d 

5784.  As  well  as  you  enforce  prohibition  on  yo 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

5785.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  lumberii 

5786.  Did  this  same  state  of  things  exist  when 
57^7.  During  that  time  you  have  had  young  m 

5788.  How  do  you  account  for  their  getting  in 
noted  for  drinking. 

5789.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  raftsmen  can  stand 
other  people,  without  it  affecting  them? — It  depe 
they  could,  I  suppose. 

5790.  Then  it  seems  to  be  an  incident  that  att 
Yes. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

5791.  You  think  a  general  prohibitory  law  cc 
cessfully  enforced  as  you  have  succeeded  in  stamp] 
men  1 — Yes,  I  think  so. 

5792.  And  you  say  about  eighty  per  cent  of  yo 

5793.  Do  you  think  if  eighty  per  cent  of  the  p< 
law  would  be  a  successful  measure  ? — I  do  not  say  ti 
ing  liquor,  but  I  do  what  I  can  to  curtail  it. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

,5794.  How  many  men  do  you  employ  in  the  ye 

5795.  What  is  abo^t  the  value  of  the  yearly 
about  $200,000. 

5796.  What  wages  do  you  pay  ? — I  could  hard] 

5797.  Do  you  think  your  men  would  drink  less 
around  your  works  ? — I  think  they  would  drink  moi 

5798.  What  is  the  ultimate  effect  of  all  this  di 
down ;  they  are  short-livers  as  a  general  thing.  1 1: 
fifteen  or  sixteen  years  who  are  totally  broken  down 
were  active,  strong  young  men. 

5799.  Do  you  think  the  wrecking  of  these  livei 
their  drinking  habits  1 — Yes. 

5800.  It  is  not  their  work  that  kills  them  ?— N 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

5801.  How  many  hours  a  day  do  they  work? — 

5802.  And  do  eighty  per  cent  of  your  men  becc 
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)N,   of  Valley  Station,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed 


>n  ? — I  am  a  bridge  builder  and  contractor. 

ley  Station  situated  ? — In  the  County  of  Colchester. 

ans  of  the  Nova  Scotia  license  law  ?— -Yes. 

)he  law  well  observed  in  that  section  of  country!— 

n  to  the  people? — When  the  people  come  to  Truro 

>r  home  with  them  ? — I  cannot  say. 

idence  of  the  previous  witness  in  regard  to  the  effect 
>n.      Are  you  an  employer  of  labour  ? — Yes,  I  work 

a.  n 

I  previous  witness  as  to  the  injurious  effect  of  the 
o  not  employ  drinking  men  at  all. 
oy  them  ? — Because  the  Government  does  not  allow 
pecification  and  conditions  of  construction  of  bridges, 

b,  prevents  my  doing  so. 

Local  Legislature  ? — A.  Yes.     [Copy  of  Nova  Scotia 


1 44  of  this  Act  reads  as  follows : — 

lors  shall  be  allowed  to  be  sold  or  used  on  the  works,  and  the 
y  every  means  in  his  power,  the  use  of  stich  by  his  men." 

Dn  in  any  contract  signed  with  the  Provincial  Grovera- 

rn,  and  I  am  in  duty  bound  to  see  that  it  is  enforced 

bhe  day, 

e  Local  Government  prohibits  the  sale  of  liquor  on 

employed  from  drinking  spirituous  liquors  1 — It  is  not 

jd  on  the  work. 

njury  may  be  done  by  them  to  the  work  ? — The  works 

er  streams,  and  of  course  it  ifi  not  safe  to  have  drinking 

I  liable  to  injure  others  as  well  as  themselves. 

r  experience,  which  is  somewhat  extensive  I  suppose 

jvernment,  that  this  is  a  wise  provision  to  be  inserted 

;al  Government  1 — Certainly. 

nd  by  the  term  drinking  man  1 — A  man  who  indulges 

I  man  who  takes  one  glass  of  beer  a  day  is  a  drinking 

se  you  could  call  him  ;  I  would  not  have  him. 

^ed  by  the  Provincial  Government  total  abstainers  J— 

ges  in  drink. 

•?  some  men  with  whose  habits  you  are  not  acquainted ! 

'.  employ  him. 

3  man  drinks  even  in  moderation,  do  you  dismiss  him  t 


►pose,  a  total  abstainer  ? — -No. 
meet  at  Yarmouth  on  August  4th. 
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YARMOUTH,  August  4th,  1892. 

The  Royal  Commission  on  the  Liquor  Traffic  met  here  this  day,  at  10  a.m..  Judge 
McDonald  presiding. 

Present  : 
Mr.  E.  F.  Clarke.  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod.  Mr.  G.  A.  Gigault. 

JAMES  BURRILL,  Mayor  of  Yarmouth,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
follows : — 

By  Judge  McDotiald : 

5823.  What  is  your  residence  ? — Yarmouth. 

5824.  What  is  your  occupation  or  calling  ]— I  am  a  merchant. 

5825.  How  long  have  you  been  Mayor  ? — Sinee  last  February. 

5826.  Have  you  had  experience  in  municipal  offices  before  that,  as  Councillor  or 
otherwise  ? — Yes. 

5827.  For  how  long  a  time  ? — Municipal  Councillor  nine  years, and  Town  Councillor 
a  little  over  a  year. 

5828.  What  is  the  difference  between  the  two  positions  1 — They  are  very  similar. 

5829.  Is  Municipal  Councillor  for  the  district  outside  the  town  ] — Within  the 
town. 

5830.  Are  both  offices  elective  ? — Yes. 

5831.  Is  the  Mayor  elective  ? — Yes. 

5832.  What  is  the  population  of  Yarmouth  ?— Between  6,000  and  6,100. 

5833.  Is  it  an  incorporated  town  1 — Yes. 

5834.  Under  the  provisions  of  the  Provincial  law  ] — Under  the  towns'  incorpora- 
tion law. 

5835.  Is  it  divided  into  wards  ? — No,  it  is  one  ward. 

5836.  How  many  Councillors  are  elected  ? — Six. 

5837.  And  these  with  the  Mayor  constitute  the  Municipal  Council  ] — They  con- 
stitute the  Board. 

5838.  How  many  years  have  you  resided  in  the  town  1 — Always. 

5839.  You  are  a  native  of  the  town  ? — Yes. 

5840.  Have  you  a  Stipendiary  Magistrate  for  the  town? — Yes. 

5841.  And  a  police  force  1 — Yes. 

5842.  How  many  members  constitute  the  force  ? — Four. 

5843.  With  whom  does  the  appointment  of  Stipendiary  rest  ? — It  rests  nominally 
with  the  Town  Council,  but  you  might  say  it  rests  with  the  Government.  He  is  a 
Stipendiary  Magistrate  during  good  behaviour. 

5844.  He  is  appointed  by  the  Government  1 — Appointed  by  the  Council. 

5845.  Any  interference  with  the  appointment  would  be  made  by  the  Government? 
— It  is  made  by  the  Town  Council  and  sanctioned  by  the  Government  by  Act. 

5846.  And  is  the  salary  paid  by  the  town  % — By  the  town. 

5847.  By  what  authority  are  the  policemen  appointed  ? — By  the  town. 

5848.  You  have  a  Town  Clerk?— Yes. 

5849.  Does  he  act  as  Clerk  of  the  Police  Court  ? — Yes. 

5850.  He  has  charge  of  the  records  of  the  municipality  ? — Yes. 

5851.  How  long  has  Yarmouth  been  incorporated? — Two  years. 

5852.  Before  that  was  it  under  county  government  ? — Under '  municipal  govern- 
ment. 

5853.  Of  what  character  ? — The  County  is  divided  into  municipalities,  the  Munici- 
pality of  Yarmouth  and  a  Municipality  of  Argyle. 
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5854.  Under  what  law  is  the  town  of  Yarmouth  at  present  in  reference  to  the  sale 
of  intoxicating  liquors  ? — Under  the  Canada  Temperance  Act. 

5855.  Commonly  called  the  Scott  Act? —Yes. 

5856.  And  the  whole  county  is  under  that  ? — Yes. 

5857.  For  how  many  years  has  that  been  in  force  1 — I  think  since  1884. 

5858.  Has  there  ever  been  any  effort  to  repeal  it  ? — No. 

5859.  Was  it  carried  by  a  large  majority  1—A  very  large  majority. 

5860.  Was  a  heavy  vote  polled  ? — Perhaps  not  as  heavy  as  has  been  polled,  but  it 
was  carried  by  a  very  large  majority. 

586 1 .  You  think  the  vote  was  a  fair  expression  of  the  views  of  thecounty  1 — Certainly. 

5862.  Can  you  give  the  Commission  any  information  as  to  whether  the  Act  has 
been  efficiently  enforced  in  this  town? — Yes,  it  has  been  enforced  so  far  as  it  can  be  enforced. 

5863.  Are  the  police  officers  charged  with  the  enforcement  of  it  ? — The  Chief  of 
Police  is  the  Inspector. 

5864.  Who  appoints  him  as  Inspector? — The  Town  Council. 

5865.  Has  he  the  assistance  of  other  officers  in  the  discharge  of  that  duty  ?— I 
presume  he  has. 

5866.  They  are  allowed  to  assist  him  ? — ^Yes. 

5867.  Has  there  been  any  other  system  adopted  by  the  Town  Council  with  a  view 
to  the  enforcement  of  the  Act? — No ;•  that  is  the  only  one. 

5868.  Have  there  been  many  prosecutions  under  it  ? — Quite  a  few. 

5869.  Any  recently  ? — Yes,  I  think  quite  recently. 

5870.  Do  you  find  that  the  enforcement  works  right  along,  or  that  at  certain  periods 
it  is  more  vigorous  than  at  other  times  ? — I  think  it  has  worked  right  along  now  for  two 
or  three  years,  but  there  were  times  previous  to  that  when  they  would  get  a  little  slack 

5871.  There  would  be  no  enforcement? — ^Yes. 

5872.  In  your  opinion,  has  it  had  the  effect  of  banishing  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquor  from  Yarmouth  ? — As  far  as  possible  under  the  Act  and  under  the  machinery 
employed. 

5873.  Are  there  any  places  in  Yarmouth  licensed  under  the  Act  for  what  are 
called  druggists'  licenses? — No;  no  licenses  are  granted  at  all. 

5874.  So  there  is  no  place  in  Yarmouth  in  which  intoxicating  drinks  can  he 
lawfully  sold  ? — Not  now. 

5875.  Any  sale  would  be  illicit  ? — Yes. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

5876.  What  do  you  mean  by  saying  the  Act  has  been  enforced  as  far  as  it  can  be? 
— So  far  as  the  machinery  of  the  law  will  allow  it  to  be  enforced.  Of  course,  you  can 
only  enforce  it  by  means  of  the  Inspector. 

5877.  Can  you  suggest  any  amendments  to  the  Act  which  would  enable  it  to  be 
more  efficiently  enforced  ? — If  you  placed  the  law  in  the  same  position  as  the  Revenue 
Law,  and  allowed  the  officers  to  be  appointed  by  the  Government,  it  would  be  more 
properly  enforced  than  at  present. 

5878.  You  would  favour  an  amendment  to  place  the  appointment  of  the  officers  to 
enforce  the  law  in  the  hands  of  the  Dominion  Government  ?— Yes. 

5879.  Is  th?re  any  reason  why  the  Provincial  Government  should  not  appoint  the 
officers  to  enforce  it  ? — No.     Probably  that  would  be  the  better  plan. 

5880.  Has  any  representation  been  made  to  the  Provincial  Government  as  to 
appointing  officers  for  the  more  efficient  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act  throughout  the 
Province  ?^-I  am  not  aware  of  any. 

5881.  The  Town  Council,  I  understand,  nominate  the  Chief  Constable  to  be  the 
Inspector  of  Licenses  ? — Yes. 

5882.  And  acting  under  your  instructions,  he  enforces  the  law,  aided  by  his  staff 
of  constables  ? — Yes. 

5883.  Dd  you  think  the  adoption  of  the  Scott  Act  has  completely  stopped  the  sale 
of  liquor  in  Yarmouth  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

5884.  Do  you  know  how  much  liquor  is  brought  in  here  every  year? — I  do  not 
James  Burrill. 
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5885.  Is  there  any  Board  of  Trade  for  Yarmouth  ? — No. 

5886.  Would  you  favour  the  enactment  of  a  Dominion  law  providing  for  the 
prohibition  of  the  importation,  manufacture  and  sale  of  liquor  ? — I  would.  , 

5887.  Do  you  think  that  could  be  efficiently  enforced  ? — I  think  it  could. 

5888.  Would  you  favour  the  payment  of  compensation  to  those  engaged  in 
distilling  and  brewing  in  such  a  case  ? — No. 

5889.  Is  there  any  reason  you  know  of  why  Municipal  Councils  throughout  the 
Province  should  not  appoint  officers  for  the  enforcement  of  the  law  ? — I  know  no 
reason  why  they  should  not. 

5890.  If  there  is  no  special  eflfort  made  to  enforce  the  law  in  other  municipalities, 
is  it  due  to  apathy,  neglect  or  negligence  1 — I  suppose  it  is  due  to  the  laxity  of  the 
parties  in  power. 

5891.  They  are  elected  by  the  people  generally  1 — Yes. 

5892.  Would  you  take  it  that  it  is  due  to  the  apathetic  public  feeling  in  regard  to 
the  matter  ? — I  think  so,  in  some  municipalities.  J\ 

5893.  You  think  that  apathy  would  be  overcome  as  to  the  enforcement  of  the  law  .  J 
generally  if  Dominion  Government  officers  were  appointed  1 — I  think  so. 

By  Mr.  Gigaidt :  \ 

5894.  Do  you  know  about  how  many  places  sell  liquor  in  this  town  ? — I  do  not. 

5895.  Is  there  much  drunkenness  here  1 — Very  little 

5896.  Are  there  no  places  where  liquor  can  be  sold  for  medicinal  purpo3es  in  this  | 
town  ? — I  think  not,  except  the  druggists,  who  are  allowed  to  sell  certain  quantities  i 
under  the  law.     There  are  none  appointed  by  the  Council  to  do  it. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

5897.  You  are  a  business  man  ? — Yes. 

5898.  Do  you  employ  many  men  ? — No. 

5899.  Have  you  done  so  at  any  time  ? — No. 

5900.  Have  you  had  means  of  observing  the  effects  of  the  drink  trade  and  drink 
habit  upon  working  men  and  upon  employees  ? — No,  very  little.  I  have  not  come  in 
contact  with  many  of  them. 

5901.  So  you  are  not  prepared  to  express  an  opinion  from  observation  or  experience 
as  to  the  effect  of  the  drink  habit  upon  employees  1 — No,  because  there  has  not  been 
enough  of  it. 

5902.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  shipping  in  Yarmouth  ? — Yes. 

5903.  A  good  many  seamen  come  in  here  ? — ^Yes,  in  the  coasting  trade. 

5904.  Have  you  been  able  to  observe  their  drinking  habits,  whether  the  drink  i 
habit  among  them  is  general  ? — I  do  not  think  the  opportunities  are  afforded  them,  but 

the  habit  amounts  to  almost  nothing. 

5905.  Are  the  seamen  who  come  here  for  the  most  part  Nova  Scotians  ? — Yes, 
largely.     They  are  employed  in  the  coasting  trade. 

5906.  It  is  said  that  a  large  proportion  of  sailors  are  very  much  addicted  to  drink- 
ing when  in  port.     Do  you  think  the  fact  that  there  is  no  legalized  sale  in  Yarmouth  is  ' 
a  benefit  to  them,  as  they  have  no  opportunities  of  drinking  ? — Certainly.                                            ' 

5907.  You  said  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  had  not  completely  stoppei  the  drink 
trade,  and  there  is  more  or  less  illicit  sale.  Do  you  think  because  there  may  be  more 
or  less  violation  of  the  law,  that  the  law  is  a  failure  ? — No,  the  law  is  not  a  failure  by 
any  means. 

5908.  Is  it  your  opinion,  all  things  considered,  that  prohibition,  such  as  Yarmouth 
has,  is  a  benefit  to  Yarmouth  ? — It  certainly  is. 

5909.  What  do  you  think  is  the  effect  of  the  drink  habit,  so  far  as  it  prevails, 
up  >n  business  generally  ? — We  have  not  enough  of  it  to  enable  me  to  say.  Our  business 
men  are  not  men  who  drink  very  much  liquor. 

5910.  What  effect  do  you  think  total  prohibition,  thoroughly  enforced,  would  have 
upon  the  business  interests  of  this  country  and  on  the  country  generally  ? — I  think  a 
very  beneficial  effect. ' 
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5911.  How  many  seamen  come  into  Yarmouth  in  the  course  of  a  year? — In  sailing 
vessels  about  6,000  persons,  in  steamers  about  the  same  number  arriving  and  departing, 
say,  about  1 2,000  come  in  and  go  away  in  the  year, 

5912.  And  there  is  very  little  drunkenness? — Very  little  indeed. 

5913.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  a  great  deal  more  if  you  had  the  traffic  licensed 
in  the  community  ? — Yes. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

5914.  You  have  spoken  of  a  certain  amount  of  illicit  sale.  Where  do  you  suppose 
the  liquor  is  got  from  ? — It  comes  by  steam-boats  and  by  rail,  principally  from  Halifax 
and  St.  John. 

5915.  And  in  such  a  way  that  it  may  be  known? — No.  I  have  seen  packages 
come,  and  you  could  not  tell  the  parties  for  whom  they  were  intended.  They  would  be 
addressed  X  Y  Z  and  so  on. 

5916.  Would  the  packages  themselves  indicate  what  was  in  them  ? — No.  The  fact 
that  they  were  marked  in  that  way  would  show  it  was  not  a  legitimate  trade,  not  Inti- 
mate eflFects  that  were  being  brought  in. 

5917.  Do  you  suppose  liquor  comes  in  packages  which  would  not  disclose  the  con- 
tents if  addressed  in  the  ordinary  way  ? — I  dare  say. 

5918.  Are  you  troubled,  or  have  you  been  at  any  time  troubled  since  the  Act  came 
into  force  by  what  is  known  as  the  walking  saloon — people  carry  bottles  round  with 
them  ? — That  is  the  trouble.     "  Bottle  pedlars  "  we  call  them  here. 

5919.  Does  that  practice  prevail  to  any  exten£  ? — Not  to  any  very  large  extent. 

5920.  Is  it  carried  on  pretty  carefully  ? —  I  think  the  majority  of  the  convictions 
are  of  that  class  of  people. 

5921.  Is  it  carried  on  with  an  attempt  at  secrecy  ? — Certainly. 

5922.  Have  you  had  an  opportunity  of  forming  an  opinion  from  observation  of  the 
kind  of  liquor  that  is  sold  in  that  way,  whether  it  is  pure  or  adulterated  ? — No,  I  do 
not  know  anything  about  it. 

5923.  Have  you  observed  the  effects  upon  people  who  have  taken  it  ? — No ;  I  know 
very  little  about  that. 

5924.  Have  you  ever  had  licenses  in  Yarmouth  ? — Not  within  my  memory. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

5925.  Has  drunkenness  increased  or  decreased  in  Yarmouth  in  the  last  ten  years? 
— I  do  not  think  it  amounts  to  very  much  any  way. 

5926.  Do  you  think  it  has  decreased  within  the  last  three  years  ? — I  think  so. 

5927.  You  say  there  are  6,000  sailors  who  come  here? — 12,000  in  and  out. 

5928.  And  you  have  had  no  difficulty  in  enforcing  the  law,  notwithstanding 
the  presence  of  sailors  ? — No. 

5929.  These  are  all  coa-ting  vessels  ? — Yes. 

5930.  Your  experience  has  been  that  notwithstanding  the  large  number  of  sailors 
coming  into  port  and  going  out,  there  is  no  serious  or  insurmountable  difficulty  in 
enforcing  the  law  ? — No. 

5931.  Do  you  think  the  same  condition  of  affairs,  under  similar  circumstances, 
would  prevail  in  other  seaport  towns  throughout  the  province  ? — I  think  so.  I  do  not 
see  any  reason  why  it  should  not  where  there  are  no  licenses  granted. 

5932.  I  mean  towns  similarly  situated  to  this,  where  no  licenses  are  granted  ?— I 
see  no  reason  why  the  law  should  not  be  enforced. 

5933.  And  if  it  is  not  enforced,  it  is  due  to  the  apathy  of  the  people  and  the 
authorities  ? — Certainly. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

5934.  Is  this  bottle  peddling  that  goes  on  done  mostly  by  strangers  or  by  people  in 
the  town  ? — By  natives  of  the  town. 

James  Burrill. 
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NATHAN  HILTON,  Stipendiary  Magistrate  of  Yarmouth,  on  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  as  follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

5935.  What  is  the  extent  of  the  district  you  take  in  as  Stipendiary  Magistrate  1 — 
The  town  of  Yarmouth  and  also  the  municipality  of  Yarmouth,  and  then  my  writs  run 
over  the  whole  county  of  Yarmouth  as  Stipendiary  Magistrate  for  the  municipality. 

5936.  How  long  have  you  held  the  office  1 — For  the  town  during  about  one  year 
and  a  half,  since  the  town  was  first  incorporated. 

5937.  Before  that  for  the  County  ? — For  perhaps  a  dozen  years.  I  have  been  a 
Mj^trate  for  40  years. 

5938.  Justice  of  the  Peace?— Yes. 

5939.  You  were  appointed  by  what  body  ? — I  was  appointed  by  the  Town  Council 
for  the  town,  by  the  Municipal  Council  for  the  municipality ;  but  the  Government  of 
Nova  Scotia,  since  I  was  appointed  by  the  town,  has  taken  over  the  right  to  appoint  the 
Stipendiary  Magistrates  themselves. 

5940.  You  hold  office  during  good  behaviour  1 — Yes  ;  I  mean  to  behave  myself 
pretty  well. 

5941.  Are  you  the  person  before  whom  charges  for  the  infraction  of  the  Scott  Act 
are  tried  ? — Yes. 

5942.  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  state  the  manner  of  procedure,  and  by  whom  the 
information  is  laid? — The  informations  are  laid  in  this  town,  and  the  prosecutions  are 
principally  confined  to  the  town ;  very  few  come  from  the  country  at  all,  though  now 
and  then  there  may  be  a  case.  The  informations  are  laid  by  the  Inspector  appointed 
by  the  Town  Council  to  enforce  the  Scott  Act. 

5943.  Do  private  individuals  ever  lay  these  informations? — I  do  not  remember  one. 

5944.  Then  after  the  information  is  laid,  a  summons  or  warrant  is  issued  and  the 
cases  are  heard  ? — Yes. 

5945.  Have  you  many  of  these  cases? — ^From  20  to  30  a  year. 

5946.  Do  you  find  any  increase  or  decrease  in  them  within  the  last  few  years  ? — 
Some  years  there  are  more  and  some  years  there  are  less.  T  am  not  quite  sure  about 
the  increase  or  decrease,  but  there  have  not  been  many  this  year  or  last  year.  I  had  not 
time  to  look  over  my  papers  further  back  than  last  year. 

5947.  Are  persons  who  are  brpught  before  you  generally  residents  or  strangers,  or 
some  of  both  ?  They  are  generally  residents,  but  I  am  glad  to  say  not  natives. 

5948.  Are  they  persons  ostensibly  engaged  in  other  business  ? — Some  keep  hotels, 
some  keep  a  kind  of  boarding  house,  some  keep  holes  around. 

5949.  In  which  you  think  there  is  not  much  business  except  this  traffic  carried  on  ? 
—I  do  not  think  so. 

5950.  Have  you  any  of  these  bottle  pedlars  of  whom  the  Mayor  spoke,  convicted 
before  you  ? — Yes,  quite  a  number,  but  they  are  getting  a  little  sick  of  it. 

5951.  You  are  interested  in  enforcing  the  law  ? — I  am  intimately  in  line  with  it. 

5952.  Do  you  find  your  officers  aid  you  in  that  matter  ? — The  present  officer,  I 
think,  is  a  whole-souled  man.  He  is  doing  his  best,  and  has  expressed  his  determination 
to  put  down  the  sale  of  intoxicating  licjuors. 

5953.  What  is  his  name? — D.  R.  Cumming. 

5954.  Have  you  behind  all  that  the  sentiment  of  the  community  in  the  discharge 
of  your  duties  in  enforcing  this  Act  ? — There  are  some  in  the  community  who  do  not 
like  it  at  all. 

5955.  But  what  is  the  sentiment  of  the  community  as  a  whole  ? — I  think  the  sen- 
timent of  the  community  is  very  largely  in  favour  of  it ;  there  are  some  of  them  who  are 
a  Uttle  sleepy. 

5956.  Some  are  more  vigorous  and  some  are  less  ? — Yes. 

5957.  Has  the  enforcement  of  the  law  here  in  the  manner  you  have  spoken  of  had 
the  effect  of  diminishing  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  ? — The  fact  is  there  always 
hate  been  persons  who  would  evade  the  law  if  possible,  any  law  which  is  like  the  license 
law.     Formerly  there  were  suits,  prosecutions  and  convictions,  and  we  kept  the  sale 
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down  as  well  as  we  could  keep  it  down.  I  may  say  that  in  the  County  of  Yarmouth, 
outside  of  the  town  itself,  there  is  very  little  selling  of  liquor.  I  do  not  know  of  any, 
and  the  people  are  largely  teetotallers. 

5958.  How  is  it  as  to  the  people  in  the  town  :  are  there  many  total  abstainers  I— 
Many  are,  probably  the  majority. 

5959.  Then  there  is  what  you  would  consider  a  healthy  sentiment  in  this  town  in 
favour  of  the  enforcement  of  the  law  ? — Yes. 

5960.  Are  the  convictions  of  which  you  have  spoken  for  drunkenness  or  for  breaches 
of  the  liquor  law  1 — For  the  sale  of  liquor. 

5961.  Do  you  have  many  offenders  before  you  for  drunkenness  ? — Yes,  some. 

5962.  How  are  these  offences  created  1  We  have  heard  in  some  places  of  "  drunk 
and  disorderly  "  and  "  drunk  and  incapable."  Does  not  your  law  make  a  distinction  ?— 
I  do  not  think  the  law  does,  and  I  do  not  much. 

5963.  How  do  you  deal  with  them  1 — All  the  drunken  people  in  the  public  streets 
I  call  drunk  and  disorderly.  I  do  not  think  they  are  orderly,  and  I  fine  them  and  send 
them  to  jail.  • 

5964.  Have  you  many  of  these  cases? — Yes.  If  I  remember  aright,  there  were 
about  30  cases  during  last  year.  There  were  150  odd  summary  convictions,  and  I 
think  thirty  or  forty  were  charged  with  being  drunk  and  disorderly  in  the  street. 

5965.  Then  how  many  were  charged  with  illicit  sale  ? — There  were  -something  like 
thirty,  and  then  as  many  more  cases  perhaps,  that  I  could  see  that  liquor  was  at  the 
bottom  of. 

5966.  Cases  of  what  nature :  assault  and  battery  1 — Yes,  and  larcenies  even. 
People  steal  under  the  influence  of  liquor,  who  would  not  steal  if  they  were  not 
under  the  influence, 

5967.  Have  you  had  any  persons  convicted  before  you  under  the  Scott  Act  for  a 
second  and  a  third  offence  ? — Yes. 

5968.  Have  you  followed  up  the  provisions  of  the  law  with  regard  to  them  ? — Yes. 

5969.  How  many  during  the  last  two  years  have  gone  to  jail  1 — Only  one. 

5970.  So  that  there  has  been  only  one  convicted  for  a  third  offence  1 — No.  But 
you  are  aware  that  the  Act  provides  for  a  good  many  first  convictions  under  certain 
circumstances :  a  certain  person  has  been  convicted,  perhaps,  more  than  three  or  four 
times  without  being  charged  with  a  tihird  ofi'ence. 

5971.  Judging  from  the  persons  brought  before  you  charged  with  drunkenness, 
have  you  formed  any  opinion  as  to  the  character  of  the  liquor  sold  ? — I  know  nothing  as 
to  the  character  of  the  liquor  they  sell,  but  I  am  told  that  they  sell  bad  stuff.  A  man 
who  was  trading  in  liquor,  and  was  beaten  down  by  the  law,  had  to  give  it  up — in  fact 
he  professed  to  be  converted  to  temperance  principles — told  me  after  that,  that  the  stuff 
they  sold  generally  cost  them  75  cents  a  gallon  ;  they  made  the  rest  of  it. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod  : 

5972.  As  to  the  number  of  drunken  persons :  you  said  the  number  was  30  or  40? 
—Yes. 

5973.  Were  any  of  those  that  are  known  as  repeaters  ?  Were  some  of  those  before 
before  you  more  than  once? — Once  or  twice  or  three  times  or  four  times  or  five  times. 
I  fined  one  yesterday  who  has  been  before  me  so  many  times  I  could  "not  undertake  to 
say  the  number,  and  he  had  the  sense  to  leave. 

5974.  Tf  there  were  30  or  40  separate  individuals,  that  would  be  less  than  one  a 
week.  And  if  there  were  30  or  40  repeaters  the  number  of  drunken  individuals  is  still 
less?  How  many  drunken  individuals  would  you  say  that  number  would  represent ?— It 
is  a  guess,  but  I  would  say  about  20. 

5975.  About  20  different  persons  have  been  before  you  for  drunkenness  in  the  course 
of  a  year  ? — Yes. 

5976.  You  stated  that  the  offences  other  than  drunkenness  were,  some  of  them  at 
least,  traceable  to  drink? — Yes. 

5977.  Can  you  tell  about  what  percentage,  or  are  there  a  few? — I  think  about  the 
same  number  as  were  charged  with  being  drunk,  say  30.  I  am  within  the  number,  I 
am  quite  certain.  * 

Nathan  Hilton. 
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5978.  You  have  had  some  experience  under  the  old  licensre  law  ? — Yes. 

5979.  Was  there  any  difficulty  in  enforcing  the  license  law? — The  same  difficulty 
that  there  is  in  enforcing  the  present  law. 

598Q.  Yarmouth  was  under  the  prohibitive  pro\dsions  of  that  law  1 — There  has\ 
never  been  a  license  in  Yarmouth.     I  am  told  there  have  been  two  or  three,  but  I  re- 
member nearly  70  years  and  I  have  been  on  the  Bench  of  Sessions  for  40  years,  and  in 
the  other  ruling  bodies  in  the  county,  and  I  never  knew  a  hcei  se  in  Yarmouth. 

5981.  You  said  concerning  public  sentiment  that  in  the  main  it  was  behind  you  ; 
that,  however,  public  feeling  was  somewhat  asleep  at  times.  Supposing  public  senti- 
ment were  not  behind  you,  would  you  do  diifferently  from  what  you  do  C-Just  what  I 
do. 

5982.  The  discharge  of  your  duty  is  not  dependent,  then,  on  public  sentiment  ? — 
Not  that  I  know  of. 

%  Mr,  Clarke  : 

5983.  If  the  local  authorities  in  other  parts  of  Nova  Scotia  acted  as  you  have 
done,  it  would  make  no  difference  whether  public  opinion  were  strongly  in  favour  of  the 
enforcement  of  the  law  or  not  ? — I  do  not  say  that. 

5984.  What  do  we  understand  1 — I  do  not  know  what  you  understand. 

5985.  You  do  not  say  that  the  reason  why  the  law  is  not  enforced  in  other  places 
is  that  public  sentiment  is  not  at  the  back  of  the  officers  1 — I  do  not  know. 

5986.  How  many  hotel  keepers  have  been  before  you  for  infraction  of  the  law 
during  the  last  three  years  ? — Two  anyway,  and  I  think  some  smaller  ones. 

5987.  What  percentage  of  the  people  are  in  favour  of  the  enforcement  of  the  law 
here  ? — Say  75  per  cent. 

5988.  What  percentage  are  apathetic  or  sleepy  ? — The  whole  community  are  sleepy 
about  it  sometimes. 

5989.  And  what  percentage  are  hostile  to  the  enforcement  of  the  law  ? — I  do  not 
know.  I  do  not  think  there  are  25  per  cent  in  favour  of  rumselling.  I  do  not  think 
20  per  cent. 

5990.  How  many  cases  came  before  you,  roughly  speaking,  in  your  Court  last 
year? — 154. 

5991.  How  many  of  these  were  for  drunkenness  ? — About  thirty  for  violation  of  the 
Canada  Temperance  Act,  fifty-two  other  offences,  cases  occasioned  by  liquor  twenty-six. 

5992.  About  half  of  the  whole  number  arose  directly  or  indirectly  from  the  use  of 
liquor? — Yes,  I  think  so. 

5993.  Has  there  been  any  decrease  under  your  administration  ? — I  do  not  know. 
We  have  always  been  fighting  the  rumsellers. 

5994.  Have  more  vigorous  efforts  been  made  during  the  last  three  years  to  enforce 
the  law? — I  do  not  think  so.  I  do  not  believe  there  was  as  vigorous  effort  made  last 
year  as  formerly. 

5995.  So  the  greater  number  of  offences — drunkenness  and  other  offences — were  on 
account  of  the  laxity  ? — I  do  not  think  it  was  scarcely  perceptible.  I  do  not  think  the 
difference  is  so  much  that  without  great  observation  and  marking  down,  oneT  would 
notice  it. 

5996.  There  were  no  licenses  issued  in  Yarmouth  for  many  years  ? — No,  not  for 
forty  years  sure,  and  I  do  not  remeu^ber  any. 

5997.  Has  drunkenness  been  steadily  decreasing  during  that  period  ? — Why,  when  I 
was  a  boy  the  old  temperance  reformation  commenced  here  and  the  people  went  into  it, 
and  they  brought  up  the  young  people  generally  to  be  temperance  people.  The  temperance 
principle  is  very  strong  in  the  County  of  Yarmouth.  When  I  was  a  boy  I  remember 
very  many  people  got  drunk — very  respectable  people.  Almost  all  the  people  were 
drunk  at  times ;  but  the  temperance  sentiment  has  been  so  pushed  into  the  people  and 
the  children,  that  is  a  generation  now  that  do  not  drink  or  favour  drinking,  much  lesa 
the  illicit  buying  or  selling  of  liquor,  and  diiinkenness  was  never  very  prevalent  for  forty 
years  in  Yarmouth,  except  now  and  then  when  there  is  a  kind  of  wave. 

5998.  Have  you  any  special  difficulty  in  dealing  with  the  sailors  who  come  into* 
Yarmouth  ? — I  do  not  have  many  sailors  before  me  except  for  running  away. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


312  ROYAL   COMMISSION   ON   THE   LIQUOR  TRAFFIC. 

5999.  You  have  no  special  difficulty  in  dealing  with  them  on  account  of  drunken- 
ness ? — No. 

6000.  When  hotel  keepers  or  keepers  of  houses  are  fined,  what  becomes  of  the 
fines  ?— The  fines  go  into  the  town  treasury. 

6001.  Do  you  know  how  much  money  has  been  paid  into  the  town  treasury  on  that 
account  during  the  last  twelve  years  ? — I  do  not  know  ;  it  was  paid  to  the  Inspector. 
It  may  have  been  $700  or  $800. 

By  Judge  McDonald :» 

6002.  Do  you  find  that  the  same  people  come  before  you  frequently  charged  with 
the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  ? — Yes  frequently,  repeatedly. 

6003.  So  that  the  cases  of  the  thirty  or  forty  convictions  for  illicit  sale  would  not 
affect  thirty  or  forty  people  ? — No. 

6004.  Just  as  you  have  referred  to  the  drunkards  themselves  ? — Yes. 

6005.  Could  you  form  any  opinion  how  many  there  are  selling  illicitly,  allowing  for 
these  people  who  are  convicted  so  many  times  over  ? — That  would  be  a  guess,  but  I 
would  say  about  half. 

6006.  So  that  there  would  not  be  more  than  twenty  distinct  individuals? — I  do  not 
think  there  are  so  many  as  that. 

6007.  Do  these  people  generally  pay  their  fine  ? — Some  of  them  do  not. 

6008.  They  go  to  jail?— Go  to  jail. 

6009.  Have  you  had  any  who  have  been  fined  more  than  once  or  twice  who  have 
paid  their  fine  ? — Yes. 

6010.  Would  you  be  inclined  to  believe  that  those  people  are  selling  a  good  deal 
one  way  or  another  ? — Yes,  considerable. 

6011.  It  makes  with  them  a  hind  of  high  license  illegally  ? — It  is  not  so  high  as  I 
wish  it  was. 

6012.  Do  you  think  there  are  any  persons  in  Yarmouth  who  make  their  living 
principally  by  the  sale  of  liquor  ? — Yej-,  I  do. 

6013.  Are  they  of  this  class  you  speak  of,  who  keep  the  hotels? — There  are  a  few 
of  them  that  I  suppose  do  not  make  a  great  deal  of  money,  but  they  tell  me  they  bring 
it  in  in  trucks  from  St.  John  to  Halifax,  and  by  the  cars. 

6014.  Are  there  any  of  those  who  are  what  might  be  called  of  higher  standing 
that  you  think  make  the  whole  or  principal  part  of  their  living  from  the  sale  of  liquor  1 
— I  am  told  there  are  one  or  two,  but  I  do  not  know.  I  am  told  one  or  two  of  the 
hotel  keepers  do  it. 

6015.  Of  the  cases  of  drunkenness,  can  you  say  that  the  majority  are  from  this 
bottle  peddling  ? — Well,  the  bottle  peddling  here,  I  am  told,  is  in  this  way.  They  have 
what  they  call  "  runners."  It  is  said  that  the  larger  houses  that  keep  liquor  employ 
one  or  two  of  these  men  to  carry  it  around  the  town  in  bottles,  and  they  are  pretty  suc- 
cessful, and  cunning,  to  see  that  they  do  not  employ  men  who  will  tell  too  much  of  the 
truth. 

6016.  Have  you  any  difficulty  with  people  coming  in,  making  a  sale  and  then 
passing  away  again  ? — Very  few  that  I  know  of. 

6017.  Have  you  known  of  any  seizure,  and  sale,  or  destruction  of  liquor  here?— 
Yes,  I  have. 

6018.  To  any  extent? — There  was  one,  I  think,  where  the  liquor  was  valued  at 
$400. 

6019.  What  did  they  do  with  it? — Destroyed  it,  poured  it  into  the  gutter  and 
broke  the  bottles. 

6020.  Do  you  know  of  more  than  one  ? — That  is  last  year,  but  in  previous  years  I  do. 

6021.  You  have  spoken  of  your  long  residence,  and  the  temperance  feeling  there 
was  from  your  boyhood's  days.     Had  you  temperance  societies  in  those  days?— Yes. 

6022.  I  suppose  they  exercised  an  excellent  influence  on  the  minds  of  the  com- 
munity, and  especially  of  those  who  were  growing  up  ? — I  know  that  was  so. 

6023.  Has  the  religious  influence  of  the  community  been  in  favour  of  the  cause  of 
temperance  during  these  years  ? — Yes. 

Nathan  Hilton. 
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6024.  Progressively  sg? — Yes. 

6025.  And  boih  these  influences  have  done  good  ? — Yes. 

6026.  How  is  it  as  to  the  temperance  societies  since  the  Act  itself  came  into  force  ? 
Are  they  carried  on  in  the  same  old  line  ? — The  old  temperance  societies  are  rflmost  all 
defunct,  and  such  societies  as  the  "  Sons  of  Temperance,"  *'  The  Good  Templars  "  and 
the  like  have  taken  their  places. 

6027.  Are  they  well  represented  ? — Yes. 

6028.  And  they  carry  on  an  active  work? — Yes. 

6029.  And  you  have  also  the  W.  C  T.  U  ? — Yes,  they  came  on  at  the  right  time. 

6030.  Do  you  find  the  young  people  join  these  societies  ? — Yes. 

6031.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  from  your  experience  in  any  of  the  cases 
brought  before  you  for  selling  liquor  illicitly,  that  there  has  been  any  perjury  ? — I  do 
not  want  to  be  cross-examined  on  that,  I  have  not  any  doubt  of  it ;  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  in  stamping  out  the  liquor  trade  in  Yarmoutli  in  a  month,  but  for  that. 

6032.  Is  that  at  all  on  the   part  of  the  people  who   are  charged,  or  is   it  by  the# 
witnesses  1 — The  people  who  are  charged,  generally  speaking,  do  not  go  on  the  stand. 

6033.  Then  it  is  done  by  persons  who  are  called  as  witnesses  ? — Yes.  They  have 
not  any  memory  in  most  cases.  There  was  a  young  man  before  me  yesterday  who  could 
remember  everything  better  than  I  could  about  anything  else,  but  when  he  came  to  the 
liquor  in  a  matter  within  two  or  three  weeks,  he  could  not  remember  whether  he  had 
got  a  bottle  or  not,  or  whether  he  got  it  from  a  certain  individual  or  not.  We  could 
not  brinsr  facts  to  his  memory  at  all. 

6034.  Have  any  persons  been  arrested  for  perjury  ? — Yes,  one. 

6035.  Since  you  were  Stipendiary  Magistrate  ?-  There  were  a  few  years  ago,  but 
not  since  I  have  been  Stipendiary  for  the  Town  of  Yarmouth. 

6036.  Taking  all  the  cases  that  have  come  before  you,  for  all  the  different  offences, 
would  the  proportion  of  these  cases  for  perjury  be  greater  in  these  liquor  cases  than  in 
others? — I  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  there  are  people  who  will  lie  in  all  kinds  of 


6037.  What  do  you  think  is  the  proportion  between  the  cases  for  illicit  sale  of  liquor 
and  the  other  summary  cases ;  do  you  think  the  proportion  in  the  liquor  cases  would  be 
less  or  greater  ? — I  think  it  occurs  more  often  in  liquor  cases. 

6038.  Have  you  ever  had  any  persons  before  you  who  have  held  what  are  called 
druggists*  licenses? — None  that  I  know  of.  The  druggists  have  certain  privileges  under 
the  Canada  Temperance  Act ;  they  can  sell  a  certain  quantity,  and  I  do  not  think  the 
druggists  here  have  sold  further  than  that. 

6039.  You  think  they  have  observed  the  law  ? — I  do  not  say  that. 

6040.  Do  you  think  they  have  ? — I  do  not  wish  to  answer. 

6041.  Have  you  any  knowledge  in  the  way  of  convictions  before  you  of  these  people  ? 
— I  would  rather  not  answer  anything  about  that.     One  of  the  druggists  was  convicted. 

6042.  Since  the  time  you  have  held  a  magisterial  position,  has  drunkenness  increased 
or  decrea.sed  ? — Of  course  the  town  has  grown  remarkably  since  that  time,  and  there  are 
people  who  come  in  from  other  places  and  other  countries.  As  to  the  natives  themselves 
b  this  country,  drunkenness  has  not  increased. 

6043.  Do  you  think  it  has  decreased  ? — The  whole  county,  when  I  was  a  young 
man,  was  deeply  imbued  with  temperance  sentiments,  and  there  was  very  little  drunken- 
ness in  the  county. 

6044.  And  that  state  of  things  has  continued  ? — Yes. 

Bi/  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

6045.  You  think  the  law  has  helped  to  continue  that  state  of  things  ? — Certainly. 
You  could  not  get  along  without  it. 

6046.  Do  you  think  the  enforcement  of  the  law  has  the  effect  of  strengthening  the 
public  sentiment  1 — Certainly,  and  the  public  sentiment  strengthens  the  law. 

6047.  Do  you  allow  men  after  they  have  b^en  fined  or  imprisoned  for  offences 
twice,  certain  liberties  in  selling  ?  Do  they  go  on  selling  because  there  have  been  finf^s 
imposed  ? — Oh,  no.     I  must  express  surprise  at  such  a  questiop  being  askeJ. 
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6048.  The  fine  or  imprisonment  you  impose  is  not  regarded  by  you  as  a  license  to 
them  to  continue  the  sale? — No,  nor  by  them  either. 

6049.  Neither  high  nor  low  license  ? — No. 

6050.  The  punishment  is  designed  to  prohibit  1 — Yes.  Sometimes  this  is  done :  a 
person  has  been  fined  whose  family  would  be  placed  in  distress  if  the  fine  were  enforced 
or  if  he  were  put  in  jail,  and  upon  his  promise  that  he  would  refrain  from  engaging  in 
the  trade  hereafter,  the  conviction  has  been  held  over  him,  and  he  has  been  told  "  If  you 
engage  in  it  again,  the  fine  will  be  collected,  or  you  will  be  imprisoned." 

6051.  Do  you  find  that  these  promises  are  kept? — Sometimes  they  are  and  some- 
times they  are  not. 

6052.  You  think  there  are  one  or  two  persons  who  make  most  of  their  living  by 
selling  liquor.  You  do  not  for  that  reason  refrain  from  enforcing  the  law  1 — I  do  not 
think  the  present  prosecutor  at  any  rate  will  avoid  prosecuting  every  case  he  is  aware 
of,  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  issue  a  writ  in  every  case. 

6053.  As  to  the  character  of  the  violators  of  the  law,  are  they  reputable  citizens  f— 
A  good  many  of  them  are  not.   . 

6054.  Does  the  law  make  perjurers,  or  is  it  the  breaking  of  the  law  that  makes 
pt  rjurers  ? — T  suppose  it  is  the  same  in  regard  to  stealing.  There  has  been  a  law  against 
stealing,  and  yet  there  are  thieves,  but  the  law  does  not  make  them  thieves. 

6055.  Are  those  who  perjure  themselves  in  these  cases,  themselves  parties  to  the 
violation  of  the  law  1 — I  suppose  they  are  as  a  rule. 

6056.  And  is  their  perjury  committed  to  screen  themselves  ? — T  suppose  the  per- 
jury is  committed  by  persons  who  want  to  go  to  the  same  place  and  get  some  more 
liquor,  and  if  they  were  to  convict  a  party  by  their  evidence,  they  could  get  no  more 
liquor  there. 

6057.  It  is  your  belief  that  the  same  persons,  for  the  most  part,  would  perjure 
themselves  if  their  interests  were  at  stake  ? — Any  time  they  were  squeezed, 

6058.  Not  that  the  law  make^  them  perjurers  ? — I  do  not  think  the  law  does. 

Bt/  Mr.  Clarke : 

6059.  Have  there  been  any  prosecutions  for  perjury  under  these  liquor  selling  cases 
since  you  have  been  Stipendiary  Magistrate  ? — Some  years  ago,  I  think  there  were. 

6060.  But  since  you  have  been  Stipendiary  for  the  town  ? — No,  not  for  the  town.  It 
is  found  to  be  very  difficult  to  convict  the  perjurer  anyway. 

6061.  Do  you  keep  a  record  of  the  number  of  times  individuals  are  before  you?— 
I  keep  a  record  of  all  the  cases  and  mark  first,  second  or  third  offence. 

6062.  Are  there  special  circumstances  heref  that  enable  you  to  enforce  the  Act 
vigorously  ? — I  do  not  know,  unless  it  be  that  the  temperance  sentiment  has  more 
influence  on  the  officers  than  they  are  aware  of. 


STEPHEN  B.  MURRAY,  of  Yarmouth,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

6063.  What  is  your  occupation  oi*  calling  % — Barrister. 

6064.  Are  you  Clerk  of  the  Municipality  ? — Yes. 

6065.  How  long  have  you  held  that  position  ? — A  year  and  a  half  last  January.  I 
am  not  Clerk  of  the  town. 

6066.  Will  you  explain  the  law  in  that  regard  ? — The  town  is  incorporated  with 
separate  offices,  and  a  separate  treasury.  Then  we  have  the  Municipeility,  which  for 
certain  purposes  includes  the  town,  but  it  consists  of  the  rural  districts. 

6067.  Then  the  rural  part  of  the  County  of  Yarmouth  is  divided  into  two  munici- 
palities ? — Yes,  Argyle  and  Yarmouth. 

6068.  Has  each  of  these  its  o\\*Vi  Municipal  Council  ? — ^Yes,  there  are  two  Municipal 
Councils. 

Nathan  Hilton.  * 
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6069.  Then  in  the  limits  of  the  county  there  would  be  three  Municipal  Councils : 
one  for  the  town,  one  for  the  municipality  of  Yarmouth,  and  one  for  the  municipality 
of  Argyle  ? — Yes. 

6070.  And  has  each  of  these  separate  officers  ? — Yes. 

6071.  And  you  are  Clerk  of  the  municipality  of  Yarmouth  ? — Yes ;  I  have  nothing 
to  do  with  Argyle  or  Yarmouth  town. 

6072.  Have  you  anything  to  do  with  the  enforcement  of  the  temperance  law  ? — 
We  have  an  inspector  appointed  by  the  Municipal  Council  at  their  annual  meeting,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  look  after  infringements  of  the  Act ;  but  since  I  have  been  in  office,  we  have 
had  no  cases  before  us. 


DUNCAN  R.  CUMMINGS,  of  Yarmouth,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
follows : —  . 

By  Judge  McDonald: 

6073.  What  is  your  calling  or  occupation? — Chief  of  Police  and  Insj)ector  under 
the  Scott  Act. 

6074.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Yarmouth  ? — About  three  months. 

6075.  Where  did  you  reside  before  that  ? — At  Liverpool,  Queen^s  County,  N.S. 

6076.  What  law  is  in  force  there  1 — The  Scott  Act. 

6077.  How  is  it  observed  in  thatj  section  of  the  country  ? — I  was  appointed  Police 
Constable  there  in  March,  1891.  The  people  could  not  enforce  the  Act  without  a  police- 
constable,  and  I  was  appointed  for  that  purpose,  to  keep  order  and  serve  the  papers. 
They  could  not  get  a  constable  to  serve  the  papers. 

6078.  Why  not  ? — They  were  not  paid  yearly. 

6079.  They  were  ordinary  constables  ■?— Yes. 

6080.  How  did  you  find  the  situation  after  you  were  appointed  ? — There  were  a 
number  of  warrants  that  could  not  be  served,  and  commitments,  when  I  went  there. 
I  had  about  eleven  of  them  ;  they  formed  my  first  work,  and  I  went  through  the  whole 
of  them, 

6081.  You  were  able  to  find  the  people] — ^Yes,  I  found  them,  and  those  who  did 
not  pay  were  committed  to  jail. 

6082.  From  that  time  were  you  engaged  in  the  duties  of  a  police  constable  ? — ^Yes. 

6083.  Did  you  find  any  difficulty  in  enforcing  the  law  there  ? — Not  much  ;  I  was 
able  to  serve  the  papers  and  collect  the  fines,  or  imprison  the  parties. 

6084.  What  is  the  population  of  Liverpool  ?— 2,000  or  3,000. 

6085.  What  kind  of  business  is  followed  there  ? — It  is  a  seaport  town. 

6086.  Are  there  a  great  many  fishermen  there  1 — Yes,  and  sailors. 

6087.  Outside  of  them,  is  there  a  farming  population  ? — Yes. 

6088.  Were  there  many  persons  engaged  in  the  sale  of  liquor  there,  or  only  a  few] — 
It  was  reported  that  there  were  24  selling  when  I  went  there. 

6089.  Had  that  all  ceased  before  you  left  1 — When  I  left  there  was  only  one  that 
we  could  notice,  and  that  was  done  by  an  agent  going  outside  with  a  bottle.  There  were 
no  bar-rooms  to  my  knowledge. 

6090.  Did  you  notice  a  decrease  of  drunkenness  during  that  time  ? — Yes. 

6091.  Do  you  know  how  it  is  now  1 — I  cannot  say. 

6092.  By  whom  were  you  appointed  police  constable  ? — By  the  Municipal  Council. 

6093.  Is  it  an  incorporated  town  1 — No. 

6094.  Had  you  the  aid  of  the  Municipal  authorities  in  the  discharge  of  your  duty  ? — 
Yes. 

6095.  They  backed  you  up  % — Yes,  every  time. 

6096.  So  that,  in  your  opinion,  in  that  section  of  Queen's  County  of  which  you  speak, 
that  was  the  reason  why  the  Act  was  fairly  enforced  while  you  were  there  ? — Yes. 

6097.  It  was  owing  to  your  doing  your  duty  ? — The  Inspector  and  the  policemen. 

6098.  There  was  an  Inspector  besides  1 — Yes. 
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6099.  And  you  both  did  your  duty  ?— Yes. 

6100.  And  it  had  that  effect  ?— Yes. 

6101.  You  have  been  Chief  Constable  here  for  three  months  and  also  Inspector?— 
Yes. 

6102.  Were  you  brought  here  for  the  purpose  of  being  appointed  Chief  of  Police  I— 
Yes. 

6103.  Have  you  found  any  sale  of  liquor  going  on  here  1 — Yes. 

6104.  Have  you  made  an  honest  effort  to  suppress  it? — Yes. 

6105.  Have  you  been  successful  in  doing  that] — I  think  so. 

6106.  Do  you  think  there  is  less  sale  of  liquor  here  now  than  when  you  camel- 
Yes,  1  am  sure  there  is. 

6107.  It  has  diminished  during  your  three  months*  term  of  office? — Yes. 

6108.  Is  it  your  duty  to  lay  the  informations? — Yes. 

6109.  And  you  keep  a  quick  eye  on  what  is  going  on? — Yes. 

6110.  Does  your  duty  require  you  to  be  patrolling  the  town? — Yes. 

6111.  All  the  time  you  can,  I  suppose? — Yes. 

6112.  Has  the  selling  been  done  secretly  or  openly?  Have  you  ever  been  able  to 
make  up  your  mind  at  once  that  certain  people  were  engaged  in  selling  ? — They  were 
doing  it  secretly,  but  I  found  them  out. 

6113.  Have  you  any  trouble  with  bottle  pedlars  ? — Yes. 

6114.  Do  they  sell  openly  on  the  street  or  in  retired  corners  ? — In  retired  comers. 

6115.  How  do  the  people  who  buy  know  of  them? — I  cannot  say. 

6116.  Those  who  wish  to  deal  with  them  find  them  out  somehow,  and  get  into 
corners  to  buy  from  them  ? — Yes. 

61 17.  Is  there  any  sale  of  liquor  in  Yarmouth  now  ? — Yes. 

6118.  Is  it  of  a  secret  character  ? — Yes. 

6119.  If  not,  you  would  soon  lay  your  hand  upon  it,  I  suppose  ? — Yes. 

6120.  Were  you  personally  acquainted  with  this  community  before? — I  was  never 
here  before. 

6121.  >So  you  do  not  know  what  the  character  of  these  people  has  been  before  this 
time  ?— No. 

B^  Rex\  Dr.  McLeod: 

6122.  What  class  of  people  buy  of  the  bottle  pedlars? — What  you  would  call  the 
poor  class. 

6123.  Men  who  have  the  drink  habit  anyway  ? — Yes. 

6124.  Which  do  you  think  the  more  dangerous,  the  bottle  sellers  or  the  hotel  bars? 
— The  bottle  sellers. 

6125.  They  do  more  harm  in  the  community  ? — Yes. 

6126.  Would  they  be  more  likely  to  attract  young  men  who  have  not  contracted 
the  drink  habit  than  the  hotel  bars  ? — I  could  not  answer  that.  I  never  saw  umch  of 
the  bottle  business  till  I  came  here. 

6127.  Do  you  think  that  people  who  have  not  yet  learned  to  drink  find  out  the 
bottle  sellers  and  buy  from  them  ? — No. 

6128.  Or  are  they  for  the  most  part  men  who  are  drinkers  and  determined  to  get 
drink  ? — There  are  men  in  this  town  who  are  bound  to  drink,  and  they  get  it  in  this 
way,  because  they  cannot  get  it  in  the  hotels. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

6129.  Do  you  think  liquor  cannot  be  obtained  in  the  hotels  ? — I  think  it  can  be. 
613  J.  Do  you  say  these  people  can  get  it  ?  —I  do  not  think  that  class  can 'get  it. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

6131.  If  the  trade  were  licensed  do  you  think  this  bottle  selling  would  goon?— I 
do  not  think  so 

6132.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  well  to  license  these  bottle  sellers? — I  do  not 
Duncan  R.  Cumminos. 
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By  Mr,  Clarke  r 

6133.  Do  you  say  the  bottle  sellers  would  ply  their  trade  if  there  was  a  license 
trade  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

6134.  Before  your  appointment  as  Constable  for  Liverpool,  was  there  a  License 
Inspector  there  *? — Yes. 

6135.  Did  he  hold  office  concurrently  with  you  ? — He  could  not  get  his  work  done 
for  want  of  a  constable. 

6136.  Notwithstanding  there  being  a  License  Inspector  there,  there  were  20  odd 
places  where  liquor  was  sold  in  Liverpool  ? — Yes. 

6137.  And  upon  your  appointment  you  were  able  to  serve  the  papers,  execute  the 
warrants  and  break  up  the  traffic  1 — Yes. 

6138.  And  you  have  been  equally  successful  here? — Yes. 

6139.  How  do  you  account  for  the  fact  that  notwithstanding  there  was  an  officer 
appointed  by  the  proper  authorities  in  Liverpool,  he  was  not  successful  ? — He  could  not 
get  his  papers  served  by  the  county  constables  as  they  were  not  salaried. 

6140.  If  officers  were  appointed  by  Provincial  or  Dominion  Government  through 
the  Province,  do  you  think  the  law  would  be  more  efficiently  enforced  ? — Not  if  I  had  to 
enforce  it. 

6141.  Generally,  are  local  influences  brought  to  bear  on  the  local  officers  ] — Yes, 
influences  were  brought  to  bear  on  the  Inspector.  Politics  sometimes  come  in  to  hinder 
the  Inspector. 

6142.  Would  not  politics  come  in  if  the  appointments  were  made  by  the  Dominion 
or  Provincial  authorities  ? — I  think  they  would. 

6143.  Then  yoy  think  the  appointment  by  them  would  not  do  any  good  ? — It  might 
in  some  cases,  but  in  others  it  might  hinder  the  work  of  the  officials. 

6144.  If  the  people  who  elect  the  Town  Councillors  and  the  Mayor  were  extremely 
desirous  of  having  the  law  enforced,  would  they  permit  politics  to  interfere  in  elections, 
and  men  to  be  returned  to  the  Council  who  would  not  be  particular  whether  the  law 
was  enforced  or  not  1 — It  has  been  so  in  Queen's  County.  Politics  have  interfered 
with  the  prosecutions. 

6145.  And  other  matters  have  been  considered  of  greater  importance  than  the  en- 
forcement of  the  liquor  law  ? — Yes. 

By  Mr.  Gigault  : 

6146.  Were  you  appointed  Chief  of  police  because  the  old  policeman  died  ? — He 
resigned. 

6147.  Were  the  Council  satisfied  with  the  previous  Chief  Constable  ? — I  understood 
they  were  not  satisfied. 

6148.  Were  liquors  sold  in  many  places  in  this  town  when  you  arrived  here? — I 
coald  not  say,  except  that  there  were  bottlers,  they  were  all  strangers  to  me,  and  there- 
fore it  was  harder  for  me  to  find  them  out.  As  I  got  acquainted,  I  was  able  to  detect 
the  business. 

6149.  Have  you  a  right  to  enter  houses  where  you  suspect  liquor  to  be  sold  ? — I 
could  not  answer  that  question  very  well. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

6150.  How  many  officers  have  you  under  you  in  the  police  force  ?  —Three  policemen. 

6151.  Give  us  their  names  ? — John  W.  Holmes,  sergeant,  James  McMillan,  Alex- 
ander Shaw. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

6152.  They  are  not  on  duty  in  the  day  time  ? — Not  unless  called  ;  we  are  all  out  at 
night. 
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HIRAM  GOUDY,  Town  Clerk  of  Yarmouth,  on  being  duly  swom,  deposed 
as  follows : — 

,  By  Judge  McDonald  : 

6153.  Do  you  as  Town  Clerk  also  act  as  Clerk  of  the  Police  Court? — No,  but  as 
Clerk  of  the  Municipal  Court,  and  I  have  some  business  with  the  Police  Court. 

6154.  Do  you  keep  the  records? — The  Stipendiary  keeps  the  records.  He  reports 
his  doings  to  the  Council. 

6155.  Are  you  Town  Treasurer  ? — Yes. 

6156.  Are  the  fines  which  are  collected  for  infringement  of  the  Canada  Temperance 
Act  paid  to  you  ? — Yes. 

6157.  Can  you  state  how  much  has  been  paid  during  the  last  year  ? — About  $400, 
as  far  as  I  can  remember. 

6158.  And  the  year  before  that? — I  cannot  tell  that ;  it  was  under  the  Municipal 
Government. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod : 

6159.  Is  that  J5400  the  whole  amount  of  the  fines  collected  in  that  court  during 
that  year  ? — That  is  aboul,  the  total  amount. 

6160.  What  proportion  of  that  is  made  up  of  fines  for  drunkenness? — It  is  princi- 
pally made  up  by  fines  for  drunkenness  and  violations  of  the  liquor  laws.  That  is  very 
nearly  the  whole  amount. 

6161.  Would  the  records  show  how  much  there  is  for  drunkenness,  and  how  much 
for  violation  of  the  liquor  laws  ? — I  think  so. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

6162.  Do  you  issue  a  printed  statement  each  year  showing  the  difierent  people 
who  are  brought  before  you,  and  the  oflences  with  which  they  are  charged  ? — We  have 
not  yet. 


SANDFORD  H.  PELTON,  of  Yarmouth,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald: 

6163.  What  is  your  occupation  or  calling? — Barrister  and  Queen^s  Counsel. 

6164.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Yarmouth? — Twenty-five  years  next 
November. 

6165.  Have  you  had  any  connection  with  the  administration  of  the  Canada 
Temperance  Act? — I  have  been  acting  as  attorney  for  prosecutions  ever  since  the 
Cau£ida  Temperance  Act  was  brought  into  force  in  the  county  of  Yarmouth. 

6166.  How  long  ago? — In  May  or  August,  1884,  the  proclamation  was  made. 

6167.  You  have  had  the  conduct  of  cases  before  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate!— 
Yes. 

6168.  Who  does  the  county  business  ? — It  is  the  same  Stipendiary  for  the  town 
and  the  municipality. 

6169.  Do  your  duties  carry  you  to  the  Argyle  district? — Yes,  nearly  all  the  prose- 
cutions go  before  the  same  Magistrate,  who  has  jurisdiction  over  the  whole  county  under 
a  special  Act. 

6170.  So  you  are  official  prosecutor  for  the  whole  county? — Yes. 

6171.  How  long  have  you  held  that  position? — For  over  twenty-four  years.  I 
conducted  the  liquor  prosecutions  under  the  old  License  Act  also. 

6172.  There  were  no  licenses  under  that  Act? — None. 

6173.  Have  you  found  that  the  law  is  efficiently  enforced  in  the  County  of  Yar- 
mouth ? — I  think  it  is  quite  efficiently  enforced. 

Hiram  Goudy. 
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6174.  As  efficiently  as  it. can  reasonably  be? — Yes,  with  its  present  provisions. 

6175.  Are  there  any  amendments  that  you  would  suggest  to  the  Act? — Yes,  I 
think  the  imprisonment  is  not  commensurate  with  the  fine.  That  is  for  the  second 
offence  the  fine  is  $100,  and  the  imprisonment  is  only  two  months.  I  think  it  should 
be  longer. 

6176.  How  long  do  you  think  ? — I  would  double  it  at  least.  I  have  found  that 
very  many  persons  who  have  been  convicted  would  rather  go  to  jail  and  spend  two 
months  there  than  pay  the  $100  fine,  especially  as  no  hard  labour  is  imposed. 

6177.  Would  you  add  hard  labour  ? — Yes. 

6178.  I  suppose  hard  labour  in  the  jail§  is  nominal  at  any  rate  ? — It  is  not  in 
Yarmouth.  Some  noted  criminals  who  have  been  in  jail  in  Yarmouth  hare  said  they 
would  rather  be  in  the  penitentiary. 

6179.  Are  there  any  other  amendments  you  would  suggest? — Yes.  There  is  diffi- 
culty in  proving  a  second  offence,  in  this  way  :  that  by  the  decision  of  our  Supreme 
Court,  you  cannot  convict  the  defendant  of  a  second  offence  unless  he  is  present  to  be 
asked  whether  he  has  been  convicted  of  the  previous  offence  or  not,,  and  when  he  is 
summoned  and  does  not  attend,  it  is  difficult  to  prove  it.  I  would  have  some  identifica- 
tion of  course,  but  I  think  it  is  an  unnecessary  provision. 

6180.  Are  you  aware  that  the  gentleman  who  represents  this  county  in  the 
Dominion  Parliament  introduced  some  amendments  at  the  last  session  ? — Yes ;  but  they 
did  not  touch  this  question. 

6181.  Are  there  any  other  amendments  you  would  suggest  ? — These  are  the  principal 
ones  I  think  of. 

6182.  Are  there  any  in  regard  to  the  appointment  of  the  officers  who  would  enforce 
the  Act  ?  Would  you  prefer  that  being  left  to  the  local  authorities,  as  the  administra- 
tion of  other  laws  is  left,  or  would  you  have  this  specially  administered  ? — Speaking  for 
Yarmouth  town  and  county,  I  would  prefer  the  appointment  by  the  local  municipal 
authorities  from  our  experience. 

6183.  Taking  the. county  as  a  whole,  you  think  there  has  been  an  efficient  enforce- 
ment of  the  Act  ? — Yes,  a  very  efficient  enforcement  of  temperance  legislation  for  the 
last  twenty-four  years. 

6184.  Have  you  had  the  temperance  sentiment  of  the  community  with  you  ? — I 
think  so. 

6185.  Is  that  a  very  valuable  aid  to  an  officer  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties? — No 
doubt  it  is.     It  encourages  the  officer  and  deters  people  from  violating  the  law. 

6186.  From  your  experience,  do  you  think  in  any  county  in  Nova  Scotia  where  the 
Act  is  in  force,  it  can  be  efficiently  eiiorced,  if  the  authorities  do  their  duty  ? — I  think 
so  in  any  county  in  the  province. 

6187.  You  do  not  think  there  are  local  reasons  in  Yarmouth  that  would  not  exist 
in  other  counties  1 — I  do  not  say  that.  I  think  local  sentiment  helps  the  enforcement 
here,  but  notwithstanding  that,  I  think  the  Scott  Act  could  be  efficiently  enforced  in 
any  county. 

6188.  Have  you  any  knowledge  to  enable  you  to  account  for  the  non- enforcement 
in  other  counties? — No ;  I  can  only  account  for  it  by  want  of  vigorous  prosecution  of 
the  Act. 

6189.  You  heard  a  witness  speak  of  the  difficulty  in  the  county  in  which  hb  lived, 
that  municipal  politics  helped  to  prevent  the  Act  being  enforced  ? — Yes. 

6190.  Do  you  think  that  difficulty  may  exist  in  other  sections? — Yes,  there  may 
be  a  very  prominent  supporter  of  one  party  or  the  other  who  deals  in  liquor.  I  cannot 
say  of  my  own  knowledge.     It  does  not  exist  in  YarmoiTth. 

6191.  And  in  Yarmouth  we  have  had  evidence  as  far  back  almost  as  the  memory 
of  living  man  can  •go,  that  temperance  has  been  the  sentiment  and  total  abstainers 
have  been  the  majority  of  the  people,  and  that  the  temperance  societies  were  existing 
from  the  earliest  days  ? — Yes. 

6192.  And  is  your  experience"  that  the  temperance  societies  keep  up  their  work  ? — 
Yes. 

6193.  They  are  not  allowed  to  lag  behind  because  the  Act  is  in  force? — I  think 
sometimes  they  are  more  active  than  at  other  times. 
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6194.  And  are  the  young  people  taking  part  in  this  work  ? — Yes,  they  are  joining 
the  societies.  I  might  state  that  while  there  have  been  a'  number  of  attempts  made  to 
set  aside  the  convictions  during  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act,  only  one  conviction 
has  been  set  aside  out  of  ail  we  obtained  here,  and  that  was  because  the  Supreme  Court 
took  a  different  view  of  the  evidence  from  that  taken  by  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 

6195.  Will  you  give  in  writing  any  other  suggestions  as  to  amendment  of  the  Act? 
— There  might  be  some  amendments  to  simplify  the  procedure  and  do  away  with 
technical  objections  which  are  often  taken.  I  am  also  what  you  would  call  in  Ontario 
the  County  Crown  Attorney,  and  my  experience  is  that  it  is  harder  to  frame  a  charge 
under  the  Summary  Conviction  Act  than  to  bring  an  indictment  for  a  more  serious 
offence. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  :  , 

6196.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  you  would  not  favour  the  appointment  of 
officials  by  Provincial  or  Dominion  authorities  ? — So  far  as  Yarmouth  is  concerned,  I 
would  personally  favour  the  appointment  by  the  local  authorities. 

6197.  Do  you  know  circumstances  in  other  parts  of  the  province  which  would 
render  the  appointment  of  officials  by  the  local  authorities  not  as  satisfactory  as  in 
Yarmouth  f — I  do  not  know  very  much  about  the  practice  in  other  counties. 

6198.  A  good  deal  of  evidence  has  been  given,  and  many  of  the  witnesses 
examined  have  given  their  opinion,  that  if  Provincial  or  Dominion  officials  were 
appointed  they  would  be  free  from  those  local  influences  which  are  now  said  to  interfere 
with  the  enforcement  of  the  law  ? — I  think  political  considerations  would  be  more  apt 
to  interfere  with  appointments  by  the  Provincial  or  Dominion  Governments. 

6199.  You  think  it  would  be  better  to  leave  the  appointments  to  the  municipal 
authorities  ? — That  is  my  opinion. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod  : 

6200.  What  is  your  belief  as  to  a  general  prohibitory  law,  a  law  prohibiting  the 
manufacture  and  importation  as  well  as  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  ?  Could  it  be  as 
easily  enforced  as  the  local  law  ? — I  believe  it  could  be  more  easily  enforced  to-day  than 
the  Canada  Temperance  Act. 

6201.  What  are  your  reasons  for  saying  so?^— It  is  much  more  difficult  for  the 
officers  to  prevent  the  sale  and  distribution  of  liquor  after  it  gets  into  the  conmiunity 
than  it  would  be  to  prevent  its  being  brought  in. 


ANGUS  J.  McALLUM,  of  Yarmouth,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
follows : — 

By  Judge  McDoTudd : 

6202.  What  is  your  occupation  or  calling  ? — Druggist. 

6203.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Yarmouth  ? — Between  six  and  seven  years, 

6204.  Have  you  any  license  under  the  Scott  Act  for  the  sale  of  liquors  ? — Merely 
the  privilege  given  under  the  Act  bo  druggists  to  sell  for  medicinal  and  mechanical  pur- 
poses. 

6205.  And  for  sacramental  purposes  ? — Yes. 

6206.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  here? — From 
observation,  just  as  others  would  know. 

6207.  Have  you  any  personal  knowledge  of  it  ? — Yes.  ^ 

6208.  In  what  way  ?-  I  was  indicted  3  or  4  years  ago. 

6209.  For  what?— For  selling  illegally. 

6210.  You  need  not  state  with  what  result? — The  result  was  a convictidn.  When 
I  appeared  in  court  I  found  a  man  giving  evidence  on  the  stand  whom  I  never  saw 
before,  and  I  never  heard  of  his  l)eing  in  town,  and  I  did  not  know  he  was  in  existence. 

Sandford  H.  Pelton. 
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He  swore  that  on  two  occasions  he  bought  a  bottle  of  rum  and  paid  a  dollar  for  it  each 
time  in  my  store.  I  contradicted  it.  In  fact  I  had  not  any  rum,  and  had  not  had  any 
kind  of  liquors  in  my  store  for  some  .time.  I  had  him  arrested  for  perjury,  and  on  the 
trial  he  acknowledged  he  had  been  tampered  with.  In  fact  he  had  been  offered  $10  to 
give  this  evidence,  and  he  stated  he  had  never  been  in  my  store  but  once  and  that  was 
to  get  a  newspaper. 

621 1.  What  was  the  result  of  his  trial  ? — It  was  tampered  with  and  brought  so 
that  it  never  came  to  .much.  It  was  carried  to  the  Supreme  Court.  He  was  used  I 
believe  as  a  "  stop  witness "  at  the  time.  He  had  evidently  been  there  three  or  four 
times  before.  In  the  first  indictment  there  was  a  slight  mistake  in  the  papers,  enough 
to  throw  it  out,  a  mistake  of  a  date,  a  mistake  of  a  month. 

6212.  What  was  the  result  ? — The  result  was  that  he  got  clear. 

6213.  How  long  have  you  been  a  druggist? — Eighteen  or  twenty  years. 

6214.  Do  you  know  whether  people  who  use  intoxicants  ever  resort  to  anything 
else  than  alcoholic  liquors  or  fermented  liquors  'i — I  believe  so,  in  some  cases. 

6215.  Have  you  any  personal  knowledge  of  it  ? — I  have  only  a  suspicion. 

6216.  What  suspicion  1 — From  buying  and  hearing  of  their  doing  so,  and  in  one 
case  a  man  said  to  me  he  preferred  bay  rum  to  whisky. 

6217.  Do  you  know  of  chloral  or  any  other  substance  of  that  kind  being  used  in 
this  community  1 — I  would  have  no  way  of  knowing  that  particularly  1 — In  making  up 
a  prescription,  that  would  be  the  end  of  it  with  me. 

6218.  Is  chloral  uSed  in  making  up  prescrioMons  1 — Frequently. 

%  Mr.  Clarke  : 

6219.  Is  bay  rum  used  in  that  way  1 — Only  for  external  use,  in  baths  and  so  on. 
By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod  : 

6220.  Your  case  was  appealed  to  the  Supreme  Court  1 — Yes. 

6221.  Was  it  sustained  ? — Yes,  without  evidence. 

6222.  In  the  case  of  the  man  who  was  indicted  for  perjury,  did  the  trial  proceed 
to  an  end  ? — Yes. 

6223.  Was  he  acquitted  or  convicted  1 — ^Yes,  to  the  extent  that  it  was  thrown  out 
in  these  two  ways. 

6224.  Was  he  tried  1 — I  think  he  never  was  tried. 

By  Mr.  Gigavlt : 

6225.  Do  you  believe  there  is  a  good  deal  of  illicit  selling  in  Yarmouth  ? — I  think 
tiiere  is  probably  considerable  of  it. 

6226.  Has  it  increased  or  decreased  in  late  years  ? — I  do  not  see  much  difference. 
I  am  not  much  about  the  streets,  but  I  am  generally  in  my  place  of  business. 

6227.  Is  there  a  good  deal  of  drunkenness  in  Yarmouth  I^Not  very  much, 

6228.  Is  there  any  increase  or  decrease  in  the  drunkenness  1 — I  do  not  imagine 
there  is  much  one  way  or  other,  from  my  observation. 

6229.  When  you  sell  liquors  for  medicinal  purposes  do  you  sell  on  a  physician's 
certificate  ? — Certiunly. 

6230.  Do  you  sell  them  often? — Yes.  Sometimes  a  day  or  two  will  go  by  without 
any,  and  sometimes  there  are  two  or  three  prescriptions  in  a  day. 


21—21 
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THOMAS  DANE,  of  Port  Maitland,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  fol- 
lows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald: 

6231.  What  is  your  occupation  or  calling? — Grentleman. 

6232.  How  long  have  you  resided  there  ? — About  2  years. 

6233.  Where  did  you  reside  before  that  1 — In  Yarmouth,  x^hich  is  my  native  place. 

6234.  Have  you  had  any  experience  of  the  working  of  the  Scott  Act  further  than 
as  a  citizen  % — As  a  citizen. 

6235.  In  no  official  character  ? — No. 

By  Rev,  Di\  McLeod  : 

6236.  You  have  a  somewhat  extended  recollection  of  Yarmouth  town  and  county  t 
— I  have. 

6237.  For  how  many  years? — Nearly  70  years.  I  am  81  years  old,  and  my  sight ia 
as  good  as  when  I  was  a  boy.  I  have  never  used  glasses,  and  I  have  not  a  gray  hair  inmy 
head. 

6238.  Will  you  give  us  a  statement,  briefly,  of  the  condition  of  things  as  to  the 
drink  habit  65  or  70  years  ago  and  now? — Sixty-five  years  ago  I  joined  the  Temperance 
Society,  the  first  one  that  was  formed  in  the  province. 

6239.  Was  the  drink  habit  very  general  65  years  ago? — It  was. 

6240.  Did  all  classes  of  people  drink  ? — Not  quite  so  much  as  in  years  previous  to 
that.     There  has  been  a  decline  in  that  habit  since  70  years  ago,  right  along. 

6341.  There  has  been  a  steady  decline? — Yes,  and  more  particularly  after  the 
temperance  organization  was  formed  in  this  county. 

6242.  From  your  observation  of  the  people  of  the  county  in  these  late  years,  what 
can  you  say  as  to  their  drinking  habits  ? — They  have  vastly  improved ;  there  is  scarcely 
any  percentage  of  the  drinking  habits  that  existed  years  and  years  ago. 

6243.  Is  there  one-tenth  ? — No,  not  a  tenth. 

6244.  And  you  attribute  the  change,  to  what  ? — To  the  force  of  the  temperance 
institutions  of  different  kinds  ? 

6245.  To  temperance  teaching  ? — Yes. 

6246.  Do  you  attribute  it  in  any  degree  to  temperance  laws  :  have  they  helped  in 
any  degree  ? — Yes  ;  lately,  I  think,  the  Scott  Act  has  been  quite  an  assistance. 

6247.  Do  you  think  the  effects  of  temperance  teaching  would  have  been  as  marked 
had  there  not  been  temperance  laws  to  help  ? — I  hardly  think  so. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

6248.  Has  there  been  a  marked  decrease  in  drunkenness  in  the  last  10  years?— 
Marked,  but  not  remarkable.  I  have  taken  considerable  interest  in  the  temperance 
reform  movement,  and  there  has  been  considerable  advance  under  the  Scott  Act. 

6249.  I  do  not  think  an  examination  of  the  statistics  will  show  a  very  marked 
decrease  during  the  last  10  years  ? — No,  because  there  is  no  necessity  to  show  it. 

6250.  Has  the  decrease  been  confined  to  those  countries  where  there  has  been 
prohibition  largely  and  prohibitory  legislation  in  force  ? — I  think  it  has. 

6251.  Drunkenness  is  not  so  fashionable  as  it  was  50  or  60  years  ago? — No,  tiiere 
is  scarcely  a  professional  drunkard*  in  the  country. 

6252.  But  the  Scott  Act  has  been  only  10  or  12  years  in  force?— Yes,  but  it  has 
given  authority  to  the  temperance  people  for  their  associations. 

6253.  Have  you  had  any  experience,  outside  of  Yarmouth,  as  to  the  enforcement  of 
the  law  ?— No. 

6254.  You  do  not  know  how  it  is  enforced  in  the  other  parts  of  the  province  I— 
No,  except  through  the  medium  of  the  newspapers  and  the  reports. 

By  Judge  McDorudd : 

6255.  In  1874  when  the  Act  was  passed,  and  for  years  before  that,  had  there  been 
a  strong  temperance  sentiment  in  this  community  ? — Very  strong. 

Thomas  Dane. 
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6256.  So  that  no  licenses  were  issued  ?  Are  there  any  temperance  so< 
Maitland  ? — Yes. 

6257.  You  did  not  allow  the  passing  of  the  Scott  Act  to  influence  th 
by  the  temperance  societies? — No,  they  are  just  the  same  as  ever. 

6258.  What  is  the  population  of  Port  Maitland  t- 300  or  400 ;  but 
nucleus  of  the  temperance  organization.  The  first  total  abstinence  pledg 
and  formed  there,  and  the  temperance  sentiment  is  the  more  marked  there 
it  was  the  most  cLrunken  place  you  could  conceive.  It  was  in  the  most  aw 
There  is  now  a  man  there,  60  or  70  years  old,  who  does  not  know  the  U 
Within  22  miles  of  that  place  there  could  not  be  found  a  drinker  or  a  dro] 

6259.  The  movement  in  the  locality  where  you  live  commenced  60  or 
by  the  voluntary  action  of  the  people  of  the  community  themselves  ? — YeJ 

6260.  Some  of  whom  had  been  ? — Terrible  drunkards.  Everybody  c 
time. 

6261.  Who  became  convinced  of  the  evils  of  drunkenness  and  bande 
together  with  their  neighbours  to  put  a  stop  to  it  1 — Yes. 

6262.  And  the  sentiment  has  grown  since  ? — Yes.  Then  temperance 
been  formed,  and  the  Sons  of  Temperance  and  the  Good  Templars  have  cor 
Women's  Christian  Temperance  Union  and  other  societies.  The  people 
are  rather  poor,  but  they  are  very  industrious,  temperate  and  sober,  and 
their  houses  are  neatly  furnished.  They  all  have  horses  and  carriages,  but 
seems  to  be  so  remarkably  small  that  this  can  hardly  be  understood ; 
through  their  temperance  habits.  They  are  also  remarkably  moral.  I  ] 
over  half  the  world,  through  the  cities  of  Europe  and  the  States,  and  I  ha^ 
people  such  as  they  are  in  this  country.  They  are  the  most  moral  and  ten 
found. 

6263.  In  the  county  of  Yarmouth  ? — Yes. 

6264.  And  in  Port  Maitland  ? — They  could  not  be  bought. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod  : 

6265.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  people  of  Yarmouth  County,  what 
as  to  the  public  sentiment  concerning  a  general  prohibitory  law,  which  v 
the  importation  and  manufacture  as  well  as  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquo 
they  are  well  informed  on  that  question,  and  they  are  very  largely  in  fav 
law. 


CHARLES  C.  RICHARDS,  of  Yarmouth,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposes 
By  Judge  McDonald : 

6266.  What  is  your  residence  % — Yarmouth. 

6267.  What  is  your  occupation  or  calling  ? — Druggist. 

6268.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Yarmouth  ? — I  was  born  here,  an 
here. 

6269.  How  long  have  you  been  a  druggist  ? — I  have  been  15  years  in 

6270.  Under  the  authority  of  the  Scott  Act,  are  you  called  upon  to 
mixtures  at  all  ? — Yes,  under  the  Flint  amendment,  which  was  passed  1 
can  sell  liquors. 

6271.  In  your  business,  is  there  any  sale  to  any  extent  of  medicina! 
that  could  be  used  as  intoxicants  % — There  could  be  if  we  put  them  out. 

6272.  A  lawful  sale?— No. 

6273.  Are  there  medicines  or  preparations  sold  as  such  which  contain  ir 
which  would  not  come  under  a  prohibitory  law  ? — ^Yes. 

6274.  If  druggists  chose  to  sell  them  1 — Yes,  lots  of  them. 

^        6275.  From  your  knowledge  as  a  druggist,  do  you  know  of  any  drug 
instead  of  intoxicating  liquors  ?-— Yes. 
21— 21i 
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EPHRAIM  C.  SIMONSON,  of  Tusket,  Yarmout 
sworn,  deposed  as  follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

6304.  What  is  your  occupation  or  calling  1 — Shipsmitl 

6305.  How  long  have  you  resided  at  Tusket  1 — Twent; 

6306.  How  large  a  place  is  it  ?  A  very  small  village. 

6307.  What  Ls  the  population  ?— From  100  to  200. 

6308.  Are  any  particular  industries  carried  on  there 

6309.  What  is  the  character  of  the  inhabitants  ?  Are  ■ 
— Yes,  they  are  sober.     I  would  not  say  much  about  their 

6310.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  operation  of  ^ 
Scott  Act  in  that  district  % — We  have  had  very  little  to  do 
Temperance  Act,  but  we  have  had  very  little  occasion  for  i 

6311.  There  have  not  been  many  breaches  of  it? — 
there  have  been,  have  been  tried  in  Yarmouth  town  by  the 

6312.  Is  the  Act  enforced,  or  does  it  enforce  itself  ?- 
selling  in  our  municipality. 

6313.  The  feeUng  of  your  people  is  strongly  in  favour 
but  it  is  sufficiently  strong  to  see  the  law  is  enforced. 

6314.  Is  there  any  drinking  going  on  there  1 — There 
town,  and  when  they  get  liquor  some  of  them  will  drink. 

6315.  Do  any  of  them  ever  get  drunk  so  as  to  be  troui 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod: 

6316.  What  officials  are  appointed  for  the  enforcemen 
official  at  present.  Under  the  old  license  law  we  had  a  Cl( 
none  now. 

6317.  Who  enforces  the  law  now? — It  is  enforced  by 
are  certain  individuals  in  the  place  who  will  not  allow  liq 
prevent  it. 

6318.  Have  you  any  official  position  in  the  municipali 

6319.  Did  you  at  any  time  hold  any  other  official  p 
offices.     I  was  Clerk  of  Licenses  for  a  number  of  years. 

6320.  That  was  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  Canada  T 

6321.  Did  you  find  any  difficulty  practically  in  enforci 
Of  course  there  was  a  certain  amount  of  opposition  to  it,  h\ 
on  the  part  of  the  people  to  enforce  the  law.     Of  course  it 
most  plac^. 

6322.  And  now  that  the  enforcement  is  left  to  private 
the  drink  ? — Yes.     I  may  pay  that  when  I  was  appointed, 
village  in  quite  a  number  of  places,  and  quite  an  amount  oi 
selling.     Many  people  thought  it  could  not  be  prevented. 

if  a  proper  man  was  appointed  to  enforce  the  law.     The  rei 
and  the  liquor  selling  was  stopped.    Since  then  no  one  has  1 

6323.  Has  there  been  considerable  ship-building  at  Tu 

6324.  During  the  years  that  the  illicit  selling  went  on 
around  the  ship-yards  were  affected  by  it  ? — Yes,  there  w£ 
and  loss  of  time. 

6325.  And  interference  with  their  work  ? — Yes. 

6326.  As  soon  as  that  was  prohibited,  was  there  an  im 
improvement. 

6327.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  municipality  of  Ar 
ment  of  the  people  is  in  favour  of  a  general  prohibitory  la^ 
given  the  matter  thought,  or  has  had  anything  to  do  witl 
sale  of  liquor,  would  think  that  a  prohibitory  law  would  be 
preventing  the  sale. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


"  ^^''W 


326  ROYAL  COMMISSION   ON   THE   LIQUOR  TRAFFIC. 


6328.  It  would  be  better  than  the  present  law  ? — Yes ;  the  present  law  is  partially 
good,  but  it  is  not  as  good  as  it  might  be. 

6329.  You  think  the  prohibition  of  the  importation  and  manufacture  as  well  as  the 
sale  would  be  preferable  1 — I  think  all  people  of  sense  who  have  anything  to  do  with 
the  traffic  would  agree  with  that. 

6330.  Do  you  think  the  temperance  sentiment  now  in  favour  of  the  Canada  Tem- 
perance Act  would  express  itself  in  favour  of  a  general  prohibitory  law  ? — I  do.  Perhaps 
the  one  exception  is  the  class  of  moderate  drinkers.  I  am  only  arguing  from  what  I 
consider  to  be  the  ground  they  would  take.  Probably  their  appetites  would  lead  them 
to  go  against  the  prohibitory  law,  if  it  would  shut  off  their  liquor. 

By  Mr.  Cla/rke  : 

6331.  You  think  the  moderate  drinkers  in  the  community  would  object  to  the 
passage  of  a  prohibitory  law  ? — I  think  they  would  not  be  in  favour  of  it,  if  they  want 
to  have  liquor.  It  would  prevent  them  getting  it ;  consequently  they  would  go 
against  anything  which  would  prevent  them  getting  their  supply  in  their  houses. 

6332.  Have  you  any  moderate  drinkers  at  Tusket  ? — I  do  not  know  that  there  are 
very  many.     There  are  some  who  will  take  a  glass  if  it  comes  in  their  way. 

6333.  You  do  not  know  if  there  are  any  moderate  drinkers  now  1 — Yes,  among  the 
inhabitants  there  are  a  number  of  French  people,  and  generally  they  will  take  a  glass  of 
liquor  when  they  can  get  it,  when  it  is  in  their  way,  especially  #hen  they  do  not  have 
to  pay  for  it. 

6334.  Where  do  they  get  this  liquor  now  ? — They  send  a  post  office  order  to 
Halifax,  to  have  liquor  come  in  by  the  boats  or  by  stage  coaches,  or  by  mail,  and  by 
different  ways.  Perhaps  half  a  dozen  or  a  dozen,  who  club  together,  get  about  ten  gal- 
lons brought  in. 

6335.  Of  the  100  or  200  people  in  Tusket,  how  many  are  engaged  in  ship-building  ? 
— Most  of  them.     Some  of  them  go  fishing. 

6336.  How  many  are  there  ? — I  Have  known  as  many  as  eight  full  rigged  ships 
there. 

6337.  How  long  ago  ? — Eight  or  ten  years. 

6338.  Have  ships  been  built  there  ? — Not  during  the  last  four  years. 

6339.  Is  there  any  ship-building  going  on  there  now  ? — No. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

6340.  You  think  most  of  the  moderate  drinkers  get  their  liquor  from  Halifax  by 
sending  for  it  1 — Yes. 

6341.  How  do  the  other  class  get  it? — By  coming  into  town. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

6342.  Into  this  town  ? — Yes,  this  town, 

6343.  Where  do  they  get  it  here :  have  you  any  idea  1 — I  have  an  idea.  At  the 
hotels. 


Ephraim  C.  Simonson. 
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JOHN  WILLIAM  HOLMES,  of  Yarmouth,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

6344.  What  is  your  calling  or  occupation  ? — Sergeant  of  Police. 

6345.  Have  you  a  civil  occupation  besides  ? — I  have  been  ship  master. 

6346.  How  long  have  you  been  a  policeman  1 — Nineteen  months. 

6347.  During  that  time,  have  you  been  the  sergeant  of  the  force  ? — All  except 
about  a  fortnight. 

6348.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Yarmouth  ? — Nearly  all  my  life. 

6349.  Have  you  had  anything  to  do  with  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — Yes, 
a  little. 

6350.  In  what  way  ? — My  duty  is  to  report  to  the  Chief  of  Police  about  drinking, 
or  where  it  is  suspected  liquor  is  being  sold. 

635  L  If  you  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  Act  is  being  broken,  you  report  to 
the  Chief  of  Police?— Yes. 

6352.  Have  you  had  occasion  to  report  any  cases  to  him  1 — Yes. 

6353.  Were  there  any  cases  for  selling  in  public  houses  ? — No. 

6354.  Were  there  any  cases  for  what  is  called  the  bottle  peddling  ? — Yes. 

6355.  Have  you  yourself  seen  people  engaged  in  this  bottle  peddling  ? — Yes. 

6356.  How  is  it  carried  out  1 — They  generally  get  some  one  to  go  for  the  liquor. 
They  go  and  get  it,  and  then  they  chip  in  and  they  sell  it  to  these  people.  Two  or  three 
of  the  "  boys  '*  will  subscribe,  and  they  get  some  one  to  get  it  for  them. 

6357.  Have  there  been  many  convictions  for  this  ? — Quite  a  number. 

6358.  Have  there  been  many  of  these  cases  that  you  did  not  see  ? — Yes,  plenty. 

6359.  Have  you  been  able  to  come  to  a  conclusion  as  to  where  these  men,  entrusted 
with  the  money  subscribed  for  the  purpose,  went  to  get  the  bottles  ? — We  have  good 
reason  to  believe  we  know. 

6360.  You  have  no  personal  knowledge  1 — No,  certain  knowledge. 

Bj/  Mr.  Clarke : 

636  L  Do  the  rules  laid  down  for  the  guidance  of  the  police  require  them  to  arrest 
people  who  are  drunk  on  the  streets,  but  not  disorderly  when  they  are  proceeding  home  ? 
— I  do  not  know.     Some  say  it  is  our  duty  and  others  say  it  is  not. 

6362.  What  rule  do  you  yourself  observe  if  you  see  a  person,  who  is  drunk  but  not 
disorderly,  and  proceeding  home  :  do  you  arrest  him  % — No,  I  would  order  him  homa 
If  I  thought  he  was  likely  to  disturb  any  one,  I  would  order  him  off  the  street. 

6363.  But  you  would  not  arrest  him  1 — No. 

6364.  Do  you  meet  many  such  cases  every  year  ? — Yes,  at  any  time,  nearly  every 
Saturday  night. 

6365.  And  would  not  the  numbers  of  those  who  were  able  to  go  home  be  more 
than  those  arrested  for  drunkenness  ? — Oh,  yes ;  a  great  deal  more. 
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ALEXANDER  SHAW,  of  Yarmouth,  on  being  duly  swom,  deposed  as  follows  :— 
By  Judge  McDonald : 

6366.  What  is  your  calling  or  occupation  ? — Policeman. 

6367.  Have  you  any  other  business  1 — I  was  a  fisherman. 

6368.  How  long  have  you  been  a  policeman  ? — ^Two  years  within  a  few  days. 

6369.  Did  you  hear  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Holmes  % — ^Yes. 

6370.  Do  you  concur  in  it? — Yes. 

6371.  Do  you  wish  to  add  anything  to  it  ] — I  do  not  know  that  I  could. 

6372.  Do  you  in  the  discharge  of  your  duty  take  the  same  course  that  he  does  t — 
Yes. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  ;. 

6373.  Has  drunkenness  increased  or  decreased  within  your  knowledge  ? — I  think  it 
is  about  the  same.  It  was  increased  for  a  time  when  we  had  no  prosecutor,  and  since 
we  have  had  one,  I  think  it  has  decreased  very  much.  ' 


WILLIAM  CORNING,  of  Checoggin,  Yarmouth  County,  on  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  as  follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

6374.  What  is  your  calling  or  occupation  1 — Farmer. 

6375.  Have  you  had  anything  to  do  officially  in  connection  with  the  enforcement 
of  the  Scott  Act  l—l  have  been  a  member  of  the  Municipal  Council. 

6376.  In  what  district? — In  district  No.  6  of  the  County  of  Yarmouth,  in  the 
Municipal  division  of  Yarmouth. 

6377.  How  near  do  you  reside  to  Yarmouth  1 — About  two  and  a  half  miles. 

6378.  What  has  been  your  experience  as  a  Councillor  in  connection  with  the 
administration  of  the  Act  1  What  experience  have  you  had  in  administering  it  ? — In 
appointing  officers  and  passing  by-laws. 

6379.  Officers  have  been  appointed  to  enforce  the  law  ? — Yes. 

6380.  How  many  1 — The  Inspector  only. 

638 L  Is  there  any  drunkenness  in  your  community? — Very  little. 

6382.  Is  there  any  sale  of  intoxicating  drinks  ? — None  at  all  in  our  community. 

6383.  How  do  you  account  for  the  drunkenness? — It  comes  from  the  town  of 
Yarmouth,  from  people  coming  in  and  out  from  the  town,  but  very  little  is  ever  seen  in 
our  town. 


ALBERT   PERRIN,   M.D.,   of    Yarmouth,  on   being  duly  sworn,    deposed  as 
follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

6384.  What  is  your  calling  or  occupation  ? — Physician. 

6385.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Yarmouth  ? — Fifteen  years. 

6386.  Have  you  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  all  that  time  ? — Yes. 
'6387.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  operation  of  what  is  commonly  called  the  Scott 

Act  ? — Yes,  I  have  the  knowledge  that  every  one  has  in  the  town.     I  have  no  particular 
knowledge  of  it. 

6388.  You  have  no  knowledge  of  a  professional  character  in  regard  to  it  ? — ^No. 

6389.  You  have  simply  the  same  knowledge  that  any  other  citizen  has  ? — Yes. 

6390.  Is  the  law  well  enforced  ? — It  is  attempted  to  be  well  enforced,  but  I  do  not 
think  it  is. 

Alexander  Shaw. 
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6391.  What  is  the  difficulty? — I  think  the  difficulty  is  that  it  is  almost 
to  enforce  it. 

6392.  Why  1 — There  are  some  defects  in  the  law  in  carrying  it  out. 

6393.  Do  you  ever  see  any  people  drunk  ? — Occasionally. 

6394.  Do  you  ever  see  any  people  drinking  ? — ^Yes. 

6395.  As  a  physician,  have  you  reason  to  believe  that  persons  resort  to  i 
anything  instead  of  intoxicating  liquors  ? — ^Yes,  I  have  the  knowledge  to  a  lai 

6396.  What  is  made  use  of  ? — Chloral,  opium  and  essence  of  peppermint  an< 
They  will  drink  alcohol  and  essence  of  peppermint,  or  bay  rum,  but  in  place  < 
some  win  use  morphia  or  chloral  as  a  stimulant. 

6397.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  there  is  a  drink  habit  among  min 
town  ? — No,  not  in  the  town. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

6398.  You  say  the  law  is  not  enforced  ? — They  have  not  stopped  rumselli 

6399.  Then  why  need  these  people  resort  to  the  use  of  drugs  ? — If  a  man 
a  pledge  and  you  prevent  him  from  drinking  any  more  liquor,  he  will  resc 
substitute. 

6400.  He  h€W  the  conscience  as  to  the  stimulant,  but  not  as  to  the  drug  1 
is  not  breaking  his  pledge. 

6401.  One  of  the  questions  sent  to  you  as  a  physician,  which  you  have 
asks  if  it  is  your  custom  to  prescribe  alcohol  for  sick  persons.     What  was  you 
—Yes. 

6402.  And  if  persons  are  in  health,  what  was  your  answer ? — No. 

6403.  Do  you  ever  give  certificates  to  persons  in  health  to  get  alcohol  ? — ] 

6404.  You  have  never  given  certificates  to  persons  in  health  to  get  alco! 

By  Mr,  Gigault : 

6405.  Do  you  believe  there  is  a  good  deal  of  illicit  selling  of  liquors  ? — I  < 

6406.  Have  temperance  societies  done  a  good  deal  here  towards  promotir 
ance  ? — On  the  outside,  yes. 

6407.  Do  you  think  they  do  more  towards  promoting  temperance  than  ] 
does  ?— -"Yes,  I  think  they  do. 

6408.  Is  there  any  increase  or  decrease  of  drunkenness  in  Yarmouth  ?- 
first  came  to  Yarmouth  the  old  Nova  Scotia  Act  was  in  force,  and  there  was 
drunkenness,  and  in  fact  there  were  times  when  there  was  no  liquor  to  be  ha 
a]].     Of  late  years  that  has  not  been  the  case  under  the  Scott  Act ;  there  has  h 
of  rum  all  over  the  town. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

6409.  We  have  had  testimony  as  to  the  efficiency  of  the  Chief  Constabl 
assistants.  Do  you  think  they  do  all  they  can  to  suppress  the  illicit  sale  of  1 
think  so. 

6410.  And  notwithstanding  that,  there  is  still  a  large  sale  of  liquor? — 
the  officers  are  largely  backed  up  by  public  opinion. 

6411.  Still  there  is  a  large  quantity  of  liquor  being  sold? — Yes. 

6412.  Would  a  general  prohibitory  law  be  more  successfully  operated  ?- 
think  it  could  be.  If  the  Government  would  prohibit  the  importation  ar 
alcoholic  Hquors  and  allow  beers  and  light  wines  to  be  sold,  it  would  have  mor( 

6413.  What  kind  of  effect  1 — A  temperance  effect.  There  would  be  less 
ness. 

6414.  Have  you  any  experience  of  the  operation  of  the  law  in  the  State  ( 
— None. 

6415.  Or  in  any  other  States  where  prohibition  is  supposed  to  exist  1 — N< 

6416.  Has  there  been  any  drinking  in  rooms  by  young  people  getting  tog 
buying  a  bottle  of  whisky  and  finishing  it  up  ? — That  is  the  habit.  Two  or  i 
Till  get  together  and  chip  in  a  quarter.  One  of  these  men  will  buy  a  bottle 
'«t11  go  to  a  bam  and  drink  it  without  water,  and  the  result  is  they  will  get  ( 
have  seen  them  do  that  myself. 
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By  Judge  McDonald : 

6417.  Have  you  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  any  liquor  that  is  used  so  as  to 
form  an  opinion  as  to  whether  it  is  adulterated  or  pure  % — I  think  the  greater  part  is 
impure. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod : 

6418.  You  made  a  reference  to  beer  and  wine.  Do  you  think  the  use  of  beer  and 
wine  is  promotive  of  temperance  ? — I  think  that  would  take  the  place  of  strong  liquors, 
that  is,  wine  containing  not  more  than  5  per  cent  of  alcohol. 

6419.  Have  you  observed  that  the  use  of  beer  and  wine  leads  to  excess  in  aay 
degree  ? — I  know  that  German  and  French  people  drink  beer  and  wines  and  do  not 
want  alcohol. 

6420.  How  would  you  control  the  percentage  of  alcohol  ?  How  would  you  keep 
persons  who  deal  in  beers  or  wines  from  selling  other  liquors  than  the  kind  you  speak 
of  % — I  cannot  say. 

6421.  Do  you  think  there  should  be  more  restriction  than  you  speak  of  1 — T  do  not 

6422.  You  think  there  should  be  free  sale  ? — Yes  ;  and  then  men  could  not  get 
drunk  on  five  per  cent  wine. 


GEORGE  W.  T.  FARRISH,  M.D.,  of  Yarmouth,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed 
as  follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

6423.  What  is  your  calling  or  occupation  ? — Physician. 

6424.  How  long  have  you  practised  ? — Three  years. 

6425.  Have  you  heard  the  evidence  of  the  last  witness  ? — Partly. 

6426.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  intoxicating  liquors  are  used  in  this 
town  to  any  extent  1 — To  some  extent,  I  know. 

6427.  Do  you  know  in  what  way,  in  public  or  private  or  both  1 — I  do  not  know. 

6428.  Did  you  ever  see  any  drunkenness  ? — Occasionally,  yes. 

6429.  Do  you  think  any  articles  are  used  as  substitutes  for  alcohoKc  liquor  by 
people  here  ? — Probably,  slightly. 

6430.  What  would  be  used  ? — Opium,  I  think,  in  the  main. 

6431.  Have  you  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  whether  there  is  drinking  among 
the  young  people  in  the  community,  or  is  it  confined  to  the  older  people  ? — I  should  say 
it  is  about  equally  divided. 

6432.  Do  you  know  whether  chloral  or  bay  rum  is  used  ? — I  have  heard  of  bay  rum 
being  used,  but  I  do  not  know. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod : 

6433.  Speaking  of  persons  who  resort  to  chloral  or  opium,  are  they  for  the  most 
part  persons  who  have  formed  the  alcoholic  habit  ? — I  think  so. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

6434.  Is  there  less  drunkenness  than  when  you  commenced  practice  three  years 
ago  ? — I  could  not  say.  I  think  it .  is  much  about  the  same.  In  three  years  there 
would  be  hardly  any  difference. 


Albert  Perrin. 
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EDGAR  K.  KELLY,  M.D.,  of  Yarmouth,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

6435.  Where  do  you  reside  1 — At  Yarmouth. 

6436.  What  is  your  occupation  or  calling  ? — Physician  and  surgeon. 

6437.  How  long  have  you  practised  here  ? — Twenty-seven  years. 

6438.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  of  the  other  two  medical  gentlemen  ? — Pretty 
nearly. 

6439.  So  far  as  you  heard  it,  do  you  concur  with  them  in  your  experience  ? — In 
some  measure.  I  do  not  think  I  would  concur  in  the  opinion  that  the  consumption  of 
light  wines  and  beer  would  promote  temperance. 

6440.  But  as  to  the  fact  ? — Yes,  I  think  I  would  generally  concur  with  them. 

6441.  Then  as  to  wine  and  beers,  what  is  your  opinion? — I  think  they  would 
rather  tend  to  increase  the  appetite  for  something  stronger  in  those  who  have  a  tendency 
that  way.     I  do  not  think  it  would  decrease  the  use  of  strong  alcoholic  liquors. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

6442.  Is  that  the  effect  produced  in  the  countries  where  these  light  wines  and 
beers  are  used,  France  and  Grermany ;  do  the  people  crave  for  stronger  drinks  towards  the 
close  of  their  lives  in  those  countries  1 — I  do  not  know  about  those  countries,  but  here 
the  only  safety  for  a  person  addicted  to  the  use  of  liquors  at  all  seems  to  be  to  leave  it 
off  altogether. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod: 

6443.  As  to  matters  twenty-seven  years  ago  and  now,  what  change  has  taken 
place?-  -I  think  there  has  been  some  increase  in  the  town  generally  in  drinking,  especially 
when  strangers  come  in. 

6444.  Has  the  increase  kept  pace  with,  or  increased  more  rapidly  than  the  popula> 
tion  \ — I  do  not  think  it  has. 

6445.  Do  you  think  the  prohibitory  laws  here  have  had  any  effect  in  restraining 
the  drinking  habit  ? — I  think  so. 


ALBERT  FULLER,  M.D.,  of  Yarmouth,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : — 
By  Judge  McDonald : 

6446.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — Yarmouth. 

6447.  What  is  your  occupation  or  calling  ? — Physician. 

6448.  How  long  have  you  practised  here  ? — Three  years. 

6449.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  of  the  other  gentlemen  of  your  profession.  So 
far  as  the  facts  are  concerned,  do  you  concur  with  them  as  to  the  state  of  affairs  in  the 
community  ? — Yes,  largely.  I  think  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  is  pretty  well  enforced, 
better  than  I  ever  saw  it  enforced  elsewhere. 

6450.  Have  you  been  where  it  was  in  force  ? — I  think  I  was  in  Colchester  a  year 
when  it  was  in  force. 

645L  Whatyear?— In  1880. 

6452.  We  have  been  at  Truro,  and  were  told  that  there  were  some  local  difficulties 
about  the  law,  as  to  whether  it  was  properly  passed  ? — I  do  not  remember  that. 

6453.  How  was  the  law  observed  there  then  ? — I  think  there  was  a  good  deal  of 
drinking  there  in  comparison  with  Yarmouth. 

6454.  You  think  it  is  much  better  observed  in  Yarmouth  ? — I  do. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

6455.  What  is  your  view  about  the  use  of  wines  and  beer  ? — I  think  it  would  tena 
to  increase  drinking  decidedly. 
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6456.  Have  you  any  experience  as  a  surgeon  in  hospitals  1 — I  spent  nearly  a  year 
in  Halifax  hospital. 

6457.  Had  you  many  cases  of  injury  by  accident  ? — Yes. 

6458.  Do  you  find  any  difference  in  the  rapidity  of  recovery  between  men  who  have 
the  drink  habit  and  those  who  have  not  ? — Yes. 

6459.  What  is  the  difference  ? — I  think  in  the  case  of  a  man  who  has  the  habit  of 
drinking,  if  you  take  the  stimulant  away  from  him,  you  decrease  his  chances  verymucL 

By  Mr.  Clarke  ; 

6460.  Do  you  give  stimulants  in  case  of  illness  to  carry  the  patient  over  the 
crisis  ? — Yes. 

6461.  How  do  you  account  for  the  better  enforcement  of  the  law  here  than  in 
Truro  ?— Public  sentiment  is  more  in  favour  of  it,  and  the  men  in  charge  take  it  more  m 
hand. 

6462.  Would  you  attribute  the  defect  in  Truro  to  the  lack  of  public  sentiment!— I 
do  not  know,  but  there  was  a  good  deal  of  drinking  there. 

6463.  The  law  was  not  observed  ? — Not  as  it  is  here. 

6464.  Have  you  had  any  other  experience  ? — In  Windsor,  in  the  county  of  Hants. 

6465.  Is  there  any  drinking  there  ? — A  great  deal. 

6466.  When  were  you  in  Windsor  last  1 — Last  summer,  but  only  for  a  short  time. 

6467.  Were  there  evidences  of  disregard  for  the  law  then  ? — I  saw  plenty  of  drink- 
ing then. 

6468.  Is  Windsor  an  incorporated  town  ? — I  think  it  is  now,  but  when  I  lived  in 
its  neighbourhood  it  was  not. 

6469.  If  they  desired  to  enforce  the  law  there  the  people  would  do  as  they  do  here, 
appoint  a  strong  and  efficient  officer  to  secure  its  enforcement  ? — I  suppose  so. 

6470.  The  Town  Council  appoints  the  Chief  Constable  here? — I  think  so. 

6471.  So  in  appointing  an  efficient  officer  they  are  only  reflecting  the  public  senti- 
ment ? — I  think  our  town  councillors  are  strongly  opposed  to  the  liquor  traffic,  and  they 
are  enforcing  it  through  conviction  as  well  as  public  sentiment. 


J.  N.  BARN  A  BY,  M.D.,  of  Ohio,  Yarmouth  county,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed 
as  follows: — 

By  Jitdge  McDonald : 

6472.  What  is  your  occupation  or  calling? — Physician. 

6473.  How  far  from  Yarmouth  do  you  live  ? — Seven  miles. 

6474.  How  long  have  you  practised  there? — Since  last  spring. 

6475.  Where  before  that  ? — At  Mill  Village,  Queen's  county,  nine  miles  from  Old 
Liverpool. 

6476.  At  Ohio  is  the  law  enforced  ? — First  rately  ;  we  have  no  drinking  there,  there 
is  nothing  to  drink. 

6477.  You  think  there  are  no  persons  in  that  community  who  take  any  liquor!— I 
think  not. 

6478.  What  is  the  population  ? — 800  persons. 

6479.  Are  they  all  total  abstainers  ? — I  think  so,  so  far  as  I  know. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

6480.  Have  you  had  experience  in  other  counties  ? — I  have,  at  Liverpool,  in  Queens 
county,  and  at  Bridgetown,  Annapolis  county. 

6481.  What  was  your  observation  of  the  working  of  the  temperance  law  in  those 
places  1 — With  the  work  of  the  temperance  societies  and  the  Scott  Act,  the  tendency 
has  been  to  keep  in  check  this  great  evil,  which  is  spreading  over  the  province. 

Albert  Fuller. 
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6482.  Is  it  checked  1 — It  is  in  Bridgetown  and  Liverpool  to  a  certain  extent.  Even 
when  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force  in  Liverpool,  there  was  a  good  deal  of  drinking  clandes- 
tinely. Liquor  was  got  into  rooms,  and  there  was  drinking  by  the  young  and  the  old. 
Even  parties  who  were  prosecuted  and  subsequently  removed  their  bars,  kept  them 
going  privately. 

6483.  Did  it  occur  to  you  that  it  would  be  better  to  legalize  them  ? — It  did  not. 
I  do  not  think  that  is  the  way  to  get  rid  of  the  eviL 

6484.  Do  you  think  that,  all  things  considered,  the  la^  with  all  its  defects  and 
imperfect  enforcement,  has  done  good  1 — I  cannot  but  say  it  has  so  far  as  it  has  been  a 
check  to  this  evil ;  but  it  does  not  remove  it  as  long  as  we  permit  the  manufacture  and 
importation. 

By  Mr,  Clarke :' 

6485.  Is  the  evil  spreading  over  the  province  ? — I  cannot  say  so  far  as  the  pro- 
vince generaUy  is  concerned. 

6486.  Has  it  increased  in  those  places  you  spoke  of  ? — I  cannot  say. 

6487.  Has  it  decreased  ? — I  do  not  know.     I  think  it  remains  about  as  it  was. 

6488.  For  about  how  long  ? — For  the  last  two  or  three  years. 

6489.  How  long  have  these  places  adopted  the  Scott- Act  ? — Queen's  County  adopted 
the  Scott  Act  at  the  time  of  the  elections,  and  so  did  Annapolis  County. 

6490.  More  than  three  years  ago  ? — Yes. 

6491.  And  notwithstanding  that  the  Scott  Act  has  been  in  force  for  three  years 
or  more,  there  has  been  as  much  drunkenness  as  before  ? — I  cannot  say  that  there  is 
anything  like  open  drunkenness,  but  there  is  a  good  deal  of  moderate  drinking. 

6492.  Could  you  suggest  any  amendments  to  the  Scott  Act  to  improve  it? — I 
have  never  thought  sufficiently  of  it  to  do  that. 

6493.  Do  you  think  the  appointment  of  officers  by  the  Dominion  or  Provincial 
Governments  would  result  more  satisfactorily  1 — I  think  so,  if  the  officers  had  it  in  their 
power  to  give  us  a  prohibitory  law. 

6494.  Then  the  Scott  Act  is  not  a  prohibitory  law  in  your  experience  ? — It  has 
been  as  well  carried  out  in  Annapolis  County  as  any  I  have  any  knowledge  of  ;  it  has 
checked  the  evil. 

6495.  It  has  not  stopped  the  sale  ? — No. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

6496.  Do  you  suppose  that  if  the  restrictions  which  do  operate  by  reason  of  this 
Jaw  were  removed,  the  evil  of  which  you  speak  would  be  likely  to  increase  ? — I  do. 


WILLIAM  A.  C.  RANDALL,  M.D.,  of  Yarmouth,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed 
as  follows  I' — 

By  Judge  McDonald :  * 

6497.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — Yarmouth. 

6498.  What  is  your  occupation  or  calling  1 — Physician. 

6499.  How  long  have  you  practised  here  ? — Twenty  years  in  this  county. 

6500.  How  long  in  the  town  of  Yarmouth  1 — Twenty  years. 

6501.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  of  your  brother  physicians  who  live  in  the  town 
of  Yarmouth  1 — Most  of  it. 

6502.  Do  you  concur  in  it  as  to  the  state  of  affairs  in  this  town  ? — Yes,  largely. 

6503.  Have  you  reason  to  suppose  there  is  no  sale  of  liquor  going  on  among  young 
people  and  minors  % — I  have  no  knowledge. 

6504.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  character  of  the  liquor  that  is  sold  in  the 
community,  whether  it  is  pure  or  adulterated  1 — There  is  very  little  of  it  that  I  call 
pure ;  it  is  very  seldom  I  see  any  of  the  liquors  drunk  or  used.  Medically  they  are  not 
pare  and  are  unfit  to  be  used  for  medicine. 
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'^  think,  apart   from  the  intoxicating  effects  of  these  liquors,  there  are 

substances  used  for  purposes  of  adulteration  in  them  ? — I  think  so. 

6506.  Have  you  reason  to  suppose  that  the  use  of  opium  or  chloral  exists  to  anj 
extent  in  the  community  ? — I  have  no  personal  knowledge  as  to  that  matter. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod: 

6507.  Has  the  whole  of  your  professional  life  been  spent  in  Yarmouth? — No. 

6508.  Where  else  ? — In  Lunenburg  county,  principally,  for  fifteen  years. 

6509.  That  is  an  agricultural  district  1 — Agricultural  and  lumbering  combined. 

6510.  What  has  been  your  observation,  not  only  in  Yarmouth  but  generally,  of  Uie 
effects  of  laws  which  are  designed  to  prohibit  the  trade :  were  the  effects  good  or  bad  1— 
Good  when  the  laws  are  properly  in  operation. 

6511.  Will  you  state  your  view  of  the  character  and  effects  of  the  drink  trade  as 
such  ? — The  character  of  the  traflSc  morally  is  demoralizing  and  injures  the  morals  not 
only  of  those  who  drink  but  of  the  community,  and  it  destroys  physically  those  who 
use  it. 

6512.  What  effect  has  it  on  business,  do  you  think? — I  should  think  it  would 
retard  and  interfere  with  business  very  much,  especially  if  the  employees  were  addicted 
to  the  use  of  it,  as  it  would  incapacitate  them  for  the  work  they  had  to  do. 

6513.  It  is  said  that  if  the  liquor  manufacturers  did  not  provide  a  market  for 
barley  and  corn  and  other  materials,  the  farmers  would  be  badly  off? — I  think  it  would 
make  bread  very  much  cheaper  if  grains  were  used  for  legitimate  purposes  instead  of 
being  manufactured  into  alcoholic  liquors.  That  is  one  of  the  effects  it  would  have  at 
first. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

6514.  Do  you  mean  that  it  would  lower  the  price  of  barley  and  com  and  wheat! 
Would  that  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  farmers  ? — Would  it  not  be  an  advantage  to  the 
public  generally  ? 

6515.  What  would  be  the  effect  upon  the  farmer-? — I  do  not  know  that  it  would 
be  particularly  to  his  advantage  to  cheapen  the  price  of  bread,  but  I  think  it  would  be 
an  advantage  to  the  community  generally. 

6516.  What  is  the  effect  upon  the  community  when  these  prohibitory  laws  are  not 
observed  and  are  flagrantly  violated  ? — There  is  an  increase  in  drinking,  and  evil  is  the 
result. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

6517.  What  is  the  effect  upon  the  community  of  a  law  adopted  and  not  observed : 
is  it  beneficial  or  the  contrary  ? — I  should  think  it  would  have  an  evil  effect  upon  the 
public. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

6518.  If  the  thing  is  regarded  as  bad  and  injurious  and  evil,  and  the  law  against  it 
is  violated  in  some  respects,  do  you  think  that  it  is  better  to  have  a  law  against  it  rather 
than  that  it  should  be  legalized  ? — I  think  it  is  better  to  have  the  law  against  it  I  do 
not  believe  in  the  legalizing  of  evil  in  any  way.  If  it  is  wrong,  it  is  wrong,  and  you 
cannot  make  it  right  by  legalizing  it. 


William  A.  C.  Randall. 
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JACOB  KELLEY  HATFIELD,  of  Yarmouth,  on  being  duly  sworr 
follows : — 

By  Judge  MdDonald  : 

6519.  What  is  your  occupation  or  calling  ? — Shipmaster. 

6520.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Yarmouth  ? — I  am  a  native  of  Y 
I  have  resided  here  for  last  ten  years.  Being  a  sailor,  I  have  been  most! 
of  England  to  the  West  Indies  and  Australia. 

6521.  Are  you  in  active  nautical  employment  now  ? — No,  I  am  lying 
have  been  for  these  ten  years. 

6522.  Have  you  during  that  time  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  tl 
the  liquor  laws  in  this  community  1 — I  have  lived  in  the  town  and  been  ab 
observed,  though  not  particularly. 

6523.  Is  there  any  special  circumstance  in  connection  with  the  trade  1 
noted  1 — I  am  perfectly  satisfied  there  is  a  large  amount  of  liquor  sold  and 
town. 

6524.  Have  you  had  any  opportunity  of  forming  an  opinion  as  to  the  k 
whether  it  is  adulterated  or  pure? — Occasionally  I  take  a  drink  myself, 
find  it  is  good. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

6525.  Did  you  ever  live  in  any  country  where  total  prohibition 
have  been  for  three  or  four  months  at  a  time  in  the  West  Indies,  Calcutta, 
and  in  other  countries,  but  such  an  idea  as  prohibition  never  occurred  to  a 
I  never  heard  them  talk  about  it. 

6526.  And  notwithstanding  the  vigilant  enforcement  of  the  Act  her 
there  is  a  good  deal  of  liquor  purchased  and  drunk  ? — Yes,  I  am  satisfied  o 

6527.  Do  you  attribute  that  consumption  to  sailors  who  visit  this  ] 
are  very  few  sailors  who  come  to  this  port.     Ships  are  built  and  go  away, 
get  their   crew  here.     There  are  a  few  occasionally.     Last  evening  I  sa 
drunken  sailors  on  Main  street. 

6528.  Do  they  bring  the  liquor  with  them,  or  do  they  procure  it  her 
say,  but  I  saw  them  staggering  up  Main  street,  and  I  turned  and  looked  a 

6529.  Have  you  had  any  experience  in  the  State  of  Maine  ? — No. 


HUGH  M.  IRVINE,   of   Grenville  Ferry,   Annapolis   County,    on 
sworn,  deposed  as  follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

6530.  What  is  your  occupation  or  calling  ? — I  am  a  merchant  and  j 
Grenville  Ferry,  Annapolis  County. 

6531.  Do  you  occupy  any  position   in  connection  with   the  liquor  ] 
inspector  for  the  whole  county  of  Aptiiapolis. 

6532.  So  you  are  actively  engaged  in  connection  with  the  Act  % — Yes. 

6533.  How  do  you  find  the  Act  working  there  ? — Very  well. 

6534.  Is  the  county  under  the  Scott  Act  1 — Yes. 

6535.  Do  you  find  yourself  able  to  enforce  it  — Yes,  sometimes,  whe 
efficient  constables  under  me. 

6536.  Is  there  any  drinking  there  ? — A  little. 

6537.  You  honestly  endeavour  to  enforce  the  law  ? — Yes. 

6538.  Have  you  the  weight  of  public  sentiment  in  your  favour  ? — Yes. 

6539.  The  people  are  honestly  endeavouring  to  carry  it  out  ? — Yes  ; 
six  years  at  it. 
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6540.  Have  you  had  any  opportunity  of  observing,  in  the  case  of  prosecution, 
whether  the  liquor  sold  is  pure  or  adulterated  1 — I  never  tried  any  of  it,  but  from  what 
they  say,  it  is  adulterated ;  sometimes  the  witnesses  say  they  cannot  tell  what  it  is. 

6541.  Do  you  suppose  that  is  because  it  is  adulterated,  or  because  the  witnesses 
are  not  willing  to  give  testimony  1 — No. 

6542.  Do  you  think  the  witnesses  come  out  entirely  with  the  truth  1 — It  is  pretty 
hard  to  get  them  sometimes. 

6543.  Is  that  done  with  a  view  of  preventing  conviction  1 — Yes. 

6544.  Is  that  motive  in  favour  of  persons  prosecuted  ? — Yes,  and  to  shield  the 
rumsellers. 

B^  Rev.  Br,  McLeod : 

6545.  Have  you  many  cases  of  prosecution  1 — 27  last  year,  and  17  the  year  before. 

6546.  In  how  many  cases  did  you  succeed  in  securing  convictions  1 — Last  year  17 
out  of  27,  and  11  out  of  17  the  previous  year. 

6547.  Was  much  money  collected  in  fines? — Between  $500  and  $600  last  year,  and 
about  $500  remained  uncollected,  which  was  collected  this  year. 

6548.  And  the  year  before  % — We  collected  all  the  fines. 

6549.  You  receive  a  salary,  I  suppose  ? — Yes,  paid  by  the  Council. 

6550.  Thp  fines  are  for  that  purpose? — They  go  to  j)he  Council,  and  they  pay  me  out 
of  the  fines. 

6551.  Have  there  been  any  cases  of  imprisonment? — Yes,  two. 

6552.  In  the  course  of  last  year? — Yes. 

6553.  For  what  period  ? — One  since  June — the  person  has  just  got  out  of  jail— and 
one  last  year. 

6554.  Have  you  succeeded  to  any  good  degree  in  ihe  suppi'^ssion  of  the  ilHcit  sale 
of  liquor  ? — Yes ;  when  I  commenced  there  were  from  ten  to  twelve  open  places  in 
Annapolis,  and  to-day  there  is  no  liquor  sold  openly  there.     That  is  in  Annapolis  town. 

6555.  Where  is  the  greatest  difficulty :  in  the  town  ? — No,  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
county,  the  village  of  Middleton. 

6556.  You  think  the  illicit  selling  is  reduced  to  a  minimum  ? — Yes,  of  course  Uiere 
is  some  bottle  selling ;  and  where  the  cars  and  vessels  are  coming  in  every  day,  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  drive  it  out  entirely. 

6557.  Are  the  effects  of  prohibition  manifest  in  the  county  ? — Yes. 

6558.  In  what  way  ? — By  greater  sobriety. 

6559.  Do  you  think  they  are  also  manifest  in  the  better  condition  of  homes  and 
more  regular  working  of  employees  ? — Yes.  I  was  talking  to  a  grocery  man,  who  said 
that  now  he  could  get  his  money  and  before  he  could  not.  Before  there  was  a  rum  shop 
alongside  of  his  place. 

6560.  Do  you  find  great  difficulty  in  enforcing  the  law  ? — No,  sometimes  I  have  not 
an  efficient  constable,  and  if  he  does  not  do  it,  I  do  it  myself. 

6561.  Do  you  believe  that  efficient  officers  of  the  law  can  enforce  a  prohibitory  law 
as  well  as  any  law  against  petty  offences? — Yes.  The  only  .difference  I  would  make 
would  be  to  destroy  the  liquor  whenever  I  come  Jtcross  it. 

6562.  From  your  knowledge  as  Inspector,  what  is  your  belief  as  to  the  feeling  of 
the  people  about  general  prohibition,  which  would  touch  the  manufacture  and  importa- 
tion as  well  as  the  sale  ? — That  would  carry  unanimously,  if  we  had  a  chance  to  vote  for  it 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

6563.  You  do  not  mean  the  vote  would  be  unanimous  ? — The  other  party  would  be 
so  ashamed  that  they  would  not  go  to  the  polls  and  vote.  They  did  not  on  the  Scott  Act 

6564.  Did  the  people  vote  unanimously  on  the  Scott  Act  ? — There  were  very  few 
on  the  other  side. 

6565.  And  yet  you  have  27  cases  after  six  years*  service  ? — Yes. 

6566.  What  do  you  mean  by  saying  "  if  you  have  efficient  officers  f — They  some- 
times do  not  appoint  them. 

6567.  Who  appoints  the  constables  ? — The  Council. 
Hugh  M.  Irvine. 
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6568.  The  same  body  that  appoints  you  ? — Yes. 

6569.  And  yettthe  same  officers  do  not  assist  you? — Some  of  then: 

6570.  Do  you  report  them  to  the  Council  1 — No,  I  change  about ; 
one,  I  take  another  one.  I  have  here  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  Lodge  o 
[Appendix  No.  8.] 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

6571.  There  is  a  strong  temperance  sentiment  in  Annapolis  1 — Ye 

6572.  Are  there  many  temperance  societies  ? — Yes. 

6573.  xHow  long  has  that  state  of  things  existed  ? — It  has  been 
years. 

6574.  The  people  have  not  dropped  all  their  old  temperance  orgai 
of  the  adoption  of  the  Act  ? — No,  we  keep  them  all. 

6575.  And  you  find  the  influence  of  the  general  law  is  in  the  same 

6576.  What  towns  are  there  besides  Annapolis  and  Middleton  i 
Bridgetown. 

6577.  Are  some  of  these  places  on  the  line  of  railway  1 — Yes. 


SAMUEL  M.  RYERSON,  of  Yarmouth,  on  being  duly  sworn,  depo 
By  Judge  McDonald : 

6578.  What  is  your  occupation  or  calling  ? — T  am  a  farmer,  but  I 

6579.  How  long  have  you  lived  here  ? — I  lived  in  the  country  ab 
until  two  years  ago.  I  have  been  here  altogether  about  45  years,  a 
years  in  the  town. 

6580.  Have  you  been  Mayor  here  ?— ^No  }  I  have  been  a  merchani 
here. 

6581.  Have  you  been  a  Magistrate? — Yes. 

6582.  Have  you  had  any  experience  of  the  working  of  what  is  c< 
as  the  Scott  Act  ?--No.s 

6583.  As  a  citizen,  have  you  observed  how  it  has  been  enforced  in 
whether  there  has  been,  any  drinking  of  liquor? — I  think  the  Act  ha 
enforced ;  how  much  drinking  there  is,  I  do  not  know. 

6584.  Have  you  seen  any  drunkenness  ? — Yes,  some,  but  not  mucl 

6585.  Is  there  an  increase  or  a  decrease  as  compared  with  previous ; 
decrease  considering  the  increase  of  population,  which  has  been  fully  H 

By  Mr.    Gigault : 

6586.  Have  you  had  any  experience  as  to  the  working  of  the  M 
law  ?— No. 

6587.  Did  you  ever  travel  through  the  State  of  Maine  ? — Yes,  mai 

6588.  Were  there  any  liquors  sold  ? — I  never  found  any  difficulty 
I  wanted. 

6589.  So  liquors  were  sold  ] — I  think  so,  years  ago.  I  was  in  man 
State  of  Maine  15  or  20  years  ago.  Liquors  were  always  sold  at  the 
stopped  there. 

6590.  Are  the  physicians  very  careful  here  in  giving  certificate 
obtain  liquor  ? — I  think  so. 


21—22 


Digitized  by 


Google 


338  ROYAL   COMMISSION    ON  THE   LIQUOR  TRAFFIC. 

,    GEORGE  W.  J  OHNSON,  of  Yarmouth,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  :— 
By  Judge  McDonald : 

6591.  What  is  your  calling  or  occupation? — I  have  been  engaged  in  manufacta- 
ring  generally  since  I  have  been  here. 

6592.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Yarmouth  1 — About  thirty-four  years. 

6593.  Have  you  held  any  position  here  as  Councillor  or  Mayor  1 — As  Councillor. 

6594.  Are  you  a  Councillor  at  the  present  time  ? — No. 

6595.  Have  you  been  able  to  form  an  opinion  on  the  working  of  the  Scott  Act  in 
this  community  1 — I  have  not  given  it  much  thought  or  study. 

6596.  From  observation  of  the  working  of  the  Act,  do  you  think  it  is  efficiently 
enforced  1 — Fairly  so  ;  I  think  more  so  than  in  any  other  town  I  am  acquainted  with 
in  Nova  Scotia. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod: 

6597.  In  what  kind  of  manufacturing  are  you  engaged? — In  the  iron  business 
principally. 

6598.  You  employ  a  considerable  number  of  men  ? — Yes. 

6599.  You  have  been  engaged  in  that  business  for  a  number  of  years  ? — All  my  life. 

6600.  Have  you  observed  the  effects  of  the  drinking  habit  on  your  employees  \— 
Yes,  and  I  have  felt  it. 

6601.  What  effect  has  it  on  their  wage-earning  power  ? — It  lessens;  it  has  only 
one  effect,  and  that  is  evil. 

6602.  What  effect  has  in  on  your  work  ? — The  same. 

6603.  Does  it  interfere  with  and  injure  your  work  ? — It  does. 

6604.  Then  from  a  business  point  of  view,  do  you  believe  that  prohibition  of  the 
trade  would  be  an  advantage  ? — Certainly.  It  is  so  in  the  State  of  Maine.  1  am  a 
native  of  the  State  of  Maine. 

6605.  How  long  did  you  live  there  ?^-Until  I  was  twelve  years  of  age,  and  I  have 
since  been  there  frequently.     I  spent  a  year  in  Portland  some  years  ago. 

6606.  You  have  observed  the  working  of  the  prohibition  law  in  Maine  I — I  have. 

6607.  Will  you  state  your  view  of  the  operation  and  effects  of  the  Maine  liquor 
law  ? — It  is  very  difficult  in  the  State  of  Maine  even  now  for  a  native  of  that  State  or  a 
native  of  a  border  town  to  get  liquor  in  that  State.  Strangers  might  get  it,  that  is  the 
case  everywhere.  I  do  not  know  where  to  get  a  bottle  or  a  glass  of  liquor  in  this  town, 
but  several  of  my  friends  from  the  States  have  been  here  and  have  no  difficulty  in 
getting  a  bottle  of  liquor. 

6608.  Is  that  because  they  are  here  to-day  and  off  to-morrow  ? — Because  they  do 
not  stay  to  give  evidence  against  the  sellers  of  liquor. 

6609.  Do  you  believe  that  the  law  against  the  liquor  traffic  in  Maine  is  as  well  en- 
forced as  are  the  laws  in  the  State  against  other  offences  ? — I  do  not  know  so  much  now, 
but  I  think  in  years  past  it  was  so.  I  witnessed  a  riot  in  Portland,  when  the  ruffians 
attempted  to  storm  the  City  Hall.  I  saw  some  shooting  down  there.  They  were 
strongly  opposed,  of  course,  to  Mr.  Dow,  who  was  Mayor  at  the  time,  and  while  he  was 
in  office  the  liquor  interests  were  aroused  to  put  forth  all  their  strength.  They  even 
attempted  to  storm  the  City  Hall,  and  take  the  liquors  from  a  liquor  store. 

6610.  Is  it  your  belief  that  the  liquor  law  is  workable  and  has  good  effects? — I  do 
believe  it  has  had  a  beneficial  effect. 

6611.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  rural  districts  of  the  State  of  Maine? — Very 
little.     I  am  acquainted  with  the  people  of  Bangor  and  Portland  chiefly. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

6612.  How  long  is  it  since  you  have  been  in  Portland  ? — About  six  or  seven  years. 

6613.  And  the  law  was  rigidly  enforced  then? — Strangers  would  find  very  little 
difficulty  in  getting  liquor. 

6614.  Does  the  same  rule  obtain  here  ?— I  think  so. 
George  W.  Johnson. 
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6615.  The  liquor  sold  in  Yarmouth  is  sold  to  strangers? — I  think  more  to  them 
than  to  the  citizens  of  the  place. 

6616.  Are  they  strangers  who  were  brought  up  in  the  police  court  for  drunkenness  ? 
— I  think  so  frequently. 

6617.  Do  you  know  the  percentage? — I  cannot  say  ;  I  have  seen  many  strangers 
drunk  about  the  streets,  very  few  citizens. 

6618.  You  say  that  many  of  those  brought  up  for  drunkenness  in  the  police  court 
are  strangers  % — I  do  not  go  to  the  police  court,  but  I  have  heard  of  many  being  taken 
there. 

6619.  And  as  a  resident  of  Yarmouth,  you  do  not  know  where  to  go  to  get  any 
liquor  in  Yarmouth  I — I  do  not  know  by  personal  knowledge. 

6620*.  Do  you  know  by  hearsay  ? — I  hear  of  places. 

6621.  In  what  other  towns  in  Nova  Scotia  have  you  had  experience? — I  have  a 
knowledge  of  most  towns  in  Nova  Scotia,  Cape  Breton  and  Prince  Edward  Island. 

6622.  Is  the  law  better  enforced  here  than  in  the  other  towns  ? — Yes. 

6623.  Is  not  the  law  as  well  enforced  in  other  towns  ? — I  think  the  improvement 
is  much  less  marked. 

6624.  Since  when? — In  30  years,  the  improvement  here  has  been  steady. 

6625.  How  many  men  do  you  employ  ? — We  have  had  as  many  as  300  at  one  time. 
I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  business  now. 

6626.  Were  all  your  men  total  abstain^'rs  ? — Na 

6627.  How  many  of  the  moderate  drinkers  lost  time  ? — Very  few  ;  we  would  not 
employ  any  but  temperate  men. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

6628.  Do  you  mean  men  who  do  not  get  drunk,  or  total  abstainers? — Total 
abstainers,  but  we  have  employed  moderate  drinkers,  not  knowing  what  they  were  at  the 
time. 

6629.  But  you  employed  none  but  total  abstainers  when  you  could  get  them  ? — No. 


THOMAS  B.  CROSBY  of  Yarmouth,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  :— 
By  Judffe  McDonald : 

6630.  What  is  your  calling  or  occupation  ? — Manager  of  an  Insurance  Company  at 
present,  formerly  Municipal  Clerk,  and  in  business. 

6631.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Yarmouth  ? — It  is  my  native  county.  I  have 
lived  in  Yarmouth  all  my  life  except  13  years,  when  I  lived  at  the  neighbouring  village 
of  Tusket. 

6632.  How  long  is  it  since  you  were  Municipal  Clerk  ? — Four  years. 

6633.  Have  you  heard  the  evidence  given  here  this  afternoon  by  your  fellow  citizens  ? 
—Yes. 

6634.  Do  you  concur  in  the  remarks  made  by  them,  or  any  of  them  ? — In  part  of 
them. 

6635.  Are  there  any  particulars  upon  which  you  differ  with  them  ? — I  want  to  make 
a  historical  statement.  Prior -to  1828  there  were  no  temperance  societies  here.  Prior 
to  1844  licenses  were  granted.  In  1844  the  Sessions  refused  to  grant  licenses,  and  no 
licenses  have  been  granted  since. 

6636.  At  that  time  the  old  Nova  Scotia  license  law  was  in  force  ? — It  is  beyond 
my  memory.  We  have  never  had  a  prohibitory  law  in  the  Province.  My  earliest  recol- 
lection was  when  we  had  the  license  law  in  the  Province  for  25  years. 

6637.  Then  the  Scott  Act  took  its  place  ? — Yes. 

6638.  With  experience  of  both,  which  have  you  found  the  more^  effectual  ? — In  the 
first  place,  the  laws  for  the  suppression  of  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  were  the  best 
the  rum  element  would  allow  us  to  have. 

6639.  Your  opinion  is  that  all  legislation  up  to  this  time  has  been  controlled  by 
the  rum  element  ? — Yes. 

21— 22J 
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6640.  You  do  not  think  the  legislation  we  have  had  in  the  past  has  been  of  & 
character  to  bring  about  prohibition  ? — No. 

6641.  And  therefore  it  would  be  an  advaintage  to  the  community  to  have  a  pro- 
hibitory law  for  the  whole  Dominion,  a  law  preventing  the  manufacture,  importation 
and  sale  of  liquor  ? — Yes. 

6642.  And  you  think  it  could  be  efficiently  enforced  ? — I  think  so  in  the  Province 
of  Nova  Scotia. 

6643.  Would  you  propose  to  have  it  enforced  by  officers  appointed  by  the  Provb- 
oial  or  Dominion  Government,  or  would  you  let  every  county  look  after  that  itself? — I 
would  have  them  appointed  by  the  Dominion  Government,  but  named  by  the  temperance 
sentiment  of  the  counties,  so  as  to  have  honest,  faithful  men  in  sympathy  with  the  law 
to  put  down  the  evil. 

6644.  Have  you  had  reason  to  believe  that  since  the  passage  of  the  Scott  Act  there  * 
has  been  drinking  at  all  in  the  community  1 — ^Yes. 

6645.  To  any  extent  1 — To  a  small  extent. 

6646.  How  do  you  suppose  the  liquor  is  obtained  ? — A  large  quantity  of  it  is 
brought  in  in  small  packages  for  consumers.  Other  quantities  are  import^,  some  of 
them  in  the  original  packages  and  some  of  them  in  a  secret  way  and  sold  illegally. 

6647.  Have  you  had  occasion  to  see  whether  drunkenness  existed  at  any  time  f— 1 
go  up  and  down  the  streets  every  day. 

6648.  Do  you  see  drunken  men  on  the  streets  1 — Very  seldom,  I  do  not  think  I 
have  seen  ten  in  a  year  on  the  streets. 

6649.  Have  you  made  it  a  point  to  see  where  the  people  get  the  liquor  I — Yes ;  they 
get  it  from*  people  who  are  accused  of  selling  it,  but  against  whom  it  is  almost  impos- 
sible to  obtain  proof.  I  have  been  actively  identified  with  committees  who  were 
endeavouKing  to  ascertain  where  liquors  were  got,  and  the  parties  who  were  violating 
the  law.  I  have  been  in  the  Police  Court,  where  witnesses  were  summoned  who  I 
knew  had  purchased  a  bottle  of  liquor  the  night  before  and  entrusted  it  to  some  person, 
and  yet  the  witness  has  stood  up  and  sworn  he  did  not  get  it. 

6650.  He  was  guilty  of  deliberate  perjury  ? — Yes,  and  if  he  had  stayed  in  the 
county  twenty-four  hours  he  would  have  been  sent  to  Dorchester. 

6651.  Did  these  people  run  away  ? — Yes,  to  be  supplemented  by  a  new  crop. 

6652.  Are  these  strangers  or  natives  ? — Some  or  both. 

6653.  Have  you  any  experience  of  these  circulating  bars  ? — We  had  them  in  the 
past.     Sometimes  a  man  would  import  some  one  and  put  him  in  charge  for  a  time  only. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod  : 

6654.  Did  you  receive  a  circular  from  the  Ck)mmission  ? — No. 

6655.  Does  your  company  make  any  difference  in  taking  risks  between  total 
abstainers  and  drinking  men  ? — Yes,  by  qualifying  the  word  "drinking." 

6656.  What  is  the  qualification  ?— -The  question  is  asked,  "  What  is  your  habit  in 
life  as  to  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquor  f*  If  the  applicant  drinks  occasionally,  we 
ascertain  from  people  who  know  him  what  he  means  by  stating  "  occasionally."  If  he 
is  a  man  who  takes  a  glass  of  liquor  three  or  four  times  a  year  we  accept  him ;  but  if  he 
got  drunk  when  he  went  into  town,  we  would  not. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

6657.  If  he  took  a  glass  of  wine  every  day  with  his  dinner  ? — If  he  had  done  it  for 
a  number  of  years  we  would  accept  him. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

6658.  That  is  if  he  showed  he  was  able  to  do  it  ? — Certainly. 

6659.  Does  your  company  make  any  exception  for  persons  who  keep  a  hotel,  or  are 
bar-tenders  ? — We  do  not  take  any  one  who  vends  intoxicating  liquors. 

6660.  Then  your  company  believes  it  is  a  hazardous  business  ? — Yes. 

6661.  Is  t^at  a  moral  sentiment,  or  business  % — It  is  business. 
Thomas  B.  Crosby. 
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6662.  It  is  a  matter  of  dollars  and  cents  and  dividends  ? — No,  it  is  a  matter  of 
protection  to  other  persons. 

6663.  Some  confiscated  liquors  have  been  sold  at  auction  in  Scott  Act  towns, 
liquors  that  had  been  purchased  and  sold  illicitly  ? — YeS. 

6664.  Has  Yarmouth  had  any  such  case  ? — No. 

6665.  Has  there  been  any  confiscation  of  liquor  here  ? — Yes. 

6666.  What  was  done  vrith  it? — In  1887  or  1888  the  temperance  workers  of  this 
town  and  county  thought  we  had  been  permitting  this  thing  long  enough,  and  deter- 
mined to  do  aggressive  work.  We  were  under  the  old  license  law  of  Nova  Scotia, 
which  had  got  to  be  a  very  effective  weapon,  because  it  had  been  fought  through  the 
courts  for  twenty  years  or  more,  and  the  decisions  of  the  judges  had  made  the  unwritten 
law  better  than  the  written  law,  and  did  not  require  a  certiorari  every  time  there  was 
a  conviction.  There  were  four  or  five  shops  in  this  town  then  where  liquor  was  sold 
almost  openly.  Attempts  were  made  to  close  the  shops.  Some  were  closed,  and  we 
carried  the  people  to  the  county  jail  and  locked  them  up  until  the  inquest  was  held. 
The  others  who  kept  their  bars  closed  had  a  demand  made  upon  them  to  open.  They 
capitulated  and  asked  for  terms.  The  result  was  the  goods  were  shipped  back  to  St. 
John.  Still  four  times  more  liquor  could  have  been  found  at  sale  than  there  is  today, 
and  at  no  time  since  has  there  been  so  large  an  amount.  Since  then  there  has  been  an 
attempt  to  smuggle  from  St.  Peter's.  There  were  twenty  kegs  of  ten  gallons  each 
brought  in.  I  guess  it  was  pretty  bad  stuff,  for  it  would  hardly  burn.  It  was  seized 
and  offered  for  sale,  ihe  temperance  people  bought  it  for  $700,  and  it  was  taken  up  to 
the  public  square  and  burnt  rather  than  have  it  sent  to  St.  John  or  any  other  place  to 
add  to  the  misery  in  the  country. 

6667.  The  question  arises  sometimes  as  to  whether  a  hotel  or  saloon  license  is  pre- 
ferable. If  you  had  to  have  either  in  Yarmouth,  which  do  you  think  would  be  the  less 
prolific  of  evil  ? — The  less  prolific  of  evil  would  be  the  saloon.  If  you  opened  a  saloon 
here,  comparatively  few  would  enter  it.  The  moral  sentiment  of  the  town  would  con- 
demn it.  Society  would  ostracise  the  man  who  went  into  a  rum  shop,  where  nothing 
but  liquor  was  kept,  to  purchase  it.  In  hotels,  of  course,  where  the  general  travelling 
public  go,  there  is  less  difficulty  in  getting  it.  The  greatest  difficulty  we  have  is  with 
commercial  travellers  and  other  people  addicted  to  drink,  who  invite  in  our  young  men 
and  give  them  drink,  and  spend  hours  with  them. 

Btf  Mr,  Clarke  : 

6668.  What  insurance  company  are  you  connected  with? — The  Mutual  Relief 
Society  of  Nova  Scotia. 

6669.  You  say  there  are  large  quantities  of  small  packages  brought  in  for  con- 
sumers ? — ^Yes,  compared  with  what  is  sold  otherwise. 

6670.  Is  there  as  large  a  quantity  brought  in  now  under  the  more  rigid  enforce- 
ment of  the  law  ? — I  think  so,  because  when  liquor  could  be  got  more  conveniently  they 
would  get  it,  but  now  they  have  to  send  it  in. 

6671.  When  political  excitement  runs  high,  is  there  any  laxity  in  the  enforcement 
of  the  law  ?-— I  do  not  think  in  that  respect.  While  some  committees  might  possibly 
use  Uquor  to  some  extent,  it  is  given  away  and  not  sold. 


CHARLES   H.   BRYANT,   of  Yarmouth,  on    being    duly   sworn,    deposed   as 
follows : — 

Bi/  Jiidge  McDonald : 

6672.  What  is  your  occupation   or  calling  ?— Secretary   of   the    Jackson    Iron 
Company. 

6673.  Have  you  had  any  official  connection  with  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act  ? 
—No. 

6674.  Are  you  a  member  of  any  Temperance  Society  ? — No,  not  at  present. 
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6675.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  of  other  citizens  given  here  ? — No,  except  a 
short  part  of  the  evidence  given  by  the  last  witness. 

6676.  Do  you  believe  the  Scott  Act  is  fairly  enforced  1 — Yes,  fairly  enforced. 

6677.  You  think  the  officers  are  efficient  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty  1 — Yes,  I  do. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

6678.  Do  you  employ  a  large  number  of  men  ? — Quite  a  large  number. 

6679.  From  your  observation  and  experience,  do  you  believe  that  the  drink  habit 
has  an  injurious  or  beneficial  effect  upon  employees  % — Very  injurious. 

6680.  In  what  way  ? — By  loss  of  time. 

6681.  Have  you  a  rule  which  you  follow? — We  have  a  rule  forbidding  intoxicating 
liquors  being  brought  on  the  premises,  and  any  one  found  intoxicated  is  discharged  at 
once. 

6682.  And  in  hiring  men  do  you  give  the  preference  to  temperance  men  ? — Yes, 
always. 

6683.  And  that  is  on  businesii  principles  ?  — Yes,  that  is  the  idea. 

6684.  Do  you  find  in  your  work,  or  have  you  observed  that  the  drinking  of  one 
man  or  two  men  interferes  with  the  work  of  others  ? — That  is  so  to  quite  an  extent 

6685.  So  that  the  prohibition  of  the  drink  trade  would  be  an  advantage  from  a 
business  point  of  view  to  such  industry  as  you  carry  on,  and  to  the  men  employed 
therein  ? — It  all  depends  on  the  men.  If  it  is  a  labouring  man  drinking,  it  is  easy  to 
replace  him  ;  but  if  it  is  a  skilled  man,  it  makes  a  very  great  difference  when  others  are 
dependent  on  him. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  :     ^ 

6686.  Are  all  your  employees  total  abstainers  ? — I  cannot  say,  but  we  think  so. 
There  may  be  one  or  two  drinking  men. 

6687.  How  many  have  you  ?  About  seventy. 

6688.  Do  you  think  sixty-five  are  total  abstainers  ? — There  may  be,  I  do  not  know. 
If  we  knew,  we  would  not  have  drinking  men  there  a  very  great  while. 


AUGUSTUS  F.  STONEMAN,  of  Yarmouth,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

6689.  What  is  your  occupation  or  calling? — Merchant. 

6690.  How  long  have  you  been  a  merchant  in  Yarmouth  1 — Over  thirty  years. 

6691.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  of  previous  witnesses  as  to  the  state  of  matters 
here  ? — A  part  of  it. 

6692.  Do  you  concur  with  their  evidence  as  to  the  state  of  affairs  locally  ?— 
Generally  speaking,  yes. 

6693.  You  agree  with  them  in  the  opinion  as  to  the  effects  of  the  Scott  Act  here? 
—Yes. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

6694.  Have  you  had  any  experience  to  enable  you  to  say  whether  the  drink  trade 
and  the  drink  habit  have  any  injurious  effect  upon  business  generally  ? — I  do  not  know 
that  it  has  generally.     Temperance  principles  are  general  throughout  the  community. 

6695.  Do  you  find  that  the  people  who  drink  habitually  are  less  profitable  custom- 
ers for  business  men  than  those  who  do  not  ? — I  do  not  know  that  we  have  to  any 
great  extent  men  who  drink  habitually. 

6696.  Do  you  think  that  national  prohibition,  thoroughly  well  enforced,  that  is 
prohibition  of  the  manufacture,  importation  and  sale  of  strong  drink,  would  injurioasly 
affect  business  interests  generally  ? — No,  I  think  it  would  be  beneficial  to  Yarmouth. 

Charles  H.  Bryant. 
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6697.  You  are  a  member  of  the  Town  Council  ? — Yes. 

6698.  You  believe  that  the  enforcement  of  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  is  bene- 
ficial to  the  community  1 — I  do,  as  far  as  it  is  enforced.  I  do  not  think  it  is  enforced 
as  well  as  it  might  be,  if  there  were  certain  amendments  made  to  the  law. 

6699.  What  would  you  suggest  in  the  way  of  amendments  ? — I  am  not  prepared  to 
answer  that  question,  but  I  know  that  very  often  cases  are  brought  up  where  the  par- 
ties get  clear  on  some  little  deficiency  in  the  law. 

6700.  You  think  the  law  is  defective  ]— I  do. 


JOSEPH  BURRILL,  Jr.,  of  Yarmouth,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

670r.  What  is  your  occupation  or  calling? — Farmer. 

6702.  Do  you  hold  any  official  position  1 — Constable  and  Inspector  under  the  Scott 
Act  for  the  municipality  of  Yarmouth. 

6703.  Outside  the  town?— Yes. 

6704.  How  long  have  you  held  that  position  ? — Two  years. 

6705.  Has  your  duty  been  to  see  that  the  Scott  Act  is  enforced  ? — Yes. 

6706.  Have  you  used  your  best  endeavours  in  that  direction  ? — I  have. 

6707.  With  success? — There  have  been  no  prosecutions  outside  the  town. 

6708.  Do  you  believe  there  is  any  sale  at  all  in  the  municipality  outside  the  town  ? 
— There  is  a  little,  not  a  great  deal. 

6709.  Is  there  any  drinking  ? — Yes. 

6710.  Where  do  the  people  get  their  drink? — Chiefly  in  Yarmouth. 

6711.  Is  there  much  of  it  or  little? — Considerable. 

6712.  Is  any  of  it  to  what  you  call  excess,  or  is  it  moderate? — They  are  apt  to  get 
drank  when  they  come  into  town. 

6713.  Do  they  go  home  in  that  state? — If  they  do  not  live  too  far  away. 

6714.  What  do  you  mean  by  that? — If  they  live  20  or  30  miles  away  they  are  apt 
to  get  sober  before  they  get  home. 

6715.  Is  your  municipality  large  enough  for  that? — Yes,  it. is  45  miles  long. 

By  Mr,  Clarke: 

6716.  Yarmouth  seems  to  be  a  source  of  supply  for  quite  a  large  territory  ? — We 
can  go  about  50  miles  to  Pubnico,  along  the  shore  1 4  miles,  and  to  the  eastward  about 
30  miles. 

6717.  There  is  very  little  liquor  in  your  Municipality  ? — Yes. 

6718.  And  your  people  get  it  in  Yarmouth  for  all  that  territory  ? — Yes. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

6719.  Why  do  they  not  get  it  on  their  way  home  ? — There  is  no  open  sale. 


Rev.   EDWIN  CROWELL,  of  Barrington,    Shelburne    county,  on    being   duly 
sworn,  deposed  as  follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

6720.  You  are  a  minister  of  the  Gospel  ? — Yes,  of  the  Free  Baptist  Church. 

6721.  How  long  have  you  resided  at  Barrington  ? — It  is  my  native  place  ;  I  have 
lived  there  for  30  years. 

6722.  You  have  been  a  minister  there,  how  long? — Nearly  4  years. 

6723.  What  law  has  been  in  force  there  in  that  time  ? — The  Scott  Act. 
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6724.  How  does  it  work  ? — It  is  fairly  well  enforced. 

6725.  Is  Barrington  incorporated  ? — The  township  is  incorporated. 

6726.  Have  you  a  Stipen(£ary  Magistrate  ? — No. 

6727.  You  have  the  ordinary  Magistrates  ? — Yes. 

6728.  Have  you  a  Police  Constable  or  County  Constables  ? — Both  I  think. 

6729.  Has  there  been  any  attempt  to  enforce  the  Act  ? — It  has  been  in  force  in  tiie 
county  for  10  years. 

6730.  Has  there  been  any  violation  of  it  ? — Very  little. 

6731.  Do  you  see  any  drunkenness? — I  do  not  think  I  ever  did  Jn  the  village. 
There  are  parts  of  the  municipality  where  drunkenness  is  seen  sometimes. 

6732.  Among  what  class  of  people? — Seafaring  or  fishing  people  generally. 

6733.  Where  do  they  get  their  liquor  ? — From  steamers  that  come  in. 

6734.  Is  Barrington  inland  ? — No,  it  is  a  seaport. 

6735.  Do  steamers  get  in  there? — ^It  is  obtained  from  coasting  steamers  generally. 
It  is  brought  from  Halifax  on  orders,  but  there  is  very  little  indeed. 

67 3G.  now  far  are  you  from  Yarmouth? — 45  miles. 

6737.  You  have  no  railway,  I  think? — No,  only  the  steamship  connection. 

6738.  What  is  the  population  ? — The  Municipality  represents  about  half  the  county 
and  would  take  in  about  8,000  people,  but  the  village  would  have  about  2,000  people  or 
less. 

6739.  Aside  from  your  pastoral  office  and  observation  of  families  as  a  minister, 
have  you  had  any  opportunity  as  a  citizen  of  observing  the  effects  morally  and  socially 
of  the  drink  traffic  ? — As  compared  with  other  places  if  you  speak  of  Barrington,  I  think 
it  is  a  place  where  sobriety  and  thrift  are  quite  remarkable.  I  do  not  think  you  would 
find  amongst  those  2,000  people  perhaps  a  dozen  who  had  mortgages  on  their  property. 
They  own  their  own  buildings  and  vessels  and  so  on. 

6740.  And  you  attribute  that  mainly  to  the  sobriety  of  the  people  ? — Yes. 

6741.  Do  you  think  the  laws  for  the  restriction  of  the  trade  have  had  any  effect  on 
that  ? — Yes ;  not  so  much  because  there  have  been  actions  taken,  as  that  the  few  that 
have  occurred  have  deterred  people  from  engaging  in  the  traffic. 

6742.  You  say  few  attempts  at  enforcement  have  occurred.  You  do  not  mean  to 
say  the  law  has  not  been  enforced  ? — No.  But  there  is  no  particular  reason  for  enforce- 
ment.    Drunkenness  is  not  seen. 

6743.  When  there  has  been  a  violation  of  the  law,  the  law's  machinery  has  been 
put  into  force  ? — That  attempt  was  successful  whether  conviction  .was  secured  or  not 
The  sentiment  of  the  community  was  such  as  to  break  up  illicit  trade. 

6744.  And  has  that  had  the  effect  of  deterring  others  who,  if  there  had  been  laxity, 
would  have  engaged  in  the  trade  ? — To  some  extent.  Some  years  ago  we  were  troubled 
with  the  proximity  of  a  smuggling  den,  and  the  facility  for  getting  liquor  had  a  bad 
effect.     The  public  sentiment  of  the  municipality  has  not  been  quite  restored  yet. 

6745.  Was  that  at  Argj^e  ? — Yes ;  but  that  was  broken  up  under  the  operation  of 
the  Scott  Act,  I  think. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

6746.  During  your  absence  from  Barrington,  where  did  you  reside  ? — Six  years  as 
pastor  of  a  church  here,  and  I  was  a  year  in  Maine. 

6747.  Did  you  have  an  opportunity  of  observing  the  operation  of  the  Maine  liquor 
law  ? — I  was  there  as  a  student  supplying  different  villages,  with  Lewiston  as  a  centre. 
I  had  some  opportunity. 

6748.  How  was  the  law  enforced  ? — In  the  villages  it  was  fairly  well  enforced. 

6749.  In  the  larger  towns  ? — There  was  not  much  open  sale.  The  work  was 
evidently  confined  to  small  shebeens. 

6750.  And  in  the  cities? — In  the  cities  it  depended  upon  which  party  gained 
power.  If  one  party  gained  power,  they  put  in  officers  who  would  not  enforce  the 
law.  If  the  temperance  people  were  in  power,  they  put  in  officers  who  would  enforce  it, 
and  they  did. 

6751.  The  Maine  law  was  a  failure  if  the  prohibition  party  were  not  in  power? — 
but  it  was  not  a  success. 

Rev.  Edwin  Crowell. 
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ALBERT  GAYTON,  of  Yarmouth,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  at  follows  :— 
By  Judge  McDoiudd: 

6752.  What  is  your  occupation  or  calling  ? — Registrar  of  Deeds. 

6753.  Have  you  had  anything  to  do  with  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — 
Nothing  specially  with  that. 

6754.  Anything  in  connection  with  the  license  law  1 — In  years  p9.st. 

6755.  In  what  respect  1 — As  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  the  municipitlity  of  Argyle, 
where  I  was  residing. 

6756.  Was  the  Scott  Act  in  force  fi^t  that  time  ? — No,  it  was  twenty  years  ago 
under  the  old  Nova  Scotia  law. 

6757.  How  did  you  find  it  work  ? — It  was  pretty  effective  in  suppressing  the 
traffic. 

6758.  You  had  no  licenses  ? — No. 

6759.  You  found  the  prohibitory  clauses  of  that  law  could  be  well  enforced  ? — Yes. 
I  think  the  penalties  were  small ;  still  the  law  was  effective.  I  know  of  cases  that  wei-e 
brought  before  me,  and  the  parties  ceased  to  sell. 

6760.  Have  you  been  a  member  of  the  Legislature  ? — I  have  l^een  a  member  for 
the  County  of  Yarmouth  iit  the  Provincial  Legislature. 

6761.  Are  you  now? — No. 

6762.  Are  you  well  acquainted  with  the  new  Provincial  License  Law  ? — Yes,  of 
1886. 

6763.  Placing  it  and  the  Scott  Act  side  by  side,  have  you  formed  an  opinion  as  to 
which  would  be  stronger  in  enforcing  prohibition  ? — I  have  never  given  it  very  particu- 
lar attention  as  to  comparison,  but  I  am  of  opinion  just  now  that  the  Scott  Act  would 
be  more  effective  than  the  prohibitory  clauses  of  the  License  Act. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod  : 

6764.  How  many  years  did  you  represent  Yarmouth  1 — A  little  short  of  20  years. 

6765.  What  do  you  think  Yarmouth  County  would  do  if  it  had  to  determine  as  to 
a  general  prohibitory  law  ? — I  think  it  would  go  strongly  in  favour  of  it. 

6766.  What  do  you  believe  the  feeling  of  Nova  Scotia  is? — I  believe  the  feeling  of 
Nova  Scotia  is  largely  in  favour  of  the  suppression  of  the  liquor  traffic  through  a  law 
which  will  prohibit  the  manufacture,  importation  and  sale. 

6767.  On  what  do  you  base  that  opinion  ? — On  my  association  with  the  public  men 
of  Nova  Scotia  for  20  years. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

6768.  How  do  you  account  for  the  fact,  then,  that  the  law  is  much  better  enforced 
in  some  parts  of  the  Province  that  in  others,  and  that  in  some  parts  it  is  almost  a  dead 
letter? — I  think  in  some  parts  public  sentiment  is  not  as  strong  as  in  others,  and  in 
some  parts  the  officers  are  not  as  capable  and  vigilant  as  they  are  in  others. 

t  6769.  Do  you  think  it  would  render  the  Act  more  perfectly  and  easily  enforced  if 
the  officers  were  appointed  by  the  Provincial  or  Dominion  Government  ? — I  think  very 
much  more :  as  Mr.  Crosby  said,  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  very  material  who  appoints 
the  officers,  but  it  depends  upon  the  officers  themselves.  I  think  if  the  Dominion  had 
a  prohibitory  law,  they  would  probably  appoint  the  officers  recommended  by  the  count- 
ies where  they  were  to  act.     y 
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Rev.  EBENEZER  D.  MILLER,  of  Yarmouth,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 
6770.  What  is  your  calling  or  occupation  ? — Minister  of  the  Gospel. 
67 7 L  Of  what  religious  body  1 — Presbyterian. 

6772.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Yarmouth  1 — About  fourteen  months. 

6773.  Have  you  been  brought  into  cohtact  with  the  working  of  the  Scott  Aett— 
No,  not  in  Yarmouth. 

6774.  Were  you  in  any  part  of  Nova  Scotia  ? — Not  much  in  connection  with  the 
Scott  Act,  but  I  resided  for  eleven  months  in  Lunenburg,  where  we  had  three  different 
states  of  law.    We  had  the  old  Nova  Scotia  license  law,  which  was  supposed  to  be  super- 
seded by  the  McCarthy  Act  in  1885  to  1886,  then  we  reverted  to  the  new  Nova  Scotia  "^ 
license  law  about  1887. 

6775.  Of  these,  which  did  you  find  worked  the  most  effectually  ? — I  think  I  can 
say  very  decidedly  the  present  Nova  Scotia  Act. 

6776.  Taking  your  experience  of  that  law  in  Lunenburg,  and  your  experience  here 
of  the  Scott  Act,  which  of  the  two  would  you  prefer  1 — I  would  have  to  answer  that  with 
a  slight  reservation.  I  think  in  many  respects  the  license  law  is  fully  equal  to  the  Scott 
Act,  but  a  few  of  its  points  have  to  be  decided. 

6777.  That  is  as  to  the  practical  working  of  it? — Yes. 

6778.  Taking  the  two  Acts,  which  would  you  prefer  1 — I  do  not  think  there  k  much 
to  choose  between  the  two,  because  in  enforcing  the  law  the  method  is  much  the  same. 
Inspectors  are  appointed,  and  the  work  is  carried  on  in  the  same  way. 

6779.  Has  any  attempt  been  made  to  carry  the  Scott  Act  in  Lunenburg! — Na 
There  was  a  commencement  of  an  attempt,  but  very  many  pi'eferred  the  old  license  law, 
and  in  order  not  to  defeat  the  temperance  sentiment,  those  who  favoured  the  Scott  Act 
abandoned  the  attempt,  and  it  was  not  brought  to  a  vote. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod  : 

6780.  Did  you  live  at  any  time  where  licenses  were  issued  1 — I  did  as  a  boy  and  a 
young  man. 

6781.  Did  you  observe  the  effect  which  licenses  had  upon  the  illicit  selling  of  liquor  t 
— I  remember  that  we  boys  knew  of  illicit  places  close  to  licensed  houses  :  that  was  in 
the  county  of  Pictou. 

6782.  Do  you  think  a  license  system,  with  a  high  license  fee,  would  prevent  illicit 
sale  1 — I  do  not  think  it  would  have  any  effect  in  restricting  the  sale  of  liquor,  because 
men  go  into  the  business  of  selling  liquor  in  order  to  make  money.  If  they  pay  |1,000 
for  a  license,  they  must  recuperate  themselves  either  by  increasing  the  price  or  by 
increasing  the  quantity.  I  think  the  liquor  seller  would  push  the  business  rather  than 
increase  the  price. 

6783.  How  far  do  you  think  the  lack  of  public  opinion  interferes  with  the  operation 
of  a  law  like  the  Canada.  Temperance  Act  1 — I  would  discriminate  between  different 
phases  of  public  opinion.  I  think  most  of  the  middle  class  of  Nova  Scotians  are  strongly 
in  favour  of  the  Act,  but  in  the  lower  and  in  the  higher  portion  of  the  community  many 
are  opposed  to  it,  and  to  any  measure  of  that  kind,  and  I  find  that  the  efforts  of  the 
temperance  people  of  Shelbume,  Lunenburg  and  Pictou  are  frustrated  by  the  few  people 
in  the  centres  where  liquor  is  being  sold.  They  are  not  ^ry  solid  in  their  views,  they 
have  no  personality,  but  the  efforts  of  the  temperance  people  are  thwarted  by  a  few 
persons  who  have  wires  in  their  hands  which  they  pull. 

6784.  Do  you  think  the  law  would  be  still  better  enforced  if  there  were  officials 
appointed  either  by  the  Federal  Government  or  the  Local  Government  ? — If  the  Federal 
Government  were  really  sound  in  favour  of  prohibition,  I  would  say  let  them  appoint  the 
oflScers  ;  but  where  they  are  not,  I  think  it  would  be  better  for  the  Municipal  authorities 
to  appoint,  where  they  are  thoroughly  in  favour  of  it.  I  think  the  statement  of  a  previous 
witness  as  to  the  feeling  of  the  people  in  Halifax,  and  as  to  the  action  of  the  Legislature, 
is  correct. 

Rev.  Ebenezer  D.  Miller 
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6785.  What  is  jouf  belief  as  to  the  possibility  of  enforcing  general  prohibition  ? — As 
far  as  I  know  Nova  Scotia,  and  chiefly  the  western  part  of  it,  I  think  a  prohibitory  law 
with  suitable  machinery  could  be  pretty  thoroughly  enforced,  because  the  sale  of  liquor 
woukl  be  greatly  restricted  in  St.  John,  Halifax,  and  in  other  places.  We 
would  watch  it  on  the  wharfs,  and  could  catch  it  there  better  than  in  the  holes  and 
comers.  A  prohibitory  law  would  also  have  a  general  educative  effect  on  the  whole 
province.  When  the  licenses  were  shut  off  in  Pictou,  we  heard  the  same  statement  we 
hear  now  as  to  the  impossibility  of  enforcing  the  law ;  but  four  or  five  years  afterwards, 
liquor  disappeared  from  country  towns. 

6786.  Do  you  think  the  law  has  an  educating  effect  ? — I  do. 


EDWARD  FRANKLIN  CLEMENTS,  of  Yarmouth,  on  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  as  follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

^1^1.  What  is  your  occupation  or  calling? — Manager  of  companies  since  1866. 

6788.  Have  you  had  any  opportunity  of  noticing  the  working  of  the  Scott  Act  in 
Yarmouth  ? — I  have  been  a  resident  here  nearly  all  my  life  time. 

6789.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  given  by  other  witnesses  ] — I  have. 

6790.  Do  you  concur  in  it  ? — Partly. 

6791.  In  what  way  do  you  differ  with  it] — As  to  the  effect  of  temperance  organi- 
zations generally. 

6792.  What  is  your  opinion  generally  on  that  subject  ] — I  think  they  are  governed 
by  politics  generally,  and  are  made  part  of  the  political  machinery  of  the  county. 

6793.  Do  you  mean  locally  or  generally  ? — Both. 

6794.  They  are  made  part  of  the  political  machinery,  in  what  sense  ? — Strictly  in  a 
party  political  sense. 

6795.  Does  that  interfere  with  the  enforcement  of  the  Act  ? — I  think  not.  Those 
who  have  in  hand  the  enforcement  of  the  law  are  not  governed  by  the  politics  of  either 
party. 

6796.  Then  they  do  their  duty,  you  think  ? — I  should  judge  so. 

By  Mr.  Gigauit  : 

6797.  Have  you  any  experience  as  to  the  working  of  the  prohibitory  law  in  the 
State  of  Maine  ? — Since  I  entered  the  transportation  business  it  became  my  duty  to 
travel  a  great  deal  through  Maine  and  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick,  and  while  I  am 
a  strict  teetotaller  myself,  I  have  always  mingled  with  those  who  use  intoxicants,  and  if  it 
came  to  my  turn  to  treat  any  person,  I  did  it  willingly.  In  the  few  hotels  I  used 
in  the  State  of  Maine  I  have  yet  to  find  out  there  was  any  prohibition. 

6798.  Have  you  been  many  times  in  the  State  of  Maine? — Up  to  1888  I  was  there 
several  times  in  each  month,  that  is,  from  1880  to  1888.  One  of  the  head  officers  of 
the  Company  was  in  Portland. 

6799.  What  has  been  your  experience  as  to  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Ace 
generally  in  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia  ? — My  opinion  is  that  no  prohibitory  Act 
prohibits  the  use  of  liquor.  I  tried  to  prohibit  it  on  the  steamers  I  had,  but  in  all  com- 
panies those  men  who  are  capable  of  taking  command  of  vessels  are  moderate  drinkers, 
and  it  would  be  cutting  the  throats  of  the  companies  to  do  away  with  them  by  threaten- 
ing dismissal.     I  found  that  the  case  here. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

6800.  You  think,  then,  the  enforcement  of  these  prohibitory  laws  runs  much  upon 
pohtical  lines  here  and  elsewhere  1 — I  do. 

6801.  Did  you  hear  the  evidence  of  the  witness  who  said  that  if  the  prohibition 
party  were  succ^sful,  the  law  was  enforced  in  Maine,  and  if  they  were  not  successful, 
it  was  not  enforced  1    Your  experience  was  not  exactly  the  same,  but  you  thought  that 
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whatever  party  was  in  power  you  found  no  difficulty  in  securing  liquors  ? — I  thosgu. 
that  was  in  reference  to  the  local  authorities,  and  that  the^  did  all  they  could  to  prevent 
the  improper  sale  of  liquor. 

6802.  You  think  the  temperance  organizations  are  political  ? — Yes. 

6803.  Is  the  law  so  far  as  the  State  of  Maine  is  concerned,  a  dead  letter  1 — As  fcir 
as  I  observed. 

6804.  Your  experience  elsewhere  than  in  Yarmouth,  is  what  ? — In  the  province  of 
Nova  Scotia,  in  New  Brunswick  and  in  Prince  Edward  Island. 

6805.  Is  there  any  selling  of  liquor  in  Yarmouth  1 — I  should  judge  sa  I  do  not 
know  where  to  buy  any  liquor  if  I  wanted  it.  When  I  want  it,  I  send  away  and  get  it 
elsewhere. 

6806.  What  companies  do  you  represent? — The  Clements  Line,  and  the  No^'a 
Scotia  Steamship  line,  up  to  1868,  and  lately  the  Electric  Light  Company.  I  haw 
always  had  connection  with  companies  since  I  was  a  youngster. 

6807.  You  would  not  insist  on  your  officials  being  total  abstainers  ? — I  did  away 
with  bars  on  the  boats,  and  provided  that  the  officers  should  be  tK)tal  abstainers;  but  I  found 
that  it  did  not  work.  I  found  that  officers  would  sacrifice  their  salaries  rather  than 
submit  to  any  sumptuary  law  which  I  might  make,  and  I  presume  it  would  be  the  same 
with  regard  to  any  law  the  Government  might  make. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

6808.  You  do  not  belong  to  a  temperance  society  ? — No. 

6809.  You  are  a  total  abstainer? — I  am,  and  have  been  for  quite  a  while. 

6810.  You  attempted  to  enforce  total  prohibition  on  the  steamers  of  which  you 
had  control  ? — Yes. 

6811.  Why  did  you  do  that? — I  recognized  the  fact  that  rum  indiscriminately  used 
is  a  nuisance,  particularly  if  firemen  on  board  of  a  steamer  can  get  access  to  it. 

6812.  You  did  not  succeed  in  enforcing  the  prohibition  ? — We  did  not. 

6813.  Not  even  against  the  firemen  ? — Not  against  any  of  the  employees. 

6814.  You  gave  it  up? — Yes. 

6815.  You  let  them  have  it  as  they  liked  ? — No,  doing  away  with  the  bare  wouJd 
allow  less  access  to  them,  but  they  used  to  bring  it  on  board  with  them. 

6816.  There  was  no  return  of  tlie  system  ? — No. 


Rev.  WILLIAM  McINTOSH,  of  Yarmouth,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

6817.  What  is  your  calling  or  occupation? — Clergyman  of  the  Congr^ational 
Church. 

6818.  Are  you  a  pastor  in  Yarmouth  ? — Yes. 

6819.  And  have  been  so,  for  how  long  a  time  ?— ^Nearly  9  years. 

6820.  Have  you  been  brought  at  all  into  contact  with  the  working  of  the  Soott 
Act?— Not  officially. 

6821.  But  as  a  citizen  ? — I  have  seen  something  of  its  working. 

6822.  Have  you  heard  the  evidence  given  here  by  the  other  witnesses  to^y  f— 
Yes. 

6823.  Do  you  concur  with  it  ? — Very  largely. 

6824.  Do  you  know  any  provisions  of  the  law  to  which  you  would  suggest  amend- 
ments, or  have  you  made  a  study  of  it  ? — Not  particularly.  With  respect  to  the  matter 
referred  to  here  this  morning,  that  the  licenses  are  not  sufficienly  high,  I  agree  with  the 
idea  that  they  should  be  increased. 

Edward  Franklin  Clements. 
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By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod; 

6825.  Have  jou  had  an  opportunity  of  comparing  the  condition  of  communities 
under  license  with  that  of  communities  under  local  prohibition  ? — Not  in  Nova  Scotia* 

6826.  Can  you  ccHnpare  two  such  communities,  one  in  Nova  Scotia  and  one  else- 
where ? — Yes.  I  lived  in  Ontario  until  about  20  years  ago  in  a  community  where  a 
license  law  was  enforced.  I  lived  in  the  Province  of  Quebec  for  about  1 2  years  before 
ooming  here,  where  I  saw  the  Dunkin  Act  of  1864  enforced,  and  I  marked  the  very 
beneficial  results  of  that  measure  on  the  community  in  the  County  of  Richmond. 

6827.  You  were  in  a  licensed  community  in  Ontario  and  under  the  Dunkin  Act  in 
Quebec :  what  was  the  difference  in  the  condition  of  the  communities  ? — I  was  in  a 
licensed  community  in  Ontario,  and  also  in  Quebec  ;  but  during  my  residence  in  the  lat- 
ter province  the  Dunkin  Act  was  brought  into  force,  and  fairly  well  enforced  after  a 
few  years,  and  the  results  as  to  the  decrease  of  drinkers  were  very  marked. 

6828.  Was  there  a  decrease  of  anything  else  that  was  und^rable,  and  an  increase  of 
that  which  was  desirable  ? — So  far  as  business  was  concerned,  I  was  not  there  long  enough 
to  mark  any  great  change  in  that  way. 

6829.  As  to  poverty  or  petty  crime  or  the  condition  of  the  homes  ? — No,  I  do  not 
think  I  could  say  anything  about  that,  because  it  was  only  about  two  years  .before  I  left 
that  the  Dunkin  Act  was  enforced. 

6830.  Having  in  your  mind  the  condition  of  affairs  under  the  license  law  in  Ont- 
ario and  in  Quebec,  and  having  a  knowledge  of  the  condition  of  things  in  Yarmouth 
under  the  Canada  Temperance  Act,  what  was  the  difference  ? — Very  much  to  the  advan- 
tage of  Yarmouth.  I  know  Ontario  very  well,  and  I  know  Quebec  fairly  well,  and  I 
must  say  that  the  inhabitants  of  Yarmouth  County  compare  very  favourably  with  any 
part  of  Ontario  or  Quebec  that  I  have  visited,  and  I  have  visited  nearly  all  parts  of  those 
provinces. 

6831.  Of  course  you  attribute  this  condition  of  thing  as  to  sobriety  to  a  certain 
extent  to  moral  and  religious  teaching  ?  Do  you  give  such  laws  as  have  been  in  opera- 
tion in  Yarmouth  any  credit  for  this  better  condition  of  things  ? — I  always  give  law  the 
credit  of  being  an  additional  force. 

6832.  What  effect  do  you  think  laws  have  on  public  opinion  in  shaping  it  in  re- 
ference to  evils  of  this  kind  ? — They  have  a  large  effect.  Law,  I  take  it,  is  always  an 
educator,  and  that  is  why  law  was  first  given  to  people  and  countries  where  public 
opinion  was  not  equal  to  it,  and  it  governed  and  formed  public  opinion. 

6833.  Then  you  think  that  a  law  against  an  admitted  evil,  even  if  it  is  violated 
sometimes,  is  better  on  the  statute-book  than  off  the  statute-book  % — Decidedly. 

6834.  Because  of  the  educative  effect  it  has?— Yes. 

6835.  What  do  you  believe  to  be  the  best  mode,  in  the  public  interest^  of  dealing 
with  the  liquor  traffic,  license,  local  option,  or  total  general  prohibition  of  the  manu- 
facture, importation  and  sale  \ — The  latter  by  all  means. 

6836.  Do  you  think  a  law  allowing  the  importation  of  beer,  wine  and  cider  only 
would  be  beneficial  or  harmful  ? — Very  harmful,  because  it  would  engender  the  taste  in 
families  that  would  not  begin  with  alcoholic  liquor  at  first. 

6837.  Have  you  observed  that  those  who  indulge  moderately  with  the  intention  of 
never  doing  anything  else  have  become  anything  more  than  moderate  drinkers,  or  any 
percentage  of  them  ? — Yes,  in  my  experience  as  a  pastor,  I  have  to  say  that,  while 
there  are  very  many  excellent  persons  who  continue  all  their  lifetime  to  take  al- 
coholic drinks  moderately,  a  very  large  percentage  of  their  families  become  addicted  to 
the  excessive  use  of  alcoholic  liquors. 

6838.  What  is  the  position  of  your  denomination  as  such  towards  the  liquor 
traffic  ? — Almost  totally  in  favour  of  its  prohibition.  I  might  have  brought  the  resolution 
which  was  passed  at  the  two  last  annual  meetings  calling  for  the  complete  prohibition 
of  the  liquor  traffic. 

6839.  What  is  the  attitude  of  your  congregation  ? — Almost  entirely  against  it. 
There  might  be  one  or  two  exceptions. 

6840.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  temperance  societies  of  Yarmouth  ;  do  politics 
govern  them  ? — I  have  not  seen  it  at  all. 
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By  Mr.  Clarke : 

6841.  In  what  part  of  the  province  of  Ontario  have  you  had  experience? — I  wag 
brought  up  in  the  county  of  Simcoe.      I  went  to  school  in  the  town  of  Barrie, 

6842.  Was  your  home  in  Barrie  ? — A  little  north  of  Barrie.  I  lived  for  Mr  years 
in  the  town  of  OriUia  before  coming  to  the  province  of  Quebec. 

6843.  And  was  there  a  better  condition  of  .things  under  the  Dun  kin  Act  in  Quebec 
than  existed  in  Simcoe  county  under  a  License  Act  1 — Yes. 

6844.  There  was  less  drunkenness  ? — Yes. 

6845.  Has  it  been  the  experience  of  countries  where  light  wines  and  beers  are  used 
entirely  that  they  engender  a  taste  for  strong  drinks  ? — You  mean  France  and  Germany. 
Not  having  lived  there,  I  can  hardly  give  you  an  intelligent  answer  to  the  question. 

6846.  And  yet  you  say  you  believe  that  light  wines  and  beer  would  engender  a 
taste  for  strong  drinks  ? — Yes. 

6847.  In  those  two  countries  where  light  wines  and  beer  are  the  drinks  which  the 
people  use,  has  that  been  the  result  1 — I  cannot  speak  from  experience,  but  I  am  very 
intimate  with  some  people  who  have  lived  there,  and  they  assure  me  that  the  common 
people  in  these  countries  indulge  more  freely  than  we  do  here  in  wines  not  light  and 
beers  somewhat  heavy. 


GEORGE  ALLEN  EWAN,  of  Yarmouth,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

6848.  What  is  your  calling  or  occupation  ? — Manager  of  the  Yarmouth  Woollen 
Mill  Company. 

6849.  Have  you  any  knowledge  officially  of  the  working  of  the  liquor  laws? — Not 
officially. 

6850.  As  a  citizen  ?— Yes. 

6851.  As  such,  do  you  concur  in  the  evidence  you  have  heard  ? — Yes. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

6852.  Did  you  hear  the  evidence  given  by  Mr.  Johnston  ? — I  did  not. 

6853.  By  Mr.  Bryant  ? — I  was  not  in  at  the  time. 

6854.  How  many  men  do  you  employ  ? — We  have  from  50  to  60.  Our  last  pay  roll 
was  49,  and  of  these  18  were  men. 

6855.  Have  you  had  any  opportunity  of  observing  the  effects  of  the  drink  trade 
and  the  drink  habit  on  your  employees  ? — There  are  only  4  out  of  the  18  who  use  liquor 
at  all,  and  owing  to  the  stringent  measures  taken  against  it  in  Yarmouth  they  are 
scarcely  able  to  get  it.  As  loug  as  I  have  been  there,  I  do  not  think  we  have  had  any 
effects  at  all. 

6856.  Do  you  employ  men  who  are  non-drinkers  if  you  can  get  abstainers  1 — ^We 
give  abstainers  the  preference. 

6857.  Is  that  because  abstainers  are  more  regular  at  their  work  1 — ^Yes. 

6858.  And  more  trustworthy  ? — Yes,  as  far  as  my  experience  has  gone. 


Rev.  William  McIntosh. 
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Rev.   GEORGE  N.   WHITE  of    Yarmouth,    on  being  duly  s 
follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald: 

6859.  What  is  your  calling  or  occupation  ? — A  Baptist  Clergyma 

6860.  Did  you  hear  the  evidence  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mcintosh  ? — I 

6861.  Do  you  concur  with  what  he  said  as  to  the  state  of  thingi 
I  do. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

6862.  Have  you  had  any  opportunity  of  observing  the  condition  ( 
munity  under  license,  and  then  in  a  community  under  prohibition  ;  and 
is  the  difference  ? — In  my  boyhood  days  I  was  in  a  community  undei 
in  later  days  under  the  Scott  Act.  In  the  days  of  license  it  was 
Eight  or  nine  taverns  were  in  a  small  community  of  2,000  inhabita] 
Scott  Act  came  into  force,  the  tra£Bc  was  simply  driven  out  of  sight, 
that  liquor  was  sold  in  secret  places,  but  there  was  great  advantage  fn 
the  Scott  Act. 

6863.  So  there  was  a  change  in  the  condition  of  the  community 
to  drinking. 

6864.  Did  the  change  from  license  to  prohibition  under  the  Sco1 
better  or  worse  condition  as  to  the  homes  and  business  of  the  commui 

6865.  How  long  have  you  been  in  Yarmouth  I — A  little  over  foi 

6866.  Are  you  connected  with  any  temperance  societies  ? — I  am 

6867.  Have  you  been  identified  with  their  work  ? — I  have  in  the 

6868.  Do  you  think  they  are  political  organizations  ? — I  do  not. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

6869.  What  community  was  it  you  spoke  of  in  which  the  Act  >^ 
— St.  Martin's  in  St.  John's  County,  New  Brunswick. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

6870.  How  long  is  it  since  there  were  eight  or  nine  taverns  in  t 
2,000  people  ?— About  1870. 

The  Commission  adjourned,  to  meet  in  St.  John,  New   Brunswic 
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The  Royal  Commission  on  the  Liquor  Traffic  i 
McDonald,  presiding. 

FreserU  : 

Mr.  K  F.  Clarke.         Rev.  Dr.  McLeoi 

The  Secretary  read  the  commission. 

Judge  McDONA  LD,  in  opening  the  proceedin 
having  been  read,  the  Commissioners  are  prepare< 
referred  to  them,  so  far  as  this  province  is  concerns 
ceed  to  take  evidence,  it  may  be  well  to  state,  th; 
the  Commission,  is  not  with  us.  I  may  also  state,  ii 
to  place  the  matter  in  its  proper  light,  that  the  Comi 
an  examination  into  what  may  be  called  the  evils  oi 
ceded,  and  agreed  that  drunkenness  is  a  very  great  < 
from  it.  From  the  terms  of  the  commission  it  will 
are  charged  with  the  duty  of  inquiring  as  to  cert 
and  it  is  in  regard  to  those  they  are  here  to  take  ev 
adopted  in  places  where  we  have  hitherto  sat,  w 
from  their  position  as  municipal  officers  in  connectic 
are  supposed  to  be  in  a  position  to  give  testimoc 
the  Commission. 


JAMES  A.  HARDING,  Sheriff  of  the  city  an 
sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

6871.  How  long  have  you  held  the  office  of  1 
John]— Since  1858. 

6872.  Had  you  resided  in  St.  John  before  that 
St.  John  since  1824. 

6873.  Were  you  ever  in  public  life,  in  the  Leg 

6874.  Will  you  make  a  short  statement  to  the  ' 
been  in  operation  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  liquor  in 
lection.     Take  the  earliest  stage  at  which  you  can  r 
force  1 — There  was  a  license  law  in  force  in  the  city 
lection  up  to  1855,  I  think.     I  have  not  looked  at  t 
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thereabouts  was  the  time  when  a,  prohibitory  law  was  passed  by  our  L^islature  and 
became  law  throughout  the  province.     That  was  the  so-called  prohibitory  law. 

6875.  Do  you  know  whether  it  was  based  on  any  enactment  in  force  elsewhere  t— 
I  do  not  know  of  any  other  similar  enactment.     I  will  speak  only  of  New  Brunswick, 

^^         ,     if  you  please. 

6876.  I  desire  to  ask  whether  that  Act  originated  here,  or  whether  an  Act  in  force 
in  another  country  was  adopted  as  the  basis  of  your  provincial  Act  ? — I  think  all  these 
legislative  measures  are  gathered  from  other  countries,  as  a  rule ;  but  that  Act  originated 

J^'  I  think,  with  the  present  Governor  of  our  province  and  representatives  of  the  people 

by  whom  he  was  surrounded. 

6877.  Can  you  give  the  Commission  particulars  of  the  history  of  it  1 — It  came  into 
^\              operation,  I  think,  at  that  time,  and  was  nominally  in  operation  or  really  in  operation 

for  a  year  and  a  half,  or  a  year,  at  all  events.     Then  it  became,  I  may  say,  a  living  and 
burning  question  throughout  the  province,  so  much  so  that  the  Governor  of  the  pro- 
^y  vince  at  that  time,  Mr.  Manners  Sutton,  took  upon  himself  to  dissolve  the  Legislature 

and  dismiss  the  Government  and  bring  another  Government  into  existence.  An  election 
took  place,  and  at  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature  after  the  general  election,  the  prohi- 
bitory law  was  repealed. 

6878.  Was  the  license  law  then  renewed  ? — Another  license  law  was  enacted. 

6879.  Has  there  since  then  been  any  other  prohibitory  law  passed  as  regards  the 
city  of  St.  John  ? — No.  When  you  speak  of  a  prohibitory  law  being  passed,  it  should 
be  stated  that  we  have  the  Scott  Act  in  force  in  portions  of  this  province. 

6880.  Was  it  carried  in  the  city  of  St.  John  ?— No.  The  city  of  St.  John  was 
diflFerent  then  to  what  it  is  to-day. 

688  L  In  those  days  in  the  county  of  St.  John,  was  there  another  city  called  Port- 
land ?— Yes. 

6882.  Was  the  Scott  Act  carried  there?— Yes. 

6883.  Was  it  carried  in  the  county  of  St.  John  ? — Yes. 

6884.  Was  Portland  subsequently  incorporated  with  St.  John  1 — Yes,  it  became 
part  of  the  city,  and  is  now  part  of  the  city  of  St.  John. 

6885.  What  law  is  in  force  at  present  in  the  city  1 — A  license  law. 

6886.  What  law  is  in  force  in  the  county  ? — A  license  law. 

6887.  Then  the  Scott  Act  has  been  repealed  in  the  county  ? — The  Scott  Act  has 
been  repealed  in  the  county. 

6888.  Poes  your  recollection  enable  you  to  state  whether  the  prohibitory  law  was 
%:                enforced  during  the  period  it  was  in  force.     I  mean  the  prohibitory  law  which  the 

Legislature  passed? — You  mean  the  Act  of  1855-6. 

6889.  Yes? — It  was  carried  into  active  operation  by  all  the  powers  then  in 
existence  in  the  city. 

6890.  Did  it  succeed  in  doing  away  with  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  ? — From 
my  own  personal  observation,  I  could  not  say,  for  I  did  not  sell  any  liquor  myself  and  I 
almost  forget  whether  I  bought  any.  However,  I  do  not  think  it  had  the  effect  of  stop- 
ping drinking ;  the  drinking  habits  of  our  people  were  not  benefited  much  by  that  law, 
if  at  all. 

6891.  You  spoke  of  the  Governor  dissolving  the  Legislature  on  the  question  ? — ^Yes, 
on  that  question. 

6892.  And  I  understand  that  the  people  returned  a  majority  of  representatives  in 
favour  of  repealing  that  law  ? — The  law  was  repealed. 

6893.  Within  your  recollection,  has  there  been  an  increase  or  decrease  of  drunken- 
ness in  the  city  and  county  of  St.  John  ? — According  to  the  population,  I  think  there 
has  been  a  decrease.  In  fact,  I  know  that  in  our  province  the  feeling  of  the  people  is 
decidedly  towards  temperance,  as  compared  with  the  feeling  that  prevailed  when  t  was 
a  young  man. 

6894.  From  your  experience,  are  you  favourable  to  the  enactment  of  a  prohibitorj- 
law  for  the  whole  Dominion,  a  law  prohibiting  the  importation,  manufacture  and  sale, 
and  do  you  think  it  could  be  effectually  enforced  ? — That  is  a  very  difficult  question  to 
answer.     From  the  experience  I  had   of   the   effects   of   the  prohibitory  law  while  it 
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was  in  force,  and  of  the  Scott  Act  while  it  was  in  operation  in  the  outlying  parts  of  this 
county,  and  of  the  effects  in  some  of  the  neighbouring  counties  of  which  I  have  some 
knowledge,  I  should  doubt  very  much  whether  the  fact  of  the  law  being  in  operation 
had  much  to  do  with  improving  the  sobriety  of  the  people. 

6895.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  increased  sobriety  of  which  you  have  spoken  ? 
—To  the  better  education  in  every  way  of  the  people  and  the  higher  moral  standard 
of  the  people. 

6896.  I  suppose  in  this  community  as  in  others,  both  religious  and  moral  efforts 
have  been  put  forth  in  regard  to  temperance  ? — Yes,  and  temperance  has  made  immense 
strides. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

6897.  How  long  was  the  prohibitory  law  of  1855-6  in  operation? — I  could  not  tell 
you  exactly  without  referring  to  dates,  but  I  think  not  much  over  a  year,  if  at  all  over 
a  year ;  I  think  the  elections  followed  rapidly. 

6898.  Was  the  law  one  year  in  operation  ? — ^I  could  not  answer  that  very  defini- 
tely. 

6899.  Were  the  elections  which  followed  the  dissolution  of  the  Legislature  by  the 
then  Grovernor,  run  exclusively  on  the  question  of  the  prohibitory  law,  or  did  other 
questions  enter  into  the  contest  ? — The  only  other  question  which  arose  outside  of  the 
prohibitory  law,  and  it  was  in  connection  with  the  prohibitory  law,  was  as  to  the  consti- 
tutionality of  the  dissolution.  Tne  Governor  took  upon  himself  to  dismiss  his  advisers, 
although  they  were  supported  by  a  large  majority  of  the  Legislature,  and  that  question, 
mixed  up  with  the  prohibition  question,  was  before  the  people.  You  could  not  keep 
the  two  separate. 

6900.  Then  there  was  another  question  mixed  up  with  prohibition  at  the  elections  ? 
— ^Those  were  the  two  living  questions.  The  question  of  constitutionality,  of  course, 
arose  out  of  the  question  of  prohibition. 

6901.  The  Government  which  the  Governor  dismissed  had  at  the  time  the  confi- 
dence of  the  House,  I  presume  1 — The  Government  at  the  time  of  their  dismissal,  \isA 
the  confidence  of  the  House. 

6902.  That  made  it  a  very  exciting  question  when  it  came  before  the  people,  I 
suppose  ?— Yes. 

6903.  I  think  you  said  there  has  been  a  very  marked  change  in  the  drink  habits 
of  the  people  since  that  time,  during  your  recollection  ? — I  cannot  express  in  terms  suf- 
ficiently strong  the  immense  strides  temperance  has  made.  I  do  not  wish  to  make  a 
speech,  but  it  strikes  me  in  this  way  :  In  my  younger  days,  say  from  1835  to  1840,  you 
could  not  go  from  one  end  of  the  province  to  the  other  by  any  public  highway  and  visit 
houses  without  finding  liquor  placed  upon  the  table  as  a  matter  of  hospitality.  Today 
you  can  go  the  length  and  breadth  of  our  province  and  it  is  the  exception  if  liquor  is 
offered  to  you,  or  if  you  find  it  in  the  houses  of  the  people. 

6904.  You  have  attributed  the  change  largely,  and  I  think  very  properly,  to  the 
religious  and  moral  teaching  that  has  gone  on  throughout  these  years  1 — I  do,  entirely. 
When  I  say  "  entirely,  "  I  do  not  mean  to  detract  from  the  benefits  accomplished  by 
the  different  temperance  organizations  working  within  themselves. 

6905.  Have  the  existing  laws  passed  from  time  to  time  for  the  restricting  of  the 
trade  helped  in  any  way  the  moral  and  religious  teaching  of  those  years  ? — I  should  have 
great  doubt  about  that,  but  I  would  not  like  to  answer  the  question. 

6906.  Do  you  think  that  the  laws  passed  from  time  to  time  increasing  the  restric- 
tions on  the  trade  have  been,  in  any  degree,  the  outcome  of  the  strong  temperance 
sentiment  resulting  from  that  teaching  ? — The  laws  so  enacted  have  arisen  entirely  from 
the  promulgation  of  temperance  principles  and  the  action  of  temperance  organizations. 

6907.  I  suppose  your  official  position  brings  you  into  direct  contact  with  offenders 
against  the  law  ? — I  see  them  ;  I  do  not,  from  my  position,  meet  them  personally  very 
often.  I  go  into  the  prison  and  I  see  thirty,  fifty  or  sixty  people  there  ;  they  are,  as  a 
rule,  well  behaved  and  there  is  no  insubordination.  Of  course,  occasionally  a  man 
comes  in  there  who  is  a  rowdy,  but  it  is  the  exception  to  the  rule.  In  meeting  them,  I 
do  not  find  them  much  worse  than  people  of  the  same  class  outside  or  anywhere. 
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6908.  Of  course  you  have  some  official  connection,  perhaps  not  a  particularly  direct 
one,  with  those  people.  Have  you  any  means  of  forming  an  opinion  as  to  whether  anj 
considerable  number  of  those  who  are  in  prison  are  there  for  offences  chargeable  to  the 
drink  habit  and  the  drink  trade  ? — I  have  directed  my  deputy  officer  to  make  op  a 

0.'^  statement,  as  accurately  as  possible,  of  the  offences  for  which  they  are  incarcerated 

rt'        "^        That  statement  has  not  been  completed  yet,  but  my  deputy  will,  at  an  early  day,  be 

able  to  give  you  those  figures  as  nearly  correct  and  xeliable  as  the  books  can  mi^e  them. 
1^  In  a  general  way  I  may  answer  that  last  year  there  were  over  1,000  persons  in  prison 

for  some  sort  of  crime,  that  90  per  cent  of  those  were  there  either  for  drunkenness  or 

for  offences  consequent  on  drunkenness. 

6909.  Are  you  able  to  state  to  what  extent  juvenile  crime  is  the  result  of  intemper- 
ance, either  intemperance  on  the  part  of  the  young  people  or  intemperance  on  the  part  of 

,  their  parents  ? — The  police  could  answer  the  question  better  than  I  am  in  a  position  to 
5^'     ,  do  ;  but  I  will  answer  it  from  my  stand-point,  which  is  that  of  a  citizen,  as  much  as  that 

of  Sheriff,  and  my  reply  is,  that  the  bad  boys  of  our  town,  as  a  rule,  are  bad  boys  in 
consequence  of  the  careless  habits  of  their  parents,  which  are  very  often  due  to  drunken- 
ness. 

6910.  You  have  expressed  the  opinion  that  you  think  a  general  prohibitory  law 
would  be  somewhat  difficult  of  enforcement  ? — I  have  found  it  to  be  so  in  the  past 

6911.  That  is  substantially  your  answer? — That  a  prohibitory  law  has  been  found 
difficult  to  put  into  operation. 

6912.  Have  you  observed,  with  sufficient  clearness  to  be  able  to  express  an  opinion, 
whether  a  license  law  is  difficult  of  enforcement  1 — People  are  very  apt  to  stick  to  old 
ideas.  I  was  educated  under  the  old  license  law,  and  until  prohibition  was  advocated 
in  our  community  as  being  a  beneficial  measure,  we  accepted  the  license  law.  liquor 
was  sold  broadcast.  It  is  now  sold  with  some  restraint.  There  are  more  restraints 
under  our  present  license  law  than  there  were  in  times  past. 

^*    "  6913.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  the  prohibitory  provisions  of  the  license 

law  are  violated  ? — I  think  so. 

6914.  So  that  it  is  somewhat  difficult  to  enforce  even  the  restrictive  features  of  a 
license  law  1 — Yes.  Just  in  this  way  :  The  license  law  perhaps  requires  the  place  of 
business  to  be  shut  up  at  certain  hours  and  on  certain  days.  ^  There  will  be  people,  even 
under  a  license  law,  as  well  as  under  a  prohibitory  law,  who  will  violate  it.  The  license 
law  does  not  offer  the  same  field  for  breaking  the  law  as  does  a  prohibitory  law,  for, 
under  the  license  law  if  a  man  wants  to  buy  liquor  he  can  go  to  a  place  where  a  man 
wishes  to  sell  liquor,  and  only  during  certain  hours  and  on  a  certain  day  in  the  week, 
which  are  times  prohibited  by  the  license  law  for  making  sales,  can  a  man  break  the 
license  law. 

6915.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  the  law  is  broken  on  the  Sabbath  and  that 
selling  takes  place  during  prohibited  hours  ? — When  I  take  up  the  newspaper  in  the 
morning  and  find  the  police  have  raided  a  shop  or  a  certain  place,  I  presume  the  law  has 
been  broken. 

6916.  The  law  provides  that  licensed  places  shall  be  closed  on  election  day? — Yes. 

6917.  Is  that  provision  well  observed? — So  far  as  my  personal  observation  is  con- 
cerned, it  has  been  well  observed ;  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  perhaps  it  has  not  been 

,     departed  from,  but  I  do  not  know  it.     I  have  not  entered  a  liquor  shop  for  a  great 
many  years,  and  I  therefore  know  little  or  nothing  of  the  trade. 

6918.  From  your  observation  you  think  it  is  very  well  observed.  What  is  the  effect 
of  the  observance  of  that  prohibition  on  the  order  aftd  sobriety  of  the  community  during 
election  day  1 — The  people  as  a  mass  are  well  behaved  and  well  conducted  on  election  day. 

6919.  Do  you  think  the  prohibition  of  the  drink  traffic  on  that  day  contributes  to 
good  order  1 — I  think  it  does. 

Bj/  Mr,  Clarke  : 

6920.  Is  there  not  unusual  excitement  on  election  day,  and  are  not  people  very 
anxious  to  secure  the  return  of  their  particular  candidate? — You  can  hardly  compare 
election  day  25  years  ago  with  election  day  now,  or  even  compare  elections,  as  they  are 
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now  conducted  so  differently.     A  polling  district  does  not  exceed   300  voters,  while  in 
times  gone  by  we  had  electoral  districts  of  5,000,  6,000  and  7,000. 

6921.  The  polling  places  are  now  more  numerous  ? — Yes. 

6922.  Do  you  remember  when  the  prohibitory  law,  to  which  reference  has  been 
made,  was  enacted  :  were  a  large  majority  of  members  of  the  Legislature  favourable  to 
its  enactm^it? — With  the  elec^ons  which  took  place  in  1854  the  prohibition  question 
had  very  little  concern.  Members  were  elected  for  their  own  individual  worth  more  than 
on  their  views  with  respect  to  the  question  of  prohibition,  and  even  the  politics  of  the 
day  had  not  a  foothold. 

6923.  Did  not  the  judgment  of  the  House  sustain  the  Government  in  passing  a  pro- 
hibitory measure  in  1855-6  ?  — The  House  sustained  the  Government  in  passing  a  pro- 
hibitory measure.  When  I  say  the  Government  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  Gov- 
ernment did  not  introduce  it,  that  it  was  not  a  Government  measure.  A  member  of  the 
Government  acting  as  a*  private  member  introduced  it.  I  know  that  was  the  case,  because  I 
was  a  colleague  of  the  hon.  gentleman  who  introduced  the  measure  at  the  time,  and  we 
did  not  agree  as  to  the  propriety  of  its  introduction. 

6924.  It  was  introduced  and  became  law  ? — yes. 

6925.  And  it  was  on  the  statute-book  for  a  year  or  a  year  and  a  half? — Yes, 

6926.  Was  it  a  pretty  high-handed  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  Governor  to  dis- 
solve the  House  and  dismiss  his  Ministry,  when  it  had  the  support  of  a  majority  in  the 
House? — The  answer  sent  from  England  was,  as  near  as  I  can  give  it,  that  if  the  Gov- 
ernor was  sustained,  it  was  all  right,  and  if  he  was  not  sustained,  he  would  be  recalled. 
It  was  a  very  high-handed  act. 

6927.  When  the  Legislature  was  dissolved,  and  subsequently  elections  took  place, 
what  was  the  result  of  the  struggle,  as  regards  the  constitutionality  of  the  act  of  the 
Governor  ? — The  Governor's  action  was  sustained  by  almost  the  universal  vote  of  the 
whole  province. 

6928.  Is  that  the  only  experience  which  New  Brunswick  has  had  of  a  prohibitory 
law  covering  the  whole  province  ?  —Yes. 

6929.  What  has  been  your  experience  as  regards  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — 
The  Scott  Act  never  had  a  fair  trial. 

6930.  Why? — Because  there  have  been  so  many  questions  raised  as  to  its  constitution- 
ality.   I  could  hardly  tell  you  the  points  lawyers  have  raised,  for  they  have  been  so  many. 

6931.  But  those  questions,  we  understand,  have  been  pretty  well  disposed  of  ?—- 
Still  there  is  a  doubt  hanging  around  the  Act,  which  makes  it  very  unpleasant  for  men  to 
endeavour  to  enforce  it. 

6932.  Could  you  suggest  any  amendments  to  the  Act  that  would  render  it  more 
easy  of  enforcement  ? — I  could  not. 

6933.  Have  you  had  an  opportunity  of  witnessing  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  in 
the  town  of  Portland  and  the  county  of  St.  John,  and  also  of  witnessing  the  operation 
of  the  License  Act  ?  How  do  thfey  work  respectively  ? — The  mass  of  the  people  accept 
the  license  law  as  a  constitutional  law.  A  great  many  people  have  not  accepted  the 
Scott  Act  as  a  constitutional  enactment,  they  have  not  yielded  to  it  and  have  not  given 
it  their  moral  support. 

6934.  But  do  not  a  great  many  electors  support  the  Act  when  ft  is  submitted  to 
them  1 — When  elections  were  held  the  number  of  votes  cast  was  not  equal  to  the  num- 
ber cast  at  political  elections. 

6935.  Do  you  mean  there  is  not  as  much  interest  taken  in  Scott  Act  elections  as  in 
political  elections? — Yes. 

6936.  If  the  law  is  a  dead  letter,  because  of  the  difficulties  that  stand  in  the  way, 
how  is  it  that  in  some  parts  of  the  province  we  have  found  it  fairly  well  observed  ? 
Have  these  difficulties  been  overcome  there  ? — The  law  is  fairly  well  observed.  I  do  not 
want  to  detract  from  the  statement  of  any  one  else,  but  the  statement  I  have  made 
covers  that  ground  and  shows  that  the  people  have  improved.  The  reason  I  give  for  so 
small  a  vote  being  cast  is,  that  very  few  people  care  to  say  they  will  vote  against  a  prohi- 
bitory law,  but  they  will  let  it  go ;  they  will  say,  "  We  are  doubtful  as  to  the  benefit 
and  as  to  the  success  of  it,  but  we  will  not  array  ourselves  as  opponents  to  it."  That  is 
in  my  opinion  why  so  small  a  vote  has  been  cast  on  the  question. 
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Do  you  think  the  vote  is  not  as  large  and  as  representative  as  the  vote  cast 
jntary  elections  ? — No. 

Would  you  favour  the  passage  of  a  Dominion  prohibitory  law,  a  law  pro- 
the  entire  prohibition  of  alcoholic  liquors,  in  preference  to  the  enforcement  of 
license  law  ? — I  sometimes  doubt  ^  hether  it  would  be  possible  to  put  a  pro- 
ct  into  force.  If  by  any  act  of  mine  I  could  destroy  the  use  of  liquor  for 
urposes  throughout  the  whole  Dominion,  I  would  only  be  too  happy  to  do  so. 
Do  you  think  a  prohibitory  law  is  practicable  at  present  and  could  be 
-I  have  grave  doubts  of  it. 

Do  you  think  in  the  event  of  the  Dominion  Parliament  passing  a  national 
^  measure,  those  engaged  in  the  trade  of  brewing  and  distilling  should  be  com- 
—No ;  I  do  not  think  that  if  the  measure  was  passed  for  the  general  good,  a 
set  of  individuals  should  be  compensated.  You  have  brought  up  a  question 
not  struck  me  very  strongly,  but  there  might  be  cases  where  a  brewer,  for 
'ho  had  invested  his  capital  and  the  toil  of  a  lifetime  in  the  business,  might 
isiness  destroyed  by  the  passage  of  a  law  for  the  general  good.  I  do  not  know 
would  be  quite  legitimate  that  he  should  be  compensated.  But  there  is  a 
rence  between  men  of  that  class  and  men  who  are  in  the  business  to-day  and 
5xt  year. 

Do  you  think  that  manufacturers  who  have  large  plant  and  who  have  been 
manufacturing  for  years  stand  in  a  somewhat  different  position  from  vendors 
lensed  yearly  ? — Yes. 

Would  you  favour  the  compensation  of  brewers  and  distillers  T — My  common 
yes. 

When  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force  in  the  county  of  St.  John  and  city  of 
vas  it  fairly  well  observed  ? — Outwardly  it  was,  but  when  there  are  a  number 
rho  crave  for  liquor,  and  whose  appetites  are  not  gratified  by  one  set  of  peo- 
r  set  of  men  will  pander  to  them. 

Did  it  have  the  effect  of  lessening  the  quantity  of  liquor  sold  and  of  reducing 
I  the  localities  where  it  was  in  force  ? — I  have  not  lived  in  those  localities, 
!*ortland.  I  doubt  whether  it  would  reduce  the  general  drunkenness  at  all, 
so,  it  would  be  very  slightly. 

Do  you  consider  that  the  city  of  St.  John,  under  the  license  law,  taking  its 
and  situation,   compares  favourably  with    Portland  and  the  surrounding 
der  the  Scott  Act  ? — It  does. 


PH  ALLISON,  of  St.  John,  dry  goods  merchant,  on  being  duly  sworn, 
follows : — 

?y  Judge  McDonald  : 

How  long  have  you  been  in  business  in  the  city  of  St.  John  ? — 26  years. 

If  there  is  any  statement  you  desire  to  make  in  regard  to  matters  submitted 
imision,  we  shall  be  glad  to  hear  you.  Has  a  license  law  been  in  force  in  this 
iring  your  recollection  1 — I  think  there  has  been  a  license  in  force,  I  do  not 

Do  you  know  anything  about  Portland  ? — No. 

You  live  in  this  city,  I  suppose,  and  your  knowledge  is  confined  to  this  city  t 

Have  you  reason  to  believe,  from  your  observation,  that  during  the  time  you 
in  business  here  drunkenness  has  increased  or  decreased? — I  have  no  know- 
her  it  has  increased  or  decreased. 

You   could  not  form  any  opinion  on  the  matter  ? — No.     My  opinion  from 
ervation  would  be  that  drunkenness  is  not  on  the  increase. 
lEs  A.  Harding. 
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6952.  Have  you  had  any  connection  particularly  with  the  woi 
law  I — No. 

6953.  Have  you  held  any  municipal  office  ? — No,  not  in  any  wa; 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod  : 

6954.  I  understand  you  are  in  the  dry  goods  business  ? — Yes. 

6955.  You  employ  a  number  of  hands,  I  suppose  ? — Yes. 

6956.  Have  you  any  rule  in  your  establishment  with  respect 
habits  ?— Yes. 

6957.  You  give  preference  to  total  abstainers  ? — We  do. 

6958.  For  what  reason? — Because  we  believe  they  are  better 
their  business. 

6959.  You  think  they  are  most  trustworthy  ? — Yes ;  we  do  no 
men  at  all  in  our  business. 

6960.  Is  this  your  practice  because  of  your  moral  view  of  the  q 
you  find  it  to  your  business  advantage  ? — I  think  it  is  probably  both. 

6961.  Have  you  any  means  of  forming,  and  can  you  express  ai 
loss  of  time  and  the  decrease  of  wage-earning  power  that  occur  on  ac< 
— No,  I  do  not  know  anything  of  the  statistics. 

6962.  You  have  simply  the  rule  in  your  own  business  that  y 
drinking  men  1 — Yes. 

Bi/  Judge  McDonald  : 

6963.  Do  you  mean  that  you  only  employ  total  abstainers  ? — N 
that  line.  We  will  not,  however,  employ  any  man  that  drinks  durin 
comes  to  business  at  all  under  the  influence  of  liquor,  or  shows  any  ii 
That  is  a  distinct  understanding  when  we  make  engagements  with  oi 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

6964.  Are  all  your  men  total  abstainers  1 — I  cannot  say  they  arc 

6965.  Do  you  mean  that  a  man  who  takes  a  glass  of  ale  or  wine 
you  1 — A  man  who  has  indications  of  liquor  about  him,  on  his  breatl 
during  business  hours,  is  liable  to  dismissal. 

6966.  If  you  learn  of  any  of  your  employees  drinking  after  h< 
do  ? — If  they  conduct  themselves  properly,  and  do  not  get  into  troul 
cem  ourselves  about  it. 

By  Mr.  Gigavlt: 

6967.  Have  you  had  any  experience  as  to  the  working  and  ei 
Scott  Act  in  other  counties  of  the  province  ? — I  have  no  knowledge 
the  Act  except  what  I  re€id  in  the  newspapers. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod: 

6968.  Have  you  observed  whether  the  moderate  use  of  drink  by 
excess  in  any  percent^e  of  cases  ? — My  opinion  is  that  it  does. 

6969.  And  if  employees  were  known  to  drink  more  or  less  out 
think  that  the  average  business  man  would  be  inclined  to  observe  th 
to  the  eflfect  on  their  business  powers  ?  If  it  came  to  your  knowle 
your  employees  out  of  business  hours  were  given  more  or  less  to  di 
likely  to  have  an  eye  upon  them  ? — We  would  not  employ  them  at  al 
were  in  the  habit  of  drinking. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

6970.  Do  you  mean  in  the  habit  of  drinking  ? — I  mean  in  the  ha 
that  it  would  become  noticeable. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

6971.  Have  you  had  means  of  determining  whether  the  drink  t 
has  any  effect,  injurious  or  beneficial,  on  business  generally  ? — My  opi 
it  has  an  injurious  effect. 
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>f  St.  John,  manufacturer,  on  being  duly  swrom,  deposed  as 

lid: 

yoM  been  a  manufacturer  in  St.  John  ? — Fifteen  years  in  St 

►re  that  ? — About  the  same  number  of  years  in  Nova  Scotia, 
manufacture  are  you  engaged  ? — Planing  mills,  sash  and  door 

tny  practical  experience  in  connection  with  the  enforcement 

jitory  laws  ? — None  whatever. 

sld  any  municipal  office  ? — None  whatever. 

jd: 

do  you  employ  ? — From  twenty-live  to  thirty. 

lie  in  the  employment  of  men  that  bars  drinking  men  H 

Jo  not  want  them. 
? — Because  they  drink  rum. 
I  that  have  on  them  1 — It  incapacitates  the  man  from  giving 

then,  to  your  business  ? — Most  assuredly  it  is.     If  he  is  a 

its  drunk  on  Saturday,  he  is  to  a  certain  extent  incapacitated 

»e  days. 

ming,  if  he  comes  to  his  work,  he  is  not  fitted  for  the  best 

j% 

kcity  for  doing  his  work  interfere  with  other  men  ? — It  does. 

ih  their  own  wage-earning  power,  and  also  with  your  in- 

limate  of  the  number  of  days  lost  in  the  month  by  a  drinking 
dng  habits  ? — That  depends  on  the  amount  of  rum  he  drinks. 
;e  drinker  ? — The  average  drinker  will  probably  lose  from 
his  time  ;  that  is,  he  will  break  that  percentage  of  his  time, 
such  men  employed,  what  percentage  of  interference  with 
rinking  habits  produce  ? — I  could  hardly  give  a  fair  answer 
do  not  employ  those  people  when  I  know  it,  and  I  have  a 
i  do  not  want  them.  What  effect  it  would  have  if  they  kept 
know,  I  never  thought  of  it. 

lief  as  to  the  effect  that  the  prohibition  of  the  manufacture 
the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,  would  have  upon  your  busi- 
;  good  or  bad  ? — In  my  estimation  it  could  not  be  anything 

\  it  would  keep  men  sober  and  keep  them  attending  to  their 

work  more  and  earn  more  ? — Yes,  and  Whatever  the  man 


ae  a  man  would  lose  is  from  one-eighth  to  one-quarter  of  his 
had  some  experience  with  men  who  drink,  and  I  think  that 

J  of  being  right.     Some  men  will  drink  more  or  less  every 

ing  will  not  interfere,  or  will  interfere  very  little,  with  their 
other  men  will  take  a  week  or  a  fortnight  to  get  over  a 

ar  you  during  the  interval. 

ements   are  in  reference  to  hard  drinkers? — To  the  hard 
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6994.  You  do  not  refer  to  moderate  dnnkers  ? — =No,  I  mean  drinkin 

6995.  And  by  that  you  mean  a  man  who  gets  drunk  ? — Certainly. 

6996.  You  have  had  no  experience  of  the  operation  of  the  Scott 
general  knowledge  through  the  press. 

6997.  From  your  general  knowledge,  what  conclusions  have  you  coi 
operation  ? — That  it  is  no  good,  from  this  fact :  that  there  is  no  executi\ 
enforce  it.     How  could  any  one  expect  it  to  be  any  good. 

6998.  Is  there  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  municipal  authorit 
people  to  enforce  it  1 — The  parties  who  made  the  law  should  appoint  officei 

6999.  Then  you  think  the  Scott  Act  has  failed  because  it  was  nobod 
enforce  it  1 — Exactly. 

7000.  Would  you  favour  the  appointment  of  officers  by  the  Dominic 
or  the  Provincial  authorities? — The  powers  that  make  the  law  shoul 
officers  to  enforce  it.  . 

7001.  Does  not  the  law  contemplate  tnat? — The  appointees  can  wor 
local  authorities. 

7002.  Is  there  anything  to  prevent  the  local  bodies  appointing  a  { 
Marshal  to  enforce  the  law  ?— -Not  that  I  know  of. 

7003.  Is  the  local  opinion  so  lax  that  it  cannot  carry  out  this  law 
money  to  carry  it  out. 

7004.  The  law  provides  for  the  handing  over  of  the  fines  to  the  local 
But  it  is  for  the  man  who  gets  hold  of  the  tines  to  do  that. 

7005.  If  the  people  of  a  county  adopt  the  Scott  Act,  is  that  an  evid 
desire  to  see  it  enforced  ? — I  suppose  so. 

7006.  How  do  you  account  for  the  fact  that  the  Act  is  adopted  in  so 
and  afterwards  no  pressure  is  brought  to  bear  on  .the  local  authorities  to  ( 
the  local  councils  do  not  appoint  officers  to  enforce  it  ?  Is  the  public 
sufficiently  strong  ? — In  the  first'  instance  the  temperance  people  deman 
law  should  be  put  on  the  statute-book.  There  is  no  provision  made,  a 
aware,  to  enforce  that  law  by  any  official  that  I  know  of. 

By  Judge  McDonald :  , 

7007.  Are  not  the  fines  paid  to  the  Municipal  Council  to  be  used  fc 
of  enforcing  the  Act  1 — I  am  not  in  a  position  to  say  who  is  to  use  the  fir 

7008.  Then  the  Council  receiving  that  money  would  desire  officers  t 
or  inspectors  appointed,  and  the  fines  collected  would  pay  the  expense  of 
Veiy  true,  but  who  is  to  do  it?    Am  I  to  inform  on  the  rumseller  ? 

7009.  If  public  sentiment  is  sufficiently  strong  to  carry  the  Act,  sho 
sentiment  result  in  the  Council  appointing  these  officers? — Exactly.  I  d 
it  should  not  be  done,  but  it  has  not  been  done. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

7010.  Is  any  effort  made  at  the  election  of  local  bodies  to  bring"  t 
the  appointment  of  officers  to  enforce  the  Act  prominently  forward  ? — Is 
aware  of. 

7011.  It  is  incomprehensible  that  the  Act  is  carried  by  such  overwl 
^ties  and  is  not  enforced  ? — That  is  true. 

7012.  You  think  it  would  be  better  to  have  Dominion  officers  appoii 
the  Act? — Certainly.  All  our  other  laws  are  enforced  by  officers  app 
authority  that  passes  the  law. 

7013.  There  is  no  reason  why  the  local  officials  should  not  appoint 
force  the  law,  as  they  do  to  enforce  the  laws  against  theft  and  forgery  and 
Do  you  know  any  reason  why  they  do  not  do  it  ? — I  do  not. 

7014.  Do  you  think  it  is  owing  to  the  lack  of  public  sentiment  in  fj 
It  is  for  the  lack  of  something  that  the  Law  evidently  becomes  of  no  effec 

7015.  Do  you  think  a  general  prohibitory  law  could  be  enforced  if  t 
of  feeling  existed  1 — I  do,  if  any  of  our  criminal  laws  can  be  enforced. 
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cannot  account  for  the  non-enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act,  except  that 
ited  to  enforce  it  1 — No. 

^e  McDonald  : 

jrou  think  that  a  general  prohibitory  law  could  be  enforced  if  there  were 
m1  to  enforce  it  ? — I  do. 

w.  Dr.  McLeod : 

have  not  lived  in  any  Scott  Act  town,  I  understand  ? — No. 
.  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  attempt  made  to  enforce  it  ? — Only 
^aned  from  the  newspapers. 
b  is  only  from  reading  ? — I  am  not  speaking  from  actual  knowledge  at  alL 

have  no  experience  ? — None. 


J.  WHITE,  of  St.  John,  manufacturer,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 

idge  McDonald : 

vhat  line  of  manufacture  are  you  engaged  1 — Marine  machinery. 

V  long  have  you  been  engaged  in  this  business  ? — In  the  present  business 
s. 

V  long  have  you  resided  in  St.  John  ? — All  my  life. 

^e  you  had  any  experience  of  the  operation  of  the  Temperance  Act  or 
►f  that  kind  ?— None  whatever. 

r.  GigatUt ; 

'e  you  had  any  experience  as  to  the  working  of  the  Scott  Act  in  the 
es  in  this  Province  1 — No. 

r.  Clarke: 

i  do  not  know  anything  about  the   operation  of  the  Scott  Act? — N(V 

the  papers,  and  by  hearsay. 

^e  you  any  personal  knowledge  of  the  operation  of  this  Act  over  in  Port- 

om  hearsay. 

3  it  observed  there  1 — It  was  not  considered  to  be  so. 

3  it  as  well  observed  as  the  license  law  here  ? — I  think  not 

V  many  men  do  you  employ  ? — Sixty  to  sixty-five, 
they  all  total  abstainers  ? — No. 

V  many  of  them  are  total  abstainers  1 — I  could  not  answer  that  question 
than  25  per  cent,  who  would  probably  be  total  abstainers. 

you   make   any  distinction  in   the   employment  of   men  who  are  total 
those  who   are   not  ?-— We   have  no  fixed  rule,  but,  other  things  being 
the  preference  to  total  abstainers. 

you  ask  every  man  whether  he  is  a  total  abstainer  or  not  ? — No. 
e  attends  to  his  work,  you  do  not  discharge  him  because  he  is  not  a  total 
>,  unless  there  are  other  things  to  cause  it. 

if  he  does  his  work  properly  ? — Sometimes  there  are  people  who  come  to 
0  on. 

you  employ  people  who  attend  to  their  duties  1 — We   do  not  employ 
.n  avoid  it. 

?v.  Dr.  McLeod: 

\  your  piece-work  ever  been   interfered  with  by  the  drinking  habits  of 

^  Allen. 
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7040.  To  what  extent  ? — In  the  majority  of  shops  the  men  are  dependent  on  one 
man,  and  if  he  fails  to  show  up,  it  is  a  serious  inconvenience  to  the  rest.  It  would 
make  no  difference  in  the  case  of  a  labourer. 

7041.  But  in  regard  to  a  skilled  mechanic,  it  would? — Yes,  in  some  positions. 

7042.  And  that  is  one  reason  why  you  are  more  or  less  careful  to  have  men  who 
are  not  drinkers  1 — That  would  be  one  reason. 

7043.  Is  the  drink  trade  established  in  the  vicinity  of  your  works  l — A.  Yes,  there 
are  quite  a  number  of  places. 

7044.  Do  those  places  give  facilities  for  men  to  drinlp  on  their  way  home  ? — Yes ; 
there  are  very  good  men  who  would  not  drink  for  months  and  months  unless  for  the 
sociabilities  they  meet  with,  and  as  they  meet  with  their  friends,  they  drop  in. 

7045.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  an  advantage,  first  to  your  employees,  and  then  to 
you  and  to  your  business,  if  these  drink  places  were  not  in  the  vicinity  of  your 
industry  ? — Yes.     But  not  so  much  if  they  could  get  it  somewhere  else. 

7046.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  an  advantage  if  liquor  was  not  within  reach  at 
aU?— Yes. 

7047.  About  how  much  time  does  a  drinking  man  lose  per  month,  because  he  is  a 
drinking  man  ? — It  differs  much  in  different  cases,  but  they  lose  a  good  deal  of  time. 

J    7048.  Would  he  lose  one  day  a  month  1 — Some  would  lose  more,  and  others  would 
lose  no  time  at  all,  though  they  would  drink,  and  it  would  be  an  injury  to  them. 

7049.  Would  they  average  two  days  a  month  ? — Yes,  at  least  that. 

7050.  That  is  not  considering  the  interference  with  your  work  ? — No. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

7051.  Do  you  say  that  every  person  in  your  employment  who  drinks — and  there 
are  seventy-five  per  cent  in  that  category  according  to  your  statement — loses  from  one 
to  two  days  a  month  ? — No. 

7052.  You  do  not  refer  to  those  who  drink  in  moderation  1 — They  may  drink  to 
moderation  sometimes. 

7053.  We  have  to  distinguish  between  men  who  drink  to  get  drunk  and  those  who 
drink  to  moderation,  and  these  statistics  refer  to  men  who  drink  to  excess  ? — Yes. 

7054.  You  have  men  who  are  moderate  drinkers,  who  do  not  lose  a  day  a  month  ? 
— Yes ;  we  have  men  who  are  hard  drinkers,  who  do  not  lose  that. 


GEORGE  A.  DAVIS,  of  St.  John,  barrister,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

7055.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  Municipal  Council  of  the  city  ? — Yes  ;  councillor 
and  alderman  both. 

7056.  How  long  have  you  been  in  that  position  1 — This  is  my  third  term. 

7057.  Have  you  been  brought  into  contact  with  the  working  of  the  License  Act? — 
I  have  a  good  deal. 

7058.  Have  you  seen  the  workings  of  the  law  in  other  parts  of  the  province  besides 
this  city  ? — Yes. 

7059.  In  places  where  the  Scott  Act  is  in  force  ? — Yes. 

7060.  And  where  the  license  law  is  in  force  ? — Yes. 

7061.  Taking  the  city,  do  you  find  that  the  license  law  is  effectively  enforced  ? — I 
think  it  is  as  well  enforced  as  in  any  city  I  have  ever  visited. 

7062.  Has  there  been  in  your  recollection  an  increase  or  a  decrease  of  drunkenness 
in  this  city  ? — There  has  been  a  large  decrease,  I  think,  in  the  last  four  years. 

7063.  Have  you  any  amendments  to  suggest  as  to  the  license  law  ? — Yes  ;  I  would 
like  to  see  a  high  license  and  a  good  Inspector  to  look  after  the  quality  of  the  liquor. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


364  ROYAL   COMMISSION   ON   THE   LIQUOR  TRAFFIC. 

7064.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  the  liquors  that  are  sold  are  adulterated!— 
Very  much  sa 

7065.  And  injuriously  so  ? — Injuriously  so. 

7066.  Then  in  reference  to  the  working  of  the  Scott  Act  in  the  counties  where  it 
is  in  force,  do  you  find  it  is  enforced  there  ?---No,  it  is  not  enforced. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McL^od : 

l^^l.  Have  you  lived  in  any  Scott  Act  county? — No,  but  I  have  been  in  those 
counties. 

7068.  And  you  have  observed  that  the  law .  is  not  enforced  there  ? — Yes,  I  have 
been  present  time  and  time  again  when  these  cases  have  been  brought  before  the  Judges, 
and  alL  kinds  of  exceptions  have  been  taken  to  them. 

7069.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  difficulties  which  have  existed  ? — I  have  in 
my  own  county  of  St.  John. 

7070.  What  was  the  difficulty  ? — The  difficulty  was  that  public  opinion  was  not  in 
favour  of  an  Act  of  that  kind,  but  strongly  against  it. 

7071.  How  has  it  come  about  that  public  opinion  has  adopted  the  law  ? — I  suppose 
that  women  and  mothers  have  induced  men  to  vote,  and  afterwards  they  have  foiyid 
the  law  was  impracticable  and  they  could  not  enforce  it. 

7072.  Do  you  think  that  women  and  mothers  are  responsible  for  the  adoption  (rf 
the  law  ? — I  certainly  do. 

7073.  You  think  that  women  generally  and  the  mothers  induce  the  voters  to  do 
very  bad  things  ? — No,  Dr.  McLeod.  You  ought  not  to  ask  me  such  a  question.  I  pre- 
sume I  have  some  intelligence ;  but  in  their  eagerness  and  over  zealousness  they  over- 
step the  mark,  like  some  other  people. 

7074.  Have  you  known  of  any  difficulties  in  the  courts  ? — I  think  our  Judges  are 
inclined  to  treat  the  law  very  fairly. 

7075.  Have  you  any  knowledge,  as  a  barrister  familiar  with  the  courts,  of  any 
difficulties  that  are  altogether  independent  of  public  sentiment,  whether  it  be  strong  or 
weak,  in  the  courts  growing  out  of  appeal  cases  that  have  hindered  the  enforcement  of 
the  law  % — I  think  in  the  Scott  Act  there  are  so  many  points  in  reference  to  the  pro- 
ceedings from  the  issue  of  the  summons  down  to  the  final  judgment  and  execution,  that 
so  many  chances  of  technical  mistakes  are  afforded  that  the  law  cannot  be  properly 
enforced. 

7076.  Has  not  St.  John  a  high  license  law? — No  ;  it  has  not  a  high  enough  license. 

7077.  And  have  you  not  a  good  Inspector? — No,  I  mean  a  chemist  to  inspect  the 
liquor ;  and  I  would  like  to  see  the  license  fee  put  up  to  $500. 

7078.  What  makes  you  think  there  is  adulteration  ? — I  know  there  is. 

7079.  Do  we  understand  you  have  personal  knowledge  of  this? — I  have  a  little. 

7080.  What  is  your  knowledge  ? — I  see  the  effect  on  men  about  the  streets,  and 
sometimes  T  have  to  take  them  home. 

7081.  Men  who  are  intoxicated  ? — Yes.  Instead  of  being  drunk  in  the  ordinary 
way  and  feeling  good,  they  are  practically  insane,  and  that  is  the  effect  of  adulterated 
liquor.  Xbe  man  who  drinks  it  in  the  low  groggeries  kept  by  men  who  ought  not  have 
any  license,  cannot  obtain  liquor  in  a  decent  place  ;  and  if  those  places  were  put  in  the 
hands  of  competent  men,  the  evil  would  be  lessened  in  my  opinion. 

7082.  By  whom  is  the  adulteration  made  ? — I  cannot  say. 

7083.  Have  you  any  idea  ? — I  suppose  there  is  a  good  deal  of  liquor  that  does  not 
come  from  the  United  States. 

7084.  Do  you  suppose  any  is  manufactured  in  St.  John  ? — I  do  not  suppose  there 
is  any  such  liquor  made  here  ;  I  have  heard  rumours  about  that. 

7085.  You  have  i>o  direct  information  about  that  ? — I  have  no  definite  information ; 
I  may  have  an  opinion. 

7086.  You  said  you  believed  the  license  law  in  St.  John  was  as  well  enforced  as  in 
any  city  of  which  you  have  knowledge  ? — Yes,  and  the  court  is  very  strict.  It  is  hard 
to  get  any  one  clear,  if  there  is  any  case  against  him  at  all. 

George  A,  Davis. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MnOJTBS   OF   EVIDENCE,    NEW   BRUNSWICK.  365 

7087.  Have  you  any  knowledge  or  belief  of  the  violation  of  the  Saturday  night 
closing  law  in  this  city  1—1  have  never  gone  round  and  peered  into  people^s  business,  but 
I  do  not  see  drunken  men  about  on  Saturday  night. 

7088.  At  what  hour  does  the  law  require  these  places  to  close  on  Saturday  night  ? — 
At  7  o'clock. 

7089.  Do  you  suppose  they  sell  after  7  o^clock  ? — I  do  not  suppose  anything 
about  it. 

7090.  You  have  expressed  an  opinion  ? — I  think  the  large  majority  do  not  sell. 

7091.  But  some  do? — I  think  that  decent  respectable  men  could  get  liquor  after 
hours,  but  I  do  not  think  a  drunken  man  could. 

7092.  Could  he  at  any  time  ? — From  some  of  them,  unfortunately,  he  could.  Some 
will  sell  liquor.     That  is  what  I  say  in  regard  to  the  character  of  people  who  get  licenses. 

7093.  Do  you  think  the  Sabbath  law  is  violated  ? — I  do  not  think  it  is  to  any 
extent.  I  think  the  law  is  generally  well  observed.  It  was  an  awful  sight  when  the 
Scott  Act  was  enforced  in  Portland.  They  did  not  fear  any  law  there,  human  or  divine. 
It  was  a^case  of  being  open  at  all  hours  of  the  day,  Sundays  and  every  other  day. 

7094.  What  was  the  reason  of  that  1 — The  people  were  not  prepared  to  enforce  the 
law,  and  the  drinking  places  were  open,  and  there  were  all  kinds  of  disgraceful  scenes, 
fighting  and  so  on. 

7095.  Was  that  by  reason  of  the  law,  or  by  reason  of  the  violation  of  the  law  ? — 
By  reason  of  the  violation,  of  course. 

7096.  So  you  do  not  charge  that  to  the  law  ? — By  reason  of  the  lack  of  public  sen- 
timent I  do  not  think  the  people  were  prepared  for  anything  of  that  kind,  and  it  was 
a  misfortune  the  Act  was  ever  placed  on  the  statute-book. 

7097.  It  was  repealed  in  St.  John  county  ? — Yes,  and  a  good  thing  it  was. 

7098.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  County  Council  as  well  as  of  the  City  Council? — 
I  am. 

7099.  Did  the  County  Council  take  steps  to  bring  about  that  repeal  ? — It  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it. 

7100.  Did  it  employ  a  man  to  get  up  petitions,  and  pay  him  for  the  work  ? — I  do 
not  think  so. 

7101.  Perhaps  you  were  not  a  member  of  the  Council  at  that  time  ? — Perhaps  not, 
but  I  do  not  think  the  Municipal  Council  would  do  anything  so  wild  as  that. 

7102.  Do  you  know  whether  the  Council  of  Portland  interfered  with  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  law  ? — I  do  not  see  how  they  did.  I  know  a  good  many  of  the  councillors 
were  against  the  Act,  but  I  do  not  know  of  any  interference. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

7103.  Whose  duty  is  it  here  to  enforce  the  law  in  St.  John  ? — The  Chief  Inspector. 

7104.  Is  he  appointed  by  the  Provincial  Government  ? — Yes,  by  the  Provincial 
Government,  and  the  Mayor  of  St.  John  fixes  his  salary. 

7105.  Who  is  the  Chief  Inspector? — The  Chief  of  Police,  a  gentleman  of  the  name 
of  Clarke,  I  think 

7106.  If  drinking  has  substantially  decreased  -in  the  last  three  or  four  years,  to 
what  do  you  attribute  the  decrease  ? — I  think  largely  to  the  efforts  of  the  Church  and 
the  medical  profession,  and  the  moral  training,  through  the  different  efforts  of  the  tem- 
perance societies.     I  think  they  have  done  a  great  deal  of  good. 

7107.  Has  the  population  of  St.  John  increased  or  decreased  much  during  the  past 
four  years  ? — I  think  it  has  decreased,  unfortunately. 

7108.  If  the  percentage  of  con\actions  for  drunkenness  has  increased  fifty  per  cent 
in  the  last  four  years,  that  would  be  outside  of  this  city? — I  think  so,  though  they  look 
sharply  after  the  drunkards  here.  If  any  one  is  a  little  under  the  influence,  they  march 
hint  up  to  the  police  station  and  impose  heavy  fines,  which  I  think  is  very  wrong. 

7109.  Have  you  had  any  experience  of  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — Yes. 

7110.  And  what  is  your  opinion  of  it? — I  think  it  has  been  poorly  enforced. 

7111.  And  you  attribute  that  to  the  lack  of  public  sentiment? — I  do. 

7112.  Could  you  suggest  any  amendments  to  the  Scott  Act,  which  would  make  it 
more  efficiently  enforced  ?— I  could  not.     I  am  a  firm  believer  in  high  license. 
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7113.  Do  you  think  if  these  opportunities  to  raise  technical  questions  were  removed, 
the  law  would  even  then  be  enforced  ? — I  do  not  think  so,  because  it  is  too  much  in  the 
nature  of  informing,  and  that  raises  disputes. 

7114.  Is  there  any  reason  why  municipal  bodies  should  not  enforce  the  law  or 
appoint  officers  to  enforce  it  ? — They  can  appoint  them,  but  afterwards  there  seems  to 
be  a  desire  almost  to  disregard  the  officials  altogether,  and  get  them  into  traps  and  bribe 
them,  which  they  would  not  attempt  with  other  officers. 

7115.  Is  there  any  reason  why  the  Chief  Constable  or  the  Chief  Marshal  in  the 
various  municipalities  should  not  be  appointed  the  License  Inspector  ? — I  think,  accord- 
ing to  the  state  of  feeling  now,  if  you  appointed  the  Chief  of  Police  to  enforce  the  Scott 
Act  there  would  be  anarchy. 

7116.  You  thinlc  it  would  be  better  to  have  an  officer  appointed  by  the  Dominion 
Government  1 — I  think  so  certainly. 

7117.  And  that  would  be  more  satisfactory  1 — It  might  be  tried. 

7118.  Did  drunkenness  increase  or  decrease  in  the  county  of  St.  John,  while 
the  Scott  Act  was  in  force  ? — It  largely  increased,  and  the  worst  kind  of  liquor  was 
sold. 

7119.  The  law  was  not  enforced  ? — It  was  not. 

7120.  Did  it  affect  the  liquor  business  in  this  city? — I  do  not  l^hink  it  had  any 
effect.     I  think,  if  anything,  it  decreased  it. 

7121.  Was  drunkenness  more  prevalent  in  Portland  than  it  was  here? — Largely 
so.  There  was  more  drunkenness  in  the  City  of  Portland  than  in  the  City  of  St.  John, 
greatly  more  to  my  personal  knowledge. 

7122.  Did  the  people  of  Portland  vote  in  conjunction  with  the  county  or  as  a 
separate  municipality  ? — As  a  separate  city. 

7123.  Was  there  a  large  majority  in  Portland  in  favour  of  the  Scott  Act? — I  am 
not  prepared  to  say  exactly,  but  it  was  in  the  vicinity  of  300  or  400  or  500. 

7124.  But  it  was  notwithstanding  that  majority,  a  dead  letter? — A  dead  letter. 
Drinking  places  were  open  all  night  and  all  day,  and  Sundays  and  all  times. 

7125.  Did  the  Municipal  Council  intend  to  enforce  it? — I  cannot  say. 

7126.  Do  you  know  St.  Martin's  ?— Yes. 

7127.  Is  it  a  separate  municipality  ? — No.     It  is  a  parish  of  the  county  of  St.  John. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

7128.  What  ward  do  you  represent  ? — Brook's. 

7129.  That  is  on  the  west  side? — Yes. 

7130.  Have  they  any  licenses  there? — No. 

7131.  Why? — Because  people  do  not  want  any. 

7132.  What  is  the  feeling  there? — Well,  the  opinion  is  very  strong  there  in  refer- 
ence to  liquor,  and  a  man  cannot  get  liquor  there  except  for  medicinal  purposes. 

7133.  Is  there  any  illicit  sale  there  ? — I  am  not  prepared  to  say  ;  I  do  not  know  of 
any.  The  police  there  are  very  careful  in  regard  to  selling  and  do  not  give  them  the 
chance  to  sell  at  all,  and  the  class  of  people  who  live  there  do  not  want  it. 

7134.  Do  you  think  that  section  of  the  city  is  better  or  worse  in  consequence  of 
the  absence  of  licenses  ? — I  do  not  know.  Men  will  come  across  on  a  Saturday  night 
and  get  liquor  in  the  city.  I  think  that  section  of  the  town  is  benefited,  because  if  they 
go  on  Saturday  night  and  get  intoxicated  and  start  on  Monday  morning,  there  is  no 
place  where  they  can  get  liquor  and  continue  their  spree. 

7135.  It  shortens  the  spree? — I  think  so. 

7136.  The  police  enforce  the  law  there? —Yes. 

7137.  Do  they  generally  throughout  the  city? — I  think  we  have  a  good  police 
force,  as  a  whole. 

7138.  The  chief  officer  is  very  careful  to  look  after  these  cases? — He  has  good 
officers  under  him.     That  is  all  I  am  prepared  so  say. 


George  A.  Davis. 
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ISAAC  ALLEN  JACK,  Recorder  of  St.  John,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed 
as  follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

7139.  You  are  the  Recorder  of  St.  John,  I  believe? — Yes. 

7140.  Where  is  your  residence  % — In  the  city. 

7141.  How  long  have  you  been  Recorder  ?— Seven  years  on  the  Ist  of  April  last. 

7142.  What  are  the  duties  of  Recorder  % — The  duties  at  present  are  those  of  a  city 
solicitor.  I  advise  the  city  on  all  matters  of  litigation  and  attend  to  all  the  litigation 
of  the  city. 

7143.  You  prosecute  infringements  of  the  city  by-laws  ? — No,  I  do  not.  By  an 
arrangement  with  the  Clerk  of  the  police  court  he  attends  to  all  prosecutions  before  the 
Police  Magistrate,  and  it  is  only  when  a  case  come  before  the  higher  courts  by  certiorari 
or  something  of  that  sort  that  I  have  anything  to  do  with  it.  But  I  have  had  to  do 
with  infringements  of  different  Acts  since  I  have  been  Recorder. 

7144.  You  have  some  knowledge,  then,  of  the  operation  of  the  license  law  in  the 
city  1 — Not  much.  My  knowledge  is  not  much  more  than  that  of  any  other  citizen, 
though  I  may  exercise  my  observation  more  than  others  as  a  civic  official. 

7145.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  working  of  the  law  outside  of  the  city  of 
St.  John  ? — Yes.  I  resided  in  a  portion  if  the  city  which  was  formerly  the  city  of  Port- 
land ;  the  two  cities  were  united  in  1889. 

7146.  Did  you  reside  in  Portland  when  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force? — I  resided 
when  it  was  proposed  to  be  in  force . 

7147.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  working  of  the  Scott  Act  outside  of  these 
two  cities  ? — Only  in  Fredericton. 

7148.  In  the  old  city  of  St.  John,  how  did  the  license  law  operate  ? — The  license  law 
was  framed  in  1877.  I  think  it  came  into  force  in  1878.  At  first  there  was  con- 
siderable difficulty  in  consequence  of  one  of  the  members  of  the  bench  having  a  strong 
opinion  that  the  Act  was  ultra  vires^  and  therefore  for  some  time  the  liquor  dealers  set 
the  authorities  entirely  at  defiance  or  nearly  so,  and  both  in  St.  John  and  Portland 
at  that  time,  there  was  no  enforcement  of  the  law.  In  the  one  case  the  Canada  Temp- 
erance Act  was  supposed  to  be  in  force  and  in  the  other  the  License  Act ;  but  afterwards 
the  validity  of  the  License  Act  was  entirely  established  before  the  courts,  and  since  then 
I  think  it  has  been  faithfully  enforced. 

7149.  Do  you  think  drunkenness  has  increased  or  decreased  in  the  city  of  St.  John 
proper  during  the  seven  years  you  have  been  Recorder  ? — I  would  not  like  to  state  that 
there  has  been  any  marked  change  one  way  or  the  other.  I  cannot  help  feeling  that  the 
moral  influence  of  the  different  organizations  is  having  its  effect,  but  it  does  not  produce 
immediate  results. 

7150.  This  is  a  seaport  town  ? — Yes. 

7151.  You  have  occasionally  here  people  who  are  not  residents? — I  think  consid- 
ering the  character  of  our  floating  population  during  the  summer  months,  it  is  a  very 
well  conducted  town,  but  my  experience  is  not  large. 

7152.  In  Portland,  how  was  the  Scott  Act  enforced  ? — Unfortunately,  immediately 
after  the  adoption  of  that  Act  in  Portland,  some  very  serious  objections  were  raised  of 
a  technical  character,  which  really  tied  the  hands  of  the  authorities.  There  was  some 
question  in  reference  to  the  manner  in  which  the  vote  was  taken,  whether  Portland 
formed  a  distinct  organization,  or  whether  it  formed  a  portion  of  the  City  of  St.  John. 
As  a  matter  of  fact  it  was  held  that  Portland  was  a  city.  I  think  that  was  the  princi- 
pal difficulty,  though  I  was  not  concerned  in  the  litigation.  The  result  was  that  the 
hands  of  the  authorities  were  tied,  but  my  impression  is  that  there  was  not  a  strong  opi- 
nion in  favour  of  the  Act  amongst  those  who  were  in  the  City  Council  at  that  time,  but 
a  pretty  strong  feeling  against  the  Act. 

7153.  Was  it  subsequently  repealed  1 — Yes. 

7154.  Before  the  union  of  Portland  and  St.  John? — I  forget  the  date.  It  must 
have  been  just  about  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Union  Act. 

7155.  In  1890,  I  am  told  ?— -That  would  be  after  the  Union. 
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7156.  So  it  was  carried  in  1886  and  repealed  in   1890  ? — As  to  the  result  of  the 
»                Act,  I  think  I  have  evaded  the  question.     I  have  shown  the  influences  at  work,  but 

'  certainly  the  result  was  very  unsatisfactory.     T  never  saw  so  much  drunkenness  in 

Portland  as  I  did  then,  and  I  have  resided  there  all  my  life.  I  know  in  almost  every 
house  they  were  selling  liquor,  and  it  was  sold  at  night,  and  even  in  the  day  time  you 
encountered  persons  under  the  influence  of  liquor.  It  was  about  as  bad  as  one  can 
conceive.     In  my  section  and  from  my  observation,  I  think  it  was  very  bad. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

7157.  Do  you  think  that  the  free  sale  in  Portland  was  chargeable  to  the  Act,  or  to 
the  difficulties  that  arose  out  of  these  questions  to  which  you  have  referred  ? — ^The  free 
sale  would  be  chargeable  to  the  non-enforcement  of  the  Act,  and  that  would  be  due  to 
the  difficulties  in  the  way  to  some  extent,  and  to  some  extent  to  the  want  of  desire  to 

f*  enforce  the  Act. 

7158.  Is  it  possible  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  how  far  the  law  would  have  been 
enforced  if  those  difficulties  had  been  removed  ? — That  would  be  a  matter  of  conjecture. 
For  myself,  I  have  always  rather  believed  that  that  Act  could  be  enforced. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

7159.  Could  you  make  any  suggestions  as  to  amendments  to  the  law  that  would 
make  it  run  more  smoothly  ? — I  suppose  the  ideas  of  an  individual  who  does  not  set  up 
to  be  a  moral  reformer  are  not  of  great  value,  but  my  ideas  are  not  entirely  in  consonanoe 
with  that  Act.  If  you  desire  my  opinion,  I  will  give  you  my  ideas.  My  ideas  are  more 
in  consonance  with  what  is  known  as  the  Gothenburg  Act.  I  am  disposed  to  think  it 
is  very  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  enforce  prohibition,  unless  you  have  a  very  strong 
moral  sentiment  on  the  part  of  the  community.  We  may  arrive  at  that  in  time,  but  I 
do  not  think  we  have  it  now ;  and  in  the  absence  of  that  sentiment,  I  think  there  are  some 
elements  which  are  always  to  be  observed.     First  of  all,  there  should  be  an  inspection 

^  of  all  liquors.     Then  I  think  the  leading  principle  in  the  Gothenburg  system,  that  of 

having  liquor  sold  in  places  where  food  is  always  given  with  it,  is  the  proper  one. 
A  very  large  percentage  of  drunkenness  is  due  to  the  fact  of  men  drinking  bad  liquor 
on  empty  stomachs. 

7160.  Would  you  favour  the  granting  of  licenses  for  the  sale  of  light  wine  and 
beer  ? — I  would.     I  think  if  we  could  only  teach  our  people  to  drink  light  wines  and 

X  beers  in  preference  to  spirits,  it  would  be  a  great  advantage.   '  I  would  put  the  lowest 

license  on  wine,  the  higher  on  beer  and  the  highest  on  spirits. 

7161.  You  spoke  of  having  some  experience  in  Fredericton  ? — Yes. 

7162.  How  is  the  law  observed  in  Fredericton? — For  some  time  it  was  not  very 
well  observed,  but  subsequently  an  effort  was  made  to  enforce  it,  and  I  am  disposed  to 
think  a  pretty  successful  effort.  My  experience  would  be  simply  as  a  barrister  attend- 
ing the  courts  there. 

7163.  By  whom  were  the  efforts  made  in  Fredericton? — I  believe  by  the  temper- 
ance organizations. 

7164.  Did  the  Privy  Council  take  any  action? — I  do  not  speak  positively.  The 
action,  I  imagined,  had  to  be  taken  through  the  Privy  Council,  but  I  understand  that 
it  was  largely  through  the  agency  of  the  total  abstainers  that  it  was  taken. 

7165.  Have  there  been  any  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  appointment  by  the  local 
authorities  of  License  Inspectors  to  enforce  the  Act,  owing  to  public  sentiment  not  being 
in  favour  of  it  ? — I  think  not,  unless  it  is  the  opinion  very  commonly  entertained,  rightly 
or  wrongly,  that  one  exercising  such  duties  as  have  to  be  exercised  by  such  an  official 
is  not  considered  very  popular. 

7166.  Would  you  favour  the  appointment  of  Dominion  officials  to  enforce  the  Scott 
Act  ?  Do  you  think  they  would  be  more  successful  ? — I  have  never  considered  this  very 
fully,  but  my  impression  is  that  it  would  be  a  better  course.  I  give  that  opinion  sub- 
ject to  the  possibility  of  changing  it. 

7167.  Where  is  St.  Martin? — A.  It  is  in  the  county  of  St.  John. 

7168.  Is  it  a  separate  municipality? — No,  it  forms  part  of  the  county. 
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7169.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  operation  of  the  law  in  St.  Martin? — I  do  not 
know,  except  from  Inspectors'  reports. 

7170.  When  the  Act  was  repealed  in  the  county,  it  ceased  to  be  in  operation  in 
St  Martin,  I  suppose  ? — There  is  a  very  strong  total  al^tinence  feeling  in  St.  Martin. 

7171.  Did  St.  Martin  give  a  majority  in  favour  of  the  repeal  of  the  Act? — I  do  not 
remember,  but  I  should  feel  quite  satisfied  that  the  majority  there  would  be  in  favour  oi 
sustaining  the  Act. 

7172.  From  your  knowledge  and  experience,  would  you  favour  the  passage  by  the 
Dominion  Parliament  of  a  general  prohibitory  law  ? — No. 

7173.  Do  you  think  if  such  a  law  were  passed  in  the  present  state  of  public 
opinion  it  could  be  enforced? — I  do  not  think  it  could. 

7174.  Do  you  think,  if  such  a  law  were  passed,  brewers  and  distillers  should  be 
compensated  by  the  province  of  Canada  for  their  business  which  would  then  be 
destroyed  ? — That  is  an  old  question  which  has  been  discussed  by  wiser  men  than  my- 
self, and  I  cannot  say  I  have  ever  thought  it  out  very  fully ;  but  my  idea,  in  the  event 
of  prohibition  being  adopted,  '^  ould  be  to  postpone  its  enactment  a  sufficient  time  to 
enable  persons  in  the  trade  to  get  rid  of  their  stock-in-trade  as  fast  as  possible. 

7175.  That  would  be  a  partial  recognition  of  their  interests? — Yes  - 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

7176.  Were  you  connected  with  the  Portland  Council  ? — I  was  not. 

7177.  Have  you  any  knowledge  as  to  whether  the  Council  instructed  its  officers  not 
to  enforce  the  law  ? — I  had  no  connection  with  the  management  of  Portland  affairs.  I 
do  not  think  there  was  a  very  strong  feeling  in  the  Council  in  favour  of  the  Act. 

7178.  Do  you  know  that  the  Council  instructed  the  policemen  not  to  enforce  the 
law  1— No. 

7179.  Do  you  know  if  there  were  any  convictions  for  violation  of  the  Scott  Act 
in  Portland  ? — I  cannot  state  positively,  but  I  think  there  must  have  been  some  infor- 
mations laid — a  limited  number.  Then,  I  think,  the  question  came  at  once  before  the 
Council,  and  if  my  memory  is  correct,  the  points  raised  on  behalf  of  the  dealers  were 
decided  in  their  favour. 

7180.  You  have  not  personal  knowledge? — No,  but  I  could  ascertain  that  within 
half  an  hour. 

7181.  T  understand  you  were  connected  with  the  Council? — No.    My  father  was. 

By  Mr.  Gigault : 

7182.  Have  you  ever  been  in  the  State  of  Maine  ? — Not  to  any  extent.  I  was  in 
Portland  at  the  Centennial  celebration. 

7183.  Did  you  observe  if  there  was  any  drunkenness  there,  or  if  the  prohibitory 
law  of  the  State  of  Maine  was  observed  ? — I  have  reason  to  believe  it  was  not  observed 
in  the  city  of  Portland,  but  I  do  not  know  that  its  non-observance  was  very  marked. 

7184.  Is  there  less  drunkenness  now  in  St.  John  than  there  was  in  the  county  of 
St  John  under  the  Scott  Act  ?~Very  much  less. 

By  Jiidye  McDonald : 

7185.  The  Dominion  Government  passed  an  Order  in  Council  appropriating  fines 
imder  the  Scott  Act  to  be  used  by  the  County  Council  for  the  purposes  of  the  enforce- 
ment of  that  Act.  I  presume  that  applied  here  as  well  as  in  the  other  pro>4nces  ? — I 
think  so. 

7186.  Do  you  know  what  became  of  those  fines?  Were  they  used  for  that  purpose  ? 
—A  I  do  not  know.     I  am  not  in  a  position  to  answer. 

7187.  Speaking  of  the  provincial  authorities  enforcing  the  law :  who  issued  the 
licenses  here  under  the  Act,  what  are  called  druggists'  licenses  ? — I  have  really  forgotten. 

7188.  The  provincial  authorities  ? — As  regards  druggists'  licenses  that  are  issued 
under  the  Canada  Temperance  Act,  I  have  forgotten  exactly  the  provisions  in  regard  to 
them. 

7189.  The  Privy  Council  held  otherwise,  and  gave  the  power  of  issuing  those 
licenses  to  the  provincial  authorities  ? — Yes. 
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7190.  Do  you  know  any  legislation  here  in  connection  with  them  ? — I  do  not  think 
there  was  any,  but  1  will  not  speak  positively,  for  I  have  not  had  my  attention  turned 
toit* 

7191.  In  Ontario  the  Provincial  Government,  even  under  the  Scott  Act,  appointed 
a  Board  of  Commissioners  and  an  Inspector,  who  issued  the  licenses  to  druggists,  and 
those  authorities  looked  after  the  enforcement  of  the  Act  and  made  the  County  Connci) 
provide  them  with  funds  for  doing  so,  they  being  Scott  Act  fines.  Is  there  any  sudi 
system  prevailing  here  1 — I  cannot  say.  My  experience  has  been  entirely  under  our  pro- 
vincial license  system,  except  so  far  as  Portland  is  concerned,  and  I  am  not  in  any  way 
cbnnected  with  the  management  of  the  city. 

By  Mr.  Cla/rke  : 

7192.  Is  any  Inspector  appointed  to  enforce  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  think  not 

7193.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  non-appointment  of  such  an  oflfioerl  We  find 
the  Act  carried  by  very  large  majorities  in  some  counties,  and  yet  the  municipalities 
take  no  steps  to  enforce  it.  Are  they  reflecting  public  opinion  by  their  non-action,  or 
are  they  flying  in  the  face  of  public  opinion  1 — It  is  diflicult  to  say. 

7194.  We  have  endeavoured  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  non-enforcement  of  the 
Act  ? — You  may  find  a  member  of  Parliament  making  a  speech  on  the  floor  of  the  House 
that  may  be  very  inconsistent  with  his  conduct  on  the  same  night  in  the  hotel,  and  I 
suppose  the  same  rule  may  apply  so  far  as  the  County  Council  is  concerned. 

7195.  Will  that  rule  apply  to  the  electors? — I  am  speaking  now  rather  on  general 
principles,  because  I  have  not  turned  my  attention  to  any  particular  instances. 

7196.  You  cannot  account  for  the  non-enforcement  of  the  Act  after  its  adoption  by 
a  very  large  vote  of  the  ratepayers  ? — No,  it  is  a  difficult  matter ;  it  has  puzzled  me 
more  than  once. 

7197.  If  there  was  a  strong  public  sentiment  in  favour  of  the  enforcement  of  the 
Act,  would  not  the  County  Council  of  necessity  reflect  that  opinion  ? — Yes,  I  should 
think  so. 


GEORGE  A.  HENDERSON,  of  St.  John,  Clerk  to  the  City  Police  Court,  on 
being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

7198.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  St.  John  ? — Since  1869. 

7199.  And  how  long  have  you  held  the  position  of  Clerk  of  the  Court! — Since 
1877. 

7200.  I  understood  from  the  last  witness,  the  Recorder,  that  some  arrangement 
was  in  force  by  which  you  prosecuted  in  what  may  be  called  the  statutory  cases,  which 
go  to  the  police  court  1 — I  have  acted  in  that  capacity. 

7201.  Are  you  brought  in  contact  with  the  administration  of  the  License  Act? — I 
am  constantly. 

7202.  And  also  with  charges  of  infraction  of  the  city  by-law  against  drunkenness 
and  disorderly  conduct  ? — Yes. 

7203.  Have  you  any  report  that  will  give  statistics  in  regard  to  these  matters?— I 
have  prepared  a  statement  which  is  taken  from  the  annual  report  submitted  to  the 
Common  Council.  This  statement  runs  back  to  1871.  It  shows  the  whole  number  of 
arrests  during  each  year  and  the  number  of  arrests  for  drunkenness.     [Appendix  Na  9.] 

7204.  Do  those  figures  cover  cases  of  persons  charged  with  selling  illicitly  I — Yes. 

7205.  Then  you  have  such  cases  occasionally? — Yes.  In  connection  with  the 
statement  I  have  made,  I  may  say  I  have  brought  with  me  two  reports,  one  for  1875 
and  one  for  1884,  which  I  selected  at  random.  The  ages  of  the  persons  arrested  in 
1875  were  as  follows  :  Under  10  years,  4 ;  between  10  and  15  years,  36 ;  between  15 
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and  20  years,  168;  between  20  and  30  years,  612  ;  between  30  and  40  years,  337  ; 
between  40  and  50  years,  214  ;  between  50  and  60  years,  136  ;  between  60  and  70  years, 
42  ;  between  70  and  90  years,  7.  The  report  of  1884  shows  similar  statistics  all  the 
way  through.  The  report  for  that  year  also  shows  the  number  of  persons  arrested 
once  and  over,  as  follows  ; — 957  arrested  one  time ;  98  arrested  two  times  ;  21  arrested 
three  times ;  8  arrested  four  times ;  3  arrested  five  times ;  4  arrested  six  times  ;  1 
arrested  seven  times. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

7206.  The  arrests  for  drunkenness  are  shown  in  your  statement,  I  believe.  For 
instance,  in  1891  there  were  1,678  arrests,  of  which  1,038  were  for  drunkenness.  Is  it 
possible  to  make  anything  like  a  correct  statement,  showing  how  many  of  the  arrests 
other  than  for  drunkenness  were  simply  for  offences  occasioned  by  drink  ? — That  would 
be  a  matter  of  approximation,  I  think,  but  I  can  safely  say  that  fully  one-half  would 
be  indirectly  due  to  liquor. 

7207.  Do  you  think  that  would  be  within  the  mark  ? — Yes. 

7208.  For  oftences  other  than  those  of  drunkenness,  offences  traceable  to  drink  ? — 
Yes,  including  assaults,  fighting  and  such  offences. 

7209.  Of  the  petty  thefts  and  like  crimes  that  come  before  you,  what  percentage 
are  caused  either  by  the  drinking  habit  of  the  person  charged  or  the  drink  habit  of 
their  parents  ? — In  cases  of  theft  I  think  offenders,  as  a  rule,  are  people  of  intemperate 
habits. 

7209a.  Of  the  offences  by  juveniles,  how  many  of  them,  do  you  think,  are  chargeable 
to  drink  on  the  part  of  their  parents  or  guardians  1 — I  should  think  there  are  very  few 
cases  in  which  the  parents  were  not  addicted  to  drink. 

7210.  Is  that  your  observation? — Yes. 

7211.  And  you  have  been  Clerk  of  the  court  since  1877  ? — Yes. 

7212.  Is  it  possible  to  prepare  a  statement  of  the  cost  per  annum  of  arresting,  try- 
ing and  punishing  those  offenders,  together  with  the  other  costs  of  the  police  court  ?^ 
You  will  find  that  information,  I  think,  in  the  Chamberlain's  report. 

7213.  That  is  the  cost  of  the  police  establishment? — Yes. 

7214.  I  think  yon  stated,  in  answer  to  a  question,  that  you  had  frequently  before 
the  court  violations  of  the  license  law  ;  is  the  license  law  violated  to  any  great  extent  ? 
— ^Yes,  it  is ;  you  mean  by  that  the  illicit  sales,  of  course. 

7215.  Do  holders  of  licenses  violate  the  prohibitory  provisions  of  the  license  law; 
that  is,  do  they  sell  during  the  hours  prohibited  and  6n  the  day  prohibited  ? — It  is  not 
infrequent  to  have  a  person  charged  with  that  offence. 

7216.  Are  the  cases  very  frequent? — I  could  not  say  they  were  very  frequent,  con- 
sidering the  number  of  licensed  houses. 

7217.  How  many  licensed  houses  have  you  in  the  city? — In  the  vicinity  of  100. 

7218.  Is  there  much  illicit  sale  by  persons  who  hold  no  licenses? — That  is  a  matter 
which  it  is  very  difficult  to  determine.  I  should  judge  that,  so  far  as  the  saloons  are 
concerned,  the  law  is  fairly  well  respected ;  but  my  belief  is  that,  as  regards  the  hotels, 
it  is  not  as  well  respected. 

7219.  Are  there  many  persons  who  are  not  licensed  sellers ;  does  that  come  under 
your  observation  ? — Yes. 

7220.  Do  the  holders  of  licenses  assist  in  preventing  illicit  sale  ? — So  far  as  I  know, 
they  do  not. 

7221.  Taking  the  license  law  as  a  whole,  do  you  think  it  works  fairly  well  in  St. 
John  ? — As  a  license  law,  I  think  it  does. 

7222.  Do  you  think,  to  any  appreciable  extent,  it  licenses  the  drink  sale  ? — I  should 
judge  that  it  did,  in  my  opinion. 

7223.  You  were  Clerk  of  the  court  in  1877?— A.  Yes. 

7224.  Was  that  the  year  of  the  fire  ? — It  was  the  year  immediately  after  the  fire, 

7225.  Do  you  remember  that  during  the  time  of  the  fire,  or  the  days  that  followed 
the  fire,  there  was  a  public  meeting  of  citizens,  at  which  resolutions  were  passed  closing 
the  licensed  liquor  stores  for  a  time  ? — Yes,  that  was  the  fact. 
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7226.  Do  you  know  who  were  the  parties  who  moved  in  that  matter  1 — Mj  impres- 
sion is  that  Judge  Palmer  made  the  motion.  I  think  he  was  supported  by  some  people 
in  the  liquor  business ;  Mr.  Furlong,  for  instance,  supported  him. 

7227.  It  was  a  meeting  of  citizens  simply? — That  is  my  impression. 

7228.  What  was  the  eflfect  of  that  resolution  :  did  it  close  the  places  for  the, time 
suggested  ? — As  I  was  not  connected  with  the  court  at  that  time,  I  do  not  know  whether 
people  were  prosecuted  or  not  for  violations  of  the  liquor  law  then  to  any  great  exteat 

7229.  Do  you  know  why  not  only  the  illicit  places,  but  the  licens^  liquor  shops 
should  have  been  closed  at  that  time  for  a  number  of  days  ? — I  suppose  it  was  a  ques- 
tion of  morality,  and  that  it  was  done  in  the  general  interests  of  the  community. 

7230.  You  have  expressed  your  belief  that  saloon  licensees  fairly  well  observe  the 
law,  and  that  the  hotels  do  not  so  well  observe  the  law.  From  your  long  experience  in 
the  police  court  in  dealing  with  these  matters,  have  you  formed  an  opinion  as  to  which, 
supposing  one  or  other  must  be  licensed,  it  would  be  better  to  license,  salooi.s  or  hotels! 
— I  think  they  might  be  placed  on  the  same  footing.  It  would  be  better  if  the  Uquor 
selling  in  hotels  was  open  to  the  street,  where  it  would  be  under  observation.  As  a 
rule  bar-rooms  in  hotels  are  in  very  out  of  the  way  places  and  liquor  laws  in  regard  to 
them  cannot  be  so  well  enforced  for  that  reason. 

7231.  Do  you  think  hotels  should  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  as  saloons  f — Yes. 

7232.  If  they  are  to  be  authorized  at  all  ? — Yes. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  :  * 

7233.  Then  if  it  was  determined  by  the  proper  authorities  to  suppress  either  the 
hotels  or  saloons,  so  far  as  the  selling  of  liquor  is  concerned,  do  I  understand  that  you 
prefer  that  the  hotels  should  be  prohibited  from  selling  ? — I  do  not  wish  to  be  so  under- 
stood. 

7234.  Do  you  wish  both  to  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  in  r^^rd  to  the  location 
of  their  bars  ? — That  is  my  theory. 

7235.  Are  the  places  which  provide  accommodation  for  travellers  in  the  same  position 
as  drinking  shops,  which  give  no  accommodation  1 — What  I  mean  is,  that  the  officers  of 
the  law  should  have  the  same  authority  to  enforce  the  law.  These  saloons  are  on  the 
public  streets,  but  hotel  bars  are,  as  a  rule,  placed  in  out  of  the  way  places,  and  the 
police  cannot  enforce  the  law  for  that  reason. 

By  Jiidge  McDonald  : 

7236.  Is  it  required  that  the' saloons  shall  be  on  the  street,  or  open  to  the  street? — 
It  is  due  to  the  force  of  circumstances — the  saloons  are  always  on  the  street. 

7237.  But  there  is  no  law  regulating  the  matter  ? — No. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

7238.  And  there  is  no  law,  I  suppose,  providing  that  hotel  bars  shall  be  on  the 
front  street  ? — No. 

7239.  Having  resided  in  St.  John  for  a  long  time,  you  must  have  some  knowledge 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  Scott  Act  was  enforced  in  the  county  and  in  Portland ! — 
Yes. 

7240.  How  was  it  observed,  was  it  observed  at  all? — I  think  it  was  not  observed 
at  all,  while  it  was  supposed  to  be  in  force  in  Portland.  The  matter  was  before  the 
courts  for  some  time  and  the  cases  were  hung  up.  At  the  time  of  the  union  of  the  city 
an  effort  was  made  under  the  new  regulations  to  enforce  the  law,  that  is  of  St.  John 
itself,  in  Portland.  The  attempt  was  made.  A  number  of  persons  were  prosecuted  and 
fines  were  imposed.  The  cases  were  taken  on  appeal,  and  the  convictions  were  affirmed. 
Shortly  afterwards  the  law  was  repealed,  and  the  license  law  was  made  to  apply  to  both 
cities. 

7241.  Do  you  think  the  Scott  Act  is  a  workable  measure  and  that  it  can  be 
enforced  ? — It  depends  upon  the  administration  and  the  persons  who  are  appointed  to 
execute  the  law,  in  my  opinion. 
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7342.  Would  you  favour  the  appointment  by  the  Dominion  Grovemment  of  persons 
to  enforce  the  law  ? — I  should  favour  the  appointment  of  the  persons  who  were  most 
competent,  whether  appointed  by  the  Dominion  authorities  or  the  Local  Legislature. 
As  to  the  source  from  which  the  officer  gets  his  appointment,  I  do  not  see  why  that 
should  help  the  enforcement  of  the  law. 

7243.  Are  the  officers  appointed  by  the  local  authorities  to  enforce  the  law  generally 
efficient  officers  who  understand  the  law  they  have  to  deal  with  ? — Not  always. 

7244.  Are  there  any  barriers  in  the  way  of  the  local  authorities  appointing  officers 
to  enforce  the  Scott  Act  1 — I  know  of  none. 

7245.  If  officers  are  not  appointed,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  Act  was 
carried  by  a  large  majority,  to  what  do  you  attribute  the  non-enforcement  of  the  law  ? — 
I  should  say  it  was  indifference  on  the  part  of  the  councillors. 

7246.  Could  that  indifference  exist  among  members  of  the  Council  if  they  were  backed 
by  public  sentiment  ? — I  think  that  if  there  was  a  strong  public  sentiment  behind  them 

'  urging  them  to  make  a  proper  appointment,  it  would  be  made. 

7247.  Can  you  suggest  any  amendments  to  the  Scott  Act  that  would  make  it  a  more 
efficient  weapon  1 — I  have  had  so  little  t^  do  with  the  enforcement  of  the  law  under  the 
Scott  Act,  I  am  not  sufficiently  familiar  with  it  to  make  any  suggestions. 

7248.  The  citizens  at  the  time  of  the  fire,  I  understand,  passed  a  resolution  re- 
questing all  hotels  and  saloons  to  be  closed  ? — I  remember  that  as  a  fact.  I  should  not  like 
to  speak  very  definitely  in  regard  to  that  matter,  as  it  is  a  matter  of  history,  to  which  I 
have  not  had  my  attention  called  until  now  ;  but  it  was  a  fact  that  the  bar-rooms  were 
closed  for  several  days. 

7249.  Do  you  know  why  the  people  desired  the  bar-rooms  closed  on  that  special  oc- 
casion ? — It  was  a  time  of  general  disorganization  and  people  were  flocking  into  the  city 
from  all  quarters. 

7250.  Was  it  a  period  of  great  excitement  ? — Yes.  The  bar-rooms  had  been  de- 
stroyed to  a  great  extent,  and  I  suppose  it  was  felt  that  little  shahties  might  be  erected 
and  liquor  sold  generally. 

7251 .  That  was  due  to  the  general  disorganization  ? — Yes,  to  the  state  of  affairs  at 
that  time. 


ROBERT  J.  RITCHIE,  Police  Magistrate  of  the  city  of  St.  John,  on  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

7252.  Have  you  practised  law  in  St.  John  ?— Yes. 

7253.  How  long  have  you  been  Police  Magistrate  of  the  city  ? — Three  years  since 
last  May. 

7254.  Does  it  come  within  your  province  to  try  cjises  of  infractions  of  the  license 
law  in  the  city  ? — Yes. 

7255.  And  also  prosecutions  for  breaches  of  the  city  by-laws,  cases  of  drunkenness, 
and  so  forth  ? — Yes. 

7256.  Have  you  ever  had  anything  to  do  with  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — 
Not  officially. 

7257.  Have  you  lived  in  any  section  of  the  country  where  that  Act  was  in  force  ? 
— When  I  was  in  the  Legislature,  I  was  in  Fredericton  a  good  deal. 

7258.  Was  the  Act  in  force  there  at  that  time  1 — ^Yes. 

7259.  Was  it  enforced  ?— It  was  not. 

7260.  In  what  year  would  that  be?  —I  was  in  the  Legislature  from  1879  to  1889. 

7261.  Were  you  a  member  of  the  Gjvernment? — I  was  Solicitor-General  in  the 
Government. 

7262.  What  county  did  you  represent  ? — The  city  and  county  of  St.  John. 

7263.  Mr.  Henderson,  as  Clerk  of  your  court,  has  furnished  the  Commission  with 
statistics? — Yes ;  he  is  of  course  more  familiar  with  thein  than  I  am. 
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By  Mr\  Clarke  ; 

7264.  Were  you  a  resident  in  the  city  of  St.  John  when  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force 
in  Portland  and  St.  John  county  ? — Yes. 

7265.  Was  it  enforced  ?— Not  at  all. 

7266.  What  is  the  moral  effect  on  a  community  of  having  an  Act  on  the 
tatute  book  that  is  totally  disregarded  ? — Very  bad. 

7267.  Would  you  favour  the  passage  by  the  Dominion  Parliament  of  a  general 
prohibitory  law  ? — If  public  opinion  would  back  it  up. 

7268.  In  the  present  state  of  public  opinion  1 — From  the  experience  we  had  with 
a  prohibitory  law,  because  the  Scott  Act  is  local  prohibition,  I  should  think  not. 

7269.  It  has  been  pointed  out  that  there  would  be  this  advantage,  that,  while  under 
the  Scott  Act  people  in  the  country  parishes  can  import  liquor  for  their  own  use,  under 
a  general  pi-ohibitory  law  they  would  be  debarred  from  doing  so,  except  for  medicinal 
purposes  ? — That  would  make  a  difference. 

7270.  And  the  manufacture  of  liquors  would  be  prohibited.  In  the  state  of  public 
opinion  in  this  section  of  the  Dominion,  do  you  think  at  present,  if  a  prohibitory  law 
were  passed,  it  could  be  enforced  1 — I  have  not  given  the  matter  sufficient  attention  to 
speak  with  regard  to  it.  I  can  see  a  difference  between  a  general  prohibitory  law  and 
the  Scott  Act,  the  latter  being  enforced  in  only  one  or  two  counties  and  liquor  being 
sold  in  other  counties,  and  being  imported  and  being  also  manufactured  in  the  province. 

7271.  But  is  not  the  general  non-observance  of  local  prohibition  an  indication  that 
public  opinion  is  not  ripe  for  the  enforcement  of  the  measure  ? — It  may  to  some  extent 
be  attributed  to  the  officers  not  doing  their  duty. 

7272.  If  the  persons  who  appoint  the  officers  were  amenable  to  public  opinion, 
would  they  not  compel  them  to  do  their  duty,  if  public  opinion  were  sufficiently  strong? 
— No  doubt. 

7273.  And  where  the  Act  was  carried  by  a  large  majority,  and  is  now  more 
honoured  in  the  breach  than  in  the  observance,  is  it  not  an  indication  that  while  the 
people  vote  for  its  adoption,  they  do  not  care  to  enforce  it  ? — I  am  more  familiar  with 
the  way  in  which  it  was  violated  in  Portland, — and  there  it  was  openly  violated.  In  a  case 
of  that  kind,  one  would  naturally  suppose  the  authorities  would  endeavour  to  see  that  the 
law  was  not  violated,  as  it  was  the  law,  whether  they  were  in  favour  of  it  or  not. 

7273a.  Do  you  think  that  if  a  prohibitory  law  were  passed,  those  engaged  in  the 
trade,  the  distillers  and  brewers,  should  be  compensated  by  the  State  ? — I  should  think 
with  respect  to  the  brewers  that,  if  they  have  built  up  a  trade  and  have  a  large  amount 
of  capital  invested  in  the  business,  it  would  be  fair  for  the  Government  to  consider  the 
propriety  of  recompensing  them. 

7274.  Could  you  suggest  any  amendments  to  the  Scott  Act  that  would  make  it 
more  easily  and  efficiently  enforced  ? — I  could  not. 

7275.  Would  you  favour  the  appointment  of  Dominion  officials  to  enforce  the  Scott 
Act  1 — I  have  not  considered  the  question  whether  it  would  make  much  difference  or 
not. 

7276.  In  some  places  where  we  have  taken  testimony  the  opinion  has  been 
expressed  that  the  appointment  of  Dominion  officials  would  be  a  move  in  the  right 
direction,  and  in  other  places  the  opinion  expressed  was  not  favourable  to  the  appointment 
of  such  officers  ? — I  suppose  unless  faithful  men  were  appointed  and  did  their  duty,  it 
would  not  make  much  difference  what  the  appointing  power  was. 

7277.  And  I  suppose  if  there  was  a  strong  public  opinion  behind  them,  they  would 
not  permit  the  law  to  be  flagrantly  violated  1 — No. 

By  Jfr.  Gigatdt : 

7278.  Have  you  had  any  experience  of  the  working  of  the  prohibitory  law  in  the 
Stateof  Maine?— No. 

7279.  Do  you  believe  that  if  a  general  prohibitory  law  were  enacted,  there  would 
be  a  great  deal  of  smuggling  of  imported  liquors  ?-  That  could  only  be  a  conjecture. 
I  suppose  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  stop  smuggling. 

Robert  J.  Ritchie. 
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By  Men,  Dr.  McLeod  : 

7280.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  was  not  enforced 
in  Fredericton  1 — I  thought  it  was  not  enforced  when  I  was  there. 

7281.  Do  you  think  it  is  enforced  in  any  degree? — ^Yes,  because  persons  are 
prosecuted  again  and  again  and  imprisoned. 

7282.  Do  you  believe  that  the  number  of  sellers  has  been  reduced  1 — It  would  only 
be  a  suggestion  :   I  should  suppose  the  number  certainly  would  be  reduced. 

7283.  You  base  your  belief  on  your  observation  in  the  hotels  1 — Largely,  because 
I  could  not  say  how  many  persons  were  authorized  before  the  Scott  Act  came  into 
force,  and  outside  of  the  names  of  persons  I  have  seen  brought  before  the  court,  I 
know  nothing. 

7284.  Have  you  had  any  means  of  forming  an  opinion  as  to  why  the  Act  is  not 
enforced  in  Fredericton  in  a  greater  degree  ? — I  could  not  say ;  of  course,  I  could  go  on 
supposing,  but  I  have  no  knowledge. 

7285.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  enforcement  ? — From 
reading  our  reports  as  lawyers,  I  see  that  every  conceivable  objection  has  been  taken  in 
some  counties,  notably  in  Charlotte,  to  convictions  made  under  the  Act. 

7286.  Do  you  believe  those  objections  have  had  the  effect  of  making  the  enforce- 
ment l^s  effective  ? — I  should  think  so. 

7287.  You  spoke  about  Portland,  and  the  law  being  a  dead  letter  there.  How 
long  after  Portland  and  St.  John  were  united  was  it  before  the  law  was  repealed,  so  far 
as  Portland  was  concerned  ? — I  think  about  a  year. 

7288.  Some  months,  at  all  events? — ^Yes. 

7289.  Were  there  any  complaints  of  illicit  sale  in  the  city  then  known  as  Portland 
after  the  union,  but  prior  to  the  repeal  of  the  law,  laid  in  your  court  ? — I  do  not  remem- 
ber any  Scott  Act  cases  being  brought  before  me. 

7290.  Do  you  know  whether  the  Council  of  the  united  city  instructed  the  police 
officers  not  to  enforce  the  law  in  Portland  ? — I  do  not  know. 

7281.  During  the  time  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force? — I  do  not  know. 

7292.  You  heard  the  statement  of  the  Clerk  of  your  coui-t ;  I  presume  the  statis- 
tics are  all  right  ? — He  will  give  you  correct  statistics. 

7293.  What  is  your  rule  in  dealing  with  men  arrested  simply  for  drunkenness  :  do 
you  fine  or  imprison  or  caution  them  ? — Very  rarely  do  they  escape  without  some  fine, 
12,  $4,  $6,  or  $8. 

7294.  There  was  formerly,  I  believe,  an  $8  rule  on  Monday  morning  ? — It  is  not 
an  $8  rule  for  Monday  morning  particularly,  but  it  applies  to  persons  who  are  drunk 
on  Sunday.  If  they  are  arrested  on  Saturday  night  they  are  fined  $4  each,  as  some 
were  this  morning  ;  if  drunk  on  Sunday  they  are  fined  $8. 

7295.  When  a  man  is  arrested  for  being  drunk  on  Sunday,  it  is  a  fair  inference 
that  he  purchased  liquor  then.  Is  any  attempt  made  to  ascertain  who  were  the  sellers 
and  who  violated  the  law  by  selling  on  Sunday  ? — Thfi^t  is  the  duty  of  the  Inspector  of 
licenses.  He  is  Chief  of  police,  and  very  often  following  cases  of  that  kind,  there  are 
complaints  made  against  sellers,  and  the  person  so  fined  is  usually  the  wiliness. 

7296.  Then  cases  for  violation  of  the  license  law  do  often  follow  cases  of  drunkenness 
on  Sunday  ? — I  do  not  know  how  many  cases  the  Chief  Inspector  looks  into  or  examines, 
but  I  know  that  cases  are  brought  before  me  in  which  persons  who  have  been  fined  by 
me,  have  been  used  as  witnesses  against  persons  charged  with  violation  of  the  license 
law. 

7296a.  Is  it  possible  from  your  records  to  show  what  proportion  of  the  total  amount 
of  fines  collected  in  the  course  of  a  year  is  made  up  of  fines  collected  for  drunkenness 
and  offences  that  grow  out  of  drunkenness  ? — I  do  not  know  that  we  could  furnish  that 
statement,  but  the  books  certainly  would  show  the  facts,  because  there  is  an  entry 
made  of  every  person  tried  and  the  fines  levied  for  drunkenness. 

7297.  A  certain  amount  of  money  is  collected  in  your  court  for  fines.  What  pro- 
portion is  made  up  of  fines  for  drunkenness  ? — I  can  give  you  that  amount  exactly  for 
each  month  ;  but  if  there  be  a  certain  number  of  persons  shown,  it  will  not  be  a  correct 
conclusion  to  arrive  at  that   those  were  different  individuals,  for  a  great  many  of  the 
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offenders,  or  at  all  events  some  of  them,  are  continually  before  the  *  courts.     They  may 
during  the  year  represent  thirty  persons. 

7298.  Is  there  any  way  of  distinguishing  those  individuals  in  your  records f— I 
think  the  Police  Clerk  is  familiar  with  the  names. 

7299.  If  you  would  separate  the  "  repeats  "  it  would  help  the  accuracy  of  the 
statement  ? — Yes. 

7300.  Is  it  difficult  to  enforce  the  license  law  in  St.  John? — Of  course,  it  requires 
some  vigilance. 

7301.  Do  you  find  many  infractions  of  the  law? — I  find  considerable,  but  generallj 
it  is  fairly  well  observed. 

7302.  Is  there  prohibition  to  any  extent  in  St.  John,  that  is  so  far  as  matters  come 
under  your  notice  in  your  official  capacity  ? — Nearly  every  one  brought  before  me  is 
fined,  as  you  will  see  from  the  report.  They  are  brought  before  me  for  keeping  houses 
of  ill-fame,  or  for  l)eing  inmates  of  such  houses,  or  under  the  Vagrancy  Act.  These 
appear  in  the  report. 

7303.  Do  you  find  this  from  the  cases  which  come  before  you,  that  there  is  illicit 
sale  of  liquor  in  those  houses  all  the  time  ? — Yes. 

7304.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  from  the  cases  that  come  before  you  that  the 
use  of  intoxicants  is  general  in  those  places,  not  only  by  the  regular  occupants  but  by 
the  frequenters  ? — I  think  I  might  say  this,  that  from  the  cases  that  come  before  me, 
liquor  is  sold  in  those  houses.  I  suppose  it  is  used  by  the  frequenters  as  well  as  by  the 
inmates. 

7305.  Do  you  think  that  prohibition  would  have  any  effect  in  diminishing  the 
social  evil  ? — I  am  not  in  a  position  to  say.  To  do  that,  I  should  have  to  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  none  are  guilty  of  it  but  those  who  drink. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

7306.  And  you  would  not  be  likely  to  come  to  that  conclusion  ? — I  should  not  be 
likely. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

7307.  I  want  to  ascertain  whether  drink  is  invariably  or  almost  invariably  con- 
nected with  cases  that  come  before  you  ? — I  certainly  should  think  so^ 

7308.  Mr.  Davis  told  us  no  licenses  were  issued  in  Carleton.  Have  you  many 
cases  of  drunkenness  and  petty  offences  from  Carleton  ? — Yes ;  but  I  think  from  the 
evidence  adduced  that  perhaps  the  people  get  the  liquor  on  this  side.  There  have  been 
very  few  cases  of  persons  charged  with  selling  without  license,  I  think  a  few  widows.  I 
cannot  now  recollect  any  man  who  has  been  charged,  with  selling  liquor  unlawfully  in 
Carleton. 

7309.  How  many  wards  are  there  ? — There  were  three,  now  there  are  two. 

7310.  How  do  they  compare  with  two  wards,  similar  in  character  as  regards 
business  and  residences,  on  this  side  of  the  harbour,  as  to  general  good  conduct  and  order  1 
— As  I  have  said,  the  persons  who  have  been  arrested  in  Carleton  for  drunkenness  got 
liquor  on  this  side  and  went  over  on  the  ferry. 

7311.  That  implies  that  there  is  no  illicit  sale  in  that  city? — Very  rarely.  The 
officers  are  very  vigilant  over  there. 

7312.  Do  you  think  the  absence  of  licenses  on  the  west  side  indicates  a  higher 
moral  tone  than  prevails  in  any  two  wards  on  this  side  ? — I  do  not  think  I  could  answer 
the  question  by  making  a  comparison,  but  I  think  the  state  of  things  is  better  in  Carieton 
since  they  have  not  been  selling  liquor. 

7313.  Do  you  think  the  al3sence  of  licenses  there  improves  the  moral  tone? — Yes. 

7314.  Is  there  any  other  part  of  the  city  where  they  do  not  grant  licenses? — I  think 
even  in  Sheffield  Street,  where  there  are  a  nimiber  of  houses  of  ill-fame,  there  are  Hcensee 
granted ;  there  is  certainly  one,  not  granted  to  a  house  of  ill-fame  but  to  a  hcensed 
tavern-keeper. 

7315.  Do  many  cases  of  violation  of  the  license  law  come  to  you  from  that  section 
of  the  city  1 — A  good  many. 

Robert  J.  Ritchie. 
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7316.  That  would  support  the  answer  that  while  those  places  eKisted,  there  also 
existed  illegal  sale  of  liquor? — Yes.  There  are  a  good 'many  convictions  and  a  good 
manj  cases  in  which  convictions  cannot  be  secured,  and  in  which  there  is  a  good  deal 
of  swearing  from  the  class  of  people  who  come  from  that  locality. 

7317.  They  are  disposed  to  swear  with  very  little  regard  to  the  truth? — Yes,  in 
regard  to  the  way  in  which  they  account  for  the  liquor. 

By  Mr,  Gigault : 

7318.  Do  you  believe  that  religious  training  does  more  to  promote  temperance  than 
I^slation  contributes  to  that  end  ?— -I  have  always  been  an  advocate  of  moral  suasion 
with  respect  to  temperance.     Religious  training  should  go  with  it. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

7319.  At  the  time  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force  in  Portland,  we  understand  the 
License  Act  was  in  force  in  St.  John,  and  there  was  only  an  imaginary  line  between  the 
twQ  places.  Can  you  explain  how  people  who  could  come  to  hotels  at  St.  John  and  buy 
at  regular  places,  purchased  at  illicit  places  at  Portland,  and  further  how  those  persons 
could  carry  on  that  illicit  business  1 — Many  of  the  people  were  in  th^  business  when 
licenses  were  granted,  and  they  may  have  continued  in  their  houses  in  some  instances. 
It  certainly  had  the  effect  of  creating  a  public  opinion  here  to  some  extent  in  favour  of  a 
License  Act  rather  than  the  Scott  Act.  The  Scott  Act  did  not  get  a  fair  show  in  Port- 
land. I  do  not  know  who  was  to  blame,  but  it  was  plain  that  the  Act  was  flagrantly  and 
openly  violated. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod : 

7320.  You  have  expressed  your  belief  in  moral  suasion  efforts.  Do  you  think  that 
the  existing  laws  for  the  restriction  and  prohibition  of  the  trade  during  certain  hours 
and  days  are  in  any  degree  the  result  of  those  moral  suasion  efforts  ? — I  think  so. 

7321.  Do  you  thiak  the  efforts  of  the  moral  suasionists  are  expressed  in  such  laws? 
—Yes. 

7322.  Do  you  believe  that  those  laws  help  the  moral  efforts  ? — I  do  not  mean  to 
say  you  can  depend  altogether  on  moral  suasion.  I  do  not  know  but  that,  if  I  go  on 
feeling  as  I  do,  I  may  become  quite  a  prohibitionist  after  a  while.  • 

7323.  You  think  the  laws  are  the  outcome  of  the  moral  efforts,  and  that  the  laws 
do  not  hinder  but  rather  help  the  moral  efforts  ? — Yes. 

By  Mr,  Clnrke  : 

7324.  What  effect  has  the  non-enforcement  of  the  law,  the  flagrant  violation  of  the 
law,  on  the  morals  of  the  community  ? — I  think  very  bad. 

7325.  You  spok'e  about  the  difficulty  of  enforcing  the  Scott  Act  on  account  of  the 
legal  quibbles  and  technicalities  raised  respecting  many  of  its  provisions.  Have  not 
these  objections  been  now  pretty  well  dispos^  of  by  the  courts  ? — Yes. 

7326.  Do  you  not  think  the  list  of  objections  to  the  Act,  and  which  interfered  with 
its  enforcement,  has  been  pretty  well  exhausted? — I  think  they  are  pretty  well 
exhausted ;  but  I  have  never  had  a  Scott  Act  case  before  me. 

7327.  Do  you  think  that  if  public  sentiment  were  now  very  strongly  in  favour  of 
the  Act,  it  could  be  enforced  without  difficulty  ? — Yes,  if  they  had  public  opinion  behind 
them ;  but  it  is  very  difficult  to  enforce  an  Act,  if  there  is  not  public  opinion  behind  it. 

7328.  You  spoke  about  fines  imposed  for  drunkenness  on  Sunday.  Do  the  officers 
attempt  to  find  out  whether  the  liquor  was  purchased  on  Sunday  or  on  Saturday  with 
which  the  individual  got  drunk  on  Sunday? — No  effort  is  made  by  me.  There  is  a  Chief 
Inspector,  and  sometimes  the  outcome  of  cases  for  drunkenness  is  the  bringing  of  a  case 
for  infraction  of  the  license  law. 

7329.  You  do  not  know  whether  the  majority  of  those  drunkards  purchase  the 
Hquor  on  Saturday  or  on  Sunday  ? — I  do  not  know. 

7330.  Have  you  any  means  of  knowing  the  number  of  persons  visiting  unlicensed 
houses  ? — No,  I  have  only  to  do  with  the  cases  brought  before  me. 

7330a.  Have  you  any  knowledge  as  to  whether  when  a  prohibitory  measure  is 
voted  on,  the  number  of  those  places  referred  to  decreases  ? — I  could  not  speak  as  to  that 
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JAMES  H ARGRAVES,  of  St.  John,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  :— 
By  Judge  McDonald : 

7331.  What  is  your  occupation  or  calling? — Superintendent  of  cotton  mills. 
7-i32.  How  long  have  you  held  that  position  ?— -Seven  years. 

7333.  How  many  men  are  employed  at  the  mUls? — I  suppose  about  110. 

7334.  Have  you  had  an  official  connection  with  the  administration  of  the  license 
law  as  Inspector  or  Councillor  ? — No. 

7335.  Nor  with  the  management  of  the  Scott  Act  in  any  part  of  the  province  ?— No. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

7336.  How  many  employees  have  you  under  your  control? — Three  hundred  and 
twenty-five. 

7337.  How  many  men  employed  ? — About  one-third  of  that  number. 

7338.  Are  they  affected  at  all  by  the  drink  traffic  ? — Very  little. 

7339.  Have  you  any  rule  as  to  the  employment  of  men  in  thatHX)nnection  ?— Of 
course,  if  a  man  addicted  to  drink  came  to  me,  I  would  rather  have  a  sober  man. 

7340.  You  have  some  who  are  addicted  to  drinking  moderately  ? — Some. 

7341.  Some  who  drink  to  excess? — Perhaps  one  or  two  per  cent. 

7342.  Have  you  any  preference  ? — Of  course  there  are  some  good  workers  among 
•  the  moderate  drinkers. 

By  Jtidge  McDonald  : 

7343.  You  do  not  draw  a  distinction  between  the  moderate  drinker  and  the  sober 
man  ? — No. 

7344.  What  do  you  mean  by  a  moderate  drinker  ? — I  mean  a  man  whose  drink 
doe's  not  interfere  with  his  work. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

7345.  You  prefer  abstainers,  because  they  are  more  attentive  and  more  reliable  ?— 
Yes. 

7346.  Has  your  work  suffered  on  account  of  drinking  among  your  employees  !— 
Very  little. 

7347.  Have  you  had  any  opportunity  to  determine  what  interference  with  yonr 
industry  the  drinking  of  your  employees  has  had  ? — We  have  had  to  discharge  men  who 
got  drunk  and  neglected  their  work. 

7348.  It  was  a  loss  not  only  to  them  of  their  wages,  but  also  to  you,  because  they 
interfered  with  others,  I  suppose  ? — Yes. 

7349.  Do  you  think  the  prohibition  of  the  drink  trade  in  the  vicinity  of  your  indus- 
try would  be  an  advantage? — I  think  if  they  could  not  get  it,  they  would  be  so  much 
the  more  sober. 

7350.  You  think  there  are  some  men  who  if  they  have  no  facilities  for  getting  drink, 
will  not  drink? — I  think  so. 

7351.  And  if  there  are  drink  places  within  their  reach,  they  will  drink  ? — Yes. 


James  Hargraves. 
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WILLIAM  A.  SKILLEN,  of  St.  Martin's,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
follows : — 

By  Judge  McDorucdd  : 

7352.  What  is  your  occupation  or  calling  ? — I  am  a  notary  public. 

7353.  Do  you  hold  any  official  position? — Parish  Court  Commissioner  of  St.  Martin's. 

7354.  How  long  have  you  resided  at  St.  Martin's  1 — About  34  years. 

7355.  In  what  county  is  it  ? — St.  John. 

7356.  How  far  fiom  the  city? — About  30  miles. 

7357.  Have  you  had  anything  to  do  with  the  administration  of  what  is  commonly 
called  the  Scott  Act  ?— A  little. 

7358.  In  what  capacity  ? — As  a  Justice  of  the  court. 

7359.  How  long  wa«  the  law  in  force  in  that  county  ? — I  think  about  four  years. 

7360.  Was  it  thoroughly  enforced  while  in  operation  ? — No. 

By  Rev.  Br,  McLeod  : 

7361.  What  interfered  with  the  thorough  enforcement  of  the  Act? — I  cannot 
understand  what  interfered  with  it.  I  think  I  had  the  first  case  in  the  county  that  was 
tried  as  a  test  case  of  the  Scott  Act  for  the  county.  That  case  has  been  before  the 
Supreme  Court  of  New  Brunswick  ever  since,  and  is  not  yet  settled.  That  is  probably 
part  of  the  difficulty. 

7362.  Have  you  in  subsequent  cases  been  met  with  the  difficulty  that  that  case 
was  still  unsettled  ? — Just  previous  to  the  election  recently  held  for  the  repeal  of  the 
Act,  I  tried  three  cases,  and  in  all  three  convictions  were  given  ;  and  in  one  case  the 
man  went  to  jail,  and  in  the  other^i  the  cases  were  appealed,  and  they  are  still  before 
the  court. 

7363.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that,  but  for  the  difficulty  you  have  stated,  the  ^ 
enforcement  of  the  law  could  have  been  much  easier  and  more  effective  ? — I  think  it 
could  have  been  more  effective  if  it  had  been  easier  of  operation. 

7364.  And  it  was  not  easier  of  operation,  for  what  reason? — It  was  too  expensive 
and  there  was  too  much  machinery. 

7365.  Is  there  more  machinery  than  there  is  in  the  ordinary  law  ? — I  think  so. 

7366.  How  many  years  ago  was  it  that  the  cases  went  before  the  Supreme  Court  ?— 
Four  years  ago. 

7367.  Do  you  know  of  any  reason  why  they  are  still  before  the  Supreme  Court- 1 — I  do 
not  know.  Last  fall,  I  understand,  the  lawyers  tried  to  make  a  compromise.  One  case 
had  gone  so  far  that  I  had  fined  the  man,  the  fine  had  been  paid,  and  the  costs  paid 
to  the  Sheriff,  subject  to  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  they  are  still  held  by 
him.  The  lawyers  applied  to  the  Sheriff  to  have  the  money  paid  over  to  them  and 
divided  amongst  them. 

7368.  WTiat  is  the  difference  between  the  License  Law  and  the  Scott  Act  ? — It  is 
very  much  in  favour  of  the  License  Law.  ^  t 

7369.  For  what  reason  ? — Because  it  is  more  easily  enforced,  and  there  are  local 
officers  who  come  under  the  control  of  somebody. 

7370.  Who  has  the  control  ? — The  Municipal  Council. 

7371.  What  officers  do  they  appoint  ? — The  Inspector. 

7372.  That  is  since  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  was  in  force  ? — Yes. 

7373.  There  was  no  one  to  enforce  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  ? — No. 

7374.  Are  any  licenses  existing  in  St.  Martin's  ? — One. 

7375.  Is  there  any  illicit  sale  there  ? — I  have  heard  there  might  be  some. 

7376.  Is  there  any  more  than  there  was  before  the  license  was  issued  ? — Not  more, 
and  I  think  less  since  the  Inspector  took  hold  of  it. 

7377.  The  Inspector  is  succeeding  in  enforcing  the  law  ? — I  think  so. 

7378.  He  is  succeeding  better  than  before  ? — Very  much  better. 

7379.  Is  it  easier  to  get  convictions  ? — I  think  so. 
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7380.  Is  it  easier  to  get  evidence  ? — It  was  easy  enough  to  get  evidence.  I  have  had 
to  summon  witnesses  under  the  License  Act,  which  I  did  not  have  to  do  under  the  other 
law.     There  is  very  little  difference.  ^ 

7381.  Who  is  the  holder  of  the  license  there  now  ? — Mrs.  Nugent  is  the  only  one. 

7382.  Was  she  an  illicit  seller  before  ? — She  was  convicted  once. 

7383.  Have  you  any  idea  that  she  will  observe  the  provisions  of  the  License  Act?— 
I  cannot  say. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  :  \ 

7384.  How  did  she  obtain  her  license  ? — By  petition.  I  think  it  is  necessary  that 
one-third  of  the  ratepayers  in  the  sub-polling  district  should  sign. 

7385.  Notwithstanding  that  she  was  a  law  breaker,  one-third  of  the  residents 
petitioned  ? — Yes.     I  had  no  doubt  she  would  get  it  in  that  district. 

7386.  Was  there  ever  a  time  in  your  residence  in  St.  Martin's  when  there  were 
nine  or  ten  licensed  places  there  ? — No.    Never  beyond  seven  to  my  knowledge. 

7387.  How  many  places  were  there  where  liquor  was  sold  when  the  Scott  Act  was 
in  force  ?  Was  the  number  greater  or  less  than  when  the  liquor  license  law  was  in 
force  ? — About  the  same  or  less.  Seven  or  eight  places  existed  when  there  were  large 
ship-building  operations  going  on  there  and  a  large  transient  population.  There  have 
never  been  beyond  four  of  late  years  under  license. 

7388.  Did  drunkenness  increase  or  decrease  when  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force  ?— 
There  was  no  great  difference. 

7389.  No  marked  difference  ?— No. 

7390.  No  marked  increase  or  decrease  ? — No.  It  simply  kept  on  the  even  tenor  of 
its  way. 

7391.  You  would  have  noticed  any  change? — Certainly. 

7392.  Did  the  Scott  Act  introduce  a  better  condition  of  things  than  before  iti— 
No,  because  no  Act  can  do  that  unless  it  is  put  in  operation.  The  mere  passage  of  an 
Act  will  not  do  anything. 

7393.  Whose  duty  is  it  to  enforce  the  law  1 — Thomas  W.  Mosher,  the  Town  Clerk, 
is  the  Deputy  Inspector. 

7394.  Appointed  by  whom? — By  the  Municipal  Council. 

7395.  And  the  difficulty  in  the  Scott  Act  was  that  no  one  was  appointed  to 
enforce  it  ? — Yes,  the  Municipal  Council  did  not  appoint  any  one. 

7396.  The  temperance  sentiment  is  very  strong  there?— -Ye&. 

7397.  Was  there  any  legal  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  Council  appointing  an 
Inspector  ?-  -No. 

7398.  Did  the  Council  reflect  the  sentiment  of  St.  Martin's  in  declining  to  enforce 
the  law  ?— They  did  not.  If  they  had  reflected  the  feeling  of  the  people  of  St  Martin's, 
they  would  have  enforced  prohibition.  That  parish  is  largely  for  temperance  and  pro- 
hibition. 

7399.  Since  the  Scott  Act  has  been  repealed  and  the  license  law  has  been  in  foive 
and  a  license  has  been  issued,  has  drunkenness  increased  or  decreased  ? — I  think  it  has 
decreased,  if  anything.  There  is  a  certain  amount  of  influence  exercised  over  those 
who  are  selling  illicitly  by  the  Deputy  Inspector,  who  has  notified  them  not  to  sell,  and 
I  do  not  think  there  is  much  liquor  sold  there, 

7400.  From  your  experience  generally,  do  you  think  that  public  opinion  is  ripe  for 
the  passage  of  a  general  prohibitory  law  ? — So  far  as  St.  Martin's  is  concerned,  I  think 
the  people  want  a  prohibitory  law,  but  I  do  not  know  as  to  the  Province  at  large. 

7401.  What  is  your  own  opinion  ? — I  think  that  a  prohibitory  law  would  be  very 
hard  to  operate,  unless  importation  was  prohibited. 

7402.  A  general  law  would  prohibit  the  importation  as  well  as  the  sale  ?  Do  you 
think  such  a  law  could  be  enforced? — It  would,  I  imagine,  be  very  difficult 

7403.  Is  it  less  easy  to  enforce  the  prohibitory  clauses  of  the  Provincial  Law  than 
the  clauses  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  think  so.  We  judicially  find  it  easier  to  get  over  the 
conditions  of  the  License  Law  than  the  Scott  Act. 

William  A.  Skillen. 
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7404.  It  would  be  better,  then,  to  repeal  the  Scott  Act  and  adopt  the  prohibitory 
clauses  of  the  Provincial  law  ? — I  think  so.  They  have  really  the  same  provisions  under 
the  License  Act,  as  they  have  under  the  Scott  Act,  and  they  are  much  more  easy^ 
because  the  municipality  is  bound  to  enforce  the  Act. 

7405.  And  the  granting  of  licenses  rests  with  the  people  ? — With  the  people  them- 
selves.    I  think  the  Provincial  Law  is  one  of  the  best  in  existence. 

7406.  Do  you  think,  if  the  Scott  Act  was  enforced  by  officials  appointed  by  the 
Dominion  Government,  it  would  be  better  enforced  ? — I  think,  probably,  it  woujd  be. 
It  would  be  more  easily  operated  in  that  way. 

7407.  Could  you  make  any  suggestions  as  to  the  simplification  of  the  Act  itself  ?^— No. 
I  suppose  the  ruling  of  the  Supreme  Court  will  do  that. 

7408.  Have  you  any  experience,  outside  of  your  county,  in  the  Province  or  in  Nova 
Scotia  or  in  Prince  Edward  Island,  as  to  the  operation  of  the  law  1 — I  had  some  experi- 
ence in  Nova  Scotia. 

7409.  What  did  you  find  to  be  the  results  of  the  operation  there,  when  the  Act  was 
supposed  to  be  in  force  ? — For  two  or  three  years  I  had  a  contract  from  the  Government 
for  a  steamer  between  Windsor  and  Parrsboro',  on  the  Bay  Of  Minas.  No  license  was 
issued  in  Parrsboro',  but  there  were  seventeen  rum-shops  there,  and  nine-tenths  of  our 
freight,  of  all  the  freight  we  carried  from  Windsor  to  Parrsboro',  was  liquor.  These 
liquors  were  not  addressed  to  the  parties  for  whom  they  were  intended,  but  to  the 
Customs  officer  in  bond,  although  they  were  not  in  bond  and  were  supposed  to  go 
through  to  Amherst ;  but  to  my  knowledge,  the  liquors  never  left  Parrslioro',  but  were 
delivered  there  to  the  parties  who  went  for  them. 

7410.  In  what  county  is  that  place? — In  Cumberland. 

7411.  Is  the  Scott  Act  in  force  in  Cumberland  now  ? — I  do  not  know. 

7412.  Did  you  have  any  experience  in  any  other  parts  of  the  Province? — No. 

7413.  What  is  the  population  of  Parrsboro'?—!  think,  from  1,700  to  2,000. 

7414.  Was  there  a  liquor  license  law  there  at  any  time? — I  do  not  know. 

7415.  There  was  some  prohibitory  measure  on  the  statute-book? — Yes,  and  an 
officer  was  appointed  by  the  Government,  a  man  named  Broddy,  I  think. 

7416.  There  were  seventeen  unlicensed  places  there? — Yes,  to  my  knowledge. 


BEVERLEY  A.  McAULEY,  of  St.  John,  merchant,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed 
as  follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald: 

7417.  What  is  your  calling  or  occupation  ? — Dry  goods  merchant. 

7418.  Have  you  had  to  do  as  councillor  or  otherwise  with  the  enforcement  of  the 
license  laws  ? — Nothing  whatever. 

7419.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  St.  John  ? — All  my  life,  forty  years, 

7420.  Have  you  noticed  whether  there  has  been  an  increase  or  a  decrease  in 
drunkenness  in  the  community  ? — I  cannot  say. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod  : 

7421.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  as  to  the  effect  that  the  drinking  customs  have 
on  the  public  interests  ? — I  have  not. 

7422.  Have  you  any  rule  that  you  enforce  as  to  the  employment  of  the  clerks  in 
your  employ  ? — No.     We  find  we  never  have  any  difficulty  in  getting  sober  men. 

7423.  Do  you  desire  to  have  sober  men  ? — ^We  never  have  to  ask  the  question. 
7424. 'You  have  none  except  sober  men  ? — I  do  not  remember. 

7425.  Some  business  men  say  that  the  drink  habit  by  lessening  the  wage-earning 
power  of  the  man  lessens  his  power,  that  is,  he  has  less  to  spend  in  dry  goods  and  other 
matters,  debts  are  contracted  and  there  is  general  suffering  ? — I  have  never  gone  into 
that  so  deeply  as  to  give  an  opinion  upon  it. 
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By  Mr.  Grigault : 

7426.  Have  you  had  any  experience  as  to  the  working  of  the  Sott  Act  % — None 
whatever. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

7427.  You  were  a  resident  of  St.  John  when  the  Soott  Act  was  the  law  in  Port- 
land?—Yes. 

7428.  How  was  it  observed  over  there  ? — I  could  not  say.  I  have  no  knowledge 
of  it. 

7429.  Do  you  ask  applicants  for  employment  whether  they  are  total  abstainers  or 
not  ? — I  do  not  think  I  ever  asked  the  question. 

7430.  And  if  they  are  abstainers  during  business  hours,  that  is  all  you  require?— I 
should  think  it  would  be  impossible  to  watch  them  beyond  that.     That  is  my  experience. 

7431.  You  have  had  no  knowledge  of  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  through  this 
Province  or  elsewhere  1 — I  have  no  knowledge  of  it  whatever. 

7432.  Would  you  favour  a  general  prohibitory  law  ? — That  would  require  more 
attention  than  I  have  ever  thought  of  giving  it. 

7433.  If  it  was  passed,  would  it  be  proper  or  improper  to  compensate  brewers  and 
distillers  ? — That  I  cannot  say.  If  the  matter  were  before  the  country,  I  would  drop 
my  ballot  as  I  would  on  every  other  matter  that  came  before  the  country. 

7434.  Has  drunkenness  increased  or  decreased  within  your  experience  ? — I  have  not 
watched  the  police  reports. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

7435.  But  from  your  observation  as  a  citizen  on  the  street  ? — Sometimes  I  see  a 
drunken  man  and  sometimes  I  do  not  see  one  for  months. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

7436.  Do  you  know  what  percentage  of  your  employees  are  total  abstainers  1 — I  do 
not. 


Rev.  EDWARD  J.   GRANT,  of  Sussex,  King's  County,  on  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  as  follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

7437.  What  is  your  calling  ? — A  minister  of  the  gospel,  a  Baptist. 

7438.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  King^s  County  ? — Nearly  three  years. 

7439.  What  law  is  in  force  there?— The  Scott  Act. 

7440.  Was  it  in  force  when  you  went  there  ? — Yes. 

7441.  Have  you  had  any  opportunity  to  observe  how  it  is  worked  ? — Yes. 

7442.  How  is  it  enforced  ? — It  is  being  enforced  at  present  vigorously,  more  vigor- 
ously than  at  any  other  time. 

7443.  By  what  officers? — I  have  been  the  prosecutor  in  Sussex  for  the  last  two 
years. 

7444.  Have  you  a  Stipendiary  or  a  local  Justice  of  the  peace  ? — Both. 

7445.  Have  you  taken  action  in  more  than  one  district  ? — I  have  not.    Only  in  the 
parish  of  Sussex. 

7446.  How  many  convictions  have  you  obtained  in  the  last  two  years? — I  do  not 
remember,  but  in  the  vicinity  of  fifteen  or  eighteen. 

7447.  Have  you  laid  any  information  in  cases  where  you  have  not  been  successful  ? 
— Two  or  three  cases,  through  some  informality  in  the  papers. 

7448.  Not  from  lack  of  evidence? — No. 

7449.  Witnesses  were  sworn  in  those  cases  ? — Yes. 
Beverley  A.  McAuley. 


Digitized  by 


Qoo^^ 


MINUTES   OP   EVIDENCE,    NEW   BRUNSWICK.  .  383 

7450.  And  proved  the  transgression  of  the  law  1 — Yes,  but  there  was  some  techni- 
cality in  the  papers. 

7451.  Have  you  attended  at  the  trial  1 — I  have. 

7452.  Had  you  reason  to  believe  the  witnesses  gave  their  evidence  candidly  and 
truthfully  ? — There  may  be  many  cases  in  which  I  believe  they  intended  to  do  so  ;  but 
they  could  not  remember. 

7453.  Was  that  as  to  the  denial  of  getting  the  liquor,  or  of  not  knowing  that  tl^e 
liquor  was  sold  ? — It  was  lack  of  memory  as  to  not  getting  it. 

7454.  Does  the  Magistrate  do  his  duty  fearlessly  ? — We  tried  cases  before  the  Sti- 
pendiary Magistrate  for  a  year  and  then  abandoned  him,  and  had  cases  tried  before  two 
Justices  of  the  peace. 

7455.  The  same  two  Justices  of  the  peace  ? — Yes. 

7456.  Are  there  many  Justices  of  the  peace — Yes. 

7457.  Why  did  you  abandon  the  Stipendiary  ? — The  temperance  people  were  not 
satisfied. 

7458.  Had  he  this  kind  of  cases  before  him  ? — He  had  both  kinds ;  but  where  we 
failed,  he  had  evidence  sufficient  to  convict,  but  did  not  convict. 

7459.  Had  you  any  cases  where  they  pleaded  guilty  ? — No. 

7460.  Do  you  think  there  are  any  liquors  sold  illicitly  there  now  ? — The  men  we 
have  been  prosecuting  for  two  years  are  still  selling.     We  know  that. 

7461.  Are  there  many  ? — There  are  two  in  the  village  of  Sussex  and  probably 
others  in  the  parish. 

7462.  Do  they  keep  houses  of  public  entertainment  ? — No ;  they  keep  open  saloons, 
selling  nothing  but  liquor,  and  we  have  been  prosecuting  them. 

7463.  Are  they  old  residents  or  strangers  ?— Old  residents. 

7464.  Are  you  troubled  with  strangers,  who  come  in  and  then  disappear  ? — No. 
These  are  old  residents. 

7465.  These  are  old  residents  ? — Yes,  who  have  been  there  all  their  lives. 

7466.  Have  you  had  any  cases  of  second  or  third  offences  ? — No,  not  so  far. 

7467.  What  is  the  reason  ?  Is  it  that  you  have  not  cared  to  press  them,  or  that  the 
Justices  of  the  Peace  have  not  taken  them  up  ? — I  do  not  know  the  reason.  I  have 
spoken  several  times  to  the  attorney  who  was  prosecuting  them  to  do  that,  but  he  has 
preferred  to  go  on  with  the  first  offence. 

7468.  Is  he  under  your  control  ? — Yes. 

7469.  Then  you  have  not  pressed  it  upon  him  1 — I  have  not,  for  reasons  which  seem 
to  rae  justifiable,  but  I  intend  to  do  so  when  the  proper  time  appears  to  me. 

7470.  In  any  of  these  considerations,  has  there  been  a  consideration  for  the  families 
of  the  parties  who  were  charged  and  against  whom  a  more  lenient  course  was  pursued  ? 
-No. 

7471.  How,  then,  do  you  explain  it? — I  do  not.  please  to  give  any  explanation, 
except  that  the  attorney  was  not  willing  at  that  time. 

7472.  But  you  are  the  prosecutor,  and  take  all  the  trouble  and  bear  all  the  oppro- 
brium, if  any  1 — Yes. 

7473.  Still  this  has  not  been  done  ? — No. 

7474.  Have  you  had  any  difficulty  as  to  the  disposal  of  the  fines  collected,  the 
Dominion  Grovernment  having  passed  an  Order  in  Council  by  which  the  Scott  Act  fines 
are  to  be  applied  to  the  expenses  of  the  enforcement  of  the  law  ? — I  am  using  the  fines 
for  that  purpose. 

7475.  The  Magistrates  pay  them  over  to  you  ? — Yes. 

7476.  Did  the  Stipendiary  do  so  1 — There  were  no  fines  collected  during  his  time. 
He  could  not  collect  them. 

7477.  Have  the  police  been  used  in  this  matter  ? — Yes.  The  fines  have  been  col- 
lected, and  I  have  used  them. 

7478.  You  have  succeeded  in  enforcing  the  law  as  far  as  it  could  be  enforced  ? — 
Yes. 

7479.  Have  the  County  Council  given  you  any  aid  ? — I  think  a  year  ago  last  June 
they  appointed  a  Scott  Act  Inspector  for  the  county.  There  is  some  question  as  to 
whether  they  have  power  to    appoint  or  not.       Shortly  afterwards,  the    case    was 
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reine  Court  of  New  Brunswick,  and  then  I  think  it  was  decided  that  I 

wer  to  appoint.     They  appealed  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada,  • 

'eached  there.     I  think  the  reason  was  that  it  involved  a  heavy  law  i 

)al  Council. 

sion  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Province  was  in  their  favour  ]— 

the  temperance  people. 

refore  in  favour  of  the  Council  1 — Yes. 

u  a  surplus  on  hand  from  these  fines  ? — No. 

e  these  expenses  incurred  ? — Payments   to   the  attorney  and  the 

constable. 

Magistrate  and  constable  levy  their  fees  in  addition  ? — No.    The 

y  the  Scott  Act  do  not  nearly  cover  the  expenses  of  trying  cases. 

s  would  not  be  more  than  $4  or  $5  in  each  case,  and  each  case  will 

10  or  $25. 

klagistrates  attempt  to  collect  any  more  fees  than  are  allowed  by  law? 

onstables  1 — They  do.     We  have  to  pay  them  whatever  they  ask. 
ihink  you  would  be  in  a  better  position,  if  officers  appointed  by  either 
the   Dominion  Government  were  appointed  to  enforce  the  law  ?— I 
Lcers  were  appointed  by  the  Dominion  Government,  we  would  have 

lid  be  able  to  send  out  these  two  illicit  sellers  you  have  now  1 — Yes. 
ihem  out  anyway.     We  intend  to  enforce  the  Act  and  to  close  them 
going  on  this  week. 
1  have  the  public  sentiment  of  that  community  at  your  back? — 

>r,  McLeod : 

X  had  the  public  sentiment  at  your  back  all  the  way  through  f — Yes, 
nbe  the  amount  of  money  required  to  enforce  the  Act. 
b  was  true  when  the  Act  was  not  enforced  ? — Yes.     Unless  there  had 
go  on  and  lead  in  the  matter,  and  organize,  you  could  not  have 

-he  time  that  no  one  went  forward  and  the  law  was  openly  violated, 
c  sentiment  was  favourable  to  the  enforcement  of  the  Act  ? — Yes, 

i  has  been  done  in  enforcement  since,  under  the  leadership  of 
is  not  because  the  public  sentiment  is  different  from  what  it  was 
ot  think  so. 

explain  how  it  is  that  the  illicit  sellers,  notwithstanding  the  prosecu- 
ies,  persist  in  selling  ? — Yes.     They  persist  in  selling,  because  they 
le  we  will  get  tired  of  it  and  give  it  up. 
nk  they  will  weary  you  ? — That  they  will  wear  us  out. 
men  of  means  ? — Yes,   because  they  have  made  a  small  fortune  in 

:now  how  much  they  have  paid  in  fines  since  you  took  hold  of  it  ? — 

arrangement  been  made  with  them  by  which  these  fines  may  be  re- 
fee  practically,  and  they  may  go  on  and  sell  ? — No.     We  are  now 
;  we  can. 

le  in  Sussex  confined  to  the  two  men  to  whom  you  refer  % — It  is  said 
that  sells,  but  the  sale  is  so  small  that  it  is  hardly  worth  mentioning. 
"0  any  time  when  there  were  more  sellers  than  these  two  or  three? 

1  any  idea  of  the  extent  of  illicit  sale  in  other  parts  of  the  county  ? 
sen  quite  general,  but  within  the  last  six  months  at  all  the  principal 
y  they  have  commenced  to  enforce  the  Act. 
0  J.  Grant. 
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7502.  Why  this  desire  for  the  enforcement  of  the  Act,  and  why  is  it  successful  1 — 
They  are  encouraged  by  the  success  in  Sussex,  and  they  are  encouraged  in  other  pai*ts  of 
the  county.  • 

7503.  The  success  came,  when  ?  Before  or  after  you  had  succeeded  in  removing  the 
obstructions  which  obtained  in  the  courts  at  that  time  ? — Our  difficulty  has  been  this,  or 
we  think  so,  that  a  certain  Judge  in  the  city  gave  certain  orders  that  we  think  he  ought 
not  to  have  given,  as  there  was  not  sufficient  reason  for  giving  them. 

7504.  Has  that  hindered  your  work  ? — It  has  in  this  way  :  that  it  has  encouraged 
these  men  to  fight  and  resist  the  law,  and  they  have  resisted  for  nearly  two  years. 

7505.  The  convictions  have  been  sustained  ? — Yes,  except  one  where  there  was  some 
in-egularity. 

7506.  You  think  the  law  is  enforceable  ? — Certainly,  and  it  is  better  now  than  it 
was  before,  because  every  technical  point  has  been  settled  by  the  courts. 

7507.  Is  that  because  the  law  is  pushed,  and  not  because  the  public  sentiment  is  be- 
hind it  ? — It  is  enforceable  because  some  person  takes  the  trouble  to  enforce  it.  If  the 
public  sentiment  were  behind  it  still,  it  could  not  be  enforced  if  there  was  no  one  to  en- 
force it. 

7508.  What  amendment  would  you  suggest  to  the  law  ? — That  the  officers  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Dominion  Government,  and  that  they  have  authority  to  go  in  and  search 
where  they  believe  liquors  are  kept  for  sale,  and  they  should  Jbe  indemnified,  and  then 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  enforcing  the  law. 

7509.  At  present  the  burthen  is  on  the  private  citizen  ? — Ye^.  And  if  we  seize 
liquors  they  replevy.  It  means  for  the  temperance  people  a  heavy  lawsuit,  and  if  they 
decide  against  us  at  Ottawa,  we  have  heavy  costs  to  pay. 

7510.  What  effect  has  the  enforcement  of  the  law  had  on  business  in  Sussex  ? 
Has  it  injuriously  affected  it  ? — Many  of  the  business  men  there  say  that  the  drink  trade 
is  injurious,  as  the  drinkers  are  not,  as  a  rule,  prepared  to  pay  their  bills. 

7511.  Have  the  business  men  shown  their  opinion  practically? — Yes,  nearly  all  the 
business  men  did. 

7512.  Because  of  their  moral  feeling  in  the  matter? — Yes. 

7513.  Because  they  are  interested  in  their  own  business? — No ;  I  think  the  moral 
feeling  weighed  with  them  most.  They  wanted  to  see  the  evil  removed  from  their 
neighbours,  as  well  as  themselves. 

7514.  Have  you  seen  beneficial  effects  from  it? — Yes. 

7515.  Morally? — I  suppose  I  might  say  so. 

7516.  Socially? — Well;  it  is  too  short  a  time  to  observe  any  development  in  the 
social  status  of  the  community.  We  had  the  military  camp  in  the  county  last  year  and 
also  this  year.  Last  year  we  had  it  a  very  short  time,  and  the  troops  were  fierce  in 
resisting  the  law,  and  the  drunkenness  among  the  soldiers  was  marked.  This  year  I  saw 
not  one  of  the  soldiers  drunk,  and  I  was  around  the  streets  this  year  the  same  as  last  year. 

7517.  And  you  attribute  that  to  the  fact  that  the  illicit  sellers  did  not  dare  to 
sell  as  they  did  before  ? — Not  as  much,  but  they  would  sell  some  liquor,  because  they 
were,  no  doubt,  afraid  of  these  men  being  brought  as  witnesses. 

Bj/  Mr,  Clarke  : 

7518.  You  have  cases  against  these  two  persons  in  Sussex? — Yes,  two  in  Sussex. 
One  of  the  same  we  have  been  prosecuting  for  some  time,  and  another  we  have  not 
prosecuted  in  another  part  of  the  Province. 

7519.  Are  you  prosecuting  this  old  offender  for  a  first  offence? — Yes. 

7520.  How  many  times  has  he  been  fined  ? — Five  times. 

7521.  And  you  are  proceeding  against  him  for  the  sixth  time  for  the  first  offence? 
—Yes. 

7522.  What  is  the  population  of  Sussex  ? — I  suppose,  in  the  parish  about  1,500. 

7523.  In  the  village?— Not  more  than  700  or  800. 

7524.  Your  experience,  then,  has  been  that  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  can  be 
enforced,  if  any  one  is  disposed  to  enforce  it  ? — Yes. 

7525.  Have  you  a  Parish  Council  or  Town  Council  ? — No. 
21—25 
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fi"  7526.  Only  the  County  Council? — Yes,  and  they  appointed  an  Inspector;  botm 

injunction  was  put  upon  him,  and,  as  it  meant  a  heavy  lawsuit,  they  dropped  it,  and 
we,  as  private  citizens,  had  to  take  it  up.  ^ 

7527.  Do  you  think  the  law  can  be  enforced  where  there  is  a  disposition  on  the 
part  of  any  private  citizen  or  individual  to  enforce  it  ? — Yes,  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  fiur 
that  the  bunien  should  be  placed  on  private  citizens  to  enforce  it.  I  think  it  should  be 
a  Dominion  official  and  that  the  expense  should  be  public. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

7528.  Do  they  do  their  drinking  in  these  places,  or  do  they  take  the  liquor  home? 
—Both. 

7529.  Are  they  people  of  the  farming  class  ? — Yes. 

By  Mr.  Clarke: 

7530.  Where  did  you  reside  before  you  went  to  Sussex? — At  Woodstock,  in 
Carleton  county. 

7531.  How  was  the  law  observed  there? — They  were  enforcing  the  Act  when  I 
was  there,  with  more  or  less  success. 

^532.  How  long  was  it  in  force  there  before  they  commenced  these  measures? — I 
cannot  say. 

7533.  Had  you  any  experience  anywhere  else  ? — I  had  under  the  license  system  in 
Dartmouth,  Nova  Scotia.  I  was  there  for  three  years,  during  which  time  the  town  had 
eight  licensed  saloons,  and  five  years  afterwards  the  saloons  were  closed  up.  There  is 
no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  the  change  in  the  morals  and  general  conduct  of  the  people 
was  marked  during  the  five  years.  A  short  time  before  I  left  the  Chief  of  Police  told 
me  on  the  street  that  the  number  of  arrests  for  drunkenness  and  offences  committed 
under  the  influence  of  strong  drink  had  decreased  more  than  fifty  per  cent  in  the  yeare 
subsequent  to  the  closing  up  of  the  saloons. 

7534.  Is  there  less  difficulty  in  enforcing  the  prohibitory  clauses  of  the  Provincial 
Act  than  in  enforcing  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  have  had  no  experience  of  the  eflforts  to 
enforce  the  prohibitory  clauses  of  the  License  Act,  having  been  opposed  to  a  License 
Act  in  any  form,  and  I  have  never  endeavoured  to  enforce  any  of  its  provisions. 


THOMAS  H.  STREET,  of  St  John,  wholesale  liquor  merchant,  on  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  as  follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

7535.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  St.  John  ? — A  little  over  two  years. 

7536.  Have  you  resided  at  any  other  place  in  the  province? — Yes,  at  St.  Andrew's. 

7537.  During  that  time,  from  your  observation,  has  there  been  an  increase  or  de- 
crease in  drinking  in  this  city  ? — I  have  been  here  so  short  a  time  T  could  hardly  judge. 

7538.  How  long  were  you  in  St.  Andrew's? — I  was  in  the  liquor  business  there 
during  fourteen  years. 

7539.  Was  the  Scott  Act  in  operation  there  ? — Yes. 

7540.  Was  it  carried  by  a  large  or  by  a  small  majority  ? — By  a  pretty  good  majority. 
754 L  W^as  a  heavy  vote  polled? — An  ordinary  vote  ;  not  a  very  heavy  one. 

7542.  Was  the  Scott  Act  observed  in  St.  Andrew's  ? — It  was  never  observed  at  all, 
that  is  to  any  extent. 

7543.  Was  there  free  sale  of  liquor? — Yes,  comparatively  so. 

7544.  Were  any  prosecutions  instituted  ? — Yes,  once  in  a  while. 

7545.  How  was  the  Act  observed  in  the  county  outside? — In  some  parts  of  the 
county  it  was  more  strictly  observed  than  in  others. 

7546.  Was  it  more  strictly  observed  in  the  rural  districts  than  in  the  towns  ? — Yes. 
Rev.  E.  J.  Grant. 
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7547.  How  far  is  St.  Andrew's  from  the  State  of  Maine  ? — Two  or  three  miles, 
across  the  river. 

7548.  What  fiver  is  that? — The  St.  Croix,  or  rather  it  is  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  and  at  the  end  of  Passamaquoddy  Bay. 

By  Mr,  Gigault  : 

7549.  What  is  your  experience  as  to  the  working  of  the  prohibitory  law  in  the 
State  of  Maine  ? — I  have  a  good  many  customers  there,  and  I  have  always  had  them. 

7550.  Do  you  sell  a  good  deal  of  liquor  to  them  ? — Yes. 

7551.  Did  you  ever  tnuel  through  the  State  of  Maine? — I  have  not  been  in  the 
interior,  simply  in  the  border  towns. 

7552.  Do  you  know  that  liquor  is  sold  there  ? — I  know  it. 

7553.  So  you  have  determined  that  the  prohibitory  law  of  the  State  of  Maine  is 
not  observed  ?— To  a  certain  extent,  it  is  observed. 

7554.  Where  is  it  observed  ? — I  do  not  know  any  place  where  it  is  rigidly  observed. 
I  believe  at  any  time  liquor  can  be  obtained  in  Maine ;  I  have  always  succeeded  in 
obtaining  it. 

7555.  Do  you  sell  to  the  people  living  in  the  cities  ? — Yes. 

7556.  And  to  the  people  living  in  the  rural  districts  ? — Not  to  any  extent  to  pri- 
vate customers. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

7557.  How  many  years  did  you  say  you  were  in  business  in  St.  Andrew's  ? — I  think 
about  fifteen  years. 

7558.  During  how  many  years  of  that  period  was  the  Scott  Act  in  force  ? — About 
ten  years, 

7559.  You  had  a  license  as  a  wholesale  merchant  ? — Part  of  the  time  I  had  and 
part  of  the  time  I  had  not.  They  gave  us  a  license  at  one  time  and  they  refused  to  give 
us  a  license  afterwards,  but  it  did  not  make  any  material  difference. 

7560.  You  still  went  on  selling  ? — It  did  not  make  any  material  difference. 

7561.  You  did  not  regard  the  law? — No  ;  it  was  a  dead  letter  so  far  as  we  were* 
concerned. 

7562.  You  sold  without  any  obstruction  ? — Yes. 

7563.  You  did  not  attempt  any  concealment  ? — No. 

7564.  Never  ? — No.  At  one  time,  in  the  height  of  the  excitement,  the  bottles  were 
taken  from  the  shelves  in  the  store  ;  that  was  all,  the  casks  and  everything  else  were 
left  as  they  always  were. 

7565.  Where  did  you  chiefly  sell — to  parties  in  St.  Andrew's  ? — Yes,  and  through 
the  county,  and  in  the  counties  of  Charlotte  and  York  ;  from  one  end  of  the  province 
to  the  other,  and  also  in  Maine. 

7566.  You  were  aware,  I  suppose,  that  you  were  selling  illegally  ? — I  was  aware 
that  sale  was  illegal.  ^ 

7567.  Ajid  you  still  continued  to  sell  ? — Yes. 

7568.  Did  it  ever  occur  to  you  that  this  was  not  a  proper  thing  to  do  ? — Never. 

7569.  Do  you  generally  disregard  law  ? — No,  but  some  laws  you  have  to  disregard. 

7570.  What  law  do  you  have  to  disregard  ?— This  law  was  a  sort  of  law  that  the 
community,  as  a  rule,  did  not  observe.  A  small  part  of  the  community  looked  upon  it  as 
proper,  and  another  part  of  the  community  looked  upon  it  as  improper — it  was  a  sort  of 
vexed  question. 

7571.  Do  you  think  law  should  be  interpreted  according  to  a  man's  own  notions  ? 
— No,  I  do  not. 

7572.  Do  you  think  law  should  be  observed  or  disregarded  according  to  a  man's 
own  notions  ? — I  do  not. 

7573.  You  have  stated  that  you  sold  liquor  in  Maine  also  ? — Yes. 

7574.  You  sold,!  suppose,  to  private  parties  for  their  own  consumption? — Yes,  and 
also  to  hotel-keepers  and  druggists. 

7575.  For  them  to  sell  at  retail  ? — Yes. 

7576.  You  knew  their  business  was  illicit  ? — I  did. 
21— 25i 
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7577.    Then  you  were  a  party  to  their  illicit  sales? — I  did  not  go  into  that  ques- 
tion ;  they  paid  for  the  goods. 
|?4^  ^  7578.  You  stopped  at  a  certain  point  ? — Yes.  ^ 

'  7579.  And  you  think  you  are  quite  a  disinterested  witness  in  this  matter?— Per- 

haps I  am  not. 

^'  '  '  '  ■ 

"^^  By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

■X^,^4;  7580.  You  are  perfectly  satisfied  that  you  stated  the  truth  when  you  said  that  you 


5^. 


had  sold  liquors  in  St.  Andrew^s  and  the  county  of  Charlotte,  and  in  other  counties  in 
ci;i  the  pro\'ince  ? — Yes,  I  can  prove  it. 

fr   ,  7581.  How  can  you  prove  it? — By  my  books,  if  necessary. 

^'-  7582.  That  you  sold  liquor  during  the  time  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force  ? — Yes. 

7583.  And  that  you  did  business  at  St.  Andrew's  and  in  various  places  in  this  pro- 
vince, and  also  in  Maine  1 — Yes. 

7584.  Did  you  ever  sell  any  liquor  in  Fredericton  ? — Yes. 

!^  Y  7585.  Was  the  Scott  Act  in  force  when  you  commenced  business  in   St.  Andrew's  I 

^5V'  — No,  it  was  not. 

*^/f>  7586.  How  long  were  you  in  busii^ess  before  the  Scott  Act  was  voted  on? — About 

^  •  four  years  ;  I  cannot  tell  you  the  date. 

|v  '  7587.  Did  drunkenness  increase  or  decrease  as  a  result  of  the  pa^Ssage  of  the  Scott 

Act  ? — It  had  no  effect  in  St.   Andrew's;  I  do  not  think  it  made  any  difference  in  that 

community  whatever. 

7588.  No  attempt  was  made  to  enforce  the  law  ? — There  were  certain  attempts 
made,  but  they  did  not  succeed.  Instead  of  going  to  a  bar-room,  they  got  bottles 
and  drank  in  other  ways. 

^       ,  By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

7589.  You  regard  the  Scott  Act  as  a  failure  ? — Certainly  ;  it  is  a  failure  in  one 
way.  It  has  hampered  ahd  bothered  business ;  but  from  a  temperance  point  of  view,  I 
regard  it  as  a  failure. 

7590.  You  regard  it  as  a  failure  from  a  temperance  point  of  view,  because  it  did 
not  prevent  you  selling  liquor  ? — That  is  to  the  best  of  my  observation. 

7591.  Did  you  sell  as  much  before  the  Scott  Act  as  afterwards  ? — Yes,  as  much 
afterwards  as  before. 

7592.  Did  your  sales  increase  or  decrease,  or  did  they  remain  about  the  same  !— 
In  some  places  I  sold  less,  and  in  other  places  I  sold  more. 

7593.  You  answered  Mr.  Clarke  by  stating  that  you  did  not  think  there  was  any 
difference  as  regards  drunkenness  in  St.  Andrew's  ? — I  think  not.     If  anything,  I  think 

'\  it  was  Vorse  after  the  Scott  Act. 

'   7594.  You  do  not  think  there  was  any  decrease  in  the  sales  under  the  Scott  Act  ?— 
In  some  places  there  was,  but  in  St.  Andrew's  there  was  not. 

7595.  Do  you  understand  that  there  is  any  relation  between  the  trade  and  drunken- 
ness ? — In  what  way  ? 

7596.  Is  the  trade  in  any  way  related  to  drunkenness — is  drunkenness  contingent 
on  the  trade  ? — If  a  man  buys  whisky,  he  does  not  necessarily  get  drunk. 

7597.  Were  you  ever  prosecuted  for  violation  of  the  Scott  Act — that  is  you  or  your 
son  ? — No  ;  I  think  at  the  very  start  we  were  once  prosecuted,  that  was  all. 

7598.  How  did  the  case  result  ? — All  the  cases  were  appealed  at  that  time. 

7599.  Were  you  affected?— No. 

7600.  Then  the  charges  were  not  pressed  ? — There  was  some  technical  point  in 
regard  to  summoning  the  witnesses. 

7601.  Then  it  was  not  for  lack  of  evidence  ? — It  was  really  regarding  the  procuring 
of  witnesses.  r... ..-- 

7602.  Why  did  you  come  to  St.  John  ?^ror  business  reasons.|  j^This  is  a  better 
point  from  which  to  do  business  with  outside  parties  than  St.  Andrew's. 

Thomas  H.  Street. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MINUTES   OF    EVIDENCE,    NEW   BRUNSWICK.  389 

7603.  Did  you  find  yourself  hampered  by  the  Scott  Act? — Not  to  any  extent.  My 
business  was  not  only  in  St.  Andrew's  but  through  the  whole  province.  St.  Andrew's 
is  a  small  place  and  a  small  community. 

7604.  Were  you  connected  with  the  Campobello  business? — I  sold  in  Campobello. 

7605.  Did  you  have  prosecutions  there  ? — That  was  before  I  was  in  business. 


JOHN  F.  GREGORY,  of  St.  John,  accountant,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
follows :  — 

By  Jiidye  McDonald : 

7606.  Have  you  anything  to  do  with  the  license  law  or  the  Scott  Act  in  this  pro- 
vince % — No. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

7607.  You  have  had  to  do  with  workmen,  I  believe  ? — Yes,  considerable ;  our  firm 
employs  from  90  to  115  hands. 

7608.  Do  you  find  them  affected  by  the  drink  trade  ? — I  do. 

7609.  Injuriously  or  beneficially  ? — Injuriously. 

7610.  To  what  extent? — When  we  find  a  man  is  continually  drinking  or  is  a  man 
we  cannot  reform,  we  discharge  him,  and  we  do  not  allow  such  men  to  interfere  with  our 
business,  any  more  than  we  can  possibly  avoid. 

7611.  The  employers  of  labour  sometimes  complain  that  they  lose  by  men  being 
idle?— We  do. 

7612.  Idle  when  they  are  drunk,  or  owing  to  sickness  resulting  from  drink  ? — Both 
on  account  of  men  being  drunk  and  losing  time  in  that  way  ;  also  by  their  coming  to 
work  more  or  less  under  the  influence  of  liquor  and  not  doing  as  much  work  as  they 
otherwise  would  do.  In  any  and  every  way  a  man  taking  liquor  affects  his  working 
capacity. 

7613.  When  you  speak  of  a  man  taking  liquor,  do  you  mean  a  man  taking  a  little 
in  the  morning,  another  little  at  noon  and  again  when  he  has  done  work  at  night ;  or  do 
you  mean  a  man  drinking  to  excess,  even  to  drunkenness? — I  do  not  mean  necessarily 
drinking  to  excess.     The  men  .who  do  not  drink  are  better  men  in  our  employ. 

7614.  They  are  the  most  regular  at  work  ? — Yes,  and  they  are  the  most  reliable  in 
every  way. 

7615.  Have  you  any  idea  of  the  percentage  of  time  lost  by  workingmen  through 
drink? — Anywhere  from  10  per  cent  to  25  per  cent.  We  pay  once  a  fortnight,  and 
twelve  days  is  the  maximum  pay,  sometimes  the  men  draw  for  ten  or  eleven,  and 
drinkers  are  apt  to  lose  a  day  after  pay  day,  and  a  day  after  a  picnic,  if  one  happen^ 
to  occur. 

76 1 6.  Do  you  find  that  the  men  who  lose  time  are  only  those  who  get  on  a  spree  ? 
— Yes,  those  are  the  men  who  lose  time. 

7617.  Do  you  find  the  tendency  of  moderate  drinkers  is  to  excessive  drinking? — 
The  man  who  is  a  moderate  drinker  cannot  be  relied  on  positively  ;  we  never  feel 
absolutely  sure  that  there  is  not  a  time  coming  when  he  will  be  the  worse  for  it.  There 
is  no  man  in  our  employ  who  takes  liquor  in  whom  we  have  implicit  trust. 

7618.  For  the  positions  of  clerks  or  bookkeepers,  do  you  employ  drinking  men  ? — 
No ;  that  is  the  very  first  question  we  ask. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

7619.  What  is  the  business  of  the  firm  with  which  you  are  connected? — Lumber 
merchants. 

7620.  How  many  men  in  your  employ  are  total  abstainers  ? — We  do  not  keep  any 
pledge  lists,  but  when  we  find  any  man  drinking  so  as  to  interfere  with  his  work,  we 
discharge  him.     You  must  remember  that  the  labour  employed  at  the  mills  is  generally 
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labour  of  the  poorest  class — that  is  to  say  mentally.  The  men  do  not  come  under  the 
same  head  as  employees  in  a  cotton  factory  or  a  shoe  factory.  They  are  not  trades- 
men, but  labourers.  As  regards  your  question  about  how  many  total  abstainers  we 
have,  I  might  say  that  probably '20  per  cent  of  the  men  in  our  mill  are  total  abstainers 
— that  is  about  the  average.  The  employers  at  our  mill  are  making  every  eflfort  to 
obtain  total  abstainers,  and  they  are  even  going  so  far  as  to  import  outride  men. 

7621.  Then  you  have  only  20  per  cent  of  the  men  in  whom  you  place  implicit  con- 
fidence t  Where  do  you  draw  the  line  when  you  say  a  man  shall  not  remain  in  your 
employment  any  longer  ? — That  is  a  matter  of  personal  judgment. 

7622.  Have  you  any  time-sheets  to  show  how  many  men  have  lost  time,  and  how 
much  time  has  been  lost  as  a  result  of  using  an  excessive  quantity  of  liquor  ? — The  time- 
sheets  will  show  how  many  days  a  man  has  been  away,  and  I  can  form  a  pretty  shrewd 
estimate  as  to  the  number  that  were  affected  by  liquor.  If  a  man  stays  away  because 
he  is  sick,  or  his  wife  is  ill,  he  will  send  word  by  some  one,  or  if  it  is  A  prolonged  illness, 
we  will  fill  his  place  at  once. 

7623.  Your  time-sheet  will  not  show  how  much  time  was  lost  by  men  drinking^ 
Not  of  the  time  lost  by  drinking,  but  having  a  personal  acquaintance  with  the  men,  and 
knowing  their  habits  fairly  well,  I  can  make  a  pretty  shrewd  guess. 

7624.  Do  you  ask  the  men  who  work  at  your  establishment  if  they  are  total 
abstainers  ? — That  is  the  very  first  question  we  ask. 

7625.  Notwithstanding  that,  you  have  only  been  able  to  secure  20  per  cent  of 
total  abstainers  ? — Yes,  but  we  are  working  with  the  most  illiterate  class,  mere  labourers. 
I  do  not  pretend  to  say  that  if  we  were  working  a  shoe  factory  or  a  manufacturing 
concern  where  tradesmen  would  be  employed,  we  would  not  get  a  larger  percentage. 

7626.  This  labour  is  All  unskilled  ?-— Very  largely  so. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

7627.  This  rule  to  which  you  have  referred  i^  purely  a  business  one? — Yes,  for 
our  own  protection. 

7628.  Do  your  men  livOjin  the  vicinity  of  the  mill  ? — Some  do,  and  some  do  not. 

7629.  Have  you  observed  the  eftect  of  drink  upon  the  homes  and  families  of  the 
men  1 — Yes. 

7630.  How  do  the  homes  and  families  of  those  who  drink  compare  with  the  homes 
and  families  of  those  who  do  not  ? — The  man  who  works  at  a  saw-mill  eight  months  in 
the  year  will  average  more  in  wages  than  any  tradesman,  such  as  carpenter  or  painter  about 
this  town,  and  the  sum  is  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  take  care  of  his  family  comfortably. 
The  families  of  those  who  drink  are  not  clothed,  and  when  the  winter  time  comes  and 
they  are  four  months  out  of  work,  we  have  to  advance  money  to  them.  Those  who  do 
not  drink  can  take  care  of  themselves,  but  those  who  drink  we  have  to  take  care  of,  as 
a  matter  of  charity.  , 

7631.  Has  your  business  ever  suffered  by  accident  or  otherwise  through  drinking 
npien  ? — I  do  not  think  any  drinking  man  has  ever  fallen  into  a  piece  of  machiner}'  at 
the  mill,  because  the  moment  a  man  is  drunk,  he  is  put  out ;  and  if  he  does  not  stay  out, 
we  give  him  in  charge  of  the  police,  or  we  throw  him  into  a  lockup  \ye  have  and  after- 
wards hand  him  over  to  the  police. 

7632.  Has  your  business  ever  suffered  on  account  of  the  drinking  habits  of  the 
men  ? — Certainly  ;  we  have  raised  steam  and  the  crew  have  not  come  to  work,  simply 
because  the  men  had  got  drunk. 

7633.  Then  that  was  a  loss  to  you  ? — Yes,  and  an  interference  with  work. 

7634.  Is  the  drink  trade  established  in  the  vicinity  of  your  mill? — Yes,  there  are 
two  or  three  sal(X)ns  within  eight  hundred  or  nine  hundred  yards  of  it. 

7635.  Do  you  find  it  a  benefit  to  have  these  drinking  places  there,  or  are  they  a 
temptation  to  men  who  otherwise  would  not  drink  ?  -  They  are  a  temptation  to  men  who 
otherwise  would  not  drink,  and  we  have  to  keep  a  pretty  sharp  look  out  to  prevent 
liquor  being  smuggled  into  the  mill. 

7636.  Would  it  be  a  benefit  to  your  business  as  well  as  to  the  men,  if  these  places 
were  not  there  ?—  Certainly. 

John  F.  Greoory. 
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By  Judge  McDonald  : 

7637.  Why  do  you  employ  any  but  total  abstinence  hands  ? — We  do  not  employ 
any  but  total  abstinence  men  except  where  we  cannot  avoid  it.  The  supply  of  labour  is 
sometimes  scarce,  there  is  a  scarcity  of  men  in  the  community.  That  has  not  been  the 
case  Xhis  year,  nor  was  it  the  case  last  year,  but  the  year  previous  it  was  the  case. 

7638.  Why  do  you,  therefore,  employ  any  but  total  abstinence  hands  ? — This  year 
we  employ  some  men,  who  I  know  are  not  totaJ  abstinence  men. 

7639.  Why  1 — The  only  reason  is  that  they  arc  more  experienced,  that  is  to  say 
they  have  been  with  us  so  long  they  are  more  capable  of  doing  the  work  than  strangers 
would  be ;  but  at  the  same  time,  if  we  could  get  men  to  fill  their  places,  we  would  not 
keep  them. 

7640.  Are  any  of  the  men  you  have  men  you  could  easily  dispense  with  and  easily 
replace  ? — As  regards  the  men  engaged  in  the  mill,  who  are  all  strong  able-bodied  men, 
we  could  probably  fill  their  places  with  others. 

7641.  Why  do  you  not  do  so? — We  are  replacing  them  continually,  and  as  rapidly 
as  we  can.  When  a  man  is  asked,  "  Do  you  drink  liquor,  "  he  will  reply  "  No,  I  never 
did."  We  discover,  however,  two  or  three  weeks  afterwards  that  he  does  drink  ;  and 
then  oat  he  goes. 

7642.  You  expect  in  the  course  of  time  to  have  none  but  total  abstinence  men 
employed  at  your  mill  ? — We  hope  that  we  will  have  a  model  mill  crew  some  day. 

7643.  Do  you  employ  total  abstainers  at  higher  wages  than  the  other  men  ? — No ; 
there  is  a  standard  for  every  job  in  the  mill.  Of  course  we  have  strikes  and  that  sort 
of  thing,  as  do  other  manufacturers,  but  there  is  a  standard  price  and  we  put  the  men 
on  at  the  standard  price.  Some  of  the  men  have  had  experience,  and  they. may  get  an 
addition  of  ten  cents  or  five  cents  a  day  in  the  fall.  We  say  to  them,  "  You  work 
steadily  until  the  fall  and  we  will  give  you  fifteen  or  twenty-five  dollars." 

7644.  Did  any  men  ever  tell  you  they  were  not  total  abstainers  when  you  asked 
the  question  ? — Yes. 

7645.  Have  you  had  any  men  say  that  they  were  moderate  drinkei-s  ? — Yes. 

7646.  You  never  had  men  tell  you  they  were  drunkards  ? — I  can  make  a  pretty 
shrewd  guess  from  a  man's  countenance. 

7647.  If  a  man  told  you  he  was  a  moderate  drinker,  would  you  say  that  you  paid 
one  rate  of  wages  to  total  abstainers  and  another  to  moderate  drinkers  1 — I  have  never 
said  so ;  but  I  always  say  to  a  man  who  comes  to  work,  "  If  you  behave  yourself,  I  will 
see  that  you  are  advanced." 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

7648.  You  speak  about  hoping  that  some  time  you  may  have  a  model  mill  crew  ? — 
Yes. 

7649.  Do  you  think  the  licensed  drink  sale  interferes  with  your  getting  that  1 — 
Certainly  it  does. 

7650.  Speaking  about  total  abstinence  :  do  you  think  saloons  in  the  vicinity  of  your 
mill  and  elsewhere  sometimes  lead  away  men  who  otherwise  would  be  total  abstainers  ? 
—I  think  they  do,  to  my  personal  knowledge  they  do.  The  men  are  apt  to  congregate 
there  on  rainy  nights.  It  must  be  remembered  that  probably  not  more  than  one-thii*d 
of  the  men  can  read  and  write.  Some  might  be  able  to  sign  their  own  names,  but 
simply  from  having  practised  it,  and  copied  the  name,  but  without  having  any  intelli- 
gent idea  of  what  they  are  writing.  They  congregate  in  places  such  as  low  drinking 
saloons  to  hear  the  newspaper  read  by  somebody  who  is  a  little  more  intelligent  than 
the  others,  and  then  they  discuss  labour  problems. 

By  Jvdg%  McDonald  : 

7651.  Has  your  firm  established  coffee  houses  or  recreation  rooms  for  the  men  ? 
-No. 

By  Mr.  Clarke: 

7652.  Do  you  think  their  illiteracy  points  to  the  general  use  of  liquor  by  men,  for 
example,  who  are  not  able  to  read  and  write  ? — Yes. 
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7653.  If  these  men  were  educated,  the  teraptation  would  n 

7654.  You  say  you  carried  these  men  through  the  win 
commencing  work  again  1 — Yes. 

7655.  Have  you  made  it  a  habit  to  do  so  during  past  yea 
every  year,  and  I  have  been  in  the  employ  of  the  firm  eleven  y€ 

7656.  You  have  done  this  simply  as  a  matter  of  charity  i— 
ty,  I  mean  they  repay  us  by  their  work  next  summer. 

7657.  Then  you  have  not  done  so  because  they  were  exper 
prefer  to  get  rid  of  them  during  the  winter,  and  then  we  would 

7658.  What  is  the  pay  of  an  ordinary  labourer? — Do  you  i 

7659.  What  do  you  call  a  mill-man? — A  man  with  some  li 
$1.80  a  day  ;  the  lowest  pay  is  $1.25  and  it  runs  up  to  $2. 

7660.  Then  one-half  of  your  men  get  $1.80  and  the  other  1 
would  go  down  from  $1.80  to  $1.25  ;  $1.60  would  be  the  ave 
hands  :  that  rate  is  exclusive  of  the  engineers,  mill-wrights  and 

7661.  Are  they  employed  all  the  year  round  ? — Yes,  these 
ent  head  altogether.     I  refer  to  mill-wrights,  titters  and  enginee 

7662.  But  for  the  other  class  the  highest  wages  is  $1.80  pe 

7663.  And  they  have  eight  months'  work  during*  the  yearl 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

7664.  Is  your  mill  in  Fairvdlle  ? — On  this  side  of  the  bridg 

7665.  Can  you  give  any  information  as  to  whether  the  pre 
the  Scott  Aqt?— I  do  not  know  anything  about  Fairville. 


THOMAS  WALKER,  M.D.,  of  St.  John,  on  being  duly  swo 

Bi/  Jufl(/e  McDonald  : 

7666.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  St.  John  ?-  I  have  re 

7667.  Have  you  been  practising  all  that  time? — Yes. 
T668.  Have  you  held  any  municipal  position,  as  Mayor  o 

I  am  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  General  Public  Hospital ; 
I  hold  in  a  public  way. 

7669.  Have  you  observed  whether  there  has  been  an  incre^ 
enness  in  this  city  ?  -I  should  say,  looking  at  the  matter  genei 
decrease.     That  is,  however,  my  own  individual  opinion. 

17670.  Had  you  any  experience  with  the  working  of  the  pi 
land  while  it  was  in  force  there  ? — Yes,  I  was  in  Portland  ever} 
the  evening. 
7671.   Did  you  find  the  Act  prohibited  the  sale  of  liquor  ?- 
degree  ;  I  think  it  rather  increased  it. 

7672.  Have  you  lived  in  any  place  where  a  prohibitory  L 
*  I'lJ  living  here  when  the  prohibitory  law  was  in  force,  as  far  back  i 

jl  ! !  7673.  Do  you  remember  if  the  effect  of  that  law  was  to  pr 

\  ' '  — I  was  young  at  the  time,  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  of  age,  but 

well. 

7674.  That  law  did  not  prohibit  it?  -No,  not  at  all. 
.4   ,  7675.   Have  you  had  any  opportunity  of  forming  an  opinio 

T:  toiy  law  ?— I  have  l)een  in  the  State  of  Maine,  where  there  is  a 

By  Mr.  GvjnuU  : 

j.  7676.  What  did  you  discover  in  the  State  of  Maine  as  to 

I  prohibitory  law  ? — I  discovered  that   it   was   as  easy   to  get  a 

I  Massachusetts. 

John  F.  (Jreoorv. 
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7677.  So  the  law  was  not  observed  ? — It  did  not  appear  to  me  to  be  observed  at  all. 

7678.  As  a  physician,  do  you  prescribe  wine  for  your  patients  sometimes  ] — When 
it  is  needed. 

7679.  Do  you  think  it  is  needed  sometimes  ? — Yes,  in  certain  cases. 

7680.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  well  to  enact  a  general  prohibitive  law,  which 
would  prohibit  the  sale  of  wine  ? — Of  course  you  ask  yourself  whether  it  would  be  pos- 
sible to  carry  out  such  an  Act.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  possible  to  carry  it  out, 
from  my  observation  of  the  working  of  the  Scott  Act  and  prohibition  in  the  State  of 
Maine. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod  : 

7681.  Did  you  live  in  Maine  ? — No,  I  have  been  there  every  year  on  a  visit. 

7682.  Passing  through  it  ?— Yes. 

7683.  Have  you  been  through  most  parts  of  Maine  ? — I  have  been  in  Bangor, 
Portland  and  some  of  the  rural  parts  of  Maine. 

7684.  Did  you  find  any  open  sale  of  drink  in  those  places,  in  saloons  and  hotel 
bars  ? — Yes.     I  have  seen  them,  in  Portland — it  was  so. 

,  7685.  Do  you  think  your  knowledge  of  Maine  is  sufficiently  intimate  to  enable 
you  to  form  a  correct  opinion  as  to  whether  the  law  is  really  a  failure  or  a  success  ? — I 
can  only  say  this,  that  I  have  seen  more  drunken  men  in  Portland  than  I  ever  saw  in 
the  streets  of  Boston  in  the  same  space  of  time. 

7686.  Do  you  think  there  would  have  been  fewer  drunken  men  if  there  had  been 
no  prohibitory  law  ? — When  you  go  to  one  town  where  high  license  is  in  force  and  you 
go  to  another  town  where  prohibition  is  in  force,  and  you  see  more  drunken  men  in  the 
streets  of  the  town  undeir  prohibition,  you  are  fairly  entitled  to  say  that  high  license  is 
the  better  Act  of  the  two.     That  is  a  fair  inference. 

7687.  Where  the  sale  of  liquor  is  prohibited,  men  will  drink  more? — There  seems 
to  be  a  sort  of  perversity  in  human  nature  that  way,  I  am  sorry  to  sajr. 

7688.  You  spoke  about  the  Scott  Act  being  an  utter  failure  in  Portland.  Do  you 
think  it  was  the  fault  of  the  law,  or  was  it  something  else,  or  somebody  else  that  was 
responsible  ;  do  you  know  why  the  law  was  not  enforced  ? — No,  but  I  know  it  was  not 
enforced ;  I  know  liquor  was  sold  openly  and  unblushingly.  Why  the  law  was  not 
enforced,  T  do  not  know. 

7689.  You  do  not  know  that  there  was  a  question  as  to  whether  the  law  had  been 
rightly  brought  into  force  or  not  ? — No ;  I  am  not  a  lawyer. 

7690.  You  do  not  know  there  was  that  question  raised  ? — No. 

7691.  All  you  know  is  that  the  law  was  not  enforced? — Yes. 

7692.  You  spoke  alxnit  Bangor  and  Portland.  Were  you  there  at  the  time  of  the 
State  Fair  ? — No.  The  last  time  I  was  in  Portland,  and  I  was  there  three  or  four 
days,  was  when  the  Maine  State  Medical  Association  met. 

7693.  You  saw  these  violations  of  the  law  in  Maine  of  which  you  have  spoken ; 
were  you  at  the  time  a  party  to  that  violation  ? — Yes,  I  took  a  drink  in  Maine.  I  did 
not  buy  it,  nor  did  I  pay  for  it. 

7694.  Somebody  did,  I  presume  1 — I  presume  so. 

7695.  You  spoke  of  the  old  prohibitory  law  of  New  Brunswick  in  1855  or  1856  as 
being  a  failure.  Do  you  know  how  long  it  was  in  operation  1 — I  think  it  was  in  operation 
a  little  over  a  year,  but  I  could  not  say  positively. 

7696.  You  think  it  was  a  failure  ? — Yes,  "I  know  that  the  country  taverns — and  I 
was  li\ang  in  the  country  at  the  time — where  liquor  was  sold  before  were  all  kept 
going  the  same  as  usual,  from  the  time  the  law  wa«  supposed  to  be  in  force. 

7697.  Did  you  receive  a  circular  letter  from  the  Commissioners  with  a  series  of 
questions  1 — Yes. 

7698.  Will  you  answer  those  questions  ? — Yes. 

7699.  As  a  physician,  you  come  into  contact  with  the  home  life  of  the  people. 
Have  you  observed  whether  the  drink  habit  has  an  injurious  effect  on  home  life  ?— 
Where  it  is  indulged  in  to  excess,  certainly  it  has. 

7700.  Have  you  observed  that  where  it  is  indulged  in  moderately,  it  has  any 
injurious  effects? — There  are  certain  number  of  people  who  are  moderate  drinkers  and 
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who  appear  to  be  able  to  go  on  and  drink  moderately  through  the  whole  course  of  their 
lives,  and  on  such  people  I  do  not  think  the  drinking  of  liquor  has  any  injurious  effects, 
either  on  themselves  or  on  their  families. 

7701.  Is  there  any  proportion  of  thpse  who  drink  moderately  who  are  not  able  to 
keep  on  as  moderate  drinkers  until  the  end  of  life  ? — There  are  some. 

7702.  Is  it  a  large  or  small  proportion  ?  Is  the  number  of  those  who  are  unable  to 
contihue  moderate  drinkers  larger  than  those  who  do  continue  1 — I  think  it  is  smaller.  I 
think  the  number  of  those  who  become  immoderate  is  smaller  than  the  number  of  those 
who  go  on  and  drink  moderately.  I  think  heredity  has  a  great  deal  to  do  with  it. 
There  are  some  people  so  situated  that  they  never  continue  moderate  drinkers.  Then 
there  are  those  who  drink  in  an  erratic  sort  of  a  way.  A  man  will  go  three,  four  or  six 
months  without  taking  anything,  and  then  he  will  appear  to  be  seized  with  a  species  of 
insanity  and  go  on  a  regular  howling  spree  and  get  delirium  tremens,  or  drink  until  he  is 
able  to  drink  no  more.  Then  the  attack  is  over,  and  he  again  goes  on  five  or  six 
months  without  taking  any  liquor, 

7703.  A  father  and  perhaps  a  mother  are  both  able  to  drink  in  moderation 
throughout  their  whole  lives.  Have  you  noticed  whether  their  children,  being 
accustomed  to  moderate  drinking  and  being  perhaps  indulged  in  it  at  home,  continue  to 
be  moderate  drinkers  ? — Ye.s.  There  is  the  case  of  my  own  family.  My  father  was  a 
moderate  drinker,  and  he  was  eighty -seven  years  of  age  when  he  died.  I  know  tbat 
not  one  of  his  sons  is  in  the  slightest  danger  of  becoming  an  immoderate  drinker. 

7704.  Is  there  any  percentage  of  those  who  fail  to  continue  moderate  drinkers, 
who  may  be  regarded  as  excessive  drinkers,  because  they  inherit  the  tendency  to  drink  1 
— There  are  people  who  become  immoderate  drinkers  whose  fathers  and  mothers  never 
drank  at  all  to  my  knowledge,  but  whose  sons  became  immoderate  drinkers.  Then 
there  are  others  whose  fathers,  more  especially,  were  moderate  drinkers,  and  the  sons 
became  total  abstainers. 

7705.  How  do  you  account  for  heredity? — I  account  for  it  in  the  same  way  ^ 
insanity  is  supposed  to  be  hereditary. 


By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

7706.  Speaking  of  the  State  of  Maine.  You  did  not  require  any  particular  legal 
knowledge  to  enable  you  to  see  that  liquor  was  being  sold  illegally,  because  you  saw  the 
effects  of  it  ] — Yes. 

7707.  You  did  not  pay  a  "  flying  visit  "  to  the  State  of  Maine,  an  hour  here  and  a 
half  a  day  there,  but  you  remained  some  time  ? — I  was  in  Portland  three  days  at  the 
time  I  spoke  of. 

7708.  And  your  experience,  I  understand,  was  that  under  the  prohibitory  law,  there 
wiis  much  drunkenness  ? — I  saw  more  drunken  men  there  than  in  Boston  or  here  in  the 
same  space  of  time. 

7709.  Were  there  any  exhibitions  of  any  kind  going  on  ? — No. 

7710.  Was  there  anything  in  the  shape  of  horseracing  or  base  ball  or  other  amuse- 
ment likely  to  bring  many  people  into  the  city  ? — No. 

7711.  Gk)ing  back  to  the  law  of  1855  or  '56,  of  which  we  heard  something  this 
morning :  it  appears  that  the  law  was  passed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  in  New  Bruns- 
wick and  that  Governor  Manners  Sutton  took  the  very  high  handed  course  of  dismissing 
his  Ministers,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  they  had  the  confidence  of  the  House  when 
they  passed  that  prohibitory  measure.  Then  there  was  an  appeal  to  the  people,  and  a 
general  election.  W^hat  was  that  election  held  on  1 — It  was  a  direct  appeal  to  the  people 
on  the  question  of  prohibition. 

7712.  What  was  the  result  of  the  election  ? — Only  one  member  was  returned,  if  I 
recollect  rightly,  one  or  two.  I  recollect  that  election  perfectly  well,  because  it  was  the 
first  one  in  which  I  ever  took  a  hand. 

7713.  What  was  the  effect  of  the  enactment  of  a  prohibitory  law  at  that  time  on 
the  temperance  cause  in  New  Brunswick  :  did  it  promote  temperance  or  not  1 — I  think 
it  rather  retarded  it. 

Thomas  Walker, 
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7714.  The  public  were  not  ready  for  it  1 — No,  there  was  no  public  sentiment,  appar- 
ently, in  favour  of  it.  So  far  as  I  recoUect  there  was  never  any  attempt  made  to  enforce 
the  law. 

7715.  It  was  passed  by  the  Legislature  and  became  a  dead  letter;  and  then,  what 
happened  ? — It  was  repealed,  after  an  appeal  had  been  made  to  the  people. 

7716.  In  your  practice,  do  you  visit  other  parts  of  the  Province  in  consultation  or 
otherwise  1 — Not  to  any  very  great  extent.  ' 

7717.  You  do  not  know  about  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  in  Nova  Scotia  or  in 
other  parts  of  New  Brunswick  or  in  Prince  Edward  Island  ? — I  am  in  Fredericton  and 
in  St.  Stephen  sometimes. 

7718.  How  is  the  law  observed  in  those  places  ? — It  does  not  appear  to  be  observed 
there.     They  sell  liquor  in  the  hotels,  but  I  do  not  know  about  any  other  places. 

7719.  Is  there  any  difficulty  in*  getting  liquor  in  the  hotels? — No,  not  in  the 
slightest. 

7720.  Do  you  think  the  passage  of  a  prohibitory  law,  prohibiting  the  manufacture, 
importation  and  sale  of  liquor,  would  be  a  wise  measure,  if  passed  by  the  Dominion 
Parliament  ? — I  cannot  say.  I  think  it  would  be,  but  I  do. not  think  at  present  it  could 
be  put  in  force. 


JAMES  REDDY,  of  Fairville,  St.  John  county,  lager  beer  brewer,  on  being 
sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald: 

7721.  How  long  have  you  carried  on  business  ? — About  30  years. 

7722.  Have  you  always  carried  on  business  at  the  same  place  ? — Yes. 

7723.  How  many  men  do  you  employ  ? — The  number  varies,  18  to  20  and  some- 
times 25. 

7724.  What  is  your  output  in  the  year? — I  could  not  tell  you. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

112b.  How  far  is  Fairville  from  St.  John  city  ? — About  one  mile  across  the  river. 

7726.  Do  you  do  business  generally  throughout  the  province  ? — Yes. 

7727.  Has  your  business  declined  since  the  Scott  Act  came  into  operation  ? — No ;  I 
think  it  has  rather  increased. 

7728.  It  might  increase  in  St.  John,  where  there  is  a  license  law ;  but  has  it  in- 
creased or  decreased  in  the  counties  where  the  Scott  Act  has  been  in  force  1 — In  some  of 
the  counties  it  has  increased,  and  in  some  it  has  decreased. 

7729.  Then,  I  suppose,  the  Scott  Act,  in  the  counties  where  your  sales  have  in- 
creased, has  been  a  dead  letter  ? — I  suppose  so. 

7730.  Do  you  supply  much  for  home  consumption  in  counties  where  the  Scott  Act 
is  in  force  ? — Considerable. 

7731.  And  to  places  where  they  re-sell  it,  hotels  and  such  places? — Yes. 

7732.  Has  the  sale  to  families  for  home  consumption  increased  since  the  Scott  Act 
came  into  force  ?^— I  think  it  has  increased. 

7733.  Do  you  sell  more  from  the  brewery  direct  to  the  families  in  kegs  of  10  or  20 
gallons  ? — Yes. 

7734.  Do  you  sell  by  the  bottle,  a  number  of  bottles  ? — Yes. 

7735.  Do  you  sell  more  kegs  for  family  use  now  than  you  did  before  the  Scott  Act 
came  into  force  ? — Yes. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

7736.  I  understood  you  to  say  your  business  has  increased  since  the  Scott  Act  came 
into  force  ? — Yes. 
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7737.  Then  why  did  you  oppose  the  Scott  Act  and  seek  to  have  it  repealed  ?— I  do 
not  believe  in  the  Scott  Act ;  I  believe  a  man  should  b^  at  liberty  to  use  liquor  if  he 
pleases,  and  I  do  not  believe  in  a  man  Toeing  obliged  to  go  round  to  back  doors  to  get 
liquor  instead  of  being  able  to  go  to  respectable  places. 

7738.  You  stated  that  your  business  has  increased  even  in  Scott  Act  counties,  and 
yet  you  sought  to  have  the  Scott  Act  repealed  ? — I  have  other  business. 

7739.  What  is  it  ?— Soda  water. 
Does  the  Scott  Act  interfere  with  the  sale  of  soda  water  ? — Yes,  it  seems  to 


How  is  that  ? — I  do  not  know,  but  it  is  so. 

Is  that  the  ordinary  soda  water  ? — Yes,  I  make  soda  water  of  all  the  differ- 


7740. 
do  so. 

7741. 

7742. 
ent  kinds. 

7743.  And  the  Scott  Act  interferes  with  the  sale  of  it? — Yes. 

7744.  Then,  is  it  part  of  the  liquor  business? — Ye^,  soda  water  is  used  at  all  the 
hotels. 

7745.  If  the  Scott  Act  interferes  with  the  sale,  how  has  your  business  increased 
under  the  Scott  Act  ? — My  opinion  is  this  :  I  do  not  think  people  drink  so  much  hard 
liquor  as  formerly,  and  they  want  something  soft.  There  is  an  increase  year  after  year 
in  soft  liquors,  and  there  is  more  ale  and  lager  beer  used.  • 

7746.  Is  lAger  beer  a  soft  drink  ? — Yes,  and  ale. 

7747.  Does  lager  intoxicate ? -I  could  not  say. 

7748.  So  we  have  the  statement  that  under  the  Scott  Act  your  business  has 
increased,  and  your  further  statement  that  under  the  Scott  Act,  the  sale  of  your  soda 
water  is  interfered  with  ;  and  yet  you  regard  the  Scott  Act  as  an  interference  with  your 
business.  Please  reconcile  these  statement*.? — In  Scott  Act  towns  there  is  very  Uttle 
soda  water  sold — the  people  do  not  drink  it,  they  take  hard  liquors.  In  a  gi-eat  many 
places  they  use  hard  liquors. 

7749.  Do  they  use  lager  ? — It  does  not  hurt  the  sale  of  lager  in  those  towns. 

7750.  Then  it  does  not  interfere  with  your  business  ? — Not  with  the  lager. 

7751.  What  as  regards  the  soda  water  ? — Yes,  as  i-egards  the  soda  water  it  hurts  it 
In  Woodstock  and  St.  Stephen,  where  I  previously  received  $600  a  month  from  each, 
I  have  not  taken  so  much ;  I  have  not  taken  a  dollar  for  soda  water  in  Woodstock  for 
the  last  12  months. 

7752.  I  suppose  you  do  not  believe  in  the  prohibition  of  the  drink  trade  ?— No,  I 
do  not  think  it  is  natural. 

7753.  You  have  not  any  personal  interest  in  opposing  prohibition,  but  you  object 
to  prohibition  on  broad  philanthropic  principles? — Yes,  probably  so. 


ALFRED  A.  STOCKTON,  M.P.P.,  of  St.  John,  barrister,  on  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  as  follows  : — 

Bi/  Judge  McDoyudd : 

7754.  Have  you  been  professionally  or  otherwise  engaged  in  connection  with  the 
license  law  or  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  ? — I  have  as  a  legislator,  to  a  certain  extent 

7755.  You  are  a  member  of  the  Legislature  ? — Yes. 

7756.  For  what  district  ? — For  the  city  and  county  of  St.  John. 

7757.  And  as  a  legislator,  have  you  had  to  do  with  the  License  Act? — Yes,  in 
regard  to  the  passage  of  the  License  Act. 

7758.  Has  any  action  ever  been  proposed  in  the  Legislature  with  a  view  to  the 
appointment  of  officers  to  enforce  the  Scott  Act  ? — There  have  been  inspectors  appointed 
throughout  different  counties. 

7759.  The  law  will  permit  that  appointment  by  the  county  authorities? — Yes. 
Jam^s  Reddy. 
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7760.  "Was  such  a  law  passed  1 — I  cannot  remember  whether  it  was  in  Scott  Act 
or  license  law  counties  that  Inspectors  were  appointed.  The  proposal  was  opposed  very 
vigorously. 

7761.  Have  you  lived  in  any  counties  where  the  Scott  Act  is  in  force? — No,  I 
have  not,  except  in  the  county  of  St.  John. 

7762.  Have  you  seen  anything  of  its  working? — Yes. 

7763.  In  Portland  1—1  have. 

7764.  Was  the  law  observed? — The  law  was  not  observed  in  Portland,  in  conse- 
quence of  doubt  existing  as  to  whether  it  was  in  force  there  or  not. 

7765.  How  about  counties  outside  of  Portland  ? — Enforced  in  what  way? 

7766.  Were  there  any  sales? — I  think  there  were  sales. 

7767.  Were  the  offenders  punished  ? — There  were  prosecutions,  I  understand,  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  county. 

7768.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  Legislature? — Nine  years. 

7769.  Do  you  think  if  a  prolybitory  law  for  the  whole  Dominion,  a  law  prohibiting 
the  importation,  manufacture  and  sale,  were  passed,  it  could  be  enforced  ? — Of  course 
the  enforcement  of  any  law  depends  upon  the  public  opinion  behind  it,  and  unless  there 
is  a  public  opinion  in  Canada  to  support  a  prohibitory  law,  I  think  it  would  be  a  failure. 
I  am  not  prepared  to  say  what  the  public  opinion  in  certain  provinces  of  Canada  is  upon 
that  question. 

7770.  What  is  your  opinion  of  a  law  of  a  prohibitory  character  placed  on  the 
statute-book,  and  allowed  to  become  a  dead  letter  ? — I  think  the  placing  of  any  law  on 
the  statute-book  and  allowing  it  to  be  violated  is  an  injury  to  any  community. 

7771.  Do  you  mean  that  it  injures  the  moral  sense  of  the  community  f— Yes,  and 
the  unchallenged  violation  of  the  law  must  necessarily  be  an  injury. 

7772.  Have  you  considered  the  question  which  has  been  put  to  other  witnesses  to- 
day and  which  you  are  specially  qualified  to  answer,  as  to  whether  if  a  general  prohi- 
bitory law  for  the  Dominion  were  passed,  which  would  have  the  effect  of  prohibiting 
the  manufacture  of  liquor,  remuneration  should  be  made  to  the  manufacturers,  to  the 
distillers  and  brewers,  for  the  loss  of  their  business  and  plant  ? — My  opinion  is,  that  if  a 
man  goes  into  a  business,  he,  on  entering  it,  takes  his  chance  with  respect  to  the  legisla- 
tion of  the  country  that  may  be  paJjsed  afterwards.  If  a  man  goes  into  manufacturing 
of  any  kind  and  a  change  takes  place  in  the  tariff  which  ruins  that  business,  it  has  not 
been  the  habit  to  recoup  the  manufacturer  for  any  loss  he  might  sustain  ;  and  I  certainly 
would  not  be  in  favour  of  recouping  the  men  in  the  liquor  business. 

7773.  Even  distillers  and  brewers? — ^^Yes. 

7774.  Do  you  make  any  distinction  between  them  and  the  licensees  from  year  to 
year  ? — No,  I  would  make  no  distinction. 

7775.  Have  you  had  any  experience  which  would  enable  you  to  suggest  amendments 
to  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  ?- — I  think  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  has  been  one  of 
the  best  pieces  of  temperance  legislation  we'  ever  had  in  Canada.  In  many  places  it  has 
been  a  failure,  not  in  consequence  of  the  principle  of  the  law,  but  in  consequence  of  lack 
of  machinery  to  punish  offenders. 

7776.  What  do  you  mean  by  "machinery  " ? — The  prosecutions  are  left  entirely,  or 
generally  so,  to  private  individuals. 

7777.  You  think  that  has  hampered  the  enforcement  of  the  Act? — I  think  that  has 
hampered  the  carrying  out  of  the  law. 

7778.  Would  you  have  officers  specially  appointed  whose  duty  it  would  be  to  enforce 
the  Act? — I  would. 

7779.  Would  you  have  them  paid  by  the  Dominion  authorities  or  by  the  local 
authorities  ? — Of  course  it  might  involve  an  expenditure  of  public  money,  and  I  should 
think  it  should  be  borne  by  the  Dominion  ;  but  that  is  a  matter  on  which  I  have  not 
formed  a  definite  opinion. 

7780.  The  Dominion  Government  passed  an  Order  in  Council,  providing  that  the 
fines  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  county  officials  to  be  used  in  enforcing  the  Act.  Do  you 
know  whether  that  order  has  been  acted  on  in  New  Brunswick  ? — I  do  not  think  it  has 
been  acted  on;  it  may  have  been,  but  I  am  not  aware  that  it  has  Ijeen  acted  on 
with  us.* 
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7781.  How  is  it  in  regard  to  licenses  to  persons  permitted  to  sell? — Owing  to  the 
decision  of  the  Privy  Council  in  the  McCarthy  Act,  the  fees  received  were  to  be  vested 
in  the  Provincial  Legislatures. 

7781a.  Was  any  provision  made  for  the  issuing  of  druggists'  licenses  in  Scott  Act 
Counties  ? — They  are  issued  by  the  Local  Government. 

7782.  Is  there  anything  charged  or  only  a  nominal  fee? — It  must  be  nominal. 

7783.  Who  looks  after  those  sellers  to  see  that  they  observe  their  license  and  do  not 
sell  illicitly  ?     Is  there  any  Government  Inspector  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  any  such  officer. 

7784.  Is  it  true  that  no  revenue  goes  into  the  provincial  exchequer  of  New  Bmns- 
wick  from  the  liquor  busine^  ? — There  is  a  law  authorizing  the  municipal  authorities  to 
appoint  an  Inspector,  but  they  also  have  the  privilege  of  naming  the  remuneration  to  be 
paid  to  the  Inspector.  In  the  majority  of  cases  the  remuneration  is  not  very  large,  and 
probably  the  inefficiency  of  the  inspection  is  due  to  a  considerable  extent  to  that 
circumstance. 

7785.  Do  you  know  what  they  do  with  those  fiaes?  Do  they  use  them  for  general 
purposes  1 — I  do  not  know. 

7786.  Do  you  know  what  they  do  with  these  fines  ? — I  do  not. 

7787.  They  amounted  to  a  considerable  sum  in  Ontario,  more  than  was  required 
to  put  the  Act  into  operation? — Yes,  possibly ;  but  here  they  were  not  enough  to  carry 
on  the  operations  of  the  Act. 

7788.  As  far  as  you  are  aware,  is  the  sentiment  of  the  community  favourable  to  a 
suppression*  of  intemperance  and  drunkenness  and  the  passing  of  a  prohibitory  law  I  As 
a  legislator,  do  you  think  there  is  a  sentiment  in  this  province  in  favour  of  prohibition  I 
— I  am  inclined  to  think  there  is,  but  in  discussing  the  question  of  intemperance  we 
have  to  look  at  it  from  a  practical  stand-point,  not  as  we  want  it,  but  as  it  is ;  and  there 
might  be  many  who  might  be  enthusiastic  in  bringing  in  a  prohibitory  law,  in  putting 
it  into  operation,  but  who  might  not  be  so  enthusiastic  afterwards  in  carrying  it  out 
and  preventing  its  becoming  a  dead  letter.  I  think  the  majority  in  New  Brunswick 
would  be  in  favour  'of  passing  a  prohibitory  law. 

7789.  Do  you  know  whether  after  the  passage  of  the  Scott  Act  the  old  temperance 
societies  were  kept  up,  or  were  they  allowed  to  drop  because  they  thought  the  law  would 
do  the  work  ? — I  think  the  temperance  sentiment  has  been  the  same  and  the  societies 
have  been  kept  up,  and  if  in  some  places  they  have  decreased,  that  would  be  made  up  in 
other  places. 

By  Rev.  Br,  McLeod : 

7790.  Do  you  think  it  is  the  duty  of  the  people  to  enforce  the  law  ? — No,  I  think 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government. 

7791.  Do  you  think  the  enforcement  of  the  law  depends  upon  the  earnestness  and 
honesty  of  the  officials!— I  think  so  largely. 

7792.  Do  you  think  that  popular  opinion  is  in  favour  of  the  law  ? — Yes. 

7793.  Is  it  possible  for  public  opinion  to  be  in  favour  of  the  law  and  still  the  law 
not  be  well  enforced  ? — If  the  officials  were  not  efficient,  it  would  not  be  enforced. 

7394.  Do  you  think  that  remark  applies  in  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick  to  the 
enforcement  of  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  ? — I  think  so. 

7395.  What  was  the  chief  difficulty  in  the  enforcement  of  the  law  ?  Was  it  the 
lack  of  public  sentiment  or  the  inefficiency  of  the  officials  ? — I  think  largely  the  diffi- 
culties were  in  the  law  courts. 

7396.  What  is  your  belief  about  a  general  prohibitory  law,  a  law  prohibiting  the 
manufacture  and  importation  as  well  as  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor  ?  Do  you  think 
that  if  such  a  law  were  well  enforced,  it  would  be  good  or  bad  in  its  effect  I—I  am  in 
favour  of  it. 

7397.  Have  you  noticed  in  any  part  of  the  Province  any  benefits  to  have  resulted 
from  the  Scott  Act? — I  think  where  the  Scott  Act  is  brought  into  operation,  it  has  had 
a  very  beneficial  effect  in  the  country  districts,  more  than  in  the  centres  of  population. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  explain  why,  but  in  the  country  districts  so  far  as  my  experience  goes, 
it  has  had  the  effect  of  restricting  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors.    I  am  aware  there  are 
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others  who  hold  different  opinions,  but  I  think  the  Scott  Act  has  a  restrictive  effect  in 
the  centres  of  population. 

7398.  Even  where  violated  1 — Yes.  I  have  some  knowledge  of  Fredericton  and 
spent  my  winters  there  during  the  sitting  of  the  Legislature.  I  know  there  is  a  violation 
of  the  law  there,  but  there  is  not  as  much  liquor  consumed  in  Fredericton  under  the 
Scott  Act  as  there  was  before.     At  least  that  is  my  opinion. 

7399.  Do  you  believe  that  the  Scott  Act  or  any  other  measure,  though  violated 
more  or  less,  is  in  any  degree  an  educator  1 — I  think  it  is  injurious  if  a  law  is  on  the 
statute-book  and  it  is  not  enforced. 

7400.  Enforced  in  what  degree  ? — If  the  violations  of  it  are  not  punished. 

7401.  Do  you  mean  all  violations  of  it  ? — Every  law  on  the  statute-book  is  violated 
sometimes. 

7402.  Do  you  believe  that  a  law,  if  violated  occasionally,  though  it  is  on  the  statute- 
book,  has  a  good  eflPect  ? — I  believe  so. 

7403.  Have  you  had  any  experience  in  the  State  of  Maine  ? — I  have  been  in  the 
State  of  Maine. 

7404.  Have  you  resided  there? — No,  but  I  have  friends  and  relatives  there. 

7405.  You  have  been  there  a  number  of  times  ? — I  have  stopped  a  week  or  ten  days 
at  a  time  in  the  City  of  Portland. 

7406.  Have  you  observed  the  effects  of  the  prohibitory  law  in  the  State  of  Maine  ? 
— I  never  saw  any  indication  of  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  Portland.  I  never 
saw  any  one  under  the  influence  of  liquor  in  Portland. 

7807.  Did  you  see  any  open  saloons  ? — No. 

7808.  Did  you  see  any  hotel  bars  1 — No.  I  have  been  in  Bangor.  I  did  see  a 
saloon  there  in  connection  with  one  of  th^  hotels,  but  you  had  to  go  in  by  a  back  door 
to  get  there. 

7809.  Did  the  existence  of  that  law  establish  in  your  mind  the  idea  that  it  was  a 
failure? — I  thought  the  law  was  a  restriction.  I  went  there  for  the  purpose  of  observa- 
tion. I  wanted  to  see  how  the  law  worked,  and  I  went  into  this  saloon  in  Bangor  with 
that  view,  four  or  five  years  ago.  There  were  not  many  people  there,  and  I  saw  some  of 
them  drinking,  but  I  saw  no  person  under  the  influence  of  liquor.  Of  course  I  would 
not  hke  to  put  it  forward  that  that  observation  on  my  part  would  authorize  me  to  give 
an  opinion  or  to  form  a  judgment  as  to  the  state  of  affairs  in  the  State  of  Maine. 

jBy  Mr.  Clarke  : 

7810.  Have  you  made  inquiries  as  to  whether  there  were  drink  shops  in  Portland  ? — 
I  have.  • 

7811.  Were  you  advised  that  there  were  none? — I  was  told  that  there  were  some, 
but  they  were  run  under  difficulty. 

7812.  Did  you  stay  at  a  hotel  in  Portland? — I  have  stayed  at  hotels  in  Portland, 
but  chiefly  of  later  years  I  have  stayed  at  private  houses. 

7813.  You  would  not  be  likely  to  be  told  of  the  existence  of  those  places  so  much 
as' if  you  were  staying  at  a  hotel  ? — No.     My  information  would  be  only  from  inquiry. 

7814.  And  you  made  inquiries  at  different  times  as  to  the  operation  of  the  law? — 
Yes. 

7815.  And  you  found  the  effect  was  to  restrict  the  sales? — That  was  the  opinion  of 
those  with  whom  I  conversed.     If  I  met  others,  the  result  might  have  been  different. 

7816.  Is  there  any  difficulty  in  the  appointment  of  officials  by  the  local  authorities 
to  enforce  the  law  here  ? — The  municipalities  have  the  right  to  appoint  Inspectors. 

7817.  If  they  do  not  do  that,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Legislature  has  enabled 
them  to  overcome  a  grave  difficulty  in  that  way,  to  what  do  you  attribute  their  not 
doing  so  ? — I  have  said  it  is  for  the  people  to  put  the  proper  men  in  the  Council  to  see 
to  that. 

7818.  And  if  the  people  do  not  put  the  proper  people  in  the  Council,  to  what  do 
you  attribute  that  lethargy? — It  would  appear  there  was  not  a  sufficient  public  senti- 
ment in  the  municipality  to  elect  men  to  appoint  the  Inspector,  but  those  who  have  run 
elections  know  that  an  election  is  not  always  run  on  one  point,  and  that  the  liquor 
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question  might  be  only  one  of  many,  and  that  the  temperance  people  might  vote  on 
other  considerations  than  the  appointment  of  an  inspector. 

7819.  Would  these  persons  regard  those  other  considerations  as  of  greater  conse- 
quence than  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  think  they  would  forget  the  temper- 
ance question  and  would  think  the  other  questions  of  greater  importance. 

7820.  We  find  the  Act  is  in  force  in  almost  every  county  in  Nova  Scotia  and  in 
many  counties  in  this  province,  and  that  it  has  been  adopted  by  large  majorities,  and 
yet  officials  have  not  been  appointed  to  carry  it  out.  We  want  to  reconcile  the  large 
majorities  which  have  been  recorded  in  favour  of  the  Act  with  the  lethargy  that  has 
been  shown  in  putting  in  officials,  Mayor  and  councillors  and  aldermen,  to  enforce  iti— 
I  think  people  generally  are  very  sensitive  on  the  question  of  taxation,  and  if  it  is  sup- 
posed that  the  appointment  of  an  official  of  that  kind  is  going  to  increase  the  taxes, 
that  view  may  be  very  potent  with  the  Council  as  to  why  he  should  not  be  appointed. 
For  that  reason  I  think  it  would  be  better  to  have  the  appointment  put  in  the  hands  of 
the  Provincial  or  the  Dominion  Government. 

7821.  But  the  Act  provides  for  heavy  fines,  and  if  energetic  means  were  taken  to 
prosecute  the  people  who  sell  illegally,  the  fines  would  be  sufficient  to  maintain  the 
officers  ? — You  would  suppose  so,  but  it  has  not  been  the  case  in  this  province,  and  my 
experience  is  that  private  individuals  have  in  numbers  of  cases  to  undertake  the  work. 
I  do  not  know  how  it  is  in  other  provinces,  but  with  us  almost  every  conviction  is  con- 
tested in  the  courts,  and  you  can  readily  understand  that  deters  private  individuals  from 
undertaking  to  act  as  prosecutors. 

7822.  What  do  you  think  is  the  moral  effect  upon  the  community  of  having  a  law 
in  existence  which  is  observed  as  the  Scott  Act  was  in  Portland? — I  think  the  moral 
effect  of  witnessing  the  unpunished  violation  of  any  law  is  bad  on  the  community.  If 
it  is  understood  that  a  law  on  the  statute-book  can  be  violated  with  impunity,  I  think 
it  is  a  bad  example. 

7823.  And  there  is  nothing  you  know  of  to  prevent  the  Council  appointing  officials 
to  enforce  the  law,  except  this  fear  of  taxation  1 — No. 

7824.  Is  that  sufficient  to  deter  them  from  enforcing  the  law  ? — I  think  they  have 
in  many  cases  appomted  Inspectors,  but  the  litigation  that  has  been  brought  about  under 
the  Act  has  interfered  with  their  action.  If  you  were  in  this  province  and  saw  the 
calendar  of  the  Supreme  Court,  you  would  see  that  probably  half  the  cases  arise  out  of 
the  Canada  Temperance  Act.  As  soon  as  there  is  a  conviction,  proceedings  are  taken 
to  have  it  quashed  and,  until  recently,  those  proceedings  have  taken  two  or  three 
years. 

7825.  These  technical  objections  have  been  mostly  disposed  of,  have  they  not!— 
One  would  think  so  ;  but  still  the  crop  does  not  fail.  I  think  they  are  practically  and 
really  all  disposed  of,  and  if  the  province  took  charge  of  the  administration  of  the  law 
from  this  out,  I  think  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  enforcing  the  Scott  Act  in  the 
Province  of  New  Brunswick. 

7826.  Has  drunkenness  increased  or  decreased  in  the  last  ten  or  fifteen  years  H 
think  it  has  decreased.  There  is  a  stronger  feeling  on  the  temperance  question  in  New 
Brunswick  to-day  than  there  was  twenty  years  ago. 

By  Judge  McDmudd : 

7827.  Are  these  men  who  sell  liquor  illicitly  men  of  means,  so  that  they  can  carry 
on  these  appeals  1 — Probably  they  are. 
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JOHN  R  MARSHALL,  of  St.  John,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : — 
By  Judge  McDonald : 

7828.  What  is  your  occupation  or  calling? — I  am  retired. 

7829.  Were  you  in  business  ? — Yes  ;  but  I  was  latterly  Chief  of  Police. 

7830.  For  how  long? — T  was  appointed  in  1862. 

7831.  And  retained  office  until  when?— Until  1890. 
783^.  You  were  in  office  for  twenty-eight  years  ? — Yes. 

7833.  How  large  a  force  had  you  under  you  during  the  last  five  years  of  your  term  ? 
— About  25  or  30  men. 

7834.  Had  you  anything  to  do  with  the  enforcement  of  the  license  law  ? — I  was 
appointed  Chief  Inspector  of  the  license  law  in  the  city  of  St.  John. 

7835.  When  ?— About  four  years  ago. 

7836.*  And  you  continued  Insf)ector  until  you  resigned  ? — Yes. 

7837.  You  gave  up  both  that  office  and  that  of  Chief  of  Police  ? — Yes. 

7838.  During  the  time  you  were  Inspector,  did  you  try  to  enforce  the  law  ? — I  did. 

7839.  And  did  you  find  yourself  reasonably  successful  in  doing  so  ? — I  did. 

7840.  From  your  experience,  are  there  any  amendments  you  could  suggest  in 
that  law  to  m^e  it  more  workable  ? — There  is  one  point  in  that  law  to  which  I  may 
call  attention,  and  that  is  the  location  of  the  bar  in  the  premises.  I  think  if  it  was 
the  law  that  the  bar  should  front  on  the  street,  and  have  only  one  door,  and  it  should 
be  the  only  door  and  the  only  means  of  communication,  it  would  be  a  very  great  improve- 
ment in  the  law.     There  should  be,  as  in  Boston,  no  screens  or  shades  inside. 

7841.  You  would  make  the  bar  open  to  the  street  ? — Yes ;  the  great  difficulty 
is  to  get  access  to  th^  bar  when  the  bar  is  in  a  back  part  of  the  building. 

7842.  Did  you  get  convictions  of  people  for  illicit  sale,  that  is,  of  people  who 
were  not  licensed  ? — Yes. 

7843.  Had  you  occasion  to  prosecute  people  who  were  licensed  for  breaking  the 
law? — Yes,  as  far  as  we  could ;  but  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  get  at  that  owing  to 
the  precautions  taken  by  the  party  who  holds  the  license,  and  the  great  difficulty  in 
getting  persons  to  come  forward  and  testify  against  the  violators  of  the  law.  Many 
persons  would  say  to  me  that  the  law  was  being  violated  ;  but  they  would  not  come  to 
the  court. 

7844.  Had  you  reason  to  believe  that  impure  liquors  were  sold  ? — I  will  mention 
one  case.  A  policeman  told  me  that  a  man  was  in  the  cells  who  wanted  to  see  me. 
There  was  a  respectable  citizen,  a  mechanic.  I  said :  "  How  does  it  happen  you  are 
here  ?"  He  said  :  "I  was  on  board  a  vessel  working  ;  I  was  tired  and  wet,  and  I  got 
a  glass  of  liquor."  He  got  that  and  drank  it,  and  he  came  out  of  the  place,  and  he 
did  not  recollect  anything  from  the  time  he  came  out  of  the  building  until  he  found 
himself  in  the  cells  the  next  morning. 

7845.  You  have  reason  to  believe  that  adulterated  compounds  are  sold  ? — I  have 
no  doubt  of  it  at  all. 

7846.  The  effects  of  which  are  evil  I— Yes. 

7847.  Have  they  a  paralyzing  effect  on  the  people  who  drink  them  ? — I  should 
judge  so. 

7848.  Have  you  had  any  experience  of  the  working  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  have  not, 
except  during  one  year  from  the  time  of  the  union  of  the  cities  of  St.  John  and  Port- 
land, tiU  the  abolition  of  the  Act.  I  find  in  the  report  book  a  large  number  of  persons 
reported  for  violations  of  the  Scott  Act.  We  did  not  proceed  against  them  because 
there  was  some  technicality ;  cases  were  appealed  to  the  Judges,  and  the  question  was 
hung  up  in  the  court. 

7849.  Then  the  Act  was  repealed  ? — Yes. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  :  • 

7850.  How  long  was  the  Act  in  force  in  Portland  when  it  was  a  sepajrate  munici- 
pality?— I  cannot  tell  you. 

7851.  Was  it  a  year  in  force? — Several  years. 
21—26 
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7852.  As  Chief  Constable,  you  must  have  had  some  experience  of  the  working  of  it  t 
— It  was  very  badly  worked  indeed.     It  was  not  carried  out  properly. 

7853.  Did  it  have  any  injurious  effect  on  the  city  of  St.  John  1 — After  10  o'clock 
at  night  and  on  Sundays  I  believe  many  people  went  across  to  Portland  to  get  liquor, 

7854.  When  they  could  not  get  it  in  St.  John  under  the  license  law  ? — When  they 
could  not  get  it  here. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod: 

7855.  Have  you  made  any  observations  to  enable  you  to  say  whether  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  arrests  when  you  were  Chief  of  Police  were  of  persons  who  were  given  to 
drink  1 — Yes,  a  large  proportion. 

7856.  Was  there  any  considerable  percentage  of  those  arrested  who  were  total 
abstainers  ? — Very  few. 

7857.  Were  many  offenders  16  years  of  age  and  under? — Quite  a  numben. 

7858.  Were  they  for  the  most  part  boys  who  drank  themselves,  or  the  children  of 
drinking  parents  who  neglected  them  ? — They  were  principally  children  of  the  lower 
class  of  people. 

7859.  To  what  extent  do  you  believe  that  crime  amongst  children  is  attributable  to 
intemperance  amongst  parents  ? — In  a  large  proportion  of  cases.  Boys  would  come  to 
me  and  say  "  I  want  to  stop  out  all  night."  I  would  say,  "  Why  ? "  They  would  tell  me, 
"  Because  I  will  be  beaten  if  I  go  home  without  anything  to  take  to  them."  Then  I 
would  take  charge  of  them. 

7860.  Did  you  find  it  difficult  to  enforce  the  license  law? — There  were  many 
difficulties  around  it. 

7861.  What  were  they? — There  was  the  one  I  referred  to,  inducing  persons  to 
testify,  and  the  other  as  to  the  location  of  the  bars. 

7862.  Alx)ut  getting  people  to  come  and  testify  :  was  that  difficulty  because  those 
who  could  give  testimony  had  themselves  been  parties  to  the  violation  of  the  law  ? — No ; 
some  of  my  friends  who  were  favourable  to  the  enforcement  of  the  law  did  not  want  to 
come  into  court. 

7863.  They  were  unwilling  to  offend  their  friends  ? — Yes. 

7864.  Is  the  license  law  generally  well  obeyed,  or  is  it  violated  freely  andgeneraUyf 
— The  present  license  law  is  a  very  good  law,  with  the  exception  of  the  difficulties  I  have 
named,  but  I  think  the  Scott  Act  is  the  best  law  we  ever  had  in  this  country. 

7865.  Which  do  you  think,  from  your  observation  and  experience,  couid  be  more 
easily  enforced,  a  license  law  or  a  prohibitory  law  ? — I  do  not  think  there  would  be 
any  difficulty  in  enforcing  a  prohibitory  law.  I  think  it  could  be  enforced  as  effectually 
as  the.  laws  against  any  crimes  committed  in  the  country.  The  laws  against  robbery  and 
larceny  do  not  totally  prevent  these  crimes,  and  I  do  not  think  the  Scott  Act,  if  thor- 
oughly carried  out,  would  completely  prevent  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,  but  it 
could  be  carried  out  as  well  as  any  other  law  on  the  statute-book. 

7866.  Did  you  notice  what  proportion  of  the  crimes  against  persons,  such  as 
assaults,  more  or  less  serious,  were  traceable  to  drink  ? — A  large  proportion. 

7867.  And  the  crimes  against  property  ? — A  large  proportion  is  to  be  attributed  to 
drink. 

7868.  Can  you  say  what  proportion  of  the  crimes  against  women  and  children  is 
traceable  to  drink  ? — A  very  large  proportion. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

7869.  Would  you  favour  the  hotel  bars  being  on  the  main  street  ? — The  same  as  the 
others.     I  would  not  have  any  distinction  between  a  hotel  and  a  common  tavern. 

7870.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  hotel  proprietor  has  to  provide  accommo- 
dation for  guests  ? — I  would  make  no  distinction  whatever.     • 

7871.  Which  is  the  more  injurious  to  the  youth  of  the  community,  the  hotel  bar  or 
the  saloon  ? — They  are  about  equal ;  but  I  think,  if  there  is  any  difference,  the  hotel  bar 
is  the  worst,  because  there  is  a  great  deal  of  late  drinking  and  Sunday  drinking. 

John  R.  Marshall.    . 
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7872.  Then  from  your  experience,  you  think  the  saloon  is  less  injurious  than  the 
hotel  bar  ? — Yes,  I  do  as  to  drinking. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

7873.  What  would  you  think  of  a  law  that  would  prevent  any  sale  in  hotels  to  the 
general  public,  but  would  confine  the  sale  to  the  guests  ? — I  could  not  give  an  opinion 
as  to  that.  I  think  where  a  man  has  a  bar  and  sells  according  to  the  terms  of  his 
license,  he  is  right  to  sell  to  whom  he  chooses. 

7874.  Then  you  think  it  is  right  to  let  him  do  so  ? — Yes,  but  the  great  trouble  is 
confinixLg  them  to  the  proper  hours.  Although  when  they  apply  for  a  license  it  is  granted 
under  certain  restrictions,  they  are  not  satisfied  with  that ;  they  are  not  satisfied  to 
enjoy  all  the  privileges  they  paid  for,  but  they  want  more. 

7875.  Do  you  think  there  are  exceptions  to  the  rule,  or  is  it  universal  ? — I  think 
there  are  very  few  exceptions.  A  woman  came  to  me  one  day,  and  asked  me  to  go  and 
see  a  man  who  keeps  a  tavern,  and  to  tell  him  not  to  sell  liquor  to  her  husband.  She 
was  married  and  had  five  children,  and  ihe  man  who  kept  this  tavern  allowed  her  hus- 
band to  go  there  on  Monday  and  comnience  running  a  bill.  His  earnings  were  from  $10 
to  $13  or  $14  a  week.  The  first  thing  on  Saturday  night  that  the  man  did  was  to  go  and 
pay  the  bar  bill  so  that  he  would  bring  home  only  $4  or  $5  a  week.  I  sai(J  :  "  My  good 
woman,  I  do  not  know  any  one  who  would  have  more  influence  with  the  liquor  seller 
than  you  would."  The  dealer  said  :  "  I  buy  the  rum  and  pay  $50  a  year  for  the  license, 
and  I  will  sell  liquor  to  your  husband  or  any  other  man  who  will  pay  for  it." 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

7876.  Do  you  find  that  the  trade  generally  is  in  the  hands  of  men  of  that  charac- 
ter f — No  ;  I  inerely  state  that  as  an  instance. 

7877.  And  if  either  the  hotel  bar  or  the  saloon  bar  had  to  be  abolished,  you  would 
prefer  to  abolish  the  hotel  bar  ? — There  are  some  localities  in  which  the  saloon  bars  are 
doing  a  vast  amount  of  injury. 

7878.  More  than  the  hotel  bars  1 — Yes,  perhaps  in  some  localities ;  but  I  think  the 
influence  of  the  hotels  is  greater  than  that  of  the  saloons. 

7879.  Did  you  hear  the  evidence  of*  Mr.  Gregory,  confidential  book-keeper  for  one 
of  your  lumbermen,  who  said  that  probably  eighty  per  cent  of  the  men  in  the  employ- 
ment of  his  firm,  that  is  labouring  men,  were  not  total  abstainers  ?  Do  they  go  to  saloons 
or  to  hotels,  as  a  general  thing  1 — Saloons.  ' 

7880.  You  think  it  would  be  well  to  keep  the  saloons  in  preference  to  the  hotels  ? — 
Ye^ ;  they  would  not  allow  them  to  go  into  the  hotels. 

7881.  You  think  it  would  be  better  to  close  up  the  hotels,  where  they  would  not  be 
allowed  to  go,  than  to  close  up  the  saloons  where  they  would  be  allowed  to  go  1 — Yes. 

By  Bev,  Dr.  McLeod: 

7882.  Where  do  most  of  the  young  men  go  ? — Many  of  them  go  to  the  hotels. 
By  Jvdge  McDonald : 

7883.  You  do  not  mean  to  say  that  you  are  in  favour  of  these  men  who  are 
employed  by  Mr.  Gregory  going  to  the  saloons  ? — No. 

7884.  You  would  desire  to  have  it  put  out  of  their  way  altogether  ? — Certainly. 
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GEORGE  D.  BAIN,  of  St.  John,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows:— 
By  Judge  McDonald : 

7885.  What  is  your  occupation  or  calling  1 — Liquor  merchant. 

7886.  How  long  have  you  been  engaged  in  that  occupation  ? — Eight  years. 

7887.  During  that  time  have  you  found  your  business  increase  or  decrease?— 
Increase. 

7888.  What  class  of  liquor  do  you  sell ;  all  the  different  grades  1 — Yes. 

7889.  Is  your  trade  confined  to  St.  John,  or  do  vou  sell  elsewhere  ? — All  oiier  the 
province. 

7890.  Do  you  sell  anywhere  outside  of  the  province  1 — In  Nova  Scotia  as  well  as 
in  New  Brunswick. 

7891.  And  all  classes  of  liquor  ? — Yes. 

7892.  Do  any  of  those  liquors  go  into  counties  where  the  Scott  Act  is  in  force  I — Yes. 

7893.  And  others  into  licensed  counties  ? — Yes. 

7894.  Are  you  a  wholesale  dealer  ? — Yes. 

7895.  And  do  you  sell  mostly  in  original  packages  1 — Yes. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

7896.  Do  you  find  any  difficulty  in  collecting  accounts  in  Scott  Act  counties  ?— 
Yes  ;  we  cannot  collect  by  law  in  Scott  Act  counties,  though  we  do  not  find  any  difficulty. 
Generally  the  persons  we  sell  to  pay. 

7897.  You  do  not  have  to  resort  to  legal  process  ? — Nothing  to  speak  of. 

7898.  Do  you  sell  as  low  a  quantity  as  a  pint  ? — Yes. 

7899.  Over  the  counter  ? — Yes.     We  have  a  retail  license. 

7900.  Is  yours  chiefly  a  wholesale  or  a  retail  business  1 — Chiefly  wholesale. 

7901.  To  outside  dealers  ? — Yes. 

7902.  Can  you  sell  liquor  to  be  drunk  on  the  premises? — Yes;  in  the  retail  sense. 

7903.  To  be  drunk  on  the  premises  ? — That  is  the  only  way  it  can  be  sold  under 
the  retail  license. 

7904.  You  can  sell  down  to  a  glass  ? — Yes. 

7905.  You  are  under  the  license  law  ? — Yes. 

7906.  There  are  certain  hours  when  you  are  not  allowed  to  sell  ? — We  are  not 
allowed  to  sell  after  seven  o'clock  on  Saturday  night,  or  on  holidays,  and  not  after  ten 
o'clock  on  ordinary  days,  and  we  can  only  open  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

7907.  In  your  retail  business,  are  you  required  to  have  a  door  on  the  main  street, 
and  only  one  door  1 — Yes. 

7908.  Have  you  another  door  ? — We  have,  but  it  goes  into  the  wholesale  part  of 
the  establishment. 

7909.  Are  you  allowed  to  use  that  for  the  retail  business  ? — We  have  to  use  it, 
because  it  goes  into  our  bonded  warehouse. 

7910.  Do  your  retail  customers  use  it? — I  think  they  do  sometimes. 

7911.  Is  that  a  violation  of  the  law  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

7912.  Are  you  contemplating  going  out  of  the  business  ? — Yes. 

7913.  Why? — I  do  not  fancy  the  business. 

7914.  Is  it  because  you  do  not  find  it  profitable  ? — Not  altogether  that 

7915.  State  why? — I  believe  the  traflic  is  just  as  legal  as  anything  else  as  long  as 
it  is  allowed  by  the  Government,  but  there  is  a  strong  feeling  among  the  people  against 
the  business. 

7916.  Is  that  strong  feeling  influencing  your  determination  somewhat  to  go  out  of 
the  business  ? — Well,  I  think  it  is.  While  I  do  not  think  prohibition  would  be  any 
benefit,  and  while  I  believe  that  just  as  much  liquor  would  be  drunk  under  prohibition 
as  under  the  present  system,  still  I  think  there  is  a  great  deal  of  harm  and  poverty 
caused  by  the  use  of  liquor. 

7917.  Has  that  somewhat  influenced  your  mind? — Yes. 

7918.  And  has  moved  you  to  feel  so  that  you  would  get  out  of  it  I — Yes. 
George  D.  Bain. 
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BOYLE  TRAVERS,  M.D.,  of  St.  John,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  :— 
By  Jxidge  McDonald  : 

7919.  How  long  have  you  practised  in  St.  John  1 — Forty  years  or  more, 

7920.  Have  you  held  any  municipal  office  as  Councillor  or  Mayor? — No. 

7921.  Have  you  observed  the  operation  of  the  license  law  in  the  city  ? — I  have,  to 
some  extent. 

7922.  Have  you  found  it  apparently  effectually  carried  out  ? — I  think  the  present 
license  law  is  a  very  good  one. 

7923.  Did  you  see  anything  of  the  working  of  the  Scott  Act  in  Portland? — Yes. 

7924.  Was  it  efficient  there  ? — It  was  violated  in  every  point. 

7925.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  liquors  are  drunk  in  these  times  which 
are  not  pure  and  which  have  a  bad  effect  on  people,  owing  to  the  compasition  of  the 
liquor  itself  ? — Take  it  on  the  whole,  I  think  there  is  better  liquor  sold  than  there  was 
some  years  ago,  but  I  think  there  is  very  bad  liquor  sold  m  low  dens.  I  do  not  think 
we  have  so  much  delirium  trenieins  now  as  we  had  some  years  ago. 

7926.  Do  you  -think  a  general  law  preventing  the  manufacture,  sale  and  im- 
portation of  liquor  could  be  effectually  carried  out?  - 1  do  not  think  so.  I  think  it 
would  encourage  smuggling  from  outside.  In  a  town  or  city  like  St.  John,  I  do  not 
think  you  could  prevent  liquor  from  l>eing  sold,  but  it  would  encourage  the  sale  of  liquor 
by  lower  and  debasing  means. 

7927.  Do  you  ever  prescribe  alcohol  medicinally  ?  —I  consider  alcohol  as  one  of  the 
greatest  benefits,  in  fact  the  right  hand  of  the  profession.    'We  could  not  do  without  it. 

7928.  Would  you  encourage  the  drinking  fl»f  wines  and  beers  ? — I  think  one  trouble 
is  the  expense  of  light  wines  and  light  beer.  When  I  was  in  France,  the  custom  was  to 
put  a  decanter  of  light  wine  before  every  guest.  I  drank  one  every  day  at  dinner 
and  found  no  bad  effects.  It  is  the  custom  of  the  country,  and  I  saw  no  drunkenness.  I 
contrasted  that  with  the  countries  where  they  have  stronger  drinks.  I  believe  the 
working  man  would  be  benefited  by  a  tumbler  of  light  beer  or  light  wine  after  his  work. 

7929.  Did  you  receive  a  series  of  questions  from  the  Commission  to  answer  ? — No, 
I  have  not  seen  the  paper. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

7930.  You  said  you  did  not  think  prohibition  would  do  much  good  ? — I  think 
liquor  would  be  brought  from  abroad  and  smuggled  in  various  ways.  There  are  a  cer- 
tain number  who  will  have  liquor  as  being  part  of  their  rights.  I  think  moral  suasion 
and  the  influence  of  society  in  general  are  too  powerful  at  the  present  day  to  allow  this 
to  reach  any  great  ext0nt,  but  there  is  an  apparent  love  of  drink  among  our  people 
generally,  although  less  than  there  was  in  other  days.  In  social  circles  it  is  almost 
excluded  now. 

7931.  You  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  there  was  less  drinking  %—l  do,  but  I 
would  not  prevent  a  man  taking  a  glass  of  wine  when  he  felt  he  needed  it. 

7932.  Do  you  think  if  prohibition  were  enforced,  it  would  do  good? — No,  T  do  not, 
because  there  would  be  places  open  that  would  not  now  be  dreamed  of. 

7933.  Do  you  think  moral  suasion  is  helped  by  the  legalization  of  the 
trade  ? — I  think  at  the  present  time  the  ordinary  young  people  are  more  observant  of 
the  law  and  have  more  intelligence  than  strong  drinkers  in  the  old  days,  and  I  think 
that  strong  drinks  are  not  produced  at  parties  and  assemblies  of  that  kind  to  the  extent 
they  were  formerly.  Of  course  there  are  certain  parties  at  which  gentlemen  produce 
strong  drink,  but  I  think  the  young  people  are  more  abstemious  than  in  the  past. 

7934.  What  has  brought  that  about  ?  -I  think  moral  training,  and  in  consequence 
of  that,  the  opinions  of  society  in  general  have  changed.  T  do  not  think  prohibition  or 
anything  of  that  sort  is  feasible,  but  the  influence  on  young  people  of  the  convict- 
ion that  sobriety  is  preferable  to  drunkenness  has  had  the  effect. 

7935.  Do  you  think  that  has  been  brought  about  by  the  influence  of  the  license 
trade  or  in  spite  of  it  ? — I  think  it  is  the  influence  of  the  public  generally. 
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7936.  t)o  you  think  the  license  trade,  has  interfered  with  that? — No  ;  but  I  think 
the  license  trade  curtails  a  good  deal  of  underhand  selling  in  many  places. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

7937.  Do  you  remember  the  prohibition  law  of  1856  ? — Yes. 

7938.  What  was  the  effect  of  that?— It  was  passed,  and  it  got  into  disrepute,  and  it 
had  to  be  repealed  within  two  months,  and  the  government  were  got  out  of  power. 

7939.  What  was  the  effect  of  such  a  law  1 — I  think  it  demoralizes  a  man  who  wants 
a  glass  of  wine  to  have  to  sneak  round  the  comer  or  into  a  den  in  order  to  get  it 
To  break  a  law  in  order  to  do  what  a  man  does  not  think  is  a  sin  leads  him  to  commit 
other  acts  contrary  to  honour  or  moral  feeling. 

7940.  The  discharge  of  your  duties  I  suppose  called  you  to  Portland  when  the 
Scott  Act  was  in  force  there  ? — Yes.     I  have  a  large  practice  there. 

7941.  How  was  it  observed  there  ? — Not  at  all.  It  was  broken  by  parties  who 
would  never  think  of  breaking  any  other  law.  Liquor  was  sold  by  dozens  and  places 
were  open,  which  never  would  have  been  open,  or  where  it  never  would  have  been  sold 
at  all  if  it  had  not  been  for  that  Act. 

7942.  Then  the  Scott  Act  did  not>- prohibit  there  ? — It  was  a  dead  letter,  and  then 
parties  took  advantage  to  sell  wherever  they  liked. 

The  Commission  adjourned. 
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St.  JOHN,  N.B.,  August  9th,  1892. 
The  Royal  Commission  met  this  day  at  10  a.m.,  Judge  McDonald,  presiding. 
^  Present : 

Mr.  E.  F.  Clarke.  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod.  Mr.  G.  A.  Gigault. 


AUGUSTUS  H.  HANNINGTON,  of  St.  John,  barrister-at-law,  on  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

7943.  Have  you  held  any  official  position  at  any  time  in  connection  with  the 
administration  of  the  License  Law  1 — Yes,  I  was  Chief  Inspector  under  the  McCarthy 
Act. 

7944.  For  what  district  ? — For  the  city  of  St.  John. 

7945.  How  did  you  find  that  Act  work  ? — I  found  it  work  very  well  when  we  made 
it  work,  until  the  appeal  was  taken. 

7946.  While  it  was  in  force? — Yes,  it  worked  very  well  indeed. 

7947.  Have  you  had  any  experience  in  regard  to  the  License  Law  1 — No ;  outside 
of  the  McCarthy  Act  I  have  not,  except  living  in  a  city  where  a  License  Law  is  in 
force. 

7948.  Did  you  consider  the  McCarthy  Act  was  what  may  be  called  a  workable 
Act  ? — Yes,  I  considered  it  a  workable  Act ;  but  I  think  any  Act  in  regard  to  tfie  liquor 
business  can  be  worked  if  the  officials  see  fit  to  work  it. 

7949.  While  it  was  in  force  and  there  was  no  question  before  the  Courts  as  to  its 
validity,  were  you  able  to  enforce  it  ? — Yes. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

7950.  Do  you  think  >the  Scott  Act  is  a  workable  Act  ? — I  do,  certainly. 

795 L  And  if  it  is  not  worked,  what  is  the  cause  of  the  laxity  ? — Because  the 
officials  do  not  want  to  work  it,  ii\  most  cases. 

7952.  Suppose  the  county,  or  the  municipal,  or  the  Town  Council  do  not  appoint 
anybody  to  work  it,  what  then  ? — If  they  do  not  appoint  any  officer  to  work  it,  the  duty 
is  thrown  on  private  individuals,  and  it  is  very  unfair.  ' 

7953.  To  what  do  you  attiibute  the  laxity  or  lack  of  interest  on  the  part  of  muni- 
cipal bodies? — I  attribute  it  in  some  cases  to  the  fact  that  the  municipal  bodies  are 
elected  annually,  and  they  never  carry  out  any  law  in  connection  with  the  liquor 
business. 

7954.  Is  there  any  laxity  in  enforcing  the  law  respecting  the  liquor  business  here  1 
— Y^  even  in  the  city  of  St.  John. 

7955.  How  can  you  account  for  that,  in  view  of  the  general  temperance  sentiment 
prevailing  throughout  the  province  ? — We  have  the  temperance  sentiment. 

7956.  How  do  you  account  for  this  laxity  ? — After  the  Scott  Act  is  adopted,  the 
members  of  the  Council  elected  immediately  afterwards  are  probably  all  temperance  men  ; 
but  in  the  course  of  a  year  or  two  the  members  are  elected  more  by  local  influence  than 
anything  else  and  the  elections  are  controlled  by  persons  who  are  opposed  to  temperance, 
and  the  temperance  people  simpjy  allow  the  matter  to  drop  out  of  their  hands.  During 
the  excitement  of  the  first  elections  after  the  adoption  of  the  Act,  the  Council  is  almost 
sure  to  be  favourable  to  its  enforcement ;  but  in  the  course  of  a  year  or  two  they  allow 
the  matter  to  drop  back  again  into  its  old  position,  because  the  men  who  secure  office 
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are  not  temperance  men,  and  are  probably  men  who  take  an  active  part  in  ward  politics, 
or  at  all  events  are  not  temperance  men  ;  consequently  they  control  the  elections  and 
elect  a  majority  of  the  Council  that  is  really  opposed  to  the  temperance  people.  I  will 
take  the  County  of  King's,  which  was  referred  to  yesterday,  in  regard  to  the  question  of 
paying  an  Inspector.  In  that  county  a  resolution  was  submitted  and  almost  carried 
under  which  the  people  who  had  actually  borne  the  expense  were  to  be  recouped  out  of 
the  fines ;  I  believe  it  was  defeated  only  by  a  very  slim  majority.  The  temperance 
people  are  undoubtedly  hampered  by  the  Council. 

7957.  Was  the  Scott  Act  carried  by  a  large  majority  ? — Yes. 

7958.  What  proportion  of  the  population  of  the  whole  County  of  King's  live  in 
cities  and  towns  ? — There  are  no  cities  in  the  county. 

7959.  What  proportion  live  in  towns  and  villages  ? — There  are  no  incorporated 
towns. 

7960.  What  proportion  live  in  villages  ? — A  very  small  proportion;  I  cannot  tell 
you  the  number. 

7961.  Then  the  great  majority  live  in  the  rural  districts? — Yes. 

7962.  Do  the  people  at  municipal  elections  in  the  rural  districts  favour  the  liquor 
traffic  ? — I  do  not  know  personally.  I  have  not  been  through  the  rural  districts  very 
much  in  King's,  but  I  think  that  so  far  as  the  villages  are  concerned,  they  do. 

7963.  If  a  small  proportion  only  of  the  inhabitants  of  King's  reside  in  towns  and 
villages,  and  the  Scott  Act  was  carried  by  a  large  majority,  how  do  you  account  for  the 
laxity  of  the  temperance  people  in  permitting  their  opponents  year  after  year  to  main- 
tain control  of  the  County  Council  and  permit  the  Scott  Act  to  become  a  dead  letter^ 
Because  the  temperance  question  is  not  an  issue  during  the  parish  elections  every  year, 
that  is  the  reason.  If  it  was  an  issue,  the  people  would  come  forward  and  vote  for 
temperance  men: 

7964.  Are  there  any  obstacles,  after  all  these  technical  objections  have  been  dis- 
posed of  by  the  Supreme  Court,  or  nearly  all,  I  presume,  to  officials  being  appointed  by 
the  Municipal  Council  ? — There  is  no  obstacle  at  all  in  the  way.  If  they  appoint  a  man, 
they  should  pay  him  a  proper  salary.  In  several  counties  they  appoint  men  and  give 
them  no%alaries,  or  such  small  ones  that  no  man  can  attend  to  the  duties. 

7965.  If  the  Dominion  Government  amended  the  Scott  Act,  and  made  provision 
for  the  enforcement  of  the  Act  by  efficient  officers,  would  the  Dominion  Parliament 
.have  power  to  compel  municipalities  to  provide  funds  for  the  payment  of  the  officers  so 
appointed  ;  could  they  compel  the  Municipal  Councils  to  pay  the  salaries  of  the  officers 
who  might  Ije  authorized  to  enforce  the  Act  1 — That  is  a  legal  quastion  that  requires 
some  consideration.  I  would  have  grave  doubts  of  their  power  to  compel  the  municipal 
officers  to  pay  the  salaries. 

5966.  If  the  Dominion  Government  appointed  officers,  where  would  they  procure 
the  requisite  money  to  enforce  the  Act  in  those  localities  ? — They  would  have  to  provide 
it  out  of  the  public  treasury,  unless  some  arrangement  were  made  for  the  fines  to  be 
appropriated  for  the  purpose,  as  under  the  McCarthy  Act. 

7967.  There  is  a  provision  made  under  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  whereby  the 
tines  imposed  are  placed  at  the  disposal  of  Municipal  Councils  for  the  purpose  of  enforc- 
ing the  Act ;  could  you  suggest  any  better  arrangement  whereby  the  Act  could  be  more 
rigidly  and  efficiently  enforced  ? — Yes  ;  if  those  fines  were  taken  from  the  Municipal 
Councils  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  an  independent. Commission  to  enforce  the  Act. 

7968.  The  Municipal  Council  is  supposed  to  reflect  public  opinion,  and  especially  in 
places  where  the  Act  has  been  carried  by  large  majorities;  and  under  these  circumstances 
it  is  unaccountable  how  these  representative  bodies,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  temper- 
ance sentiment  is  so  strong  in  the  district  they  represent,  ignore  that  sentiment  from 
year  to  year  and  do  nothing  to  enforce  the  Act  ? — It  is  only  done,  in  my  judg- 
ment, for  the  reason  I  have  told  you.  Then  the  question  drops  out  of  sight  for  the  next 
year  or  two  after  the  election  has  taken  place  and  the  Act  has  been  adopted,  but  lor  a 
hundred  different  reasons  a  great  many  people  are  opposed  to  the  Canada  Temperance 
Act,  and  when  it  comes  to  a  vote  on  the  question  of  the  appointment  of  an  Inspector 
and  the  payment  of  his  salary,  they  will  not  do  anything. 

Augustus  H.  Hannington. 
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7969.  If  advantage  is  to  be  gained  by  the  rigid  enforcement  of  the  Canada  Tem- 
perance Act  and  the  stamping  out  of  the  liquor  traffic  in  those  communities,  must  not 
the  Act  be  rigorously  enforced  ? — If  it  comes  to  a  question  of  temperance,  they  will 
vote  and  elect  temperance  men. 

7970.  Has  there  been  anywhere  a  movement  in  favour  of  the  enforcement  of  the 
Act,  and  the  return  of  Municipal  Councils  that  would  insist  on  the  enforcement  of  the 
Act,  and  the  appointment  of  officials  ? — I  think,  probably  in  some  parishes,  but  there 
has  not  been  a  general  movement  throughout  the  counties.  When  the  Act  was  first 
carried  in  King's,  they  appointed  an  Inspector,  and  for  a  while  he  enforced  it.  In 
Queen's  County  it  was  enforced  very  well  for  some  time,  but  I  do  not  know  how  it  is 
enforced  now.     There  they  appointed  an  Inspector,  nnd  he  did  the  work. 

7971.  Did  they  keep  on  paying  him? — I  do  not  know  ;  at  one  time  he  was  very 
active.     I  should  think  that  the  Act  is  probably  fairly  well  enforced  in  Queen's  now. 

7972.  Were  the  fines  sufficient  to  pay  the  salary  of  the  Inspector  ? — I  should  think 
so,  if  they  were  collected. 

7973.  If  the  inspector  was  appointed  and  he  discharged  the  duties  efficiently,  how 
was  it  that  the  prosecutions  dropped  off ;  did  the  Inspector,  in  consequence,  become 
weary  of  the  work  ? — I  did  not  say  that  the  prosecutions  did  drop  off.  I  think  the  Act 
was  very  well  enforced,  and  very  little  liquor  was  sold.  There  are  no  large  cities  in 
Queen's  County  ;  Gage  town  is  the  largest  village. 

7974.  Are  the  people  aware  of  the  advantages  which  flow  from  the  enforcement  of 
the  Act? — I  should  think  so ;  they  are  very  temperate  people  there. 

7975.  Yet  they  do  not  persist  in  making  their  representatives  perform  their  duty  ? 
—I  am  speaking  now  from  ordinary  report.     I  think  the  Act  in  Queen's  is  very  fairly 
enforced  even  yet. 

7976.  What  has  been  your  experience  generally  in  this  province  ? — That  the  Act 
his  been  generally  benefici  d. 

7977.  There  are  special  difficulties  in  the  way  of  enforcing  it? — Not  if  the  officials 
do  their  duty. 

7978.  And  the  appointment  of  officials  rests  with  the  body  of  the  people  ?  Yes, 
but  I  think  it  should  not  do  so.  I  think  the  only  reason  why  th?  McCarthy  Act  was 
enforced  ^as  because  it  was  framed  entirely  independent  of  any  political  or  representa- 
tive body  of  the  people.  The  Judge  of  the  criminal  court  was  the  chairman,  and  the 
Mayor  of  the  city  was  another  member,  and  another  member  was  appointed  by  the 
Government  direct,  as  Commissioners. 

7979.  Do  you  think  the  law  would  be  better  enforced  without  reference  to  the 
people? — Much  better.  After  the  Act  is  adopted,  it  should  be  enforced  outside  of  the 
councils  altogether. 

7980.  Do  you  think  the  people  competent  to  judge  in  regard  t )  the  enforcement  of 
the  Act,  if,  after  having  carried  it  by  a  large  majority,  they  permit  it  to  become  a  dead 
letter? — I  do  not  think  it  should  be  the  duty  of  the  citizens  to  elect  the  men  to  carry  it  out. 

7981.  Is  it  not  the  duty  of  the  citizens  to  appoint  officers  to  enforce  the  law  ? — We 
do  not  think  our  representatives  always  act  as  efficiently  as  they  might  do. 

7982.  They  are  elected  from  time  to  time  and  the  weight  of  temperance  sentiment 
may  be  made  known  ? — Yes  ;  if  the  election  is  made  a  temperance  question  every  year, 
it  is  all  right,  but  it  is  impossible  to  do  it.  The  way  the  Councils  are  elected  is  by 
arrangements  between  parties  in  the  villages  and  parishes,  and  the  consequence  is  that 
the  temperance  people  lose  control. 

7983.  Is  there  any  reason  why  the  provincial  authorities  should  not  appoint  officials, 
as  is  done  in  Ontario? — No.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  good  policy  for  the  Dominion 
Parliament  to  pay  officials. 

7984.  That  is  the  arrangement  now  ? — But  I  think  the  Commission  I  have  suggested 
should  either  be  Dominion  or  Provincial,  and  should  be  an  independent  Commission. 

7985.  Where  would  this  Commission  get  the  money  to  pay  the  officers  ?— ^They 
would  take  it  out  of  the  fines  that  would  be  collected. 

7986.  Fees  in  connection  with  the  issue  of  licenses? — Under  the  license  system 
they  would  obtain  fees  from  the  licensees. 

7987.  Would  there  be  any  fees  from  druggists'  licenses  ? — No. 
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7988.  If  the  fines  were  yiot  sufficient  to  meet  the  expenses  in  connection  with  the 
enforcement  of  the  Act,  where  would  the  Commissioners  get  the  money  requisite  ?--I 
think  it  should  be  paid  out  of  the  ordinary  revenue  either  of  the  Dominion  or  Provincial 
Legislatures,  but  I  rather  think  out  of  the  provincial  funds. 

7989.  Suppose  the  Act  to  be  in  force  in  only  one-half  of  a  province,  would  it  be 
fair  to  levy  on  the  other  half  its  proportion  of  the  cost  necessary  to  enforce  the  Act 
when  it  was  only  approved  by  one-half  of  the  province  ? — 1  do  not  think  it  would  be 
more  unfair  than  is  the  enforcement  now  of  any  other  law,  but  if  it  was  thought  to  be 
unfair,  the  proportion  could  easily  be  arranged. 

7990.  Would  it  be  unjust  that  the  people  who  asked  for  the  Scott  Act  should  be 
required  to  provide  any  sum  necessary  in  addition  to  the  fines  in  order  to  enforce  the 
Act?— No. 

7991.  Do  you  think  if  the  Dominion  Government  appointed  officials,  it  should  be 
with  the  understanding  that  if  there  was  any  deficit  in  the  Commissioners'  accounts,  the 
counties  adopting  the  Scott  Act  would  recoup  the  sum  ?— Yes,  if  it  was  left  in  the 
discretion  of  the  County  Councils,  I  think  there  would  be  difficulty. 

7992.  They  would  not  provide  the  amount  required  ? — Not  if  it  was  left  in  the 
discretion  of  "the  County  Councils,  judging  by  their  action  in  connection  with  the  Canada 
Temperance  Act  hitherto. 

7993.  So  one  of  the  difficulties  in  connection  with  enforcing  the  Act  is  the  imposi- 
tion of  any  additional  taxation  whatever  in  order  to  meet  the  necessary  expense  for 
enforcing  it  ? — No ;  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  a  difficulty,  if  it  was  left  to  the 
Municipal  Councils  to  do  so,  but  it  could  be  collected  in  some  other  way. 

7994.  Could  you  make  any  suggestion  so  as  to  amend  the  Act  in  a  manner  that 
would  render  it  more  easily  workable  ? — No ;  there  might  be  some  little  amendment  in 
regard  to  details,  but  the  general  principles  of  the  Act  are  good. 

By  Mr,  Gigault  : 

7995.  Under  the  McCarthy  Act,  did  you  institute  any  prosecutions  for  its  viola- 
tion 1 — Yes,  a  great  number.  / 

7996.  Did  you  obtain  convictions  1 — It  was  only  in  force  two  or  three  months  when 
an  appeal  was  taken.  We  continued,  however,  to  prosecute  and  had  fines  imposed,  but 
we  did  not  pretend  to  collect  them. 

7997.  Did  you  obtain  many  convictions? — Yes. 

7998.  How  many  ? — I  cannot  tell  you,  for  it  was  a  long  time  ago  ;  it  was  in  1883. 
But  we  had  a  great  many  convictions,  as  I  could  show  you  from  the  reports. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

7999.  And  then  the  appeal  was  taken  ?— Yes. 

8000.  Did  you  go  on  prosecuting  while  the  appeal  was  pending  ? — ^We  did  during 
the  summer  of  1884. 

8001.  And  secured  convictions  ? — Yes,  but  we  did  not  collect  the  fines. 

8002.  And  the  appeal  having  been  sustained,  the  whole  measure  went  right  by  the 
board  ? — Yes. 

800.3.  From  your  experience  and  your  observation  as  well,  did  you  find  it  very 
difficult  to  enforce  that  license  law  ? — No,  I  did  not. 

8004.  Nor  any  other  license  law  ? — No. 

8005.  Is  there  any  diflference  between  the  enforcement  of  a  liquor  law  .and  any 
other  law? — Perhaps  there  is  a  little  difierence,  because  there  are  many  people  who  would 
wink  at  violations  of  a  liquor  law  who  would  not  wink  at  violations  of  other  laws ;  so 
you  have  to  combat  with  prejudice  to  some  extent.  I  think  any  law  can  be  enforced 
with  officials  who  will  undertake  to  enforce  it. 

8006.  If  there  is  non-enforcement  of  a  liquor  law,  do  you  think  that  the  constant 
violations  cause  the  people  after  a  time  to  have  a  different  feeling  in  regard  to  it  ]— Yes. 

8007.  Do  you  know  whether  the  Canada  Temperance  Act,  taking  the  province  all 
through,  is  fairly  well  enforced  ?  I  do  not  know,  but  it  appears  to  be  pretty  well 
enforced  in  Fredericton,  and  in  parts  of  Cumberland  it  has  done  a  great  deal  of  good» 

Augustus  H.  Hannixgton. 
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and  judging  from  the  reports  in  King's,  which  county  I  do  not  know  so  well,  it  has  been 
of  great  benefit  there.  I  have  friends  in  Queen's,  and  I  am  informed  that  it  has  been  of 
great  benefit  there. 

8008.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  difficulties  in  regard  to  enforcement  had 
arisen  largely  from  obstructions  in  the  courts  1 — I  have  not  been  asked  in  regard  to 
obstructions  in  the  courts.  During  the  first  year  of  the  existence  of  the  Scott  Act  the 
courts  were  occupied  half  their  time  with  Scott  Act  cases,  and  great  difficulties  were 
thrown  in  the  way  of  the  enforcement  of  the  Act.  In  some  cases  counties  appointed 
Inspectors  and  paid  them  immediately  after  adopting  the  Act,  but  subsequently  they 
became  utterly  disheartened  on  account  of  the  number  of  appeals  taken  to  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  the  expenses  in  connection  wkh  these  suits  became  very  large.  Then,  the 
Councils,  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  years,  dropped  into  the  hands  of  people  who  did 
not  care  to  enforce  the  Act,  and  they  had  a  very  good  excuse  for  not  doing  so.  In  many 
cases  the  fault  rested  with  the  temperance  people,  but  errors  were  also  made  in  regard 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  cases  were  conducted.  Now,  take  the  town  of  St.  Stephen. 
The  Act  was  carried  by  an  enormous  majority  there,  and  at  one  time  it  whs  thoroughly 
enforced,  but  1  cannot  say  how  it  is  enforced  now.  There  the  dealers  got  into  the  habit 
of  bringing  men  over  from  the  United  States  who  were  utterly  unknown  t^  the  temper- 
ance people,  and  these  men  were  placed  behind  the  bars,  and  they  had  to  be  prosecuted 
as  unknown  persons,  for  no  names  c*ould  be  obtained.  Several  such  cases  in  which 
prosecutions  were  carried  on  against  unknown  persons  wei*e  taken  before  the  Supreme 
Court.  They  carried  on  the  business  in  that  way,  and  as  soon  as  the  name  was  ascer- 
tained they  again  went  across  the  border. 

8009.  Do  you  know  whether  persons  were  convicted  simply  on  description  ? — I 
understand  they  were. 

8010.  Do  you  consider  that  the  prosecution  of  such  persons  was  an  evidence  of  the 
earnest  purpose  of  the  friends  of  the  law  ? — Yes,  they  were  determined  in  St.  Stephen 
to  enforce  the  law,  and  it  was  done  at  a  great  deal  of  trouble. 

8011.  Those  prosecutions  were  a  manifestation  of  public  sentiment  in  regard  to  the 
liquor  business  ? — I  think  they  were.  These  cases  took  place  right  on  the  Maine  border, 
and  St.  Stephen  has  been  in  a  much  better  condition  ever  since, 

8012.  Then  do  you  consider  that  the  difficulty  of  enforcement  is  not  the  lack  of 
public  sentiment,  but  rather  the  inefficiency  of  officials  1 — I  would  say  that  was  the  chief 
reason.  Maine  being  a  prohibitory  State  there  were  no  saloons  in  sight,  but  as  soon  as 
ever  you  crossed  the  bridge  at  St.  Stephen,  there  was  a  row  of  them. 

Bt/  Mr,  Clarke  : 

8013.  On  which  side  was  the  row  of  saloons? — On  our  side,  previous  to  the  passing 
of  the  Canada  Temperance  Act. 

Bt/  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

8014.  You  have  been  asked  if  piiblic  sentiment  is  Strongly  in  favour  of  the  Scott 
Act,  and  if  the  Councils  of  the  municipalities  or  representatives  of  the  people,  and  there- 
fore of  public  sentiment,  are  in  favour  of  the  Act,  how  is  it  that  the  Municipal  Councils 
are  indisposed  to  enforce  the  Act  ? — I  think  that  the  Councils  elected  for  the  first  year 
or  two  after  the  Act  is  voted  on  are  generally  quite  willing  to  enforce  the  law  as  tem- 
perance men.  As  I  have  said  before,  I  think  in  this  province  they  attempted  to  do  so, 
but  appeals  were  taken  to  the  Supreme  Court,  which  were  att»ended  with  great  e^^ense. 
After  two  or  three  years  the  question  drags  along  somewhat,  and  the  people  who  are 
elected  as  the  representatives  are  not  elected  with  regard  to  that  question,  but  with 
regard  to  different  local  issues,  and  are  not  really  temperance  men.  There  may  Ixj  a 
large  number  of  temperance  men  in  the  Council,  but  the  majority  are  not  anxious  to 
enforce  the  Act,  and  therefore  they  refuse  to  appoint  an  Inspector. 

8015.  You  do  not  mean  that  temperance  sentiment  is  weakened,  but  that  other 
local  questions  put  the  temperance  question  aside  for  the  time  being  ? — Yes  ;  you  take 
the  people  in  the  country  parishes,  and  you  cannot  get  them  to  come  out  and  vote  unless 
there  is  some  very  special  question  in  issue.  If  the  temperance  question  is  on  they  will 
come  out,  but  unless  there  is  something  very  prominent  brought  forward  in  regard 
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to  temperance  many  of  them  will  not  vote,  and  they  are  controlled  by  people  in  some 
of  th^  thickly  settled  places. 

8016.  You,  as  a  professionnal  man,  are  in  touch  with  the  business  of  this  city,  the 
chief  city  of  the  province.  Now,  from  your  observation,  do  you  believe  that  the  drink 
trade  affects  business  generally  ? — I  think  it  hurts  business  very  seriously.  I  consider 
it  destroys  the  capabilities  of  a  great  many  men  to  perform  their  duties  in  all  branches 
of  trade,  and  in  that  way  affects  business.  You  see  a  great  many  business  failures  which 
are  entirely  due  to  the  fact  that  the  principals  had  contracted  the  habit  of  taking  intoxi- 
cating^ drink,  and  a  great  many  business  failures  are  directly  due  to  the  drinking  habits 
of  people  so  engaged. 

8017.  Do  you  believe  from  your  knowledge  of  these  matters  that  Ihe  prohibition  of 
the  drink  trade — that  is,  the  prohibition  of  the  importation,  manufacture  and  sale  of 
intoxicants — would  have  a  beneficial  effect  on  business  at  large  1-r-l  should  think  it 
ought  to  have.     I  have  had  no  experience,  but  I  think  it  ought  to  have  such  influence. 

8018.  You  had  experience  of  the  enforcement  of  a  license  law ;  do  you  believe 
the  enforcement  of  a  prohibitory  law  would  be  more  difficult  than  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  prohibitory  provisions  of  the  license  law  ? — No,  I  do  not ;  but  they  wiD 
never  be  enforced  any  more  than  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  or  any  other  law  under 
municipal  authorities.     That  is  my  judgment. 

8019.  Therefore,  if  a  general  prohibitory  law  were  enacted,  it  would  be  necessary 
for  Parliament  to  provide  officials  for  its  enforcement  ? — I  think  whether  the  Dominion 
Parliament  passed  the  law  or  not,  it  would  have  to  make  some  provision  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  independent  officials. 

8020.  You  mean  officials  independent  of  local  influence  ? — I  think  men  who  would 
not  have  to  depend  on  the  people  for  election  a  great  deal,  but  men  who  would  feel  inde- 
pendent of  the  influences  which  would  be  thrown  around  them. 

8021.  You  have  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  province.  Are  you  able  to  form  an 
opinion  as  to  the  sentiment  of  the  province  as  to  the  drink  trade,  and  as  to  what  ought 
to  be  done  with  it? — I  should  think  that  the  counties  of  Charlotte,  York,  Queen's, 
King's  and  St.  John  county,  outside  of  the  city,  and  Westmoreland,  Albert  and  Kent— 
I  do  not  know  so  much  about  Northumberland,  Restigouche  or  Victoria,  although  they 
might  perhaps  be  cast  with  those  I  have  mentioned — would  be  very  strongly  in  favour 
of  prohibition. 

8022.  In  the  event  of  a  prohibitory  law  being  adopted,  have  you  any  view  as  to 
whether  the  men  engaged  in  the  trade  should  be  compensated  ? — I  cannot  see  why  they 
should  be  compensated.  I  have  never  yet  heard  any  good  reason  advanced  for  the  pro- 
position. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

8023.  You  have  given  a  long  list  of  counties  in  the  province  in  which  you  say 
there  is  a  very  strong  prohibition  sentiment  ?-  I  should  think  so. 

8024.  The  people  who  hold  that  sentiment,  I  suppose,  constitute  a  large  majority 
of  the  electors  ?— Yes,  I  think  so. 

8025.  I  suppose  there  are  people  of  weight  in  the  communities  of  equal  magnitude 
who  might  be  opposed  to  them  ?  —Yes. 

8026.  But  the  temperance  people  have  carried  the  Scott  Act  by  large  majorities  f 
— In  many  cases,  but  sometimes  by  not  very  large  majorities.  At  the  last  election  in 
York  there  was  a  very  small  majority. 

8027.  These  people  control  the  appointment  of  the  Council,  which  ought  tp  enforce 
the  Act  ?— Yes. 

8028.  For  a  year  or  two,  you  say,  they  will  elect  men  to  carry  it  out  % — They  will 
elect  men  who  took  an  active  part  in  the  election. 

8029.  You  say  that  after  a  year  or  two  some  other  matters  of  a  local  character  will 
spring  up,  and  these  people  will  allow  others  to  be  elected  ? — Yes, 

8030.  Why  should  not  these  temperance  people  find  persons  holding  their  views  on 
prohibition  as  well  as  on  these  local  questions  1  -I  cannot  answer  that  question.  Take 
the  case  of  a  Dominion  election  :  the  temperance  men  split  up  and  some  support  one 
side  and  some  another. 

Augustus  H.  Hannington. 
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8031.  Of  course,  the  Dominion  elections  are  run  on  national  questions? — These 
parish  questions  are  as  important  in  the  eyes  of  other  people. 

8032.  On  these  local  questions,  will  there  not  be  differences  of  sentiment  among 
people  who  do  not  care  for  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act  1 — We  generally  find  them 
pretty  close  together  on  one  side.  ^ 

8033.  By  their  sticking  together,  and  those  favouring  prohibition  becoming  divided, 
we  understand  that  men  are  elected  who  do  not  consider  it  a  matter  of  consequence  that 
the  Act  should  be  enforced  ? — Yes. 

8034.  Do  you  think  that  in  those  Councils  there  is  a  dread  of  making  any  expendi- 
ture for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  Act  ? — I  do  not  know  there  is  any  temperance 
county  in  which  they  dread  it  at  all.  In  some  cases  they  appear  to  dread  it  and  make 
it  an  excuse,  but  in  those  cases  the  supporters  of  the  liquor  trade  are  generally  in  power. 

8035.  Then  this  is  due  to  a  want  of  inclination  ? — Yes. 

8036.  We  have  been  told  that  in  a  great  many  cases  brought  forward  steps  were 
taken  to  obtain  writs  of  certiorari^  and  that  the  cases  were  dismissed  on  technicalities. 
Were  not  these  cases  brought  before  the  Supreme  Court  on  matters  of  substance  ? — Yes, 
but  there  were  objections  that  were  simply  technical  ones,  and  the  case  was  sometimes 
not  heard  on  its  merits  because  some  trifling  proceeding  had  been  omitted  ;  but  in  the 
large  majority  of  cases,  they  were  finally  decided  in  favour  of  the  prosecution. 

8037.  So  the  way  is  now  clear  for  action? — Yes. 

8038.  We  have  had  evidence  before  us  with  respect  to  prosecutions  in  King's.  We 
find  that  a  gentleman  has  had  charges  made  against  him,  and  convictions  for  first 
offences  have  been  secured  in  five  or  six  cases.  Do  you  not  think  that  in  these  cases  the 
law  should  have  been  put  in  force  and  prosecutions  should  have  been  instituted  for  a 
first  offence,  second  offence  and  third  offence,  with  imprisonment  in  connection  with  the 
last  ? — Yes,  I  think  so,  because  a  very  good  effect  was  secured  by  obtaining  convictions 
for  the  third  offence  in  Fredericton,  and  sending  the  offenders  to  jail. 

8039.  Do  you  know  that  men  have  been  convicted  six  times,  and  on  each  occasion 
for  a  first  offence  1 — I  know  there  is  a  strong  feeling  against  sending  men  to  jail  for  this 
offence.  It  is  a  very  foolish  feeling,  because  when  the  McCarthy  Act  was  in  force  the 
punishment  for  a  first  offence  was  an  endorsement  on  the  license,  and  in  the  case  of  a 
second  offence  the  man  lost  his  license  and  was  sent  to  jail.  We  endorsed  the  license 
regularly,  and  we  would  have  had  the  parties  in  jail.  I  think  it  is  a  very  foolish  feeling 
that  prevails  among  some  persons,  that  these  offenders  should  not  be  sent  to  jail.  When 
two  or  three  hotel  proprietors  were  sent  to  jail  at  Fredericton  there  was  a  great  com- 
motion raised.  The  hotels  were  closed  up  for  some  time,  and  the  friends  of  the  partiefe 
visited  them  in  jail  and  a  great  spread  was  made  as  if  some  great  benefit  had  been  con- 
ferred by  them  on  the  human  race,  for  which  they  had  been  sent  to  prison.  They 
succeeded  in  making  themselves  appear  as  martyrs.  I  do  not  know  any  reason  why 
such  offenders  should  not  be  sent  to  jail,  and  I  think  it  is  the  proper  course  to  pursue, 
if  the  law  is  to  be  carried  out. 

By  Mr.  Clarke: 

8040.  Were  there  any  fines  imposed  ? — There  were  fines  in  the  first  place,  but  they 
would  not  worry  the  parties.  In  St.  Stephen  and  in  Fredericton  large  amounts  have 
been  subscribed  and  expended  by  business  men  to  enforce  the  Act. 

8041.  Why,  then,  should  not  the  temperance  people  unite  together  in  one  camp 
and  elect  Councils  favourable  to  the  appointment  of  oflicers  to  carry  out  the  law  ? — I  do 
not  know. 

8042.  Are  the  officers  appointed  from  year  to  year,  or  on  good  behaviour? — The 
officers  are  generally  appointed  every  year. 

8043.  Is  that  the  case  generally  throughout  the  towns  ? — My  impression  is  that 
that  is  the  case,  but  I  am  not  Very  positive  about  it.  They  generally  re-elect  the  old 
officers,  but  they  are  all  appointed  annually. 

8044.  I  mean  the  officers  of  local  municipalities  ? — Yes,  I  think  the  constables  and 
all  that  class  of  officers  are  appointed  annually. 

8045.  And  the  clerks  of  Municipal  Councils  ? — Yes. 
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8046.  And  the  Town  Marshal  of  Moncton  for  example? — I  do  not  think  so,  as 
Moneton  is  a  city. 

8047.  The  Town  Marshal  of  Woodstock  ? — Woodstoc?k  is  a  town. 

8048.  Is  the  Town  Marshal  appointed  every  year? — I  cannot  tell  you.  I  am  not 
certain.  ** 

8049.  The  appointment  of  these  officers  from  year  to  year  is  not  apparently  in  the 
public  interest,  because  they  depend  on  the  new  Council  for  their  reappointment? — Yes. 

8050.  Has  any  representation  been  made  to  the  Provincial  Govermnent  with  a 
view  to  having  the  law  amended,  so  that  these  officers  can  hold  their  positions  during 
good  behaviour? — Yes.  » 

8051.  Is  there  difficulty  in  the  way  of  enforcing  the  Scott  Ac1i?--Yes,  and  of 
enforcing  all  laws.  I  think  the  officers  are  generally  kept  in  office,  but  there  is  always 
the  chance  of  then*  being  turned  out. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

8052.  In  regard  to  this  matter  of  repeated  charges  for  a  first  offence,  do  you  think 
it  would  be  well  to  make  the  penalty  for  such  offences  optional  with  the  court,  as  to 
whether  it  should  be  a  first  offence  in  every  case  or  not  ?  What  do  you  think  the  effect 
would  be  ? — I  do  not  see  why  there  should  be  any  objection  to  it,  but  I  have  never 
thought  of  it  in  that  way.     I  would  carry  out  the  Act. 

8053.  There  is  a  question  as  to  whether  cases  have  been  dismissed  by  the  court  on 
technicalities.  Do  you  know  of  any  cases  where  convictions  were  quashed  by  the 
Supreme  Court,  not  on  their  merits,  but  on  informalities  in  the  proceedings  ? — I  think 
there  were  some  cases  that  were  quashed  because  the  evidence  was  not  clear. 

8054.  Were  the  majority  of  cases  dismissed  on  mere  irregularities  ? — Yes,  I  think 
the  majority  of  cases  were  dismissed  on  irregularities,  fiuid  not  perhaps  on  what  you 
might  call  technicalities.  There  were  irregularities  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  cases 
were  prosecuted.  The  larger  number  of  cases  were  decided  agdinst  the  appellants  and 
in  favour  of  the  prosecution. 

8055.  With  regard  to  Fredericton  and  the  imprisonment  of  certain  hotel-keepers, 
and  the  demonstrations  of  sympathy  made  with  respect  to  them,  do  you  know  that  the 
people  for  the  most  part  who  made  those  demonstrations  were  people  who  had  opposed 
the  adoption  of  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  ? — Yes,  so  far  as  I  could  judge  by  the 
names  mentioned  in  the  newspapers. 

•      8056.  Those  favourable  to  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  did  not  express  sympathy 
with  the  prisoners  ? — No,  and  they  went  on  with  the  prosecutions. 

8057.  So,  it  was  not  an  exhibition  of  any  change  in  public  sentiment  ? — No. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

8098.  Were  you  here  when  the  Act  was  submitted  to  the  people  % — Yes. 

8059.  Did  the  keepers  of  shebeens  and  low  class  places  vote  in  favour  of  or  against 
the  Act  ? — They  all  voted  against  the  Act,  and  they  did  everything  they  could  to 
oppose  it. 


Augustus  H.  Hannington. 
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GEORGE  ROBERTSON,  of  St.  John,  grooer,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

8060.  I  understand  you  are  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  of  St.  John  ? — Yas. 

8061.  How  long  have  you  done  business  in  this  city  ? — Over  a  quarter  of  a 
century. 

8062.  How  long  have  you  been  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  in  St.  John  1 — 
This  is  my  second  year. 

8063.  We  understand  that  St.  John  has  always  been  under  a  license  law,  except 
for  a  short  time  thirty  or  forty  years  ago  ? — So  I  believe. 

8064.  Is  the  business  of  this  city  in  a  good  condition  1 — In  a  very  fair  condition. 

8065.  Is  this  a  sober  and  temperate  community  ? — Very. 

8066.  Have  you  been  brought  in  contact  with  the  working  of  the  license  law 
officially  ? — No,  not  officially. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

8067.  Some  business  men  complain  that  the  drink  trade  by  lessening  the  working 
power  of  the  wage-earner  lessens  also  his  purchasing  power,  and  in  that  way  effects 
business.  Have  you  made  any  observation  in  regard  to  the  matter  1 — Not  specially.  My 
opinion  would  be  that  if  a  man  was  unable  to  work  through  drink,  he  would  make  him- 
self a  poorer  man,  and  he  would  earn  less  money.     That  is  a  plain  proposition. 

8068.  He  would  have  less  money  to  spend  on  dry  goods  and  groceries,  &c.  ? — Yes. 

8069.  From  I  your  general  observation  as  a  business  man^  do  you  believe  that  the 
drink  habit  of  the  people,  encouraged  by  the  drink  trade,  has  a  marked  effect  on 
business  generally  ? — What  business  do  you  refer  to  ?  Do  you  refei  to  the  general 
business  of  the  city  ?  It  might  improve  the  liquor  business  by  enabling  them  to  sell 
more. 

8070.  Do  you  believe  that  the  drink  trade  does  encourage  the  drink  habit  ? — I 
think  it  does  unquestionably. 

8071.  Do  you  believe  that  the  drink  habit  as  it  prevails  affects  injuriously  the 
general  business  of  trades  people  by  working  people  not  being  able  to  purchase  as  largely 
as  they  otherwise  would  %--l  suppose  it  does  to  a  fcertain  extent.  That  is  taking  it 
indirectly  in  the  way  that  you  refer  to.  If  it  decreases  the  earning  power  of  the 
population,  it  would  naturally  decrease  the  purchasing  power. 

8072.  Do  you  believe  that  this  drink  trade,  thoroughly  prohibited,  would  have  the 
effect  either  of  helping  or  injuring  general  business  ? — I  do  not  know  that  I  am 
prepared  to  answer  that  question.  To  answer  it  briefly,  I  would  say  that  it  would  be 
beneficial  to  general  business. 

8073.  If  there  were  prohibition  of  the  manufacture,  importation  and  sale  of 
liquor,  thoroughly  enforced,  would  that  affect  general  business  beneficially  or  injuriously  ? 
— I  think  it  would  affect  the  general  business  most  injuriously  and  droj)  off  the  manu- 
facturing business  of  the  country, 

8074.  I  am  referring  to  other  branches  of  business,  leaving  that  out  ? — I  think 
other  branches  of  business  would  probably  be  improved. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

8075.  If  one-half  the  manufacturing  industries  of  the  country  were  stopped,  how 
would  the  other  half  be  improved  through  the  operation  of  a  prohibitory  law  ? — I  am 
wrong  in  that.  I  divided  the  question  up  into  two  parts.  I  was  asked  to  give  an 
opinion,  if  I  understood  it  rightly,  as  to  nearly  all  those  manufacturing  industries  or  a 
very  large  portion  of  them  that  depend  on  the  sale  of  alcohol  in  some  shape  or  form. 
Alcohol  is  in  all  the  drugs  and  compounds  which  are  used  and  all  the  manufactures  we 
have,  and  in  a  variety  of  ways  this  substance  is  one  of  the  necessities  of  our  existence, 
until  some  other  substance  takes  its  place. 
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By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

8076.  The  reference  was  to  the  prohibition  of  the  manufacture,  iinpoi-tation  and  sale 
of  liquors  for  beverage  purposes,  and  not  as  to  the  sale  of  alcohol  as  it  is  used  in  medicine 
and  so  on  ? — That  would  be  different  altogether. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

8077.  Are  you,  then,  in  favour  of  the  passage  by  the  Dominion  Parliament  of  such 
a  law  ? — I  am  not  prepared  to  say,  or  to  answer  that  question  at  present. 

8078.  Have  you  had  any  experience  in  the  general  operation  of  the  Canada  Tem- 
perance Act  or  the  local  prohibitory  measure  in  force  in  many  of  the  counties  of  this 
province  1 — None. 

8079.  You  do  not  know  whether  it  is  observed  or  ignored  ? — My  opinion  would  not 
be  of  any  value. 

8080.  What  is  the  general  opinion  regarding  it  ? — I  should  say  that  the  laws  I 
speak  of  now  generally  are  about  as  well  carried  out  as  we  could  expect  with  our 
weak  human  nature,  to  carry  them  out.  That  applies  to  all.  The  Acts  of  Parliament, 
as  far  as  I  can  judge,  are  better  in  many  cases  attended  to  than  the  Acts  of  God 
Almighty,  as  He  has  laid  them  down  in  the  Scriptures. 

-  8081.  There  would  not  be  occasion  for  so  many  Acts  of  Parliament  if  the  other  laws 
were  observed  ? — I  do  not  think  there  would  be. 

8082.  Do  you  think  if  an  Act  were  passed  by  the  Dominion  Parliament  prohibiting 
the  manufacture,  importation  and  sale  of  liquors  in  the  Dominion,  in  the  present  state 
of  public  feeling  and  opinion,  it  could  be  thoroughly  enforced  1 — I  doubt  it. 

8083.  In  case  of  such  an  Act  being  passed,  wruld  you  favour  compensation  being 
made  to  those  who  are  interested  in  breweries,  and  distilleries,  and  who  have  large  plant 
and  machinery  ? — I  would  favour  anything  that  would  be  equitable.  If  it  could  be 
shown  that  any  property  belonging  to  men  or  the  means  of  livelihood  of  men  were  des- 
troyed, I  think,  in  the  interests  of  the  whole  people,  the  individual  should  be  protected. 

8084.  Were  you  a  resident  of  St.  John  when  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  was  law 
in  Portland  ? — Yes. 

8085.  What  was  the  condition  of  affairs  over  there  ? — I  should  say  it  was  pretty 
'  much  the  same  as  it  is  there  now.     I  do  not  come  in  contact  with  the  bujring  or  selling 

of  liquor  to  any  extent,  and  my  opinion  in  some  respects  is  not  particularly  valuable.  I 
might  be  permitted  to  say,  speaking  as  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  as  a  mer- 
chant, that  I  believe  the  mercantile  community,  that  is  the  gentlemen  I  ajn  in  the 
habit  of  meeting  every  day,  and  know  particularly  well,  are  extremely  temperate,  in 
fact,  90  per  cent  if  not  total  abstainers  are  nearly  total  abstainers.  I  suppose  they 
would  taJce  a  glass  of  brandy  if  it  were  prescribed  by  the  doctor,  but  as  a  rule,  the  com- 
munity is  exceedingly  temperate,  and  in  that  way,  a  great  many  of  these  questions  do 
not  come  under  our  observation  practically,  just  as  if  you  asked  a  man  who  did  not  trans- 
gress the  law  particulars  which  he  could  not  say  much  aboirt  it. 

8086.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  operation  of  the  law  in  the  Stat«of  Maine? 
— Nothing. 

By  Mr.  Gigault : 

8087.  You  say  there  is  a  good  deal  of  temperance  here.  Was  that  temperance 
promoted  by  religious  training  or  by  legislation  ? — From  a  variety  of  causes.  I  would 
say  more  largely  by  religious  training. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

8088.  Do  you  think  that  the  law  has  been  a  helper  of  the  religious  and  moral 
efforts  ? — All  moral  laws  are. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

8089.  What  was  the  effect  on  the  morals  of  the  community  in  Portland  of  having  a 
law  which  was  flagrantly  and  persistently  violated  ? — I  think  the  tendency  would  be  to 
make  moral  men  probably  more  earnest  in  doing  right. 

George  Robertson. 
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8090.  But  as  to  people  generally.  If  they  saw  a  law  persistently,  flagrantly  and 
shamelessly  violated,  would  it  tend  to  increase  their  respect  for  the  law  generally  1 — I 
do  not  know  that  it  would. 

J5y  Mev.  Dr,  McLeod: 

8091.  If  the  non-enforcement  of  the  law  was  attributable  to  defects  in  the  law  or 
to  obstructions  of  the  law  in  the  courts,  would  the  prejudices  of  the  people  be  against 
the  law  or  a^inst  the  obstructionists  ?— Against  the  obstructionists,  I  should  think. 


MICHAEL  A.  FINN,  of  St.  John,  wine  and  spirit  merchant,  on  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  as  follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

8092.  How  long  have  you  been  in  business  ? — Twenty-two  years. 

8093.  Have  you  been  in  St.  John  all  the  time  ? — Yes. 

8094.  Have  you  had  anything  to  do  with  the  municipal  offices  as  Mayor  or  Coun- 
cillor]—No. 

8095.  You  have  not  been  brought  into  contact  with  the  enforcement  of  the  law 
officially?— No. 

8096.  How  does  the  license  law  work  in  St.  John  ?  Is  it  efficiently  enforced  ? — 
Fairly  well. 

8097.  Is  this  a  sober,  law-abiding  community  ? — Very  much  so. 

8098.  You  have  a  floating  population  of  sailors  and  others  who  come  in  here  ? — Yes. 

8099.  Is  your  business  over  the  whole  province  ? — Yes. 

8100.  At  the  time  you  conmienced  business,  was  there  any  prohibitory  law  in 
force? — No. 

8101.  There  may  have  been  some  counties  where  licenses  were  not  granted  under 
the  license  law  ? — I  think  not  then. 

8102.  You  think  all  were  under  license  ? — Yes. 

8103.  Since  then  the  Scott  Act  has  been  brought  into  force  in  several  counties? — 
Yes. 

8104.  Has  your  business  increased  or  decreased,  or  has  it  been  at  a  standstill  ? — It 
has  increased. 

8105.  Do  you  carry  on  business  outside  the  province? — Yes,  in  Nova  Scotia  and  iri 
Maine. 

8106.  You  sell  in  both  provinces  ? — Yes. 

8107.  Do  you  And  any  sale  in  counties  in  which  the  Scott  Act  is  in  force? — Yes. 

8108.  Do  you  find  any  difference  in  counties  in  which  this  Act  is  in  force  as  to  the 
kind  of  liquors  which  are*sold,  from  what  are  used  under  the  license  laws  ? — In  Scott 
Act  counties  there  is  a  greater  demand  for  cheap  liquors  than  in  other  places. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

8109.  Do  you  mean  beer? — No,  spirits.  The  object  is  to  get  spirits  as  cheap  as 
possible,  the  quality  not  being  so  much  considered. 

8110.  Were  you  ii^  business  in  this  city  before  the  Scott  Act  became  the  law  in 
many  of  the  counties  ? — Yes. 

8111.  Has  your  business  in  those  counties  increased  or  decreased  since? — It  has 
increased. 

8112.  And  you  sella  cheaper  liquor  than  formerly? — I  do  not,  but  the  demand  is 
for  a  cheaper  liquor. 

8113.  A  more  deleterious  liquor? — What  they  want  is  quantity  and  strength  for  the 
money.  They  are  not  particular  about  the  quality  ;  many  people  there  like  to  get  it 
cheap. 
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8114.  And  the  stuff  strongest  and  cheapest  is  the  stuff  they  like  best  in  those 
counties  1 — Yes,  in  very  many  of  them. 

8115.  Do  you  do  business  in  the  State  of  Maine? — ^Yes. 

8116.  Notwithstanding  the  existence  of  a  prohibitory  law  there  ? — Oh,  yes. 

.  8117.  And  your  books  will  show  that  your  business  in  these  Scott  Act  counties  has 
increased  since  the  adoption  of  the  Act  there  1 — Yes. 

8118.  Has  the  sale  of  beer  increased  or  decreased  ? — It  has,  decreased. 

8119.  Has  the  sale  of  soda  water  increased  or  decreased  'i — Decreased. 

8120.  And  the  sale  of  these  vile  compounds,  cheap  and  strong,  has  increased  ? — I  do 
not  know  anything  about  vile  compounds. 

8121.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  the  prime  requisite  was  strength? — With 
very  many  of  them  there  is  a  demand  for  cheap  liquors.  We,  our  firm,  never  call  on 
any  one  except  the  principal  men  in  any  town,  because  we  know  only  two  or  three  people 
will  pay  the  price  that  we  ask. 

8122.  You  confine  your  business  to  those  people? — Yes. 

8123.  Have  you  found  that  the  greater  number  of  packages  are  sent  direct  to  the 
families  in  the  homes  since  the  Scott  Act  has  been  introduced  ? — As  long  as  an  attempt 
is  made  to  enforce  the  law  rigidly,  that  kind  of  orders  increases,  and  then  we  have  custom 
of  that  kind. 

8124.  Speaking  of  your  experience,  is  the  law  enforced  in  these  counties,  or  is  it 
disregarded?— -In  some  places  it  is  enforced  rather  rigidly  at  times,  and  then  it  becomes  lax. 

8125.  Then  the  machinery  of  the  law  is  sufficient  to  enable  those  who  desire  to  en- 
force it  to  carry  out  the  law  ? — I  cannot  say  as  to  that.  My  visits  to  these  counties 
are  very  short. 

8126.  Do  you  know  why  these  spasmodic  efforts  are  made  to  enforce  the  law  at 
times  ? — I  have  heard  reasons  given,  but  I  do  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge. 

8127.  But  there  is  no  steady  effort  to  enforce  the  law  ?— -I  think  not. 

8128.  How  is  the  law  enforced  in  Fredericton? — I  sell  more  goods  in  Fredericton 
than  in  any  other  pljice,  except  in  the  city  of  St.  John. 

8129.  Do  you  sell  more  liquor  now  in  Fredericton  than  you  did  before  the  Scott 
Act  came  into  force  ? — Very  much  more.     Before  that  there  were  more  wholesale  men. 

8130.  The  wholesale  business  has  been  destroyed  by  the  Scott  Act,  but  the  retail 
business  flourishes  ? — Yes. 

JBi/  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

8131.  Do  you  find  any  difficulty  in  collecting  in  Scott  Act  counties  where  you  sell! 
— We  have  lost  very  little,  only  a  few  hundred  dollars  in  the  last  ten  years.  In  Fred- 
ericton alone  we  have  sold  from  $70,000  to  $100,000  worth  of  goods.  .We  take  as 
little  risk  as  possible,  and  only  deal  with  men  of  good  character  or  that  we  think  honest 
and  willing  to  pay. 

8132.  So  that  your  losses  in  Fredericton  and  in  Scott  Act  counties  have  been 
small  ? — Very  small. 

8133.  I  think  I  understood  you  to  say  that  the  Scott  Act  is  a  failure? — I  did  not 
use  those  words. 

8134.  What  is  your  view  ? — A  failure  in  what  respect?  In  regard  to  its  enforce- 
ment? 

8135.  Yes. — At  times  it  is  enforced  fairly  welL 

8136.  You  think  it  does  not  accomplish  what  it  was  designed  to  accomplish  ?— My 
opinion  about  the  Scott  Act  is,  that  it  does  not  accomplish  what  it  was  designed  to  accom- 
plish, and  degrades  the  moral  tone  of  the  community  in  many  ways. 

8137.  You  think  that  in  Scott  Act  communities  the  moral  tone  has  gone  down? — 
In  many  ways. 

8138.  In  what  way? — It  makes  them  sneaks. 

8139.  In  what  way? — Instead  of  going  and  buying  what  they  want  in  an  open 
way,  they  have  to  do  it  by  subterfuge. 

8140.  You  think,  then,  that  in  Fredericton  and  other  places  they  have  to  do  it  "by 
subterfuge  ? — Yes. 
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8141.  Is  the  law  responsible  for  that  ? — To  some  extent,  yes. 

8142.  Has  it  ever  occurred  to  you  that  the  sneaking  disposition  may  be  in  the  men 
ho  do  it,  and  that  the  law  simply  affords  them  the  opportunity  1 — The  law  brings  it 

out.     Their  sneaking  disposition  might  remain  dormant  if  it  were  not  for  that. 

8143.  Have  you  been  interest^  in  any  Scott  Act  repeal  matters  ? — Yes. 

8144.  Have  you  given  assistance  in  repeal  votes  in  any  way  ? — Yes. 

8145.  Why  ? — Because  I  wished  it  repealed. 

8146.  Why  did  you  wish  it  repealed  ? — Because  I  do  not  believe  in  the  law. 

8147.  I  understood  you  to  say  your  business  had  increased  in  Fredericton  and  else- 
where where  the  Scott  Act  is  in  force  ? — Yes. 

*        8148.  And  I  presume  your  business  has  been  enlarged  in  consequence  1 — Yes. 

8149.  Can  you  explain  why  you  desire  to  see  that  Act  repealed  when  it  has  increased 
your  business  1 — I  do  not  believe  in  it  on  principle,  and  I  think  it  should  be  repealed. 

8150.  Even  though  it  should  decrease  your  business? — I  will  take  my  chances  of 
that.  ^  V 

8151.  Did  you  oppose  the  attempt  in  St.  John  to  adopt  the  Scott  Act? — I  did. 

8152.  Why? — Because  I  object  to  it  as  a  matter  of  principle,  and  do  not  de-jire  to 
be  compelled  to  do  business  in  such  a  way  as  that  indicated  by  the  law. 

8153.  If  the  people  in  St.  John  had  voted  in  favour  of  the  Act,  would  you  have 
continued  in  business  ? — I  am  not  prepared  to  answer  that  question. 

8154.  Do  you  justify  those  who,'in  Scott  Act  counties,  persist  in  carrying  on  the 
drink  trade  ? 

Mr.  GIGAULT  objected  to  the  question. 

Mr.  CLARKE  said  he  thought  the  witness  need  not  answer  that  question. 

Judge  McDONALD  (to  witness) :  You  can  answer  that  question  or  not,  as  you 
like. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

8155.  Is  the  license  law  obsen-ed  in  St.  John? — It  is  fairly  well  observed,  I  think. 

8156.  Do  you  think  it  is  violated  at  all? — Yes. 

8157.  By  many  of  the  licensees  ? — Not  by  many.     I  think  the  majority  observe  it. 

8158.  Do  those  who  observe  the  law,  in  your  belief,  seek  to  bring  to  book  those  who 
do  not  observe  the  law  ? — I  think  not. 

8159.  They  do  not  intei-fere  in  any  way  ? — No,  because  I  have  no  doubt  they 
would  think  it  dishonourable  to  turn  informers. 

8160.  •  You  do  not  think  it  is  honourable  to  complain  of  a  law  breaker ;  or  is  it  only 
when  a  law  breaker  is  in  your  trade  ? — I  do  not  think  you  have  a  right  to  put  that 
construction  upon  what?  I  have  said.  I  think  it  would  be  dishonourable  for  a  liQensee 
to  endeavour  to  get  information  to  use  against  another. 

8161.  If  it  comes  to  his  knowledge  that  another  licensee  is  violating  the  provisions 
of  the  law,  do  you  think  it  would  be  dishonourable  to  correct  that  violation  ? —  I  would 
expect  it  to  be  a  very  flagrant  violation. 

8162.  Do  you  think  in  the  case  of  any  other  law,  the  same  consideration  would 
have  effect  with  you  ? — In  some  circumstances. 

8163.  Do  you  think  it  is  honourable  to  make  a  complaint  of  any  kind  against  a 
law  breaker  ? — I  could  not  answer  that  question  satisfactorily. 

8164.  Do  you  think,  then,  your  traffic  benefits  the  community  ? — In  some  ways,  yes. 

8165.  In  what  ways? — It  might  take  some  time  to  answer  that.  I  might  answer 
by  saying  that  it  is  wonderful  that  many  centuries  have  passed  before  it  was  discovered 
that  this  trade  was  such  an  injury  to  the  public. 

8166.  That  is  not  an  answer.  But  if  you  can  state  the  ways  in  which  it  is  a 
benefit  to  the  public,  I  should  like  to  hear  them  ? — If  I  thought  my  business  was  doing 
any  injury  more  than  any  other  business,  or  to  any  extent  beyond  my  means  of  pro- 
tection, I  would  not  remain  in  it,  because  I  think  my  moral  streiigth  is  just  as  strong 
as  the  average.     I  do  not  want  to  do  an  injury  to  anybody. 

8167.  Did  you  hear  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Bain  yesterday? — I  did  not. 
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8168.  He  said  he  desired  to  get  out  of  the  business  because  of  the  evil  effiscts  of 
it  ? — My  only  reason,  if  I  had  any  idea  of  getting  out  of  it,  would  be  because  an  q)por- 
tunity  is  afforded  people  to  make  them  think  that  they  are  better  than  I  am ;  but  I  have 
good  reasons  for  doubting  it.  I  think  many  men  who  seem  to  think  they  are  much 
better  than  many  people  in  the  trade  are  mistaken.  I'  do  not  think  they  are  justified 
in  their  idea. 

8169.  Was  the  fact  of  your  business  ever  a  bar  to  your  being  a  city  official? — I  do 
not  know  that  it  was.     It  was  made  an  excuse  I  think,  but  not  otherwise 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

8170.  Is  any  difficulty  experienced  by  the  ordinary  traveller  in  Fredericton  in 
getting  liquor  at  the  hotel,  if  he  asks  for  it  % — I  think  not. 


CHARLES  H.  FAIRWEATHER,  of  St.  John,  merchant,  on  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  as  follows  ? — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

8171.  How  long  have  you  A)een  a  merchant  in  St.  John? — For  thirty-eight  years. 

8172.  In  what  line  of  business  are  you  engaged? — Wholesale  grocery. 

8173.  Have  you  been  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade? — Yes. 

8174.  Have  you  held  any  municipal  c^ce  as  Mayor  or  Councillor? — No. 

8175.  Is  the  business  of  St.  John  in  a  fairly  prosperous  condition? — Yes,  fairly 
prosperous. 

8176.  Is  the  city  sober  and  law  abiding  comparatively? — It  is  a  little  difficult  to 
answer  that  question,  but  I  should  judge  it  might  be  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

8177.  Have  you  had  anything  to  do  with  the  liquor  trade  in  any  way? — Not  in 
the  way  of  business  at  all. 

8178.  Have  you  had  any  acquaintance  with  the  Working  of  a  prohibitory  law?— 
Not  of  recent  years.  During  the  past  thirty  years  I  have  been  very  much  interested  in 
procuring  the  enactment  of  a  prohibitory  law ;  I  have  taken  an  active  part  in  that 
movement. 

8179.  Were  you  in  the  Legislature? — Never. 

8180.  Was  that  the  kind  of  law  which  led  to  a  constitutional  crisis  about  1855  or 
1856  or  1857  ? — It  was  a  long  while  ago.     That  was  the  law. 

8181.  You  took  an  interest  in  that? — Yes.     I  desired  its  enactment. 

8182.  It  was  passed  by  the  Legislature? — Yes. 

8183.  Afterwards  there  was  an  election  virtually  upon  that  question? — It  was 
repealed  at  all  events. 

8184.  By  a  new  House  of  Assembly  ? — I  am  under  that  impression. 

8185.  Do  you  remember  how  long  that  law  was  in  force? — My  impression  is  it 
was  in  force  for  a  very  short  time,  I  should  say  less  than  a  year,  but  I  do  not  charge 
myself  with  the  date. 

8186.  Dv)  you  recollect  what  led  to  the  repeal  sentiment? — My  impression  is  that 
it  was  seeing  the  difficulty  of  its  enforcement  and  also  its  practical  non-enforcement 
I  think  these  were  the  reasons. 

8187.  Did  you  know  anything  of  Portland  when  it  was  under  the  Scott  Act? — 
I  really  did  not,  except  just  casually  or  casual  information  that  the  newspapers  gave, 
I  am  not  in  Portland  at  all,  and  really  know  next  to  nothing  about  the  Scott  Act  legis- 
lation and  its  working.  As  a  reader  of  the  papers  I  see  what  happens,  but  I  have  no 
personal  knowledge.     I  am  a  busy  man  and  occupied  with  business. 

8188.  Have  you  formed  an  opinion  as  to  the  effect  of  the  traffic,  as  a  whole,  on 
business  interests  ? — I  can  scarcely  say  that  I  have  considered  its  bearing  upon  trade 
and  business.  J  t  must  have  a  bearing  upon  it,  but,  like  the  weather,  or  like  a  cyclone, 
we  take  it  for  granted  that  we  must  submit  to  it,  and  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  Uiat  I 
have  given  any  consideration  to  it. 
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8189.  Have  you  considered  theeflfect  prohibition  of  the  manufacture,  importation 
and  sale  of  alcoholic  liquors  would  have  on  the  business  community  ] — Without  any 
question,  it  would  have  a  very  damaging  influence  on  business ;  the  ramifications  of  the 
traffic  are  so  numerous. 

8190.  In  case  of  the  enactment  of  such  a  law,  have  you  any  opinion  as  to  the 
propriety  of  making  compensation  to  brewers  and  distillers,  whose  business  would  be 
taken  away  from  them  ? — It  would  strike  me  that  their  business  having  grown  up  under 
the  sanction  of  law,  they  should  be  entitled  to  a  measure  of  compensation.  It  would 
seem  to  me  to  be  an  act  of  justice. 

JBy  Mr.  Gigault  : 

8191.  You  have  had  no  experience  of  the  working  of  the  Scott  Act  jLn  the  counties 
where  it  is  in  force  ? — I  have  not. 

%  Mr.  Clarke  : 

8192.  Do  you  recollect  the  legislation  of  1856,  which  enacted  a  prohibitory  law 
for  this  province  something  similar  to  the  Maine  law  ? — Yes. 

8193.  Was  any  machinery  provided  in  that  Act  for  its  enforcement? — I  cannot 
say,  but  I  should  take  it  for  granted  that  there  was ;  I  cannot  say,  of  my  own  recol- 
lection. 

8194.  Do  you  recollect  if  the  Act  met  with  the  approval  of  the  large  majority  of 
the  members  of  the  Legislature  ? — I  am  not  able  to  remember  the  majorities  that  were 
given  on  the  vote. 

8195.  Was  it  not  a  pretty  high-handed  proceeding  of  the  Governor  at  that 
time  to  dismiss  his  Ministry,  which  had  the  confidence  of  the  Hou«;e  ? — Yes,  I  think  it 
was  so. 

8196.  Do  you  recollect  what  led  to  his  taking  action  ? — I  do  not. 

8197.  Did  he  receive  petitions  and  remonstrances  from  various  parts  of  the  province, 
protesting  against  the  measure  1 — 1  am  not  aule  to  say.  It  is  so  long  ago  that  I  do  not 
remember. 

8198.  He  dismissed  his  Ministers  and  called  in  others,  and  dissolved  the  Legislature 
and  appealed  to  the  country  1 — The  law  was  certainly  repealed,  and  there  was  a  moderate- 
sized  riot  in  St.  John. 

8199.  Over  the  repeal  or  over  the  enactment? — Over  the  enactment  of  the  law. 
Parties  in  favour  of  the  law  were  assaulted ;  but  a  busy  life  obliterates  the  recollection 
of  many  of  these  matters. 

8200.  Was  the  cause  of  temperajice  retarded  or  not  by  the  adoption  of  the  Act  and 
its  subsequent  repeal  ? — I  never  believed  the  cause  of  temperance  was  injured  by  it.  I 
think  the  passage  of  that  law  was  a  sort  of  educational  thing,  a  sort  of  protest  against 
an  evil,  which  had  no  effect  upon  the  people  who  really  desired  to  promote  total 
abstinence. 

8201.  What  effect  did  it  have  on  the  community  generally,  whose  views  on  temp- 
erance were  not  very  strong,  to  see  the  law  flagrantly  violated  while  it  was  nominally 
enforced? — I  suppose  the  effect  on  the  community  was  something  like  the  effect  on  my 
own  mind,  that  it  was  a  question  of  doubt  and  hesitation  whether  any  law  that  is  not 
sustained  by  having  behind  it  a  strong  public  opinion,  is  available  for  the  object  for 
which  it  is  enacted. 

8202.  Do  you  think  the  enactment  of  a  prohibitory  law  at  present,  that  is  a  law 
prohibiting  the  manufacture  and  sale  and  importation  of  liquor,  would  find  a  sufficiently 
strong  public  sentiment  at  its  back  to  enable  it  to  be  efficiently  and  vigorously  enforced 
throughout  the  whole  Dominion  ?-t-I  am  sorry  to  say  I  do  not  think  it  would  be.  I  am 
a  firm  believer  in  Lejjislatures  leading  in  good  and  moral  objects.  I  believe  the  enact- 
ment of  a  prohibitory  law  would  be  of  benefit  in  setting  a  seal  upon  the  traflic  as  being 
of  evil  to  the  community  ;  but  that  it  would  be  observed,  I  have  very  grave  and  serious 
doubts. 

8203.  And  the  moral  effect  of  the  non  observance  of  the  law,  what  would  that  be  ? 
— It  would  be  in  its  effect  like  smuggling,  which  is  supposed  to  deteriorate  the  whole 
moral  tone  of  the  community. 
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By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

8204.  Do  you  think  that  the  existence  of  a  distillery  or  a  brewery  in  a  coramumty 
'  adds  to  the  material  prosperity  or  the  moral  prosperity  of  the  community  1 — I  do  not 
think  it  does. 


JAMES  P.  STEEVES,  M.D.,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  :— 
By  Judge  McDoruxld : 

8205.  What  is  your  residence  ? — Lancaster,  in  the  County  of  St.  John. 

8206.  What  is  your  calling  or  occupation  ? — Superintendent  of  the  Insane  Asylum. 
8207..  How  long  have  you  been  Superintendent  of  the  Asylum  1 — Since  May,  1876. 

8208.  Is  it  a  provincial  institution  ? — Yes. 

8209.  Would  you  tell  the  Commission  the  average  number  of  patients  in  the  asylum 
during  the  last  five  years  ? — About  450. 

8210.  What  proportion  of  males  and  of  females? — There  are  a  few  more  males, 
perhaps  about  25,  than  there  are  females. 

8211.  Did  you  receive  printed  questions  from  the  Commission  some  time  ago?— I 
cannot  say      I  have  been  away  in  Europe  for  the  last  few  months. 

8212.  Do  you  make  inquiry  when  patients  are  brought  in,  or  do  you  obtain  infor- 
mation as  to  what  has  caused  insanity  ? — Yes,  in  every  instance. 

8213.  Are  there  printed  forms  that  are  filled  up  1 — I  make  the  inquiry  myself.  I 
have  a  form. 

8214.  Is  that  sent  to  the  authorities  or  relatives  and  friends  to  be  filled  up! — Yes. 

8215.  Have  you  any  lunatics  who  are  committed  by  the  local  authorities] — They 
are  all  committed  through  the  process  of  law. 

8216.  But  some  come  in  on  medical  certificates,  I  presume,  after  examination  by 
doctors  who  have  examined  them,  without  having  anything  to  do  with  the  officers  of 
the  law  1 — Vei*y  few. 

8217.  Are  they  generally  committed  lunatics? — Yes.  It  is  necessary  with  us  to 
have  no  more  than  the  certificate  of  one  physician.  From  that  physician  we  have  our 
questions  filled.  W^e  receive  a  certain  number  of  patients  without  magisterial  inter- 
ference, on  the  certificate  of  the  physicians  only. 

8218.  Can  you  state  how  large  a  proportion  of  the  patients  in  your  asylum  have 
been  placed  there  in  whose  cases  the  cause  has  beefti  drunkenness  or  the  use  of  intoxica- 
ting liquor  ? — I  think,  according  to  our  statistics,  about  one-eighth  of  the  patients'  cases 
are  due  directly  to  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquor. 

8219.  Are  you  able  to  give  any  information  as  to  whether  any  of  them  are  luna- 
tics indirectly  in  consequence  of  the  use  of  liquor  1 — There  is  a  considerable  number 
where  the  cause  may  be  attributed  to  the  indirect  effects  of  alcoholic  stimulants. 

8220.  Have  you  statistics  to  show  the  proportion  of  those? — I  have  not  very  exact 
statistics.  I  have  not  infonmation  to  enable  me  to  work  out  statistics  of  that  kind  very 
often,  but  in  an  off-hand  way  I  should  say  as  many  more.     At  least  another  eighth. 

8221.  How  is  it  in  reference  to  those  persons  who  are  recovering  their  reason. 
Are  there  many  who  recover  their  reason  ? — Of  those  in  whom  the  supposed  cause  has 
been  intemperance,  very  many  get  well. 

8222.  Do  you  ever  get  them  back  again? — Yes,  frequently. 

8223.  And  they  relapse  afterwards? — Yes. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

8224.  You  say  the  insanity  of  about  one-eighth  of  your  patients  is  due  directly  to 
intemperance  and  about  one-eighth  indirectly  ? — Yes  ;  I  say  that  our  statistics  show  about 
that.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  accord  exactly  with  similar  institutions  or  not.  Very 
likely  they  differ.     Statistics  are  very  uncertain  things.     When  persons  are  engaged  to 

Charles  H.  Fairweather. 
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establish  a  certain  conclusion  they  are  very  apt  to  get  their  statistics  warped  consider- 
ably to  suit  preconceived  notions,  and  where  statistics  are  simply  entefed  without  any 
nodon  as  to  what  their  effect  may  be,  they  are  likely  to  be  quite  different.  I  say  that 
because  our  statistics  may  not  a^ree  with  others. 

8225.  Your  statistics  are  made  up  oh  the  latter  plan,  without  any  p^-econceived 
notion  ? — Entirely  so. 

8226.  And  are  they  more  accurate  on  that  account  ? — I  do  not  know  but  that  that  is 
the  fact. 

8227.  To  what  extent  would  you  say  that  intemperance  has  been  the  predisposing 
cause,  in  either  the  patient  or  his  progenitors,  of  insanity  ?  I  do  not  mean  the  exciting 
cause  but  the  predisposing  cause? — Do  you  mean  as  compared  with  other  causes? 

8228.  Yes ;  that  will  answer  the  question. — Intoxication  or  intemperance  stands 
as  the  leading  cause  of  insanity.  It  stands  pre-eminently  above  any  other  cause.  That 
is  admitted  on  all  hands. 

8229.  Are  idiots  sent  to  your  asylum  ? — Yes. 

8230.  Have  you  found  intemperance  among  their  parents  to  any  extent,  and  to 
what  extent  ? — I  think  it  is  a  notorious  fact  that  copulation  by  drunken  persons  damages 
almost  surely  the  offiipring,  and  I  have  no  doubt,  in  fact  I  know,  that  a  number  of  these 
idiotic  and  imbecile  patients  are  so  because  of  dissipation  or  drunkenness  in  one  or  other 
of  the  parents. 

8231.  Have  you  observed  whether  in  the  cases  of  idiotic  people,  they  are  the  descen- 
dants of  people  not  habitually  drunken  but  habitual  drinkers.  Do  you  find  that 
habitual  drinking  though  it  has  not  reached  the  point  of  actual  drunkenness,  has  an  effect 
on  the  children  ? — I  have  no  doubt  it  has. 

8232.  Do  your  published  reports  show  the  cost  of  the  institution  ? — Yes. 

8233.  And  also  the  amount  contributed  by  paying  patients  ? — Yes. 

8234.  Take  the  matter  of  family  troubles  in  the  classification :  can  you  say  whether 
any  proportion  of  those  arise  from  drink  ? — I  do  not  know  what  proportion,  but  certainly 
a  good  many  of  them  do. 

By  Mr.  Gigault : 

8235.  Have  you  any  statistics  to  show  whether  insanity  is  increasing  or  decreasing 
in  this  province  ? — Yes. 

8236.  What  do  thefje  statistics  demonstrate  ? — They  demonstrate  that  there  is  a 
small  increase  in  the  occurring  cases,  and  that  the  accumulation  of  the  insane  has  very 
widely  increased. 

8237.  Can  you  say  what  increase  has  taken  place  in  proportion  to  the  population  ? — 
No ;  not  exactly. 

8238.  Can  you  furnish  those  statistics  to  this  Commission  ? — No ;  I  can  furnish  my 
reports. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

8239.  You  say  that  insanity  is  increasing  in  the  province  ? — I  said  that  the  accu- 
mulation of  the  insane  in  the  institutions  has  very  largely  increased,  and  that  has  led 
people  to  imagine  there  is  a  large  increase  in  the  occurring  cases,  which  is  not  the  fact. 

8240.  Then  there  is  not  an  increase  in  tjie  province  ? — I  do  not  say  that. 

8241.  Is  there  a  larger  number  or  a  smaller  ? — There  are  more  under  the  cognizance 
of  the  authorities,  because  more  persons  are  sent  to  the  institutions  now  than  were  in 
former  times.  People  are  allowed  to  visit  the  institutions  now  and  to  see  that  the 
patients  are  well  cared  for.  Formerly  they  thought  they  were  kept  there  out  of  spite, 
because  the  authorities  did  not  wish  them  to  be  seen,  and  this  exerted  an  influence  on 
persons  in  not  sending  their  patients  to  the  asylum;  so  the  accumulations  have  increased 
very  greatly.  But  there  has  been  an  erroneous  opinion  as  to  the  increase  over  the 
increase  in  population,  though,  perhaps,  there  is  a  small  increase,  yet  it  is  not  much  out 
of  proportion  to  the  population.  I  think  it  is  admitted  that  there  is  a  small  increase 
everywhere. 

8242.  Is  that  increase  due  to  the  increased  consumption  of  liquor  and  to  the  drink- 
ing habits  of  the  province  ?     I  understood  you  to  say  that  the  majority  of  cases  were 
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due  to  the  consumption  of  liquor  ? — ^Certainly,  I  did  not  say  that.     I  said  directly  and 
indirectly  about  one-fourth. 

8243.  What  are  the  other  causes  1 — Dissipation  of  all  sorts,  troubles,  auxietj,  and 
sorrow,  and  so  on. 

8244.  Do  you  obtain  the  information  from  the  relatives  of  the  people  who  are  com- 
mitted?—Yes. 

8245.  Do  you  find  it  generally  reliable  ? — In  some  measure  it  is  so. 

8246.  What  proportion  of  the  inmates  are  classed  as  Incarcerated  for  unknown 
causes  T — I  cannot  give  you  those  figures,  but  I  can  give  you  them  as  published  in  my 
report ;  but  there  is  quite  a  large  number. 

8247.  One-half? — No,  probably  one-sixteenth. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod: 

8248.  What  do  you  believe  the  effects  upon  the  mental  health  of  the  people 
generally  would  be  eventually  if  a  prohibitory  law  were  in  force  ? — I  think  it  would  be 
of  immense  value. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

8249.  Dr.  Reid,  the  Superintendent  of  the  Nova  Scotia  asylum  for  the  insane, 
writes  me  as  follows  :  "In  regard  to  intemperance  as  a  cause,  I  find  prior  to  1870  it 
was  not  noted ;  subsequent  to  that  time  it  appears,  but  I  consider  it  quite  unreliable, 
because  our  only  ground  of  following  it  out  is  from  the  statement  accompanying  the 
patient,  which  is  often  left  blank,  and  unknown  causes  are  the  most  numerous.  Again, 
a  patient  may  be  put  down  as  a  total  abstainer,  which  may  not  have  been  the  case  for  a  con- 
siderable time  before  his  incarceration  ;  so  that  those  figures  are  utterly  unreliable."  Do 
you  agree  or  do  you  not  with  that  ? — I  do  not  agree  with  it,  though  I  stated  that  statistics 
are  things  that  have  to  be  taken  with  some  discount.  I  do  not  think  they  are  utterly 
unreliable  by  any  means ;  but  so  far  as  the  other  remarks  are  concerned,  they  Are  the 
opinions  of  Dr.  Reid,  and  they  are  not  entirely  in  accord  with  my  experience,  and  I  have 
nothing  to  say  to  them. 


Rev.  WILLIAM  O.  RAYMOND,  of  St.  John,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

8250.  You  are  a  clergyman  ? — A  clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England. 
825 L  How  long  have  you  resided  in  St.  John? — Over  eight  years. 

8252.  Have  you  during  that  time  been  engaged  in  clerical  work  ? — I  have. 

8253.  Do  you  hold  any  official  position  as  Chaplain  or  otherwise  in  connection  with 
the  public  institutions  of  the  city  ? — I  am  the  Protestant  Chaplain  of  the  almshouse. 

8254.  Is  that  a  city  institution  ? — City  and  county. 

8255.  How  many  inmates  are  there  ? — I  am  not  positive  as  to  the  exact  number,  I 
think  from  200  upwards. 

8256.  Would  200inmates  be  the  minimum? — In  certain  seasons  there  might  be  fewer. 

8257.  Part  male  and  part  female  ? — Yes. 

8258.  Which  preponderates  ? — I  should  think  the  number  of  males  was  the  lai^. 

8259.  Ha>fe  you  made  any  inquiries  as  to  the  causes  which  led  to  the  people  going 
to  the  almshouse  ? — Not  systematically. 

8260.  In  what  way? — In  conversation  the  causes  have  often  come  up,  and  I  have 
a  fairly  good  idea. 

826 L  Do  you  know  if  statistics  are  kept  in  reference  to  that  matter  by  the  officers 
of  the  institution  ? — I  am  not  certain  if  the  cause  is  always  put  down.  My  impression 
is  that  it  is. 

8262.  Is  the  Superintendent  here  ? — The  Superintendent,  Mr.  Wetmore,  is  present 
James  P.  Stevens. 
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8263.  Are  you  able  to  state  as  to  the  habits  of  these  people,  whether  they  are 
intemperate  people,  or  the  contrary  1-^1  should  say  that  the  majority  of  the  men  there 
have  been  intemp^drate,  and  quite  a  proportion  of  the  women  also. 

8264.  Do  they  show  it  visibly  in  their  appearance  1 — The  recently  admitted  ones  I 
think  show  it  visibly  ;  the  others  are  in  many  cases  in  broken  down  health,  which  might 
be  caused  by  intemperance  or  other  causes. 

8265.  Have  you  had  anything  to  do  in  connection  with  the  Scott  Act  ] — No. 

8266.  Have  you  been  in  any  county  in  which  it  has  been  in  force  ? — I  am  acquain- 
ted more  or  less  intimately  with  three  counties :  Carleton,  York  and  St.  John.  I  was 
in  York  five  years  while  it  was  in  force. 

8267.  How  did  you  find  it  carried  out  ? — In  Stanley,  one  of  the  most  considerable 
villages,  where  I  lived  for  five  ye^rs,  it  was  enforced  spasmodically,  but  there  was  no 
persistent  effort  to  secure  enforcement. 

8268.  What  is  the  population  of  that  place  ? — The  population  of  the  parish  is  200 
or  300. 

8268a.  Is  there  a  village? — Yes,  a  fairly  sized  village. 

8269.  Do  you  know  the  population  of  the  village  ? — I  should  estimate  about  forty 
families. 

8270.  Two  or  three  hundred  people  1 — Not  moi-e. 

8271.  Was  the  sale  that  did  take  place  in  the  village  or  the  rural  parts,  or  both  ? — 
In  both,  largely  in  the  village. 

8272.  Can  you  state  what  difficulties  there  were  in  the  way  of  enforcement  ?- -Diffi- 
culties that  prevail  everywhere.  Apathy  on  the  part  of  people  and  difficulties  that 
hinder  the  enforcement  of  anything  of  that  kind. 

8273.  How  long  have  you  been  in  holy  orders  1 — Since  1878,  fourteen  years. 

8274.  During  that  time,  have  you  discharged  extra  duties  ? — Yes. 

8275.  Have  you  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  whether  there  has  been  a  growth 
of  temperance  sentiment  among  the  people  during  that  time  %~-l  should  say  so. 

8276.  I  suppose  the  different  religious  communions  work,  as  far  as  they  can,  to 
promote  that  state  of  things  1 — Yes. 

8277.  Have  Tem'perance  associations  and  organizations  been  in  active  operation  in 
New  Brunswick? — Yes. 

8278.  Have  you  noticed  whether  in  counties  where  the  Scott  Act  has  been  carried, 
those  societies  have  still  kept  up  their  work  or  dropped  it,  trusting  to  the  law  to  do  the 
work? — I  am  scarcely  prepared  to  say  whether  that  has  been  the  case  or  not.  I  have 
noticed  regarding  those  movements  that  in  each  case  it  is  like  the  ebbing  and  flowing 
of  the  tide.  Sometimes  there  is  a  good  deal  of  activity  manifested,  but  the  efforts  seem 
to  flag  ;  whether  the  flagging  has  been  coincident  with  the  adoption  of  the  Scott  Act,  I 
can  hardly  tell. 

8279.  Are  you  able  from  your  own  knowledge  and  experience  to  suggest  any 
amendments  to  the  Scott  Act  ? — The  enforcement  of  the  Sc9tt  Act  depends  on  the  offi- 
cial whose  duty  it  is  to  enforce  it.  As  regards  this  matter,  everything  depends  upon 
the  fidelity  of  the  officer  and  his  being  above  the  reach  of  bribes  or  intimidation.  I 
have  thought  out  this  matter  in  all  its  details  and  I  could  give  my  ideas  on  the  subject, 
but  I  do  not  know  that  they  would  be  of  any  great  value  to  the  Commissioners. 

8280.  We  shall  be  very  glad  to  obtain  your  ideas,  as  we  desire  to  gather  sugges- 
tions from  those  who  have  thought  out  the  question? — My  idea  is  that  there  will 
always  be  more  difficulty  in  enforcing  a  prohibitory  law  than  any  other  law  that  can  be 
enacted,  because  a  large  percentage  of  the  population  will  desire  to  violate  that  law 
more  than  any  other  law  that  can  be  placed  on  the  statute-book.  I  take  that  position 
at  the  outset.  The  classes  that  will  be  included  under  that  proportion  of  the  popula- 
tion are,  first,  those  who  are  the  slaves  to  the  appetite  for  strong  drink.  They  will  always 
crave  it  and  be  disposed  to  violate  any  law  that  restrains  them.  The  second  cleiss  is 
composed  of  those  interested  in  the  busineiS  itself,  and  whose  livelihood  for  the  time 
being  depends  upon  the  maintenance  of  that  business.  The  third  class  is  composed  of 
those  who  claim  that  liquor  drinking  within  moderate  limits  is  perfectly  legitimate  and 
who  look  upon  any  prohibitive  legislation  as  an  interference  with  their  personal  liberty. 
These  three  classes  are  all  combined  practically  against  the  enforcement  of  a  prohibitory 
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liquor  law.     Now,  the  influences  that  would  uphold  a  law  of  that  kind  are  to  some 
extent,  supporters  merely  on  the  question  of  principle,  while  the  great  class  of  human- 
ity is  always  controlled  by  motives  of  self  interest.     The  power  that  seeks  to  break 
down  a  prohibitory  liquor  law  is  a  constantly  operating  force.     It  is  a  constantly  opera- 
ting force,  because  so  long  as  men  live  there  will  be  a  certain  number  of  men  who  wanl 
to  drink,  and  their  appetites  will  sustain  them  in  their  desire  to  break  down  a  prohibi- 
tory liquor  law.     It  is  a  constantly  operating  force  in  regard  to  those  engaged  in  the 
business,"  and  whose  pecuniary  interest  it  is  day  by  day  to  sustain  or  maintain  that 
trade.     It  is  to  some  extent  a  constantly  operating  force  on  the  part  of  those  who  con- 
tend that  drinking  in  moderation  is  legitimate,  and  who,  of  course,  so  long  as  they  hold 
that  opinion,  desire  to  indulge  to  that  extent.     So  we  must  expect  that  the  forces 
brought  to  bear  against  the  prohibitory  Act  will  be  in  constant  operation.     To  maintain 
that  Act  there  must*  also  be  a  constantly  operating  sentiment  among  the  people  in  its 
favour,  I  take  it,  and  the  great  difficulty  always  seems  to  be  to  maintain  that  sentiment, 
for  the  reason  that  there  is  a  very  large  percentage  of  the  population  not  very  directly 
interested  in  it.     They  are  the  descendants  of  temperance  parents.    They  are  not  them- 
selves in  any  way    injured  by  the  existence  of  the  traffic,    and  until   they  become 
personally  interested  their  interest   in   it   is   lax.     I  may  give  an  illustration  before 
I    pass    from    that    point :     You    may    reason    in    vain    with    a    man    who    does 
not    use    any    influence    to    enforce    the    Act    against    an    unlicensed  dealer  nntil 
perhaps   he   finds  his   son   frequenting   the   place   and   becoming   a  victim  to  intem- 
perance.     Then     he    has    a     personal    interest,    and    he     goes    to    the    man   and 
tells  him  that  if  he  sells  to  his  son — and  he  may  go  further^— he  will  enforce  the  Act 
against  him.     In  such  cases  there  are  motives  of  self-interest  which  come  in,  but  with 
the  great  mass  of  people  there  is  this  la-cking  and  the  matter  does  not  come  home  per- 
sonally to  them,  unless  their  interest  in  the  general  welfare  of  humanity  ip  suflSciently 
strong  to  stir  them  up  on  behalf  of  others  who  are  not  specially  interested,  and  they  are 
apt  to  become  dispirited  and  lukewarm.     Then  again  the  influence  that  should  be 
brought  to  bear  should  be  exercised  by  the  officer  appointed  to  enforce  the  Act    An 
officer  might  be  so  conscientious  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  that  he  would  take  the 
position  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Grant  has  taken  in  Sussex,  and  press  the  law  for  the  sake  of 
humanity  and  take  up,  what  is  certainly  a  very  unpleasant  position,  in  order  that  he 
might  succeed  in  maintaining  the  law.     But  the  great  majority  of  those  persons  who 
enforce  the  law  will  have  to  be  paid  for  it.     With  them  it  is  a  question  of  self  interest 
Nearly  all  work  done  is  done  by  persons  who  are  paid  for  doing  it.     If  you  have  highly 
moral  men  holding  those  positions  they  will  be  above  bribes,  otherwise  there  will  be  no 
security  that  the  persons  appointed  to  carry  out  the  law  may  not  receive  higher  pecuni- 
ary consideration  for  ignoring  the  law  and  causing  it  to  become  practically  a  dead  letter. 
I  have  looked  at  the  question  from  a  judicial  point  of  view,  and  have  dwelt  upon  some 
of  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  enforcement  of  the  law.    One  other  point  I  might  touch 
upon  is  this  :  It  has  been  s^id  that  we  have  power  under  the  law  placed  upon  the  sta- 
tute-book to  have  prohibition  in  certain  localities  and  that  until  the  temperance  people 
show  their  power  to  enforce  prohibition  through  the  local  working  of  the  law  within  a 
certain  ward  or  part  of  a  city,  there  is  no  indication  of  the  (existence  of  sufficient  public 
sentiment  to  warrant  a  prohibitory  law.     I  think,  however,  that  that  argument  is  very 
much  weakened  by  the  fact  that  you  cannot  have  this  question  considered  without  per- 
sonal interests  being  drawn  into  it  as  regards  the  signing  of  a  petition  to  prohibit  the 
sale  of  liquor  within  the  ward.     An  individual  may  say  :  I  am  prepared  to  vote  for  pro- 
hibition, and  I  think  the  city  should  appoint  officers  to  enforce  it.     But  he  may  say:  I 
am  not  prepared  to  have  my  good  customers  come  to  me  and  say :  you  have  signed  this 
petition,  and  therefore  we  withdraw  our  trade  from  your  shop.     The  Commissioners 
will  see  the  point  I  desire  to  make,  namely,  that  there  are  local  questions  which  may  be 
brought  to  bear  with  respect  to  limited  areas  which  would  not  apply  in  the  same  way 
to  larger  areas.     T  am  on  the  whole  in  favofir  of  the  appointment  of  Dominion  officials, 
and  I  hold  that  every  safeguard  possible  should  be  thrown  around  the  appointment 
of  those  officers  in  order  to  make  them  men  who  would  carry  out  faithfully  the  duties 
which  they  are  appointed  to  perform. 
Rev.  William  O.  Raymond. 
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By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod : 

8281.  Have  you  had  any  opportunity  to  compare  the  condition  of  communities 
under  license  law  with  the  condition  of  communities  under  enforced  prohibition  ? — No, 
I  have  not.  I  have  occasionally  visited  the  State  of  Maine,  but  I  am  not  in  a  position 
to  draw  any  inference  from  it. 

8282.  Do  you  believe  well  enforced  prohibition  would  in  any  degree  benefit  the 
country  at  large  ? — Certainly,  if  prohibition  were  enforced,  the  general  result  on  the 
community  would  be  for  the  good  of  the  community. 

8283.  Do  you  believe  that  laws  against  admitted  evils  have  any  effect  in  shaping  public 
opinion  in  regard  to  those  evils  ? — That  depends  whether  the  laws  are  enforced  or  not. 

8::84.  What  do  you  understand  by  "  enforced  "  ? — If  a  certain  percentage,  if  75  per 
cent,  speaking  off-hand,  of  the  trangressors  of  the  law  receive  due  punishment  for  the 
transgression,  I  should  say  that  the  law  worked  fairly  welL 

8285.  Do  you  regard  a  law  as  a  failure  if,  there  being  an  attempt  made  to  enforce 
it,  it  is  for  a  length  of  time  obstructed  by  apj;^ls  to  the  Law  Courts  ? — Not  necessarily,  if 
ultimately  the  law  is  established  as  workable. 

8286.  Would  you  charge  that  non-enforcement  to  the  law  or  to  the  lack  of  public 
sentiment,  or  would  you  hold  responsible  the  obstruction  and  obtructionists  1 — I  would 
hold  responsible  both  the  obstruction  and  obstructionists  and  also  the  framers  of  the  law. 

8287.  You  would  not  hold  responsible  the  principle  that  is  in  the  law? — Certainly  not. 

8288.  You  are  Protestant  Chaplain  of  the  Almshouse,  I  understand.  About  what 
proportion,  approximately,  of  the  inmates  of  the  Almshouse,  both  men  and  women,  are  so 
because  of  the  drink  trade  and  drink  habit  1  I  may  explain  that  when  I  speak  of  the 
drink  habit,  I  mean  the  drink  habit  not  only  on  the  part  of  the  alcoholics,  but  on  the 
part  of  those  on  whom  they  were  previously  dependent  ? — The  only  data  I  have  from 
which  to  arrive  at  any  conclusion  would  be  the  information  gathered  from  them.  1  think 
I  may  fairly  say  that  with  very  few  exceptions,  they  have  been  people  who  have  been 
intemperate,  and  I  also  know  that  it  is  with  the  greatest  difficulty  the  inmates  obtain 
leave  from  the  Su]>erintendent  to  go  into  town,  because  they  are  so  liable  to  return  in  a 
state  of  intoxication,  if  they  have  sufficient  money  to  get  drink. 

8289.  Some  of  the  women  have  also,  I  suppose,  become  intemperate  1 — The  older 
women  usually  become  so ;  I  will  not  say  altogether  they  are  so,  because  there  are  a  few 
who  have  been  compelled  to  go  there  from  causes  beyond  their  own  control,  but  there 
are  quite  a  large  number  of  intemperate  women. 

8290.  Are  there  quite  a  larg^  number  of  children  in  the  Almshouse  ? — Yes,  about 
forty  children. 

8291.  As  to  those  women  and  as  to  the  children,  has  any  proportion  of  them  been 
brought  into  the  Almshouse  because  of  the  intemperance  of  others  ?— I  could  hardly 
give  you  an  answer  to  that  question. 

8292.  Are  those  children  of  drunken  parents  who  are  now  living  or  deceased  ? — I 
have  only  an  impression  that  in  most  cases  the  fathers  have  been  drinking  men. 

8293.  Are  some  of  the  women,  wives  or  widows  of  men  who  wasted  their  substance 
and  lives  by  drinking? — Very  few. 

8294.  What  is  the  avowed  position  on  the  liquor  question  of  the  religious  denomi- 
nation to  which  you  belopg  ? — I  thought  perhaps  that  question  might  be  asked  and  I  have 
brought  here  copies  of  the  resolutions  that  will  be  found  on  the  journals  of  the  Synod. 
Only  three  resolutions  have  been  passed,  as  far  as  I  am  aware. 

8295.  Is  the  feeling  of  your  denomination  in  opposition  to  the  drink  trade  increasing, 
or  is  at  a  standstill,  or  is  it  decreasing  ? — I  should  say  that  as  against  the  evils  of  drunk- 
enness the  feeling  is  constantly  increasing. 

8296.  Aside  from  that,  is  the  feeling  not  only  against  the  evils  of  drunkenness  but 
against  legalizing  the  drink  trade,  corresponding  to  the  action  taken  by  the  Synod  ? — I 
should  suppose  there  would  be  a  stronger  feeling  in  that  direction  than  formerly. 

8297.  Does  it  find  expression  in  the  utterance  of  the. Synod? — Yes,  the  resolutions 
are  very  short. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

8298.  Will  you  please  read  them  ? — Yes.     [Appendix  No.  10.] 
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JOHN  KELLY,  of  St.  John,  carriage  maker,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
follows : — 

By  Judge  McDmicdd : 

8299.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  St.  John  ? — About  thirty-five  or  thirty-six 
years. 

8300.  How  long  have  you  been  an  Alderman  of  this  city  % — About  nine  years. 
Eleven  years  have  elapsed  since  I  was  elected,  but  I  was  out  two  years. 

8301.  Have  you  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  the  working  of  the  license  law 
in  St.  John  ? — Ye»,  for  the  last  nineteen  years 

8302.  Do  you  consider  it  has  been  beneficially  enforced  ? — I  do,  as  regards  the 
present  law. 

8303.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  in  New  Bruns- 
wick ? — We  had  the  Scott  Act  for  a  number  of  years  in  Portland. 

8304.  Did  you  reside  in  Portland  %—Y^s.  ' 

8305.  How  did  you  find  the  Act  work  there  % — It  seemed  to  work  very  unsatis- 
factorily to  my  mind.  We  had  a  great  many  places  selling  liquor  without  any  con- 
sideration as  regards  quality,  or  the  class  of  persons  who  disposed  of  it. 

8306.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  working  of  the  Act  in  the  rural  districts  out- 
side of  St.  John  % — I  do  not  know  much  about  it,  any  more  than  when  in  those  dis- 
tricts I  wanted  a  drink  I  could  always  get  it. 

8307.  You  have  visited  those  sections  of  the  province  ? — Yes. 

8308.  And  you  found  sale  of  liquor  there  % — I  never  found  a  place  yet  where  I 
could  not  get  it,  if  I  wanted  it,  either  in  these  Scott  Act  towns  or  parishes.  I  am  not 
a  drinking  man,  but  yet  I  have  always  been  in  the  habit  of   using  liquor. 

8309.  Can  you  suggest  any  legislation  that  would  make  the  Act  more  efficient  ?— I 
think  the  Act  at  present  is  about  the  best  one  we  could  have. 

8310.  Is  it  the  Scott  Act  or  the  license  law  ? — I  mean  the  present  license  law. 

8311.  It  appears,  then,  that  the  Scott  Act  was  not  observed  in  the  rural  districts 
of  Portland  ;  what  was  the  cause  in  Portland  of  the  Act  not  working  ? — I  do  not  think 
that  any  Act  will  work  satisfactorily  where  you  prohibit. 

8312.  You  do  not  think  any  amendment  of  the  Act  would  make  it  workable  ?- 
None  that  I  can  see,  where  you  prohibit  people  from  getting  what  they  wish. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod  : 

8313.  Why  did  the  Scott  Act  not  work  in  Portland  satisfactorily  ;  state  what  the 
trouble  was  there  1 — I  should  say  in  regard  to  that  matter  that  I  do  not  think  an  Act 
of  that  kind  could  possibly  be  enforced. 

8314.  That  is  not  an  answer  to  the  question.  There  must  be  some  reason  or 
reasons  why  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  in  Portland  di,d  not  operate.  What  were  the 
reasons ;  are  you  aware  of  them  1 — I  do  not  know  any  reason  more  than  that  the 
people  will  have  what  they  want,  and  what  they  are  willing  to  pay  for, 

8315.  That  is  your  knowledge  of  the  matter  ? — Yes. 

8316.  You  have  expressed  yourself  as  satisfied  with  the  present  license  law  ? — Yes. 
I  think  there  are  some  few  restrictions.  Perhaps  it  is  the  best  law  we  could  possibly 
have. 

8317.  What  features  of  the  present  license  law  do  yOu  approve? — I  approve  of 
local  option  through  and  through.  I  believe  in  the  restricting  of  licenses  to  as  few 
persons  as  possible,  to  make  the  licenses  fairly  high,  and  to  get  the  best  people  you  can 
possibly  get  into  the  business.     In  that  way  you  adopt  the  best  measures. 

8318.  You  think  the  law  has  that  effect?— Yes. 

8319.  Do  you  approve  of  the  restrictive  features  of  the  present  license  law? — I  da 

8320.  The  provision  that  prohibits  the  sale  on  Sabbath  ? — I  do. 

8321.  And  after  a  certain  hour  each  day,  and  before  a  certain  hour  each  morning? 
— I  do  not  think  there  should  be  any  prohibition  of  the  sale  of  liquor  from  Monday 
morning  at  six  o'clock  till  Saturday  night  at  seven  o'clock,  and  between  those  times 
liquor  should  be  sold  as  freely  as  other  articles. 

John  Kelly. 
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8322.  Do  you  believe  there  should  be  prohibition  as  regards  the  Sabbath  ? — Yes,  I 
would  enforce  that, 

8323.  Then  you  object  to  the  {eatures  of  prohibiting  the  sale  before  certain  hours 
in  the  morning,  and  after  certain  hours  at  night  ? — There  are  other  sections  I  object  ta 

8324.  What  are  they  1  I  beJieve  that  when  once  a  person  has  been  granted  a 
license  he  should  retain  his  license  until  he  breaks  the  law,  or  does  some,  act  that  is  in 
opposition  to  the  law,  without  being  compelled  to  go  round  with  a  petition  and  ask  for 
the  signatures  of  a  certain  number  ol  pefsons  in  his  ward. 

8325.  You  believe  that  he  should  have  a  license  in  perpetuity,  unless  he  violatee 
the  law  1 — Yee ;  and  the  moment  he  breaks  the  law,  it  should  be  taken  from  him. 

8326.  Do  you  think  that  any  licensee  does  violate  the  law  ? — I  notice  sometimes  in 
the  newspapers  that  they  are  fined. 

8327.  You  think  the  license  law  is  good  because  it  places  the  trade  in  the  hands  of 
a  better  class  of  people  ? — Yea. 

8328.  I  presume  you  have  your  idea  as  to  which  is  the  better  class  of  men.  Do 
you  know  if  this  better  class  of  men  violate  any  provision  of  the  license  law,  hotel 
keepers  for  instance  1 — I  do  not  think  I  should  answer  that  question. 

8329.  Do  you  have  reason  to  believe  so  1 — I  have  no  reason. 

8330.  The  better  class  of  men  would  be  under  the  necessity  of  going  round  for  sig- 
natures from  year  to  year  because  they  are  violators  o^  the  law  ? — To  some  extent  it  is 
true,  but  you  are  aware  that  respectable  persons  can  get  what  they  require  in  hotels,  or 
elsewhere,  when  they  are  willing  to  pay  for  it. 

8331.  I  find  you  object -to  the  license  law  not  in  regard  to  its  authority  to  sell, 
but  in  regard  to  its  prohibitory  provisions,  or  at  least  to  some  of  them  ? — Yes. 

8332.  Would  you  have  the  sale  more  free  than  it  is  ? — Not  more  free  than  it  is. 
I  would  have  a  person  who  is  in  a  legitimate  business — and  it  must  be  legitimate  when 
it  is  aUowed  by  statute — allowed  to  dispose  of  his  goods  the  same  as  any  ordinaiy  trader 
is  allowed  to  da 

8333.  Then  you  would  not  have  any  licenses  ? — I  certainly  would  have  licenses, 
but  I  would  also  restrict  the  number  of  persons  who  should  have  the  right  to  sell  liquor. 

8334.  You  said  you  would  not  have  the  parties  interfered  with  ? — That  is,  when  you 
have  appointed  a  certain  number  of  persons  and  given  them  licenses  in  respective  districts. 

8335.  Why  limit  the  number  of  sellers  of  liquor  and  not  limit  the  number  of 
carriage  makers? — It  has  always  been  a  business  that  ^to  some  extent  has  been 
watched,  the  world  over.  My  experience  in  regard  to  the  Scott  Act  was  this : 
We  had  120  or  130  places  selling  liquor  at  the  north  end,  with  a  population  of  about 
15,000,  whereas  now  the  number  is  in  the  vicinity  of  35.  We  find  a  difference  in  that 
respect.  Years  ago,  long  before  the  present  Act  came  into  force,  when  I  was  a  boy,  it 
was  common  to  see  people  drunk  in  the  part  of  the  city  to  which  I  belong ;  now  it  is 
very  rare  to  see  such  an  occurrence. 

8336.  You  are  a  carriage  maker,  I  believe ;  do  you  employ  many  men  ? — Yes. 

8337.  How  many?— 12,  16  or  18. 

8338.  Do  you  find  the  drink  trade  affect  your  men  at  all  ? — No. 

8339.  Are  they  drinking  men  ? — No.  So  far  as  drink  is  concerned,  some  do  drink, 
but  not  to  excess. 

8340.  In  employing  skilled  workmen,  do  you  give  preference  to  men  who  do  not 
drink  f — No,  I  never  did.  There  are  not  many  mechanics  so  devoid  of  self-respect  as  to 
be  continually  drunk. 

8341.  You  do  not  come  in  contact  with  that  class  of  mechanics  1 — No. 

8342.  Have  you  ever  had  any  trouble  with  men  on  account  of  drinking  ? — No. 

8343.  Did  you  ever  discharge  any  man  on  account  of  drunkenness  ? — Yes,  one  man 
during  my  lifetime. 

8344.  Do  you  believe  the  drink  habit  and  the  drink  trade  affect  in  any  way  your 
business  injuriously  1 — Not  to  my  knowledge. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

8345.  Have  you  had  any  experience  of  the  prohibitory  law  in  the  State  of  Maine  1 — 
I  have  been  in  Maine  quite  often.     I  have  had  liquor  there  when  I  wanted  it. 
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8346.  Have  the  people  not  prohibition  there  ? — Not  for  any  person  who  wante 
liquor,  for  he  can  get  it. 

8347.  During  the  time  the  Scott  Act  was  the  law  in  Portland,  was  it  largely  dis- 
regarded ? — Entirely  so. 

8348.  How  many  places  were  selling  liquor  1 — Under  the  present  license  law  there 
are  about  1 20  selling  at '  the  north  end,  and  there  must  have  been  at  least  that  namber 
or  more  selling  under  the  Scott  Act. 

8349.  It  has  been  stated  in  eWdence  that  the  non-enforcement  of  the  law  was  owing 
to  legal  difficulties  and  obstacles  that  were  overruled  on  the  cases  being  brought  before  the 
Supreme  Court :  did  that  condition  exist  during  the  whole  time  the  law  was  on  the 
statute-book  ] — No. 

8350.  Have  you  \dsited  the  different  parts  of  the  province  1 — Almost  all  the 
counties  where  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force. 

8351.  How  have  you  found  it  to  be  observed? — I  do  not  know  what  they  call 
observing  the  Act,  but  I  could  get  whatever  I  asked  for. 

8352.  Is  liquor  sold  without  any  restriction  1 — I  think  so. 

8353.  Are  the  temperance  people  now  living  under  legal  difficulties  ? — It  is  some- 
what that  way,  but  there  need  be  no  difficulties. 

8354.  But  the'  evidence  goes  to  show  that  the  law  in  some  places  is  pretty  well 
enforced,  they  having  got  rid  of  legal  difficulties  ? — ^Where  the  law  is  in  force  liquor  can 
always  be  got. 

8355.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  operation  of  the  ScOtt  Act  in  Nova  Scotia!— 
I  have  been  there. 

8356.  How  is  the  Scott  Act  observed  there? — I  do  not  think  it  is  any  better 
observed  there  than  here. 

8357.  Do  you  ever  go  over  to  Fredericton  ? — Yes,  quite  often. 

8358.  How  is  it  observed  there  ? — There  is  not  much  difficulty  in  getting  Uquor. 

8359.  Commercial  travellers  at  the  hotels  have  not  much  difficulty  in  getting 
liquor,  I  suppose  ? — No,  nor  mechanics  either. 

8360.  Is  it  kept  for  sale  at  the  hotels  ? — I  would  rather  not  answer  that  question. 


EDWIN  J.  WETMORE,  of  St.  John,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  :- 
Bi/  Judge  McDonald : 

8361.  You  are  Secretary  of  the  Almshouse  Commissioners,  I  understand? — Yes. 

8362.  Have  you  any  records  with  you  regarding  the  inmates  of  the  institution?— 
I  have  statistics  here  as  to  the  numbers.  *    ^ 

8363.  Please  state  the  numbers? — At  this  season  of  the  Jear  we  always  have  fewer 
inmates  than  in  the  winter  season,  when  they  will  run  as  high  as  200.  We  have  now 
162 ;  64  men,  69  women  and  29  children. 

8364.  Have  you  any  statistics  showing  the  previous  habits  of  those  people  ?— We 
have  only  the  form  of  information  obtained  from  them.  We  have  a  schedule  which  is 
filled  up. 

8365.  How  are  they  admitted ;  is  it  by  an  order  of  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  ? — They 
are  admitted  on  the  order  of  a  Commissioner. 

8366.  What  is  the  length  of  stay ;  is  it  during  pleasure  ? — A  person  may  be 
admitted  on  account  of  not  being  in  good  health,  and  when  he  recovers  he  goes  out 

8367.  What  is  the  annual  cost  of  the  institution? — Between  $12,000  and 
$13,000. 

8368.  By  what  authority  is  it  paid  ? — It  is  paid  by  the  Municipal  Council  of  the 
city  and  the  county — it  is  paid  by  taxation. 

8369.  Is  it  part  of  the  municipal  machinery  ? — Yes. 

John  Kelly.  ^ 
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By  Rev.  I>r,  McLeod: 

8370.  Did  yxyxx  hear  the  statement  of  Rev.  Mr.  Raymond  ? — Yes. 

8371.  Do  you  concur  in  his  statement  with  respect  to  the  percentage  of  the  inmates 
who  are  there  because  of  intemperance,  directly  or  indirectly  ? — From  my  knowledge  of 
the  matter  I  should  think  there  is  a  large  percentage  due  to  the  use  of  intoxicating 
drink,  the  use  of  drink  being  the  real  cause  of  their  coming  to  the  institution. 

8372.  Have  you  anything  to  do  with  outdoor  pauperism  ? — Yes.  The  Commis- 
sioners devote  a  certain  sum  annually  to  that  object. 

8373.  Do  you  find  any  percentage  of  that  outdoor  pauperism  to  be  treaceable  to 
drink  ? — A  large  percentage  of  it  is  traceable  to  drink. 

8374.  We  understand  you  are  also  Secretary  of  the  Society  of  the  Prevention  of 
Cruelty  to  Animals  :  does  your  work  in  that  society  authorize  you  also  to  prevent  cruelty 
to  women  and  children  ? — It  does. 

8375.  Have  you  much  of  that  work  to  do? — Not  so  much  as  the  society  in  Hali 
fax,  because  our  laws  do  not  cover  that  completely. 

8376.  I  noticed  that  the  Agent  there  had  a  good  deal  to  do  in  that  direction? — We' 
have  a  provincial  law,  but  it  does  hot  cover  so  much  ground  as  the  law  in  Halifax. 

8377.  Have  you  had  enough  to  do  with  the  law  to  enable  you  to  say  whether  any 
considerable  percentage  of  the  cases  of  cruelty  in  homes,  cruelty  to  wives  and  children 
is  traceable  to  the  drink  habit  ? — It  is  a  large  percentage. 

8378.  How  large  ?— Fully  75  per  cent. 

8379.  Have  you  stated  what  percentage  of  the  pauperism  is  traceable  to  drink  ? — 
I  think  it  would  be  fully  60  per  cent. 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

8380.  You  say  there  are  a  larger  number  of  inmates  in  the  winter  than  in  the 
summer  ? — Yes,  as  the  cold  weather  comes  on  the  number  increases.  They  make  it  a 
home  for  the  winter. 

8381.  Is  there  abundant  employment  in  the  winter  months? — We  give  them  all 
the  employment  we  can. 

8382.  I  me^n  outside  of  your  house.  Is  there  abundant  employment  during  the 
winter  for  the  working  classes? — T  cannot  say  ;  I  think  there  is  a  scarcity  of  employ- 
ment. 

8383.  Is  employment  more  difficult  to  obtain  in  winter  than  in  summer  ? — Yes. 

8384.  Do  you  attribute  the  increased  number  of  inmates  to  lack  of  employment  ? 
— In  some  cases. 

8385.  If  there  was  abundant  employment  during  the  winter,  would  there  be  as 
many  inmates  ? — They  state  that  they  cannot  get  employment. 

8386.  Are  they  forced,  then,  to  go  into  the  almshouse  because  they  cannot  find 
employment  ? — Yes. 

8387.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  they  are  stating  what  is  not  the  fact  when 
they  make  that  assertioif  ? — I  think  in  a  great  many  cases  it  is  their  own  fault. 

8388.  That  it  is  on  account  of  their  intemperate  habits  ? — Yes. 

8389.  Do  your  statistics  show  the  number  of  inmates  there  on  account  of  intem- 
perate habits  ? — No  ;  we  can  only  judge  from  the  information  obtained  from  them  at 
the  time  they  are  admitted. 

8390.  Do  you  attempt  to  classify  that  information  and  make  it  available  in  the 
annual  report  ? — No.    We  did  attempt  to  get  it,  but  we  found  it  a  very  difficult  matter. 

8391.  What  proportion  of  the  inmates  come  from  the  county  of  St.  John? — The 
proportion  from  the  county  is  small. 

8392.  What  is  the  population,  roughly  speaking,  of  the  city  of  St.  John  ? — I  think 
it  is  45,000. 

8393.  What  is  the  population  of  the  county,  apart  from  the  city  ? — I  cannot  say 
from  memory.     I  file  copy  of  my  report. 
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Hon.  THOMAS  R.  JONES,  qf  St.  John,  commission  merchant,  on  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  as  follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

8394.  I  understand  you  are  a  member  of  the  Legislative  Coimcil  of  the  province  f 
—Yes. 

8395.  Have  you  in  any  way  been  connected  with  the  administration  either  of  the 
license  law  or  the  Scott  Act  ? — Not  with  the  administration  of  the  Scott  Act,  but  with 
the  administration  of  the  license  law. 

8396.  In  what  capacity  ? — As  sitting  Police  Magistrate. 

8397.  Of  the  city?— Yes. 

8398.  How  did  you  find  the  old  license  law  work  1  Was  it  efficiently  enforced?— 
I  have  been  over  twenty  yeajrs  sitting  Police  Magistrate.  The  old  law  was  very 
difficult  to  carry  out. 

8399.  And  the  present  law  ;  do  you  find  it  an  efficient  law  1 — It  is  a  very  good 
law.  The  present  law  is  virtually  a  copy  verbatim  -of  the  Canada  License  Act,  which 
was  declared  ultra  vires  by  the  casting  vot^  of  Lord  Coleridge  in  London. 

8400.  Do  you  find  there  has  been  an  increase  or  decrease  of  drunkenness  in  the 
city,  judging  from  the  cases  that  appear  before  you  ? — There  has  been  a  large  decrease 
since  the  present  Act  has  been  in  force.  The  Dominion  License  Act  was  in  force  under 
Commissioners  for  two  or  three  years.  That  worked  very  well  indeed,  and  we  were 
very  sorry  indeed  when  it  was  declared  to  be  ultra  vires.  However,  the  Legislature 
afterwards  passed  an  Act  as  nearly  as  possible  a  copy  of  that  Act,  and  we  have  had  no 
fault  to  find  with  the  working  of  it  so  far  since  its  adoption. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

8401.  Have  you  had  any  experience  of  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act?— Not 
officially,  but  from  my  personal  observation  I  have. 

8402.  To  what  conclusion  did  your  obsei*vation  lead  you  ? — In  my  opinion  it  does 
about  as  much  harm  as  good,  for  the  reason  that  I  believe  it  is  evaded  to  a  great  extent 
This  is  likely  to  be  the  case  when  people  observe  that  a  law  is  not  carried  out,  and  it 
has  not  been  carried  out  in  any  county  within  my  knowledge.  Then  there  is  another 
portion  of  the  community  who  do  not  care  to  have  any  legislative  statute  setting  out 
what  they  shall  eat  and  what  they  shall  drink,  and  they  will  violate  the  law.  I  believe 
the  law  is  violated  to  a  large  extent  through  the  people  looking  at  it  from  that  stand- 
point. 

8403.  Do  you  think  if  a  prohibitory  law  were  enacted  by  the  Dominion  Parliament, 
in  the  present  state  of  public  opinion,  it  could  be  enforced  ? — I  do  not,  and  I  will  give 
my  reasons.  In  the  first  place,  if  you  do  away  with  the  importation  and  manufacture 
of  ^liquor,  how  are  you  going  to  prevent  smuggling  all  along  our  borders  ?  At  the  pre- 
sent time,  in  the  Lower  St.  Lawrence,  a  very  large  quantity  of  liquor  is  being  smuggled 
from  St.  Pierre  into  our  northern  counties.  So  far  as  regards  making  up  the  amount  of 
loss  to  the  Inland  Revenue  caused  by  prohibiting  importation,  say  $8,000,000,  I  do  not 
consider  that  would  be  a  great  difficulty  for  the  Dominion  Government  to  cope  with,  as 
I  believe  the  amount  could  be  replaced.  But  the  difficulty  would  be  to  keep  liquor  out 
of  our  borders.  I  believe  it  would  take  more  than  eight  millions  a  year  to  do  it^  and 
then  it  would  not  be  effectually  done. 

8404.  On  account  of  the  length  of  our  coast  line  ? — Yes,  especially  when  you  take 
the  Pacific  Coast  along  British  Columbia,  and  also  the  boundary  line  between  the 
United  States  and  Canada.  I  believe  myself  that  temperance  should  be  encouraged  in  the 
schools,  and  that  it  should  be  taught  the  children  by  means  of  text  books,  and  thus  the 
younuj  people  would  be  brought  up  with  temperance  principles.  Then  let  the  ladies  work 
in  the  cause  as  they  do  now,  and  also  the  clergymen,  and  I  believe  the  clergymen  of  all 
denominations  now  are  endeavouring  to  suppress  drunkenness  as  much  as  possible.  I 
believe  it  would  be  far  better  for  the  Dominion  to  regulate  the  sale  of  liquor  by  means 
of  a  general  law,  and  then  chain  down  the  liquor  traffic  as  much  as  possible  year  after 

Hon.  Thomas  R.  Jones. 
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year.    That  would  remedy  the  evil,  I  think,  more  eflfectually  than  can  be   done  in  any 
other  way. 

8405.  As  to  the  non-enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act :  do  the  legal  obstacles  which 
have  been  raised  stand  in  the  way  of  its  enforcement  1 — I  do  not  think  there  has  ever 
been  a  majority  of  the  votes  polled  at  any  Scott  Act  election.  I  ,am  certain  that  in 
some  counties  only  one-hnlf  of  the  vote  has  been  polled,  and  it  has  been  made  up  of 
extreme  temperance  men  on  the  one  side  and  liquor  dealers  on  the  other,  the  other 
people  remaining  indifferent.  They  said  :  So  far  as  we  are  concerned  it  does  not  affect 
us  in  any  way.  There  really  has  never  been  a  majority  yet  who  wished  to  put  the  Scott 
Act  in  force.  It  should  not  be  placed  on  the  statute  book  unless  a  majority  of  the 
regular  voters  have  cast  their  votes  in  favour  of  the  adoption  of  the  Act. 

8406.  When  you  say  that  a  great  many  argue  that  the  Act  did  not  affect  them,  do 
you  mean  that  under  it  they  could  procure  any  liquor  they  might  want  ?— From  my 
observation  of  counties  in  which  I  have  been,  I  have  never  yet  seen  any  trouble  in 
regard  to  people  getting  liquor. 

8407.  Then  the  law  does  not  prohibit? — It  does  not,  according  to  my  observation. 

8408.  Have  you  visited  various  cities  of  the  province  ?  Have  you  been  in  Frederic- 
ton  1 — I  have  been  there  on  business  a  short  time. 

8409.  Does  that  condition  of  things  obtain  in  those  places  ? — I  should  judge  it  did 
from  appearances  ;  also  in  York  and  Charlotte. 

8410.  It  has  been  established  in  evidence  that  where  the  people  desire,  they  can 
reasonably  well  enforce  the  Act,  and  where  apathy  prevails,  it  is  on  account  of  the  lack 
of  public  sentiment  in  favor  of  the  Act? — I  have  always  laid  it  down  to  the  lack  of 
public  sentiment. 

8411.  Is  there  any  barrier  in  the  way  of  the  different  municipal  bodies  of  the 
Town  and  County  Councils  appointing  officers  to  enforce  the  law  ? — I  believe  they  try  to 
enforce  the  law,  and  in  some  of  the  municipalities  officers  have  been  appointed  The 
temperance  associations  have  also  appointed  officers.  Legal  gentlemen  have  come  before 
the  Judges  in  cases  under  the  law,  and  these  cases  have  gone  from  court  to  court.  I  may 
say  that,  in  my  opinion,  there  has  been  in  carrying  out  the  law  an  immense  amount  of 
perjury  committed.  Certain  evidence  has  beeh  given  on  the  one  side,  and  other  wit- 
nesses have  sworn  directly  the  opposite.  ^ 

8412.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  an  improvement  on  the  present  condition  of  affairs 
if  the  Dominion  Grovernment  were  to  appoint  officers  to  enforce  the  law  ? — Do  you  mean 
under  the  Scott  Act  ? 

8413.  Yes. — It  might  be  an  improvement,  provided  they  were  well  paid  and  they 
looked  to  holding  their  positions  and  to  carrying  out  the  law. 

8414.  Do  you  think  County  Councils  would  provide  funds  necessary  to  pay  those 
officers  ? — I  doubt  it. 

8415.  What  changes  would  you  suggest,  or  what  amendments  would  you  propose 
in  regard  to  the  Scott  Act,  or  what  additional  machinery  would  you  provide  for  the 
enforcement  of  it  ? — The  amendment  I  suggest  is,  that,  if  possible,  the  British  North 
America  Act  be  altered  and  a  general  license  law,  a  stringent  license  law  for  the  whole 
Dominion,  should  be  enacted  and  carried  out  effectually,  and  the  Scott  Act  repealed. 

8416.  Is  there  not  the  same  license  law  in  New-Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia? — In 
St  John  we  do  not  complain ;  we  have  the  liquor  interest  in  thorough  control  at  the 
present  time.'' 

8417.  Do  you  consider  the  state  of  matters  under  license  here  is  better  than  the 
state  of  affairs  in  other  cities  under  the  Scott  Act  ? — A  great  deal  better. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod: 

8418.  In  what  way  is  the  condition  of  things  in  St.  John  under  license  better  than 
it  is  in  other  places  where  the  Scott  Act  is  in  force?  -For  the  reason  that  licensed 
houses  here  cannot  open  before  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  they  have  to  close  at 
ten  o'clock  at  night  and  at  seven  o'clock  on  Saturday  night  and  all  day  on  the  Sabbath, 
which  is  a  very  good  provision  in  the  law.  Then  on  election  days,  both  for  the  Dominion 
and  the  Province,  they  are  obliged  to  close. 

21—28 
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8419.  Are  they  not  in  all  places  obliged  to  close  on  election  day?  Does  that  apply 
only  to  St.  John  ? — Only  to  St.  John  under  the  License  Act. 

8420.  Does  it  not  apply  to  every  part  of  Canada,  and  is  it  not  a  provision  in  the 
election  law  ? — I  am  not  positive  about  it,  because  a  case  of  that  kind  has  never  came 
before  me.     Our  license  law  has  only  been  in  operation  three  years. 

8421.  You  say  the  license  law  is  better  as  operated  in  St.  John  than  the  Canada 
Temperance  Act  is  as  operated  elsewhere,  because  your  Act  prohibits  the  sale  before  cer- 
tain hours  in  the  morning  and  after  certain  hours  at  night  and  also  on  the  Sabbath. 
Does  it  prevent  sale  at  those  times  ? — I  think  it  does. 

8422.  You  think  that  the  license  law  has  diminished  drunkenness  1 — I  think  it  has, 
judging  by  my  experience  in  the  court  here.  We  have  very  little  drunkenness  in  St 
John,  and  the  parties  principally  brought  up  before  the  Magistrate  and  myself  are 
strangers  who  come  here.  Of  course  there  are  always  a  number  of  steady  drinkers  who 
are  put  in  jail  for  being  drunk,  and  as  soon  as  they  get  out  and  obtain  some  more  money 
they  get  drunk  again  and  are  sent  back.  But  that  class  comprises  a  very  small  number. 

8423.  The  large  bulk  of  the  cases  that  come  before  you  for  drunkenness,  then,  are 
composed  of  the  floating  population  ? — Yes. 

8424.  Do  we  understand  you  to  say  that  because  the  trade  is  licensed  in  St.  John, 
therefore  the  people  do  not  drink,  and  because  there  is  a  prohibitory  law  in  other  places 
the  people  there  do  drink  ? — I  do  not,  In  order  to  obtain  licenses  here,  the  applicants 
must  be  of  good  character,  because  if  they  keep  disorderly  houses  and  sell  to  drunken 
people,  or  commit  any  offences  of  that  kind  their  cases  are  liable  to  be  reported  to  ^e 
Mayor,  and  there  are  always  twenty  people  ready  to  take  a  man's  license.  The  licensee 
is  very  careful  as  to  what  kind  of  a  house  he  keeps,  because  there  are  plenty  of  men 
waiting  to  get  his  license. 

8425.  Why  do  you  say  that  the  men  who  get  licenses  must  be  men  of  good  chanu}- 
ter  when  they  are  in  the  liquor  business  ? — There  are  some  very  respectable  men  in  the 
liquor  business. 

8426.  Why  did  you  make  that  qualification  ? — I  have  no  reason  for  it;  many  of  the 
men  in  the  liquor  business  are  very  respectable  men. 

8427.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  the  Scott  Act  had  done  harm.  In  what  way 
has  the  Scott  Act  done  harm  1 — In  being  the  means  of  leading  to  violation  of  the  law.  I 
look  upon  the  matter  in  this  way,  and  I  have  been  a  legislator  for  a  long  time  :  an  Act  that 
cannot  be  effectually  carried  out,  leads  to  laxity  in  the  enforcement  of  other  Acts. 

8428.  Do  you  think  there  is  laxity  in  regard  to  other  laws  where  the  Scott  Act  is 
attempted  to  be  enforced  ? — That  is  a  fine  point  ;  but  if  a  man  will  violate  a  law  at  one 
time  he  will  be  likely  to  violate  another  law  at  another  time,  if  it  suits  his  convenience. 

8429.  Are  those  acts  due  to  the  law,  or  are  the  men  guilty  of  them  responsible?— 
I  do  not  believe  the  Scott  Act  can  be  carried  out  effectually,  even  by  Dominion  officials. 
We  have  no  trouble  with  the  License  Act  in  St.  John.  In  other  towns  I  believe  the 
houses  sell  every  hour  in  the  twenty-four,  Sunday  and  Monday  all  the  same — that  is, 
towns  under  the  Scott  Act. 

S430.  You  spoke  of  Fredericton.  Your  observation  of  Fredericton  was  in  the 
hotels,  I  suppose  ? — I  stop  at  one  of  the  hotels  every  session.  But  I  do  not  like  to  answer 
that  question,  and  I  have  no  right  to  answer  it.     I  do  not  come  here  as  an  informer. 

8431.  I  thought  it  possible  that  your  observation  would  be  limited  to  the  hotels? 
— No.  Any  time  there  is  a  public  fete  or  gala  day  at  Fredericton,  I  see  any  amount  of 
drunkenness  on  the  streets.  I  know  that  all  the  parties  do  not  get  their  liquor  in  the 
hotels. 

3432  Did  you  discover  open  liquor  stores  in  Fredericton  ? — No ;  I  hear  of  a  large 
number  of  them,  but  I  do  not  go  into  them. 

S433.  Do  you  know  whether  the  Act  has  succeeded  in  checking  the  trade  in  any 
degree  in  Fredericton  1 — I  think  there  is  more,  or  as  much  drunkenness  now  as  when 
there  was  the  License  Act  in  force  some  years  ago. 

8434.  Have  you  any  facts  on  which  you  base  that  statement  i — I  have  only  my 
observation  and  what  I  have  seen  there,   especially  when  an  agricultural  fete  or  races 
were  going  on,  or  anything  of  that  kind. 
Hon.  Thomas  R.  Jones. 
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8435.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  would  be  favourable  to  a  general 
License  Act  being  enacted  by  the  Dominion  Parliament,  and  you  would  like  to  have  the 
trade  chained  down  as  much  as  possible.  Why  ? — For  the  very  reason  that  this  can  be 
done  by  a  License  Act.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  this,  that  I  would  give  a  vote  to-morrow 
to  suppress  the  liquor  traffic  throughout  the  world. 

8436.  Do  you  believe  that  the  prohibition  of  the  importation,  manufacture  and 
sale,  thoroughly  enforced,  would  be  a  good  thing  ? — Yes,  if  it  was  thoroughly  enforced  ; 
but  I  think  tha^  cannot  be  done. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

8437.  You  have  no  doubt  about  the  impracticability  of  its  enforcement  ? — I  have 
no  doubt ;  it  could  not  be  enforced. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

8438.  You  think  there  would  be  a  great  deal  of  smuggling  ? — There  would  be  any 
amount  of  smuggling. 

8439.  Are  the  revenue  laws  fairly  well  enforced  ? — They  are  here,  there  is  no  doubt 
about  that. 

8440.,  Ydt  there  is  smuggling? — Yes,  and  it  is  going  on  all  the  time. 
8411.  Would  you  suggest  the  repeal  of  the  revenue  laws  because  there  is  smuggling 
such  as  you  have  referred  to  ? — No,  I  would  enforce  the  revenue  laws  all  I  could. 

8442.  You  have  stated  that  the  difficulty  of  enforcing  the  Act  would  arise  from  the 
impossibility  of  keeping  liquor  out  of  the  country  ? — If  it  could  be  kept  out  effectually 
and  there  was  not  rf^pint  brought  into  the  Dominion. 

8443.  Suppose  there  was  a  pint,  or  some  small  quantity  brought  in,  would  it  be  well 
to  keep  out  the  rest  ? — I  do  not  know. 

8444.  You  are  a  business  man,  I  believe.  How  many  years  have  you  been  in 
business  in  St.  John  ? — Forty  years. 

8445.  And  I  suppose  you  have  done  a  large  business  ? — Yes. 

8446.  Some  business  men  have  an  idea  that  the  drink  trade,  by  lessening  the  work- 
ing power,  and  the  wage-earning  power  of  men  generally,  lessens  also  their  purchasing 
power,  and  in  this  way  business  is  seriously  interfered  with.  What  is  your  observation? 
— That  is,  so  far  as  regards  people  who  spend  their  money  in  drink  instead  of  spending 
it  in  groceries  and  clothing,  <kc. 

8447.  That  is  an  interference  with  business  ? — 1  think  it  is,  to  a  certain  extent.  It 
is  an  interference  with  business,  but  it  might  not  be  so  from  a  liquor  dealer's  stand-point. 

8448.  It  is  an  interference  with  other  businesses  than  the  liquor  business? — Yes,  if 
people  spend  their  money  by  reason  of  the  drink  trade. 

8449.  It  is  an  interference  with  the  dry  goods  men  and  grocery  men,  &c.  ? — Yes,  I 
admit  that. 

8450.  Do  you  know  whether  the  drink  trade  and  the  drink  habit  have  interfered 
with  business  men  so  that  they  have  become  incapacitated  for  their  business? 
Have  any  insolvencies  resulted  from  the  drink  trade  and  the  drink  habit  ? — If  a  man 
neglects  his  business  instead  of  attending  to  it,  and  if  he  allows  his  name  to  be  bandied 
about  as  a  drunkard,  his  credit  is  diminished  to  a  certain  extent. 

8451.  That  is  when  a  man  has  come  to  be  known  as  a  drunkard.  Do  you  think 
any  nimiber  of  dealers  who  have  not  been  known  as  habitual  drunkards,  have  yet  by 
reason  of  the  drink  habit,  neglected  their  business  and  acquired  expensive  habits  because 
of  their  drinking,  and  have  got  into  business  difficulties  and  into  insolvency  on  that 
account? — I  do  not  know.  Probably  in  all  my  time  I  might  remember  a  few,  but 
very  few,  a  very  small  percentage.  Business  men  generally  keep  their  heads  pretty 
level. 

8452.  Do  you  mean  that  successful  business  men  are  not  drinking  men  ? — They  do 
not  drink  to  excess. 

8453.  From  your  observation,  covering  I  understand  forty  years,  do  you  think 
there  is  a  change  in  the  drinking  habits  of  business  men  ?  Do  fewer  business  men  drink 
now  ? — I  think  there  is  a  change. 

8454.  Is  that  a  benefit  or  an  injury  ? — It  is  a  benefit  to  the  community. 
21—2" 
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8455.  Also  to  them  in  their  business  ? — A  man  in  business  forty  years  ago  is  not 
likely  to  be  in  business  to-day. 

8456.  Is  it  a  benefit  to  business  generally,  and  to  the  men  who  are  in  business, 
that  fewer  business  men  to-day  drink  than  drank  forty  years  ago  1— Certainly,  I 
think  so. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

8457.  Are  there  a  greater  number  of  failures  in  business,  or  a  smaller  number  than 
there  were  forty  years  ago  ? — There  are  a  great  many  more,  and  I  will  tell  you  the 
reason.  It  is  not  on  account  of  the  drink  habit,  but  it  is  on  account  of  the  looseness  of 
the  laws  regarding  the  collection  of  debts.  I  do  not  think  the  drink  habit  has  anything 
to  do  with  it.  I  know  a  great  many  men  who  have  drank  moderately  all  their  lives, 
and  they  are  now  as  lively  as  they  were  yfears  ago. 

8458.  Some  of  these  men,  T  suppose,  have  spent  their  money  on  driving  fiist  horses? 
— Yes,  and  they  have  neglected  their  business,  and  yet  they  are  not  great  drinkers. 

8459.  Have  there  been  less  insolvencies  in  Scott  Act  counties  than  in  counties 
where  that  Act  is  not  in  force  ? — I  do  not  think  it  makes  the  slightest  difference.  I 
look  upon  the  failures  during  the  last  ten  years  as  being  to  a  great  extent  due  to  the 
laxity  of  our  laws  in  regard  to  the  collection  of  debts,  and  because  there  is  no  attach- 
ment law.  A  man  can  buy  a  bill  of  goods,  and  if  he  chooses  to  pay  he  can  do  so,  and 
if  not,  he  need  not  pay. 

8460.  Have  you  any  recollection  of  the  old  prohibitory  law  of  1856  ? — The  law  of 
1854  you  refer  to,  I  suppose.     It  was  repealed  in  1856. 

8461.  It  was  an  Act  intended  to  prohibit? — It  prohibited  the  importation,  manu- 
facture and  sale  throughout  the  entire  province. 

8462.  And  it  was  repealed  in  1856  ?  -Yes. 

8463.  Did  the  fact  of  this  prohibitory  measure  being  repealed  in  a  short  time  have 
any  beneficial  eflfect  on  temperance  legislation  ? — No,  I  think  it  put  temperance  back  ten 
years,  because  it  led  to  a  great  deal  of  ill-feeling,  and  there  was  more  liquor  sold  in  St 
John  during  the  interim  between  the  enactment  and  repeal  of  the  law  than  there  ever 
was  before  in  any  one  year. 

8464.  Did  the  Act  provide  machinery  for  its  enforcement  ? — The  advocates  of  the 
Act  did  so,  but  they  could  not  enforce  it. 

8465.  Public  opinion  was  not  ripe  for  a  prohibitory  measure  1 — Not  at  all  ripe,  for 
.  the  people  were  decidedly  against  it. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

8466.  Do  you  think  temperance  sentiment  is  stronger  now  than  it  was  in  1856  ? 
—I  do. 

8467.  Was  it  easier  to  do  business  forty  years  ago  than  it  is  now  ? — Yes,  a  great 
deal  easier  to  do  business,  because  business  was  done  differently. 

8468.  There  were  different  laws  for  the  collection  of  debts  ? — Yes. 

8469.  Was  there  less  competition  forty  years  ago  than  there  is  to-day  ? — Yes,  there 
was  less  competition,  and  there  were  no  such  facilities  for  travelling.  The  system  is 
different  altogether. 

8470.  I  suppose  competition  is  so  keen  now  tJbat  the  chances  of  success  are  fewer? 
— Yes,  competition  is  keener  and  the  chances  of  success  are  fewer,  and  we  have  the 
worst  laws  for  the  collection  of  debts  of  any  country  in  the  world. 


Hon.  Thomas  R.  Jones. 
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G.  A.  B.  ADDY,  M.D.,  of  St.  John,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : — 
By  Judge  McDonald : 

8471.  What  is  your  residence? — St.  John.  I  am  the  medical  officer  of  the  county 
hospital. 

8472.  Are  you  a  general  practitioner  in  addition  ? — No. 

8473.  How  long  have  you  been  medical  officer  of  the  hospital  1 — Nine  months. 

8474.  Have  you  had  experience  as  practising  physician  ? — Yes;  about  nine  months 
in  St.  John. 

8475.  Have  you  at  any  time  lived  where  the  Act  commonly  known  as  the  Scott  Act 
was  in  force  ? — Yes ;  I  was  nine  months  in  Portland  a  year  ago,  when  I  imagine  tl^e 
law  was  in  force. 

8476.  Have  you  hadNany  official  connection  with  the  administration  of  the  license 
law?~No. 

8477.  As  Alderman  or  Councillor  or  anything  in  that  way  ? — No. 

8478.  Have  you  many  patients  in  the  general  hospital  ? — Yes  ;  it  is  a  general  public 
hospital. 

8479.  What  would  be  the  average  number  at  one  time? — About  fifty  or  sixty  is 
the  average,  though  it  runs  much  higher  occasionally. 

8480.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  any  proportion  of  the  persons  there  have 
needed  hospital  treatment  owing  to  the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks  ? — Yes,  there  are 
some. 

8481.  A  large  proportion  or  small? — Comparatively  small  in  proportion  ;  17  cases 
Fent  in  for  alcoholism  last  year  and  720  cases  were  the  whole  admissions. 

8482.  Is  alcohol  prescribed  in  the  hospitfid  medicinally  ? — Yes. 

8483.  With  beneficial  results  ?— Yes. 

By  Rev.  Br,  McLeod: 

8484.  Are  there  any  other  cases  which  come  under  your  notice  in  the  hospital  than 
those  of  alcoholism,  traceable  to  the  use  of  intoxicants  ? — Yes. 

8485.  What  proportion  ? — We  do  not  keep  any  statistics  to  that  eCTect,  so  I  caanot 
speak  as  to  that. 

8486.  Can  you  approximately  state  your  belief,  from  your  observation  and  prac- 
tice  ] — I  do  not  think  I  could  give  the  percentage,  because  there  are  many  cases  that 
come  with  some  trouble  that  could  be  produced  by  alcoholism  or  by  some  other  cause. 

8487.  Do  you  think  a  considerable  number  ? — I  think  quite  a  number. 

'8488.  Do  you  think  total  abstinence  is  compatible  with  the  best  health  ? — Yes. 

8489.  Is  habitual  moderate  drinking  harmless  or  useful  or  hurtful? — It  depends  on 
what  you  drink,  I  think,  and  what  you  call  the  limit  of  moderation  ;  but  I  do  not  see 
that  any  bodily  harm  is  done  by  taking  alcohol  in  moderation. 

8490.  You  think  the  term  "  moderation  "  needs  defining  ? — Yes. 

8491.  Do  you  think  abstainers  have  a  better  expectation  of  life  than  moderate 
drinkers,  other  things  being  equal  ? — Yes. 

8492.  In  sickness  or  accident,  has  a  total  abstainer  a  better  chance  than  a  habitual 
drinker  ? — Much  better. 

8493.  Have  you  observed  that  the  children  of  moderate  drinkers  are  more  liable  to 
cases  of  brain  disease  and  other  diseases  than  other  people  ? — I  would  not  say  that 
exactly ;  it  would  depend  largely  on  the  physique  of  the  father  and  the  mother, 

8494.  In  the  case  of  a  good  physique,  it  would  not  have  any  effect  ? — In  the  case  of 
moderate  drinking,  I  do  not  think  it  would. 

8495.  In  the  case  of  a  poor  physique,  would  it  have  a  marked  effect  ? — A.  I  think 
•  there  would  be  an  effect ;  I  do  not  know  how  marked. 

8496.  Has  intemperance  in  a  parent  direct  effect  on  the  offspring  ? — It  is  supposed 
there  is  some  hereditary  taint. 

8497.  Did  you  get  a  circular  of  questions  from  the  Commission  ? — Yes. 

8498.  Have  you  answered  them? — No. 
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8499.  What  would  be  the  general  effect,  in  your  opinion,  on  the  health  of  the  com- 
munity, if  the  prohibition  of  the  drink  trade,  as  to  the  importation  and  manufacture 
and  sale  for  beverage  purposes,  were  carried  into  effect  ? — It  would  be  good,  certainly. 

By  Mr.  Gigavlt : 

8500.  Do  you  believe  that  a  general  prohibitory  measure  could  be  enforced  1 — No, 
I  do  not  think  it  could. 

8501.  What  are  your  reasons  for  not  believing  that  such  a  law  could  be  enforced! 
— I  think  it  is  possible  that  if  alcohol  cannot  be  got  openly,  a  lot  of  subterranean  dives 
will  be  opened,  and  they  will  brew  their  own  Scotch,  and  so  on,  which  will  be  more 
injurious  to  health  than  the  liquors  we  get  at  present. 

8502.  '\jrhat  do  you  say  of  the  moderate  drinking  of  wine? — I  think  drinking 
wine  in  moderation,  that  is,  a  glass  or  so  a  day,  does  no  possible  harm. 

8503.  Is  it  useful  sometimes  ? — Yes. 


CHARLES  W.  WELDON,  of  St.  John,  barrister,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed 
as  follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

8504.  How  long  have  you  been  practising  as  a  barrister  ? — Forty  years. 

8505.  Your  recollection  goes  back,  then,  to  what  we  have  heard  of  the  passing  of 
of  a  prohibitory  law  by  the  Provincial  Legislature  ? — Yes. 

8506.  Whatyear  was  that?— 1853. 

8507.  Were  you  in  public  life  then  ? — No. 

8508.  You  were  practising  law  in  the  city  ? — Yes. 

8509.  Was  that  measure  initiated  by  the  Government  or  by  a  private  member  t— 
I  think  it  was  not  by  the  Grovernment,  but  by  a  private  member ;  but  I  cannot  say 
positively. 

*  8510.  It  came  into  force,  when? — On  1st  January,  1856. 

8511.  Did  the  sale  of  liquor  still  go  on  ? — In  the  city  for  a  short  time  the  shops 
were  shut  up,  but  by  March  they  were  all  open  again. 

8512.  Were  there  more  or  less  than  under  a  license  law  ? — I  do  not  think  there 
was  much  difference. 

8513.  The  same  old  places  ?— Yes. 

8514.  Selling  without  license  ? — Yes. 

8515.  What  followed  next? — Of  course  there  was  a  good  deal  of  excitement  The 
law  was  attempted  to  be  put  in  force,  and  parties  were  taken  up  and  liquors  were  seized } 
and  that  continued  until  the  summer.  Then  Mr.  Manners  Sutton,  the  Governor,  called 
the  attention  of  his  Govermnent  to  the  effect  the  law  was  having,  that  it  was  being 
ignored,  and  that  he  would  either  call  upon  the  Government  to  enforce  the  law  or  appeal 
to  the  people,  in  order  that  such  steps  should  be  taken  as  he  thought  it  was  important 
to  take.  He  considered  it  was  improper  to  have  a  law  on  the  statute-book  which  was 
not  enforced.  The  Government  declined  to  take  steps  in  the  matter,  and  correspon- 
dence took  place  between  his  Government  and  himself.  The  Government  of  the  day 
consisted  of  Sir  Leonald  Tilley,  Sir  Albert  Smith,  Mr.  Johnson,  the  Hon.  Charles  Fisher, 
the  late 'Judge,  and  some  others.  Correspondence  took  place,  and  finally  the  Governor 
said  he  would  take  the  responsibility  on  himself  and  have  a  dissolution  and  an  election, 
and  he  requested  the  Government  to  prepare  a  proclamation  to  that  effect.  The  result 
was  the  Government  declined,  and  he  said  that  if  they  would  make  way  he  would  call  a 
Government  who  would  do  so.  They  resigned,  and  he  called  the  late  Mr.  Justice  Gray 
of  British  Columbia,  and  Mr.  R.  D.  Wilraot  to  become  members  of  the  Government,  and 
the  House  was  dissolved. 

G.  A.  B.  Addy. 
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8516.  What  was  the  result  of  the  election? — There  was  a  very  large  majority  re- 
turned in  favour  of  repeal. 

8517.  And  the  Act  was  repealed  'i — It  was  repealed  that  year. 

8518.  How  was  the  new  House  in  regard  to  supporting  the  new  government  ? — 
On  that  question  there  was  a  large  majority  in  favour  of  the  repeal  of  the  Act.  After 
that  was  repealed,  either  that  se^ion  or  the  next,  they  came  to  a  dead-lock,  and  the 
Government  was  only  sust^ned  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  Speaker.  Another  election 
took  place,  and  the  Gray-Wilmot  government  was  defeated. 

8519.  And  the  TiUey  government  came  back  i — Yes. 

8520.  And  then  New  Brunswick  continued  under  a  license  law  ? — Until  the  Canada 
Temperance  Act  was  passed. 

8521.  And  that  has  been  adopted  in  some  counties  ? — Yes. 

8522.  Have  you  seen  it  in  operation  in  counties  in  the  province  ?--Yes. 

8523.  In  Portland  1— Not  much  in  Portland. 

8524.  In  what  counties  outside  ? — I  have  visited  several  counties  in  the  course  of 
my  professional  business. 

8525.  Did  you  find  it  enforced ? — No;  perpetually  broken,  as  far  as  I  could  ascer- 
tain. 

8526.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  Act  itself,  so  that  you  could  make  any  sugges- 
tions as  to  amendments  to  it  1 — No ;  I  have  looked  at  it  very  little  from  a  legal  point  of 
view. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

8527.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  general  non-enforcement  of  the  Act  ? — I  do  not 
think  public  opinion  was  in  favour  of  it. 

8528.  Have  you  not  prohibitory  clauses  in  the  license  law  1 — I  do  not  know.  I 
have  never  looked  into  the  present  license  law. 

8529.  Your  experience,  as  far  as  you  had  opportunity  of  judging,  was  that  the  Act 
was  not  enforced  ? — Yes. 

8530.  Do  you  think  that  the  appointment  by  the  Dominion  authorities  of  the 
oflficials  to  enforce  the  Act,  would  be  a  movement  in  the  right  direction,  and  would  it 
result  in  putting  the  Act  more  generally  in  force  ? — It  might. 

8531.  Are  there  any  obstacles  at  present  in  the  way  of  the  appointment  by  the 
Municipal  Councils  throughout  the  province  of  officials  to  enforce  the  law  ? — I  do  not 
think  there  are.  I  think  the  Court  decided  in  the  King's  county  case  that  they  had  the 
right. 

8532.  There  have  been  a  good  many  legal  barriers  interposed  1 — Thei>e  has  been  a 
good  deal  of  litigation,  and  it  blocked  the  business  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  a  while. 

8533.  Those  difficulties  have  been  mostly  removed  ?-^Yes ;  there  have  been  decisions, 
and  the  matter  has  been  pretty  well  argued  out  before  the  Courts.  j 

8534.  And  now  there  is  no  obstacle  that  you  are  aware  of  to  the  appointment  of 
officers  whose  duty  it  would  be  to  enforce  the  Act? — Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod  : 

8535.  Dei  you  recall  whether  any  other  question  than  the  question  of  repeal 
entered  into  the  election  of  1855  or  1856  ? — My  impression  is  generally  that  it  was  only 
on  the  question  of  repeal.  I  kdow  positively  as  to  the  city  and  county.  I  was  return- 
ing officer  in  one  of  the  districts. 

8536.  How  many  months  was  the  law  ii^  operation  ? — I  think  it  was  practically 
enforced  for  the  whole  of  1856,  that  is  it  was  on  the  statute-book  as  an  Act,  but  I  do 
not  think  that  the  practical  enforcement  of  it  lasted  beyond  the  spring. 

8537.  Do  you  think  the  few  months  it  was  in  practical  operation  was  a  sufficient 
time  to  show  whether  it  could  be  enforced  or  not  ? — As  far  as  the  city  is  concerned,  it 
certainly  showed  it  was  a  failure. 

8538.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  lack  of  public  sentiment  that  has  inter- 
fered with  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — That,  and  the  difficulty  of  enforcing  the 
Act. 
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8539.  That  has  arisen,  from  what  1 — I  think 
would  be  so  great  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  en 
the  extent  of  the  Dominion. 

8540.  Is  the  temptation  to  break  that  law  gt 
other  laws  that  we  have  1 — I  think  so,  undoubted 

8541.  Do  you  know  if  the  delays  in  cases  tha 
thing  to  do  with  the  non-enforcement  of  the  law  1 

8542.  Do  you  know  if  any  difficulties  are  s 
with  the  enforcement  of  the  law  ? — Not  that  I  li 
ledge. 

8543.  Are  there  any  cases  before  the  Courts  \ 
great  many  were  disposed  of  last  session. 

8544.  Do  you  believe  the  law  has  not  in  any  degree  restricted  the  trade  ? — That  I 
could  hardly  say.  From  information  that  I  have,  it  seems  to  me  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  drinking  going  on  in  the  Scott  Act  counties. 

8545.  You  cannot  judge  whether  it  was  more  before  than  now  ? — No,  except  I  have 
heard  there  is  no  more  now  than  before. 

8546.  Do  you  think  the  enforcement  of  law  always  depends  on  public  sientiment  ?— 
Not  always  ;  but  I  think  public  opinion  in  laws  of  this  kind  would  always  have  a  great 
effect ;  in  a  law  of  this  nature  I  think  public  opinion  would  have  great  weijfht. 

8547.  Is  public  opinion  at  all  expressed  by  the  adoption  of  a  local  option  law  t— Of 
course  it  is  by  the  voting  for  the  law,  but  I  am  afraid  too  many  vote  for  it  who  do  not 
carry  it  out  fjfterwards. 

8548.  Can  you  account  for  that  ? — Many  say  they  do  not  like  to  vote  against  it, 
though  they  do  not  believe  in  it. 

8549.  Why  is  it  they  are  unwilling  to  vote  against  it? — I  do  not  know,  but  persons 
have  said  to  me  that  they  did  not  like  to  vote  against  it,  though  they  would  be  practi- 
cally opposed  to  it  afterwards. 

8550.  Do  you  think  any  responsibility  for  the  non-enforcement  should  rest  on 
officials,  or  is  it  all  to  be  charged  to  public  sentiment? — I  could  not  speak  as  to  officials 
and  as  to  their  duty,  because  I  have  no  opportunity  of  judging. 

8551.  Do  you  think  earnest,  honest  officials  could  enforce  the  law^  whether  public 
sentiment  is  with  them  or  not  ? — I  doubt  it  very  much  in  regard  to  a  law  of  this  char- 
acter, a  sumptuary  law. 


CHARLES  HOLDEN,    M.D.,   of   St.  John,  on   being   duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

8552.  Are  you  in  general  practice  or  are  you  a  specialist  ? — I  am  in  general  practice. 

8553.  Have  you  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  the  state  of  affairs  in  the  city 
sine  ^  you  have  been  in  practice  ? — In  my  private  capacity  only. 

8554.  Have  you  found  it  to  be  a  sober,  law-abiding  place  ? — I  think  fairly  so. 

8555.  How  long  have  you  been  in  practice? — Since  1869. 

8556.  You  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  hospital  ? — No. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod  : 

8557.  Did  you  receive  a  circular-letter  from  the  Commission  ? — Yes. 

8558.  Did  you  answer  the  questions  ? — Not  yet. 

8559.  You  intend  to  do  so  ?— Yes. 

8560.  Were  you  present  when  Dr.  Addy  was  examined  ? — Yes. 

8561.  Do  you  recall  his  answers  to  certain  questions  ? — Yes, 

8562.  Do  you  concur  in  his  opinions  ? — Yes,  in  the  main.    ' 
Charles  W.  Weldon. 
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8563.  If  in  any  respect  you  differ  from  the  opinions  express^ 
you  set  forth  the  difference  ? — •!  cannot  recall  any  particulp-rly. 

8564.  He  said,  for  instance,  that  an  abstainer  had  a  better 
case  of  accident  or  sickness  than  a  drinker  ? — I  .would  qualify  tha 
say  that  the  drinker  has  a  worse  chance,  but  I  mean  a  man  who  • 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

8565.  You  think  a  moderate  drinker  has  as  good  a  chance  un< 
as  a  total  abstainer  ? — Yes,  if  he  is  really  a  moderate  drinker. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod  : 

8566.  Is  the  habitual,  moderate  use  of  intoxicating  drinks  ham 

8567.  What  is  your  definition  of  the  moderate  use  of  liqu 
for  the  indi\ddual ;  it  is  a  matter  of  individuality. 

8568.  Have  you  noticed  whether  the  tendency  of  moderai 
excess  in  any  degree  ? — I  have  known  cases  of  people  who  co 
drinkers  and  ended  as  drunkards. 

8569.  Is  it  true  in  any  large  degree  ? — I  think  not ;  of  cour 
begin  moderately. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

8570.  I  suppose  they  commence  as  total  abstainers  1 — Yes. 
By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

8571.  Are  all  children  born  total  abstainers  ? — They  are  unl 
habit  of  feeding  them  from  the  very  first  in  that  way. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

8572.  Did  you  hear  anything  of  Dr.  Walker's  evidence  or  D 

8573.  Do  you  think  in  the  present  state  of  public  feeling,  a 
be  enforced  in  this  and  the  surrounding  counties  ? — No,  I  shou 
although  over  the  whole  province  at  the  present  moment  there  mi^ 
one  way  or  the  other,  it  would  not  be  fair  to  expect  a  law  of  sucl 
perly  enforced,  and  the  experience  of  the  law  in  the  neighbouring 

8574.  Have  you  had  any  experience  outside  of  St.  John  in  i 
law  ? — No  :  I  know  nothing  except  from  hearsay  and  from  the  ps 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

8575.  Can  you  say  why  a  prohibitory  law  could  not  be  ei 
cannot  say  you  have  public  opinion  in  its  favour  when  you  have  < 
one-half  in  favour  of  one  side  or  the  other. 

8576.  But  if  a  prohibitory  law  affecting  the  importation,  m 
strong  drinks  were  enacted,  why  do  you  think  it  could  not  be  eni 
experience  of  the  State  of  Maine,  and  from  the  way  in  which  the  i 

8577.  You  think  the  law  has  been  a  failure  in  Maine  1 — As  i 

8578.  The  Scott  Act  differs  from  a  general  prohibitory  A< 
touching  only  the  sale  ? — I  understand  that. 

8579.  Do  you  think  a  prohibitory    law  would    have  any 
health,  and  if  so,  would  it  be  good  or  bad  ? — If  thoroughly  enforc 
possible  for  a  drinker  to  get  it  at  all,   it  would  do  good  and  ^ 
drinkers  any  harm. 

8580.  The  effect  would  be  more  good  than  bad  ? — I  think  it 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

8581.  Did  you  hear  Dr.  Addy's  remarks  on  liquor  coming  ii 
shape  ? — Yes,  and  I  thoroughly  agree  with  him. 

8582.  And  that  the  character  of  the  liquor  would  be  such  as 
good  ? — Yes. 
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Rev.  ROBERT  WILSON,  of  St.  John,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  :— 

By  Jtidge  McDonald  : 

8583.  With  what  Church  are  you  connected  ? — The  Methodist  \  Church  of  Canada. 

8584.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  St.  John  ? — A  little  over  seven  years. 

8585.  Where  were  you  before  that? — Since  1859  I  have  been  in  different  parts  <rf 
New  Brunswick. 

8586.  Have  you  resided  in  any  part  of  the  province  where  the  Scott  Act  was  in 
force  1 — Yes,  for  a  short  time. 

8587.  Where  ?— In  Albert. 

8588.  How  was  it  enforced  there  ? — It  was  so  short  a  time  in  force,  I  could  hardly 
say.  I  was  there  for  tw6  terms.  I  was  there  first  from  1863  to  1868,  when  noUcenses 
were  granted  in  the  county,  and  in  a  certain  sense  it  was  a  prohibition  county  at  that 
time.     The  second  term  was  from  1877  to  1880. 

8589.  What  law  was  in  force  then  ? — Just  before  I  left,  the  Scott  Act. 

8590.  Before  the  Scott  Act  passed,  were  any  licenses  granted  ? — I  think  not 

8591.  So  it  was  under  the  prohibitory  clauses  of  the  License  Law  ? — I  think  so. 

8592.  Were  they  a  temperate,  sober  people  there  ? — I  think  so. 

8593.  The  non-granting  of  the  licenses  was  an  evidence  of  their  desire  to  have  no 
license  there  ? — I  think  so. 

8594.  What  do  you  know  of  the  working  of  the  License  Act  in  St.  John  city  t — 
Not  a  great  deal,  not  having  any  knowledge  of  the  practical  working  of  it. 

8595.  Have  you  answered  the  circular  from  the  Commissioners  ? — Yes. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod  : 

8596.  How  many  years  does  your  ministry  cover  ? — Nearly  forty. 

8597.  In  this  province  ? — In  Prince  Edward  Island.  I  was  there  from  1853  to 
1859,  in  Prince  Edward  Island,  and  continuously  in  New  Brunswick  since. 

8598.  Have  you  held  leading  pasltions  in  your  Conference  ? — I  have  had  all  the 
leading  positions  that  the  Conference  could  give,  and  I  have  officially  or  otherwise 
visited  every  circuit  of  our  Conference,  which  I  think  numbers  89,  with  the  exception 
of  6. 

8599.  From  your  experience  in  your  pastoral  and  official  duties,  do  you  beheve  the 
drink  traffic  is  responsible  in  any  degree,  and  if  so,  in  what  degree,  for  immorality,  poverty 
and  domestic  trouble  ? — As  far  as  my  personal  observation  has  led  me  to  form  conclu- 
sions, they  have  been  that  the  drink  traffic  is  responsible  in  its  various  phases  for  a  very 
large  proportion  of   the  poverty,  crime  and  ignorance  that  prevail  throughout  the  land. 

8600.  Do  you  believe  that  laws  which  restrict  the  trade  or  prohibit  it  in  localities 
have  any  effect  in  reducing  these  evils  ? — I  think  so,  if  I  compare  them  with  those 
under  no  such  restricted  influence. 

8601.  Have  you  compared  the  condition  of  things  in  communities  where  licenses 
obtain  and  those  where  the  trade  is  prohibited  ? — Yes ;  for  instance,  I  resided  four 
years  in  Marysville  in  the  County  of  York.  The  will  of  one  man  there  is  supreme,  for 
he  owns  the  entire  village,  and  his  law  is  that  no  liquor  shall  be  sold  ;  and  there  is  no 
more  orderly  or  well  conducted  community,  considering  the  character  of  the  population. 

8602.  What  is  the  character  of  the  population  ? — The  ordinary  labouring  class  that 
spend  a  large  portion  of  the  time  in  the  woods  in  the  winter  and  in  the  summer  driving 
timber  and  working  in  the  mills. 

8603.  But  the  law  of  the  one  man  to  whom  you  refer  succeeded  in  enforcing 
itself  with  effect  ? — So  far  as  I  know,  no  liquors  are  sold  in  the  village. 

8604.  Have  you  lived  any  time  where  license  prevailed  ? — I  have  lived  in  St  John. 

8605.  How  does  the  condition  of  things  under  license  compare  with  the  condition, 
of  a  community  under  prohibition  ? — Certainly  under  prohibition  it  is  better.  I  think 
license  is  only  one  form  of  evil. 

8606.  You  have  noticed  that  there  are  difficulties  in  the  enforcement  of  what  is 
known  as  the  Scott  Act?— Certainly. 

Rev.  Robert  Wilson. 
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8607.  Are  you  able  to  state  whether,  notwithstandmg  those  difficulties,  benefits 
have  resulted  ? — During  the  past  year  it  has  been  my  duty  to  visit  the\;own  of  McAdam, 
in  the  county  of  York.  The  Scott  Act  is  in  force  in  that  county,  and  a  large  number 
of  persons  live  in  that  town  and  village.  It  wtis  my  duty  to  be  there  from  Saturday 
till  Monday  of  each  week,  and  generally  speaking  I  was  there  sometimes  also  in  the 
week.  I  have  not  seen  a  drunken  man  in  McAdam  during  the  twelve  months.  They 
say  liquor  is  sold  there ;  but  though  I  frequently  stayed  in  the  hotel,  because  the  town 
was  so  crowded  that  many  of  the  men  had  to  sleep  in  the  cars,  yet  I  can  say  that  if 
liquor  was  sold,  it  was  sold  so  slily  that  I  could  not  see  it. 

8608.  Do  you  attribute  that  to  the  law  1 — Certainly. 

8609.  Do  you  believe  that  national  prohibition  would  be  a  benefit  and  could  be 
enforced  ? — I  think  it,  certainly.  In  the  first  place,  if  it  were  possible  to  be  enforced,  it 
would  decidedly  be  a  great  benefit ;  and  in  the  second  place,  I  see  no  reason  why,  if  we 
had  honest  officers  and  they  were  placed  in  a  position  where  they  would  not  come  into 
contact  with  local  prejudices  and  local  interests,  it  could  not  be  enforced. 

8610.  Have  you  observed  the  operation  of  the  license  law  in  St.  John,  whether 
the  law  is  well  enforced  here  or  not  ? — I  know  so  little  about  the  habits  of  those  who 
frequent  the  hotels  and  about  the  hotels  themselves,  I  can  hardly  answer  that  question 
with  any  degree  of  intelligence. 

861 1.  Can  you  give  an  opinion  from  observation  as  to  this :  would  it  be  better  that 
liquor  selling  should  be  separated  from  hotel  keeping  and  kept  to  places  where  nothing 
else  is  sold  1 — Most  decidedly. 

8612.  Why? — First,  to  remove  temptations  from  those  who  have  to  go  to  the 
hotels,  and  then  to  allow  the  world  to  know  the  character  of  those  who  resort  to  those 
places. 

8613.  You  think  the  hotels  are  dangerous  ? — Yes. 

8614.  What  is  the  difficulty? — There  is  a  false  idea  of  respectability.  Many  a  man 
would  be  ashamed  to  go  to  the  low  groggeries  who  would  go  to  the  hotels  with  comfort 
and  ease. 

8615.  As  a  pastor,  have  you  had  any  opportunity  to  observe  the  effect  of  moderate 
drinking  on  human  life  ? — One  case  will  illustrate  many.  I  have  before  my  mind's  eye 
a  family  moving  in  the  very  best  circles  of  the  city.  The  father  was  a  moderate  drinker 
and  so  was  the  mother.  The  habit  grew,  the  mother  became  intemperate ;  so  much  so 
that  when  absent  from  his  home)  the  husband  had  to  lock  up  the  liquors  from  her.  The 
mother  has  gone  to  her  home  now,  the  husband  still  lives ;  he  never  developed  into  a 
drunkard,  and  is  a  man  of  high  respectability. 

8616.  Did  it  affect  his  children  ?— No. 

8617.  Have  you  official  connection  with  the  Methodist  Conference  now? — I  have. 
At  the  last  Conference  a  general  committee  was  formed,  divided  into  four  sections  : 
Ontario,  Quebec,  Eastern  and  Western  groups,  and  in  order  to  facilitate  the  work  of 
the  committee  we  were  divided  into  these  groups,  and  I  happen  to  be  the  convener 
of  the  eastern  group,  including  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick  and  Prince  Edward 
Island. 

8618.  Will  you  put  before  us  the  voice  of  the  church  as  recorded? — Yes.  I  have 
also  the  deliverances  of  the  General  Conference  held  two  years  ago  in  Montreal,  and 
that  conference  was  composed  of  about  300,  equally  di^•ided  between  ministers  and 
laymen,  from  the  whole  Dominion  and  Newfoundland,  and  there  was  not  a  dissenting 
voice.  I  have  also  the  deliverances  of  Prince  Edward  Island,  New  Brunswick  and 
Nova  Scotia.     [Appendix  No.  11.] 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod : 

8619.  What  is  your  view  as  to  public  opinion  on  this  question  ? — I  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  saying  that  I  think  public  opinion  is  overwhelmingly  in  favour  of  the  enact- 
ment of  a  law  for  the  prohibition  of  the  manufacture,  importation  and  sale  of  all  that 
can  intoxicate.  Many  vote  against  the  Scott  Act  simply  because  it  does  not  go  far 
enough,  and  they  woiild  support  a  law  with  a  more  general  bearing.  I  have  heard  it 
said  that  it  is  unjust  to  allow  liquors  to  be  made  and  brought  into  the  country,  and 
then  to  say  to  the  people  :  You  shall  not  sell  them. 
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By  Mr,  Gigault : 

8620.  In  what  county  in  Prince  Edward  Island  did  you  reside  ? — In  Queen's  and 
in  Prince. 

8621.  What  law  was  in  force  with  reference  to  the  liquor  traffic  ? — The  license  law 
happened  to  be  in  force  at  the  time. 

8622.  Is  there  not  a  prohibitory  law  there  ? — The  Scott  Act  has  been  enacted,  I  think, 
all  over  the  Island  of  recent  years,  but  it  has  been  repealed  in  Charlottetown ;  and  I 
heard  it  stated  when  I  was  at  our  Conference  in  July,  of  the  present  year,  that  the 
advocates  of  free  rum  had  every  reason  to  be  ashamed  of  themselves,  as  the  amount  of 
drunkenness  in  Charlottetown  this  year  had  far  exceeded  what  it  was  under  the  Scott 
Act. 

8623.  When  you  were  there,  were  liquor  dealers  licensed  to  sell  ? — They  were. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

8624.  What  is  the  population  of  McAdam  ? — It  is  a  small  population,  about  eighty 
families. 

8625.  A  population  of  300  or  400  ?— About  that. 

8626.  Do  you  say  there  was  no  liquor  sold  there,  as  far  as  you  were  aware  ? — Not  as 
far  as  I  was  aware. 

8627.  Have  you  not  heard  there  was  sale? — Yes. 

8628.  Notwithstanding  that  the  place  is  very  small  ? — Yes. 

8629.  What  is  the  population  of  Marysville  ? — When  I  was  there,  I  suppose  about 
500  or  600. 

8630.  Does  one  man  own  the  land  and  the  buildings  there  ? — Yes,  except  one 
or  two,  which  are  owned  by  members  of  his  family. 

8631.  And  the  place  is  occupied  by  his  employees  ? — Yes. 

8632.  Is  he  a  total  abstainer  1 — Yes,  since  his  boyhood. 

8633.  Have  you  any  experience  in  other  places  ? — Not  much,  except  in  travelling. 
I  have  passed  through  different  counties  and  have  heard  the  opinions  of  those  affected, 
who  have  been  for  and  those  who  have  been  against  the  Act. 

8634.  Do  you  think  the  consumption  of  liquor  in  the  province  is  increasing  or  ; 
decreasing  since  the  Scott  Act  came  into  force  ? — I  cannot  say,  but  I  think  there  is  ■ 
less  drunkenness  in  the  country  than  ever  before.                                                                             , 

8635.  Less  consumption  of  liquor  ? — I  judge  so  by  what  I  see.  ' 

8636.  Do  you  think  the  proportion  of  commitments  or  convictions  for  drunkenness  j 
has  increased  or  decreased  since  the  Scott  Act  came  into  force  ? — As  far  as  I  can  see,  it  ' 
must  have  decreased. 


GEORGE  D.  GILBERT  of  Rothsay,  King's  county,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed 
as  follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

8637.  What  is  your  residence  ? — Rothsay,  but  I  am  in  the  city  every  day.  Rothsay 
is  in  King's  County. 

8638.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — Barrister-at-law,  practising  in  the  city. 

8639.  Have  you  been  brought  officially  into  connection  with  the  operation  of  the 
Scott  Act  or  License  Law  ? — Not  officially. 

8640.  Have  you  seen  the  operation  of  it  ? — I  have  in  Fredericton,  Northumberland, 
King's  and  other  counties. 

864 L  In  Fredericton  did  you  find  the  Act  was  enforced? — My  remembrance  is 
that  when  first  put  in  force  it  was  partially  observed,  but  of  late  years  drinking  is  quite 
free  at  the  hotels. 

8642.  In  Northumberland  ? — There  is  no  difficulty  in  getting  a  drink  whenever 
you  desire  it. 

Rev.  Robert  Wilson. 
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8643.  In  King's  ? — At  Hampton  I  have  seen  plenty  of  drinking. 

8644.  What  other  counties  have  you  visited  ]— I  have  been  a  little  in  Westmoreland 
county. 

8645.  Is  the  Act  enforced  there  1 — You  can  get  a  drink  at  the  hotels  in  Moncton 
if  jou  want  it. 

8646.  Have  you  been  there  when  the  License  Law  was  in  force  ?*— I  think  when 
first  I  went  to  Northumberland  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force,  but  I  do  not  know  whether 
there  was  a  License  Law  there. 

Bi/  Mr.  Clarke : 

8647.  Your  experience  has  been  that  the  Scott  Act  does  not  prohibit  the  sale  of 
liquor  1 — It  has  not  prohibited  it.  It  is  claimed  by  those  in  favour  of  it  in  Fredericton 
that  it  has  decreased  it,  and  by  the  opponents  that  it  has  not ;  but  I  have  not  sufficient 
personal  knowledge  to  say. 

8648.  To  w^hat.do  you  attribute  the, lack  of  enforcement  of  the  law? — It  is  because 
eight  out  of  ten  people  throughout  the  country  do  not  believe  there  is  a  moral  wrong  in 
drinking,  or  in  selling  drink.     If  it  was  a  theft,  they  would  regard  it  differently. 

8649.  Would  they  think  there  was  a  greater  wrong  if  the  Dominion  passed  a  prohib- 
itory law? — No  doubt  any  breach  of  the  law  is  a  wrong,  but  people  distinguish 
between  a  sumptuary  law  or  a  customs  law  and  a  law  which  goes  against  what  is  con- 
sidered as  a  crime. 

8650.  Would  the  appointment  of  officials  by  some  other  authority  than  the  muni- 
cipal authorities  be  attended  with  a  better  enforcement  of  the  law  1 — I  could  not  give 
an  opinion,  because  that  must  be  tried. 

865 L  Is  there  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  appointing  local  officers  by  the  Muni- 
cipal Councils  1 — Yes,  they  object  to  the  expense  involved. 

8652.  How  do  they  expect  the  law  to  be  enforced,  if  they  do  not  app  >int  officers  to 
enforce  it  ?-  -I  do  not  think  most  of  them  want  it  to  be  enforced  or  care  about  it. 

8653.  Do  they  reflect  the  feelings  of  their  constituents  in  pursuing  that  course  ? — 
I  presume  so.  There  is  great  complaint  all  through  the  country  against  expense  for 
municipal  officers. 

8654.  Would  not  the  fines  go  a  long  way  towards  recouping  the  municipal  author- 
ities ? — I  presume  so,  but  the  expenses  have  been  very  great. 

8655.  Can  you  suggest  any  amendments  which  would  render  the  law  less  expen- 
sively operated  ?— No.  My  idea  would  be,  if  you  want  to  enforce  it  strictly,  you  would 
require  extra  officials  and  to  pay  high  for  them. 

8656.  And  the  Municipal  Councils  will  not  go  to  that  expense  ? — So  I  am  informed. 

8657.  If  they  did  appoint  earnest,  honest  officials,  would  they  stamp  out  the  traffic  ? 
— Not  altogether,  but  it  would  assist. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

8658.  Do  you  think  that  two-fifths  of  the  people  do  not  regard  it  as  a  moral  wrong 
to  either  sell  or  drink  ? — That  is  my  opinion.  One  difficulty  is  that  a  great  many  people 
who  take  a  drink  vote  for  the  Scott  Act.  I  have  heard  them  tell  me  that  when  they 
were  at  home  in  the  act  of  taking  a  drink. 

8659.  Why  did  they  vote  for  it  V — Some  to  please  their  wives,  some  to  please  their 
clergymen,  and  some,  while  they  get  as  much  drink  as  they  like  themselves,  will  try  to 
prevent  the  other  classes  getting  it. 

8660.  You  have  not  been  in  favour  of  the  Act  at  any  time,  have  you  ? — At  first  I 
was  rather  disposed  to  be  in  favour  of  it,  but  latterly  I  have  not. 

8661.  Were  you  really  in  favour  of  it  1 — At  first  I  was,  because  I  thought  it  would 
have  the  effect  of  preventing  a  great  deal  of  intemperance. 

8662.  Did  you  help  to  secure  its  adoption? — I  think  I  did,  but  I  did  not  vote  any- 
where for  it.  I  had  no  vote  for  it  when  it  was  brought  forward  in  York  County  ;  it  was 
when  it  was  brought  up  in  this  county  that  I  had  a  vote. 

8663.  Has  it  restrained  the  sale  in  any  place  ? — In  the  more  rural  districts  I  think 
it  has,  but  not  in  the  villages. 
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8664.  As  to  Fredericton  does  your  knowledge  of  i 
hotels  ? — Only  in  one  or  two  instances. 

8665.  But,  generally  speaking,  your  knowledge  is 
the  hotels  ? — Certainly. 

8666.  So  you  are  not  able  to  say  that  it  has  not  i 
hotels  ? — JSTo,  and  temperance  people  claim  that  it  has. 

8667.  You  know  nothing  of  that  yourself  ? — I  have  not  sumcieni/  Knowieage  in 
regard  to  that. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

8668.  Do  you  think  that  commercial  travellers  would  have  any  difficulty  in  getting 
drink  ? — I  do  not  know. 

8669.  Do  you  think  a  commercial  traveller  stopping  at  a  hotel  in  Fredericton 
could  get  drink  at  the  hotel  without  any  difficulty  1 — I  thmk  so. 

8670.  After  having  seen  the  operation  of  the  Act  and  its  effects,  are  you  more 
favourable  to  it  now  than  you  were  formerly  1 — I  am  not. 

8671.  Are  you  less  favourable  ?-^ Rather. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod: 

8672.  Do  you  know  that  there  was  ever  any  time  when  neither  a  conunerdal 
traveller  nor  anybody  else  could  get  drink  at  the  hotels  at  Fredericton  ? — I  will  answer 
that  question  in  this  way  :  there  has  been  no  time  within  my  knowledge  when  drink 
could  not  be  obtained  at  the  hotels  in  Fredericton,  but  during  the  earlier  period  of  the 
Scott  Act  it  was  more  difficult  to  get  it  by  certain  people,  and  certain  people  could  not 
get  it. 

8673.  Do  you  not  know  any  time  even  in  recent  years  when  neither  a  commercial 
traveller  nor  anybody  else  could  get  drink  at  the  hotels  in  Fredericton  ? — I  have  heard 
it,  but  I  have  no  knowledge  that  at  any  one  time  there  was  difficulty  in  getting  it. 

8674.  Do  you  think  that  difficulty  was  attributable  to  the  law  1 — I  think  it  was 
attributable  to  the  fact  that  strong  efforts  were  made  at  that  time  by  the  temperance 
people,  and  a  great  number  of   the  hotel-keepers  were  proceeded  against. 

8675.  Then  it  must  have  been  successful  at  that  time  ? — It  may  have  had  some 
little  effect. 

8676.  Would  it  indicate  that  the  law  is  enforcible,  or  is  the  Scott  Act  Ukeall  other 
laws,  one  that  cannot  be  enforced  completely  ? — You  cannot  stop  selling,  but  the  Act 
can  be  enforced  to  a  certain  extent. 

8676a.  Do  you  think  a  law  enforced  to  a  fair  extent,  is  a  failure  ? — No. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

8677.  Do  you  think  the  Scott  Act  is  enforced  in  a  fair  degree  in  the  townships 
throughout  this  province  where  it  is  the  law  1 — No,  I  do  not  think  it  is  enforced ;  and  I 
do  not  think  it  is  enforced  on  account  of  public  sentiment,  or  that  it  can  be  enforced. 
It  could  be  enforced  to  some  extent  if  public  sentiment  was  behind  it. 


George  D.  Gilbert. 
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JOHN  L.  CARLETOJSr,  of  St.  John,  barrister,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

8678.  Have  you  had  any  experience  in  regard  to  the  operation  of  the  Canada  Tem- 
perance Act  ? — No. 

8679.  Have  you  been  in  counties  where  it  has  been  in  force  ? — I  have. 

8680.  Are  you  able  to  state  whether  it  is  effectually  enforced  or  not  ? — I  have  never 
been  in  any  place  where  it  has  been  effectually  enforced. 

8681.  Where  liquor  could  not  be  obtained? — It  could  be  obtained  in  any  plape 
I  ever  was  in,  except  one  place,  Anagance,  in  the  County  of  King's. 

8682.  How  do  you  find  the  License  Act  operate  in  St.  John  1 — It  is  effectually 
enforced.  Of  course  there  are  breaches  of  it,  and  persons  are  brought  up  and  fined,  but 
it  is  as  well  enforced  as  any  law  within  my  time. 

By  Mr,  Clarke: 

8683.  Were  you  a  resident  of  St.  John  when  the  Scott  Act  w^ets  the  law  in  Port- 
land 1— Yes. 

8684.  How  was  it  observed  there  ? — It  was  not  observed.  Liquor  was  sold  openly 
in  all  the  public  places  along  the  streets  and  in  private  houses,  too. 

8685.  Have  you  had  experience  in  visiting  different  cities  and  towns  throughout 
this  and  the  adjoining  province  where  the  Act  is  in  force,  and  has  your  experience  been 
that  the  Act  is  not  generally  enforced  ? — It  is  not  generally  observed. 

8686.  Is  there  any  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  appointment  by  the  Municipal  Coun- 
cils of  officers  to  enforce  the  law  in  counties  or  districts  where  the  Scott  Act  is  the 
law  ? — I  cannot  speak  from  personal  knowledge. 

8687.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  lack  of  zeal  and  energy  on  the  part  of  the 
local  Councils  ? — I  attribute  the  apathy  altogether  to  want  of  public  sentiment. 

8688.  You  have  mentioned  one  place  where  the  law  was  observed — where  is  it  ? — 
It  is  Anagance,  a  small  place  on  the  Intercolonial  Railway. 

8689.  In  what  county  is  it  1 — I  think  it  is  in  the  County  of  King*s. 

8690.  What  is  its  population  ? — It  is  a  small  village,  with  a  couple  of  hundred 
people  at  the  outside.  ' 

8691.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  enforcement  of  the  law  there  ? — I  do  not  know. 

8692.  Do  you  know  whether  officers  are  appointed  by  the  Council  to  enforce  it  ? — 
Previous  to  the  time  of  which  I  spoke  (I  happened  to  find  this  out  when  I  was  there), 
two  or  three  evenings  before,  some  residents  had  broken  into  an  Intercolonial  Railway 
car,  and  had  stolen  a  large  portion  of  the  liquor  that  was  there. 

8693.  You  did  not  see  it  ? — No.  The  way  it  came  to  my  knowledge  was  this  :  I  and 
a  party  with  whom  I  was  in  company  were  under  compliment  to  a  man  who  had  assisted 
us,  and  one  of  the  party  wished  to  treat  the  crowd.  We  were  informed  that  liquor  could 
not  be  obtained  in  Anagance,  and  that  it  was  the  only  place  where  the  Scott  Act  was 
enforced. 

8694.  Generally  speaking,  then,  the  Scott  Act  is  not  enforced  in  the  province  ? — 
Not  in  any  place  where  I  have  been. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod: 

8695.  You  have  said  that  the  law  was  a  dead  letter  in  Portland  ? — Yes. 

8696.  Have  you  heard  the  statement  of  other  witnesses  as  to  the  cause  of  that  ? — No. 

8697.  Have  you  any  view  as  to  the  cause  ? — I  have  no  doubt  that,  so  far  as  Port- 
land is  concerned,  there  was  hardly  any  effort  made  to  insist  on  the  enforcement  of  the 
Jaw. 

8698.  Do  you  know  why  ? — I  do  not  know  why,  but  I  think  the  public  sentiment 
of  the  community  was  against  it. 

8699.  Then  how  did  the  community  come  to  adopt  the  Act  ? — I  cannot  tell  you 
that.  The  vote,  although'I  cannot  remember  the  figures,  was  a  very  small  one  at  the 
time  the  adoption  of  the  Act  was  carried. 
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8700.  Do  you  know  whether  the  reason  given  by  several  witnesses  is  comect, 
namely,  that  the  Scott  Act  w;is  not  enforced  there  because  there  was  a  question  as  to 
whether  the  Act  was  really  in  force  1 — I  know  that  to  be  a  fact,  because  at  the  time  an 
effort  was  made  to  bring  the  law  into  operation  I  was  retained  as  counsel  in  the  matter. 

8701.  You  have  personal  knowledge  ? — Yes,  of  that  fact,  that  there  were  grave 
doubts  as  to  whether  the  law  was  in  force  in  Portland,  because  at  the  time  it  was  part 
of  the  county  of  St.  John. 

8702.  Do  you  know  that  that  fact  hampered  the  enforcement  of  the  law  1 — I  pre- 
sume it  did. 

8703.  Then  would  you  attribute  the  non-enforcement' of  the  law  to  lack  of  public 
sentiment,  or  to  doubts  as  to  whether  the  law  was  in  force  ? — I  think  it  was  largely  due 
to  lack  of  public  sentiment,  and  I  do  not  think  any  effort  was  made  to  prosecute  in 
Portland.  One  or  two  liquor  sellers  were  brought  up,  preliminary  objections  were  taken 
and  the  cases  were  allowed  to  be  hung  up,  and  they  were  never  proceeded  with  to  argu- 
ment or  decision. 

8704.  Do  you  think  any  strength  of  public  sentiment  would  have  enfo|XJed  the 
Scott  Act  in  Portland  while  the  question  as  to  whether  the  Act  was  legally  in  force 
there  remained  unsettled  1 — I  think  it  would. 

8705.  You  think  that  public  sentiment  could  have  overruled  the  question  before  the 
courts  ? — I  do  not  put  it  that  way.  Had  there  been  public  sentiment  in  Portland  at 
the  time  the  law  was  in  force,  then  the  parties  conducting  the  prosecutions  would  have 
pushed  the  cases  forward  to  trial  and  determination. 

8706.  Do  you  think  public  sentiment  would  have  pushed  the  matter  to  a  determi- 
nation in  the  courts,  even  if  the  courts  for  any  reason  delayed  judgment  ?— Well,  of 
course,  if  a  court  decided  otherwise,  I  do  not  think  any  sentiment  could  pfish  the  matter. 

8707.  Do  you  think  there  have  been  any  convictions  under  the  Scott  Act  in  New 
Brunswick  ? — Yes,  there  have  been  convictions,  I  think.    That  is  a  matter  of  notoriety. 

8708.  I  asked  you,  because  you  endeavour  to  make  it  appear  that  wherever  it  is 
supposed  to  be  enforced  it  is  not  enforced  1 — I  did  not  mean  that  there  had  been  no  con- 
victions. 

8709.  The  fact  that  drunkenness  prevailed  made  it  appear  to  your  mind  that  the 
law  was  being  broken  ? — Yes. 

8710.  Does  the  fact  that  convictions  have  been  secured  make  it  as  clear  that  the 
law  is  enforced  to  some  extent? — No. 

8711.  You  think  that  convictions  do  not  prove  enforcement? — No. 

87 1 2.  But  you  think  illegal  sales  prove  violations  ? — Not  always ;  but  when  you  see 
illegal  sales  everywhere  about  you,  and  when  you  see  men  drunk  in  the  streets,  all  this 
is  pretty  strong  evidence  that  the  Act  is  not  enforced,  especially  when  it  is  supposed  to 
be  a  prohibitory  law. 

8713.  You  have  told  us  a  little  incident  that  occurred  at  Anauance  in  regard  to 
stealing  liquor  from  an  Intercolonial  Railway  car  :  was  that  a  violation  of  the  law? — It 
was  a  violation  both  of  the  moral  and  civil  law. 

8714.  Do  you  think  that  the  moral  iind  civil  laws  should  be  repealed  because  they 
are  violated? — No. 

8715.  Does  that  justify  a  condemnation  of  the  law? — No,  certainly  not 


John  L.  Carleton. 
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AGNES  D.  COWAN  of  St.  John,  Salvation  Anny  Rescue  Officer,  on  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald :  ^ 

8716.  How  long  have  you  been  in  St.  John  ? — Since  last  October. 

8717.  During  that  time,  have  you  been  engaged  in  the  rescue  work  of  the  Salva- 
tion Army  1 — Yes. 

8718.  Please  state  what  your  work  is  ? — We  visit  the  police  court  and  endeavour 
to  get  hold  of  any  fallen  women.  We  also  visit  houses  of  ill-fame,  and  endeavour  in 
that  way  to  reach  the  women  and  bring  them  to  our  Home. 

871 9.  Then  it  is  a  work  of  rescue  ? — Yes. 

8720.  Do  you  try  to  get  any  of  those  discharged  from  the  jail  1 — Yes,  we  have 
even  gone  to  the  jail  to  meet  them  coming  out. 

8721.  I  suppose  you  sometimes  pick  them  up  on  the  street? — Not  very  often. 

8722.  Is  the  Home  regularly  conducted  under  the  charge  of  the  Salvation  Army  ] 
—Yes,  I  have  charge  of  it. 

8723.  How  many  inmates  are  there  1 — There  are  6  women  at  present  and  5  child- 
ren. 

8724.  Will  you  tell  the  Commission  in  regard  to  the  inmates.  Take  the  grown 
up  persons  first.  Are  they  people  of  temperate  or  intemperate  habits  ? — I  have  been 
looking  the  books  through,  and  I  find  that  out  of  32  persons  there  were  14  liquor  'cases 
— 14  girls  given  to  drinking. 

8725.  Had  they  been  convicted  of  drunkenness  1 — In  some  cases  they  had. 

8726.  Take  the  cases  of  the  children :  how  do  they  come  to  you  ;  are  they  child- 
ren of  drunken  parents  ? — I  may  explain  that  in  visiting  houses,  especially  those  of  the 
lower  classes,  we  scarcely  ever  do  so  without  finding  most  of  'the  inmates  under  the 
influence  of  liquor. 

8727.  So  that  a  great  part  of  your  rescue  work  is  really  caused  by  the  intemperate 
habits  of  the  people  ^hom  you  visit  ? — Yes,  I  think  50  per  cent  of  it. 

8728.  Do  you  find  that  the  influences  you  bring  to  bear  about  them  in  the  Home 
are  beneficial  to  the  inmates  ? — Yes,  generally  speaking. 

8729.  I  suppose  those  influences  are  of  a  religious  kind  ? — Principally  so.  We  also 
train  the  inmates  in  all  branches  of  house  work  and  sewing,  so  that  when  they  go  out 
they  cai^  earn  their  living  respectably.  Many  of  them  get  situations,  and  we  visit 
them  after  they  are  in  theai. 

8730.  I  suppose  you  do  everything  afterwards  to  encourage  them  in  maintaining 
their  self-respect  1 — ^Yes. 

8731 .  Do  you  find  any  lapses  occur  ? — We  have  a  few. 

8732.  I  suppose  you  consider  these  inevitable  ? — Yes.  Sometimes  there  is  very 
little  will-power  on  the  part  of  the  people,  and  when  old  companions  meet  them  they 
occasionally  give  waj^  to  temptation.     We  do  not,  however,   have  very  many  of  those 


8733.  Sometimes  they  yield  to  temptation  afterwards  ? — I  do  not  think  there  have 
been  more  than  3  csises  out  of  26. 

8734.  Then  you  find  the  influences  you  throw  around  them  conduce  to  their  bene 
fit,  morally  and  socially  ? — ^Yes,  usually. 

8735.  I  suppose  you  are  not  content  with  placing  before  them  merely  the  physical 
evils  that  come  from  their  conduct,  but  also  the  spiritual  wrong  done  to  themselves  ? — 
The  physical  evils  are  only  too  apparent  to  themselves.  Then  we  usually  endeavour  to 
help  them  to  be  converted,  and  very  frequently  after  they  leave  the  Home  they  become 
members  of  our  establishment,  and  our  principles  include  these  of  total  abstinence. 

8736.  Then  you  throw  about  them  in  the  work  the  good  habits  that  have  been 
inculcated  in  the  Home  ? — Yes. 

8737.  Is  there  any  statement  beyond  the  questions  I  have  asked  you  and  the 
answers  you  have  given,  which  you  desire  to  make  to  the  Commission  1 — I  was  engaged 
in  the  rescue  work  in  Toronto  over  two  and  a  half  years,  and  I  was  also  in  London  for 
a  year. 

21—29 
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8738.  How  did  you  find  the  work  at  those  two  cities  1 — I  found  Toronto  much 
more  immoral ;  but,  of  courae,  it  is  a  much  larger  city. 

8739.  Your  work  was  carried  on  there,  I  suppose,  on  a  large  scale  1 — On  a  very  much 
farger  scale  than  here. 

8740.  Have  you  more  than  one  Home  in  Toronto  ? — We  have  one  very  large  home 
that  will  accommodate  about  fifty  girls,  while  our  accommodation  here  is  only  for  ten  or 
fifteen.     ,  , 

8741.  All  this  is  part  of  the  work  of  the  Salvation  Army,  I  suppose  ? — Ye&  Over 
four  years  ago  this  special  branch  was  organized  in  Canada.  I  was,  however,  engaged 
in  the  work  of  the  Army  some  years  previous  to  that. 

8742.  Do  you  mean  in  the  old  country  ? — No,  I  have  only  been  engaged  in  Canada. 

8743.  Was  Toronto  the  first  place  in  which  you  were  engaged  in  this  work  ? — Yes, 
in  the  rescue  work. 

8744.  Were  the  conditions  in  London  such  as  they  are  here  ? — There  were  not  so 
many  houses  of  prostitution. 

8745.  I  suppose  a  seaport  town  is  more  fitted  for  work  of  this  kind  than  an  inland 
town? — There  were  quite  a  number  of  girls  at  London,  thirty  or  thirty-five  passed 
through  our  Home  in  a  year,  and  >^  have  had  them  from  the  age  of  sixteen  years. 

8746.  Has  the  result  of  your  inquiries  been  to  show  that  liquor  has  been  the  cause 
of  their  fall  in  many  instances  ? — Yes,  in  a  great  many  cases. 

8747.  And  this  habit  has  accompanied  them  in  life  afterwards  ? — Yes,  they  have 
told  us  they  could  not  keep  up  that  life  without  the  use  of  liquor. 

8748.  Have  you  followed  these  cases  up  1 — Yes,  we  took  all  the  records  in  writing. 

8749.  Have  you  ever  had  any  cases  of  prostitutes  who  have  been  total  abstainers! 
— A  few  young  girls  who  had  just  fallen. 

8750.  You  mean  girls  who  have  been  tempted  and  have  fallen  1 — Those  cases  are 
not  always  attributable  to  liquor,  but  nearly  half  of  them  are  due  to  that  in  St  John 
and  more  than  that  proportion  in  Toronto. 

Bi/  Rev.  Br,  McLeod :  ^ 

8751.  As  to  drink  being  the  cause  of  the  fall  in  those  cases,  have  you  learned  from 
those  unhappy  people,  in  any  number  of  cases,  that  the  excitement  caused  by  drink  in 
other  persons  than  themselves  was  the  cause  of  their  fall  1 — I  could  hardly  say  clearly 
as  to  that.  I  think  that  a  great  many  of  the  girls  would  not  be  in  the  position  they 
are,  if  it  were  not  for  the  fact  that  they  had  been  led  away  by  other  company. 

8752.  You  mean  dHnking  associates  ? — Evil  companions  in  a  great  many  cases. 

8753.  Do  you  find  the  existence  of  grog-shops  a  danger  to  the  inmates  of  your 
rescue  home,  and  a  harm  to  your  work  'i — Yes,  especially  with  any  of  those  who  have 
that  natural  tendency. 

8754.  Do  you  think  the  removal  of  these  liquor  places  would  render  your  work 
easier,  and  the  reform  of  the  girls  more  permanent  ? — Yes,  I  think  so. 

8755.  Do  you  believe  the  prohibition  of  the  drink  would  reduce  your  work  because 
there  would  be  fewer  persons  of  the  fallen  class  ? — Yes. 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

8756.  Do  you  know  Staff-Inspector  Archibald  of  Toronto? — No. 

8757.  When  did  you  leave  Toronto  ? — Four  years  ago  last  March. 

8758.  Did  you  find  Toronto  in  a  worse  condition  than  London  or  St.  John  I — Yes; 
but,  of  course,  the  city  is  very  much  larger. 

8759.  Do  you  speak  in  proportion  to  the  population  and  size  of  the  community ;  do 
you  mean  there  are  more  individual  cases  on  account  of  the  increased  population  of 
Toronto  1 — Yes,  I  think  so.  When  we  first  opened  our  rescue  work  in  that  city,  there 
was  not  so  much  effort  made  to  suppress  the  evil  as  there  is  at  present. 

8760.  How  do  you  account  for  the  lack  of  effort  then  and  the  increased  effort  nowt 
Are  you  not  aware  that  Staff-Inspector  Archibald  organized  the  morality  department  I 
Was  that  previous  to  your  leaving  the  Toronto  Home? — I  was  there  two  and  a  half 
years,  and  in  London  one  year,  then  I  came  to  St.  John. 

Agnes  D.  Cowan. 
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8761.  Are  you  aware  that  the  work  conducted  hy  Inspector  Archiba 
existence  for  more  than  £iVe  years  I — It  has  not,  I  think.  It  was  orgar 
after  our  rescue  work,  which  was  started  by  Inspector  Archibald  raiding 
aod  bringing  the  girls  before  the  Magistrates.  We  often  got  sentences  si 
instead  of  the  girls  being  committed  to  jail,  they  were  placed  with  us. 

8762.  Do  you  read  Inspector  Archibald's  report  from  year  to  year  ?- 

8763.  You  are  still  under  the  idea  that  Inspector  Archibald's  depari 
in  existence  before  you  left  Toronto  ? — Yes. 

8764.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  may  say  Inspector  Archibald's  departn 
in  existence  more  than  five  years. — I  was  not  aware  of  it. 

8765.  That  is  a  fact,  and  I  have  reports  presenting  a  much  brighte 
you  have  given  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  Toronto.  Do  you  know  that  fii 
ago  special  efforts  were  made  to  stop  all  these  evils  ? — No  ;  I  was  not  e 
work  five  years  ago. 

8766.  Because  it  might  be  possible  that  the  steps  taken  led  to  tl 
experienced  when  you  commenced  this  work  ? — Yes.  I  have  been  in  smal 
then.     Toronto  looked  very  much  worse  than  any  city  I  have  been  in. 


THOMAS  P.  RAYMOND  of  St.  John,  hotel-keeper,  on  being  duly  a 
as  follows  : — 

«         By  Judge  McDonald: 

8767.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  St.  John  ? — I  was  born  here. 

8768.  How  long  have  you  kept  a  hotel  ? — I  have  been  keeping  hoi 
time  ;  this  hotel  ever  since  1881. 

8769.  Do  you  recollect  the  time  spoken  of  when  a  prohibitory  law  > 
the  Legislature  ? — I  do. 

8770.  Were  you  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  then  ? — No. 

8771.  Since  you  have  been  in  the  hotel  business,  has  the  trade  alwayi 
license  law  ? — Yes. 

8772.  Did  you  know  Portland  personally  when  the  Scott  Act  was  in 
I  knew  of  it. 

8773.  Had  you  personal  knowledge  of  the  way  the  law  was  'obser 
from  hearing  about  it,  but  I  did  not  see  it  myself. 

8774.  As  a  hotel-keeper  you  have  been  under  the  tenns  of  the  lice 
you  found  yourself  able  to  observe  the  requirements  of  the  law  ? — Yes. 

8775.  Do  you  think  the  city  is  a  peaceful  and  sober  one  ? — I  should 
so,  as  much  so  as  any  city  I  know  of. 

8776.  The  popul  »tion  is  diverse  ? — Yes  ;  still  it  is  a  very  orderly  pla< 

8777.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  counties  outside  of  St.  John 
have  been  in  them,  but  I  could  give  no  information  in  regard  to  them. 

8778.  With  your  experience  as  a  hotel-keeper,  will  you  state  you 
whether  the  licensed  bar  in  connection  with  a  hotel  could  well  be  dispe 
could  not  keep  my  hotel  open  without  it.  • 

8779.  Your  guests  are  desirous,  or  many  of  them  are,  that  such  a  pi 
in  existence  ? — Yes. 

8780.  And  is  the  income  derived  beneficial  in  the  way  of  helpin 
expenses  of  the  hotel  ? — Yes  ;  I  do  not  make  anything  by  feeding  people. 

8781.  Is  that  the  usual  condition  as  regards  hotel-keepers  ? — I  presui 

8782.  Is  that  so  far  as  your  knowledge  goes  ? — So  far  as  I  know.     I 
my  hotel  open  without  a  bar. 

8783.  There  are  witnesses  who  have  been  here  and  have  stated  tl 
there  is  more  evil  done  by  the  licensed  hotel  than  there  is  by  what  is  calh 
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saloon,  where  nothing  but  drink  i^  sold  ? — Th6y  do  not  know  what  they  are  talking 
about;  that  is  my  opinion. 

8784.  It  has  been  put  forward  by  a  witness  who  was  here  yesterday,  I  think  he  was 
the  ex-chief  of  police  or  ex-inspector,  that  it  would  be  an  advantage  if  the  bar  of  a 
hotel  were  a  front  room  exposed  to  the  street,  without  shades  or  anytibing  of  that  kind, 
and  with  no  communication  at  the  rear.  I  think  he  stated  that  that  was  the  law  in 
regard  to  saloons. — In  my  case  I  would  have  no  entrance  to  the  hotel,  if  I  did  that 

8785.  Your  guests  would  all  have  to  pass  through  the  bar  then  ? — Yes, 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod  : 

8786.  I  think  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  could  not  keep  hotel  without  keeping 
a  bar  ? — I  could  not. 

8787.  And  that  you  did  not  make  money  out  of  feeding  people  ? — Very  little,  if  any. 

8788.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  you  make  the  people  who  drink  help  to  feed  the 
people  who  do  not  drink  ? — I  do  not  mean  to  say  that,  but  in  a  business  like  mine  I 
have  to  strike  an  average. 

8789.  Do  you  keep  separate  accounts  for  the  bar  and  hotel  1 — I  keep  them  in  a 
way  so  that  I  know  how  much  goes  out. 

87  90.  You  know  the  receipts  from  the  guests — the  boarders  and  lodgers ;  do  you 
keep  the  hotel  bills  separate  from  the  receipts  from  the  bar  ? — T  do  not.  I  may  say  that 
when  temperance  people  come  along  they  have  great  appetites. 

8791.  That  is  your  observation  ? — That  is  my  experience.  A  man  who  does  not 
drink  anything  makes  it  up  in  eating. 

8792.  Do  you  sell  liquor  to  others  than  guests  ? — Yes,  I  sell  to  anybody  who  buys ; 
that  is,  not  everybody,  because  I.  do  not  allow  everybody  in.  We  have  to  keep  up  a 
certain  standard,  or  we  cannot  get  on. 

8793.  What  standard  ? — Respectable  and  sober  people. 

8794.  Do  you  always  turn  them  out  sober? — Yes,  they  are  not  allowed  to  get 
drunk  there. 

8795.  Are  we  to  understand,  then,  that  you  make  profits  out  of  the  guests  who 
drink  in  order  to  help  you  to  feed  the  people  who  are  not  drinkers  ? — Yes. 

8796.  So  that  the  people  who  do  not  drink  do  not  really  pay  for  what  they  get  at 
your  hotel  ? — I  do  not  say  that  is  always  the  case,  because  there  are  many  people  who 
do  not  drink  and  will  not  drink. 

8797.  They  do  not  pay  for  w]hat  they  get  in  the  way  of  board  and  lodging! — They 
get  it  cheaper  than  a  person  who  gets  a  glass  of  grog. 

8798.  So,  has  not  the  person  who  takes  a  glass  of  grog  to  help  pay  to  feed  men 
who  do  not  drink  ? — We  strike  the  average,  and  we  have  to  do  it.  You  can  put  your 
own  construction  on  it. 

8799.  You  have  a  license  to  sell  liquor  1 — -Yes. 

8800.  I  think,  in  answer  to  a  question,  you  said  that  you  endeavoured  to  observe 
it ;  did  you  make  that  statement  ? — Yes. 

8801.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  law  has  not  been  broken  in  your  hotel  on 
Saturdays  or  Sundays  ? — I  am  not  prepared  to  answer  that  question. 

8802.  Why  do  you  object  to  answer  it  ? — Because  I  do  not  recollect.  I  could  not 
answer  the  question  properly. 

8803.  Can  you  give  a  negative  to  that  question  1 — No. 

8804.  And  you  do  not  care  to  give  an  affirmative  answer  ? — No. 

8805.  I  suppose  you  object  to  anything  other  than  a  license  law,  and  that  you 
would  object  to  a  prohibitory  law  so  far  as  St.  John  is  concerned  ? — I  would. 

8806.  Why  ? — I  would  have  to  shut  up  the  hotel  and  go  out  of  business. 

8807.  So  your  objection  is  a  personal  one  ? — Exactly. 

8808.  Do  you  know  anything  about  St.  John  county  ? — No. 

8809.  Did  you  keep  an  hotel  at  Loch  Lomond  ? — Yes. 

8810.  Did  you  keep  hotel  there  when  the  Scott  Act  was  supposed  to  be  in  force 
in  the  county  ? — I  forget  now.  I  do  not  think  we  knew  anything  about  it  being  in 
force  in  the  county. 

Thomas  P.  Raymond. 
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8811.  So  if  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force,  you  disregarded  it? — I  do  not  mean  to 
say  that. 

8812.  But  you  did  not  know  it  was  in  force  1 — It  was  not  known  out  there. 

8813.  Did  you  have  a  bar  at  Loch  Lomond  Hotel  ? — I  did  not  keep  the  hotel 

8814.  Did  the  person  who  represented  you  have  a  bar? — I  rented  the  hotel. 

8815.  Were  you  the  renting  party  1 — No. 

8816.  I  thought  you  kept  hotel  there  at  one  time,  and  that  you  were  responsible 
for  it?— No. 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

8817.  Has  the  Act  been  repealed  in  the  county  since  that  time,  or  is  it  still  in 
force? — It  is  still  in  force  I  believe  in  King^s  county. 

8818.  Is  it  enforced  in  St.  John  county? — No. 

8819.  It  has  been  repealed  ?—Yes. 

8820.  Has  drunkenness  increased  in  the  county  since  its  repeal  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

8821.  It  was  more  harmful  when  in  force  than  the  present  law? — Probably.  I  do 
not  think  it  made  much  difference. 

8822.  You  did  not  know  anything  about  the  operation  of  the  law  in  Portland  when 
the  Scott  Act  was  in  force  ? — Ten  miles  out  is  a  good  distance,  and  people  got  into  the 
habit  of  doing  as  they  liked. 

8823.  Do  you  know  of  any  hotel  in  this  or  any  other  city  where  a  bar-room  is  the 
principal  feature  of  the  hotel  proper  ? — I  never  heard  of  such  a  thing. 

8824.  You  are  supposed,  I  believe,  under  your  license,  to  provide  accommodation  for 
the  travelling  public  in  the  way  of  meals  and  rooms  ? — Yes,  to  meet  the  approbation  of 
the  Inspector. 

8825.  Is  the  saloon-keeper  obliged  to  have  a  certain  number  of  rooms  for  travel- 
lers, and  be  able  to  supply  meals  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

8826.  Is  he  obliged  by  law  to  have  the  bar-room  in  the  front  of  his  house  ? — I  never 
heard  of  it.     I  know  the  saloon-keepers  are  on  the  front  street. 

8827.  Is  his  whole  stock-in-trade  in  the  bar-room? — Yes. 

8828.  Did  you  ever  know  of  a  man  having  a  saloon  in  the  back  of  the  premises  ?-^ 
No,  I  never  did. 

8829.  You  do  not  know  anything  about  the  increase  or  decrease  of  drunkenness  in 
St  John  ? — I  know  that  the  city,  and  I  go  about  a  little  every  day,  is  very  orderly.  I 
can  recall  its  condition  a  great  many  years  ago,  when  it  was  not  so. 

8830.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  improvement  ? — There  was  more  trade  then, 
and  more  ships  were  coming  here. 

8831.  Then  the  increased  drunkenness  was  attributable  to  the  greater  floating 
population  ? — ^Yes,  to  a  population  of  that  description.  But  the  people  have  now  changed 
from  what  they  were  some  years  ago.     They  seem  to  be  more  respectable. 

8832.  Drunkenness  is  not  so  general  ?— No. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

8833.  Do  you  find  a  very  great  diflTerence  in  the  people  as  a  whole  in  this  respect  ? 
—Yes. 

8834.  What  difference  is  there  between  the  hotel  and  the  saloon  license  as  to  the 
amount  of  fee  charged  ? — I  could  not  tell  you  that. 

8835.  Speaking  for  yourself,  you  endeavour,  I  suppose,  to  keep  a  thoroughly  respect- 
able, well-conducted  house  ? — Yes,  that  is  my  aim. 

8836.  You  believe  you  succeed  in  doing  so  under  a  license  law  ? — Yes ;  I  do  not 
allow  any  improper  person  about  the  premises. 

By  Mr,  Clarke: 

8837.  Do  you  think  you  would  be  successful  in  keeping  a  first-class  hotel  if  the  bar 
were  the  principal  room  in  the  front  of  your  house  ? — No,  it  would  be  impossible. 

8838.  You  do  not  classify  your  guests  ;  you  take  total  abstainers  and  others  ? — Yes, 
of  course,  and  I  have  lots  of  them.  I  do  not  ask  anybody  whether  they  drink  or  do  not 
drink.     If  he  pays  his  bill,  when  he  goes  away,  that  is  all  I  know  about  him. 
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8839.  Do  you  think  the  plan  o 
having  all  the  guests  pass  through  t 
acceptable  ? — That  would  simply  be 
bar  has  to  be  kept  in  a  convenient  j 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod  : 

8840.  Why  out  of  the  way  ? — It  is  more  convenient. 

8841.  Are  things  convenient  always  when  they  are  out  of  the  way? — Yes,  some- 
times. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  ; 

8842.  The  total  abstainers  who  are  guests  need  not  see  the  bar  in  your  house,  I 
believe  ? — Noti  unless  they  like.    It  is  out  of  their  sight  entirely,  and  they  need  never  see  it. 

8843.  If  the  bar-room  was  placed,  as  is  contended,  in  front  of  the  hotel,  would  they 
not  have  to  pass  through  it  in  order  to  get  to  the  hotel  ? — Yes. 

By  Judge  McDoiudd : 

8844.  Have  you  travelled  abroad  ? — Yes. 

8845.  Have  you  been  in  France  ] — Yes. 

8846.  How  did  you  find  the  state  of  affairs  there  as  regard  the  people  ? — It  was  the 
custom  there  for  persons  to  sit  down  in  a  restaurant  and  order  anything  they  wanted, 
including  brandy  and  coffee,  and  they  obtained  it. 

8847.  Did  you  notice  what  they  drank  at  the  table  ? — They  had  wine  at  the  table, 
or  anything  else  they  required. 

8848.  It  is  the  custom  of  the  country,  I  suppose  ? — Yes. 

8849.  How  did  the  French  compare  as  being  a  sober  people  ? — They  ordered  what 
they  wanted,  generally  light  wines,  but  I  have  seen  some  taking  pretty  strong  stuffy 
but  they  were  always  respectful  and  did  not  forget  themselves  at  all. 

8850.  Has  the  consumption  in  the  community  of  light  beer  and  Ught  wines 
increased  of  late  years  ?  -  It  is  not  so  large  as  it  was  some  few  years  ago,  still  there  is 
considerable  used. 

8851.  And  as  to  aerated  waters  ? — Yes,  they  are  used  too,  and  I  keep  them.  You 
can  get  temperance  drinks  there  the  same  as  anything  else. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

8852.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  operation  of  the  Maine  liquor  law  ?— I 
think  it  has  always  been  a  failure. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

8853.  How  do  you  know  th«^t  ? — I  have  been  ther^  and  seen  it. 

8854.  How  often  have  you  been  there  ? — I  have  been  there  frequently.  I  have 
been  there  I  suppose  twenty-five  times  anyway. 

8855.  What  have  you  seen  there  that  leads  you  to  believe  the  law  is  a  failure  I— 
You  can  go  and  get  anvthing  you  want  there. 

8856.  You  base  your  statement  that  the  law  is  a  failure  on  that  fact.  What  part 
of  the  State  have  you  been  in  ? — I  was  in  Boston. 

8857.  What  other  part  of  Maine  have  you  been  in  ? — In  Portland.  I  now  remem- 
ber that  Boston  is  not  in  Maine.  I  have  also  been  at  Eastport  and  a  great  many  small 
towns,  and  there  was  lots  of  rum  all  the  way  through. 

8858.  Everywhere  the  law  was  a  failure  ? — I  suppose  so ;  because  the  Maine  Liquor 
Law  means  prohibition,  and  liquor  is  kept  in  hotels  and  there  is  no  scarcity  about  it  in 
that  place. 

8859.  Are  there  open  bars  there  1 — Yes. 

8860.  Where  ? — In  the  eastern  part  more  particularly. 

8861.  In  Boston  too? — In  Boston  too, 

8862.  That  is  proof  that  the  Maine  Liw  is  a  failure  ? — Yes,  you  .can  take  it  so,  if 
you  wish. 

Thomas  P.  Raymond. 
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By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

8863.  Have  you  ever  been  in  Manchester,  N.H.,  or  Portsmouth  ? — No,  I  never 
was  there. 


JOHN  BOND,  of  St.  John,  City  Marshal,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

8864.  What  are  the  duties  of  the  City  Marshal  ? — Collecting  back  taxes. 

8865.  How  long  have  you  held  the  position  ? — Going  on  three  years. 

8866.  Are  you  unable  to  gather  in  all  the  taxes  1 — Yes,  in  some  cases. 

8867.  In  such  cases  does  the  Council  remit  them,  or  do  you  levy  ? — In  some  cases 
we  levy,  and  sometimes  we  place  parties  who  do  not  pay  in  jail. 

8868.  Do  you  sometimes  find  people  who  have  nothing  to  seize  1 — Yes. 

8869.  And  that  represents  so  much  revenue  of  the  City  which  cannot  be  collected  1 
—Yes. 

8870.  You  put  people  in 'jail  for  the  non-payment  of  taxes  ? — Yes. 

8871.  For  the  non-payment  of  municipal  taxes? — For  any  back  taxes.  If  they 
refuse  to  pay  and  do  not  pay,  they  go  to  jail. 

8872.  But  if  there  are  any  goods,  you  levy  on  them,  X  suppose  1 — Yes. 

8873.  Who  decides  their  ability  to  pay  :  do  you  do  so  ? — No. 

8874.  Does  the  Magistrate  ? — No.  We  go  into  a  house  and  make  an  inspection, 
and  if  we  find  that  the  people  are  able  to  pay,  we  insist  on  payment. 

8875.  If  a  man  does  not  pay,  is  he  brought  before  a  Magistrate? — No,  we  have  the 
power  to  arrest  him  there  and  then. 

8876.  And  put  him  in  jail,  for  how  long  ? — I  think  the  rate  is  40  cents  a  day. 

8877.  Until  the  total  amount  of  the  taxes  is  made  up  ? — Yes. 

8878.  What  does  the  man  do  in  jail  ? — I  could  not  tell  you. 

8879.  Is  he  earning  anything  for  the  city  ? — Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

8880.  And  the  city  is  maintaining  him  there  ? — ^Yes. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

8881.  Have  you  had  anything  to  do  with  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act  1 — 
I  have  had  nothing  to  do  with  its  enforcement,  but  I  had  to  do  with  it  in  Portland. 

8882.  In  what  way  ? — I  was  one  of  the  representatives  at  the  poll.  I  represented 
the  Temperance  party  at  that  time. 

8883.  Were  you  at  any  time  an  Inspector  or  an  applicant  for  the  office  of  Inspector, 
in  Portland  ? — No,  I  was  not.  I  was  recommended  as  Inspector  at  one  time,  but  the 
Council  refused  to  make  an  appointment. 

8884.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  Council  having  instructed,  or  intimated  in 
some  way  to  the  policemen  that  they  need  not  enforce  the  law  in  Portland  ? — Yes. 
I  remember  at  the  time  it  was  announced  that  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force — which  was 
right  after  its  adoption — the  bar-rooms  in  Portland  closed  up,  for  the  Marshal  began  at 
Indiantown. 

8885.  Then  what  happened  :  why  did  they  not  stay  closed  ?i— The  Chief  of  the 
department  at  that  time.  Captain  Rollin,  found  that  the  bar-keepers  had  closed  up  their 
bars  when  the  announcement  appeared  that  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force. 

8886.  Did  they  continue  closed  ? — No,  they  did  not. 

8887.  Why  did  they  feel  bold  enough  to  open  again  ? — I  was  informed  that  the 
officers  were  instructed  to  go  no  further  in  the  matter,  that  there  was  some  little  defect 
in  the  law  ;  and  a  short  time  after  that  the  bars  were  all  open. 

8888.  Who  gave  those  instructions  ? — I  understood  the  Committee  of  the  Town 
Council. 
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8889.  Do  you  know  whether  any  resolution  was  passed  ? — If  my  memory  serves  me, 
I  think  the  daily  papers  announced  that  the  City  CJouncil  would  take  no  further  action 
in  the  matter. 

8890.  Do  you  know  that  there  was  no  action  taken  ? — Yes. 

8891.  And  the  liquor  stores  were  after  that,  open? — ^Yes. 

8892.  And  they  were  not  interfered  with  in  selling  ? — Not  to  my  knowledge. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

8893.  Have  you  observed  the  working  of  the  Scott  Act  in  the  County  of  St  John 
and  other  places? — Yes;  I  was  .District  Chief  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Good 
Templars,  and  I  travelled  over  the  province. 

8894.  What  do  you  know  about  the  working  of  the  Act  ? — In  some  places  I  found 
that  the  Act  worked  very  well. 

8895.  And  in  some  other  places  what  did  you  find  ? — I  may  say  that  I  have  heard 
some  of  the  evidence  in  regard  to  Fredericton  given  before  this  Commission.  I  visited 
Fredericton  while  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force,  at  the  time  of  the  Firemen's  Tournament 
there.  Being  a  temperance  man,  I  thought.  I  would  go  and  see  how  easy  it  was  to  get 
liquor,  as  I  had  heard  so  much  about  the  Act  being  violated.  I  remember  on  one 
occasion  there  were  three  of  us  together,  and  we  found  that  liquor  could  not  be  got  so 
easily  there  as  some  people  made  out. 

8896.  How  did  you  get  it  on  that  occasion? — I  do  not  know  how  many  places  we 
tried  before  we  got  a  glass  of  liquor.  At  all  events  we  tried  several  different  places 
where  it  was  supposed  to  be  sold,  and  at  the  seventh  place  we  were  successful. 

8897.  Was  it  a  bar-room  ? — Not  altogether  a  bar-room. 

8898.  What  was  it  ? — We  were  led  through  a  stable. 

8899.  That  was  an  out  of  the  way  place  ?— Yes.  After  that  we  were  taken  from 
the  stable  by  a  back  entrance,  into  a  large  tenement  house.  After  reaching  the  second 
floor,  we  were  taken  through  two  or  three  rooms  and  then  went  down  stairs.  We  were 
taken  to  a  little  place  not  much  bigger  than  the  place  in  which  we  are  now  sitting. 
There  was  a  small  window  cut  out,  and  you  stood  outside.  There  was  a  lady  behind, 
and  she  handed  out  the  liquor,  and  each  man  paid  ten  cents  for  a  glass.  You  then 
stepped  outside  the  door ;  and  that  was  the  end  of  it. 

8900.  There  was  considerable  secrecy  observed  ? — A  great  deal. 

8901.  Do  you  consider  they  did  a  flourishing  trade  in  a  bar-room  of  that  kind? — 
No,  I  do  not  think  so. 

8902.  Do  you  regard  that  as  an  indication  of  the  failure  of  the  law  ? — No,  1  think 
they  were  kind  of  scared  of  the  law. 

8903.  Is  that  the  only  place  in  Fredericton  ^^here  liquors  are  sold  ? — No,  I  found 
there  was  liquor  sold  in  one  of  the  principal  hotels  there. 

8904.  Was  there  much  difl&culty  in  obtaining  liquors  there  ? — There  was  consider- 
able difliculty,  for  I  think  the  party  who  was  with  me  on  that  occasion  waited  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour,  while  other  parties  were  admitted  by  the  back  door. 

8905.  Were  they  doing  a  rushing  business  ? — They  were  very  busy. 

8906.  You  spoke  about  your  official  position  in  the  Good  Templars  Order,  and 
mentioned  that  you  had  visited  many  places.  You  said  that  in  some  places  the  Act  was 
effective,  while  it  was  not  observed  in  other  places  ? — It  is  like  other  laws,  there  are  a 
great  many  infringments  of  it. 

8907.  You  find  that  in  some  places  the  Act  is  infringed  ? — Yes. 

8908.  And  in  others  very  fairly  observed  ? — Yes. 

8909.  To  what- do  you  attribute  the  non-observance  of  the  law  by  the  trade? — The 
failure  in  Portland  at  that  time  was  greatly  due  to  the  carelessness  of  the  temperance 
party  themselves. 

8910.  And  how  is  it  in  regard  to  other  places  ? — In  the  out  districts  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  law  would  not  be  watched  closely,  because  the  houses  were  more  spread 
than  in  the  city  of  Portland. 

8911.  You  blame  the  non-enforcement  in  some  degree  on  the  temperance  people  t — 
To  a  certain  extent  I  do. 

John  Bond. 
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8912.  In  what  were  they  to  blame  1 — When  the  Scott  Act  came  into  force,  and 
when  they  had  the  law  in  their  own  hands,  they  did  not  go  to  work  as  they  might  have 
done  as  temperance  men.  They  did  not  show  their  colours  as  plainly  as  they  ought  to 
have  done. 

8913.  And  the  result  of  their  apathy  was  that  liquor  was  sold  pretty  freely  1 — Yes, 
pretty  freely. 

8914.  Are  they  apathetic  in  other  parts  of  the  province  where  the  Scott  Act  is  not 
observed  1 — I  do  not  know.  In  travelling  through  the  Province  I  have  found  St.  Martin's 
to  be  a  very  temperate  place  indeed.  I  assisted  at  meetings  in  St.  Martin's  in  the  course 
of  my  temperance  work,  and  I  do  not  think  I  met  six  drunken  men  all  the  time  I  was 
there. 

8915.  Can  you  attribute  the  non-enforcement  of  the  Act  to  any  other  cause  except 
the  apathy  of  the  people  ? — Yes,  I  do. 

8916.  What  else? — There  are  not  so  many  people,  of  course,  in  St. Martin's  as  there  , 
are  in  a  large  city ;  you  would  not  come  in  contact  with  so  many  people,  and  find  so 
many  drunken  people  among  them. 

8917.  Then  is  the  law  more  readily  enforced  in  small  populations  ? — ^Yes. 

8918.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  non-enforcement  in  the  outside  districts? — 
Because  there  are  no  officers  to  enforce  it  and  they  have  not  the  funds. 

8919.  Who  ?— The  officers. 

8920.  Has  not  the  Council  the  right  to  appoint  officers  ? — They  do  not  do  it. 

8921.  Have  they  not  the  right?— Yes. 

8922.  And  why  do  they  not  enforce  the  law  ? — I  do  not  know. 

8923.  Can  it  be  enforced  ? — If  the  Scott  Act  had  been  left  alone  when  the  bar- 
rooms were  closed  in  Portland,  and  if  the  temperance  people  had  gone  to  the  front,  as 
they  should  have  done,  and  enforced  the  law,  I  say  it  would  be  enforced  to-day,  and  that 
part  of  the  city,  the  north  end,  would  not  have  a  rum  shop  in  it. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

8924.  Suppose  you  were  appointed  by  the  Government  to-morrow  to  the  position 
of  Inspector,  with  power  to  enforce  the  law,  do  you  think  you  could  enforce  it  throughout 
the  province  ? — I  would  make  a  very  good  attempt. 

8925.  Do  you  think  you  would  be  successful  ? — I  do. 

8926.  I  understand  that  in  Portland  the  adoption  of  the  Scott  Act  was  carried  by 
a  majority  of  147  and  was  repealed  by  a  majority  of  424.  Do  you  think  the  Act  was 
discredited  by  its  non-observance  ? — Yes. 

*     By  Mr.  Clarke : 

8927.  Did  you  ever  find  that  anybody  voted  against  the  Act  because  it  did  not  go 
far  enough  ? — Yes. 

8928.  Were  they  endeavouring  to  enforce  the  law,  or  were  they  lukewarm  ? — The 
reason  why  the  Act  is  not  enforced  is,  because  they  put  their  hands  in  their  pockets  and 
do  not  feel  inclined  to  pay  the  expenses  of  its  enforcement. 

8929.  Does  the  Council  reflect  the  public  feeling  in  not  taking  action  ? — They  do, 
to  a  certain  extent. 

By  Bev.  Br,  McLeod : 

8930.  You  collect  unpaid  taxes  ? — Yes. 

8931.  And  you  come  into  contact  with  considerable  poverty,  I  suppose? — Yes. 

8932.  Do  you  find  any  of  the  inability  to  pay  taxes  is  attributable  to  the  people 
wasting  their  money  in  drink  ? — I  certainly  say  so. 

8933.  Many  cases  ? — A  great  many  cases. 

8934.  Have  you  ever  known  cases  in  which  the  wives  and  children  had  struggled 
to  get  sufi^cient  money  to  pay  the  taxes  while  the  husband  wasted  his  time  and  money 
in  drinking  ? — I  have.  I  have  now  four  cases  of  that  kind  right  under  my  eye.  There 
is  one  case  in  particular  that  I  might  speak  of,  a  case  in  which  a  lady  told  me  herself 
that  on  account  of  the  amount  of  money  squandered  by  her  husband  in  liquor,  she  was 
compelled  to  devote  her  earnings  to  pay  the  taxes  to  keep  herself  out  of  jail. 
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JOHN  McGOLDRICK.  St.  John,  merchant,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

8935.  Where  do  you  live  ? — At  the  north  ehd,  which  was  formerly  Portland. 

8936.  Did  you  live  there  when  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force  ? — Yes. 

8937.  Were  you  an  Alderman  at  that  time  1 — Yes. 

8938.  Was  any  attempt  made  to  enforce  the  Act  1 — Very  little. 

8939.  Why  was  that  ? — Previous  to  the  Scott  Act  we  had  a  Local  Act,  passed  by 
the  Legislature,  which  was  one  and  the  same  as  our  Police  Act.  Then  the  Dominion 
Act  came  into  force.  We  were  led  to  believe  by  our  Solicitor  that  the  Dominion  Act 
was  not  in  force  in  our  city.  Shortly  afterwards  the  Scott  Act  came  into  force,  and  we 
were  again  led  to  believe  by  our  Solicitor  that  we  had  no  right  to  interfeije.  We  took 
little  or  no  action  whatever. 

8940.  Did  you  take  any  action  as  a  Council  to  prevent  the  enforcement  of  any  of 
those  laws  ? — No. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

8941.  You  are  a  merchant? — Yrs. 

8942.  In  what  business? — In  the  junk  business. 


RICHARD  R AWLINGS,  of  St.  John,  Captain  of  Police,  on  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  as  follows : —  .  ' 

By  Judge  McDonald :  > 

8943.  Are  you  Chief  of  Police  of  the  city  ? — No,  I  am  Captain  of  the  southern 
division. 

8944.  Would  that  be  the  Portland  division  ? — No ;  it  is  part  of  the  old  site  of  the 
city. 

8945.  Do  you  live  within  it  or  in  Portland  ? — In  Portland. 

8946.  Were  you  Chief  of  Police  in  Portland  ? — Yes,  until  the  union  of  the  two 
cities  in  1887. 

8947.  Do  you  remember  the  Scott  Act  being  in  force  in  Portland  ? — Yes. 

8948.  Was  any  attempt  made  to  enforce  it  ? — Some  slight  attempt. 

8949.  Was  it  successful  ? — It  was  not. 

8950.  Did  the  people  sell  liquor  freely  ? — Nothing  more  than  they  had  done  before. 

8951.  You  do  not  think  liquor  was  sold  in  more  places  than  formerly] — I  do  not 
think  so. 

8952.  Nor  in  any  larger  quantities  ? — No. 

8953.  Was  there  more  drunkenness  ? — No. 

8954.  Then  you  kept  the  same  state  of  things  prevailing  ? — Yes,  about  the  same  as 
under  the  license  law. 

8955.  Did  the  people  close  their  bars  on  Sunday  ? — Some  did. 

8956.  Did  they  close  on  Saturday  night,  as  provided  by  the  old  license  law  ?— Yes. 

8957.  Did  you  as  Chief  of  Police  attempt  to  enforce  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  did  at  the 
beginning. 

8958.  Why  did  you  cease  doing  so  ? — Because  I  was  not  backed  up. 

8959.  By  whom  ? — By  the  Council.     The  Council  did  not  recognize  the  Act. 

8960.  Did  the  Council  instruct  you  not  to  enforce  the  Act  ?— I  do  not  remember 
exactly  whether  they  did  not,  but  they  refused  to  appoint  an  Inspector. 

8961.  You  do  not  recollect  any  instructions  given  to  you  one  way  or  the  other,  but 
you  say  you  found  that  you  were  not  backed  up,  and  no  Inspector  was  appointed  ?— Yes. 

John  McGoldrick. 
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By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod : 

8962.  Did  you,  after  the  Act  was  proclaimed  to  be  in  force,  see  the 
and  did  they,  after  you  had  seen  them,  close  up  for  a  time? — On  the  fir 
a  Monday,  I  visited  the  whole  of  the  bar-rooms  from  one  end  of  the  city 
the  other,  and  I  notified  them  that  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force  and  they 
close  up.  On  Tuesday,  I  went  through  the  city  again,  and  I  saw  that  t 
bar-rooms  were  closed.  If  I  mistake  not,  on  Wednesday  night  there  wa 
the  Council  held,  and  the  Town  Solicitor,  Mr.  Gregory,  gave  it  as  his  o 
law  was  tdtra  vires  in  the  locality,  on  account  of  the  city  of  Portland  h; 
Act  embodied  with  its  Police  Act.     From  that  date  there  was  nothing  d 

8963.  Owing  to  that  opinion  given  by  the  town  solicitor,  I  sup] 
dealers  felt  free  afterwards  to  sell  ?— Yes.  If  I  mistake  not,  I  reporter 
and  the  cases  were  tried  before  the  Police  Magistrate,  but  there  were  no  co 
The  town  solicitor,  who  acted  for  the  defendants,  appealed,  and  the  cases 

8964.  Do  you  say  that  the  town  solicitor  was  counsel  for  the  defenc 

8965.  And  were  the  fines  never  collected  ? — The  cases  went  to  ap 
there. 

8966.  Did  that  condition  of  affairs  continue  until  the  repeal  of  the  \ 
— Yes.  After  the  union  of  Portland  with  St.  John  I  handed  in  between 
reports  to  the  gentleman  who  was  then  Chief  of  Police,  and  the  matter  r 

8967.  They  did  not  go  any  further  ? — No. 

8968.  From  yotir  knowledge  of  Portland  and  the  enforcement  of  th 
you  believe  that  but  for  that  uncertainty  as  to  whether  the  law  was  in  f 
Scott  Act  could  have  been  enforced  there  ? — I  think  that  if  I  had  had 
up  from  the  very  commencement,  I  could  have  done  so  ;  but  later  on,  I 
done  it. 

8969.  You  mean  backing  up  by  the  Council  ? — Yes,  or  by  the  ten 
I  was  at  a  meeting  of  the  temperance  party  one  night,  and  I  told  the 
afford  to  carry  on  the  prosecutions,  and  they  absolutely  refused  to  assist  i 
of  funds  with  which  to  carry  them  on. 

8970.  Was  that  because  there  was  an  uncertainty  as  to  the  law  bei 
could  not  say  what  their  ideas  were. 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

8971.  The  Act  had  been  carried,  I  believe,  by  a  considerable  majori 
was  carried  by  rather  a  small  majority. 

8972.  Did  the  Council  instruct  you  not  to  proceed  against  those  ] 
had  made  your  first  attempt  to  enforce  the  Act  ? — I  do  not  think  they  c 
same  time,  the  majority  of  the  Council  were  opposed  to  it.  I  was  under  i 
and  guidance  of  the  Council. 

8973.  You  say  they  did  not  instruct  you.  Now,  would  it  be  your 
the  law  unless  you  received  instructions  to  the  contrary  ? — Before  the 
into  force  I  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Council,  asking  instructions  relative 
and  I  nfever  received  a  reply  to  my  letter. 

8974.  That  puts  a  different  phase  on  it.     They  did  not  tiiink  it 
reply  to  your  communication  1 — Yes. 

8975.  And  you  brought  up  some  cases,  and  they  were  not  gone  on  \ 

8976.  Was  there  any  increase  in  drunkenness  after  that  ? — No,  in 
a  slight  decrease. 

8977.  Though  there  was  free  rum  ? — From  1877  it  seemed  to  dwind 

8978.  During  the  time  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force  it  dwindled  ? — Ye 

8979.  Has  it  gone  up  again  since  licenses  have  been  given  there  ? — I 

8980.  Has  there  been  a  steady  decrease  since  the  licenses  have 
think  the  same  state  of  things  exists. 

8981.  But  during  the  Scott  Act  it  decreased? — I  think  it  decreasec 

8982.  Has  the  condition  of  trade  anything  to  do  with  the  increase  1 

8983.  If  the  public  authorities  had  supported  you,  would  you  ha 
enforce  the  Act  ? — I  think  so. 
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^AYLOR,  of  St.  John,  on  being  duly  sw< 
!  McDonald: 

5  your  occupation  or  calling  ? — Banker. 
\Y  ? — Manager  of  the  Halifax  Banking  Ck 
ng  have  you  been  a  resident  of  St.  John ' 
that  time  you  have  been  Manager  of  the 
)  you  find  the  state  of  aifairs  in  the  city  c 

ou  been  brought  at  all  in  connection  witl 

case. 

5  license  law  1 — No. 

1  in  a  position  to  speak  as  to  whether  the 

ler  by  the  liquor  trade  1 — No,  I  am  not. 

e  not  swayed  by  that  ? — I  do  not  think  » 

rigatdt  : 

,re  your  views  as  to  the  prohibitory  liquo 
ught  nothing  about  it  until  I  was  summo 
time  is  ripe  for  prohibition, 
think  a  general  prohibition  law  could  be 

Clarke  : 

vould  be  the  effect  of  the  passage  of  a  p 
jtary  institutions  of  the  country  ?— I  do  d 
^t  all. 

think  brewers  and  distillers  who  have  mc 
ated  if  a  prohibitory  law  was  passed  ? — C 

Dr.  McLeod: 

-They  have  invested  money  in  the  busin 
ey  should  be  compensated  if  it  were  desti 

you  apply  that  principle  to  other  branch 
t  a  fact  that  the  people  who  are  engaged 
•pinion  is  against  it,  and  accordingly  take 

e  case  of  a  brewer  or  distiller  in  St.  John, 
d  be  the  loss  of  money  invested  ? — A  coni 
would  be  of  no  use. 

^our  observation,  do  you  find  that  capit 
[link  so. 

country,  is  it  not  true  that  about  every  c 
it  it  is  more  difficult  now  than  before  to  ^ 
that  capital  was  taken  out  of  the  brewer 
3re  ? — It  is  doubtful  if  it  could  find  anoth 
the  capitalist  be  incapable  of  engaging  in 
business  all  his  life,  he  would  be  better  j 
ming  money  in  that  business  than  in  anc 
uld  he  find  profitable  investment  for   h 

ink  the  country  is  not  yet  ripe  for  prohi 
.red  to  say. 

I  say  that  you  believe  the  prohibition  of 
js  one  way  or  the  other  ? — I  do  not  think 

AY  LOR. 
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1  of  the  brewer  or  distiller  :  would  not  a 

^ ^ J  that  could  not  be  easily  put  into  other 

could  not  be  withdrawn  very  readily  ;  it  would  not  be  easily  put  into  oth 

By  Eev,  Dr.  McLeod: 

9009.  A  gas  company  has  buildings  and  plant :  supposing  electricity  ^ 
should  the  gas  company  be  compensated  V—1  think  that  is  hardly  the  san 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

9010.  The  gas  company  are  not  prevented  from  manufacturing  gas  si 
quite  different. 


|)  JOSEPH  O'BRIEN,  of  St.  John,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  f 

J  By  Judge  McDonald: 

^ .  9011.  What  is  your  occupation  or  calling  ? — Harbour  Inspector  and  Fis 

{  9012.  Have  you  had  anything  to  do  with  the  enforcement  of  the  lice 

t,         Scott  Act  ?— No. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod :  ^ 

9013.  Have  you  some  ofl&cial  position  ? — Yes  ;  I  am  required  to  enfo 
and  harbour  laws. 

9014.  You  are  a  Dominion  official  ? — Yes. 

9015.  Do  you  find  it  difficult  to  enforce  these  laws? — Some  cases  arc 
some  are  not. 

9016.  What  are  your  duties  % — To  prevent  fishing  during  the  close  s 
carry  out  the  Fishery  Act. 

9017.  Do  you  find  it  difficult  to  enforce  the  law  during  the  close  seas 
mean  under  general  prohibition  or  under  partial  prohibition  ? 

9018.  What  do  you  regard  as  partial  and  what  as  general  prohil 
provisions  of  the  law  say  that  no  man  shall  catch  or  sell  or  have  in  his  pos 
the  close  season. 

9019.  Is  there  any  difficulty  there  % — There  is  none  in  enforcing  that 

9020.  WTaat  is  partial  ? — When  the  law  says  you  must  not  catch  sal 
first  August.    That  I  cannot  enforce.     Where  I  can  seize  the  fish,  I  have 

9021.  Do  you  reason  from  that,  that  there  may  be  difficulties  ii 
ment  of  general  prohibition  ? — I  think  there  would  be  no  difficulty  whate^ 

9022.  Because  it  would  prevent  importation  as  well  as  sale  ? — Yes  ;  t 
no  difliculty,  if  you  appointed  proper  officials. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

9023.  You  would  prevent  the  sale  and  the  smuggling,  by  officials  of 
Government  1 — Yes,  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  that. 
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JONES,  of  St.  John,  brewer,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : 
e  McDonald: 

'  long  have  you  been  in  the  business  of  brewing? — Since  1882." 
r  output  a  large  one  ? — Considerable. 

►ur  business  fairly  increased  since  you  commenced  ? — Yes,  largely ;  it 
ts  own  of  late  years, 
do  you  do  business? — In  New  Brunswick,  Nova  Scotia  and  Prince 

I  send  any  out  of  the  country  ? — No. 

ive  not  found  a  decrease  in  those  provinces  ? — No ;  there  has  been  an 

9nt  in  to  it. 

Dr,  McLeod: 

ou  a  statement  of  the  number  of  your  employees  ? — We  employ  1 6  men. 
le  wages  that  are  paid  ? — They  average  about  $8  a  week  each, 
lur  business  increased  as  regarck  sales  in  St.  John  City  ? — They  are 
but  we  do  not  keep  an  account  of  any  one  part,   simply  the  general 

I  carry  on  any  other  branch  of  business  ? — No. 

e  not  importers  ? — No. 

'^ou  been  importers  at  any  time  ? — Not  since  I  have  been  in  the  firm. 

Ill  did  import  at  one  time  ? — Years  ago,  yes ;  but  it  is  quit<e  a  number 

'  have  done  so. 

ou  any  intention  of  getting  out  of  the  business  ? — Not  unless  we  are 

you  object  to  be  driven  out  ? — I  would,  yes. 

llarke : 

)resent  appearance,  you  are  not  likely  to  be  driven  out.     Is  the  .sale 
counties  surrounding  ? — It  is  increasing,  but  it  is  changing.  In  Scott 

re  the  Scott  Act,  it  was  draught  ale,  while  now  it  is  bottled  ale. 

led  ale  more  easily  handled  by  hotelkeepers,  or  is  that  the  popular  form 

umed  now  ? — It  is  more  easily  handled, 
go  to  the  hotelkeepers  or  to  private  families? — It  goes  into  families. 

u  notice  any  particular  variations  in  the  different  counties,  and  did  the 

spasmodic  efforts  were  made  to  enforce  the  Scott  Act  ? — Yes.   The  desire 

•mes  up  stronger  than  ever,  and  then  it  falls  back  to  the  same  thing. 

le  Scott  Act  has  the  result  of  reducing  the  sale  of  beer,  when  enforced  ? 

t  it  increases  the  sale  of  whisky. 

)  not  sell  whisky  ? — No ;  but  I  know  that  much. 

hstanding  that  the  Act  has  been  in  force  in-most  of  the  counties  in 

3ur  sale  of  ale  has  not  decreased  ? — No. 

ou  any  reason  to  believe  that  the  sale  of  the  products  of  other  brew- 

[  ? — There  are  only  two  breweries  in  this  province,  and  Mr.  Reddy 

ear. 

Dr,  McLeod: 

ddy  said  he  had  been  in  the  business  30  years  ? — Only  the  lager  beer 

rigault : 
sell  large  quantities  to  persons  in  Scott  Act  counties? — A  large 

persons  who  retail  that  beer  ? — Yes. 

ONES. 
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By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

9051.  Do  you  collect  easily  from  those  persons? — It  is  generally  c 

9052.  Do  your  sales  to  hotelkeepers  increase  or  decrease  ? — They 
same. 

9053.  You  spoke  about  the  sales  of  whisky  increasing  ;  how  do  ^ 
result  ? — I  have  had  access  to  the  books  of  several  people  who  deal  in 
handle  it  at  all. 

9054.  How  long  is  it  since  your  firm  went  out  of  the  importation 
so  on  1 — I  do  not  know.  I  went  into  the  firm  in  1882,  and  they  had  bee 
years  then. 


GEORGE  A.  KNODEL  of  St.  John,  printer,  on  being  duly  sw< 
follows  : —  ^ 

By  Jtidge  McDonald  : 

9055.  Do  you  hold  an  official  position  in  connection  with  the  A 
mittee  ? — Yes. 

9056.  What  position  1 — Chairman  of  the  Committee. 

9057.  We  had  the  Chaplain  here.  Rev.  Mr.  Raymond  ;  were  you  prej 

9058.  Have  you  any  statistics  or  reports  that  would  show  the  caust 
to  persons  being  brought  there  for  relief  ? — No  ;  but  from  my  observat 
the  cases  that  have  come  before  me,  I  think  intemperance  was  one  of  th 

9059.  Are  you  able  to  say  in  what  proportion  of  cases  1 — I  should  s« 

9060.  Both  men  and  women  ? — No,  not  all  women  ;  women  come  t 
causes. 

9061.  How  many  are  there  now? — The  average  is  about  175,  me 
childi'en. 

By  Bev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

9062.  Your  statements  agree,  in  the  main,  with  the  statement 
Secretary  and  by  Mr.  Raymond  ? — There  can  be  only  one  set  of  stater 
not  be  imagined  that  all  these  people  belong  to  the  City  and  County  of  S 
there  is  a  law  which  compels  a  residence  of  over  a  year,  >^  e  are  bound  1 
no  matter  from  whence  they  come.  There  are  many  females  from  the  n 
get  a  residence,  and  we  have  to  put  them  there. 

9063.  When  they  are  in  need  you  take  care  of  them  1 — Yes. 

9064.  You  have  been  an  Alderman,  I  believe  ?  — Yes. 

9065.  And  been  engaged  more  or  less  in  public  life  ? — Yes. 

9066.  Have  you  definite  views  concerning  the  prohibition  of  the 
As  far  as  I  am  personally  concerned,  I  should  like  to  see  prohibition,  b 
only  a  matter  of  theory.  I  think  you  might  as  well  try  to  preven 
potatoes  as  to  try  to  suppress  or  kill  the  liquor  traffic,  because  I  belie v 
farm  in  the  country  but  would  have  a  still.  While  I  would  be  happy 
carried  and  would  be  willing  to  submit  ta  a  reasonable  tax  to  mal 
ciency  in  the  revenue,  I  am  confident  it  would  take  an  army  of  officials 
law  ;  and  it  would  only  be  the  Scott  Act  repeated  on  a  larger  scale. 

9067.  Do  you  think  a  prohibitory  law  would  not  be  an  improveme 
Act  ? — No  ;  I  think  there  would  be  the  defects  of  the  Scott  Act  on  a  lai 

9068.  Do  you  think  a  prohibitory  law,  thoroughly  enforced,  woi 
Certainly,  I  do. 

9069.  You  are  doubtful  about  its  enforcement  ? — I  am  not  doubtful 
I  feel  positive  it  could  not  be  thoroughly  enforced. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


464  ROYAL   COMMISSION    ON   THE    LIQUOR  TRAPFia 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

9070.  Why  ? — Because  I  believe  that  officials  never  could  be  maintained  by  the 
general  Govemment  to  suppress  the  illicit  stills ;  and  besides,  the  necessity  of  manu- 
facturing  alcohol  for  chemical  and  medicinal  purposes  would  lead  to  alcohol  being  used 
far  in  excess  of  that  needed  for  legitimate  purposes. 


ALEXANDER  C.  JARDINE,  of  St.  John,  grocer,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed 
as  follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

9071.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  St.  John? — I  was  born  here. 

9072.  And  have  always  lived  here? — Yes. 

9073.  How  long  have  you  been  engaged  as  a  grocer  ? — About  20  years  or  a  little 
over. 

9074.  Have  you  seen  the  operation  of  the  license  law  in  this  city  ? — I  have. 

9075.  How  did  you  find  it  work  ? — I  think  it  is  a  sober  place  as  compared  with 
any  city  of  the  size. 

-     9076.  You  have  a  seafaring  population  at  times  ? — Yes. 

9077.  That  sometimes  makes  a  place  more  disorderly  than  an  inland  place? — Of 
course,  sailors  are  apt  to  be  that. 

9078.  Have  you  seen  the  working  of  the  Scott  Act  1 — I  have  been  in  places  where 
the  Scott  Act  was  in  operation. 

9079.  In  this  province? — Yes. 

9080. .  How  did  you  find  it  work  ? — Not  satisfactorily  at  all. 

9081.  Liquor  was  sold  in  those  places  ? — Yes. 

9082.  Could  you  form  an  opinion  as  to  whether  the  liquor  sold  in  those  places  was 
adulterated  or  not  1 — It  is  of  pretty  fair  quality  in  some  places. 

9083.  Are  you  engaged  in  the  trade  yourself? — No. 

9084.  Have  you  had  any  experience  of  the  operation  of  a  prohibitory  law  in  Nova 
Scotia  or  elsewhere  ? — They  had  the  Scott  Act  in  Nova  Scotia.  I  have  been  in  places 
where  the  Scott  Act  was  in  operation  there. 

9085.  Was  liquor  sold  there  ?-— Yes,  it  is  sold  in  Kentville,  where  I  was  the 
other  day. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

9086.  Is  your  belief  that  the  Scott  Act  is  a  failure  based  on  your  observ^ation,  or 
what  you  have  read  in  the  papers  or  heard  from  others  ? — Partly  from  the  papers  and 
partly  from  personal  observation. 

9087.  Has  it  restricted  the  trade,  or  been  an  absolute  failure? — I  think  all  the 
eftorts  to  restrain  drinking  and  drunkenness  have  their  effect. 

9088.  Even  the  efforts  made  by  law  have  their  effect? — They  seem  to  have  some  effect 

9089.  As  a  grocer,  have  you  observed  whether  the  drink  trade  has  any  effect  on 
your  business  ? — In  what  way  ? 

9090.  In  that  the  patrons  of  the  drink  trade  purchase  less  largely  and  are  not  so 
good  pay  ? — I  never  noticed  that. 

9091.  Do  you  believe  that  if  a  man  by  his  drink  habits  earns  less,  and  has  less 
purchasing  power,  therefore  your  business  and  the  general  business  may  be  interfered 
with  ? — I  have  never  observed  it.  Of  course  if  he  has  less  money  and  cannot  pay  his 
bills,  it  is  bad  for  his  business. 

9092.  Has  it  ever  occurred  to  you  that  the  money  which  goes  into  the  drink  trade 
is  so  much  money  that  would  otherwise  pass  into  the  other  branches  of  trade  ? — There 
is  no  doubt  about  that. 

George  A.  Knodel. 
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9093.  Therefore,  it  is  injurious  to  other  branches  of  t 
that  it  could  be  spent  in  other  branches  of  trade. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

9094.  What  do  you  think  of  the  moral  effect  on  tl 
on  the  statute-book  which  is  so  flagrantly  violated  as  th 
not  consider  it  good. 

9095.  Have  you  been  in  Yarmouth  ? — Yes,  many  yes 

9096.  You  have  observed  the  way  in  which  the  law  i 
is  better  observed  there  than  in  many  places. 

9097.  Have  you  been  in  Digby  ? — Yes. 

9098.  How  is  it  observed  ? — Liquor  is  sold  there. 

9099.  The  Scott  Act  is  in  force  there?— Yes^  I  belies 

9100.  Have  you  had  experience  in  the  State  of  Mail 

9101.  Does  the  same  state  of  affairs  prevail  all  over  \ 
out  the  law  % — In  some  cases  it  is  carried  out  more  than  ii 

9102.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  activity  in  ca 
places  ? — To  the  public  interest  taken  by  the  people. 

9103.  And  the  non-enforcement  you  attribute  to  the 
so. 

9104.  You  think  if  the  public  were  in  earnest  in  t\. 
enforced  1 — If  the  public  were  in  earnest,  the  law  could  b< 

9105.  And  you  attribute  the  non-enforcement  of  the 
the  part  of  the  people  ? — I  think  so. 

9106.  Do  you  think  a  general  prohibitory  law  could 
it  could  be,  except  in  small  places. 

9107.  Could  it  be  in  cities? — It  could  not  be  enforce* 

9108.  The  Scott  Act  is  more  effective  in  rural  place 
the  vast  majority  of  the  people  are  temperate. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod : 

9109.  Your  business  is  in  groceries  exclusively? — Yei 

9110.  Sometimes  small  traders  in  country  places  sen< 
ask  for  small  pieces  of  dry  goods  and  so  on  to  be  forwarde 

9111.  Are  you  asked  to  send  liquor  in  that  way  ? — S 

9112.  Have  you  sent  such  a  package  with  your  goo 
We  frequently  send  liquor  of  various  kinds  to  people  out  < 

9113.  And  in  the  Scott  Act  counties? — I  presume  s 
now. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

9114.  Are  they  sent  to  be  resold  or  for  consumption 
We  do  not  send  except  for  their  own  use. 

9115.  One  of  the  results  is  to  send  packages  inclosec 
sarily. 

9116.  Do  these  people  resell  it? — I  do  not  think  we 
resell  it ;  they  get  it  for  their  own  use. 
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LIAM  R.   ROBINSON,  of  Newcastle,   Northumberland  County,  on  iWg 
1,  deposed  as  follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

What  is  your  occupation  or  calling  ? — Travelling  Secretary  for  the  Good 
during  the  last  two  years. 

In  the  discharge  of  your  duties,  do  you  go  through  the  Province  of  New 
:  ?— Yes. 

And  Nova  Scotia  ? — No,  New  Brunswick  and  the  Islands  of  Campobello  and 
nan. 

Do  you  find  any  sale  of  liquor  in  counties  where  the  prohibitory  law  is  in 
L  some  sections  of  counties. 

What  are  your  duties  % — To  organize  Good  Templars  Lodges  and  lecture  on 
)les  of  the  Order. 

Do  you  deliver  public  lectures  at  villages  and  towns  ? — Yes. 

Have  you  had  anything  to  do  with  the  enforcement  of  the  law  ? — I  have. 

As  Inspector  ? — No,  as  one  of  a  committee  and  as  a  citizen. 

In  what  counties  ? — In  Northumberland,  Albert,  and  I  have  visited  other 

Take  the  County  of  Northumberland :  have  you  been  able  to  suppress  the 
•e  1 — We  have. 

So  it  is  stamped  out  ? — Not  entirely. 

In  parts  ? — Yes,  in  Rogersville,  North  Esk  and  South  Esk,  in  those  three 
am  sure  no  liquor  can  be  obtained.  I  am  not  sure  about  any  other  parishes, 
v^  of  sections  where  it  cannot  be  obtained. 

How  many  parishes  are  there  in  Northumberland  1 — Thirteen. 

Can  you  name  any  parishes  in  Albert  County  where  no  liquor  can  be 
—I  do  not  know  that  I  could  name  the  parishes,  but  I  might  the  villages. 
Arvey,  for  one,  where  no  liquor  can  be  obtained. 

?y  Mr.  Clarke  : 

What  is  the  population  ? — Probably  500  people  or  more. 

What  other  towns  are  there  in  Albert  county  ? — There  is  a  place  called 
]'here  is  one  place  there  where  they  are  selling  it. 

Only  one  ? — Yes. 

How  large  is  that  1 — I  should  judge  as  large  as  Harvey.  There  is  Riverside 
;,  and  the  bar-room  is  run  on  a  marsh  by  a  cripple.  They  were  selhng  liquor 
il ;  but  the  last  time  I  was  there  they  understood  the  law  would  be  enforced, 
closed  up. 

Then  you  are  able  to  enforce  the  law  when  you  set  about  it  f — Yes,  most 

J7.  How  is  it  that  in  the  other  parts  the  law  is  not  enforced  1 — In  some  places 
s  will  not  enforce  it,  and  another  trouble  is  the  local  Magistrates  will  not 
I  have  had  diflficulty  with  the  Magistrates. 

Difficulty  in  getting  Justices  to  do  right  ? — Yes.     Whenever  we  have  had  a 

prepared  to  issue  summonses  to  witnesses,  and  as  constable,  an  honest  man 

do  his  duty,  we  have  had  no  difficulty. 

Do  you  mean  to  say  the  Magistrates  throughout  the  country  are  not  faithful 
g  the  law  ? — No,  I  will  not  say  that ;  but  some,  not  being  lawyers,  are  timid 

Cannot  you  bring  pressure  to  bear  on  the  local  authorities  to  appoint  Inspec- 
j  Municipal  Councils  appoint  them. 

Cannot  you  get  that  done  ? — In  some  places  we  have  succeeded. 
If  they  do  not  act,  to  what  do  you  attribute  their  inaction  ? — To  the  apathy 
■j  of  the  electors,  not  to  the  law  itself. 
LLiAM  R.  Robinson. 
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9143.  Have  you  mentioned  the  names  of  the  largest  towns  and  villages  in  Albert  ? 
—There  is  the  village  of  Hillsborough. 

9144.  What  are  the  towns  in  Northumberland  ? — Newcastle,  Chatham. 

9145.  Are  they  violating  the  law  there? — To  some  extent,  but. not  to  such  an 
extent  as  under  the  license  law. 

9146.  Has  drunkenness  decreased  1 — Largely,  I  have  been  in  Newcastle  when  it 
required  four  policemen  to  keep  order,  and  the  night  watchman  will  do  the  work  now. 

9147.  Is  the  population  of  Newcastle  increasing  or  decreasing? — It  is  about  the 
same. 

9148.  Is  there  as  much  ship^ng  there  as  formerly? — Very  nearly. 

9149.  The  same  condition  of  affairs  exists  as  when  four  policemen  were  there  ? — 
Yes. 

9150.  Do  you  think  that  drunkenness  is  decreasing  in  the  province  ? — Yes. 

9151.  Are  you  aware  that  statistics  do  not  bear  that  out? — I  am  informed  they  do 
not.  In  old  election  days  there  were  riots.  I  attended  the  last  nomination  in  Albert 
County,  and  there  were  eight  hundred  or  one  thousand  people  there,  and  only  one  person 
was  under  the  influence  of  alcohol  and  he  was  not  a  resident.  I  have  attended  large 
gatherings  in  other  places  and  have  seen  the  same  results. 

9152.  Then  the  law  can  be  enforced,  if  proper  ofl&cials  can  be  obtained  ? — Yes. 

9153.  Can  you  explain  why  the  officials  are  not  procured  ? — It  is  the  false  impres- 
sion that  more  taxes  would  be  needed. 

9154.  Does  your  Order  show  the  people  that  it  will  reduce  the  taxes? — Yes.  In 
Carleton  County,  after  we  had  a  thousand  people  enlisted  under  the  banner  of  our 
Order,  they  had  an  official  appointed. 

9155.  Is  the  law  enforced  in  Albert  County  ? — Very  creditably  since  last  March  ; 
80  much  so  that  the  people  in  favour  of  the  liquor  traffic  have  put  a  movement  on  foot 
to  repeal  the  Act.  Some  of  those  engaged  in  this  business  acknowledged  there  was  no 
money  in  it  the  way  they  were  pushed,  and  the  only  salvation  is  to  prevail  on  the  people 
to  repeal  it. 

9156.  Have  you  had  any  person  imprisoned  for  offences  ? — Yes. 

•  By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod  : 

9157.  You  have  travelled  all  over  the  province  ? — I  have. 

9158.  And  have  a  very  good  idea  of  the  strength  of  prohibition  sentiment? — I 
claim  to  have.  s 

9159.  Do  you  think  the  sentiment  of  the  province  is  sufficiently  strong,  if  it  were 
asked  to  express  itself  in  favour  of  a  prohibitory  law,  and  its  enforcement,  to  stand  by 
its  enforcement? — I  believe  the  people  of  New  Brunswick,  to  a  large  extent^  would 
stand  by  a  prohibitory  law  and  its  enforcement. 

9160.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  greater  difficulties  in  the  way  of  a  general  pro- 
hibitory law  than  in  the  way  of  the  Cemada  Temperance  Act  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

9161.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  easier  to  enforce  a  law  prohibiting  the  importation 
and  manufacture  as  well  as  the  sale,  than  it  is  to  enforce  a  law  prohibiting  only  the 
sale  ? — I  believe  it  would  be  easier  to  enforce  a  general  prohibitory,  law,  because  you 
could  see  the  liquors  at  the  station.  Under  the  Scott  Act  you  must  prove  the  sale,  or 
that  the  people  are  keeping  a  bar. 

9162.  Now  the  selling  of  liquor  in  Northumberland  is  made  very  difficult  and  un- 
profitable ? — Yes. 

9163.  And  that  is  the  reason  the  sellers  are  agitating  for  the  repeal  of  the  Act? — 


9164.  How  long  have  the  Good  Templars  been  in  existence  in  New  Brunswick  ? — 
Twenty-two  years. 

9165.  How  many  have  you  initiated? — Over  60,000. 

9166.  What  is  the  present  membership  ?— 6,833. 

9167.  Of  that  difference  between   6,000   and   60,000,  what  percentage   do  you 
believe  remain  temperance  men  ? — I  think  I  am  safe  in  placing  it  at  29,000. 
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By  Mr,  Clarke : 

9168.  How  do  you  know  that  1 — By  travelling.  I  meet  many  persons  who  cannot 
attend  the  lodge  meetings,  or  where  the  lodge  has  no  hall,  and  if  there  is  an  adverse 
board  of  school  trustees  they  will  not  allow  them  to  meet  in  the  school-house.  But,  of 
course,  that  would  not  be  a  test  of  the  temperance  sentiment  of  the  community.  They 
are  just  as  good  temperance  people  as  when  they  took  the  pledge,  but  they  are  deprived, 
by  objection  being  raised  by  one  or  two  people,  from  holding  their  meetings. 

9169.  You  believe  the  6,000  do  not  represent  that  state  of  the  temperance  senti- 
ment created  and  encouraged  by  Good  Templars  ? — Not  by  finy  means. 

9170.  1  understand  you  have  made  it  so  hot  for  the  liquor  dealers  that  they  are 
agitating  for  the  repeal  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — Yes. 

9171.  Does  the  acquiescence  of  the  liquor  dealers  in  other  counties  where  the  Scott 
Act  is  in  force  show  that  ^hey  are  satisfied  with  the  Act,  and  with  being  permitted  to 
do  very  much  as  they  please  ? — In  some  counties  where  it  is  not  enforced  they  are  satis- 
fied, in  other  counties  the  public  sentiment  is  in  favour  of  the  Act,  such  as  in  Albert^ 
or  King's,  or  Queen's  or  Carleton.  In  Charlotte  the  liquor  dealers  were  defeated  by 
nearly  1,000  majority. 

9172.  Is  the  law  well  observed  in  Charlotte  County  ? — Yes,  well  observed.  In  the 
Island  of  Campobello,  last  November,  there  were  three  rum  shops  I  have  a  letter  at 
home  from  a  gentleman  there,  and  I  find  that  two  of  the  proprietors  of  those  shops  had 
to  clear  to  the  United  States  to  escape  imprisonment,  and  the  other  party  was  before 
the  Supreme  Court. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod  : 

9173.  Are  the  people  engaged  in  this  illicit  trade  in  the  Scott  Act  counties  at  ease,  or 
do  they  agitate  for  repeal  ? — That  is  the  effect. 

9174.  In  how  many  cases  has  repeal  succeeded  in  New  Brunswick  ? — The  only  cases 
I  know  of  are  this  county  and  Portland. 

9175.  Does  your  report  contain  the  platform  of  your  principles  and  the  expression 
of  your  views  ? — I  have  our  platform  here  : — 

GOOD  TEMPLARS'  PLATFORM- 

1.  Total  ahstlnence  from  all  intoxicating  liquors  as  a  beverage. 

2.  No  licenses  in  any  form,  under  a^y  circumstances,  for  the  seue  of  liquors  to  be  used  as  a  beverage. 
B.  The  absolute  prohibition  of  the  manufacture,  importation  and  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  for 

such  purposes  ;  prohibition  by  the  will  of  the  peopl*,  expressed  in  due  form  of  law,  with  the  penalties 
deserved  for  a  crime  of  such  enormity. 

4.  The  creation  of  a  healthy  public  opinion  upon  the  subject  by  the  active  dissemination  of  the 
truth  in  all  the  modes  known  to  enlightened  philanthropy. 

5.  The  election  of  jgood,  honest  men  to  administer  the  laws. 

6.  Persistence  in  efforts  to  save  individuab  and  communities  from  so  dreadful  a  scourge,  against 
all  forms  of  opposition  and  difficulties,  until  our  success  is  complete  and  universaL 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

9176.  Have  you  heard  the  evidence  given  by  some  gentlemen  here  to-day? — Yes. 

9177.  Take  any  one  of  those  gentlemen  reaching  the  place  as  an  ordinary  traveller, 
and  you  reaching  the  same  place  as  the  organizer  of  the  Good  Templars  and  the  lecturer, 
who  would  be  in  the  best  position  to  see  whether  liquor  wa<*  sold  or  not  ? — Directly,  they 
would  ;  indirectly,  I  would.  I  would  find  out  the  fact  from  parties  living  there  alJ^  the 
time.  They  might  stay  at  a  leading  hotel,  where  they  would  make  a  deliberate  attempt  to 
violate  the  law,  and  they  would  come  away  with  the  view  that  that  represents  the  whole 
county  ;  but  it  is  not  so. 

9178.  How  do  you  know  that  when  they  gave  their  testimony  they  confined  their 
test  to  one  particular  place  ? — I  have  heard  them  mention  it. 

9179.  Take  Mr.  Jardine,  who  travels  largely ;  he  has  not  confined  himself  to  any 
particular  town.     Do  you  think  the  other  witnesses  are  mistaken  ? — I  do. 

9180.  There  are  three  places  you  say  in  Northumberland  county  in  which  liquors 
are  not  sold.     If  witnesses  appear  and  say  that  liquors  are  sold  there,  would  you  say 

William  R.  Robinson. 
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they  are  stating  what  is  not  true  1 — In 
there  is  no  liquor  sold. 

9181.  You  stated  it  positively  ?- 
what  was  not  true. 

9182.  Then  do  you  wish  to  state  t 
places  1 — Yes. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

9183.  What  means  have  you  had 
heen  travelling  myself,  and  from  leadii 
from  the  clergymen  and  priests  in  char 

9184.  Have  you  had  reason  to  obs 
in  Scott  Act  counties  sell  more  largely 
readily. 

9185.  Do  you  believe  that  that  ac 
sale  is  free,  because  they  get  it  freely  1- 
at  Newcastle,  where  liquor  was  sold,  pi 
could  get  it. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

9186.  Where  would  a  traveller  go 
asked  me. 

By  Mr.  Gigault : 

9187.  Give  me  the  names  of  an 
Rogersville,  Father  Richard  told  a  frie 

9188.'  He  did  not  tell  you  ?— No. 

9189.  You  did  not  get  the  inform) 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

9190.  Are  not  the  convictions  for 
an  increase  ? — Not  in  Newcastle. 

9191.  We  had  information  that 
if  that  is  so  and  there  has  been  an  incr 
outside   the  city? — There  are  other  c 
Gloucester,  Kent,  Victoria  and  M adaw 

9192.  Do  you  say  that  accounts  fc 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

9193.  Have  you  examined  the  offi< 
the  increase  of  crime,  drunkenness- and 

The  Commission  adjourned. 
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L  COMMISSION   ON   THE    LIQUOR  TRAFFIC. 


St.  JOHN,  August  10th,  1892. 
a  on  the  Liquor  Traffic  met  this  day  at  10  a.m.,  Judge 

Present  : 
Rev.  Dr.  McLeod.  Mr.  G.  A.  Gigault. 


'H,  Director  of  Public  Works  in  the  city  of  St  John,  oa 
IS  follows  : — 

Id: 

iities  of  your  office? — I  have  charge  of  all  works  in  connec- 

rater  and  sewage. 

iie  corporation  works  in  good  order  ? — Yes. 

I  of  your  duties,  are  you  about  the  city  very  much  ?— Yes, 

qperience  as  to  the  sobriety  of  the  people  of  this  city  1    Do 

Br,  well-conducted  community? — I  think  so. 

brought  in  connection  with  the  working  of  the  license  law, 

— I  have  with  the  license  law.     I  was  Mayor  of  the  city  for 

I  licenses  during  that  time. 

?— In  1^74,  1875  and  1876. 

lial  law  in  force  then  ? — No,  we  had  a  license  law. 

3e  law  of  those  days  had  the  Mayor  discretion  as  regards  the 

IS  he  guided  by  information  that  was  laid  before  him  ? — The 

'  the  law  in  granting  licenses. 

to  present  petitions  for  licenses  ? — No,  they  had  simply  to 

,  the  Mayor  would  investigate  the  matter,  and  if  he  thought 
jr  person  and  the  premises  were  suitable,  he  would  grant  a 

\w  found  to  work  ? — I  think  it  worked  well  at  that  time. 

to    say,   from  the  fact  that   you  gave    supervision  to  the 

od  results? — Yes. 

class  of  people  holding  licenses  ? — A  very  good  class  of  peo- 
as  many  licenses  as  possible,  and  I  thought  it  advantageous 

3S  where  liquor  was  sold  under  license. 

aat  system  would  be  a  means  of  preventing  illicit  sale  ?— Yes. 

nore  control  over  licensed  establishments  than  over  other 

ht  to  enter. 

u  to  say  that  you  have  no  official  connection  with  the  admin- 

-No. 
anything  as  to  its  working  ? — Yes,  a  good  deal  in  St  John 

I  force  in  Portland. 

ct  observed  1 — It  was  not  observed  apparently. 

iquor  sold  ? — I  should  think  as  much  as  under  the  license 
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By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

9212.  Do  you  think  there  is  as  much  illicit  sale  now  as  ther< 
you  held  the  office  of  Mayor  ] — I  would  hardly  be  prepared  to  swe 
say  from  my  own  knowledge  there  is  a  great  deal  of  illicit  sale  ev( 

9213.  Do  you  remember  how  many  licenses  there  were  durij 
— No.  I  could  scarcely  remember  the  number.  The  license  fee  ^ 
At  first  when  I  was  Mayor  it  was  $30,  and  then  we  had  the  law  i 
fee  made  $50.  At  that  time  there  were  about  200  licenses  gran 
was  in  the  old  city  of  St.  John. 

9214.  Do  you  know  how  many  licenses  are  granted  now  wil 
old  city  ? — I  do  not  know. 

92 1 5.  Do  you  think  there  are  less  than  200  ?— Yes,  I  do  not  tl 

9216.  Do  you  think  there  was  illicit  sale  during  the  time  200 
-Yes. 

9217.  Do  you  think  there  is  more  illicit  sale  with  fewer  licei 

9218.  Have  you  any  means  of  knowing  whether  the  licensee 
prohibited  hours  ? — No ;  not  to  my  knowledge. 

9219.  Do  you  think  they  did  so  under  your  rule? — I  think 
not  so  short  at  that  time  as  they  are  now.  The  hours  of  closi 
except  Saturday,  at  eleven  o'clock,  while  it  is  t«n  o'clock  unde 
seven  o'clock  on  Saturday. 

9220.  Do  I  understand  it  is  your  belief  that  a  larger  ni 
duce  a  better  state  of  affairs  ? — I  think  so. 

9221.  Is  that  because  it  makes  less  illicit  selling? — I  thinl 
selling,  because  it  gives  the  police  more  control  of  the  sale,  they  k 
is  taking  place. 

9222.  Do  the  police  have  a  better  control  with  a  larger  num 
than  a  smaller  number  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  they  have  better  coi 

9223.  Do  you  think  there  are  fewer  illicit  places  for  them  to 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

9224.  I  suppose  you  have  tKe  employment  of  a  large  numl 
with  the  corporation  works  ? — Yes,  quite  a  number  of  men. 

9225.  What  is  the  character  of  the  men  ?  Do  you  find  a  la 
addicted  to  liquor,  and  being  brought  before  the  Magistrates  on  cl 
— I  have  very  little  trouble  of  that  kind. 

9226.  It  has  been  stated  that  as  many  as  80  per  cent  of  a  cei 
men  were  addicted  to  drink  ;  has  that  been  your  experience  1 — N< 
men  in  our  employ,  and  I  would  not  say  that  more  than  5  per 
category. 

9227.  Do  your  men  lose  much  time  through  drunkenness? — 

9228.  Were  you  an  Almshouse  Commissionner  ? — Yes,  I  was 

9229.  What  was  your  experience  in  connection  with  admin 
that  institution  ;  did  you  find  a  majority  of  those  sent  in  there  a< 
to  have  gone  there  on  account  of  drunkenness  or  dissipation  ? — N( 

9230.  What  was  your  experience  ? — Most  of  them  went  to  t 
they  were  old  people ;  it  was  more  from  age  than  anything  of  tha 

9231.  Incapacity  to  work? — Yes.  As  regards  the  women, 
young  women,  but  a  great  many  of  them  had  illegitimate  children 

9232.  Has  drunkenness  decreased  substantially  in  the  city  si 
as  Mayor  expired  ? — I  think  it  has  to  some  extent. 

9233.  To  what  you  attribute  the  decrease  ? — I  attribute  it, 
falling  off  in  our  floating  population.     Our  floating  population  is  ] 
was  during  those  years.     Our  floating  population  sometimes  wo 
per  cent  of  our  ordinary  population.     I  am  speaking  particularly 

9234.  And  as  there  has  been  a  decrease  in  the  floating  popuh 
a  decrease  in  drunkenness  ? — Yes. 
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9235.  Have  you  had  any  experience  in  regard  to  the  Maine  Liquor  Law  in  its 
operation  ? — I  have  visited  a  good  many  towns  in  Maine. 

9236.  Recently  1 — Within  the  last  two  years. 

9237.  What  was  your  experience  of  those  towns  ?  Did  you  see  liquor  sold  there? — 
Yes,  just  as  freely  as  in  St.  John. 

9238.  In  what  towns  did  you  see  it  sold  ? — In  Bangor,  Eastport,  Lewiston, 
Augusta  and  Portland. 

9239.  Have  you  had  an  opportunity  of  witnessing  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act 
in  counties  in  this  province  in  which  it  is  in  force? — No,  not  very  much  in  this 
province  outside  of  St.  John  County. 

9240.  Was  it  a  complete  failure  in  Portland  when  it  was  the  law  ? — Yes,  and  it 
was  a  complete  failure  in  St.  John  County. 

9241.  To  what  do  you  attribute  its  failure? — I  do  not  think  the  people  ever 
attempted  to  carry  it  out. 

9242.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  apathy  on  the  part  of  the  local  authorities?— 
I  think  the  people  would  not  be  coerced  by  an  Act  of  that  kind. 

9243.  If  the  people  did  not  desire  to  be  coerced,  would  they  not  repeal  the  Act 
after  a  given  timp  ?  Was  not  the  Act  carried  by  a  substantial  majority  in  St.  John 
County  ? — Not  by  a  very  large  majority  ;  and  there  was,  moreover,  very  great  doubt 
about  the  legality  of  the  Act,  which  maide  the  people  very  apathetic  at  that  time. 

9244.  I  understand  it  was  carried  by  43  majority.  After  it  was  carried,  I  suppose 
it  became  the  law  ? — Yes. 

9245.  I  thii^k  the  law  makes  provision  for  the  appointment  by  the  Council  of 
inspectors  to  enforce  the  law.  Was  any  attempt  made  by  the  Council  to  put  the 
machinery  of  the  law  into  operation  ? — I  do  not  think  any  Inspector  was  ever  appointed 

9246.  If  there  had  been  an  Inspector  appointed,  do  you  think  in  the  state  of  public 
opinion  he  would  have  been  able  to  enforce  the  law  ?— I  do  not  think  so. 

9247.  Your  experience  in  connection  with  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  is 
limited  ? — Yes,  it  fs  very  limited. 

9248.  But  as  regards  your  experience  of  the  Act,  your  opinion  is  that  it  has  been 
to  a  large  degree  a  failure  ? — Yes. 

By  Mr.  Gigaidt  ■: 

9249.  Have  you  many  temperance  societies  in  this  city  ? — There  are  a  great  many 
in  the  city. 

9250.  Are  they  doing  a  good  work  towards  promoting  temperance  ? — I  know  there 
are  a  very  great  many  temperance  societies  in  the  City  of  St.  John. 

9251.  Are  they  doing  a  great  deal  towards  promoting  temperance? — I  think  they 
are  doing  a  great  deal  of  good  work. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

9252.  You  have  said  that  the  Canada  Temperance  Act,  so  far  as  you  have  observed, 
is  not  enforced  :  do  you  know  whether  it  has  had  the  effect  in  any  degree  of  i-estricting 
the  trade  in  places  where  it  has  been  in  operation  ? — I  do  not  know. 

9253.  You  do  not  know  from  your  own  observation  ? — Not  from  my  own  observation. 

9254.  I  think  you  said  that  one  reason  why  the  law  was  not  enforced  was  that  the 
people  decidedly  object  to  being  coerced  :  what  people  do  you  mean  ? — The  general 
public  I  speak  of. 

9255.  Was  that  the  real  reason  why  the  law  was  not  enforced  in  Portland,  which 
you  said  came  more  closely  under  your  observation  ? — I  should  say  so. 

9256.  Are  you  aware  there  was  serious  doubt  as  to  whether  the  law  was  in  operation 
there  or  not  ? — I  know  there  was  a  question  as  to  whether  the  law  was  in  force  in  the 
County  of  St.  John  at  the  time  the  vote  was  taken. 

9257.  Do  you  think  that  had  some  effect  in  interfering  with  the  enforcement  of  Uie 
Act  ? — I  could  not  say  so. 

9258.  Do  you  think  if  there  was  that  doubt,  there  would  be  any  attempt  made  to 
enforce  it  ? — Yes. 

A.  Chipman  Smith. 
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9259.  That  is  a  matter  of  opinion,  I  suppose  1 — Yes. 

9260.  What  class  of  men  are  employed  mostly  by  you  as  Dii 
of  the  city :  are  they  skilled  men,  or  ordinary  labourers  ? — I  hi 
skilled  men,  but  the  majority  are  ordinary  labourers. 

9261.  Among  the  skilled  labourers,  is  the  drink  habit  prev« 
prevalent. 

9262.  Do  you  make  any  difference  in  employing  men  as 
drinkers  or  not  ? — We  will  not  employ  a  man  whom  we  km 
drunkard. 

9263.  Not  on  any  work  requiring  skilled  labour  ? — Not  in  or 
we  would  not  have  confidence  in  such  a  man. 

9264.  You  mean  he  would  be  irregular  in  his  work  ? — Yes. 

9265.  Is  it  a  fact  that  a  number  of  those  who  are  engaged  i 
people  who  pay  their  taxes  by  doing  corporation  labour? — A  g 
their  taxes  out  of  the  labour  they  do. 

9266.  Are  there  not  a  number  of  people  who  would  not  pay 
the  chance  of  doing  corporation  labour  in  your  department  ? — I 
our  street  work  is  done  more  by  charitable  associations  than 
means  of  keeping  a  number  of  the  old  people  out  of  the  poorhous< 

9267.  Of  that  class  of  people,  are  a  number  of  them  in  that  a 
drink  habit  1 — Not  that  I  know  of. 

9268.  None  of  them  ? — I  do  not  think  I  could  mention  one  o: 


Miss  SARAH  C.  FROST,  matron  of  the  Protestant  Orphj 
on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald  :  * 

9269.  How  long  have  you  been  in  charge  of  the  Protestai 
this  city  ? — Twenty  years.  i 

9270.  How  many  inmates  are  there  ? — Thirty-five  at  present. 

9271.  How  many  boys? — Fotirteen. 

9272.  How  many  girls  ? — Twenty -one. 

9273.  How  are  the  children  admitted  there  :  on  what  author 
our  President,  and  they  are  admitted  on  the  authority  of  the  Boa; 

9274.  What  are  the  requirements?  Are  children  who  have  pt 
— If  one  parent.  A  child  is  considered  by  the  law  not  an  orphan  if 
child  is  considered  an  orphan  if  his  father  is  dead.  Si 
ceived  by  the  institution  at  the  breaking  up  of  the  ragged  school, 
would  take  in  children  who  were  left  destitute.  We  find  from  oui 
are  many  more  men  who  have  trouble  in  that  way  than  women,  1 
to  go  to  their  work  and  neglect  the  children ;  whereas  a  woman 
would  take  care  of  her  children.     So  now  we  take  a  child  if  the  n 

9275.  Do  you  have  some  children  who  are  really  orphans  ? — ] 
I  think  at  present  there  are  not  more  than  four  or  five  such  in  th< 

9276.  And  the  others  have  one  parent  living  ? — Yes. 

9277.  Have  you  made  any  examination  into  the  causes  of  1 
your  institution  ? — Indeed  I  have. 

9278.  Is  it  owing  to  poverty  on  the  part  of  the  parent  wl 
twenty  years  there  have  not  been  twenty  cases  in  which  drunken 
children  here. 

9279.  Then  the  first  cause  is  poverty,  and  that  poverty  is  cai 
— Yes,  sonietimes  the  mother  and  sometimes  the  father. 

9280.  Is  a  large  proportion  of  cases  caused  in  that  way  ? — It 
wise. 
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lo  the  children  remain  with  ypu  ? — They  remain  with  us  until 
g.     We  do  not  adopt  them  at  present. 

ents  allowed  access  to  them  ?— -Yes,  once  a  month  if  they  behave 
n  come  there  under  the  influence  of  liquor.     Still,  we  do  as  well 

le  children  while  there  are  taught  religious  principles  and  are 

•ance  ? — Yes.     A  boy  who  went  out  of  our  institution  the  other 

d  :  "  I  am  never  going  to  drink  any  liquor."   Some  of  our  children 

nd  I   do  not  know  any  one  who  has  gone  out  from  us  who  has 

ards. 

suits  of  the  training  in  your  institution  have  been  beneficiaU 


I  do  not  know  in  your  experience  of  one  case  where  an  inmate 
-I  can  only  think  of  one,  and  he  was  a  little  boy  who  went  from 
been  told  that  he  has  been  seen  on  the  streets  under  the  influence 

iding  the  fact  that  the  parents  were  in  nearly  every  instance 

jhildren  who  have  resided  in  your  home  have  turned  out  well  ? — 

>posed  to  liquor,  and  I  will  not  allow  it  in  the  institution. 

been  more  applicants  within  the  last  year  or  two  than  formerly? 

-tive ;  we  have  had  thirty-six  until  this  week.     We  have  never 

efore,  and  seldom  came  up  to  that  number. 

sount  for  the  increase  in  the  number  of  inmates  1 — No. 

ibute  it  to  the  increased  drunkenness  or  increased  poverty  ? — 

e  bottom  of  it  either  directly  or  indirectly. 

McLeod  : 

said  you  have  been  in  charge  twenty  years  ? — Yes. 

e  to  say  how  many  children  have  been  under  your  charge  during 

!  counted  them  up  the  other  night. 

ad  an  average  of  twenty  per  year  ? — I  think  so. 

institution  supported  1 — Voluntarily.     We  have  a  sinking  fund 

which  we  draw  interest. 

ny  grant  by  the  city  ? — No,  the  institution  is  supported  by  volun- 

penditure  come  within  the  receipts  ? — Yes. 


TRDEE  of   St.  John,  barrister-at-law,    on    being  duly  sworn, 

Donald : 

t  any  time  held  an  official  position  in  this  city  ? — I  was  for  three 

the  upper  part  of  Portland,  and  I  was  Mayor  of  that  City  during 

Warden  of  this  county  for  two  years. 

1  office  during  the  time  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force  % — Yes. 

ben  the  license  law  was  in  force? — Yes.     The  Scott  Act  came 

after  I  was  elected. 

nown  the  operation  both  of  the  license  law  and  the  Scott  Act 

uppose  so,  although  my  duties  did  not  bring  me  very  much  into 

of  the  law. 

ott  Act  observed  ? — No,  it  was  not. 

Frost. 
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9301.  How  was  it  observed  in  the  county  1 — It  was 
while  I  was  Mayor  of  the  Municipal  Council,  but  I  unders 
not  enforced. 

9302.  The  whole  of  the  city  is  now  under  the  licen 
including  Portland  ? — Yes. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

9303.  Is  the  condition  of  things  better  under  the  licei 
Act  in  Portland  1 — I  think  it  is  much  better  under  the  1 
the  Scott  Act. 

9304.  Were  you  Warden  when  the  Act  came  into  for 
was  Warden  from  1884  to  1886,  and  Mayor  during  1886  a 
was  not  in  force  in  the  county  while  I  was  Mayor  of  the  "k 

9305.  How  was  it  enforced  while  it  was  law  in  the  co 
in  the  county  at  the  time  I  was  a  member  of  the  board. 

9306.  Were  there  any  legal  disabilities  in  the  way  of 
know  of  my  own  knowledge. 

9307.  It  has  been  pointed  out  that  the  reason  of  the 
in  Portland  was  owing  to  some  legal  question  being  raised 
was  there  any  such  difficulty  in  the  county  ? — I  do  not  knc 

9308.  Did  the  County  Council  appoint  an  officer  to  ei 
aware  that  it  did  ;  I  do  not  think  it  did.  I  was  not  in  tl 
the  law  was  in  force  in  the  county.  In  Portland  there  w 
raised,  one  being  as  to  whether  Portland  was  part  of  the  ( 
why  the  law  was  not  enforced,  was  that  it  was  generally  th< 
the  people  were  not  with  it. 

9309.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  majority  of  the  people  ^ 
of  the  Act  ? — Yes,  but  I  do  not  think  a  majority  of  the  vol 
all.     I  cannot,  however,  recollect  the  figures. 

9310.  How  do  you  account  for  the  apathy  of  the  elect 
such  importance  ? — I  hardly  know  how  to  account  for  it. 
principle  of  legislation,  another  declared  that  if  the  Act  wa 
would  vote  for  it,  and  another  class  honestly  thought  it  wo 
are  a  number  of  people  who  do  not  bother  their  heads  aboi 
small  vote  cast.  There  was  difficulty  in  Portland,  for  there 
and  the  Council  refused  to  appoint  one.  The  matter 
felt  by  a  majority  of  the  board  that  there  was  no  obligatio] 
an  Inspector,  and  if  they  did  so  they  might,  owing  to  legal 
the  community  in  costs  for  litigation.     Accordingly,  no  In 

931 1.  The  Chief  Constable  of  Portland  was  before  the  ( 
stated  that  he  wrote  to  the  Council  in  regard  to  the  € 
asking  instructions,  and  he  mentioned  that  the  Council  did 
nication  1 — I  cannot  remember  that,  but  I  know  the  matter 
member  the  fact  of  the  Chief  Constable  sending  a  communia 
read  to  the  Council. 

9312.  Do  you  think  if  an  Inspector  had  been  appointei 
law  ? — No,  because  the  very  first  case  would  have  been  tied 
in  other  places,  and  then  the  municipal  body  could  not  ha^ 
prosecutions  until  the  legal  points  had  been  settled. 

9313.  Have  you  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  the  « 
places  besides  St.  John  ? — I  have  been  in  other  counties  \ 
posed  to  be  in  force.  My  experience  everywhere  was  the  si 
found  any  difficulty  or  saw  any  difference. 

9314.  The  law  was  generally  not  observed? — Yes,  so  : 
that  is  to  say,  the  sale  of  liquor  was  not  stopped.  Of  cours 
cease  selling. 

9315.  The  present  law  makes  provision  for  the  appoi 
those  municipalities  in  which  the  people  had  voted  for  the  a 
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/ 

it  had  become  the  law.     To  what  do  you  attribute  the  inaction  of  the  municipality 
in  not  appointing  an  Inspector  ] — Do  you  mean  an  Inspector  under  the  Scott  Act  f 

9316.  Yes,  I  mean  under  the  Scott  Act. — I  cannot  speak  from  my  recollection  of 
what  took  place  ;  in  Portland  it  was  on  account  of  the  difficulties  in  the  way. 

9317.  Do  you  think  the  same  condition  of  things  exists  throughout  the  province t 
— I  cannot  answer  from  my  personal  knowledge,  but  my  impression  is  that  it  does.  There 
is  an  immense  amount  of  litigation  under  the  Act,  as  every  one  knows. 

9318.  Can  you  suggest  any  amendment  to,  or  change  in  the  Act  that  would  render 
it  more  easily  workable,  and  simplify  its  operations  l — I  am  not  sufficiently  familiar  with 
the  Act  to  make  any  suggestions.  My  own  private  opinion  is  that  it  is  a  mistake,  and  I 
do  not  think  it  will  carry  out  the  intention  of  the  promoters.  My  opinion  k  that  a 
proper  license  law  is  the  best*  measure  for  the  community  at  large. 

9319.  From  your  experience  of  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act,  do  you  think  a  gen- 
eral prohibitory  Act  could  be  enforced  ? — I  do  not. 

9320.  Have  you  had  any  opportunities  of  observing  the  working  of  the  Maine  liqoor 
Law  ? — I  have  in  one  or  two  places  in  the  State  of  Maine,  in  Bangor  and  Portland,  and 
I  could  see  no  difficulty  in  bbtaining  liquor.  I  have  seen  the  bar-rooms  as  open  there  as 
here.  I  cannot  give  any  information  as  to  what  the  effect  of  the  law  is,  as  to  whether  it 
has  reduced  the  sale  of  liqui^r  or  not. 

9321.  Certainly  it  has  not  prohibited  it  1 — Not  so  far  as  I  have  seen. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod : 

9322.  You  have  said  that  the  Scott  Act  in  Portland  was  a  dead  letter.  Do  you 
believe  that  was  attributable  entirely  to  the  lack  of  public  feeling  in  favour  of  the  law, 
or  attributable  in  part  to  the  uncertainty  as  to  whether  the  law  was  really  in  operation 
or  not  ? — I  should  say  for  both  reasons. 

9323.  Which  chiefly  ? — It  would  be  very  difficult  to  answer  that  question.  I  know 
that  the  City  Council  and  myself  felt  that  we  would  not  place  the  city  in  a  position 
where  it  mijjjht  be  involved  in  very  heavy  law  costs. 

9324.  Was  that  not  one  of  the  reasons  why  the  City  Council  did  not  take  steps  to 
enforce  the  law  ? — YeS.  t'hey  also  felt  that  there  was  no  duty  cast  upon  them  as  a 
Council  to  interfere  in  regard  to  it. 

9325.  But  they  dreaded  involving  the  city  in  law  expenses? — That  was  one  of  the 
reasons,  because  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  legal  position. 

9326.  You  have  spoken  of  the  Scott  Act  being  a  failure  in  other  places  you  have 
visited,  in  that  it  does  not  prohibit  the  sale  of  liquor,  do  you  mean  that  it  has  not 
absolutely  prohibited  the  sale  ? — Yes,  it  has  not. 

9327.  Do  you  believe  it  has  prohibited  the  sale  in  any  degree  1 — So  far  as  I  could 
judge,  perhaps  the  number  of  places  that  were  open  to  the  public  was  not  so  great  as 
before,  but  I  think  there  were  a  great  many  dens  in  holes  and  corners  where  people 
could  step  .in  and  get  something  to  drink,  and  the  vilest  stuff.  That  has  been  one  effect 
of  it. 

9328.  Is  that  true  of  Portland  alone,  or  places  you  have  visited  ? — I  cannot  speak 
in  regard  to  my  personal  experience,  I  am  only  giving  my  opinion  from  what  I  have 
heard. 

9329.  Not  from  your  own  knowledge  ? — No. 

9330.  In  the  statements  you  have  made  regarding  other  places  than  Portland, 
have  you  simply  stated  what  you  have  heard  ? — Yes. 

9331.  Has  what  you  have  heard  come  from  interested  parties,  or  from  parties  who 
took  a  fair  and  impartial  \4ew  of  the  matter  ? — From  general  conversation,  and  from 
people  expressing  their  opinions. 

9332.  Then  with  respect  to  Maine :  do  you  think  your  observation  of  Maine  has 
been  sufficiently  general  and  sufficiently  close  to  enable  you  to  express  an  opinion  as  to 
the  success  or  failure  of  the  prohibitory  law  there? — Not  from  my  own  personal 
knowledge.     I  have  stated  all  I  have  seen. 

9333.  Your  visits  have  been  hurried,  I  suppose? — Yes,  not  very  lengthy. 
Henry  L.  Sturdee. 
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9334.  And  frequent,  I  suppose  1 — Not  very  frequent.  I  have  been  several  times 
in  Portland  and  in  Bangor.  I  may  say  that  for  two  years  I  was  Receiver  of  the  Grand 
Southern  Railway,  and  I  had  occasion  to  visit  Calais  every  month,  but  I  never  saw  any 
sale  of  liquor  there. 

9335.  And  that  is  in  Maine  1 — Yes.     I  did  not  look  for  it. 

9336.  Not  as  you  would  under  a  license  system  ? — I  did  not  observe  it ;  I  never 
thought  of  it. 

9337.  You  have  also  said  you  think  the  condition  of  affairs  is  better  under  license 
than  under  the  Canada  Temperance  Act.  Will  you  state  why  you  hold  that  opinion? — 
Because  I  think  that  the  feeling  of  the  people,  of  the  large  majority  of  the  people,  is 
not  in  favour  of  a  law  such  as  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  is,  or  a  prohibitory  law  would 
be.  A  strict  license  law,  under  proper  supervision,  would  be  more  easily  and  readily 
enforced,  and  would  deal  more  effectually  with  the  trade  than  could  be  done  by  attempt- 
ing to  prevent  the  sale  of  liquor,  as  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  does. 

9338.  Do  you  think  a  prohibitory  law,  thoroughly  well  enforced,  would  have  a 
good  effect,  or  ill  effect  ? — I  cannot  imagine  such  a  state  of  things.  I  cannot  imagine  a 
prohibitory  law  enforced.  I  have  a  recollection  of  the  prohibitory  law  of  1856,  and  I 
know  that  was  a  dead  letter. 

9339.  You  must  have  been  quite  a  lad  then  ? — Yes,  but  I  have  a  distinct  recol- 
lection of  it,  and  I  remember  it  well. 

9340.  Do  you  think  temperance  sentiment  has  grown  stronger  since  1856  ? — When 
you  speak  of  temperance,  what  do  you  mean  ? 

9341.  I  mean  temperance  sentiment,  and  a  feeling  in  favour  of  prohibition  ? — I  can- 
not say  whether  there  has  been  a  stronger  feeling  in  favour  of  prohibition.  The  temperance 
sentiment  and  the  sentiment  in  regard  to  moderate  drinking  have  increased,  but  not  as 
to  prohibition. 

9342.  How  do  you  account  for  the  steadily  increasing  restrictive  legislation  a^ 
to  the  trade  since  1856  1  You  know  that  all  legislation  since  1856  has  grown  stronger 
and  more  restrictive,  placing  more  limitations  on  the  trade.  How  has  this  occurred  if 
the  feeling  in  favour  of  prohibition  has  not  grown  ? — I  think  there  is  a  feeling  throughout 
every  community  in  favour  of  having  police  regulations  in  regard  to  any  trade  or  business 
that  should  be  controlled  ;  but  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  matter. 

9343.  Do  you  object  to  stating  why  you  think  the  liquor  trade  should  be  controlled? 
— It  seems  to  be  the  general  opinion  that  this  is  one  of  the  best  means  of  raising 
a  revenue.  That  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  licenses  were  originally  issued.  Beyond  that, 
I  cannot  say. 

9344.  You  have  no  other  reason  ? — I  have  no  opinion  about  it.  I  never  gave  it  a 
thought. 

9345.  Then,  it  is  from  revenue  considerations  you  think  the  liquor  trade  should  be 
controlled  ? — I  do. 

9346.  For  what  reason  ? — I  think  the  trade  should  be  controlled  in  this  way  :  there 
should  be  a  proper  inspection  of  the  articles  sold  ;  the  trade  should  be  in  the  hands  of 
respectable  people,  and  it  should  be  controlled  by  the  municipal  authorities. 

9347.  You  say,  controlled  as  to  the  articles  sold.  Have  you  the  idea  that  there  is 
a  good  deal  of  adulteration  ] — I  understand  there  is. 

9348.  And  you  think  there  should  be  a  close  inspection  as  to  the  quality  of  the 
article  sold  1 — I  think  so.  I  think  there  should  be  an  officer  appointed,  who  would  have 
the  power  to  inspect. 

9349.  Besides  revenue  purposes  and  the  inspection  of  the  quality  of  the  article,  is 
there  any  other  reason  why  the  trade  should  be  controlled  1 — Not  except  what  I  have 
stated.  I  think  it  should  be  in  the  hands  of  respectable  and  reliable  people,  and  that 
Hquor  should  not  be  allowed  to  be  sold  indiscriminately  to  people,  and  sold  by  people, 
who,  perhaps  for  the  sake  of  making  money,  would  sell  an  adulterated  article. 

9350.  You  are  an  observing  man  and  have  held  official  positions  ;  Have  you 
observed  whether  the  drink  trade  affects  the  social  condition  and  business  of  the  city 
injuriously  1 — I  cannot  say  that  I  have  noticed  it. 

9351.  You  have  been  Receiver,  you  say,  of  the  Grand  Southern  Railway? — Yes. 

9352.  Did  you  have  anything  to  do  with  the  employees  of  the  road  ? — Yes. 
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that  the  drink  habit  had  any  effect  on  the  employees  of  the 

few  who  ever  drank  at  all. 

irinkers,  w^re  they  less  valuable  1 — Certainly.     If  I  had  under 

id  the  habit  of  drinking,  that  is  to  say,  who  became  incapacitated 

[,  I  would  at  once  discharge  him. 

ould  not  be  so  valuable  to  you  1 — Not  only  not  so  valuable,  but 

;e  of  life  and  property,  he  would  be  less  trustworthy  on  that 

such  case  in  my  experience. 

not  had  such  men  ? — No. 

d  such  men  in  your  employ,  you  would  get  rid  of  them  because 

rorthy.     Do  you  understand  the  drink  trade  has  any   relation 

o  the  un trustworthiness  of  those  men  ? — I  cannot  say  ;  I  do  not 

r  that  question.     I  suppose  if  there  was  no  drink  to  be  had, 

L  good  thing  or  a  bad  thing  for  them  ? — You  speak  as  if  people 
jelves  and  should  be  controlled  in  some  way.  I  could  hardly 
ion  on  the  subject. 


the  prohibitory  legislation  of  1856  ? — Yes. 
plete  failure,  and  the  Act  was  repealed  I  understand  1 — The 
be  1st  of  January,  1856,  and  it  was  repealed  during  the  follow- 
emember  when  the  House  was  dissolved,  and  there  was  an 
).     T  think  it  was  in  July. 

th  of  the  temperance  sentiment  aided  or  retarded  by  the  pass- 
too  young  at  the  time  to  be  able  to  offer  an  opinion  on  that 

%y  ? — No,  I  do  not  know. 

il  Government  has,  in  its  liquor  law,  made  provision  for  the 
bor,  and  has  given  authority  to  the  local  municipalities  to  appoint 
ott  Act  is  in  force,  and  the  Dominion  Government  have  pro- 
violations  of  the  Scott  Act  shall  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
/o  aid  them  in  the  enforcement  of  the  law.  Could  you  suggest 
lat  would  enable  the  Scott  Act  to  be  enforced  after  it  had  been 
lever  given  the  matter  any  thought.  My  own  opinion  is,  that 
ake,  and  all  the  machinery  you  could  get  would  not  make  it  as 
ally  intended  to  be. 


RD,  M.   D.,  of  St.  John,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 

onald  : 

any  official   position  ? — No.    At  present  I  am  occulist  to  the 
.     I  was  formerly  house  surgeon  in  the  hospital 
esent  yesterday  when  the  evidence  was  given  by  the  present 

Leod : 

I  total  abstinence  as  compatible  with  the  best  health  1 — I  da 
uoderate  drinking   compatible   with  the  best  health? — That 

^  those  circumstances  ? — I  think  it  depends  on  what  moderation 

BE. 


Digitized  by 


I 

Google        I 


MINUTES   OP   EVIDENCE,    NEW   BRl 

9370.  How  would  you  define  moderation  ? — I  do  n< 
tion  satisfactorily.  I  might  answer  it  from  knowledge  ^ 
be  satisfactory. 

9371.  From  knowledge  gained  by  your  reading  a 
reading. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

937  2.  Then  you  have  no  opinion  of  your  own  ? — No,  1 
experience  with  such  class  of  cases. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

9373.  Is  the  habit  of  moderate  drinking  harmless  c 
to  say  it  would  be  harmful,  but  to  what  extent  I  would 

9374.  Other  things  being  equal,  has  the  abstainei 
than  an  habitual  moderate  drinker  ? — I  should  rather  sfi 

9375.  Has  a  total  abstainer  a  better  chance  thai 
case  of  sickness  or  accident  ? — That  is  a  rather  difficult 
altogether  on  what  you  regard  as  moderation.  If  a  man  1 
and  at  such  long  intervals  that  I  should  not  consider  h 
say  his  chance  of  recovery  was  equally  as  good  as  tl 
think  the  fact  of  not  being  an  entire  total  abstainer 
way  or  the  other. 

9376.  At  what  point  does  the  habitual  use  of   dri 
that  it  makes  his  chance  of  recovery  less  than  it  would 
it  had  gone  so  far  as  to  impair  his  digestion  and  inter! 
of  his  food.     That  condition  would  seriously  interfere  >^ 

9377.  The  time  that  would  occur  would  depend  to 
the  man  ? — Yes.     That  would  have  something  to  do  wil 

9378.  Other  things  being  equal,  are  the  children  < 
than  the  children  of  abstainers  to  be '  liable  to  brain  or 
physical  weakness  or  defect  ? — That  is  a  rather  difficult 
inclined  to  answer  it  in  this  way  :  If  intemperate  habi 
any  shape,  probably  that  weakness  might  be  transmit 

9379.  Do  intemperate  habits  debilitate  the  parent 

9380.  What  do  you  mean  by  intemperate  habits  i 
taking  constantly  large  quantities  of  alcohol,  so  th 
interferes  with  the  ordinary  business  transactions  of  li 
is  intemperate. 

9381.  Do  you  mean  that  he  will  necessarily  drink 
do  not  say  that. 

9382.  What  do  you  think  the  effect  would  be  upc 
of  a  total  abstinence  law,  a  prohibitory  law,  thoroug 
would  be  beneficial. 

By  Mr.  Gigault : 

9383.  Is  the  moderate  use  of  wine  sometimes  usefi 
if  they  are  suffering  from  illness,  and  it  is  prescribed  bj 
know  when  it  is  indicated. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

9384.  Do  you  use  alcohol  as  a  stimulant  is  case  of 

9385.  What  do  you  understand  by  the  term  hab 
answering  the  question  pi^)pounded  by  Rev.  Dr.  McLec 
moderate  drinker  is  a  man  who  drinks  several  glasses  e 

9386.  Your  answer  must  be  qualified  then,  accordi 
term  ? — Yes. 

9387.  If  a  man  takes  a  glass  of  wine  or  ale  at 
health  will  be  impaired  if  he  persists  in  that  practice  ?- 
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p  practice  know  cases  of  impaired  digestion  to  occur  among 


vidence  of  the  house  physician  at  the  hospital  ? — No. 
lysician  during  a  certain  period  ? — Yes,  three  years. 
Lt  proportion  of  cases,  whether  accidents  or  sickness*  under 
irectly  or  indirectly  to  drink  ? — Expecting  to  be  a  witness, 
lay  explajn  that  we  were  not  very  particular  at  that  time  in 
In  regard  to  the  cases  I  may  say  that  we  endeavoured  to 
lisease  was  due  to  intemperance,  or  there  was  delirium 
:ind,  or  there  were  cases  of  liver  or  kidney  diseases,  which 
^suited  from  intemperance,  or  perhaps  we  could  not  find 

0  be  able  to  give  an  accurate  account ;  but  running  over 
ing   the   three  years  I  was   at  the  hospital  there  were 

and  of  that  number  I  should  think  there  were  36  cases 
}hat  is  an  d,pproximate  number. 

alcoholism  ? — Yes,  and  some  few  of  the  diseases  I  should 
habits  directly. 

opinion  as  to  how  many  of  the  other  cases  than  those  ol 
le  to,  or  aggravated  by  the  drink  habit  1 — No,  I  could  not 

r  cases  of  accident  ? — Quite  a  number. 

1  were  traceable  to  drink  1 — I  could  not  say,  but  the  pro- 
thAt  is,  so  far  as  my  recollection  goes. 


accident  included  in  the  number  ? — Yes,  I  think  they  were 


were  not  included  in  the  36  cases  of  alcoholism  ? — No, 
^use  I  think  we  had  one  or  two  cases  where  the  patients 
jf  these  cases,  at  least,  it  was  traced  to  alcoholism.  That 
events,  I  think  the  percentage  of  accidents  traceable  to 
^e  no  doubt  of  it. 


St.  John,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : — 


)ation  or  calling  ? — Assistant  Editor  of  The  Telegraph, 
[  lived  in  St.  John? — I  have  lived  in  St.  John  since  1862, 
nine  or  ten  years.     I  have  been  here  twenty  years. 
1  been  in  the  province  ? — I  was  born  here,  and  have  lived  i 

or  four  years. 

he  legislation  of  1854,  1855  and  1856?— I  do  to  the 
Id  do.  I  remember  standing  on  Prince  William  street 
,  and  thinking  when  the  bell  rung  we  had  a  prohibitory 
the  fight  for  its  enforcement,  and  the  dissolution  of  the 
mers  Sutton.  I  took  a  lively  interest  in  the  election  as 
Act. 

hether  that  Act  had  the  effect,  while  it  was  in  force,  of 
— Not  at  all.     I  understand  it  was  continually  violated 
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and  there  were  a  number  of  cases  in  court  all  the  time  ;  and  it  was  found  to  a  consider- 
able extent  the  same  as  the  Scott  Act  was  afterwards. 

9403.  Have  you  known  anything  of  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  have  seen 
it  in  Westmoreland  County  and  in  Cumberland  County,  Nova  Scotia. 

9404.  How  have  you  found  it  observed  ? — I  never  saw  it  observed  at  all.  I  think 
as  much  liquor  sale  has  taken  place  under  the  Scott  Act  as  without  it.  In  Spring- 
hill  and  in  Parrsboro'  there  are  seven  hotels,  and  six  of  them  serve  liquor,  and  there 
are  nine  or  ten  other  places  where  it  is  sold  in  a  small  place  of  2,000  inhabitants. 

9405.  How  is  it  in  Cumberland  ? — It  is  also  sold  in  Moncton  and  in  Shediac,  and 
a  few  days  ago  it  was  sold  in  Hampton. 

9406.  You  have  been  a  public  journalist  ? — For  twenty-nine  years. 

9407.  You  have  had  an  opportunity  during  that  time  of  gauging  public  opinion  ? 
— A  pretty  fair  opportunity. 

9408.  And  the  outcome  of  public  opinion  ? — Yes.  - 

9409.  Do  you  think  that  in  case  a  general  prohibitory  law,  preventing  the  manu- 
facture, importation  and  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor,  were  passed,  it  could  be  carried  out  ? 
— I  do  not  think  it  possibly  could  be  carried  out. 

9410.  What  would  be  the  difficulty  ? — Perhaps  half  the  population  are  interested 
in  violating  the  law.  With  an  ordinary  law,  not  more  than  one  man  in  a  hundred  or  a 
thousand  wants  to  violate  it,  but  in  this  case  they  think  it  is  an  interference  with  per- 
sonal Uberty,  and  they  do  not  think  one  person  in  fifty  has  the  right  to  say  what  the 
other  forty-nine  shall  eat  or  drink. 

9411.  As  to  smuggling? — I  think  smuggling  could  not  be  prevented.  Even  now, 
it  is  very  difBcult  to  keep  smugglers  out  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  then  every  one  who 
wanted  a  drink  would  be  interested  in  smuggling. 

9412.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  illicit  stills  in  operation? — I  think  the  opera- 
tion of  a  prohibitory  law  would  demoralize  the  revenue.  There  would  be  as  much 
liquor  drunk  as  ever.  There  would  be  two  years  of  anarchy,  and  then  we  would  come 
back  to  the  license  system. 

9413.  You  think  in  regard  to  this  matter  there  is  a  difference? — ^Yes ;  it  is  an 
artificial  crime.  It  is  a  crime  created  by  law.  No  one  thinks  it  a  crime  to  drink  a 
glass  of  liquor  or  to  sell  it,  but  when  you  make  a  crime  by  law  it  is  not  like  theft  or 
murder,  and  a  violation  of  that  law  is  not  looked  upon  as  a  violation  of  the  moral  law. 

9414.  You  think  that  the  state  of  public  sentiment  in  regard  to  it  must  be  con- 
sidered ? — Certainly. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod : 

9415.  Do  you  object  to  other  laws  which  interfere  with  what  men  regard  as  their 
rights  ? — It  would  depend  upon  what  the  laws  were. 

9416.  I  suppose  the  city  of  St.  John  has  fire  limits.  A  man  is  not  allowed  to 
build  a  house  of  a  certain  kind  within  certain  limits.  Is  not  that  an  interference  with 
his  rights  ? — All  laws  are  an  interference  to  a  certain  extent,  but  that  is  to  prevent  a 
certain  neighbourhood  from  being  burnt  down. 

9417.  What  is  the  interference  with  the  drink  traffic? — It  is  to  prevent  a  man 
who  takes  a  drink  from  taking  it  when  he  wants  it. 

9418.  Is  that  your  view  ?— Yes  ;  I  think  those  who  do  not  drink  themselves  want 
to  prevent  others  from  taking  it. 

9419.  Or  is  it  from  a  persuasion  that  the  drink  trade  is  a  menace  to  the  commu- 
nity, and  that  therefore  it  is  desirable  to  minimize  the  evil  ? — No  doubt  a  good  many  hold 
that  opinion. 

9420.  Do  you  think  it  is  a  menace  ? — I  would  be  content  if  there  were  no  drink- 
ing. I  have  *  no  interest  in  it,  but  I  do  not  think  these  are  proper  kinds  of  laws  to 
enact. 

9421.  Do  you  think  the  laws  as  they  exist  in  any  way  express  public  sentiment? 
— They  do  in  a  rough  fashion. 

9422.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  all  laws  express  public  sentiment  somewhat  ? — They 
do  in  some  way.  The  prohibitory  law  was  passed  by  a  Legislature  which  did  not  intend 
to  pass  it.     There  were  many  men  who  voted  for  that  law  who  were  topers  themselves, 
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who  would  hardly  be  satisfied  if  they  could  not  get  a  drink,  and  who  thought  the  Legis- 
lative Council  would  throw  it  out ;  but  they  did  not,  and  cast  the  responsibility  on  the 
other  House. 

9423.  Are  there  not  laws  that  have  not  the  support  of  public  sentiment  t— I  do 
not  recollect  any ;  but  perhaps  you  refer  to  the  Scott  Act ;  that  has  been  passed  owing 
to  the  cowards  and  the  timid  people  amongst  the  members  of  Parliament.  They  are 
afraid  of  the  extreme  temperance  element  in  their  constituencies.  We  have  a  member 
for  Cumberland  who  is  not  a  total  abstainer,  but  who  pledged  himself  to  vote  for  total 
prohibition  because  he  could  not  be  elected  otherwise. 

94*24.  Because  the  majority  are  in  favour  of  it  ? — No ;  but  because  two  or  three 
hundred  people  might  vote  Liberal  though  they  are  Conservatives. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

9425.  You  recollect  this  celebrated  Act  of  1855  ? — Yes  ;  it  ran  for  about  six  months. 

9426.  It  only  remained  on  the  statute-book  until  a  new  election  could  be  held  \ — 
Yes ;  the  House  was  dissolved  in  May  or  June,  and  the  House  was  called  together 
immediately  afterwards. 

9427.  It  was  disregarded  ? — It  was  totally  disregarded. 

9428.  Was  there  machinery  for  enforcing  it  % — There  was  machinery. 

9429.  And  it  was  a  dead  letter  ?— Yes. 

9430.  As  regards  the  S«ott  Act :  do  you  think  there  is  machinery  provided  for  the 
enforcement  of  it  ? — I  think  there  is  too  much.  I  think  it  has  gone  to  an  outrageous 
length  in  favour  of  prosecutions.  You  can  be  convicted  without  evidence,  and  cannot 
obtain  a  review. 

9431.  A  review  of  the  evidence  ? — Of  the  evidence. 

9432.  The  Provincial  Legislature  has  provided  for  the  payment  of  officials  % — Yes. 

9433.  Can  you  account  for  the  non-appointment  of  officials  ? — I  think  tiie 
expense  has  been  the  great  trouble.  Our  people,  and  especially  the  country  people,  are 
very  much  afraid  of  taxation  and  do  not  like  to  increase  the  assessment  by  8100  a  year. 

9434.  But  the  Act  provides* the  salary  of  the  Inspector  shall  not  be  over  $509  ^ — 
In  some  of  our  counties  if  you  proposed  to  appoint  a  salaried  officer  at  $500,  they  would 
think  they  were  ruined. 

9435.  Do  you  mean  Scott  Act  counties  ? — Yes. 

9436.  Do  you  think  the  people  of  the  country  would  be  demoralized  if  a  general 
prohibitory  law  were  passed? — We  would  lose  the  revenue  from  the  liquor  traffic,  a  great 
many  people  would  be  engaged  in  smuggling,  and  I  do  not  know  of  any  means  of  obtain- 
ing the  revenue  otherwise. 

9437.  Have  you  been  in  Maine  ? — Yes,  in  four  towns,  Calais,  Eastport,  Bangor  and 
Portland. 

9438.  Have  you  observed  any  marked  evidence  of  the  observance  of  the  law  ? — In 
Eastport,  liquid  has  always  been  sold  at  May  bee's  hotel.  I  have  not  been  in  Calais  for 
many  years,  but  when  I  was  there  it  was  freely  sold.  In  Portland  I  have  seen  open 
bars,  and  in  Bangor,  with  half  the  population  of  St.  John,  the  town  consumes  as  much 
liquor  as  we  do.  Once  I  went  there  with  a  friend,  and  was  invited  up  to  the  house  ;  he 
sent  to  the  drug  store  and  bought  a  dozen  of  ale  as  openly  and  freely  as  you  could  here. 
He  had  it  sent  to  the  house  for  the  entertainment  of  his  friends. 

9439.  Do  you  know  anything  as  to  whether  the  Scott  Act  is  enforced  in  Nova 
Scotia  or  not  ? — I  have  been  in  Ainherst,  Springhill  and  Cumberland. 

9440.  What' is  the  moral  eflfect  on  a  community  of  enacting  a  law  like  the  prohibitory 
law  in  Maine,  or  the  prohibitory  law  here,  and  not  having  it  enforced  ? — The  effect  is 
very  bad.  In  Parrsboro',  60  or  80  years  ago,  as  in  other  communities,  you  could  not 
raise  a  barn  or  anything  else  without  rum.  Thirty  years  ago,  I  suppose  you  could  not 
get  five  gallons  of  liquor  within  any  reasonable  distance  of  Parrsboro'.  The  Scott  Act 
came  in  force,  and  the  sale  of  liquor  in  Parrsboro'  village  took  place.  Instead  of  being 
able  to  take  a  drink  in  a  bar,  however,  as  a  rule  the  young  men  bought  a  flask  or  a 
bottle,  and  they  went  off  and  drank  from  the  bottle  without  water,  and  I  saw  more 
drunkenness  on  1st  July,  1888,  in  Parrsboro'  than  I  would  see  in  St.  John  in  a  month. 

James  Hannay. 
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9441.  Is  the  Scott  Act  in  force  there? — Yes ;  it  is  enforced  spasmodically.  Some- 
times the  people  are  fined  $50  and  sometimes  they  are  put  in  jail. 

9442.  Under  the  License  Act,  was  there  more  drinking  than  now  ? — There  were 
250  licenses  in  this  city  and  Portland,  probably.  There  were  150  retail  licenses.  There 
were  23  wholesale  licenses,  and  in  Portland  there  were  57  retail  licenses. 

9443-44.  Has  the  reduction  promoted  the  cause  of  temperance  1 — I  think  it  has.  I 
know  there  is  nothing  like  the  quantity  of  liquor  consumed  in  St.  John  that  there  was' 
twenty-five  or  thirty  years  ago,  and  it  is  not  simply  because  of  the  floating  population, 
but  the  young  men  in  St.  John  do  not  drink  as  they  did. 

9445.  Because  of  the  increased  restrictions  on  the  traffic  ? — I  think  there  is  a 
gradual  temperance  sentiment  growing  up.  It  is  not  considered  as  respectable  to  drink 
to  any  extent  as  it  was  formerly. 

9446.  What  are  your  views  as  to  the  government  of  the  trade  generally  ? — I  would 
have  a  high  license,  so  that  the  trade  would  be  in  the  hands  of  respectable  people  ;  and 
I  beheve  that  these  people  would  see  if  they  paid  a  heavy  license  that  the  law  was  not  • 
infringed  upon  by  outsiders.     If  a  man  paid  $500  for  a  license,  he  would  not  be  inclined 
to  let  people  next  door  sell  liquor  without  paying  for  a  license. 

9447.  Would  you  charge  as  much  for  light  wines  and  beer  licenses  as  for  spirits  ? — 
I  do  not  think  it  is  possible  to  make  a  distinction. 

9448.  As  a  journalist,  .with  an  experience  of  25  or  30  years,  and  with  experience 
of  the  working  of  the  Scott  Act,  what  is  your  opinion  in  regard  to  it  ? — I  think  it  is  a 
complete  failure.     I  do  not  think  it  has  stopped  one  man  from  getting'  a  drink. 

9449.  Do  you  visit  Fredericton  1 — Frequently. 

9450.  How  is  it  observed  there  1 — I  saw  a  steady  procession  into  the  bar-rooms 
there  ;  for  myself,  I  have  not  taken  any  there  for  ten  years. 

9451.  Do  strangers  find  any  difficulty  in  obtaining  liquor? — Not  the  slightest.  I 
think  you  could  have  a  barrel  of  liquor  taken  up  to  your  room  without  difficulty. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod: 

9452.  Has  the  law  been  enforced  at  all  in  Fredericton  ? — I  presume  it  has,  because 
some  people  have  been  in  jail,  but  it  has  not  been  eflfectively  enforced. 

9453.  Outside  of  the  hotels,  is  it  enforced  % — I  do  not  know,  because  I  have  never 
been  in  a  bar  there. 

9454.  You  have  been  in  the  hotels  altogether  ? — Yes. 

9455.  Have  you  ever  been  in  Fredericton  when  there  were  not  open  bars  in  the 
hotels  ? — I  do  not  think  so.  The  only  exception,  I  think,  was  when  the  proprietors 
were  in  jail  and  the  hotels  were  closed  ;  but  still  liquor  was  sold. 

9456.  Has  the  population  of  Parrsboro'  increased  ? — Largely.. 

9457.  There  are  more  strangers  there  ? — Yes. 

9458.  Do  you  think  that  accounts  for  the  increase  in  the  sale  of  liquor  ? — Partly, 
but  there  is  a  more  demoralized  state  of  feeling  there.  The  people  are  not  a  drinking 
people,  but  a  young  man  who  has  been  working  gets  a  drink  when  he  gets  to  town,  and 
he  may  not  see  drink  for  a  year  again. 

9459.  The  evidence  is  that  the  Act  is  enforced  in  Cumberland  ? — It  is  not  in  Am- 
herst.    I  was  there  last  April,  and  certainly  it  is  not  enforced  in  Springhill. 

9460.  Do  you  think  the  prohibition  of  the  trade  makes  men  drink,  while  the 
license  law  has  the  effect  of  deterring  them  ? — I  think  many  a  man  resents  being  dictated 
to  by  the  law  saying  he  shall  not  drink. 

9461.  You  think  he  makes  his  protest  against  that  by  taking  a  drink  ? — I  think  so. 

9462.  Do  you  think  that  temptation  would  be  removed  by  making  the  trade  free  ? 
— I  would  not  make  it  very  free,  I  would  have  a  high  license. 

9463.  Why  ? — Because  you  would  have  better  people  engaged  in  it,  and  more  con- 
trol over  them.       • 

9464.  Have  you  observed  any  community  where  high  licenses  existed  ? — Not  par- 
ticularly. I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  it,  but  I  have  read  a  good  deal  about  the 
high  license  business  in  the  west,  in  Dakota  and  some  other  States. 

9465.  Do  you  think  that  the  licensees  would  see  that  the  delinquents  would  be 
brought  to  book  ? — They  would  have  an  interest  in  it. 

21— 31J 


Digitized  by 


Google 


/ 
484  ROYAL  COMMISSION   ON  THE   LIQUOR  TRAFFIC. 

9466.  Did  you  hear  the  statement  of  some  witnesses,  yesterday,  that  they  would 
not  inform  on  the  illicit  sellers  ? — If  there  were  a  high  license,  I  think  probably  they 
would. 

9467.  You  say  it  is  not  so  respectable  to  drink  now  as  it  used  to  be.  To  what  do 
you  attribute  that  fact  1 — To  the  growth  of  temperance  sentiment,  and  the  work  of 
temperance  societies. 

9468.  Yqji  think  that  sentiment  has  grown  ? — Certainly. 

9469.  Has  it  found  expression  in  the  way  of  temperance  laws  1 — It  has  made  the 
temperance  people  more  aggressive  and  more  determined  to  have  their  own  way. 

9470.  Has  it  become  more  the  habit  of  the  people  at  large  ? — I  think  where  there 
are  two  political  parties,  they  are  apt  to  have  their  own  way  to  a  certain  extent. 

9471.  Do  you  think  that  the  number  of  those  who  think  that  prohibition  is  desirable, 
whether  feasible  or  not,  is  increasing  ? — I  do  not  think  it  is.  I  think  if  you  were  to 
poll  the  temperance  bodies  of  this  town  you  would  not  find  them  unanimous  on  the 
subject  of  prohibition. 

9472.  Has  there  been  any  change  in  the  status  of  the  trade? — I  do  not  know  that 
there  has.  I  think  there  are  a  good  many  people  in  the  trade  now  who  were  in  it 
thirty  years  ago. 

9473.  But  if  drinking  is  less  respectable,  the  trade  might  be  aflFected  in  the  same 
way  ? — The  bars  are  not  so  much  frequented.  Every  generation  is  less  tempted  to  bar- 
room drinking. 

9474.  Haff  every  Scott  Act  county  in  the  province  appointed  an  Inspector? — I  think 
King's  County  has,  but  I  only  know  from  hearing  of  it. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

9475.  Do  you  think  that  compensation  should  be  given  to  brewers  and  distillers  if 
a  prohibitory  law  were  enacted  ? — That  is  a  very  debatable  point. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

9476.  Do  you  think  the  saloon  bar  is  liiore  injurious  than  the  hotel  bar? — I  do 
not  think  there  is  any  particular  difference. 

9477.  Do  you  think  the  hotel  bar  is  a  greater  evil,  from  a  temperance  stand-pointy 
than  the  saloon  bar  ? — I  do  not  think  so.  There  is  no  difference.  There  is  no  food 
provided,  they  are  just  sample  bars. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

9478.  Is  either  bar  disastrous  ? — I  think  if  you  had  a  community  that  had  no  bars, 
it  might  be  better. 

9479.  If  a  prohibitory  law  were  enacted,  with  thorough  means  of  enforcement,  do 
you  think  it  would  have  a  good  or  evil  effect  ? — I  do  not  think  unless  you  had  90  per 
cent  of  the  people  in  favour  of  prohibition,  it  would  succeed,  because  as  long  as  you  had 
a  strong  element  determined  to  resist  the  law,  it  would  create  demoralization. 

9480.  But  if  90  per  cent  were  in  favour  of  it,  and  it  were  enforced,  would  the  effect 
be  beneficial  to  business  and  to  social  life  ? — I  think  if  no  liquor  were  consumed,  it  would 
be  better. 

9481.  You  think  it  would  be  beneficial  to  have  no  liquor  ? — I  contend  that  none 
should  be  used  at  all. 


James  Hannay. 
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THOMAS  W.  PETERS,  Mayor  of  St.  John,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald :  # 

9482.  What  is  your  residence  % — St.  John. 

9483.  What  is  your  occupation  or  calling  ? — Barrister. 

9484.  You  are  at  present  Mayor  of  the  city  % — Yes,  for  the  second  year. 

9485.  Under  the  provisions  of  the  present  Liquor  License  Law  in  force  in  this 
city,  have  you  special  duties  regarding  the  issue  of  licenses  ? — Yes.  The  Mayor  has  to 
determine  who  the  licensee  shall  be.  The  law  determines  the  number  of  licensees  in  the 
different  wards,  and  requires  signatures  for  the  applicants  for  licenses,  and  the  Mayor 
determines  from  the  list  of  applicants  who  shall  be  the  licensees. 

9486.  The  word  "  CouncU"  in  regard  to  licenses  means  the  Mayor? — ^Yes. 

9487.  You  have  issued  the  licenses? — During  one  ye«.r.  The  previous  Mayor  issued 
them  for  the  first  year  of  my  incumbency  I  issued  them  for  this  year. 

9488  Had  you  more  applicants  than  there  were  licenses  issued  ? — More  in  several 
wards. 

9489.  And  you  had  to  determine  the  licensees.  In  several  of  the  wards  there  had 
to  be  a  decrease,  and  in  some  few,  an  increase  in  the  number  I  suppose  ? — Yes. 

9490.  Then  you  have  a  report  from  the  Inspector  as  to  the  premises  ? — The  law 
requires  the  Inspector  to  make  a  report  as  to  the  places  and  the  applicants,  and  to  give 
full  information  as  to  their  character,  and  as  to  the  capabilities  of  the  premises,  and  also 
as  to  the  tines  which  have  been  imposed  during  previous  years  under  those  licenses. 

9491.  So  the  machinery,  in  the  first  place,  requires  the  Inspector  to  make  a  thorough 
examination,  and  report  to  the  Mayor  ? — Yes,  the  first  thing  is  the  filing  of  a  petition 
with  the  Inspector  in  the  Dominion  polling  district,  signed  by  one-third  of  the  residents. 
He  reports  to  the  Mayor,  and  he  holds  a  public  meeting  where  the  parties  are  heard, 
and  grants  the  license. 

9492.  Then  under  certain  circumstances  the  person  may  apply  to  a  judge  of  the  Sup- 
reme Court,  or  other  court,  to  see  whether  there  has  been  fraud? — Yes,  fraud  or 
partiality  in* the  way  of  fraud. 

9493.  This  is  in  order  to  provide  proper  persons  and  places  ? — Yes. 

9494.  How  does  it  affect  the  community  ? — The  people  are  particularly  sober  in  * 
St.  John,  considering  that  it  is  a  large  seaport  city  and  has  a  considerable  floating 
population. 

9495.  Can  you  suggest  any  improvement  in  the  license  law  ? — I  have  always  been 
in  favour  of  high  license ;  and  I  think  the  working  of  the  law  would  be  better  if  a  higher 
fee  were  charged,  and  if  the  number  of  licenses  granted  rested  altogether  in  the  discre- 
tion of  a  Commission.  I  think  it  is  far  preferable  that  the  granting  of  licenses  should 
be  in  the  hands  of  free  citizens,  and  not  in  the  hands  of  an  official  elected  by  the  people. 
I  do  not  ^y  necessarily  that  the  election  would  enter  into  the  matter,  but  it  might, 
and  it  would  be  preferable  to  have  the  duty  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  Commission,  with 
a  high  license  fee  and  the  number  restricted,  so  that  the  houses  licensed  should  be  con- 
fined, as  far  as  possible,  to  the  business  parts,  and  should  not  be  allowed  in  the  residential 
parts  of  the  city.  I  think  the  evils  that  flow  from  bars  are  much  greater  in  residential . 
than  in  business  quarters.  The  value  of  property  is  affected  to  some  extent,  because 
residents  object  to  being  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  bar.  It  is  a  trade  carried  on  in 
places  where  it  is  not  usually  carried  on,  and  it  may  have  evil  results  upon  residents 
and  especially  to  women  and  children. 

9496.  Then  when  you  speak  of  the  number  not  being  restricted,  would  your  view 
be  that  Commissioners  should  not  be  limited,  but  might  increase  or  decrease  the  num- 
ber ? — Yes,  they  should  exercise  their  discretion. 

9497.  So  that  in  some  localities  they  would  not  give  any  licenses  ? — Yes.  I  do  not 
say  the  aggregate  number  would  be  increased,  it  might  or  it  might  not ;  but  I  think 
that  duty  should  be  in  the  hands  of  a  Commission  separate  and  apart  from  political 
influence  of  any  description. 

9498.  Have  you  had  any  experience  of  the  McCarthy  Act  ? — Yes. 
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9499.  There,  one  of  the  Commissioners  was  the  County  Judge,  the  other  was  appointed 
by  the  Government,  and  the  Mayor  was  the  third  ? — I  think  that  was  the  most  admirable 
method  that  could  be  adopted.  From  my  experience  the  McCarthy  Act  was  as  nearly 
perfect  as  an  Act  can  be,  and  if  it  had  been  declared  intra  vires  it  would  have  increased 
the  good  effect  of  the  license  law,  and  the  temperance  results  would  have  been  very 
great  if  that  law  had  been  enforced. 

9500.  In  case  of  a  license  law  administered  by  a  Commmission,  would  the  Inspector 
be  appointed  by  the  Commission  or  by  the  Council  ? — I  have  not  considered  much  about 
that,  but  I  think-  it  would  probably  be  better  for  the  Commission  to  appoint  them,  as 
the  Commission  would  be  less  open  to  influence. 

9501.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  working  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — ^Yes ;  in  Portland, 
in  St.  John  county,  and  I  have  been  in  Maine  and  Fredericton, 

9502.  What  is  your  experience  in  regard  to  that  Act  1 — In  reference  to  the  prohibi- 
tion, as  shown  under  the  Scott  Act,  I  can  only  express  an  opinion.  The  result  on  my 
mind  has  been  that  it  has  been  largely  ineffectual  in  its  results. 

9503.  Sales  have  taken  place  under  it  1 — Very  largely,  notwithstanding  the  Act 
Through  the  State  of  Maine  my  experience  was  that  liquor  was  sold  very  largely  and 
freely,  and  was  easily  obtained ;  it  r^ulted  in  a  quantity,  of  liquor  being  sold  that 
was  very  inferior,  and  in  the  trade  being  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  number  of  irrespon- 
sible and  inferior  people,  and  temperance  was  not  obtained.  I  do  not  say  that  the  Act 
was  a  dead  letter  altogether,  but  it  was  very  largely  so. 

9504.  Suppose  a  general  prohibitory  law  were  passed,  could  it  be  enforced  in  this 
city  ? — In  my  opinion  public  sentiment,  as  far  as  I  know,  is  not  such  as  would  enable  a 
prohibitory  law,  if  passed,  to  be  carried  out  in  its  entirety.  I  think  it  would  not  accom- 
plish what  its  best  friends  think  it  should  accomplish. 

9505.  Has  there  been  a  growth  of  temperance  sentiment  in  this  community  I — In 
the  last  fifteen  years,  I  think  so,  an  immense  growth,  due  largely  to  the  temperance 
societies,  the  W.  C.  T.  U.,  and  more  or  less  temperance  education  in  our  public  schools, 
and  a  devdopment  of  temperance  sentiment  in  ^e  general  body. 

9506.  And  the  religious  influence  1 — Yes,  the  religious  denominations  have  largely 
entered  into  this  result.  The  class  of  liquor  drank  has  largely  changed  here  in  late 
years.  The  quantity  of  spirits  consumed  is  much  less  than  formerly.  Very  much  more 
lighter  drinks  are  taken,  such  as  ales  and  light  wines. 

9507.  Have  you  considered  the  feasibility  of  promoting  the  drinking  of  lager  beer, 
ales  and  light  wines  ? — I  have,  and  I  think  if  any  feasible  method  could  be  adopted  that 
would  bring  about  the  opening  of  establishments  where  these  light  drinks  would  be  sold, 
it  would  be  good.  I  have  not  considered  whether  it  is  practicable  in  respect  to  its  being 
carried  out ;  but  if  it  could  be  carried  out,  I  think  it  would  be  very  beneficial. 

9508.  Have  you  considered  the  question  of  granting  remuneration  to  the  distilleries 
and  breweries  in  case  of  the  adoption  of  prohibition  ? — That  is  a  matter  upon  which  it  is 
very  difficult  to  give  an  answer,  without  knowing  certain  conditions.  If  a  brewer  or 
distiller  or  liquor  dealer,  were  able  to  show  a  loss  in  his  business,  which  was  created 
legally  under  the  law  of  the  country,  and  he  could  show  an  absolute  loss  of  property  or 
loss  in  the  shape  of  profits,  I  think  it  would  be  a  reasonable  matter  for  the  Grovemment 
to  consider,  and  they  ought  to  receive  remuneration  to  that  extent.  My  view  largely  is, 
^that  a  great  deal  more  can  be  accomplished  throughout  the  Dominion  by  the  way  of 
temperance  societies,  education,  particularly  in  the  schools,  and  in  the  growth  of  a  tem- 
perance sentiment,  providing  every  effort  is  made  with  the  young  people.  The  result 
would  be  reached  better  than  by  absolute  prohibition,  in  the  present  state  of  public  sen- 
timent. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

9509.  Do  you  think  prohibition  is  desirable  ? — As  a  principle,  I  think  it  is. 

9510.  But  you  think  it  is  not  feasible? — As  circumstances  are  to-day,  I  think  it  is 
not  feasible.  For  instance,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  if  a  prohibitory  law  were  enforced 
now,  throughout  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  you  might  find  it  enforced,  efiectually,  in 
certain  portions,  in  some  portions,  not  at  all,  and  in  others  barely  enforced,  and  so  it 

Thomas  W.  Peters. 
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would  grade  according  to  the  public  sentiment  in  the  different  localities.  The  general 
sentiment  of  the  Dominion  is  not  of  sufficient  growth,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  at  pre- 
sent sufficient  to  carry  it  into  effect. 

951 1.  Do  you  thmk  that  the  general  sentiment  is  tending  in  this  direction  1 — I  think 
the  result  of  all  those  organizations  and  the  present  inquiry  will  tend  in  that  direction. 

9512.  Does  the  License  Act  give  the  City  Council  the  power  to  limit  the  number 
of  licenses  1 — No.  The  law  states  that  in  wards,  for  the  first  thousand  population,  there* 
shall  be  one  license,  and  one  for  each  five  hundred,  afterwards. 

9513.  Is  it  "shall  be"?— I  think  it  is  **8hallbe.  "  The  practical  result,  at  all 
events,  is  that  it  shall  be,  and  then  there  is  one  for  every  500  above  the  first  thousand. 

9514.  Must  that  number  be  granted  in  each  ward?— It  would  depend  on  the  num- 
ber of  petitions,  and  whether  the  applicants  were  satisfactory  to  the  Mayor  or  not ;  but 
the  Court  would  compel  the  Mayor,  if  there  was  nothing  against  it,  to  grant  a  license. 
Then,  the  Mayor  cannot  refuse  without  good  reason. 

9515.  The  law  says  the  number  shall  not  be  in  excess  of  that  1 — Yes. 

9516.  Is  it  possible  under  that  clause  to  decline  to  issue  any  license? — If  ypu  do 
not  comply  with  the  other  clauses.  Last  year  there  were  84  taverns  and  19  wholesale 
licenses  granted,  the  result  being  a  revenue  of  $18,320.  In  1892-93,  when  I  granted 
the  licenses,  there  were  84  retail  and  22  wholesale,  resulting  in  a  financial  return  of 
$18,600  to  the  City  Treasurer. 

9517.  The  petition  has  to  be  renewed  each  year  ? — Yes.  I  think  I  would  venture 
an  opinion  on  that  point,  for  I  feel  it  very  strongly.  P  think  it  is  a  disadvantage  in  the 
present  law  that  applications  have  to  be  made  to  the  licensing  body  by  those  petitions 
each  and  every  year.  I  think  if  a  person  obtains  a  signature  one  year  and  conducts  his 
business  without  any  objection,  it  is  not  reasonable  to  call  upon  him  again  to  have  the 
endorsement  of  those  electors.  I  think  it  results  in  a  very  bad  system  as  to  the  manner 
of  obtaining  those  signatures.  I  know,  as  a  fact,  that  a  number  of  electors  will  not  sign 
unless  they  are  paid,  and  unless  they  receive  certain  considerations  during  the  year,  and 
it  leads  to  a  system  which  is  objectionable. 

9518.  Do  you  think  that  some  residents  are  unwilling  to  sign  without  consideration  ? 
— I  think  there  are  certain  individuals  who  get  tired  of  signing,  and  it  results  in  others 
being  obtained  easily  who  will  receive  considerations  ;  butf  this  is  a  mere  personal  opinion 
of  my  own,  I  do  not  know  whether  it  rests  upon  any  sure  foundation  or  not.  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  if  the  signatures  are  given  in  one  year,  it  is  an  unreasonable 
burden  to  lay  upon  the  individual,  if  there  is  no  objection  to  him  or  to  his  mode  of 
conducting  the  business,  to  ask  him  to  get  the  signatures  again. 

9519.  Do  you  know  if  any  considerable  number  of  licensees  violate  the  provisions 
of  the  license  law  ? — Not  to  any  great  extent.  Naturally  there  will  be  violation  in 
hotels  of  the  closing  clauses.  Rightly  or  wrongly,  no  hotel  can  be  conducted  with  finan- 
cial profit  without  bars,  and  the  persons  naturally  look  there  to  obtain  liquors  after 
hours,  but  they  do  not  begin  to  have  the  ill  effects  upon  the  community  that  open  bars 
on  the  streets  would  have. 

9520.  Do  you  think  frequenters  of  hotel  bars,  after  hours,  and  on  Sundays,  are 
altogether  guests  of  the  hotels  ? — No,  they  are  guests  and  citizens ;  but  they  are  not  the 
class  to  whom  the  ill  effects  of  drinking  generally  come,  the  working  classes.  Closing 
on  Sunday  is  a  great  benefit  to  the  working  classes.  After  receiving  their  wages  they 
find  that  legally  the  bars  are  closed  to  them,  though  there  may  be  exceptions. 

9521.  Do  you  think,  from  your  observation,  that  a  larger  proportion  of  ill  effects 
come  to  the  labouring  classes  than  to  other  classes  i — Certainly,  there  is  no  doubt  about 
it.  I  do  not  say  that  the  ill  effects  do  not  come  to  those  in  all  walks  of  life ;  they  do, 
certainly,  but  more  practically  they  come  to  the  labouring  classes,  and  they  come  harder 
on  them  and  their  families,  because  they  are  the  people  who  are  always  arrested  and 
fined,  and  the  fines  come  out  of  their  wages.  I  think  the  community  is  more  depend- 
ent upon  the  labouring  class  than  upon  any  other ;  and  therefore  it  affects  the  whole 
community. 

9522.  What  do  you  think  would  be  the  effect  of  a  prohibitory  law,  well  enforced, 
on  the  business  interests  of  the  community,  other  than  the  liquor  business  ? — I  think  a 
prohibitory  law  that  did  prohibit  actually  and  successfully,  and  specifically,  would  result 


Digitized  by 


Google 


488  ROYAL   COMMISSION'  ON   THE   LIQUOR  TRAFFIC. 

in  individuals  being  better  able  to  attend  to  business,  and,  as  a  result  of  that,  the  busi- 
.ness  interests  would  be  ajivanced. 

By  Mr.  Gigattft  : 

9523.  What  do  you  know  of  the  enforcement  of  the  law  in  the  State  of  Maine?— 
I  have  been  in  Portland  and  Eastport  and  Bangor,  and  have  travelled  through  the 
country  districts.  , 

9524.  What  do  you  know  of  the  enforcement  of  the  law  there  ? — My  experience 
was  that  it  was  practically  not  enforced  at  all,  except  very  spasmodically,  and  then  it 
did  not  stop  illegal  selling  to  any  extent.  It  rendered  it  more  difficult  to  accomplish 
the  sale  in  out  of  the  way  places,  but  liquor  was  sold  where  people  would  be  safe  from 
an  information  being  laid. 

9525.  You  spoke  of  Fredericton  :  what  do  you  know  of  the  enforcement  of  the  law 
there  ? — In  Fredericton,  I  judge  it  has  not  been  a  success  ;  the  drinking  in  the  hotels  did 
not  decrease.  I  think  it  increased.  As  the  result  of  the  Scott  Act,  the  hotels  sold  a 
large  quantity  in  the  shape  of  bottles  to  individuals  who  came  and  obtained  it.  I  think 
a  larger  number  of  places  existed  outside  of  the  hotels,  but  they  are  very  carefully 
watched  by  the  proprietors,  and  are  in  the  hands  of  a  class  of  people  who  are  not 
desirable  for  the  sale  of  any  liquor.  I  think  women  sell  liquor  there  to  a  class  of  people 
that  is  not  desirable.  The  class  of  liquor  is  yery  inferior.  The  law  has  accomplished 
something,  and  is  not  a  dead  letter,  but  it  has  not  begun  to  accomplish  what  some  of 
its  friends  think  it  should,  and  think  it  has  accomplished. 

Bi/  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

9526.  Are  these  statements  in  regard  to  Fredericton,  from  your  own  knowledge  ?— 
No,  not  altogether,  partly  from  my  own  knowledge.  I  was  adviser  to  Mr.  Furlong,  a 
liquor  dealer  here,  some  years  ago,  who  was  selling  in  Fredericton,  and  a  suit  was 
brought  which  established  that  bills  for  liquor  in  a  Scott  Act  county  could  not  be 
recovered.     Still  he  sold  large  quantities  of  liquor  there,  and  he  did  not  keep  a  hotel 

9527.  That  was  several  years  ago  ? — Yes. 

9528.  Was  the  law  handicapped  by  the  appeals  to  the  courts  during  those  years  t— 
There  were  some  appeals. 

9529.  Do  you  know  the  Russells  were  practically  driven  out  of  the  town  ?-  -They 
may  have  been,  but  there  are  several,  I  am  confident,  selling  outside  of  the  hotels  now. 

9530.  From  what  you  have  heard  1 — And  from  what  I  know.  I  do  not  say  to  so 
large  an  extent  as  some  witnesses  have  stated,  but  still  to  a  large  extent  there  is  a  sale. 

9531.  Do  you  think  the  Scott  Act  has  restricted  the  trade  at  all,  as  to  the  quantity 
of  liquor  sold,  or  the  number  of  places  selling  ? — In  the  number  of  places  selling,  yes ; 
but  I  think  comparatively  little  as  to  the  quantity  sold. 

9532.  Do  you  think  that  the  law  has  had  any  effect  upon  the  moral  condition  of 
the  community  ? — I  think  all  temperance  efforts  have  some  result  on  the  community,  but 
I  think  the  ineffectual  carrying  out  of  any  law  has  a  bad  effect  upon  the  community. 
If  any  law  could  be  carried  out  which  would  restrain  the. sale  of  liquor,  it  would  be  an 
advantage,  but  the  law  which  attempts  to  do  so  results  in  evils. 

9533.  Do  you  mean  fails  to  absolutely  prohibit  1 — I  mean  fails  to  prohibit  to  such 
an  extent  as  to  show  the  good  results  of  the  law.  I  think  the  proportionate  results  would 
be  rather  against  the  Scott  Act  than  in  favour  of  it. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

9534.  Can  you  suggest  any  amendments  to  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  do  not  know  that  I 
can.  The  Scott  Act  is  one  that  I  have  not  studied  particularly,  I  have  seen  its  results 
in  its  working.  I  studied  the  McCarthy  Act  fully,  and  I  think  it  was  as  complete  as  a 
law  could  possibly  be,  and  from  its  working  here  I  am  confident  it  would  have  done  more 
in  regard  to  the  temperance  habits  of  the  citizens  of  St.  John  than  any  law  I  have  known. 

9535.  The  liquor  laws  of  the  different  provinces  were  amended  largely  after  that 
Act  ? — I  think  so. 

Thomas  W.  Peters. 
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9536.  You  have  a  provision  in  your  law  by  which  the  Council  can  ; 
prohibiting  the  sale  of  liquor  1 — Yes,  in  a  locality. 

9536a.  In  the  whole  city  ] — That  is  a  legal  question,  as  to  whether  it 
ultra  vires. 

9537.  You  pointed  out  some  objections  you  entertain  regarding  the  si^ 
pefcitioiSs  every  year.  Do  you  think  that  such  a  practice  places  the  lice 
some  degree  at  the  mercy  of  the  people  who  sign  for  him  1 — I  think  it  ahnc 
does ;  the  mere  fact  of  his  having  to  obtain  it  places  him  at  the  mercy  o1 
whom  he  has  to  obtain  the  favour.  I  think  if  he  is  called  upon  to  have  a  j 
first  he  enters  upon  the  business,  there  is  no  difficulty  in  his  obtaining  t 
number  of  signatures  afterwards.  But  I  think  the  result  of  a  continual  a 
persons  who  may  have  more  or  less  feeling  of  the  effect  upon  them  in  the  c 
the  locaUty  is  bad.  The  temperance  people  offer  more  or  less  objection  to 
of  those  petitions,  and  those  who.  sign  after  a  time  get  bored  and  do  not  < 
they  sign  or  not. 

9538.  Would  you  favour  the  appointment  of  partisan  Commissioners, 
or  the  other-? — I  think  the  appointment  should  be  as  under  the  McCarl 
County  Court  Judge,  the  Mayor  of  the  city,  as  representing  the  citizens, 
Commissioner  by  the  Government,  and  that  would  Jiccomplish  the  result  vei 

9539.  Ts  the  non-enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act  due  to  the  lack  of  pubi 
or  to  the  lack  of  machinery  1 — I  think  lately  it  is  due  to  the  lack  of  publi 
I  think  the  people  in  many  communities  conscientiously  adopted  the  Scott 
they  were  desirous  of  having  its  advantages  tried,  and  the  general  result  "< 
been  enacted  has  been  that  in  its  results  on  the  community  generally,  i 
been  confidence  shown  in  it,  and  therefore  there  is  lack  of  enforcement. 

9540.  Provision  is  made  under  the  Provincial  Act  for  the  appointn 
inspectors  ? — Yes. 

9541.  And  the  salary  even  is  fixed? — I  think  so. 

9542.  So  the  people  know  what  expense  they  will  be  put  to  as  f^r  as  tb 
concerned  ? — Yes.     Take  the  Municipal  Council  of  the  City  and  County 
when  the  Act  was  in  force ;  the  matter  was  more  or  less  canvassed  and  bi 
the  Council,  and  there  never  existed  but  a  small  majority  who  favoured 
ment  of  an  Inspector.     The  feeling  was  even  against  us. 

9543.  Do  you  know  cases  of  pronounced  prohibitionists  who  voted 
Scott  Act,  because  it  did  not  go  far  enough  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

9544.  In  the  county  ? — I  do  not.  In  the  county  the  Scott  Act  was 
out  to  any  extent.  The  sale  of  liquor  was  practically  as  large  during 
ance  as  it  is  now  it  has  been  repealed  and  licenses  have  been  granted. 

9545.  So,  no  beneficial  results  arose  during  its  continuance  ? — Not  i 
to  the  operations  of  the  Act. 

9546.  Have  you  been  in  St.  Martin's  ? — There  is  a  strong  temper 
there.  If  it  were  left  with  the  local  officers  there,  I  think  anything  tl 
to  the  extent  of  absolute  prohibition  would  meet  with  the  endorsement  of  * 
but  that  feeling  does  not  exist  all  over  the  county.         \ 

9547.  Is  that  part  of  the  county  for  municipal  purposes? — Yes. 

9548.  They  have  no  municipal  government  of  their  own  1 — No. 

9549.  Is  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act  never  made  an  issue. in  t 
— Not  to  any  appreciable  extent.  In  St.  Martin's,  I  think,  it  was.  I  think 
has  largely  elected  those  who  were  supposed  to  be  in  sympathy  with 
efforts. 

9550.  But  it  has  not  sufficient  influence  in   the  Council  to   secure 
ment  of  oflficers? — No. 

9551.  You  have  prohibitory  clauses  in  the  License  Act? — Yes. 

9552.  And  also  in  the  Nova  Scotia  Act  ? — The  present  license  law  can 
in  many  particulars. 

9553.  Do  you  think  at  present  a  law  prohibiting  the  raanufactun 
tation,  as  well  as  the  sale  of  liquor,  could  be  thoroughly  enforced  in  th 
— I  do  not  think  so. 
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9554.  Do  you  think  the  gradual  decline  of  the  drinking  custom  has  heen  due  to 
the  Scott  Act,  or  rather  to  the  influence  of  Christian  men  and  women? — Almost 
always  to  the  influence  of  Christian  men  and  women,  those  who  are  engaged  in  eleva- 
ting the  temperance  sentiment  of  the  communities,  and  I  think  that  is  on  the  increase, 
and  if  pursued  in  a  reasonahle  way,  it  will  accomplish  great  results. 

9555.  And  is  the  moral  e£fect  produced  by  seeing  the  Scott  Act  persistently  and 
openly  violated  an  aid  to  the  work  of  Christian  people  ? — I  should  think  it  would  be  rather 
detrimental  in  its  eflect,  to  what  extent  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  ;  but  with  a  high  licmae 
law,  with  proper  provisions,  and  the  efforts  of  temperance  societies,  and  the  educational 
efforts  of  common  schools  and  Sunday  schools,  and  all  such  organizations,  the  temperance 
principles  of  the  whole  community  of  Canada  would  be  very  largely  developed. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

9556.  Do  you  think  the  legalization  ot  the  trade  helps  the  moral  and  religious 
efforts  % — If  the  law  is  effectual  it  is  a  help,  if  it  is  ineffectual  it  is  a  hindrance. 

9557.  The  establishment  of  the  trade  is  a  help  to  the  efforts  made  to  diminish 
drinking  ? — If  the  license  system  is  effectual  and  carried  out  with  proper  provisions,  I 
think  it  is  a  great  help  to  the  moral  principle ;  and  if  it  is  ineffectually  carried  out,  it 
has  a  detrimental  effect. 

9558.  You  have  said  you  are  in  favour  of  a  licensee  holding  his  license  from  year 
to  year  it  he  is  clear  of  objections  1 — Yes,  unless  he  has  violated  the  law,  or  the  district 
has  changed. 

9559.  Does  not  the  population  change  in  the  district? — Yes,  but  that  does  not 
matter.     We  have  to  grant  licenses  according  to  the  census. 

9560.  Suppose  the  people  change  in  their  views,  do  you  think  they  should  be 
debarred  from  the  right  of  expressing  their  opinion  ? — Then  they  can  come  under  other 
clauses,  where  they  can  prevent  the  granting  of  a  license  in  their  district. 

9561.  If  there  has  been  a  change  of  25  per  cent  of  the  population,  do  you  think 
those  people  should,  be  debarred  from  petitioning  or  from  declining  to  petition  —I  do 
not  think  that  would  enter  into  it,  because  I  do  not  think  the  population  would  so  change. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

9562.  It  requires  now  one-third  to  sign  for  a  license  ? — Yes. 

9563.  How  would  it  do  to  ajlow  it  to  be  that  two-thirds  must  petition  against  it?— 
Yes,  or  a  provision  might  be  made  to  obtain  the  license  by  the  petition  one  year,  and  it 
should  continue  good  for  five  years  without  any  change  of  circumstances. 

9564.  Or  if  he  had  to  get  one-third  to  sign  for  him  in  one  year,  he  might  be 
deprived  if  one-third  signed  against  him  the  next  year,  or  he  should  be  compelled  to 
take  some  other  steps  ?— That  would  require  some  consideration. 


W.  WALKER  CLARKE,  of  St.  John,   Chief  of  Police,  on  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  as  follows  : — 

By  Jvdge  McDonald : 

9565.  You  are  Chief  of  Police  and  also  Inspector  of  Licenses,  I  believe  % — Yes. 

9566.  How  long  have  you  held  that  office  ?— From  23rd  May,  1890. 

9567.  Is  your  duty,  under  the  License  Act,  to  inspect, the  premises  of  persons  who 
are  making  application  for  licenses  ? — Yes. 

9568.  And  to  make  a  report  to  the  Mayor  i — Yes,  to  the  Mayor  and  Council. 

9569.  Have  you  found  any  difficulty  in  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  Act  f— 
No. 

9570.  Have  you  endeavoured  efficiently  to  carry  them  out? — I  have. 

957  L  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  offer  to  this  Commission  in  regard  to  amending 
the  Act  ? — No,  I  cannot  say  that  I  have  any. 
Thomas  W.  Peters. 


Digitized  by 


Godgle 


MINUTES   OF   EVIDENCE,    NEW   BRUNSWICK.  491 

9572.  I  thought  perhaps  that  some  particular  points  might  strike  you  in  regard  to 
the  working  of  the  Act  ? — I  do  not  think  of  any,  except  this,  that  perhaps  the  petition 
required  from  a  licensee  every  year  might  be  done  away  with. 

9573.  You  heard  the  evidence  of  the  Mayor,  I  suppose? — I  heard  part  of  it. 

9574.  In  regard  to  the  licenses  granted,  do  you  confirm  what  is  said  1 — Yes. 

9575.  What  is  the  number  of  licenses  in  this  city  ?— 83  retail  and  20  wholesale. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

9576.  Do  you  concur  generally  in  the  opinions  expressed  and  the  conclusions 
arrived  at  by  the  Mayor,  with  regard  to  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  and  of  the  license 
law?— I  do. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod: 

9577.  As  Inspector  under  the  license  law,  do  you  think  the  license  law  is  fairly 
well  observed  ? — Yes,  fairly  well. 

9578.  Is  there  much  illicit  sale,  I  mean  sale  by  persons  not  licensed  ? — I  think 
there  is  considerable. 

9579.  Do  you  seek  to  ferret  out  offenders  ? — I  do.  I  think  last  year  there  were 
100  cases  of  illicit  selling ;  there  were  more  than  that  number  the  year  previous. 

9580.  Do  you  think  there  is  much  illegal  sale  by  men  holding  licenses  ? — No,  I  do 
not  think  there  is. 

9581.  Take  the  hotels,  for  instance? — There  is,  I  think,  more  cr  less  of  it. 

9582.  Sale  after  hours  ?— Yes. 

9583.  And  on  the  Sabbath?— Yes. 

9584.  Have  you  made  efforts  to  bring  the  offenders  to  book  ? — Yes. 

9585.  Have  you  succeeded  in  any  number  of  cases  ? — Yes,  in  quite  a  number. 

9586.  Do  you  give  your  men  instructions  in  regard  to  the  matter,  or  do  you  act 
independently  ? — No,  they  all  have  instructions. 

9587.  Have  you  power  to  enter  ? — Yes. 

9588.  Have  your  men  the  like  power  ? — They  have  the  same  power. 

9589.  Do  you  believe  your  men  make  all  efforts  possible  to  close  up  those  places 
during  illegal  hours  ? — Yes ;  of  course  there  are  some  who  do  not  violate  the  law  and  there 
are  others  who  do.     Some  have  lost  their  licenses. 

9590.  You  mean  they  forfeited  their  licenses  on  account  of  violating  the  law  ? — Yes. 

9591.  How  many  cases  ? — One  case. 

9592.  Was  it  a  hotel  or  a  saloon  ? — An  hotel. 

9593.  Will  you  state  which  class  of  licensee  most  frequently  violates  the  provisions 
of  the  license  law,  hotel  keepers  or  saloon  keepers  ? — I  do  not  know.  There  are  more  re- 
tail licenses  than  wholesale. 

9594.  Do  you  mean  there  are  more  saloon  licenses  than  hotel  licenses  ? — We  do  not 
know  it  as  a  saloon  license  ;  we  have  a  tavern  license  and  a  wholesale  license. 

9595.  The  tavern  license  is  that  held  by  the  hotel  and  held  also  by  the  saloon  ? — 
No,  an  hotel  can  hold  a  tavern  license. 

9596.  What  kind  of  license  do  you  call  it,  which  a  man  having  a  place  on  the  corner 
in  which  he  does  not  sell  anything  but  liquor  by  the  glass,  holds  ? — A  retail  tavern  license. 

9597.  So  the  hotel  license  is  a  retail  tavern  license  ? — Exactly. 

9598.  Do  the  hotels  violate  the  provisions  of  the  license  law  more  than  those  other 
people  who  do  not  sell  anything  but  liquor  ? — No. 

9599.  Are  th^re  more  violations  of  the  Sabbath  law  in  the  hotels  than  in  the  saloons? 
— That  I  do  not  know. 

9600.  Have  you  no  means  of  ascertaining  ? — No.  Of  course  if  there  is  a  violation 
of  the  hotel  license  law,  we  endeavour  to  bring  the  people  up.  It  is,  however,  pretty 
hard  for  either  myself  or  my  men  to  catch  them  ;  some  one  else  might  know  of  violations 
of  the  law. 

9601.  Do  you  ever  employ  detectives  ? — No,  not  specially.  Our  men  go  in  plain 
clothes  sometimes. 

9602.  That  is  a  sort  of  detective  service,  I  suppose  ? — Yes. 
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9603.  Do  you  visit  the  places  and  look  after  sale  after  hours,  and  see  if  the  law  is 
observed  ? — Yes. 

9604.  Do  you  ever  detect  any  infractions  of  the  law  ? — Yes,  sometimes.  But  as  re- 
gards some  of  the  saloons,  it  is  impossible  for  an  oflScer  to  get  in. 

9605.  In  which  do  you  think  it  is  more  difficult  to  detect  violations  of  the  law,  the 
hotels  or  the  saloons  ? — I  do  not  think  there  is  any  difference. 

9606.  A  saloon  does  nothing  but  sell  liquor,  and  is  supposed  to  have  only  one  door? 
— It  can  have  as  many  doors  as  the  proprietor  pleases. 

9607.  The  hotels,  besides  selling  liquor,  board  people  1 — Yes. 

9608.  Do  you  think  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  your  enforcement  of  the  law 
against  hotel  keepers  are  greater  than  those  against  saloon  keepei-s  ? — I  should  not  say  sa 

9609.  You  have  no  means  of.  knowing,  I  suppose,  whether  the  hotels  are  more 
frequent  violators  of  the  law  than  are  other  people  holding  licenses? — No  ;  not  so  far  as 
my  knowledge  goes,  or  that  of  my  officers. 

9610.  You  spoke  about  one  man  losing  his  license:  was  that  a  retail  license?— 
Yes. 

9611.  Have  you  ever  known  a  case  of  a  person  losing  his  license  for  violations  of 
the  law  and  next  year  obtaining  a  wholesale  license  ? — I  think  there  was  a  case  of  that 
kind  ;  I  am  speaking  of  it  from  memory. 

Bi/  Mr.  Clarke  : 

9612.  Do  you  do  your  best  to  enforce  the  law  1 — I  do. 

9613.  And  do  you  instruct  your  men  to  prosecute  all  violators  of  the  law  who 
come  under  your  notice  1 — I  think  the  law  is  very  well  enforced. 

9614.  Have  any  charges  been  made  against  you  for  non-performance  of  duty?-— No. 

9615.  You  do  your  part  to  the  best  of  your  ability,  and  your  men  do  all  they  are 
capable  of  doing  ? — Yes. 


Re\'.  Canon  F.  H.  J.  BRIGSTOCKE,  of  St.  John,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed 
as  follows : — 

By  Judge  McDcynald : 

9616.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  St.  John? — About  nineteen  years.  I  came  to 
St.  John  on  September  28th,  1873. 

9617.  Have  you  had  an  opportunity  during  your  residence  here  of  observing  what 
may  be  called  the  social  condition  of  the  city  1 — I  presume  I  have. 

9618.  How  has  it  been  ;  is  it  a  sober,  orderly  city  ? — I  should  say  very  much  so. 

9619.  Have  you  seen  anything  of  the  operations  of  the  prohibitory  law  in  the 
province  ? — Nothing  whatever. 

9620.  Your  knowledge  has  been  confined  to  the  city  of  St.  John  ? — Yes. 

9621.  Do  you  know  anything  as  to  the  state  of  affairs  that  prevailed  in  Portland 
while  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force  1 — Nothing  whatever. 

9622.  Have  you  had  any  connection  with  the  work  of  moral  reform  in  the  way  of 
temperance  ? — Not  directly. 

9623.  How  indirectly  ? — I  was  going  on  to  say,  except  by  what  I  would  call  the 
ordinary  machinery  of  our  church,  by  using  the  influences  of  the  means  of  grace  and 
Bible  teaching  upon  the  heart  and  conscience,  which  I  believe  have  had  the  greatest 
possible  effect. 

9624.  You  think  those  influences  have  had  the  effect  of  promoting  temperance  in 
the  community  ? — Decidedly. 

9625.  Do  you  think  that  temperance  is  growing  and  increasing? — I  think  so. 
Certainly  if  I  look  over  years  in  my  survey,  I  should  say  it  has  increased. 

W.  Walker  Clarke, 
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9626.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  work  of  the  Church  of  England  Temperance 
Society  ? — No,  not  here. 

9627.  Or  in  England  or  elsewhere  ? — No. 

9628.  In  Halifax  we  had  evidence  in  regard  to  the  working  of  the  Association  ? — 
I  have  not  instituted  a  branch  in  connection  with  my  own  work,  and  I  am  not  aware 
of  any  branch  having  been  instituted. 

9629.  Have  you  given  any  consideration  to  the  question  of  prohibition  ? — I  did  in 
connection  with  the  Scott  Act,  when  the  vote  was  •  to  be  taken  as  to  its  adoption  or 
otherwise  in  this  city. 

9630.  What  was  the  result  of  your  investigation  ? — It  led  me  to  be  decidedly 
against  the  adoption  of  the  Scott  Act. 

9631.  Say  on  what  ground  or  grounds? — On  the  information  as  to  its  operation  in 
other  communities  where  it  has  been  adopted.  I  could  only  use  my  best  judgment  in 
regard  to  the  matter,  and  according  to  my  judgment  and  the  information  I  could  obtain, 
and  I  took  the  trouble  to  read  all  I  could  in  regard  to  the  matter,  I  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  it  would  not  be  for  the  good  of  the  community  to  adopt  the  Act  in  St. 
John. 

9632.  As  regards  religion  and  morals,  what,  in  your  opinion,  is  the  effect  on  a 
community  of  a  law  remaining  on  the  statute-book  which  is  not  observed  ? — The  effect 
is  very  injurious. 

9633.  You  do  not  consider  it  a  good  educator  ? — Not  at  all.  Legislation  in  advance 
of  public  opinion  is  very  injurious  to  the  morals  of  the  people. 

9634.  I  understand,  then,  from  what  you  say,  that  in  your  opinion  the  true  remedy 
for  intemperance  is  the  operation  of  religious  instruction,  the  teaching  of  gospel  truths, 
and  the  effect  of  moral  influences  on  the  hearts  of  individuals  ? — I  think  they  have  the 
most  powerful  influences.     Of  course  these  require  to  be  supported  by  legislation. 

9635.  In  what  way  would  you  frame  that  legislation  ? — To  answer  the  question  in 
a  general  way,  which  is  the  only  way  I  can  answer  it,  I  may  say  that  all  legislation 
should  be  capable  of  being  efficiently  enforced  by  the  public  officers ;  that  we  should 
not  have  laws  on  the  statute-book  which  we  know,  almost  to  a  certainty,  will  not  be 
obeyed.     For  instance,  the  Scott  Act  is  an  individual  example  of  this — it  is  not  obeyed 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

9636.  Do  you  think  a  general  prohibitory  law  would  be  better  obeyed  than  the 
Scott  Act  is  obeyed  now  ? — I  have  no  means  of  judging. 

9637.  In  the  present  state  of  public  opinion,  would  it  be  more  likely  to  be  efficiently 
enforced  and  generaUy  regarded  and  obeyed  ? — I  should  say  it  would  all  depend  upon 
how  it  was  enforced. 

9638.  Do  you  think  it  could  be  enforced  ? — I  think  if  there  were  Dominion  officials 
in  sufficient  number,  it  might  be  enforced. 

9639.  Do  you  think  if  Dominion  officials  were  appointed  to  enforce  the  Scott  Act, 
it  could  be  enforced  at  present  ? — Not  entirely. 

9640.  Do  you  think  a  general  prohibitory  law  could  be  enforced? — I  think  it 
would  be  more  general ;  it  would  be  a  more  drastic  measure  altogether. 

9641.  Do  you  think  that  a  more  drastic  measure  could  probably  be  enforced  than 
a  less  drastic  one,  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  do. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod: 

9642.  Do  you  believe  laws  against  evils  have  any  effect  in  shaping  public  opinion 
in  regard  to  those  evils  ? — Perhaps  to  some  extent. 

9643.  Did  you'receive  a  circular  letter  from  this  Commission  with  certain  questions 
appended  ? — ^Yes. 

9644.  Have  you  answered  the  questions? — I  answered  two  or  three,  I  forget  how 
many. 

9645.  Did  you  find  it  difficult  to  answer  some  of  them  ? — Certainly. 

9646.  Could  you  state  in  a  general  way,  and  briefly,  from  your  long  experience  and 
observation,  as  a  Christian  pastor,  to  what  extent  you  believe  the  drink  trade  and  the 
drink   habit    are   the   causes  of  crime,  of  immorality,  poverty,  domestic  trouble  and 
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Idren,  and  neglect  of  religion  ?     Do  you  think  to  any  considerable  extent 
le  and  the  drink  habit  are  responsible  for  those  troubles  ? — Certainly, 
ive   you  had   at  any  time  an  opportunity  of  comparing  the  condition  o! 
under  a  license  system,  with  communities  under  enforced  prohibition  of 

hat  is  the  position  of  your  religious  denomination  on  the  question 
pade  ? — I  do  not  think  I  am  in  a  position  to  answer  a  question  like  that 
of  England  has  always  taken  a  foremost  place,  and  does  take  a  foremost 
oting  the  well-being  of  the  community,  and  she  is  always  ready  to  adopt 
measures  that  will  conduce  to  that  end.  I  have  nothing  to  say  against 
hat  may  be  adopted  to  secure  that  result.  At  the  same  time,  I  do  not 
a  position  to  answer  your  question. 

Tud^e  McDonald: 

e  journals  of  the  Synod  have  been  put  in  evidence.  They  show  the 
dch  have  been  passed,  and  I  suppose  they  really  answer  the  question  I— 


l^ANKINE,  of  St.  John,  Deputy  Sheriff  of  the  City  and  County  of  ^z.  John, 
of  the  Jail  for  the  City  and  County,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  fol- 

htdge  McDonald: 

)w  long  have  you  been  Deputy  Sheriff? — Over  27  years. 

)w  long  have  you  been  Governor  of  the  jail  ? — Over  27  years. 

>  these  oflBces  run  together  ? — Yes. 

uppose  you  have  a  large  number  of  people  passing  through  your  hands 

bhe  jail  ? — Yes,  a  good  many. 

•  you  find  drunkenness  a  potent  cause  of  their  being  placed  in  jail  ? — Yes. 

th  males  and  females  ? — Yes. 

Lve  you  any  information  or  statistics  which  will  show  what  proportion  of 

mmitted  to  jail  are  committed  for  intemperate  habits  ? — That  would  be 

culated. 

tve  you  any  statements  that  will  show  that  1 — I  have  the  printed  reports 

ree  years.     The  report  of  the  Sheriff  of  the  number  of  persons  committed 

the  year  ending  31st  December,  1891,  shows :    For  large  debts  15,  small 

8  15  ;  total  127  ;  committed  from  police  office,  1,089  ;  number  remaining  in 

mber,  1891,  41  ;    number  days  confined,  15,408  ;  number  days  supported, 

>ve  you  had  anything  to  do  officially  with  the  enforcement  of  the  license 

?• 
you  consider  that  a  large  proportion  of  those   were  committed  owing  to 

abits  or  for  crimes  which  arise  from  them  ? — Yes. 
.ve  you  some  inmates  who  are  in  the  jail  almost  constantly  1 — Yes. 
d   some  who  come  in  once,  and  I  suppose,  you  nevet  see  again  1 — Some 
■gain. 

is  being  a  seaport  town,  you  have,  of  course,  quite  a  floating  population, 
re  here  to-day  and  away  to-morrow  ? — Yes. 

you  occasionally  get  people  of  that  kind  committed  ?^— Not  very  often, 
u  are  not  in  a  position  to  state  the  nurAber  of  persons  who  committed 
aid  their  fines  ?— No,  that  record  will  be  found  in  the  police  office. 
ANON  F.  H.  J.  Brigstocke. 
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By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod: 

9665.  How  many,  say  during  three  years,  have  you  had  in  your  custody  charged 
wifti  crime  I— In  1889  there  were  15,413;  in  1890,  15,957. 

9666.  And  county  prisoners  ?^I  could  only  give  you  the  number  for  last  year. 
There  were  committed  to  the  police  office  last  year  1,089.  There  remained  in  jail  for 
the  summer  of  1891,  41  prisoners  ;  number  of  days  confined  15,408. 

9667.  And  in  1890?— I  do  not  know. 

9668.  Does  that  record  show  the  percentage  of  the  1,089  who  were  there  because 
of  drink,  either  on  their  part  or  on  the  part  of  somebody  else  :  have  you  any  statement 
or  report  in  regard  to  that  matter  ? — Very  nearly  the  whole  of  them. 

9669.  How  nearly  ? — The  commitments  for  drunkenness  were  605. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

9670.  Where  is  that  record  to  be  found  1 — In  the  jail  book. 

9671.  Is  it  in  your  annual  report? — Yes,  the  totalis  there.  Arrests  for  safe- 
keeping 459.  These  are  parties  who  are  brought  in  on  Sunday  morning  and  who  go  to 
the  Police  Court  on  Monday  morning.  Then,  there  are  vagrants  15,  larcenies  10.  The 
total  number  is  1,089. 

By  Judlge  McDonald: 

9672.  Would  any  of  the  400  be  afterwards  included  in  the  600?  What  becomes  of 
those  arrested  for  safe-keeping,  on  Monday  morning  ? — Some  pay  fines.  / 

9673.  Then,  some  of  the  400  might  be  included  in  the  6001— Yes. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod: 

9674.  The  400  that  come  to  you  on  Saturday  night  to  stay  until  Monday  morning 
have  been  arrested  by  the  police  for  drunkenness  ? — Yes. 

9675.  And  they  have  been  placed  in  your  custody  because  they  would  be  safer 
there  than  elsewhere  ? — We  keep  them  over  Sunday. 

9676.  They  come  before  the  Court,  and  are  either  acquitted  or  convicted,  and  fined 
cr  imprisoned,  as  the  case  may  be  ? — Yes. 

9677.  Do  you  find  any  proportion  of  the  cases  of  thefts  attributable  to  drink  ? — 
Pretty  much  all — pretty  much  all  kinds  that  come  into  jail. 

9678.  Do  you  have  many  young  people  in  charge  ? — We  have  not  had  so  many 
during  the  last  year  or  two  as  we  had  formerly. 

9679.  Do  you  find  those  young  people  or  vagrants  guilty  of  petty  crimes  because 
of  the  drinking  habits  of  their  parents  or  guardians  ? — In  some  cases. 

9680.  In  any  considerable  proportion  of  cases  ? — We  have  not  had  a  great  many. 

9681.  I  understand  you  have  lived  in  St.  John  all  your  life? — Yes,  certainly. 

9682.  How  many  years?— Since  1836. 

9683.  So  you  were  here  20  years  before  there  was  a  prohibitory  law  ? — ^Yes. 

9684.  Have  you  any  recollection  of  the  prohibitory  law  ? — It  is  not  very  distinct. 

9685.  The  law  was  a  failure  ? — Yes,  it  was  abandoned  by  those  who  wanted  to  have 
it  upheld. 

9686.  Will  you  explain  the  matter  ? — I  remember  very  well  the  first  case  taken 
before  the  Police  Magistrate  of  St.  John,  and  I  know  the  party  who  brought  the  charge. 
The  Magistrate,  after  a  little  humbugging,  discharged  the  case  at  about  two  or  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  without  going  into  the  trial  of  it. 

9687.  Were  the  Magistrates  afraid  of  the  people  ? — That  might  have  had  something 
to  do  with  it.  There  was  a  pretty  good  crowd  there.  At  all  events  the  case  was  dis- 
missed. 

9688.  Was  there  a  mob  ?— Yes. 

9689.  What  was  the  attitude  of  the  mob  ? — They  were  howling,  declaring  that  they 
were  inclined  to  kill  the  temperance  men.  They  had  some  rum  in  court,  and  they  carted 
it  through  the  streets  after  the  case  was  dismissed. 

9690.  Did  you,  think  the  attitude  taken  by  the  mob  had  any  effect  in  regard  to  the 
case  before  the  court  ? — That  I  could  not  tell  you ;  it  was  dismissed  at  all  events ;  but 
I  could  not  tell  what  was  in  the  mind  of  the  Magistrate. 
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9691.  But  could  you  form  a  pretty  good  opinion  of  the  influences  which  interferred 
with  the  enforcement  of  the  law  ?-— I  could  hardly  give  an  answer  to  that  question. 

9692.  You  said  that  the  case  was  humbugged  in  the  court :  what  do  you  mean  by 
that  ? — I  mean  it  was  never  tried.     It  was  dismissed  without  trial. 

9693.  Have  you  any  means  of  knowing  why  it  was  dismissed  without  trial  f — No. 

9694.  You  have  no  opinion  about  it  ? — No. 

9695.  How  long  was  the  law  actually  in  force  ? — That  I  could  hardly  say. 

9696.  Was  it  in  force  12  months? — I  could  not  say ;  I  got  so  disgusted  I  gave  up 
all  hope. 

9697.  Did  you  get  disgusted  with  the  law  or  the  condition  of  things  ? — With  the 
condition  of  things. 

9698.  Do  you  think  if  the  law  had  obtained  what  you  would  call  a  fair  chance,  it 
would  have  worked  fairly  well  1 — I  believe  it  would,  and  I  believe  there  would  be  a 
different  state  of  affairs  to-day. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

9699.  I  think  you  stated  that  you  do  not  know  wtfat  was  in  the  mind  of  the  Judge 
who  dismissed  the  case,  as  to  whether  there  was  a  question  as  to  the  constitutionality  of 
the  law  ? — No.      The  Judge  did  not  go  into  any  question. 

9700.  You  do  not  know  what  was  in  his  mind,  but  you  do  know  that  he  dismissed 
the  case  ? — Yes. 

9701.  Was  the  Act  enforced  through  the  whole  province  ? — ^Yes. 

9702.  And  a  general  election  was  held  after  the  dissolution  of  the  Legislature  ? — Yes. 

9703.  Was  a  majority  of  the  members  returned  in  favour  of  maintaining  the  law  or 
of  repealing  it  ? — For  repealing  it. 

9704.  Were  those  members  who  supported  the  repeal  of  the  Act  only  elected  from 
St.  John,  or  were  they  returned  from  some  other  constituencies? — From  the  whole 
province. 

9705.  Therefore,  the  province  as  a  whole  declared  against  the  la^  ? — ^Yes. 

9706.  And  it  was  repealed  ? — I  remember  one  of  the  members  stating  on  the  plat- 
form of  the  old  court-house  that  he  voted  for  the  prohibitory  law  for  the  purpose  of 
upsetting  the  Government. 

9707.  The  people  repealed  the  law  1 — Yes. 

9708.  And  by  a  very  large  majority  ? — I  could  not  tell  you  how  many. 

9709.  Were  there  not  a  very  large  majority  of  the  members  returned  in  favour  of 
repealing  the  Act  ?— Yes. 

9710.  You  spoke  of  a  remark  you  heard  made  by  a  member  of  the  Legislature. 
Do  you  recollect  this  as  the  state  of  the  facts  :  that  the  Government  were  turned  out 
on  the  question,  and  a  new  Government  formed  ? — Yes. 

9711.  And  the  members  who  came  back  to  the  new  Parliament  swept  away  the 
Act  and  repealed  it  1 — Yes. 

9712.  And  did  they  not  sweep  away  the  new  Government  too? — Yes. 

9713.  And  the  old  political  party  came  back  to  power,  but  with  the  supporters  who 
advised  the  repeal  of  the  prohibitory  law.  Was  not  the  fact  this,  that  the  people 
returned  men  who  advocated  the  repeal  of  the  law,  but  who  were  political  supporters  of 
the  Administration  that  had  been  turned  out,  and  was  not  that  Administration  again 
brought  back  to  power  ? — Some  of  them. 

9714.  They  were  called  back  within  a  year  to  again  take  office  ? — I  think  so. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

9715.  You  have  stated  that  the  Magistrate  without  hearing  the  case  you  have 
referred  to,  dismissed  the  charge  ;  what  was  the  result  of  that  action  ? — The  result  was 
that  everything  was  upset. 

9716.  Because  of  that  single  decision? — I  know  it  to  my  sorrow. 

9717.  You  have  said  that  the  condition  of  affairs  which  existed  under  the  law 
made  you  disgusted — that  was  under  the  prohibitory  law  passed  in  1885-86.  What 
waa  that  condition  ? — I  do  not  understand  you. 

John  Rankine. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MINUTES   OP   EVIDENCE,    NEW   BRUNSWICK.  497 

9718.  You  have  given  the  Commission  some  information  about  the 
passed  35  or  40  years  ago,  and  you  recited  the  particulars  respecting  a 
police  court,  and  you  told  us  that  the  condition  of  things  which  existed  < 
the  Act  was  in  force  disgusted  you.  What  condition  of  things  exisi 
way  the  people  acted. 

9719.  Do  you  mean  the  people  in  St.  John  or  the  people  generally  I 

9720.  How  did  they  act  ? — Very  badly.     You  know  how  a  mob  wo 

9721.  Were  the  people  of  the  province  in  sympathy  with  the  mob  ?- 
here,  only  the  people  of  St.  John. 

9722.  You  do  not  know  how  the  people  outside  the  province  acted  1 

9723.  You  think  that  at  the  election  a  year  afterwards  only  two 
bers  were  returned  to  the  Legislature  who  were  in  favour  of  prohibition  1- 
McLelan  and  Mr.  Gillmor. 

9724.  How  long  was  it  after  the  passage  of  the  Act  before  the  elec 
— I  could  not  tell  you. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod : 

9725.  You  have  people  in  jail  other  than  those  in  for  drunkenness 
the  like  ?— Yes. 

9726.  You  have  people  there  for  the  non-payment  of  taxes  \ — Yes. 

9727.  Are  you  able  to  form  any  opinion  as  to  what  proportion  of 
for  non-payment  of  taxes  or  debtors  are  in  that  condition  because  of  d 
say  the  largest  proportion  of  them. 

9728.  What  was  your  business  before  you  were  appointed  Deputy  S 
carpenter. 

9729.  Had  you  many  men  in  your  employment  ? — I  had  some  men 

9730.  Did  you  find  the  drink  trade  and  the  drink  habit  affect  the 
I  had  men  who  were  in  the  habit  of  drinking,  but  I  did  not  keep  them 

9731.  Why  did  you  not  keep  them  long? — Because  I  could  not  dep 

9732.  I  think  you  said  that  everything  was  upset  by  that  action 
the  prohibitory  law,  that  is  the  dismissal  of  the  case  by  the  magistrates 
it  to  your  sorrow  ? — My  pocket  felt  it.     I  happened  to  be  one  of  the  Sec 

9733.  What  was  that  league  ? — It  was  merely  to  see  that  everyl 
rightly, — the  same  as  an  election  committee. 

9734.  You  were  involved  in  expenses  ? — We  were  all  involved  in  ei 


Rev.  JOHN  C.  TITCOMBE,  of  Fairville,  on  being  duly  sworn, 
lows  : —  * 

By  Judge  McDoncdd : 

9735.  You  are  a  clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England,  I  believe  ? — 

9736.  How  long  have  you  resided  at  Fairville? — About  7  years. 

9737.  In  what  county  is  it  ? — In  the  County  of  St.  John. 

9738.  Have  you  been  at  any  other  station  ? — I  was  in  Canterbury 

9739.  In  what  county  is  that  ? — In  the  County  of  York. 

9740.  Is  the  section  of  the  county  where  you  were  under  the  operai 
Act  ? — ^Yes,  at  Canterbury.  Fairville  was  not  under  the  Act  at  first,  bi 
wards ;  I  am  thankful  to  say  it  is  not  under  it  now. 

9741.  Why  are  you  thankful  ? — Because  I  think  the  Scott  Act  h 
wherever  I  have  seen  it  in  force. 

9742.  In  what  way? — Drink  is  blamed  for  a  great  deal,  but  I  thin] 
has  opened  a  way  to,  I  was  going  to  say,  hatred,  malice  and  all  uncharit 
bred  deceit  and  has  increased  the  sale  to  children  and  women,  and  pe< 
now  to  satisfy  their  taste,  and  every  man's  hand  is  turned  against  his  ne 

21—32 
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has  been  my  experience  in  Cantecbury  and  in  Fairville  :  others  may  have  had  better 
experience  in  regard  to  the  Act.  People  who  were  friendly  now  pass  each  ocher  by,  and 
no  man  dare  call  his  soul  his  own.  That  is  my  experience  of  the  Scott  Act ;  it  has  been 
an  utter  failure  in  every  place  where  I  have  seen  it. 

9743.  Did  you  hear  the  evidence  of  Canon  Brigstocke  ? — Qidy  partially. 

9744.  Did  you  hear  his  views  in  regard  to  religious  teaching  and  its  relation  to 
temperance  1 — I  did  not  hear  what  he  said  about  that  subject. 

9745.  What  is  your  view  ? — Previous  to  coming  to  this  country  I  was  actively  en- 
gaged in  temperance  work  in  London.  I  believe  in  treating  a  man  as  a  man,  and  in 
taking  for  granted  that  he  has  reason  and  mind  as  well  as  I  have  myself.  You  have  no 
right  to  try  to  level  him  down,  and  to  endeavour  to  make  him  swallow  your  opinion, 
whether  he  wishes  to  do  so  or  not.  If  you  treat  him  as  a  man,  you  can  persuade  and 
influence  him.  If  the  people  who  run  about  trying  to  enforce  the  Scott  Act  and  other 
laws  would  spend  the  time  in  drawing  the  children  to  them,  and  teaching  them,  and 
obtaining  a  personal  intimate  connection  with  them,  and  making  them  feel  you  are 
one  with  them,  they  could  teach  thq  young  and  lead  them  by  moral  suasion.  It  is 
human  hature  that  if  you  tell  a  child  not  to  do  a  thing,  it  will  do  it  in  spite  of  you.  A 
prohibitory  law  has  the  same  tendency.  While  I  would  engage  in  practical  work  in 
the  cause  of  temperance,  I  would  be  the  first  to  rise  against  a  prohibitory  measure. 
We  are  taught  in  England  that  a  colony  is  a  place  where  there  is  more  freedom  of  ac- 
tion and  more  freedom  of  speech,  but  I  think  it  is  going  from  the  frying  pan  into  the 
fire.  It  is  no  use  trying  to  force  an  individual  to  see  as  you  see  and  do  as  you  do.  I 
heard  a  little  while  ago  that  a  temperance  worker  declared  last  summer  that  I  was  not 
worth  anything  because  I  did  not  vote  in  favour  of  the  Scott  Act.  Surely  I  had  the 
right  to  exercise  my  judgment  and  vote  as  a  free  man  in  a  free  country,  and  vote  against 
the  Scott  Act  because  in  my  judgment  it  was  a  failure.  I  do  not  say  why  it  was  a 
failure,  but  I  say  it  was  so. 

9746.  Is  this  the  result  of  your  experience  both  as  a  clergyman  and  a  member  of 
the  community :  that  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  is  not  beneficial  1 — I  think  it  is 
not ;'  honestly,  I  think  it  is  not  beneficial. 

Bi/  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod: 

9747.  You  did  not  say  what  made  the  Scott  Act  a  failure.  Do  you  object  to  stat- 
ing the  reason  ? — There  are  many  reasons  for  it.  I  have  stated  that  it  is  a  failure,  and 
I  will  give  my  reasons  so  far  as  I  know  them.  Its  operation  always  seems  to  be  un- 
certain, for  no  two  Judges  ever  decide  alike.  One  decides  that  it  is  legal,  and  the  other 
decides  that  the  Act  is  unconstitutional.  While  a  great  many  people  will  talk  and  will 
try  to  thrust  the  Scott  Act  down  your  throat,  when  it  comes  to  enforcing  it  or  backing 
it  up  with  money  they  are  found  wanting.  The  friends  of  the  Scott  Act  are  the  greatest 
enemies  it  has,  because  while  they  talk  about  the  law,  they  are  found  wjipting  when  it 
comes  to  action. 

9748.  Did  the  friends  of  the  Act  obstruct  its  enforcement ;  did  they  originate  the 
obstruction  ? — I  think  so,  by  the  way  they  went  about  to  enforce  it. 

9749.  Were  there  any  prosecutions  under  the  Scott  Act  ? — Do  you  mean  cases  that 
came  under  my  notice  ? 

9750.  Yes  ? — There  were  several. 

9751.  Were  they  originated  by  friends  of  the  Scott  Act, cr  by  some  other  persons  f 
—  By  friends  of  the  Act. 

9752.  Do  you  think  by  making  those  charges  against  violators  of  the  law,  they 
brought  the  law  into  disrespect  ? — I  think  so,  by  the  way  it  was  done. 

9753.  It  was  not  that  the  persons  charged  defended  themselves,  that  did  not  bring 
the  law  into  disrespect  ? — I  think  not.  Every  man  has  a  right  to  defend  himself  if  he 
is  charged  with  crime. 

9754.  Did  the  friends  of  the  law  take  the  cases  before  the  Courts  on  appeal  I— 
Yes,  some  cases  were  taken  on  appeal. 

9755.  So  that  the  friends  of  the  law  by  seeking  to  enforce  the  law,  brought  the  law 
into  contempt  ? — I  do  not  say  that. 

Rev.  John  C.  Titcombe. 
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9756.  Please  explain  ? — I  referred  to  the  means  they  adopted  to  enforce  it. 

9757.  What  were  the  means  ? — I  am  opposed  to  the  Scott  Act,  and  yet  I  think  it  is 
wrong  for  a  man  to  sell  liquor,  but  I  would  not  pay  a  man  to  buy  liquor  for  the  purpose 
of  setting  a  man  against  his  fellow.  It  brings  the  law  into  discredit,  and  it  opens  wide 
the  door  for  one  evil  after  another.  * 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

9758.  Is  that  the  case  now  1 — I  think  so. 
Bt/  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

9759.  Do  you  think  it  would  have  been  better  if  the  friends  of  the  Scott  Act  had 
permitted  violations  of  the  law  to  go  on  without  attempting  to  prosecute  the  violators 
of  the  law  ? — I  think  the  community  would  have  been  decidedly  better,  because  we  have 
more  liquor  sold  now  than  then,  and  while  before  the  adoption  of  the  Scott  Act  we  had 
three  liquor  stores,  liquor  was  sold  in  almost  every  house  afterwards. 

9760.  Do  you  think  the  violators  of  the  law  were  in  any  degree  re.sponsible  for  the 
bad  state  of  a&iirs  of  which  you  have  complained  ? — That  is  a  difficult  question  to 
answer,  because  I  would  have,  first,  to  find  out  who  sold  the  liquor  that  made  the  people 
drunk.  No  one  can  decide  that,  because  when  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force  in  Portland, 
and  even  when  it  was  in  force  in  Fairville,  all  a  person  had  to  do  was  to  take  a  little 
exercise  and  cross  the  bridge,  and  he  could  get  as  much  liquor  as  he  pleased.  I  do  not 
know  whether  you  can  properly  blame  Fairville  for  that. 

9761.  You  said  the  friends  of  the  Scott  Act  were  responsible  for  all  the  evils  that 
resulted  from  it  there.  Were  not  the  violators  of  the  Act  in  any  way  responsible  for  this 
condition  of  affairs  ? — I  do  not  think  I  said  they  were  responsible  for  all  the  violations 
of  the  law*  I  think  the  friends  of  the  Act  were  responsible  for  the  condition  of  affairs 
existing  now.     I  do  not  think  they  enforce  the  Act. 

9762.  Do  you  object  to  the  attempt  made  to  enforce  it  ? — No,  but  to  the  mode  of 
enforcing  it. 

9763.  What  was  the  mode? — I  have  given  you  an  example. 

9764.  Was  that  the  one  and  only  method  ? — No,  there  were  several  others  no 
doubt,  but  that  was  one  :  following  people  up  and  tracking  them,  and  putting  tempta- 
tions in  their  way. 

9765.  Do  you  know  whether  there  was  any  attempt  made  to  enforce  the  law  with- 
out resorting  to  what  you  call  disreputable  methods  % — I  do  not  know  of  any,  but  there 
may  have  been  some,  because,  as  I  told  you  at  the  outset,  I  was  opposed  to  the  Scott 
Act  from  what  I  had  seen  of  it. 

9766.  ^You  were  not  interested  in  its  enforcement  1 — No.  But  I  am  interested  in 
temperance  work,  although  as  I  became  acquainted  with  temperance  work  here,  my 
interest  in  it  waned.  Previously  I  carried  on  work  in  London  among  the  mariners,  but 
so  soon  as  I  came  here  my  interest  flagged  at  once. 

9767.  Do  you  believe  it  is  better  to  leave  the  drink  trade  unrestricted  ? — I  think 
the  present  way  is  a  failure,  because  in  Fairville  I  know  men  have  paid  $50  or  $60  in 
fines  to  retail,  and  a  man  can  make  that  amount  on  a  Sunday  or  holiday ;  you  can  sell 
enough  liquor  on  a  Sunday  or  holiday  to  pay  for  a  license. 

9768.  Do  they  sell  enough  to  do  so  %—-l  do  not  know. 

9769.  Neither  from  observation  nor  from  the  common  talk  of  the  conununity  do 
you  know  whether  there  are  any  violations  of  the  license  law  ? — No. 

9770.  But  you  do  know  there  were  violations  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — Yes.  That  was 
apparent,  for  whisky  was  sold  openly. 

9771.  You  have  said  that  the  Scott  Act  has  had  a  bad  effect  in  arraying  neighbour 
against  neighbour,  and  disturbing  the  harmony  of  the  community  ? — Yes. 

9772.  Do  you  think  the  drink  trade  makes  peace  in  the  community  1 — I  do  not 
say  it  does. 

9773.  You  have  also  said  this,  that  it  is  human  nature  to  want  to  do  the  thing  you 
are  forbidden  to  do  ? — Yes. 

9774.  Do  you  think  the  Commandments  are  a  mistake  because  they  cannot  be  fully 
observed  ? — I  do  not  set  myself  up  on  a  pinnacle  to  judge. 

21— 32i 
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By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

9775.  Generally,  your  experience  is  that  the  Scott  Act  has  been  a  failure  ?— That 
is  my  opinion. 

9776.  You  have  expressed  that  opinion  after  having  had  opportunities  of  observing 
the  operation  of  the  Act  ? — Yes. 

9777.  In  Fairville,  when  the  Scott  Act  was  the  law,  you  say  there  was  more 
drunkenness  and  more  places  where  whiskey  could  be  sold  than  under  license  ?— There 
were  more  places  where  whiskey  was  sold. 

9778.  You  do  not  know  whether  there  was  any  more  drunkenness  1 — I  do  not  know. 
I  am  engaged  every  hour  of  the  day,  and  I  am  not  walking  about  the  streets  to  find 
those  matters  out. 


At  the  conclusion  of  the  testimony, 

Rev.  Dr.  McLEOD  objected  to  the  adjournment.  He  said :  There  are  two  gentle- 
men present,  H.A.  McKeown,  M.P.P.,  Grand  Worthy  Patriarch  of  the  Grand  Division, 
Sons  of  Temperance,  of  New  Brunswick,  and  C.  A.  Baker,  mill  owner  and  a  large 
employer  of  labour — who  have  been  asked  to  appear  before  the  Commission.  Mr. 
Baker  was  present  yesterday,  but  could  not  then  be  heard.  He  was  told  by  the  Acting- 
Chairman  and  myself  that  if  he  could  be  present  to-day,  he  would  be  heard.  Accord- 
ing to  that  arrangement  he  is  here,  having  left  his  business  and  come  several  miles  to 
give  evidence  and  he  should  be  heard.  I  desire  him  to  be  called  now.  There  is  ample 
time  to  hear  both  these  gentlemen ;  and  I  protest  against  adjournment  till  they  are 
heard. 

JUDGE  McDonald  said  :  The  hour  having  now  arrived  when  the  sessions  of 
the  Commission,  as  announced,  would  close,  I  declare  the  sittings  of  the  Commission  in 
this  city  now  closed.   , 

The  Commission  adjourned. 


Rev.  John  C.  Titcombe. 
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ST.  STEPHEN,  N.B.,  Ai 

The  Royal  Commission  on  the  Liquor  Traffic  met  here  this  day 
McDonald  presiding. 

Present  : 

Mr,  E.  F.  Clarke,  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod,  Mr.  G.  . 

The  Secretary  having  read  the  commission, 

Judge  McDONALD  said  :  Her  Majesty's  commission  having  b 
of  the  Commission  is  now  open  for  the  despatch  of  business.  I  may  s 
man  of  the  Commission,  Sir  Joseph  Hickson,  is  not  with  us.  He  was 
but  he  has  not  come  to  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick.  I  may  state 
of  those  whom  it  may  concern  that,  so  far  as  drunkenness  being  an  ei 
CJommission  decided  unanimously  before  leaving  home  that  there  wai 
testimony  on  that  point :  it  is  conceded  and  admitted  on  all  hands, 
having  heard  the  commission  read,  and  having  learned  of  the  matter 
Commission  for  investigation,  may  now  come  forward,  if  they  so  des 
mony.  Following  the  usual  custom,  the  Commission  will  proceed  by 
instance,  gentlemen  occupying  official  positions. 


HENRY  GRAHAM,  of  St.  Stephen,  Collector  of  Customs,  or 
deposed  as  follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

9779.  How  long  have  you  held  the  position  of  Collector  of  Custo 
months. 

9780.  Were  you  connected  with  the  Customs  Department  be 
was  not. 

9781.  This  is  a  town  bordenng  on  the  State  of  Maine? — Yes. 

9782.  There  is  only  the  River  Ste.  Croix  between  St.  Stepher 
believe  ? — Yes.     There  is  only  a  small  stream  between  here  and  Cala 

9783.  State  generally  the  size  and  population  of  Calais  ? — It  hj 
between  6,000  and  7,000. 

9784.  And  what  is  the  population  of  St.  Stephen  ? — St.  Step 
together  have  about  5,000  people,  each  having  about  2,500. 

9785.  Is  this  a  prosperous  community  ? — A  very  prosperous  con 

9786.  What  is  the  general  line  of  business  carried  on  here ;  is  i 
It  is  manufacturing  and  the  shipping  of  lumber. 

9787.  Do  any  sea-going  vessels  come  up  here  1 — Very  few  from 
up  as  far  as  St.  Stephen.  There  are  a  great  many  small  vessels,  vess 
here  and  the  British  and  Spanish  West  Indies,  and  they  come  up  la 
There  are  a  great  many  coasting  vessels  running  l)etween  here  and  t] 
parts  of  Charlotte  County. 
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9788.  Do  you  refer  to  Campobello  1 — To  Canipobello,  Grand  Manan,  Deer  Island 
and  West  Isles. 

9789.  How  many  officers  of  Customs  have  you  here  1 — I  think  there  are  ten 
officers. 

9790.  Yourself  and  nine  others  ? — Yes. 

9791.  There  is  a  bridge  between  the  two  towns? — There  are  several  bridges Jover 
the  river. 

9792.  Is  there  any  railway  bridge,  or  are  they  all  passenger  bridges  1 — The  railway 
comes  into  the  Dominion  about  five  miles  above,  by  a  bridge,  but  it  is  not  a  passenger 
bridge.     I  think  it  comes  into  the  Dominion  at  Milltown.     It  has  no  station  on  this  side. 

9793.  How  many  of  these  passenger  and  vehicle  bridges  are  there  ? — There  are  five 
bridges  within  five  miles. 

^  9794.  Are   these  all  under  your  supervision  ? — Yes,  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Customs. 

9795.  As  to  the  stream  itself,  is  there  much  boating  between  the  two  countries  I 
— There  is  a  good  deal  at  high  water. 

9796.  Are  small  boats  used? — They  are  small  boats,  row  boats. 

9797.  There  is  quite  a  tide  here,  I  believe? — Yes,  a  very  heavy  tide.  It  rises 
from  20  to  26  feet,  I  think. 

9798.  Then  the  access  between  the  State  of*  Maine  and  the  Province  of  New 
Brunswick  is  very  easy  ? — ^Yes,  very  easy  indeed. 

9799.  Have  you  reason  to  apprehend  that  there  is  smuggling  to  any  extent? — 
No  ;  not  to  any  extent. 

9800.  I  suppose  you  exercise  a  very  close  supervision  ? — We  keep  a  very  close 
supervision,  and  there  are  not  many  attempts  at  smuggling  made. 

9801.  Are  seizures  ever  made  ? — Yes. 

9802.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  there  is  any  quantity  of  liquor  brought  into 
this  province  from  the  Umted  States  ? — ^There  must  be  more  or  less,  for  we  seize  certain 
quantities. 

9803.  What  disposal  is  made  of  it  ? — Some  we  have  on  hand,  and  some  we  dis- 
pose of. 

9804.  Are  auction  sales  held  ? — Sometimes  we  dispose  of  it  by  auction  sale  ^d 
sometimes  at  private  sale. 

9805.  What  kind  of  liquors  is  it  generally — spirituous  or  malt  ? — Spirituous  liquor. 

9806.  Whisky  and  brandy,  I  suppose  ? —  I  have  now  a  barrel  of  whisky  in 
charge  that  was  seized  a  short  time  ago.  We  have  here  also  a  special  officer  who  does 
not  report  to  the  Collector  here,  but  reports  to  the  special  department  in  Toronto. 

9807.  To  what  department  does  he  report  ? — To  the  official  Inspector ;  that  may 
be  called  the  detective  branch  of  the  Customs  service  in  Toronto.  There  are  special 
officers, ^nd  there  are  two  of  them  here.  One  is  partially  under  my  supervision,  and 
the  other  is  not  at  all  under  me.  They  do  not  report  to  me,  or  they  do  so  only  at  their 
own  option. 

9808.  It  is  a  special  department  of  the  Customs  of   a  detective  nature  ? — Yes. 

9809.  Do  those  officers  confine  themselves  to  any  particular  line  of  seizures  ? — No, 
nor  to  any  particular  place. 

9810.  Then  they  move  about  to  different  places? — ^Yes. 

9811.  They  seize  any  kind  of  goods,  I  suppose? — Any  kind  of  goods  that  are 
contraband  goods. 

9812.  Their  duties  will  sometimes  be  of  a  special  character  for  the  purpose  of 
making  investigations  ? — To  a  certain  extent  they  will  be. 

9813.  Have  you  any  opportunity  of  knowing  whether  they  have  made  seizures  ? 
— I  know  they  have. 

9814.  And  in  those  cases  are  the  goods  sold  by  auction? — I  do  not  know  what 
disposal  is  made  of  them. 

9815.  You  spoke  of  a  barrel  of  whisky  as  having  been  seized  by  you ;  have  you 
had  any  liquors  come  in  in  bottles  that  have  been  seized  ? — No,  we  have  not  had  any 
to  any  extent — only  two  packages  since  I  have  been  here. 

Henry  Graham. 
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9816.  The  liquors  you  have  seized  have  been  as  a  rule  in  wooden  packages  ? — The 
last  package  we  seized  was  at  Milltown.     It  was  in  a  sugar  barrel,  headed  up. 

9817.  Do  you  ship  for  export  from  here? — No. 

9818.  Then  you  are  not  in  a  position  to  say  whether  intoxicating  liquors  are  ex- 
ported, for  the  documents  would  not  come  before  you  ? — No.  ^ 

9819.  How  long  have  you  resided  here? — Twenty-one  years  I  have  made  it  my 
home.  During  four  years  I  spent  a  large  portion  of  my  time  in  Maine,  and  I  went 
pretty  well  through  the  interior  of  the  State. 

9820.  You  spoke  of  this  being  a  prosperous  community  ;  I  suppose  it  is  a  temper- 
ate community,  too  ? — Yes,  I  always  considered  it  a  very  temperate  community. 

9821.  Have  you  temperance  organizations  in  the  community  1 — Yes. 

9822.  Do  they  keep  up  active  work  ? — They  appear  to  do  so. 

9823.  Has  there  been  a  growth  of  temperance  sentiment  going  on  through  the 
years  you  have  known  this  place  ? — I  cannot  say  exactly.  I  am  not  a  member  of  any 
temperance  association,  but  the  people  have  always  been  very  active  in  temperance 
work. 

Bi/  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod  : 

9824.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  there  is  much  liquor  smuggled  here  ?-^-I  do  not 
think  there  is  much  smuggled  here ;  at  all  events,  not  from  the  United  States.  We 
watch  the  importations  very  closely.    They  may  get  over  more  or  less. 

9825.  Then  you  think  they  may  avoid  your  officers  sometimes  ? — No  doubt  they  do, 
but  I  do  not  think  to  any  extent,  because  liquor  is  easily  obtained  in  the  province,  and 
it  would  be  a  good  deal  df  trouble  to  get  it  from  the  United  States. 

9826.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  what  smuggling  is  done  is  for  local  con- 
sumption, or  for  forwarding  elsewhere  ? — I  cannot  tell  you  exactly,  but  I  have  very  good 
reason  to  believe  it  is  for  local  consumption. 

9827.  But  is  it  a  matter  of  conjecture  with  you  ?^— Entirely  so. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

9828.  If  it  were  not  for  the  local  consumption,  where  would  the  liquor  be  sent  ? — 
I  do  not  think  there  would  be  any  object  in  smuggling  the  liquor  here  for  consumption 
except  in  that  way.  That  has  been  my  idea  always  about  smuggling  liquor.  If  they 
could  get  it  in  from  the  United  States  smuggled,  no  one  would  know  they  had  it,  and 
they  could  sell  it  more  easily  in  other  places  than  this.  The  class  of  whisky  brought 
in  is  very  poor,  and  if  they  wanted  to  bring  in  liquor  for  consumption,  it  would  have  to 
come  in  in  the  way  of  ordinary  business,  and  the  people  enforcing  the  Scott  Act  might 
get  on  to  it.  I  think  the  people  can  buy  in  the  Dominion  as  good  or  better  liquor  for 
the  same  money  than  they  can  in  the  United  States. 

9829.  Do  you  think  the  stuff  smuggled  is  consumed  here  ? — ^Yes. 

9830.  Where  does  it  come  from  ? —  It  comes  from  Boston.  The  mark  of  Boston  is 
on  the  ends  of  the  barrels. 

9831.  Does  any  come  from  the  State  of  Maine  ?  Is  there  any  liquor  manufactured 
in  that  State? — No.  They  get  all  their  liquor,  or  nearly  all  of  it,  from  Boston.  The 
State  agent  buys  his  liquor  in  Boston. 

9832.  Then  the  State  agent  can  sell  liquor  legally  ? — Yes,  all  through  the  State. 

9833.  Is  the  Scott  Act  the  law  here  ? — Yes,  but  we  do  not  consider  it  is  in  force. 

9834.  How  long  has  the  Scott  Act  been  the  law  here  ? — I  could  not  say  exactly, 
12  or  14  years,  or  at  all  events  a  long  time. 

9835.  Has  there  been  a  steady  decline  in  drunkenness  and  crime  since  the  Scott 
Act  came  into  force  ? — I  do  not  think  there  has  been. 

9836.  Has  there  been  any  marked  decline  ? — I  should  not  say  there  had  been. 

9837.  Do  you  think  there  has  been  any  decline  at  all  1 — I  cannot  see  that  there  is 
much  decrease  in  the  drinking  habits  of  the  people  now  as  compared  with  the  period 
before  the  Scott  Act.     We  have  tried  to  enforce  it  here.     I  was  Mayor  for  two  years. 

9838.  How  long  ago  was  that?— I  was  Mayor  in  1886  and  1887. 

9839.  You  tried  then  to  enforce  the  Act  ? — We  did  our  utmost.  We  had  as  good 
a  Police  Committee  as  there  ever  was  in  town,  and  the  members  did  their  very  best  to 
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enforce  it ;  but  when  there  was  the  least  let  up  in  the  precautions  under  the  Act,  the 
people  took  advantage  of  it.  I  do  not  think  we  ever  thoroughly  stamped  out  Uquor,  or 
that  we  ever  could. 

9840.  Were  you  partially  successful  in  stamping  it  out  ? — Yes,  partially  so. 

9841.  To  what  do  you  attribute  your  incomplete  success  1 — You  cannot  keep  people 
up  to  that  pitch  all  the  time.     It  is  only  an  enforced  enforcement,  that  is  all  it  is. 

9842.  Have  you  as  much  difficulty  in  enforcing  the  law  against  smuggling  as  you 
had  during  your  term  of  office  as  Mayor  in  enforcing  the  law  against  theft? — No;  I 
think  it  is  entirely  different. 

9843.  What  is  the  difference  1 — The  difference  is  that  the  sentiment  of  the  whole 
people  is  against  theft.  The  sentiment  of  a  large  majority  is  against  smuggling,  but  as 
regards  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act  and  the  selling  of  liquor  the  sentiment  is  very 
much  divided.     It  is  a  different  matter  altogether. 

9844.  The  people  do  not  look  upon  the  drinking  of  liquor  as  a  crime  in  the  same 
light  as  theft  ? — No,  of  course  they  do  not. 

9845.  That  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  your  efforts  have  not  been  more  successful,  I 
suppose  1 — I  think  so. 

9846.  Did  you  appoint  an  Inspector  1 — I  forget  how  the  law  was  then.  Whatever 
the  law  was  then  we  enforced  it  and  endeavoured  to  carry  it  out. 

9847.  I  think  the  provincial  statute  authorizes  the  appointment  of  an  Inspector  by 
the  municipality,  and  authorizes  the  Council  of  the  municipality  to  raise  the  necessary 
amount  to  pay  his  salary  ? — There  was  some  difference  about  it  at  the  time.  When  I 
was  Mayor  the  Local  Government  made  this  change ;  but  I  was  also  Warden  of  the 
county  at  the  time,  and  we  made  an  agreement  with  the  municipality  that  they  should 
give  us  the  fines  and  we  should  pay  the  costs  of  prosecutions  under  the  Act. 

9848.  The  Dominion  Government  have  passed  an  Order  in  Council  appropriating 
the  fines  for  the  purpose  of  the  enforcement  of  the  Act  and  handing  them  over  to  the 
local  authorities  1 — There  seemed  to  be  some  question  about  it  at  that  tima 

9849.  Has  the  law  been  better  enforced  since  you  left  the  Mayor's  chair  than  it 
was  during  your  term  of  office  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

9850.  Could  you  suggest  any  change  that  the  Commissioners  could  recommend 
to  Parliament  in  regard  to  the  i^cott  Act  which  would  render  it  more  easy  of  enforce- 
ment 1 — No,  I  could  not  recommend  any  change  as  regards  the  enforcement  of  the 
Scott  Act.  I  believe  in  high  license.  I  believe  the  trade  can  be  better  regulated  under 
high  license  than  under  the  Scott  Act. 

9851.  What  would  be  the  special  advantage  of  high  license  1 — To  the  town  of  St 
Stephen  there  would  be,  in  the  first  place,  a  monetary  advantage. 

9852.  The  municipality  would  derive  a  monetary  advantage  ? — We  have  lost  that 
— but,  of  course,  this  is  a  matter  of  opinion — and  I  think  as  much  liquor  is  sold  now  as 
there  was  under  license. 

9853.  Do  you  think  the  liquor  sold  illegally  is  of  as  good  a  quality  and  less  adulter^ 
ated  than  if  it  were  sold  in  properly  licensed  houses  and  hotels  where  liquor  could  be 
purchased  openly  ? — My  experience  in  the  State  of  Maine — and  I  had  a  good  deal  of 
experience  there — was  that  the  foulest  trash  is  sold.  It  is  really  supplied  by  Maine 
agencies  and  liquor  agents  in  the  different  towns,  and  it  is  the  foulest  trash  a  man  could 
possibly  drink, 

9854.  That  is  the  result  of  prohibition  as  it  exists  in  Maine  ? — Entirely  so. 

9855.  Do  you  think  if  there  was  a  high  license,  these  foul  liquors  would  be  sold  to 
a  great  extent  ? — I  do  not  think  we  have  as  bad  liquor  here  as  they  have  there. 

9856.  They  have  total  prohibition,  and  you  have  only  local  prohibition  ? — They  are 
supposed  to  have  total  prohibition,  but  they  have  not  any  at  all. 

9857.  Do  you  think  if  there  were  licenses,  there  would  be  as  foul  liquor  legally  sold 
as  is  sold  now  illegally  ? — No. 

9858.  It  would  not  be  as  poor  ? — I  think  the  same  people  who  sell  this  stuff  now, 
if  they  had  an  opportunity,  would  not  want  to  sell  anything  good ;  but  under  a  license 
law  a  better  class  of  people  would  engage  in  the  traffic,  and  it  would  be  better  for  the 
community  that  reputable  persons  should  be  engaged  in  it  rather  than  the  people  who 
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are  now  in  it.     The  trade  would  certainly  be  more  easily  controlled.     We  could  control 
it  here,  while  we  cannot  do  so  now. 

9859.  This  imported  liquor  is  not  very  expensive  ? — It  is  brought  over  here  at  a 
very  cheap  rate.  Two  years  ago,  Mr.  Phillips,  of  Franklin  County,  Maine,  told  me  he 
paid  $1.80  per  gallon  for  the  whisky  he  gets  there. 

9860.  Do  you  state  that  you  believe  the  introduction  and  enforcement,  or 
attempted  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act  has  resulted  in  the  introduction  of  worse  liquor 
into  the  province? — I  think  there  are  more  low  dives  selling  liquor,  and  selling  a  poor 
class  of  it,  than  there  would  be  if  the  trade  was  properly  regulated,  and  if  respectable 
people  had  licenses. 

9861.  Can  you  suggest  any  changes  in  the  law  that  would  render  the  Scott  Act 
more  easy  of  enforcement  ? — I  cannot  imagine  any  way  that  we  could  carry  out  the  Scott 
Act  more  fully. 

9862.  Do  you  favour  as  a  means  of  protecting  the  general  well-being  of  the  com- 
muliity  the  granting  of  licenses,  and  the  charging  of  a  high  license  fee  ? — That  is  my 
idea,  or  the  control  of  the  trade,  as  is  done  in  Sweden,  by  the  Government  themselves, 
no  profit  from  the  sale  of  liquor  to  accrue  to  any  one  except  the  Government.  1  believe 
that  system  would  be  very  successful  indeed. 

9863.  You  have  had  experience,  you  say,  in  the  State  of  Maine  ? — Yes. 

9864.  There  is  a  prohibitory  law  in  the  State  now  ? — Yes. 

9865.  Is  that  prohibitory  law  generally  observed  by  the  people,  and  does  it  pro- 
hibit the  sale  of  liquor  in  the  State  1 — It  does  not  at  all.  It  does  spasmodically. 
Sometimes  politics  enter  into  the  matter.  In  Bangor  and  Portland  parties  are  very 
evenly  divided,  Republican  and  Democrat,  and  this  question  is  used  as  a  political 
engine  by  one  party  or  the  other.  Accordingly,  they  sometimes  shut  up  the  drinking 
places  for  three  or  six  months,  but  they  are  opened  again. 

9866.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  they  cannot  shut  them  up  except  by  a  determined 
effort :  Can  they  stop  the  sale  of  liquor  ? — They  do  sometimes  for  quite  awhile.  In 
Portland  last  year  it  was  very  difficult  to  get  it,  although  I  do  not  think  the  places  were 
absolutely  shut  up.  In  Portland  and  Bangor  they  run  as  openly  sometimes  as  they  do 
in  St.  John.  You  can  go  along  the  streets  of  Bangor  and  find  as  little  concealment  as 
r^ards  the  trade  as  you  find  in  St.  John,  and  you  can  go  into  the  hotels  at  Bangor  and 
you  will  find  them  mostly  open  and  no  concealment.  At  Penpbscot  it  has  not  been 
enforced,  except  spasmodically.  The  bars  were  as  open  there  as  in  St.  John,  and  it  was 
the  same  at  other  places. 

9867.  Then  the  law  is  practically  a  dead  letter  as  regards  the  towns  ? — I  should  say 
so.  I  have  been  in  almost  every  county  of  the  State,  and  I  have  lived  there  from  time 
to  time  in  four  different  counties  for  four  years  up  to  about  a  year  ago,  when  I  came 
home. 

9868.  Then  we  understand  that  your  experience  was  that  in  all  these  places  there 
was  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  liquor  ?— -I  never  found  the  slightest  difficulty. 

9869.  And  the  character  of  the  liquor  was  worse  than  the  illicit  stuff  sold  here  ? — 
A  great  deal  worse.     I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  they  do  not  keep  good  liquor  in  Maine. 

9870.  Do  they  keep  it  for  leading  politicians  ? — For  any  one  who  wants  to  buy  it. 

9871.  Then  you  can  buy  good  liquor  there  ? — Yes  ;  the  better  class  of  hotels  furnish 
it  to  people  with  money,  but  there  is  a  great  deal  that  is  sold  to  workingraen  and  men 
of  that  class  that  is  very  poor  indeed.  The  town  has  a  liquor  ageiicy,  and  if  a  person 
wants  a  dose  of  liquor  there  is  no  trouble  for  any  one  to  get  it,  but  what  he  gets  is  this 
very  cheap  stuff. 

9872.  I  suppose  the  better  hotels  keep  better  liquor,  and  it  is  gradually  graded 
down  to  the  low  dives? — The  town  pays  a  man  so  much  to  run  the  liquor  agency,  and 
he  has  to  keep  the  books,  and  the  town  gets  the  benefit  of  the  profits. 

9873.  That  is,  on  a  small  scale,  the  Gothenburg  system,  because  in  Gothenburg 
they  would  sell  very  good  liquors  of  every  kind,  but  it  appears  in  Maine  it  is  only 
money  they  are  after  ? — Yes. 

9874.  Do  you  think  they  make  as  much  money  out  of  it  as  under  the  license 
system  ] — Ldquor  is  supposed  to  be  sold  only  under  doctor's  prescriptions.  The  State  is 
supposed  to  be  under  prohibition,  and  is  not  supposed  to  be  under  free  sale. 
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9875.  But  is  not  the  sale  virtually  free? — Of  course  ray  figures  may  not  be 
accurate,  but  I  am  speaking  in  regard  to  statistics  merely  from  memory. 

9876.  You  have  had  an  opportunity  from  personal  observation  and  residence  in 
Maine  of  seeing  how  the  law  is  generally  operated  and  worked  ? — Yes ;  I  have  no  doubt 
in  Maine  the  United  States  authorities  enforce  thoroughly  their  part  of  the  business. 
There  are  two  authorities  in  the  liquor  business  in  the  United  States,  and  unless  a  per- 
son pays  his  fee  to  the  United  States  the  Marshal  at  Portland  will  soon  be  down  upon 
him.  But  the  State  does  not  appear  to  be  so  anxious  4o  enforce  the  law,  as  does  the 
United  States  Government  to  enforce  its  laws  in  regard  to  the  traffic. 

9877.  And-  the  people  themselves  are  responsible  for  the  existence  of  the  prohibi- 
tory law? — Yes. 

9878.  The  United  States  Marshal  enforces  the  law  as  a  matter  of  revenue  protec- 
tion, I  suppose  1 — Exactly. 

9879.  Do  you  think  if  the  Scott  Act  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  Dominion 
officials,  that  is,  in  the  hands  of  officials  appointed  by  the  Dominion  Grovemment,  it 
would  be  more  efficiently  enforced  than  it  is  by  spasmodic  efforts  made  from  time  to 
time  by  the  local  authorities  ? — I  think  not ;  I  think  you  have  to  get  the  iJentiment 
first  before  you  can  enforce  it. 

9880.  You  think  the  failure  of  enforcement  is  due  largely  to  the  lack  of  public 
sentiment  1 — T  do,  certainly ;  nobody  disputes  that. 

9881.  Have  you  had  experience  of  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  in  other  parts  of 
the  province  ? — No ;  I  have  lived  here  ever  since  it  was  passed  by  the  Dominion.  I 
have  been  through  the  provinces  where  it  was  supposed  to  be  in  force,  and  also  through 
Prince  Edward  Island. 

9882.  In  those  places  you  visited  in  those  provinces,  and  in  Prince  Edward  Island, 
where  the  law  was  supposed  to  be  in  force,  was  there  any  difficulty  in  obtaining  liquor? 
— Ko,  not  any. 

9883.  Would  you  have  thought  the  law  was  in  force,  unless  you  had  been  toldl— 
I  would. 

9884.  How  would  you  have  known  1 — Because  there  was  secrecy  about  selling. 

9885.  Had  the  law  a  restricting  influence  ? — No  doubt  it  had. 

9886.  But  it  fails  to  prohibit,  you  think  1 — I  think  so. 

9887.  Do  you  think  the  failure  to  prohibit  is  due  to  public  sentiment  failing  to  back 
up  and  support  the  measure  ? — Yes. 

9888.  Do  you  visit  Calais  ? — Not  a  great  deal  now.  I  wa«  employed  in  Calais  for 
16  years. 

9889.  Was  that  during  the  time  the  Maine  law  was  in  force  ? — Yes. 

9890.  Did  you  see  much  drinking  there  then  ? — Yes. 

9891.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  the  liquor  sold  in  Calais  was  taken  over 
from  New  Brunswick? — No,  I  do  not  think  anything  about  it. 

9892.  You  saw  people  drunk  there  ? — Yes. 

-9893.  Is  drunkenness  increasing  or  decreasing  in  Calais  ? — I  cannot  tell  you,  I  do 
not  know. 

9894.  Do  you  know  if  liquor  is  sold  in  Calais  1 — No,  I  have  not  been  there  much 
for  a  long  time. 

9895.  Was  it  an  unusual  thing  during  your  residence  in  Calais  to  see  drunken  peo- 
ple ?-  I  do  not  see  any  difference  between  Calais  and  St.  Stephen,  to  any  extent. 

9896.  Have  you  ever  seen  drunken  people  here  ? — Very  seldom  indeed. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod: 

9897.  You  say  the  Scott  Act  is  not  enforced  in  St.  Stephen.  Will  you  say  whyf— 
That  is  a  matter  of  opinion. 

9898.  What  is  your  view  of  it  ? — I  think  liquor  is  sold  here. 

9899.  Are  there  any  causes  that  interfere  with  the  enforcement  of  the  Act  1 — There 
is  no  cause  except  public  sentiment. 

9900.  I  think  I  understood  you  to  say  that  during  the  time  you  were  Mayor  you 
endeavoured  earnestly  to  enforce  the  law.  Can  you  say  why  your  endeavour  was  a 
failure  ? — For  the  same  reason,  I  suppose,  that  still  continues  to  a  certain  extent. 
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9901.  Was  it  simply  lack  of  public  sentiment  1 — I  think  so. 

9902.  Were  there  any  difficulties  in  the  courts  ? — There  were  then,  but  we  got  them 
pretty  well  removed. 

9903.  How  long  did  it  take  to  have  them  settled  ? — I  cannot  tell  you.  The  Police 
Committee  endeavoured  to  enforce  the  Act. 

9904.  Still,  as  Mayor  you  would  have  knowledge  of  what  was  going  on  ? — Yes. 

9905.  Do  you  know  whether  the  difficulties  before  the  courts  continued  for  years  ? 
— Yes,  my  recollection  is  that  they  did. 

9906.  Do  you  suppose  those  difficulties  interfered  with  the  enforcement  of  the  law 
somewhat  ? — They  appeared  to  prosecute  just  the  same. 

9907.  And  get  convictions  ? — And  get  convictions. 

9908.  Could  they  enforce  the  convictions  ? — I  do  not  know  of  any  that  were  not 
enforced. 

9909.  Were  they  enforced  immediately,  or  was  their  enforcement  delayed  sometimes 
months  or  years  1 — I  think  some  cases  are  now  dragging  on. 

9910.  So  the  difficulties  that  arise  are  yet  in  the  courts? — They  appear  to  be  in 
some  cases. 

9911.  Do  you  attribute  anything  of  the  lack  of  enforcement  to  the  fact  that  those 
difficulties  did  arise  in  the  courts  1 — I  think  about  1886  or  1887  most  of  the  trouble  was 
settled. 

9912.  You  have  said  there  are  still  cases  of  that  sort  ? — Yes,  but  these  cases  very 
seldom  occur.     They  ought  to  have  no  trouble  now. 

9913.  Did  public  sentiment  have  anything  to  do  with  those  difficulties  that  occurred 
in  the  courts,  of  appeals  from  convictions  ? — I  think  not.     I  do  not  know. 

9914-5.  So  the  non-enforcement  of  the  Act  is  not  entirely  attributable  to  lack  of 
public  sentiment  1 — It  is  very  largely  the  cause.     The  difficulties  have  now  disappeared. 

9916.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  some  of  the  difficulties  remained  ? — I  think  they 
were  pretty  well  removed  six  years  ago.     - 

9917.  Can  you  account  for  this,  that  after  severU  years  of  failure  to  enforce  the 
law,  the  people  of  St.  Stephen  and  the  people  of  Charlotte  County  revoted  confidence  in 
the  law,  by  increased  majorities  ? — I  can  account  for  it  quite  easily.  There  is  a  very 
large  temperance  sentiment  on  the  Islands,  and  the  people  there  vot«  almost  to  a  man 
in  favour  of  the  Act.  There  is  large  influence  used,  and  a  great  many  men  are  influenced 
not  by  what  they  think,  but  by  their  wives  and  children.  There  is  no  doubt  about  that. 
They  think  it  best  to  vote  for  the  Act ;  but  they  do  not  support  it,  although  they  openly 
say  they  voted  for  it.     We  have  had  a  majority  of  about  a  thousand  in  favour  of  it. 

9918.  You  have  spoken  about  the  Islands  :  in  how  many  plages  in  the  county  did 
the  petition  for  repeal  have  a  majority  ? — ^I  cannot  tell  you.  I  think  in  three  or  four 
places. 

9919.  How  was  it  in  St.  Stephen? — The  middle  ward  was  about  even,  and  the 
other  two  wards  were  for  the  enforcement  of  the  law. 

9920.  Then  St.  Stephen  gave  a  majority  in  favour  of  the  law  ? — Yes,  but  not  so 
large  as  the  Islands  gave,  for  they  gave  an  increased  majority. 

9921.  Does  the  fact  that  St.  Stephen  gave  a  majority  for  the  retention  of  the  Act 
indicate  public  sentiment  here  ? — It  does  not,  in  my  opinion. 

9922.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  people  who  vote  do  not  mean  what  they  say 
when  they  vote  ? — I  believe  a  great  many  people  who  voted  for  the  Scott  Act,  if  they 
thought  they  could  not  get  liquor,  would  not  have  voted  for  it. 

9923.  You  say  they  were  influenced  by  their  wives  and  children  ? — Yes.  It  is  a 
strange  thing  that  in  the  State  of  Maine  you  see  a  strong  prohibitionist  vote  given,  and 
yet  if  the  people  were  in  earnest,  they  would  do  more  than  they  do  to  enforce  the  Act. 

9924.  You  were  employed  in  Maine,  I  believe,  and  lived  there  ? — Yes. 

9925.  Were  there  any  particular  circumstances  that  seemed  to  cause  the  free  use 
of  bad  liquor  at  that  time  ?  Were  any  large  works  going  on  of  any  kind  that  brought 
in  a  class  of  men  w^hich  made  a  demand  for  inferior  grades  of  liquor  ? — A.  There  were 
none.  In  some  towns,  immense  quantities  of  very  poor  liquor  were  taken  in,  which 
were  intended  especially  for  the  workingmen. 
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9926.  You  spoke  about  town  agencies,  and  intimated  that  they  sold  to  everybody? 
— They  appear  to  do  so.  They  are  not  allowed  to  sell  except  on  prescriptions,  but  men 
never  find  any  diflficulty  in  getting  what  they  want. 

9927.  But  they  are  authorized  to  sell  only  on  prescriptions,  and  accordingly  the 
fault  really  lies  with  the  State  agents  1 — I  think  so. 

9928.  Is  any  attempt  made  to  bring  them  to  book  for  their  offences? — There  was 
not  any,  in  my  knowledge. 

9929.  Not  within  your  observation? — No. 

9930.  Do  you  find  it  difficult  to  enforce  the  revenue  law  in  regard  to  smuggling 
and  the  like  ? — No  ;  we  find  violations  of  it  occasionally. 

9931.  Does  the  enforcement  of  the  revenue  law  depend  on  public  sentiment!— 
Undoubtedly  it  does.     The  people  are  willing  that  the  law  should  be  enforced 

9932.  Would  you  attempt  to  enforce  the  laws  if  public  sentiment  was  not  in  favour 
of  them  ? — Certainly,  so  long  as  I  was  paid  for  it. 

9933.  Do  you  think  it  is  the  duty  of  the  officials  of  the  Dominion  to  enforce  the 
laws  of  the  country,  even  though  it  may  appear  that  public  sentiment  is  not  in  favour 
of  them  ? — I  do  not  know  whose  particular  duty  it  is  to  enforce  the  Scott  Act  The 
law  says  the  Internal  Revenue  Collector  shall  do  it,  but  he  never  does  it.  When  the 
Act  was  passed,  that  duty  certainly  devolved  on  the  Internal  Revenue  officer. 

9934.  Is  there  any  Inspector  in  Charlotte  County  ? — Yes. 

9935.  Does  he  attempt  to  enforce  the  law  ? — I  understand  he  does. 

9936.  With  any  success  ? — With  more  or  less  success. 

9937.  Suppose  there  were  a  prohibitory  law  on  this  side  of  the  line,  other  than  the 
Scott  Act,  a  law  that  prohibited  the  importation  and  manufacture,  as  well  as  the  sale  of 
alcoholic  liquors,  a  law  such  as  there  is  on  the  other  side  of  the  line,  what  would  be  the 
effect  ? — We  would  go  to  Quebec  and  get  what  liquor  we  wanted. 

9938.  You  think  the  people  would  be  bound  to  get  liquor  ? — Yes,  certainly. 

9939.  Even  if  there  was  a  prohibitory  law  for  the  whole  Dominion  1 — Then  you 
would  have  to  make  one  for  the  whole  world,  because  men  would  go  across  a  country 
for  it. 

9940.  Then  so  long  as  the  whole  world  is  not  under  a  prohibitory  law,  such  a  law 
in  any  part  of  the  world  would  be  a  failure  ? — Certainly. 

9941.  You  have  expressed  yourself  as  favourable  to  high  license,  and  I  think  you 
said  you  thought  the  trade  would  be  better  regulated.  Have  you  had  any  experience  of 
high  license  ? — Not  actually,  but  I  have  seen  its  operation  in  Ontario — in  Toronto. 

.994:2.  Have  you  had  any  experience  of  the  license  law  at  all  ? — Yes. 

9943.  Does  your  observation  lead  you  to  believe  that  it  regulates  the  trade  f— I 
would  rather  see  the  trade  in  the  hands  of  such  people  as  would  get  licenses  than  those 
who  are  in  the  trade  now  in  St.  Stephen. 

9944.  Do  you  think  any  injury  to  any  of  the  interests  of  the  community  arise  from 
the  drink  trade  ?  Do  you  think  any  injury  arises  to  the  business  community,  to  its  social 
life,  and  to  the  morals  of  the  community  from  the  drink  trade  ? — Undoubtedly  there  is 
some. 

9945.  Do  you  think  those  evils  would  be  lessened  by  the  establishment  of  the  trade 
under  license  ? — Yes,  they  would  be  reduced.  You  could  regulate  them*  better ;  because 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  people  who  sell  liquor  under  a  license  would  not  sell  it  to 
certain  parties  who  now  get  it ;  but  where  there  is  no  license,  they  do  not  dare  refuse  for 
fear  of  being  informed  against. 

9946.  Do  you  know  of  licensees  refusing  drink  when  they  were  authorized  to  seU? 
— It  is  so  long  ago,  I  could  not  tell. 

9947.  Have  you  any  knowledge  as  to  whether  there  was  any  illicit  sale  when  there 
was  a  licensed  sale  ? — I  have  no  doubt  there  was  some,  but  it  would  be  more  easily  and 
better  regulated,  and  you  could  control  it  then. 

9948.  Do  you  remember  if  there  was  more  or  less  illicit  sale  when  there  was  a 
licensed  sale  than  there  is  now? — !No. 

Henry  Graham. 
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9949.  Since,  however,  there  is  some  illicit  sale  where  there  is  a  licensed  system,  do 
you  think  the  license  system  does  not  quite  regulate  ? — It  is  the  same  way  as  it  is  with 
the  Customs.  I  have  no  doubt  there  is  some  smuggling  now,  but  we  try  to  restrain  it, 
and  it  would  be  no  argument  for  relaxing  our  efforts  because  there  is  still  some 
smuggling. 

9950.  Do  you  urge  that  because  there  is  illicit  sale  under  the  Scott  Act,  there  should 
be  a  relaxation  of  vigour  in  enforcing  the  Act  1 — No,  but  I  believe  in  a  different  way  of 
controlling  it.  I  believe  it  could  be  controlled  better  than  it  is.  You  cannot  make 
people  do  right  altogether,  but  you  can  induce  them  to  do  as  nearly  right  as  possible. 

9951.  Does  the  Scott  Act  make  them  do  right  in  any  degree  ? — As  it  puts  one  man 
out  of  the  business  and  places  another  man  in,  it  makes  no  difference. 

9952.  And  what  about  the  license  law  ?— Respectable  men  would  engage  in  the 
traffic  who  would  not  do  so  when  the  traffic  was  illicit  and  illegal. 

9953.  Do  you  think  the  drink  trade  should  have  the  same  chance  as  any  other 
trade  ?— I  do. 

9954.  Then  why  license  it  and  regulate  it  1 — Because  an  evil  which  is  admitted 
should  be  regulated. 

9955.  In  that  respect  it  differs  from  other  trades  ? — Yes. 

9956.  You  think  the  way  to  restnct  the  evil  and  lessen  the  evil  effects  of  the  trade 
is  to  license  it  ? — I  think  so.  I  want  you  to  understand  that  I  do  not  believe  if  the 
whole  thing  could  be  wiped  out  from  the  earth,  it  would  not  be  better ;  but  so  long  as  it 
is  with  us,  we  ought  to  do  the  best  we  can  with  it. 

9957.  Do  you  think  prohibition,  thoroughly  enforced,  is  desirable  ? — Just  exactly 
as  desik*able  as  to  keep  away  any  other  sin  we  commit,  or  anything  else  that  is  wrong. 
If  the  Almighty  could  wipe  it  away,  it  would  be  better  for  the  people  of  this  earth,  but 
He  has  not  thought  fit  to  do  so,  and  I  do  not  think  we  can  do  so  either. 

9958.  You  think  if  prohibition  could  be  thoroughly  enforced,  it  would  be  desirable? 
— No  doubt  it  would  be  better  for  the  earth. 

9959.  You  doubt  as  to  the  possibility  of  enforcing  it  ? — I  do,  certainly. 

9960.  Do  you  think  the  temperance  and  prohibition  sentiment  is  growing  in 
strength  ? — I  do  not.  I  think  it  is  about  as  high  here  as  I  have  seen  it,  and  there  has 
not  been  much  difference  during  the  years  I  have  been  a  resident  here. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

9961.  Have  you  any  doubt  as  to  the  enforcement  of  a  prohibitory  law  ? — I  do  not 
think  it  could  be  enforced,  unless  you  prevented  the  manufacture. 

9962.  There  is  a  prohibitory  law  in  Maine  ? — There  is. 

9963.  Which  prohibits  the  manufacture,  importation  and  sale  in  that  State,  except 
under  these  special  provisions  ?^Yes  ;  and  a  man  cannot  import  a  bottle  from  outside, 
as  I  understand. 

9964.  And  yet  it  does  not  prohibit  there  1 — No. 

9965.  Do  you  prefer  a  license  law,  because  you  can  regulate  the  trade  1 — That  is 
my  opinion. 

9966.  The  bars  are  open  only  at  certain  hours  ? — I  like  the  system  in  Toronto. 
We  have  a  splendid  license  law  in  New  Brunswick. 

9967.  But  under  this  system  the  illicit  places  are  open  all  the  time  ? — Yes,  we 
understand  they  are. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

9968.  Do  you  say  there  are  no  infractions  of  the  license  law? — I  believe  there  are 
infractions  of  the  license  law  or  would  be,  as  there  would  be  of  a  Custom  law. 

9969.  Have  you  lived  under  a  license  law  i — Here. 

9970.  Wereinfractions  charged  against  people ? — I  do  not  know  of  any,  but  I  be- 
lieve there  would  be. 

9971.  You  have  spoken  of  there  being  a  universal  sentiment  against  stealing,  a 
strong  sentiment  against  smuggling,  so  that  the  law  can  be  enforced ;  but  such  a 
divided  feeling  in  regard  to  the  Scott  Act  that  it  cannot  be  enforced  ? — Yes. 
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9972.  Is  there  any  feeling  in  the  community  in  favour  of  prohibiting  iUicit  sale 
under  a  license  law  ? — I  should  say  the  sentiment  of  the  community  would  not  be  in 
favour  of  illicit  sale  under  a  license  law. 

9973.  Then  there  is  a  different  sentiment  regarding  enforcing  the  Scott  Act  and 
punishing  infractions  of  a  license  law  ? — Yes. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

9974.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  public  feeling  is  against  illicit  sale  when  the  trade 
is  licensed,  but  that  there  is  none  when  the  sale  is  prohibited  ? — The  public  would  be 
reaping  benefit  by  prohibiting  illicit  sale  under  license.  When  you  touch  a  man's  pocket 
you  touch  him,  and  he  would  be  interested  in  seeing  the  law  observed. 

9975.  Do  you  think  people  regard  illicit  sale  when  there  is  a  license  as  worse  than 
illicit  sale  when  the  sale  is  altogether  prohibited  ? — Certainly. 

9976.  And  that  is  because  they  are  getting  a  profit  ? — Which  they  have  a  right  to 
have. 

9977.  You  believe  the  people  made  money  out  of  licensing  the  trade? — I  think  we 
would  be  better  off  by  $15,000  or  $20,000  under  a  license  law  than  under  the  Scott  Act 

9978.  Do  you  think  that  in  the  event  of  prohibition,  even  though  violated,  enough 
liquor  could  be  smuggled  to  establish  a  large  and  remunerative  trade  1 — Yes,  I  do,  judg- 
ing from  the  State  of  Maine. 

9979.  If  the  revenue  laws  were  enforced,  as  you  enforce  them,  would  that  be  the 
case  ? — I  know  of  liquor  going  into  Lewiston  and  Waterville  in  Maine  by  the  car  load. 
It  has  been  known  that  it  has  gone  in  in  such  quantities  that  a  whole  car  load  has  been 
seized  there. 

9980.  Do  you  know  whether  more  effort  was  made  where  a  license  law  prevailed  to 
prevent  illicit  sale  than  has  been  made  in  Scott  Act  counties  to  prevent  illicit  sale  I— I 
do  not  know.  At  the  time  we  had  a  license  law  it  was  not  talked  about  or  thought 
about,  and  people  did  not  observe  the  results  as  much  as  they  do  under  the  Scott  Act 

9981.  Was  any  effort  made  under  the  license  law  to  prevent  illicit  sale  ? — I  do  not 
know.     I  was  not  engaged  in  it. 

9982.  If  there  had  been  an  earnest  effort  to  prevent  illicit  sale,  you  would  have 
observed  it  ? — I  never  said  there  was  illicit  sale. 

.  9983.  You  think  there  would  be  ? — I  think  the  law  would  likely  be  evaded. 

9984.  Do  you  think  there  was  any  illicit  sale  ? — I  do  not  know.  It  is  only  what  I 
imagine  as  to  what  would  take  place. 

9985.  Then  you  have  no  knowledge  of  any  effort  to  prevent  illicit  sale  ? — No. 

9986.  But  you  know  there  has  been  that  effort  under  the  Scott  Act  % — Yes. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

9987.  All  the  liquor  sold  in  this  town  now  is  illicitly  sold,  except  that  sold  for 
medicinal  and  other  similar  purposes  ? — Of  course. 

9988.  Is  there  such  a  temptation  to  sell  illicitly  when  there  is  a  proper  Hcense  law 
in  existence  ? — I  should  think  not. 

9989.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  the  Scott  Act  in  this  county  was  carried  by  a 
thousand  majority  ? — I  think  so. 

9990.  And  notwithstanding  that  majority,  the  efforts  made  to  enforce  the  law  are 
spasmodic.  If  the  people  are  really  in  earnest,  would  they  not  enforce  the  law  t— If 
the  sentiment  of  the  whole  community  was  in  favour  of  its  enforcement,  it  would  be 
enforced. 

9991.  Do  any  liquors  come  in  in  bond? — Not  any. 

By  Mr.  Gigaidt  : 

9992.  Do  any  liquors  pass  through  your  office  now  ? — Very  seldom. 
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JAMEIS  VROOM,  of  St.  Stephen,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

9993.  What  is  your  calling  or  occupation  1 — I  am  manager  of  the  Ste.  Croix  Printing 
and  Publishing  Company. 

9994.  Do  you  hold  any  official  position  ? — I  am  Town  Clerk. 

9995.  How  long  have  you  been  Town  Clerk  ? — Four  years,  or  nearly  five. 

9996.  Are  you  Clerk  of  the  Police  Court  ?— No. 

999Y.  Who  acts  as  Clerk  of  the  Police  Court  ? — The  Police  Magistrate  is  his  own 
secretary. 

9998.  Are  any  of  the  records  filed  with  you  ? — No,  except  the  monthly  report  of 
the  Magistrate  of  the  cases  tried. 

9999.  Have  you  any  of  these  reports  with  you  ? — No. 

10000.  Are  they  printed  from  year  to  year  1 — They  only  contain  statements  of  the 
monthly  sum  received  for  fines,  and  the  amounts ;  they  are  not  distinguished  as  coming 
from  different  sources. 

10001.  Have  you  anything  to  do  with  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act? — Nothing 
whatever. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod  : 

10002.  Do  you  know  as  Town  Clerk  anything  about  attempts  made  to  enforce  it  ? — 
I  know  the  Council  from  time  to  time  has  passed  orders  to  have  the  Scott  Act  enforced. 

10003.  Have  those  orders  been  obeyed  ? — They  have  sometimes,  as  far  as  the  officers 
were  able  to  do  it. 

10004.  How  has  the  Act  been  enforced  1 — At  times  it  has  been  admost  impossible 
for  a  stranger  to  obtain  liquor  in  town. 

10005.  At  other  times  ? — It  has  been  very  easy. 

10006.  What  has  made  it  difficult  at  some  times  and  easy  at  others  ? — The  earnest- 
n^s  of  the  attempt  to  enforce  the  law. 

10007.  On  the  part  of  the  officials  or  of  the  public  ? — The  officials. 

10008.  Did  the  earnestness  of  the  officials  depend  at  all  upon  public  sentiment  1 — I 
am  not  prepared  to  say  it  did,  for  I  have  not  noticed  any  variation  in  public  sentiment. 

10008a.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  public  sentiment  in  St.  Stephen  ? — That  it  is 
strongly  in  favour  of  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act. 

10009.  That  the  people  are  not  displeased  when  it  is  enforced? — That  they  are 
pleased  when  it  is  enforced. 

10010.  And  how  do  they  feel  when  it  is  not  enforced  ? — I  think  they  feel  that  the 
officials  are  not  doing  their  duty. 

10011.  Can  you  say  what  has  been  the  effect  from  first  to  last  of  the  Scott  Act 
upon  the  community,  I  mean  considering  the  times  when  it  has  been  well  enforced  and 
the  times  when  it  has  not  been  well  enforced  ? — I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  it  has 
been  either  good  or  bad.  I  cannot  judge  of  any  effect  upon  the  community  of  the 
enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act. 

10012.  Has  it  lessened  the  drink  sale? — I  have  strong  reason  to  believe  it  has. 

1001 3.  Has  it  lessened  drunkenness  ? — I  think  it  has. 

10014.  Has  it  had  any  effect  upon  the  moral  tone  of  the  community? — I  am  not 
prepared  to  say. 

10015.  Has  the  moral  tone  been  lowered  by  reason  of  the  violations  of  the  Act  ? — 
I  do  not  think  it  has. 

10016.  Has  it  had  any  effect  upon  the  business  of  the  community,  has  business  been 
better  or  worse  ? — I  do  not  think  it  has  affected  business. 

10017.  Has  it  injured  it  ? — Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

10018.  Has  it  benefited  business? — It  may  have  done  so,  by  enabling  men  who 
would  be  inclined  to  drink  to  attend  to  their  work. 

1001 9.  Have  you  to  do  with  the  men  in  the  employment  of  your  company  ? — I  have. 

10020.  Do  you  employ  and  pay  them  ? — Yes. 

10021.  Are  you  able  to  form  an  opinion  of  the  effect  of  the  drink  trade  and  the 
drink  habit  upon  those  men  ? — Since  my  connection  with  the  company  we  have  had  no 
men  under  our  employ  who  were  addicted  to  drink. 
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10022.  How  is  that  ? — It  is  owing  to  the  selection  of  the  men. 

10023.  Do  you  object  to  drinking  men  ? — Strongly. 

10024.  Why  ? — Because  we  cannot  depend  upon  them  when  they  are  wanted  to  do 
their  work. 

10025.  Do  you  think  the  law  has  had  any  effect  in  lessening  the  opportxmities  of 
men  to  drink,  who  would  otherwise  drink,  more  or  less? — It  has  undoubtedly  had 
some  effect. 

10026.  In  that, do  you  think  it  has  been  beneficial] — I  do. 

10027.  Do  you  think  the  same  state  of  things  prevails  with  reference  to  employees 
in  other  establishments  1 — I  do. 

10028.  What  are  your  views  as  to  the  weak  points  of  the  Canada  Temperance  Acti 
— I  think  the  one  weak  point  in.  it  is,  that  there  is  not  a  Doniinion  official  whose  busi- 
ness it  is  to  enforce  it,  for  although  it  is  a  Dominion  law  its  enforcement  is  left  to  local 
authorities. 

10029.  Do  you  regard  the  fact  that  the  people  of  St.. Stephen,  by  a  large  majority, 
a  few  months  ago  re-declared  their  desire  to  have  the  Scott  Act,  as  an  indication  of  the 
people's  approval  of  the  law,  despite  the  difficulties  of  enforcement? — I  regard  it 
a&  an  indication  that  the  people  approve  of  some  law  for  the  abolition  of  the  liquor 
trade. 

10030.  Why  did  they  approve  of  the  Scott  Act  1 — Because  it  was  the  only  available 
law  for  the  prohibition  of  the  trade. 

10031.  Do  you  think  that  the  feeling  for  a  general  prohibitory  law  would  be 
stronger  than  that  for  the  Scott  Act  1 — I  do. 

10032.  Do  you  think  a  general  prohibitory  law,  prohibiting  the  importation  and 
manufapture  as  well  as  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor,  would  be  more  easily  worked 
than  the  Scott  Act  1 — I  think  that  would  depend  entirely  upon  the  machinery  for  enforc- 
ing it. 

10033.  Supposing  officials,  such  as  are  appointed  under  the  revenue  law,  were 
appointed,  would  it  be  more  easily  enforced  than  the  Scott  Act  ? — More  easily  enforced, 
because  there  would  be  no  neighbouring  community  having  the  free  sale  of  Hquor. 

10034.  Do  you  know  anything  of  Calais  ? — I  have  lived  in  proximity  to  it  for  a  time, 
and  I  have  lived  there  for  a  time. 

10035.  Is  there  any  sale  there? — There  is  a  sale  I  understand,  but  not  much. 

10036.  Is  it  secret  or  open  ? — It  is  secret. 

10037.  Do  you  think  the  sale  is  so  general  as  to  declare  a  failure  of  the  prohibitoiy 
law  of  the  State  of  Maine  ? — No. 

10038.  Do  you  think  the  proximity  of  Calais  to  St.  Stephen  makes  it  easier  to  sell 
liquor  in  Calais  ? — No,  I  think  otherwise. 

10039.  Do  you  think  the  proximity  of  Calais  to  St.  Stephen  makes  more  easy  the 
sale  of  liquor  in  St.  Stephen? — I  know  that  to  be  the  case. 

10040.  Do  you  think  if  there  were  a  prohibitory  law  in  Canada  of  the  character  ci 
the  prohibitory  law  in  the  State  of  Maine,  there  would  be  as  much  illicit  sale  in  either 
place  as  there  is  now  ? — I  am  not  prepared  to  answer  that  question. 

10041.  Do  you  remember  St.  Stephen  under  license? — I  do. 

10042.  From  your  knowledge  of  St.  Stephen  under  license  and  St.  Stephen  under 
the  Scott  Act,  do  you  think  liquor  is  as  freely  sold  under  the  Scott  Act  as  it  was  under 
license  ? — No,  it  is  not. 

10043.  Do  you  know  whether  there  was  any  illicit  sale  when  a  license  system  pre- 
vailed here  ? — I  do  know  that  there  was. 

10044.  Was  it  extensive? — Not  as  extensive  as  the  illicit  sale  now,  but  generally 
illicit  sale  was  going  on. 

10045.  Was  any  attempt  made  to  interfere  with  it? — Occasionally  some  one  was 
fined  for  illicit  pale. 

10046.  Was  the  action  taken  by  the  town  authorities  or  the  licensees  ? — I  think  by 
the  town  authorities. 

10047.  Do  you  know  of  any  cases  where  the  licensees  interfered  with  the  illicit 
sellers  ? — I  do  not. 

James  Vroom. 
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10048.  Do  you  know  of  any  cases  where  the  licensees  supplied  the  illicit  sellers  ? — 
I  have' no  knowledge,  but  I,  believe  they  were  in  the  habit  of  supplying  the  illicit  sellers, 
and  therefore  were  interested  in  their  business. 

10049.  Comparing  the  condition  of  the  town  as  to  business,  moral  tone,  social  life, 
under  license,  and  the  town  under  the  Scott  Act,  is  there  any  difference  in  the  condi- 
tions of  the  town  as  to  those  things,  and  if  any  difference,  what  is  it  ? — The  town  is 
better  to-day  than  it  was  under  the  license  system,  but  I  would  not  say  it  is  wholly  due 
to  the  Scott  Act. 

10D50.  Is  it  partly  due  to  it  ? — I  think  so,  partially. 

10051.  Do  you  think  the  prohibition  of  the  trade  helps  the  moral  and  religious 
efforts  to  improve  the  town  ? — I  do. 

10052.  All  things  considered,  are  you  of  the  opinion  that  St.  Stephen  under  the 
Scott  Act,  is  improved  over  St.  Stephen  under  license  ?^ — I  think  St.  Stephen  is  better, 
but  I  am  not  sure  that  the  Scott  Act  is  the  cause  of  its  being  better. 

10053.  Has  the  Scott  Act  contributed  at  all  towards  that  result  ? — T  am  not  pre- 
pared to  say  it  has. 

10054.  Has  the  Scott  Act  interfered  with  the  improvement  of  St.  Stephen  ? — I 
should  think  not. 

10055.  If  a  license  system  had  continued,  do  you  suppose  improvement  in  the  same 
d^pree  would  have  gone  on  1 — I  cannot  say  as  to  that. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

10056.  Do  you  think  the  eflfect  of  the  religious  teaching  and  moral  influences  would 
have  been  less  in  St.  Stephen  than  they  are  under  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  am  not  prepared 
to  say. 

10057.  Do  you  think  the  effects  of  these  influences  would  have  been  less  under  a 
license  law  than  under  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  do  not  see  any  grounds  upon  which  I  could 
form  an  opinion. 

10058.  How  do  you  form  an  opinion  as  to  the  impotence  of  those  efforts  under  the 
Scott  Act  ? — I  do  not  think  I  have  expressed  an  opinion  upon  that. 

10059.  In  what  way  have  the  improvements  been  manifested  since  the  Scott  Act 
became  law  ? — There  are  more  organizations  for  moral  and  social  reform  than  there  were 
before  that  time,  and  they  seem  to  be  carried  on  more  harmoniously  and  more  enthusi- 
astically. There  are  more  church  buildings  than  there  were  at  that  time,  and  I  think 
that  Sunday  schools  and  church  organization  are  prosperous.  There  is  more  business 
going  on.     I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  part  of  that  is  due  to  the  Scott  Act. 

10060.  Has  the  population  increased  ? — It  has  somewhat. 

10061.  Does  that  necessarily  cause  increased  business  and  increased  Sunday  school 
and  church  attendance  ? — It  does,  unless  we  are  putting  the  cause  for  the  effect. 

10062.  Has  the  adoption  of  the  Scott  Act  increased  the  population  in  any  way  ? — 
I  am  not  prepared  to  say  it  has. 

10063.  What  do  you  think  is  the  effect  on  the  morals  of  the  community  of  having 
a  law  on  the  statute-book  which  is  continuously  violated  1 — I  think  the  effect  is  bad. 

10064.  Do  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  of  cases  where  licensed  dealers,  who 
paid  a  sum  of  money  for  the  privilege  of  vending  liquor,  would  sell  or  give  to  unlicensed 
people  who  paid  nothing  for  the  privilege,  liquor  to  sell  ? — That  depends  on  what  I 
should  regard  as  being  within  my  own  knowledge.  It  was  a  matter  of  common  report 
in  town  years  ago  that  there  were  certain  unlicensed  vendors  in  the  town  who  obtained 
their  liquors  from  the  licensed  vendors  here.     I  know  nothing  of  my  own  knowledge. 

10065.  Do  you  mean  the  retailers  1 — Yes. 

10066.  Not  the  wholesale  dealers? — Not  wholesalers  ;  I  am  speaking  from  recol- 
lection of  what  occurred  many  years  ago  under  the  license  law. 

10067.  Were  there  any  cases  in  court  that  brought  this  evidence  out  ? — Not  that 
I  remember. 

10068.  You  said  that  at  times  it  was  impossible  for  a  stranger  to  obtain  a  drink  ? 


10069.  Was  it  impossible  during  those  times  for  a  resident  to  obtain  a  drink  ?- 
A  respectable  resident,  I  think,  would  have  found  it  impossible. 
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10070.  Why? — Becaiise  the  people  were  afraid  to  sell  openly,  and  would  only  sell 
to  those  to  whom  it  was  safe  to  sell. 

10071.  And  it  was  not  safe  to  sell  to  a  respectable  resident  ? — No. 

10072.  Is  there  an  Inspector  now  employed? — There  is. 

10073.  Who  is  he  ?— The  Town  Marshal. 

10074.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  he  does  not  do  his  duty  to  the  best  d  his 
ability  1 — He  does  his  duty  to  the  best  of  his  ability. 

10075.  Are  the  efforts  to  enforce  the  law  less  vigorous  than  they  were  when  Mr. 
Graham  was  Mayor  ? — I  do  not  think  they  are  less  vigorous,  but  I  do  not  think  there 
is  any  difference. 

10076.  Did  you  hear  what  he  said  as  to  the  efforts  he  put  forth  and  those  with 
him  in  the  Council  ? — I  did. 

10077.  Do  you  recollect  the  answers  he  gave  as  to  the  possibility  of  prohibidng 
under  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  do. 

10078.  Do  you  agree  with  those  answers? — I  do  not. 

10079.  Do  you  think  the  Scott  Act  can  be  enforced  ? — I  think  it  can  be,  and  has 
been  at  times  enforced  here,  and  much  better  than  the  revenue  laws. 

10080.  When  there  is  a  laxity  or  lethargy  in  enforcing  the  law,  to  what  do  you 
attribute  it  ? — I  do  not  know  that  I  have  ever  traced  it  to  a  source,  but  I  should  sup- 
pose that  it  is  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  one  cannot  enforce  any  law  of  that  kind 
without  making  enemies. 

10081.  A  law  of  what  kind  ? — Laws  against  smuggled  goods  or  the  sale  of  liquor, 
and  I  think  the  unwillingness  of  men  to  make  enemies  is  the  main  reason. 

10082.  The  officers  of  the  law  make  enemies  every  day  by  the  enforcement  of  the 
law  gainst  theft  and  other  things.  That  ought  not  to  make  them  afraid  to  enforce 
the  law.  Do  people  in  this  community  regard  it  as  an  offence  similar  to  stealing  to 
take  a  glass  of  liquor  ? — No. 

10083.  Was  there  a  very  large  vote  polled  on  the  question  of  bringing  the  Scott 
Act  into  force  ? — I  cannot  say  the  proportion,-  but  the  majority  was  greater  than  on 
any  question  ever  before  the  county. 

10084.  When  was  the  last  vote  taken? — About  a  year  ago. 

10085.  With  such  an  immense  majority  in  favour  of  the  Act,,  would  there  be  any 
difficulty  in  enforcing  it  ? — No,  but  the  majority  in  this  town  was  light. 

10086.  Do  you  think  any  of  those  voted  for  the  Act,  knowing  that  it  would  not 
debar  them  from  obtaining  liquor  ? — I  should  think  not. 

10087.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  quantity  of  liquor  that  comes  in  for  the  use 
of  families  ? — I  do  not. 

10088.  Do  you  know  if  the  quantity  of  liquor  consumed  has  been  decreased?— 
Sometimes  there  has  been  apparently  a  decrease,  judging  by  the  number  of  drunken 
men  on  the  streets,  and  the  convictions  for  drunkenness. 

10089.  Have  those  steadily  declined? — Not  steadily,  because  sometimes  the  Act 
has  not  been  enforced. 

10090.  Could  we  get  the  figures  as  to  that? — I  think  the  Police  Magistrate  has  the 
records. 

10091.  Showing  how  the  Scott  Act  has  affected  drunkenness  in  the  town? — No,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  show  that,  because  the  town  records  were  destroyed  by  fire  just 
before  the  introduction  of  the  Scott  Act. 

10092.  Did  you  say  that  the  proximity  of  Calais  to  this  place  made  it  more  easy  to 
obtain  liquor  ? — It  rendered  the  illicit  sale  of  liquor  in  St.  Stephen  more  easy,  for  this 
reason:  The  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act  here  depends  largely  upon  getting  the 
evidence  of  men  who  have  obtained  liquor,  and  there  are  a  number  of  places  suspected 
and  often  proved  to  be  places  for  the  sale  of  liquor.  Their  customers  who  come  from 
Calais,  enter  these  places  and  escape  again  to  Calais,  without  falling  into  the  hands  of 
our  officers. 

10093.  Do  they  drink  to  excess  frequently  ? — Many  people  do. 

10094.  Are  they  arrested  in  Calais,  for  drunkenness  ? — They  are,  often, 

10095.  Is  it  necessary  for  people  to  come  over  from  Calais  to  get  liquor? — I  do  not 
think  it  is. 

James  Vroom. 
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10096.  Is  it  sold  there  ? — Yes ;  people  have  been  known  to  carry  it  from  here  over 
there  and  have  been  arrested  for  doing  it. 

10097.  Do  you  know  there  are  places  there  where  it  is  sold  ? — I  do  not. 

10098.  Do  you  know  there  are  not? — I  think  there  are. 

10099.  You  think  if  Dominion  officers  were  appointed,  the  Scott  Act  could  be 
more  efficiently  enforced  ? — Yes. 

10100.  Could  you  make  any  other  suggestion  that  would  make  the  Act  more  easily 
worked  1 — I  do  not  know  that  I  could. 

10101.  You  think  that  taking  the  enforcement  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Town 
Marshals  and  putting  it  into  the  hands  of  Dominion  officials  would  result  beneficially  ? — 
That  would  be  my  opinion. 

By  Mr,  Gigault  : 

10102.  How  many  temperance  societies  have  you  ? — There  are  two  of  men  and  one 
of  women :  the  Sons  of  Temperance,  the  Independent  Order  of  Good  Templars  and  the 
Women's  Christian  Temperance  Union. 

10103.  Can  you  give  me  the  amount  of  fines  collected  by  the  town  1 — ^Not  at  present ; 
I  have  not  got  it  with  me. 

10104.  Could  you  give  that  amount  for  a  few  years  past? — I  think  the  Police 
Magistrate  has  such  a  statement,  which  could  be  got  for  the  Commission. 

10105.  But  he  placed  in  your  hands  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  fines  ? — For  all  pur- 
poses. He  files  with  me,  as  Town  Clerk,  once  a  month,  a  statement  of  all  the  moneys  he 
pays  into  the  hands  of  the  Town  Treasurer,  whether  received  from  fines  or  other  sources. 

10106.  And  there  is  not  a  distinction  made  between  the  fines  from  the  Scott  Act 
and  other  sources  1 — There  is  a  distinction  in  his  report,  but  it  has  not  been  tabulated. 


DANIEL  CRILLEY,  of  St.  Stephen,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : — 
By  Judge  McDonald  : 

10107.  What  is  your  calling  or  occupation  ? — I  act  as  Police  Magistrate  and  Com- 
missioner of  the  parish  of  St.  Stephen  Circuit  Court. 

10108.  How  long  have  you  been  Police  Magistrate? — It  was  in  1886  I  was 
gazetted. 

10109.  By  the  Provincial  Government? — Yes. 

10110.  And  you  have  continued  in  office  since  ? — Yes. 

10111.  Is  it  your  duty  to  t^ry  infractions  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — Yes ;  either  as  Police 
Magistrate  or  Commissioner  of  the  parish  court ;  but  it  is  chiefly  as  Police  Magistrate. 

1011 2.  As  Commissioner  of  the  parish  court,  from  what  authority  did  you  get  your 
appointment  ? — From  the  Local  Government. 

101 13.  And  you  have  had  that  for  the  same  length  of  time  ? — I  had  that  earlier. 

10114.  How  long  ?— I  think  it  was  in  1883. 

10115.  You  act  as  secretary  of  your  own  court  ? — Yes. 

10116.  Do  you  keep  records? — I  do. 

10117.  Do  you  keep  records  which  will  show  the  proportion  of  cases  tried  before 
you  for  drunkenness  ? — Yes. 

101 18.  And  for  infractions  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — Yes. 

101 19.  Have  you  got  them  here  ? — I  can  give  for  every  month  since  March,  1886, 
the  number  that  were  convicted  before  me  as  Police  Magistrate,  and  also  the  number 
convicted  for  drunkenness. 

10120.  Do  you  make  any  distinction  between  drunk,  and  drunk  and  disorderly, 
and  drunk  and  incapable  ? — No,  I  have  no  law  for  more  than  the  one  offence. 

10121.  In  Nova  Scotia  they  seem  to  make  a  distinction  between  drunk  and  dis- 
orderly, and  drunk,  and  drunk  and  incapable  ? — They  do.     They  can  try  them  for  being 
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drunk  and  put  them  on  trial  again  for  resisting  or  for  being  disorderly,  but  we  cannot 
make  a  distinction  in  that  way. 

10122.  Will  you  give  the  total  number  arrested  for  drunkenness? — From  Marcl| 
1886,  to  the  end  of  the  year,  162  were  convicted.  From  the  time  at  my  disposal  I  have 
taken  these  figures  out  with  the  greatest  care,  still  I  do  not  swear  to  one  or  two  of  a 
difference,  but  the  statement  is  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

10123.  How  many  of  these  were  for  drunkenness? — 125;  the  others  were  for 
offences  such  as  loitering  on  the  street,  and  perhaps  causing  a  little  disturbance,  and 
immoderate  driving  on  the  street.  In  1887  there  were  93  convicted  in  the  whole  year, 
78  being  for  drunkenness;  in  1888  the  total  convictions  were  112,  104  being  for  drunk- 
enness ;  in  1889  the  number  convicted  was  103,  and  82  were  for  drunkenness  ;  in  1890  the 
total  number  convicted  was  128,  and  for  drunkenness  112  ;  in  1891  the  total  number 
convicted  was  126,  and  for  drunkenness  100.  I  took  these  out  in  view  of  the  questions  I 
thought  would  be  asked. 

10124.  What  questions  do  you  refer  to  which  you  thought  you  would  be  asked?— 
The  questions  I  saw  in  the  printed  form. 

10125.  Have  you  got  the  printed  form  with  you  ? — No ;  and  I  am  not  prepared  to 
answer  all  of  them,  for  I  have  not  had  the  time. 

Bi/  Mr.  Clarke : 

10126.  Will  you  file  that  printed  list  of  questions  with  the  Secretary  ? — Yes  ;  I  got 
it  from  a  frieiid. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

10127.  Does  that  list  show  how  many  infractions  of  the  Scott  Act  have  been  tried 
before  you  in  each  of  those  years  ? — It  shows  the  number  of  convictions,  but  not  all 
the  informations  laid  before  me. 

10128.  There  were  not  convictions  in  every  case  ? — They  were  not. 

10129.  For  want  of  evidence ? — Yes;  in  a  few  cases,  and  there  were  other  cases 
where  the  service  of  the  warrant  or  summons  could  not  be  effected  on  the  defendants. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod: 

10130.  Your  observation  brings  you  into  direct  contact  with  offenders  against  law! 
—Yes. 

10131.  How  many  of  the  other  offences  that  have  been  before  you,  other  than  those 
of  drunkenness,  have  been  connected  with  drink  or  possibly  traceable  to  drink  ?— I 
could  not  tell  you  the  number. 

10132.  Have  you  an  idea  that  any  considerable  proportion  of  them  would  be?— 
There  might  be  probably  5  per  cent.  I  think  in  cases  of  immoderate  driving  there 
were  a  few,  but  not  many ;  not  more  than  5  per  cent  that  could  be  traceable  to 
drinking. 

10133.  Is  it  possible  for  you  to  give  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  fines  collected  in 
your  court? — Yes. 

10134.  Will  your  records  also  show  the  proportion  of  those  fines  that  were  for 
drunkenness  and  for  offences  traceable  to  drink  ?— Yes ;  the  records  give  the  fines  for 
immoderate  driving  or  drunkenness,  and  the  fines  are  carried  out  with  each  name. 

10135.  Do  you  make  a  return  to  the  Town  Clerk  in  detail  ? — Yes. 

10136.  Each  case  is  set  forth? — Yes,  I  set  out  the  offence,  the  penalty  and  the 
costs. 

10137.  What  is  your  rule  in  dealing  with  those  who  are  drunk  and  not  disorderfv; 
do  you  caution  them  and  send  them  home  ? — No,  I  generally  impose  the  lowest  fine,  if 
it  is  a  first  offence ;  and  in  case  they  have  not  the  amount  to  pay  the  fine,  sometimes  we 
let  it  hang  over  them,  and  sometimes  let  them  go.  That  is  where  it  is  a  first  offence, 
and  the  person  has  been  civil  in  other  respects. 

10138.  In  regard  to  offenders  under  16  years  of  age  ? — There  are  very  few. 

10139.  Are  you  able  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  how  much  juvenile  crime  could  be 
traced  to  drink  ? — No. 

Daniel  Crilley. 
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10140.  To  drinklDg  either  of  their  parents  or  others? — I  am  not  able  to  form  an 
opinion. 

10141.  Have  you  cases  of  cruelty  to  wife  and  children  by  the  father? — Not 
many  against  women  ;  we  have  had  three  or  four  of  them.  In  regard  to  children,  we 
have  had  some  complaints,  but  we  have  had  no  convictions  in  regard  to  any  children, 
except  for  the  graver  offences. 

10142.  Have  you  any  cases  of  offences  against  women  and  children  by  fathers,  bro- 
thers or  others  ? — I  do  not  know  that  I  have  against  women. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

10143.  Here  is  a  rough  statement  you  have  prepared? — Yes.  It  might  differ  a 
little  from  the  returns  made. 

10144.  For  1886,  according  to  this  statement,  the  total  convictions  made  by  you 
numbered  162. — Yes. 

10145.  And  of  those  the  total  for  drunkenness  was  125? — It  seems  so. 

10146.  For  1887  the  total  was  93,  and  of  that  number  78  were  for  drunkenness  ? — 
Yes. 

10147.  In  1888  the  total  convictions  were  112,  and  of  these  104  were  for  drunken- 
ness ? — Yes.  ' 

10148.  In  1889  the  total  offences  were  103,  of  which  82  were  for  drunkenness.  In 
1890  the  total  offences  were  126,  of  which  113  were  for  drunkenness  ;  in  1891  the  total 
number  of  offences  was  126,  of  which  100  were  for  drunkenness;  and  up  to  1st 
August,  1892,  the  total  number  of  cases  was  41,  of  which  33  were  for  drunkenness.  Is 
that  correct  ? — It  seems  to  be. 

10149.  In  other  words,  the  total  number  of  convictions  obtained  by  you  since 
March,  1886,  up  to  Ist  August  this  year,  numbered  763,  of  which  634  have  been  for 
<ininkenness  ? — It  seems  so. 

10150.  Could  you  give  the  Commission  a  statement  showing  the  number  of  people 
who  have  been  brought  before  you  during  that  time  for  violations  of  the  Scott  Act,  and 
what  disposal  was  mode  of  the  cades  ? — Yes.  I  can  give  all  that  were  committed,  but  a 
few  of  the  convictions  were  not  ratified.     I  will  give  you  the  number  of  convictions. 

10151.  Will  you  state  the  convictions  under  the  Scott  Act  from  March,  1880? — 
The  number  is  203,  up  to  1st  August,  inclusive. 

10152.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  operation  of  the  law  in  the  State  of 
Maine  ? — I  recollect  the  time  the  law  came  into  force  there,  and  I  have  been  there  often 
since.  I  always  considered  that  the  State  of  Maine,  at  all  events  so  far  as  Calais  is 
^joncerned,  to  be  a  sober  community,  but  I  do  not  know  now.  Lately  I  have  heard 
there  have  been  as  many  arrests  there  as  here,  or  even  somewhat  more  j  but  I  do  not 
kno\c  whether  these  arrests  have  been  altogether  for  drunkenness  or  not. 

10153.  Have  you  had  any  experience  in  the  State  ;?enerally  ? — No;  I  have  only 
jnade  my  statements  from  hearsay. 

10154.  You  do  not  know  anything  about  it  yourself? — No. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod: 

10155.  About  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act :  so  far  as  your  knowledge  goes,  has 
"there  been  any  particular  difficulty  in  the  way  of  its  enforcement  ? — Yes,  there  have  been 
a  great  many  difficulties. 

10156.  What  have  they  been  ? — It  has  been  difficult  to  procure  witnesses  to  come 
up  to  court,  and  they  have  disobeyed  the  summonses,  and  we  had  have  to  issue  warrants 
for  them.  When  they  have  been  brought  into  court,  about  four-fifths  of  them,  although 
they  frequent  the  houses  where  liquor  is  sold,  do  not  seem  to  know  whether  liquor  is 
sold  there  or  not. 

10157.  They  have  very  defective  memories,  I  suppose? — They  seem  to  have. 

10158.  There  has  been  trouble,  I  understand,  also  in  the  higher  courts  in  regard 
to  appeals  and  the  like  ? — I  never  had  a,ny.  Every  conceivable  objection  was  taken 
before  me,  but  I  have  yet  to  learn  of  any  convictions  of  mine  being  set  aside  on  legal  or 
technical  objections.  Perhaps  there  may  have  been  such  cases,  but  I  have  not  heard  of 
them.     My  convictions  have  all  been  sustained. 
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10159.  Were  the  cases,  as  a  rule,  delayed  in  the  higher  courts? — Yes.  Not  so 
many  are  sent  there  now  as  formerly.  Formerly  a  capias  was  issued,  and  the  rule  was 
granted  and  other  proceedings  followed. 

10160.  You  spoke  about  some  people  disobeying  your  summonses;  did  they  go 
across  the  line  1 — I  could  not  say  whero*  they  went. 

10161.  What  did  you  do  in  ca^e  of  parties  refusing  to  answer  a  summons  ?— I  took 
the  deposition  of  the  constable  who  served  the  summons  on  the  witnesses,  that  he  sen-ed 
them  on  such  a  day  and  at  such  a  place.  On  the  strength  of  that  I  issued  warrants 
for  their  arrest. 

10162.  Sometimes  you  got  the  party  I  suppose  and  sometimes  he  disappeared?— 
Sometimes  we  got  him.  We  have  always  acted  as  leniently  as  possible  with  such 
witnesses.  If  they  got  word  and  attempted  to  disappear,  and  we  knew  it,  we  might 
lock  them  up. 

10163.  From  your  intimate  connection  with  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act^  do 
you  believe,  in  spite  of  all  the  difficulties,  the  Act  is  fairly  well  enforced  ? — I  think  fairly 
well.       / 

10164.  Do  you  th'nk  it  has  had  a  good  effect? — I  think  there  is  some  improve- 
ment. At  first  they  appeared  to  think  the  Act  was  imposed  on  them  by  their  neigh- 
bours and  not  by  a  statute  passed  by  Parliament.     The  witnesses  seemed  to  hardly 

'  respect  the  law,  and  they  declared  they  did  not  know  such  a  law  as  that  on  which  they 
were  called  to  give  evidence. 

10165.  Do  you  think  that  if  the  law  provided  that  Dominion  officials  should  enforce 
it,  the  law  would  be  better  enforced  ? — They  ought  to  be  more  independent  than  officers 
appointed  by  local  authorities,  in  my  opinion,  and  if  they  were  the  right  kind  of  men  I 
should  think  they  would  probably  enforce  the  law  more  effectively  ;  but  I  could  not  say 
that  even  if  the  Dominion  appointed  officers,  they  would  do  better  than  the  present 
officers. 

10166.  You  think  the  present  officers  are  efficient  and  do  their  best? — So  far  as  I 
know.  They  fciight  be  able  to  do  a  little  better,  but  I  am  not  certain  they  could  do  so. 
I  think  they  are  doing  their  very  best  in  many  instances.  Whether  they  could  do  bet- 
ter, I  cannot  say.     I  know  they  do  their  very  best  in  the  cases  they  report. 

JBt/  Jvdge  McDonald : 

10167.  You  investigate  other  cases  besides  the  infringements  of  the  Scott  Act^ 
Yes. 

10168.  Do  you  find  the  witnesses  in  those  other  cases  as  much  troubled  with  loss . 
of  memory  as  in  the  Scott  Act  cases  ? — I  do  not  think  they  are.     It  seems  a  relief  when 
I  examine  witnesses  in  other  cases,  either  on  preliminaiy  examination  or  otherwise. 

By  Mr.  Clarice  : 

10169.  To  what  do  you  attribute  this  loss  of  memory  in  Scott  Act  cases?  Is  it  to 
the  effects  of  the  stuff  the  people  get  in  these  places  ? — They  might  not  be  so  well 
treated  in  those  houses,  or  other  parties  might  not  treat  them  so  well  afterwards  if 
their  memories  were  any  better. 

10170.  So  the  enforcement  of  the  law  gives  rise  probably  to  a  lot  of  perjury!— I 
could  not  say  that ;  but  it  appears  strange  that  while  these  people  frequent  certain 
houses  from  month  to  month  and  day  to  day,  they  appear  to  have  seen  nothing  but  soft 
drinks  and  light  beers. 

10171.  Then  the  moral  tone  of  the  community  is  not  improved? — ^Independent  of 
the  Scott  Act,  I  think  the  moral  tone  of  those  who  swear  that  way  is  not  very  good. 

By  Mr,  Gigatdt  : 

10172.  Judging  by  the  number  of  convictions,  how  many  places  are  selling  liquor 
here  now  ? — I  could  not  be  certain  that  there  are  more  than  six  or  seven  that  I  can  learn 
of.  Some  of  those  six  or  seven  hav^  been  lately  convicted,  and  sometimes  while  they 
have  been  convicted  they  have  been  selling  in  a  quiet  way.     There  might  be  more  or  less. 

Daniel  Crilley. 
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JOHN  S.  DeWOLFE  CHIPMAN,  of  St.  Stephen,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed 
as  follows  : —  / 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

10173.  I  believe  you  are  Mayor  of  the  Town? — Yes. 

10174.  How  long  have  you  held  the  office  of  Mayor? — Since  the  fourth  Monday  of 
March,  1892. 

10175.  Is  this  your  first  term  of  office  as  Mayor? — It  is  my  second  term  as  Mayor. 
I  was  Mayor  in  1888. 

10176.  Have  you  been  a  Councillor? — Yes. 

10177.  Do  you  take  charge  of  the  police  court  in  any  way  ? — Only  in  the  absence  of 
the  Police  Magistrate ;  I  have  only  once  done  so  this  year. 

10178.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  town? — Ever  since  I  was  born. 

10179.  This  a  manufacturing  and  milling  community,  I  believe  ;  is  the  town 
prosperous  in  business  ? — Fairly  so. 

10180.  What  is  the  population? — The  last  census  gave  2,800  to  the  town  of  SK 
Stephen. 

10181.  We  have  been  told  there  is  a  town  Milltown  near  here? — That  is  above. ' 

10182.  How  far  away  ?— It  joins  St.  Stephen. 

10183.  Has  it  a  separate  corporation? — Yes. 

10184.  Has  it  a  Mayor  and  Councillors? — Yes. 

10185.  Is  2,800  the  population  of  this  town? — Yes,  it  is  the  population  of  St. 
Stephen  proper. 

10186.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act? — We  have  had  . 
some  experience  with  it,  both  in  1888  and  this  year. 

10187.  In  endeavouring  to  enforce  it? — Yes. 

101 88.  Have  you  an  Inspector  ? — We  have.  I  do  not  know  that  you  could  call  him  an 
Inspector  now  ;  he  now  occupies  the  position  of  Marshal  and  is  under  the  instructions  of 
the  Police  Committee.  I  think  the  Legislature  passed  an  Act  setting  forth  that  the 
town  should  not  appoint  an  Inspector.  He  is  not  appointed  as  Inspector  for  the  Muni- 
cipality, but  he  is  instructed  to  do  this  work. 

10189.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  he  does  his  duty  faithfully? — Yes,  I  think  he 
does  it  pretty  faithfully. 

10190.  His  superiors  have  instructed  him  to  do  it,  I  suppose  ? — He  gets  his 
instructions  from  the  Police  Committee,  and  they  have  instructed  him  very  fully  on  the 
point,  to  show  no  favouritism  but  prosecute  the  Act  to  its  fullest  extent. 

10191.  Have  resolutions  from  time  to  time  been  passed  by  the  Board? — Yes.  The 
present  Council  are  in  favour  of  enforcing  the  Act  to  the  fullest  possible  extent. 

10192.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  infringements  of  the  Act  occur  in  tho 
town  ? — Yes. 

4  10193.  The  Police  Magistrate  has  told  us  that  he  thought  there  were  six  or  seven 
places  in  the  town  selling  liquor  ? — I  do  not  know  how  many  places  there  are,  but  there 
are  infringements  of  the  Act ;  there  is  no  question  about  that. 

10194.  Have  you  had  experience  of  a  license  law? — Not  while  I  was  in  the  Chair. 

10195.  Do  you  remember  the  operation  of  the  license  law  in  former  years? — I  was 
not  very  old  then,  but  I  remember  it  distinctly. 

10196.  So  far  as  your  recollection  goes,  has  there  been  under  the  Scott  Act  a  de- 
crease of  drunkenness  in  the  town  ? — I  should  think  so. 

10197.  An*  increase  of  sobriety  ? — Yes. 

10198.  Do  you  think  there  is  less  liquor  sold  now  than  previously? — I  think  that 
within  the  last  two  years  there  has  been  less  liquor  sold,  that  is  while  they  have  been 
trying  to  enforce  the  Act. 

10199.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  liquor  is  brought  in  from  other  communities 
for  family  consumption? — Not  to  any  great  extent.  I  think  in  some  cases,  but  not,  as 
I  say,  to  any  great  extent. 

'10200.  They  could  get  it  from  St.  John  ?— Yes,  from  St.  John  or  Montreal. 
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10201.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  many  people  come  across  the  river,  owing 
to  the  easy  access,  and  get  drink  ? — ^Yes,  a  great  many  do. 

10202.  They  know  where  to  get  it?— Yes. 

10203.  Are  you  troubled  here  at  all  with  the  "walking  saloon,"  or,  as  in  Yar- 
mouth, with  **  bottle  pedlars,"  men  who  go  about  with  small  quantities  of  liquor  about 
their  persons,  selling  it? — They  have  done  that  here,  but  they  have  not  done  it^veiy 
recently. 

10204.  Most  of  the  liquor  obtained  here,  then,  is  obtained  in  the  houses  V— Yes. 

10205.  Can  you  make  any  suggestions  as  to  amendments  to  the  Scott  Act  in  order 
to  make  it  more  operative  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  that  I  could  do  so  without  thinking 
the  matter  over  a  little. 

10206.  Have  you  any  opinion  as  to  whether  any  change  in  the  mode  of  appointing 
officials  would  fender  it  more  effective  ? — I  think,  perhaps,  it  would  be  beneficial  in  the 
interests  of  the  Act  if  the  Dominion  Government  were  to  appoint  officials,  because 
where  officials  are  appointed  in  the  town  there  is  naturally  a  great  deal  of  feeling 
aroused  against  them,  and  in  carrying  out  their  duty  they,  of  course,  do  not  desire  to 
arouse  that  ill-feeling. 

10207.  Can  you  give  any  reason  why  there  is  that  feeling  ^^  regard  to  the  enforce- 
ment of  this  law  and  not  in  regard  to  other  laws  ? — I  do  not  know  any  other  reason 
except  that  if  a  man  wants  to  drink,  he  may  think  it  is  an  infringement  on  his  rights 
to  ti^'  and  stop  him. 

10208.  So,  to  that  extent,  there  is  a  different  sentiment  in  regard  to  this  law  than 
there  is  to  other  laws  ? — That  seems  to  be  true. 

10209.  Would  you  have  the  officials  appointed  by  the  Dominion  paid  by  the  locd 
authorities  or  by  the  Dominion  ? — I  think  it  would  be  advisable  to  pay  them  from  the 
Dominion  funds. 

10210.  And  make  them  entirely  independent  ? — Yes,  from  local  control  in  anyway. 

10211.  Are  there,  under  the  Scott  Act,  License  Inspectors  appointed  by  the  County 
Council  ? — We  have  a  County  Inspector. 

10212.  Does  he  do  any  duty  in  the  town?— No ;  he  confines  himself  to  the  country 
parishes. 

Bt/  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod : 

10213.  Speaking  of  the  feeling  against  officials:  by  whom  is  that  feeling  enter- 
tained ?  Is  it  entertained  by  the  citizens  generally,* or  by  a  certain  class? — By  a  certain 
class,  not  by  the  citizens  generally.  The  citizens  generally  wish  to  see  the  Act  enforced, 
and  of  course,  it  is  manifested  by  those  who  come  directly  against  the  Act — the  men 
who  are  in  the  drink  business  and  men  who  are  favourable  to  it. 

10214.  Do  you  think,  taking  the  Act  from  first  to  last,  it  has  been  fairly  well 
enforced  here  ? — I  think  so  ;  we  have  tried,  at  all  events,  to  enforce  it  throughout  the 
different  years  it  has  been  in  force  ;  those  who  were  in  authority  have  tried  to  enforce 
the  Act. 

10215.  And  they  have  succeeded  fairly  well  ? — I  think  so. 

10216.  Do  you  think  with  good  effects  or  ill  effects? — I  think  it  has  been  the 
means  of  sending  some  out  of  the  business  who  were  formerly  in  it,  and  I  do  not  think 
there  has  been  as  much  drunkenness  as  formerly. 

By  Mr.  Clarke: 

10217.  Is  there  any  special  police  regulation  respecting  the  arrest  of  drunken  men  T 
If  a  man  is  drunk  and  walking  along  the  street  and  likely  to  get  home^  is  he  arrested? 
— The  usual  course  here  is  to  leave  it  to  the  judgment  of  the  officer.  If  a  man  is 
going  along,  even  under  the  influence  of  liquor,  "and  is  not  noisy  but  is  going  home,  the 
officer  uses  his  judgment  in  regard  to  arresting  him.  Sometimes  the  man  is  taken  up 
simply  on  the  ground  of  drunkenness. 

10218.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  operation  of  the  law  in  the  State  of 
Maine  ? — I  am  not  very  familiar  with  it. 

John  S.  De Wolfe  Chipman. 
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10219.  What  conclusion  have  you  come  to  respecting  It? — From  all  I  can  learn, 
although  it  is  a  prohibition  State,  people  can  get  liquor  in  almost  any  place  when  they 
want  to  do  so. 

10220.  Is  it  your  experience,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  Scott  Act  is  in  force 
here,  that  people  can  get  liquor  I — Yes. 

10221.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  counties  of  the  province  elsewhere,  where 
the  Scott  Act  is  the  law  ? — No,  I  am  not  familiar  with  them. 

10222.  Wbuld  you  favour  the  passage  of  a  prohibitory  law,  a  law  to  prohibit  the 
manufacture,  importation  and  sale  of  liquor  ?— I  believe  you  would  have  to  educate  the 
people  up  to  it,  if  such  a  law  were  passed,  before  it  would  meet  really  the  requirements 
of  the  law.     I  believe  people  would  have  to  be  educated  up  to  it  first. 

10223.  Do  you  brieve  that  in  the  present  state  of  public  opinion,  such  a  law  could 
be  enforced  ? — I  do  not  think  so,  to  the  extent  that  its  promoters  would  like  to  see  it 
enforced,  because  the  people  are  not  educated  sufficiently  to  enforce  such  a  law. 

10224.  Did  you  hear  the  evidence  of  the  Police  Magistrate  respecting  lapses  of 
memory  on  the  part  of  witnesses  in  court  ] — No. 

10225.  What  is  the  moral  effect  of  having  on  the  statute-book  a  law  that  is  so 
flagrantly  and  constantly  violated  as  is  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  can  hardly  say  about  that. 
The  people  who  are  taken  up  as  witnesses  in  connection  with  Scott  Act  cases  are  a  class 
of  men,  or  at  least  some  of  them  are,  from  whom  you  would  not  expect  anything  more 
than  the  evidence  that  they  give. 

L0226.  Do  you  think  the  town  is  better  under  Scott  Act  than  it  would  be  under  the 
Provincial  License  Law,  efficiently  enforced  ? — The  difference  of  course  between  the  Scott 
Act  and  the  license  law  is,  that  the  authorities  would  under  a  license  law  have  perhaps 
greater  control  than  they  have  at  the  present  time,  because  under  the  Scott  Act  a  man 
may  try  to  sell  in  an  underhand  way  to  avoid  the  law,  and  it  makes  it  pretty  hard  to 
get  evidence  against  him  ;  whereas,  under  license  the  authorities  would  have  fuller  con- 
trol of  the  trade. 

10227.  Would  that  be  a  better  state  of  things  than  exists  at  present  ? — It  might  in 
one  way,. and  perhaps  in  another  it  might  not. 

10228.  In  what  way  would  it  be  better,  and  in  what  way  would  it  be  worse  ? — In 
regard  to  principle  :  if  it  is  wrong  to  license,  it  would  be  wrong  to  create  a  license  law  ; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  would  perhaps  give  the  authorities  more  control  than  they  have 
now. 

10229.  Would  it  be  to  the  public  advantage  and  benefit  that  the  authorities  should 
have  more  control  than  they  have  at  present  ? — I  do  not  know  that  it  would,  if  the  Act 
were  enforced  right  up. 

10230.  Is  the  Act  enforced  right  up? — We  try  to  ^force  it.  We  do  the  best  we 
can,  and  instructions  are  given  to  enforce  the  Act  in  every  possible  way  ;  but  great 
difficulty  is  experienced  here  in  obtaining  witnesses  to  secure  convictions. 

10231.  Have  you  the  same  difficultv  in  regard  to  cases  for  infractions  of  other  laws  ? 
—No. 

10232.  Is  it  the  lack  of  public  sentiment  in  support  of  the  law  which  causes  the 
difficulty  of  which  you  have  spoken  1 — Public  sentiment  is  all  in  favour  of  the  Act.  This 
town  gives  a  large  majority  in  favour  of  the  Act ;  there  is  also  a  majority  given  all  through 
the  county. 

10233.  Is  the  law  better  observ'^ed  in  the  country  districts  than  in  the  town  1 — I 
could  not  say. 

10234.  Did  you  ever  know  of  a  cafie  under  the  License  Law  in  which  a  licensed 
dealer  gave  or  sold  whisky  to  an  unlicensed  dealer  to  re-sell  ? — No,  I  am  not  in  a  posi- 
tion to  answer  that  question,  because  I  am  not  sufficiently  familiar  with  the  License 
Law.  Previous  to  the  Scott  Act  I  was  away  from  home  at  college  and  engaged  in  busi- 
ness, and  so  I  am  really  not  in  a  position  to  give  correct  information  on  such  points. 

10235.  Do  many  people  come  from  Calais  to  get  liquor  here  ?-— I  think  so. 

10236.  Do  many  people  go  from  here  to  Calais  to  get  liquor? — I  do  not  think  so. 

10237.  They  do  not  need  to  go  over  to  Calais? — They  might  possibly  be  over  there 
with  some  friends  and  get  liquor,  but  they  do  not  as  a  general  rule  go  over  there  for  that 
purpose. 
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10238.  So  the  supply*  that  comes  here  is  to  meet  in  some  degree  the  demand  created 
by  Calais  customers  ? — I  do  not  think  you  coy  Id  put  it  on  that  ground.  I  think  you 
would  be  able  to  get  liquor  in  Calais  if  you  want^  it,  but  we  have  a  good  many  Calaig 
people  come  over  here.  They  are  the  common  classes  of  the  people,  the  better  classes 
do  not  come  over.     I  am  speaking  now  of  the  common  class. 

10239.  Do  you  think  that  if  a  law  were  passed  prohibiting  the  importation,  numu- 
facture  and  sale  of  liquor  in  the  country,  those  who  have  capital  invested  in  breweries  and 
distilleries  should  be  compensated  by  the  Dominion  Parliament  ? — I  think  so. 

10240.  You  cannot  suggest,  I  think  you  said,  any  changes  in  the  Scott  Act,  with 
the  exception  of  the  appointment  of  Dominion  officers,  that  would  render  it  more  easily 
and  efficiently  worked.  The  law  now  gives  the  fines  imposed  to  the  municipal  author- 
ities to  aid  in  enforcing  the  Act.  Can  you  suggest  any  other  changes  in  the  machinery 
that  would  simplify  the  operation  of  the  Act  and  render  it  more  easily  and  efficiently 
worked  ?  Would  imprisonment  instead  6i  fines  be  an  improvement ;  should  heavier  pen- 
alties be  imposed  ? — I  think  imprisonment  would  be  beneficial,  because,  as  a  rule,  men 
in  business  would  not  like  to  go  to  prison. 

10241.  I  think  for  the  first  oflTence  the  penalty  is  $50  ;  is  that  the  sum? — $50  and 
costs. 

10242.  If  imprisonment  for  three  or  six  months  were  added,  would  that  be  bene- 
ficial ? — I  think  it  would. 

10243.  Are  there  any  other  changes  which  you  could  suggest? — No;  I  have  not 
thought  of  any  others. 

10244.  Do  you  find  now  much  difficulty  in  enforcing  the  law  on  account  of  legid 
obstacles  ? — Not  so  much  as  formerly.  The  Act  is  running  more  smoothly,  and  it  works 
better  as  regards  enforcement. 

Bj/  Mr,  Gigavit : 

10245.  In  regard  to  temperance  associations ;  are  those  societies  doing  good  work? 
— Yes,  they  are  creating  a  better  sentiment  among  the  people  in  favour  of  temperance. 

10246.  The  effect  of  their  work  is  to  decrease  drunkenness,  I  suppose? — I  think  it 
has  helped  to  do  so. 

By  Rev,  Br.  McLeod: 

10247.  I  think  you  said  that  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act  is  less  popular  than 
the  enforcement  of  some  other  laws,  such  as  the  law  against  theft.  Is  that  because  there 
are  more  people  who  violate  the  Scott  Act  than  the  law  against  theft  ? — I  think  there 
are. 

1 0248.  You  spoke  about  the  difficulty  of  getting  witnesses  to  tell  enough  of  the  truth 
to  convict.  Would  that  indicate  that  the  class  of  people  who  violate  the  law  by  pur- 
chasing from  illicit  sellers  are  not  the  most  reputable  people  in  the  community? — In  that 
connection  in  regard  to  witnesses,  I  should  think  so. 

10249.  Are  not  a  good  many  of  the  witnesses  called  in  such  cases  a  little  unwilling 
to  tell  the  truth  about  the  sale  ?  Do  we  underst«,nd,  then,  that  the  witnesses  are  made 
up  of  the  less  reputable  class  of  the  people  ? — In  a  great  many  instances. 

10250.  One  would  infer,  I  suppose,  that  the  purchasers  from  those  illicit  sellers  are 
for  the  most  part  the  less  reputable  portion  of  the  community  ?  Is  that  the  fact  1 — The 
majority  of  them,  I  should  say,  were  ;  but  there  are  some  of  the  better  class  who  no 
doubt  purchase  too. 

10251.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  discrimination  in  the  selection  of  witnesses,  an 
unwillingness  to  call  certain  men  who  have  been  parties  to  a  violation,  but  who  are  more 
reputable  than  the  majority  of  them  ? — I  think  there  have  been  cases  of  that  kind. 

10252.  How  many  places  for  illicit  sale  do  you  suppose  there  are  in  the  town? — I 
could  not  really  say  without  figuring  up  the  number. 

10253.  Are  there  six  or  seven  in  the  town  :  is  that  under  the  mark  ? — I  should 
judge  there  are  as  many  as  that. 

10254.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  the  hotel-keepers  are  illicift  sellers  ? — ^From 
information  I  have  received,  I  think  they  are. 

John  S.  DeWolfe  Chipman. 
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10255.  Have  some  of  the  hotel  proprietors  been  convicted  of  selling  illicitly  ? — They 
have. 

10256.  Do  you  believe  illicit  sale  in  the  hotels  is  as  dangerous  or  more  dangerous 
than  illicit  sale  in  less  conspicuous  places  1 — Perhaps  as  regards  a  certain  class  it  is  more 
dangerous,  because  the  hotels  are  considered  more  respectable,  and  they  would  rather  go 
into  an  hotel  than  into  a  common  bar-room: 

10257.  Do  you  think  the  hotels  sell  chiefly  to  travellers  or  guests,  or  indiscriminately, 
as  far  as  they  dare  ? — I  think  so  far  as  one  hotel  is  concerned,  it  now  sells  principally  to 
travellers  and  guests.  I  think  as  regards  the  Windsor  Hotel,  it  sells  at  the  present  time, 
and  has  been  for  a  considerable  time  selling  principally  to  travellers  and  guests,  supplying 
them,  and  not  making  outside  sales. 

10258.  Is  that  by  reason  of  the  instructions  of  the  owners  1 — No,  th^y  have  received 
no  instructions  from  the  owners.  8o  far  as  the  owners  are  concerned,  we  simply  told 
the  lessee  that  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force,  that  we  could  give  him  no  protection  to  sell 
liquors  in  any  shape  or  form,  that  if  he  came  here  he  would  have  to  abide  by  the  laws 
of  the  town,  and  so  far  as  the  owners  are  concerned  we  could  give  him  no  permission  to 
have  liquor  in  the  house  and  sell  it,  that  he  would  have  to  use  his  own  judgment. 

10259.  He  has  been  convicted  1 — I  think  he  has  been  convicted ;  he  haa  not  been 
convicted  this  year. 

10260.  Do  you  know  whether  the  stockholders  remonstrated  with  him  after  con- 
viction ? 

Judge  McDONALD. — That  is  not  a  question,  witness,  which  you  are  obliged  to 
answer. 

WITNESS. — I  am  a  stockholder  in  the  company,  but  I  do  not  propose  to  answer 
the  question. 

Judge  McDONALD. — The  Commission  is  not  of  an  inquisitorial  character. 

WITNESS. — I  am  willing  to  give  all  information  in  regard  to  questions  put  to 
me,  but  I  will  use  my  own  discretion  in  answering  them. 

Rev.  Dr.  McLEOD. — I  have  not  asked  the  witness  a  single  question  personal  to 
himself. 

WITNESS. — Not  except  one — in  regard  to  my  being  a  shareholder  in  the  Windsor 
Hotel. 

Judge  McDONALD. — I  consider  an  investigation  into  the  matters  of  the 
Windsor  Hotel,  in  any  shape  or  form,  as  to  the  manager  or  shareholders,  does  not  come 
within  the  scope  of  the  investigation  committed  to  the  Commission  by  the  Government, 
and  the  question  will  not  be  permitted. 

Rev.  Dr.  McLEOD. — As  one  Commissioner,  having  equal  authority  and  respon- 
sibility with  each  and  every  other  Commissioner,- 1  have  asked  the  question,  and 
propose  to  elicit  the  truth  concerning  the  enforcement  of  the  Canada  Temperance  Act, 
which  is  the  matter  under  investigation  just  now,  in  the  town  of  St.  Stephen.  In 
doing  so  I  exercise  my  own  judgment,  and,  notwithstanding  the  dissent  of  my  colleagues, 
I  still  believe  the  question  to  be  eminently  proper.  Mr.  Chipman  may  exercise  his 
own  judgment  in  regard  to  answering  the  question.  I  take  exception  to  the  Commis- 
sioners interfering  and  preventing  the  answering  of  a  question  which  I  think  a  proper 
one  to  put. 

Mr.  CLARKE. — I  have  no  objection  to  the  witness  answering  the  question.  I  can- 
not conceive  how  any  resolution,  or  action,  or  by-law  that  the  company  of  gentlemen 
who  own  the  Windsor  Hotel  may  pass  or  agree  to,  can  have  any  influence  or  effect  on 
the  investigation  as  to  whether  there  is  sale  of  liquor  or  not  in  this  place.  I  think  the 
witness  can  please  himself  in  answering  the  question,  because  I  do  not  think  it  germane 
to  the  matter. 

Mr.  GIGAXJLT. — I  support  the  ruling  given  by  the  Chair. 
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By  Hev.  Dr,  McLeod  : 

10261.  Do  you  know  whether  the  stockholders  remonstrated  with  him  after  con- 
viction ? — We  gave  the  proprietor  no  permission  to  sell  in  any  way. .  The  stockholders 
did  not  give  their  consent  in  any  shape  or  form  to  his  selling.  We  simply  told  him 
-(the  Committee  did  so),  that  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force  here,  and  if  he  sold,  it  would  be 
at  his  own  risk. 

10262.  You  did  not  intend  to  be  parties  to  any  violation? — No.  We  told  him 
that  if  he  sold  it  would  be  entirely  at  his  own  risk,  and  he  would  have  to  take  the 
consequences. 

10263.  Is  this  on  record  ? — I  do  not  think  it  is  a  .matter  of  record  or  r^olution. 
Some  private  individuals  of  the  corporation  have  remonstrated  with  him,  but  not  in  the 
form  of  a  resolution  of  the  board  of  directors.  That  will  be  a  reply  to  your  question: 
that  individual  shareholders  have  remonstrated  with  him,  but  not  by  a  resolution  of 
the  board. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

10264.  Your  position  as  a  stockholder  is,  that  if  the  gentleman  who  leases  the  hotd 
breaks  the  law,  he  takes  the  responsibility  and  consequences  ? — Yes. 

10265.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  believe  the  proprietor  of  the  Windsor 
kept  liquor  there  for  the  accommodation  of  travellers  and  guests? — Yes. 

10266.  Has  he  permission  under' the  JScott  Act? — I  do  not  think  so  under  the 
Scott  Act. 

10267.  As  a  business  man;  do  you  not  think  it  would  be  better  that  the  pro- 
prietor should  be  permitted  to  have  a  license  and  supply  these  guests  and  the  travelling 
public,  rather  than  keep  up  the  present  system  and  supply  them  illegally  ? — I  think  it 
would  be  a  benefit  to  him  to  have  the  privilege  of  supplying  his  guests. 

10268.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a  detriment  or  loss  to  the  town  in  any  way  1—1 
do  not  think  it  would. 


JOSEPH   R.  McCLURE,   of    St.    Stephen,   on   being  duly   sworn,  deposed  as 
follows  : — 

By  Judge  MoDonald : 

10269.  What  is  your  occupation  or  calling  ? — Town  Marshal. 

10270.  How  long  have  you  held  office  as  Marshal? — Since  April,  1889. 

10271.  Are  your  duties  those  of  Chief  Constable  of  the  town  ? — Yes. 

10272.  Have  you  any  officers  to  assist  you  ? — Yes,  I  have  one  other  officer. 

10273.  Is  it  your  duty  to  keep  a  general  supervision  of  the  police  force  of  the 
town  ? — Yes. 

10274.  To  see  that  there  is  sobriety  in  conduct  and  prevent  disorders  ? — Yes. 

10275.  Have  you  any  duties  assigned  to  you  in  connection  with  seeing  to  the  en- 
forcement of  the  Scott  Act  ? — Yes.  ' 

10276.  What  are  your  duties  in  that  respect  ?— To  search  out  and  prosecute  any 
violators  of  the  Canada  Temperance  Act. 

10277.  Have  you  done  what  you  reasonably  could  to  discharge  those  duties  pro- 
perly ? — I  have. 

10278.  Have  you  found  need  for  much  vigilance  ? — Yes,  a  very  great  deal  of 
vigilance. 

10279.  Do  you  find  many  attempts  are  made  to  sell  intoxicating  liquor? — Yes, 

10280.  Wherever  you  have  had  the  opportunity,  have  you  brought  the  parties  to 
justice  ?— Yes. 

10281.  Do  you  think  there  are  cases  that  y©u  have  been  unable  to  ferret  outi— 
I  do. 

John  S.  DeW^olfe  Chipman. 
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10282.  Have  you  much  drunkenness  in  the  community  1 — I  do  not  think  there  is  a 
great  deal  at  present. 

10283.  The  Police  Magistrate  has  given  us  statistics  of  the  convictfbns,  that  there 
were  126  altogether  in  1891,  and  100  of  those  were  for  drunkenness? — Yes. 

10284.  How  many  of  those  persons  were  persons  convicted  repeatedly? — Several  of 
them. 

10285.  Jt  would  not  mean  100  separate  people  who  were  convicted  ? — No. 

10286.  Are  any  of  those  parties  committed  to  jail  ? — Yes. 

10287.  For  non-payment  of  tines  ? — Yes,  quite  a  number. 

10288.  Is  the  jail  here  ?— No,  at  St.  Andrew's. 

10289.  Can  you  tell  us  how  many  prosecutions  you  have  had  within-  the  last 
twelve  months  for  violations  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  cannot  tell  you  now,  but  I  could  by- 
referring  to  the  book. 

10290.  Have  you  in  that  matter  had  the  same  people  over  and  over  again  ? — A 
number  of  them. 

10291.  Some  have  been  convicted,  and  you  have  not  had  cases  against  them  again  ? 
— Some. 

10292.  Have  you  had  any  cases  against  those  who  have  been  convicted  a  second 
time,  or  oftener,  where  the  offence  was  prosecuted  as  a  second  or  a  third  offence  ? — 
Quite  a  number. 

10293.  Have  you  succeeded  in  establishing  the  offence  as  a  second  or  third 
offence  ? — ^Yes. 

10294.  And  the  penalty  has  been  imposed  1 — Yes. 

10295.  And  some  offenders  have  been  imprisoned  ? — Yes,  for  a  third  offence,  and 
some  for  a  second,  and  some  for  a  first,  for  non-payment  of  fine. 

10296.  So  the  Magistrate  and  yourself  have  been  thorough  in  enforcing  the  Act  ? — 
Yes ;  we  have  done  the  best  we  could. 

10297.  Have  you  found  any  difficulty  in  obtaining  testimony  in  these  cases  ? — A 
great  deal  of  difficulty. 

10298.  In  what  way,  or  are  there  more  ways  than  one  ? — In  more  ways  than  one. 

10299.  What  are  they  ? — For  instance,  there  are  several  saloons  near  the  end  of 
the  bridge  which  leads  across  the  line  into  Calais,  Maine,  and  many  come,  and,  we  sup- 
pose, buy  their  liquor  in  St.  Stephen ;  and  when  the  offender  is  summoned  to  answ^er 
to  the  charge,  we  find  it  difficult  to  get  those  persons  to  state  where  they  got  the 
liquor. 

10300.  They  will  not  come  across? — They  will  not  until  the  case  is  dismissed,  or 
the  person  is  convicted  by  other  evidence.  Then  when  we  think  we  have  a  case  pre- 
pared, some  one  teUs  us  he  has  seen  persons  buy  liquor  in  the  saloon.  We  summon 
that  man^  and  he  swears  he  did  not  buy  any  liquor  but  beer,  and  then  he  will  bring  it 
down  to  ginger  beer,  and  so  there  is  no  conviction. 

10301.  Do  you  find  people  who  do  not  recollect  ? — Very  frequently,  and  also  dif- 
ficulties as  to  the  dates,  whether  the  sale  was  before  or  after  the  action  commenced. 

10302.  Are  there  any  other  difficulties? — Yes.  Another  difficulty  we  have  is  that 
when  a  man  is  prosecuted  here  for  a  first  offence,  he  generally  seems  to  have  gone  out 
of  business,  and  some  stranger  has  come  in  whose  name  we  do  not  know,  and  we  have 
to  prosecute  him.  Then  we  find  his  bar-room  locked  up,  and  we  cannot  get  in  there  for 
several  days. 

10303.  Do  these  unknown  people  disappear,  or  remain  permanently  in  the  town  f 
— Some  disappear,  and  quite  a  number  we  have  got  at,  and  have  prosecuted. 

10304.  And  sent  to  jail  ? — Either  fined  or  sent  to  jail. 

10305.  And  that  as  a  person  unknown  or  without  a  name? — Of  some  we  got  the 
names  and  others  paid  the  fine,  but  refused  to  give  their  names. 

10306.  Were  they  complete  strangers  to  you? — They  were. 

10307.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  any  persons  engaged  in  the  illicit  trade  sell 
to  persons  living  in  the  town  ? — Yes  ;  some  of  them,  I  think,  do  and  some  do  not. 

10308.  Some  confine  themselves  to  people  from  the  States? — Yes. 

10309.  Do  any  of  your  people  here  go  to  the  State  of  Maine  to  get  liquor? — I 
cannot  say  as  to  that. 
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10310.  We  understand  from  one  of  the  witnesses  to-day,  that  within  a  distance  of, 
I  think,  five  miles,  there  are  a  great  many  bridges  1 — Yes,  up  the  river. 

10311.  Yeu  are  not  able  to  watch  all  those  bridges  ?— There  is  only  one  bridge  in 
my  jurisdiction. 

10312.  Have  you  known  of  any  cases  of  persons  who  have  not  sold  in  any  houses, 
but  have  carried  bottles  about  with  them,  and  peddled  the  liquor  1 — I  believe  we  have 
never  been  able  to  prosecute  any  one  for  that.  We  have  had  suspicion  that  such  was 
the  case,  but  we  have  not  had  any  proof. 

By  Mr.  Gigatdt : 

10313.  Do  you  arrest  all  persons  you  see  under  the  influence  of  liquor  ? — No,  we  aee 
some  persons  under  the  influence  of  liquor  whom  we  do  not  arrest. 

10314.  Do  you  see,  almost  every  day,  some  person  under  the  influence  of  liquor 
here  1 — No,  there  are  many  days  when  I  do  not  see  any  person  under  the  influence  o! 
liquor. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

10315.  Have  you  any  regulation  respecting  the  arrest  of  people  under  the  influ- 
ence of  liquor  ?  If  people  are  drunk  and  not  disorderly  and  are  making  their  way 
home,  do  you  arrest  them  ? — If  they  are  not  very  drunk,  and  are  capable  of  taking  care 
of  themselves,  and  are  not  taking  too  much  of  the  sidewalk,  we  let  them  go  home.  If 
there  is  no  possibility  of  their  injuring  themselves  or  others,  and  if  they  are  not  in  ^ 
habit  of  molesting  other  persons,  we  let  them  go  home. 

10316.  Then  the  number  of  cases  of  drunkenness  in  the  police  court  every  year  is 
not  an  indication  of  the  number  of  people  who  are  drunk  in  the  town,  but  only  of  those 
whom  you  arrest  ? — Only  those  we  arrest.  n 

10317.  Is  drunkenness  increasing  or  decreasing,  so  far  as  you  can  form  an  opinion 
or  conclusion  from  your  experience  as  Chief  Constable  ? — From  the  time  I  came  here  till 
now,  I  should  think  there  has  been  a  slight  decrease. 

10318.  Is  any  difficulty  experienced  by  residents  of  the  town  or  strangers  in 
obtaining  liquor  either  here,  or  at  Calais  if  they  go  over  there  ?  Is  the  sale  of  liquor  so 
slight  here,  and  also  as  far  as  you  know  in  Calais,  as  to  render  it  very  difficult  for 
strangers  or  residents  to  get  a  drink  if  they  desire  it  ] — I  think  most  people  can  get  a 
drink  if  they  want  to  do  so. 

10319.  Can  you  suggest  any  changes  in  the  provisions  of  the  Scott  Act,  which 
would  render  it  less  difficult  to  enforce  1  Would  the  addition  of  imprisonment  to  the 
flne  for  the  first  offence  aid  you  in  any  way,  or  would  heavier  penalties  assist  in  any 
way  ? — One  change,  I  think,  would  be  profitable,  and  that  is  in  regard  to  seizures.  If 
you  could  go  in  and  seize  liquor  and  destroy  it,  the  fact  of  its  being  found  on  the 
premises  being  an  evidence  of  liquor  being  kept  for  sale,  it  would  be  an  improvement 
Now  in  order  to  make  a  seizure,  we  have  to  substantiate  the  fact  before  we  can  issue  a 
warrant.  For  instance,  a  man  has  to  go  this  morning  and  buy  liquor,  and  I  will  have 
to  lay  an  information  the  same  day  for  a  search  warrant  to  be  issued  and  then  miJte 
the  seizure.  If  the  liquor  was  bought  yesterday,  we  could  not  issue  the  warrant  to-day, 
or  if  it  was  issued  to-day  and  we  made  the  seizure  to-morrow,  the  Judges  would  not  allow 
it  to  stand  the  test,  as  the  liquor  kept  there  might  not  be  the  same  as  that  from  which 
they  were  selling  yesterday.  The  liquor  must  be  sold  on  the  day  the  seizure  is  made, 
in  order  to  show  that  it  was  sold  on  that  day. 

10320.  You  think  that  if  the  finding  of  liquor  was  accepted  as  prima  facie  evidence 
it  would  be  an  advantage  ? — It  would  be  a  great  improvement  to  the  Scott  Act. 

10321.  You  have  that  provision  in  connection  with  the  Provincial  License  Act,  I 
think  ? — I  do  not  know  the  working  of  that  Act. 

10322.  Is  there  any  other  change  you  could  suggest  1 — I  do  not  know  that  there  is. 
I  think  if  we  had  such  a  law  here  as  I  speak  of,  the  Scott  Act  would  be  much  more 
easily  worked. 

10323.  Do  you  think  the  fact  of  your  being  made  Chief  Constable  and  appointed 
by  the  local  authorities  interferes  in  any  way  with  the  discharge  of  your  duty  as 
License  Inspector  ? — Yes,  I  do. 

Joseph  R.  McClure. 
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10324.  Do  you  think  if  oflBicera  were  appointed  by  the  Provincial  or  Dominion 
Government  they  would  meet  with  less  difficulty  1 — I  think  they  would  be  more  proper 
persons  to  enforce  the  Act  than  the  town  constable. 

10325.  Then  you  think  that  would  be  a  good  recommendation  to  make  ? — Yes. 

10326.  Would  you  suggest  any  other  change  1 — I  do  not  think  of  any  now. 

10327.  Do  you  |tnow  anything  of  the  operation  of  the  law  on  the  other  side? — Not 
very  much. 

10328.  Did  you  ever  travel  through  Maine  or  reside  in  it? — Very  little. 

10329.  While  there,  have  you  seen  liquor  sold,  notwithstanding  the  prohibitory 
law?— Yes. 

10330.  Does  the  fact  that  a  prohibitory  law  exist  in  Maine  lead  to  increased  con- 
sumption on  this  side,  owing  to  the  difficulties  over  there  ? — I  think  it  does  in  this 
town. 

10331.  You  think  the  prohibitory  law  works  better  than  the  Scott  Act? — I  think 
it  does.  I  think  if  there  were  the  same  energy  used  in  enforcing  the  prohibitory  law 
that  has  been  used  in  trying  to  enforce  the  Scott  Act  in  this  town,  it  would  be  a  greater 


10332.  Is  the  prohibitory  law  disregarded  largely  in  Maine? — I  think  it  is  in  some 
towns. 

10333.  Has  any  iticreasel)een  made  in  the  police  force  of  late  years,  or  any  de- 
crease here  ? — I  cannot  answer  that  question,  because  I  was  not  living  in  this  town  be- 
fore my  appointment,  four  years  ago. 

10334.  Are  there  any  legal  quibbles  and  technical  objections  raised  now  in  these 
Scott  Act  cases,  or  have  they  been  largely  disposed  of  ? — I  think  they  had  been  largely 
disposed  of. 

10335.  There  are  not  as  many  difficulties  now  as  in  former  years? — I  think  not. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

10336.  Is  the  Scott  Act  sometimes  better  enforced  than  at  other  times  ? — I  could 
not  say  that  it  is. 

'  10337.  I  do  not  mean  do  you  make  more  effi)rts  at  one  time  than  another;  but  is 
there  more  success  at  some  times  than  at  others  ? — Yes. 

10338.  Why?  What  interferes  with  the  success  sometimes ?— Sometimes  we  get 
quite  a  number  of  prosecutions,  and  the  defendants  procure  stay  of  proceedings,  and 
after  we  have  been  stopped  in  sev^eral  cases,  we  generally  hear  from  these  cases  that 
they  are  all  right ;  but  while  we  are  waiting  for  the  Judges'  decision,  the  dealers  gener- 
ally start  selling  again. 

10339.  Have  the  Judges'  decisions  been  delayed  in  some  cases  ? — Yes. 

10340.  And  while  waiting  you  could  not  very  well  go  on  with  the  other  prosecu- 
tions ? — No. 


WESTON  McAllister,  of  Calais,  Maine,  U.S.A.,  deposed  as  foUows  :— 
By  Judge  McDonald : 

10341.  What  is  your  occupation  or  calling  ? — I  keep  a  store  in  Calais. 

10342.  How  long  have  you  been  in  mercantile  business  there? — About  16  years. 

10343.  Ajid  have  resided  there  how  long? — Twenty -six  years.     I  have  been  work- 
ing there  for  32  years. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod  : 

10344.  You  have  knowledge,  I  presume,  of  the  working  and  effects  of  the  prohibi- 
tory law  in  Maine? — I  have. 

10345.  How  does  it  work  in  Calais  ? — We  consider  the  law  a  good  law,  and  it  works 
well  when  the  officers  do  their  duty. 
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103^6.  Sometimes  the  officers  are  not  as  diligent  as  at  other  times  ? — Generally  ao ; 
generally  officers  do  not  do  their  duty  without  some  organization  behind  them  to  push 
them  up  to  their  work. 

10347.  How  do  ypu  account  for  that  ? — From  political  influence. 

10348.  The  agitation  and  competition  between  the  parties  1 — Y^. 

10349.  What  sort  of  prganizations  do  you  have  behind  the  officers? — We  have  a 
Law  and  Order  League  and  the  W.C.T.U.  They  are  very  effective  in  Calais,  and  are 
prosecuting  their  work  well. 

10350.  How  do  they  bring  pressure  upon  the  officers  ? — By  finding  the  witnesses 
and  swearing  out  the  warrant**. 

10351.  Then  the  officers  go  on  with  the  prosecutions  ? — Yes. 

10352.  What  relation  have  the  municipal  authorities  to  the  officials ;  do  they 
appoint  them  ? — Yes  ;  they  appoint  the  Marshal  and  the  County  elects  the  Sheriff. 

10353.  Does  the  Council  give  instructions  to  its  officers . to  enforce  the  law?— 1 
think  they  do  in  a  general  way,  but  not  in  a  special  way. 

10354.  No  specific  instructions  ? — No  specific  instructions. 

10355.  How  is  the  law  worked  ? — At  present  there  are  a  large  number  of  proeeca- 
tions  being  carried  on  by  the  W.C.T.U. 

10356.  Are  prosecutions  generally  successful  ? — I  think  generally  they  are. 

10357.  Is  there  any  open  and  public  saJe  of  liquor  ? — No. 

10358.  It  is  illicit  and  secret  1-— Yes. 

10359.  What  class  of  men  are  engaged  in  the  sale  1 — We  term  them  our  lowest  class 
in  the  city. 

10360.  Have  you  knowledge  of  the  prohibitory  law  throughout  the  State  1—1  have 
a  general  knowledge,  but  very  little  from  observation. 

10361.  What  is  your  belief  as  to  the  operation  of  the  law,  taking  the  State  through  f 
— My  personal  belief  is  that  the  law  has  been  very  beneficial,  not  as  much  as  we  coiild 
hope  or  wish  for,  but  very  beneficial  indeed. 

10362.  In  what  way? — It  has  wiped  out,  with  few  exceptions,  the  liquor  shops  in 
our  towns ;  completely  wiped  out  all  the  distiUeries,  and  stopped  the  importation  of 
liquors  from  the  West  Indies. 

10363.  You  have  no  distilleries  ? — None  in  the  State  of  Maine. 

10364.  Is  the  sale  carried  on  chiefly  by  hotels  1 — There  are  three  hotels  in  the  city, 
and  it  is  generally  understood  there  is  no  liquor  sold  in  any  of  them. 

10365.  In  some  of  the  towns  and  cities,  I  suppose  it  is? — Yes,  in  the  largest  cities, 
such  as  Bangor,  Portland,  Lewiston,  Bath  and  Rockland,  it  is  more  or  less. 

10366.  Do  you  think  that  national  prohibition  would  be  better  than  State  prohibi- 
tion ? — I  do,  by  all  means. 

10367-68.  For  what  reason? — We  have  prohibition  in  Maine,  and  it  is  like  local 
option.  People  can  go  to  Massachusetts  and  buy  liquor,  and  if  it  were  stopped  in  Massa- 
chusetts it  would  be  bought  in  New  York ;  and  to-day  any  one  can  get  a  United  States 
license  to  sell  liquor  for  $20,  and  the  law  protects  him.  We  have  a  law  in  the  State  of 
Maine  that  the  possession  of  a  United  States  license  is  an  evidence  that  the  man  is  selling 
liquor.  The  Government  ordere  that  the  certificate  must  be  posted  up,  but  it  does  not 
protect  him  in  selling  the  liquor  against  the  State  authorities,  except  partially.  It  does 
not  give  him  authority  to  sell,  but  if  the  Federal  Government  gives  him  that  license,  and 
if  it  finds  a  man  selling  who  does  not  possess  that  license,  it  takes  him  to  Portland  and 
tries  him.  ' 

10369.  John  Brown,  living  in  Maine,  gets  from  the  United  States  Government  a 
license  for  $20  ;  what  is  the  good  of  it  to  him  ? — It  protects  him  against  the  United 
States  Government,  but  not  against  the  State. 

10370.  But  if  one  has  not  that  license,  does  the  United  States  Government  do  any- 
thing ? — Yes,  it  stops  any  sale. 

10371.  Otherwise,  the  State  authorities  must  do  it? — Yes. 

10372.  Do  you  know  this  :  In  Massachusetts,  where  they  have  licenses,  has  a 
licensee  to  get  authority  from  the  United  States  Government  ? — Yes,  in  the  form  of  an 
Internal  Revenue  license. 

Weston  McAllister. 
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10373.  Do  you  know  if  there  are  many  of  those  held  in  the  State  of  Maine? — I  am 
informed  there  are  quitfe  a  number. 

10374.  But  they  are  difficult  to  find?— Yes. 

10376.  Because  the  finding  of  one  is  prima  facie  evidence  of  violation  of  the  Maine 
law?— Yes. 

10376.  You  think  national  prohibition  would  be  beneficial  in  this :  Maine  being 
surrounded  by  States  where  there  is  not  the  same  law,  there  is  difficulty  in  enforcing 
this  law  ? — That  is  my  reason. 

10377.  The  Federal  license  is  a  tax  for  raising  revenue  for  the  Federal  Govern- 
ments— Yes,  I  understand  so. 

10378.  And  the  license  is  a  receipt  for  th^  payment  of  the  tax  1 — Yes  ;  we  have  a 
tobacco  license  on  the  same  principle. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

10379.  Do  I  understand  that  the  illicit  liquor  vendor  in  the  State  of  Maine  has  to 
run  the  gauntlet  of  the  United  States  officials  as  well  as  the  State  officials  ? — He  does, 
unless  he  has  this  license. 

10380.  And  this  internal  revenue  license  protects  him  against  the  Federal  authori- 
ties, but  not  against  the  State  authorities  ? — It  is  no  protection  whatever  against  the 
State. 

10381.  What  privilege  does  this  internal  revenue  receipt  give  him  ;  does  it  give 
him  permission  to  sell  by  wholesale,  or  retail,  or  both  j-  -There  is  a  retail  dealer's  license 
of  |20  and  a  wholesale  dealer's,  also — I  forget  the  amount. 

1038?.  The  people  who  iattempt  to  sell  are  under  the  ban  of  the  United  States  law, 
if  they  have  not  the  United  States  license,  and  under  the  ban  of  the  State  law  whether 
they  have  that  license  or  not  ? — Yes. 

10383.  You  think  that  a  national  prohibitory  law  would  be  more  easily  enforced, 
because  the  people  in  Maine  would  not  have  the  facilities  for  getting  liquor  from  the 
neighbouring  States,  such  as  Massachusetts  ? — Yfts,  that  is  one  reason. 

10384.  Would  that  be  effective  along  the  border  if  there  is  not  a  prohibitory  law 
here  also  ? — No.  I  think  there  is  all  the  necessity  of  having  it  in  Canada  also.  It  has 
been  a  detriment  to  us  in  Calaisj  that  our  citizens  could  come  over  here  and  get  liquor ; 
and  one  of  the  positions  our  liquor  men  have  taken  is,  that  all  the  money  spent  in  rum 
is  expended  in  St.  Stephen,  while  it  might  as  well  be  spent  in  Calais. 

10385.  Do  you  think  much  is  spent  in  St.  Stephen  by  Calais  men  for  rum  ? — I 
think  a  good  deal. 

10386.  Do  they  go  back  in  a  state  of  intoxication  ? — Not  much.  The  liquor  they 
drink  here  does  not  seem  to  have  much  effect  until  they  get  across  ;  they  take  it  back 
in  bottles. 

10387.  Are  the  arrests  from  drunkenness  increasing  or  decreasing  in  Calais  ? — I 
cannot  say.     The  Judge  of  the  court  can  tell  that. 

10388.  Do  you  require  these  adventitious  aids,  such  as  the  Law  and  Order  League 
and  Women's  Christian  Temperance  Union,  to  enforce  the  other  laws  of  your  State? — 
No. 

10389.  Only  the  prohibitory  law  ? — Yes. 

10390.  How  do  you  account  for  the  fact  that  the  prohibitory  law  requires  this 
special  aid  and  assistance  to  secure  its  partial  enforcement  ? — In  two  ways.  This  tem- 
perance law  has  been  a  law  of  gradual  growth.  It  is  only  30  or  40  years  since 
prohibition  was  started  in  the  State  of  Maine.  !^eople  are  gradually  learning  that 
temperance  is  the  better  thing.  It  is  not  a  law  like  that  against  stealing,  a  crime  against 
the  decalogue,  but  a  law  that  man  has  made.  So  the  thing  is  of  gradual  growth,  and  it 
is  a  question  in  the  minds  of  many  men  whether  they  are  going  too  far.  Then,  in  the 
second  place,  a  great  trouble  is  the  political  matter.  If  there  was  a  party  behind  this 
law,  we  have  not  a  doubt  the  law  would  be  carried  out  quite  fully. 

10391.  Do  the  members  of  the  Law  and  Order  League  belong  to  both  political 
parties  ? — They  do. 

10392.  Is  it  not  a  political  machine  itself] — Not  at  all. 
21—34 
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Does  it  exercise  its  influence  in  the  muiiicipal  elections  to  secure  the  election 

n  who  will  aid  in  the  enforcement  of  the  law  ? — Not  as  a  Ixxly,  but  as 

;hey  do. 

If  there  are  two  candidates  say  for  the  position  of  Mayor,  are  the  elections 

ical  lines  1 — Yes. 

How  do  the  Jj&y^  and  Order  League  exercise  any  influence  if  they  do  not 

nd  vote  for  the  man  who  is  most  likely  to  enforce  the  law  ? — The  Democrats 

cans  vote  each  for  their  own  party,  and  the  prohibitionists  vote  for  the  pro- 

mdidate. 

Do  the  Law  and  Order  League  vote  for  the  prohibitionist  candidate  ? — Xo ; 

their  political  views. 

And  afterwards  they  drop  them  in  order  to  enforce  the  law  ? — Yes. 

Are  you  a  member  of  the  Law  and  Order  League  ? — No. 

Of  any  temperance  organization  ? — No,  I  am  a  third  party  man. 

Is  that  what  you  call  a   '*  Mugwump  "  ? — No  ;  it  is  a  prohibitionist.    A 

"  is  a  man  who  votes  which  ever  way  lie  wants. 

Is  it  more  difficult  to  get  liquor  in  Portland  or  Old  Orchard  and  other  places 

ive  or  ten  years  ago  ? — I  do  not  think  there  is  any  more  rigid  enforcement 

sen  some  enforcement  in  Portland  and  in  that  county. 

That  is  because  of  some  local  reason  ?— Electing  a  temperance  Sheriff. 

Was  he  elected  on  the  prohibition  ticket  1 — No,  by  the  Republicans. 

Do  you  know  anything  about  New  Hampshire  1 — I  do  not. 

Is  there  a  prohibition  Act  there  ? — I  am  positive  there  is. 

Is  the  sale  of  liquor  prohibited  under  the  law  ? — Yes. 

And  the  manufacture  ? — Beer  is  manufactured. 

And  is  it  sold  ? — I  think  not. 

Is  there  a  distillery  there  ? — There  is  a  brewery  that  belongs  to  Frank  Jones, 

t  of  the  Boston  and  Maine  Railway. 

Is  all  the  beer  there  manufactured  by  him  ? — I  do  not  know. 

Are  there  any  saloons  in  Manchester  1 — I  do  not  know,  but  I  do  not  doubt 

So  the  prohibitory  law  in  New  Hampshire  did  not  prohibit  there  ? — Not 

Have  the  police  records  exhibited  a  better  condition  of  things  gradually 
year  in  Calais  owing  to  the  growth  of  this  temperance  sentiment  and  the 
ion  of  the  younger  people  in  temperance  principles  1 — I  could  not  tell  you 

Mr,  GigauU  : 

Do  druggists  sell  liquor  in  Calais  ? — They  are  not  allowed  to  do  so,   and  I 

o  not. 

Are  not  liquors  used  for  medicinal  purposes  ? — Druggists  are  allowed  to  use 

ipounding  medicines,  but  not  to  be  sold  separately. 

Do  not  physicians  use  liquors  for  medicinal  purposes  1 — They  do. 

Are  they  allowed  to  sell  them  ? — They  are  not. 

Then  how  can  they  use  them  1 — From  Calais  we  come  over  hpre  to  St.  Stephen 

a. 

Where  do  they  get  them  ? — From  the  licensed  drug  stores. 

Is  there  a  brewery  in  the  State  of  Maine  ? — There  is  not. 

Are  you  sure  there  is  not  ? — I  am  sure  there  is  not,  as  well  as  I  can  be  sure 

I  have  no  doubt  of  it. 
Do  you  see  very  often  persons  under  the  influence  of  liquor  in  Calais  % — I  do. 
Every  day  ?— I  should  say  not.     I  saw  one  yesterday.     I  have  not  seen  any 
asionally  I  see  them. 

Is  there  not  more  drunkenness  on  the  eve  of  elections  ? — There  is. 
Is  drunkenness  favoured  by  political  parties  1 — The  law  is  very  lax  about 

ON  McAllister. 
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By  Judge  McDonald  : 

10426.  In  order  to  obtain  national  prohibition  you  have  to  get  the  Federal  Legisla- 
ture and  Executive  both  favourable  to  it  ? — Yes. 

10427.  But  the  State  of  Maine  by  about  three-fourths  to  one-fourth  carried  the 
constitutional  amendment  ? — Yes,  three  to  one. 

10428.  When  the  State  of  Maine  has  the  opportunity  at  the  election  to  vote  for  a 
prohibitionist  candidate  for  President,  does  the  Prohibitionist  party  carr/  its  man  for 
the  electoral  college  ? — No. 

10429.  It  has  not  done  so  at  any  time  ? — No. 

10430.  Then  tlie  three-fourths  having  been  in  favour  of  prohibition,  the  inference 
is  that  they  must  allow  their  party  views  to  interfere  with  their  voting  for  prohibitionist 
candidates  1 — Yes,  that  is  the  practical  outcome  of  the  vote. 

10431.  The  same  thing  occurs  in  your  local  elections  ? — Just  the  same. 

10432.  Has  that  always  been  the  way? — The  Prohibition  party  is  a  new  party, 
starting  in  1876  with  5,000  votes  in  the  whole  of  the  United  States,  and  it  had  about 
a  quarter  of  a  million  votes  at  the  last  election. 

10433.  Is  there  anything  to  prevent  the  people  with  strong  temperance  and  pro- 
hibition sentiments  adhering  to  their  own  party,  seeing  that  both  parties  put  up 
prohibitionists  as  candidates  ? — I  do  not  know  of  anything,  and  I  wonder  they  do  not. 

10434.  It  is  inexplicable  to  you  that  they  do  not? — Yes,  it  is. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod: 

10435.  Are  the  majority  of  Republican  and  Democratic  candidates  avowedly 
opposed  to  prohibition,  or  only  to  the  third  party  movement  ? — I  think  only  to  the  third 
party  movement.  The  Republicans  are  in  a  large  majority  in  the  State,  but  they  fear 
the  third  party  movement  will  weaken  that  majority. 

10436.  If  all  the  candidates  of  "the  Republican  and  Democratic  parties  were 
avowedly  against  prohibition,  would  they  be  elected  ? — They  would  not,  in  my  judgment. 

10437.  They  claim  to  be  in  favour  of  prohibition  ? — They  do. 

10438.  But  they  object  to  the.  third  party,  and  say  that  hinders  instead  of  forwards* 
the  prohibition  movement  ? — That  is  so. 

10439.  The  reason  why  the  prohibition  candidates  are  not  successful  ought  not  to^ 
be  understood  as  showing  the  feeling  of  the  people  against  prohibition  ? — The  Republican 
party  claim  to  be  the  proljibition  party  in  the  Stat«  of  Maine,  and  hold  that  there 
should  be  no  third  party ;  and  the  third  party  say  :    You  have  given  us  the  laws,  but 
you  do  not  carry  them  out. 

By  Judge  McDoncdd  : 

10440.  As  men  of  both  parties  pledge  themselves  in  this  way  and  do  not  carry  out 
the  laws,  are  they  thrown  out  the  next  time? — No. 

10441.  Why  not? — In  Calais  we  elected  a  whole  temperance  ticket.  They  appoint 
officers,  and  say  this  law  must  be  carried  out.  You  ask  an  officer  why  he  does  not  carry 
it  out,  and  he  says  :  Show  me  where  they  sell  rum  and  I  will  carry  it  out.  So  we 
have  to  go  there  and  get  the  witnesses,  and  then  it  is  difficult  to  get  the  officers  to  carry 
it  out. 

10442.  Do  you  find  the  same  difficulty  with  your  officers  in  regard  to  the  ordinary 
laws  ? — We  do  not. 

10443.  Is  it  the  same  there  as  here,  that  it  is  looked  upon  as  a  separate  question? 
— That  is  one  reason,  and  another  is,  that  the  liquor  men  are  united,  and  their  friends 
who  drink  are  united,  and  it  is  money  in  their  pockets. 

10444.  They  stand  solid  without  regard  to  party  ? — Yes,  unless  there  is  a  majority, 
say,  of  the  Republican  party ;  then  they  vote  for  the  party  in  power,  because  they  think 
they  will  have  a  little  pull. 

10445.  Could  the  Republican  party  in  Calais  obtain  the  return  of  their  candidate 
without  the  aid  of  these  people  ? — Without  any  difficulty. 

10446.  And  could  not  the  Prohibitionist  party  support  the  Republican  party  in 
this  way  ? — Yes. 
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aine,  what  was  the  vote  for   the  Prohibitionist  candidate? — 3,000 

was  the  total  vote  ? — I  do  not  remember. 

Dr.  McLeod: 

do  not  understand  that  as  the  strength  of  the  Prohibition  people  ?— 
ty. 

Clarke  : 

3  Republican  party  is  the  temperance  party,  are  you  not  taking  away 
a  by  forming  this  third  party  1  Would  not  you  find  it  better  to  iden- 
h  one  of  the  parties  in  the  State,  instead  of  holding  aloof  and  polling 
es  in  the  whole  State  1 — The  temperance  people  of  the  United  States 
)r  thirty  or  forty  years,  and  from  time  to  time  they  thought  that  the 
were  the  temperance  party  of  the  nation,  and  would  do  what  they 
Republican  party  found  that  the  liquor  men,  the  brewers,  and  that 
Ihe  greater  body  and  power  and  they  would  do  better  with  their 
he  meantime  the  temperance  men  had  been  gradually  voting 
ley  found  it  was  no  use  ;  and  that  in  order  to  make  this  law  a  successful 
make  the  temperance  movement  properly  successful,  there  must  be  a 
st  as  the  Republican  party  was  founded  on  the  anti-slkvery  cry,  and 
mtil  it  carried  the  country.  Then  followed  the  war.  We  claim  we 
behind  these  laws  that  will  wipe  out  the  Government  tax  of  90  cents 
whisky  and  prevent  its  importation,  and  we  then  shall  be  able  to 
itory  measure  successfully  throughout  the  country, 
be  claims  of  the  prohibition  party  presented  to  the  country  generally  ? 
tiot  elect  a  candidate  within  10  or  15  years,  I  hope.  We  claim  that 
;he  people  ;  that  is  really  what  we  are  doing. 

you  ever  been  the  candidate  of  the  Third  Party  for  any  office  ] — Yes. 
lais  ?— Yes. 

J  McDonald: 

)ose  there  is  fear  on  the  part  of  many  that  action  on  the  part  of  the 
might  not  secure  their  own  success,  but  that  of  their  opponents  ? — 
n  the  Republicans  take  in  the  south  and  the^Democrats  take  the  same 
th. 


J.  ROUNDS,  of  Calais,  Maine,  U.S.A.,  Judge  of  the  Municipal  Court 
as  follows  : — 

e  McDonald : 

ou  a  member  of  the  legal  profession  ? — Yes. 

long  have  you  been  Judge  of  the  Municipal  Court  of  Calais? — Seven 

is  the  jurisdiction  of  that  Court  ? — It  has  a  special  jurisdiction  given 
'eating  the  Court .  It  has  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the  Supreme 
.  In  civil  matters  it  has  the  same  jurisdiction  as  Justices  in  the 
rrent  jurisdiction  with  the  Supreme  Court  in  regard  to  cases  from  320 

)Ose  you  have  jurisdiction  over  offences  against  the  municipality? — 
jurisdiction  over   offences   against   the   by-laws   and  ordinances  of 

cAllister. 
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10459.  The  Maine  law,  which  is  a  prohibitory  law,  is  in  force  in  Ca 
stand  ? — It  is  the  law  of  the  State,  and  is  the  same  throughout  the  State, 
the  State  has  any  exception  in  regard  to  the  liquor  question  ;  the  whole  Si 
the  Maine  law. 

10460.  There  are  no  local  laws  ? — No  local  laws  or  ordinances  touchin 

10461.  Is  Calais  a  city  ?— Yes. 

10462.  What  is  the  population  ?— About  7,000. 

10463.  Is  there  a  Mayor  and  also  a  Council  ? — There  is  a  Mayor  anc 
Aldermen. 

10464.  Are  they  elected  by  wards  or  for  the  whole  city  ? — The  alderm< 
by  wards,  one  for  each  ward. 

10465.  Are  cases  of  infringement  of  the  Maine  liquor  law  tried  by  yo 

10466.  And  also  cases  of  drunkenness  and  disorderly  conduct  1 — All  < 
are  tried  before  me.  All  crimes  are  tried  before  me  originally,  but  the  par 
right  to  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court. 

10467.  Do  you  take  the  investigation  in  cases  that  are  returned  fc 
higher  court  ? — I  am  forbidden  by  the  Court  to  appear  in  cases  that  go  fro 

10468.  Would  a  case  of  murder  be  tiied  by  you  ? — It  would  original! 
rather  it  would  be  investigated,  not  tried. 

10469.  There  would  be  a  preliminary  investigation  as  to  whether  the 
l>e  pub  on  trial  ? — Yes. 

10470.  Have  you  much  drunkenness  in  Calais  ? — Considerable. 

10471.  Are  there  many  persons  convicted  ?— Nearly  all  who  are  tr 
victed. 

10472.  Are  some  people  who  are  drunk  allowed  to  go  home  ? — The  ge 
standing  between  myself  and  the  officer  is,  that  if  a  man  is  pointing  home\ 
towards  his  home,  and  is  not  likely  to  do  any  damage,  he  is  allowed  to  go 
in  such  a  condition  that  he  is  likely  to  do  damage,  he  is  arrested  and 
tried. 

10473.  And  later  he  has  the  option  of  paying  a  fine  or  going  to  pris 
imprisonment  at  my  discretion. 

10474.*  Have  you  any  means  of  knowing  where  the  person  so  convictec 
ness  got  the  liquor  on  which  he  got  drunk  ?. — I  have  no  absolute  means 
Everybody  tried  before  me  says  he  got  it  at  St.  Stephen. 

10475.  Have  you  many  persons  who  are  frequently  convicted  of  dn 
We  have  quite  a  number.  I  have  a  list  of  them,  and  I  put  them  under  I 
the  peace,  in  addition  to  the  other  punishment,  and  that  has  had  the  effect 
the  number.  I  add  that  to  the  othor  punishment,  and  if  a  man  cannot  ge 
he  has  to  go  to  prison  to  serve  out  the  punishment. 

10476.  Then  you  have  in  your  court  also  the  trial  of  cases  under  wha 
the  Maine  liquor  law  ?— Yes,  all  in  Calais,  and  I  have  jurisdiction  throughoui 
County. 

'  By  Mr.   GigauJt  : 

10477.  Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  explain  to  the  Commissioners  the 
of  the  Maine  prohibitory  law  ? — There  are  four  common  crimes  that  come  i 
as  often  as  the  other.  There  is  search  and  seizure.  That  class  of  cases 
think  liquors  may  be  kept  in  secret.  We  issue  a  warrant  to  search  and  se 
are  found,  and  found  under  circumstances  that  would  indicate  that  thfey 
sale — the  penalty  in  each  case  is  $100  fine,  and  in  addition  sixty  days'  ii 
If  the  party  fails  to  pay  the  fine,  there  are  sixty  days'  additional  imprison 
if  it  is  a  second  offence,  I  think  it  is  about  double,  but  I  forget  the  exa 
warrant  has  to  be  sworn  out,  charging  it  as  a  second  offence,  when  the  cha 
Then  we  have  single  sale.  Single  sale  is  where  any  kind  of  liquor  is  sold 
tity  or  at  any  place  under  circumstances  stated.  That  includes  distilh 
porter,  wine  and  strong  beer  of  any  kind.  The  penalty  for  that  oflfence  is 
less  than  $50  and  costs,  and  thirty  days'  imprisonment  in  addition.     If  tl 


Digitized  by 


Google 


534  ROYAL  CJOMMISSION   ON  THE   LIQUOR  TRAFFIC. 

to  pay  the  fine  and  costs,  thirty  days'  imprisonment  are  added.  Then  we  have  another 
crime  that  is  called  drinking  house  and  tipplins:  shop.  Drinking  hous^  and  tippling 
shop  is  where  a  quantity  of  liquor  is  bought  and  drank  on  the  premises.  One  glass  is 
sufficient,  and  one  sale  is  sufficient  to  convict.  If  ^t  is  drank  on  the  premises,  that  is 
sufficient  to  make  a  drinking  house  and  tippling  shop  offence.  The  fine  is  SlOO  and 
costs  and  sixty  days'  imprisonment.  If  the  party  fails  to  pay,  there  are  sixty  days'  im- 
prisonment more  ;  and  the  penalty  is  nearly  double  for  the  second  offence.  Then 
we  have  in  addition,  common  seller  of  intoxicating  liquors.  These  are  all  technical, 
phrases,  but  they  have  distinct  meanings  under  our  law  and  by  decisions.  Common 
seller  is  where  he  sells — the  law  says,  commonly  ;  but  it  has  been  determined  that  two 
or  more  sales  are  sufficient  to  make  a  common  seller,  and  anywhere,  no  matter  where,  if 
a  party  has  sold  twice  or  more  times,  he  is  chargeable  with  this  offence.  The  penalty  is 
about  the  same  as  for  drinking  house  and  tippling  shop,  $100  fine  and  costs  and  sixty 
days  imprisonment,  and  if  there  is  a  failure  to  pay  the  fine,  sixty  days  in  addition. 
The  above  is  doubled  on  a  second  offence.  These  are  the  four  common  crimes:  single 
sale,  drinking  house  and  tippling  shop,  common  seller  and  search  and  seizure.  Of  course 
we  have  penalties  against  the  manufacture,  and  in  that  respect  I  think  the  law  has 
absolutely  accomplished  its  purpose  ;  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  manufacture  of  liquor 
in  the  State  of  Maine. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

10478.  Do  you  suppose  there  are  in  the  rural  districts  any  illicit  stills  ? — I  do  not 
think  there  is  one  in  the  State  of  Maine.  In  the  State  of  Maine  it  is  too  difficult  to 
get  into  the  forest  to  make  liquor  there.  I  do  not  believe  there  ape  any  distilleries  in  the 
State  of  Maine  ;  I  do  not  think  there  have  been  any  for  a  long  time.  The  law  provides 
for  an  agency  in  each  town,  where  liquor  is  sold  for  medicinal  and  mechanical  purposes. 

10479.  What  authority  gives  the  license  for  the  sale  for  medicinal  and  mechanical 
■  purposes  ?  -The  Agent  i^  put  under  heavy  bonds,  and  he  must  sell  only  for  medicinal  or 

for  mechanical  purposes. 

10480.  Who  authorizes  him  ? — The  town  and  city  authorities,  the  municipal 
officers  of  the  different  localities. 

10481.  Is  he  restricted  as  to  the  quantity  he  can  have  on  hand  at  any  one  time?— 
That  Js  furnished  by  the  State  Agent.  The  State  Agent  supplies  the  different  town 
agents,  fle  also  is  under  heavy  bonds,  and  the  liquors  must  be  properly  analysed  to 
ascertain  they  are  what  they  purport  to  be. 

10482.  That  they  are  pure?— Yes. 

10483.  From  your  experience,  are  you  able  to  state  whether  the  liquors  that  are 
consumed  by  those  people  who  get  drunk  are  of  an  adulterated  character,  and  bad  \—\ 
only  hear  in  court  the  general  expression  that  the  liquors  are  bad: 

10484.  We  have  had  some  evidence  before  this  Commission  to  the  effect  that 
instead  of  men  becoming  drunk,  they  often  become  paralyzed  with  liquor  ? — I  also  hear 
that  statement.     I  do  not  know  the  fact,  but  I  hear  it  alleged  that  the  li(iuors  are  bad. 

10485.  When  a  man  goes  to  the  local  Agent,  does  he  take  any  authority  with  him 
from  a  Magistrate  or  anybody  else  ? — No. 

10486.  Has  he  the  right  to  judge  whether  he  should  have  the  liquor  or  not?— No. 
A  great  many  people  in  those  cases  carry  a  certificate  from  a  doctor  when  they  want  itv 
If  the  party  is  known,  the  Agent  lets  him  have  it  without  any  question. 

10487.  Is  he  restricted  as  to  the  quantity  he  sells  to  the  party  ? — Not  at  all,  notiu 
a  general  way.  If  a  man  should  ask  for  two  or  three  gallons,  the  Agent  would  know  he 
wanted  it  for  some  other  purpose. 

10488.  Do  you  observe  in  the  prosecution  of  cases  which  come  before  you  for 
breaches  of  the  law,  what  has  been  spoken  of  to-day  as  want  of  memory  on  the  part  of 
witnesses  ?  —There  is  a  great  absence  of  memory.  It  is  difficult  to  get  witnesses  who 
will  remember  the  facts,  and  their  memories  seem  to  be  very  poor. 

10489.  As  to  times  and  as  to  what  they  take  ? — ^Yes. 

10490.  Do  you  find  a  greater  degree  of  that  failure  of  memory  in  liquor  cases  than 
in  other  cases  you  have  tried  ? — I  think  there  is  more  loss  of  memory  in  liquor  cases 
than  in  other  cases. 

Charles  B.  Rounds. 
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10491.  Are  inaiiy  evasions  resorted  to  by  persons  to  get  around  the  law,  according 
to  proofs  that  come  before  you  ? — Every  device  is  used  to  avoid  being  known.  The 
penalty  of  liquor  selling  is  imprisonment  for  even  the  first  offence,  in  our  State,  and 
sellers  use  every  means  known  to  hide  their  places,  and  I  think  they  use  every  means 
they  can  in  dealing  with  the  witnesses.     All  the  arts  men  of  that  kind  can  use,  they  use. 

10492.  Are  you  troubled  with  strangers,  who  are  unknown  in  the  place,  coming  in 
and  selling  ? — Not  many. 

10493.  Police  officers  have  stated  before  this  Commission  that  in  some  towns  on 
this  side  of  the  border  strangers  have  come  in  and  acted  as  bar-keepers,  whose  names 
have  been  unknown,  and  who  have  had  to  be  prosecuted  without  a  name  ? — We  have 
had  a  few  of  such  cases  ;  but  the  parties  are  pretty  well  known. 

10494.  Do  you  find  intermediaries  are  used  in  regard  to  sales  ? — I  think  that  has 
been  done,  but  not  very  generally  in  our  town.  This  plan  is  more  followed  :  If  a 
stranger  comes  into  town,  he  will  inquire  from  some  person  as  to  where  he  can  get 
liquor,  and  he  will  probably  be  told. 

10495.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  much  liquor  goes  from  St.  Stephen  in 
packages  to  Calais  ? — I  think  there  is  more  or  less  purchased  in  bottles  and  taken  over. 
The  trouble  here  is,  and  I  presume  it  is  the  same  at  St.  Stephen,  that  they  sell  more 
freely  to  people  from  Calais,  knowing  that  they  are  going  right  across  the  line  and  can- 
not be  used  as  witnesses.     I  presume  sellers  here  are  not  free  in  that  way. 

10496.  Under  our  present  local  prohibitory  law  in  the  county  the  penalty  for  the 
first  offence  is  ?50  fine,  for  the  second  offence  $100  fine,  and  for  the  third  offence  impri- 
sonment without  option  of  a  fine.  From  your  experience  in  the  administration  of  the 
Maine  law,  do  you  think  adding  imprisonment  as  a  penalty  to  the  first  and  second 
offence  in  addition  to  the  fine  would  make  the  Act  more  workable  1 — I  think  it  has  not 
been  so  thoroughly  enforced  under  imprisonment  for  the  first  offence  as  it  was  before. 
I  talked  the  matter  over  with  two  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court.  They  told  me 
they  found  difficulty  with  juries  in  regard  to  obtaining  convictions  for  first  offences,  the* 
juries  now  finding  excuses  to  let  off  tlie  parties,  which  they  did  not  do  before. 

10496a.  Is  that  because  of  the  penalty  or  imprisonment  ? — It  is  said  to  be  because 
there  is  now  imprisonment  for  the  first  offence,  and  the  juries  thought  it  too  severe.  To 
the  common  mind  that  penalty  is  too  severe  for  the  first  offence.  Judge  Libby,  one 
of  the  Judges  of  our  Supreme  Bench,  said  he  found  considerable  difficulty,  and  that 
whereas  he  could  get  convections  without  any  difficulty  formerly,  he  now  found  juries 
hesitated  about  rendering  them  in  cases  of  first  offence. 

10497.  Taking  your  experience  as  a  whole,  allowing  for  this  lack  of  memory  on  the 
pai*t  of  witnesses  and  so  on,  do  you  think  the  law  is  well  enforced  with  you  ? — The  law 
Ls  well  enforced  whenever  they  choose  to  enforce  it,  when  either  officers  or  people  choose 
to  do  so. 

10498.  Have  you  Inspectors  besides  police  officers? — We  have  no  Inspectors. 

10499.  Does  the  enforcement  of  the  law  rest  with  the  ordinary  police  / — The  law  of 
our  State  is,  that  the  municipal  officers  are  bound  to  enforce  it,  under  their  oath. 

1 0500.  What  do  you  mean  by  municipal  officers  1 — They  are  select-men  in  the  towns  ; 
under  the  old  system  of  Maine  the^e  are  select-men  for  the  towns.  Then  in  the  cities, 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  with  the  ^Mayor,  become  the  municipal  officers.  The  old  law 
wa.s  that  the  select- men  of  the  towns  and  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the  cities  should 
enforce  the  law,  with  the  constables  and  Marshals.  That  law  remains  to-day  in  force. 
Then  there  has  been  a  special  la  w  that  the  Sheriff  and  deputies  should  personally  enforce 
that  law,  that  the  duty  should  be  a  special  one  with  them. 

10501.  Are  there  any  difficulties  in  the  way  of  those  officers  doing  the  work  the  law 
intends  them  to  perform  ;  do  you  find  they  do  their  duty  in  these  matters  ? — They  do  not 
make  it  a  special  duty,  as  the  strict  temperance  men  ask.  For  instiince,  as  regards  the 
Mayor  and  Aldermen,  they  make  this  law  the  same  as  any  other  Jaw.  They  say  to  the 
Marshal :  You  must  enforce  this  law  ;  if  complaints  come,  you  must  enforce  the  law.  I 
have  been  Judge  of  the  Court  for  about  eight  years,  and  I  do  not  know  that  the  city 
government  has  ever  made  a  complaint ;  the  Marshal  and  his  deputies  have  made  them. 
The  Law  and  Order  League  has  made  the  most  effectual  raids  on  the  sellers. 

1 0502.  Is  that  a  voluntary  body  ? — Yes. 
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10505.  How  do  they  meet  theii>own  expenses? — They  raise  a  fund  themsehes. 

10504.  Their  work  is  done  by  voluntary  eflPort  ?^-They  raise  the  money  they  require 
by  subscription. 

10505.  Is  the  Women's  Christian  Temperance  Union  a  potent  agency  1 — It  has  only 
been  organized  about  six  months  in  Calais,  but  its  members  are  now  making  complaints 
and  enforcing  the  law.     We  have  several  complaints  on  hand  now. 

10506.  Do  you  find,  in  regard  to  other  laws,  that  outside  agencies  have  to  be 
employed,  a  Law  and  Order  League  and  ladies  taking  it  upon  themselves  to  see  that  the 
law  is  enforced  ? — No,  it  is  not  so  in  other  cases. 

10507.  As  a  professional  man  and  a  learned  Judge  of  experience,  may  I  ask  you,  to 
what  do  you  attribute  the  difference  between  this  law  and  other  laws  ? — There  is  the 
appetite  that  calls  for  gratification  in  some  persons,  and  there  is  the  strong  desire  for 
gain  in  those  who  sell.  Moreover,  they  sell  secretly ;  they  keep  out  of  the  way  and 
seek  to  evade  the  law.  One  of  the  Law  and  Order  League  told  me  yesterday  that  on 
this  river — I  will  not  speak  of  St.  Stephen,  but  of  Calais — there  are  quite  a  number  of 
persons  who  do  some  smuggling,  and  these  offenders  are  threatened  by  the  League. 

10508.  Is  your  law  such  that  if  a  citizen  choases  to  go  to  Boston  and  buy  a  cask  of 
wine,  or  a  box  of  bottles  of  ale  for  home  consumption,  he  can  do  so  ? — Our  law  does  not 
touch  the  personal  use  of  intoxicating  liquors.  A  man  can  go  to  Boston  and  purchase 
a  case  of  liquor  and  bring  it  to  Calais,  and  take  it  to  his  home  and  use  it  at  his  own 
table.     There  is  nothing  in  our  law  to  interfere  with  it. 

10509.  Practically,  has  it  not  this  effect,  that  the  man  who  is  wealthy  and  can 
afford  to  buy  wine  in  Montreal  or  Boston,  is  placed  in  a  position  of  advantage  over  the 
man  of  small  means,  who  cannot  do  so  ? — He  has  the  advantage  that  wealth  always 
gives.     I  think  that,  practically,  the  wealthy  do  not  get  as  much  liquor  as  the  poor. 

10510.  Perhaps  the  wealthy  are  the  parties  who  are  really  anxious  to  have  the  law 
enforced  ?— My  idea  is  that  the  wealthy  in  this  State,  as  a  rule,  do  not  use  liquor ;  it  is 
more  largely  used  by  men  of  small  means. 

10511.  Do  you  know  whether  the  fact  that  there  is  a  prohibitory  law  forbidding 
the  sale  of  licjuor,  is  an  inducement  to  some  people  to  seek  to  obtain  it  ? — That  may  be 
the  case  to  some  extent.  There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  a  man  less  strongly  desires 
anything  for  which  he  has  a  strong  appetite,  such  as  licjuor,  if  it  is  placed  beyond  hb 
reach  ;  his  desire  for  it  is  much  less  when  it  is  out  of  his  way.  A  member  of  the  tem- 
perance society,  who  had  been  a  drinker  at  Calais,  told  me  that  during  the  time  he  was 
a  drinker,  if  liquor  was  in  his  cellar,  his  appetite  was  strongly  urging  him  to  the  cellar. 
If  liquor  was  out  of  the  way,  he  did  not  think  about  it.  The  general  opinion  of  people  of 
this  State  is,  that  if  liquor  was  absolutely  out  of  the  way,  and  those  who  have  an  appetite 
for  it  could   not  find  it,  their  thoughts  would  run  on  s  )mething  else. 

10512.  So  you  think  there  is  an  advantage  in  prohibition,  in  that  it  removes 
temptation  1 — I  have  no  doubt  that  the  prohibitory  law  has  a  wonderful  influence  in 
that  way,  because  even  if  it  failed  to  some  extent  as  regards  enforcement  in  some 
cities,  there  is  no  longer  the  bar  in  front  of  the  hotel,  and  if  liquor  is  sold,  it  is  in  the 
back,  and  some  out-of-the-way  place. 

10513.  The  Commissioners  have  been  told  that  in  Portland  it  is  sold  openly  ?— I 
do  not  think  it  is  openly  sold  in  Maine,  that  there  are  bars  where  a  person  can  get 
liquor,  or  that  in  any  places  you  can  see  bars.  It  is  sold  secretly,  and  in  some  back,  out- 
of-the-way  place. 

10514.  If  it  is  sold  more  freely  in  some  towns  than  in  others,  to  what  do  you 
attribute  that  difference  ? — To  the  fact  that  the  people  have  actjuiesced.  For 
instance,  at  Bangor,  the  Republican  Sheriff,  some  years  ago,  enforced  the  law  strictly. 
At  the  next  election  a  Democratic  Sheriff  was  elected,  and  the  tendency  of  that  change 
was  to  allow  the  men  to  sell,  and  the  law  not  to  be  enforced.  Both  parties  were  some- 
what afraid  to  lose  votes  on  the  question.  Perhaps,  as  has  been  said  regarding  some 
political  questions  here,  in  the  State  of  !Maine  both  political  parties  for  the  last  fifteen 
years,  until  I  think  this  year,  have  in  the  resolutions  adopted  at  their  State  Con- 
ventions endorsed,  or  if  they  have  not  endorsed,  they  have  not  opposed  the  Maine  liquor 
law.     There  were  too  many  in  both  parties  who  were  temperance  men,  for  the  parties  to 
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do  anything  else  ;  there  was  a  large  body  in  the  Democratic  party,  and  a  large  body  in 
the  Republican  party  who  would  not  vote  for  the  party  if  it  opposed  the  prohibitory 
principle  in  our  State.  I  think  this  year  the  Democratic  party  has  placed  in  its  plat- 
form a  resolution  for  what  they  call  a  re-submission  of  the  constitutional  amendment 
prohibiting  the  sale. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

10515.  Had  the  law,  when  it  was  originally  enacted,  the  several  provisions  you 
have  mentioned,  with  the  penalties  as  they  exist  now  1 — The  law  has  been  in  force  over 
thirty  years  and  has  been  constantly  what  they  call  improved  ;  I  think  there  have  been 
as  many  as  twenty  changes.  -At  first  the  provisions  were  not  the  same  as  they  are  now, 
and  there  has  been  a  gradual  growth  in  the  direction  of  restriction. 

10516.  Have  those  changes  been  in  the  direction  of  greater  severity? — Yes,  of 
greater  severity  as  regards  punishment  of  the  crime. 

10517.  Have  the  provisions  been  changed  so  as  to  render  convictions  more  easily 
obtained  ? — Yes,  until  the  last  amendment  making  the  punishment  imprisonment  for 
the  first  oflfence. 

105,18.  Do  you  remember  Calais  under  a  license  law?  -I  do  not.  When  I  went 
there  the  prohibition  law  was  in  force. 

10519.  Have  you  lived  at  any  time  where  license  prevailed? — At  Auburn,  in  Maine 
where  I  came  from.  I  do  not  remember  exactly  what  law  was  in  force,  but  I  think  it 
was  a  license  Jaw  ;  at  all  events,  liquor  was  sold  and  Aised  freely. 

10520.  You  have  no  distinct  recollection  of  living  in  a  community  where  the  trade 
was  licensed  ? — It  was  licensed  there,  or  at  all  events  liquor  was  sold  freely  at  every 
grocery  store,  and  it  was  used  at  every  raising  and  among  friends,  and  at  all  meet- 
ings among  different  persons. 

10521.  What  was  the  condition  of  that  place  compared  with  that  of  CalaL*?  under 
the  prohibitory  law,  as  you  enforce  it  ? — The  condition  of  Calais  is  a  great  deal  better. 

10522.  Do  you  think  that  is  attributable  to  the  enforcement  of  tne  law  ?  Yes. 
No  doubt  this  law  has  made  a  wonderful  improvement  in  the  State  of  Maine.  You  can 
hear  loud  talk  to  the  effect  there  is  as  much  i  um  drank  as  there  ever  was  drank  in  Maine. 
You  will  hear  that  right  through  the  State.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  one-quarter  of 
the  liquor  drank  in  Maine  there  was  formerly  ;  I  mean  in  proportion  to  the  quantity 
under  the  free  sale  of  liquor,  and  such  it  would  be  to-day  if  the  State  were  under  license. 

10523.  Have  you  had  any  experience  as  a  prosecuting  officer? — I  was  seven  years 
prosecuting  officer  for  Washington  County. 

10524.  Did  you  find  particular  difficulty  then  in  prosecuting  violators  of  the  pro- 
hibitory law  ? — We  found  some  difficulty,  the  same  difficulty  as  we  would  find  in  pro- 
secuting case^  for  smuggling. 

10525.  Did  you  find  that  any  proportion  of  the  cases  of  crime  were  attributable  to 
such  drink  as  was  had  in  an  illicit  way  ? — A  large  proportion  of  the  crime  was  connected 
with  the  sale  of  liquor. 

10526.  Did  you  find  that  in  proportion  as  the  law  was  thoroughly  well  enforced, 
certain  crimes  diminished  ? — I  found  that  as  prosecuting  attorney,  and  I  find  it  now. 
We  find  it  right  here  on  the  river.  When  every  liquor  shop  in  Calais  and  St.  Stephen 
is  closed  up  there  will  then  be  not  one  quarter  of  the  crime,  not  one-quarter  of  the  cases 
that  come  before  my  court  now. 

10527.  You  spoke  about  the  City  Agent  and  others  in  communities  who  sold  liquor 
purchased  from  the  State  Agent.  Do  you  believe  these  officials  observe  the  law  ? — The 
City  Agents  frequently  violate  the  law. 

10528.  Are  they  prosecuted? — Sometimes  they  are  prosecuted.  J  recollect  there 
was  an  amendment  made  in  the  law  in  that  regard,  when  I  was  in  office.  These  Af.ents 
go  behind  the  law  to  some  extent,  but  it  is  better  than  free  sale. 

10529.  Are  these  Agents  sometimes  removed  because  they  have  violated  the  law  ? 
— Yes,  they  are  sometimes. 

10530.  Are  you  an  elected  officer? — I  am  appointed  by  the  Governor  of  the  State. 

10531.  Are  your  police  also  appointed? — The  police  are  elected  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen ;  you  might  call  it  an  appointment,  although  they  are  elected  by  the  Board. 
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10532.  If  the  composition  of  the  Board  changes,  the  police  change  sometimes  ^- 
Yes,  sometimes.     Our  Marshal  has  been  three  or  four  years  in  office,  I  think. 

10533.  Have  you  any  opinion  as  to  whether  officials' appointed  independently  of 
local  and  political  influences  would  better  discharge  this  duty  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  so. 
When  responsibility  is  placed  on  regular  officers  and  they  do  not  carry  out  their  duties, 
they  are  subject  to  removal.  I  think  one  set  of  officers  to  enforce  the  law  is  better  than 
two  sets  or  more. 

10534.  If  the  officers  for  the  enforcement  of  the  law  were  appointed  independently 
of  the  struggle  between  two  or  three  parties  in  the  locality,  do  you  think  they  would 
be  more  disposed,  being  free  from  local  influences,  to  enforce  the  law  ? — It  might  be  so. 
But  the  law  has  to  be  carried  out  by  men  who  know  the  town  and  the  secret  places  in 
the  town,  it  must  be  carried  out  by  men  who  live  there.  Any  stranger  coming  to 
Calais  would  stand  a  very  poor  chance  to  find  out  anything.  The  regular  officer  would 
go  to  places  where  a  stranger  would  not. 

10535.  Is  the  State  very  prosperous  ? — I  should  say  it  was. 

10536.  Does  it  compare  favourably  with  its  sister  States? — I  should  say  so. 

10537.  Do  you  attribute  that  prosperity  and  the  degree  of  peace  that  prevails 
throughout  its  borders  in  any  degree  to  the  prohibitory  law  ? — I  think  it  has  had  an 
influence  for  the  advantage  of  the  State. 

10538.  The  law  is,  of  course,  violated,  as  all  laws  are  violated  ;  but  do  you  think, 
in  spite  of  the  violation,  the  law  is  having  any  marked  efiect  upon  the  rising  generation? 
— I  think  so.  I  think  the  moral  sentiment  of  the  State  is  a  great  deal  superior  to  what 
it  was  30  years  ago. 

10539.  Do  you  think  the  prohibitory  law  has  been  a  factor  in  the  education  of 
the  people?—  I  think  so. 

10540.  Because  there  are  breaches  of  the  law,  is  it,  therefore,  a  failure? — It  is 
broken  no  more  than  many  other  laws,  such  as  the  Inland  Revenue  law  and  any  other  law. 

10541.  Do  you  think  the  repeal  of  the  law  would  improve  the  condition  of  the  city 
and  the  State  as  to  drunkenness  and  other  crimes  that  are  more  or  less  prevalent  1—  I 
think  the  repeal  of  the  law  would  be  very  injurious  to  the  moral  sentiment  and  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  State. 

10542.  Even  though  there  were  substituted  for  it  a  very  rigid  high  license  law?— I 
do  not  think  a  high  license  would  be  an  improvement  on  the  present  law. 

10543.  Have  you  any  means  of  knowing  the  feeling  of  the  people  at  large  concern- 
ing the  law  ?  - 1  think  the  people  at  large  are  divided  into  parties,  but  the  majority  of 
the  people  of  the  State  of  Maine  would  be  in  favour  to-day  of  holding  to  the  prohibitory 
law.  We  got  the  largest  vote,  in  my  judgment,  ever  recorded  on  a  constitution^ 
amendment. 

10544.  What  was  the  majority  ?— I  think  it  was  66,000. 

10545.  Was  that  a  vote  independent  of  party  ? — Yes,  independent  of  party,  of 
men  who  believed  in  the  law ;  and  it  was  the  most  severe  test  ever  taken  in  the  State. 
They  came  up  without  regard  to  party,  having  that  question  presented  to  them,  with- 
out any  candidates,  and  gave  that  vote.  I  think  it  was  very  much  larger  than  the  vote 
recorded  in  favour  of  any  constitutional  amendment  ever  passed  in  the  State  of  Maine. 

11546.  You  think  that  vote  expressed  directly  the  feeling  of  the  people  of  Maine 
avS  to  the  prohibitory  law,  after  they  had  had  an  experience  of  it  during  30  years? — I  do. 

Bt/  Mr.  Clarke  : 

11547.  How  long  did  you  say  the  prohibitory  law  has  been  in  force  in  the  State! 
— Between  30  and  40  years. 

11548.  Has  there  been  a  steady  and  marked  decrease  in  the  serious  crimes  and 
offences  during  that  time  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  so.  But  I  think  you  would  have  to 
look  at  other  causes.  In  other  communities  various  matters  come  in  and  contribute 
to  crime ;  but  I  think  crime  has  diminished  in  Maine,  and  that  the  prohibitory  law  has 
diminished  crime. 

11549.  Does  Maine  in  regard  to  the  more  serious  offences  against  the  moral  law 
and  against  the  laws  of  the  country  generally  exhibit  a  more  favourable  showing  than  do 
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States  where  prohibition  is  not  the  law  ? — I  think  that  the  moral  sentiment  is  better  in 
the  State  of  Maine  than  in  many  of  the  States  where  a  license  law  is  in  force. 

11550.  Where  the  average  conditions  are  about  the  same  ? — I  think  so. 

1 1551.  Will  your  criminal  returns  show  that  ? — I  do  not  know.  Take  the  insurance 
companies  of  the  country,  and  they  will  insure  life  cheaper  in  Maine  than  in  almost  any 
State  in  the  Union. 

11552.  Have  the  great  companies,  such  as  the  Mutual  Reserve  and  the  Equitable 
of  New  York  and  the  New  York  Life,  special  tables  for  the  Sta-te  of  Maine  1 — I  do  not 
know  in  regard  to  those  companies,  but  there  are  companies  that  make  special  rates  for 
Maine  and  New  Hampshire. 

11553.  Do  you  know  the  name  of  any  such  companies? — I  do  not. 

11554.  Are  they  national  companies? — They  take  risks  throughout  the  country. 

1 1555.  I  should  like  to  be  furnished  with  the  rates  of  any  such  companies  ? — Agents 
have  called  on  me  with  that  statement  respecting  the  companies.  I  have  not  the 
statistics  now. 

11556.  You  do  not  know,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  any  insurance  company  that 
gives  special  rates  to  people  living  in  the  State  of  Maine  ? — I  think  there  are  companies 
ill  Maine,  which  do  not  go  out  of  Maine  or  more  than  across  the  line  into  New  Bruns- 
wick, perhaps,  but  do  not  go  south,  that  do  so. 

1 1557.  You  do  not  know  that  yourself  as  a  matter  of  fact  ? — No,  I  think  there  are 
such  companies.  They  may  include  possibly  some  of  the  other  States,  but  only  those 
States  Chat  are  within  the  same  range  as  the  St^te  of  Maine,  but  neither  south  nor  far 
west. 

11558.  Are  the  number  of  serious  offences,  murders,  robberies,  and  forgeries  less 
per  thousand  or  ten  thousand  to  the  population  in  Maine  than  in  some  of  the  sister 
States  where  licenses  exist  ? — I  have  not  kept  statistics  in  regard  to  that  matter ;  I  do 
not  know. 

11559.  Say  as  to  larcenies  per  thousand  or  ten  thousand  of  population  ? — I  am  not 
certain  in  regard  to  that  matter  ;  I  have  not  any  statistics.  Statistics  wiU,  of  course, 
show  it. 

,  11560.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  action  of  one  of  the  great  political  parties  of 

the  State  in  making  the  re-submission  of  this  question  6f  prohibition  or  the  Ccmtinu- 
ance  of  this  law  a  plank  in  its  platform,  if  the  results,  as  has  been  stated,  have  l>een 
beneficial  during  the  past  30  years,  and  in  view  further  of  the  splendid  majority  by 
which  the  law  was  sustained  iii  that  vote  you  spoke  of  a  few  minuter  ago,  when  there 
was  a  majority  of  66,000  in  favour  of  the  law?  -It  was  a  question  of  thinking  they 
might  gain  votes  by  it. 

10561.  Surely,  if  there  was  such  an  overwhelming  sentiment  in  favour  of  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  existing  order  of  things,  the  party  managers,  being  shrewd  men,  must 
be  either  making  a  great  mistake,  or  that  vote  did  not  gauge  public  sentiment  accurately  ? 
— Suppose  the  Republican  party  passes  a  resolution  in  favour  of  the  enforcement  of  the 
law  or  in  favour  of  the  law,  those  opposed  to  it,  if  they  could  see  any  advantage  to  be 
gained,  would  naturally  go  to  the  other  party.     In  that  way  a  party  gains  some  votes. 

10562.  You  think  it  was  from  a  desire  to  conciliate  and  gain  the  liquor  party  or  the 
liquor  interests  that  the  Democratic  party  put  that  plank  in  its  platform — Yes,  I  think  so. 

10563.  Would  not  that  estrange  a  large  part  of  its  supporters  who  are  temperance 
people  1 — I  have  no  doubt  it  would.  They  have  not  said  exactly,  in  so  many  terms,  that 
they  are  opposed  to  the  prohibitory  law  ;  they  evade  doing  so,  and  call  their  proposal  a 
resubmission.  I  do  not  think  that  in  convention  they  could  place  a  plank  in  their 
platform  that  was  absolutely  opposed  to  the  prohibitory  law. 

10564.  Is  it  as  a  practical  joke  that  this  plank  is  inserted  in  the  platform? — No,  I 
do  not  think  so.  If  the  question  were  submitted  squarely  to  the  people  of  Maine,  there 
would  be  as  large  a  vote  as  was  given  before  in  favour  of  prohibition. 

10565.  I  think  you  said  that  a  great  many  of  those  offenders,  if  not  a  majority, 
who  come  before  you  charged  with  drunkenness,  allege  they  got  the  liquor  over  here  ? — 
They  do. 

10566.  Did  you  hear  the  evidence  of  the  previous  witness,  or  any  part  of  it,  in 
regard  to  this  matter? — I  heard  part  of  it. 
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10567.  .There  must  be  a  great  many  persons  who  do  not  come  before  you  and  who 
get  liquor  over  here  ?  They  get  a  class  of  liquor^  but  which  does  not  prevent  them  from 
reaching  home  1 — No  doubt,  a  large  number  do  so. 

10568.  Is  there  any  difficulty  in  obtaining  liquor  at  the  hotels  in  Calais?— If  it  [» 
sold  at  the  hotels,  it  is  sold  secretly,  not  openly.  My  idea  is  that  there  is  not  a  large 
quantity  sold  at  the  hotels.     I  do  not  think  they  keep  bars. 

10569.  Have  you  had  any  experience  in  New  Hampshire? — No,  I  have  never 
stopped  in  the  State ;  I  only  have  been  in  it,  passing  through  to  Boston. 

10570.  Does  the  law  of  the  State  prohibit  the  manufacture  of  liquor  within  the 
State  ? — I  think  not.     I  believe  they  have  a  large  distillery  in  New  Hampshire. 

10571.  Will  Calais,  a  city  of  6,000  or  8,000  inhabitants,  show  a  markedly  favour- 
able comparison  with  cities  of  the  same  population  in  States  where  a  prohibitory  law  is 
not  in  force,  so  far  as  crimes  against  the  State  are  concerned  ? — I  think,  in  Calais,  when 
the  law  has  been  enforced,  there  has  been  less  crime  than  in  similar  cities  where  liquor 
was  sold  freely. 

10572.  Or  cities  under  stringent  license  regulations.  I  may  say  there  is  a  city  in 
the  Dominion  where  no  license  is  required ;  but  I  now  refer  to  cities  where  there  are 
rigid  license  laws,  fairly  well  enforced :  would  statistics  show  the  condition  of  such 
cities  to  be  much  worse  than  that  of  Calais? — I  do  not  know.  I  would  have  to  submit 
that  matter  to  the  test  of  statistics ;  but  my  experience  has  been,  wherever  I  have  gone, 
that  under  a  license  law,  high  or  low,  men  get  all  the  liquor  they  want.  High  license 
compels  men  to  pay  a  little  more,  low  license  enables  them  to  get  liquor  a  little  cheaper 
and  therefore  a  little  more  of  it,  and  my  experience  is  that  licensed  dealers  look  pretty 
actively  to  see  that  others  do  not  sell,  but  that  liquor  is  very  free  to  the  people.  The 
prohibitory  law  points  directly  against  the  saloon,  and  its  work  is  against  the  saloon. 
High  license  is  an  attempt  to  regulate  the  saloon.  Prohibition  says  that  the  saloon  is 
not  needed,  that  nobody  in  health  needs  alcoholic  liquor,  and  that  it  is  not  required  in 
any  way  for  the  welfare  of  the  people.  License  says  that  it  is  I'equired  and  the  people 
must  have  it,  and  they  proceed  to  adopt  measures  for  licensing  the  sale.  It  declares  against 
all  sumptuary  laws  and  declares  that  a  man  has  a  right  to  eat  and  drink  what  he  thinks 
proper.  Prohibition  declares  that  licenses  shall  not  be  giv^n  for  the  traffic,  that  a. 
liquor  shop  is  not  necessary  to  our  civilization.  That  makes  the  great  difference  between 
license  and  prohibition. 

10573.  Then  the  general  prohibition  spoken  of  is  not  prohibition  such  as  you  have 
in  Maine  ? — The  prohibitory  law,  so  far  as  I  know,  has  never  interfered  with  people 
getting  liquor  into  their  own  houses  and  using  it  at  their  own  tables. 

10574.  What  do  you  understand  by  a  general  prohibitory  law  ? — It  would  be  pro- 
hibition al)solutely. 

10575.  Would  you  favour  an  enactment  of  that  kind,  to  prevent  people  obtaining 
liquor,  if  they  desire  it  for  their  own  family  ? — No,  I  think  not.  The  general  under 
standing  is  that  liquor  is  needed  for  medicine  and  in  mechanical  pursuits,  and  I  think 
it  is  necessary  that  it  should  be  used  for  those  purposes. 

10576.  And  for  those  purposes  only? — I  do  not  think  it  does  any  man  any  good 
when  he  uses  it  as  a  beverage. 

10577.  Would  you  favour  the  passage  of  a  law  that  would  prevent  people  purchas- 
ing liquor  for  their  use  at  home  ? — No  ;  T  think  it  would  be  better  to  get  along  with- 
out it. 

10578.  If  such  a  law  was  presented  to  the  people  of  the  State  of  Maine,  would 
they  support  it,  that  is  a  law  to  prohibit  the  people  taking  liquor  into  their  homes  I—I 
do  not  think  it  would  be  passed. 

10579.  Is  it  necessary  for  people  who  desire  to  procure  liquor  for  medicine  to  get  a 
certificate  and  come  across  here,  or  are  they  prohibited  by  your  law  from  coming  over 
here  and  obtaining  it  ? — No. 

10580.  I  believe  one  of  the  witnesses  has  stated  that  a  great  many  people  from 
Calais  come  across  the  river  to  druggists  ? — It  is  your  law  here  that  requires  a  certificate 
to  obtain  liquor  at  the  apothecary  shops. 
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10581.  But  I  understood  from  your  evidence  that  there  are  official  salesmen,  and 
if  people  brought  a  doctor's  certificate  to  those  persons  who  are  authorized  to  sell,  they 
could  get  your  liquor. — Do  you  mean  an  agency  in  our  town  ? 

10582.  Yes. — That  would  be  the  case ;  but  we  have  no  agency  in  Calais. 

10583.  Do  you  mean  no  agency  for  the  vending  of  liquor  for  medicinal  purposes  ? 
—No ;  the  city  government  of  Calais  for  fifteen  years  has  not  appointed  any  agency. 

10584.  People,  then,  have  to  come  across  the  river,  in  case  of  sickness,  to  purchase 
liquor  from  our  drug  stores  ? — I  presume  they  obtain  liquor  that  iff  necessary  from  the 
apothecaries  on  your  side  as  well  as  on  our  side. 

10585.  As  a  certificate  is  necessary  to  procure  liquor,  would  they  purchase  the 
liquor  on  your  side  or  come  here  1 — They  would  probably  come  here,  or  they  might  pur- 
chase it  on  our  side. 

Bi/  Judge  McDonald  :^ 

10586.  Might  they  not  go  to  the  State  Agent  ?^-Yes. 

By  Mr,  Gigault  : 

10587.  In  view  of  the  position  of  the  Democratic  party  on  the  prohibition  question, 
do  you  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  they  do  not  endorse  the  prohibitory  law  ? — I  do 
not  think  in  different  parts  of  the  State  they  do  endorse  it ;  they  leave  it  entirely  to  the 
officers  elected.  I  do  not  think  it  was  made  an  issue  between  the  Democrats  and 
Republicans  as  to  its  enforcement. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod : 

10588.  As  regards  the  Democrats  in  Maine,  are  they  in  rather  a  hopeless,  almost  a 
desperate  state  ] — They  carried  the  State  some  years  ago,  but  they  are  in  a  minority  now. 

10589.  Perhaps  as  they  have  not  much  hope  of  carrying  the.  State,  and 
as  they  know  the  prohibition  question  is  settled  and  would  remain  so,  this 
re-submission  idea  was  presented  with  a  view  to  catch  the  vote  of  the  people  against  the 
prohibitory  law  ? — They  knew  the  Republican  party  had  inserted  in  their  platform  a 
plank  in  regard  to  prohibition,  and  the  Democratic  party  therefore,  taking  the  opposi- 
tion view,  determined  to  insert  this  resolution  in  favour  of  the  re-submission  of  the 
constitutional  amendment. 

10590.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  the  United  States  had  national 
prohibition  of  the  liquor  trade  for  beverage  uses  :  would  it  make  prohibition  in  Maine 
easier  of  enforcement,  if  there  were  prohibition  in  all  the  other  States  ? — I  do  not  think 
it  would  have  much  effect.     The  sale  of  liquor  is  a  police  regulation  as  regards  each  city. 

10591.  If  all  the  States  enacted  prohibition,  would  it  make  it  easier  of  enforcement 
in  the  State  of  Maine  ? — It  would  make  it  a  little  less  difficult  for  Maine,  that  is  all 
the  difference.  It  might  be  that  the  moral  sentiment  would  be  stronger  throughout  the 
country. 

By  Jvdge  McDonald : 

10592.  What  is  the  object  of  taking  out  one  of  the  820  United  States  licenses 
in  the  State  of  Maine  ? — It  is  generally  spoken  of  as  a  license ;  it  is  not  strictly  a  license, 
but  a  tax.     If  they  sell,  this  is  a  receipt. 

10593.  Does  the  State  salesman  and  other  salesmen  in  municipalities  have  to  take 
out  that  license  ? — A  man  who  ^ells  liquor  in  Maine  must  have  it  or  he  violates  the 
Internal  Revenue  Act,  and  the  United  States  officers  would  look  after  him  ;  whereas  as 
r^ards  the  Maine  law,  the  State  officer  takes  charge  of  it. 

10594.  What  object  would  be  gained  by  any  man,  not  being  one  of  the  authorized 
salesmen,  taking  out  one  of  those  licenses  ? — Frequently  be  thinks  perhaps  he  can  sell 
liquor  and  not  be  caught  by  the  Maine  officials,  but  he  might  be  found  out  by  the  United 
States  officials.     The  penalty  is  very  severe  under  the  United-  States  law. 
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By  Mr.  Clarke : 

10595.  In  every  State  do  the  people  who  sell  liquor  procure  local  licenses  as  well 
as  United  States  licenses  ? — 'Where  the  license  law  exists,  as  it  does  in  a  great  many  of 
the  States,  people  have  to  obtain  United  States  licenses.  The  United  States  will  not 
yield  anything  to  a  State ;  the  people  must  have  a  United  States  license,  and  then  they 
can  obtain  a  license  from  the  State.  They  have  to  pay  the  United  States  tax,  and  then 
they  pay  so  much  to  Jihe  State  or  to  the  municipality. 

10596.  Those  people  who  are  selling  liquor  without  internal  revenue  protection,  the 
United  States  officers  have  to  deal  with,  as  well  as  local  officers ;  they  are  liable  to  be 
arrested  by  the  United  States  officers  as  well  as  by  Maine  officers  1 — Yes.  They  have 
to  run  the  gauntlet  of  both  sets  of  officers. 

10597.  I  presume  many  who  are  not  known  have  United  States  licenses,  and  they 
do  not  happen  to  be  prosecuted  under  the  State  law  ? — Their  license  gives  them  no  right 
to  sell  in  the  State.  It  is  a  tax,  and  the  courts  of  the  United  States  have  determined 
that  fact,  and  also  that  there  is  no  authority  to  sell  in  a  State  because  the  parties  have 
paid  their  tax  ;  they  must  submit  to  the  police  regulations  of  each  State. 


DANIEL  T.  DWYER,  of  St.  Stephen,  boot  and  shoe  merchant,  on  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

10598.  I  understand  you  carry  on  business  in  Calais.  How  long  have  you  done 
business  there? — Since  November,  1886. 

10599.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  St.  Stephen? — Since  1875. 

10600.  Did  you  do  business  in  St.  Stephen? — Formerly  I  was  in  the  liquor  business 
in  St.  Stephen. 

10601.  I  need  hardly  ask  whether  you  are  in  the  liquor  business  at  Calais?— Na 

10602.  Are  you  in  Calais  every  day  on  business? — Yes. 

10603.  Then  you  are  acquainted  with  the  operation  of  the  law  in  Calais  as  well  as 
in  St.  Stephen  ?— Yes. 

10604.  Do  you  ever  see  any  drunkenness  in  Calais  ? — Occasionally. 

10605.  Do  you  ever  see  any  in  St.  Stephen  ? — Sometimes. 

10606.  Do  you  know  whether  sale  of  liquor  goes  on  in  Calais  to  any  extent?— No, 
I  could  not  say. 

10607.  Do  you  know  whether  there  is  any  in  St.  Stephen  ? — No,  not  personally. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

10608.  Where  do  those  people  get  the  liquor  to  make  them  dnmk  ?— They  must 
get  it  in  other  places. 

10609.  You  do  not  know  in  what  places? — No. 

10610.  You  do  not  know  how  the  law,  either  here  or  in  Calais,  is  observed?— 
The  fact  of  seeing  men  drunk  in  the  streets  proves  to  me  conclusively  that  there  must 
be  some  sale. 

10611.  Have  you  no  idea  where  the  liquor  is  purchased  ? — No. 

10612.  Have  you  ever  had  any  experience  in  other  parts  of  Maine  respecting  the 
enforcement  of  the  prohibitory  law  ? — No,  excepting  a  visit  to  Bangor  in  June  last.  I 
know  there  were  open  bars  there. 

10613.  What  is  the  population  of  Bangor? — I  think  somewhere  between  20,000 
and  30,000. 

Charles  B.  Rounds. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MINUTES   OF   EVIDENCE,    NEW   BBUNSWICK.  543 

10614.  Was  there  any  difficulty  in  getting  into  those  bars? — No. 

10615.  Had  you  to  be  known  by  the  proprietors  or  people? — I  believe  it  might  be 
different  with  a  stranger  as  compared  with  a  person  belonging  to  the  town. 

10616.  Did  you  see  any  people  prohibited  for  any  reason  ? — No. 

10617.  Do  you  recollect  the  name  of  the  place  where  the  bar  was,  the  hotel  or  build- 
ing ? — That  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  right  for  me  to  name. 

10618.  Not  if  it  was  an  open  public  bar? — Supposing  I  should  be  subpoenaed  to 
appear  against  those  parties,  it  would  not  be  right  to  give  away  the  place  now. 

10619.  I  understand  you  to  say  there  were  open  public  bars  in  Bangor;  and  did 
we  understand  you  to  say  that  without  any  restriction  they  sold  whatever  was  required 
and  paid  for  ? — Yes,  I  saw  parties  drinking. 

10620.  How  do  you  know  they  were  drinking  intoxicating  liquor? — Because  I 
Heard  them  inquire  for  it.     I  could  not  sw^ar  they  got  it. 

10621.  Have  you  had  any  experience  elsewhere  than  in  Bangor? — Something  over 
two  years  ago  I  was  at  Portland. 

10622.  How  did  you  find  things  there? — About  the  same.  I  was  not  so  much 
surprised  in  Portland  as  in  Bangor,  for  I  did  not  see  so  many  buyers  of  liquor ;  but  in 
the  hotel  where  I  was  staying  I  saw  an  open  bar.  What  I  mean  by  an  open  bar  is  a 
place  where  bottles  are  on  the  shelves  and  where  people  are  drinking  at  a  bar. 

10623.  You  saw  bottles  of  spirituous  liquors? — I  should  suppose  so. 

10624.  And  you  saw  the  liquor  business  going  on  ?— The  same  as  I  have  seen  it 
under  a  license  system  in  St.  Stephen., 

10625p  There  was  no  restriction  ? — I  would  not  say  there  was  not  any  restriction. 

10626.  There  was  a  permanent  bar  there  evidently  ? — Yes. 

10627.  Did  you  see  any  drunken  people  in  Bangor? — I  do  not  remember. 

10628.  Or  in  Portland  ?— I  do  not  remember. 

10629.  You  have  seen  drunken  people  occasionally  in  Calais,  where  there  are  no 
fixed  bars  ? — There  may  be  fixed  bars  there  for  all  I  know  ;  I  have  never  been  in  those 
houses,  and  therefore  I  cannot  say. 

10630.  Is  drunkenness  decreasing  in  St.  Stephen  and  Calais? — I  could  not  say. 


DAVID  G.  DICKEY,  of  St.    David,    Charlotte   County,  farmer,  on  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald: 

10631.  How  far  is  St.  David  from  here  ? — Ten  or  twelve  miles. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

10632.  I  suppose  you  have  observed  the  working  of  the  Canada  Temperance  Act 
in  Charlotte  County  ? — Yes. 

10633.  Especially  in  your  own  parish  ? — Yes. 

10634.  Does  it  work  well  in  your  parish? — I  think  so. 

10635.  Has  it  lessened  drunkenness  ? — I  think  it  has. 

10636.  Are  there  any  places  for  illicit  sale  ? — I  do  not  think  so  in  St.  David. 

10637.  Do  you  remember  when  there  was  a  license  Act  ? — Yes. 

10638.  Was  there  any  licensed  place   in  St.  David? — Yes. 

10639.  Was  there  any  illicit  sale  ? — I  think  there  were  places  where  liquor  was  sold. 
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And  they  have  been  all  removed  since  1 — Yes,  as  far  as  that  parish  is  con- 
Have  you  observed  the  working  of  the  law  in  other  parts  of  the  couQty  ?— 
In  the  Parish  of  Dumbarton,  there  is  a  place  where  it  is  sold  now.    That 
David. 
Do  you  think,  generally  speaking,  the  law  has  a  good  effect  ? — I  think  it 

Has  it  had  any  effect  in  reducing  the  pauperism  of  the  county  ? — I  should 
j,  from  the  fact  that  in  1868,  the  parish  of  St.  David  purchased  an 
or  the  poor,  and  within  four  or  five  years  after  that  twelve  paupers 
e  parish,  and  to  my  certain  knowledge  they  came  there  from  the  effects  of 
[uors — all  of  them.     They  all  died  within  ten  or  twelve  yeai-s  after  they 

Have  you  any  paupers  there  now  ? — No.    There  were  a  number  of  years  when 

lave  any,  until  last  year,  1891,  when  two  old  people  came  in,  but  they  died 

ir,  and  we  have  none  now. 

Have  you  been  a  member  of  the  County  Council  1 — Yes,  for  two  years. 

Are  you  able  to  say  whether  the  effect  of  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  has 

ice  pauperism  throughout  the  county  *? — I  am  clear  it  has. 

Have  you  any  figures  in  reference  to  that?— No,  but  my  general  impres- 

at  effect. 

'  Mr.  Clarke  : 

Are  there  any  almshouses  on  the  other  side  of  the  line  ?     In  Calais  ?— Yes. 

And  generally  through  the  State  of  Maine  ? — I  do  not  know  for  certain 

but  I  think  so. 

Are  there  any  inmates  ] — T  know  they  have  one  in  Milton. 

When  did  this  prohibitory  law  come  into  force? — In  1863  or  1864. 

I  mean  the  Scott  Act.     When  did  it  come  into  operation  here  in  Charlotte 

I  1879. 

What  law  was  in  force  before  ? — The  License  Law. 

How  many  licenses  were  there  in  St.  David  ? — There  were  not  any. 

For  how  many  years  before  1879? — I  cannot  recollect  when  there  was  any 

How  long  do  you  recollect  the  affairs  of  St.  David  ? — I  have  always  been  a 
:e,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  years,  and  I  do  not  recollect  of  any  licenses 
;d  for  St.  David,  but  I  remember  several  places  where  they  sold  liquor. 
Were  those  places  in  'the  parish  of  St.  David  ? — Yes. 
Was  it  because  of  the  sale  in  those  illicit  places  that  the  almshoase  was 
-It  was  to  put  the  poor  in.. 

The  almshouse  was  purchased  in  1868,  and  after  four  or  five  years  there 
sent  there  through  the  use  of  liquor  ? — Yes. 
Is  there  any  illicit  sale  of  liquor  now  ? — I  think  not. 

You  think  the  Scott  Act  is  so  well  enforced  that  there  is  no  illicit  sale  of 
t  that  I  know  of. 

Do  you  occupy  any  official  position  ? — Not  at  present. 
Did  you  ever  ? — I  have  been  Almshouse  Commissioner. 
And  there  was  a  spurt  when  there  were  ten  or  twelve  occupants  of  the  alms- 
ben  there  were  none  for  many  years,  until  recently,  when  there  were  two 
-Yes. 

Did  the  ten  or  twelve  die,  or  were  they  cured  ? — They  all  died. 
Would  you  take  it  as  evidence  of  the  total  suppression  of  the  liquor  traffic, 
welve  people  were  there  from  that  cause  ? — I  am  satisfied  that  liquor  brought 

Is  it  a  proof  that   no  liquor  was  sold  illicitly  that  the  almshouse  had  no 

-The  almshouse  had  nothing  to  do  with  that. 

59.  But  the  occupants  had  ? — That  is  where  the  parish  put  them. 

D  G.  Dickey. 
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10670.  Did  they  belong  to  the  parish  1 — Yes. 

10671.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  operations  of  the  Scott  Act  in  any  other 
county  1 — Not  particularly. 

10672.  Do  you  know  anything  about  it  in  this  town  ? — That  is  where  thase  paupers 
got  their  liquor,  that  is  what  reduced  them  to  pauperism. 

10673.  That  was  when  the  license  system  was  in  operation? — Yes,  here  and  else- 
where probably. 


JAMES  WILLIAM  KELLY,  M.  D.,  of  St.  Stephen,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed 
as  follows : — 

Bt/  Judge  McDonald  : 

10674.  How  long  have  you  lived  here  ? — About  four  years. 

10675.  Have  you  been  in  practice  all  that  time  ? — Yes. 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

10676.  Has  drunkenness  increased  or  decreased  during  that  time  1 — I  could  not  say. 
I  have  had  few  cases  under  my  attention. 

10677.  You  have  had  opportunities  of  judging  whether  on  the  streets  it  was  moi-e 
noticeable  or  more  prevalent  ? — I  have  seen  more  cases  of  drunkenness  on  the  streets 
than  I  have  seen  in  some  towns. 

10677a.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  liquor  is  sold  here  ? — Yes. 

10678.  Of  course  it  is  sold  illegally  ? — I  presume  so. 

10679.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  position  of  affairs  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  ? 
— I  have  seen  cases  of  drunkenness  on  the  other  side. 

10680.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  liquor  is  sold  there  ?-— I  do,  not  know, 
but  I  have  recognized  Calais  people  on  this  side  under  the  influence  of  liquor. 

10681.  And  St.  Stephen  people  over  there  under  the  influence  of  liquor? — Yes. 

10682.  Do  you  think  strangers  coming  in  here  experience  any  difficulty  in  getting 
any  liquors  they  require  at  the  hotels  ? — I  have  seen  strangers  leaving  town  under  the 
influence  of  liquor.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  experience  any  difficulty  or  not  in 
getting  it. 

10683.  Did  you  see  whether  they  were  under  the  influence  in  coming  into  the 
town  or  not  1 — I  did  not  notice  them. 

10684.  But  you  saw  them  leaving? — Yes. 

By  Mr,  Gigault  : 

10685.  Do  the  druggists  sell  a  good  deal  of  liquor? — On  prescriptions. 

10686.  Only?— Only. 

10687.  Have  you  known  doctors  to  give  prescriptions  to  druggists  for  the  sale  of 
liquor  ? — Yes,  especially  in  the  summer  time,  when  there  are  many  cases  of  cholera. 

10688.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  enforcement  of  the  Maine  prohibitory  law 
elsewhere  than  in  Calais  ? — No. 
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>f  St.  George,  merchant,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  ai  follows  :— 

Dojudd  : 

d  any  olficial  position  ? — Justice  of  the  Peace. 
L  parish  in  the  County  of  Charlotte  ? — Yes. 

\£cLeod : 

been  an  observer  of  the  operation  of  the  Canada  Temperance 
bave. 

a  place  is  it? — The  vilLige  has  about  1,000  people. 
3  in  the  village? — About  a^ quarter  of  a  mile  out,  but  I  do  busi- 

he  effect  of  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  in  St.  George  ?— It  has 

[•  out  of  it  almost  entirely. 

y  illicit  sale  ?^-There  may  be.  I  may  suspect,  but  I  do  not  know 

►Id.     I  believe  it  is  brought  in  on  the  railway  occasionally  and 

)  makes  a  business  of  it. 

nity  thei'e  are  quarries  ? — Yes. 

e  number  of  men  are  employed  ? — Yes. 

[)w  of  any  place  near  the  quarries  where  it  is  sold  ? — No :  there 

rties  were  brought  up  and  fined  and  that  stopped  them. 

\  time  that  place  was  in  operation,  was  there  any  marked  eflfect 

ihe  Manager  complained  again  and  again  about  it. 

brought  before  you  as  County  Court  Commissioner? — Yes. 

las  been  stopped  ? — Yes. 

been  any  improvement  amongst  the  men  since  ? — There  havebeen 

mrself  an  employer  of  labour? — Yes. 

jbserved  whether  the  existence  of  a  place  for  the  sale  of  drink 

lar  in  their  work  or  otherwise  affects  them  injuriously  ? — Since  I 

of  labour,  there  has  been  very  little  liquor  sold.  Years  ago  I  had 

Irank,  but  recently  there  has  been  no  diflSculty. 

Qember  St.  George  under  the  license  system  ? — Yes. 

its  condition  ? — You  can  imagine  when   ten  or  twelve  places 

the  time. 

licensed  ? — I  understood  that  only  two  were  licensed.    There 
sen  the  two  classes. 

was  no  interference  ? — I  only  heard  of  one  fine,  and  no  one  heard 
lo  paid  it  and  the  man  who  received  it. 
much  drunkenness  then  ? — Yes. 

■ — It  is  very  rare  to  see  a  drunken  man.     It  is  a  remarkable 
man  now. 
mada  Temperance  Act  helped  moral  and  religious  teaching  ?— It 

nk  if  the  moral  and  religious  teachings  had  gone  on,  and  the 
horized  in  the  community,  drinking  would  have  gone  on  1— Yes. 
bad  any  opportunity  of  observing  the  effects  generally  of  the  law 
nking  trade? — It  has  practically  driven  the  trade  out  of  Char- 

jou  believe  there  is  some  illicit  sales  ? — Yes.  It  has  driven  Mr. 
you  in  St'.  John,  out  of  the  county. 


of  all  kinds  steadily  decreased  since  the  Scott  Act  has  been  in 
r  been  a  criminal  court  in  our  place. 
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10716.  Was  there  not  a  cnminal  court  during  the  licensed  period  ? — No.  Before  1 879 
I  do  not  know  so  much  about  it,  but  crime  has  decreased — the  laws  were  not  strictly 
enforced.     A  man  would  carry  on  and  fight  and  so  on  and  the  law  was  not  enforced. 

10717.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that  condition  of  affairs  1 — I  cannot  say. 

10718.  How  many  men  were  employed  in  the  quarries  when  complaints  reached 
you,  and  you  prosecuted  those  men  who  were  selling  the  liquor  ? — About  the  same  num- 
ber as  now.  About  thirty  or  forty  men  and  more  are  employed  at  the  works  in  the 
village.     There  are  hundreds  altogether. 

10719.  You  refer  to  the  stopping  of  the  liquor  to  those  thirty  or  forty  men  ? — That 
particular  place  was  away  from  the  village. 

10720.  BuJ  the  beneficent  efiects  of  the  suppression  of  that  drhiking  shop' were 
not  confined  to  the  quarry  1 — No.  People  would  go  there  on  Sundays  particularly,  and 
ministers  have  had  difficulty  in  going  to  their  places  by  being  run  into  by  teams  con- 
taining drunken  men.     That  was  under  the  license  law. 

10721.  Were  there  no  officers  appointed  ? — No,  none.     There  are  constables. 

10722.  And  constables  did  not  stop  people  from  insulting  ministers  until  the  Scott 
Act  came  into  operation  ? — There  might  not  be  any  constables  within  miles. 

10723.  Do  you  think  the  illicit  sale  of  liquor  has  been  stamped  out  throughout  this 
county  by  th*e  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — Very  largely  so,  I  think.  I  understood  in 
our  place  that  out  of  ten  or  twelve  places  only  two  places  were  licensed.  All  those  who 
had  respect  for  the  law  went  out  of  the  business  and  others  were  driven  out. 

10724.  And  no  liquor  is  sold? — I  know  of  two  cases  where  men  took  a  bottle  and 
sold  out  on  the  street. 

10725.  But  there  are  no  places  where  it  is  sold  ? — I  do  not  know  of  any. 

10726.  Would  you  be  likely  to  know  ?— Yes. 

10727.  Is  none  sold  1 — I  saw  a  person  last  night  who  said  he  had^ot  some  liquor 
and  I  could  not  think  at  what  place  he  could  have  got  it.  Some  one  might  bring  it 
out  in  a  jug,  and  others  might  know  where  it  was  likely  to  be  got. 

By  Jttdge  McDonald :  * 

10728.  Before  the  Scott  Act  came  into  force,  this  dreadful  state  of  things  was  in 
existence? — T  do  not  know  that  it  was  dreadful,  but  it  was  the  normal  atate. 

10729.  What  officer  was  appointed  under  the  Scott  Act? — None  until  thrive  years 
ago,  when  an  inspector  was  appointed. 

10730.  ^Vhat  prosecutions  have  taken  place  under  the  Scott  Act? — None,  until 
this  inspector  was  appointed. 

10731.  Did  the  morals  of  the  people  improve  immediately  after  the  Scott  Act  was 
adopted  ? — Yes. 

10732.  That  was  a  case  of  the  law  enforcing  itself  ? — The  liquor  dealers  left  and 
closed  up  their  places. 

10733.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  gave  the  whole  credit  to  the  Scott  Act 
and  none  to  religious  and  moral  influences  ? — I  do  not  think  the  people  are  any  better 
in  other  ways. 
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of  St.  Stephen,  merchant,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed 


re  you  engaged  in  ? — Crockery  business. 

^ou  been  a  resident  of   St.  Stephen  ? — Thirty-one  years. 

jrthing  about  the  condition  of  aflfairs  in  St.   George  thirty 

o]_Yes. 

ondition  of  affairs  twenty  or  twenty -five  years  ago  ?— At 
large  lumbering  business  and  were  much  more  prosperous 
regard  to  the  current  industries.  I  think  as  to  the  liquor 
iprovement  since. 

the  improvement  to  the  passage  of  the  Canada  Temperance 
o  anything, 
lumbermen  employed  now  1 — Yes. 

general  advance  all  along  the  line  in  temperance  matters  ? 

;e  the  improvement  to  the  moral  and  religious  influences 
Qty  years  ? — I  should  think  they  would  have  a  great  eflect 
bheir  condition. 

he  sale  of  liquor  has  been  sta.mped  out  in  St.  George  by 
inspector  of  the  Scott  Act  for  the  county,  living  there,  \m 

I 
ippy  condition  of  affairs  exist  elsewhere  1 — My  impression 
has  been  stamped  out  more  in  St.  George  than  anywhere 

•r  less  sales  in  other  parts  of  the  county  ? — I  think  so. 
n,  what  is  your  impression  of  the  operation  of  the  Canada 
inder  the  Scott  Act,  there  is  less  liquor  sold  than  before  it 
>us  sentiment  may  have  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  it.  I 
ire  that ;  there  are  fewer  places  selling, 
places? — I  was  Mayor  of  St.  Stiephen  in  1874,  when  there 
it  I  think  the  town  was  well  governed,  and  I  do  not  think 
nness  then  than  there  is  now. 

places  have  been  substantially  closed  since  then  ? — I  think 
by  the  people  in  the  country  districts.     I  am  only  giving 

J  supplies  from  here  and  elsewhere,  I  suppose  ? — I  think  so. 
[quor  sold  here  to  residents  of  the  neighbouring  city  of 

[uor  purchased  in  Calais  by  residents  of  St.  Stephen  ?— I 

;here  is  any  ? — Well,  in  my  life  time,  for  meilicinal  purposes, 
n  bought  in  Calais  as  well  as  Bourbon   whisky.     I  know 

ve  any  difficulty  in  getting  liquor  in  their  own  rooms  ?— I 
)nal  knowledge. 
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CHARLES  H.  VROOM,  of  St.  Stephen,  on  being  duly  sworn,  ( 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

10754.  What  is  your  calling  or  occupation  ? — Manufacturer  anc 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod  : 

10755.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  St.  Stephen  ? — All  my  life 

10756.  You  have  filled  an  official  position  ? — Yes ;  I  was  ] 
last  year. 

10757.  Were  you  previously  a  member  of  the  Town  Council 
Clerk  for  nearly  six  years. 

10758.  Had  you  some  knowledge  of  the  Act  previously  ?- 
considerably  interested  in  temperance  work  since  1875. 

10759.  Do  you  recall  the  state  of  things  in  St.  Stephen  and 
under  the  license  law  ? — I  do  in  St.  Stephen. 

10760.  Were  there  as  many  licenses  as  Mr.  Clarke  stated  ? — T 

10761.  Was  the  population  more  then  ? — No  ;  it  has  been  incr 

1876  the  number  of  licenses  was  36  or  37  ;  in  1877,  19  ;  in  1881, 

10762.  That  was  the  last  year  under  license  ? — Yes. 

10763. 'There  have  been  no  licenses  issued  since  ? — Yes,  whole 

10764.  How  many  ? — Three  or  four  in  the  county,  at  St.  Andn 
I  am  under  the  impression  that  a  wholesale  license  was  issued  by 
for  the  town  of  St.  Stephen,  which  the  Town  Council  fought  in  the 
in  upsetting. 

10765.  Was  the  vote  on  the  Scott  Act  in  1879  a  large  vote?— 
the  majority  was  about  six  to  one,  on  a  very  small  vote. 

10766.  W^ould  the  total  vote  be  half  the  registered  vote  ?—  No 
votes  all  together.     The  opponents  of  the  Scott  Act  did  not  come  o 

10767.  How  many  votes  were  polled  against  it  1 — Something  o 

10768.  Then  the  number  of  votes  was  in  the  vicinity  of  700  al 

10769.  What  were  the  proportions  last  year? — I  have  the  figi 
and  855  against,  leaving  a  majority  of  930,  more  than  two  to  one. 

10770.  That  total  vote  was  a  fair  vote  ? — Yes. 

10771.  How  was  St.  Stephen? — St.  Stephen  gave  a  majoril 
the  Act. 

10772.  How  many  places  in  the  county  gave  a  vote  against  th 

10773.  Was  the  majority  against  it  considerable  in  those  ] 
The  largest  vote  against  it  was  in  St.  Andrew's,  where  it  was  4 
wei-e,  6,  10,  14,  and  6. 

10774.  Do  you  remember  the  character  of  the  town  in  regard 
and  so  on,  before  itnd  since  the  Act  was  adopted  ? — As  to  the  town 
I  have  taken  from  the  records. 

10775.  Can  you  get  the  records  ? — I  have  some  figures  here  sho^ 
1875. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

10776.  We  were  told  the  records  were  burnt? — They  were  b 
others  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Town  Clerk. 

10777.  The  Town  Clerk  said    they  were  destroyed  ? — Those 

1877  I  got  from  the  records  that  were  burnt;  I  got  them  when  I 

10778.  Can  you  produce  the  record  from  which  the  abstract  i 
it  years  ago,  and  I  have  had  it  in  my  possession  for  years. 
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Expense, 

Police. . . 

.  $1,059  91 

do 

do  ... 

.     1,084  93 

do 

do   ... 

828  22 

do 

do  ... 

733  05 

do 

do  ... 
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By  Judge  McDonald : 

10779.  If  the  witness  states  he  made  this  memoranda  from  records  which  were  in 
his  possession,  it  is  the  test  evident  e  we  can  get — The  amount  we  paid  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  police,  after  deducting  the  amotmt  of  the  fines,  was  as  follows  : — 

1875 26  licenses. 

1876 27      do 

1877 19      do 

1878 17      do 

1879 16      do 

1880,  the  first  year  of  the  Scott  Act,  No  licenses ;  expense,  $612.94. 

1881,  no  licenses  ;  e.xpense,  $731.21. 

I  might  state  that  in  the  latter  part  of  that  year  prosecutions  began  to  be  hung 
up  by  the  Supreme  Court.  In  1882,  when  the  prosecutions  were  hung  up,  there 
were  about  30  rum  shops  in  operation  and  the  expense  for  police  was  $1,006.89. 
I  have  a  statement  showing  that  in  1879,  the  last  year  under  license,  the  fines  amounted 
to  $396.30.  In  1880,  the  first  year  under  the  Scott  Act,  they  amounted  to  $109.25. 
In  1881,  they  had  increased  somewhat  as  regards  the  last  two  months  of  th^t  year.  But 
in  1889,  they  ^ere  not  so  large,  amounting  to  $288.80.     The  Scott  Act  was  adopted  in 

1879,  and  it  came  into  force  on  the  expiration  of  the  licenses  in  1880.  The  first  pro- 
secution was  on  the  1st  of  May,  1880.  An  appeal  was  taken  from  some  cause  in  Mai-ch, 
1881,  but  no  decision  was  given  until  April  20th,  1883,  the  case  being  two  years  before 
the  court.  Nothing  was  going  on  in  the  way  of  prosecution,  because  it  was  considered 
not  safe  to  proceed  until  these  cases -were  settled.  From  May  1st  to  December  31st,  1879, 
the  town  was  under  license.     During  the  same  period,  from  May  1st  to  December  Sht, 

1880,  there  were  four  arrests  for  drunkenness,  thirteen  prosecutions  and  nine  convic- 
tions. The  total  number,  in  1880,  from  January  1st  to  the  last  of  December,  vas 
twelve;  while  in  1881  it  was  forty-one.  In  January,  theie  were  no  convictions;  in 
February,  one  ;  in  March,  four ;  Ajril,  three;  May,  five;  Jui.e,  none;  J  ly,  three; 
August,  two  ;  September,  five;  October,  three,  and  then  when  the  prosecutions  were 
hung  up  in  November,  seven  ;  and  December,  eight.  In  1882,  when  no  prosecutions  took 
place,  the  number  of  arrests  for  drunkenness  was  129,  against  12  in  1889.  In  1883,  the 
arrests  were  103.     I  have  some  figures  here  as  to  the  support  of  the  poor  in   the   town. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod  : 

10780.  Can  you  state  anything  as  to  the  poverty  and  forms  of  crime  other  than 
drunkenness  ? — As  to  the  support  of  the  poor,  I  could  give  statistics  from  1875  to  1881, 
and  they  were  years  in  which  the  same  Commissioner  of  the  poor  was  in  office,  which 
shows  that  the  administration  of  the  poor  should  have  cost  about  the  same.  From  1875 
to  1879  we  were  under  a  license  law,  and  from  1880  to  1881  under  the  Canada  Tem- 
perance Act.  In  1875,  there  were  36  licenses  and  the  support  of  the  poor  cost  $676.94. 
In  1876,  there  were  27  licenses,  and  the  support  of  the  poor  cost  $664.81.  In  1877, 
there  were  19  licenses,  and  i  he  support  of  the  poor  cost  $1,040.40.  I  might  explain  ti  at 
the  large  increase  was  due  to  the  fire,  which  burnt  out  the  lower  part  of  the  town  and 
rendered  many  families  homeless.  In  1878,  there  were  17  licenses,  and  tl  e  support  of 
the  poor  cost  $825.28.  In  1879,  there  were  15  licenses,  and  the  support  of  the  poor 
cost  $825.28.  In  1880,  under  the  Scott  Act,  the  support  of  the  poor  cost  $562.43 ;  anS 
in  1881,  $645.52.     It  was  lower  in  those  two  years  than  in  the  previous  years. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

10781.  Will  you  prepare  an  account  for-  the  rest  of  the  years? — I  have  not  pre- 
pared one.     In  1882  and  1883  the  law  was  not  enforced.  ' 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

10782.  You  could  give  us  a  supplementary  statement  ?-^ Yes.  I  consider  that  in 
1880  and  1881  the  Scott  Act  was  better  enforced  than  it  has  been  in  any  year  since. 

Charles  H.  Vroom. 
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10783.  What  were  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  enforcement  of  the  law,  and  how 
soon  and  in  what  manner  did  you  get  over  those  difficulties  1 — There  was  an  appeal 
taken  in  March,  1881,  which  was  the  first  case  of  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court,  and  it 
was  hung  up  there  for  two  years.  Appeals  were  also  taken  as  to  the  constitutionality 
of  the  Act,  which  were  taken  to  the  Privy  Council  in  England.  It  is  only  within  the 
last  three  or  four  years  that  the  Scott  Act  has  been  fsirly  cleared  of  these  obstacles.      » 

10784.  And  there  are  some  difficulties  yet  ? — Yes. 

10785.  Are  there  any  cases  before  the  Court  1 — I  do  not  think  so. 

10786.  Is  the  Act  well  enforced? — Not  as  well  as  it  ought  to  be  ;  it  is  in  many 
places  in  the  county,  but  not  in  St.  Stephen. 

10787.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that? — I  do  not  think  the  officer  does  his  duty  as 
he  ought  to  do  ;  and  there  are  difficulties.  We  should  have  power  of  search,  and  the 
power  of  seizure  should  be  better  defined  than  it  is. 

10788.  You  are  an  employer  of  labour.  Have  you  observed  that  labouring  men 
are  beneficially  affected  by  even  a  partial  prohibition  of  the  trade  ? — I  have. 

10789.  In  what  way  ? — Because  they  do  not  drink  as  much.  I  have  had  difficulty 
with  men  under  the  influence  of  liquor.  Sometimes  men  would  be  half  drunk  for  some 
days,  and  put  us  behind  with  our  work. 

10790.  Do  you  find  the  prohibition  of  the  trade  saves  the  men  somewhat  from 
that  1 — Very  largely,  I  think. 

10791.  What  has  been  your  observation  of  the  operation  of  the  law  in  the  county? 
— I  know  it  has  been  very  beneficial. 

10792.  And  from  the  vote  of  November  last  you  think  that  the  people  were  more 
favourable  to  the  law  than  they  were  at  first  1 — I  da 

10793.  And  that  in  spite  of  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  its  enforcement? — Yes. 
I  think  the  law  has  been  the  greatest  educator  we  have  had.  It  I  as  outlawed  the  liquor 
traffic  and  made  people  look  down  upon  it,  instead  of  its  being  looked  upon  as  a  respect- 
able trade. 

10794.  Is  that  so  in  Calais,'  in  Bangor,  and  in  P9rtland  ? — Yes  ;  I  have  been  there, 
and  I  think  ^o. 

10795.  What  is  your  observation  ? — In  Calais  it  is  sometimes  difficult  to  enforce, 
and  sometimes  it  is  laxly  enforced.  I  think  in  Bangor  it  is  less  enforced  than  in  any 
other  place,  and  in  Portland  it  is  supplied  in  the  lower  places,  but  I  never  saw  anything 
there  such  as  prevailed  under  a  license  law.  I  never  saw  anything  on  the  outside  of 
the  buildings  to  lead  the  people  to  believe  that  liquors  were  sold. 

10796.  Then  the  places  are  not  invitations  to  people,  but  there  may  be  places 
where  persons  who  are  searching  for  liquor  may  get  it  ? — Yes.  It  is  not  like  going  into 
New  York,  for  instance. 

10797.  Charlotte  County  has  a  large  coast-line,  and  I  suppose*  there  is  damage  to 
vessels  sometimes  ? — Yes. 

10798.  Have  you  any  knowledge  as  to  how  far  such  cases  can  be  traced  to  drink  ? 
— Only  from  inquiries,  not  from  personal  knowledge.  I  have  inquired  in  regard  to 
these  things.  A  resident  of  Grand  Manan,  who  resided  there  all  his  life,  told  me  he 
thought  nearly  all  the  last  wrecks,  with  loss  of  life^  there  were  due  to  liquor. 

Bi/  Mr.  Clarke  : 

10799.  Have  you  any  personal  knowledge  of  that  ? — Yes. 

10800.  How  many  policemen  were  employed  in  St.  Stephen  in  1872  ?-- 1  think  two, 

10801.  How  many  were  there  before  ?- — I  think  the  same  number. 

10802.  The  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  has  not  reduced  the  number? — There  has- 
been  a  time  when  there  was  a  Marshal  and  two  policemen. 

10803.  Since  the  Scott  Act  was  in  operation  ? — Yes  ;  it  has  been  contended  that  it 
should  be  one  of  the  duties  of  the  policemen  to  watch  against  fires,  and  one  man  cannot 
perfectly  attend  to  that  matter. 

10804.  Will  you  complete  the  return  you  have  made  by  going  down  to  1891  ? — Yes. 

10805.  You  said,  about  six  to  one  voted  in  favour  of  the  Act  the  first  time  ? — Yes. 

10806.  And  the  last  time  about  two  to  one  ? — Yes. 
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>te  polled  the  last  time  as  large  as  it  was  at  the  parliamentaiy 

the  difference  ? — I  do  not  think  there  was  as  large  a  vote  s& 
SIS  a  very  stormy  day  and  the  people  from  the  Islands  could  not 
;. 

as  a  small  vote  ? — Not  a  small  vote.     It  was  large  on  a  question 
large  as  is  generally  polled  at  a  parliamentary  election 
jry  large  vote  ? — It  was  about  2,600,  and  in  a  Dominion  election 

my  reason  to  doubt  the  accuracy  of  the  statement  made  by  the 

?— No. 

[eve  it  is  a  correct  statement  ? — I  think  so. 


of  St.  Stephen,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : — 
Donald : 

ur  profession  or  occupation? — 'I  am  a  played-out  trader, 
lave  you  been  engaged  in  that  business  ?— -Forty  years. 


been  doing  nothing  for  40  years  ? — I  was  in  the  public-house 
irt  of  the  time  for  myself  and  part  for  others, 
iny  statement  you  wish  to  make  to  the  Commission? — No,  I 
m  ready  to  answer  any  question.     I  have  had  a  good  deal  of 
business.      I  was  here  when  we  had   the  prohibitory  law  of 

It: 

>w  anything  about  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  know 
eal  of  trouble  about  it. 

sold  now  1 — They  are  supposed  to  be,  and  there  have  been  a 

it  and  a  great  many  fines  made. 


\y  of  Milltown,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : — 

Donald  : 

rour  profession  or  occupation  ? — I  am  foreman  of  a  lumbering 

^cLeod : 

I  good  many  men  in  your  employ  ? — At  present  about  100. 
Jiy  rule  in  the  selection  and  engaging  of  your  men  as  to  their 
ou  employ  drinking  men  ? — I  have  to  employ  them  ;  I  prefer  not 
led  preference  for  men  who  do  not  drink, 
ey  are  better  men,  they  work  more  steadily,  there  is  no  risk  of 
3  take  their  places  every  morning. 

ale  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  the  number  of  days  a  man  would 
jount  of  his  drinking  habits  1 — They  vary  to  a   certain  extent ; 
one  to  three  days  at  the  first  of  the  month  after  pay-day. 
they  lose  other  two  days  in  the  month  ? — I  think  they  would. 

OOM. 
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10825.  Do  you  think  the  principle  6i  total  abstinence  is  being  inoi 
by  labouring  men  ? — I  think  so,  because  it  is  now  more  difficult  to  get 
great  many  men  who  would  not  drink  for  several  months  if  liquor  was 

10S26.  Is  the  Scott  Act  in  force  in  Mill  town  ?— Yes. 

10827.  Is  there  much  illicit  sale  ? — Very  little  at  present. 

10828.  When  you  find  there  is  considerable  illicit  sale,  do  you  la 
more  irregular  at  their  work  ? — Decidedly. 

10829.  When  the  enforcement  of  the  law  is  carried  out  effectual 
any  beneficial  change  in  your  men  ? — I  do.  1  will  say  in  regard  to  1 
that  there  is  considerable  liquor  sold.  There  are  only  three  places 
should  say  there  are  only  two  places,,  for  one  has  been  closed  to-day,  a 
has  left  for  the  land  of  the  free — where  liquor  is  sold,  and  that  is  sold 
tomers  almost  wholly. 

10830.  Have  you  a  corporation  at  Milltown? — Yes. 

10831.  Whose  duty  is  it  to  enforce  the  law? — It  is  my  duty. 

10832.  Then  you  are  an  official  ?— Yes. 

10833.  Are  you  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  law 
appointed  by  the  Town  Council  of  Milltown. 

10834.  Do  you  find  much  difficulty  in  enforcing  the  law  ? — 
difficulty. 

10835.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  difficulty? — The  difficulty  is  in 
We  are  situated  on  the  border,  and  if  you  summon  a  man  to  attend, 
across  the  line  and  remains  there  until  the  trial  is  o^^er.     Another 
when  you  get  a  witness  into  the  box  he  is  liable  to  take  a  false  oath, 
in  the  law  in  regard  to  search  and  seizure  :  the  finding  of  liquor  shouh 

facte  evidence. 

10836.  You  think  if  the  law  was  amended  in  that  respect  it  woulc 
ment  ? — I  certainly  do. 

10837.  Were  you  Mayor  at  one  time  ? — I  was  Mayor  for  six  yeai 
the  Council  for  seven  years  in  succession. 

10838.  Is  the  Council  composed  of  members  favourable  to  the  en 
law  ?— It  is. 

10839.  And  it  is  in  accord  with  the  sentiment  of  the  town? — ' 
strongly  in  favour  of  the  enforcement  of  the  law,  although  we  have  « 
opposed  to  it. 

10840.  Looking  at  the  years  the  law  has  been  in  operation,  do 
been  fairly  well  enforced,  and  has  had  a  beneficial  effect  on  the  comi 
had  a  beneficial  effect  during  the  last  two  or  three  years — that  is,  since 
cases  out  of  the  Supreme  Court.  I  have  had  cases  there  for  three 
decision  being  given.  During  the  interval  we  did  not  press  the  Jaw 
these  circumstances. 

B^  Mr,  Clarke  : 

10841.  What  is  the  population  of  Milltown  ? — Two  thousand  one 

10842.  How  many  unlicensed  places  are  there  now?— Two,  to  my 

10843.  How  many  are  licensed  ? — We  never  had  any  licenses  gra] 
since  I  went  there,  forty  years  ago  this  fall. 

'    10844.   Has  liquor  been  sold  illicitly  ? — Yes,  to  a  certain  extent. 

The  Commission  adjourned  to  meet  at  Fredericton  on  12th  inst. 
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FREDERICTON,  12th  August,  1892. 

The  Royal  Commission  on  the  Liquor  Traffic  met  in  this  city,  this  day,  Judge 
McDonald  presiding. 

Present : 

Mr.  E.  F.  Clarke.  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod.  Mr.  G.  A.  Gigault. 


His  Honour  Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY,  Lieutenant  Governor  of  New  Bruns- 
wick, attended  by  invitation. 

Judge  McDONALD. — As  we  have  been  making  certain  investigations  with 
respect  to  the  passing  of  a  prohibitory  law  some  years  ago  in  New  Brunswick,  when  Sir 
T^onard  Tilley  was  in  charge  of  the  House  and  had  charge  of  the  Bill,  and  as  Sir 
Leonard  has  kindly  consented  to  make  a  statement,  the  Commissioners  have  thought  it 
well  to  hold  an  informal  meeting  and  to  hear  that  statement  to-day,  as  he  will  not  be 
here  to-morrow. 

Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY,  at  the  request  of  the  Acting  Chairman,  then  made  a 
statement.  He  said  :  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  give  you  much  important  information, 
but  if  there  should  be  any  disci  epancy  as  to  the  dates  and  circumstances,  it  is  owing  to 
the  fact  that  I  have  not  refreshed  my  memory.  I  have  the  leading  points  in  my  mind, 
and,  if  it  will  be  of  any  interest  to  the  Commission,  I  can  give  them. 

Judge  McDONALD. — The  Commission  will  be  pleased  to  hear  an  account  of  the 
matter  given  in  your  own  way. 

Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY.— The  agitation  for  a  prohibitory  law  was  commenced 
and  was  prosecuted  somewhat  vigorously  for  three  years  before  the  Bill  passed.  "We  used 
the  press  and  lecture  platform  to  bring  this  subject  before  the  people  of  New  Bruns- 
wick. Petitions  were  presented  in  1854,  and,  I  think,  a  Bill  was  presented  by  Mr. 
ScouUar  during  the  spring  of  1854.  I  was  not  in  the  House  then.  It  did  not  become 
law  at  that  time,  but  the  petitions  that  were  presented  were  very  numerous ;  they  were 
rolled  in  the  size  of  rolls  of  carpet,  on  the  floor  of  the  House,  we  had  so  many  of  them, 
and  there  was  a  very  general  opinion  prevailing  in  the  country  that  there  was  at  that 
time  a  majority  in  favour  of  prohibition.  In  1855  I  was  in  the  Legislature  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Government,  but  the  Bill  that  had  been  prepared  by  friends  of  tempeiunce, 
was  placed  in  my  hands  as  a  private  member  arid  was  not  introduced  as  a  Government 
measure. 

Mr.  CLARKE.— It  was  a  private  Bill. 

Judge  McDONALD. — It  was  a  public  Bill  introduced  by  a  private  member. 

Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY. — Yes,  it  was  not  a  Government  measure.  Of  course, 
nowadays,  when  a  Government's  responsibility  is  more  clearly  defined,  no  doubt  the  House 
would  insist  on  a  Bill  affecting  the  revenue  being  introduced  by  the  Government,  but 
then  it  was  not  exacted,  and  I  introduced  the  Bill  as  a  private  member.  The  advocates 
of  the  measure  submitted  to  the  House  evidence  they  had  accumulated  during  three 
years  with  reference  to  the  effect  of  intemperance  in  producing  crime  and  lunacy  and 
the  deaths  that  had  bei  n  occasioned  by  drink,  and  the  record  presented  had  a  very 
great  effect,  not  only  upon  the  country,  but  upon  the  members  of  the  House ;  members 
who  at  first  objected  to  the  measure,  subsequently  voted  for  it,  when  it  was  under  con- 
sideration, and  it  resulted  in  the  Bill  being  passed  by  three-fifths  of  the  members  in 
both  branches. 

Mr,  CLARKE. — Was  there  a  larger  proportion  in  the  Upper  than  in  the  Lower 
House  ? 

Sir  Leonard  Tilley. 
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Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY.— I  think  it  was  a  little. larger  in  the  Upper  House 
(which  was  not  expected)  than  it  was  in  the  Lower  House,  but  taking  the  two  branches 
together,  we  had  about  tbree-tifths  of  the  members  o:  the  two  Houses  supporting  the  Bill. 
The  p  ovisions  of  the  Bill  were  that  there  should  be  no  intoxicating  bevera;;es  imported, 
manufactured  or  sold  in  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick  after  the  first  day  of  January, 
1856,  except  for  medicinal,  mechanical  or  sacramental  purposes.  The  assent  was  given 
to  the  Bill  at  the  close  of  the  session.  On  the  tirst  day  of  January,  1856,  it  became  law. 
I  may  add  that  during  all  our  discussion  and  when  the  Bill  was  under  consideration  of 
the  Legislature,  the  opponents  of  the  measure  made  no  n»ove  of  any  consequence  in  op- 
position. They  held  no  meetinj^  in  opposition  to  it.  The  temperance  men  had  the  dis- 
cussion all  to  themselves.  The  petitions  and  arguments  were  all  on  one  side,  and  no 
active  steps  were  taken,  even  when  the  measure  was  under  consideration  in  the  House. 
The  reason  probably  was  that  the  Opposition  believed  it  would  not  become  law.  When 
it  did  become  law,  things  changed  and  a  very  strong  opposition  was  manifested  by  the 
opponents  of  the  Bill.  When  the  law  came  into  force,  on  the  1st  of  Januaiy,  1856,  it 
it  was  enforced  with  considerable  vigour.  When  persons  were  found  violating  the  law, 
complaints  were  lodged  before  some  of  the  magistrate^,  principally  in  the  City  and  County 
of  St  John,  and  convictions  obtained.  Appeals  from  the  decisions  of  these  magistrates 
were  frequently  taken  to  the  Supreme  Court,  on  the  ground  of  irregularity  or  improper 
proceedings  on  the  part  of  Justices  of  the  peace.  None  of  them  being  legal  men,  you 
can  quite  understand  that  errors  in  proceedings  might  occur,  and  the  results  were,  that 
when  appeals  were  brought  before  the  Judges  on  account  of  these  irregularities,  their 
decisions  were  set  aside,  and  they  were  mulcted  in  costs  amounting  to  $300  or  $400 
each.  You  can  quite  understand  the  effect  that  would  have.  It  struck  rather  a  panic 
among  the  Justices  of  the  peace,  and  the  result  was  that  many  of  them  declined  to  take 
further  proceedings.  Many  of  the  cases  before  the  Judges  were  not  decided,  but  were 
held  in  abeyance  for  some  time.  This  created  a  kind  of  backwater  in  the  whole  matter. 
Men  who  were  very  zealous  in  favour  of  the  law  said,  the  who'e  thing  is  going  to  be  a 
failure ;  they  got  disheartened  at  once  and  became  discouraged  and  did  not  carry  on 
prosecutions  any  furtlier.  Of  course,  that  resulted  at  once  in  the  men  who  were  en- 
gaged in  the  traffic,  finding  a  sort  of  panic  existing,  commencing  to  sell.  For  about  six 
weeks,  the  law  was  pretty  generally  enforced,  but  after  that  the  parties  began  to  sell. 
Some  were  proceeded  against  and  fined.  Others  sold  openly  without  any  action  being 
taken,  for  the  reasons  I  have  mentioned. 

When  the  House  rose,  the  end  of  April  or  the  first  of  May,  1856,  the  Governor, 
Mr.  Manners-Sutton,  who  had  been  opposed  to  the  measure  throughout,  and  had  very 
strong  feelings  upon  the  subject  and  looked  upon  the  Bill  as  a  very  tyrannical  one,  his 
objection  being  known  to  moat  of  those  he  came  in  contact  with,  arrived  at  the  conclu- 
sion that  we  should  appeal  to  the  country  on  the  question.  He  stated  that  the  question 
had  not  been  fully  discussed  at  the  general  election  of  1854.  I  may  say  that  it  was 
discussed  at  very  many  of  the  polls,  and  I  myself  with  another  gentleman,  who  lost  his 
election,  were  selectetl  as  prohibition  candidates.  I  was  elected,  though  not  solely  on 
prohibition  grounds,  Mr.  Lawrence  and  myself  being  the  temperance  candidates. 
The  same  thing  occurred  in  other  counties.  The  present  Judge  Steadman  was  elected 
as  a  temperance  candidate  in  Westmoreland  County  and  so  on.  While  the  question  was 
discussed,  it  was  not  the  leading  question  at  the  election.  There  were,  perhaps,  some 
party  questions  more  prominent ;  but  still,  this  was  a  prominent  question  in  several 
constituencies,  and  many  temperance  men  came  into  the  House  in  1854  to  sustain 
prohibition. 

The  Governor  addressed  a  communication  to  the  Council,  stating  that  he  thought 
the  House  should  be  dissolved  and  the  country  appealed  to  on  this  question  ;  and  among 
other  things,  he  stated,  if  I  recollect  his  remarks,  that  "when  justice  ceases  to  be  even- 
handed,  it  ceases  to  be  justice."  That  had  reference  to  the  fact  that  some  persons  were 
proceeded  against  and  fined,  while  others  sold  without  being  proceeded  against.  They 
were  not  always  equally  dealt  with,  that  is  the  offenders  against  the  law.  He 
stated  very  distinctly  that,  in  the  public  interest,  he  thought  the  House  should  be 
dissolved  and  the  country  appealed  to.  .Although  two  or  three  of  the  members 
of  the  Government  did  not  vote  for  the  prohibitory  law,  still  when  he  sent  this  memo- 
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raudum  to  the  Council  there  was  no  difference  of  opinion.  The  ground  they  took 
was  that  the  law  had  been  in  force  only  three  or  four  months  ; ,  that  the  time  was  inop- 
portune to  appeal  to  the  country  with  all  these  legal  questions  pending  and  with  all  the 
uncertainty  about  them.  The  Council  stated  they  thought  the  law  should  have  a  twelve- 
months' trial,  or  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Legislature  in  1857.  He  did  not  agree 
with  us  on  that  point,  and  he  sent  down  an  order  to  me  as  Provincial  Secretary  and 
Clerk  of  the  Crown  to  prepare  a  proclamation  dissolving  the  House  and  callii^  a  general 
election.  I  declined,  as  Provincial  Secretary,  to  act  upon  his  request,  and  the  Govern- 
ment then  sent  in  their  resignation.  We  said  we  differed  with  him  as  tp  the  course  to 
be  pursued  and  declined  to  continue  to  be  his  advisers.  He  accepted  our  resignation, 
and  called  to  his  Council  men  who  advised  him  to  dissolve  the  House,  and  he  acted  upon 
their  advice.  The  result  was  that  a  large  number  of  the  men  who  had  signed  the  peti- 
tion for  prohibition,  and  some  who  had  taken  aji  active  part  in  its  support  went  into 
opposition  to  the  measure,  supported  the  candidates  who  favoured  the  Governor's  action, 
and  the  election  resulted  in  only  two  or  three  members  out  of  the  whole  41  being 
returned  in  favour  of  prohibition. 

If  the  opponents  of  prohibition  were  idle  in  1854  and  1855,  they  were  particularly 
energetic  during  that  contest,  and  in  the  city  of  St.  John,  which  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the 
strongest  localities  in  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick  in  opposition  to  prohibition,  I  was 
less  than  100  votes  behind.  Only  two  or  three  members  were  returned  to  the  House 
who  had  pledged  themselves  to  vote  for  prohibition.  The  House  was  summoned  to  ine^ 
in  July,  1856,  and  the  vote  in  favour  of  repeal  was  almost  unanimous,  only  two  or  thi-ee 
voting  against  it.  The  law  was  repealed,  and  the  Legislature  was  prorogued.  I  may 
say  here  that  the  law  was  practically  in  force  only  for  four  months,  because  after  the  Gov- 
ernor had  accepted  our  resignation  and  it  was  understood  an  appeal  was  to  be  made  to  the 
people,  everything  was  chaos.  No  effort  was  made  to  enforce  the  law,  and  practically 
it  was  only  enforced  from  the  first  of  January  to  the  first  of  May.  I  have  since  then 
counselled  our  friends  in  moving  in  the  direction  of  prohibition  or  legislation  for  the 
suppression  of  the  traffic  to  be  quite  sure  that  the  public  sentiment  was  strong  enough 
to  enforce  the  law  if  enacted. 

10845.  Rev.  Dr.  McLEOD.— What  do  you  think  would  have  l>een  the  effect  if 
you  had  had  the  year  your  Government  asked  for  in  which  to  enforce  the  law  ? 

Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY. — We  would  have  been  in  a  better  position  than  we  were; 
but  I  doubt  if  we  would  have  been  able  to  sustain  it,  because,  as  I  said,  I  found  that 
persons  who  were  most  earnest  in  petitioning  and  speaking  in  favour  of  the  measure, 
whenever  there  was  any  opportunity  to  secure  its  enforcement,  became  discouraged,  and 
therefore  I  cannot  help  concluding  that,  although  we  had,  as  we  thought,  sufficient  reason 
for  believing  that  a  considerable  majority  of  the  people  were  in  its  favour,  our  Legislature 
was  at  that  time  in  advance  of  public  sentiment.  There  had  been  no  opposition  of  any 
kind,  and  we  imagined  we  were  carrying  everything  before  us.  Now  it  is  different.  We 
find  a  considerable  agitation  against  prohibitory  legislation,  whereas  then  we  saw  every- 
thing in  the  brightest  light. 

10846.  Mr.  CLARKE. — What  was  the  effect  on  the  temperance  movement? 

Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY.— It  was  not  beneficial  at  that  time,  because  a  great  num- 
ber of  people  'got  discouraged  and  disheartened.  It  put  back  prohibition  sentiment 
somewhat,  but  it  did  not  after  a  year  or  two  discourage  the  temperance  people  in  the  advo- 
cacy of  the  cause  of  temperance.     It  was  rather  a  shock,  a  disappoinment  at  the  time. 

10847.  Judge  McDONALD. — Although  this  question  turned  out  the  Govern- 
ment and  a  new  Government  came  in  with  a  majority  to  repeal  it,  politically  the 
situation  was  not  changed  im  the  Province  ? 

Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY.— It  wa^  a  remarkable  thing  that  while  nearly  eveiy 
man,  with  the  exception  of  two  or  three,  was  elected  in  opposition  to  prohibition,  it 
turned  out  that  there  were  20  members  opposed  to  the  Government  as  then  constituted 
and  21  in  favour  of  it,  so  that  they  could  never  get  a  vote  except  by  the  casting  vote  of 
the  Speaker,  his  election  leaving  the  House  20  to  20.  After  the  House  had  been  in 
session  for  about  40  days  and  things  were  almost  at  a  deadlock,  it  was  found  that  ooe 
of  the  members  supporting  the  new  Government  was  weakening,  and  the  Government 
Sir  Leonard  Tilley. 
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hearing  of  this,  took  the  bull  by  the  horns  and  dissolved  the  House.  In  another  day 
they  would  hav«  had  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence,  and  another  party  would  have  had 
a  majority.  The  previous  Government  came  back  from  the  elections  supported  by  two- 
thirds  of  the  House. 

10848.  Mr.  CLARKE. — Did  they  come  back  on  the  question  of  prohibition  ? 

Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY. — No,  on  other  questions ;  and  the  same  men  came  back 
12  months  afterwards  and  resumed  office. 

10849.  Judge  McDONALD. — And  went  with  your  general  policy  1 
Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY.— Yes. 

10850.  Mr.  CLARKE. — If  the  Legislature  had  been  permitted  to  live  out  its 
usual  tf*rni,  would  the  appeal  to  the  country  have  been  as  straight  and  direct  upon  the 
subject  of  the  continuance  on  the  statute-book  of  that  prohibition  law  as  it  was  in 
consequence  of  the  action  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor  ? 

Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY.— I  do  not  think  it  likely  that  it  would.  But  still,  if 
prohibition  had  been  fought  out  for  four  years  and  we  had  then  gone  to  the  country, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  would  have  been  the  leading  issue,  because  we  had  few  important 
questions  that  divided  the  two  parties,  and  this  would  have  over-ridden  the  others. 
Still,  T  do  not  think  it  would  have  been  quite  as  direct  or  straight. 

1085L  Judge  McDONALD. — This  was  not  a  party  political  question  ? 

Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY.— No;  as  I  told  you,  there  were  20  to  21  members  of 
the  two  parties  who  were  elected  to  the  new  House  ;  but  some  of  our  friends,  who  were 
in  favour  of  prohibition,  said  the  Governor  was  right  and  sustained  him,  in  fact  made 
it  a  constitutional  question. 

10852.  Rev.  Dr.  McLEOD. — You  say  the  majority  against  you  was  less  than 
100.     Were  the  majorities  generally  large  or  small  ? 

Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY— They  were  in  most  cases  large. 

10853^.  Mr.  CLARKE. — Did  the  constitutional  question  generally  enter  into  the 
fight  between  the  retiring  members  and  their  friends  and  the  Governor? 

Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY— It  did,  to  some  extent.  Our  party,  as  a  party,  or 
many  of  the  leading  men,  took  the  ground  that  it  was  an  unconstitutional  act  on  the  part 
of  the  Governor.  On  the  other  hand,  there  were  some  men  who  declared  that  they  were 
not  in  favour  of  the  repeal  of  the  law,  but  they  would  stand  by  the  Governor  in  support 
of  his  constitutional  right ;  so  in  that  way  we  lost  about  as  much  on  one  side  as  we 
gained  on  the  other  between  the  parties.  The  law  was  practically  in  force  only  four 
months. 

10854.  Rev.  Dr.  McLEOD. — Really  the  law  was  not  enforced  from  the  time 
it  came  into  operation  ? 

Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY. — It  came  into  operation  in  January  and  it  was 
repealed  in  July. 

10855.  Judge  McDONALD. — We  have  had  the  statement  made  that  it  was  in 
force  for  a  year  and  a  half  ;  but  that  would  mean  that  it  was  on  the  statute-book  for  a- 
year  and  a  half  after  it  was  passed. 

Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY. — That  must  have  been  what  the  parties  meant.  I  see 
you  have  been  obtaining  somewhat  the  same  kind  of  evidence  in  St.  John  with  refer- 
ence to  police  matters  and  lunacy,  etc.,  that  we  did  in  1855.  We  had  carefully  during 
three  years  treasured  up  every  record  and  evidence  throughout  the  pi^ovince  as  to  the 
extent  of  poverty,  crime  and  lunacy  resulting  from  intemperance,  and  I*  well  recollect 
that  when  these  facts  were  presented  to  the  House  there  were  members  who  while  at  the 
t)ut8et  they  said  they  would  oppose  the  Bill,  became  satisfied  it  should  have  a  trial. 

10856.  Rev.  Dr.  McLEOD. — Nearly  40  years  have  passed  since  then,  and  you 
have  been  observing  the  country  very  closely  1 

Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY.— Yes. 

10857.  Rev.  Dr.  McLEOD. — Do  you  see  any  signs  of  marked  growth  of  temper- 
ance and  prohibition  feeling  since  then  ? 

Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY. — There  is  no  doubt  of  the  growth  of  temperance  and 
prohibition  sentiment  in  the  country  since  then. 

10858.  Mr.  CLARKE. — Is  that  confined  to  any  one  province  or  country  ? 
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Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY. — I  know  my  own  province  best,  and  I  know  that  50 
years  ago  New  Brunswick  consumed  five  times  as  much  Jamaica  spirits  alone  per  head 
of  the  population  as  we  consume  now  of  intoxicating  beverages  generally. 

10859.  Mr.  CLARKE. — What  was  the  principal  trade  of  the  province  at  that 
time  ? 

Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY. — It  was  Jamaica  spirits  that  was  principally  used  at 
that  time.  We  imported  largely  from  the  West  Indies  and  shipped  to  England,  and  the 
difference  between  the  imports  and  exports  shows  the  amount  consumed. 

10S60.  Judge  McDONALD. — Is  that  what  accjunts  for  the  large  amount  of  the 
exports? 

Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY.--In  }852  the  exports  were  large,  for  the  reason  stated. 
We  were  doing  a  large  business  with  the  West  Indies,  and  we  would  send  fish  and 
lumber  to  them  and  bring  back  rum  and  sugar,  and  ship  the  rum  largely  to  the  old 
country. 

10861.  Mr.  CLARKE. — Is  there  as  much  direct  trade  with  the  West  Indies  now 
as  .there  was  then  ? 

Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY. — No.  Any  one  who  has  lived  to  my  age  can  see  a 
very  great  difference  in  the  public  sentiment  on  the  question  of  temperance. 

10862.  Mr.  CLARKE. — To  what  do  you  attribute  the  improved  coidition  of 
things  and  the  improved  feeling  iu  regard  to  temperance  ? 

Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY.— I  attribute  it  largely  to  the  agitation  on  that  sub- 
ject— to  the  general  information  which  has  been  given  to  the  public  through  the  press, 
from  the  platform,  the  pulpit  and  through  church  organizations.  I  think  these  have 
had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the  change  of  public  sentiment  on  that  question,  and  also 
the  books  that  have  been  introduced  into  our  schools  have  had  a  good  effect.  The 
stringent  la^s  that  have  been  enacted  in  the  province  and  by  the  Dominion  Parliament 
have  been  the  result  of  that  enlightened  public  opinion.  For  myself,  Phave  neN'er 
changed  my  opinion  as  to  the  beneficial  results  that  would  follow  from  prohibition  of 
the  importation  and  manufacture  and  sale  of  intoxicating  beverages,  except  to  have  it 
strengthened ;  but  with  the  tixperience  I  have  had  I  am  Very  anxious  that  when  we 
again  take  the  fort,  we  should  hold  it.  The  value  of  the  enactment  of  a  prohibi- 
tory law  will  be  in  its  enforcement.  To  secure  this,  I  have  counselled  the  friends  of 
prohibition  to  continue  the  education  of  the  people  on  the  subject,  to  increase  the  num- 
ber of  practical  teetotalers,  and,  when  ready,  to  strike  for  freedom,  and  not  till  then. 

10863.  Mr.  CLARKE. — You  are  preparing  the  way  by  those  means  you  have 
mentioned  ? 

Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY.— Yes  ;  and  I  have  been  55  years  a  teetotaler,  and 
pretty  actively  identified  with  the  whole  movement  ;  and  everybDdy  who  has  watched 
the  effect  of  it  must  see  the  deleterious  effects  the  traffic  has  morally,  socially,  physically 
and  in  every  other  way,  upon  the  people. 

10864.  Rev.  Dr.  McLEOD.  -In  the  event  of  a  prohibitory  law  being  adopted 
public  sentiment  warranting  it  and  ensuring  its  enforcement,  what  do  you  think  would 
be  the  effect  upon  the  varied  business  interests  of  the  country  ? 

Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY. — I  think  there  can  be  but  one  opinion  about  that 
Of  course  it  would  throw  a  ^ood  many  people  out  of  the  employment  which  they  are 
in ;  but  it  does  not  necessarily  follow  that  a  man  cannot  obtain  other  employment. 
When  we  consider  the  expenditure  that  takes  place  for  intoxicating  beverages  and  what 
should  also  be  considered,  the  loss  of  time  and  other  losses^  indirectly  connected  with  it, 
the  effect  upon  the  human  system  in  weakening  and  destroying  it,  and  also  m  the  p^t^ 
duction  of  crime  and  poverty,  the  consideration  of  the  business  results  is  one  of  second- 
ary importance.  We  had  certain  branches  of  business  which  we  have  unfortunately 
nearly  lost  in  the  Maritime  Provinces.  Take  ship-building,  for  instance.  New  Bruns- 
wick lost  by  the  construction  of  iron  ships.  We  formerly  averaged  an  expenditure  of 
two  and  a  half  millions  a  year,  and  in  some  years  we  had  ship-building  to  the  value  of 
$4  000,000,  a  most  valuable  industry.  The  loss  was  very  great,  but  the  men  had  to 
turn  their  attention  to  something  else,  and  other  industries  have  been  found  to  take  the 
place  of  ship-building  ;  and  so  it  would  be  if  the  liquor  trade  was  destroyed.  Of  course 
Sir  Leonard  Tilley. 
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men  would  be  thrown  out  of  employment,  and  some  parties  would  experience  loss, 
but  the  effect  upon  the  whole  country  could  not  be  otherwise  than  highly  beneficial. 

10665.  Judge  McDONALD. — That  raises  incidentally  another  question.  The 
changes  you  have  spoken  of  have,  of  course,  been  the  result  of  commercial  and  business 
and  trade  relations ;  but  supposing  a  law  of  the  land  had  been  passed  to  prevent  ship- 
building in  New  Brunswick,  what  would  have  been  the  result  ?  If  a  law  were  passed, 
doing  away  with  the  manufacture  and  importation  and  sale  of  liquor,  would  it  be  your 
opinion  that  an  allowance  should  be  made  to  the  owners  of  the  propeity  which  would 
thus  be  destroyed,  apart  altogether  from  the  question  of  the  workmen  1 

Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY. — I  would  only  take  our  legislation  in  the  past  as  a 
guide  to  what  should  be  done  in  the  future.  We  j)assed  laws  affecting  our  industries 
by  our  tariff,  for  instance.  We  might  by  our  tariff  destroy  an  industry  or  cripple  it 
materially. 

10866.  Judge  McDONALD. — You  do  not  do  that  directly ;  but  if  you  passed 
a  law  saying,  for  instance,  that  cotton  should  not  be  manufactured  in  Canada,  would 
^hat  be  in  a  different  position  from  the  incidental  effect  of  a  tariff  law  ? 

Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY. — I  c  mnot  well  see  the  difference.  A  property  or  busi- 
ness may  be  as  effectually  destroyed  by  tariff  legislation  as  by  direct  prohibition  ;  change 
of  tariffs  at  times  causes  losses  to  importers,  but  Parliament  has  never,  as  far  as  I 
remember,  given  compensation  for  such  losses. 

10867.  Judge  McDONALD. — In  that  case  the  mim  would  still  go  on  with  his 
business  ;  but  where  a  man  has  to  put  up  certain  buildings  of  stone  and  brick  and  has 
to  put  in  machinery,  etc,,  because  the  law  requires  him  to  do  that,  and  the  Govern- 
ment turns  round  and  says  he  shall  not  use  that  property,  would  that  be  a  different 
case  ? 

Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY. — It  would  simply  be  that  he  could  not  use  that  property 
as  a  distillery  or  brewery,  and  there  might  be  a  depreciation  of  property.  The  nearest 
case  I  know  of  is  what  we  did  in  the  case  of  tea  that  had  paid  the  duty,  before  tea  was 
made  free.  We  refunded  the  duty  that  had  beeii  paid,  when  the  duty  was  removed.  Of 
course  what  you  are  coming  at  is  the  question  of  compensation. 

10868.  Judge  McDONALD. — Yes,  and  simply  in  regard  to  men  in  the  position 
of  manufacturers. 

Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY. — I  see  great  difficulties  in  a  Government  undertaking  to 
compensate  parties  for  any  losses  that  may  be  sustained  by  legislation  passed  in  the 
general  interest  of  the  country.  If  you  do  it  in  one  case,  I  do  not  see  where  the  line  is 
to  be  drawn.  Of  course  one  is  more  direct  than  the  other,  but  the  practical  effect  is 
the  same  financially,  and  the  difficulty  is  to  draw  the  line  between  one  class  of  losers 
and  another. 

10869.  Mr.  CLARKE. — The  importation  of  goods  by  a  dry  goods  merchant  or  a 
grocer,  for  instance,  is  a  voluntary  act. 

Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY.— It  -s  a  voluntary  act  on  the  part  of  the  distiller  or 
breiver  to  engage  in  his  busines*.  r 

10870.  Mr.  CLARKE. — That  is  true,  but  you  do  not  stamp  out  the  business  of  the 
other  dealers. 

Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY. — ^You  do  practically  in  some  cases,  in  the  way  I  have 
referred  to. 

10871.  Judge  McDONALD. — Of  course  where  licenses  are  granted  from  year 
to  year  only,  as  in  the  case  of  saloons,  they  are  on  a  different  footing. 

Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY. — I  cannot  imagine  such  a  thing  as  compensating  them. 

10872.  Judge  McDONALD. — Although  Mr.  Joseph  Chamberlain  has  stated 
and  others  have  said,  it  would  be  a  crying  evil  to  the  publican  to  wipe  out  his  business 
without  compensation  ? 

Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY. — There  is  a  difference  between  England  and  Canada  in 
iJiat  respect.  There  are  properties  th  re  which  have  become  valuable  by  the  license. 
•  If  a  license  is  granted  in  England,  it  is  considered  a  permanent  thing  and  properties 
are  increased  in  value  as  the  consequence,  and  if  these  persons  are  to  be  affected  by  law, 
they  say  you  should  compensate  us ;  but  this  claim  has  not  been  recognized  in  England. 
There  is  a  stronger  claim  there  than  in  the  case  of  a  man  who  is  simply  licensed  from 
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year  to  year.  The  man  who  has  invested  his  money  in  a  brewery  or  distillery  as  a  per- 
manent thing  is  in  a  different  position  from  the  man  who  Ims  a  yearly  license.  But  I 
have  always  seen  difficulty  on  the  part  of  the  Grovemment  in  drawing  the  line  between 
losses  sustained  by  legislation  of  different  kinds. 

10873.  Judge  McDC)NALD. — Would  a  class  of  voters  whose  votes  it  would  be 
desirable  to  get  for  prohibition  but  who  thought  this  remuneration  should  be  made  for 
the  loss  of  business,  be  likely  to  vote  for  such  a  thing? 

Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY. — You  mean  they  would  support  prohibition  if  these 
men  were  compensated  and  not  otherwise  ? 

10874.  Judge  McDONALD. — ^.Yes.  I  mean  that  men,  not  perhaps  with  very 
strong  views  on  prohibition,  but  who  would  otherwise  support  it,  would  sky  that  there 
would  be  an  ^  injustice,  unless  the  law  passing  it  made  provision  for  those  who  were 
engaged  in  the  manufacture. 

Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY. — I  have  no  doubt  there  are  a  good  many  men  who 
would  support  a  prohibition  movement  if  compensation  were  given,  and  not  without ; 
but  there  are  a  good  many  men  who  would  oppose  the  measure  if  compensation  were 
given.  I  think  there  are  some  who  have  such  strong  views  on  that  subject  that  if 
compensation  were  to  be  given,  they  would  refuse  to  accept  prohibition  on  such  terms, 
while  there  are  other  temperance  men,  who,  if  that  would  make  it  permanently  accept- 
able, would  be  willing  to  give  compensation.  There  are  some  of  the  friends  of  prohibi- 
tion who  would  go  so  far  as  that.  There  are  others,  again,  who  would  object  very 
strongly  to  any  compensation  at  all,  and  who  would  reject  prohibition  if  that  condition 
was  attached. 

10875.  Mr.  CLARKE. — What  do  you  understand  by  prohibition  ] 

Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY.— Prohibition  as  we  had  it  here.  Prohibition  of  the 
manufacture,  the  importation  and  the  sale  for  purposes  of  beverage. 

10876.  Mr.  CLARKE. — Did  ^hat  prevent  householders  and  residents  here  from 
procuring  liquor  from  outside  the  province  for  their  own  table  use  1 

Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY, — How  are  you  going  to  get  it  into  the  country  if 
importation  is  prohibited  ? 

10877.  Mr.  CLARKE. — The  prohibition  you  would  advocate  would  be  the  prohibi- 
tion of  liquor  coming  into  the  country  at  all,  except  for  medicinal,  mechanical  or 
sacramental  purposes  ? 

Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY.~Yes. 

10878.  Mr.  CLARKE. — Do  you  know  of  any  country  where  there  is  a  law  of  that 
kind  ? 

Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY.— No,  except  the  law  we  had  for  four  months.  A  good 
many  persons  express  the  opinion  that  a  prohibitory  law  could  be  carried  and  enforced 
more  easily  than  the  Scott  Act.  Many  persons  have  stated  to  me — men  who  were  not 
very  strong  temperance  men — that  they  would  vote  for  that  in  preference  to  the  Scott 
Act.  My  experience  is,  that  it  would  be  found  much  more  difficult  to  enforce  prohibi- 
tion than  to  enforce  the  Scott  Act,  and  I  am  therefore  the  more  anxious  that  we  should 
have  the  public  sentiment  and  the  temperance  sentiment  of  the  country  str  >ngly  in  that 
direction  when  the  time  comes  for  its  enactment.  There  are  men  using  intoxicating 
beverages  who  support  and  vote  for  the  ^cott  Act  because  it  closes  saloons  and  removes 
temptations  to  young  men  and  others,  but  who  would  fjppose  strongly  a  law  that 
would  prevent  the  importation  of  liquor.  It  will  require  a  stronger  public  sentiment  to 
sustain  a  prohibitory  law  than  a  Scott  Act  or  permissive  law. 

10879.  Rev.  Dr.  McLEOD.— Do  you  think  the  Scott  Act  is  educating  the  people 
up  to  a  more  general  prohibitory  law  ? 

Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY.—I  favoured  the  Scott  Act,  because  I  thought  it  was 
a  step  in  that  direction  ;  but  the  education  would  have  been  more  eflTective  and  com- 
plete if  they  had  adopted  it  in  localitit  s  where  they  could  enforce  it. 

10880.  Mr.  CLARKE.— What  has  been  the  effect  on  the  general  mind  of  the 
people  in  having  this  Scott  Act  in  localities  where  it  is  not  enforced  ? 

Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY.— Not  favourable.     In  some  localities  it  is  fairly  well 
enforced,  and  in  New  Brunswick  where  appeals  have  been  made  to  the  people  to  repeal 
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its  operation,   thej  have  voted   to  retain  it.     The  people   generally   have  not  gone 
back  on  it. 

10881.  Mr.  CLARKE. — Do  you  think  it  is  fairly  well  enforced  in  those  portions 
of  New  Brunswick  where  it  is  the  law  ? 

Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY. — There  are  portions  where  it  is,  and  there  are  portions 
where  it  is  not. 

10882.  Mr.  CLARKE. — To  what  do  you  attribute  that  non-enforcement  ? 

Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY. — You  will  find  it  well  enforced  in  one  part  of  a  county 
and  not  in  another  part,  where  the  sentiment  of  that  district  is  against  it  and  the 
majority  of  the  people  are  opposed  to  it. 

10883.  Judge  McDONALD. — It  comes  back  to  your  view  with  regard  to  public 
sentiment  ? 

Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY.— Yes. 

10884.  Rev.  Dr.  McLEOD. — Then  the  Scott  Act  had  in  earlier  years  the  same 
trouble  which  the  prohibitory  law  had — it  had  to  run  the  gauntlet  of  the  courts  1 

Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY. — Yes.  There  was  a  question  whether  it  was  consti- 
tutional or  not,  and  while  it  was  being  argued  before  the  Judicial  Committee  of  the 
Privy  Council  and  in  the  Canadian  courts,  sales  became  more  general. 

10885.  Mr.  CLARKE. — Do  you  think  public  sentiment  is  sufl&ciently  strong  now 
to  justify  the  passing  of  a  prohibitory  measure  for  Canada  ? 

Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY. — My  opinion  as  to  the  advantage  of  prohibition  has 
never  changed,  except  to  become  stronger,  if  it  can  be  enforced.  The  strength  of  a 
chain  is  established  by  the  weakest  link,  and  we  have  two  weak  links  in  the  Dominion 
of  Canada.  One  of  them  is  the  Province  of  Quebec ;  the  other  is  at  the  further 
extremity,  British  Columbia.  In  these  the  sentiment  is  not  as  strong  as  in  the  other 
provinces.  In  the  Province  of  Quebec  there  is  a  growing  temperance  sentiment,  which 
I  think  will  come  to  be  a  prohibition  sentiment.  The  prohibition  sentiment  requires  to 
be  cultivated  in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  and  we  want  the  generation  now  growing  up 
educated  as  to  the  evils  of  alcohol  on  the  human  system.  With  these  and  other 
influences,  the  time  will  come — it  may  not  be  during  my  time — when  the  public  sentiment 
will  be  such  that  prohibition  may  not  only  be  enacted  but  enforced,  and  from  my  experi- 
ence in  the  past  I  would  say  :  "  Don't  be  in  a  hurry — that  is,  have  ammunition,  your 
guns  and  everything  ready  for  the  engagement  when  it  comes,  and  don't  run  the  risk  of 
a  defeat  by  premature  action ;  but  when  you  have  enacted  the  law,  make  it  a  success  by 
its  enforcement."  That  is  the  advice  I  give  our  people.  I  do  not  think  the  whole 
Dominion  is  quite  ripe  at  this  time  for  prohibition  legislation.  I  may  be  in  error  and 
may  not  have  gauged  public  sentiment  correctly. 

10886.  Mr.  CLARKK — Who  has  as  good  an  opportunity  as  you  of  gauging  the 
public  sentiment  ? 

Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY. — Of  late  years  I  have  not  been  brought  so  closely  in 
contact  with  the  public  sentiment  on  this  question  as  formerly  ;  but  I  think  that  if  you 
were  to  take  the  Provinces  of  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia,  the  overwhelming 
majority  in  these  two  provinces  are  in  favour  of  prohibition,  and  I  think  it  might  be 
enforced  in  them.  I  am  not  bo  sanguine  in  regard  to  the  other  provinces  and  the 
sentiment  there,  but  to  have  it  a  success  it  would  not  do  to  have  one  province  allowing 
the  liquor  to  come  in  and  the  law  to  be  violated.  It  would  lead  to  reaction  and  repeal. 
But  the  temperance  sentiment  in  the  Province  of  Quebec  has  increased  and  is  growing  in  a 
manner  that  has  astonished  me.  The  way  in  which  the  clergy  have  taken  hold  of  the 
matter  is  remarkable  of  late  years.  They  have  not  espoused  prohibition  yet,  but  they 
are  labouring  to  curtail  and  limit  the  sale  in  every  way. 

10887.  Mr.  CLARKE. — The  dissemination  of  information  generally  has  led  people 
in  every  walk  of  life  away  from  drink  1 

Sir  LEONARD  TILLEY. — Yes,  and  this  work  is  steadily  going  on.  At  no  period 
in  the  history  of  Canada  was  this  as  effective  as  at  present,  preparing  the  way  for  more 
effective  legislation  for  the  suppression  of  the  traffic. 

The  Commission  adjourned. 
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FREDERICTON,  August  13th,  1892. 
The  Royal  Commission  met  this  day  at  10  a.m.,  Judge  McDonald  presiding. 

Present : 
Mr.  E.  F.  Clarke.  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod.  •  Mr.  G.  A.  Gigault. 

The  commission  having  been  read, 

Judge  McDONALD  said  :  The  commission  having  been  read,  the  Commissioii 
is  now  open  to  receive  evidence.  I  may  explain  that  the  Chairman,  Sir  Joseph 
Hickson,  is  not  with  us.  He  was  with  us  in  Halifax,  but  he  did  not  get  down  further. 
I  may  state  further,  that  in  entering  upon  their  duties  the  Commissioners  arrived  unani- 
mously at  the  opinion  that,  as  drunkenness  is  an  admitted  evil,  there  was  no  necessity  of 
evidence  being  produced  to  establish  it.  We  now  desire  to  proceed  on  the  lines  of  the 
commission  directing  this  inquiry  to  be  made.  Our  usual  course  is  Xo  first  call  the  Chief 
Magistrate  and  other  official  witnesses. 


HARRY  BECK  WITH,  of  Fredericton,  Land  Commissioner,  on  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  as  follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

10888.  I  believe  you  are  the  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Fredericton? — Yes. 

1 0889.  How  long  have  you  been  Mayor  1 — Since  last  January  ;  I  was  elected  Ust 
January. 

10890.  Did  you  hold  the  office  of  Alderman,  before  your  election  as  Mayor? — Yes. 

10891.  For  how  long  ? — Nearly  a  couple  of  years. 

10892.  What  is  the  population  of  Fredericton  ?— Between  6,000  and  7,0C0. 

10893.  Are  any  manufactures  carried  on  here  ? — There  are  a 'few,  in  the  shape  of 
tanneries. 

10894.  I  believe  it  is  the  seat  of  Government  for  the  Pr6vince  ? — Yes. 

1 0895.  In  what  county  is  the  city  ? — In  York  County. 

10896.  Is  it  the  county  town  of  York  County  ?— Yes. 

10897.  Is  it  under  the  provisions  of  what  is  commonly  called  the  Scott  Act? — It  is. 

10898.  How  long  has  it  been  in  force? — I  think  about  10  years;  I  forget  the  date 
when  it  was  carried. 

10899.  Has  the  Act  been  voted  on  more  than  once  here  ? — Three  times. 

10900.  And  each  time  it  has  been  supported  ? — Yes,  it  has  been  supported. 

10901.  Previous  to  the  Scott  Act  being  carried,  what  was  the  law  in  force? — There 
was  a  License  Act.     • 

10902.  The  License  Act  of  the  province? — Not  of  the  province,  it  was  a  city 
License  Act.     Each  city  has  its  own  License  Act. 

10903.  Under  its  charter  ?— Yes. 

10904.  Do  you  remember  what  were  the  provisions  of  the  license  law  I     What 
authority  gave  the  license  ? — It  was  signed  by  the  Mayor  and  City  Clerk. 

10905.  But  who  decided  as  to  the  parties  who  should  have  licenses? — The  City 
Council. 
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10906.  Had  the  City  Council  power  to  limit  the  number  1 — It  had  power  to  give 
any  number  it  liked,  and  to  limit  the  number. 

10907.  That  applied,  I  suppose,  both  to  tavern,  shop  and  wholesale  ? — -Both  to 
wholesale  and  retail. 

10908.  Do  you  know  whether  under  the  Scott  Act  there  are  in  Fredericton  what 
are  known  as  druggists'  licenses,  by  which  parties  are  allowed  to  sell  under  the  terms  of 
the  Act  1 — I  do  not  know  whether  there  are  or  not ;  I  presume  there  are  one  or  two 
appointed  under  the  Act,  but  I  cannot  say  who  they  are. 

10909.  Have  you  an  Inspector,  of  licenses  for  the  city  under  the  New  Brunswick 
Act? — No,  we  have  not.  ' 

10910.  Who  acts  in  that  capacity  for  the  city? — It  is  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
police  force. 

10911.  What  police  force  have  you? — We  have  a  Police  Magistrate  and  three 
policemen — a  sergeant  and  two  policemen  ;  and  then  there  is  the  City  Marshal  besides 
to  assist  the  police. 

10912.  Has  he  any  specific  duties  to  discharge,  besides  police  duties  ? — Yes.  He 
has  specific  duties  in  connection  with  the  city,  delivering  notices  and  doing  other  con- 
stables' business  that  the  Council  may  call  upon  him  to  do. 

10913.  How  many  wards  have  you  in  the  city? — Five  wards. 

10914.  How  many  aldermen  for  each  ward  ? — Two,  or  ten  aldermen  in  all,  and  the 
Mayor  and  City  Clerk. 

10915.  Are  you  in  a  position  to  speak  of  the  manner  in  which  the  Scott  Act  is 
carried  out  in  Fredericton  ?— -I  wDl  speak  of  it  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  ability. 
The  Act  has  been  in  force  for  a  number  of  years,  ten  or  twelve  years.  I  believe  the 
police  have  enforced  it  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  but  I  do  not  think  the  Act  is  opera- 
tive. There  are  a  number  of  places  in  the  city  selling  liquor,  although  there  are  no 
licenses ;  the  police  are  trying  to  suppress  them,  but  it  is  impossible  to  enforce  the  Act. 

10916.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that  ? — Because  the  feeling  of  the  people  is  not  in 
favour  of  the  law. 

10917.  Do  the  police  find  the  same  difficulty  in  enforcing  other  laws  as  they  do 
this  law  ? — I  suppose  they  find  the  same  difficulty  in  enforcing  some  other  laws ;  there 
is  no  law  that  can  be  thoroughly  enforced.  Criminals,  I  think,  will  escape  under  every 
law,  more  or  less,  a  murderer  or  any  other  criminal. 

10918.  But  you  believe  the  police  try  to  do  their  duty? — I  believe  they  try  to 
do  their  duty. 

10919.  Are  you  able  to  express  an  opinion  as  to  the  number  of  places  in  the 
city  in  which  liquor  is  sold  ? — No,  I  could  not  tell  you. 

10920.  Do  you  know  more  than  two? — There  are  half  a  dozen  or  more. 

10921.  Have  you  in  this  city  temperance  organizations  and  societies? — There 
are  several  temperance  societies. 

10922.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  ofibr  to  the  Commission  as  to  the  way  in 
which  the  Scott  Act  could  be  made  more  effectual  ? — No,  I  have  not. 

10923.  Have  you  any  amendments  to  suggest?— No,  I  have  none  at  all  to 
suggest. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

10924.  Would  the  enforcement  of  the  law  by  the  Dominion  officials  be  pro- 
ductive of  better  results? — I  do  not  think  it  would.  We  had  a  Dominion  official 
here  at  one  time,  and  I-  did  not  find  that  the  Act  was  better  enforced  than  it  is 
now  ;  in  fact,  I  do  not  think  it  was  quite  as  well  enforced  as  it  is  now. 

10925.  So  it  would  be  no  improvement  on  the  present  situation  if  the  Dominion 
€k»vemment,  or  the  Provincial  Grovemment  were  to  appoint  officers  whose  special 
duty  it  would  be  to  enforce  the  Canada  Temperance  Act? — I  am  very  doubtful 
whether  it  would  be  an  improvement. 

10926.  Has  the  Council  given  any  special  instructions  to  the  police  force  as  to 
the  enforcement  of  the  law  ? — Yes,  the  Council  has  given  directions  to  the  police  to 
enforce  the  law  to  the  utmost  extent. 
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10927.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  the  police  have  in  any  degree  dis- 
regarded the  orders  of  the  Council  ? — No,  I  have  reason  to  believe  they  are  as  diligent 
as  they  can  be. 

10928.  Still  you  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  law  is  not  very  successfully  operated! 
— No,  it  is  not. 

10929.  Do  you  attribute  that  condition  to  the  lack  of  public  sentiment  in  enforc- 
ing and  backing  up  the  law  1 — Yes,  although  it  has  been  carried  when  voting  has 
taken  place,  still  a  large  number,  I  know,  of  those  who  vote  for  it  are  really  not  m 
favour  of  it. 

10930.  Why  do  they  vote  in  favour  of  it  when  they  are  really  not  in  favour  of 
it  ? — That  is  something  I  cannot  answer. 

10931.  Do  you  think  the  people  vote  for  the  Act  believing  that  it  will  be 
practically  a  dead  letter,  and  under  it  they  can  get  all  the  liquor  they  require  I — I  da 

10932.  You  think,  then,  if  a  measure  was  presented  to  the  people  of  this  city 
which  would  prohibit  every  one  from  obtaining  any  liquor,  except  for  medicinal  pur- 
poses, it  would  carry  ? — Yes,  I  think  it  would  be  carried,  because  the  Scott  Act  reilly 
amounts  to  that. 

10933.  But  it  does  not  prevent  any  person  in  the  city  purchasing  liquor  in  St. 
John  and  bringing  it  in  for  personal  and  family  use  1 — No. 

10934.  If  a  law  were  presented  to  the  people  that  would  absolutely  prohibit  the 
bringing  in  of  liquor,  it  would  be  adopted  ? — No,  I  am  very  doubtful  whether  it  would 
carry. 

10935.  Do  you  think  a  general  prohibitory  law,  under  which  the  manufacture, 
importation  and  sale  of  liquor  would  be  stopped,  would  be  a  good  thing  for  the 
country  ? — I  do  not  know  but  that  it  would  be  a  good  thing  for  the  country.  I  think 
it  would  be,  if  it  could  be  enforced  and  carried  out. 

10936.  Do  you  think  it  could  be  enforced  and  carried  out  in  the  present  state  of 
public  opinion  ?— -No,  I  am  in  doubt  of  it.  I  think  the  feeling  in  York  would  be  so 
strong  against  it  that  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  carry  it  out. 

10937.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  elsewhere  than  in 
this  city  1 — I  do  not. 

10938.  Do  you  know  anything  about  it  in  other  parts  of  the  province? — I  do  not 

10939.  Do  you  think  that  under  the  Scott  Act,  liquor  is  being  sold  in  at  least  half 
a  dozen  places  in  this  city  1 — Yes,  I  think  so. 

10940.  Notwithstanding  the  vigilant  and  persistent  efforts  of  your  police  force? — 
Notwithstanding  their  efforts. 

10941.  What  effects  have  those  efforts  had? — Several  people  have  been  imprisoned 
already  for  that  offence,  but  they  go  on  selling. 

10942.  Were  their  representatives  selling  during  the  time  the  principals  were  in 
prison  ? — I  cannot  answer  that  question. 

10943.  Was  the  sale  of  liquor  stopped  in  the  hotels  belonging  to  those  people  who 
were  imprisoned  ? — There  were  two  of  the  hotels  closed  up  altogether^  but  whet^ier 
liquor  was  sold  there  or  not  I  could  not  say. 

10944.  But  as  regards  the  accommodation  of  the  public  and  travellers,  the  places 
were  closed  up  ? — Yes. 

10945.  Guests  and  travellers  were  not  admitted? — No,  they  were  not  admitted 
during  the  time  the  men  were  imprisoned. 

10946.  Have  you  any  idea  of  the  number  of  convictions  secured  against  those 
people  during  the  year  ? — No,  I  have  not. 

10947.  Are  there  more  than  two  of  such  places  ? — Yes. 

10948.  Has  one  of  them  been  fined  more  than  once  or  twice? — Yes  ;  plenty  of  them 
have  been  fined  twice  during  the  year. 

10949.  Do  you  mean  fined  for  the  first  offence? — Yes. 

10950.  What  about  the  third  offence? — r believe  the  penalty  is  imprisonment. 

10951.  In  how  many  cases  since  the  Act  has  been  in  force,  has  iroprisanment  for 
third  offence  convictions  been  secured  against  hotel  proprietors  ? — There  have  been  two 
or  three ;  but  there  have  been  appeals  to  the  courts,  and  I  think  some  of  those  cases 
are  in  the  courts  yet. 
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10952.  From  year  to  year  people  are  brought  up  twice  or  three  times  for  violating 
the  law.  How  is  it  they  are  not  tried  for  the  third  oflfence  and  sent  to  jail  ? — That  I  can- 
not tell  you.  I  suppose  the  cases  are  entered  as  first  or  second  offence.  The  Mayor 
does  not  take  those  cases,  but  they  come  before  the  Police  Magistrate. 

10953.  You  do  not  know  of  any  reason  why  those  cases  are  not  entered  as  third 
offence  cases,  and  the  people  at  least  threatened  with  imprisonment  ? — No,  I  do  not  know. 

10954.  Are  those  tines  collected  ;  is  there  any  limit  to  the  number  of  convictions 
that  may  be  secured  for  first  or  second  offences  1 — The  fines  are  collected  right  along. 

10955.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  proceed  against  those  people  so  as  to  have  them 
imprisoned  and  the  sale  stopped  ? — I  do  not  know  that  it  would  be  more  effectual.  If 
you  can  get  at  their  pockets,  it  is  a  more  efficient  process  than  to  lock  them  up. 

10956.  The  sale  of  liquor  would  go  on  just  the  same  1 — Yes. 

10957.  What  is  the  effect  on  the  morals  of  the  people  of  this  flagrant,  continuous  and 
open  violation  of  the  law  ? — I  may  say  this,  that  I  think  there  has  been  as  much  drinking 
since  the  Scott  Act  has  come  into  force  as  there  was  before  the  adoption  of  the  Act ; 
but  it  is  done  more  quietly,  and  you  will  see  young  fellows  with  flasks  in  their  pockets 
and  bottles,  going  behind  corners  to  drink,  who  were  never  seen  doing  that  before. 

10958.  Is  that  a  happy  condition  of  things  ? — No. 

10959.  If  there  were  regularly  licensed  houses,  under  strict  police  surveillance  and 
with  regulations  respecting  opening  and  closing,  do  you  think  that  a  condition  of  things 
would  exist  similar  to  that  which  exists  to-day  ? — No. 

10960.  You  think  a  rigorous  license  law,  enforced  by  your  police,  would  be  better 
than  the  present  state  of  things  ? — I  do. 

10961.  In  the  event  of  a  prohibitory  law  being  passed  by  the  Dominion  Parliament, 
do  you  think  those  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  beer  and  whisky  should  be  com- 
pensated ? — I  think  those  who  have  a  large  amount  of  capital  invested  should  be 
compensated. 

10962.  Where  would  you  draw  the  line  in  the  matter  of  compensation  ;  would  you 
compensate  the  individual  for  capital  invested  from  $500,000  to  $10,000  ? — Anything 
from  $10,000  up. 

10963.  You  would  not  compensate  the  rumsellers  or  the  hotelkeepers  or  the  saloon- 
keepers ? — No. 

10964.  Only  those  who  have  large  sums  invested  in  manufacturing  establishments? 
—Yes. 

Bi/  Mr.  GigauH  : 

10965.  Was  the  License  Act  generally  called  the  McCarthy  Act,  in  force  in  this 
city  ? — No  ;  the  McCarthy  Act  was  never  in  force  here. 

10966.  When  there  was  a  license  law  in  this  city,  how  many  hotels  and  saloons 
were  licensed  1 — I  could  not  say,  because  I  was  not  then  in  the  Council  or  engaged  in 
civic  matters,  and  therefore  I  did  not  keep  any  record  of  it.  So  it  would  be  impossible 
for  me  to  say  how  many  places  were  licensed. 

10967.  Could  you  say  whether  there  was  more  or  less  drunkenness  under  the  License 
Act  than  there  is  now  I—There  was  no  more. 

10968.  How  is  the  Scott  Act  enforced  in  the  rural  portions  of  this  county? — In 
this  county  the  Scott  Act  is  supposed  to  be  enforced,  and  in  some  portions  it  is  enforced 
pretty  strictly,  and  in  other  portions  it  is  almost  a  dead  letter. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

10969.  You  have  said  the  Act  i>  inoperative,  and  I  think  you  attributed  that  fact  to 
the  lack  of  public  sentiment.  Do  you  know  any  other  reason  why  it  has  been  less 
effectually  enforced  than  the  alleged  lack  of  public  sentiment  ? — I  do  not. 

10970.  Do  you  know  of  any  special  difficulties  that  have  been  in  the  way  of  the 
enforcement  of  the  Act  ? — I  believe  there  have  been  some  difficulties  in  the  way  of  its 
enforcement,  in  the  shape  of  appeals  to  the  higher  courts  from  convictions. 

10971.  Do  you  think  those  cases  that  have  been  appealed  have  in  any  degree  inter- 
fered, for  any  length  of  time,  with  the  enforcement  of  the  Act  ?— I  do  not  know  but  that 
they  have  done  so. 
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10972.  Do  you  know  for  how  long  a  time  1 — I  do  not  know  for  what  length  of  time, 
because  they  were  brought  up  and  fined  while  the  appeal  was  before  the  courts. 

10973.  Do  you  know  how  long  any  case  of  appeal  was  proceeding  before  the  court 
before  it  was  settled  ? — No ;  I  never  kept  run  of  it,  but  I  think  some  cases  have  been 
as  long  as  three  years. 

10974.  Do  you  know  whether  those  repeated  appeals,  with  the  delays  attending 
them,  had  the  effect  of  discouraging  people  and  weakening  public  sentiment  in  favour  of 
the  Act  for  the  time  being  ? — ^They  may  for  the  time  being  ;  I  could  not  speak  from  my 
own  personal  knowledge. 

10975.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  the  feeling  of  the  people  is  not  in  favour  of 
the  law  :  do  you  mean  the  feeling  of  the  majority  of  the  people  ? — I  mean  the  feeling  of 
the  majority  of  the  people. 

10976.  How  has  that  feeling  been  expressed  ? — I  have  seen  it  expressed  by  people 
who  have  voted  for  the  Act.  There  are  a  number  of  people  who  voted  for  the  Act, 
whom  I  know,  and  who  go  into  bar-rooms  right  along. 

10977.  Do  you  think  any  considerable  number  of  those  who  supported  the  Act 
nevertheless  violate  it  1 — Plenty  of  them. 

10978.  You  judge  from  that  fact  that  the  feeling  of  the  majority  of  the  people  is 
not  in  favour  of  the  law  ? — I  base  my  judgment  on  that  fact,  that  the  feeling  is  not  in 
favour  of  the  Act. 

10979.  Some  reference  has  been  made  to  first  offences,  and  that  repeated  charges 
are  made  for  first  offences.  Do  you  know  why  the  charge  for  first  offence  has  been 
repeatedly  made  instead  of  the  charge  for  third  offence  and  subsequent  offence  ? — I  do  not 

10980.  You  do  not  know  any  reason  why  that  may  have  been  necessary? — I  know 
of  no  reason  except  it  may  be  in  case  of  appeal. 

10981.  Do  you  know  whether  there  have  been  appeals  for  convictions  for  third 
offence  ? — Yes. 

10982.  I  think  you  said  that  some  appeals  were  continued  over  a  period  of  two 
years  or  more  1 — That  is  a  moderate  estimate,  but  I  never  looked  sufficiently  into  the 
cases  to  be  able  to  say. 

10983.  The  fact,  then,  that  those  appeal  cases  continued  so  long  before  the  court 
would  necessitate  the  resorting  to  first  offences,  or  laying  no  charge  whatever? — I  do  not 
know  whether  it  would  be  so  or  not.  I  suppose  it  would  make  it  necessary  not  to  go 
further  than  a  second  offence. 

10984.  Do  you  know  whether  more  than  one  chlFirge  for  second  offence  can  be  budl 
— I  do  not  know  ;  I  have  not  gone  enough  into  the  matter  to  know. 

10985.  Do  you  know  if  more  than  one  case  for  third  offence  can  be  charged!— I 
think  there  are  third  and  fourth  offences. 

10986.  Are  there  any  such  cases  before  the  courts  now  ? — There  are  one  or  two. 

10987.  Do  you  know  how  long  they  have  been  before  the  courts  1 — I  do  not 

10988.  You  spoke  about  the  license  law;  does  it  come  within  your  recollection? 
This  is  your  native  town,  I  believe  ? — It  is  my  native  town.     I  was  away  for  eight  years. 

10989.  You  have  then  known  the  old  license  law  :  how  many  licenses  were  in  force 
under  it  ? — I  do  not  know. 

10990.  Do  you  remember  whether  there  was  illicit  sale  when  there  were  licensed 
houses  in  the  town  ? — No,  I  do  not  remember,  but  I  believe  there  were  some  places. 

10991.  Do  you  suppose  there  were  as  many  as  six  or  seven? — I  could  not  say. 

10992.  I  think  you  said  there  had  been  six  or  seven  places  selling  liquor?— I 
think  so. 

10993.  You  do  not  remember  whether  there  were  as  many  as  six  or  seven  places 
where  illicit  sale  took  place  when  there  was  a  license  law  ? — No,  I  do  not. 

10994.  Your  impression  is  that  there  was  illicit  sale? — My  impression  is  there  was. 

10995.  Do  you  remember  about  the  licensees,  whether  they  observed  the  license 
law  or  not  ? — I  could  not  say. 

10996.  The  prohibitory  provisions  as  to  the  hours  and  the  Sabbath  ? — I  think  they 
observed  the  law  pretty  closely.  There  may  have  been  one  or  two  cases  of  violation, 
but  my  impression  is  that  the  law  was  observed  pretty  closely. 

Harry  Beckwith. 
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10997.  I  think  you  stated  as  one  reason  why  the  law  was  a  failure,  that  there  were 
frequent  convictions.  While  convictions  do  establish  the  fact  that  the  law  has  been 
violated,  do  they  prove  anything  else  ? — They  prove  that  the  authorities  are  trying  to 
enforce  the  law. 

10998.  They  prove  there  is  an  attempt  to  enforce  the  laW  1 — Yes. 

10999.  Are  there  any  other  city  regulations  or  laws  that  are  not  enforced? — Yes, 
of  course  there  are,  as  I  have  stated  ;  1  do  not  think  there  is  any  law  on  the  statute- 
book  that  can  be  thoroughly  enforced. 

1 1000.  Is  the  market  law  enforced  ?— Strict  orders  were  given  to  enforce  the  market 
law,  and  it  would  have  been  enforced  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  county^s  action  against 
the  city. 

11001.  The  county  interfered  ?— Yes. 

11002.  Did  it  succeed  in  preventing  the  enforcement  of  the  market  law  ? — Yes,  to 
a  certain  extent. 

11003.  Is  the  law  to  prevent  obstructions  on  the  street,  also  to  prevent  cattle  run- 
ning at  large,  enforced  ? — It  is  pretty  well  enforced. 

11004.  Are  there  violations  ? — Yes. 

11005.  Do  the  violations  establish  the  failure  of  the  law  1 — No,  they  do  not. 

11006.  1  think  you  said  there  is  not  any  less  drinking  now  than  under  the  license 
law.  Do  you  think  the  condition  of  the  city  has  improved  :  if  so,  by  what  means,  in  any 
respect,  say  within  the  last  15  years? — No,  I  do  not. 

1 1007.  Not  in  moral  tone,  and  in  business  ? — As  regards  business,  I  do  not  think  it 
has  improved  a  bit ;  I  do  not  think  there  is  as  much  business  done  here  as  there  was 
15  years  ago. 

1 1008.  Do  you  think  there  is  as  much  drinking  as  there  was  15  years  ago  ? — I  think 
there  is. 

11009.  Is  there  as  much  drunkenness? — I  could  not  say  there  was  more, nor  could 
I  say  there  was  less, 

11010.  Is  there  as  much  pauperism? — Yes,  I  think  there  is  quite  as  much. 

11011.  Is  there  as  much  petty  crime? — I  could  not  say  positively. 

1 1012.  You  have  expressed  an  opinion  as  to  compensation  :  have  you  given  consid- 
erable thought  to  the  question  of  compensation  being  given  to  liquor  dealers  in  case  of  a 
prohibitory  law  being  passed  ? — No,  I  have  not  given  a  great  deal  of  attention  to  it.  I 
was  under  the  impression  that  if  a  man  had  a  large  amount  of  money  invested,  and  his 
business  should  be  cut  oflT,  he  should  be  compensated. 

1 1013.  I  thought  so  from  the  fact  that  you  stated  you  would  give  compensation,  say 
for  $10,000  capital  and  up  ? — The  question  was  asked  me,  and  I  said  that  was  my  feeling. 

11014.  What  about  $8,000  capital  and  $5,000  ?— That  was  just  my  feeling  ;  I  have 
never  given  the  matter  a  great  deal  of  thought. 

By  My,  Clarke  :  ' 

11015.  Do  you  attribute  any  improvement  that  has  taken  place  in  the  city  since 
1880,  or  since  the  time  this  Act  became  the  law,  to  the  beneficial  operation  of  the  Act? 
— No,  I  do  not  altogether. 

11016.  The  police  records  will  show  the  number  of  cases  of  convictions  for  drunken- 
ness during  the  past  ten  or  twenty  years  ? — No  doubt  they  will. 

11 01 7.  Would  you  declare  your  belief  that  there  are  not  more  than  five  or  six  places 
in  the  city  where  liquor  is  sold  ? — No,  I  would  not  declare  tliat  there  were  not  more,  but 
I  say  there  are  all  of  that  number ;  I  do  not  know  from  my  personal  knowledge  how 
many  there  are. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


568  ROYAL   COMMISSION   ON  THE   LIQUOR  TRAFFIC. 


CHARLES  W.  BECKWITH,  of  Fredericton,  City  Clerk,  on  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  as  follows : — 

By  Judge  Mt Donald: 

11018.  How  long  have  you  been  Clerk  of  the  city? — Going  on  21  years. 

11019.  What  are  the  duties  of  the  City  Clerk  ?— The  duties  of  the  City  Clerk  are 
to  keep  the  records  of  the  City  Council  and  to  act  as  legal  adviser  to  the  city. 

1 1020.  Are  returns  made  to  you  by  the  Police  Magistrate  of  cases  tried  before  him  ?— 
No  returns  are  made.  The  police  department  is  almost  entirely  separate  from  the  civil 
department  of  the  city. 

11021.  How  are  the  processes  enforced,  does  the  Magistrate  issue  warrants  J— 
Yes. 

11022.  Are  fines  paid  to  him  ] — Yes,  and  the  amount  of  fines  is  returned  monthly, 
under  oath,  to  the  City  Treasurer,  with  the  names  of  the  people  recorded. 

11023.  Are  the  offences  also  stated? — Yes  ;  both  of  the  Scott  Act  and  all  other 
offences. 

11024.  Are  you  brought  officially  into  connection  with  the  enforcement  of  the 
Scott  Act  ? — No,  I  am  not. 

By  Mr.  Gigault  : 

1 1025.  Could  you  state  to  the  Commission  how  many  hotels  and  saloons  were 
licensed  under  the  fjicense  Act  ? — I  heard  the  Mayor's  statement,  and  he  was  a  little 
wrong  about  the  old  license  law.  At  first  when  I  was  City  Clerk,  and  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  the  town  was  under  a  special  Act  of  the  Legislature.  At  first  the  city  was 
not  limited  in  regard  to  the  number  of  licenses  to  be  issued.  Retail  and  wholesale 
licenses  at  that  time  were  issued  by  the  Council.  The  license  fee  at  first  when  I  was 
City  Clerk  was  $20  for  retail  and  $50  for  wholesale.  That  continued  I  think  until  1873 
or  1874.  Then  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  was  passed  by  which  licenses  could  be  issued 
only  in  the  proportion  of  1  to  every  500  of  the  population.  I  am  speaking  now  entirely 
from  memory,  but  I  think  the  proportion  was  1  to  every  500.  '  This  law  brought  the 
number  of  licenses  down  to  about  twenty  retail  and  four  or  five  wholesale — four,  I  think, 
at  that  time.  * 

11026.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act  in  this  city, 
at  the  present  time  ? — I  think  it  is  not  thoroughly  enforced,  not  anything  like  thoroughly 
enforced. 

11027.  How  many  places  do  you  believe  are  retailing  liquor? — In  speaking  of  that 
matter,  I  am  only  speaking  from  hearsay  as  to  the  number.  I  hear  the  number  placed 
as  high  as  twenty  and  as  low  as  six  or  seven. 

11028.  Is  there  more  or  less  drunkenness  now  than  there  was  under  the  License 
Act  ? — I  cannot  answer  the  question  with  exactness.  I  should  say  there  was  less  drunk- 
enness ;  but  the  Act  has  nothing  to  do  with  it,  for  public  opinion  is  more  against  the 
drinking  habit  than  it  was  at  that  time. 

11029.  Have  you  any  temperance  societies  in  this  city  ? — Yes,  a  number  of  them. 

11030.  Are  they  doing  good  work? — I  believe  they  are  doing  good  work  in  the 
direction  I  speak  of,  the  education  of  the  sentiment  of  the  people  against  drunkenness. 

11031.  Are  the  different  churches  doing  also  a  good  work  to  promote  temperance! 
— Every  church  in  the  city  has  its  temperance  organization. 

1 1032.  Do  you  believe  those  temperance  organizations  have  a  good  effect  ? — I  believe 
they  have. 

11033.  Do  you  believe  they  have  a  better  effect  than  legislative  enactment  ? — I  do. 
My  opinion  is  that  if  the  sentiment  is  with  the  law,  it  can  be  enforced  ;  if  not,  it  cannot 
be  enforced. 

11034.  How  is  the  law  enforced  in  the  rural  districts  of  the  country? — My  opinion 
is  that  in  the  absolutely  rural  districts  there  is  no  liquor  sold.  In  the  villages  in  the 
rural  districts  I  think  it  is  sold  generally. 

Charles  W.  Beckwith. 
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By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod: 

11035.  I  think  you  said  that  the  law  is  not  now  very  well  enforced ;  has  it  been  at " 
any  time  very  well  enforced  ? — I  think  in  1879,  when  the  Act  was  first  adopted,  it  was 
pretty  closely  enforced  for  a  short  time. 

11036.  Not  since  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  so  since  ;  it  has  been  getting  less  effectively 
enforced  all  the  time. 

11037.  Has  there  been  any  time,  since  the  first  year  or  two,  when  the  law  was 
fairly  well  enforced  1 — Yes,  I  think  it  was  so  after  one  of  the  8cott  Act  elections  ;  it  was 
then  enforced  somewhat  better,  but  it  has  never  been  so  well  enforced  as  it  was  imme- 
diately after  it  was  first  passed. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  :    ' 

11038.  You  mean  there  have  been  spasmodic  efforts  made  to  enforce  the  law,  and 
then  there  has  been  a  lessening  of  vigilance  1 — Yes. 

1 1039.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that  lessening  of  vigilance — to  instructions  given  to 
the  police  not  to  be  stringent  ? — No,  I  think  not.  I  think  the  police  are  under  the  charge 
and  direction  of  the  Police  Magistrate,  and  they  are  instructed  to  exercise  vigilance  at 
all  times,  but  the  efforts  made  to  enforce  the  law  slacken  once  in  a  while.  Just  after  an 
election  there  is  a  general  stir  up,  and  the  law  is  more  rigidly  enforced  for  a  time. 

11040.  Do  you  think  the  law  can  be  enforced  if  there  is  a,  strong  public  sentiment 
behind  it  ? — If  the  public  sentiment  was  with  the  enforcement  of  the  Act,  I  believe  it 
might  be  enforced,  but  I  think  public  sentiment  is  not  with  it.  A  -great  many  of  those 
who  vote  for  the  Act,  I  have  heard,  do  not  make  any  effort  to  see  it  enforced.  Another 
reason  is,  that  the  churches  sometimes  induce  them  to  vote  for  the  Act  when  they  hardly 
appear  to  know  anything  about  the  provisions  and  restrictions  of  the  Act. 

11041.  Do  you  think  that  if  an  attempt  were  made  to  pass  a  law  which  would  pro- 
hibit people  from  importing  liquor  from  St.  John,  or  elsewhere,  not  under  a  prohibitory 
law,  and  use  it  for  family  purposes,  it  would  be  carried  by  the  popular  vote  f — I  do  not 
think  that  would  carry. 

1 1042.  Has  there  been  any  special  effort  made  by  the  Council  recently  to  secure  a 
more  vigorous  enforcement  of  the  Act  ?  Has  any  resolution  been  passed  ? — There  is  an 
Act  of  the  Assembly  providing  that  the  Council  may  at  any  time^by  vote,  employ  an 
ofl&cer  to  be  called  an  Inspector,  to  enforce  the  Act.  IJnder  certain  restrictions  they  have 
to  pay  all  bills  for  the  work  of  that  Inspector.  That  has  never  been  acted  upon.  There 
has  never  been  a  resolution  of  that  kind  moved  in  the  Council  to  appoint  an  Inspector, 
but  there  hj^ve  been  resolutions  adopted  asking  that  the  police  department  should  more 
effectually  enforce  the  law. 

11043.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  the  police  department  has  been  derelict  in 
its  duty  ? — I  do  not  think  so.  I  think  the  department  has  been  doing  everything  that 
could  be  reasonably  expected  from  it,  within  the  limits  of  its  power. 

11044.  The  present  license  law,  then,  gives  the  Council  power  and  authority  to 
appoint  an  officer  to  enforce  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  ? — Yes. 

11045.  And  the  law  makes  provision  for  the  payment  of  that  officer ;  it  authorizes 
the  Council  to  levy  a  sum  sufficient  to  pay  the  salary  ? —  Not  only  the  salary,  but  all  legal 
expenses  in  connection  with  the  matter. 

11046.  Does  not  the  Order  in  Council  of  the  Dominion  Government  make  provision 
for  handing  over  the  fines  to  the  municipality  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  them  in  enforcing 
this  law  ? — Yes. 

11047.  Could  you,  as  a  professional  man,  make  any  suggestions  as  to  amendments 
that  might  be  made  to  the  Scott  Act,  which  would  render  it  more  workable  and  more 
efficients — I  have  not  made  a  study  of  that  matter,  and  I  should  hardly  like  to  give  an 
opinion  upon  it. 

1 1048.  You  do  not  know  whether  it  could  be  amended  in  any  direction  to  make  it 
more  workable  1 — I  am  not  prepared  to  say. 

11049.  Has  drunkenness  increased  or  decreased  ? — It  has  slightly  increased,  it  has 
never  decreased.  *  The  floating  population  has  considerably  increased. 

11050.  Has  drunkenness,  on  the  whole,  slightly  decreased? — I  rather  think  so. 
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11051.  Do  you  attribute  that  decrease  to.  the  moral  influence  of  the  Scott  Act,  or 
rather  to  the  persistent  efforts  of  church  and  temperance  organizations  ? — I  attribute  it 
to  the  latter. 

11052.  You  mean  to  the  churches  and  temperance  organizations? — Yes. 

11053.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  the  law  here  has  been.persistently  violated, 
notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  the  police  ?- — I  believe  liquor  is  continually  sold,  in  viola- 
tion of  the  Act,  which,  I  believe,  is  persistently  violated. 

11054.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a  matter  of  difficulty  for  persons  coming  into  this 
city  and  putting  up  at  any  of  the  hotels,  to  obtain  liquor  ? — I  do  not  think  there  would 
be  any  difficulty,  from  what  I  understand. 

11055.  There  has  been  a  great  improvement,  I  believe,  in  the  drinking  customs  of 
the  city  during  the  last  20  years ?-^So  far  as  I  can  see;  not  only  in  Fi*edericton  but 
wherever  I  go  in  the  province,  I  see  that  improvement. 

11056.  The  diminution  of  drunkenness,  I  understand,  is  in  your  opinion  not  due  in 
any  measure  to  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — No,  not  to  the  Scott  Act  at  alL 

11057.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  operation  of  the  law  in  rural  districts  ?— Only 
from  being  about  the  county,  and  travelling  around  in  the  county  and  in  the  County  of 
Sunbury. 

11058.  What  has  been  youf  general  experience  I'egarding  the  enforcement  of  the 
law  in  those  places  you  have  visited  1 — In  this  county,  I  think  to  a  certain  extent  it  is 
enforced  in  the  country  districts ;  in  the  neighbouring  County  of  Sunbury,  I  do  not  think 
it  is  enforced,  but  it  is  a  dead  letter. 

11059.  You  are  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  a  dead  letter  in  Sunbury  1 — Yes. 

11060.  Have  the  Municipal  Council  taken  no  steps  there  to  appoint  officers  to 
enforce  the  law  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

11061.  Was  the  Act  carried  by  a  large  majority? — It  was  carried  by  a  lai^ 
majority,  but  I  am  not  prepared  to  state  the  vote  cast.  There  was  a  small  vote,  I  be- 
lieve ;  but  out  of  those  who  did  vote  there  was  a  large  majority  in  favour  of  the  Act  | 

11062.  Can  you  give  the  Commission  a  satisfactory  explanation  of  the  reason  why, 
if  there  is  so  much  apathy  at  election  time,  and  so  many  abstain  from  voting,  and  the 
adoption  of  the  Act  is  carried  by  a  large  majority,  nevertheless  no  attempt  is  made  to 
enforce  it  t — My  opinion  is  that  the  Act  having  the  name  of  a  Temperance  Act, 
and  public  sentiment  being  now  largely  against  the  drinking  habit,  and  the  evils  con- 
nected with  it  being  recognized,  all  the  temperance  men  record  their  votes  in  favour  of  the 
Act,  while  a  great  many  who  do  not  like  to  go  to  the  poll  and  record  their  votes  against 
it,  stay  away. 

11063.  Do  you  mean  that  many  of  them  go  and  record  their  votes  in  favour  of  the 
Act  and  yet  do  not  observe  its  provisions  ? — I  think  that  is  the  case  in  the  city  to  a 
large  extent. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

1 1064.  Do  you  know  what  is  done  with  the  Scott  Act  fines  in  the  city  ?— Yes. 
They  are  paid  into  the  revenue  of  the  city,  into  the  fund  called  the  administration  of 
justice  fund,  out  of  which  fund  the  Police  Magistrate  and  the  policemen  are  paid.  The 
regulations  governing  the  police  force  are  drawn  up  in  this  way  :  they  are  prepared  by  the 
Police  Magistrate  and  are  sent  to  the  City  Council,  which  simply  approves  or  disap- 
proves them.  The  first  regulation  is,  that  it  shall  I  e  the  duty  of  the  police  force  to  give 
all  posvsible  attention  to  prosecutions  under  the  Canada  Temperance  Act,  and  the  fines 
are  devoted  to  the  payment  of  policemen.  Whatever  sum  is  short  is  made  up  by  assess- 
ment on  the  citizens  at  large. 

11065.  One  of  the  by-laws,  at  page  92,  is  to  this  effect :  Every  man  who  shall  be 
intoxicated  or  appear  to  be  intoxicated  in  any  public  square  or  plot  of  ground,  or  at  any 
public  meeting  or  place  of  public  resort,  if  the  allegations  be  proved,  shall  be  liable  to  a 
penalty  not  exceeding  $20.  That  regulation  appears  as  No.  3  of  the  by-laws  to  prevent 
breaches  of  the  peace  and  drunkenness.  Is  that  by-law  still  in  force  1— Yes,  and  it  b 
very  well  enforced  too. 

Charles  W.  Beckwith. 
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By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod  : 

1 1066.  Do  you  think  it  is  the  duty  of  the  citizens  to  enforce  the  Canada  Temper- 
ance Act  ? — I  think  any  citizen  who  voted  for  the  Act  should  certainly  see  it  was  his 
duty  to  do  whatever  he  possibly  could  do  to  enforce  the  Act. 

11067.  Do  you  think  it  is  the  duty  of  private  citizens  to  enforce  other  city  laws  ? — 
It  is  their  duty  to  assist  in  the  enforcement  of  them. 

11068.  If  private  citizens  fail  to  take  active  steps  for  the  enforcement  of  the 
Canada  Temperance  Act  or  any  other  laws,  are  officials  justified  in  neglecting  to  see  that 
they  are  enforced  ? — The  officials  whose  duty  it  is  to  look  after  the  enforcemenc  of  the 
Scott  Act  are  not  justified  in  failing  to  enforce  it. 

11069.  Then  it  is  the  duty  of  the  officials,  independent  of  public  sentiment  and  of 
the  action  of  private  citizens,  to  keep  on  seeking  to  enforce  the  law  ? — Yes,  it  is  their 
duty  under  their  oath. 

1 1070.  Was  there  any  attempt  made  to  repeal  the  Scott  Act  in  York  ? — Yes. 

11071.  Was  it  successful?— No. 

11072.  Was  the  Act  supported  by  a  larger  majority  than  at  the  outset?— My 
memory  is  that  it  was,  but  I  am  not  clear  about  it. 

11073.  Would  you  regard  that  as  an  indication  that  public  sentiment  is  in  favour 
of  the  law  ? — It  was  to  a  certain  extent  a  test,  but  hardly  a  full  one,  because  the  vote 
was  not  commensurate  with  the  general  vote  of  the  whole  county. 

11074.  Had  the  Act  been  repealed,  would  that  have  been  an  indication  of  puVjlic 
sentiment  ? — No,  not  unless  there  was  a  large  vote  of  the  county  polled. 

By  Mr,  Gigaidt : 

11075.  D©  you  know  any  law  that  is  as  openly  and  flagrantly  violated  here,  as  is 
the  Scott  Act? — No,  I  cannot  say  that  I  do. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

11076.  Would  the  majority  given  indicate  the  fact  that  after  the  people  had  had 
an  experience  of  three  or  six  years  of  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  in  York,  the  elec- 
tors came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  no  barrier  to  getting  any  liquor  they  w^anted  ? — 
I  would  not  be  afraid  to  say  that  that  would  influence  some  of  them,  but  whether  to  the 
extent  of  a  majority,  I  could  not  say. 

11077.  The  Act  is  no  barrier  to  any  family  getting  liquor  from  outside  for  domestic 
use  ? — No. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

11078.  Is  there  open  liquor  sale  in  Fredericton  ? — I  can  hai-dly  say  that ;  I  think 
there  is.  I  am  speaking  now  of  what  I  hear  in  my  office  about  the  sale  of  liquor  here 
and  elsewhere.  If  it  is  true  there  are  twenty  places  selling  liquor,  the  law  is  openly 
violated. 

1 1079.  You  are  not  speaking  from  your  own  knowledge  ? — No,  I  cannot  speak  from 
my  own  knowledge. 

11080.  Do  you  believe  the  sale  of  liquor  is  carried  on  openly  and  flagrantly,  or  is 
it  more  or  less  secretly  carried  on,  with  safeguards  ? — I  think  it  is  carried  on  both  ways  ; 
I  think  there  are  places  which  sell  secretljr  and  places  that  sell  openly. 

.      1 1081.  That  is  what  you  hear  ?— Yes. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

11082.  Have  you  any  doubt  as  to  the  fact  ? — No,  I  cannot  say  I  have;  it  is  so 
publicly  known  that  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  doubt  about  it. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

11083.  Allowing  that^many  other  laws  are  broken,  do  you  think  they  are  as  con- 
tinuously and  persistently  violated  as  the.  Scott  Act  ? — No,  I  do  not ;  I  cannot  think  of 
any  law  that  is  so  persistently  violated.  It  may  be  that  my  opinion  is  influenced  by 
this  law  being  constantly  before  me,  and  I  may  on  consideration  be  able  to  think  of 
some  other  law  that  is  as  regularly  violated. 
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EDWARD  B.  WINSLOW,  Fredericton,  barrister,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed 
as  follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

11084.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Fredericton? — Thirty  years. 

11085.  Have  you  been  engaged  in  your  profession  during  all  that  time?— Yes, 
nearly  all  that  time. 

11086.  Did  you  reside  in  Fredericton  under  the  license  law  ? — Yes. 

11087.  And  you  have  known  it  under  the  present  Scott  Act  ? — Yes. 

11088.  Are  you  able  to  express  an  opinion  as  to  whether  there  was  more  drunken- 
ness under  one  than  under  the  other  ;  and  if  so,  under  which  ? — I  can  see  very  little 
difference,  so  far  as  my  experience  goes. 

11089.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  there  is  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  for 
beverage  purposes  going  on  in  the  city  ? — Certainly,  unquestionably. 

11090.  Can  you  form  an  opinion  as  to  whether  such  sale  is  going  on  in  few  or 
many  places  ? — I  should  say  not  in  so  many  places  as  before,  but  in  a  considerable 
number.  I  suppose  there  would  be  half  a  dozen  or  a  dozen,  six,  eight  or  ten  places 
where  it  is  sold,  outside,  probably,  of  the  druggists ;  but  the  quantity  of  liquor  sold,  I 
think,  is  quite  as  large  as  it  was,  when  the  city  was  under  License. 

11091.  The  Act  has  been  voted  on  here  three  or  four  times,  we  understand  ?— Yes. 

11092.  And  each  time  it  has  been  carried? — Yes. 

1 1093.  Do  you  think  there  has  been  a  growth,  during  the  time  you  have  been  in 
Fredericton,  of  what  majr  be  called  the  temperance  sentiment  of  the  country  ?— I  should 
be  inclined  to  think  there  had  been. 

11094.  You  have  temperance  societies  in  operation  here,  I  supposed  Yes. 

11095.  Have  the  influences  of  religious  teaching  lieen  promotive  of  temperance?— 
Yes,  certainly. 

11096.  Do  you  think  they  have  been  beneficial  in  this  respect  ? —I  do  not  think 
they  have  done  very  much  harm.     I  think  they  may  have  done  some  little  good. 

11097.  Do  you  attribute  the  growth  of  temperance  sentiment  in  the  minds  of  the 
people  to  those  influences,  or  to  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — Xo  those  influences 
entirely. 

11098.  You  know  that  under  the  Scott  Act  persons  may  bring  in  intoxicating 
liquors  for  beverage  purposes  from  other  communities.  Do  you  suppose  that  if  a  law 
were  passed  prohibiting  the  bringing  in  of  liquors  in  any  way,  even  when  they  were  to 
be  used  for  l>everage  purposes  in  the  home,  it  would  receive  the  support  of  a  majority 
of  the  people  of  this  community  ? — No,  I  do  not. 

11099.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  offer  to  the  Commission,  as  a  professional  man 
of  experience,  in  regard  to  any  amendments  by  which  the  law  could  be  made  more  work- 
able and  efficient?  -No;  I  should  say  abolish  it  altogether. 

11100.  Do  you  consider  the  Act  itself  is  unwise? — I  think  it  is  an  unnecessary 
interference. 

11101.  You  do  not  think  it  is  a  good  law  ? — I  do  not  think  it  is  a  good  law,  and  in 
accord  with  the  sentiments  of  the  people.     The  people  are  against  it. 

11102.  Do  you  think  the  fact  that  its  prohibition  is  ineffective  in  this  community 
is  owing  to  the  sentiment  of  the  community  being  against  it  1 — Yes. 

11103.  Do  you  think  if  the  sentiment  was  with  the  law,  it  might  be  enforced  ^- 
Certainly. 

11104.  That,  then,  is  the  weakness  1 — That  is  the  trouble,  I  think. 

11105.  Then  it  is  not  the  question  of  the  Act  itself  being  bad,  but  a  lack  of  senti- 
ment to  support  it  ? — Quite  so. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

11106.  We  have  heard  a  good  deal  since  this  investigation  commenced  of  legal 
difficulties  operating  to  such  an  extent  as  to  paralyze,  in  some  instances,  the  hands  of 
the  local  officers  in  prosecuting  the  law.  Is  that  a  fact? — There  have  been  a  great 
many  legal  difficulties  in  the  way. 

Edward  B.  Wixslow. 
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11107.  Have  they  not  been  pretty  well  disposed  of  during  the  last  10  or  12  years  ? 
— I  should  think  so,  but  some  new  point  is  always  turning  up.  I  think  myself  they  are 
pretty  well  disposed  of,  but  something  new  may  turn  up  any  day. 

11108.  Then  the  difficulties  are  not  so  great  as  they  were  some  years  ago? — Cer- 
tainly not. 

11109.  Can  any  good  iieason  be  advanced  for  the  apathy  which  exists  in  many 
places  now  in  regard  to  the  enforcement  of  the  Act,  except  the  fact  that  there  is  no 
public  sentiment  behind  it  ? — That,  I  think,  is  the  I'eal  difficulty  in  working  out  the 
Act,  public  sentiment  is  not  behind  it. 

11110.  The  legal  difficulties  are  disposed  of? — Yes'. 

mil.  I  iinderstand  that  the  legal  doubts  have  been  removed? — It  is  very  much 
easier  to  get  a  conviction  now  than  formerly  ;  that  is  to  say,  the  legal  difficulties  have, 
to  a  large  extent,  disappeared. 

11112.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  operation  of  the  law  elsewhere  than  in  this 
city  and  in  the  county  of  York  ? — I  cannot  say  I  know  very  much  about  it. 

11113.  You  do  not  know  anything  of  the  operation  of  the  law  outside  of  the  city  ? 
— Not  very  much. 

11114.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  operation  of  the  law  in  the  county  ? — I 
think  very  little  liquor  is  sold  in  the  County  ;  its  consumption  is  more  confined  to  the 
city. 

11115.  Does  that  apply  to  the  villages  of  the  county  ? — Yes.  My  experience  is  rather 
limited,  because  I  travel  very  little  about  th^  county,  but  so  far  as  my  judgment  goes, 
I  think  there  is  very  little  liquor  sold  outside  of  the  city. 

11116.  If  the  city  were  under  the  operation  of  a  provincial  license  law,  would  the ' 
authorities  issue  as  many  licenses  as  they  did  under  the  old  law  ? — I  think  it  would  make 
very  little  difference. 

11117.  "Would  the  number  of  licenses  be  limited  by  the  law  in  the  city,  or  by  the 
wish  of  the  Council  ? — I  have  forgotten  about  the  old  arrangement  ;  I  fancy  almost  any 
respectable  person  who  wished  a  license  could  have  got  it  in  the  old  time. 

11118.  From  what  you  have  seen  of  the  operation  of  the  Canada  Temperance  Act, 
do  you  think  this  city  is  better  at  present  than  it  would  be,  so  far  as  the  sale  of  liquor 
is  concerned,  if  there  was  a  license  law  in  force? — No,  I  do  not  thinjf  it  is  a  bit 
better. 

11119.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  any  worse  if  there  was  a  license  law? — I  do  not 
think  so. 

11120.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  better  for  the  community  generally  to  have  a 
certain  number  of  places  licensed  ? — I  think  so.  Boys  can  get  liquor  now  at  almost  any 
time.  There  is  hardly  a  day,  or  certainly  a  Saturday  night,  when  you  cannot  see  boys 
at  corners  with  bottles  to  their  lips.  That  never  occurred  under  the  old  license  law.  It 
probably  does  not  make  much  difference  where  they  get  it,  but  the  fact  remains  that 
they  do  get  it.  Young  fellows  may  be  seen  about  the  streets  carrying  bottles ;  this  is 
not  at  all  infrequent,  especially  on  Saturday. 

11121.  Are  the  poUce  authorities  negligent  in  performing  their  duties? — I  think 
they  do  their  duties  as  well  as  police  generally  do. 

11122.  Is  there  any  obstacle  to  the  appointment  of  a  special  officer  to  enforce  the 
law? — I  do  not  think  so. 

11123.  Have  steps  been  taken  to  that  end  ? — Yes,  I  think  several  times,  but  it  has 
been  voted  down. 

11124.  By  the  Council? — I  think  so.  I  do  not  like  to  speak  positively,  but  that  is 
as  I  remember  it.     It  is  a  matter  of  record. 

11125.  Do  you  think  the  law. is  as  well  observed  here  as  it  can  be? — I  think  so, 
considering  public  sentiment. 

11126.  If  it  is  not  thoroughly  enforced,  is  it,  in  your  opinion,  due  to  lack  of  public 
sentiment  ? — That  is  my  idea  of  it. 

By  Mr,  Gigault  : 

11127.  Have  you  been  in  any  foreign  country  where  a  prohibitory  law  is  in  force  ? 
— No,  I  have  not.     I  remember  the  prohibitory  law  here  when  it  was  in  forca 


Digitized  by 


Google 


574  ROYAL  COMMISSION   ON  THE   LIQUOR  TRAFFIC. 

11128.  How  did  it  work  ? — My  recollection  is  rather  short  about  it ;  I  simply 
remember  the  fact  that  it  was  in  force  in  1855.  I  remember  having  heard  that 
everybody  had  his  cellar  pretty  well  stocked.  That  would  show  to  my  mind  that  the 
sentiment  was  rather  against  it. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod : 

11129.  Do  we  understand  you  to  say  that  boys  are  every  day  drinking  ?— Yes 
particularly  on  Saturday,  when  they  can  be  seen  round  comers. 

11130.  Have  you  any  idea  where  they  get  the  liquor? — Not  the  slightest. 

11 131.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  less  sold  if  the  trade  were  licensed  ? — I  do  not 
know,  probably  there  would,  because  now  they  seem  to  sneak  round  in  diffiBrent  ways 
and  appear  determined  to  get  it.  I  think  if  respectable  people  were  licensed,  they  would 
not  give  it  to  boys. 

11132.  If  there  were  a  license  law,  do  you  think  the  people  who  are  now  selling 
illicitly  would  havd  licenses  ? — I  think  some  would. 

11133.  If  those  parties  who  are  now  selling  illicitly,  had  licenses,  would  they  stop 
selling  to  boys  ? — No.  I  have  seen,  particularly  on  Saturday,  boys  go  down  to  the  bank 
of  the  river,  and  I  have  watched  them  right  along  the  bank. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

11134.  Did  you  ever  know  such  a  state  of  things  to  exist  under  the  operation  of 
the  license  law  ? — I  dare  say  the  same  thing  may  have  occurred,  but  I  do  not  remember. 
I  dare  say  to  a  certain  extent  it  occurred. 


JOHN  M.  WILEY,  of  Frederiction,  druggist,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald: 

11135.  I  understand  you  are  President  of  the  Board  o£  Tndel — ^Yc& 

11136.  How  long  have  you  held  that  position  ?^  About  a  year  and  a  half. 

11137.  Have  you  a  druggisi's  Heense  under  the  Scott  Act? — Yes. 

1 1 1 38.  How  many  ol  those  licenses  are  there  in  the  city  ? — Two,  I  believe. 

11139.  You  \Are  authority  to  sell  under  the  provisions  of  the  Actt — ^Yes. 
11140i  Have  you  reason  to  believe  there  is  any  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor  for 

beiTwage  parposes  in  the  city  t — ^I  think  there  is. 

11141.  Do  you  ever  see  drunken  people? — ^Yea 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

11142.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Fredericton? — All  my  life. 

1 1 143.  Has  there  been  a  general  improvement  in  the  drinking  habits  of  the  peq^de 
from  your  earliest  recollection  ? — Yes,  very  much  so ;  there  is  a  very  great  improvemeiii 

11144.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  improvement? — Probably  the  greatest  portion 
of  the  improvement  has  been  due  to  moral  influences. 

11145.  Do  you  think  the  Scott  Act  can  be  credited  with  being  a  factor  in  improv- 
ing the  morals  of  the  people  as  regards  drinking  habits  ? — Yes,  I  think  so. 

11146.  To  what  extent? — That  is  a  pretty  hard  question  to  answer ;  but  I  think 
it  ha^  been  to  a  considerable  extent. 

11147.  Has  there  been  a  great  improvement  in  business;  have  there  been  less 
failures  since  the  Scott  Act  came  into  operation  here  ? — I  should  judge  the  Soott  Act 
has  not  any  particular  eflfect  on  business. 

11148.  Neither  to  injure  it,  nor  to  improve  it  ? — I  should  judge  not. 

11149.  You  are  pretty  familiar,  I  suppose,  with  the  provisions  of  the  Canada  Tem- 
perance Act  ? — Pretty  familiar. 

Edward  B.  Winslow. 
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11150.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  believe  liquor  is  sold  in  the  city  ? — Yes. 

11151.  Have  you  any  idea  to  what  extent  it  is  sold,  or  in  how  many  places? — 
No. 

11152.  Are  there  half  a  dozen  places  where  liquor  is  sold  ? — Yes  ;  I  should  think 
at  least  half  a  dozen. 

11153.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  the  authorities  are  neglectful  of  their  duty 
to  the  people  as  regards  enforcing  the  Act  against  the  sale  of  liquor  ? — It  might  be 
better  enforced  if  an  Inspector  were  appointed. 

11154.  Is  there  any  legal  difficulty  or  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  appointment  of 
an  Inspector  ?  The  present  Act,  I  believe,  gives  power  to  the  City  Council  to  appoint 
one  ? — I  think  there  is  no  difficulty  in  regard  to  appointing  an  Inspector,  I  should  judge 
not. 

11155.  Are  the  members  of  the  Council  opposing  public  opinion  in  not  enforcing 
the  Act  and  not  making  provision  for  the  appointment  of  an  Inspector  to  enforce  it  ? 
Does  public  opinion  justify  their  non-appointment  of  an  Inspector  ? — I  should  think  public 
opinion  must  be  against  it ;  but  public  opinion  carried  the  law,  and  it  should  certainly 
be  willing  to  have  an  Inspector  appointed. 

11156.  Has  there  been  any  movement  made  on  the  part  of  those  who  voted  for  the 
Act  to  have  the  Council  appoint  an  Inspector  ?-;-It  seems  to  me  there  was  some  pro- 
position before  the  Council  some  time  ago.  I  do  not  remember  exactly  what  it  was  in 
regard  to  that  matter. 

11157.  It  is  a  fact  that  there  is  no  Inspector,  at  all  events? — No  Inspector  I 
know  of. 

11158.  And  the  duty  of  enforcing  the  law  depends  on  the  police  force? — Yes. 

■    11159.  Would  the  law  be  more  effectually  enforced  if  an  Inspector  were  appointed 
whose  special  duty  it  would  be  to  look  after  it  ? — I  think  it  would  be 

11160.  Has  this  been  made  a  test  question  at  municipal  elections,  the  enforcement 
or  non-enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — No  ;  I  think  not. 

11161.  Is  it  not  a  matter  that  has  been  brought  very  prominently  forward  as  an 
issue  ? — No  ;  I  do  not  think  it  has  this  last  year  or  two. 

11162.  Do  you  think  people  vote  for  the  Scott  Act  who  do  not  observe  its  pro- 
visions after  it  has  become  the  law  ? — I  do  not  know  about  that. 

11163.  It  has  been  stated  that  probably  the  passing  of  the  Act  in  some  places  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  people  vote  for  it,  and  do  not  observe  it  afterwards,  and  are  not 
total  abstainers.  Is  that  the  case  in  this  city  ? — I  do  not  think  so,  not  to  my  know- 
ledge. 

11164.  Do  you  think  if  there  were  vigorous  efforts  made  on  the  part  of  the  muni- 
cipal authorities  they  could  enforce  the  law  more  rigidly  than  it  is  enforced  at  present  ? 
— I  think  it  might  be  enforced  a  little  more  strictly  than  at  present. 

11165.  Is  the  fact  that  it  is  not  stringently  and  rigorously  enforced  due  to  public 
apathy  ? — I  think  it  is. 

11166.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  outnde  of  this 
city  ? — Nothing  more  than  some  little  I  know  about  it  in  the  county, 

11 167.  How  is  it  observed  in  the  county  ? — I  think  it  is  rwy  well  observed. 

1 1 168.  Do  you  know  anything  of  its  operation  in  other  counties  ? — No. 

11169.  Could  you  suggest  any  amendment  that  would  make  the  Act  more  workable 
and  efficient  ?  Do  you  think  the  imposition  of  fines  for  first  and  second  offence  is  the 
proper  course  to  pursue,  or  would  it  be  better  to  have  imprisonment  in  case  of  conviction 
for  every  offence  under  the  Act  ? — I  do  not  think  it  would  be  better. 

11170.  Do  you  think  the  appointment  of  officers  by  the  Provincial  or  Dominion 
authorities  would  be  better  than  the  appointment  of  officers  by  local  authorities  ? — I 
think  it  would  be. 

11171.  Have  you  any  further  suggestions  that  you  can  offer  ? — No  ;  not  in  regard 
to  the  Scott  Act. 

By  Mr,  GigauU : 

11172.  What  is  the  amount  of  your  liquor  sales  yearly  ? — They  are  to  the  value  of 
1200  or  $300  probably. 
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LED  G.  EDGECOMB,  of  Fredericton,  carriage  manufacturer  oa  being  duly 
Dsed  as  follows  : — 

•«/  Judge  McDanald  : 

.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Fredericton  1 — All  my  life. 

.  How  long  have  you  carried  on  business  here  ? — I  have  been  in  business 

ears. 

?y  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

.  How  many  men  do  you  employ  ? — Between  50  and  60. 

.  Is  your  output  quite  large  ? — Yes. 

.  And  I  suppose  your  pay-roll  must  be  large  ? — Yes. 

.  Emplo3ring  50  or  60  men,  you  must  have  a  number  of  skilled  workmen 

m  in  your  industry  ? — Yes,  we  have  quite  a  number, 

.  As  a  manufacturer  and  business  man,  do  you  find  the  drink  trade  aud  the 

b -affect  in  any  way  your  business? — Yes,  considerably. 

.  In  what  way  ? — It  takes  our  men  away  just  at  the  time  we  want  them 

.  You  mean  that  those  who  drink  are  irregular  ? — Yes. 

.  Have  you  any  rule  in  regard  to  employing  men  ;  do  you  prefer  abstainers! 

er  abstainers  in  every  case. 

.  When  you  can  obtain  them,  do  you  give  them  the  preference  ] — Yes,  at  any 

.  I  suppose  you  have  not  very  many  men  who  do  drink  particularly  ?— No, 

;  number. 

.  Take  the  average  drinking  man  :  how  much  time,  say  per  month,  would  he 

30unt  of  drinking,   one  or  two  or  three  days? — He  would  average  perhaps, 

)f  them,  three  days  a  month. 

.  And  others  would  average  one  day  ? — Yes. 

.  Would  the  general  average  be,  say,  two  days  a  month  ? — Yes,  I  should  say 

.  Do  you  find  that  the  closing  of  licensed  liquor  stores  is  a  benefit  to  drinking 
.t  there  are  not  so  many  facilities  for  drinking  1 — Yes,  I  should  say  it  is  a 
fit  to  them. 

.  You  remember  Fredericton  under  the  old  license  law  ? — I  do. 
.  Was  drinking  more  general  then  amongst  workingmen,  and  was  drunken- 
general  then  than  now  1 — Much  more. 

?y  Mr,  Gigatdt  : 

.  Is  the  law  well  enforced  in  this  city  1 — As  far  as  I  know,  fairly  weU,  but 
as  it  might  be. 

.  Is  there  much  less  drunkenness  now  than  there  was  under  the  License  Act? 
deal  less  in  my  estimation. 

.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  decrease  1 — To  the  Scott  Act. 
.  Only  to  the  Scott  Act  ? — That  is  as  far  as  I  know: 

.  The  temperance  societies  have  nothing  to  do  with  promoting  temperance  I— 
a  great  deal  to  do  with  it.     They  educate  the  people  to  less  intemperance. 

?^  Mr,  Clarke  : 

.  The  influence  of  the  churches,  I  suppose,  is  seen  and  felt  ? — I  should  say  the 

ad  the  temperance  societies  have  something  to  do  with  it. 

.  Have  you  very  much'  difl5culty  in  procuring  sober,  steady  employees  ? — Yes ; 

hey  are  the  best  men  who  drink  most. 

.  Have  you  many  first-class  men  in  your  employment  who  are  drinking  men  f 

•eat  many. 

.  What  percentage  of  your  employees  are  total  abstainers  1 — I  could  not  say. 
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11200.  Have  you  any  idea? — No,  I  have  no  idea. 

11201.  Where  do  you  think  these  men,  who  are  not  total  abstainers,  procure  theii* 
liquor  1  Do  they  bring  it  in  from  St.  John  or  some  other  place  where  there  is  a 
License  Act  in  force,  or  do  they  get  it  here  ? — I  suppose  they  get  it  here  somewhere. 

11202.  Have  you  any  doubt  that  liquor  is  steadily  and  continuously  and  persist- 
ently sold  here  ? — I  know  it  is  sold  here. 

11203.  Although  there  is  a  law  prohibiting  its  sale  ? — Yes. 

1 1 204.  What  do  you  think  is  the  moral  effect  of  that  state  of  things  on  the  com- 
munity generally  ? — As  it  is,  I  think  it  is  doing  a  great  deal  of  good. 

1 1 205.  To  have  a  law  on  the  statute-book  flagrantly  violated,  is  that  good  1 — Yes. 

11206.  There  has  been  a  general  improvement  during  the  last  thirty  years  all  along 
the  line  in  the  drinking  habits  and  customs  of  the  people^  I  understand  ? — Yes,  there 
has  been  a  great  change. 

11207.  That  has  not  been  confined  to  the  working  or  operative  class,  but  extends 
to  all  classes  ? — I  think  so. 

1 1208.  You  think  the  Scott  Act  has  done  a  great  deal  of  good  ? — I  do. 

11209.  Could  you  suggest  any  change  in  the  law  by  which  it  would  do  more  good? 
Would  you  favour  the  imprisonment  of  people  who  have  been  convicted  for  a  first 
offence  ? — I  would  more  favour  a  high  license  or  a  high  fine. 

11210.  We  have  been  told  that  there  are  a  good  many  prosecutions  for  violations 
of  the  Act,  but  they  are  first  or  second  offence  prosecutions,  which  do  not  carry  im- 
prisonment with  them.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  imprison  the  people  who  violate  the 
law  persistently  ? — I  do  not  know.     It  has  been  done  here. 

11211.  Is  there  any  understanding  between  the  illicit  vendors  and  the  authorities 
that  they  shall  be  brought  up  for  first  offence  only  ? — Yes,  there  is.  " 

11212.  Then  they  pay  a  fine  for  first  offence  for  selling  liquor  amounting  to  fifty 
doUars  ? — I  have  understood  so. 

11213.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  give  those  people  a  license  and  make  them  pay 
double  the  amount  they  now  pay  in  fines  ? — No,  I  would  not  favour  that. 

11214.  You  think  it  is  better  as  it  is  now  ?^— Yes. 

11215.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  proceedings  in  the  City  Council  as  to  the  en- 
forcement of  the  law  ? — Yes,  they  are  divided  as  to  appointing  an  Inspector. 

11216.  Would  it  be  better  if  there  were  an  Inspector  ? — I  think  itv  would  be  better. 

11217.  Is  there  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  Council  appointing  one? — I  think 
there  is. 

11218.  That  is,  a  majority  of  the  Council  are  opposed  to  it  ? — I  think  so. 

11219.  Do  they  reflect  the  opinion  of  the  city  in  opposing  it? — I  think  it  is  with 
themselves,  and  not  with  public  opinion. 

11220.  Is  the  question  of  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act  ever  made  dn  issue  in 
the  municipal  elections  ? — Yes,  the  city  elections  have  been  carried  on  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, but  not  very  vigorously,  upon  that  issue. 

1 1221.  Is  the  result  of  the  elections  a  mark  or  evidence  of  public  opinion  ? — I  think 
it  is  not. 

11222.  Would  the  appointment  of  Dominion  or  Provincial  officials  be  better  than 
the  present  method  of  delegating  the  enforcement  of  the  Act  to  your  police  authorities  ? 
— I  think  it  would. 

11223.  Can  you  suggest  any  other  amendment  or  any  different  plan  that  would 
result  more  advantageously  or  successfully  than  the  present  method  or  plan  of  doing 
business  ? — I  think  if  the  city  officials  had  more  power,  and  paid  more  attention  to  the 
law,  it  would  be  worked  differently. 

11224.  Can  you  suggest  any  change  by  which  that  could  be  brought  about  ?  The 
Order  in  Council  makes  provision  for  handing  over  the  fines  to  the  municipal  authorities 
for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  Act,  and  the  Municipal  Council  can  appoint  an  In- 
spector ? — I  think  a  higher  authority  would  give  them  more  power  to  sustain  their 
ruling. 

11225.  Do  you  mean  there  should  be  no  appeal  from  the  Police  Magistrate  or  local 
authority  ? — No ;  but  if  the  appeal  was  not  worked  so  much,  the  Act  would  be  better 
worked. 
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11226.  Would  you  favour  the  passage  of  a  prohibitory  law,  prohibiting  the  manu- 
facture, importation  and  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor? — I  would. 

11227.  You  think  it  could  be  enforced  ? — I  think  it  could  to  a  certain  extent. 

11228.  Could  it  be  enforced  as  well  as  the  Scott  Act  is  enforced  in  this  city  t— I 
think  so,  if  the  Dominion  Government  would  look  after  it. 

11229.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  Scott  Act  outside  of  this  city? — No. 

1 1 230.  Or  of  the  Maine  Act  ?--No. 

1 1231.  Do  you  know  of  any  country  in  the  world   where  such  a  law  is  in  force  1— 
No,  except  in  Maine. 

11232.  The  Maine  law  permits  citizens  to  bring  in  liquor  for  the  use  of  their 
families  1 — Yes. 

By  Judge  McDonald: 

11233.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  well  if  the  law  compelled  the  Council  to  appoint 
an  Inspector  ? — I  think  so. 

11234.  Are  you  yourself  opposed  on  principle  to  a  license  law? — Not  on  principle. 

1 1 235.  You  do  not  see  anything  objectionable  in  a  license  law  of  itself,  but  you 
prefer  prohibition  ? — Yes,  I  prefer  the  present  law. 


ALFRED  F.  STREET,  of  Fredericton,  Collector  of  Customs,  on  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  as  follows : — 

Bj/  Judge  McDonald : 

11236.  How  long  have  you  been  Collector  of  Customs  I — About  20  years.  I  was 
appointed  in  January,  1873. 

1 1237.  Is  this  a  port  of  entry  ?— Yes. 

11238.  And  bonded  goods  can  be  brought  in? — Yes,  but  there  are  no  bonded  ware- 
houses now,  since  the  present  law  was  passed. 

11239.  Have  you,  as  Collector  of  Customs,  had  knowledge  of  the  importation  of 
liquor  ? — Yes. 

11240.  Since  the  Scott  Act  has  been  in  force  ? — Yes. 

11241.  By  persons  who  are  licensed  under  the  Act  or  others? — Not  by  people 
licensed  under  the  Act. 

1 1 242.  By  druggists  ? — Yes,  but  outside  of  that. 

11243.  Have  any  seizures  of  liquor  been  made? — No. 

11244.  There  would  not  be  much  smuggling  here,  inland? — Not  very  much. 

1 1245.  Where  does  the  imported  liquor  come  from  ? — It  is  removed  in  bond  ex  ware- 
house from  St.  John,  and  sometimes  there  is  a  direct  importation  from  England  and 
France.     I  had  one  here  the  other  day  from  France. 

1 1 246.  Can  you  give  the  Commissioners  an  idea  of  the  quantity  so  imported  !— 
Last  year  would  be  a  fair  average.  I  think  about  $800  was  collected  on  liquors  last 
year  ending  30th  June. 

11247.  What  character  of  liquor? — Whisky,  gin  and  brandy. 

11248.  Any  wines  ?— I  think  not. 

11249.  Any  ales  or  porters? — No,  none  imported.  Theresnight  have  been  some, 
but  it  would  be  in  small  quantities. 

1 1 250.  But  on  what  liquors  was  this  $800  duty  paid  ? — All  on  spirits. 

11251.  What  would  that  represent  in  value? — The  value  would  not  amount  to 
very  much.     The  duty  is  $2.00  a  gallon  and  12 J  per  cent,  so  the  value  is  insignificant 

11252.  The  duty  is  very  high? — Whisky  would  probably  cost  five  shillings  a  gallon 
and  the  duty  is  $2.00  and  12^  per  cent.     The  importation  is  very  small. 
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By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

11253.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act? — Yes,  some 
things  come  under  my  notice. 

11254.  Elsewhere  than  in  Fredericton  ? — Yes. 

12255.  How  does  it  operate  here  and  elsewhere,  where  you  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  seeing  it  in  force  ? — As  it  is  enforced,  it  does  not  operate  well  at  all,  because  it  is  not 
enforced.     If  it  were  enforced,  it  might  be  beneficial. 

11256.  What  are  the  difl&culties  in  the  way  of  its  enforcement? — I  think  public 
opinion  is  not  sufficiently  in  favour  of  it. 

1 1 257.  Opportunities  are  given  to  the  people  to  express  their  opinioh  from  time  to 
time  ? — That  is  true,  and  it  has  been  carried  always  by  a  small  majority,  not  of  the  rate- 
payers, but  of  the  people  voting.  I  doubt  whether  a  majority  of  the  ratepayers  have 
voted  in  favour  of  it,  though  they  may  have  done  so,  but  a  great  many  people  do  not  vote. 

1 1 258.  I  think  the  evidence  shows  that  the  voting  is  not  very  heavy  in  Scott  Act 
elections  ? — And  a  great  many  people  vote  for  the  Act  who  are  really  opposed  to  it.  I 
know  of  some  who  signed  the  petition  and  then  voted  against  it,  and  others  who  signed 
the  petition  for  the  repeal  of  the  Act  and  then  voted  to  sustain  it. 

11259.  How  do  you  account  for  that? — I  think  a  great  deal  of  influence  is  brought 
to  bear  by  the  ladies  of  the  diflerent  societies ;  they  have  influenced  the  voters.  No 
doubt  they  thought  they  were  doing  right. 

1 1260.  Is  the  non  enforcement  of  the  law  due  to  any  special  and  particular  obstacles 
or  difficulties  in  the  way  of  technical  objections  that  are  raised  ? — I  could  hardly  say. 

11261.  It  has  been  stated  here  that  people  become  discouraged  in  attempting  to  en- 
force the  law  because  legal  objections  are  interposed  in  the  higher  Courts  and  cases 
have  been  hung  up  there  for  some  years  ? — I  think  there  is  a  good  deal  in  that  opinion, 
because  it  is  not  a  pleasant  duty  to  undertake  and  many  do  not  attempt  it  on  that 
account. 

11262.  What  is  the  reason  that  the  City  Council  do  not  appoint  an  officer? — I 
could  not  answer  that  question. 

1 1 263.  Is  there  any  reason  ? — I  could  not  tell. 

1 1 264.  Do  they  reflect  public  opinion  in  not  appointing  an  officer  ? — I  presume  so, 
or  they  would  do  it. 

11265.  Do  you  recollect  the  condition  of  things  under  the  license  law  ? — I  do. 

11266.  Do  you  think  the  present  condition  of  things  is  as  good  as  it  was  then  ? — I 
do  not  think  so.     I  do  not  think  it  is  as  good. 

11267.  Has  drunkenness  increased  or  decreased  since  the  Scott  Act  was  adopted  ? — 
I  do  not  think  it  has  increased. 

11268.  If  there  has  been  any  decrease,  do  you  attribute  that  to  the  operation  of  the 
Scott  Act? — I  would  presume  it  would  have  some  effect  upon  it. 

11 269.  Do  you  think  it  is  possible  for  the  authorities  here  to  enforce  the  law  more 
rigorously  than  at  present  ? — I  should  think  they  could. 

11270.  Are  there  continuous  and  flagrant  violations  of  the  law  ? — I  think  so.  I  do 
not  think  if  a  man  wants  a  drink  he  would  have  much  difficulty  in  getting  it. 

11271.  Do  you  think  a  stranger  coming  into  Fredericton,  and  staying  at  one  of  the 
hotels,  would  have  much  difficulty  ? — I  would  not  give  the  hotels  away.  If  you  like  to 
try  it,  you  probably  have  an  answer. 

11272.  If  there  were  penalties  attached,  of  imprisonment  for  first  convictions  instead 
of  a  fine,  would  that  improve  the  state  of  things  ?  Some  of  your  leading  hotel  keepers 
were  imprisoned,  I  believe? — They  were  in  jail. 

1 1 27  3.  Was  there  a  better  state  of  things  in  consequence  ? — No,  I  did  not  notice  any. 

11274.  It  would  not  make  any  difference,  then? — I  did  not  notice  any. 

11275.  It  would  make  a  difference  as  regards  the  sale  of  liquor  ? — Not  much  I  think. 

11276.  Would  any  amendments  to  this  Act  be  better? — No,  I  would  abolish  it. 

11277.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  enforce  it? — No,  I  think  public  opinion  in  Fred- 
ericton is  not  in  favour  of  its  enforcement. 

11278.  You  think  the  more  thorough  enforcement  of  it  is  not  carried  out  because 
of  public  sentiment  ? — Yes. 
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11279.  It  is  spasmodic? — Yes.  There  is  a  rush  once  in  a  while,  and  some  gentle- 
man  is  asked  to  contribute  $50  to  the  city  treasury. 

11280.  They  pay  a  high  license  then? — Yes. 

11281.  Would  it  be  better  to  give  them  licenses? — My  opinion  is  that  a  high 
license  would  be  better.  If  licenses  were  granted  to  only  a  few  who  were  compelled  to 
act  within  the  law  and  to  keep  good  respectable  places,  it  would  be  better  for  the 
city. 

11282.  Do  you  think  if  a  number  of  licenses  were  issued,  the  license  holders  would 
aid  the  authorities  in  ferreting  out  the  unlicensed  places  ? — I  think  it  would  be  to  their 
interest  to  do  so.     The  great  trouble  is  the  low  groggeries. 

11283.  Are  there  many  of  those  places  here? — It  is  reported  so;  I  am  not  aware 
myself. 

11284.  There  are  other  places  than  those  where  liquor  is  sold  ? — Yes. 

11285.  There  must  be  quite  a  number  of  places  in  the  city  where  liquor  is  sold?— 
Yes. 

11286.  How  many  do  you  think? — I  could  not  say. 

1 1 287.  Half  a  dozen  ? — I  should  say  more  than  half  a  dozen. 

1 1 288.  Would  the  appointment  of  officers  by  the  Dominion  Grovernment  be  an  im- 
provement ? — I  presume  it  would  have  a  beneficial  effect  upon  the  working  of  the  law. 

11289.  Do  you  think  they  could  enforce  it  better  than  it  is  being  enforced  nowl— 
I  think  so. 

11290.  You  would  not  favour  any  amendment  to  the  law,  taking  away  the  fine  as 
the  penalty  for  the  first  offence  ? — I  do  not  know  what  effect  that  would  hava 

11291.  Is  there  much  drunkenness  in  Fredericton  ? — I  do  not  think  there  is  much 
drunkenness  here.  You  see  occasionally  a  drunken  man.  One  thing  which  I  think  the 
Act  has  a  tendency  to  do,  is  to  induce  flask  drinking.  I  often  go  out  in  the  country  at 
night  and  meet  young  men  carrying  flasks. 

11292.  Did  that  exist  under  the  license  law? — I  do  not  think  to  such  an  extent, 
because  there  was  not  such  a  necessity  for  it  then. 

11293.  You  think  it  would  be  better  to  license  a  certain  number  of  places?— That 
is  my  opinion.  A  great  many  people  think  differently,  and  every  one  has  a  right  to  his 
own  opinion. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

11294.  The  Scott  Act  does  not  interfere  with  the  importation  of  liquors  at  allt— 
It  is  not  intended  to  do  so. 

11295.  So  the  fact  that  there  have  been  importations  does  not  show  any  viola- 
tions ? — Not  at  all. 

11296.  You  said  the  Scott  Act  was  not  enforced.  Will  you  explain  what  you 
mean  by  that  ?  — I  think  you  can  go  into  nearly  any  place  and  get  a  drink,  if  you  want  it 

11297.  Do  you  mean  that  the  sale  of  liquor  is  not  absolutely  prevented,  or  is  not 
prevented  at  all  ? — No  doubt,  it  is  prevented  to  some  degree. 

11298.  You  think  the  law  is  enforced  to  some  degree? — I  do. 

1 1 299.  Have  there  been  times  when  it  has  been  generally  enforced  in  the  city  t— 
I  think  there  have  been  times  when  it  has  been  pretty  hard  to  get  a  drink. 

11300.  There  are  other  times  when  it  is  not  so  difficult? — Exactly. 

11301.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  enforcement  at 
times? — I  do. 

1 1 302.  What  are  they  ? — Legal  objections  and  the  want  of  any  assistance  in  enforc- 
ing the  Act. 

1 1 303.  Would  any  strength  of  public  sentiment  have  affected  the  legal  obstacles  t 
— No,  I  do  not  see  how  it  could.     Public  sentiment  could  not  affect  that. 

1 1 304.  If  for  two  or  three  years  there  were  obstructions  growing  out  of  appealing 
cases,  the  non-enforcement  would  be  chargeable  to  legal  difficulties  rather  than  to  lack 
of  public  sentiment  ? — I  think  partly  to  both. 

11305.  In  what  do  you  think  a  license  law  would  be  preferable  to  the  present  lav  1 
— I  think  it  would  be  preferable  because  if  a  few  licenses  were  issued  and  were  in  the 
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hands  of  respectable  people,  they  would  be  acting  under  the  law 
respectable  places ;  low  groggeries  would  be  shut  up,  and  they  woi 
out  these  low  places,  because  it  would  be  to  their  interest  to  do  so. 

11306.  Do  you  remember  whether  there  was  any  illicit  sale  a 
the  license  law  l—l  do  not  know,  of  my  own  knowledge. 

1 1 307.  You  do  not  know  whether  there  were  any  of  those 
think  there  ware ;   the  license  was  not  high  enough. 

1 1 308.  Do  you  think  if  the  license  fee  was  high  enough,  the  lie 
keep  down  these  illicit  sellers  ? — I  think  so. 

1 1 309.  Do  you  think  they  might  supply  them  ? — I  never  th 
mean  a  sort  of  branch  store  ?     Perhaps  they  might. 

11310.  Do  you  think  that  the  people  who  now  violate  the  law 
license,  refrain  from  violating  any  provisions  of  that  license,  and  if  i 
you  for  thinking  so  1 — I  did  not  say  I  did. 

11311.  Men  violate  the  law  now  ? — Yes. 

1 1312.  I  suppose  those  same  men  have  licences,  and  there  are 
the  sale  at  certain  houis  and  on  the  Sabbath  day.  Is  there  any 
those  who  violate  the  present  law  would  not  violate  that  law  ? — N< 

1 1313.  So  there  would  be  violations  1 — There  will  be  always  s< 
tion  is  whether  such  would  be  preferable  or  not. 

11314.  Do  you  think  if  public  sentiment  were  up  to  the  point 
but  enforcing  a  general  prohibitory  law,  such  a  prohibitory  law  wc 
would  not  like  to  say  it  would  not  be,  if  public  sentiment  was  so  : 
and  it  could  be  enforced,  because  we  all  know  intemperance  is  a  | 
in  favour  of  a  prohibitory  law  all  the  same. 

1 1315.  Do  you  believe  a  prohibitory  law,  that  is  a  law  prohibii 
and  importation  as  well  as  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,  if  thoroi 
be  beneficial  ? — I  suppose  it  would,  to  a  certain  extent.  Still  I  am 
You  will  say  I  am  not  in  favour  of  something  which  would  do  goo( 

11316.  But  if  public  sentiment  enacted  it  and  was  sufficiently 
enforce  it,  do  you  think  it  would  do  good  ? — I  do. 

By  Mr,  Clarke: 

11317.  Have  you  any  recollection  of  the  prohibitory  law  of  18i 
only  a  boy  then ;   I  remember  it,  but  I  could  not  give  any  informa 

11318.  What  was  the  effect  on  the  temperance  community  \ 
know,  but  I  heard  it  said  it  put  prohibition  back  ten  years. 

11319.  What  is  the  effect  on  the  community  of  having  a  law  w 
— Very  bad  in  every  way,  and  it  ^uses  a  good  deal  of  underhand  ^ 

-By  Mr.  Gigault : 

11320.  Under  a  general  prohibitory  law,  do  you  think  it 
prevent  the  smuggling  of  liquors  ? — There  would  be  a  good  deal  of 
think  liquor  could  be  prevented  from  being  brought  in. 

11321.  Have  you  been  in  any  foreign  country  where  there  is 
law  ? — I  have  been  ia  Maine. 

11 322.  How  does  the  prohibitory  law  work  in  the  State  of  Mai 
well  with  me ;  if  I  wanted  anything,  I  could  get  it. 

11323.  So  liquors  were  sold  in  the  State  of  Maine? — I  have  se 
with  as  fine  a  bar  room  as  you  could  want  to  see,  right  in  the  ho1 
four  years  ago. 

11324.  Seeing  that,  hav^  you  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a 
not  prohibit  1 — I  do  not  think  it  was  enforced  that  year  I  was  in  I 

Bi/  Mr»  Clarke  : 

1 1 325.  Have  the  legal  difficulties  generally  been  disposed  of  ?- 
been  raised  have  been  disposed  of. 
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JAMES  W.  McCREADY,  of  Fredericton,  barrister,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed 
as  follows : — 

By  Jiidge  McDonald  : 

11348.  How  long  have  you  resided  at  Fredericton? — I  came  Here  in  1877  as  a 
student  at  the  University,  and  I  have  been  here,  more  or  less,  ever  since  ;  for  the  last 
ten  years  permanently. 

1 1349.  Have  you  practised  here  for  teit  years  1 — No. 

11350.  How  long  have  you  practised  1 — Since  1883  or  1884. 

11351.  Have  you  held  any  official  position  as  a  councillor  or  alderman  ? — I  was  two 
years  on  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

11352.  Are  you  there  now  ? — No. 

11353.  Have  you  been  brought  in  contact  with  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act? 
—Yes. 

11354.  In  what  way  ? — I  think  since  the  latter  part  of  1889,  I  have  prosecuted  a 
good  many  cases  against  offenders. 

1 1 355.  Are  you  the  official  prosecutor  appointed  by  the  Government  ? — No. 

11356.  Or  by  the  City  CouncU  ?— No. 

1 1 357.  But  you  are  employed  by  persons  anxious  to  see  the  Act  enforced  ? — Yes. 

11358.  And  we  understand  you  have  been  so  employed  since  1889  ? — Yes,  since  the 
faUof  1889. 

1 1 359.  How  are  you  employed  now  ? — When  there  is  a  case  to  be  prosecuted,  I 
am  called  in. 

1 1360.  Could  you  suggest  any  improvement  in  the  present  Act  that  would  make  it 
more  workable  and  efficient  ? — I  think  the  enforcement  of  the  Act  should  be  placed  in 
the  hands  either  of  Provincial  or  Dominion  Prohibition  Commissioners. 

1 1361.  How  many  would  you  have  appointed  ?  One  or  more  officers  ? — That  would 
depend  upon  the  extent  of  the  district. 

1 1362.  Take  a  city  like  this,  for  example,  would  you  have  one  or  more  here  1 — Yes, 
and  their  duty  would  be  to  enforce  the  Act. 

11363.  Would  you  arrange  so  that  they  could  command  the  assistance  of  the  local 
officers  ? — Yes. 

11364.  Would  you  ha\e  their  appointment  removed  entirely  from  municipal  in- 
fluences ? — I  think  so. 

1 1 365.  Are  there  any  other  suggestions  you  can  offer  ? — I  do  not  know  of  any.  I 
do  not  think  it  would  be  wise  to  tamper  much  with  the  Act,  for  it  is  pretty  well  set- 
tled now. 

11366.  You  have  had  many  cases  before  the  courts,  I  believe  ? — Yes. 

11367.  And  the  points  are  pretty  well  settled? — The  points  that  have  been  up  are 
getting  settled. 

11368.  Are  there  many  new  questions  arising? — I  cannot  tell;  there  never  is  a 
case  but  there  is  something  new. 

11369.  You  think  it  is  better  not  to  tamper  with  the  Act  for  difficulties  might  be 
caused  from  new  points  being  raised  for  litigation  ? — Yes,  I  think  so. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

1 1 370.  Will  you  state  generally  what  have  been  the  difficulties  and  what  are  the  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  the  better  enforcement  of  the  Act  ? — Your  question  is  too  broad, 

11371.  Can  you  say  whether  in  any  year  since  the  Act  came  into  operation  there 
has  been  such  a  condition  of  things  by  reason  of  appeals  taken  that  it  was  next  to  im- 
possible to  enforce  the  Act  ? — The  effect  of  hanging  up  convictions  on  appeal  has  l>een, 
as  regards  enforcing  the  Act,  to  discourage  the  officers,  in  fact  to  paralyze  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  Act,  ^cause  the  officers  are  discharging  a  difficult  duty.  That  is  how  that 
works.  Of  course  they  can  go  on  making  convictions,  but  the  same  objections  are  liable 
to  be  raised  and  the  end  is  no  nearer.     That  is  the  view  the  police  officers  take. 

11372.  The  statement  has  been  made  that  a  good  many  first  offences  are  charged 
even  now,  and  the  question  has  been  asked,  why  old  offenders  are  not  charged  with  third 
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or  fourth  offenbes.  Can  you  say  why  in  many  cases  it  is  impossible,  if  impossible  it  is, 
to  lay  offences  for  subsequent  cases,  say  for  third  or  fourth  offences  1 — In  regard  to  sub- 
sequent offences  it  is  very  much  more  difficult  to  establish  proof  before  a  court  than  it 
is  for  the  first  offence.  That  is  the  firet  objection.  It  is  a  very  material  objection  when 
you  come  to  work  it  out. 

Bi/  Jtidge  McDonald : 

11373.  How? — It  is  very  difficult  to  get  the  evidence.  Many  of  the  witnesses 
endeavour  to  evade  the  subpoenas  (that  is  my  experience),  and  sometimes  the  prosecution 
is  delayed  for  two  or  three  we.  ks  and  by  the  time  we  get  the  witnesses  on  the  stand 
there  is  a  new  turn  in  the  state  of  affairs,  and  the  memories  of  the  witnesses  become  bad 
or  something  else  happens.  But  to  establish  a  first  offence,  I  never  met  with  any  diffi 
culty  like  that.  There  appears  to  be  a  difference  when  a  man  is  called  on  to  plead  to  an 
indictment  when  he  knows  that  the  punishment  is  imprisonment.  The  purchasers  of 
liquor  naturally  do  not  want  to  give  evidence  against  those  from  whom  they  buy.  That 
is  natural,  and  that  sentiment  goes  into  the  witness-box. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

11374.  Can  you  suggest  any  amendment  or  alteration  in  prosecutions  for  second 
offence  ? — No. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod: 

11375.  What  other  difficulties  hive  you  met  with  in  regard  to  securing  evidence? 
Why  are  first  offences  charged  in  certain  cases  now,  when  subsequent  offences  might  be 
charged? — -There  are  three  cases  in  appeal  to  the  Privy  Council  in  Ebigland,  direct  from 
our  Supreme  Court,  and  they  are  for  a  third  and  subsequent  offences.  Any  future  cases 
for  third  and  subsequent  offences  now  brought  before  our  Police  Court  will  be  subject  to 
a  like  fate  with  those  cases.  Of  course  there  is  no  objection  to  bringing  such  cases,  but 
I  would  not  advise  cases  for  third  and  subsequent  offences  to  be  brought  until  those 
cases  are  decided,  because  the  same  objection  will  be  raised  and  the  cases  will  be  hungup. 

11376.  How  long  is  it  since  those  cases  were  commenced  and  convictions  obtained! 
— I  think  in  the  winter  of  1890.  Two  cases  were  decided  in  March,  1890 ;  they  were 
tried  at  the  Police  Court  and  were  taken  on  appeal  to  the  Easter  term  of  the  Supreme 
Court.     The  decision  was  given  by  the  Court  in  April  or  June,  I  forget  the  date. 

11377.  Of  this  year? — I  forget  which  term,  February  or  April,  of  this  year. 

11378.  The  cases  went  before  the  Police  Court  in  March,  1890,  and  judgment  was 
given  early  in  this  year  ? — Yes,  on  the  motion  for  the  nile. 

1 1379.  Then  the  case  has  gone  direct  from  the  Supreme  Court  to  the  Privy  Council! 
—Yes. 

1 1 380.  Questions  have  been  asked  about  public  sentiment.  Can  you  explain  why, 
if  public  sentiment  in  Fredericton  is  in  favour  of  the  Scott  Act  and  in  favour  of  its  en- 
forcement, it  is  difficult  sometimes  to  have  a  City  Council  elected  expressing  and  repre- 
senting that  sentiment  ? — A  great  many  local  issues  enter  into  the  elections.  The  ques- 
tion of  the  appointment  of  an  Inspector  has  never  been  made  an  issue  at  the  polls,  to  my 
knowledge.  I  think  the  principal  objection  the  city  has  to  appointing  an  Inspector  under 
our  local  Act  is  the  responsibility  the  corporation  would  assume  in  appointing  such  an 
officer. 

11381.  Financial  reaponsibility  you  mean?^ — Yes;  I  think  under  the  Act  the  ap- 
pointment is  permanent,  unless  the  officer  sees  fit  to  resign. 

1 1 382.  I  think  you  said  the  appointment  of  an  Inspector  was  never  made  an  issue 
at  the  elections ;  was  it  ever  a  question  before  the  Council  ? — I  do  not  remember  the 
direct  question  coming  up,  that  is,  the  appointment  of  an  Inspector. 

1 1 383.  Do  you  know  whether  the  people  who  are  in  favour  of  the  law  are  at  one  in 
their  desire  for  the  appointment  of  an  Inspector,  or  is  thefre  any  difference  of  opinion  !— 
I  think  there  is  difference  of  opinion  respecting  the  appointment  of  an  Inspector. 

11384.  The  question  has  never  come  to  an  issue  ?— I  know  when  I  was  an  alderman 
I  looked  at  the  law,  and  I  was  in  doubt  about  the  advisability  of  appointing  an  Inspec- 
tor under  the  Act. 

James  W.  McCready. 
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11385.  You  have  been  an  aldemu^n  and  a  resident  in  the  city  for  a  dozen  years. 
Have  you  been  able  to  observe  whether  there  has  been  an  increase  or  decrease  in  drunk- 
enness and  in  the  drinking  habits  of  the  people? — That  is  a  pretty  difficult  question  to 
answer.  I  have  never  seen  very  much  drunkenness  in  Fredericton  since  I  have  been  here. 
It  has  been  the  same  since  I  came  to  the  city  under  this  law.  ^ 

11386.  Speaking  in  a  general  way,  has  the  law  done  good  or  harm? — I  should  say 
it  has  largely  done  good.  1  know  that  the  number  of  places  where  liquor  can  be  obtained 
has  been  largely  reduced  and  a  great  many  dealers  have  been  driven  out  of  the  traffic 
and  have  stopped  selling.     I  do  not  think  very  many  new  ones  have  taken  it  up. 

11387.  Ha\e  you  given  some  thought  to  the  subject  of  a  general  prohibitory  law, 
a  law  prohibiting  manufacture,  importation  and  sale  of  liquor  ?  If  you  have,  may  I  ask 
you  whether  there  are  advantages  in  such  a  law  which  the  Scott  Act  doe.s  not  possess  ? 
— It  has  occurred  to  me  something  like  this  :  Liquor  may  be  brought  in  here,  and  then 
you  have  to  find  out  the  man  who  buys  it  in  order  to  punish  the  man  who  sells  it.  It 
would  be  much  easier  to  stop  it  coming  in  than  to  be  compelled  to  go  to  this  trouble,  it 
would  take  away  that  much  machinery  at  all  events. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

11388.  Preventing  the  manufacture  would  make  it  much  more  difficult  to  procure 
liquor,  the  liquor  would  have  to  be  imported  ? — Yes. 

11389.  W.ould  you  repeal  that  provision  of  the  Act  which  permits  Ihe  purchase  of 
liquors  for  family  and  private  use  and  as  medicines  ? — I  think  so. 

11390.  What  majority  had  the  Scott  Act  in  this  city  when  the  vote  was  last 
taken  ? — About  68  votes. 

11391.  Did  you  hear  the  evidence  to  the  effect  that  people  vote  for  the  Act  who  do 
not  observe  its  provisions  ? — I  did  hear  it. 

11392.  What  do  you  think  of  it  ?  — That  may  be  true. 

11393.  Do  you  think  people  should  vote  to  prevent  people  obtaining  liquor  and 
then  disregard  the  provisions  of  the  Act  themselves? — t  think  if  they  do  one  thing  they 
should  do  the  other. 

11394.  So  you  think  t\\dX  an  Act  that  would  absolutely  prohibit  the  procuring  of 
liquor  would  be  supported  by  the  people  here  ? — They  would  look  at  the  matter  in  this 
way  :  that  it  would  be  such  a  good  thing  to  vote  for  the  Act,  they  would  run  the  chance 
of  getting  a  drink  if  they  wished  it. 

11395.  Do  they  run  much  chance  now  ? — It  depends  on  who  you  are. 

11396.  They  seem  to  think  it  is  a  good  thing  to  stop  some  one  else  getting  liquor 
and  to  vote  for  the  Scott  Act,  but  not  to  prevent  themselves  getting  any,  if  they  are  on 
the  right  side  ?  Do  you  think  the  appointment  of  Dominion  officials  would  be  an  im- 
provement on  the  present  method  ? — Yes. 

11397.  Would  the  legal  obstacles  now  raised  disappear  if  the  enforcement  of  the 
law  were  handed  over  to  Dominion  officials  ? — No,  that  would  not  be  effected. 

11398.  The  people  would  have  to  contend  with  the  same  legal  obstacles ? — Yes;  a 
license  law  has  to  go  through  its  course. 

11399.  This  law  is  going  through  its  ^course,  I  suppose  ?^ — Yes.  ^ 

1 1400.  Are  the  difficulties  of  enforcement  as  great  as  when  they  started  three  years 
ago  to  prosecute  ? — There  have  been  a  number  of  points  and  cases  decided  since  that 
time.  In  all  the  cases  here  I  do  not  think  there  have  been  more  than  three  dismissed  ; 
they  have  all  been  sustained  by  the  courts,  with  two  or  three  exceptions. 

11401.  How  many  prosecutions  have  been  successful  during  the  last  three  years? — 
A  good  many  in  the  county  and  city  together. 

11402.  The  objections  have  not  been  sustained  ? — Yes ;  I  think  only  two  cases  to 
my  knowledge  were  di-missed  during  that  time. 

11403.  How  many  places  were  there  in  the  city  where  liquor  was  sold  illegally 
when  you  came  here  ?--I  could  not  tell  you. 

11404.  You  say  the  number  has  been  largely  reduced? — I  think  so. 

11405.  How  many  were  there  then? — I  could  not  tell  you. 

11406.  How  many  are  there  now  ? — I  heard  a  witness  here  say  there  are  six 
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11407.  You  do  not  know  ? — No.  I  will  assume  there  are  about  six  outside  of  the 
drug  stores,  which  have  authority  to  sell  legally. 

11408.  Are  the  violations  continuous  and  persistent  in  those  six  places? — Theyaie 
persistent. 

11409.  What  is  the  moral  effect  on  the  community  of  having  a  law  persistently, 
flagrantly  and  continuously  violated  ? — It  would  be  no  worse  than  having  a  liceDse  law 
that  was  flagrantly  violated. 

11410.  What  is  the  difference? — It  would  just  be  the  same. 

11411.  Then  would  it  not  be  better  to  permit  the  sale  of  liquor  legally?— Not  b 
my  opinion. 

11412.  You  think  it  is  better  to  leave  them  to  continue  to  violate  the  law  ?— I 
believe  it  is  a  bad  thing.     Let  them  sell  illegally  if  they  will. 

11413.  You  think  that  is  the  better  condition  of  things  ? — It  would  please  me  better. 

11414.  Has  there  been  a  steady  decrease  and  diminution  in  the  number  of  prose- 
cutions under  the  Act  ? — I  could  not  say. 

11415.  Have  you  noticed  anything  in  the  public  appearance  of  the  streets  that 
would  lead  you  to  that  belief? — The  fact  of  drunken  men  being  on  the  street  is  some- 
thing to  look  at. 

11416.  Is  it  a  revelation  ? — It  is  not  very  common.     Men  are  arrested. 

11417.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  there  is  any  degree  of  drunkenness  just 
now  in  the  city  ? — I  have  no  reason  to  believe  it.  I  assume  that  the  parties  who  are 
endeavouring  to  sell  will  continue  to  endeavour  to  sell  as  much  as  they  can  while  this 
Commission  is  here.     I  think  it  is  a  matter  of  policy  on  their  part  to  do  so. 

11418.  Are  the  authorities  taking  any  special  precautions  to  bring  these  people  up 
for  violating  the  law  ? — Not  to  my  knowleSdjue ;  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

11419.  Do  you  remember  the  hotel  proprietors  to  have  been  in  jail  ? — There  were 
six  of  them  there. 

1 1 420.  You  mu^  have  been  able  to  overcome  all  their  objections  ? — In  those  cases 
we  did. 

11421.  Was  the  condition  of  the  city  better  when  those  men  were  in  jail,  so  far  as 
the  illicit  sale  of  liquor  was  concerned  ? — I  do  not  think  I  could  tell  you  that 

11422.  You  did  not  notice  any  change? — Only  what  people  said ;  I  did  not  try  to 
get  any  liquor  while  they  were  in  jail. 

11423.  Is  the  objection  of  the  Council  to  appoint  an  Inspector  a  financial  objection  ? 
— I  think  that  would  be  the  principal  objection. 

11424.  Does  not  the  law  limit  the  salary  of  the  Inspector  to  $500  a  year?— It  is 
not  the  salary  I  refer  to,  but  to  the  responsibility  the  city  would  take  in  assuming  his 
actions. 

1 1 425.  Who  now  takes  the  responsibility  of  conducting  prosecutions  ? — The  city 
does ;  but  it  would  be  different. 

11426.  What  would  be  the  difference  ? — There  would  be  a  different  prosecutor.  I 
do  not  think  I  could  explain,  but  there  would  be  a  difference  in  the  responsibility  now 
and  that  under  an  Inspector. 

11427.  The  responsibility  of  the  city,  you  think,  would  be  greater  than  at  present? 
— It  might  be ;  it  would  depend  on  the  Inspector's  actions. 

11428.  If  his  authority  were  limited  the  city  might  run  no  risk? — It  might  be 
greater,  it  would  depend  on  circumstances. 

11429.  Evidence  has  been  given  by  the  Mayor  and  some  witnesses  that  the  police 
are  instructed  to  prosecute  offenders.  Does  the  city  run  any  risk  owing  to  those  in- 
structions having  been  issued  to  the  police  officers?— No.  The  responsibility  would 
come  in  where  attempts  were  made  to  put  certain  clauses  of  the  Act  into  force  by  the 
Inspector,  I  think  ;  that  is  taking  the  responsibility  for  his  actions  in  any  suits  brought 
against  him  for  seizing  liquor. 

11430.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  better  not  to  appoint  an  Inspector? — I  would  not 
prefer  an  Inspector  under  the  local  Act ;  I  prefer  one  largely  of  another  kind. 

11431.  Then  you  would  take  the  chance  of  the  city  being  mulcted  in  damages?— I 
prefer  one  appointed  by  the  Government. 

James  W.  McCready. 
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By  Judge  McDonald: 

11432.  Supposing  that  you  could  not  get  an  Inspector  appointed  by  the  Govern- 
ment, would  you  prefer  that  the  city  should  appoint  one  ? — I  do  not  know  about  tha^, 
I  could  not  express  an  opinion. 

11433.  Acting  as  prosecutor,  as  you  have  stated  you  have  acted,  have  you  secured 
convictions  in  the  county  ? — Yes. 

11434.  Have  there  been  many  or  few  suits? — I  have  never  had  very  many  cases. 
I  think  probably  the  eflFect  of  the  Act  in  the  county  is  more  beneficial  than  in  the  city. 

11435.  Do  you  think  there  are  people  in  the  county  who  visit  the  city  and  procure 
liquor  and  take  it  to  their  homes  ? — There  may  be  some,  but  throughout  the  county  there 
are  very  few  people  in  whose  homes  you  will  find  liquor,  and  very  few  places  where 
liquor  is  for  sale,  that  is  through  the  river  counties. 

1 1 436.  Are  you  a  temperance  man  on  principle  ? — Yes. 

1 1 437.  Do  you  look  upon  the  license  law  as  an  evil  ? — I  could  not  prefer  a  license 
law. 

11438.  If  the  Scott  Act  was  not  in  force,  would  you  go  for  the  next  best  thing,  a 
license  law  ?  We  are  told  that  in  parts  of  Prince  Edward  Island  there  is  neither  Scott 
Act  nor  license  law  ? — Quite  so. 

11439.  As  a  prosecuting  officer,  can  you  tell  the  Commission  how  many  convictions 
you  secured  last  year  ? — No,  I  forget. 

11440.  Did  you  secure  20? — There  must  have  been  more  than  that  number. 

11441.  Do  you  think  there  were  20  cases  in  which  fines  were  paid? — All  were  paid, 
unless  the  parties  were  allowed  to  go  outside  the  province. 

11442.  Have  there  been  30  cases  ? — TJbere  have  been  a  great  many  cases.  I  think 
the  fines  last  year  in  the  city  amounted  about  to  $700  or  $800.  There  were  also  a 
number  of  subsequent  offences. 

11443.  The  Dominion  Government,  by  Order  in  Council,  decided  to  place  the  Scott 
Act  fines  at  the  disposal  of  the  municipality  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  Act,  not 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  municipality  to  run  its  ordinary  machinery.  Has  the 
Council  devoted  the  fines  to  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  Act  ?  When  the  sum  has  been 
set  aside  by  Order  in  Council  for  a  special  service,  should  it  not  be  devoted  to  paying 
the  expenses  and  salary  of  an  Inspector ? — The  amount  might  go  towards  the  salary; 
but  under  a  rigid  enforcement  these  fines  ought  to  be  decreased. 

11444.  Otherwise  the  purpose  of  the  law  is  not  carried  out? — Yes. 

11445.  You  mean  to  say  that  the  Inspector  would  so  completely  stamp  out  selling 
that  he  would  not  get  any  fines  and  have  no  prosecutions  ? — That  might  occur. 

11446.  Would  that  not  bring  about  the  result  intended  by  the  Act? — Yes. 

1 1 447.  And  the  result  that  the  people  of  Fredericton  intended  to  secure  when  they 
adopted  the  Act  ? — Yes. 

1 1 448.  So  the  thing  moves  in  a  circle  ? — Yes. 

11449.  When  there  are  plenty  of  tines  secured  by  enforcing  the  Act,  it  is  not  b^ing 
a  success  in  the  sense  of  actually  supressing  liquorselling.  If  it  did  actually  suppress  it, 
there  would  be  no  income  of  course  from  the  fines  for  liquor  selling,  and  then  a  tax 
would  be  necessary  on  the  ratepayers  ? — Yes.  As  it  is  now,  the  fines  are  paid  into  the 
contingent  fund  of  the  city  and  are  used  for  that  purpose. 
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GEORGE  F.  GREGORY,  of  Fredericton,  barrister,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald ; 

11450.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Fredericton? — I  was  bom  here  and  have  lived 
here  all  my  life,  with  the  exception  of  two  years  I  was  absent  when  a  lad. 

11451.  How  long  have  you  practised  your  profession  here? — Since  1863. 

1 1452.  Have  you  held  office  in  the  municipality  in  any  form  ? — I  have  been  Mayor  of 
the  City  for  eight  years ;  I  think,  five  years  at  one  time  and  three  years  at  another  tiice. 

11453.  How  long  ago? — At  first  in  1869  and  five  years  forward,  and  next  in  1878 
and  three  years  forward. 

11454.  You  were  Mayor  at  one  time  when  the  Scott  Act  was  in  operation? — Both 
when  it  was  and  when  it  was  not,  I  think. 

11455.  Had  you  any  opportunity  of  forming  a  judgment  as  to  how  the  Act 
was  carried  out  while  you  were  Mayor  ? — No,  I  do  not  remember  what  impression  was 
made  on  my  mind.  I  think  1880  was  my  last  year  of  being  Mayor,  and  I  do  not 
remember  the  working  of  the  Act* 

1 1 456.  Are  you  able  to  form  an  opinion  now  of  the  way  in  which  it  is  observed  in 
the  county,  whether  it  is  efiectually  enforced  ? — I  do  not  think  it  is  effectually  enforced. 

11457.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  as  to  what  the  reasons  may  be  or  what  diffi- 
culties may  be  in  the  way  ? — There  are  a  great  many  reasons,  I  think.  In  the  higher 
sense,  there  is  the  severity  of  the  Act,  the  imprisonment  for  the  third  offence,  and  the 
large  fine  for  the  second  offence — all  these  create  some  little  sympathy  and  feeling  for 
the  accused ;  and  then  there  is  the  disinclination  on  the  part  of  officers  for  that  active 

,  discharge  of  duty  which  one  would  expect  fi'om  them. 

11458.  We  can  understand  the  officers  being  disinclined  to  do  their  duty ;  lut  how 
can  it  alter  the  fact  of  witnesses  being  called  and  required  to  give  evidence  ?— I  heard 
one  of  the  witnesses  say  that  their  memories  failed  them  or  appeared  to  fail  them.  I  am 
a  little  afraid  there  is  some  little  prevarication  on  the  part  of  witnesses  in  these  cases. 

11459.  In  examining  a  Judge  of  the  State  of  Maine,  who  appeared  before  the 
Commission,  I  asked  him  whether  he  thought  it  was  well  that  imprisonment  should  be 
attached  to  the  first  offence  here,  as  on  the  other  side  of  the  Hne,  and  he  said  that  diffi- 
culty had  occurred  in  consequence  of  sympathy  being  aroused  for  the  accused.  Do  you 
think  some  feeling  of  that  kind  ipfluences  witnesses  here  ? — I  think  so.  I  concur  in 
what  that  Judge  said. 

11460.  So  you  are  not  in  favour  pf  making  imprisonment  the  penalty  of  a  first 
offence  under  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  think  it  might  be  left  optional  with  the  court,  but  that 
is  as  far  as  I  would  go.  There  are  cases,  I  can  readily  understand,  in  which  nothing 
but  imprisonment  would  be  effectual,  but  those  people  are,  generally  speaking,  pretty 
well  known  to  the  police  in  any  community. 

11461.  Judging  from  your  observation,  both  as  a  citizen  and  as  an  office-holder,  do 
you  think  there  has  been  any  increase  or  decrease  of  drunkenness  in  the  city  witiiin 
the  last  fifteen  yeai*s  ? — My  impression  is  that  there  has  been  rather  a  decrease,  but  still 
I  do  not  think  it  is  so  very  marked  that  we  should  call  the  former  condition  a  drunken 
condition  and  the  present  condition  a  sober  condition. 

11462.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  decrease  as  far  as  it  exists? — I  think,  prin- 
cipally to  the  fact  that  the  trade  has  had  to  hide  its  head,  has  had  to  get  out  of  sight  a 
little.  That  is  the  chief  reason  to  which  I  would  attribute  it.  People  will  not  go  so 
boldly  in  for  liquor,  nor  do  I  think  the  places  at  which  they  can  get  it  are  anything  like 
so  numerous. 

11463.  Then  to  that  extent  you  think  the  Act  has  been  beneficial  to  the  commu- 
nity ? — To  that  extent  I  think  the  Act  has  been  a  benefit. 

1 1 464.  Do  you  think  an  Act  which  would  prohibit  persons  from  bringing  in,  as 
they  are  able  to  do  under  the  Scott  Act,  liquors  for  private  consumption  from  other 
countries,  would  be  carried  by  the  community,  and  could  be  enforced  ? — I  doubt  whether 
it  would.     I  think  the  community  would  be  likely  to  be  evenly  divided.    I  do  not  think 

George  F.  Gregory. 
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it  would  be  overwhelmingly  defeated,  nor  would  it  be  carried  by  a  large  majority.  The 
community  would  be  pretty  much  divided,  as  I  have  said.  There  is  one  statement  I 
should  like  to  make,  because  I  have  heard  a  good  many  questions  about  it.  I  would 
venture  this  remark  about  the  present  Act  and  the  delays  that  have  taken  place  in  en- 
forcing convictions.  I  have  had  a  good  deal  to  do  as  counsel  in  upholding  convictions, 
and  I  have  also  had  something  to  do  in  defeating  convictions  before  the  courts.  The 
Act  is  somewhnt  obscure,  and  it  is  difficult  for  uneducated  men,  such  as  our  Magistrates 
in  the  country  generally  are,  to  understand  the  forms,  and  this  gives  rise  to  questions 
.which,  I  think,  sometimes  are  pretty  technically  viewed  by  the  courts.  I  do  not  think 
I  have  ever  detected  any  inclination  on  the  part  of  the  Judges  to  destroy  a  conviction, 
but  I  have  sometimes  thought  they  were  not  liberal  in  their  interpretation  of  the  Act 
so  as  to  uphold  the  conviction — in  other  words,  they  are  pretty  strict.  The  delay  that 
occurs  in  giving  judgments  is  common  to  all  cases  and  all  matters  of  litigation.  I  can- 
not say  I  have  seen  any  more  delay  in  delivering  judgment  in  these  matters  than  in 
others,  although  in  some  cases  the  delay  appears  to  have  been  unnecessary,  but  it  appears 
alsoj  to  have  been  unnecessary  in  common  cases  between  parties.  I  think  the  Act 
would  be  more  effective  if  the  provision  for  reviewing  Magistrates'  decisions  was  entirely 
changed,  and  instead  of  forcing  people  to  go  by  writ  of  certioraH  to  the  courts,  there 
should  be  an  ordinary  appeal  to  the  Judge  of  the  County  Court  or  the  Supreme  Court 
within  a  limited  number  of  days,  the  appellant  being  obliged  to  pay  in  the  amount  of 
the  fines  before  obtaining  a  summons  for  a  hearing.  A  decision  on  its  merits  would 
then  be  given  by  the  Judge,  as  he  may  do  in  such  a  case,  immediately,  and  the  cost 
attending  this  review  should  be  made  to  depend  either  upon  the  result  or  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Judge.  As  it  is  now,  if  a  party  is  convicted,  and  he  seeks  to  set  aside  the 
conviction,  he  can  do  it  without  paying  costs  to  the  other  side,  although,  of  course,  he 
has  to  pay  his  own  costs.  If  he  fails,  he  is  not  obliged  to  pay  costs  to  the  other  side — 
that  is  the  way  in  our  courts,  but  not  in  Ontario.  .  Here  there  are  no  costs  awarded  to 
the  other  side  on  certiorari  proceedings.  It  is  a  very  tedious  process.  There  is,  first, 
what  is  called  a  motion  nisi  for  a  writ  of  certiorari^  which  is  argued  and  afterwards 
made  absolute  ;  and  then  there  is  a  rule  nisi  upon  the  motion  to  quash,  which  is  open 
to  a  second  argument.  If  these  proceedings  are  terminated  within  nine  months  the 
parties  are  doing  pretty  well.  I  think,  therefore,  that  it  would  be  well  to  have  the 
present  proceedings  in  regard  to  certiorari  abolished,  and  provision  made  for  a  speedy 
review  before  a  single  Judge,  the  costs  to  be  awarded  against  the  losing  party. 

11465.  So  that  when  an  appeal  is  made  to  the  Judge  of  the  County  Court  or  to  the 
Supreme  Court,  the  decision  wUl  be  final  ? — -Yes. 

11466.  With  power  given  to  him  to  amend  errors  in  matters  of  form  and  make  the 
case  complete  ? — Decidedly  so.  We  have  such  a  provision  in  regard  to  civil  matters, 
and  it  is  found  to  work  very  well. 

11467.  Do  your  courts  on  certiorari  review  the  testimony  ?— No  ;  they  have  lately 
concluded  that  they  will  not  review  the  testimony. 

11468.  Merely  points  of  law  ?— Yes. 

11469.  A  legal  gentleman  in  St.  John  told  the  Commission  that  the  ordinary 
business  of  the  Supreme  Court  was  blocked  for  one  term  under  the  Scott  Act  ? — It 
would  not  be  correct  to  say  so  at  the  present  time,  but  it  was  so  three  years  ago. 
During  the  last  two  or  three  terms  the  court  finished  its  whole  business  before  the 
statutory  time  expired. 

11470.  In  regard  to  the  order  in  which  these  cases  are  taken  up  in  the  Supreme 
Court :  are  they  taken  up  in  their  order  with  the  other  cases  1 — The  court  business  is 
divided  into  classes.  There  is  a  paper  called  the  Crown  paper,  another  paper  called 
the  special  paper,  and  then  there  is  the  motion  paper.  These  cases  go  on  what  is  called 
the  Crown  paper.  The  Crown  paper  is  disposed  of  first,  the  special  paper  next,  and 
afterwards  motions.  So  in  one  sense  it  is  true  that  they  take  their  place  with  other 
cases,  but  they  are  called  with  the  Crown  cases  and  t  hey  have  preference. 

11471.  So  they  are  in  a  better  position  than  the  other  cases ;  they  are  called  first? 
— ^Yes.  If  there  is  any  business  left  over  from  the  previous  term,  the  court  goes 
through  the  different  remanent  papers  and  disposes  of  them.  So  you  can  scarcely  say 
there  is  any  advantage  in  that  respect.     The  Scott  Act  cases  are  usually  called  first. 
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By  Mr,  Clarke : 

11472.  Are  there  any  other  changes  which  you  would  suggest?  Some  witnesses 
have  spoken  of  the  advisability  of  officers  being  appointed  by  the  Dominion  authorities, 
or  by  the  Provincial  authorities.  Do  you  think  the  appointment  of  Dominion  officials 
would  be  a  move  in  the  right  direction  ? — I  have  not  thought  of  it,  and  I  would  not 
like  to  express  an  opinion  on  that  subject. 

11473.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  the  police  officers  here  are  neglectful 
as  regards  the  discharge  of  their  duty  ? — No,  I  have  no  reason' to  believe  it  further  than 
the  conclusion  one  must  draw  from  the  fact  that  it  seems  to  be  understood  that  Hquor' 
is  to  be  sold,  and  we  do  not  hear  of  fines  being  imposed  every  day. 

11474.  There  is  a  tacit  understanding  that  people  shall  be  fined  occasionally,  bat 
continue  to  sell  all  the  time  ? — I  have  no  knowledge,  information  or  beHef  on  such 
subject. 

11475.  Do  you  think  public  opinion  in  the  city  backs  up  the  officers,  and  approves 
of  the  present  method  ? — I  do  not  think  there  is  any  disapproval  when  the  officers  do 
their  duty.  I  do  not  think  there  is  a  very  great  amount  of  heartiness  in  urging  and 
supporting  the  Act.  I  think  that,  setting  aside  the  really  honest  and  true  temperance 
people,  of  whom  we  have  a  good  number  in  tlie  town,  there  is  another  stratum  of  sup- 
posed temperance  people  who  are  not  very  sincere,  and  whose  temperance  is  largely  a 
profession.  But  we  have  a  large  number  of  very  excellent  and  sincere  temperance 
people,  who  heartily  approve  and  uphold  anything  like  a  proper  discharge  of  duty  by 
the  officers. 

11476.  The  present  procedure  is  approved  of  by  the  people  generally.  What  we 
<lo  not  understand  is,  if  violations  of  the  law  are  proceeding  steadily  and  persistently, 
why  there  should  not  be  a  continuous  warfare  against  those  violations  and  why  offenders 
should  not  be  fined  every  day,  week  or  month.  Is  there  any  reason  why  the  officers 
should  not  bring  up  offenders  every  day  or  every  week  ? — I  do  not  know  any  reason. 
I  am  unable  to  give  any  information  in  regard  to  that  point.  I  do  not  know  they  are 
on  the  watch. 

11477.  In  these  trials  for  offences  against  the  Canada  Temperance  Act,  do  you 
believe  there  is  a  good  deal  of  prevarication  ? — I  think  there  is  prevarication. 

11478.,  What  a  layman  would  call  perjury? — I  know  nothing  about  the  cases 
oxcept  those  in  which  I  have  been  actually  engaged. 

11479.  More  prevarication  in  this  class  of  cases  than  in  others? — I  have  heard 
witnesses  give  evidence  in  which  it  was  pretty  hard  for  me  to  think  they  were  giving 
strictly  truthful  testimony.  Many  a  man  of  sharp  intelligence  cannot  catch  a  question, 
and  he  endeavours  to  answer  it  so  as  not  to  give  anything  away.  You  can  understand 
how  a  man  can  satisfy  his  own  mind  by  using  certain  language,  when  if  he  had  given  a 
frank  answer,  the  presentation  of  the  facts  would  have  been  very  different. 

11480.  Would  you  favour  the  passage  of  a  general  prohibitory  law,  a  law  pro- 
hibiting the  importation  as  well  as  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  liquor! — Personally,  I 
do  not  think  I  would  vote  for  it,  for  the  reason  that  I  would  naturally  vote  according 
to  my  feelings  and  my  surroundings,  and  so  far  as  myself  and  my  own  surroundings  go, 
I  have  not  come  into  contact  with  evil  influences  from  liquor.      In  judging  of  this  sort 

'  of  question,  I  take  it  to  be  a  man's  duty  to  vote  from  his  own  standpoint,  not  to  vote 
for  what  may  be  best  for  other  people.  Tliat  is  the  way  I  think  you  could  get  the 
opinion  of  the  majority :  a  man  should  vote  according  to  his  own  circumstances  and 
opinions. 

11481.  Do  you  think,  if  such  an  Act  were  law,  it  could  be  better  enforced  than 
the  Scott  Act,  with  the  present  public  sentiment  ? — It  would  be  easier  to  enforce  a 
law  for  general  prohibition,  so  that  liquor  could  not  be  brought  into  the  country. 

11482.  One  of  the  principal  difficulties  put  forward  by  advocates  of  the  Scott  Act 
is  that  liquor  is  manufactured  and  sold  within  a  few  miles  of  a  county  where  the  Scott 
Act  is  in  force  ? — Yes. 

11483.  Do  you  think  a  general  prohibitory  law,  which  would  prohibit  the  manu- 
facture, importation  and  sale,  could  be  enforced  in  Canada  ? — I  do  not  see  any  reason 
why  it  could  not. 

George  F.  Gregory. 
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11484.  Would  you  favour  the  granting  of  compensation  to  distillers  and  brewers 
in  the  event  of  the  passage  of  such  an  Act  ? — I  do  not  think  I  would.  I  think  any 
man  who  goes  into  any  kind  of  business  should  take  into  account  the  possibility  and 
probability  of  a  change  of  public*  sentiment  by  which  he  may  be  shut|  out,  and  if  he  sees 
public  sentiment  is  gradually  tending  to  shutting  him  out,  he  should  set  bis  house  in 
order  and  be  prepared  for  the  emergency-  If  he  has  made  his  money  by  this  means  of 
existence  and  the  public  conclude  to  stop  the  business,  it  is  not  a  very  great  hardship 
on  him  to  say :  you  have  made  a  hundred  thousand  dollars,  you  have  enjoyed  fifty 
thousand,  and  have  fifty  thousand  left. 

11485.  You  would  not  favour  the  compensation  of  those  manufacturers? — I  could 
not  say  that  I  would. 

By  Bev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

11486.  Do  you  think  a  prohibitory  law,  prohibiting  the  importation,  manufacture 
as  well  as  the  sale,  thoroughly  well  enforced,  would  do  good  or  harm,  taking  the  country 
at  large  1 — I  am  a  believer  \p.  the  fact  that  there  is  a  certain  amount  of  evil  in  human 
character,  and  if  it  does  not  break  out  in  one  form,  it  is  very  apt  to  break  out  in 
another.  I  cannot  help  but  think  that  suppression  of  the  use  of  liquor  would  do  to 
many  individuals  very  much  good — it  would  save  a  great  deal  of  misery,  no  doubt.  While 
the  aggregate  effect  of  it  would  be  to  promote  morality,  I  would  not  like  to  express  too 
decided  and  positive  an  opinion.  I  think  very  many  men,  if  they  could  not  get 
liquor,  would  be  benefited  ;  it  would  be  a  blessing  to  thfem  if  they  were  prevented  from 
getting  it ;  but  I  have  not  experienced  that  myself,  nor  have  my  sons  experienced  it. 
I  have  not  reached  that  point  yet  that  leads  me  to  say  that  ninety-nine  men,  if  they  are 
domg  no  harm,  should  submit  to  discipline  for  the  sake  of  the  hundredth  man. 

11467.  Do  you  think  such  a  prohibitory  law  would  injuriously  affect  the  general 
business  of  the  country,  outside  of  the  drink  traffic  ? — I  am  not  a  man  in  trade,  but  I 
cannot  see  how  it  would  injuriously  affect  it,,  because  I  do  not  think  that  any  benefit  is 
got  out  of  the  use  of  liquor,  and  it  seems  to  be  a  species  of  a  waste  of  money  to  some 
extent  It  is  one  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  It  seems  to  do  a  great  deal  of  harm  to  some 
and  no  harm  to  others ;  but  from  the  trade  point  of  view,  so  far  as  my  limited 
knowledge  goes,  I  do  not  sep  how  a  prohibitory  law  could  prejudicially  affect  the 
country.  No  doubt  the  money  now  spent  in  liquor  would  be  spent  in  some  other  form, 
either  on  necessaries  or  on  luxuries  and  enjoyment. 

By  Mr,  Clarke: 

11488.  Would  the  same  answer  apply  with  respect  to  the  question  of  tobacco? — 
I  am  about  as  strong  an  anti-tobacconist  as  an  anti-liquor  man,  and  I  am  not  a  very 
strong  man  either  way. 

11489.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  much  better  to  pass  an  Act  to  prohibit  the  im- 
portation and  use  of  tobacco  ? — It  has  not  been  one  of  the  subjects  agitated. 

11490.  What  would  be  the  result  of  the  passage  of  such  an  Act?  Would  it  be 
provocative  of  evil  ?— rNo,  I  do  not  say  that  it  would,  only  on  the  principle  that  if  the 
people's  desire-s  are  suppressed  in  that  matter,  they  will  take  up  something  else,  I  sup- 
pose. I  think  money  is  wasted  and  nerves  are  destroyed  by  the  use  of  tobacco  in  the 
same  way,  although  perhaps  not  to  the  same  extent,  as  by  the  use  of  liquor. 
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ALEXANDER  GIBSON,  of  Marysville,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald  ■: 

11491.  What  is  your  calling  or  occupation? — Lumberer  and  manufacturer. 

11492.  How  long  have  you  been  in  business  at  Marysville? — Nearly  30  years. 

11493.  In  what  county  is  Marysville? — York  County. 

11494.  Is  it  under  the  provisions  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  presume  it  is. 

1 1495.  There  are  no  licenses  there? — No. 

11496.  Have  you  reason  to  suppose  there  is  any  sale  of  Hquor  in  Marysville  I— I 
think  not. 

11497.  Will  you  state  the  circumstances  connected  with  business  there  ?— There 
have  never  been  any  licenses  issued  in  Marysville,  and  we  have  never  been  troubled 
much  with  liquor.  Now  and  then  a  person,  one  of  our  employees  perhaps,  would  go 
down  to  Fredericton  and  take  a  little  too  much  liquor.  If  he  continues  that  practice, 
we  get  rid  of  him  and  replace  him  with  a  sober  man. 

11498.  If   he  drinks  so  as  to  incapacitate  him  for  his  work  ? — Yes. 

11499.  Are  you  troubled  with  tnen  of  that  kind  ? — No  ;  I  have  been  able  to  put 
total  abstainers  in  all  positions  of  responsibility  connected  with  the  cotton  inill, 
lumbering  and  stores. 

11500.  Take  the  lumbering  :  how  do  you  find  your  workmen  who  go  into  the 
woods  ? — I  do  not  know  so  much  about  them  ;  I  do  not  hire  the  men  who  go  into  the 
woods.  I  give  so  much  a  thousand  for  the  logs  hauled  on  the  bank,  and  the  men  who 
do  the  hauling  employ  their  own  men.  ^ 

11501.  Your  men  are  chiefly  mill  hands? — Yes. 

11502.  So  temperance  is  the  rule  among  your  people  ? — Yes,  we  try  to  make  that 
the  rule. 

11503.  With  very  satisfactory  results  to  you  ? — I  think  so. 

11504.  Have  you  been  in  business  where  people  had  facilities  to  drink? — I  did 
business  in  Lepreaux,  in  Charlotte  County,  for  ten  years,  where  there  were  rurasellers 
who  gave  us  some  trouble.  ^ 

11505.  How  long  ago? — Twenty-eight  or  thirty  years  a,go. 

11506.  Were  there  licenses  there  or  not? — I  do  not  know,  but  they  sold  liquor. 

11507.  Have  you  found  in  your  experience  quite  a  change  of  sentiment  in  the  com- 
munity as  to  the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks  as  beverages  ? — I  can  only  speak  judging 
from  our  own  little  town.  I  think  the  sentiment  there  is  against  the  use  of  liquor  in 
any  shape. 

11508.  Taking  the  county  or  the  province,  do  you  think  there  is  a  marked  differ- 
ence from  what  there  was  years  ago  ? — Yes,  I  think  there  is  a  marked  change.  On  the 
river  when  I  came  here,  I  think  many  of  the  men  who  hauled  logs  were  addicted  to 
liquor,  but  there  is  a  great  change  and  men  are  not  so  much  addicted  to  the  use  of  strong 
drink  as  they  were ;  and  I  think  that  is  true  all  over. 

11509.  Have  you  temperance  societies  in  Marysville? — Yes. 

11510.  And  religious  communions? — Yes,  we  have  any  amount  of  religion  up  there. 

11511.  Do  you  suppose  the  uifluence  of  religious  and  temperance  societies  has 
been  beneficial  in  educating  a  temperance  sentiment  ? — Perhaps  to  some  extent,  but  I 
am  not  prepared  to  say  as  to  that.  I  am  afraid  that  in  spite  of  all  the  religious  in- 
fluences, and  they  are  very  good  there,  if  we  had  not  some  other  way  of  preventing  it, 
there  would  be  liquor  sold  there. 

11512.  Can  you,  from  your  own  experience,  suggest  to  the  Commission  any  amend- 
ments to  the  Scott  Act  which  you  think  would  be  of  benefit  ? — I  am  not  acquainted  with 
the  Scott  Act  very  much.  I  think  any  law  enacted  by  the  Dominion  should  be  en- 
forced by  the  Dominion  authorities  ;  the  Scott  Act  has  not  had  a  fair  chance,  it  appears 
to  be  nobody's  business. 

11513.  Would  you  be  favourable  to  Dominion  officers  being  appointed  to  enforce 
it?_Yes. 

Alexander  Gibson. 
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By  Bev.  Dr,  McLeod:  ^ 

11514.  How  many  persons  do  you  employ? — As  that  is  a  question  which  I  sup- 
posed you  would  ask  me,  I  noted  it  down.  In  the  spring  and  summer  we  employ  about 
1,200,  and  the  winter  about  2,400. 

11515.  You  have  a  preference  for  total  abstainers  ? — Yes,  every  time. 

11516.  Why? — Because  they  are  steady  and  more  reliable. 

11517.  And  do  you  have  a  rule  in  regard  to  employing  them  ? — Yes  ;  when  we  get 
a  person  who  is  addicted  to  drinking  and  cannot  reform  him,  we  get  rid  of  him  as  soon 
as  we  can. 

11518.  Do  you  object  to  stating  the  value  of*  your  buildings,  fittings  and  affairs 
connected  with  your  business? — About  $4,200,000. 

11519.  What  is  the  annual  output  of  your  business? — About  $900,000. 

11520.  How  much  do  you  pay  for  wages  yearly  ? — About  $250,000. 

1 1521 .  How  does  the  drink  habit  affect  employees  as  to  their  wage-earning  power? — 
Not  to  any  great  extent,  for  the  reason  I  have  given,  that  we  try  not  to  have  drinking  men. 

11522.  They  are  not  so  valuable  to  you  ?-— I  think  not. 

11523.  Since  you  do  not  employ  them,  you  have  not  suffered  any  loss  on  account  of 
that  ?— No. 

11524.  Some  employers  claim  they  lose  by  employees  being  drunk,  and  by  a  bad 
state  of  health  that  results  from  drinking  ? — I  do  not  suffer  much  from  that,  for  the 
reason  I  have  stated. 

11525.  Does  your  business  suffer  from  the  drinking  habits  of  the  public  generally, 
aside  from  your  own  employees  ? — I  cannot  say  it  has. 

11526.  Do  you  think  the  prohibition  of  the  trade,  as  you  yourself. have  prohibited 
it,  has  had  a  good  effect  on  your  employees  ? — I  certainly  think  it  has.  In  all  the  30  years 
I  have  been  there,  I  have  kept  everything  fully  insured,  and  I  have  never  yet  made  a 
claim  for  a  loss  which  I  think  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  there  was  no  liquor. 

11527.  You  were  there  before  the  Scott  Act  was  there  ? — Yes. 

11528.  And  you  have  been  a  prohibitory  law  yourself? — Well,  yes,  in  a  way. 
11539.  You  have  tried  to  keep  liquor  out  ? — Yes,  I  have. 

11530.  Do  you  think  the  prohibition  of  the  manufacture  and  importation  as  well 
as  the  sale  of  liquor  would  be  good  for  the  country  at  large  ? — I  think  a  prohibitory  law 
would  be  beneficial,  and  that  if  the  whole  revenue  of  Canada  were  expended  in  enforcing 
a  prohibitory  law,  it  would  be  a  good  thing. 

11531.  Then,  as  a  business  man  and  one  of  large  operations  and  observation,  you 
have  no  thought  that  a  prohibitory  law  would  injuriously  affect  the  business  interests  of 
this  country  ? — I  think  not. 

11532.  You  think  it  would  be  beneficial  ?— Certainly. 

1 1533.  In  what  ways  ? — Men  would  be  steadier.  There  would  be  less  money  spent, 
less  hungry  children,  less  wretched  women,  less  men  in  the  ditch  ;  money  which  is  now 
spent  on  liquor  would  be  mot*e  profitably  expended,  and  they  would  not  lose  their  time, 
but  their  money  would  b^  spent  on  those  they  are  bound  to  take  care  of. 

11534.  It  is  suggested  that  if  prohibition  took  place,  there  are  large  sums  invested 
in  breweries  and  distilleries,  in  buildings  and  plant,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  carry  it 
out.  Do  you  think  capital  in  this  country  goes  begging  for  investment  ? — I  think  not. 
We  have  not  enough  of  it. 

11535.  As  to  men  engaged  in  breweries  and  saloons  and  so  on,  would  they  be  likely 
to  go  without  work  if  this  business  were  taken  away  ? — I  think  not.  I  think  every  one 
in  this  country  can  be  profiCiably  employed. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

11536.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  in  this  city,  or  in 
any  other  part  of  the  province  ? — No. 

11537.  You  said  there  was  no  one  to  enforce  the  Act? — I  mean  it  is  everybody's 
business,  and  no  one  in  particular  cares  to  look  after  it. 

11538.  Whose  duty  is  it  to  enforce  other  Acts  passed  by  the  Provincial  Parliament 
or  the  Provincial  Government  ? — It  is  the  duty  of  the  Provincial  or  Local  Government. 
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11539.  The  law  against  theft,  for  instance  ;  whose  duty  is  it  to  enforce  it  here?— 
When  the  Dominion  makes  a  law  against  stealing,  or  any  other  law,  they  provide  for  the 
law  to  be  carried  out. 

11540.  Who  is  appoint<jd  in  this  city  to  carry  out  the  law  against  theft  ?— I  do  not 
know. 

11541.  Do  not  the  local  officers  do  the  work  ? — I  do  not  know.  We  have  only  one 
policeman  there. 

11542;  Do  you  own  the  land  at  Marysville  ? — Yes. 

11543.  Do  you  think  if  you  did  not,  you  would  be  able  to  enforce  prohibition?—! 
think  not.  « 

11544.  Do  you  think  a  prohibitory  law,  if  passed  by  the  Dominion  Parliament  in 
the  present  state  of  public  opinion,  could  be  enforced  throughout  the  Dominion  ?— I  am 
not  prepared  to  say. 

11545.  The  people  are  given  an  opportunity  in  a  municipality  or  county  to  express 
their  opinion  as  to  the  advisability  of  putting  the  Scott  Act  into  operation.  That 
opportunity  has  been  afforded  them,  and  by  large  majorities  they  have  decided  to  bring 
the  Act  into  force.  Can  you  account  for  the  fact  that  in  many  of  these  localities  the 
law  is  almost  a  dead  letter  ? — I  suppose  it  arises  from  the  apathy  of  the  people  on  the 
subject.  / 

11546.  An  Order  in  Council  has  been  passed  handing  over  to  the  local  authorities 
the  fines  imposed,  and  I  believe  the  provincial  laws  of  this  province  give  authority  to 
the  municipal  councillors  to  appoint  special  officers  to  enforce  the  law  T— Yes. 

11547.  Do  you  think  it  is  owing  to  public  apathy,  where  the  law  is  in  operation, 
that  these  officers  are  not  employed  ? — I  think  that  is  the  reason. 


Sir  JOHN  C.  ALLEN,  of  Fredericton,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  :— 
By  Judge  McDonald : 

11548.  You  are  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Province? — Yes. 

11549.  How  long  have  you  been  on  the  Bench? — Since  September,  1865. 

11550.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Fredericton? — Nearly  all  my  life,  except 
about  five  years. 

11551.  It  has  been  intimated  to  the  Commission  that  sidce  the  Scott  Act  came 
into  force  a  great  deal  of  litigation  has  come  before  the  Supreme  Court  brought  up  by 
certiorari  ? — Yes ;  it  is  by  certiorari  almost  entirely. 

11552.  And  it  has  been  intimated  that  owing  to  the  long  time  that  has  elapsed 
without  decisions  being  given,  the  law  has  remained  at  a  deadlock  as  to  its  enforce- 
ment ? — The  Scott  Act  cases  take  their  turn  with  other  cases  before  the  court ;  they  are 
never  put  off  intentionally.  I  think  I  remember  one  case  that  was  overlooked  and  stood 
for  some  time,  but  all  other  cases  were  taken  in  their  turn.  Judges  do  not  always  agree, 
and  sometimes  cases  take  some  time  to  decide. 

11553.  We  were  told  there  were  Crown  lists  and  other  lists,  and  that  the  Scott 
Act  cases  stand  on  the  Crown  lists  ? — Yes,  that  is  correct. 

11554.  From  the  number  of  those  cases  which  have  been  before  the  Supreme  Court, 
are  there  any  suggestions  you  can  make  to  the  Commission  as  to  amendments  to  the 
Act,  to  simplify  it  and  make  it  more  efficient  ? — I  have  not  thought  about  it,  and  I  am 
not  prepared  to  say. 

11555.  Have  the  cases  before  the  court  been  on  points  of  law? — Altogether  on 
points  of  law.     We  do  not  interfere  with  matters  of  fact  at  all. 

11556.  Has  there  been  any  attempt  made  to  go  into  any  matters  except  as  to 
points  of  law  ? — I  do  not  remember  any,  because  the  practice  is  well  understood  that  in 
reviews  from  summary  convictions,  the  court  will  not  go  into  matters  of  fact. 

11557.  Then  these  cases  are  treated  as  any  other  cases  ? — Exactly,  I  should  say. 
Alexander  Gibson. 
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11558.  As  a  citizen  of  Fredericton,  have  you  bad  any  opportunity  of  observing  the 
working  of  the  Scott  Act  practically  ? — I  have  not.  I  was  never  at  a  trial  of  a  Scott 
Act  case,  and  know  nothing  of  it. 

1 1 559.  Have  you  ever  since  the  Act  came  into  force  seen  persons  on  the  street  who 
appeared  to  be  under  the  influence  of  liquor  ? — Very  rarely,  I  think.  I  do  not  spend 
much  of  my  time  on  the  street. 

By  Mr.  Gigault : 

11560.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  prohibitory  law  of  1855? — I  cannot  say  that 
I  remember  it  now,  but  I  did  at  the  time. 

11561.  That  is  the  law  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  New  Brunswick? — I  know 
there  was  such  a  law,  but  it  did  not  last  long,  and  was  very  soon  repealed  ;  there  was  some 
litigation  about  that.     It  did  not  last  long,  and  therefore  I  cannot  say  much  about  it. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

11562.  Would  you  favour  the  passage  of  an  Act  by  the  Dominion  Parliament,  pro- 
hibitini^  the  importation,  manufacture  and  sale  of  Liquors  ? — No,  I  would  not,  because 
I  think  the  country  is  not  prepared  for  it  now. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

11563.  If  public  opinion  were  shown  to  be  strongly  in  favour  of  such  a  law,  do  you 
think  it  would  be  desirable? — With  some  people  it  would  do  a  great  deal  of  good,  I  know. 
I  have  no  doubt  there  are  a  great  many  people  who  never  should  taste  liquor,  because 
they  do  not  know  when  to  stop.  • 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

11564.  Then,  if  Such  a  law  had  public  sentiment  behind  it,  it  would  be  beneficial  ? 
— I  am  not  prepared  to  say  it  would  not  be  beneficial,  though  many  people  would  be 
opposed  to  it  and  think  it  would  be  an  important  interference  with  their  rights. 


Hon.  JOHN  JAMES  FRASER,  of  Fredericton,  on  being^  duly  sworn,  deposed 
as  follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald: 

11565.  What  is  your  residence? — Frede^cton. 

11566.  You  are  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court? — Yes. 

11567.  How  long  have  you  been  on  the  Supreme  Court  Bench  ? — Nine  years  last 
December. 

11568.  And  before  that  you  were  a  resident  of  Fredericton,  I  believe? — Yes,  for 
over  forty  years. 

11569.  Practising  your  profession  here  ? — ^Yes. 

11570.  And  you  have  known  it  under  the  license  law  and  under  the  Scott  Act? — 
Yes,  under  both. 

11571.  From  your  acquaintance  with  Fredericton,  have  you  found  there  has  been 
an  increase  or  a  decrease  in  the  temperate  habits  or  the  intemperate  habits  of  the  people  ? 
— I  think  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  temperate  habits  of  the  people. 

11572.  Have  you  found  that  the  sentiment  in  favour  of  temperance  has  grown  in 
the  province  ? — It  has. 

11573.  Do  you  think  there  have  been  influences  that  produced  an  effect  of  that  kind 
at  work  in  the  Province  and  elsewhere  ? — I  think  so ;  the  drinking  customs  of  the 
country  have  entirely  changed. 

11574.  In  fact  we  may  believe  that  in  all  classes  of  society  there  has  been  a  great 
change  for  the  better  ? — Yes,  in  all  classes. 
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11575.  Have  you  had  any  opportunity  of  forming  an  opinion  as  to  the  working  of 
the  Scott  Act  1 — Anything  I  could  say  would  be  merely  from  hearsay. 

11576.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  of  the  Chief  Justice  as  to  the  working  of  the 
cases  in  court  ? — Yes. 

11577.  Does  your  opinion  coincide  with  his? — Entirely  so.  I  may  say  since  I 
have  been  on  the  Bench  the  block  in  the  business  of  the  court,  which  existed  some  years 
ago,  arose  from  the  numlter  of  Scott  x4.ct  cases,  which  were  almost  innumerable,  and  the 
points  of  law  involved  would  require  as  much  consideration  as  those  in  a  case  which  might 
involve  thousands  of  dollars.  Of  course  the  court  had  to  consider  other  cases  that  came 
up,  and  there  was  an  entire  block  for  some  years  ;  and  no  doubt  some  gentlemen  who 
were  connected  with  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act  thought  cases  were  not  decided 
as  soon  as  they  might  have  been,  but  the  court  could  not  give  up  every  other  case  in 
order  to  decide  the  Scott  Act  cases. 

11578.  Then  a  great  many  points  have  been  decided,  and  the  law  is  settled  as  to 
them  ? — I  think  it  will  require  a  good  deal  of  ingenuity  on  the  part  of  counsel  to  raise 
fresh  points  now.  We  thought  two  or  three  years  ago  we  had  heard  the  last  of  them, 
but  still  some  ingenious  counsel  have  raised  points  since,  but  very  few. 

11579.  Can  you  suggest  any  amendments  to  the  Act? — I  think  perhaps  many 
cases  come  before  the  court  from  the  inefficiency  or  want  of  knowledge  of  the  Justices 
who  make  the  convictions  in  observing  the  formalities  of  law ;  and  I  think  also  that 
there  was  some  legislation  of  the  Dominion  Parliament  in  prescribing  a  form  of  con- 
viction in  the  51st  Victoria,  which  led  to,  I  think,  something  like  40  or  50  cases  from 
Woodstock  coming  before  us,  through  the  officer  there.  Mr.  Dibble  is  a  most  efficient 
officer,  Jjut  owing  to  the  enactment  of  that  form,  these  cases  came  before  us,  the  form 
being  misleading  to  say  the  least  of  it. 

11580.  There  appears  to  be  in  the  minds  of  gentlemen  who  are  not  members  of 
the  legal  profession  an  idea  that  these  points  which  were  taken  were  what  they  call 
technical.  If  you  could  briefly  do  it,  it  would  be  well  to  make  a  statement  of  what  those 
were  ? — If  they  were  mere  technicalities  we  would  not  h^-ve  power  to  deal  with  them, 
because  they  must  be  matters  affecting  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  court,  either  want  of  juris- 
diction or  excess  of  jurisdiction. 

11581.  They  are  what  may  be  called  matters  of  substance? — Matters  of  substance 
and  matters  of  law.  One  case  we  decided  which  covered  a  very  large  ground  indeed, 
and  they  think  the  Supreme  Court  went  a  very  long  way  in  giving  the  decision,  was  the 
case  of  the  Queen  against  Daly,  where  there  was  want  of  evidence  really  to  convict ; 
but  the  court  thought,  as  there  was  some  scintilla  of  evidence,  and  the  Justice  had 
decided  upon  that,  he  must  determine  what  was  evidence  and  what  was  the  effect  of 
that  evidence.  I  think  we  have  been  very  careful,  and  I  know  that  all  the  Judges 
have  been  very  particular  in  deciding  these  cases  as  promptly  as  they  could  and  giving 
the  utmost  attention  to  the  disposal  of  the  various  objections,  so  that  they  might  not 
come  up  again.  Any  cases  which  we  could  dispose  of,  where  there  were  points  not 
essential  perhaps  to  the  particular  case,  but  which  might  in  the  interests  of  the  Act  be 
disposed  of,  we  have  given  judgment  on. 

11582.  Do  you  think  that  a  general  prohibitory  law  for  the  whole  Dominion,  pro- 
hibiting the  manufacture,  importation  and  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor  for  beverage 
purposes,  could  be  efficiently  enforced  at  the  present  time? — My  own  individual  opinion 
is  that  it  could  not  be  enforced.  There  is  no  doubt  a  sentiment,  I  am  free  to  confess, 
in  favour  of  prohibition,  and  in  this  city  and  county  perhaps  it  prevails  to  a  considera- 
ble extent,  but  not  sufficiently  so  as  to  carry  out  such  a  law.  In  regard  to  the  Scott 
Act :  the  Act  has  been  carried  in  Fredericton  on  more  than  one  occasion,  and  has 
been  carried  in  the  county,  and  there  have  been  efforts  made  to  repeal  it,  but  it  has  been 
carried  again  by  very  large  majorities.  A  large  number  of  the  voters  do  not  attend 
the  polls,  and  one  reason  is  this,  they  say :  "I  am  not  in  favour  of  the  Act,  but  X 
will  not  vote  against  what  may  be  considered  an  improvement  in  the  direction  of 
improving  the  morals  of  the  community.  I  should  say  the  larger  number  of  those  who 
abstain  from  voting  would  be  those  who  were  opposed  to  the  Scott  Act. 

Hon.  John  James  Fraser. 
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By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

11583.  Do  you  think  that  many  of  those  who  abstain  from 
Act  elections  would  vote  for  a  measure  prohibiting  entirely  the  impo 
liquor  throughout  the  whole  Dominion  ?— I  could  not  answer  that,  b( 
not  believe  in  the  Scott  Act,  but  might  think  a  prohibitory  law,  if  c 
beneficial. 

11584.  I  ask  the  question  because  some  have  said  that  many  b 
the  Scott  Act,  who  would  vote  for  a  prohibitory  measure  ? — That  n 
some  who  voted  against  the  Scott  Act  because  they  did  not  think 
enforced. 

11585.  The  difficulties  in  the  early  days  are  now  nearly  all  rem 
scarcely  any  left;  if  the  inocmation  is  laid,  there  is  no  reason  for  : 
viction.     There  may  be  a  difficulty  "in  getting  witnesses,  but  th^  law 

11586.  Is  there  any  obstacle  in  getting  efficient  officers  to  enfoi 
most  serious  obstacle  is  that  County  Councillors  are  generally  afraid  of 

11587.  In  some  cases  the  Act  has  been  carried  by  very  large  mi 
County  Councillors  reflect  public  opinion  in  declining  to  pay  $500  oi 
an  efficient  officer  1 — I  cannot  recall  the  carrying  of  the  Act  by  ver 
but  in  any  case  that  is  the  practical  operation  of  it.  They  will  not  voi 
to  secure  an  efficient  officer,  although  there  are  provisions,  made  by  the 
I  think,  authorizing  County  Councils  to  engage  officers. 

1 1 588.  And  also  making  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  officer 

1 1 589.  If  there  were  a  very  strong  public  feeling  in  favour  of  e 
would  the  financial  difficulties  stand  in  the  way  ? — They  ought  not. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod: 

11590.  Do  you  think  similar  points  of  uncertainty  would  be  like 
any  new  law  such  as  arose  under  the  Canada  Temperance  Act? — I  do 
many  difficulties  would  arise.     I  should  think  not  a  tithe  of  them,  but 

11591.  Are  there  some  points  undecided  yetf — That  I  could  not 

11592.  I  mean  so  far  as  they  have  come  to  the  attention  of  the  S 
I  am  not  aware  that  there  is  a  Scott  Act  case  standing  for  judgment  i 

11593.  Are  you  aware  that  some  points  decided  by  your  Court  ai 
because  they  have  gone  further  ? — You  mean  appeals.  I  have  heard  thi 
been  appealed  to  the  Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council. 

11594.  Do  you    think    the   fact  that  so  many   points  arose  oc 
the  settling  of  them,  in  any  degree  interfered,  during  that  time  of 
the  more  efficient  enforcement  of  the  law  ? — I  have  not  a  doubt  it  did. 

11595.  And  I  suppose  the  fact  that  some  points  are  now  undecl 
soipe  degree  the  enforcement  of  the  law  ? — It  might  in  some  degre 
some  years,  and  particularly  in  regard  to  Acts  of  the  class  of  the  Scott 
will  be  contested. 

11596.  Why  in  regard  to  an  Act  like  the  Scott  Act  more  than  i 
laws  ? — 1  suppose  the  people  feel  they  have  large  interests  at  stake. 

11597.  For  the  most  part,  have  the  points  before  the  Court  affec 
the  cases,  that  is,  as  to  the  proof  of  violations  of  the  law,  or  have 
points,  pure  and  simple  ? — Legal  points,  pure  and  simple.  As  the  ( 
stated,  the  Court  never  interferes  with  the  Justice  as  to  points  of  fact 

1 1 598.  You  think  a  prohibitory  law  could  not  be  enforced  in  th< 
public  sentiment  ? — That  is  my  view.  I  think  you  would  require  to  ] 
larger  public  sentiment  than  there  is  now.  That  sentiment  may  be  p 
of  the  chief  ways  of  producing  it,  in  my  mind,  would  be  to  educate  l 
country  in  the  principles  of  total  abstinence  and  the  injurious  effects 
you  do  that,  as  these  boys  come  to  manhood,  you  will  have  worked  uj 
It  may  be  worked  up ;  I  do  not  say  it  will  not. 

1 1 599.  Do  you  believe  that  in  the  education  of  public  sentiment 
enactments  corresponding  with  the  sentiment  as  it  is  ci-eated  ? — I  tl 
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the  way  with  all  great  reforms.     They  work  in  accordance  with  public  sentiment,  and 
any  Act  passed  in  advance  of  public  sentiment  is  almost  invariably  a  failure. 

11600.  Do  you  think  public  sentiment  in  that  direction  is  growing? — As  I  said,  I 
think  there  is  a  very  much  larger  sentiment  in  the  country  in  favour  of  total  abstineuce 
than  there  was,  because  at  one  time  there  was  none  at  all. 

11601.  If  public  sentiment  warranted  it,  and  a  prohibitory  law  touching  the  manu- 
facture, importation  and  sale  of  liquor  were  enacted  and  thoroughly  enforced,  do  you 
think  the  effect  would  be  injurious  or  beneficial  ? — If  by  thoroughly  enforced  prohibi- 
tion you  make  a  people  a  sober  people,  make  every  man  in  the  community  a  sober  man, 
of  course  it  would  enhance  the  prosperity  of  the  country. 

11602.  But  the  larger  portion?— Yes. 

11603.  Is  the  enforcement  of  law  generally  dependent  upon  public  sentiment? — I 
think  a  law  of  this  class  is  so.  A  question  was  asked  about  laws  against  theft.  As  to 
laws  of  a  criminal  nature,  every  man  in  the  community  is  interested  in  having  such 
laws  enforced,  and  if  you  could  get  every  man  in  the  community  interested  in  having 
^  prohibitory  law  enforced,  it  would  have  a  similar  result. 

11604.  There  is  a  small  class  in  every  community  interested  in  not  having  the  law 
against  theft  enforced  ? — I  suppose  you  mean  the  thief  ?     I  suppose  he  would  object  to  it 

11605.  When  a  law  is  on  the  statute-book,  is  it  not  the  duty  of  the  officers  to 
enforce  it  without  reference  to  public  sentiment  ? — If  the  law  is  such  that  it  ought  to 
be  enforced  by  the  municipality,  then  of  course  it  would  be  their  duty,  but  I  suppose  it 
is  the  duty  of  every  man  in  the  community  to  see  that  a  law  is  enforced. 

11606.  It  is  the  privilege  of  every  man  to  assist  in  the  enforcement,  but  it  must 
be  the  duty  of  some  persons  to  enforce  the  law  ? — Yes. 

11607.  And  is  that  duty  contingent  on  public  sentiment? — No. 

11608.  The  difficulties  would  be  few  if  the  law  were  more  in  accord  with  public 
sentiment  ? — ^Yes  ;  that  is  my  view  of  it. 


The  Right  Rev.  HOLLINGWORTH  TOLLEY  KINGDON,  Coadjutor  Bishop 
of  Fredericton,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

11609.  What  is  your  residence  ? — Fredericton. 

11610.  You  are  the  Bishop  Coadjutor  of  the  diocese  of  Fredericton  ? — Yes. 

11611.  How  long  have  you  been  Coadjutor? — A  little  over  11  years. 

11612.  During  that  time  have  you  resided  in  Fredericton  ? — Yes. 

11613.  Have  you  had  any  opportunity  of  observing  the  effects  in  this  community 
of  the  Act  commonly  known  as  the  Scott  Act  ? — Not  very  much.  Like  the  Chief  Justice, 
I  am  a  student,  and  in  my  room  more  than  in  the  streets. 

11614.  You  received  certain  questions  which  were  sent  out  by  the  Commission? — 
Yes. 

11615.  Have  you  answered  them  yet? — No;  it  is  somewhat  difficult  for  me  to 
answer  them,  because  I  have  no  parochial  charge  here. 

11616.  Have  you  had  some  experience  in  the  mother  country  ? — Yes. 

11617.  In  what  may  be  called  temperance  work,  in  promoting  sobriety  among  the 
people  ? — As  far  as  I  possibly  could,  certainly. 

11618.  Was  that  work  at  all  upon  the  line  of  legislation  ? — Not  at  all. 

11619.  Of  a  prohibitory  Act  ?— Oh  no. 

11620.  Was  it  on  the  Unes  of  the  Church  of  which  you  are  a  member  ? — In  a  great 
measure. 

11621.  Will  you  state  what  those  lines  were,  and  are? — I  never  joined  any 
particular  temperance  organization,  because  I  thought  the  Church  was  the  chief  organiza- 
tion that  was  required.     I  never  advised  anybody  to  take  the  pledge  unless  by  way  of 

Hon.  John  James  Fraser. 
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protection  to  himself,  and  thej^i  only  for  a  limited  period.  In  my  experience  I  have 
always  found  it  better,  if  the  man  could  not  restrain  himself,  that  he  should  be  helped 
by  taking  a  pledge  for  a  limited  time,  and  that  it  was  much  more  likely  to  be  kept  than 
if  he  took  it  for  life. 

11622.  What  were  the  results  ? — Morally  good.  Thirty-two  years  ago  I  was  work- 
ing in  a  parish  in  England,  and  somebody  came  there  full  of  enthusiasm  and  got  the 
boys  to  take  the  pledge  for  life,  and  the  next  day  they  all  broke  out ;  and  I  thought  their 
moral  conscience  had  been  so  much  harmed  by  it  that  I  was  very  indignant.  They  took 
it  for  fun ;  but  I  saw  it  harmed  their  consciences. 

11^3.  Taking  your  experience  in  England  and  in  this  country,  do  you  think  of 
late  years  there  has  been  a  great  increase  in  the  temperance  and  sobriety  of  the  people  ? 
— Most  certainly. 

11624.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that  1 — I  should  hope  to  the  influence  of  religion 
in  a  great  measure. 

11625.  That  influence  has  been  for  good? — Unquestionably.  Soon  after  I  was 
ordained  some  years  ago,  passing  through  a  certain  district  in  London  where  I  was  born 
and  brought  up,  I  could  scarcely  pass  without  being  insulted  because  of  my  dress.  I 
was  out  of  London  over  5  or  6  years,  and  when  I  passed  through  the  same  district  after- 
wards, I  was  received  with  respect. 

1 1626.  There  has  been  a  great  Gospel  Mission  work,  and  so  on,  carried  on  in  London 
of  late  years  to  bring  the  people  from  inebriety  to  sobriety  ? — Quite  so. 

11627.  As  a  matter  of  principle^  do  you  favour  the  enactment  of  a  prohibitory  law, 
prohibiting  the  manufacture,  importation  and  sale  of  drink  ?  Judging  from  your  know 
ledge  of  human  nature,  gained  from  your  experiences  as  a  clergyman,  do  you  think  it 
would  have  the  effect  intended,  of  promoting  sobriety  ? — No,  I  do  not. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

11628.  What  is  the  effect  of  having  on  the  statute-book  such  a  law  as  the  Scott 
Act  which  is  flagrantly  and  continuously  violated  ? — I  should  think  the  effect  would  be 

-rather  harmful.     I  think  no  law  can  be  on  the  statute-book  and  not  kept,  without  doing 
harm. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

11629.  Do  you  think  that  laws  against  evils  have  any  effect  in  shaping  public 
opinion  in  reference  to  those  evils  1 — I  have  never  thought  of  that.  I  should  think 
probably  not. 

11630.  A  thing  is  an  admitted  evil  and  there  is  a  law  against  it.  Do  you  think  it 
helps  form  public  opinion  ? — Publicopinion  must  have  been  formed,  if  it  is  an  admitted  evil. 

11631.  But  does  it  assist  that  feeling? — I  have  not  thought  of  it,  but  I  should 
think  not.  ^ 


Hon.  JAMES  STEADMAN,  of  Fredericton,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald: 

11632.  You  are  Judge  of  the  County  Court? — Yes. 

11633.  How  many  counties  are  in  your  jurisdiction — Three;  York,  Sunbury  and 
Queen's. 

11634.  That  is  the  County  Court  District  ?— Yes. 

11635.  How  long  have  you  been  Judge? — Since  June,  1867. 

11636.  Did  you  reside  in  Fredericton  before  that?— Since  December,  1866,  per- 
manently. 

11637.  Have  you  had  anything  to  do  with  the  administration  of  the  Scott  Act,  in 
any  shape  ? — No. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


600  ROYAL   COMMISSION   ON  THE   LIQUOR  TRAFFIC. 

11638.  Have  you,  as  a  member  of  the  community,  observed  at  all  the  operations  of 
the  Act  ? — Yes,  I  have  somewhat,  more  or  less. 

11639.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  it  has  put  an  end  to  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors  for  beverages  ? — I  think  it  has,  largely. 

11640.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  sale? — There  must  be,  because  people  are  lined 
frequently  for  selling  contrary  to  law. 

11641.  Do  you  think  that  a  prohibitory  ]aw,  preventing  the  manufacture,  importa- 
tion and  sale  of  liquor  for  the  whole  Dominion,  would  be  beneficial? — I  do. 

11642.  Do  you  think  it  could  be  enforced? — I  do. 

11643.  By  w^hat  machinery? — By  the  machinery  they  have  in  the  Act  now. 

11644.  Are  there  any  improvements  you  could  suggest  to  the  present  Act?— Na 
It  would  be  somewhat  singular  if  some  improvement  could  not  be  found  ;  but  I  cannot 
suggest  any. 

11645.  The  enforcement  of  the  Act  is  now  committed  to  the  ordinary  police 
officers? — Yes. 

11646.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  any  benefit,  if  it  were  committed  to  Provincial 
or  Dominion  officials  ? — I  think  it  would  in  the  country  districts.  In  the  cities,  1  think, 
the  police  officers  are  the  proper  persons,  but  in  the  country  districts,  unless  an  officer 
is  specially  appointed,  there  is  no  one  to  carry  out  the  Act. 

11647.  The  Provincial  Legislature  of  New  Brunswick  has  made  provision  for  the 
appointment  of  County  Inspectors  ? — Yes. 

11648.  Do  you  know  where  one  was  appointed? — I  think,  in  King's  County;  but 
there  was  some  question  raised  in  the  court  as  to  the  legality  of  his  appointment,  before 
Judge  Palmer. 

Mr.  Justice  FRASER  (addressing  the  Commissioners). — In  Charlotte,  the  County 
appointed  an  Inspector,  and  the  Town  of  St.  Stephen  also  appointed  one.  The  matter 
was  brought  up  before  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  Supreme  Court  decided  that  the 
County  of  Charlotte  was  the  only  authority  to  appoint  officers  for  all  the  towns. 

11649.  WITNESS.— There  is  one  for  York,  and  also  one  for  Westmoreland. 

11650.  Why  are  they  not  appointed  in  all  the  counties? — I  cannot  say. 

11651.  Is  it  from  the  fear  of  expense? — I  should  think  so. 

11652.  The  County  Council  has  given  to  it  by  Order  in  Council  all  the  Scott  Act 
fines  to"  be  used  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act  ? — Yes. 

1 1 653.  Would  not  those  fines  form  a  sufficient  fund  for  the  payment  of  the  Inspec- 
tor ?-.— In  most  of  the  counties  I  sliould  think  they  would. 

11654.  Are  there  any  other  suggestions,  except  in  regard  to  the  appointment  of 
officials,  that  you  could  make  to  simplify  the  law  ? — I  do  not  know  of  any. 

1 1 655.  You  think  the  appointment  of  officers  by  the  Dominion  or  Provincial  Gov- 
ernment to  enforce  the  law  would  result  in  it«  being  very  efficiently  enforced  ?— I 
think  so. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

11656.  You  have  some  knowledge  of  the  law  of  1856  ? — 1855. 

11657.  Which  was  repealed  in  1856  ? — Yes,  I  was  in  the  fight. 

11658.  Were  you  a  member  of  the  Government  at  that  time^? — I  was  a  member  of 
the  Legislature,  not  of  the  Government. 

11659.  Did  you  come  back  to  the  Legislature  as  one  of  the  two  or  three  supporters 
of  the  Act  who  were  returned  ? — No,  I  was  defeated  on  that. 

11660.  Do  you  think  that  if  the  prohibitory  law  had  had  at  that  time  a  year  or  so 
to  run,  the  efficiency  of  it  as  a  means  of  dealing  with  the  traffic  would  have  been 
demonstrated  ? — I  think  so.  In  my  view  public  opinion  was  at  that  time  strongly 
in  favour  of  it. 

11661.  How  came  it  that  in  view  of  that  state  of  public  feeling,  its  defeat 
was  brought  about? — We  always  attributed  it  to  the  cry  being  raised  to  defend  the 
Governor — that  the  representative  of  the  Government  should  be  supported.  The  other 
question  was  entirely  forgotten. 

Hon.  James  Steadman. 
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By  Mr.  Clarke : 

1 1 662.  Support  the  Governor,  in  what  ? — As  regards  the  dissolution. 

11663.  What  dissolution  ?^— The  dissolution  of  the  Legislature. 

11664.  For  what  reason  did  he  dissolve  the  Legislature? — The  reason  he  gave  was 
that  it  was  to  give  the  people  an  opportunity  of  expressing  their  opinion  in  regard  to 
the  Act. 

11665.  Was  the  Act  in  force  after  January,  when  it  became  the  law  ? — There  were 
attempts  made  to  enforce  it.  / 

11666.  Did  the  Governor  act  on  the  advice  of  his  Ministers  as  regards  the  enforc- 
ing or  the  repealing  of  the  Act  1 — I  do  not  know  what  he  said  in  regard  to  his  executive 
advisers. 

1 1 667.  Was  an  attempt  made  to  enforce  the  Act  ? — At  the  session  of  the  Legislature 
in  1855,  held  just  after  the  Act  came  into  force,  the  subject  was  again  brought  up,  and 
a  Bill  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Kaine  to  repeal  the  Actf,  which  had  then  been  in  force  for 
six  weeks  or  two  months.  That  Bill  was  defeated  by  quite  a  large  majority  in  the 
Legislature  of  that  time.  Subsequently  the  Legislature  was  prorogued,  and  a  very  short 
time  afterwards  the  Governor  called  upon  his  Council  for  some  purpose  or  other — at  all 
events,  he  took  it  upon  himself  to  dissolve  the  House,  and  he  sent  down  his  proclama- 
tion for  that  purpose.  The  members  of  the  Government  at  that  time  sent  in  their 
resignations,  and  the  Governor  called  in  another  Government  and  issued  a  proclama- 
tion. 

11668.  When  dissolution  took  place,  were  the  elections  held  on  the  question  of 
prohibition,  of  maintaining  the  Prohibitory  Act ;  or  was  it  on  the  question  of  standing 
by  the  Governor,  right  or  wrong  ? — It  was  on  the  question  of  standing  by  the  Governor, 
right  or  wrong.  This  is  my  impression,  and  having  been  in  the  contest,  I  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  knowing.  The  cry  was,  *' Sustain  the  Governor;"  the  question  of  prohibition 
was  not  considered. 

11669.  He  was  sustained,  I  believe? — Yes. 

11670.  What  effect  on  the  temperance  movement  had  the  passing  of  that  Prohibi- 
tory Act  ? — A  bad  effect,  after  it  was  repealed  ;  but  if  it  had  been  left  on  the  statute- 
book  I  am  satisfied  it  would  have  been  a  success.  Apart  from  the  cry  of  "  Sustain  the 
Governor,"  public  sentiment  at  that  time  was  strongly  in  favour  of  prohibition  in  this 
province,  and  if  the  question  had  been  left  to  the  vote  of  the  people  at  that  time,  it 
would  have  been  carried  by  an  overwhelming  majority.  Still,  I  may  be  mistaken,  and 
be  over-sanguine  in  regard  to  it ;  but  that  was  not  done. 

11671.  Do  you  consider  the  Scott  Act  is  working  satisfactorily  in  the  Counties  of 
Queen's,  York  and  Sunbury  1 — Fairly  so,  as  well  as  could  reasonably  be  expected. 
When  we  talk  about  enforcing  an  Act,  and  speak  as  to  whether  it  is  well  or  badly 
enforced,  that  is  of  course  a  matter  of  opinion,  as  it  depends  on  what  you  consider  t)  be 
the  enforcement  of  an  Act.  If  you  expect  the  Scott  Act  will  entirely  suppress  the 
traffic,  you  will  never  see  it ;  or  if  you  expect  it  to  decrease  the  traffic  by  nine-tenths, 
you  will  not  probably  see  it,  but  if  you  expect  the  traffic  to  be  decreased  by  two-thirds, 
which  would  be  a  reasonable  expectation,  that  would  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  public 
mind.  I  think  that  is  the  effect  of  the  Scott  Act  in  the  counties  where  it  is  enforced. 
It  does  decrease  the  drinking  habits  of  the  people  and  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors 
by  at  least  two-thirds.  I  may  say  that  it  is  so  in  Queen's  and  Sunbury,  and  I  think  in 
York,  too,  taking  the  whole  county  together.  That  in  my  opinion  is  a  satisfactory,  and 
ought  to  lie  considered  a  satisfactoiy,  enforcement  of  the  law. 

11672.  Has  there  been  a  steady  decrease  in  the  number  of  persons  committed  for 
drunkenness  in  those  counties  since  the  Scott  Act  came  into  force  1 — In  Queen's  and 
Sunbury,  I  do  not  know  of  many  convictions,  in  fact  there  have  been  very  few.  There 
is  scarcely  any  liquor  sold ;  there  may  be  some  occasionally,  but  very  little. 

1 1673.  Has  there  been  a  steady  decrease  in  this  city  ?— I  think  so  ;  there  has  been 
a  large  decrease.  Taking  my  observation,  extending  back  some  years  before  the  Canada 
Temperance  Act  was  bi  ought  into  force,  for  I  was  living  here  for  some  time  before 
that,  and  taking  my  observation  since  and  comparing  the  two,  my  impression  is  that 
it  has  largely  decreased. 
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By  Mr.  Gigault  : 

11674.  It  has  been  declared  that  in  many  counties  the  Scott  Act  is  openly  and 
flagrantly  violated.  Do  you  believe  if  the  Scott  Act  is  thus  violated,  a  prohibitory  law 
would  not  be  equally  violated  ? — Any  law  will  be  violated.  I  do  not  think  a  prohibi- 
tory law  will  be  an  exception  to  any  other  law ;  every  law  on  the  statute-book  is  more 
or  less  violated. 

11675.  Do  you  not  make  a  distinction  between  occasional  violation  and  open  and 
^  flagrant  violation  of  a  law  1 — That  may  be  possible. 

11676.  Do  you  not  make  any  distinction  between  an  occasional  violation  of  a  law 
and  open  violation  ? — I  do  not  know  of  any  open  violation  of  the  Scott  Act ;  that  is, 
there  are  no  open  sales  of  liquor  anywhere. 

11677.  But  it  has  been  proved  to-day  that  there  are  six  places  selling  liquor 
continuously  here  :  do  you  think  that  is  not  an  open  and  flagrant  violation  of  the  Scott 
Act  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  so,  because  if  there  are  such  places  in  Fredericton  selling 
liquor  all  the  time,  the  police  will  get  evidence  of  that  state  of  things  and  the  parties 
will  be  prosecuted.  I  think  the  police  here  do  their  duty  very  well,  but  if  they  cannot 
get  the  evidence,  no  matter  how  open  the  sale  may  be,  they  cannot  secure  convictions. 
They  must  have  sufficient  evidence,  and  the  very  difficulty  in  dealing  with  these  cases  b 
to  secure  evidence,  because  those  who  buy  liquor  from  people  who  are  selling  contrary  to 
law  are  sometimes  the  only  persons  who  can  give  information,  and  they  will  not  give 
evidence  if  they  can  possibly  avoid  doing  so.  Therefore,  while  the  police  may  be  satisfied 
in  their  own  minds  that  this  and  the  other  man  are  selling  liquor,  the  difficulty  is  to  get 
the  testimony  to  prove  it,  and  those  very  people  who  say  there  are  six  places  now  in 
Fredericton  where  liquor  is  sold,  if  they  were  brought  before  the  Police  Magistrate, 
would  say,  in  all  probability,  they  did  not  know  anything  about  it.  They  speak  from 
rumour. 

11678.  Do  you  say  that  they  would  not  tell  the  truth  on  their  oath  1 — I  do  not  say 
so  ;  I  think  they  do  not  know. 

11679.  They  have  said  so  under  oath  to-day  ? — Did  they  give  the  names? 

11680.  No.— Quite  so. 

J5y  Judge  McDonald : 

11681.  You  do  not  suppose  the  Commission  would  allow  such  inquiries  to  be  made! 
— No ;  it  is  not  your  purpose,  I  suppose. 

By  Mr.  Gigault  : 

11682.  You  have  spoken  of  the  prohibitory  law  of  1855,  and  you  have  stated  that 
it  was  repealed,  because  the  people  wished  to  respect  the  will  of  the  Governor.  Is  that 
not  what  you  stated  ? — Yes,  that  is  what  I  said. 

11683.  You  added  your  opinion  that  if  the  law  had  been  retained  on  the  statute- 
book,  it  would  have  worked  well  ? — I  think  so. 

11684.  If  the  people  of  New  Brunswick  were  really  in  favour  of  the  prohibitory 
law,  why  did  they  not  re-enact  it  ? — After  that  contest  I  think  public  sentiment  was 
turned  the  other  way,  because  of  the  result  of  that  contest. 

1 1685.  Does  this  not  prove  that  when  a  prohibitory  law  is  enacted  and  not  enforced, 
its  very  enactment  has  a  very  injurious  effect  on  the  moral  sense  of  the  people  1 — I  do 
not  think  it  proves  that ;  it  may  have  more  or  less  such  effect,  but  I  do  not  consider  the 
circumstances  furnish  strong  proof  of  it.  It  may  have  had  that  influence  to  some 
extent,  but  I  do  not  think  to  any  material  extent.  It  was  not  submitted  to  the  people 
in  the  form  of  a  question  as  to  the  propriety  of  passing  a  prohibitory  law. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod: 

11686.  From  your  observation,  has  the  prohibition  sentiment  grown  to  any  extent 
since  1856  in  this  country  ? — It  has  grown  very  much,  I  think. 

11687.  You  remember  Fredericton  under  license,  I  suppose? — I  do  not  think  the 
prohibition  sentiment  in  this  province  has  ever  been  any  stronger  than  it  was  in  1855, 
and  at  this  time  the  law  was  passed.     But  after  the  tight  had  taken  place  and  it  was 

Hon.  James  Steadman. 
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repealed,  and  after  the  row  had  been  made  in  regard  to  the  Governor,  I  think  that  public 
sentiment  in  regard  to  prohibition  waned  and  went  down  ;  and  so  I  c^o  not  think  it 
could  have  been  re-enacted  after  the  law  had  once  been  repealed. 

11688.  Was  that  because  of  the  discouragement  of  the  people,  growing  out  of  diffi- 
culties attending  the  enforcement  of  the  law  1 — There  may  have  been  difficulties,  but 
this  condition  was  due  to  the  quarrel  with  the  Governor. 

11689.  You  remember  Fredericton  under  license,  I  believe? — Yes. 

11690.  Remembering  Fredericton  under  license  and  knowing  Fredericton  now,  are 
you  able  to  state  whether  there  is  any  difference  in  the  condition  of  the  city  under  the 
Scott  Act  from  the  condition  of  the  city  under  license,  and  whether  it  is  a  beneficial  or 
an  injurious  change  ? — There  is  a  very  great  change  for  the  better.  I  do  not  think  there 
is  anything  like  the  drunkenness  in  Fredericton  now  or  since  prohibition  has  been  in 
force  that  there  was  in  years  before,  nothing  to  compare  with  it  previously ;  that  is  my 
observation. 

11691.  You  remember  Regent  street  and  the  region  round  there,  twenty  years  ago  ? 
— Very  well.  ' 

11692.  How  does  the  condition  then  compare  with  the  condition  now? — I  hav^ 
noticed  this  :  In  passing  through  Regent,  street  before  the  pronibitory  law  was  brought 
into  force,  I  have  seen  more  drunkenness  in  one  week  than  I  have  seen  there  in  a  month 
since  the  prohibitory  law  came  in  force. 

11693.  Reference  has  been  made  to  the  illicit  sale  of  liquor,  and  no  one  doubts  that 
there  is  illicit  sale.  Was  there  illicit  sale  when  Fredericton  had  twenty  or  thirty 
licensed  stores  ? — I  could  only  answer  that  question  as  I  would  answer  the  same  ques- 
tion now.  We  hear  a  great  deal  about  illicit  selling,  and  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt 
there  is  a  good  deal  of  it  on  account  of  the  numb«r  of  convictions  made.  But  I  could 
give  the  same  answer  as  regards  the  time  the  license  law  was  in  operation.  There  was 
a  like  number  of  illicit  places  selling  liquor  then,  according  to  the  returns,  and  my  only 
knowledge  is  from  the  public  returns.  There  was  then  the  same  outcry  about  people 
selling  contrary  to  the  license  law  as  there  is  now  in  regard  to  persons  selling  against  the 
Canada  Temperance  Act. 

11694.  You  do  not  think  there  is  any  sale  of  liquor  openly,  like  groceries  and  dry 
goods,  as  there  was  sale  of  liquor  under  a  license  law  ? — No,  not  at  all,  we  saw  it  every 
day  then,  and  it  is  not  so  at  all  now. 

11695.  Your  official  position,  I  suppose,  brings  you  into  contact  as  a  Judge  with 
offenders  against  the  law  ? — No,  they  only  appear  before  me. 

11696.  You  have  criminal  cases  before  you  for  trial,  I  presume? — Yes. 

11697.  About  what  proportion  of  the  criminal  offences  that  come  before  you  are,  in 
your  opinion,  traceable  directly  or  indirectly  to  the  drink  trade  and  drink  habit  ? — That 
is  one  of  the  questions  that  I  answered  in  the  circular  forwarded  to  me.  My  reply  was 
that  I  should  say  at  least  two-thirds  of  all  criminal  cases  that  had  come  before  me  had 
their  origin  in  the  liquor  drinking  habits  of  the  people. 

Bi/  Judge  McDonald :  \ 

11698.  Do  any  of  these  cases  come  from  Sunbury,  Queen's  and  York  Counties? 
-Yes. 

11699.  Is  there  not,  then,  effect  without  cause,  if  there  is  no  liquor  sold  there? — 
There  have  not  been  very  many  criminal  cases  from  there  of  late. 

11700.  How  long  has  this  criminal  jurisdiction  existed? — Twenty-five  years. 

11701.  Then  there  is  a  change  for  the  better  in  that  respect? — Yes. 

B]/  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod  : 

1 1 702.  Take  Queen's  County  :  for  instance,  do  you  have  many  criminal  cases  from 
there  ? — Not  many. 

11703.  Is  the  Scott  Act  well  observed  in  Queen's  County  ?-7-So  far  as  I  know,  it  is. 

11704.  Have  you  noticed  a  change  in  the  criminal  calendar  of  Queen's  County, 
taking  a  term  of  years  ? — All  kinds  of  court  business  have  decreased  in  the  three  coun- 
ties, including  criminal  business.  Very  seldom  are  there  criminal  cases  in  Sunbury  or 
Queen's. 
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By  Judge  McDonald : 

11705.  You  have  spoken  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  1855  and  1856,  when  Sir  Leo- 
nard Tilley  was  a  member  of  the  Government  ? — Yes ;  he  was  Provincial  Secretary. 

11706.  Do  you  think  that  Sir  Leonard  Tilley's  memory  of  the  occurrences  of  that 
time  might  be  considered  very  good  ? — Yes. 

11707.  As  good  a?  the  memory  of  any  man  living? — Yes. 

11708.  Do  you  recollect  this  fact,  that  after  the  elections  only  two  candidates  were 
returned  to  the  Legislature,  who  were  favourable  to  the  Prohibition  Act,  Mr.  Gillmor  and 
Mr.  McLellan  ? — There  were  two  returned,  and  I  think  they  were  all. 

11709.  You  say  there  was  a  general  feeling  in  favour  of  sustaining  the  Grovemor's 
position  ? — Yes. 

11710.  Was  there  not  a  strong  feeling  that  the  position  taken  by  the  Governor  was 
a  direct  blow  at  responsible  government,  in  the  fact  that  he  dismissed  his  Council  on  a 
question  on  which  the  representatives  of  the  people  had  declared  in  a  certain  wav  f— 
Yes. 

11711.  Was  it  a  fact  that  in  the  new  House  all  the  members,  except  two,  were 
opposed  to  the  principle  of  prohibition,  and  that  the  House  on  other  issues  was  so  evenly 
divided  that  it  stood,  excluding  the  Speaker,  20  and  21  ? — I  do  not  think  that  occurred 
just  at  that  time,  but  I  am  not  sure  about  it.  When  the  Legislature  met  next  it  was  at  a 
special  session,  called  for  the  purpose  of  repealing  the  Prohibitory  Act,  and  it  was 
repealed.  When  the  Legislature  met  at  the  winter  session,  it  turned  out  that  during  the 
session  the  Government  had  only  a  majority  of  one. 

11712.  Then  I  believe  the  Government  went  out,  and  the  old  Government  returned 
to  power  \ — Yes  ;  and  was  sustained  by  a  very  good  majority. 

11713.  But  the  question  of  prohibition  was  not  brought  up  again  ? — No. 

11714.  Do  you  think  the  reason  that  it  was  not  brought  up  was  that  the  people 
were  so  discouraged  over  this  and  other  matters,  the '  Government  did  not  care  to 
introduce  it  again  ? — It  could  not  have  been  carried. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

11715.  Has  not  a  change  occurred  in  regard  to  the  people  generally  in  the  counties 
to  which  you  have  referred  ;  do  you  attribute  the  improved  conditions  of  things  here  to 
the  existence  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — Partly  to  that  and  partly  to  public  sentiment  througboot 
the  country. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

11716.  You  have  spoken  of  a  change  in  the  condition  of  Fredericton,  and  referred 
to  a  time  when  there  was  much  drunkenness  in  a  certain  locality.  Has  the  class  of  people 
who  come  here  changed  ;  did  lumbermen  come  here  in  large  numbers  in  those  days  I— 
Yes. 

11717.  Do  as  many  come  here  now  as  came  here  then? — There  are  a  great  many 
working  round  here. 

11718.  Do  you  think  as  many  lumbermen  resort  to  Fredericton  now  as  did  then  for 
purposes  of  receiving  payment  of  wages  and  so  forth  ? — I  could  not  say. 
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WILLIAM  T.  HOWE,  of  Stanley,  County  of  York,  farmer,  on  being  duly  swoi-n, 
deposed  as  follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonalfi: 

11719.  What  is  your  calling  or  occupation  ? — I  am  a  farmer ;  I  am  also  in  the  mili- 
tary line. 

11720.  Are  you  an  officer? — I  am  captain  of  one  of  the  companies  of  the  Seventy- 
first  Battalion  of  Volunteers.  » 

11721.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  volunteers? — Eighteen  or  nineteen  years. 

11722.  Have  you  been  at  many  of  the  military  camps  ? — I  have  been  at  every  mili- 
tary camp  at  which  my  company  was  drilled. 

11723.  You  have  moved  about  a  good  deal  throughout  the  community,  I  suppose? 
-Yes. 

11724.  Have  you  observed  during  the  years  you  recollect  down  to  the  present  time 
a  marked  improvement  in  the  temperance  sentiment  of  the  community  and  the  habits  of 
the  people  ? — I  think  I  am  safe  in  saying  I  have. 

1 1 725.  You  have  observed  a  growth  of  that  sentiment  ? — Yes. 

11726.  Do  you  find  intoxicating  liquors  less  used  than  formerly  at  social  gatherings 
and  meetings? — More  particularly  in  the  section  of  country  where  I  live,  there  is  a 
marked  difference  in  that  respect.  I  am  safe  in  saying  that  not  one-tenth  of  the  quan- 
tity is  used  now  at  social  gatherings  that  was  used  under  the  license  system. 

11727.  You  have  the  Scott  Act  in  force  in  your  county,  I  believe? — Yes,  we  have 
the  Scott  Act. 

11728.  Is  it  effectually  enforced  where  you  live? — It  is  not  as  effectually  enforced 
as  I  should  like  to  see  it. 

11729.  Are  sales  openly  made? — They  are  not  openly  made.  I  have  never  yet  seen 
one  glass  sold. 

11730.  How  do  you  know  it  is  sold?— The  only  way  I  know  it  is  sold  is  from 
parties  who  themselves  have  been  in  company  of  others  who  have  bought  it. 

11731.  Is  that  the  way  it  has  leaked  out? — Yes. 

11732.  Are  you  favoured  in  that  section  with  what  are  known  as  "  walking  saloons  " 
and  "  bottle  pedlars,"  men  who  carry  liquor  with  them  ?-  -Not  much,  I  think  occasion- 
ally there  are  such. 

11733.  Do  you  think  any  of  your  people,  instead  of  getting  liquor  in  the  locality, 
^o  to  some  town  or  city  to  get  it  ?  —I  have  reason  to  believe  that  is  frequently  the  case. 
They  find  it  difficult  to  purchase  it  in  their  locality  and  they  buy  it  elsewhere  and  bring 
it  home. 

11734.  Yet  you  have  found  a  great  increase  in  the  sobriety  of  the  people? — Most 
decidedly. 

11735.  Have  you  any  temperance  societies  in  your  section? — At  present  we  have 
one  small  temperance  society. 

11736.  What  is  it?— Royal  Templai-s. 

11737.  You  have  the  usual  religious  ihfluences  at  work? — Yes. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod  : 

11738.  You  have  spoken  about  decrease  in  drinking  and  increased  sobriety.  Was 
there  at  any  time  a  great  deal  of  drinking  in  Stanley  ? — There  was  when  I  first  went  to 
Stanley.  I  may  say  there  was  scarcely  a  gathering  of  any  kind  at  which  Liquor  was  not 
openly  sold  ;  there  were  no  public  occasions  and  few  private  gatherings  at  which  it  was 
not  openly  drank  by  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  community. 

11739.  That  state  of  things  has  changed  ? — It  has  changed,  until  the  use  of  liquor 
at  public  gatherings,  at  least,  is  the  exception  to  the  rule. 

1 1740.  Has  the  population  increased  or  decreased  during  that  time  ? — According  to 
the  last  census,  it  has  increased  in  our  vicinity  by  nearly  200. 

11741.  Notwithstanding  the  increase  of  population,  there  has  been  a  decrease  of 
drinking  ? — There  has  been  most  decidedly.     At  least  that  is  the  result  of  my  own  per- 
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sonal  observation,  and  I  have  talked  about  it  with  friends  of  temperance,  and  those 
opposed  to  it,  and  all  acknowledge  the  fact. 

11742.  You  have  been  at  camp  from  year  to  year  when  your  battalion  was  under 
canvas.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  canteens  at  the  camp  ? — The  canteen  of  the 
camp  under  the  license  system,  I  do  not  speak  of.  The  canteen  of  the  camp  under  the 
Scott  Act,  I  do  not  know  anything  about. 

11743.  What  about  the  canteens  under  the  license  system  ? — Liquor  was  pretty 
generally  and  openly  sold. 

11744.  What  was  the  effect  on  the  men  1 — It  was  very  injurious  indeed ;  I  think 
the  records  of  our  battalion  will  show  it. 

11745.  When  a  battalion  is  in  camp  there  is  a  canteen,  I  suppose? — I  cannot  speak 
from  experience  ;  there  is  a  canteen  certainly. 

11746.  What  is  the  condition  of  the  men  of  late  years  as  regards  drinking  during 
camp  time? — There  are  still  cases  of  drunkenness,  but  nothing  in  comparison  to  what 
there  were  formerly.  There  is  an  occasional  case.  In  my  company,  since  the  Scott 
Act,  I  have  never  had  to  have  one  man  brought  up  for  drunkenness. 

11747.  Do  you  attribute  that  to  the  legal  restriction  entirely,  or  partly  to  the  legal 
restriction  and  partly  to  the  change  due  by  reason  of  the  pulpit,  the  platform  and  Uie 
press  ? — I  presume  to  both.  From  my  standpoint,  temperance  legislation  in  r^rd  to 
prohibitory  measures  does  not  tend  so  much  to  create  public  sentiment  as  to  support 
and  maintain  it,  and  therefore,  I  think  the  increased  sobriety  of  the  men  has  been, 
perhaps,  due  to  public  sentiment,  increased  by  the  moral  suasion  that  has  been  used. 

11748.  You  are  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  I  believe? — I  am. 

11749.  You  hold  court  at  Stanley? — Sometimes,  very  seldom. 

1 1750.  Have  you  been  a  member  of  the  County  Council  ? — Yes,  and  Warden. 

1 1751.  Have  you  been  a  member  several  years  ? — I  was  a  member  three  years. 

11752.  Why  is  it  that  the  County  Council  do  not  take  steps  to  appoint  an  official 
to  enforce  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  can  only  speak  from  my  own  experience  while  I  was  a 
member  of  the  County  Council.  I  was  appointed  Scott  Act  Inspector.  I  cannot  say 
that  my  appointment  as  Inspector  has  been  as  much  of  a  success  as  I  shoidd  have  liked 
it  to  have  been  ;  but  I  do  not  attribute  that  altogether,  or  as  much,  to  failure  of  the  law  as 
I  do  to  outside  influences.  In  the  first  place,  I  was  appointed  under  false  colours.  The 
temperance  party  showed  their  weakness  to  their  enemies,  which  in  any  battle  is 
decidedly  bad  policy  on  the  part  of  a  general  or  a  party.  They  said  that  unless  the  law 
was  self-sustaining,  they  would  not  appoint  an  Inspector.  TJie  Council  was  then  neariy 
evenly  divided  in  regard  to  the  appointment,  the  vote  being  12  to  11.  The  ground  of 
the  opposition  to  the  appointment  of  Inspector  was,  that  owing  to  the  technicalities 
of  the  law,  owing  to  the  fact  that  points  yet  unseen  were  likely  to  be  brought  up, 
unlimited  capita]  would  be  used  by  the  opponents  of  the  Act  before  the  courts ;  and 
the  appointment  of  an  Inspector  was  more  than  likely  to  involve  the  county  in 
expensive  lawsuits,  which  would  eventually  have  the  effect  of  throwing  those  men  out 
of  power  who  had  appointed  an  Inspector.  The  temperance  party,  believing  the  Act 
would  be  sustained,  and  would  be  beneficial,  appointed  an  Inspector,  on  condition  that 
the  law  would  be  self-sustaining. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

11753.  What  do  you  mean  by  that  ? — That  the  fines  collected  should  meet  all  the 
expenses  of  the  County  Council  in  regard  to  the  matter,  and  that  the  County  Council 
should  not  be  called  upon  to  pay  one  cent  towards  the  enforcement  of  the  law. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

11754.  Was  there  any  fear  that  the  county  would  have  to  be  taxed? — Yes,  more 
particularly  on  account  of  expensive  lawsuits  which  were  likely  to  arise  on  account  of 
the  unsettled  state  of  the  law  at  that  time. 

11755.  From  your  experience  and  observation,  have  you  any  opinion  as  to  the 
desirability  of  casting  the  duties  of  conducting  prosecutions  on  Government  officials  ?— 
I  have  most  decidedly. 

William  T.  Howe. 
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11756.  What  would  be  the  advantages? — I  think  the  advantages  would  be  these : 
In  the  first  place,  the  officers  would  not  be  local  men  and  not  aflfected  by  local  feelings, 
but  would  be  independent,  even  more  independent  than  the  constables  employed,  or 
even  the  Scott  Act  Inspector.  Those  officers  would  be  appointed  by  the  Government 
and  be  dependent  on  the  Government  for  their  pay,  and  they  could  go  in|io  a  county 
not  dependent  on  the  financial  views  of  the  County  Council,  and  every  one  who 
knows  a  municipality  is  aware  that  the  Council  is  affected  in  every  instance  by  the 
financial  question.  So,  if  Dominion  officials  were  appointed,  that  great  objection  would 
be  overcome. 

11757.  You  think  that  they,  being  free  from  local  influences,  would  prove  more 
efficient? — Decidedly  so.  Another  difficulty'  I  have  found  in  supporting  the  law 
is  due  to  the  territorial  extent  of  this  country.  One  Scott  Act  Inspector  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  go  over  the  ground.  I  have  found  great  difficulty  in  enforcing  the  Act  in  York 
County  because  I  could  scarcely  find  any  Justices  who  were  properly  posted  in  the 
law,  and  who  were  able  to  conduct  the  cases,  and  so  I  had  to  bring  all  the  cases  to 
Fredericton.  The  cases  were  accordingly  delayed.  Witnesses  were  brought  from  one 
end  of  the  county  to  the  other,  and  then  it  was  almost  impossible  to  get  them  sober. 

11758.  From  your  experience,  do  you  believe  a  more  general  prohibitory  law,^one 
prohibiting  the  importation,  manufacture,  as  well  as  sale,  could  be  more  easily  enfoi*ced 
than  the  Scott  Act,  which  is  only  partial  prohibition  ? — Most  emphatically.  It  seems 
to  me  the  we^k  point  of  this  Scott  Act  is  that  parties  are  allowed  to  keep  liquor  and 
give  it  away  indiscriminately  to  any  one  they  please.  Then  I  never  could  be  sure 
when  I  saw  parties  under  the  influence  of  liquor  as  to  the  part  of  the  county  from 
which  the  liquor  came.  If  I  entered  a  complaint  against  certain  individuals  in  the 
parish  of  Stanley,  I  did  not  know  but  that  the  liquor  came  from  the  city  of  Fredericton. 
So,  if  we  had  total  prohibition  of  the  importation,  manufacture  and  sale,  it  seems  to  me 
the  great  difficulty  in  the  way  of  securing  convictions  would  be  overcome. 

11759.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  feeling  in  the  county,  do  you  think  that  it  is 
so  strongly  in  favour  of  such  general  prohibition  that  the  officials  would  be  sustained  in 
the  enforcement  of  the  law  ? — That  is  a  difficult  question  to  answer. 

11760.  Is  it  a  matter  of  opinion? — It  is  a  matter  of  opinion  among  individuals. 
All  I  am  prepared  to  say  is,  that  all  the  individuals  I  have  met  in  my  tours  as  a  Scott 
Act  Inspector,  and  in  life  as  a  military  man,  in  camp  and  in  different  sections  of  the 
country,  who  were  in  favour  of  the  Scott  Act,  have  openly  declared  that  if  the  country 
obtained  a  good  prohibitory  law  they  would  use  their  influence  to  enforce  it,  and  they 
were  strongly  in  favour  of  it.  I  could  mention  the  names  of  30  or  40  leading  men  who 
have  opposed  the  Scott  Act,  and  who  have  said  they  would  be  prepared  to  support 
general  prohibition,  if  such  a  law  were  enacted. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

11761.  You  have  stated  to  us  that  you  had  trouble  with  witnesses  whom  you 
brought  here,  because  they  got  drunk  ? — Yes. 

11762.  Was  Fredericton  under  the  Scott  Act  at  that  time? — Yes. 

1 1 763.  From  whom  did  they  get  liquor  ? — Probably  they  had  it  at  home  and  brought 
it  with  them. 

11764.  Do  you  think  men  gave  them  liquor  and  got  them  drunk  on  the  way? ■ 

Yes,  there  have  been  several  instances  of  that. 

11765.  So  when  they  got  here,  they  were  drunk  and  could  not  appear  as  witnesses? 
— ^Yes.  The  Magistrate  in  some  cases  refused  to  swear  them,  because  they  were  under 
the  influence  of  liquor. 

11766.  Did  you  find  any  other  obstructions  in  enforcing  the  Act? — I  found  that  a 
great  difficulty  in  the  way  of  enforcing  it 

11767.  As  to  the  time  and  what  they  drank? — Yes,  and  whether  they  paid  for  it  or  not. 

1 1768.  Have  you  found  loss  of  memory  on  the  part  of  witnesses  in  cases  under  the 
Scott  Act  ? — I  cannot  say  I  have  to  any  great  extent 

11769.  In  regard  to  your  suggestion  as  to  the  appointment  of  Dominion  officials  to 
enforce  the  Act :  take  the  Scott  Act  adopted  by  the  County  of  York,  and  suppose  Do- 
minion officials  were  appointed  to  enforce  it,  do  you  think  they  would  do  it  more  effectu- 
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ally  than  local  officers  ? — I  am  sure  they  would  do  it  more  effectually  than  officers  ap- 
pointed by  the  local  authorities. 

11770.  Or  officers  appointed  by  the  Local  Government? — I  do  not  know  whether 
they  would. 

11771.  As  this  is  a  local  Act,  adopted  by  the  locality,  do  you  consider  the  couaty 
should  be  asked  to  pay  the  officers  1 — That  is  a  question.  I  thinJc  if  the  Provincial  Leg- 
islature were  to  appoint  the  officers  and  pay  them,  that  would  strengthen  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  Act. 

11772.  You  think  that  if  the  people  in  the  county  were  relieved  from  any  expendi- 
ture in  connection  with  enforcing  the  Act,  they  would  be  willing  to  have  the  Act  en- 
forced ? — Yes,  I  think  so. 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

11773.  Do  you  think  they  are  not  willing  to  have  the  Act  enforced  if  it  costs  them 
anything  ? — I  believe  that  if  you  were  to  take  the  questions  separately,  and  place  the 
question  before  the  Council  (my  \dews  are  peculiar  on  this  point) :  Are  you  willing  as  in- 
dividuals to  pay  something  towards  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act  f  it  would  be 
answered  in  the  affirmative.  But  if  you  put  that  in  connection,  as  is  done  at  the  present 
time,  with  the  election  of  county  councillors,  and  with  other  local  issues,  it  would  affect 
their  candidature  to  such  an  extent  that  they  could  not  get  elected,  and  we  would  not 
have  sufficient  members  to  carry  it. 

11774.  So  if  the  question  of  the  enforcement  or  non-enforcement  of  the  law  were 
submitted  to  the  people  at  the  municipal  elections,  the  opponents  of  the  enforcement  of 
the  law  would  win  ? — I  believe  so  in  York  County. 

11775.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  equitable  to  ask  the  Provincial  Government  to  pro- 
vide funds  to  enforce  the  Act  in  your  county,  when  the  people  of  the  county  cannot  de- 
sire the  enforcement  of  the  law  1 — If  they  wish  to  enforce  it,  the  fines  would  be  sufficient 
to  enforce  the  law. 

11776.  The  Dominion  authorities  now  hand  the  money  obtained  from  convictions 
over' to  the  County  Council  to  be  used  as  a  fund  for  the  enforcement  of  the  law.  I  un- 
derstand from  you  that  your  appointment  was  to  be  only  so  long  as  you  did  not  draw  on 
th^  county  exchequer,  and  when  the  receipts  and  expenditure  did  not  balance  and  there 
was  a  deficit,  the  appointment  dropped  1 — It  must  be  remembered  that  it  was  not  so 
much  in  regard  to  a  deficit  as  a  fear  of  expensive  lawsuits. 

11777.  In  what  way? — A  case  is  brought,  and  perhaps  it  is  decided  in  favour 
of  the  prosecution.  It  goes  to  the  Supreme  Court ;  an  expensive  lawsuit  follows  and 
perhaps  the  county  loses  the  case.  The  costs  might  be  very  heavy,  and  the  county  would 
be  compelled  to  pay  them. 

11778.  Do  you  think  if  the  people  had  been  aware  of  those  difficulties  when  the 
Act  was  presented  for  adoption,  they  would  have  voted  for  it  1 — If  the  parties  had 
known  exactly  the  technical  points  that  would  be  brought  up,  and  that  the  whole 
matter  was  likely  to  result  in  the  way  it  has  resulted,  it  would  have  materially  altered 
the  vote. 

11779.  Have  any  representations  been  made  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor  respect- 
ing the  Justices,  of  whom  you  have  complained  ? — There  have  not  been  any  representa- 
tions made.  The  majority  of  them  are  not  acquainted  with  the  technicalities  of 
the  law,  and  it  must  be  remembered  that  an  almost  infinite  number  of  objections  are 
made  to  this  law  that  are  not  made  to  other  laws. 

11780.  Have  not  those  objections  been  pretty  well  disposed  of? — Yes;  I  am  not 
insinuating  that  injustice  has  been  done.  What  I  say  is,  that  the  technicalities  have 
been  availed  of  by  the  opponents  of  the  law. 

11781.  You  mean  that  they  have  raised  almost  every  conceivable  objection  ?— Yes. 

11782.  But  have  they  not  been  disposed  of  by  the  Supreme  Court?— -No. 

11783.  There  are,  at  all  events,  not  so  many  appeals  as  there  were  some  years 
ago  I — No. 

11784.  Who  is  enforcing  the  law  under  this  improved  condition  of  things? — So  feu: 
as  I  know,  private  parties  more  than  the  public  officers. 

William  T.  Howe. 
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11785.  And  they  are  not  afraid  to  assume  responsibility,  even  although  the  county 
seems  to  be  afraid  ? — Private  parties  have  to  put  their  hands  in  their  own  pockets. 

11786.  Would  it  not>be  better  for  the  people  of  the  county  generally,  as  repre- 
sented by  the  County  Council,  to  take  steps  to  coiforce  the  law  ? — Yes. 

11787.  Would  you  attribute  the  inaction  of  the  County  Council  to  public  apathy  ? 
—Yes,  more  or  less  ;  the  real  fact  is  the  people  are  scared  of  taxation. 

11788.  Increased  taxation  is  an  important  weapon  to  use  ? — Five  cents  is  more  out 
of  the  public  treasury  than  $5  out  of  the  private  pocket. 

11789.  Is  Stanley  a  town  or  village  ? — It  is  a  parish. 

11790.  What  is  the  name  of  the  village  ?— Stanley. 

11791.  What  is  the  population  of  the  village? — ^We  have  never  taken  a  census. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  village  would  not  niunber  more  than  100  or  150. 

11792.  Are  there  many  places  where  liquor  ia  sold? — There  are  two  suspected 
places,  but  I  would  not,  from  my  own  personal  knowledge,  say  whether  they  sell  liquor 
ornot. 

11793.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  operation  of  the  law  in  this  city? — I  have 
been  here,  more  or  less. 

11794.  How  is  it  enforced  here? — That  really  is  a  question  I  scarcely  know  how 
to  answer. 

11795.  Is  liquor  sold  here  ? — I  must  say  that  I  certainly  believe  it  is. 

11796.  Do  strangers  coming  to  the  town  find  any  difficulty  in  obtaining  it? — It 
depends  on  just  what  kind  of  a  man  he  is. 

11797.  Take  an  ordinary  traveller  :  would  he  have  much  difficulty  ? — If  that  man 
is  a  stranger  from  the  country,  who  has  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  a  little,  he  can 
get  it. 

11798.  How  many  places  were  there  in  Stanley  under  the  License  Act  where  liquor 
was  sold  ? — Do  you  mean  houses  that  had  town  licenses  ? 

11799.  How  many  places  were  legally  permitted  to  sell  liquor  under  the  license 
law  ? — In  the  village  of  Stanley  I  do  not  remember  at  any  time  of  more  than  two  who 
were  licensed,  but  I  know  personally  that  during  that  time  there  were,  right  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  village,  three  other  places  that  sold  it.  Out  in  the  surrounding  country 
there  were  at  least  four  or  five  houses,  the  majority  of  which,  I  am  sure,  were  not 
licensed. 

11800.  Those  outside  have  been  suppressed,  I  believe,  and  you  think  there  are  two 
places  still  where  liquor  is  sold  ? — There  are  two  places  where  I  have  reason  to  believe 
liquor  is  sold. 

11801.  Is  the  Scott  Act  better  enforced  in  the  rural  districts  than  in  villages,  towns 
and  cities  ? — I  think  it  is. 

11802.  You  have  stated  that  the  principal  difficulty  in  the  way  of  enforcement  of 
the  Act  is  the  fear  of  increased  taxation  on  the  county  ? — Yes,  that  is  the  great  difficulty. 

1 1803.  Would  it  be  well  if  the  Legislature  should  compel  the  County  Council  to  pro- 
vide money  for  the  payment  of  the  officials  ? — I  do  not  think  it  would  be  well  for  the 
Legislature  to  force  anything  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  County  Council. 

11804.  The  County  Council,  I  suppose,  are  elected  by  the  same  people  who  decide 
whether  the  Act  should  be  brought  into  force  ? — The  same  people. 

11805.  Do  you  think  the  people  who  were  willing  to  bring  the  Act  into  force  are 
unwilling  to  provide  money  to  enforce  it  ? — That  has  been  the  result  that  has  followed, 
so  far  as  I  can  see.  I  can  only  tell  you  the  feeling  of  the  County  Council  when  the 
question  came  up. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

11806.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  if  the  question  of  the  cost  of  enforcement 
were  put  to  the  people  directly,  you  think  they  would  vote  to  have  the  law  enforced  ? — 
Yes ;  if  the  question  was  submitted  outside  of  party  or  other  questions. 

11807.  But  if  it  were  mixed  up  with  other  questions  entering  into  municipal  elect- 
ions, what  would  be  the  result  ? — Other  questions  largely  affisct  the  result.  I  think  even 
in  York  County  the  repeal  of  the  first  prohibitory  law  was  very  largely  effected  by  the 
standing  and  popularity  of  the  candidate,  even  more  than  by  the  question  at  issue. 

21—39 


Digitized  by 


Google 


610  ROYAL  COMMISSION   ON   TH£   LIQUOR  TRAFFIC. 

1 1808.  In  regard  to  the  question  about  Stanley.  Do  you  think  the  sale  in  the  places 
in  Stanley  is  as  large  as  was  the  illicit  sale  under  the  old  license  system  I — No ;  cer- 
tainly it  would  not  be,  because  if  it  were,  there  would  not  be  an  improvement  in  Stanley. 

11809.  So  when  there  were  two  licenses  in  Stanley,  there  were  in  the  village  and 
parish  of  Stanley  two  or  three  times  as  many  illicit  places  as  are  suspected  to  now 
exist  ? — I  am  safe  in  saying  that. 

11810.  Was  there  any  interference  with  the  illicit  places  at  that  time?— No,  they 
were  not  interfered  with.  They  were  supplied  by  the  license  vendors.  The  licensed 
vendors  supplied  the  unlicensed  ones  with  liquor  very  largely,  and  they  sold  it 

11811.  The  two  parties  that  held  licenses  in  Stanley,  you  say,  really  supplied  the 
illicit  sellers  there  1 — Very  largely.  ' 

1 1812.  So  under  the  two  licenses  liqupr  was  sold  in  several  places  ? — I  do  not  think 
I  could  state  it  in  that  way. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

11813.  Did  the  licensed  people  have  to  pay  a  fee  for  selling  liquor  1 — I  presume  so. 

11814.  What  was  the  fee  ? — It  varied  more  or  less  ;  I  do  not  remember  exactly  what 
it  was. 

11815.  Did  the  same  people  who  kept  the  unlicensed  places  keep  the  Ucensed 
places  1 — No,  they  were  different  people  altogether. 

11816.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  licensed  places  sold  liquor  to  be  sold 
by  unlicensed  persons  ? — The  unlicensed  parties,  when  they  got  out  of  liquor,  went  to 
the  licensed  parties  and  bought  from  them  and  retailed  it. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

11817.  You  say  you  believe  if  a  direct  vote  were  taken  in  the  election  of  the  County 
Oouncil  the  only  issue  being  the  maintenance  of  the  Act,  the  temperance  men  would  be 
elected,  but  owing  to  other  issuers  coming  in,  you  get  a  divided  vote  ? — I  am  not  prepared 
to  say  that. 

11818.  If  the  people  were  favourable  to  a  County  Council  that  would  appoint  an 
Inspector  to  enforce  the  Act,  and  even  if  other  issues  were  introduced,  why  should  not  the 
temperance  candidate  be  elected  ? — People  when  it  comes  to  a  political  question  at  an 
election  use  the  patent  lever,  which  is  taxation.  When  the  temperance  question  is  brought 
up  it  is  mixed  with  other  issues,  and  the  parties  come  forward  and  say  :  The  parties  are 
pretty  evenly  divided,  and  we  are  personal  friends,  let  temperance  men  be  out  of  the 
question  and  not  be  considered,  and  it  will  be  a  pretty  even  fight  as  to  which  of  us  will 
be  elected.  But  let  the  question  come  up  in  another  way.  Here  is  a  man  who  is  a  tem- 
perance man,  but  he  is  going  to  tax  you  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Scott  Act.  When 
the  election  comes  forward  other  issues  are  introduced,  and  they  are  sufficient,  owing  to 
the  divided  state  of  public  opinion,  and  probably  owing  to. the  popularity  of  the  candi- 
date on  the  opposition  side,  to  turn  the  scale  in  favour  of  the  opponents  of  the  Act 

11819.  Then  the  dread  of  taxation  influences  a  sufficient  number  of  voters  to  return 
a  County  Council  not  in  favour  of  enforcing  the  Act  ? — I  think  so. 

11820.  Take  20  counties  in  this  province.  Suppose  10  adopt  the  Scott  Act  and  10 
reject  it,  do  you  think  it  would  be  right  that  the  10  that  reject  the  Act  should  have  to 
pay  for  the  maintenance  of  officials  to  enforce  the  Act  in  the  10  counties  where  it  was 
adopted  ? — I  shall  have  to  think  awhile  over  that  question.  Perhaps  if  you  look  at  it  from 
that  standpoint,  it  would  not  be  exactly  justice. 

1 1821.  Suppose  10  counties  in  this  province  adopt  the  Scott  Act,  and  the  Provincial 
or  the  Dominion  Government  appoint  officials,  do  you  think  it  would  be  right  that  the 
people  of  Quebec  or  Manitoba  should  be  called  upon  to  pay  for  the  enforcement  of  the 
Act  in  those  counties  in  this  province  that  adopted  it,  or  should  the  people  of  the  counties 
pay  for  the  enforcement  *? — I  think  the  cases  would  not  be  exactly  parallel  Where  a 
municipality  has  to  support  its  own  institutions,  of  course  a  majority  of  the  people  should 
rule  ;  but  if  you  come  to  ask  whether  Quebec  should  pay  for  New  Brunswick,  I  am  not 
prepared  to  say.  It  is  a  question  that  requires  a  great  deal  of  thought  and  considera- 
tion. 

William  T.  Howe. 
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11 822.  It  is  not  a  matter  of  policy,  but  is  a  practical  point.  It  has  been  put  forward 
that  if  the  Provincial  or  Dominion  Governments  appointed  the  officials  the  Act  would 
be  better  enforced ;  but  supposing  the  Act  were  so  amended  as  to  require  the  province  or 
Dominion  to  appoint  officials,  the  question  would  arise  as  to  who  should  pay  them. 
Supposing  they  were  appointed  by  either  of  those  bodies,  would  people  in  the  counties 
be  willing  to  pay  them  ? — The  ground  I  take  is  this,  that  if  the  officials  were  appointed 
by  the  provinces  or  by  the  Dominion,  they  could  enforce  the  Act  so  well"  as  to  make  it 
self-sustaining. 

11823.  How  self-sustaining  ? — Because  they  could  enforce  it  so  much  better  and 
with  so  much  less  difficulty  than  local  officers,  that,  while  at  present  they  could  not  secure 
convictions  enough  to  make  it  self-sustaining,  with  the  fines  collected  and  placed  at  their 
disposal,  it  would  be  very  largely  self-sustaining. 

11824.  In  other  words,  they  would  stamp  out  the  liquor  traffic? — No. 

11825.  Almost? — I  do  not  know  even  almost,  but  very  largely. 

11826.  Then  how  is  the  community  being  benefited,  if  the  trade  is  not  stamped 
out  ? — We  were  talking  from  a  financial  standpoint.  Under  present  circumstances  the 
local  officers  are  not  able  to  make  the  Act  a  financial  success,  but  it  is  my  opinion 
that  competent  officers  appointed,  entirely  independent  of  the  people  in  the  district 
where  they  are  working,  and  appointed  by  the  Dominion  Government,  could  make  it 
self -sus  tai  ning. 

1 1 827.  You  think,  therefore,  there  is  a  large  quantity  of  liquor  sold  in  your  own 
county  1 — I  do. 

11828.  You  think  there  is  enough  sold  to  produce  a  sufficient  amount  in  fines  to 
support  such  officers  if  they  were  appointed  ? — There  would  be  emough  convictions  to 
make  the  law  self-sustaining. 

11829.  And  therefore  a  large  amount  in  fines  would  be  collected? — I  think  so. 

11830.  Besides,  there  would  be  people  who  would  not  be  caught? — There  might  be. 

11831.  Then  there  must  be  a  good  deal  of  illicit  sale  going  on  ? — Yes. 

11832.  There  is  this  practical  difficulty,  that  if  those  officers  were  appointed  by 
the  Provincial  or  Dominion  Government  and  gave  all  their  time  to  the  work,  and  they 
did  it  so  eflFectually  that  they  stamped  out  the  traffic,  the  fines  from  which  they  were 
paid  would  cease,  and  the  men  themselves  would  either  have  to  enter  into  some  other 
employment  or  the  public  would  have  to  pay  them  ?  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Domin- 
ion or  Provincial  Government  appointed  officers,  but  required  counties  adopting  the  Act 
to  make  provision  for  their  payment,  would  that  not  be. the  most  effectual  method? — It 
would  perhaps  have  a  different  effect  on  temperance  legislation,  that  so  soon  as  it  was 
found  that  a  law  was  passed  compelling  a  County  Council  to  do  what  it  might  not  have 
an  inclination  to  do,  every  man  would  get  his  back  up  and  not  do  it. 

11833.  So  after  that  the  Scott  Act  would  be  repealed? — Even  that  would  have  a 
tendency  to  repeal  it. 

11834.  In  other  words,  the  pocket  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  whole  thing? — Partly 
that  and  partly  not. 

11835.  If  the  Dominion  appointed  the  officials  and  they  enforced  the  Scott  Act 
sufficiently  well  to  be  able  to  make  it  a  financial  success  and  pay  expenses,  would  it  not 
have  a  tendency  to  stop  the  sale,  and  accordingly  there  would  be  no  fines  coming  in, 
and  yet  the  officers  would  have  to  be  paid  ? — But  the  expenses  would  become  less  as  the 
violartions  became  less.  Besides,  I  believe  if  the  fact  were  once  established  that  Domin- 
ion officials  had  been  appointed  and  the  law  was  being  efficiently  carried  out,  almost 
every  Council  would  be  willing  to  sustain  the  law. 

11836.  By  their  taxation? — Yes,  after  it  had  been  proved  that  the  law  could  be 
enforced. 

1 1837.  Do  you  think  it  has  not  been  a  success  so  far  ? — I  say  it  has  been  a  financial 
success. 

11838.  It  has  not  been  successful  in  stamping  out  the  traffic? — No,  but  it  has 
stamped  oat  a  very  large  amount  of  it. 

11839.  A  good  many  people  who  were  licensed  are  out  of  it? — Yes,  a  very  large 
number. 

21— 3dJ 
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Rev.  FINLOW  ALEXANDER,  of  Fredericton,  Clerk  in  Holy  Orders,  on  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

11840.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Fredericton  ? — I  have  been  here  17  years. 

1 1841.  Are  you  engaged  in  active  ministerial  work  in  the  city  ? — Yes,  I  am  attached 
to  the  Cathedral. 

11842.  Have  you  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act? 
— I  have  had  very  little  opportunity  of  doing  so. 

11843.  You  do  not  know  whether  it  has  banished  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors 
as  beverages  % — I  could  not  say  for  certain.  I  have  heard  a  good  deal  about  the  Act.  I 
have  heard  that  it  has  been  the  means  of  establishing  a  good  many  illicit  places ;  but  1 
cannot  say  with  respect  to  the  Scott*  Act  whether  it  has  been  a  success  or  not. 

1 1844.  During  your  residence  in  Fredericton,  have  you  found  there  has  been  a 
growth  of  temperance  sentiment  in  the  community  ? — Decidedly. 

11845.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that  ? — To  divine  influence,  I  do  not  know  any- 
thing else. 

11846.  To  your  knowledge,  has  that  been  the  case  in  the  Province  as  a  whole?— I 
should  think  so,  as  far  as  I  know. 

11847.  Do  you  think  that  a  prohibitory  law  passed  for  the  whole  Dominion,  pro- 
hibiting the  manufacture,  sale  and  importation  of  intoxicating  liquors  for  beverages, 
would  have  a  beneficial  effect  ? — I  do  not  think  it  would. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod : 

11848.  Will  you  state  why  not  1 — I  think  it  would  arouse  a  great  deal  of  feeling  of 
an  opposite  kind.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  considered  a  righteous  law,  and  I  tlunk 
people  would  rebel  against  it. 

11849.  That  is  some  of  the  people  ? — A  large  proportion. 

11850.  Do  you  believe  that  if  public  sentiment,  by  an  expressed  strong  majority, 
were  in  favour  of  a  prohibitory  law,  in  that  case  it  would  have  a  bad  effect  1 — I  cannot 
consider  that  what  would  be  considered  an  unrighteous  law  would  have  a  good  effect 

11851.  Why  do  you  consider  it  unrighteous  ? — Because  it  is  a  law  which,  as  feir  as 
I  understand  it,  contravenes  the  law  of  God,  which  allows  the  temperate  use  of  liquor. 

11852.  Then  you  think  an  interference  with  the  drink  traffic  would  contravene  the 
law  of  God  ? — No,  I  do  not.  I  think  it  may  be  regulated,  so  as  not  to  be  uneven  in  its 
operation. 

11853.  How  would  you  regulate  it? — My  own  opinion  is  that  a  Government 
monopoly  would  be  a  good  way. 

11854.  Something  after  the  Grothenburg  system  ? — Yes. 

11855.  Did  you  receive  a  series  of  questions  from  the  Commission? — ^Yes. 

11856.  Have  you  answered  them?-— Not  yet. 

11857.  You  have  had  a  number  of  years'  experience  in  the  pastoral  office  and  work 
Have  you  observed  to  what  extent  the  drink  trade  and  the  drink  habit  may  be  regarded 
as  responsible  for  crime  and  poverty,  domestic  troubles,  neglect  of  wives  and  neglect  of 
children  ? — I  am  not  at  all  sure  that  the  drink  traffic  is  responsible  for  them.  My  ovn 
impression  is  that  before  a  man  sins  by  drink,  he  is  very  far  gone.  I  do  not  think  that 
drink  is  responsible  for  his  sin,  but  that  the  sin  leads  him  to  drink. 

11858.  You  think  the  sin  leads  him  to  drink  ? — I  think  so  in  many  cases. 

11859.  Do  you  think  that  in  many  of  these  cases  these  things  are  traceable  to  the 
drink  habit  ? — I  cannot  say  how  far. 

11860.  Do  you  understiand  that  the  drink  habit  and  the  drink  trade  are  in  anyway 
related  ?  Is  the  drink  trade  in  any  way  responsible  for  the  drink  habit,  or  is  the  drink 
habit  responsible  for  the  drink  trade  ? — I  cannot  answer  that. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

11861.  The  Church  of  England  has  temperance  organizations  in  connection  with 
its  work,  has  it  not  ? — ^Yes. 

1 1862.  And  it  inculcates  temperance  ? — Most  undoubtedly. 
Rev.  Finlow  Alexander. 
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MARTIN  LeMONT,  of  Fredericton,  merchant,  on  being  duly  sworr 
follows : — 

By  Jvdge  McDonald  : 

11863.  How  long  have  you  been  in  business  in  Fredericton  ? — As  a  c 
proprietor,  for  25  years. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod  : 

11864.  You  have  lived  in  Fredericton  all  your  life? — Yes. 

11865.  Do  you  remember  Fredericton  under  the  license  law? — Yes. 

11866.  And  you  know  it  under  the  Canada  Temperance  Act? — Yes. 

11867.  State  your  impressions  as  to  comparison  between  the  two? — ' 
is  a  marked  improvement  under  the  Canada  Temperance  Act. 

11868.  In  what  way? — In  regard  to  drunkenness,  especially  as  we  s( 
boy  and  young  man  I  saw  a  great  deal  more  drunkenness  than  I  do  at  the 

11869.  And  you  attribute  the  less  drunkenness  to  the  Canada  Ten 
somewhat,  do  you  ?-^I  do  to  a  large  extent. 

11870.  You  do  not  ignore  the  fact  that  there  has  been  great  moral  a^ 
that  religious  influences  have  been  at  work  ? — Of  course,  that  has  had  a  go 
with  it. 

11871.  Do  you  understand  that  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  expresse 
•fche  stronger  temperance  sentiment  which  has  been  created  by  the  moral 
influences  ? — That  would  be  my  opinion. 

1 1872.  Is  the  law  enforced  ? — Not  as  well  as  I  would  like  to  see  it,  but  i 
I  have  never  seen  any  open  violations  of  the  law  since  it  came  into  force. 

11873.  You  never  saw  any  open  sale? — Never. 

11874.  You  did  under  the  license  system? — Certainly,  all  along  the  fi 

11875.  Do  you  think  that  whatever  sale  there  is  is  secret,  and  that  it 
to  the  sale  being  open? — Very  much  I  think. 

11876.  For  what  reason  ? — lam  very  much  opposed  to  the  liquor  1 
think  the  influence  on  the  young  growing  up  is  very  much  better  thai 
liquor  traffic  licensed,  and  we  see  nothing  along  the  street.  We  do  not  se( 
though  I  believe  it  is  sold,  but  I  could  not  say  positively  that  liquor  is  sold 
ton. 

11877.  Do  you  believe  the  law  is  an  educator  ? — I  do. 

11878.  Do  you  think  there  was  illicit  sale  under  the  old  license  law  as 
Jost  as  I  said  now.  It  was  said  then  that  more  people  w^  selling  wit 
than  with.  I  believe  it  was  so,  but  I  do  not  kncJw  from  experieuce.  I 
teetotaller  all  my  life. 

11879.  Some  business  men  state  that  the  drink  habit  by  lessening 
power  of  the  people  lessens  their  purchasing  power ;  that  the  drinker  then 
money  to  spend,  and  mis-spends  what  he  has,  and  buys  less  for  his  family, 
dry  goods,  furniture,  crockery  and  so  forth,  than  he  otherwise  would.  Dc 
that  to  be  true  ? — I  believe  that  to  be  true. 

11880.  Have  you  found  that  men  who  are  addicted  to  excessive  drir 
liable  to  pay  debts  ?  Are  you  a  little  chary  of  them  ? — I  would  be  much  n 
trust  a  poor  man  if  I  knew  he  was  a  sober  man  than  if  he  was  drinking.  M 
has  been  that  I  have  had  more  trouble  with  the  poor  man  who  drinks  tl 
poor  man  who  is  sober. 

11881.  Of  course  you  have  customers  who  drink  and  pay  in  time? — C 
pay  their  bills. 

11882.  But  if  a  man  has  the  drink  habit,  though  he  does  not  dri 
often,  has  he  less  to  spend  for  comforts  and  necessaries  and  the  like  ? — Cerl 

11883.  Do  you  think  a  national  prohibitory  law,  well  enforced,  would 
or  a  bad  effect  upon  the  business  of  the  community  at  large  ? — I  think  it  v 
'^©ry  good  effect. 
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11884.  What  do  you  think  of  the  idea  s 
brewers  and  distillers  in  the  event  of  the  prohi 
liquor  ? — I  would  be  opposed  to  it. 

11885.  On  what  grounds? — They  have  gone 
other  business,  and  have  to  take  their  chances, 
the  liquor  business  as  different  from  any  other  1 
business  which  is  not  granted  to  others.  The  bi 
and  understand  that  prohibition  may  come  ;  and 
have  these  facts  in  view,  I  do  not  see  as  a  count 
thing. 

11886.  You  are  an  importer? — Yes. 

11887.  You  import  goods  on  which  you  pay 

11888.  If  at  the  end  of  this  year  you  in 
duty,  and  next  year  Parliament  removes  the  d 
reimburse  you,  or  is  it  a  business  venture? — It  is 

11889.  And  a  man  in  a  brewery  or  a  distilU 
business  men  ? — Yes. 

1 1890.  'Would  the  capital  lie  idle  ?— No ;  th 
for  the  employment  of  capital. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

11891.  Do  you  know  as  a  fact  that  the  Pa 
duty  under  such  circumstances  ? — I  never  receive 

11892.  Is  it  a  fact  ?— I  never  heard  of  it, 

11893.  Has  there  been  any  improvement  in 
— A  marked  improvement. 

1 1894.  Is  that  due  to  the  Scott  Act  ?— Part 

11895.  Is  the  evidence  of  less  drinking  gene 
and  the  drinking  has  grown  less. 

11896.  Has  that  been  confined  to  the  places 
do  not  know  that  it  has. 

11897.  It  has  been  general  through  the  com 
drinking  habit  is  growing  less. 

11898.  Do  you  think  the  law  could  be  bett€ 
is  ? — I  think  so.  I  think  there  is  a  strong  grour 
ment. 

11899.  Is  the  Council  standing  in  the  way  < 
not  say  where  the  difficulty  is,  but  I  think  it  mi^ 

11900.  Is  it  due  to  ^e  legal  difficulties  whi 
to  them.  * 

11901.  Is  it  now  ? — Yes  ;  there  is  a  very  in 
CJouncil  now,  which  is  in  the  way  of  the  enforceu 

11902.  Would  it  be  more  efficiently  enforcei 
city  ? — It  would  depend  upon  circumstances. 

11903.  What  circumstances? — Whether  the 
case  in  mind  where  an  Inspector  might  be  appou 
well  as  at  the  present  time. 

11904.  Do  you  think  liquor  is  sold  here  at  t 

11905.  What  is  the  effect  on  this  communit 
law  on  the  statute-book  which  is  persistently  vio 
in  the  same  way. 

11906.  Do  you  think  every  other  law  is  as  i 
Probably  not. 

11907.  Do  you  think  the  appointment  of  D( 
ment  ? — Really,  that  is  a  matter  I  would  not  lik< 

11908.  Would  you  say  whether  provincial  < 
not  thought  enough  on  that  to  give  an  opinion. 

Martin  LeMont. 
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11909.  Do  70U  think  that  a  prohibitory  law  could  be  efficiently  enforced  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  public  opinion  ? — I  think  if  the  whole  province  were  under  prohibition,  it 
could  be  carried  out  successfully  ;  not  that  the  sale  of  liquor  would  be  entirely  stopped, 
for  I  do  not  think  any  law  could  do  that,  but  I  do  not  consider  the  Scott  Act  has  been 
a  failure  in  Fredericton.  I  did  not  expect  it  was  going  to  stop  the  sale  of  liquor 
entirely.  I  think  it  has  been  a  success,  though  not  the  success  I  would  like  it  to  have 
been. 

11910.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  prohibitory  law  in  Maine  ? — No. 


JOHN  A.  MORRISON,  Jun.,  of  Fredericton,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed 
as  follows  : — 

By  Jvdge  McDonald : 

11911.  What  is  your  occupation  or  calling? — Manager  of  a  lumbering  business. 

11912.  Where  is  this  carried  on  1 — In  Fredericton  and  the  United  States. 

11913.  How  long  have  you  been  engaged  in  it  ? — Sixteen  years. 

11914.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Fredericton? — Thirty-two  years. 

11915.  Have  you  had  occasion  to  observe  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  in  Fred- 
ericton ? — I  have. 

11916.  Have  you  observed  the  effect  of  it? — A  perfect  farce. 

By  Mr.  Clarke: 

11917.  How  many  men  are  employed  in  your  mill  ? — One  hundred. 

11918.  Have  you  had  much  difficulty  with  these  men  on  account  of  their  drinking 
habits?— Very  little. 

11919.  Have  you  many  who  drink  ? — Ninety-five  drink  and  five  do  not. 

11920.  Do  the  men  who  drink  lose  time  ? — No. 

11921.  Would  you  keep  them  if  they  did  ? — No.  We  have  found  more  loss  of  time 
by  men  not  having  proper  diet  than  by  drink. 

11922.  Why  do  you  consider  the  Scott  Act  a  farce  ? — It  has  not  stopped  drinking ; 
it  may  have  reduced  beer  drinking,  but  it  has  increased  whiskey  drinking. 

11923.  Do  you  think  the  hotels  and  other  places  sell  liquor? — I  think  there  are 
places  in  town  that  sell  liquor. 

11924.  Are  the  police  as  vigilant  as  can  be  expected  ? — I  think  so. 

11925.  What  is  the  reason  the  law  is  not  enforced  ? — The  people  are  not  in  favour 
of  It. 

11926.  But  the  people  do  not  vote  against  it  ? — There  are  lots  of  people  who  vote 
for  the  Scott  Act  who  drink, 

11927.  You  have  had  experience  in  Maine  ? — Yes;  we  lumber  there, 

11928.  There  is  a  prohibitory  law  in  force  there  ? — Yes,  I  believe  so  ;  but  I  never 
saw  it  enforced. 

11929.  Is  not  the  Act  enforced? — You  can  always  get  a  drink  in  Bangor. 

11930.  Have  you  had  experience  in  any  other  places  in  the  State  ? — Yes,  in  Holton, 
Calais,  Portland,  St.  Francis  and  other  places. 

11931.  And  there  is  no  prohibition  there? — Not  that  I  saw.  A  man  received 
three  Winchester  bullets  in  him  last  winter  for  trying  to  enforce  it  in  St.  Francis. 

11932.  Was  that  an  officer?— Yes,  the  Deputy  Marshal. 

11933.  Was  it  evident  that  the  sentiment  of  the  people  was  not  in  favour  of  it  ? — 
They  who  shot  him  were  against  it. 

11934.  But  this  law  has  been  submitted  to  the  people  and  they  reaffirmed  it  by 
50,000  or  60,000  majority  ?— They  are  like  our  Scott  Act  people.  They  vote  for  pro- 
hibition, but  they  drink, 

11935.  How  many  places  do  you  think  there  are  in  this  city  where  liquor  is  sold? 
— About  15. 
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11936.  How  many  were  there  under  the  License  Act? — The  laat  year  there  were 
20. 

11937.  Would  you  favour  a  stringent  license  law  in  preference  to  the  present  law! 
— I  would.  / 

11938.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  better  for  your  men? — I  do. 

11939.  And  the  community  generally  1 — I  do. 

11940.  Do  you  think  this  Act  has  a  beneficial  influence  on  the  morals  of  the  com- 
munity ? — I  think  not. 

11941.  Do  you  think  it  is  beneficial  to  the  young  men  to  see  this  constant  violation 
of  the  law  1 — I  think  it  is  harmful  to  the  young  men. 

11942.  Are  you  in  favour  of  high  license  ? — Yes. 

1 1 943.  Do  you  think  the  licensees  would  aid  the  authorities  in  suppressing  the 
illicit  places  ? — I  do  not  know,  but  I  would  be  in  favour  of  high  license.  We  did  not 
have  anything  like  as  much  drinking  among  our  men  under  the  license  law  as  we  have 
to-day,  because  there  is  so  much  home  drinking. 

1 1 944.  You  have  no  trouble  on  account  of  the  drinking  habits  of  your  men  ?— Very 
little.  We  have  a  case  once  in  a  while,  but  it  is  not  often,  though  our  men  nearly  all 
drink  ;  there  are  no  restrictions  put  on  that. 

11945.  You  do  not  demand  that  they  shall  abstain  from  the  use  of  liquor?— We 
never  think' of  such  a  thing. 

11946.  Has  drunkenness  increased  of  late  years  ? — I  do  not  think  it  has  increased 
or  decreased. 

11947.  Has  the  population  increased  ? — Very  little. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod: 

11948.  Why  do  you  prefer  a  high  license  ? — I  think  we  would  get  better  liquor  for 
one  thing. 

11949.  There  is  a  diflference  in  the  quality  of  the  liquor? — I  think  so. 

11950.  Is  there  some  adulteration  of  liquor? — I  think  some  is  home  manufactured. 

11951.  Is  that  more  injurious  than  the  other? — Yes,  I  should  think  it  would  be. 

11952.  For  what  other  reason  would  you  prefer  a  high  license? — I  think  you  could 
enforce  the  law  better.  Under  the  old  license  law  if  a  young  man  drank  to  excess,  a 
family  could  go  round  to  the  dens  and  publish  him.  I  never  saw  a  boy  from  ten  to 
fifteen  years  old  drink  under  the  license  law,  but  I  have  seen  lots  of  them  under  the 
Scott  Act. 

11953.  You  think  the  boys  did  not  drink  under  the  license  law  and  do  under  the 
Scott  Act  ?— I  do. 

11954.  Do  you  think  the  licensees  did  not  sell  to  minors  at  all? — They  might,  but 
not  to  a  boy  ten,  or  twelve,  or  fourteen  years  old. 

11955.  Do  you  suppose  the  ninety-five  men  you  speak  of  would  drink  more  or  less 
than  they  do  if  there  were  licensed  places  ? — I  think  if  there  were  a  high  license  they 
would  not  drink  so  much,  because  now  they  bring  a  bottle  home,  especially  for  Sunday. 

11956.  If  there  were  licensed  places  in  the  vicinity  of  the  mill,  would  they  drink 
more  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

11957.  You  think  they  would  drink  less  if  they  could  get  it  nearer  than  they  do 
now  ? — I  think  so. 

11958.  You  did  not  answer  the  question  whether  they  sold  liquor  in  the  hotels  t— 
I  did  not.     You  have  the  same  privilege  that  I  have  to  find  that  out. 

Judge  McDONALD. — That  is  a  very  improper  way  of  answering  ;  that  is  very 
flippant.  This  is  Her  Majesty's  Commission,  and  questions  must  not  be  answered  in 
that  way.  The  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  must  receive  the  respect  which  is  due  to  the  Com- 
mission. 

WITNESS. — I  did  not  intend  any  disrespect,  but  I  say  he  has  the  same  opportu- 
nity as  I  have. 

Judge  McDONALD. — That  is  not  an  answer  to  the  question. 

WITNESS. — I  decline  to  answer  the  question. 
John  A.  Morrison,  Junr, 
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By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

11959.  What  percentage  lose  any  time  by  drinking  ? — I  do  not  know. 

11960.  How  much  time  do  they  lose  ? — ^Very  little. 

11961.  You  ^  spoke  about  drinking  in  Maine.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the 
condition  of  things  in  Maine  in  the  more  rural  districts,  not  in  cities,  and  along  the 
border  ? — They  drink  in  all  the  rural  districts. 

1 1962.  You  spoke  of  a  man  being  shot  for  attempting  to  enforce  the  law  ? — Yes. 

11963.  Who  shot  hun?— George  Nadon. 

11964.  Was  he  an  offender  against  the  law  1 — Yes. 

11965.  Is  that  the  class  of  men  who  are  against  prohibition  in  Maine? — Men  of 
George  Nadon's  type?  No. 

11966.  Did  the  people  of  Maine  approve  of  that  mode  of  resisting  the  enforcement 
of  the  law  ? — No,  they  did  not ;  I  only  spoke  of  that  as  my  experience  of  the  liquor 
traffic  there. 

11967.  Do  you  think  it  is  the  Scott  Act  that  makes  your  men  drink? — No. 

11968.  They  would  drink  without  the  Scott  Act?— Yes. 

11969.  They  drink  not  because  of  the  Scott  Act,  but  in  spite  of  it  ? — Yes,  and  they 
would  under  prohibition,  I  believe. 

11970.  Do  you  think  it  is  bad  for  them  to  drink  ? — No,  if  they  drink  in  moderation. 

11971.  Is  it  bad  for  them  to  lose  time? — Yes. 

11972.  They  lose  wages?— Yes. 

11973.  Does  it  interfere  with  your  work  ?-— Not  much. 

11974.  Would  it  in  some  degree? — In  some  it  would. 

11975.  Would  they  lose  more  time  if  the  facilities  for  drinking  were  near  at  hand 
and  made  attractive  to  them  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  they  would  drink  as  much. 

11976.  If  there  were  a  licensed  place  close  there,  would  they  drink  more? — No,  I 
do  not  think  they  would  drink  as  much.  They  would  take  a  drink  instead  of  a  bottle 
full. 

By  Jxidge  McDonald : 

11977.  How  many  years  have  yqu  been  here  ? — Sixteen. 

11978.  Has  there  been  any  change  in  the  number  of  lumbering  men  who  come 
here  ? — A  great  deal.     There  are  not  nearly  as  many  men  now. 

11979.  There  is  not  so  much  lumber  floated? — No. 

11980.  Do  you  know  the  Counties  of  York,  Queen's  and  Sunbury  ? — I  know  the  law 
is  violated  in  Sunbury.     It  is  a  farce,  as  much  as  in  tfiis  city. 

11981.  Do  you  know  anything  of  Queen's? — No. 

11982.  Anything  about  York,  outside  of  the  city? — Not  a  great  deal,  but  I  know 
the  law  is  violated. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

11983.  Do  you  think,  from  your  experience,  that  a  general  measure  prohibiting  the 
manufacture  and  importation  as  well  as  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor  in  the  whole  Do- 
minion, could  be  operated  ? — I  do  not. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod  : 

11984.  You  have  a  large  number  of  men  in  the  woods  in  the  winter  ? — Yes. 

11985.  How  many  ?— 300. 

11986.  Are  they  far  in  the  woods  or  in  the  vicinity  of  towns  or  villages? — They 
are  away  in  the  woods. 

11987.  Is  there  any  liquor  there  ? — No.     Sometimes  it  is  smuggled  in  the  teams. 

11988.  Do  you  attempt  to  prevent  liquor  going  in  ? — No. 

11989.  Do  you  encourage  it  going  in? — No. 

11990.  Have  you  found  any  injurious  effects  on  the  men  when  it  is  smuggled  in? — 
I  have  never  found  it,  though  I  have  heard  of  some  injurious  effects. 

11991.  Has  any  considerable  amount  been  smuggled  into  your  camps  ? — No. 

11992.  Do  you  think  if  the  drink  sale  were  established  in  your  camps,  it  would 
make  any  difference  to  your  men  ? — I  think  they  might  eat  more. 
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11993.  It  would  sharpen  up  their  appetites? — ^Yes. 

11994.  Would  it  improve  their  skill? — They  might  take  less  medicine. 

11995.  Do  you  think  it  would  interfere  with  their  work? — I  do  not.  Of  course, 
if  you  have  300  men,  and  a  tavern  near,  they  might  get  under  the  influence  of  liquor. 

1 1996.  Take  that  number  of  men,  some  of  them  more  disposed  to  drink  than  others : 
do  you  think  it  would  be  a  benefit  to  your  operations  and  to  the  men  to  have 
a  tavern  there  ? — I  do  not  things  it  would  hurt  me  much. 

1 1997.  And  would  it  be  a  benefit  to  them  ? — I  do  not  think  it  would  hurt  theln. 

11998.  Would  they  have  less  wages  to  bring  home  ? — Yes,  they  might. 

1 1999.  Would  that  afifect  their  families  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

1 2000.  If  they  come  to  Grand  Falls  or  Edmundston,  where  there  is  drink  side,  do 
many  of  them  spend  much  time  in  what  they  call  a  spring  spree  ? — Not  many,  but  some 
do.     I  think  4  or  5  men  out  of  350  who  came  down  the  river. 

12001.  You  do  not  regard  that  as  good  for  them  ? — It  is  not  our  business. 

12002.  You  do  not  regard  it  as  good  ? — If  I  could  take  the  money  away  from  them, 
and  keep  it,  I  would. 

12003.  They  would  go  home  with  their  money  ? — It  is  generally  single  men  who  do 
that. 

12004.  Have  you  found  in  the  last  few  years  much  change  in  the  drinking  habits  of 
men  who  work  in  the  woods  ? — I  think  they  drink  as  much  as  ever  they  did. 

12005.  And  you  think  the  multiplication  of  the  places  would  not  increase  their 
drinking  ? — I  do  not. 

12006.  And  the  reduction  would  not  reduce  it  ? — I  do  not. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

12007.  Has  the  sale  of  patent  medicines  increased  much  in  this  province,  of  late 
years  ? — I  think  so.  I  know  we  sell  more  out  of  our  mill  store  and  more  in  the  woods 
every  year. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod  : 

12008.  Is  it  because  the  patent  medicines  take  the  place  of  beverages,  that  they 
are  taking  them  ? — I  think  many  who  take  Johnston's  Linimeht  would  rather  take 
whisky  in  the  woods.     They  do  not  feel  right  and  they  take  Johnston's  Liniment. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

12009.  Do  you  think  the  whisky  does  as  much  harm  as  Johnston's  Linimwitl— I 
think  the  whisky  would  do  them  more  good. 


HERMAN  H.  PITTS,  of  Fredericton,  newspaper  publisher,  on  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  as  follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

12010.  How  long  have  you  been  a  resident  of  Fredericton? — All  ray  lifetime. 

12011.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  publishing   business? — Twelve  or  fifteen 
years  publishing  a  newspaper. 

12012.  What  is  the  name  of  the  paper? — The  Reporter. 

12013.  Have  you  had  any  opportunity  of  observing  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act 
in  Fredericton  ? — I  have. 

12014.  How  has  it  operated? — I  have  found  a  great  difference  as  compared  with 
the  License  Act  we  had  previously. 

12015.  Do  you  think  there  is  less  liquor  sold? — Very  much  less. 

12016.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  liquor  sold? — Yes,  there  is. 

12017.  Can  you  say  where  the  places  are  where  it  is  sold  ? — No,  except  from  hearsay. 
John  A.  Morrison,  junr. 
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12018.  And  you  cannot  say  whether  large  quantiti^  are  sold? — Judging  from  my 
opportunities  as  a  newspaper  man,  there  is  much  less  drinking  than  before. 

12019.  And  less  drunkenness  ? — Much  less. 

12020.  Do  you  think  the  police  enforce  the  law  ? — Not  as  they  reasonably  might. 

12021.  You  think  they  could  do  better? — If,  as  was  stated  here  to-day,  there  are 
six  places  were  liquor  is  openly  sold,  the  police  could  ferret  them  out. 

12022.  Your  observation  of  the  operation  of  the  law  of  Fredericton  is  favourable? 
Yes,  I  base  it  on  practical  results. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod: 

12023.  What  was  the  state  of  things  under  the  old  license  system? — At  that 
time  I  was  clerking  near  Regent  street,  which  was  a  great  resort  then  for  the  lumber- 
men who  came  down  the  river.  Nearly  every  other  place  on  Regent  street  was  a  rum 
tavern,  and  most  of  them  were  unlicensed,  and  along  the  principal  streets  there  were 
twenty  of  those  taverns.  The  best  business  stands  were  occupied  by  the  drink  traffic, 
while  now  they  are  occupied  by  grocery,  drygoods  stores,  and  so  on. 

1 2024.  When  there  were  so  many  licensed  places  and  unlicensed  places  at  the  same 
time,  what  was  the  condition  of  things  among  the  lumbermen  and  others  ? — ^The  con- 
dition of  things  was  that  this  being  the  headquarters  then  for  paying  off  the  lumbermen, 
they  went  into  brothels  on  Regent  street  and  spent  their  money.  The  lumbermen 
went  into  the  lower  part  of  the  town,  where  the  low  groggeries  were  kept. 

12025.  Was  there  much  drunkenness? — While  you  might  notice  one  under  the 
Scott  Act  being  taken  to  jail,  it  was  common  to  see  two  or  three,  five  or  six,  eight  or 
ten  being  taken  to  jail  under  the  License  Act.  People  took  it  for  granted,  and  did  not 
pay  so  much  attention  to  it  as  they  do  now,  because  now  people  think  drinking  should 
be  prohibited  under  the  Act. 

12026.  What  do  you  think  as  between  the  Scott  Act  and  a  high  license  law  ? — I 
think  the  Scott  Act  is  preferable  to  any  high  license  law.  I  am  rather  strongly  opposed 
to  license.  I  do  not  believe  in  licensing  a  traffic  that  even  a  Commission  is  pleased  to 
say  is  a  disadvantage  to  the  community.  ^ 

12027.  Do  you  think  genei'al  prohibition  would  work  better  than  the  present  pro- 
hibition under  the  Scott  Act  ? — Judging  from  the  way  the  Scott  Act  was  adopted. 
When  the  Scott  Act  was  adopted,  the  argument  was  that  it  would  be  the  same  as 
prohibition ;  it  was  thorough  local  option. 

12028.  That  was  in  the  first  election? — Yes,  and  we  carried  that  by  a  very  large 
majority ;  but  when  the  technicalities  came  up,  and  people  were  selling,  they  discouraged 
the  temperance  people,  and  they  said  :  This  is  not  the  prohibition  we  expected.  After- 
wards the  majority  of  the  temperance,  people  was  not  so  large  in  favour  of  the  Act. 

12029.  So  you  think  if  there  was  total  prohibition,  the  people  would  be  more 
favourable  to  it,  and  it  would  be  easier  of  enforcement  ? — I  think  if  a  vote  was  taken 
to-day,  two  thirds  of  the  people  of  Fredericton  would  vote  for  it,  and  eight-tenths  in  the 
county  of  York.  From  travelling  around,  looking  after  the  interests  of  my  paper,  I 
have  had  experience  of  the  whole  county,  and  except  Stanley,  where  there  are  one  or 
two  places,  and  the  other  side  of  the  river,  where  some  parties  who  were  driven  out  of 
Fredericton,  went  across  the  bridge  and  sold,  there  are  no  places  in  X  ork  County. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

1 2030.  Did  you  hear  the  statement  of  Captain  Howe  as  to  the  financial  difficulty 
he  found  in  his  county  ? — I  did.  I  have  attended  as  a  reporter  all  the  meetings  of  the 
County  Council,  and  have  had  experience  of  the  difficulties  he  refers  to. 

12031.  Do  the  members  of  the  County  Council  reflect  the  feeling  of  the  people 
generally  as  to  the  appointment  of  an  Inspector  ? — No,  not  in  that,  but  the  election  never 
turns  in  the  county  on  the  question  of  temperance. 

12032.  Is  that  not  an  important  issue  ? — It  is  the  object  of  councillors  not  to  make 
that  an  issue. 

12033.  How  do  you  account  for  that  ?  If  there  is  a  strong  temperance  sentiment 
in  the  county,  would  they  not  be  likely  to  have  the  support  and  assistance  of  the  tempe- 
rance people  and  would  not  the  appointment  of  an  Inspector  to  enforce  the  Scott  Act 
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be  a  proper  pledge  to  make  ? — Yes,  but  municipal  matters  are  not  so  interesting  in  the 
county  as  Provincial  or  Dominion  matters. 

12034.  But  the  Scott  Act  is  a  municipal  matter? — Not  now,  because  there  is  little 
disposition  to  violate  the  law  outside  of  the  City,  and  they  are  quite  temperate  through- 
out the  whole  county.     What  little  is  got  is  got  in  town  and  carried  out. 

12035.  Will  the  criminal  returns  bear  out  that  statement  ? — I  think  when  the 
Magistrate  comes  you  will  find  they  do. 

12036.  And  how  about  the  rural  parts  of  the  other  counties? — I  think  it  is  gener- 
ally conceded  that  the  Scott  Act  is  a  complete  success  in  the  rural  districts. 

12037.  But  what  is  it  in  the  towns  and  cities  ? — It  is  a  partial  success,  and  it  depends 
on  the  energy  and  enthusiasm  put  into  it  by  the  officials. 

12038.  If  public  opinion  is  at  the  back  of  the  officials  will  that  enthusiasm  be  put 
in  ? — Public  opinion,  as'  shown  in  the  majority  vote,  is  at  the  back  of  the  officials, 
but  there  are  complications  and  circumstances  which  surround  the  matter  and  affect  it 
to  such  an  .extent  that  the  officials  do  not  put  the  amount  of  energy  into  that  we  would 
like  to  see. 

12039.  The  legal  difficulties  are  pretty  well  cleared  away  now  ? — I  think  so. 

1 2040.  The  matter  of  expensive  litigation  cannot  be  as  important  and  prominent 
now  as  it  was  some  years  ago.  Why  do  not  parties  here  enforce  the  Act  more  vigorous- 
ly 1 — The  very  point  which  is  most  important  to  the  temperance  people  is  now  hung  up 
by  the  Courts.  All  cases  brought  under  a  first  or  a  second  offence  can  be  and  are  dealt 
with,  but  they  cannot  go  further  than  the  Police  Magistrate.  The  question  now  is  whether 
there  may  be  another  offence,  and  that  question  is  before  the  Privy  Council,  and  the 
temperance  people  cannot  enforce  that  now. 

12041.  If  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  is  sustained,  will  that  be  another  ob- 
stacle less  ? — I  think  so. 

'  12042.  Can  you  suggest  any  changes  in  the  law  which  would  improve  it  ? — I  think 
it  should  be  looked  after  by  Dominion  officials.  The  Dominion  Government  get  the 
revenue  from  drink  and  should  appoint  the  officials.  That  is  my  idea  of  where  the  money 
should  come  from. 

12043.  The  Dominion  Government  have  nothing  to  do  with  putting  the  Act  in 
force ;  that  is  voluntary  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  the  community  ? — That  is  so. 

12044.  If  the  receipts  fell  short  of  the  expenses  where  the  Scott  Act  has  been  locally 
adopted,  should  the  people  of  the  country  generally  be  called  upon  to  support  it  ? — ^I  think 
so ;  but  I  am  in  favour  of  a  general  prohibitory  law. 

12045.  But  under  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  think  the  people  will  supply  the  expense  if 
if  they  have  an  opportunity  to  decide  it,  but  I  am  in  favour  of  the  appointment  of  a  Do- 
minion official. 

12046.  What  stands  in  the  way  of  the  people  having  an  opportunity  to  appoint  an 
official  1  I  understood  you  to  say  that  they  will  not  take  enough  interest  in  municipal 
elections  to  have  an  officer  appointed  ? — There  are  local  issues  that  come  up. 

12047.  How  would  you  suggest  that  they  should  vote  1 — I  would  suggest  that  they 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  voting  straight  on  the  question  without  any  hampering  of 
local  issues. 

12048.  And  an  amendment  to  that  effect  would  be  a  good  thing? — Yes. 

1 2049.  Are  all  the  lumbermen  paid  off  in  Ii'redericton  now  ? — No. 

1 2050.  Where  are  they  paid  1 — I  think  where  the  drives  come  out,  but  I  am  not 
positive. 

12051.  I  understood  you  to  say  a  great  deal  of  this  drunkenness  in  Regent  street 
and  other  streets  was  after  the  lumbermen  got  their  pay  1 — Yes. 

12052.  Is  the  decrease  there  in  drunkenness  due  to  the  less  ntunber  of  lumbermen? 
— Perhaps,  to  some  extent. 

12053.  Are  as  many  lumbermen  paid  off  here  now  as  when  that  state  of  affisdrs  you 
depicted  existed  ? — No. 

1 2054.  Is  the  decrease  in  drunkenness  due  to  that  ? — Not  to  that  extent.  One 
effect  of  the  Temperance  Act  is  that  it  does  away  with  treating.  It  does  away  al- 
together with  the  treating  habit,  though  it  may  increase  the  flask  habit. 

Herman  H.  Pitts. 
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12055.  A  man  would  rather  buy  a  bottle  and  take  it  out  1 — Yes,  rather  than  have 
a  friend  implicated  in  it. 

12056.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  better  to  have  a  prohibitory  law  passed  ? — I  do, 
from  our  experience  of  the  adoption  of  the  Scott  Act  at  first.  A  prohibitory  law  would 
be  carried. 

12057.  But  would  it  be  enforced? — Yes,  because  there  would  be  the  incentive  to 
enforce  it ;  and  the  temptations  under  a  local  option  law,  where  we  are  surrounded  by 
people  anxious  to  push  their  liquor  trs^e,  would  be  removed. 

12058.  Would  you  favour  granting  compensation  to  brewers  and  distillers,  if  a  pro- 
hibitory law  was  enacted  ? — I  would  not.  It  stands  on  a  different  footing  from  a  perfectly 
legitimate  business,  and  the  man  who  goes  into  it  takes  his  risk. 

12059.  What  is  the  difference? — No  man  would  invest  his  money  in  liquor  busi- 
ness, knowing  he  was  going  to  get  the  same  percentage  of  profit  as  he  would  in  a  cot^n 
mill  or  in  ordinary  business,  but  he  knows  that  with  a  small  capital  he  can  get  300  or 
400  per  cent  profit  out  of  it. 

12060.  That  would  be  a  justification  to  the  Dominion  Glover nment  not  to  compen- 
sate these  men? — I  say  there  is  a  large  profit,  but  the  business  is  of  such  a  kind  that 
Parliament  should  not  recognize  it. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

12061.  You  think  there  is  little  or  no  selling  in  the  county  outside  the  city  ? — Yes. 

12062.  Captain  Howe  said  he  thought  a  Dominion  official  appointed  out  there 
would  get  so  many  convictions  that  it  would  pay  the  expense  of  the  official.  You  think 
he  is  mistaken  ? — I  think  if  the  official  were  appointed,  the  very  knowledge  that  he  was 
appointed  would  close  down  the  traffic. 

1 2063.  You  said  there  was  virtually  no  liquor  selling  in  the  county  ? — Very  little. 

1 2064.  He  says  the  fines  would  bring  such  a  handsome  revenue  as  to  pay  the 
official  ? — I  think  Captain  Howe  would  have  the  best  idea  of  Stanley,  and  I  would  of 
the  county  generally.  Besides,  I  think  when  you  appoint  a  Dominion  official  the 
revenue  from  fines  would  cease,  because  one  or  two  fines  would  close  it  all  out. 

12065.  He  could  not  have  been  referring  to  Stanley  only,  because  the  fines  from  one 
or  two  men  there  would  not  pay  this  official  ? — I  think  he  forgets  that,  as  soon  as  the 
Dominion  official  was  appointed,  the  fines  would  stop. 

1 2066.  Then  what  would  become  of  the  official  ? — He  would  have  to  be  paid  from 
some  other  source. 

12067.  Wotdd  you  pay  him  for  doing  nothing  ? — It  would  be  better  to  pay  him  for 
doing  nothing  than  not  to  have  him. 

12068.  Would  you  have  him  paid  by  the  municipality  or  by  the  Dominion? — I 
think  it  would  be  well  to  pay  the  man  under  the  Scott  Act  by  the  municipality. 

The  Commission  adjourned. 
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FREDERICTON,  August  15th,  1892. 
The  Royal  Commission  met  this  day  at  10  a. m.,  Judge  McDonald  presiding. 

Present : 
Mr.  E.  F.  Clarke.  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod.  Mr.  G.  A.  Gigault. 


JAMES  ALFRED  VANWART,  of  Fredericton,  barrister,  on  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  as  follows  : — 

By  Jvdge  McDonald  : 

12069.  How  long  have  you  been  practising  in  Fredericton  ? — Neariy  nineteen  years. 

12070.  All  that  time  in  the  city  ?— Yes. 

12071.  Have  you  had  anything  to  do  with  the  Scott  Act  in  any  way,  professionallj 
or  otherwise  ? — I  assisted  to  bring  it  in  force,  and  I  have  been  engaged  at  different  timee 
prosecuting  and  at  times  defending  since. 

12072.  You  have  had  then  opportunities,  in  the  course  of  your  professional  career, 
of  observing  its  operation  ? — Yes. 

12073.  And  also  as  a  citizen  ? — I  think  so. 

12074.  The  Commission  will  be  very  glad  to  hear,  first,  whether  you  can  make  any 
suggestions  as  to  amendments  to  the  Act  to  make  it  more  effectual  ?— Do  you  mean  in 
regard  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act  or  its  machinery  1 

12075.  In  regard  to  making  the  Act  more  workable,  and  as  to  whether  you  have 
noticed  defects  in  the  machinery  that  could  be  remedied  ? — The  prosecutions  are  con- 
ducted under  the  general  Summary  Convictions  Act,  which  is  applicable  to  all  summaiy 
convictions.  In  my  opinion  the  machinery  is  very  simple  indeed.  Persons  with  any 
experience  ought  to  be  able  to  get  convictions  so  far  as  the  law  is  concerned.  The  only 
question  is  that  of  evidence ;  but  if  the 'evidence  is  forthcoming,  there  should  be  no 
trouble  in  getting  convictions.     I  have  never  found  any. 

1 2076.  So  nothing  strikes  you  to  suggest  in  the  way  of  change  I — No. 

Bj/  Mr,  Clarke  : 

12077.  How  is  the  Act  operating  in  the  city  ? — My  opinion  could  only  be  based  on 
my  observation  of  the  streets  and  information  I  might  gather  in  the  way  of  conversation. 
I  know  nothing  of  the  sale  of  liquor  personally,  neither  before  nor  since  the  adoption  d 
the  Scott  Act. 

Bj/  Judge  McDonald  : 

12078.  Are  you  a  total  abstainer  ? — Yes. 
By  Mr.  Clarke : 

12079.  What  is  your  opinion  in  regard  to  the  operation  of  the  Act  from  yourobser 
vation  ? — From  my  observation  in  the  city,  drunkenness  in  the  public  streets  has 
decreased  ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  not  so  much  due  to  the  Scott  Act  as  it  is  to  tiie 
changed  condition  of  society.  Up  to  the  time  just  before  the  coming  into  force  of  the 
Act  here,  there  was  a  very  much  greater  floating  population  than  there  is  now,  and  a 
large  percentage  of  them  were  victims  of  the  drinking  habit,  ^rticularly  the  lumbermen. 
During  two  or  three  months  we  had  a  great  deal  of  drunkenness  here.     It  seemed  that 

James  Alfred  Vanwart. 
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the  central  point  for  this  was  Regent  street.  Of  late  years,  since  a  change  has  ta^en 
place  in  the  driving  of  lumber  on  the  river  and  the  means  of  getting  out  of  the  city 
quickly  has  improved,  this  class  has  ceased  to  come  here  to  any  large  extent  or  remain 
any  length  of  time.  That  has  had  a  large  e£fect,  in  my  judgment,  in  reducing  drunken- 
ness on  the  streets.  Among  the  citizens  themselves  I  think  there  has  been  some 
decrease,  but  not  to  a  very  large  extent.  The  drinking  habits  of  the  people  have  not 
decreased,  that  is  of  the  citizens  proper,  so  much  as  people  think ;  still  there  has  been  a 
decrease. 

12080.  Is  there  any  more  drinking  in  the  family  by  people  who  do  not  desire  to 
break  the  Act,  bringing  in  liquor  from  places  where  the  Scott  Act  is  not  in  force  1 — 
Any  opinion  on  that  matter  would  be  only  one  obtained  from  conversation.  I  have  not 
been  in  the  houses  and  have  not  seen  it. 

12081.  What  is  your  opinion  as  regards  the  county? — I  could  have  no  opinion  ex- 
cept as  regards  York  and  Sunbury. 

12082.  How  is  the  condition  there? — As  regards  the  Act  in  York,  there  has  been 
little  or  no  prosecution  under  it. 

1 2083.  Is  it  because  there  are  no  violations  of  it  ? — I  will  not  say  that,  but  I  think 
the  number  of  selling  places  has  to  a  very  great  extent  decreased,  and  that  is,  in  my 
judgment,  attributable  to  this  reason  :  heretofore  the  mode  of  communication  through- 
out the  county  was  almost  exclusively  by  stage,  and  the  public  were  accommodated  by 
wayside  inns  and  stopping-places,  where  liquor  was  sold.  With  the  increased  railway 
accommodation  these  lines  of  travel  are  practically  abandoned,  and  the  travelling  public, 
of  course,  no  longer  obtain  liquor  there.  Again,  there  is  another  element :  the  increased 
temperance  sentiment  of  the  people  has  contributed  to  the  result.  I  should  say  that, 
excepting  one  or  two  localities  in  the  county,  the  Act  has  had  little  effect,  as  an  Act, 
in  diminishing  the  drinking  habits  of  the  people.  That  is  due  to  education  and  the 
changed  condition ;  but  I  think  the  Act  has  been  useful  in  strengthening  and  backing 
up  public  sentiment  by  making  it  illegal  to  sell  liquor.  It  has  had  a  good  effect  in  that 
way  ;  but  in  regard  to  diminishing  the  drinking  habits,  it,  as  a  law,  hJsis  not  done  much. 

12084.  Do  you  consider  that  the  delegalization  of  the  traffic  has  rendered  the  traffic 
not  only  illegal  but  disreputable  1 — We  did  not  consider  it  so ;  the  traffic  is  not  legal  now. 

12085.  Taking  the  composition  of  the  Council  for  the  present  year,  is  there  a 
majority  of  the  Council  in  favour  cf  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act? — In  regard  to 
the  Council  for  the  present  year,  I  am  not  prepared  to  speak.  Generally  speaking,  the 
Council  is  composed  of  friends  of  temperance  very  largely,  but  I  think  the  difficulty  about 
the  Council  has  been  the  question  of  taxation. 

12086.  Is  that  the  only  diffictdty  in  the  way  of  the  appointment  of  an  officer  to 
devote  his  whole  time  to  the  enforcement  of  the  law  ?— In  my  judgment,  the  appointment 
of  an  officer  to  devote  his  whole  time  to  the  enforcement  of  the  law  would  not  help  mat- 
ters very  much. 

1 2087.  Would  it  help  in  any  degree  ? — It  is  not  a  mere  opinion,  but  it  is  a  conclu- 
sion drawn  from  what  I  have  seen  and  known  of  the  operations  of  the  Act  under  an 
Inspector  who  was  appointed  for  a  time  in  York.  I  conducted  the  prosecutions  for  him, 
and  I  think  such  an  appointment  would  be  of  very  doubtful  advantage ;  it  may  be  a 
small,  but  certainly  not  a  very  great  advantage. 

12088.  Are  the  present  means  as  effective  as  they  can  possibly  be  made  for  suppress- 
ing the  <«ale  ? — I  think  the  law  is  all  that  one  can  reasonably  ask,  and  it  can  be  worked 
oat  ^thout  any  trouble. 

12089.  Is  the  Act  flagrantly  disregarded  in  this  city? — It  is  a  mere  matter  of 
opinion.  I  know  there  are  violations,  because  there  are  prosecutions ;  but  my  experi- 
ence has  been  that  if  you  talk  with  persons  opposed  to  the  Scott  Act  you  will  probably 
get  an  exaggerated  view  as  to  drinking  in  the  city,  and  if  you  talk  with  persons  who 
have  very  strong  temperance  sentiments  and  are  very  much  in  favour  of  the  Act,  you 
get  a  pretty  biassed  opinion  the  other  way.  Thus  you  will  get  the  extremes,  but  I  have 
no  personal  opinion  of  the  matter. 

12090*  Is  there  much  perjury  in  these  prosecutions? — I  cannot  know  of  perjury 
bmng  committed.  Personally  I  would  not  put  a  witness  on  the  stand  if  I  thought  he 
would  tell  an  untruth,  or  if  in  the  course  of  his  examination  I  thought  other  people 
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believed  he  was  perjuring  himself.  But  if  I  am  allowed  to  form  an  opinion  on  what  I 
have  seen,  I  think  the  percentage  of  cases  of  perjury  in  prosecutions  under  the  Scott 
Act  is  no  larger  than  it  is  in  the  ordinary  administration  of  justice. 

12091.  It  is  not  difficult,  then,  to  get  convictions  because  of  the  disinclination  of 
witnesses  to  tell  the  truth  in  Scott  Act  cases  ? — I  will  not  say  it  is  more  difficult  to  get 
convictions,  for  there  are  prosecutions  for  bribery  at  elections.  I  do  not  know  of  any 
law  on  the  statute-book  to  be  compared  with  the  Scott  Act  as  regards  enforcement  In 
enforcing  the  Act,  the  interested  parties,  as  a  rule,  are  not  the  parties  who  are  prose- 
cuting ;  whenever  they  are,  there  is  no  trouble  in  getting  a  conviction,  because  the 
evidence  is  given  straightforwardly.  The  difficulty  in  getting  evidence  is  in  securing 
witnesses  who  either  know  of  or  participated  in  the  sale. 

12092.  Would  the  condition  of  things  be  any  better  if  the  city  were  under  the 
prohibitory  clauses  of  the  Provincial  License  Act  1 — Probably.  I  would  not  be  a  very 
good  witness  to  express  an  opinion,  because  I  am  opposed  to  licenses. 

12093.  Under  the  prohibitory  clauses,  would  there  be  any  more  vigorous  attempt 
made  to  compel  those  who  deal  in  liquor  to  observe  thd  provisions  of  the  Provincial 
License  Law  than  there  is  to  compel  them  to  observe  the  provisions  of  the  Canada 
Temperance  Act  ? — My  answer  would  be  simply  a  guess ;  I  do  not  know. 

1 2094.  You  are  opposed  to  license  altogether  1  Would  you  prefer  matters  remaining 
as  they  are  ? — I  believe  the  temperance  sentiment  would  resist  any  backward  step  in  the 
way  of  legislation,  as  stoutly  as  people  persist  in  opposing  the  enforcement  of  the 
present  law. 

12095.  Do  you  believe  the  people  of  the  Dominion  are  ripe  for  a  prohibitory  law, 
a  law  prohibiting  the  manufacture,  importation  and  sale  of  liquor? — My  opinion  would 
not  be  based  on  any  knowledge,  except  such  as  I  have  gathered  from  reading. 

12096.  Would  the  appointment  of  Inspectors  or  officials  by  the  Dominion  Govern- 
ment be  an  improvement  1 — I  do  not  think  so. 

12097.  Or  by  the  Provincial  Government? — I  do  not  think  so. 

12098.  Are  there  any  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  appointment  of  an  Inspector  by 
the  ratepayers  of  each  county  where  the  Act  is  now  in  force  ? — Not  as  I  understand  the 
law  ;  the  governing  body  can  make  the  appointment. 

12099.  The  difficulty  is  not  so  great  in  enforcing  the  law  now  as  it  was  some  yeare 
ago,  when  legal  objections  were  raised  to  the  Act  1 — I  have  never  been  able  to  see  why 
there  is  so  much  importance  attached  by  the  public  to  these  objections  being  raised, 
because,  in  the  great  majority  of  cases,  they  were  simply  objections  arising  out  of  the 
cases  themselves.  The  same  objections  that  have  been  raised  in  one  case  have  been 
defeated  in  another,  the  lawyer  having^the  case  in  charge  availing  himself  of  the  points 
raised ;  but,  as  regards  any  general  obstruction  of  the  law  or  the  prevention  of  its 
enforcement,  I  have  never  seen  it  in  these  cases. 

12100.  It  would  be  impossible  to  prevent  the  same  objection  being  raised  or  the 
same  legal  points  being  taken  ? — If  I  may  be  allowed  to  state  my  judgment  as  to  the 
defects  in  the  law,  I  say  there  are  two  defects.  First,  the  authorities  are  clothed  with 
power  to  enforce  the  Act,  but  they  have  no  knowlege  of  the  law  themselves.  They  may 
be  intelligent  and  fair-minded  men,  but  they  have  not  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  law 
to  enable  them  to  look  after  the  cases.  The  second  objection  is,  that  many  persons  are 
employed  to  prosecute  who  either  do  not  know  what  is  actually  necessary  to  secure,  or 
are  careless  in  obtaining  convictions,  regardless  as  to  whether  they  will  stand  fire  after- 
wards or  not.  But  any  person  who  carefully  looks  into  the  law,  can  get  convictions 
under  the  Scott  Act. 

12101.  Can  you  suggest  any  amendments  to  the  Act  in  the  shape  of  appointment 
of  officials  to  carry  out  the  Act ;  would  you  favour  the  appointment  of  special  officers, 
barristers,  to  prosecute?  I  may  mention  to  you  that  we  have  had  certain  officers 
appointed  in  counties  in  Ontario  ? — I  have  seen  excellent  prosecutions  conducted  in  the 
Police  Court  before  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  by  the  police  officers,  resulting  in  the 
defendant  having  to  pay  ftnes. 

12102.  Would  the  adoption  of  an  amendment  which  would  make  it  discretionary 
with  the  Justices  or  Magistrates  to  either  fine  or  imprison  for  any  ofifence,  be  an  ad- 
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vantage  ? — They  have  that  discretion  in  regard  to  the  first  and  second  offence  now. 
The  penalty  for  the  first  offence  is  $50  fine  or  three  months'  imprisonment,  and  for  the 
second  offence,  $100  fine  or  three  months'  imprisonment,  and  for  the  third  offence,  two 
months'  imprisonment. 

12103.  You  say  there  is  discretion  resting  with  the  Magistrates  now? — Yes,  for  a 
first  or  second  offence  they  can  imprison,  as  well  as  for  the  third  offence. 

12104.  Have  you  any  further  suggestions  to  offer? — Not  unless  you  undertake  to 
change  the  whole  Confederation  Act. 

12105.  Would  you  favour  a  prohibitory  law  for  the  whole  Dominion? — I  would,  if 
I  believed  the  country  was  ripe  for  prohibition ;  but  1  think  it  would  be  most  disastrous 
to  pass  such  a  measure  unless  public  sentiment  was  sufficiently  strong  to  enforce  it,  be- 
cause any  law  passed  and  not  enforced,  but  violated  without  compunction,  is  bad  for 
the  community. 

12106.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  operation  of  the  prohibitory  law  in  the 
State  of  Maine  ? — I  have  travelled  somewhat  in  Maine,  and  from  my  observation  people 
always  seemed  to  be  able  to  get  all  the  liquor  they  want.  I  have  seen  it  sold  as  openly 
there  as  in  Fredericton  under  a  license  law,  but  it  is  only  occasionally. 

12107.  You  have  seen  it  sold  as  openly  in  Maine  as  here  under  a  license  law? — 
Yes.     At  hotels  I  have  seen  people  drinking  it  and  I  have  seen  it  brought  to  their  rooms. 

12108.  Is  permission  given  to  citizens  to  bring  in  liquor  from  outside  for  their 
family  use? — I  could. not  say. 

By  Mr.  Oigault : 

12109.  From  common  report,  what  is  the  number  of  places  where  liquor  is  sold  in 
this  town  ? — From  common  report,  I  should  say  probably  about  20. 

12110.  Is  there  any  canteen  where  liquor  is  sold  ? — It  is  so  reported,  but  I  do  not 
know.  I  understand  there  is  one  in  connection  with  the  military  department,  but  I  do 
not  know  it. 

12111.  Do  you  know  any  law  violated  in  Fredericton  as  openly  as  is  the  Scott  Act? 
— Yes,  I  think  there  is  one  violated  more  openly. 

12112.  Which  one? — The  law  against  bribery  and  corruption  at  elections. 

12113.  How  is  the  Scott  Act  enforced  in  the  County  of  Sunbury  ? — I  should  think 
probably  there  have  not  been  since  the  law  was  adopted,  on  an  average,  to  speak  within 
limits,  two  prosecutions  in  a  year.  In  places  where  liquor  was  formerly  sold  openly,  no 
doubt  liquor  can  be  obtained  now,  but  from  all  I  have  heard  of  the  county,  it  is  a  very 
temperate  county,  and  there  are  very  few  places  where  liquor  is  sold.  The  Act  at  all 
events  limits  the  sale. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

12114.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  machinery  of  the  Scott  Act  is  very  simple? 
— I  think  so. 

12115.  Can  you  say  what  kind  of  difficulties  arise  in  enforcing  it? — Mistakes  in 
the  prosecutions.     I  never  had  a  conviction  under  the  Scott  Act  set  aside. 

12116.  The  mistakes  have  not  been  that  the  offences  have  not  been  proven? — I  do 
not  call  that  a  mistake.     If  there  is  no  evidence  that  is  not  the  fault  of  any  one. 

12117.  Do  you  refer  to  irregularities  and  informalities  ? — To  matters  affecting  sub- 
stance or  jurisdiction. 

12118.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  that  has  been  true  of  the  majority  of  the  cases  that  have 
been  defeated  or  delayed  ? — I  receive  a  great  many  cases  in  which  I  have  to  support  the 
Scott  Act/  in  different  parts  of  the  province.  The  cases  I  have  defended  and  set  aside 
have  been  on  the  ground  of  defect,  not  in  the  law  but  in  the  prosecution,  mistakes  in 
the  prosecution.  That  is  my  judgment  in  regard  to  nearly  every  case.  Some  cases  have 
been  set  aside  on  the  ground  of  the  unconstitutionality  of  the  law.  That  objection! 
would  not  apply  now. 

12119.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  are  quite  clear  that  there  is  less  drinking, 
somewhat  less  drinking  and  less  drink  selling  than  under  license.  Do  you  attribute 
anything  of  that  to  the  Act  ? — I  do  not  think  I  have  said  that. 
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12120.  Do  you  say  there  is  less  drinking  now  1 — I  said  there  were  less  persons  seen 
on  the  streets  drunk. 

12121.  Not  less  drinking  1 — I  do  not  say  that. 

12122.  Do  you  think  there  is  less  drinking  than  there  was  under  a  Ucense  law?— 
My  opinion  has  changed  a  great  many  times  one  way  and  another — sometimes  I  think 
there  is  and  sometimes  I  think  there  is  not.  I  do  not  know  whether  there  is  or  not 
Any  opinion  I  could  give  would  be  based  exclusively  on  the  appearance  of  the  public 
streets,  or  in  connection  with  information  obtained  from  some  other  person. 

12123.  You  have  no  means  of  knowing  whether  drunkenness  is  increasing  or  not! 
— I  do  not  know. 

12124.  Do  you  think  there  is  less  drink  sale  under  the  Scott  Act  than  there  was 
under  the  License  Act  ? — In  the  city  ? 

12125.  Yes?— I  think  so. 

12126.  You  think  under  the  Scott  Act  there  is  less  sale  of  drink  than  there  was 
under  the  license  law  ? — I  do  not  say  it  that  way.  I  think  there  is  less  drinking  in 
Fredericton  than  there  was  before  the  Scott  Act  came  into  force,  but  how  much  is  due 
to  the  changed  condition  of  the  city,  I  would  not  be  prepared  to  say. 

12127.  Is  the  lessened  sale  of  drink  attributable  in  any  degree  to  the  operation  of 
the  Scott  Act  ? — In  my  judgment,  to  some  extent  it  is. 

12128.  About  to  what  extent,  or  could  you  not  form  an  opinion? — I  could  not  form 
an  opinion ;  I  have  no  data  on  which  to  base  an  intelligent  opinion. 

12129.  You  remember  Fredericton  under  the  license  system  ? — Very  welL 

12130.  You  know  Fredericton  under  the  Scott  Act? — I  do. 

12131.  Can  you  compare  the  condition  of  things  under  the  license  system  with  the 
condition  under  the  Scott  Act,  and  say  whether  there  has  been  any  change  and  whether 
that  has  been  good  or  bad  ? — I  think  during  the  last  1 4  years  there  has  been  a  change 
in  the  city.  How  much  of  this  is  due  to  the  increased  temperance  sentiment  or  to  the 
dying  out  of  a  great  many  persons  who  were  in  the  habit  of  drinking  and  to  other 
changed  conditions  in  the  country,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say.  In  my  judgment,  I  may 
be  wrong,  I  think  that  the  change  in  temperance  sentiment  is  due  almost  exclusively  to 
young  men  growing  up  with  temperance  ideas  and  habits,  and  to  the  passing  away  of 
older  persons  who  were  accustomed  to  drink,  and  not  so  much  to  the  law  as  a  law.  At 
the  same  time  I  think  the  law  is  beneficial  in  strengthening  and  backing  up  temperance 
sentiment,  and  as  an  educator. 

12132.  Does  the  law  help  moral  teaching  and  strengthen  the  temperance  sentiment 
among  young  people  ? — I  have  always  thought  so. 

12133.  You  think  if  the  law  were  repealed,  you  would  not  be  favourable  to  license? 
— I  am  not  favourable  to  licensing  any  wrong.  I  believe  the  sale  of  liquor  is  wrong, 
and  therefore  I  would  not  support  a  license  law. 

12134.  Do  you  think  that,  if  the  law  were  repealed,  there  would  be  less  strength 
of  temperance  sentiment  than  now  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

12135.  Do  you  think  if  a  license  law  were  in  operation  for  a  number  of  years  it 
would  have  the  effect  of  weakening  the  temperance  sentiment,  as  you  beUeve  the  Scott 
Act  has  strengthened  the  temperance  sentiment  ? — I  do  not  think  it  would  have  any 
effect  on  grown-up  persons,  but  as  regards  the  effect  on  the  rising  generation,  my  judg- 
ment would  be,  after  having  seen  the  Scott  Act  in  operation  in  the  city,  that  it  would 
be  harder  to  inculcate  temperance  principles  into  the  young  than  it  would  be  under  a 
law  prohibiting  the  sale  of  liquor. 

12136.  That  is  to  say  that  the  legalization  of  the  traffic  would  have  an  effect  on  the 
young  people  in  their  attitude  towards  the  drink  trade  and  in  their  opinions  about 
drink,  as  the  Scott  Act  has  an  effect  in  strengthening  temperance  sentiment  by  del^- 
alizing  the  trade  ? — I  think  it  would,  but  I  do  not  think  it  would  to  any  like  extent  to 
which  some  people  believe. 

•  12137.  To  some  extent  ? — To  some  extent. 

12138.  Do  you  think  there  is  open  sale  of  liquor  in  Fredericton? — If  you  mean  by 
that  expression,  that  you  can  walk  along  the  street  and  see  it,  no ;  but  that  it  is  open  to 
any  person  to  go  in  and  see  what  is  going  on,  I  say,  yes. 
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12139.  But  that  is  not  from  your  own  knowledge? — No.  I  do  not  visit  those 
places  on  business  or  any  other  way. 

12140.  You  have  mentioned  one  law  that  is  as  openly  or  more  openly  violated 
than  it  is  alleged  the  Scott  Act  is,  the  law  against  bribery  and  corruption  at  elections. 
Do  you  think  because  of  the  flagrant  violation  of  that  law,  it  would  be  well  to  repeal  it  ? 
— I  would  not  care  to  express  an  opinion  about  that ;  I  have  a  very  strong  opinion,  but 
I  would  rather  not  express  it. 

12141.  You  have  expressed  yourself  in  favour  of  the  Scott  Act.  As  public  senti- 
ment now  exists,  do  you  think  prohibition  would  be  better  than  the  Scott  Act,  say  in 
Fredericton  ? — I  do  not  think  a  bit. 

12142.  If  a  prohibitory  law,  touching  the  manufacture,  importation  as  well 
as  the  sale,  were  enacted,  do  you  think  that  difficulties  similar  to  those  which  have 
arisen  under  the  Scott  Act  would  arise  in  prosecutions  under  a  prohibitory  law  1 — If 
they  changed  the  wording  of  the  Act  and  made  it  different  to  what  it  is  now,  difficulties 
would  arise. 

12143.  You  think  ingenious  counsel  would  be  likely  to  find  some  difficulties  ? — 
They  generally  find  some  hole. 

12144.  If  public  sentiment  were  sufficiently  strong  to  warrant  the  enactment  of  a 
prohibitory  law,  do  you  believe  that  a  general  prohibitory  law  would  be  of  benefit  to  the 
business,  social  and  moral  interests  of  the  country  ? — How  far  it  would  affect  business, 
I  would  not  be  prepared  to  say  ;  from  the  other  stand-point  I  should  say,  yes. 
There  is  a  great  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  effect  of  a  prohibitory  law  on  business. 

12145.  About  the  canteen  :  you  said  you  know  nothing  about  it  yourself,  but  you 
understood  there  was  a  canteen  1 — ^Yes,  I  understand  so. 

12146.  Do  you  think  that  the  sale  of  drink  in  that  canteen  is  a  violation  of  the 
Scott  Act  ? — That  is  a  question  I  would  rather  be  paid  for  giving  an  opinion  on. 

12147.  That  is  whether  the  Infantry  School  of  this  city,  has,  tinder  the  law, 
the  right  to  sell  liquor  at  its  canteen  ? — If  the  Commission  say  I  must  answer  the 
question,  I  will  do  so  ;  but  I  will  not,  unless  I  am  pressed. 

12148.  Do  you  think  the  vote  polled  at  the  last  Scott  Act  election  was  a  fairly 
good  vote  ? — I  was  not  in  Fredericton  at  the  time,  and  I  do  not  know  what  the  vote 
was.      If  I  had  the  figures,  I  could  give  you  my  judgment  on  it. 

12149.  Do  you  believe  the  temperance  sentiment  in  Fredericton  is,  in  the  main, 
in  favour  of  the  enforcement  of   the  law  ? — I  cannot  answer  that  by  "  yes  "  or  "  no." 

12150.  Will  you  please  answer  the  question  ? — I  think  the  sentiment  of  the  people 
is  in  favour  of  the  enforcement  of  the  law  as  regards  fines  or  alternative  imprisonment, 
but  my  judgment  is  that  the  sentiment  of  the  citizens  is  against  the  enforcement  of  the 
law  by  imprisonment  without  the  alternative  of   a  fine. 

12151.  In  case  of  first  offence,  the  Police  Magistrate  imprisons  only  when  the  fine 
is  not  paid  ? — Yes. 

12152.  But  there  is  not  an  alternative  in  cases  of  third  offences  and  subsequent 
offences  ? — No. 

12153.  You  think  public  sentiment  is  not  in  favour  of  imprisonment  without  the 
alternative  of  fine  ? — Yes. 

12154.  On  what  do  you  base  that  judgment? — I  base  it  largely  on  conversation 
with  persons  who,  I  have  every  reason  to  believe,  supp  )rt  the  Scott  Act,  and  who  say 
they  do  so.  It  is  not  based  in  any  way  whatever  on  the  opinions  of  those  who  support 
the  liquor  interest  or  are  opposed  to  the  Scott  Act,  but  it  is  based  on  conversations 
with  temperance  people  and  a  great  many  supporters  of  the  Act,  and  they  say  that. 

12155.  In  some  places  we  have  had  an  expression  of  opinion  quite  strongljrto  the 
effect,  as  regards  one  witness  at  least,  that  the  Act  or  rather  the  penalties  under  the 
Act  are  not  sufficiently  severe  ? — I  am  not  giving  you  my  view,  for  you  are  asking  for 
the  sentiment  of  the  town.     I  did  not  give  you  my  idea. 

12156.  Do  you  think  the  enforcement  of  any  Act  generally  is  contingent  on  public 
sentiment  ? — The  successful  enforcement  of  any  law  is  dependent  on  public  sentiment, 
almost  wholly,  to  be  effectual. 

12157.  You  believe  from  conversations  you  have  had  with  temperance  people  and 
others,  that  the  sentiment  of  temperance  people  is  in  favour  of  the  Act  and  in  favour 
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of  its  enforcement,  aside  from  the  objection  about  the  severity  of  the  penalties  1— It  is 
a  pretty  hard  matter  to  judge  public  sentiment  on  a  question  of  that  kind.  At  a  cer- 
tain time  the  public  mind  appears  to  be  strongly  in  favour  of  the  enforcement  of  the 
Act,  but  a  year  rolls  round  and  a  great  many  people  who  voted  for  the  Act  become 
.  lukewarm  about  its  enforcement,  and  public  opinion  changes  when  the  excitement 
ceases.  At  the  same  time,  temperance  people  generally  keep  on  working  for  the 
enforcement  of  the  law,  while  there  is  a  strong  feeling  among  others  against  its 
enforcement,  but  the  controlling  vote  of  the  city  will  be  found  to  be  in  that  lukewarm 
state. 

12158.  Speaking  about  the  enthusiasm  aroused  in  the  contest,  is  that  not  true  of 
almost  every  campaign  on  every  question  ? — Yes. 

12159.  Do  you  think  that  this  indifference  has  been  caused  in  any  degree  by 
delays  that  have  occurred  in  prosecutions  by  reason  of  appeals  ;  do  you  think  a  feeling 
of  discouragement  came  over  any  portion  of  the  people  that  made  them  indiflferent! 
— I  do  not  know  about  that ;  but  if  you  say  that  appeals  of  themselves  have  had  the 
effect  of  discouraging  the  people,  I  do  not  know  why  it  should  be  so,  because  for  years 
there  has  been  nothing  in  the  way  of  obtaining  convictions. 

12160.  Does  it  not  have  an  effect  on  the  people  when  prosecutions  are  blocked,  as 
they  express  it,  and  they  think  it  is  no  use  trying  further ;  is  not  public  courage  rather 

.  weakened  in  that  way  ?  Do  you  think  that  has  any  effect  on  public  sentiment  as  regards 
the  enforcement  ? — As  regards  the  enforcement  of  the  law  by  the  regular  police  authori- 
ties, it  has  no  effect  whatever.  It  has  no  deterring  effect  on  the  police  authorities,  who 
will  go  on  the  same  as  ever.  But  you  spoke  about  the  effect  on  the  outside  public  :  no 
doubt  if  there  is  delay  it  has  a  different  effect  on  them.  The  machinery  of  the  law  is, 
however,  ample  to  enforce  the  Act  and  secure  convictions. 

12161.  Do  you  think  that  the  change  in  public  sentiment  is  due  to  any  extent  to 
delays  in  the  prosecutions? — The  officials  have  been  proceeding  with  prosecutions 
during  all  these  years,  whether  any  efforts  have  been  made  by  outside  parties  or  not. 

12162.  Do  you  know  if  at  the  time  when  public  sentiment  was  exceedingly  strong, 
the  police  were  more  energetic  ? — I  have  heard  that  asserted,  but  in  my  judgment  it  is 
not  correct. 

12163.  How  do  you  account  for  the  varying  activity  of  the  police  in  regard  to  the 
enforcement  of  the  law  ? — Outside  of  the  efforts  made  independent  of  the  police,  I  do  not 
think  it  has  been  very  varying. 

12164.  You  thuik  the  police  made  persistent  effort? — It  has  been  about  normal. 

12165.  You  think  the  police  effort  has  been  unvarying? — I  will  not  say  unvarying. 

12166.  But  the  same  one  month  as  another  ? — One  year  as  another. 

12167.  You  think  that  sometimes  private  citizens  have  manifested  a  greater  interest, 
and  then  the  enforcement  has  been  with  a  little  more  diligence  ? — Not  on  the  part  of  the 
police  officers. 

12168.  Entirely  on  the  part  of  the  people? — There  were  those  extra  prosecutions 
going  on. 

12169.  Have  citizens  not  made  complaints  for  the  most  part  through  the  police!— 
I  do  not  call  that  police  effort.  If  a  person  goes  to  the  police  and  gives  the  name 
of  a  person  selling  liquor  and  furnishes  the  witnesses  required,  that  woidd  not  be  police 
effort. 

12170.  You  say  the  efficient  enforcement  of  any  law  is  dependent  on  the  public 
sentiment  ? — That  is  my  judgment. 

12171.  Do  you  mean  that  officials  do  not  as  a  rule  enforce  laws  unless  pubhc  senti- 
ment is  strongly  in  favour  of  them  ? — I  do  not  think  there  is  much  difference.  If  there 
are  violations,  the  police  prosecute  the  parties. 

12172.  How  about  public  sentiment  when  it  is  not  strongly  in  favour  of  prosecut 
ing  ? — If  there  are  violations,  the  police  prosecute.  I  do  not  know  how  they  could  escape 
doing  so. 

1 2173.  So  if  public  sentiment  were  not  strongly  in  favour  of  a  given  law,  they  would 
not  seek  for  violations,  but  if  violations  came  under  their  notice,  they  would  prosecute  ? 
— I  will  not  say  that.     I  think  the  police  charged  with  the  enforcement  of  the  law  are 

James  Alfred  Vanwart. 


Digitized  by 

\ 


Google 


MINUTES   OP   EVIDENCE,    NEW   BRUNSWICK.  629 

as  diligent  in  enforcing  the  Scott  Act  as  any  other   law.     I  am  speaking  now  of  what  I 
know  in  Fredericton. 

12174.  And  yet  when  public  sentiment  is  aroused  (it  is  assumed  that  public  senti- 
ment prevails  at  the  time,  and  expresses  itself)  there  are  more  prosecutions  instituted  by 
citizens,  but  not  more  by  the  police? — When  I  say  the  enforcement  of  any  law 
depends  upon  the  sentiment  of  the  public,  I  mean  this  :  That  if  a  wrong  is  recognized 
by  the  public  as  a  wrong,  no  man  hesitates  to  prosecute  ;  but  until  public  senti- 
ment recognizes  that,  I  do  not  think  the  law  is  backed  up  by  a  suflSciently  strong  senti- 
ment to  secure  its  enforcement.  If  an  assault  is  committed  in  the  street,  no  man  would 
hesitate  to  go  to  court  to  give  his  evidence.  In  Scott  Act  cases  there  are  persons  who 
are  supposed  to  be  warm  supporters  of  the  Act — I  know  this  from  ray  observation  and 
information  obtained  in  conducting  prosecutions  in  Fredericton — who  are  loud  in  talk- 
ing about  the  Scott  Act,  who  speak  on  public  platforms  and  give  secret  inf  on  nation  to 
the  police  officers,  but  who  will  not  have  their  names  mixed  up  with  any  prosecutions, 
stating  that  such  would  hurt  their  business  or  giving  some  other  excuse.  That  is  not 
a  proper  sentiment  to  enforce  the  law,  and  that  prevails  in  Fredericton. 

12175.  If  that  feeling  prevails  to  any  extent  it  has  a  weakening  effect,  you  think? 
—Yes. 

12176.  Have  you  ever  known  that  same  feeling  to  prevail  in  cases  of  assault  or  other 
offences,  perhaps  not  in  the  same  degree  but  to  some  extent  1 — I  have  known  one  or  two 
cases  in  which  it  prevailed  ;  but  as  rejgards  assault  cases,  persons  are  willing  to  prose- 
cute and  identify  themselves  with  the  cases.    . 

12177.  But  you  have  known  cases  where  persons  do  not  care  to  give  evidence  as 
regards  assaults  ?— Yes,  sometimes  for  personal  or  other  reasons,  but  such  a  case  is  very 
exceptional. 

12178.  In  cases  under  the  Scott  Act,  I  suppose  people  are  unwilling,  because  of 
business  or  social  relations  or  perhaps  even  closer  relations,  to  connect  themselves  with 
the  prosecutions? — From  my  personal  knowledge  I  would  say  that  feeling  was  quite  general 
about  the  Scott  Act,  but  there  are  exceptions  among  the  great  body  of  the  people. 

12179.  Do  you  think  the  same  feeling  would  prevail  in  the  case  of  instituting  pro- 
secutions for  violation  of  the  license  law  ? — On  the  part  of  temperance  people,  I  think 
the  same  feeling  might  prevail. 

12180.  You  think  there  might  be  unwillingness  to  prosecute  a  man  if  there  was  a 
license  law  in  force,  for  violations  of  the  provisions  of  the  Aof  ? — It  was  so  under  the 
old  license  law. 

12181.  If  the  prosecution  of  an  illicit  seller  under  the  license  law  was  commenced 
by  a  person  also  holding  a  license,  there  would  be  the  same  difficulty  ? — I  think 
there  might  be  the  same  difficulty  in  regard  to  the  sentiment. 

12182.  Do  you  believe,  as  public  sentiment  is  becoming  stronger,  there  is  less  of 
that  difficulty  now  than  there  was  ten  years  ago  ;  or  is  it  tending  the  other  way  ? — I  can 
only  give  you  my  judgment  ;  I  do  not  think  it  has  very  much  changed. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

12183.  Has  the  corporation  a  legal  adviser? — Yes. 

12184.  Is  there  any  reason  why  that  legal  adviser  should  not  revise  informations 
laid  by  the  police  for  infringement  of  the  Scott  Act,  in  order  to  see  that  in  form  and 
other  particulars  they  are  correctly  drawn  and  can  be  confidently  carried  to  the  Supreme 
Court  ? — The  informations  in  Fredericton  are  as  a  rule  drawn  correctly.  The  Stipen- 
diary Magistrate  is  a  very  efficient  officer  on  matters  of  summary  convictions. 

.12185.  What  is  the  effect  on  the  young  people  of  having  an  Act  on  the  statute- 
book  that  is  being  persistently  and  continuously  violated  ? — That  is  a  matter  of  opinion. 
There  are  some  persons  who  from  being  under  the  influence  or  in  the  atmosphere  of 
opposition  to  the  Scott  Act  would  magnify  that  as  being  very  much  against  it,  and 
another  class,  being  under  the  influence  of  temperance  sentiment,  would  declare  it  had 
the  opposite  tffect.  So  that  depends  very  much  on  the  training  of  the  child  and  the 
influences  by  which  it  is  surrounded.  If  the  influence  is  in  favour  of  temperance,  the 
child  is  very  apt  to  grow  up  holding  temperance  principles ;  if  it  is  under  another 
influence,  it  is  likely  to  grow  up  with  other  ideas.  If  you  even  take  a  strong  man,  you 
will  find  him  liable  to  magnify  difficulties  on  one  side  and  minimize  them  on  the  other. 
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12186.  Are  there  many  cases  brought  against  drunkards  for  violation  of  the  law? 
— They  are  very  exceptional. 

By  Jiidge  McDonald  : 

12187.  You  have  mentioned  the  law  as  to  bribery.  Have  not  all  civilized  nations 
laws  against  bribery  and  corruption  ? — So  far  as  I  know,  they  have. 

12188.  Is  not  the  sentiment  of  all  civilized  communities  upon  a  solid  basis  in  regard 
to  bribery  being  an  evil  ? — The  very  best  sentiment. 

12189.  Taking  your  own  community  with  the  sentiment  as  to  bribery,  is  there  the 
same  consensus  of  sentiment  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  liquor,  or  a  greater  division  ?— 
There  is  a  greater  consensus  in  favour  of  bribery  than  in  favour  of  the  Scott  Act. 

12190.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  public  sentiment  is  different  towards  bribery 
than  towards  the  law  respecting  the  sale  of  liquor  ? — Yes,  unquestionably. 

12191.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  bribery  is  looked  upon  as  a  thing  that  is  not  wrong 
in  Fredericton,  by  a  large  section  of  the  community  ? — Yes,  that  is  what  I  mean  to  say. 
I  think  you  will  find  a  large  number  of  people  will  not  differ  in  their  views  about  it. 

12192.  Supposing  there  was  submitted  to  the  people  of  Fredericton,  as  the  Scott 
Act  has  been  submitted,  a  proposal  to  remove  the  Act  against  bribery  at  elections  from 
the  statute-book,  do  you  think  it  could  be  carried  ? — I  do  not  say  that ;  it  would  depend 
upon  the  agitation. 


JOHN  L.  MARSH,  of  Fredericton,  Police  Magistrate,  and  Judge  of  the  Civil 
Court,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald: 

12193.  You  are  a  barrister,  I  presume? — A  barrister  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

12194.  How  long  have  you  held  the  office  of  Police  Magistrate  ?-— Twenty-one  years 
and  upwards. 

12195.  Under  the  old  license  law,  and  under  the  Scott  Act? — Yes,  some  few  years 
under  the  license  law  and  the  remainder  under  the  Scott  Act. 

12196.  Have  you  noticed  during  your  time  of  office  and  experienced  a  diminution 
of  crime  in  Fredericton  U—1  might  say  I  have  been  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
drinking  customs  of  Fredericton  during  40  years.  Do  you  wish  me  to  go  back,  or  to 
take  the  time  of  the  Scott  Act  ? 

12197.  For  the  time  you  have  been  Police  Magistrate,  which  would  include  both 
license  and  Scott  Act? — I  think  there  has  been  a  large  diminution  of  drinking  in 
Fredericton. 

12198.  And  a  diminution  of  crime? — What  crimes  do  you  refer  to — minor  crimes? 

12199.  Such  crimes  as  are  tried  before  you  in  your  criminal  court? — Some  years 
they  have  increased  and  some  years  decreased.  For  the  last  two  years  there  has  been 
very  little  crime. 

12200.  Did  you  answer  the  questions  sent  you  by  the  Commission  ? — No,  I  did  not 

12201.  Are  you  prepared  to  say  what  proportion  of  the  crime  that  comes  before  you 
may  be  attributed  to  drunkenness  ?— -I  should  say  fully  ninety  per  cent. 

12202.  A  large  proportion  is  drunkenness  itself,  I  suppose? — A  large  proportion  of 
it  is  drunkenness. 

12203.  And  another  portion  includes  cases,  I  suppose,  in  which  drink  has  been  the 
immediate  cause  ? — Yes,  in  many  cases. 

12204.  I  suppose  you  take  examinations  in  cases  returned  for  trial  before  the  Su- 
preme Court? — Yes. 

12205.  Do  you  find  a  proportion  of  those  cases  are  also  attributable  to  drunken- 
ness, or  offences  committed  while  under  the  influence  of  liquor  ? — I  shoilld  think  half 
and  half.  A  large  number  come  from  the  country,  where  at  the  time  the  offences  are 
committed  the  parties  are  under  the  influence  of  liquor,  but  there  is  not  a  large  number 
of  them  on  the  whole. 

James  Alfred  Vanwart. 
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1 2206.  I  suppose  there  are  offences  of  a  certain  character  with  which  liquor  has 
nothing  to  do  ? — Yes ;  land  disputes  and  assaults  owing  to  land  disputes,  and  so  on. 

12207.  I  suppose  there  are  offences  that  are  in  their  nature  what  may  be  called 
.  commercial  offences  ? — I  do  not  remember  ever  having  had  any  of  them. 

12208.  In  the  city  court,  what  is  your  jurisdiction  ? — Up  to  $80. 

12209.  Taking  your  experience  as  a  Judge  of  that  court,  do  you  see  any  cases  that 
come  before  it  in  which  you  have  reason  to  believe  drunkenness  has  had  to  do  with  the 
litigation  and  as  to  the  parties  being  unable  to  pay  ? — I  should  not  like  to  say  there 
were. 

12210.  You  did  not  get  far  enough  into  those  cases  to  ascertain  it  1 — No ;  I  never 
investigated  them. 

12211.  Have  you  here  a  judgment  summons  law,  such  as  there  is  in  the  English 
ClJounty  Court,  where  a  man  is  summoned  befoi'e  the  court  if  a  judgment  is  not  paid,  and 
he  is  examined  as  to  his  means  ? — I  hold  those  examinations  as  Commissioner  for  the 
County  of  York,  outside  of  my  position  as  Judge  of  the  Civil  Court. 

12212.  How  do  you  find  that  people  brought  before  you  for  examination  as 
to  their  means,  have  disposed  of  their  property? — I  have  never  attributed  it  to 
drunkenness.     I  think  it  is  more  extravagance  than  anything  else  in  a  great  many  cases. 

12213.  You  have  been  a  citizen  of  Fredericton  all  these  years  ?~Yes. 

12214.  Has  your  experience  as  a  citizen  led  you  to  the  conclusion  that  there  has 
been  a  diminution  in  drunkenness  ? — I  think  there  has. 

12215.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  as  to  the  causes  to  which  to  attribute  it,  or 
do  you  attribute  it  to  one  or  more  causes  ? — It  may  be  attributed  to  two  or  three 
causes.  It  can  be  attributed  to  the  moral  effect  of  the  churches,  to  the  work  of  tem- 
perance organizations  and  to  a  great  extent  to  the  fact  of  the  sale  of  liquor  being  illegal. 

12216.  Have  you  found  a  marked  improvement  in  what  may  be  called  the  social 
habits  of  the  people  in  regard  to  drinking,  within  your  memory  ? — Yes ;  I  travelled 
round  a  great  deal,  and  I  found  that  the  bottle  was  on  every  man's  table ;  you  could 
not  go  to  a  party  without  taking  liquor. 

12217.  That  was  your  experience? — Yes. 

12218.  Coming  back  to  your  official  duties  :  are  the  cases  of  infraction  of  the  liquor 
law  tried  before  you? — All  of  them. 

12219.  Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  tell  the  Commission  what  the  procedure  is. 
First,  who  lays  the  information  ? — In  almost  all  cases  the  parties  who  make  the  com- 
plaints to  me  are  the  police  ;  the  sergeant  of  police  generally  makes  the  complaint. 

12220.  Who  draws  the  information? — I  do,  and  sign  it,  and  he  swears  it  before 
^  me,  if  necessary.     It  is  not  necessary  in  all  cases,  only  where  we  issue  a  warrant. 

12221.  You  issue  summons  without  it? — Yes. 

12222.  Do  you  take  the  information  in  writing  ? — Yes. 

12223.  So  you  have  it  in  writing  before  you? — ^Yes.  I  would  explain  that  the 
general  custom  with  us  is  this  :  We  have  what  we  call  a  crime  book.  If  the  police  have 
informations  to  lay,  they  generally  enter  them  in  that  book.  When  I  come  to  the  office 
I  see  those  reports  there,  and  I  then  proceed  to  make  out  the  informations  in  accordance 
with  them,  when  it  is  necessary  to  issue  summonses.  Then  they  are  signed  by  the 
policemen,  and  the  summonses  are  issued.  ^ 

12224.  In  case  of  warrant,  I  suppose,  the  police  swear  to  the  information,  and  a 
warrant  is  issued  ? — No.  Under  the  decision  of  our  court  a  party  has  to  be  examined 
before  me  before  a  warrant  can  issue,  and  the  state  of  facts  as  to  a  sale  having  taken 
place,  must  be  established.  That  point  has  been  decided  by  the  court.  The  mere  fact 
of  swearing  out  an  information  would  not  justify  us,  under  the  ruling  of  the  court,  in 
issuing  a  warrant. 

12225.  You  have  to  question  the  party  personally  ?-^Yes ;  in  fact  to  swear  him  and 
question  him  personally. 

12226.  Then  the  summons  and  warrant  having  been  issued,  a  party  is  brought 
before  you  and  his  testimony  is  heard  in  the  usual  way  ? — Yes. 

12227.  Have  you  had  many  cases  for  second  and  third  offences  ? — Yes  ;  we  almost 
always  have  parties  brought  up  the  second  time. 

12228.  You  have  many  parties,  then,  brought  up  the  second  time  ? — Quite  a  number. 
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12229.  And  some  for  the  third  offence  ? — Quite  a  number. 

12230.  The  last  witness  who  was  before  the  Commission  stated  that  so  far  as  your 
informatig^ns  had  been  concerned,  they  had  generally  been  in  proper  form  ? — Only  three 
have  been  set  aside. 

12231.  Have  you  gone  right  on  with  the  administration  of  the  law  as  cases  have 
come  before  you  ?— -Yes,  both  for  the  county  and  city.  When  a  person  comes  in  and 
offers  me  an  information,  I  take  it ;  if  there  is  not  sufficient  evidence,  I  dismisu  the  case. 

12232.  With  your  large  experience,  you  should  be  in  a  position  to  make  suggestions 
to  the  Commission  as  to  any  points  in  the  Act  you  think  should  be  amended. — There  is 
a  strong  point  I  can  bring  before  the  Commission,  although  I  do  not  know  that  many 
will  agree  with  me.  I  hold  that  the  enforcement  of  these  Acts  can  never  be  fully  carried 
out  until  the  purchaser  is  made  equally  responsible  with  the  seller. 

12233.  That  in  Ontario  has  been  made  the  law.  A  party  who  buys  after  hours  at 
a  licensed  house  on  Saturday  night  or  Sunday  is  equally  guilty  with  the  seller.  Do  you 
think  that  such  legislation  would  be  beneficial  in  connection  with  the  Scott  Act! — I 
think  it  would ;  but  not  on  the  theory  that  you  would  not  have  a  seller  if  you  did  not 
have  a  purchaser.  I  do  not  see  why  the  purchaser  is  not  an  accessory  to  the  fact  of  the 
crime. 

12234.  Have  you  any  other  suggestions  to  offer? — I  do  not  think  of  any  other. 

12235.  What  is  your  experience,  then,  in  regard  to  witnesses  telling  the  truth  in 
Scott  Act  cases  as  compared  with  others  ? — I  do  not  know.  I  should  not  like  to  say  that 
witnesses  do  not  tell  the  truth,  but  they  have  very  poor  memories.  It  is  very  hard  to 
get  evidence  in  Scott  Act  cases,  especially  in  third  offence  cases,  because  the  witnesses 
will  equivocate  in  every  manner  possible. 

12236.  Is  that  specially  the  case  because  of  the  penalty  imposed  in  third  offence 
cases  ? — No.  I  find  it  far  easier  to  get  evidence,  however,  in  first  and  second  offence 
cases  where  there  is  a  fine  imposed,  than  I  do  in  third,  fourth  and  fifth  offence  cases, 
where  the  punishment  is  only  by  imprisonment. 

12237.  Is  a  feeling  of  sympathy  elicited  in  third  offence  cases? — Yes,  to  a  great 
extent. 

12238.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  the  officers  of  the  police  force  do  their  duty 
with  faithfulness  ? — I  believe  they  do. 

12239.  So  in  connection  with  the  administration  of  justice,  sentiment  may  produce 
an  effect  in  the  community  in  regard  to  the  administration  of  laws? — It  will  have  a 
certain  effect,  no  doubt  quite  a  large  effect ;  that  is  to  say,  if  public  sentiment  were 
strongly  in  favour  of  enforcing  the  law,  I  think  the  officers  would  enforce  it  more  strictly. 

12240.  You  think  they  do  their  duty  reasonably? — They  do  their  duty  reasonably. 
We  have  only  three  officers,  two  night  men  and  one  day  man ;  and  the  whole  duty  gen- 
erally falls  on  the  same  man  to  collect  the  evidence  in  Scott  Act  case^.  It  is  generally 
his  duty,  and  he  has  also  to  attend  to  all  the  other  duties  in  connection  with  his  office. 

12241.  Does  the  City  Council  give  him  any  special  authority  in  regard  to  Scott 
Act  cases? — No. 

12242.  Has  the  City  Council  passed  any  resolution  authorizing  him  to  act  as  In- 
spector ? — No.  Under  the  law  the  officers  are  appointed  by  me ;  and  in  regard  to  the 
duties  I  wish  them  to  perform,  I  prepare  an  order,  which  must  be  approved  by  the  City 
Council.  That  order  is  for  all  the  policemen.  I  prepare  a  code  of  rules,  and  I  submit 
them  for  the  approval  of  the  City  Council ;  and  they  must  be  approved  by  the  Council 
before  they  go  into  force. 

12243.  Has  that  been  done  ?— It  has. 

12244.  Do  those  rules  include  matters  connected  with  the  Scott  Act  enforcement? 
— I  submit  a  copy  of  the  rules  and  regulations.     [Appendix  12.] 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod : 

12245.  You  think  that  the  Canada  Temperance  Act,  all  things  considered,  has 
been  a  success  ? — It  has  been  so  to  a  large  extent. 

12246.  You  believe  its  effect,  in  the  main,  has  been  good? — I  think  its  effect  has 
been  good  in  the  main,  as  an  educator. 

John  L.  Marsh. 
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12247.  You  attribute  the  decrease  in  drunkenness,  in  a  degree,  to  moral  and  reli 
gious  influences,  and  to  the  fact  that  the  sale  has  been  made  illegal.  Do  you  think  the 
decrease  has  been  at  all  because  it  is  more  difficult  to  get  liquor  than  it  was  previously  1 
— I  think  there  are  many  people  who  were  in  the  habit  of  visiting  those  places  who  do 
not  visit  them  now.     That  is,  they  do  not  go  into  taverns  to  drink. 

1 2248.  Is  it  more  difficult  to  get  drunk  than  it  was  under  the  license  law  ? — I 
should  think  so. 

12249.  Does  that  account,  in  any  degree,  for  the  diminution  of  drunkenness? — A 
good  deal  of  it  would  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  we  have  not  so  many  men  who 
are  in  the  habit  of  getting  drunk. 

12250.  Why? — Many  have  been  driven  out  of  the  city  by  the  police  during  the  last 
twenty  years,  and  the  moral  influence  has  had  an  effect  in  reducing  a  large  number  of 
country  drinkers.  ,  I  remember  years  ago,  under  the  license  law,  that  on  Christmas  eve, 
if  you  walked  through  the  city  of  Fredericton,  you  would  hardly  find  a  countryman 
without  a  jug  to  put  liquor  in,  and  now  that  is  very  rare. 

12251.  Do  you  think  it  is  more  difficult  for  the  countryman  to  get  the  jug  full  now 
than  it  was  under  the  license  system  ? — Far  more  difficult,  because  under  the  old  license 
system  there  was  no  trouble  at  aU ;  it  was  the  custom. 

1 2252.  Has  the  fact  that  it  is  somewhat  more  difficult  to  get  the  drink  than  it  was 
had  anything  to  do  with  the  decrease  of  drunkenness  *? — I  can  only  give  you  an  opinion. 
My  opinion  is  that  it  has  not,  because  if  a  man  is  bound  to  have  rum  he  will  get  it,  not- 
withstanding the  difficulties  in  his  way. 

12253.  Do  you  believe  there  are  any  people  who,  if  there  were  legalized  invitations 
to  drink,  would  drink,  but  in  the  absence  of  those,  do  not  drink  l—l  suppose  there 
are  many  of  that  kind. 

12254.  Do  you  tlynk  that  class  of  people  have  drunk  less  because  of  the  greater 
difficulty  ? — That  class  of  people  hardly  care. 

12255.  Do  you  think  the  law  has  helped  the  moral  influence  ? — I  think  it  has. 

12256.  And  has  not  hindered  it? — No,  but  I  think  it  would  increase  it,  making  it 
illegal  to  sell  liquor. 

12257.  Before  you  were  appointed  Police  Magistrate  you  were  City  Clerk  ? — Yes, 
durmg  eight  or  nine  years. 

12258.  That  was  during  the  license  system  t — Yes. 

12259.  About  how  many  licenses  were  issued  at  that  time? — Between  40  and  50, 
I  think,  as  an  average.  I  could  give  you  a  memorandum  of  the  number  of  licenses 
issued  during  the  last  few  years.  In  1873  there  were  42  tavern  licenses  ;  in  1874,  43 
and  2  wholesale;  in  1875,  43  and  1  wholesale  ;  in  1876,  28  and  2  wholesale ;  in  1877, 
20  tavern  licenses.  In  1877  they  came  under  the  new  law,  a  special  Liquor  Act  for  the 
City  of  Fredericton  alone,  by  which  the  number  of  tavern  licenses  was  reduced  to  20 
and  6  wholesale.     In  1878  there  were  17  tavern  licenses  and  4  wholesale. 

12260.  And  there  have  been  none  since? — ^Only  the  druggists'  licenses. 

1 226 1 .  But  no  tavern  licenses  ? — No. 

12262.  Or  wholesale  licenses? — There  was  one  issued  under  the  Canada  Temper- 
ance Act,  but  the  authorities  discovered  afterwards  they  had  no  right  to  issue  it,  and  it 
was  ^ot  carried  on. 

12263.  There  was  an  average,  you  think,  of  40  licensed  drink  shops  in  Fredericton 
for  a  number  of  years  ? — Yes. 

12264.  Do  you  think  there  has  been  an  average  of  40  unlicensed  drink  shops  for 
the  last  ten  years  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

12265.  Do  you  know  when  so  many  licensed  places  were  established,  whether 
there  was  any  illicit  sale  ? — I  think  there  was  some. 

12266.  Was  there  much  ? — There  was  quite  a  good  deal,  and  there  was  a  good  deal 
of  Sunday  selling. 

12267.  By  the  licensees  ?— Yes. 

12268.  So  that  even  when  there  were  licenses,  there  was  still  illicit  sale  and  viola- 
tion of  the  law  by  the  licensees  ? — What  we  called  jug  taverns. 

12269.  Have  you  any  idea  how  many  jug  taverns  there  are  to-day? — I  do  not 
know  of  any. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


634  ROYAL   COMMISSION    ON   THE   LIQUOR   TRAFFIC. 

12270.  Have  you  a  persuasion,  from  information,  that  there  are  none? — I  do  not 
know  of  any,  and  I  have  no  information  to  justify  me  in  saying  that  there  are  any. 

12271.  How  many  places  do  you  think  are  selling  illicitly  in  Fredericton  I—Out- 
side of  the  druggists,  as  far  as  my  information  goes  up  to  Saturday  night,  there  were 
only  six. 

12272.  The  druggists'/sale  is  not  an  illicit  sale? — Well,  they  have  amended  the 
druggists'  law  so  that  you  are  hardly  able  to  tell  what  is  illicit  and  what  is  not ;  and  I 
understand  there  is  another  amendment  made  this  year.  T  have  not  seen  the  amend- 
ment, and  am  rather  doubtful  in  regard  to  carrying  out  the.  law  until  I  see  it. 

12273.  Your  information  is  that  there  are  six  illicit  places  in  the  city? — That  i& 
my  information  from  the  police 

12274.  Do  you  know  of  any  open  and  flagrant  sale  in  this  city  ? — I  have  no  reason 
to  know  of  any. 

12275.  Do  you  thiak  your  policemen  know  of  it? — No.  They  laid  four  informations 
last  week. 

12276.  Were  there  convictions? — Yes;  they  very  seldom  fail  in  getting  a  convic- 
tion, because  they  are  sure  of  their  evidence. 

12277.  Has  the  danger  come  from  jug  taverns  or  from  another  class  of  illicit 
sellers  ? — ^I^ot  from  jug  taverns,  but  from  other  illicit  sellers.  In  the  last  ten  years  the 
police  have  driven  out  of  the  trade  at  least  fifty  persons. 

12278.  You  regard  that  as  a  success  ? — Yes  ;  I  could  give  their  names. 

12279.  Have  the  hotels  been  the  chief  offenders? — Certainly  they  have. 

12280.  Comparing  the  condition  of  the  city  under  license,  and  since  licenses  were 
refused,  has  the  city  grown  better  or  worse  ? — I  think  as  far  as  liquor  is  concerned,  or 
intoxication,  it  has  improved. 

12281.  Do  you  attribute  that  in  any  degree  to  the  enforcen^ent,  even  though  but 
partially,  of  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  ? — I  do  attribute  a  measure  of  it. 

12282.  What  has  been  the  financial  result  of  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  ?— I  have 
a  statement  for  the  last  ten  years.  In  1882,  the  Scott  Act  fines  amounted  to  $1,000. 
There  were  difficulties  in  carrying  out  the  law  until  it  was  finally  decided  by  the  Privy 
Council. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  :  • 

12283.  Does  that  statement  include  the  fines  prior  to  1882,  and  after  the  Act  came 
into  force? — No,  only  from  1882  to  the  last  year. 

12284.  There  were  fines  in  1879,  1880  and  1881  besides,  I  suppose  ?— That  was  a 
very  small  amount.  The  Act  was  first  put  in  force  in  Fredericton,  and  all  the  appeals 
were  taken  from  here,  and  the  law  was  a  dead  letter  while  the  appeals  were  being  taken. 

12285.  What  became  of  the  fines  then  ? — There  were  only  two  or  three  test  cases 
taken. 

12286.  Were  there  any  fines  ? — Yes,  there  were. 

12287.  Are  they  included  in  this  statement? — No  ;  I  am  only  taking  it  from  the 
time  the  present  policemen  have  been  in  office. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

12288.  Does  this  give  the  Scott  Act  fines  ?— The  Scott  Act  fines,  fines  for  other 
cases  and  the  total. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

12289.  Have  you  the  fines  for  drunkenness  as  well  ? — Yes. 

12290.  Have  you  separated  them? — No. 

12291.  Could  you  go  back  five  years  before  the  Act  came  into  force,  and  take  five 
years  since,  and  show  the  fines  for  drunkenness? — I  could  go  back  to  the  first  case  I 
tried.  The  convictions  for  drunkenness  were  such  that  you  could  hardly  make  a 
comparison. 

12292.  We   will  do  that,  if  you  will  hand  in  the  list  of  convictions  ?— We  now 
arrest  three  men  where  we  would  not  arrest  one  before. 

John  L.  Marsh. 
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12293.  Why  ? — Because  under  the  old  liquor  law,  if  a  man  went  along  quietly  he 
was  not  arrested,  though  he  might  be  intoxicated.  Now,  if  he  is  intoxicated  and  stag- 
gering, he  is  arrested. 

By  Jxidge  McDonald : 

12294.  Give  the  totals  that  you  have? — In  1882  the  Scott  Act  fines  amounted  to 
$1,000  out  of  a  total  of  $1,748.66.  In  1883,  Scott  Act  fines,  $1,500;  other  cases, 
$769.10,  total,  $2,269.10.  In  1884,  that  is  the  time  the  Liquor  License  Act  of  1883 
came  into  operation. 

12295.  The  McCarthy  Act  ?— We  never  had  the  McCarthy  Act,  but  we  called  it  a 
Liquor  License  Act.     I  think  there  is  some  difference  in  that. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

12296.  Was  it  a  provincial  measure  ? — No,  it  was  a  Dominion  Act. 

12297.  That  is  the  McCarthy  Act? — I  was  not  aware.  In  1884  the  fines  amounted 
to  $683.34  under  the  License  Act,  $698.34  in  other  cases,  making  a  total  of  $1,381.68. 
In  1885  there  were  no  fines  at  all.  The  whole  arrangement  was  then  under  an  Inspec- 
tor and  a  committee  appointed  by  the  Dominion,  of  which  Judge  Stead  man  was  chair- 
man. There  was  a  License  Inspector  appointed,  and  the  complaints  were  made  by  the 
Inspector,  and  when  the  law  was  declared  ultra  vireSy  it  was  all  wiped  from  the  book. 
I  might  have  got  $1  or  $2,  but  it  was  so  small  I  did  not  put  it  down.  Also  in  1884  I 
paid  $683.34  fines  into  the  treasury,  but  I  also  paid  the  Inspector  $166.66.  In  1886 
the  Scott  Act  tines  amounted  to  $1,650.  That  might  have  included  a  few  cases  which 
occurred  during  the  time  the  Liquor  License  Act  was  in  operation.  In  1887  the  Scott  Act 
fines  were  $900  out  of  a  total  of  $1,399.95.  In  1888  the  Scott  Act  fines  were  $1,050 
out  of  a  total  of  $2,117.55.  In  1889  they  were  $1,250,  fines  in  other  cases  $751.50, 
making  a  total  of  $2,001.50.  In  1890  the  Scott  Act  fines  amounted  to  $800,  out  of  a 
total  of  $1,427.50,  and  in  1891  the  Scott  Act  fines  were  $700  out  of  a  total  of  $1,168.80. 
The  totals  for  the  ten  years  are:— Scott  Act  fines  $9,533.34,  other  cases  $6,872.25, 
total  $16,405.59,  to  which  may  be  added  the  amount  paid  Inspectors  $166.66,  making  a 
total  of  $16,572.25. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod  : 

1 2298.  Will  you  get  the  additional  information  as  to  thefines  for  drunkenness  ? — Yes. 

12299.  Also  a  statement  for  10  years  previous  to  the  Scott  Act,  showing  the 
amount  received  for  license  fees,  to  compare  with  the  receipts  for  fines  in  the  10  years 
following  the  Scott  Act  ? — Yes. 

12300.  A  statement  has  been  made  by  more  than  one  person,  that  there  is  an 
arrangement  between  the  police  officials,  or  an  understanding  between  them  and  the 
offenders  against  the  law,  that  if  they  pay  a  certain  number  of  fines,  it  is  a  sort  of 
equivalent  for  a  license  fee.  Do  you  know  anything  of  such  an  arrangement? — 
I  know  nothing  of  such  an  arrangement,  or  of  any  arrangement  being  made  with  the 
liquor  dealers  in  any  shape,  manner  or  form  ;  and  I  do  not  'believe  the  men  belonging 
to  the  police  force  would  be  guilty  of  making  such  an  arrangement.  Men  who  have 
very  small  minds  might  judge  that  way. 

12301.  Do  you  regard  the  canteen  as  within  your  jurisdiction,  as  well  as  every 
other  institution  in  your  city  ? — I  do,  if  it  can  be  proved  that  they  sell  to  outsiders. 

12302.  If  the  parties  in  charge  of  the  canteen  sell  to  any  persons  other  than  mem- 
bers of  the  Infantry  School,  they  would  be  liable  as  any  other  illicit  seller  ? — I  think  so. 
I  have  very  little  faith  in  their  right  to  sell  anyway. 

12303.  Do  you  think  in  a  place  where  the  Scott  Act  is  in  force,  a  military  force 
can  grant  authority  to  sell  liquor  ? — That  would  be  a  legal  question  upon  which  there 
would  be  a  difference  of  opinion.  I  have  been  told  that  the  opinion  of  the  Crown  officers 
has  been  taken,  and  they  think  they  are  right ;  but  I  would  have  a  different  opinion, 
even  under  the  Queen's  Regulations.  Under  our  law  the  school  is  governed  by  the 
Army  Act  and  the  Queen's  Regulations,  and  rights  reserved  under  the  Army  Act  and 
under  the  Queen's  Regulations  are,  under  our  Militia  Act  reserved  to  the  militia ;  so  it 
would  be  merely  a  matter  of  opinion. 
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1 2304.  You  ai'e  clear  that  if  they  sell  to  others  than  members  of  the  military  school 
they  are  liable  ? — Yes. 

1 2305.  Have  any  charges  been  preferred  against  the  canteen  ? — None. 

12306.  Have  you  found  that  cases  of  petty  theft  which  have  come  before  you  on  the 
part  of  either  younger  or  older  persons  are  traceable  in  any  degree  to  the  drink  habit 
and  the  drink  trade  ? — Somie  would  be  and  some  would  not  be. 

1 2307.  I  suppose  officially  you  have  no  knowledge  of  the  pauperism  of  the  city  f— 
I  have  always  understood  that  there  are  few  paupers  here. 

12308.  Has  pauperism  increased  or  decreased  of  late  years  ? — I  do  not  know. 

12309.  Have  you  much  to  do  with  juvenile  offenders  ? — Very  little  indeed. 

12310.  Has  there  been  a  change  in  that  respect  in  the  last  fifteen  or  twenty  years? 
I  never  had  many  of  them,  except  for  violation  of  the  city  by-laws,  swimming  in  the 
river,  or  assaulting  one  another,  or  throwing  snow  balls,  but  never  anything  serious. 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

12311.  What  was  the  license  fee  when  the  license  law  was  in  force  ?— $50,  but  two 
licenses  were  issued  for  $30. 

12312.  What  is  tha  license  fee  now  imposed  where  a  city  is  under  the  Provincial 
License  Law  ? — I  do  not  know. 

12313.  There  has  been  an  increase  ? — I  think  so. 

12314.  Has  the  number  of  convictions  for  drunkenness  increased  or  decreased ! — It 
has  decreased  the  last  year. 

12315.  Within  fifteen  or  twenty  years  ? — In  the  city  of  Fredericton  proper  I  think 
it  has  decreased. 

12316.  In  the  county  surrounding? — Our  police  limits  only  extend  to  the  bridge. 
There  are  liquor  dealers  in  St.  Mary's  so  called,  and  also  at  Gibson,  but  not  at  Marys- 
\ille.  Gibson  is  where  the  Miramichi  Railway  Co.  have  their  buildings.  Marysville  is 
three  miles  back. 

12317.  Is  that  under  the  Scott  Act? — Yes,  all  the  Coxinty  of  York  is  under  the 
Scott  Act. 

12318.  Is  drunkenness  in  the  county  increasing  or  decreasing? — Decreasing,  I 
think,  to  a  large  extent. 

.   12319.  The  general  convictions  for  the  city  and  county  do  not  show  a  decrease?— 
I  have  very  few  from  the  county. 

12320.  You  do  not  know  of  any  other  places  where  liquor  is  sold  than  six? — Out- 
side of  the  druggists,  only  six. 

12321.  And  there  are  no  flagrant  violations  of  the  law  here? — No,  except  the 
hotels,  which  I  believe  have  bar  rooms  ;  but  I  do  not  know. 

12322.  Are  there  bar  rooms  in  other  places  than  the  hotels  where  there  are  persons 
standing  behind  the  bar  and  selling  liquor  to  customers  ? — I'here  is  a  billiard  room. 
They  profess  only  to  sell  beer,  but  we  have  caught  them  selling  hard  stuff  and  fined  them. 

12323.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  places  ? — There  are  said  to  be  two  others,  but  I 
do  not  know. 

12324.  Are  there  any  other  places  where  liquor  is  sold  flagrantly,  say  on  Saturday 
last  ?— I  do  not  think  so.  I  think  the  sale  has  been  more  since  the  Commission  arrived 
than  it  was  before.     So  I  am  informed  by  the  policemen. 

12325.  Have  the  policemen  been  watching  these  bar  rooms? — We  have  lost  our 
leading  man,  who  resigned  on  Thursday  night. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

1 2326.  You  do  not  intend  to  reflect  on  the  Commission ;  but  you  mean  that  an 
exhibition  is  Ijeing  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  Commission  ? — I  am  too  careful  a  man 
to  reflect  on  a  court  before  which  I  am  giving  evidence. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

12327.  Do  you  think  the  law  is  as  well  enforced  here  as  it  is  in  other  places  in 
Kew  Brunswick  ? — I  think  quite  as  well  as  in  other  places  in  New  Brunswick,  or  in 
places  where  there  is  a  license  law.     The  police  do  their  duty. 

John  L.  Marsh. 
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1 2328.  Is  there  any  difficulty  in  the  appointment  of  an  Inspector 
— Yes,  the  majority  are  opposed  to  it. 

12329.  Are  the  majority  this  year  in  favour  of  the  enforcement 
or  opposed  to  it  ?^I  would  not  like  to  say.  I  do  not  think  the  maj 
about  it. 

12330.  There  is  no  legal  obstacle  to  the  appointment  of  an  Inspec 

12331.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  non-appointment? — To  the 
CJouncil  being  against  it,  as  they  think  the  police  are  quite  sufficient. 

12332.  Do  you  think  the  majority  of  the  people  also  think  th 
sufficient  ?  —I  think  the  majority  do. 

12333.  Has  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act  been  made  an  issue 
elections  ? — Not  lately. 

12334.  Would  it  be  better  to  have  an  Inspector  to  enforce  the 
experience  with  the  Inspectors  has  been  so  bad  that  I  would  not  like 
two  Inspectors,  one  in  the  county  and  one  in  the  city  under  the  Liqu 
and  I  do  not  think  they  did  much. 

12335.  You  have  not  had  any  to  enforce  the  Scott  Act? — Not  in 

1 2336.  Provision  is  made  in  the  Provincial  law  for  the  appointment 
—Yes. 

12337.  Do  you  think  the  Council  reflect  the  opinion  of  the  peopl 
ing  one  ?— The  majority  are  against  it,  and  the  majority  of  the  peoj 
They  prefer  the  fines  to  go  into  the  treasury  rather  than  to  pay  an  Insj 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

-  12338.  Do  you  know  if  the  majority  of  the  friends  of  the  law  de 
ment  of  an  inspector  ? — I  cannot  say,  but  I  know  a  large  number  of  th 
it. 

12339.  Therefore,  it  has  not  been  an  issue  in  the  Council  or  in  the 
not  think  it  has  been  brought  before  the  Council  of  late  years. 

12340.  So  the  non-appointment  of  an  inspector  is  not  an  expressio 
ment  against  the  enforcement  of  the  Act  ? — No,  not  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

12341.  What  about  the  county? — There  was  an  Inspector,  but 
found  to  be  too  high. 

1 2342.  Who  enforces  the  law  in  the  county  now  ? — Any  one  who 
before  me. 

1 2343.  There  is  no  official  appointed  ? — No.  My  rule  is  that  if  a 
complaint,  I  am  prepared  to  receive  it. 

J 2344.  Does  that  exist  in  other  counties? — I  do  not  know. 

12345.  In  what  counties  does  it  exist,  that  it  is  anybody's  busi 
business  ? — I  think  they  have  Inspectors  in  some  counties. 

12346.  In  what  counties  ? — York  has  no  Inspector. 

12347.  Has  Sunbury  ? — No  ;  and  Queen's  has  no  Inspector.     I  th 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

1 2348.  That  is  the  county  in  which  Woodstock  is  situated  ? — Yef 
lotte  has  an  Inspector. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

1 2349.  But  York,  Queen's  and  Sunbury  have  no  Inspectors  ? — Nc 

12350.  And  the  enforcement  is  left  in  the  hands  of  wlioever  lik 
law  ? — I  do  not  know  how  they  do  in  Sunbury  and  Queen's. 

12351.  But  in  York  ? — Sometimes  some  members  of  the  temperanc 
make  »  complaint  before  me. 
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ALEXANDER  A.  STERLING,  of  Frederic 
follows : — 

By  Judge  McDoiwId  : 

12352.  You  are  High  Sheriff  of  the  County  ol 

12353.  How  long  have  you  held  the  position? 

12354.  You  have  charge  of  the  administratior 
of  it — in  the  county,  I  suppose  ?     Is  the  jail  under 

12355.  You  have  a  jailer  and  keeper  of  it  ? — 
and  he  is  under  my  supervision. 

12356.  You  have  the  execution  of  civil  procea 

12357.  Have  you  had  any  official  connection 
Act  1 — Only  to  hold  elections. 

12358.  Are  you  in  a  position  to  state  whether 
committed  to  the  common  jail  of  the  County  of  Yo 
ment  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  can  give  you  the  infoi 
ments  for  the  violation  of  the  Scott  Act  during  th< 

12359.  How  many  would  you  say? — In  1890 
ment  of  the  Scott  Act,  and  there  have  not  been  an 

12360.  How  many  were  committed  in  the  si 
six. 

12361.  What  was  the  total  number  of  commit 

12362.  Can  you  say  whether  any  part  of  the 
administration  can  be  attributable  to  drunkenness, 

•to  know? — I  would  scarcely  think  that  processes 
any  close  or  direct  connection  with  drunkenness  at 

12363.  How  many  committals  were  there  in 
ness,  and  the  total  was  61. 

12364.  Have  you  only  put  down  for  the  two  } 

12365.  You  have  not  gone  back  to  1890  ?— N( 

12366.  Do  you  know  if  the  books  of  the  jail 
before  the  Scott  Act  came  into  force  and  for  5 
books.  The  administration  is  quite  different  now, 
of  the  books. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

12367.  Would  it  not  be  possible  to  ascertair 
Sheriff  Temple  could  tell.  The  previous  jailer  is  i 
before  I  think  is  dead. 

12368.  Mr.  Temple  was  your  predecessor? — ^Y 

Bi/  Mr.  Giyaidt  : 

12369.  Is  no  return  made  to  the  Government 
By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod  : 

1 2370.  Do  you  remember  whether  the  vote  on  t 
— I  think  it  was  a  fair  vote. 

12371.  In  the  Dominion  Election  of  1887,  d 
polled  in  Fredericton  ? — I  do. 

12372.  How  many  were  polled  ? — 768. 

12373.  How  many  were  polled  in  the  Scott  A 

12374.  How  many  were  polled  in  the  Dominic 

12375.  So  that  it  was  about  the  same  substam 
there  wavS  a  fair  average  vote  at  each  election. 

12376.  How  many  years  have  you  resided  in  t 

12377.  You  remember  the  city  under  license  ?- 
Alexander  A.  Sterling. 
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12378.  What  is  your  impression  of  the  condition  of  things  then,  compared  with  the 
condition  of  things  now  ? — I  think  there  is  not  anything  like  the  drunkenness  now  that 
there  was  previous  to  the  passage  of  the  Scott  Act. 

12379.  Do  you  think  the  Scott  Act  is  to  be  credited  with  any  degree  of  that 
change  ? — I  think  with  a  considerable  degree,  because  young  men  twenty  years  old  now 
were  only  six  years  old  when  it  came  into  force,  and  they  have  grown  up  without  the 
influence  of  open  bars  before  their  eyes ;  and  I  take  it  that  the  tempemnce  sentiment 
has  been  strengthened  by  the  fact  that  the  trade  has  been  hidden. 

1 2380.  Do  you  think  the  Act  has  been  fairly  well  enforced,  considering  the  various 
difficulties  that  have  surrounded  it  1 — I  think  the  manner  in  which  the  Scott  Act  has 
been  enforced  and  sustained  is  a  very  strong  testimony  in  favour  of  the  temperance 
sentiment  of  this  town,  because  scarcely  any  other  Act  could  be  enforced  at  all  under 
the  conditions  with  which  the  Scott  Act  has  had  to  contend.  For  instance,  if  an  attempt 
were  made  to  enforce  certain  principles  where  the  Act  is  confined  to  local  operation  anfl 
has  not  the  same  effect  outside,  of  course  that  would  be  enforcing  the  Act  under  a  very 
great  strain.  In  other  words,  if  you  undertook  to  say  that  stealing,  or  any  other  crime, 
should  be  punished  here  in  Fredericton  and  licensed  in  St.  John,  the  tendency  of  public 
sentiment  would  be  to  create  the  same  state  of  affairs  here  as  in  St.  John,  and  that  would 
operate  against  the  enforcement  of  the  Act. 

12381.  The  difficulties  would  be  multiplied  ?— Certainly. 

12382.  And  the  fact  that  the  people  three  times  in  succession  have  aflSrmed  their 
desire  •to  have  the  Scott  Act,  is  an  argument  in  its  favour,  notwithstanding  that  very 
strong  difficulties  confronted  it  ? — Yes,  very  strong  difficulties. 

By  3fr,  Gigault : 

12383.  What  are  the  other  statements  you  have? — The  returns  of  the  different 
elections  for  which  I  gave  the  figures,  1887,  1889  and  1891 ;  and  the  numbers  confined 
in  jail,  and  the  misdemeanours  with  which  they  were  charged  in  1890  and  1891,  and 
the  portion  of  the  present,  year  that  has  passed. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

12384.  Is  the  condition  of  affairs  which  exists  here  the  same  as  that  which  existed 
12  or  15  or  20  years  ago  as  to  the  floating  population?  It  has  been  stated  that  15  or 
20  years  ago  there  was  a  great  deal  of  rumselling  on  Regent  Street,  but  it  was 
stated  that  that  was  largely  to  lumbermen,  and  there  are  not  so  many  visiting  the 
city  ? — That  is  the  case. 

12385.  Do  you  attribute  the  decrease  of  drunkenness  to  the  small  floating  popula- 
tion ? — That  would  have  some  influence. 

12386.  There  has  been  a  general  decrease  over  the  country  in  the  drinking  habits 
of  the  people,  has  there  not  ? — My  observation  does  not  show  me  much  change  in  out- 
side cities  that  I  visit. 

12387.  In  families? — I  do  not  speak  of  families.  I  visit  other  places  where  they 
have  open  bar-rooms,  and  I  do  not  see  that  they  are  less  frequented  now  than  they 
were  15  or  20  years  ago. 

12388.  What  cities  ?— Halifax,  Montreal  and  St.  John. 

12389.  Have  you  visited  the  cities  in  Maine? — I  have  been  in  Maine. 

1 2390.  What  was  your  impression  there  ? — I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  observ- 
ing much  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  Maine  before  the  Maine  law  was  put  in  force. 
I  have  been  there  several  times  of  late  years,  and  I  am  not  in  the  way  perhaps  to  get 
information  as  many  would  be,  but  in  Portland  I  think  the  law  was  fairly  well  enforced  ; 
in  -Bangor,  where  I  have  been  during  agricultural  fairs  and  so  on,  it  would  appear 
to  me  that  the  law  w£is  not  well  enforced. 

1 2391 .  Was  there  open  and  flagrant  violation  of  the  law  ? — I  should  say  so  in  Bangor. 

12392.  What  is  the  nearest  plaice  to  this  city  where  liquor  can  be  sold  legally  under 
license? — St.  John. 

12393.  How  far  is  it  away? — Sixty  miles. 

12394.  Do  you  think  the  law  is  enforced  in  the  counties  surrounding  Fredericton? 
— I  think  it  is  remarkably  well  enforced  in  York. 
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JOHN  B.  HAWTHORNE,  of  Fredericton,  Deputy  Sheriff  and  Jailer,  on  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

12415.  How  long  have  you  been  keeper  of  the  common  jail? — Nine  years  on  1st 
November. 

12416.  And  how  long  have  you  been  Deputy  Sheriff? — Nine  years  last  May. 

12417.  Did  you  hear  the  evidence  given  by  the  Sheriff? — I  heard  part  of  it. 

12418.  Have  you  any  statement  you  wish  to  add  to  what  evidence  you  heard  him 
give? — I  do  not  thiiik  I  have. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

12419.  How  is  the  Scott  Act  observed  in  the  city  ? — In  what  way  ?  As  to  its  en- 
forcement rigorously  ? 

1 2420.  Yes  ? — There  is  no  trouble  in  getting  anything  to  drink. 

12421.  Do  you  know  any  places  where  liquors  are  sold  illegally  in  the  city  ? — I 
think  there  are  between  15  and  20. 

12422.  Do  you  believe  the  police  are  derelict  in  their  duty  in  enforcing  the  law,  or 
do  they  do  their  duty  to  the  best  of  their  ability? — I  think  they  do. 

12423.  Notwithstanding  their  desire  to  enforce  this  law,  do  you  believe  there  are 
15  or  20  places  here  where  liquor  is  sold  illegally  ? — I  think  there  are. 

12424.  Are  the  commitments  to  jail  for  drunkenness  increasing  or  decreasing? — 
What  length  of  time  do  you  wish  to  cover  ? 

12425.  I  mean  the  commitments  for  non-payment  of  fines? — Last  year,  or  one  year  f 
lately,  we  had  only  20  or  21  ;  it  was  either  last  year  or  the  year  before  that.  I  have  '" 
not  the  statement  at  hand,  and  I  forget  the  number  exactly. 

12426.  Is  there  an  increase  or  decrease  in  the  commitments? — I  think  there  are  -\}' 
26  this  year,  so  far. 

12427.  Do  you  attribute  the  increase  to  the  rigorous  way  in  which  the  police  have  . 
arrested  people  who  were  drunk,  but  who  were  not  raising  any  row  ?    It  has  been  given                   ^  ' 
in  evidence  that  the  police  are  more  rigorous  and  more  vigilant  in  arresting  drunken 
men :    that,   if  they  see  a  man  drunk,  they  arrest  him.      Does  that  account  for  the 
increased  number  of  commitments  to  the  jail  ? — I  do  not  think  it  does ;  but  I  could  not 
answer  that  question. 

12428.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  surrounding  country  ? — Yes. 

12429.  Is  the  Scott  Act  enforced  in  the  county? — In  some  places. 

12430.  How  do  you  mean  by  some  places  ? — In  some  parishes  I  do  not  think  there 
is  any  liquor  sold. 

12431.  And  in  other  parishes,  how  is  it? — There  is  some  sold. 

12432.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  laxity  of  the  law  in  some  parishes  and  the 
enforcement  of  the  law  in  others  ? — There  are  never  many  actions  taken  in  the  county. 
There  have  never  been  any  active  people  in  the  county  to  make  complaint. 

12433.  There  being  no  person  appointed  to  enforce  the  law,  it  is  disregarded  in 
some  localities  ? — It  is. 

By  Mr.  Gigault  : 

12434.  Do  you  think  all  persons  under  the  influence  of  liquor  are  now  arrested  by 
the  constables  ?---No,  I  do  not  think  they  are. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

12435.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  know  of  15  or  20  places  that  sell 
liquor? — I  think  I  could  name  at  least  15. 

12436.  Do  you  know  them  from  your  own  knowledge  ? — I  never  drank  anything 
myself ;  I  could  not  swear  to  them. 

12437.  Do  you  know  of  these  from  seeing  them? — I  will  answer  if  you  desire  me 
to  answer.  »| 

Judge  McDONALD. — You  need  not  answer.  J 

WITNESS. — I  decline  to  answer  the  question.  ^ 

21—41  i 
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By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod: 

12435.  How  many  places  do  you  know  of,  from  your  own  knowledge? — I  think  15. 
1243^.  Of  your  own  knowledge,  you  know  of  15? — I  would  not  swear  positively 
that  they  sold  liquor,  because  I  have  not  bought  it,  and  I  do  not  drink  it. 

1 2440.  Do  you  mean  you  know,  of  your  own  knowledge,  of  the  existence  of  15 
such  places  ? — P  am  satisfied  in  my  own  mind  there  are  1 5  places  that  sell  it 

12441.  From  your  own  knowledge,  or  from  having  heard  of  it? — From  having 
heard  of  it. 

12442.  From  your  own  knowledge? — I  could  not  swear  from  my  own  knowledge, 
unless  I  had  bought  liquor  there  and  paid  for  it  and  drank  it. 

12443.  Do  you  know,  of  your  own  knowledge,  whether  there  are  15  places  where 
liquor  is  sold,  although  you  have  not  bought  it  ? — I  am  satisfied  I  do. 

12444.  You  are  an  official ;  have  you  made  any  complaints  ? — No,  I  have  not. 

12445.  Are  you  under  obligation,  by  reason  of  your  official  position  and  oath,  to  see 
that  the  laws  are  enforced  when  you  know  they  are  violated  ? — I  have  not  any  oath  to 
take. 

12446.  Not  as  Deputy  Sheriff  ?— No. 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

12447.  You  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  there  are  at  least  15  places  where  liquor 
is  sold  ? — I  think  there  are. 

12448.  Are  there  any  open  places,  any  places  in  the  neighbourhood  or  outskirts  of 
the  city  where  there  is  a  public  bar  and  you  can  see  the  selling  of  liquor  while  passing 
along  the  street  ? — No,  there  is  not. 


HENRY  B.  RAINSFORD,  of  Fredericton,  barrister,  on  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  as  follows  : — 

By  Jvdge  McDonald  : 

12449.  Do  you  hold  any  official  position? — I  am  Clerk  of  the  Peace,  Registrar  of 
births,  marriages  and  deaths,  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

12450.  What  are  your  duties  as  Clerk  of  the  Peace  ? — To  advise  the  Justices  in  civil 
cases  and  in  cases  of   bastardy,  and  in  criminal  matters. 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

12451.  How  long  have  you  resided  here? — All  my  life,  here  and  in  the  ricinity, 
over  50  years. 

12452.  Before  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force? — Yes. 
12'453.  Has  there  been  a  marked   improvement  in  the   moral  condition  of  the 

people  generally  since  the  Scott  Act  became  law  ? — I  fail  to  ^ee  it.  I  think  there  is  a 
marked  improvement  in  temperance  sentiment  in  the  country  generally — there  has  heen 
a  marked  advance. 

1 2454.  Is  it  owing  to  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  do  not  think  so,  I  cannot  say  that. 

12455.  Then  to  what  do  you  attribute  it? — To  education  as  one  cause.  Fonneriy 
people  had  liquor  in  their  houses,  and  it  was  used  at  all  parties,  at  supper  and  during  the 
evening ;  now  all  that  is  done  away  with.  On  New  Year's  day  it  was  the  habit  to 
furnish  liquor,  and  there  was  a  general  feeling  that  people  should  drink.  That  practice 
has,  however,  been  abolished,  and  the  habits  of  the  people  have  changed  and  improved 

%  12456.  Then  the  strengthening  of  temperance  sentiment  and  not  the  Scott  Act  h»s 

^  caused  that  change  ? — Yes ;  but  there  is  a  gre  it  deal  of  drinking  on  the  quiet 

v^  12457.  Do  you  think  the  enactment  of  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  has  resulted  in 

J  an  increased  amount  of  drinking  in  families  and  in  bringing  in  liquor  by  the  bottle?— 

f  In  some  families  I  think  so.     I   have  found  young  men  who  are  in  the  habit  of  what 

\'  John  B.  Hawthorne. 
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they  call  hip-drinking — they  carry  a  flask  in  their  hip  pocket.  There  is  a  great  deal  of 
that  done.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  getting  liquor,  if  you  want  it  in  Fredericton,  or  in 
some  places  in  the  county. 

12458.  Do  you  think  the  police  officers  are  vigilant  ? — I  hardly  like  to  answer  that 
question.  They  are  a  good  set  of  men ;  but  they  are  subject  to  instructions.  It  is 
very  difficult  for  policemen  to  ascertain  where  liquor  is  sold,  for  the  people  will  not  sell 
when  the  police  are  about.  They  can  only  judge  of  the  place  by  suspicion.  When  a 
man  comes  out  of  the  place,  they  may  imagine  what  he  was  in  to  get.  They  are  not 
allowed  to  go  in,  and  therefore  it  is  very  difficult  to  make  arrests.  The  police  are  very 
fine  men  and  trj^  to  do  their  duty. 

12459.  Would  it  be  better  to  appoint  an  Inspector  to  enforce  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  do 
not  think  it  would  be  an  improvement,  for  if  you  drive  it  out  from  one  place,  it  will 
appear  at  another. 

12460.  Then  the  Scott  Act  does  not  prohibit? — I  do  not  think  so. 

12461.  Does  it  restrict? — I  do  not  think  so.  There  is  as  much  drinking  as  ever, 
but  the  temperance  sentiment  has  greatly  improved.  The  Scott  Act  has  caused  a  great 
deal  of  perjury  and  deceit,  according  to  my  own  knowledge.  I  had  a  good  deal  to  do 
with  the  Act  when  it  first  came  into  operation,  and  I  was  convinced  that  people  came 
into  court  and  swore  directly  and  wilfully  that  which  was  contrary  to  the  truth. 

12462.  Are  there  many  places  in  which  liquor  is  sold  illegally  ? — A  good  many. 

12463.  Do  you  think  there  are  six  ? — There  are  more  than  six  ;  I  could  not  say  how 
many  more.  They  get  it  brought  from  St.  John.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  getting  it  in 
by  train  or  boat  for  everybody  who  wants  it. 

12464.  Doyoujbhink  the  counties  here  are  ripe  for  a  general  prohibitory  law,  a 
law  prohibiting  the  importation,  manufacture  as  well  as  the  sale  of  liquor  ? — It  is  very 
hard  to  say.  I  would  be  rather  inclined  to  think  that  if  a  vote  were  taken  on  prohibi- 
tion in  a  great  many  counties,  it  would  carry. 

12465.  Do  you  think  general  prohibition  would  be  any  better  enforced  than  the 
Scott  Act  1 — It  would  be  no  improvement,  but  it  would  be  worse. 

12466.  Do  you  think  people  vote  against  the  Scott  Act  at  elections  when  the 
question  of  putting  the  Act  into  operation  is  submitted,  because  it  does  not  go  far 
enough  in  the  direction  of  prohibition? — No,  I  do  not  think  so. 

12467.  Do  you  think  a  large  vote  would  be  polled  to  prevent  private  persons  bring- 
ing in  liquor  for  their  own  use  in  their  own  homes  ? — I  think  so,  I  do  not  think  there 
would  be  much  difference.  A  great  many  voted,  I  think,  in  a  great  many  of  the 
counties  believing  that  the  prohibitory  law  would  carry. 

12468.  In  regard  to  the  operation  of  the  law  outside  of  the  city  ;  is  the  Act  well 
enforced  ? — There  is  very  little  drinking  out-side  in  the  county.  There  is  not  so  much 
since  railways  have  been  built.  Formerly  there  was  a  stage  road  and  houses  where 
travellers  put  up,  and  liquor  was  drank  there.  The  condition  of  things  has,  however, 
changed,  and  the  sentiment  has  changed. 

12469.  Ypu  attribute  the  decrease  of  drinking  to  the  changed  conditions  ? — 
Largely. 

12470.  Do  you  attribute  it  in  any  degree  to  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  think  it  may  have 
done  good  in  some  places,  but  injury  in  others.  I  think  boys  get  drink.  The  sellers 
are  afraid  to  refuse  to  supply  it.  If  we  had  a  good  license  law,  they  would  not  get  it. 
They  do  all  this  very  quietly. 

12471.  Yovmg  people  under  21  years? — Yes,  even  12  years. 

12472.  Then  you  think  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  during  14  years  has  not  had 
a  very  beneficial  effect  on  the  young  people  ? — I  think  not.  A  great  many  people 
passing  along  the  street  may  not  notice  it,  but  there  are  people  whose  observation  will 
bear  me  out,  who  see  and  know  the  parties. 

12473.  Would  the  appointment  of  Provincial  officers  to  enforce  the  Act  be  an  im- 
provement ? — I  could  hardly  say. 

12474.  Or  Dominion  officers 'f — If  Dominion  officers  were  appointed,  there  would 
be  a  better  chance  to  enforce  the  law. 

12475.  Is  there  reluctance  in  counties  to  appoint  officers  to  enforce  the  Act? — I 
think  so. 

21— 41i 
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12476.  Do  you  think  the  people  of  the  counties  surrounding  this  town  would  sus- 
tain their  representatives  if  they  incurred  the  expense  of  appointing  officers  to  enforce 
the  Act  ? — No  ;  I  think  they  are  getting  tired  of  it.  I  think  the  results  of  its  opera- 
tions show  that  it  is  not  a  good  thing,  and  a  great  many  people  do  not  wish  to  see  it  in 
force.  They  have  had  experience  of  it,  and  they  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
works  disadvantageously. 

12477.  Do  you  attribute  its  non-enforcement  to  lack  of  public  sentiment  ? — A  good 
deal.     It  is  not  so,  however,  in  a  great  many  places  in  the  river  counties. 

1 2478.  You  have  said  that  the  sale  of  liquor  is  not  so  large  in  Fredericton  as  it 
was  years  ago  ? — A  change  has  taken  place  in  the  lumbering  operations,  and  the  men 
now  go  up  in  winter  and  do  not  come  down. 

1 2479.  A  large  number  of  lumbermen  formerly  met  here  in  the  spring,  and  there 
was  a  good  deal  of  drinking,  I  believe  ? — Yes ;  they  stayed  here  two  months,  spent 
their  money  and  then  went  home.     Now  they  go  home  by  train  and  do  not  stop  here. 

1 2480.  Would  you  favour  the  continuance  of  the  Scott  Act  or  its  substitution  by  i 
license  law  ? — I  have  never  been  in  favour  of  the  Scott  Act.  I  should  prefer  a  good 
license  law,  with  rigid  inspection.  I  think  an  immense  quantity  of  poisonous  liquor  is 
sold.     I  am  sure  of  it. 

1 2481.  You  would  favour  the  appointment  of  an  Inspector  to  detect  adulteration  ?— 
Yes,  and  to  enforce  the  Act.  I  do  not  know  about  adopting  high  license ;  but  we  want  a 
good,  strict  license  law,  and  the  general  sentiment  of  the  people  would  sustain  it 

1 2482.  In  the  present  state  of  public  opinion,  would  a  prohibitory  law,  if  passed^  be 
enforced  1 — No,  and  I  think  there  would  be  immense  trouble  from  smuggling  and  deceit 

1 2483.  Has  the  attempt  to  enforce  the  Scott  Act  given  rise  to  a  good  deal  of  perjury 
in  the  cases  tried  before  the  court  ? — That  has  been  my  experience,  and  I  had  a  good  deal 
to  do  with  the  Act  at  first.  When  I  have  heard  people  swear  that  they  did  not  get 
liquor  at  a  certain  house,  I  have  felt  certain  that  they  had  got  liquor  there.  I  have  had 
people  come  and  ask  me  if  it  would  be  wrong  to  swear  so  and  so.  There  has  been  a  great 
deal  of  perjury  committed. 

1 2484.  Have  you  found  people  who  voted  to  maintain  the  Scott  Act  afterwards 
unwilling  to  have  it  enforced  ? — Yes,  they  vote  for  it,  but  do  not  sustain  it  when  it  conies 
to  be  enforced. 

By  Mr,  Gigavlt : 

1 2485.  Have  you  ever  been  in  a  country  where  a  prohibitory  law  was  enforced  ?— 
I  have  been  in  Maine. 

12486.  How  is  the  law  enforced  there  1 — So  far  as  I  saw,  liquor  is  sold  openly  in  the 
hotels.     I  was  not  round  at  other  places,  except  the  hotels. 

12487.  In  what  places  in  Maine  have  you  been  ? — I  was  in  Bangor  lately. 

12488.  Was  liquor  sold  there? — They  are  selling  there. 

12489.  Have  you  been  at  any  other  places  ? — Not  for  some  time.  I  have  been  at 
Calais,  but  that  is  some  time  ago.     I  have  also  been  at  Vanceboro. 

12490.  Is  any  liquor  sold  in  Vanceboro? — ^Yes. 


Henry  B.  Rainsford. 
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EDWARD  JACK,  of  Fredericton,  land  surveyor,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed 
as  follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

12491.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Fredericton  ? — I  have  been  here  for  a  number 
of  years,  I  do  not  know  exactly  how  long. 

12492.  As  a  surveyor,  your  duties  must  call  you  elsewhere  than  in  the  city? — ^Yes, 
everywhere. 

12493.  Throughout  the  province? — Unfortunately  into  the  rum  shops  sometimes. 

12494.  How  does  that  happen? — I  was  not  always,  as  I  am  now,  a  teetotaler. 

12495.  That  would  not  apply  to  the  present  time  ? — No,  I  am  a  teetotaler  now. 

12496.  Have  you  anything  to  do  officially  with  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act  ? 
— Nothing.  y 

12497.  You  are  not  connected  with  the  Council  ? — No. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod: 

12498.  You  have  lived  in  Fredericton  a  good  many  years  ? — Yes,  I  was  in  Alexander 
Gibson's  employ  before  I  came  here ;  I  was  his  explorer. 

12499.  Having  lived  in  Fredericton  a  number  of  years,  have  you  noticed  any  change 
in  the  condition  of  things  here  ? — In  what  respect  ? 

12500.  I  mean  in  the  matter  of  drunkenness  and  crime  and  the  like  ? — I  have  noticed 
an  improvement. 

12501.  Have  you  noticed  an  improvement  since  the  Scott  Act  came  into  operation.? 
— Yes,  I  have. 

12502.  Do  you  attribute  that  improvement  in  any  degree  to  the  operation  of  the 
Scott  Act  ? — I  do.  My  reasons  are  simply  these  :  My  own  observation  led  me  to  notice 
cases  of  drunkenness,  and  I  asked  Mr.  Ritchie,  who  hid  been  in  the  liquor  business,  if 
he  considered  that  the  Scott  Act  had  reduced  the  sale  of  liquor,  and  he  told  me  he  thought 
the  Act  had  reduced  it  about  30  per  cent. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

12503.  Do  you  think  that  was  about  the  right  proportion? — I  could  not  say,  that 
was  his  opinion ;  I  was  quite  willing  to  take  it  as  that  of  an  unprejudiced  man. 

By  Tiev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

1 2504.  You  would  regard  that  as  a  conservative  opinion  ? — Yes. 

12505.  You  have  known  times  when  there  was  quite  a  faithful  enforcement  of  the 
law  ;  do  you  remember  when  the  hotels  were  closed  ?— Yes. 

12506.  Did  you  observe  whether  less  liquor  was  sold  than  before  they  were  closed? 
— I  went  to  the  police  office  and  prepared  a  statement,  which  I  have  here.     [Appendix  13.] 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

12507.  When  was  it  prepared? — At  the  time  mentioned,  when  the  hotel  keepers 
were  in  jail. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

12508.  Did  that  show  an  improvement  in  the  city  ? — A  very  marked  improvement. 

12509.  Was  the  statement  taken  from  the  Police  Court  records? — Yes,  it  is  here. 

12510.  Did  you  publish  it  at  the  time  ? — Yes,  in  one  of  the  newspapers  at  the  time. 

12511.  Did  you  compare  two  months  in  1890  with  two  months  in  1891  ? — I  went 
to  the  police  court  records  and  made  that  comparison. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

12512.  I  notice  your  comparison  is  for  two  months? — I  took  that  time  because 
there  were  peculiar  circumstances  existing. 
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By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

12513.  You  remember  Fredericton  for  several  years  before  the  Scott  Act  was  in 
force  ? — Yes,  I  think  so. 

12514.  You  remember  it  previous  to  1879? — I  remember  it  when  there  was  a 
good  d^al  of  drunkenness. 

12515.  There  were  a  good  many  licenses  then? — Drinking  was  very  general;  now 
a  respectable  man  does  not  think  about  it. 

12516.  There  is  a  different  view  held  concerning  drinking? — Yes. 

12517.  The  status  of  the  drink  trade  has  changed  ? — Yes,  of  course  it  has  changed. 

12518.  Do  you  attribute  that,  in  any  part,  to  the  fact  that  the  trade  has  been 
delegalized  during  these  years  ? — Certainly. 

12519.  Has  it  educated  the  people  somewhat  in  that  direction  ? — They  are  being 
educated  in  that  direction. 

12520.  Do  you  think  the  Scott  Act,  notwithstanding  the  difficulty  of  enforcement 
and  occasional  violations  of  the  law,  has  been,  all  things  considered,  a  success  ?— If  by 
success,  you  mean  a  perfect  success,  I  do  not  think  it  has. 

12521.  Not  absolutely  successful,  but  has  it  been  fairly  successful  ? — I  suppose  it 
has  been  as  successful  as  it  could  be  under  the  circumstances. 

12522.  What  are  the  circumstances? — The  circumstances  are  these  :  The  ponder- 
ous machinery  of  the  law  works  so  slowly  that  it  is  not  a  terror  to  evil-doera 

12523.  You  think  the  delays  in  th«  courts  and  otherwise  have  had  the  effect  of 
discouraging  temperance  people  ? — I  undoubtedly  think  so. 

12524.  And  the  enforcement  is  less  ligorous  than  it  would  otherwise  be? — ^Yes. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

12525.  The  jailing  of  the  hotelkeepers  struck  terror  into  the  people? — Yes,  into 
the  evil-doers. 

12526.  When  the  hotelkeepers  were  placed  in  jail,  why  were  they  not  treated  as 
ordinary  prisoners  ? — I  do  not  know  how  they  were  treated  ;  I  never  went  into  the  jail. 

12527.  From  common  report,  how  were  they  treated  during  their  incarceration?— 
I  think  very  well.  I  noticed  they  were  visited  by  their  friends  and  all  that  sort  of 
thing. 

i  2528.  Did  many  people  visit  them  ? — Yes. 

12529.  Hundreds? — I  daresay  there  were. 

12530.  Thousands?— I  do  not  know. 

12531.  Do  you  believe  there  were  thousands  of  people  who  visited  them  during 
those  two  months  ? — The  records  will  tell. 

12532.  You  will  not  say  there  were  not  a  thousand  ? — I  do  not  know. 

12533.  Were  you  led  to  believe  that  their  imprisonment  was  a  little  more  than  a 
farce,  that  thousands  of -people  went  to  see  them,  that  they  had  telephones  put  in,  and 
their  own  meals  supplied  ?  Do  you  think  that  imprisonment  under  such  circumstances 
would  strike  terror  into  the  community  ? — Yes,  it  did ;  it  was  not  a  farce  to  the  poor 
people  who  were  in  jail. 

12534.  Were  they  treated  in  jail  as  common  felons? — I  do  not  know. 

12535.  Did  the  fact  that  they  were,  after  two  or  three  convictions,  sent  to  jail  and 
treated  rather  as  gentlemen,  allowed  to  have  their  meals  sent  in  and  have  telephones  put 
in,  caute  terror? — I  never  was  in  the  jail,  and  so  I  do  not  know  how  they  were  treated. 

12o36.  Do  you  know  anything  about  their  treatment  in  jail? — Yes. 

12537.  How  were  they  treated? — They  were  well  treated,  according  to  public 
report. 

12538.  Do  you  think  the  fact  that  specially  favourable  treatment  was  extended  to 
men  who  had  flagrantly  violated  the  law  and  had  been  repeatedly  convicted,  would 
tend  to  strike  terror  into  the  p  ople  ? — No  ;  but  the  fact  of  their  liberty  being  restrained 
would  do  so. 

1 2539.  Do  you  think  such  treatment  being  extended  to  people  who  had  flagrantly 
and  repeatedly  violated  the  law  would  tend  to  bring  the  law  into  disrespect  and  contempt  i 
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— I  say  the  restriainfc  of  liberty  would  carry  terror  into  the  people.     We  do  not  like  to  be 
restrained  from  our  freedom  as  prisoners. 

12540.  Do  you  think  they  were  entitled  to  better  treatment  than  ordinary  prison- 
ers?—No. 

12541.  I  understand  that  one  of  the  hotel-keepers  was  permitted  to  put  a  telephone 
in  the  jail  and  to  use  it  to  transact  his  business  in  town ;  I  understand  further,  that  the 
hotel-keepers  were  permitted  to  bring  their  own  furniture  into  jail.  Was  that  so  ? — I 
heard  it. 

12542.  Is  that  treatment  of  offenders  against  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  more 
hkely  to  bring  the  law  into  contempt  than  respect  ? — It  will  nOt  bring  the  law  but  those 
whose  duty  it  was  to  execute  it,  into  contempt. 

12543.  If  a  man  was  found  guilty  two  or  three  times  of  house-breaking  and  com- 
mitted to  jail  for  60  days,  would  he  be  given  a  carpeted  room  and  be  permitted  to  put 
in  a  telephone  and  have  special  meals  served  to  him  ?  Do  you  think  if  a  prisoner  was 
so  treated,  the  people  would  have  their  respect  for  the  law  increased  ? — No,  I  do  not 
think  so. 

12544.  Do  you  know  of  any  reason  why  the  hotel-keepers  should  not  have  been 
treated  as  common  felons  when  committed  to  jail  for  60  days  ? — I  do  not  know  ;  I  can- 
not tell  you  how  common  felons  are  treated. 

12545.  They  are  treated  to  jail  diet  and  jail  clothing? — I  do  not  know  any  special 
reason. 

12546.  Do  you  think  it  was  evidence  of  public  sympathy  that  caused  hundreds  and 
thousands  to  visit  them  ? — I  think  their  imprisonment  awakened  sympathy. 

12547.  Does  the  imprisonment  of  a  thief  create  general  sympathy  for  him  ? — I  am 
not  prepared  to  say.     Crimes  vary  in  magnitude. 

12548.  Is  it  a  fact  that  people  do  not  look  on  the  violation  of  the  Scott  Act  in  as 
serious  a  light  as  they  do  other  crimes  ? — No,  certainly  not. 

1 2549.  During  the  time  the  hotels  were  closed,  was  less  liquor  sold  in  the  city  ? — I 
do  not  know  and  cannot  say,  but  I  presume  there  would.be. 

12550.  Was  the  law  as  rigidly  enforced  during  the  time  those  men  were  in  jail  and 
afterwards,  as  it  was  before  1 — No,  I  do  not  think  it  has  been  as  rigidly  enforced,  but 
I  cannot  speak  with  certainty. 

12551.  Why  ? — Because  I  have  seen  more  drunken  people  since  they  ceased  to  en- 
force the  law. 

12552.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  laxity  since? — To  the  extreme  slowness  of  the 
machinery  of  justice. 

12553.  Does  it  not  move  slowly  in  all  other  matters?  Have  you  not  heard  the  opin- 
ions of  the  Judges  ? — No. 

1 2554.  A  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  said  they  expedited  business  as  much  a$  pos- 
sible ? — Indeed. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

12555.  The  Police  Magistrate  said  this  morning  that  the  cases  were  disposed  of 
promptly  ? — That  is  against  what  I  read. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

1 2556.  There  appears  to  be  no  delay  on  the  part  of  the  Judges  in  the  disposal  of 
cases  ? — The  facts  are  on  record.  You  can  ascertain  the  time  when  the  suits  began  and 
when  they  ended.     That  will  tell  the  story  as  to  whether  justice  was  fast  or  slow. 

12557.  You  cannot  say  whether  there  was  less  drinking  in  Fredericton  during  the 
time  the  hotel-keepers  were  in  jail? — I  do  not  know ;  I  am  a  teetotaler,  I  quit  bad  company. 

12558.  Are  there  evidences  that  the  law  is  being  fairly  well  enforced  now? — Ne,  I 
do  not  think  there  are. 

12559.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  lack  of  enforcement? — To  the  pondorous 
machinery  of  the  law. 

12560.  There  is  not,  I  suppose,  a  great  deal  of  ponderous  machinery  in  a  constable 
laying  an  information  ? — Constables  may  lay  informations,  but  you  will  not  know  when 
the  cases  will  be  determined. 
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12561.  Can  you  suggest  any  changes  to  make  the  operations  of  the  law  less  pon 
derous  ? — I  might  suggest  that  there  should  be  a  provision  requiring  a  case  to  be  wound 
up  within  three  months.  That  is  time  enough  to  allow  an  appeal  to  be  made,  and  no 
appeal  should  be  allowed  after  that  date.  Everything  connected  with  a  case  should  be 
wound  up  inside  of  three  months. 

12562.  Do  you  think  the  appointment  of  Dominion  or  Provincial  officials  to  en- 
force the  law  would  be  better  than  the  present  system  ? — I  think  muncipal  officers  are 
better. 

12563.  Do  you  think  that  if  they  fail  in  their  duty  in  bringing  forward  cases  day 
after  day  arid  week  after  week,  there  should  be  a  change  ? — There  should  be  a  change. 

12564.  Mr.  Van  Wart  has  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  cases  were  dealt  with  with 
due  rapidity  V — My  opinion  is  that  the  whole  cases  are  carried  on  frightfully  slowly. 

1 2565.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  delay  1 — To  the  whole  machinery  of  justice. 

12566.  Do  you  think  drunkenness  is  on  the  decrease  in  Fredericton  ?— It  is  since  I 
first  knew  it. 

12567.  How  many  years  1 — A  number  of  years  ago. 

12568.  How  many  years? — I  suppose  I  have  been  in  Fredericton  about  15  or  20 
years. 

1 2569.  And  there  has  been  a  decrease  during  that  period  ? — Yes. 

12570.  And  there  is  still  a  decrease  going  on? — Yes. 

12571.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  operations  of  the  Maine  law  ? — I  know  about 
the  Maine  law  only  from  report,  the  same  as  you  know. 

12572.  Have  you  been  in  Maine  several  times  ? — Yes. 

12573.  Have  you  been  at  Bangor  ? — Yes. 

12574.  How  was  the  law  observed  there? — Not  well  there,  but  better  in  the 
country  districts. 

12575.  Have  you  been  in  Portland? — It  is  in  the  country  districts  where  the  Uw 
is  better  observed. 

12576.  Are  the  people  prohibited  from  bringing  in  liquor? — I  do  not  know  what 
the  prohibition  is.  The  temptation  is  not  so  great  in  the  country,  and  people  will  not 
run  such  risk  to  obtain  liquor. 

1257?.  Do  they  sell  as  good  liquor  in  the  country  as  in  the  town  ? — When  I  was  a 
drinker,  I  did  not  indulge  in  any  country  liquor.     I  bought  my  liquor  in  town. 

1 2578.  The  statement  has  been  made  that  a  large  quantity  of  the  liquor  so  sold  is 
adulterated  ? — I  think  it  would  be. 

12579.  On  account  of  the  risk  of  seizure? — Yes. 

12580.  Would  you  favour  the  enactment  of  a  prohibitory  law  for  the  whole 
Dominion  ? — I  would  vote  for  it. 

12581.  Do  you  think  such  a  law  could  be  enforced  in  the  present  state  of  public 
opinion  ? — I  do  not  look  upon  it  as  any  more  difficult  of  enforcement  than  is  the  Scott 
Act.  If  we  cannot  enforce  the  Scott  Act,  we  cannot  enforce  a  Dominion  prohibitory 
law. 

12582.  You  think  you  can  enforce  the  Scott  Act? — I  think  we  can.  At  Gibson, 
where  there  are  from  1,500  to  2,000  people,  no  liquor  has  ever  been  sold.  If  Gibeon 
were  attached  to  Fredericton,  there  would  be  no  liquor  sold  here. 

12583.  Mr.  Gibson  stated  before  the  Commission  that  he  would  not  be  able  to  en- 
force the  Scott  Act  if  he  did  not  own  the  municipality.  Do  you  think  it  is  necessary 
for  one  person  to  be  owner  of  the  municipality  before  the  Act  can  be  enforced  I — I  think 
one  man  should  own  the  whole,  or  at  least  you  want  a  master  mind,  a  man  of  great 
determination  like  Mr.  Gibson. 

1 2584.  That  was  necessary  before  the  Act  could  be  enforced  ? — It  was  neoessar)'  to 
have  determination,  because  it  was  a  very  difficult  matter  to  control,  and  you  had  the 
whcJle  passions  of  mankind  to  fight. 

1 2585.  Do  you  think  brewers  and  distillers  should  be  compensated  if  a  Dominion 
Act  were  passed  by  Parliament  ? — I  do ;  it  is  a  legalized  business. 

12586.  Do  you  think  the  rum-sellers  themselves,  those  who  are  selling  under  license, 
should  be  compensated  ? — Some  of  them. 

Edward  Jack. 
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12587.  Do  you  think  the  State  should  do  this  ? — The  State  might  buy  their  rum 
possibly,  and  empty  it  on  the  street. 

12588.  Do  you  think  the  Act  in  the  country  districts  is  fairly  well  observed  ? — I 
think  it  is.  I  notice  in  the  different  places  a  great  decrease  in  drinking.  At  Stanley 
and  Boiestown  sometimes  there  is  no  rum  to  be  had.  Then  some  old  woman  will  bring 
in  a  lot  of  poison  and  sell  it  to  some  unfortunate  person. 

1 2589.  Did  you  hear  the  evidence  this  morning  of  the  change^  condition  of  affairs 
since  the  Scott  Act  was  passed  ? — I  did  not. 

12590.  Do  you  consider  there  has  been  a  steady  decrease  in  drunkenness? — ^Yes. 
12591^  Has  there  been  a  general  improvement  in  the  drinking  customs  1 — In  former 

times  no  one  could  travel  without  a  flask  of  liquor,  and  that  is  almost  unknown  to-day. 

12592.  Has  that  change  been  confined  to  the  counties  where  the  Scott  Act  is  en- 
forced, or  is  it  general  throughout  the  country  ? — I  do  not  know,  I  think  it  is  general 
throughout  the  country.  The  general  feeling  is  in  favour  of  teetotalism  as  part  of  the 
progress  of  the  human  race,  absolute  teetotalism. 

» 
By  Jitdge  McDonald : 

12593.  You  spoke  of  the  fact  that  while  liquor  was  sold  in  the  rural  districts,  peo- 
ple would  prefer  to  get  it  in  town  1 — I  preferred  to  get  it  in  town. 

12594.  You  said  that  the  liquor  sold  in  the  rural  districts  was  generally  of  poor 
quality  ?— Yes. 

12595.  Do  you  believe  liquors  are  adulterated? — Yes,  I  think  adulteration  is  gen- 
eral ;  both  in  the  town  and  country  there  is  a  vast  amount  of  adulteration  going  on. 

12596.  There  is  an  opinion  in  the  country  that  where  places  are  licensed  the  liquor 
is  not  good  ? — Liquor  is  generally  poor  in  the  country. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod  : 

12597.  Reference  has  been  made  to  the  time  of  the  imprisonment  of  certain  hotel- 
keepers,  and  the  fact  that  a  great  many  persons  visited  them  in  jail.  Do  you  think  that 
the  persons  who  visited  them  in  jail  were  persons  who  had  always  opposed  the  Scott 
Act  ? — I  do  not  know  much  about  it.  I  think  they  were  persons  who  were  opposed  to  the 
Scott  Act,  but  who  were  afraid  to  put  their  names  on  the  petition  asking  for  its  repeal. 

12598.  They  opposed  the  Scott  Act,  and  when  violators  of  the  Scott  Act  were  in 
prison,  they  expressed  sympathy  with  the  violators  of  the  law  which  they  themselves 
bad  opposed  ? — There  may  have  been  others. 

1 2599.  A  few  others  ;  but  were  they  such  individuals  in  the  main  ? — I  think  there 
were  others. 


Rev.  henry  MONTGOMERY,  of  Springhill,  County  of  York,  on  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

1 2600.  You  are  a  clerk  in  holy  orders  in  the  Church  of  England,  T  believe  ?— Yes. 

12601.  How  far  is  Springhill  from  Fredericton? — About  four  and  a  half  miles. 

12602.  Is  it  reached  by  railway  ? — .No. 

12603.  Is  the  Scott  Act  in  force  in  the  county? — Yes. 

12604.  How  is  it  observed  in  your  section  of  it? — I  am  Rector  of  Kingsclear,  and 
I  have  another  charge  in  Northumberland  County,  Ludlow  and  Blissfield.  Springhill 
is  in  the  parish  of  Kingsclear. 

12605.  Take  the  County  of  York  :  how  is  the  Scott  Act  carried  out  there? — So  far 
as  I  have  observed,  in  the  parish  of  Kingsclear,  I  do  not  think  it  has  been  fully 
enforced ;  that  is  from  all  I  can  learn  and  from  any  observations  I  have  been  able  to 
make. 
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12606.  How  about  the  operation  of  the  Act  in  Northumberland  County  ?--In 
Blissiield,  I  think  the  law  has  been  enforced,  so  far  as  I  know,  especially  in  the  village 
of  Doaktown,  and  in  an  important  village  in  the  parish  of  Ludlow.  I  cannot  say 
whether  it  has  completely  abolished  the  sale  of  liquor  there  or  not.  I  think  in  Doak- 
town no  liquor  is  sold,  but  I  understand  that  it  is  due  largely  to  the  temperance  senti- 
ment of  the  people,  and  to  the  vigorous  efforts  of  the  temperance  society  there. 

12607.  Take  the  section  of  the  country  with  which  you  are  acquainted,  and  say 
how  the  Act  is  enforced  ? — I  am  just  acquainted  in  Knigsclear. 

1 2608.  How  long  have  you  been  there  1 — Nearly  ten  years. 

12609.  During  those  ten  years  have  you  found  there  has  been  an  improvement  in 
temperance  sentiment  1 — Yes,  I  believe  there  has  been. 

12610.  Are  there  temperance  organizations  there? — There  is  a  temperance  society 
there. 

12611.  And  religious  influences  have  been  brought  to  bear  on  the  community?— 
Yes. 

12612.  Do  you  think  those  have  had  an  effect  in  moulding  public  sentiment?— 
Yes,  I  think  they  have  had  a  very  decided  effect. 

12613.  Can  you  form  an  opinion  as  to  whether  the  Scott  Act  has  had  a  suiiilar 
effect  ? — So  far  as  I  have  observed,  I  do  not  think  it  has  had.  I  know  several  cases  of 
men  who  were  in  the  habit  of  drinking  excessively,  especially  men  about  Springhill, 
who  do  not  drink  now,  and  this  result  has  been  brought  about  principally  by  moral 
influence  and  moral  suasion. 

12614.  The  other  charge  you  have  not  had  so  long,  I  believe? — No;  I  only  get 
there  once  a  month,  it  is  just  a  mission. 

By  Mr.  Gigavlt  : 

12615.  Do  you  believe  that  the  Divine  law  forbids  the  moderate  use  of  wine  I— 
I  do  not  believe  that  it  does.  It  certainly  forbids  the  excessive  use  of  wine— no 
one  can  doubt  that  for  a  moment — but  it  does  not  say  that  a  man  shall  totally  abstain 
from  it. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

12616.  How  about  the  question  of  prohibition  ?  Have  you  considered  the  question 
of  a  general  prohibitory  enactment  ? — I  have  in  some  degree.  Only  the  other  day  I 
came  across  a  Message  sent  by  the  Grovernor  of  the  State  of  Maine  to  the  Legislature  in 
1891.  That  Message  has  largely  influenced  my  mind  with  regard  to  a  prohibitory  law. 
Governor  Burleigh  said  : — 

**  It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  law  for  the  suppression  of  the  licjuor  traffic  is  often  violated,  tnd 
that  officials  charged  with  its  enforcement  are  frequently  derelict  in  duty.  But  it  is  undoubtedly 
true  that  this  condition  of  afiPairs  is  mostly  confined  to  our  cities  and  large  villages.  In  other  places 
the  law  seems  to  be  faithfully  and  successfully  administered. " 

I  believe  the  same  result  would  follow  here  if  a  prohibitory  law  were  enacted,  that 
ajthough  there  might  be  a  majority  in  favour  of  it,  and  probably  it  might  be  carried, 
yet  it  would  be  very  difiicult  to  enforce  it  in  the  cities  and  large  towns.  It  might, 
however,  be  enforced  in  the  country  districts. 

12617.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  Divine  law,  in  regard  to  the  passing  of  a 
prohibitory  enactment,  such  as  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  believe  a  prohibitory  law  that  would 
decrease  drunkenness  and  excess  in  drinking  would  certainly  be  in  accord  with  the 
Divine  law. 

12618.  You  think  that,  in  so  far  as  that  is  concerned,  there  is  no  variance  between 
the  law  of  God  and  such  a  law  as  the  Scott  Act,  if  the  law  is  to  carry  out  a  purpose  of 
that  kind  ? — I  think  there  is  no  variance. 

12619.  Your  opinion  is,  that  there  are  practical  difficulties  in  the  way  .of 
enforcing  a  prohibitory  law  ? — Yes. 


Rev.  Henry  Montgomery. 
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ALFRED  ROWLEY,  of  Marysville,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : — 
By  Judge  McDonald : 

12620.  What  is  your  occupation  or  calling? — Bookkeeper  for  IV 
Marysville. 

12621.  Were  you  here  when  Mr.  Gibson  gave  his  evidence? — No. 

12622.  What  is  the  population  of  Marysville?— About  2,000. 

12623.  Is  Mr.  Gibson  the  proprietor  of  the  place? — Yes,  principally. 

12624.  Are  there  persons  who  own  houses,  apart  from  Mr.  Gibson  ?- 
are  a  few  within  the  limits  of  the  town. 

12625.  Are  they  persons  in  his  employment? — Some  of  them,  and  t 
farmers. 

1 2626.  Is  it  an  incorporated  town  ? — Yes. 

12627.  Has  it  a  Mayor?— Yes. 

12628.  Has  it  a  Police  Magistrate  ?— No. 

12629.  Has  it  a  police  force? — One  policeman. 

12630.  Are  there  any  churches  there? — Yes.  ^ 

12631.  How  many  ? — There  are  five  churches. 

12632.  Are  there  any  temperance  societies? — Yes,  one ;  the  Sons  of  ^ 

12633.  The  W.C.T.U.  ?— A.  I  think  not. 

12634.  From  the  character  we  got  of  the  place,  it  appears  to  be  a  tl 
abiding  community  ? — Yes,  that  is  so.  We  have  one  policeman,  and  he  ha 
do,  except  at  night. 

12635.  The  town  is  in  a  county  which  is  under  the  Scott  Act? — Yes 

12636.  Is  the  Act  well  observed  there? — Yes,  I  guess  it  it  is,  becaus 
places  where  liquor  is  sold. 

12637.  Have  you  reason  to  suppose  there  is  any  sale  there  at  all 
any  reason.  • 

12638.  It  is  a  sober  community  ? — Yes. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod: 

12639.  You  are  a  Town  Councillor  ?— Yes. 

12640.  How  many  rum  shops  have  you  ? — None. 

12641.  Have  you  any  pauperism  in  Marysville  ? — None  that  I  am  a^ 

12642.  Has  not  the  town  assessed  itself  for  the  poor  ?  —Yes,  $100  thi 
last  year,  as  we  did  not  require  anything  from  it. 

12643.  Do  you  attribute  this  absence  of  pauperism  somewhat  to  th< 
of  the  prohibitory  ^ law  there? — I  think  it  is  very  largely  attributable  t 
reason  the  people  are  all  employed  and  there  is  no  occasion  for  pauperism. 

12644.  If  there  were  a  licensed  drink  trade  there,  do  you  think  < 
could  keep  order  in  the  town  ? — I  should  think  not. 

1 2645.  How  many  years  have  you  been  there  ? — More  than  26  years. 

12646.  That  was  prior  to  the  incorporation  of  the  town? — Yes. 

1 2647.  You  have  witnessed  almost  entirely  the  building  up  of  the  to 

12648.  It  was  quite  a  small  place  when  you  went  there?— A  few  rid 
and  an  old  mill. 

12649.  You  have  experience  up  and  down  the  valley  of  the  Nashwau 
bering  operations  are  carried  on  ? — Yes,  all  the  time. 

12650.  What  is  your  impression  as  to  the  diinking  habits  of  the  pe< 
25  years  ago  ? — Twenty  or  twenty-five  years  ago  there  was  a  great  deal 
and  used  in  the  valley  of  the  Nashwauk,  and  the  condition  of  the  peo 
guod  as  it  is  to-day. 

12651.  Were  there  any  licensed  places? — Between  Fredericton  and 
were  18  or  19  places,  some  licensed  and  some  I  presume  not,  in  25  miles. 

12652.  How  many  are  there  now? — Report  says  there  might  be  poss 
do  not  know  that  there  are  any. 
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By  Mr.  Clarke : 

1 2678.  The  condition  of  things  has  changed  in  the  country  general 
impression. 

12679.  There  were  a  lot  of  wayside  inns  when  the  stage  coachei 
which  have  been  done  away  with  largely  since  the  railways  came  in  ?-^ 
that  section  were  done  away  with  previous  to  that,  but  possibly  it  has  h 
do  with  it. 


SAMUEL  B.  TOWNSEND,  of  Montreal,  was  duly  sworn. 

Rev.  Dr.  McLEOD. — I  protest  against  the  hearing  of  any  witn 
who  are  not  residents  of  the  town  or  county  or  province,  when  there  an 
dent  in  the  city  or  province  who  are  waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  b 
have  been  subpoenaed. 

Judge  McDONALD. — There  has  been  considerable  difficulty  at  ti 
witnesses.  We  have  called  over  the  lists  of  our  official  witnesses,  a 
in  position  when  gentlemen  who  represent  certain  interests  here  ham 
alternately.  The  last  name  handed  in  was  Mr.  Rowley,  and  now  it  is 
other  gentleman,  who  handed  in  this  name ;  and  we  cannot  inquire  f 
matter. 

Rev.  Dr.  McLEOD. — The  same  question  arose  at  Halifax. 

Judge  McDONALD. — The  same  mode  of  procedure  had  not  arisei 

The  examination  of  the  witness  was  proceeded  with. 
By  Judge  McDonald : 

12680.  Where  is  your  residence? — Montreal. 

12681.  What  is  your  occupation  or  calling  ? — Commission  merchar 
cial  traveller. 

12682.  How  long  have  you  been  a  commercial  traveller? — Five  ye 

12683.  Where  have  you  travelled  during  that  time  ?— Principally  i 
Provinces,  but  at  times  as  far  as  the  Detroit  River, 

12684.  You  have  travelled  in  the  Maritime  Provinces  ? — Yes. 

1 2685.  In  what  line  of  business  are  you  engaged  ? — In  the  wine  busi 

12686.  You  are  travelling  for  a  wine  house  ? — Yes. 

12687.  Have  you  had  any  opportunity  of  forming  an  opinion  as  to 
Act  is  observed  ? — My  business  has  brought  me  almost  exclusively  in  tj 
to  the  wholesale  houses.  I  have  visited  almost  every  town  of  1,000  inh 
have  yet  to  find  a  town  where  liquor  was  not  to  be  had  for  beverage  pur] 
wanted  it. 

1 2688.  As  to  the  province  of  New  Brunswick  ? — I  do  not  know  on 
codld  not  find  liquor. 

12689.  Name  some  of  the  towns  where  you  have  been? — Sussex, 
ville,  Newcastle,  Chatham,  Woodstock,  Fredericton,   McAdam  Juncti 
Junction. 

12690.  These  are  all  places  where  you  have  been  able  to  find  int< 
for  beverage  purposes  ? — Yes. 

12691.  At  any  of  these  are  sales  made  by  your  firm  ? — In  three  pla 

12692.  How  about  Nova  Scotia  ?— In  Nova  Scotia  I  have  visited 
Sydney,  Antigonish,  New  Glasgow,  Pictou,  Truro,  Amherst,  Luner 
under  the  Nova  Scotia  local  law,  but  is  not  a  licensed  town — Bridgewat 
Liverpool,  Yarmouth,  Windsor,  Annapolis,  Digby,  Weymouth. 

12693.  In  all  these  places  intoxicating  liquors  are  sold  for  beven 
Yes. 
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12694.  How  about  Prince  Edward  Island  ? — In  Charlottetown  the  Scott  Act  has 
been  repealed ;  but  I  know  of  Summerside,  Souris,  Georgetown  and  Alberton,  where 
there  is  sale. 

12695.  Are  you  able  to  say  anything  as  to  the  -State  of  Maine  ? — Only  in  regard  to 
Houlton  and  Calais  from  recent  knowledge,  but  from  two  to  five  years  ago  I  could 
speak  of  Old  Orchard,  Portland  and  Bang  ;r. 

12696.  How  did  you  find  the  Maine  Jaw  enforced? — I  found  no  difficulty  at  all 
It  was  the  same  as  if  there  were  no  law.  In  some  cases  they  might  be  a  little  more 
particular,  but  there  was  no  difficulty. 

12697.  You  have  spoken  of  some  towns  that  we  have  not  visited,  such  as  New- 
castle and  Woodstock  ?— Yes. 

12698.  How  large  is  Newcastle  ?— From  2,000  to  3,000  people. 

12699.  And  Woodstock  ?— About  3,000. 

12700.  And  Chatham  ? — Chatham  is  larger. 

12701.  How  are  they  in  proportion  to  the  others  ? — About  the  same,  or,  I  think, 
Chatham  would  show  larger  than  other  towns  I  have  mentione<i. 

•  12702.  What  about  the  quality  of  liquor  ? — From  my  experience  as  representing  a 
house  doing  one  of  the  largest  businesses  in  Canada,  dealing  almost  entirely  in  imported 
goods,  the  classes  of  liquors  in  Scott  Act  towns  are  of  inferior  quality.  We  do  not  sell 
there  any  fine  qualities  of  wines  and  whiskies ;  what  there  are  gold  are  vei  y  small  quanti- 
ties proportionately  in  these  places. 

12703.  What  kinds  of  liquors  are  principally  used? — Scotch  whiskies  are  used 
very  largely  in  this  province. 

12704.  Are  malt  liquors  sold  1 — There  is  considerable  malt  liquor  sold,  but  nothing 
like  the  quantity  in  the  other  j)rovinces,  because  malt  liquors  represent  a  great  bulk,  and 
people  are  afraid  of  selling  what  is  very  noticeable. 

12705.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  as  to  the  character  of  the  liquors  as  they  are 
retailed  1 — They  are  very  poor  in  the  majority  of  places. 

12706.  Are  they  adulterated? — They  are  sold  by  the  wholesale  merchant  very 
largely  as  they  are  retailed,  but  they  are  sold  as  common  goods. 

12707.  Are  you  in  a  position  to  say  as  to  the  amount  of  goods  imported  by  your 
firm  into  these  provinces  ?--I  could  not  say  very  well,  because  we  do  considerable  in 
goods  duty  paid,  and  others  in  bond  on  the  ship  in  Europe,  and  sometimes  duty  paid 
represents  three  times  the  amount  of  the  goods  in  bond. 

1 2708.  Do  you  know  how  far  they  are  taken  out  of  bond  ? — They  are  taken  out  of 
bond  when  they  arrive  here.  We  sell  a  great  deal  here,  and  we  pay  the  duty,  but  a 
large  quantity  is  sold  practically  in  Europe,  and  they  pay  the  duty  when  the  goods  arrive. 

12709.  The  Collector  of  Customs  said  the  Customs  duties  would  exceed  the  value 
of  the  goods  ? — I  called  on  the  Collector  of  Customs  in  Woodstock,  and  he  gave  me  a 
statement  signed  and  sealed,  and  he  stated  something  to  the  same  effect.  This  is  the 
statement  he  gave  me  : 

Customs,  Canada,  Woodstock,  N.B.,  12th  Auirust,  1892, 
Statement  of  Bpintuous  liquors  entered  for  coilsiimption  at  the  Custom s-houae  in  the  district  of  the 
Port  of  Woodstock,  N.B.,  which  comprises  the  counties  of  Carleton,  Victoria  and  Madawaska,  N.K,  for 
three  years  ending  30th  June,  1892. 

Value. 

For  year  ending  30th  June,  1890—5,865  gallons §    3,997 

do  do  1891—4,140      do        2,830 

do  do  1892-4,660      do 3,843 

Total 14,655  <  10,670 

The  duty  on  the  above  would  increase  the  value  by  about  $29,000.  The  above  figures  represent  about 
one-half  the  trade  in  this  district,  as  a  large  number  of  traders  buy  duty  paid  in  St.  John.  There  is  very 
little  wine,  and  no  ale,  beer  or  porter  included  in  the  above  figures,  it  all,  or  nearly  all,  being  bought  duty 
paid. 

D.  F.  MERRITT. 

CciUector  of  Cuiim*, 

I  may  state  that  the  Customs  tariff  demands  the  return  in  proof  gallons.  Liquore 
are  sold  25  per  cent  under  proof,  so  that  represents  25  per  cent  more  than  the  quan- 
tity of  liquor. 

Samuel  B.  Townsend. 
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12710.  That  includes  the  counties  of  Carleton,  Victoria  and  Madawj 

12711.  Carleton  is  under  the  Scott  Act? — I  think  all  three  counties 
Scott  Act.  I  also  have  a  return  from  the  Collector  of  Inland  Revenue 
of  the  amount  of  Canadian  whisky  on  which  duty  was  paid,  which  I  prod 

Inland  Revenue,  Woodstock,  N.B.,  12th  - 

Memorandum  of  amount  of  spirits  on  which  duty  was  paid  at  the  local  office  of  V 

Inland  Revenue  Division  of  St  John,  N.B.,  durine  the  year  1891  and  part  of  year  18l>2  i 

1891— 1,391 -96  proof  gallons,  duty  paid $2,01 

1892—   584-60  do  do  8] 

WILLIAM  DIBBLE, 

Deputp  Collector  Im 

12712.  Does  the  same  remark  apply  as  to  the  25  per  cent  ? — Ye^. 

12713.  Your  experience  is  that  liquors  are  freely  sold  for  l)everage  px 
thcee  Maritime  Provinces,  and  that  on  the  whole  they  are  of  an  inferior  < 

12714.  You  said  something  about  knowing  the  Province  of  Quebec? 

12715.  How  do  you  find  matters  there? — Of  course  we  do  a  very 
there,  but  we  sell  a  better  quality  of  goods  there.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  tl 
liquor  sold  in  these  Provinces,  for  there  is  ;  but  there  is  a  very  large  < 
inferior  quality. 

1 27 16.  Do  you  know  if  any  persons  in  these  Provinces  send  to  Montre 
vinces  to  get  liquor  for  their  own  consumption  ? — Yes,  that  is  the  difficulty 
tend  with.  Under  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  you  cannot  recover  accoun 
counties.  We  hav^  had  persons  send  to  us,  and  particularly  one  fii  m  in  St 
in  1890  got  $1,800  worth  of  goods  and  paid  $700,  and  we  never  got  a 
they  went  into  business  for  the  purpose  of  selling  the  goods,  and  refus 
persons  from  whom  they  bought  them. 

Bj/  Mr.  Clarke  : 

12717.  Do  the  liquors  enumerated  above  include  all  the  liquors  sold  i 
— Not  by  any  means.  The  Inland  Revenue  return  in  Woodstock  is  all  i 
one  man. 

12718.  If  you  sold  any  there  would  that  be  included  ? — Not  unless  I  s 
If  I  sold  from  Montreal  the  goods  would  not  appear  there. 

12719.  If  travellers  from  St.  John  sold  liquors  there,  would  they  be  ij 
they  would  not. 

12720.  How  long  have  you  been  travelling  in  these  Provinces? — Ste 
two  years. 

12721.  What  has  been  your  experience  as  to  the  enforcement  of  the 
That  it  is  not  enforced ;  that  it  is  just  the  same  as  if  there  was  no  law. 

12722.  You  say  there  is  fear  as  to  the  use  of  beer? — It  is  in  thii 
trade  became  too  noticeable,  there  might  be  some  notice  taken  of  it ;  a 
runs  only  from  6  to  8  per  cent  of  spirit  whereas  whisky  runs  from  75  to  8 

12723.  There  is  no  trouble  for  a  man  to  get  liquor  if  he  wants  it? — ] 

12724.  The  quality  of  liquor  is  deteriorating  ?— Yes,  and  the  reason 
say  if  a  seizure  is  made  and  they  carry  a  cheaper  liquor,  it  will  not  be  so  ] 
they  carried  a  superior  article. 

12725.  Have  you  noticed  any  less  number  of  drunken  people  on  tl 
the  adoption  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — No,  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  ch 
I  can  judge. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

12726.  What  firm  do  you  represent? — Lawrence  A.  Wilson  &  Co.  of 
\2121,  Speaking  of  the  statement  of  the  Collector  of  Customs  in  Woe 

know  as  to  Victoria  and  Madawaska  being  under  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  i 
thought  until  I  saw  the  names  entered  in  the  Collector's  report. 

12728.  Do  you  know  what  proportion  of  liquors  mentioned  in  thai 
into  Madawaska  and  Victoria,  and  what  proportion  into  Carleton  ? — I 
know  that  a  very  large  proportion  is  used  in  Carleton. 
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12729.  How  do  you  know? — I  know,  because  I  have  seen  a  large  proportion  of 
the  goods  I  have  sold  used  in  Carleton  County. 

12730.  You  do  not  know  what  proportion  goes  into  the  two  license  counties,  and 
what  proportion  goes  into  the  Scott  Act  county  ? — I  do  not. 

12731.  Do  you  know  whether  the  quantity  which  went  in  prior  to  the  Scott  Act 
was  greater  or  less  than  that  which  has  gone  in  since  ? — No ;  I  have  no  knowledge, 
except  within  the  last  two  or  three  years. 

12732.  Have  you  any  difficulty  in  collecting  in  Scott  Act  counties  ? — Only  that  one 
case  in  St.  Stephen,  because  we  do  not  deal  with  small  hous&s. 

12733.  Not  with  hotels  ?— No. 

12734.  Do  you  know  that  there  is  a  Sabbath  law  in  those  places  ? — I  p)*esu  me  so, 
but  I  do  not  know. 

12735.  Is  there  a  violation  of  it  in  those  places? — I  think  there  is  a  violation o/ it. 

12736.  You  think  the  Sabbath  law  is  a  failure  1 — Under  the  existing  state  of  things 
I  think  it  is,  because  the  trade  in  liquors  under  the  present  condition  of  things  has  been 
driven  into  the  hands  of  unscrupulous  people  in  many  instances.  There  are  many 
respectable  people  in  it,  but  I  thiidc  you  will  find  that  the  people  who  defy  the  Sabbath 
law  are  not  scrupulous  people. 

12737.  It  is  scarcely  worth  while  to  ask  you  if  you  believe  in  a  prohibitory  law?— I 
do  not. 

12738.  If  there  were  one  touching  the  importation  and  manufacture  as  well  as  the 
sale,  would  your  firm  continue  to  effect  sales  as  far  as  possible  ? — I  could  not  speak  for 
my  firm. 

12739.  Well,  for  yourself? — It  would  be  a  pretty  serious  thing  for  me.  I  have 
been  brought  up  in  the  liquor  business  since  I  left  school,  and  my  services  would  not  be 
as  valuable  to  me  under  those  circumstances. 

12740.  The  prohibitory  law  would  affect  your  business? — Yes. 

12741.  Do  you  mean  that  your  business  does  not  particularly  observe  law  f— No, 
I  do  not  say  that ;  I  think  my  firm  might  not  continue  to  do  business.  It  is  largely  a 
matter  of  circumstance.     It  is  such  an  improbable  matter  that  I  never  gave  it  a  thought 

12742.  Is  your  business  better  in  Quebec  than  in  the  Maritime  Provinces?— I  do 
not  think  it  is.  It  is  a  different  business.  In  Quebec  it  is  mostly  a  wine  business,  and 
here  it  is  difficult  to  sell  wines. 

12743.  Are  sales  easier  in  Quebec  than  in  the  Maritime  Provinces? — There  are 
more  large  wholesale  houses  doing  business.  Here,  there  are  a  number  of  small  jobbing 
houses,  whereas  in  Montreal  we  have  a  number  of  customers  who  do  business  throughout 
the  whole  province. 

12744.  You  are  selling  under  license? — Yes. 

12745.  But  your  sales  in  Scott  Act  counties,  are  they  under  license? — We  consider 
them  perfectly  legitimate.  We  pay  duty  on  the  goods  we  sell  and  pay  a  license,.and  we  are 
justified  in  doing  business  where  we  can. 

12746.  Altogether  regardless  of  the  will  of  the  community? — We  do  not  pay  much 
attention  to  that. 

12747.  Do  you  sell  these  inferior  goods  you  speak  of  T — We  do. 

12748.  Does  that  impress  you  that  the  Scott  Act  affects  your 'business  ? — It  does. 

12749.  Then  you  mean  to  say  the  Scott  Act  affects  your  business? — It  does  in 
that  way.     We  sell  quite  as  much,  but  of  a  lower  quality. 

12750.  You  would  prefer  the  repeal  of  the  Scott  Act? — Yes;  we  would  prefer  to 
sell  goods  which  were  a  credit  to  us,  and  not  goods  which  we  are  ashamed  of  owning. 

12751.  You  do  sell  goods  you  are  ashamed  of  owning? — Yes,  because  the  trade 
demands  it. 

12752.  You  spoke  of  the  trade  being  driven  by  the  law  into  the  hands  of  dis- 
reputable people.  Do  you  know  if  they  are  of  that  class  in  Madawaska  or  Victoria?— 
I  have  never  been  there. 

12753.  Is  liquor  sold  at  Andover,  Grand  Falls  and  Edmundston  ? — I  have  never 
been  further  north  than  Woodstock. 

12754.  But  you  know  your  goods  go  to  Madawaska? — I  do  not.  I  know  they  go 
to  Carleton  County. 

vSamuel  B.  Townsend. 
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12755.  Woodstock  is  the  port  of  entry  for  Madawaska  ? — Yes. 

12756.  And  you  know  from  the  statement  of  the  Collector  that  the  goods  go  there  i     ' 
— No,  because  he  only  speaks  generally  on  the  entries ;  he  would  not  know  they  went 
into  those  counties. 

12757*  You  have  not  seen  any  diminution  of  drunkenness? — That  is  within  two 
years? 

1 2758.  You  have  observed  no  change  ? — No,  not  in  that  time. 

12759.  And  your  business  has  not  changed? — No. 

12760.  Is  there  any  relation  between  the  two  things  ? — No,  there  is  not. 

12761.  Do  you  suppose  If  the  business  you  represent  fell  off,  drunkenness  would 
diminish  ? — No ;  competition  might  account  for  that,  another  firm  might  come  in. 

1 2762.  If  the  quantity  of  liquor  sold  fell  off,  do  you  suppose  drunkenness  would 
diminish  ? — Yes,  I  think  it  would. 

12763.  Then  there  is  a  relation  between  the  drink  sale  and  the  drunkenness? — 
Yes,  in  that  way  I  think  there  is. 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

12764.  Is  it  illegal  for  you  to  sell  to  people  in  Scott  Act  counties  ? — No,  it  is  not. 

12765.  You  do  not  break  the  law  then? — No. 

12766.  The  Scott  Act  permits  people  who  reside  in  the  County  to  bring  in  parckages 
of  liquor  for  their  own  use  ? — Yes. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

12767.  You  have  spoken  of  the  State  of  Maine,  and  of  knowing  Calais  and  Houl- 
ton  recently? — In  Houlton,  which  is  12  or  13  miles  from  Woodstock,  there  are  three 
open  bars. 

12768.  What  character  of  liquors  is  sold  there? — There  was  gin,  brandy  and 
whisky.     There  may  have  been  other  liquors,  but  those  are  what  I  noticed. 

12769.  Have  they  any  license  ? — I  believe  they  pay  the  United  States  tax. 

12770.  In  the  places  you  spoke  of,  did  many  people  seem  to  be  going  in  and  out  ? 
— In  one  place  they  seemed  to  be  a  little  cautious,  but  in  the  others  there  did  not  seem 
to  be  any  care  taken. 

1 277 1.  When  was  this  ? — Last  Friday.      A.nd  last  March  I  observed  the  same  thing. 

12772.  Have  you  recently  observed  any  sale  in  Calais? — Yes. 

12773.  What  is  the  character  of  the  sale  in  Calais? — It  was  not  an  open  bar,  but 
from  what  the  proprietor  of  the  place  told  us  I  think  he  was  a  little  suspicious,  owing 
to  the  visit  of  the  Commission  to  St.  Stephen. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

12774.  When  you  were  in  St.  Stephen,  did  you  take  orders  ? — From  only  one  man. 

12775.  Was  that  legal  ? — I  believe  so,  I  do  not  see  any  reason  why  we  should  not 

12776.  Does  the  law  forbid  the  sale  of  liquors  in  a  Scott  Act  county? — I  have  no 
knowledge  that  it  does,  and  we  pay  our  license. 

12777.  Have  you  taken  orders  in  Fredericton  ? — I  have. 

12778.  Do  you  observe  a  very  general  open  sale  in  Scott  Act  counties? — In  bars? 
Yes,  I  do. 

12779.  You  would  be  likely,  being  in  the  business,  to  know  when  others  would 
not? — No  ;  because  I  know  very  few  of  the  retail  dealers. 

12780.  In  licensed  places  are  there  fewer  or  more  open  bars  than  in  Scott  Act 
places  ? — There  is  a  difference  in  different  places. 

12781.  How  many  bars  are  there  in  Fredericton? — I  know  of  about  half  a  dozen, 
but  I  am  told  there  are  about  twenty-two. 

12782.  Do  you  find  the  same  condition  of  publicity  in  St.  John? — Just  about  the 
same  thing. 

12783.  In  St.  John  you  see  the  sign  for  licensed  tavern? — Yes,  but  here  you  do 
not  see  the  sign. 

12784.  Do  you  see  any  sign  in  Fredericton  on  the  main  street?-— No,  1  cannot  say 
you  do. 
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12785.  Do  you  find  the  door  opening  c 
Avhere  the  liquor  is  sold. 

12786.  How  many  bars,  fitted  up  as  bars, 
— I  know  three. 

12787.  You  said  six? — I  said  six  places  ^ 

12788.  Will  you  say  whether  those  places 

12789.  Do  you  sell  to  drug  stores?— Yei 
quality  of  liquor  they  buy. 


Rev.  GEORGE  G.  ROBERTS,  of  Fred< 
follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

12790.  You  are  a  Clerk  in  Holy  Orders  ii 

12791.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Fre 

12792.  You  were  residing  here  when  the 

12793.  What  is  your  experience,  iit  th 
Fredericton  since  you  first  knew  it  ?  Has  thei 
there  has. 

12794.  There  is  less  drunkenness  than  the 

12795.  Do  you  think  there  is  less  consumj 
way  than  in  the  old  days  ? — Certainly. 

12796.  There  is  a  marked  change? — A  ve 

12797.  Do  you  find  that  change  elsewhei 
tainly  everywhere,  but  not  to  so  great  an  extei 

'  12798.  Do  you  think  the  Scott  Act  has  b 
12799.  It  has  ajffected  an  improvement  in 
conviction. 

I~^il2800.  Do  you  think  it  has  led  to  the  sale 
formerly  ? — That  would  be  my  opinion  and  bel 

12801.  Are  there  temperance  societies  in 

12802.  And  the  usual  religious  influences 

12803.  These  all  have  their  effect  also  ?— 

12804.  So  you  think  the  Scott  Act  anc 
producing  this  improved  state  of  affairs  1 — Tha 

1 2805.  You  have  had  nothing  to  do,  I  s 
in  any  way  ? — Nothing  at  all. 

1 2806.  And  could  not  make  any  suggestio] 
connected  with  temperance  organizations,  and 
to  enforce  the  Act,  by  using  my  influence. 

12807.  Have  you  had  any  opportunity  to 
rural  districts  outside  of  the  city  ? — I  have  not 

12808.'  Have  you  reason  to  believe  it  has 
son  to  think  so. 

By  Mr.  Cla/rke  : 

12809.  Do  you  think  the  law  is  fairly  wel 
it  was. 

12810.  What  are  the  difficulties  in  the  W8 
police  derelict  in  their  duty  ?— I  should  be  son 

12811.  What  suggestion  could  you  make 
in  this  city  ? — If  there  were  some  official  whose 
it  might  be  better  enforced — some  Dominion  o 

Samuel  B.  Town  send. 
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12812.  The  Provincial  Legislature  has  given  the  City  Council  power  to  appoint  an 
official  to  enforce  the  law,  and  the  Dominion  Government  has  given  permission  to  hand 
over  the  fines  to  pay  the  official  enforcing  the  law. '  Is  there  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of 
appointing  an  official  to  enforce  the  law  1 — I  really  do  not  know. 

12813.  Has  an  effort  been  made  by  the  temperance  people  to  obtain  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  special  officer  or  Inspector  by  the  Council  ? — I  think  that  that  is  the  desire  of 
the  temperance  people,  as  far  as  I  know. 

12814.  Have  they  ever  made  their  desire  known  to  the  Council? — I  am  sorry  to 
say  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  say  how  far  they  have  tried  to  enforce  it. 

12815.  Do  you  think  the  appointment  of  an  officer  by  the  Provincial  Government 
or  the  Dominion  Government  would  be  productive  of  better  results  ? — I  think  so. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

12816.  Did  you  receive  a  circular  letter  from  the  Commission  ? — I  did. 

12817.  Have  you  answered  it  ? — I  have,  at  least  I  have  written  the  answers,  but  I 
have  not  mailed  them  yet. 

12818.  I  believe  you  were  some  years  in  the  ministerial  office  before  coming  to 
Fredericton.  From  your  experience  in  your  pastoral  duties,  which  bring  you  in  very 
close  connection  with  families,  do  you  believe  that,  to  any  extent,  the  drink  trade  and 
the  drink  habit  are  the  cause  of  crime,  immorality,  poverty,  domestic  trouble,  neglect  of 
children  and  neglect  of  religion? — I  think  so  decidedly. 

12819.  To  a  considerable  extent? — To  a  considerable  extent  undoubtedly.  I  know 
a  great  number  of  instances  in  which  the  unhappiness  in  families  has  been  caused  by 
drink,  and  that  was  the  result  of  the  drink  traffic. 

By  Mr.  Gigault  : 

12820.  Do  you  believe  the  Divine  law  forbids  the  moderate  use  of  wine?- -I  do  not. 

12821.  Would  you  favour  the  adoption  of  a  law  which  would  prohibit  the  sale  of 
wine  ? — I  strongly  favour  the  Scott  Act  in  Fredericton,  which  is  prohibitory  as  regards 
the  traffic  in  wine  in  this  city ;  but  whether  I  would  be  in  favour  of  a  prohibitory  law 
for  the  whole  country  is  quite  another  matter.  I  have  not  made  up  my  mind  on  that 
subject ;  it  would  depend  on  the  provisions  of  the  law.  For  the  present  I  prefer  the 
local  Act  as  it  exists  here,  and  I  have  not  made  up  my  mind  as  to  the  advisability  or 
practicability  of  a  general  prohibitory  law. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

12822.  Do  you  know  any  country  where  the  importation,  manufacture  and  sale  of 
liquor  is  prohibited  ? — I  think  it  is  in  som=»  portions  of  the  United  States. 

12823.  Have  you  ever  been  in  Maine  ? — Yes,  frequently. 

12824.  What  was  the  result  of  your  observation  there? — I  am  not  very  likely  to 
find  out  bar-rooms  or  places  where  drinking  is  carried  on,  and  I  would  have  no  oppor- 
tunity of  knowing ;  I  never  go  to  them. 

12825.  Did  you  observe  drunkenness  in  any  town  in  Maine? — No. 

12826.  Or  any  evidence  of  drinking  in  the  hotels  ? — No ;  I  have  stayed  at  some  of 
the  leading  hotels  in  Portland  and  Bangor  at  diflferent  times. 

12827.  Did  you  see  no  evidence  there  of  the  sale  of  liquor? — I  saw  none.  I  was 
not  looking  for  any,  but  I  certainly  did  not  notice  any. 

12828.  Some  evidence  is  not  far  to  seek  ? — I  do  not  reme  nber  seeing  any  case  of 
•drunkenness  either  in  Bangor  or  Portland.     I  have  no  recollection  of  any. 
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WILLIAM  QUEEN,  of  Woodstock,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows:— 
By  Judge  McDonald : 

12829.  You  are  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  I  believe? — Yes,  for  Carleton  County. 

12830.  Were  you  appointed  by  the  Government  of  New  Brunswick  to  that  por- 
tion ? — Yes. 

12831.  How  long  have  you  been  a  Justice  of  the  Peace? — It  will  soon  be  three  years. 

12832.  Is  the  Scott  Act  in  force  in  Carleton  County? — Yes. 

1 2833.  Is  it  in  force  in  Woodstock  ? — Yes,  the  Scott  Act  is  law  there. 

12834.  Then  there  are  no  licenses  issued  for  selling  liquor  for  beverage  purpoeesl 
—No. 

12835.  Do  you  know  other  sections  of  the  country  beyond  the  County  of  Carleton! 
— Yes,  I  have  been  in  other  places ;  I  have  been  in  the  County  of  Victoria. 

12836.  And  any  other  counties  ? — I  have  not  been  further  up  than  Victoria. 

12837.  Are  you  in  a  position  to  say  whether  the  Scott  Act  is  well  observed  in  the 
County  of  Carleton  ? — I  think  it  is  not. 

12838.  'How  is  it  observed  in  the  town  of  Woodstock  :  is  there  any  sale  of  liquor 
there  for  beverage  purposes  ? — I  think  so. 

12839.  Have  you  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  had  any  such  cases  before  you?— Such 
a  case  would  not  come  before  me,  but  before  the  Police  Magistrate  of  Woodstock. 

12840.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  any  such  cases  having  been  tried?— Yes,  a 
number  of  them. 

12841.  Could  you  form  an  opinion  as  to  the  niftnber  of  places  in  Woodstock  in 
which  intoxicating  beverages  are  sold  ? — From  latest  reports  I  could  gather  there  were 
at  least  25. 

12842.  What  is  the  population  of  the  town? — About  3,000  according  to  the  last 
census. 

12843.  Have  any  of  those  places  an  open  bar? — I  do  not  know,  I  do  not  go  into 
them  much. 

12844.  Do  you  ever  see  drunken  people  there  ? — Yes,  numbers  of  them.  I  observed 
four  passing  my  window  on  Saturday  night  in  about  one  hour. 

1 2845.  Were  they  drunk  ?— What  I  shoAld  call  drunk,  they  were  staggering  and 
were  not  able  to  walk  straight. 

12846.  How  many  members  of  the  police  force  are  there? — Two,  one  for  day  and 
one  for  night  duty. 

12847.  How  far  are  you  from  the  Maine  border? — About  12  miles. 

12848.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  character  of  the  liquor  sold  in  those  phicest 
— No  ;  I  never  drank  any  of  it,  and  I  know'  nothing  of  its  quality. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

12849.  Do  you  travel  pretty  extensively  through  the  County  of  Carleton  ?— Some- 
times my  business  leads  me  to  different  parts  of  the  county. 

1 2850.  How  is  the  Scott  Act  observed  outside  of  Woodstock  ? — From  the  r^rts 
I  hear  it  is  not  observed  any  better  than  in  the  town. 

12851.  Did  you  see  any  evidence  of  non-enforcement  in  other  parts  besides  Wood- 
stock ? — Yes,  I  have  seen  evidence  of  it. 

1 2852.  Is  there  a  Scott  Act  Inspector  ? — There  is  a  Scott  Act  Inspector  at  Wood- 
stock. 

12853.  Does  his  jurisdiction  extend  over  the  county? — Woodstock  is  a  separate 
municipality,  but  his  jurisdiction  extends  over  the  whole  county,  including  the  town. 

12854.  Is  any  attempt  made  to  enforce  the  Act  in  Woodstock? — Yes,  there  have 
been  several  very  strong  attempts  made  to  enforce  it. 

12855.  Have  they  been  fairly  successfxil  ? — They  have  been  successful  in  securing 
convictions  in  Woodstock,  but  not  in  carrying  them  through. 

12856.  How  long  has  the  county  been  under  the  operation  of  the  Canada  Tempe- 
rance Act  ? — That  I  could  not  tell  you.     It  was  in  force  when  I  went  there  to  live. 

William  Queen. 
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12857.  How  many  years  have  you  lived  there? — Four  years  next  May. 

1 2858.  Are  the  efforts  for  enforcement  more  vigorous  than  when  you  went  there 
three  or  four  years  ago  1 — Not  any,  I  think. 

12859.  Have  there  been  any  special  obstacles  or  difficulties  in  the  way  ? — I  have 
not  seen  any  effort  made  to  enforce  the  Act  since  la!!.t  winter. 

12860.  Have  there  been  any  special  obstacle*?  in  the  way  of  the  enforcement  of  the 
Act  there  I — Not  that  I  know  of. 

12861.  Is  one  Inspector  sufficient  to  enforce  the  Act  in  a  whole  county? — He  does 
not  enforce  the  Act  in  a  whole  county,  as  we  suj^pose  it  ought  to  be  done  to  make  it  a 
success,  because  the  Act  is  not  a  success  in  that  county. 

12862.  Do  you  know  if  the  Town  Council  has  given  instructions  to  the  police  to 
enforce  the  Act  there  ? — They  have  ^iven  insti  uctions  to  the  Inspector,  but  I  do  not 
know  anything  about  them.  The  police  forpe  is  not  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
County  Council,  but  of  the  Town  Council. 

1 2863.  Do  you  think  the  Town  Council  expect  the  policemen  there  to  enforce  the  Act? 
— I  could  not  say  whether  they  expect  them  to  enforce  it  or  not. 

1 2864.  Is  the  Act  persistently  and  continuously  violated  there  ? — Yes,  openly  in 
every  way  ;  I  do  not  see  anything  in  the  way  at  all.  I  see  people  going  into  places  after 
they  come  from  work  to  get  drink 

12865.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  County  of  Victoria  ? — Not  further  up  than 
Andover. 

12866.  How  has  the  law  been  observed  there  ? — The  Scott  Act  is  not  in  force  there. 

12867.  Is  there  more  drunkenness  in  the  County  of  Victoria,  where  a  license  law  is 
in  force,  than  in  parts  of  Carleton  County,  where  the  Scott  Act  is  in  force  ? — I  was  not 
long  ago  in  the  parish  of  Perth  and  Ando\  er.  There  is  a  village  on  one  side  and  another 
A  illage  on  the  other.  I  did  not  see  any  sign  of  drunkenness  or  a  drunken  man  there 
that  day. 

12868.  Is  the  license  law  in  force  on  both  sides  of  the  river  and  in  both  of  those 
villages  ? — No  licenses  are  granted  in  Andover,  but  in  Perth  there  are  licenses  granted, 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  The  Council  there  had,  I  think,  the  option  of  grant- 
ing licenses  in  the  different  parishes.  I  heard  that  the  Council  of  Andover  granted  no 
licenses  for  that  parish  last  session.  I  have  also  lived  in  Queen's  County,  where  the 
Scott  Act  is  in  force. 

12869.  How  is  the  law  enforced  there? — I  never  heard  of  a  successful  conviction 
in  the  county. 

1 2870.  Is  the  law  violated  there  ? — The  number  of  liquor  places,  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge,  is  about  the  same  as  before  the  Act  was  adopted.    I  think  there  is  no  difference. 

12871.  Do  you  speak  generally  of  the  county?—  I  speak  of  the  western  part  of  the 
county,  generally  ;  I  do  not  know  the  eastern  part.  There  were  no  licenses  granted  in 
that  county  previous  to  the  adoption  of  the  Scott  Act,  either  in  the  western  or  eastern 
part. 

12872.  Do  you  think  the  Scott  Act  tends  to  reduce  drinking  and  drunkenness? — 
So  far  as  my  observation  in  Woodstock  goes,  it  has  not  done  so. 

12873.  Have  you  had  any  experience  of  the  operation  of  the  Maine  liquor  law  :  do 
you  know  how  it  is  working  ? — No,  not  particularly.  I  was  in  company  with  Mr. 
Sleeper,  of  Lewiston,  this  morning,  and  I  asked  him  at  how  many  places  liquor  was  sold 
in  his  town,  and  he  told  him  it  was  sold  at  forty  p'aces. 

12874.  What  is  the  population  of  Lewiston? — I  do  not  know.  Of  course  that  is 
hearsay  evidence.  He  is  a  native  of  Lewiston  and  has  lived  there  all  his  life,  and  he  told 
me  liquor  was  sold  at  40  places. 

12875.  Would  you  favour  a  more  stringent  measure  than  the  Scott  Act? — I  would 
be  in  favour  of  a  prohibitory  law,  if  it  would  prohibit ;  but  if  it  were  no  better  than  the 
Scott  j^ctj  1  would  not  be  in  favour  of  it. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod : 

12876.  Do  you  know  whether  the  Scott  Act  has  ever  been  enforced  in  Woodstock? 
— You  mean  to  stop  drinking  ?     My  answer  to  that  is,  not  since  I  went  there. 

12877.  Has  it  stopped  the  trade  at  all,  even  temporarily  ? — I  do  not  think  it  has. 
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12878.  You  have  spoken  of  persons  from  various  parts  of  the  county  being  brought 
into  Woodstock  for  trial  for  violations  of  the  law  ? — Yes. 

12879.  Would  the  fact  that  they  have  been  brought  to  Woodstock  for  trial  indicate 
to  you  that  there  was  an  attempt  to  enforce  the  law  ? — Yes,  that  would  be  an  attempt 
at  the  time  to  enforce  the  law. 

12880.  For  such  time  as  that,  even  for  a  short  time,  was  the  law  enforced  ?—Yoq 
mean  that  the  law  was  put  into  force  sufficient  to  stop  liquor  selling  ?     No,  I  think  not. 

12881.  You  do  not  think  that  even  for  one  week  the  sale  of  liquor  has  been  stopped 
to  any  extent? — No. 

12882.  Not  even  lessened  ? — Not  even  lessened,  because  I  have  not  seen  any  dimi- 
nution of  drunkenness  in  town. 

12883.  Is  there  a  good  deal  of  drunkenness  ? — A  good  deal  of  it  in  the  town,  more 
than  there  should  be  and  more  than  is  good  for  the  town. 

12884.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  less  drunkenness  if  the  trade  were  licensed? 
— I  think  the  liquor  traffic  would  not  do  as  much  injury  as  it  does  now. 

1 2885.  Do  you  mean  that  the  men,  if  authorized  to  sell,  would  not  sell  as  much  as  now  ] 
— I  do  not  think  there  would  be  any  more  sale,  if  the  trade  were  licensed. 

1 2886.  You  do  not  know  25  places  selling,  of  your  own  knowledge  ?— No. 

12887.  That  opinion  is  just  hearsay? — That  is  what  I  was  told. 

12888.  You  were  told  there  were  25  ? — Yes,  this  morning. 

12889.  What  was  your  source  of  information? — The  statement  came  from  an  hotel 
keeper. 

12890.  Do  you  know  whether  he  is  a  seller  himself?—-!  think  he  is. 

12891.  You  think  the  law  is  not  a  success? — I  think  the  law  is  not  a  success. 

12892.  Do  you  know  why  it  is  not  a  success  ? — Yes  ;  because  they  fail  to  enforce  it. 

12893.  Who  fails  to  enforce  it  ? — Those  who  have  authority  over  it. 

12894.  You  mean  the  Inspector? — I  do. 

12895.  Do  you  know  that  he  has  made  a  great  many  complaints  ? — Yes,  I  do. 

12896.  Do  you  know  that  he  has  prosecuted  a  good  many  complaints  to  convic- 
tion ? — Yes,  in  the  Justices  Court,  but  not  outside  of  that. 

12897.  Has  he  secured  convictions  in  the  Police  Magistrate's  Court  in  Woodstock  1 
—Yes. 

1 2898.  In  a  considerable  number  of  cases  ? — Yes. 

12899.  Would  it  appear  to  you  that  he  was  making  an  attempt,  at  all  events,  to 
discharge  his  duty? — He  has  made  several  attempts  to  discharge  his  duty. 

12900.  And  he  has  secured  how  many  convictions? — I  think  30  last  winter. 

12901.  Wh*it  became  of  those  convictions? — I  could  not  answer  that  question 
except  by  saying  that  they  came  before  a  Judge  in  Fredericton  and  were  held  there. 

12902.  They  were  held  there  for  what  reason ;  was  it  because  the  cases  were  not 
proven? — I  could  not  answer  that  question,  because  the  machinery  of  the  law  when  it 
goes  that  far  is  beyond  my  knowledge. 

1 2903.  When  the  cases  came  before  the  court  at  Fredericton,  were  the  convictions 
quashed  because  the  evidence  was  insufficient  ? — I  could  not  tell  whether  they  were 
<iuashed  or  not. 

1 2904.  Do  you  understand  that  those  appeals  are  still  pending  ? — Yes. 

1 2904a.  What  imprassipn  would  the  enforcement  of  the  law  and  the  action  of  the 
Inspector  convey  in  regard  to  public  sentiment  and  the  views  of  the  people  in  r^^ 
to  the  law  ? — I  think  probably  the  appeals  would  tend  to  discourage  the  Inspector  for 
a  time,  because  they  tended  to  put  the  county  at  considerable  expense,  which  the 
people  did  not  realize,  in  consequence  of  the  operation  of  the  law. 

12905.  Had  you  anything  to  do  with  the  prosecutions  at  that  time?— No. 

12906.  Have  you  had  anything  t  •  do  with  the  incidents  of  the  prosecutions?  For 
instance,  there  was  a  charge  against  the  Inspector,  brought  before  your  court  t-^o, 
there  was  a  charge  brought  against  him,  but  not  on  that  ground. 

12907.  Was  there  a  charge  made  which  had  the  effect  of  staying  the  proceedings 
for  a  time  ? — No,  they  went  on  with  their  business  all  the  same. 

12908.  Was  it  because  the  order  of  your  court  was  disregarded  ? — The  order  of  my 
court  was  obeyed  at  that  time. 

William  Queen. 
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12909.  And  the  party  to  the  prosecutions  was  imprisoned? — Yes,  he  w^as  im- 
prisoned for  violation  of  the  county  law. 

12910.  That  is  to  say  that  the  party  to  the  prosecutions  was  brought  before  your 
court  and  imprisoned  1 — He  was  summoned  before  me  on  a  charge  of  breaking  the  county 
law,  and  he  was  proven  guilty  and  fined. 

12911.  He  was  charged  with  a  Eolation  of  the  law  that  forbids  a  commercial 
traveller  or  pedlar  from  selling  without  a  license  1 — Yes,  that  was  the  charge. 

12912.  And  he  was  put  in  jail? — Yes. 

12913.  Do  you  know  whether  that  charge  was  designed  to  prevent  prosecutions  at 
that  time  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

12914.  Have  you  any  opinion  about  that? — Not  any.  The  charges  were  made 
before  me  under  oath,  and  I  took  cognizance  of  them. 

12915.  He  was  very  soon  released? — Yes,  he  was  released. 

12916.  Not  by  any  order  of  your  court  ? — He  was  released  by  pacing  a  fine. 

12917.  The  oi-der  of  your  court  was  fine  or  imprisonment? — Yes,  fine,  and  in  de- 
fault, imprisonment. 

12918.  And  on  the  fine  being  paid  he  was  released? — Yes. 

12919.  Was  the  fine  paid  to  you  ? — Yes,  I  received  the  fine. 

1 2920.  Did  you  order  his  release  ?— When  they  paid  the  jailer,  the  jailer  released  him. 

12921.  The  fine  was  not  paid  to  you  ?— No,  to  the  jailer. 

12922.  I  want  to  bring  out  the  fact  whether  the  proceeding  of  the  court  was  an 
interference  with  the  enforcement  of  the  law  ? — They  went  on  with  those  cases  just  the 
same,  and  they  were  carried  to  conviction, 

12923.  Have  those  convictions  been  quashed  on  appeal,  based  on  irregularity  of 
proceedings? — That  I  could  not  tell  you. 

12924.  Do  you  know  whether  the  appeal  was  based  on  the  declaration  that  the 
evidence  was  not  suflicient  to  convict  ? — I  could  not  tell  you  that  either ;  I  do  not  know 
what  the  lawyer's  plea  was. 

12925.  In  what  part  of  Queen's  did  you  live? — In  the  western  part. 

12926.  In  what  town  or  village? — I  did  not  live  in  any  village,  but  in  the  parish 
of  Petersville. 

12927.  Do  you  think  liquor  selling  goes  on  under  the  Scott  Act? — Just  the  same 
as  when  I  lived  there. 

1 2928.  Do  you  know  anything  about  Queen's  County,  eastern  side  of  the  river  ? — No. 

12929.  You  do  not  know  whether  the  law  had  any  effect  there  or  not? — I  do  not 
know  whether  there  was  any  selling  before  the  law  came  into  force. 

12930.  You  know  the  country  chiefly  about  Petersville? — Yes.  There  never  was 
much  liquor  selling  in  that  district. 

12931.  How  long  were  you  in  Perth  ? — The  principal  part  of  a  day. 

1 2932.  Do  you  know  if  there  was  any  liquor  selling  there  ? — No. 

12933.  Do  you  know  if  there  are  any  licensed  places  there  or  not  ? — I  think  I  saw 
oite  licensed  place  during  the  time  I  was  there. 

12934.  You  do  not  know  anythinjc  about  Carleton  County  prior  to  the  Scott  Act, 
for  you  have  lived  there  only  four  years  ?-  No. 

12935.  So  you  are  not  able  to  compare  Carleton  County  under  the  license  law  with 
the  county  under  the  Scott  Act  ? — No. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

12936.  Can  you  compare  Woodstock  under  the  Scott  Act  with  any  town  under  a 
license  law  ? — No,  I  cannot. 

13937.  You  spoke  about  30  convictions.  Were  they  people  who  were  selling 
liquor  in  Woodstock  or  in  the  county  generally  ? — They  were  located  throughout  the 
county. 

12938.  How  many  were  in  the  county? — About  7  or  8. 

12939.  How  many  in  the  town?— About  22. 

12940.  Do  you  know,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  22  people  were  up  at  one  time  for 
selling  illegally  at  Woodstock  ? — Of  the  22  people  some  had  three  or  four  convictions  at 
one  time  against  them. 
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12941.  Had  any  been  placed  on  trial  for  a  third  offence  ? — Not  that  I  know  of. 

12942.  In  regard  to  this  person  brought  before  the  court :  I  suppose  the  usual 
penalty  was  imposed  ? — The  usual  penalty  for  breach  of  the  law. 

12943.  That  was  a  fine? — Yes,  the  fine  which  the  law  lays  down. 

1 2944.  He  would  not  have  been  jailed,  if  he  had  paid  the  fine  1 — No. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

12945.  He  did  not  appeal  from  your  conviction  to  a  higher  court  ? — Not  at  the  time. 

12946.  Did  he  afterwards?— Yes. 

12947.  What  became  of  the  appeal  ? — The  appeal  was  successful. 

1 2948.  And  your  conviction  was  quashed  ? — Yes. 

1 2949.  He  got  back  his  fine  ? — No ;  it  was  paid  over  to  the  County  Treasurer.  I 
do  not  think  he  got  it  back  j  I  never  heard  of  it. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod  : 

12950.  Do  you  understand  that  the  quashing  of  your  conviction  was  a  rebuke  to 
you  for  the  course  pursued  ? — No,  I  think  not. 

'  12951.  Do  you  know  whether  at  that  time  there  were  a  considerable  number  of 

persons  who  petitioned  against  your  action  and  petitioned  for  the  cancellation  of  your 
writ  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  ? 

Mr.  GIGAULT. — The  witness  surely  is  not  bound  to  answer  that  question.  We 
have  no  interest  whatever  in  inquiring  into  such  peijsonal  matters. 

Rev.  Dr.  McLEOD. — Witness,  do  you  decline  to  answer  the  question  ?  I  submit 
that  this  question  has  to  do  with  the  investigation,  for  this  reason :  there  was  an 
attempt  to  interfere  with  the  prosecution,  and  it  is  believed  that  Mr.  Queen  was  used  to 
further  that  action. 

Judge  McDONALD.— You  state  that  as  a  matter  of  fact.  You,  witness,  are 
one  of  Her  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  Carleton.  The  charge  has  been  made 
against  you  that  your  writ  was  used  for  such  and  such  a  purpose  ;  you  are  at  full  liberty 
to  make  whatsoever  statement  you  please  ? 

WITNESS. — It  is  not  the  fact,  to  my  knowledge ;  I  did  not  so  use  it. 

Rev.  Dr.  McLEOD. — That  is  not  an  answer  to  my  question.  I  asked  the  ques- 
tion :  Do  you  know  whether  at  that  time  a  considerable  number  of  persons  protested 
against  your  action  and  petitioned  for  the  cancellation  of  your  commission  as  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace  ? 

WITNESS. — I  never  saw  any  such  petition. 

12952.  Do  you  know  anything  of  such  petition? — I  do  not;  I  have  heard  of  it, 
that  is  all. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

12953.  You  retained  your  office? — Yes. 

1 2954.  So,  if  such  action  were  taken,  it  met  with  no  success,  so  far  as  you  were 
concerned  ? — So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  it  met  with  no  success. 

By  Mr,   Clarke  : 

12955.  When  was  the  petition  in  circulation? — Last  winter. 

12956.  Are  you  still  acting  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  ? — Yes. 

12957.  The  petition  was  not  entertained  by  Her  Majesty's  representative  in  the 
province  ? — No.  I  considered  the  matter  in  this  light,  that  when  a  party  came  in  and 
swore  out  a  complaint,  it  was  my  duty  to  act  on  it,  and  I  did  so. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

12958.  Everything  in  law  is  presumed  to  be  done  rightly  and  legally?— I  pre- 
sumed I  was  doing  my  duty,  unbiassed  in  any  way. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

12959.  Did  the  petition  set  out  the  facts? — I  could  not  tell  you  what  it  set  out. 
It  was  got  up  by  the  prosecuting  attorney  who  was  employed  by  the  County  Council, 
and  I  understood  it  was  done  from  personal  enmity,  on  account  of  business  matters. 

William  Queen. 
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HUGH  O'BRIEN,  of  Fredericton,  clerk,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : — 

By  Jvdge  McDonald : 

12960.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Fredericton  ? — All  my  life. 

12961.  Have  you  held  any  official  position  ? — No. 

12962.  Have  you  had  anything  to  do  with  the  administration  of  the  Scott  Act? — 
No,  nothing  more  than  that  I  did  what  I  could  to  secure  the  passage  of  the  Act.  . 

1 2963.  Do  you  think  the  law  has  worked  well  1 — Yes. 

12964.  Do  you  desire  it  should  continue  in  force  ? — Yes. 

12965.  Do  you  consider  that  it  has  had  a  good  effect  on  the  community  ? — Yes. 

12966.  Do  you  think  it  has  put  a  stop  to  drinking,  or  decreased  it  materially  1 — I 
think  it  has  lessened  drinking  at  least  one-half. 

12967.  Do  you  think  there  is  less  drunkenness  than  formerly? — I  know  it.  i 

12968.  Do  you  think  the  moral  condition  of  the  city  as  a  whole  has  improved  for 
some  time  past  ? — Yes. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod : 

1 2969.  Do  you  remember  the  time  before  the  Scott  Act  went  into  operation  ? — I  do. 

12970.  When  licenses  were  issued,  were  licensed  drinking  shops  all  about  the 
town  ? — Yes. 

12971.  What  is  your  impression  as  to  the  difference  between  that  time  and  the 
present  ?  What  state  of  things  prevailed  then  ? — ^I  remember  when  there  were  21  licensed 
taverns  and  I  knew  of  over  15  jug  shops,  as  we  called  them,  where  you  could  get  liquor 
any  time,  day  or  night.    T  do  not  say  that  everybody  could  get  it,  but  a  great  many  could. 

12972.  So  there  were  nearly  as  many  illicit  places  as  licensed  places? — Yes,  very 
nearly  as  many. 

12973.  Do  you  know  whether  any  attempt  was  made  to  shut  up  those  unlicensed 
places  ? — Very  seldom. 

12974.  Do  you  know  whether  the  men  who  held  licenses  interfered  with  the  men 
who  did  not  hold  licenses  ? — I  think  they  bought  their  liquor  from  the  parties  who  held 
the  licenses. 

12975.  So  the  licensees  supplied  the  illicit  men? — Yes. 

12976.  And  did  not  interfere  with  their  trade  ? — No. 

12977.  Was  there  a  good  deal  of  drunkenness  at  that  time  in  the  city,  say  twenty 
years  ago  ? — Yes.  Twenty  years  ago  on  Saturday  nights  I  have  seen  it  so  that  you 
could  hardly  pass  through  Regent  street  for  drunkenness  and  fighting  and  all  kinds  of 
disturbances. 

12978.  Were  all  the  people  lumbermen  or  were  there  others? — Part  were  lumber- 
men and  part  citizens.  The  young  men  of  Fredericton  at  that  time  all  drank,  and  if 
there  was  a  fire  the  whole  engine  company  would  be  drunk,  some  of  them  for  a  week. 
That  was  my  experience. 

12979.  Is  the  state  of  things  different  now  ? — Yes,  it  is  different. 

12980.  Do  you  think  the  Scott  Act  has  contributed  in  any  degree  to  bring  about 
this  different  state  of  things  ? — I  think  the  Scott  Act  has  done  wonderful  good  in 
Fredericton  and  has  lessened  drinking. 

12981.  In  what  way  has  the  Scott  Act  affected  the  drink  habits  1~  -A  great  many 
of  the  young  men-  growing  up  do  not  see  bottles  in  the  windows.  There  are  no  card 
rooms,  very  few  billiard  tables  and  bowling  alleys  and  other  amusements  that  formerly 
prevailed. 

12982.  You  think  the  absence  of  those  attractions  has  lessened  the  drinking  habits 
of  young  men  ? — I  do. 

12983.  How  many  places  selling  liquor,  including  jug  shops  as  you  call  them,  do  you 
suppose  are  now  in  Fredericton  ? — I  do  not  know  but  one,  outside  of  the  hotels. 

12984.  You  think  the  hotels  sell  ?— I  think  so. 

12985.  You  do  not  know  that  of  your  own  knowledge? — I  do  not. 

12986.  How  many  places  do  you  suppose  are  selling  liquor  in  Fredericton  now? — I 
think  there  are  about  seven. 
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12987.  There  are  not  as  many  as  were  selling  without  licenses  when  there  were  21 
licenses  issued  ? — No. 

1 2988.  Do  you  think  the  law  has  been  pretty  well  enforced  1 — I  think  with  three 
policemen  it  has. 

12989.  What  is  in  the  way  of  the  better  enforcement  of  the  law,  in  your  newt- 1 
think  that  if  there  was  an  officer  appointed  by  the  Dominion  to  look  after  the  enforce- 
ment all  the  time,  the  law  would  be  still  better  enforced  than  now.  I  am  supposing  that 
this  officer  would  also  have  the  assistance  of  the  police,  and  he  was  an  officer  who 
had  nothing  else  to  do. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

12990.  Would  it  make  any  difference  if  the"officer  were  appointed  by  the  Provincial 
Government  ? — I  do  not  think  it  would,  provided  they  got  a  suitable  man. 

12991.  Would  it  be  possible  for  the  City  Council  to  select  a  suitable  man  and 
appoint  him  ? — I  do  not  think  they  could  get  as  good  a  man  as  either  the  Dominion  or 
Provincial  Government  could  obtain. 

12992.  Do  you  think  an  effort  has  been  made  by  the  City  Council  to  employ  an 
officer  whose  entire  time  would  be  taken  up  in  endeavouring  to  enforce  the  Act  \—\ 
have  never  heard  of  it. 

12993.  Is  there  any  difficulty  in  the  way,  except  the  expense? — I  do  not  know  of 
any  difficulty,  except  a  difficulty  lies  in  the  Council  itself.  I  think  the  members  of  the 
Council  are  pretty  evenly  divided. 

12994.  As  to  the  wisdom  of  such  an  appointment  ? — As  to  temperance  men  and 
"  antis." 

12995.  So  the  non-appointment  of  an  Inspector  is  due  to  the  lack  of  strength  on  the 
part  of  the  temperance  people  in  the  Council,  numerical  strength  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  it. 

12996.  To  what,  then,  is  it  due? — I  think  if  the  question  came  up  at  a  Council 
election  the  temperance  men  would  be  strong  enough  at  the  Board  to  elect  a  man  right  off. 

12997.  If  the  appointment  of  an  officer  whose  whole  time  should  be  given  to  the 
enforcement  of  the  law  should  be  placed  before  the  people,  would  it  not  be  made  a  ques- 
tion of  the  more  thorough  enforcement  of  the  Act  ? — There  is  a  great  deal  of  favour 
shown  in  making  such  appointments.  Owing  to  influence,  they  might  appoint  a  man 
who  was  not  fit  for  the  position,  and  he  might  have  more  influence  with  the  Council  than 
a  more  worthy  man. 

1 2998.  If  public  opinion  is  strongly  in  favour  of  the  Act,  that  public  opinion  ^ill 
be  reflected  by  returning  to  the  Council  members  who  will  insist  on  having  an  inspector 
appointed  favourable  to  the  Act,  I  suppose?-  I  do  not  know  how  that  would  be. 

12999.  No  effort  has  been  made,  we  understand,  by  the  temperance  people  to  elect 
men  with  instructions  to  appoint  such  an  officer  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  any  special  effort 
has  been  made. 

1 3000.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to  make  such  an  attempt  ?— I  think  sa 

13001.  Has  the  Council  been  petitioned  by  the  temperance  people  to  appoint  such 
an  officer? — No. 

13002.  You  say  there  has  been  a  marked  improvement  in  the  town? — Yes. 

13003.  Do  you  speak  in  regard  to  the  general  interests  of  the  town  or  in  regard  to 
the  drink  traffic  ? — I  spoke  of  the  people  of  the  town  as  a  whole — there  is  less  drunkenness. 

13004.  Are  all  classes  of  business  better? — All  classes  of  the  people  li\'e  better. 
The  families  who  were  very  poorly  clothed  and  fed  have  now  good  homes,  and  are  more 
comfortable  now  than  before. 

13005.  You  think  there  has  been  a  great  improvement  in  the  homes  of  the  mass  of 
the  people  ? — Yes,  a  great  improvement  without  any  doubt. 

13006.  Is  there  less  poverty  ? — There  is  less  poverty. 

13007.  Are  there  fewer  inmates  of  the  jail  on  account  of  drunkenness  ?— Yes,  I 
think  there  are. 

13008.  As  regards  this  Regent  street.  That  street,  ♦we  have  been  told  in  evidence, 
was  the  resort  of  the  lumbermen  who  came  down  in  the  spring,  and  the  drunkenness 
was  owing  to  their  presence.     Do  you  think  the  lumhennen  come  to  Fredericton  now 

Hugh  O'Brien. 
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as  they  did  formerly  ?-  ^No,  not  so  many  come  down  on  drives,  but  we  have  been  400 
and  500  right  at  hand  connected  with  the  booms. 

13009.  Wei-e  there  more  than  400  or  500  twenty  years  ago? — Those  men 
would  come  down  and  be  paid  off  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  or  wherever  their  bosses 
would  pay  them.  Having  money  right  in  their  pockets  and  nothing  else  to  do,  they  got 
drunk  and  made  it  lively  for  a  week. 

13010.  Do  you  think  the  same  number  of  men  come  here  and  are  paid  off,  and 
have  they  any  difficulty  in  procuring  liquor  in  the  city  1 — I  think  so. 

.13011.  More  difficulty  than  before? — Yes,  more  difficulty  than  l^efore. 

13012.  How  many  hotels  are  there  in  the  city  ? — Five,  I  think. 

13013.  Do  you  think  liquor  is  sold  in  all  of  them  ? — No. 

13014.  Do  you  think  it  is  sold  in  any  of  them  ? — I  do. 

13015.  It  is  sold  in  how  many  ? — In  three. 

13016.  And  no  liquor  is  sold  in  two  of  the  hotels? — Yes. 

13017.  Altogether,  I  understood  you  to  say,  there  are  four  places  here  where  liquor 
is  sold  ? — There  are  other  places  I  have  heard  of. 

13918.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  you  do  not  know  how  many  places  are  selling  liquor, 
except  from  hearsay  ? — Not  myself. 

13019.'  Would  you  favour  the  adoption  of  a  general  prohibitory  Jaw  for  the  whole 
Dominion  ? — Yes,  I  would  favour  a  prohibitory  law,  to  prohibit  the  importation,  manu- 
facture and  sale  of  liquor  all  over  this  Dominion.  \ 

1 3020.  Do  you  think  it  could  be  enforced  ?    -I  think  so. 

13021.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  operations  of  the  law  in  Maine  ? — It  is  a  long 
time  since  I  was  there. 

13022.  How  many  years  since  you  were  there  ? — Twenty  years. 

13023.  The  prohibitory  law  was  in  force  there  then?- -Yes. 

1 3024.  How  was  it  observed  there  ? — I  found  it  pretty  hard  to  get  a  di-ink  myself. 

13025.  Were  you  residing  there,  or  just  passing  through  ? — I  was  passing  through. 
I  got  a  drink  in  a  Bangor  house,  but  it  was  not  an  open  bar  at  that  time. 


WILLIAM  QUEEN,  of  Woodstock,  re-called. 

WITNESS  :  I  desire  to  make  a  statemAt  concerning  the  petition  tc^  which  refer- 
ence has  been  made.  On  hearing  there  was  a  petition  out  against  me,  I  made  inquiry 
as  to  the  number  of  names  on  it,  and  I  was  told — I  have  no  personal  knowledge,  only 
what  I  have  been  told — there  were  about  forty,  including  men,  women  and  children.  A 
few  friends  of  mine  got  up  a  counter  petition,  and  in  the  town  of  Woodstock,  they  had 
in  two  days  600  names  on  it,  and  in  the  county  a  sufficient  number  to  make  over  950, 
within  a  few  days  afterwards.     Tliis  petition  was  against  the  other  petition. 

Bt/  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod; 

13026,  Then  you  did  know  this  charge  was  made  against  you  ?— I  do  not  know 
what  was  charged  in  their  petition.  I  heard  there  was  a  lot  of  sc^mdalous  matter  in  it 
that  did  not  refer  to  the  liquor  sellers,  and  that  it  was  personal. 

13027.  Do  you  know  it  was  charged  that  your  court  was  used  for  that  purpose  ? — 
My  court  was  not  used  for  that  purpose. 

13028.*  Do  you  know  it  was  charged  that  it  was? — The  Prosecuting  Attorney  said 
so,  I  heard. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

13029.  Was  the  Prosecuting  Attorney  the  person  who  got  up  the  petition?-- Yes, 
he  was  the  person  who  got  the  petition  up. 
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JOHN  P.  HUDSON,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York  State,  U.S.A.,  lawyer,  deposed  as 
follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonaid : 

13030.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  Fredericton  ? — I  have  spent  a  month  here 
every  summer  for  the  last  25  years,  and  I  lived  here  previously. 

13031.  How  long  have  you  been  here  on  this  visit  ? — 1  came  in  August. 

13032.  Have  you  had  any  opportunity  of  observing  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act 
during  the  last  four  years  ? — I  have. 

13033.  Do  you  find  it  to  be  observed  ? — I  find  it  has  not  been  observed. 

13034.  Was  there  frte sale? — There  was  free  sale  of  liquor  in  several  places. 

13035.  Have  you  had  an  opportunity  of  forming  an  opinion  as  to  how  many  places?— 
There  are  at  least  15  places  where  it  is  sold. 

1 3036.  From  time  to  time  during  your  visits  have  you  found  an  improved  state  of 
the  community  as  regards  temperance? — Yes.  Some  years  ago  there  was  the  Blue 
Ribbon  movement  inaugurated,  and  a  great  many  people  were  converted  to  temperance 
principles.  The  different  churches  have  taken  the  matter  up,  and  T  think  thej  have 
conduced  to  temperance  more  than  the  Scott  Act. 

13037.  Was  this  the  Blue  Ribbon  movement  to  which  you  refer? — Yes.  Some  of 
the  greatest  drunkards  at  that  time  became  great  temperance  people. 

13038.  You  think  in  that  way  there  has  been  benefit  done? — Y'es,  great  benefit; 
and  the  Salvation  Army  have  reached  a  certain  class. 

13039.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  working  of  the  license  law  or  prohibition  in 
the  United  States  ? — In  Maine,  somewhat. 

1 3040.  How  about  Maine  :  is  the  law  enforced  there  ? — In  Calais  the  law  is  not  en- 
^forced,  as  also  in  Bangor,  Waterville,  Portland,  Brunswick  and  several  other  towns. 

1 3041 .  Liquor  is  sold  in  those  places  ? — Yes ;  strangers  have  no  difficulty  in  getting  it 

13042.  Did  you  know  anything  of  the  operation  of  the  license  or  other  laws  in  other 
States  ?  Have  they  a  license  law  in  operation  in  Brooklyn  ? — Yes,  and  it  applies  to  the 
State  of  New  York. 

13043.  The  Commission  has  been  informed  that  high  license  prevails  in  some  parts 
of  the  United  States.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  operation  of  high  license  ?— Yes, 
in  Philadelphia  ;  I  go  there  a  great  deal. 

1 3044.  How  does  it  operate  there  ? — Two  years  ago  the  people  passed  high  license, 
and  since  that  time  the  number  of  saloonsiJias  been  reduced  in  the  proportion  of  four  to 
one.  You  cannot  get  a  drink  after  certain  hours,  the  saloons  are  closed  completely  on 
Sunday,  and  there  is  a  better  class  of  liquor  kept,  and  there  is  a  better  cla>s  of  places  in 
which  it  is  sold.     I  think  it  does  more  for  temperance  than  Scott  Act  or  prohibition. 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

13045.  Do  you  know  anything  about  Lewiston,  Maine  ? — I  was  there  only  twice. 

13046.  What  is  the  population?— 3,000  or  4,000. 

13047.  Have  you  any  idea  whether  liquor  is  sold  there? — I  know  liquor  has  been 
sold  there — that  was  during  the  time  of  the  fire. 

13048.  You  do  not  know  in  how  many  places  it  was  sold  ? — I  do  not. 

13049.  You  say  that  you  have  visited  this  city  every  year  for  many  years,  staying 
a  month  every  year? — Yes. 

13050.  Were  you  here  about  the  time  the  Scott  Act  became  law? — I  was. 

13051.  Has  there  been  a  marked  improvement  since  that  time? — There  has  not 
been  so  much  liquor  sold,  for  the  reason  that  the  railways  have  diverted  the  travel 
This  town  was  frequented  by  people  from  all  the  upper  river  counties,  and  from  Wood- 
stock and  other  places ;  but  since  the  railway  has  gone  into  operation,  travel  has  been 
diverted  and  trade  has  gone  to  St.  John,  St.  Stephen  and  other  directions. 

13052.  There  is  not  so  large  a  floating  population  now,  I  suppose? — No;  a  great 
many  young  men  have  left  here  and  gone  to  the  Western  States. 

13053.  Have  you  during  your  annual  visit  noticed  any  marked  improvenient  in  the 
city  ? — It  seems  to  me  that  business  is  more  straitened  than  it  ever  has  been. 

John  P.  Hudson. 
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13054.  That  is  not  due  to  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act,  I  suppose? — I  do  not 
know.  The  question  is  whether  the  restriction  of  any  trade  does  not  injure  the 
country. 

1 3055.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  operation  of  the  law  here  now  ;  have  you 
gained  any  information  during  this  visit  ? — Yes  ;  anybody  can  get  liquor  who  wants  it, 
unless  he  is  in  police  uniform,  and  probably  he  could  not  get  it  then. 

1 3056.  Are  you  a  native  of  Fredericton  1 — I  am  a  native  of  St.  Andrew's.  I  lived 
herefrom  1850  to  1867. 

13057.  The  Scott  Act  was  not  in  operation  then  1 — No,  a  License  Act  was  in  force 
then. 

Bi/  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod  : 

1 3058.  You  remember  Fredericton  very  well  under  a  license  Act  ? — Yes,  very  well. 

13059.  Do  you  think  as  much  or  more  liquor  is  sold  now  ? — I  do  not  think  there  is 
the  opportunity  to  sell  it,  because  you  cannot  sell  it  throughout  the  country,  up  at  Wood- 
stock and  in  that  direction. 

13060.  Do  you  think  there  is  as  much  sold  now  ? — No;  I  do  not  think  there  are 
as  many  people  to  whom  to  sell  it. 

13061.  Do  you  think  there  are  as  many  people  here  as  there  were  in  1867  ? — Not 
of  the  male  population. 

13062.  Do  you  know  whether  the  census  has  shown  an  increase  or  decrease? — I 
could  not  tell  whether  there  is  an  increase  or  decrease,  but  there  are  not  as  many 
males  as  were  here  at  that  time.  I  think  there  are  three  females  to  every  male  in  the 
town. 

13063.  That  is  the  result  of  your  observation? — Yes. 

13064.  But  as  regards  the  population  of  Fredericton,  you  do  not  know  whether  it 
has  increased  or  decreased  ? — I  do  not ;  it  will  stand  about  the  same,  I  presume. 

13065.  Do  you  think  there  is,  so  far  as  your  observation  among  residents  goes,  as 
much  liquor  sold  as  there  was  prior  to  1867? — No;  I  do  not  think  there  is  as  much 
liquor  sold  now.  A  great  many  of  the  people  here  to-day  buy  their  liquor  at  St.  John, 
and  bring  it  here  in  cases  and  drink  it  in  their  offices. 

1 3066.  Do  you  think  that  is  more  objectionable  than  bar  drinking  ? — I  think  it  is 
a  great  deal  more  objectionable.  If  you  get  a  person  drinking  quietly  in  his  office,  you 
may  put  it  down  that  he  will  be  a  drunkard  sooner  or  later. 

1 3067.  Do  you  think  home  consuinption  is  more  objectionable  than  bar  drinking  ? 
— Home  drinking  is  not  as  objectionable  as  office  drinking. 

13068.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  there  is  a  great  deal  of  office  drinking  in  Fred- 
ericton ? — Yes ;  I  have  seen  a  good  deal  of  it. 

13069.  You  think  it  tends  more  to  drunkenness  than  bar  drinking? — I  do. 

13070.  Do  you  think  there  is  more  drunkenness  in  Fredericton  than  there  was  five 
years  ago  ? — I  have  not  seen  a  great  deal.  Last  Saturday  week  six  persons  were  arrested 
for  drunkenness. 

13071.  Do  you  think  there  are  many  places  in  Fredericton  selling  liquor? — There 
are  at  least  fifteen. 

13072.  Openly?— Not  all  openly. 

1 3073.  Some  of  them  ?— Some  of  them  openly. 

13074.  Do  you  know  this  from  hearsay  or  from  your  own  knowledge? — lam 
pretty  sure  about  it. 

13075.  Dp  you  know  it  of  your  own  knowledge  ? — Not  altogether. 

13076.  How  many  places  are  selling,  from  your  own  knowledge  ? — About  nine. 

13077.  You  know  that  of  your  own  knowledge  ? — Yes. 

13078.  Do  you  think  that  the  restriction  of  the  drink  trade  interferes  with  other 
business  ? — I  do,  to  a  certain  extent. 

13079.  In  what  way? — The  public  think  the  people  are  narrow-minded  when  they 
pass  such  a  law  as  the  Scott  Act.     It  takes  away  a  certain  amount  of  trade. 

13080.  What  people  think  so? — Business  men  outside  of  Fredericton. 

13081.  You  think  the  adoption  of  the  Scott  Act  has  really  lessened  the  volume  of 
other  business  in  Fredericton  ? — I  think  it  has  helped. 
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13082.  Do  you  think  that  has  sent^the  young  men  west? — No,  not  altogether; 
want  of  employment  has  sent  a  great  many  away.  I  think  the  railways  have  changed 
the  business  of  the  city  a  great  deal. 

13083.  Has  it  been  changed  by  the  Scott  Act  ? — No,  not  altogether. 

1 3084.  Do  you  think  the  repeal  of  the  Scott  Act  would  bring  those  people  back  ?— Ko. 

13085.  Nor  find  employment  for  them  ? — No. 

1 3086.  You  spoke  about  Philadelphia  and  said  that  the  high  license  had  reduced  the 
number  of  saloons.  Do  you  know  whether  it  has  reduced  the  amount  of  drinking?— No, 
I  do  not.     I  could  not  tell  as  to  that ;  but  you  get  better  liquor. 

13087.  You  do  not  know  if  it  has  done  anything  else  than  give  a  monopoly  to  a 
certain  number  of  sellers  ? — It  has  done  more  than  that. 

1 3088.  It  has  improved  the  quality  of  the  liquor  ? — Yes. 

13089.  Has  it  increased  the  prices  of  liquor? — It  has  not. 

13090.  And  Philadelphia  is  under  high  license? — I  think  the  cost  of  a  license  is 
$1,000  a  year. 

13091.  You  say  the  people  get  a  better  quality  of  liquor  in  those  large  places?— 
Yes;  because  they  have  a  better  trade. 

13092.  They  have  a  monopoly? — Yes,  to  a  certain  extent. 

13093.  Do  you  know  whether  there  is  any  illicit  sale  in  Philadelphia? — I  do  not. 

1 3094.  Do  you  think  there  is  no  illicit  sale  in  Philadelphia  ? — I  do  not.  It  is  too  large 
a  city  to  know  that. 

13095.  Have  you  had  any  ^eans  of  forming  an  opinion  as  to  whether  there  is  illicit 
sale  where  there  is  high  license  ? — No,  I  have  not ;  but  I  know  one  thing,  that  it  is 
impossible  to  get  a  drink  there  on  Sunday. 

13096.  You  think  that  it  is  utterly  impossible? — Yes.  Nobody  can  get  a  drink  on 
Sunday,  either  in  hotels  or  other  places. 

13097.  Not  even  guests  at  hotels  ? — No. 

13098.  I  have  no  doubt  you  believe  it? — I  have  tried  it  pretty  often. 

13099.  Then  your  opinion  is  formed  on  your  personal  knowledge? — Partly. 

13100.  You  have  tried  it? — I  have  stopped  at  the  Hotel  Lafayette  continually. 

13101.  Do  you  suppose  none  of  the  licensees  under  that  system  will  furnish  a  guest 
or  old  friend  or  a  visitor  on  the  Sabbath  or  after  hours,  with  liquor? — No,  they  are  afraid 
to  do  so ;  the  license  would  be  revoked. 

13102.  You  have  said  you  do  not  know  whether  there  is  illicit  sale  there?— No. 

13103.  Do  you  think  if  there  were  illicit  sale,  th^  licensees  would  interfere  with  the 
illicit  sellers  ? — I  could  not  answer  that  question. 

13104.  You  believe  that  each  licensee  pays  $1,000  for  his  license,  that  he  sells 
better  liquors  and  that  there  is  no  increase  in  price  ? — Yes,  and  no  increase  in  price. 

13105.  Who  pays  the  license  fee? — The  person  who  drinks,  I  suppose,  eventually 
pays  it. 

13106.  So  where  there  is  a  high  license,  it  is  the  drinker  who  pays  the  high  license! 
— They  can  afford  to  do  so  then. 

13107.  How  ? — It  does  not  realize  anything  more  for  the  city  at- large. 

13108.  How  can  the  drinker  afford  to  pay  for  this  high  license? — Because  he  gets 
better  liquor. 

13109.  Does  that  better  liquor  have  a  different  effect  upon  him? — It  would  not  do 
much  injury  to  him. 

13110.  You  think  adulterations  are  injurious? — Yes. 

13111.  Do  you  know  whether  there  are  any  liquors  not  adulterated  ? — Yes,  I  think 
there  are  lots  of  them,  pretty  much  all  the  rye  whisky,  for  example. 

13112.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  liquor  sold  in  Fredericton? — I  have  not  much 
opinion  of  what  is  sold  here  now.  There  was  a  time  when  there  were  very  fine  liquors 
in  this  city. 

13113.  Under  the  Scott  Act  ? — They  were  very  poor  th^n. 

13114.  Not  so  good  as  under  a  license  law? — No,  because  they  cannot  afford  to 
keep  so  much  on  hand  ;  the  man  has  to  buy  it  in  small  quantities.  That  interferes  with 
the  trade  and  with  the  people  who  drink  it ;  they  have  a  right  to  demand  better  hquor. 

John  P.  Hudson. 
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13115.  You  say  it  is  an  interference  with  the  trade  and  with  those  who  purchase  ? — 
Yes. 

13116.  Ts  that  the  reason  it  is  a  bad  law  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  that  is  the  only 
reason  why  it  is  a  bad  law. 

13117.  What  is  the  reason  ? — I  do  not  think  public  sentiment  is  in  favour  of  it. 

13118.  Then  how  did  the  Act  come  to  be  adopted?— I  know  several  people  who 
drink  very  often  and  yet  voted  for  the  Act,  and  they  would  vote  for  it  again. 

13119.  Do  you  understand  why  they  did  it? — They  say  they  can  get  liquor,  and 
know  where  to  get  it,  arid  in  order  to  please  their  wives  they  vote  for  the  Act. 

13120.  Do  you  think  that  it  is  in  harmony  with  the  judgment  of  their  wives? — I 
presume  they  want  to  keep  peace  at  home. 

13121.  Do  you  think  it  discreditable  to  those  men  that  they  should  act  on  the 
judgment  of  their  wives  ? — It  shows  that  a  man  has  not  much  independence. 

13122.  You  think  that  he  should  have  more  independence  ? — Yes,  if  he  has  an 
opinion  of  his  own. 

13123.  Why  do  the  wives  and  mothers  demand  a  law  like  this  ? — I  do  not  know. 
There  are  a  great  many  ladies,  including  members  of  the  Women's  Temperance  Union, 
who  interest  themselves  in  this  matter.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  do  so  on  account 
of  drunkenness  that  has  prevailed  in  their  own  families  or  not.  If  it  is  on  account  of 
the  drunkenness  arnong  us,  why  do  they  not  get  their  husbands  to  join  them  ? 

13124.  Has  it  occurred  to  you  why  the  wives  and  mothers  desire  a  law  that 
interferes  with  the  free  sale  of  liquor  ? — I  do  not  know  what  reason  they  have.  They 
get  talked  into  it  at  the  churches. 

13125.  Do  you  suppose  the  drink  trade  and  the  drink  habit  interfere  with  the  har- 
mony of  home :  does  any  such  reason  influence  them  ? — No.  I  think  the  people  who 
drink  have  as  much  harmony  at  home  as  prevails  in  the  homes  of  those  who  do  not 
drink.  They  hear  a  great  deal  of  talk  about  the  trade,  and  they  belong  to  certain 
societies  in  the  town.  In  fact  there  are  certain  people  who  are  all  the  time  hammering 
into  the  liquor  trade,  and  they  want  to  rule  the  town.  There  are  certain  classes  here 
who  want  to  rule  the  rest. 

By  Mr,  Clarke: 

13126.  You  say  that  the  result  of  your  experience  has  been  that  where  the  Scott 
Act  is  in  force  there  is  more  adulteration  practised  and  more  injurious  and  adulterated 
liquors  are  sold  ? — Yes,  and  a  cheaper  and  lower  grade  of  liquor. 

13127.  Does  the  adulteration  consist  of  increasing  the  quantity  of  water? — Not 
altogether. 

13128.  What  is  the  adulteration  ? — Some  kinds  of  essences  are  used.  Last  summer 
you  could  get  a  drink  anywhere  in  Yarmouth  ;  you  could  not  get  any  good  quality  of 
liquor,  but  you  could  get  plenty  of  bad  liquor. 

13129.  You  say  you  know  many  people  who  vote  for  the  Scott  Act  and  then  go  and 
break  it  ? — ^Yes. 

13130.  That  is  by  not  obeying  its  provisions  after  it  has  become  the  law  ? — I  know 
several  in  Fredericton. 
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POWE  VANDYNE,  of  Fredericton,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows:— 
By  Judge  McDonald : 

13131.  What  is  your  occupation? — I  am  landing  waiter  in  the  Customs. 

13132.  How  long  have  yoU  held  your  present  position  ? — About  four  days. 

13133.  What  position  did  you  hold  before  that  time? — I  was  police  constable. 

13134.  Were  you  Chief  of  Police? — I  was  Sergaant  of  Police. 

13135.  Is  there  a  chief  officer  besides  yourself? — The  Magistrate  is  the  Chief  of 
Police. 

13136.  You  were  an  officer?— Yes. 

13137.  The  Magistrate  gives  directions,  I  suppose? — He  is  Magistrate  and  Chief 
of  Police. 

13138.  During  the  time  you  held  office  as  a  Sergeant  of  Police,  had  you  to  do  with 
the  carrying  out  of  the  Scott  Act  2 — Yes,  I  had  all  to  do  with  it. 

13139.  Did  you  try  to  enforce  the  Act? — Yes. 

13140.  Did  you  endeavour  faithfully  to  do  so? — Yes. 

13141.  Had  you  satisfactory  results? — I  had. 

13142.  Had  you  many  prosecutions  ?-— Yes. 

13143.  Had  you  many  convictions? — Yes,  many. 

13144.  Do  you  believe  the  law  was  well  enforced? — Yes. 

13145.  Do  you  believe  there  is  any  illicit  sale  in  Fredericton? — Do  you  mean  in 
violation  of  the  Scott  Act  ? 

13146.  Yes?— Yes,  I  think  there  is.- 

13147.  Do  you  know  to  what  extent? — ^I  can  tell  you  very  nearly;  there  are  about 
six  places. 

1 3148.  Do  you  know  whether  they  sell  much  liquor  or  not  ? — I  do  not  know  beyond 
what  they  tell  me — that  is  all  I  know.  They  say  they  do  not  sell  enough  to  pay  their 
fines.     That  is  what  they  have  told  me. 

13149.  Has  more  than  one  told  you  that  ? — Yes. 

13150.  Do  they  keep  on  selling? — I  think  they  do. 

13151.  Were  you  a  police  officer  when  they  made  those  statements  to  you?— Yes. 

13152.  And  you  kept  on  prosecuting? — Yes. 

13153.  And  they  kept  on  selling? — Yes. 

13154.  Do  you  believe  they  sell  to-day? — Yes. 

By  Mr,  Gigavlt  : 

13155.  Did  you  arrest  all  persons  whom  you  found  under  the  influence  of  liquor  t 
— Yes,  all  persons  who  came  under  our  notice. 

1 3156.  Do  you  know  whether  there  were  many  persons  under  the  influence  of  liquor 
who  were  not  arrested  ? — No,  I  do  not  know  of  many  under  the  Scott  Act.  We  had 
strict  orders  to  arrest  all  persons  found  drunk,  and  we  did  so. 

13157.  Then  how  is  it  that  although  you  say  you  enforced  the  law,  six  persons  kept 
selling  all  the  time  ? — They  would  violate  the  law. 

13158.  So  the  law  is  not  working  effectively  ? — The  law  is  working  well.  About 
50  persons  have  been  driven  out  of  the  business  during  the  last  ten  years. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

13159.  During  what  period  did  you  say  ? — Those  who  sold  for  five  days  or  for  five 
minutes  were  fined  and  had  to  leave  the  town. 

13160.  Have  several  persons,  who  were  persistent  violators  of  the  law,  been  driven 
out  of  town  ? — ^Yes,  and  are  out  to-day. 

13161.  Have  you  noticed  that  as  regards  the  cases  of  petty  offences,  like  theft  and 
the  like,  disorderly  conduct  and  so  on,  there  has  been  a  steady  decrease  during  late 
years  ?— Yes. 

13162.  Do  you  think  that  is  attributable  to  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act^- 
I  do. 

DowE  Vandyne. 
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13163.  You  have  made  a  statement  as  to  the  number  of  illicit  places,  which  agrees 
with  the  statements  made  by  the  Magistrate  and  several  other  gentlemen,  although 
some  have  said  there  is  a  larger  number  than  you  have  mentioned.  Now,  what  have 
been  the  chief  difl&culties  in  the  way  of  the  enforcement  of  the  Act? — The  chief 
difficulty  is  to  get  at  them,  because  when  an  ofl&cer  visits  a  place  where  liquor  is  sold, 
the  proprietor  rings  a  bell,  and  we  are  thus  shut  out.  All  we  can  do  then  is  to  wait, 
and  when  a  person  comes  out  who  has  been  drinking  liquor,  secure  him  as  a  witness  in 
the  case. 

13164.  Do  you  often  have  a  long  list  of  witnesses? — Yes,  20  at  a  time  against  one 
person. 

13165.  And  have  you  had  cases  in  which  the  witnesses  have  dropped  out  until 
there  have  been  very  few  left  ? — I  have  had  16  witnesses  in  a  case  and  only  one  that  I 
could  rely  on.  I  have  always  had  some  to  rely  on,  one  whom  I  knew  would  tell  the 
truth. 

13166.  The  fact  that  bells  were  rung  when  an  officer  approached  and  doors  were 
shut  upon  him  indicated,  I  suppose,  that  the  people  were  not  selling  openly  ? — Yes. 

13167.  Is  there  any  open  sale,  such  as  there  was  under  license? — T  think  there 
is  not. 

13168.  I  suppose  the  men  are  always  on  the  watch  for  police  officers? — Yes,  even 
if  a  police  officer  is  passing  through  the  street,  you  will  generally  see  parties  at  their 
doors  watching. 

13169.  That  is  one  of  the  difficulties — the  people  are  on  the  watch  ? — That  is  so. 

13170.  Have  you  found  that  the  proprietors  change  their  bartenders  ? — Yes. 

13171.  Do  you  find- that  some  of  them  have  not  even  names? — Yes;  it  will  be 
months  before  we  will  find  out  the  names. 

13172.  Have  you  had  to  make  arrests  by  description? — Yes,  we  arrest  them  some- 
times by  warrant  on  description,  or  even  by  their  Christian  names. 

13173.  Do  you  secure  convictions  in  those  cases  ? — Yes. 

*       13174.  And  are  penalties  imposed  ? — Yes,  they  are  either  fined  or  sent  to  jail. 

13175.  Which  are  the  more  difficult  to  deal  with,  the  taverns  or  the  hotels? — The 
hotels,  I  think,  are  the  most  difficult. 

13176.  Has  there  been  difficulty  experienced  also  because  of  the  uncertainty  as  to 
the  proprietorship  in  many  cases  ? — Yes. 

13177.  Has  there  been  difficulty  experienced  growing  out  of  illegal  leases? — Yes. 

13178.  Has  there  been  difficulty  experienced  arising  out  of  frequent  appeals  from 
convictions,  and  has  that  hindered  the  enforcement  of  the  Act  ? — Probably  it  has  as 
regards  offenders  charged  with  more  than  a  second  offence. 

13179.  That  is  to  say,  when  there  was  an  appeal  from  a  conviction  for  a  second  or 
third  offence  ? — As  regards  a  second  offence,  such  was  probably  not  the  case  ;  men  were 
fined  for  a  second  offence. 

13180.  When  there  have  been  appeals  from  convictions  for  thii-d  offences,  there 
were  no  further  prosecutions  for  subsequent  offences,  but  the  prosecutions  were  made 
again  for  a  first  offence  until  the  appeal  was  settled  :  Was  that  the  case  ? — Some  cases 
are  under  appeal  now. 

13181.  Are  there  some  present  convictions  that  have  not  been  executed  ? — Yes. 

13182.  For  what  offence  ? — The  second,  fourth  or  fifth,  I  am  not  certain  of  the  fourth. 

13183.  Do  you  believe  that  delays  arising  out  of  these  appeals  have  the  effect  of 
hindering  in  any  way  the  enforcement  of  the  law  ? — I  do  not  think  so,  if  you  go  back  to 
the  first  offence. 

13184.  Do  you  believe  from  10  years'  experience  as  an  officer  of  police,  that  the  Scott 
Act  has  been  fairly  well  enforced  ? — I  believe  so. 

13185.  And  that  it  has  had  a  good  effect  ? — Yes. 

13186.  And  is  having  a  better  effect  to-day  than  before  ? — Better  to-day  than  it  has 
ever  been. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

13187.  What  is  the  difficulty  in  getting  the  third  offence  conviction  ? — The  first  and 
second  offences  are  payable  by  fines,  but  on  the  third  they  go  to  prison. 
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13188.  Do  you  6nd  it  impossible  to  get  convictions  for  third  offences? — Quite  so. 

13189.  Would  you  suggest  any  amendments  which  would  make  conviction  of  thin! 
offences  less  diflSxjult  than  at  present? — I  do  not  know  about  that. 

13190.  You  say  the  number  of  places  is  about  six? — Yes,  unless  some  have  started 
out  very  lately.  ' 

13191.  You  have  been  on  the  force  until  recently? — Yes,  until  I  was  taken  sick  on 
the  12th  July  last. 

13192.  Your  instructions  from  the  Police  Magistrate  were  to  arrest  people  who  were 
drunk,  e\^en  though  not  disorderly  ? — Yes,  under  the  Scott  Act  he  thought  that  was  cor- 
rect. Under  the  license  law  if  ten  men  went  down  the  street  perhaps  two  would  be 
arrested,  and  under  the  Scott  Act  eight  would  be  arrested. 

13193.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  any  man  drunk,  whether  he  is  peaceful  or  not, 
you  were  to  arrest? — Every  man  who  was  drunk,  because  we  considered  he  was  an  aider 
and  abettor  in  the  violation  of  the  law. 

13194.  Did  you  arrest  every  one  who  was  drunk? — No. 

13195.  Because  some  would  get  away  from  you? — Yes. 

13196.  When  did  you  understand  a  person  to  be  drunk  ? — When  he  was  staggering 
on  the  sidewalk. 

13197.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  city  where  people  staggering  on  the  sidewalk 
are  arrested  when  they  are  not  disorderly  ? — In  St.  John  they  are  not  without  being  dis- 
orderly. ' 

13198.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  place  where  they'  are  arrested  for  being  simply 
drunk  ? — Yes,  I  think  very  often  in  St.  John ;  but  they  are  not  so  stringent  as  wears  here. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

13199.  I  suppose  you  know  it  makes  no  difference  as  to  the  liability  of  a  man  to 
arrest  for  drunkenness  whether  the  Scott  Act  is  in  force  or  not  ? — The  police  would  re- 
ceive instructions.  In  St.  John  if  a  man  is  drunk  and  not  disorderly,  he  is  not  arrested. 
Those  are  the  local  instructions.     I  know  that. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

13200.  What  are  the  instructions  here  ? — The  Police  Magistrate  here  instruct«d  qs 
to  arrest  men  who  were  drunk  on  the  street. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

13201.  As  aiders  or  abettors,  of  what? — Of  those  who  sell  liquor. 

13202.  But  that  man  may  have  got  liquor  from  St.  John  and  used  it?— Yes,  that 
is  true. 

1 3203.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  witnesses  in  Scott  Act  cases  commit  per- 
jury ? — Some. 

13204.  And  there  are  others  whose  memory  is  very  bad  ? — Yes,  and  so  in  other 
cases,  but  not  more  than  in  an  oixlinary  $10  case. 

1320^.  You  have  had  many  Scott  Act  convictions? — Yes,  hundreds  of  them. 

13206.  And  have  found  the  Scott  Act  work  well  and  smoothly  ? — Yes. 

13207.  You  got  your  convictions? — Y'es. 

13208.  And  your  experience  is  that  there  is  no  more  perjury  in  the  Scott  Act 
eases  than  in  other  cases  before  the  courts  ? — Not  one  iota  ;  not  more  than  in  cnil 
cases  involving  $10.  One  will  swear  that  the  defendant  owes  the  money,  and  others 
that  he  does  not.     Out  of  100  cases  I  would  get  90  convictions. 

1 3209.  And  as  to  shortness  of  memory,  is  it  the  same  in  Scott  Act  cases  as  in  othere 
— Just  the  same. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

13210.  And  men  are  being  fined  on  first  offences? — Yes. 

13211.  Are  any  cases  of  con\dction  on  third  offences  on  appeal? — I  think  three  ou 
of  the  six,  and  one  is  a  woman  who  was  in  jail  for  the  first  offence. 

13212.  Were  the  other  three  fined  for  the  first  offence  ? — One  was  in  jail. 
DowE  Vandyxe. 
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By  Judge  McDonald : 

13213.  Have  you  any  reason  to  suppose  that  people  sell  on  the  sti 
from  bottles  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  so ;  there  is  very  little  of  that. 

13214.  You  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that? — I  never  had   reason  tc 
up  for  selling  on  the  street. 

13215.  It  is  all  in  houses? — Yes. 


DANIEL  F.  GEORGE,  of  Fredericton,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed 
By  Judge  McDonald  : 

13216.  What  is  your  calling  or  occupation? — I  am  a  lumber  dealer  ar 

13217.  How  long  have  you  been  engaged  in  business  in  Fredericton  ?- 

13218.  Have  you  known  Fredericton  ever  since  it  has  been  under  the 
the  Scott  Act  ?— Yes. 

13219.  Da  you  think  there  has  been  an  improvement  ? — I  think  so. 

13220.  In  the  sobriety  of  the  people  ? — Yes. 

13221.  And  in  the  observance  of  law  and  order  generally? — Yes,  I  tli 

13222.  So  that  you  think  it  is  beneficial  to  keep  the  law  in  force? — I 

13223.  Have  you  been  brought  into  contact  with  it  officially? — Not  ol 

13224.  Have  you  observed  its  operations? — Yes. 

13225.  Can  you  make  any  suggestions  as  to  the  improvement  of  the  . 
but  that  some  man  should  be  employed  to  look  after  the  enforcement  of  th 

13226.  Has  there  been  any  attempt  at  any  time  to  get  such  an  offic 
here  ? — I  do  not  know  that  there  has  been. 

13227.  Do  you  know  of  the  working  of  the  Act  in  the  county  ? — I  an 
through  the  county. 

13228.  Do  you  think  it  is  observed  ? — I  think  it  is  fairly  well  observe 

13229.  Do  you  believe  there  has  been  a  growth  of  temperance  senti 
community  during  the  last  few  years  ? — Yes. 

13230.  The  work  of  the  temperance  societies  and  the  different  religioi 
been  on  these  lines,  too  ? — Yes. 

13231.  You  think  there  has  been   a  great  improvement  in  Frederict 
time  when  you  first  knew  it  ? — Yes. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod : 

13232.  You  employ  a  considerable  number  of  men  in  the  shipping  an 
business  ? — Yes. 

13233.  Have  you  any  rule  in  the  employment  of  those  men  that  re 
al^stainers  ? — Do  you  prefer  total  abstainers  to  drinking  men  ? — Yes. 

13234.  Do  you  succeed  in  getting  them  all  the  time  ? — We  have  done  £ 

13235.  Have  you  any  difficulty  growing  from  the  employment  of  drink 
have  had  in  years  past. 

13236.  But  you  have  f^»w  drinking  men  now? — Yes. 

13237.  And  does  the  Scott  Art  make  it  more  difficult  for  them  to  getc 

13238.  What  was  the  condition. of  Fredericton  under  the  license  law 
to  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  do  not  think  there  is  nearly  as  much  drunkenness  as 
years  ago. 

13239.  Do  you  suppose  there  is  as  much  drinking  ? — I  do  not. 

13240.  Are  there  as  many  labouring  men  who  drink  now  as  formerly  ? 

13241.  Are  there  as  many  young  men  who  drink  now  as  did  ? — No. 

13242.  Do  you  think  the  Scott  Act  has  had  anything  to  do  with  the  lesi 
drinking? — T  think  so. 
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13243.  It  is  admitted  that  there  have  been  difficulties  in  the  enforcement  of  the 
law.  Do  you  believe  notwithstanding  them,  that  the  effect  generally  has  been  beneficial 
to  the  community  ? — I  do. 

13244.  Have  you  in  your  business  ever  had  any  loss  or  accident  or  interference  of  a 
serious  character  that  could  be  traceable  to  a  drinking  employee  or  employees?— Not 
perhaps  to  a  very  lar^e  amount,  but  I  have  had  rafts  get  loose  on  account  of  a  man 
getting  drunk. 

13245.  Have  you  found  such  men  irregular  in  their  work  ? — Yes. 

13246.  You  have  extensive  business  relations  throughout  the  county  ?— Yes. 

13247.  Is  there  much  drinking  throughout  the  county  ? — I  think  very  little. 

13248.  Has  it  lessened  instead  of  increased? — lam  satisfied  it  has  lessened  in  the 
last  few  years. 

13249.  Is  that  attributable  to  the  fact  that  there  is  no  licensed  drink  sjile  in  these 
districts  ? — I  think  it  is  partly  attributable  to  that. 

13250.  Do  you  think  that  the  liquor  sold  in  the  six  or  seven  or  more  illicit  places  in 
Frcdericton  is  as  extensive  as  when  we  had  twenty  or  twenty-five  licensed  places,  and  a 
lot  of  illicit  places  besides? — No,  I  do  not  think  there  is  a  quarter  of  the  liquor  sold  in 
Fredericton  that  was  sold  25  years  ago. 

13251.  Do  you  think  the  fact  that  the  trade  is  delegalized  has  an  eftect  on  the 
growing  boys  or  girls  of  the  town  ? — Certainly. 

13252.  Is  it  educating  them? — Undoubtedly. 

13253.  You  have  some  interests  in  Maine  ? — Yes,  in  Worcester  County. 

13254.  What  are  your  impressions  of  the  Maine  prohibitory  law  ?  Is  it  a  success 
or  a  failure  ? — I  think  it  is  a  success  in  the  rural  districts  and  small  towns. 

13255.  What  about  cities  like  Bangor  and  Portland  ? — I  think  in  Bangor  at  certAin 
times  they  take  no  notice  of  the  law. 

13256.  What  is  the  reason? — I  think  it  is  owing  to  the  municipal  government. 

13257.  Do  the  contentions  between  the  political  parties  affect  that  ?— Very  much. 

13258.  Do  you  think  there  is  more  violation  of  the  law  prior  to  Presidential  elections 
,  than  at  other  times  ? — Yes,  and   it  depends  very  much  whether  the  city  is  under 

Democratic  rule  or  some  other  rule. 

13259.  You  think  under  Democratic  rule  it  is  less  enforced? — I  do. 

13260.  Do  you  believe  that  in  Maine  the  prohibitory  law  is  fairly  well  enforced  and 
has  a  good  effect  ? — Yes. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

13261.  What  opportunities  had  you  in  Maine  of  examining  into  the  operations  of 
the  liquor  law? — I  have  been  interested  in  milling  in  Maine  for  15  years,  and  have  been 
there  8  or  10  times  a  year. 

13262.  Where  is  the  niill  situated? — In  Blaine;  not  in  the  town,  but  perhaps  a 
mile  or  a  mile  and  a  quarter  from  the  town  of  Blame. 

13263.  Is  there  any  illicit  sale  in  Blaine? — Not  that  I  know  of,  except  in  the  case 
of  a  man  who  came  across  the  border  and  had  a  bottle  or  two  with  him. 

13264.  In  the  other  places,  the  villages  you  visited,  did  you  find  the  same  condition 
existed  ? — Ye^.     Blaine  has  a  population  of  400  or  500. 

13265.  But  in  larger  places  like  Bahgor,  owing  to  political  influences,  the  law  was 
not  so  well  observed  ? — There  are  times  when  any  man  who  understands  the  ropes  can 
get  liquor  there,  but  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  open  selling  there. 

13266.  Is  there  a  Law  and  Order  League  in  Bangor? — Yes. 

13267.  What  is  it  supposed  to  do  ? — At  one  time  they  were  supposed  to  look  after 
illicit  rumsellers. 

13268.  Did  the  Law  and  Order  League  cease  to  exist  when  this  other  party  was  in 
power  ? — I  cannot  say. 

13269.  Does  the  Law  and  Order  League  devote  its  attention  to  securing  the 
observance  of  the  prohibitory  law  ? — I  think  so. 

13270.  Anything  else?— I  think  so. 

13271.  Then  the  local  authorities  are  not  sufficiently  strong  to  enforce  the  lawf— 
I  do  not  know.     I  think  the  League  assists  them. 

Daniel  F.  George. 
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1 3272.  Is  the  League  composed  of  gentlemen  of  one  party  or  both  ? — I  could  not 
say,  but  I  should  judge  of  both  parties. 

13273.  When  an  election  comes  on,  do  they  separate  or  unite? — I  presume  they 
separate. 

13274.  And  after  the  election  they  unite  again  and  aid  the  authonties  in  enforcing 
the  law  1 — I  do  not  know. 

13275.  Do  you  know  that  there  is  a  prohibitory  party  in  Maine? — I  do  not. 

13276.  Was  there  a  candidate  in  the  prohibition  interest  in  the  last  Presidential 
campaign  ? — There  was,  but  that  applied  to  the  whole  United  States  and  not  to  Maine 
itself.     There  was  a  man,  but  he  carried  no  electoral  vote. 

13277.  Do  you  know  how  many  votes  he  carried  from  Maine? — I  do  not  know. 

13278.  Do  you  know  why  an  officer  should  not  be  appointed  to  enforce  the  law  here  ? 
— I  think  the  Council  think  they  save  money  by  not  appointing  an  officer. 

13279.  Have  not  the  people  something  to  say  about  that? — Yes;  but  after  the 
election  they  have  not  much  to  say. 

13280.  It  has  not  been  made  an  issue  ? — No. 

13281.  And  the  temperance  people  have  not  urged  the  appointment  of  an  officer? 
— No,  not  to  any  extent. 


ALBERT  D.  THOMAS,  of  Fredericton,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  :— 
Bi/  Judge  McDonald : 

13282.  What  is  your  calling  or  occupation  ? —At  present  Almshouse  keeper  for 
the  city.  . 

13283.  How  long  have  you  held  that  position? — Since  1st  November,  1888. 

13284.  How  many  inmates  are  there  ? — At  present  only  21. 

13285.  How  many  of  those  are  males? — About  9  males  and  the  rest  females. 

13286.  Any  children  ? — None  except  an  infant. 

13287.  How  is  the  institution  maintained  ? — There  is  an  appropriation  made  by 
the  City  Council  for  the  support  of  it. 

13288.  Does  that  cover  the  salary  of  the  keeper  and  the  maintenance  of  the  in- 
mates ? — Yes. 

13289.  Are  the  inmates  maintained  by  you  at  so  much  a  head? — No;  the  city 
issues  tenders  for  groceries,  wood  and  so  on. 

13290.  Whatever  is  needed,  you  can  draw  for  at  certain  specified  rates  ? — Yes. 

13291.  Take  the  people  who  are  in  there  :  what  is  the  chief  contributing  cause  of 
the  persons  coming  to  that  home  ? — I  had  better  tell  it  in  my  own  way.  I  went  over 
the  books,  and  looking  at  the  books  I  find  there  have  been  63  names  altogether,  and 
in  that  list  there  would  be  about  29  permanent  ones,  who  are  supposed  to  be  there  till 
they  die.  The  rest  came  in  for  different  causes.  There  is  quite  a  percentage  of  unfor- 
tunate women,  who  have  been  taken  sick  and  cannot  go  out  again.  I  think  15  of  them 
have  been  brought  there  directly  through  drink.  Some  of  the  rest  have  been  good  citi- 
zens, who  have  been  unfortunate  from  other  causes,  and  some  are  entirely  incapacitated 
from  earning  their  living. 

13292.  Fifteen  of  the  permanent  ones  are  in  the  .Home  owing  to  drunkenness  ? — 
Yes,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that. 

13293.  Are  they  divided  between  males  and  females  ? — The  majority  are  males. 

13294.  How  are  they  admitted  ? — They  apply  to  the  Commissioner  appointed  by 
the  city,  and  if  he  admits  them,  he  sends  an  order  to  me  to  admit  them  there. 

13295.  How  many  were  there  when  you  went  there,  who  are  still  there? — I 
think  about  14. 

13296.  Of  these  14,  how  many  are  there  from  drunkenness  ? — It  is  hard  to  tell.  I 
think  about  6  out  of  ;bhat  number  at  present. 
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JOHN  McCORMACK,  of  Woodstock,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : — 
By  Judge  McDonald : 

13316.  What  is  your  occupation  or  calling? — Tanner  and  currier. 

13317.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Woodstock  ? — Some  30  years. 

13318.  Do  you  hold  any  official  position  there  as  Councillor  or  Alderman,  or  any- 
thing of  that  kind  ? — No.  I  am  a  member  of  the  Board  of  School  Trustees,  and  also 
principal  Assessor. 

13319.  Is  the  Scott  Act  in  force  there? — Yes. 

13320.  How  is  it  observed  ? — Well,  lately  it  has  been  very  little  observed. 

13321.  Is  there  any  open  sale  of  liquor? — The  places  where  it  is  sold  are  open.  The 
people  go  in  and  out  freely. 

•  13322.  Do  you  ki^ow  how  many  there  are? — I  do  not,  but  I  have  seen  three  or 
four. 

13323.  Do  you  see  any  drunken  men  about  there  ? — Yes ;  often. 

13324.  Is  Woodstock  a  prosperous  place? — Fairly  so,  I  think. 

13325.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  in  the  County  of 
Carle  ton,  outside  of  Woodstock  ? — Nothing,  except  what  I  hear. 

By  Mr.  Gigault  : 

13326.  Was  there  a  License  Act  in  force  there  previous  to  the  Scott  Act? — I 
believe  so. 

13327.  Were  some  licenses  granted? — Quite  a  number. 

1 3328.  Is  there  less  drunkenness  now  than  there  was  then  ? — I  think  there  is  in 
the  main,  partly  I  think  from  the  efforts  of  the  Scott  Act  and  partly  that  the  tone  and 
feeling  of  society  has  set  in  for  temperance  and  against  liquor. 

1 3329.  Are  there  some  temperance  societies  there  ? — There  are. 

1 3330.  Are  they  doing  a  good  deal  to  promote  temperance  ? — I  do  not  know  that 
I  could  say  a  good  deal.  I  suppose  they  do  something,  but  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  say 
they  do  a  good  deaL 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod: 

13331.  What  do  you  think  has  set  the  public  feeling  towards  temperance? — I  sup- 
pose it  began  with  the  stirring  up  of  the  temperance  question  leading  to  the  formation 
of  these  temperance  societies,  and  lately  by  people  beginning  to  observe  the  bad  effects 
of  Hquor. 

13332.  I  thought  you  said  the  temperance  societies  did  not  do  much  ? — I  mean  now, 
I  do  not  think  they  are  doing  much  now. 

13333.  Do  you  think  the  law  has  helped  ? — I  do  not  think  the  Scott  Act  is  nearly 
as  effective  now  as  it  was  at  first. 

13334.  Do  you  know  the  reason? — I  think  the  difficulties  of  putting  the  law  in 
force.  Some  people  say  what  is  false,  and  others  have  not  much  regard  for  an  oath,  and 
some  very  decent  people  otherwise,  I  have  known  to  swear  what  was  not  true.  I  was 
not  present,  but  I  have  been  told  that  by  a  number  of  persons. 

13335.  Do  you  think  that  would  be  the  fault  of  the  Scott  Act,  or  of  the  violation 
of  the  Scott  Act,  or  the  fault  of  the  men  themselves  ? — I  suppose  there  is  fault  all  round. 
It  seems  to  be  a  little  hard  to  force  a  man  to  give  evidence  to  make  another  man  a  . 
criminal  when  he  is  a  party  to  the  crime  himself,  and  they  shirk  it  on  that  account. 

13336.  Have  you  lived  in  Woodstock  many  years  ?— Thirty  years. 

13337.  You  remember  Woodstock  under  license? — Very  well. 

13338.  How  does  the  condition  of  Woodstock  under  the  Scott  Act  compare  with  its 
condition  under  a  license  law  ? — There  is  more  drinking  among  the  young  men  now. 

13339.  That  is  because  the  law  is  not  well  enforced? — I  think  it  arises  to  a  great 
extent  from  that. 

13340.  But  Woodstock  under  the  Scott  Act,  well  enforced,  is  better  than  Wood- 
stock under  a  license  law  ? — I  think  so. 
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JOSEPH  C.  RISTEEN,  of  Fredericton,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  :— 
By  Judge  McDonald  : 

13357.  What  is  your  occupation  or  calling  ? — Manager  of  a  planing  mill  and  sash 
and  door  factory.  ' 

13358.  How  long  have  you  been  in  business  here  1 — Twenty-two  years. 

13359.  And  how  long  have  you  been  manager  of  the  planing  mill? — For  that 
length  of  time. 

13360.  How  many  men  are  employed  there? — ^From  15  to  25. 

13361.  Have  you  found  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  in  Fredericton  beneficial  ? 
— Yes,  it  has  been  beneficial  to  my  business. 

13362.  There  is  more  sobriety  among  young  men  than  when  it  came  into  force? — Yes. 

13363.  You  think  it  beneficial  to  the  community  ? — I  do. 

13364.  Do  you  believe  it  is  well  enforced  ? — Not  as  well  as  I  would  like  to  see  it. 

13365.  Can  you  suggest  to  the  Commission  any  improvement  that  might  be  made 
in  the  law  ? — So  far  as  the  law  is  concerned,  I  am  not  conversant  with  it.  I  have  thought 
if  officials  were  appointed  outside  of  local  influences,  the  change  would  tend  to  the  more 
effective  enforcement  of  the  law. 

13366.  Would  you  have  the  appointment  made  by  the  Dominion  or  Provincial 
Government  ? — Yes. 

13367.  Or  by  the  City  Council,  without  possibility  of  removal,  except  for  cause? — 
Yes,  that  might  answer. 

13368.  I  think  your  license  law  provides  that  in  Scott  Act  counties  the  Council 
may  appoint  an  officer,  who  cannot  be  removed  except  by  the  Lieutenant  Governor  ? — I 
understand  so. 

13369.  Would  that  be  beneficial  ? — I  think  if  he  were  appointed  outside  of  city  in- 
fluences, it  would  be  better. 

13370.  Would  you  bring  in  a  stranger  without  local  ties? — Yes. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

13371.  You  remember  the  license  law  ? — Yes. 

13372.  Do  you  remember  whether  your  men  were  more  irregular  at  work  then,  or 
not  ? — Yes,  when  I  started  the  factory.  Then  in  the  nature  of  my  business  I  have  to  em- 
ploy temperance  men  who  do  not  tamper  with  liquor  at  all,  because  it  would  be  ruinous 
to  have  men  who  take  liquor  ;  and  in  the  beginning  of  my  business,  when  I  had  some 
difficulty,  I  held  that  over  them,  that  unless  they  remained  sober  they  could  not  remain 
employed.  In  some  cases,  and  for  a  while,  some  of  them  would  take  a  spree  of  two  or 
three  weeks  and  come  back  again — promise  good  behaviour  and  sigji  the  pledge,  and  do 
better  perhaps  for  a  year.  I  think  the  absence  of  places  of  sale  in  the  upper  end  of  the 
city,  where  I  reside,  tends  towards  temperance.  There  are  some  men  still  in  our  employ, 
who  stated  they  did  not  want  to  trust  themselves  to  go  down  town  for  fear  they  might 
get  into  liquor.     They  want  a  prohibitory  law. 

13373.  They  want  to  be  protected  against  their  appetites  ? — Yes. 

13374.  They  lost  their  wages  for  the  time  they  were  away  ? — Yes. 

13375.  Did  it  interfere  with  their  work  ? — Sometimes  in  the  way  of  time. 

13376.  Does  the  absence  of  one  man  interfere  with  the  work  of  others? — Not  much 
in  my  business,  because  I  give  charge  to  those  I  can  rely  on,  and  the  absence  of  one 
man  does  not  make  much  difference. 

13377.  You  think  there  was  more  drunkenness  under  the  license  law  than  now  ? — 
I  am  certain  of  it. 

13378.  Is  there  any  open  sale  of  liquor  now  ? — I  do  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge. 

13379.  You  do  not  see  it  ?— No. 

13380.  You  did  under  the  license  law? — Certainly. 

13381.  What  do  you  think  would  be  the  effect  on  the  industries  of  the  country 
generally  of  a  prohibitory  law,  that  is  a  law  prohibiting  the  importation,  manufacture 
and  sale,  well  enforced  ? — I  believe  it  would  be  undoubtedly  very  beneficial  to  the  com- 
munity. 
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ly  feason  why  the  Council  do  not  appoint  an  Inspector! 
ir  city  is  divided.  Practically  one  half  elect  temperance 
half  do  not.  I  will  not  say  in  every  case,  but  it  is 
3  the  influence  of  the  parties  who  sell  liquor  at  the  other 
iience  is  such  as  to  elect  men  who  wiU  defeat  the  appoint- 


:ear  of  taxation  has  anything  to  do  with  it  ? — I  think  so, 
anoe  men  who  think  the  machinery  should  be  carried 
should  not  have  an  additional  officer  appointed  at  the 


I,  tQ  meet  in  Moncton  on  August  17th. 
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MONCTON,  August  17th,  1892. 

The  Royal  Commission  on  the  Liquor  Traffic  met  here  this  day  at  10  a.m.,  Judge 
McDonald  presiding. 

Present  : 

Mr.  E.  F.  Clarke.         Rev.  Dr.  McLeod.  Mr.  G.  A.  Gigault. 


Judge  McDONALD,  in  opening  the  proceedings,  said :  In  opening  the  proceedings  of 
this  Commission  for  the  dispatch  of  business,  I  desire  to  explain,  in  the  first  place,  that 
the  Chairman,  Sir  Joseph  Hickson,  is  unavoidably  absent.  In  the  second  place,  I  de- 
sire to  mention  that  the  Commissioners  agreed  unanimously  on  entering  upon  this  in- 
vestigation, that  there  was  no  necessity  to  hear  evidence  for  the  purpose  of  convincing 
the  Commission  that  drunkenness  is  an  evil.  The  Commissioners  started  out  in  their 
investigation  with  that  as  an  admitted  fact.  We,  therefore,  desire  to  obtain  the  testi- 
mony of  gentlemen  who  will  be  able  to  give  us  practical  information  on  the  subject- 
matters  which  have  been  referred  to  Her  Majesty's  Commission.  The  usual  custom  is 
to  call,  first,  gentlemen  connected  with  the  management  of  the  municipal  afi'airs  of  the 
community  and  the  administration  of  justice,  and  afterwards  to  hear  the  testimony  of 
other  witnesses. 


I.  W.  BINNEY,  of  Moncton,  Collector  of  Customs,  on  being  duly  sworn,  de- 
posed as  follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

13384.  Hqw  long  have  you  held  the  position  of  Collector  of  Her  Majesty's  Customs 
here  ? — About  9  years. 

13385.  Are  you  in  a  position  to  inform  the  Commission  as  to  what  law  has  been  in 
force  in  regard  to  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors  as  beverages  during  that  time  ? — No. 

13386.  As  to  whether  the  Scott  Act  or  a  license  law  has  been  in  force  1 — I  am  not 
posted  about  that  matter. 

13387.  What  is  the  law  now  :  is  it  a  license  law  or  the  Scott  Act  ? — The  Scott  Act, 
I  think. 

13388.  Is  there  importation  of  intoxicating  liquors  into  the  place  ? — Yes,  but  I  can 
hardly  give  you  returns  for  a  number  of  years.  I  can  give  you  a  return  for  last  year. 
The  figures  are  for  the  period  since  the  1st  July,  1891,  2,624  gallons  spirituous  liquors 
imported. 

13389.  On  which  duty  has  been  paid  at  this  place  ? — Yes. 

13390.  Can  you  state,  in  round  figures,  the  amount  of  the  duty  paid  1 — Not  exactly, 
but  is  was  about  $4,000,  $4,100  or  $4,300. 

13391.  What  was  the  class  of  liquor  on  which  the  duty  was  paid  ? — Chiefly 
whisky. 

_  13392.  Do  you  remember  the  countries  from  which  it  was  imported? — It  was 
principaUy  imported  from  Scotland.     It  was  Scotch  whisky. 

13393.  Was  there  any  wine  imported  during  that  time  ? — I  think  not ;  I  do  not 
think  we  imported  a  gallon  of  wine.     There  was,  however,  a  small  quantity  of  brandy. 
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13394.  Any  ale?— T  think  probably  about  800  gallons. 

13395.  In  casks? — In  50-gallon  casks,  none  in  bottles. 

13396.  English  ale  ?— Yes. 

13397.  Have  you  anything  to  do  with  the  Inland  Revenue  Branch  of  the  service? 
— Yes  ;  I  am  Deputy  Collector. 

13398.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Moncton? — About  47  years  since  I  first 
came  here. 

13399.  During  part  of  that  time  the  license  law  was  in  force,  I  suppose?  Was 
that  before  the  Scott  Act  was  passed  ? — Yes. 

13400.  Are  you  in  a  position  to  inform  the  Commission  whether  the  Scott  Act  is 
!ihoroughly  enforced  in  the  community  ? — I  think  it  is  fairly  well  carried  out  in 
Moncton. 

13401.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  sale  of  liquor  for  beverage  purposes  in  the 
county  ? — Yes,  I  think  quite  a  large  quantity,  and  there  are  quite  a  number  of  places 
where  they  sell  it  ;  not  less  than  10  or  12  in  the  city. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

13402.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  Scott  Act  is  fairly  well  carried  out  1— 
Yes. 

13403.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  there  are  10  or  12  places  were  liquor  is  sold  t 
— Yes  ;  there  are  fully  that  number,  including  hotels. 

13404.  Is  it  sold  secretly  or  publicly  1 — I  have  not  visited  a  bar-room  for  twenty 
years,   but  T  should  imagine  that  it  is  almost  openly  sold. 

13405.  Do  you  think  the  Scott  Act  is  capable  of  efficient  enforcement,  and  capable 
of  being  the  means  of  preventing  open  sale  ?— The  law  is  pretty  well  carried  out,  as  I 
have  stated  before,  hut  it  is  a  difficult  matter  to  watch  the  people  as  they  come  out  of 
the  bar-rooms.  Some,  of  course,  do  not  show  any  indication  of  having  taken  too  much 
liquor.  / 

13406.  Has  there  been  any  improvement  in  the  condition  of  Moncton  since  the 
Scott  Act  came  into  force  ? — Very  ^jiuch  so  compared  with  the  condition  under  the  old 
license  system. 

13407.  How  many  licensed  places  were  there  under  the  old  system  ? — There  were  a 
large  number.  I  could  not  tell  you  the  number.  Of  course,  the  number  of  places  was 
not  so  large  as  at  present,  but  at  least  there  were  10  or  15.  I  recollect,  for  I  was  a 
Magistrate  at  that  time,  that  a  large  number  of  people  once  came  before  us  and  made 
application  for  licenses. 

13408.  There  were  ten  or  a  dozen  licensed  places  at  that  time? — Yes. 

13409.  How  many  unlicensed  places  are  there  now? — I  should  think  there  are  at 
least  a  dozen. 

13410.  Is  the  Scott  Act  in  force  in  the  country  surrounding  Moncton?— I  am  not 
exactly  prepared  to  state,  but,  I  think,  in  some  places  it  is,  and  in  others  it  is  not  in 
force.     It  is  not  a  very  difficult  matter  in  the  country  to  get  liquor — not  difficult  at  all. 

1341  i.  Do  you  think  that  the  provisions  of  the  existing  law  are  fairly  well 
enforced  in  the  country  districts  ? — I  should  say  not.- 

13412.  Is  the  law  better  enforced  in  Moncton  than  in  the  country  districts  ?— Very 
much  better. 

13413.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  difficulty  in  enforcing  the  law  in  the  country 
districts  ? — I  should  think  it  is  on  account  of  the  officers  not  attending  to  their  duties. 

13414.  By  whom  are  the  officers  appointed  to  enforce  the  law? — I  do  not  really 
know. 

13415.  Has  the  County  Council  the  appointment  of  officers  to  enforce  the  law  in 
the  county  ? — I  think  there  is  an  Inspector  appointed  by  the  Municipal  Council. 

13416.  Do  you  not  mean  by  the  County  Council? — Yes. 

13417.  Has  there  been  an  officer  appointed  by  the  City  Council  to  enforce  the  law 
here  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  any  person  being  appointed,  unless  it  be  the  same  officer  who 
is  performing  the  duty  in  the  city  and  also  in  the  county. 

13418.  You  do  not  know,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  whether  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
officer  appointed  by  the  County  Council  extends  over  the  city  ? — I  do  not  know. 

I.  W.  BiNNEY. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MINUTES   OP    EVIDENCE,    NEW   BRUNSWICK.  •  685 

13419.  Have  the  police  anything  to  do  with  the  enforcement  of  the  law  here? — 
There  is  a  general  understanding  that  they  have  to  look  after  all  places. 

13420.  Have  they  received  instructions  from  the  Council  or  party  in  control  of  the 
police,  to  enforce  the  law  ? — I  am  not  prepared  to  make  a  statement  on  that  matter. 

13421.  Do  you  think,  if  the  City  Council  appointed  an  Inspector,  whose  special  duty 
it  would  be  to  look  after  the  law-breakers,  those  ten  or  twelve  places  would  still  con- 
tinue open  ?— I  should  think  not ;  but  such  is  the  case  at  present. 

13422.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  apathy  of  the  loc^l  authorities  in  not  appoint- 
ing an  officer,  so  as  to  have  the  law  faithfully  enforced  here  1 — I  should  think  there 
would  be  no  trouble  in  carrying  out  the  law,  provided  the  authorities  performed  their 
duty,  both  the  Inspector  and  the  police. 

13423.  Who  appoint  the  police  ? — The  Town  Council 

13424.  Are  the  members  of  the  Council  aware  that  the  police  do  not  do  their 
duty  ? — That  I  cannot  say. 

13425.  What  do  you  think  ? — I  should  think  so,  but  they  must  speak  for  themselves. 

13426.  Are  the  Council  reflecting  public  opinion  in  permitting  officers  to  remain 
on  the  force  who  fail  to  perform  their  duty  regarding  the  enforcement  of  the  law  against 
illicit  rumsellers? — There  has  been  a  great  improvement  during  the  past  year,  and 
therefore  they  are  not  so  severe  on  their  officers  as  they  have  been. 

13427.  How  has  the  improvement  been  manifested  during  the  past  year? — I  think 
the  improvement  is  due  chiefly  to  the  officers  performing  their  duty  and  ful611ing  the 
provisions  of  the  law. 

13428.  Have  there  been  any  places  suppressed;  have  any  people  been  driven  out 
of  the  trade  during  the  past  year  ? — Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

13429.  Are  there  £ts  many  places  selling  liquor  now  under  the  improved  condition  of 
a£^irs  ? — About  the  same. 

1 3430.  In  what  way,  then,  is  the  improvement  manifest  ?  Is  there  less  drunkenness 
now  than  formerly  ? — Yes.  You  very  seldom  see  a  drunken  person  now  ;  there  may  be 
now  and  then  one  at  night,  but  not  during  the  day. 

13431.  Do  the  police  arrest  people  if  drunk  and  hot  disoklerly  ?— They  are  very 
strict  in  regard  to  that  matter. 

13432.  Are  they  more  strict  now,  and  have  they  been  more  strict  during  the  last 
twelve  months  than  they  were  previously  ? — I  think  so. 

13433.  If  the  same  number  of  places  are  openly  selling  liquor  as  were  selling  twelve 
months  ago,  how  do  you  accoi^nt  for  the  decrease  in  drunkenness  ? — It  is  not  so  apparent, 
at  all  events.     If  people  get  drunk  it  is  on  the  sly,  and  they  get  out  of  the  way  and  are 

•  not  noticed  by  the  officers. 

13434.  The  quantity  of  liquor  imported  since  the  1st  July,  1891,  has  been  stated 
by  you  as  2,624  gallons.  Would  that  be  the  total  quantity  of  liquor  brought  to  Moncton 
during  that  time  ? — Not  at  all. 

13435.  That  would  be  the  quantity  coming  through  the  custom-house? — Yes.  The 
railway  authorities  will  also  be  able  to  give  you  figures  in  regard  to  the  quantity  they 
brought  in. 

13436.  Are  liquors  brought  in  also  by  express  ^^ — I  think  a  large  quantity  comes  in 
in  that  way. 

13437.  For  whom  ? — For  difierent  parties  and  for  private  individuals. 

13438.  Has  the  quantity  brought  in  by  express  for  the  use  of  families  and  private 
individuals  increased  since  the  Scott  Act  came  in  force  ? — I  am  unable  to  answer  that 
question. 

13439.  Do  you  think  there  are  any  hip-drinking  people,  carrying  flasks  in  their 
pockets  and  drinking  at  street  corners  ? — Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

13440.  From  what  I  understand  you  to  say,  the  Act  is  fairly  well  enforced  in 
Moncton  ? — Yes,  I  have  so  stated. 

13441.  And  it  is  much  better  enforced  here  than  in  the  country? — Much  better. 

13442.  Do  you  think  if  the  temperance  people  are  favourable  to  the  enforcement 
of  the  law,  they  should  be  able  to  bring  public  opinion  to  bear  on  the  City  Council  to 
secure  the  appointment  of  an  officer  to  enforce  the  law  ? — I  rather  think  they  have  done 
so  ;  they  have  made  several  strong  efforts. 
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13443.  Have  they  failed  in  those  efforts? — That  I  am  unable  to  state. 

13444.  There  is  no  special  officer  appointed  by  the  City  Council? — No,  except  the 
Marshal,  who  has  general  supervision  over  the  police. 

13445.  Would  the  appointment  of  an  officer  by  the  Provincial  or  Dominion  Govern- 
ment be  an  improvement  over  the  present  condition  of  affairs  1 — I  do  not  think  it  would 
be.  T  think  the  local  authorities  had  better  retain  control  over  their  own  afl&iire  and 
over  officers  whom  they  may  appoint. 

13446.  You  think  it  vould  be  better  to  leave  the  enforcement  of  the  law  in  the 
hands  of  the  local  authorities  ? — Yes. 

13447.  You  think  it  Would  be  better  than  the  appointment  by  the  Dominion  of  a 
special  officer  1 — Yes,  and  the  Council  would  have  more  control  over  the  person  appointed. 

13448.  Does  the  lack  of  public  sentiment  respecting  the  enforcement  of  the.  lav 
account  for  the  fact  that  ten  or  a  dozen  places  continue  to  sell  liquor  1 — Yes,  it  has  a  good 
deal  to  do  with  it. 

13449.  Was  the  adoption  of  the  Scott  Act  carried  by  a  large  majority  1— Do  you 
mean  over  the  whole  county  ? 

13450.  Was  the  vote  taken  for  the  whole  county  including  the  city  ? — Yes. 

13451.  Do  you  remember  how  the  city  stood  on  the  vote? — 1  do  not  recollect.  I 
think  tlie  majority  in  favour  of  the  Act  was  large  in  the  city. 

13452.  Was  there  a  large  majority  in  the  city  and  the  county  ? — Yes,  but  I  do  not 
recollect  the  exact  figures. 

1 3453.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  there  was  a  large  majority  both  in  the  dtr 
and  county,  in  favour  of  the  adoption  of  the  Scott  Act,  there  are  ten  or  twelve  places  in 
the  city  where  liquor  is  continuously  sold.  And  yet  you  say  the  condition  of  affairs  is 
much  better  in  the  city  than  it  is  in  the  county  ? — Much  better. 

By  Mr,  Gigault : 

13454.  Was  the  liquor  mentioned  in  your  statement  bought  for  the  use  of  persons 
in  this  town  or  elsewhere  1 — For  persons  residing  in  the  city. 

13455.  Do  you  know  if  temperance  doctrines  are  taught  in  the  schools  here?— 
I  do  not  know. 

1 3456.  Are  there  many  temperance  societies  in  this  town? — There  are  a  large  number. 

13457.  Are  they  doing  good  work  toward  the  promotion  of  temperance  I— I  think 
they  are. 

1 3458.  Do  you  know  how  long  the  Scott  Act  has  b^n  in  force  in  this  town !— I 
do  not  recollect  exactly  the  date,  it  came  into  force,  but  it  was  five  or  six  years  ago. 

13459.  Do  you  know  how  the  Scott  Act  is  enforced  in  Queen's  County  1 — I  do  not 

13460.  Or  in  Albert  County  ? — I  am  not  prepared  to  make  a  statement  in  regard  to 
that  matter. 

13461.  From  common  report,  how  is  it  observed? — I  think  it  is  fairly  well  carried 
out  in  Albert  County.  That  appe^ars  to  be  a  temperate  county,  much  more  so  than 
Westmoreland. 

13462.  Do  you  know  if  liquor  is  sold  in  the  drug  stores  here? — I  cannot  make  a 
statement  as  to  that,  from  my  own  personal  knowledge.  There  is  no  trouble,  however, 
in  getting  it  for  medicinal  purposes. 

13463.  Only  for  medicinal  purposes  ? — I  decline  to  make  a  statement  in  regard  to 
this  matter.  I  never  purchased  any  myself.  The  druggists  refused  to  sell  me  alcohol 
for  official  purposes,  even  for  the  use  of  the  Inland  Revenue  Department. 

13464.  Is  there  less  drinking  now  in  this  town  than  there  was  under  the  License 
Act  ? — Yes,  seventy -five  per  cent  less. 

13465.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that  decrease  in  drunkenness,  to  the  efforts  of  the 
temperance  societies  or  to  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  think  it  is  more  on  account 
of  public  opinion.  The  people  themselves  are  temperate  and  ai*e  of  a  good  class.  Then 
there  is  the  fact  that  at  the  public  works  established  here^  if  a  man  gets  drunk  he  is 
immediately  discharged,  and  that  conduces  to  the  temperance  of  the  people. 

13466.  What  is  the  population  of  the  town  ?— Between  8,000  and  9,000,  perhaps 
8,700. 

I.  W.  BiNNEY. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MINUTES   OP   EVIDBNCB,    NEW   BRUNSWICK.  687 

13467.  Have  you  ever  been  in  any  country  where  a  prohibitory  law  was  in  force? 
— No  more  than  passing  through  them. 

13468.  Where  have  you  been  ? — In  different  parts  of  the  States  and  in  Nova  Scotia. 

13469.  I  mean  in  foreign  countries?  Have  you  been  in  the  State  of  Maine? — 
Merely  passing  through  it  on  a  journey. 

13470.  When  you  passed  through  Maine,  did  you  notice  that  the  prohibitory  law 
was  well  enforced  ?— I  did  not  take  any  particular  notice,  and  I  am  not  able  to  make  a 
statement  respecting  it. 

By  Mr,  Clarke: 

13471.  In  regard  to  the  quantity  of  liquor  imported,  2,624  gallons,  during  the  year 
from  the  1st  July,  1891,  was  it  in  excess  of,  or  a  smaller  quantity  than  was  imported 
within  the  same  time  during  any  of  the  previous  12  years? — There  was  a  larger  quantity 
in  previous  years. 

13472.  So  that  it  shows  a  diminution  ? — A  much  less  quantity. 


CHARLES  FOSTER,  of  Moncton,  City  Marshal,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

13473.  How  long  have  you  held  your  present  office? — I  was  appointed  two  years 
ago  last  March. 

13474.  By  whom  were  you  appointed? — By  the  aldermen  of  this  city. 

13475.  By  the  Council  of  the  city  ?— Yes. 

13476.  Is  your  appointment  from  year  to  year,  or  how  is  it  regulated  ? — It  is  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  Council. 

13477.  So  the  appointment  is  not  renewed  from  year  to  year? — It  is  renewed  every 
year. 

13478.  Then  it  is  from  year  to  year,  but  may  be  terminated  at  any  time  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  Council  ? — Yes. 

13479.  Have  you  anything  to  do  with  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act  here? — I 
have. 

1 3480.  Is  that  by  direction  of  the  Council  ? — By  direction  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Police  Committee. 

13481.  Has  he  instructed  you  to  see  that  the  Act  is  enforced? — Yes. 

1 3482.  How  long  is  it  since  you  received  those  instructions  ?  Was  it  when  you  were 
first  appointed  ? — I  received  them  when  I  was  first  appointed,  and  I  have  received  them 
under  each  Council.  The  chairman  of  the  Police  Committee  gives  me  instructions  in 
writing. 

1 3483.  Have  you  endeavoured  to  carry  out  those  instructions?  — Yes,  so  far  as  I  could. 

13484.  So  far  as  you  reasonably  were  able  to  do  so? — I  have  done  all  I  could. 

13485.  Have  you  been  successful  in  putting  a  stop  altogether  to  the  sale  of  liquor 
here  ? — No. 

13486.  Have  you  succeeded  to  a  considerable  extent? — To  a  good  extent. 

1 3487.  Can  you  tell  us  how  many  cases  you  have  had,  year  by  year,  during  your 
term  of  office — how  many  complaints  and  convictions  ? — I  have  had  such  short  notice 
from  the  Commission  that  I  am  scarcely  able  to  tell  you  how  much  money  has  been 
collected.  In  1885  there  was  $40,  in  1886,  nil,  1887,  $950,  1888,  $1,050, 1889,  $2,000, 
1890,  $1,800,  l"fe91,  $1,650. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

13488.  Up  to  the  present  time  in  1892,  how  much  has  been  collected  ? — Thirty-five 
fines  have  been  imposed,  and  some  cases  have  been  dismissed.  The  fines  amount  to 
about  $1,900. 
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By  Jvdge  McDonald : 

13489.  That  is  in  1892  up  to  the  present  time  ?— Yes,  but  only  if  600  has  been 
collected,  and  the  remainder  is  outstanding.  Some  of  the  parties  have  appealed,  and 
some  have  left  the  country,  and  there  are  a  few  yet  from  whom  money  is  to  be  collected 

13490.  As  regards  the  figures  you  gave  for  the  previous  years,  has  the  amount  you 
state  been  collected  ? — Yes.     This  year  there  has  been  collected  so  far,  8600. 

13491.  Out  of  $1,900  ?-Yes. 

13492.  In  those  previous  years  would  the  amount  that  the  people  were  fined  and 
the  amount  collected  bear  about  the  same  proportion  as  this  year,  or  were  the  fines 
better  collected  1 — They  did  not  appeal,  but  they  paid  up. 

13493.  Did  any  people  leave  the  place  during  those  previous  years  ? — Some  joung 
men  did. 

13494.  Have  you  a  statement  showing  the  amount  of  fines  collected  during  the 
previous  years  ? — No. 

13495.  Do  you  make  an  annual  statement  to  the  Council  Qf  the  amount  of  fines 
collected  ? — I  keep  a  cash  book  and  the  statement  is  printed  each  year.  The  statement 
for  last  year,  1891,  I  think  was  not  printed,  although  the  list  was  made  up. 

13496.  Will  you  be  able  to  furnish  the  Commission  with  printed  copies  of  the 
statements  that  were  printed  ? — I  can  give  you  printed  copies  for  1889  and  1890. 

13497.  You  have  spoken  about  persons  leaving  here.  Have  you  had  any  trouble 
in  the  way  of  strangers  coming  in  and  selling  liquor  ? — No. 

13498.  Have  you  not  had  strangers  come  in  and  act  as  bar-keepers  ? — Yes. 

13499.  Did  they  disappear  ? — Some  of  them  did. 

13500.  That  is,  when  you  came  to  deal  with  them  ? — Some  have  left  this  year,  an 
odd  person  or  so. 

13501.  In  some  cases  you  did  not  even  know  the  name  of  the  person? — I  generally 
could  get  the  name. 

13502.  In  other  cities  the  Commission  have  met  cases  where  sometimes  a  warrant 
had  to  be  issued  to  a  person  whose  full  name  was  unknown  ? — Some  parties  have  gone 
away  ;  I  could  not  give  the  nanfes. 

1 3503.  Will  these  books  of  which  you  have  spoken  show  the  total  amount  of  fines 
collected  in  connection  with  the  Scott  Act  1 — They  will  show  all  the  fines  collected  and 
what  was  paid  in  in  connection  with  the  Scott  Act  as  far  back  as  1890,  since  I  have 
been  Marshal. 

13504.  Have  any  of  the  parties  in  the  cases  of  which  you  have  spoken  been  fined 
more  than  once  1 — Yes. 

13505.  Have  you  known,  of  your  own  knowledge,  since  you  have  been  Marshal,  of 
persons  having  been  fined  more  than  once  during  one  year,  say  1891  ? — Yes ;  some  were 
fined  three  times,  and  some,  I  think,  four  times. 

1 3506.  Were  any  of  those  persons  convicted  of  a  second  offence  ? — We  have  had 
some  convicted  for  a  second  offence,  but  I  do  not  think  there  were  any  last  year. 

13507.  And  yet  some  of  the  parties  were  fined  as  often  as  four  times  ? — Three  times 
anyway. 

13508.  Did  they  pay  the  fines? — Last  year  and  the  year  before  they  did  not  fight, 
but  they  paid  up.     This  year  they  do  not  do  so,  but  are  appealing. 

1 3509.  To  what  court  are  they  appealing,  is  it  to  the  Supreme  Court  ? — Yes. 

13510.  Was  it  in  1890  and  1891  they  paid  up?~Yes.     ' 

13511.  And  no  questions  in  regard  to  law  were  raised? — We  were  vjsry  seldom 
troubled  to  call  witnesses. 

13512.  They  would  come  in  and  plead  guilty? — Yes. 

13513.  And  pay  the  fines  and  costs  ?--Yes.  There  was  an  odd  one,  however,  who 
would  fight. 

13514.  Do  you  find,  in  your  conduct  of  those  cases,  that  continually  difficult? 
arises  as  to  the  memory  of  witnesses? — Yes,  I  believe  so.  I  know  all  about  that 
trouble. 

1351 5.  Have  you  trouble  in  that  way  ? — The  witnesses  appear  to  forget  what  they  got 

13516.  And  do  they  forget  how  long  it  is  since  they  got  it? — Yes, 
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13517.  Their  memory,  both  as  to  the  time  and  the  substance,  is  very  poor  in  some 
cases  1 — They  have  all  very  bad  memories. 

13518.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  in  some  of  the  cases  perjury  is  committed, 
or  is  it  simply  lapse  of  memory  1 — I  would  not  like  to  say  that.  I  believe  there  has  been 
more  perjury  in  these  cases  than  in  any  other  cases  that  have  been  brought  forward 
since  I  came  to  Moncton. 

13519.  You  mean  in  this  particular  class  of  cases  ? — Yes. 

13520.  In  regard  to  arresting  people  for  drunkenness :  what  are  your  instructions 
and  what  is  your  practice  ? — If  a  man  is  not  able  to  take  care  of  himself,  and  we  are 
afraid  that  something  may  happen  to  him,  we  arrest  him ;  and  we  also  arrest  a  man 
when  he  becomes  a  nuisance  on  the  streets. 

13521.  If  a  man  is  quietly  making  his  way  home  and  is  no  trouble  to  any  one,  what 
course  do  you  adopt  ? — If  he  is  a  man  we  know,  and  we  believe  he  is  all  right  and  is 
going  home,  we  leave  him  alone ;  but  if  he  is  a  man  of  whom  we  are  suspicious,  and  one 
who  is  liable  to  kick  up  a  fuss,  we  arrest  him. 

13522.  Is  the  character  of  your  town  for  sobriety  good? — Our  town  has  been  very 
good  of  late.     A  fortnight  ago,  however,  we  had  some  trouble. 

13523.  We  have  read  in  the  public  press  some  circumstances  of  an  extraordinary 
nature  that  occurred  here  lately  ]— Yes,  but  we  have  a  very  good  city  here. 

13524.  Is  it  true  that  a  good  many  strangers  of  the  tramp  character  have  been 
troubling  you  lately  ? — Most  of  our  trouble  has  been  with  strangers.  There  is  very 
little  trouble  with  our  townspeople. 

13525.  Are  they  orderly  and  well-behaved  ? — They  are  orderly  and  well-behaved. 

13526.  How  large  is  your  police  force? — There  are  two  policemen  besides  myself. 
Those  two  are  on  duty  at  night.  I  do  day  duty  and  serve  the  greater  part  of  the  Scott 
Act  papers. 

13527.  Do  you  do  any  other  town  business,  such  as  collecting  moneys  or  anything 
of  that  kind  ? — No  more  than  collecting  the  money  for  licenses. 

13528.  You  refer  to  pedlars'  licenses  and  transient  traders'  licenses? — Yes,  I  look 
after  that  kind  of  business,  and  there  is  a  lot  of  other  business  to  do. 

By  Mr.  Gigmdt : 

13529.  Can  you  furnish  the  Commission  with  a  statement  showing  the  number  of 
convictions  for  drunkenness  and  crime  generally  during  the  ten  years  before  the  adoption 
of  the  Scott  Act?— No,  but  I  can  go  back  to  1885. 

13530.  I  mean  before  the  Scott  Act  came  into  force? — I  can  only  go  back  to  1885. 

13531.  And  since  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force  ? — I  could  not  say.  I  can  give  you 
the  number  of  arrests  back  to  1885. 

13532.  Please  read  the  statement ?— In  1885  there  were  335  arrests;  1886,  311 ; 
1887,  205  ;  1888,  206  ;  1889,  309 ;  1890,  278 ;  1891,  263  ;  1892,  123,  up  to  last  July. 
Taking  tlie  average  of  arrests  from  1885  to  1891,  I  find  that  two- thirds  of  them  were 
for  drunkenness. 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

13533.  Do  you  think  the  same  remark  would  apply  to  the  numbers  for  other  years  ? 
—Yes. 

By  Mr,  Gigaidt : 

13534.  Do  you  believe  drunkenness  is  increasing  or  decreasing  in  the  town? — This 
year  we  have  not  had  as  many  drunken  men  in  the  streets  as  in  previous  years.  I  do 
not  think  there  is  as  much  drunkenness  this  year. 

13535.  Were  you  here  when  the  town  was  under  the  license  system  ? — No. 

13536.  Are  crimes  generally  decreasing  or  increasing  in  this  town? — I  think  they 
are  decreasing.     There  is  not  as  much  crime  as  formerly. 

13537.  Are  there  any  houses  of  ill-fame  in  this  town? — We  have  none  we  can 
prove  to  be  such,  but  I  believe  there  are  some. 

13538.  How  many  ? — I  could  not  exactly  say.  I  could  not  swear  there  was  one, 
but  there  are  places  reported  to  be  such. 
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By  Mr.  Clarke: 

13539.  How  many  are  reported  ? — Nc 
places  that  have  a  hard  name.     I  cannot 
know  and  could  not  swear  it. 

By  Mr.  Gigault: 

13540.  From  common  report,  what  is 
in  this  town  ? — I  could  not  swear  definitely 
have  been  fined.     That  is  all  the  basis  fron 

13541.  Is  it  not  a  notorious  fact  tha 
—Yes. 

13542.  If  it  is  a  notorious  fact  that 
state  how  many  places  sell  it,  according  to 

13543.  How  is  the  law  enforced  in 
mean  in  the  outside  districts  ? 

13544.  Yes.  Is  liquor  sold  there? — 1 
those  places,  I  think  it  is  sold. 

13545.  Do  you  know  when  the  Scott  . 
I  think  about  ten  years  ago  ;  it  must  be  all 

13546.  Do  you  think  drug  stores  sell 
know  it  can  be  obtained  on  doctors'  prescr 
by  druggists  except  in  that  way. 

,  By  Judge  McDonald  : 

13547.  In  making  up  the  number  twe 
ber  of  places  selling  illegally,  do  you  mak< 
the  town  who  have  been  fined  from  time  tc 

13548.  Then  there  may  be  others  of  w 
some  cases  against  parties  that  have  been  c 

13549.  If  you  know  of  any  other  plao 
them  ? — Yes. 

13550.  Do  you  find  in  those  cases 
which  you   have  spoken,  both  as  to  time  a 
are  they  people  in  the  locality  ? — They  are 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

13551.  Does  the  public  report  of  whic 
force  in  Moncton  ? — Yes. 

1 3552.  I  understand  from  your  statec 
the  number  of  arrests  for  drunkenness  froD 

13553.  What  was  the  numl^er  in  188^ 

13554.  What  was  the  number  in  1891 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

13555.  What  was  the  number  in  1871 

13556.  What  was  the  number  in-1881 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod: 

13557.  There  was  a  decrease  between 

1 3558.  Have  you  found  this,  that  as  | 
on  and  violators  of  the  Act  were  punished 
increased  ? — Yes. 

13559.  That  is  to  say,  that  the  lav 
reducing  the  number  of  drunkards  ? — If  t 
people  keep  out  of  the  way. 

13560.  They  do  not  come  under  your 
Charles  Foster. 
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13561.  Do  you  know  whether  any  number  of  those  arrested  for  drunkenness  were 
persons  not  belonging  to  Moncton,  but  who  perhaps  get  drunk  elsewhere  and  came  in 
here  on  the  Intercolonial  Railway  ? — There  are  lots  of  those  cases. 

13562.  So  all  the  drunkards  are  not  really  chargeable  to  the  town  of  Moncton? — 
No. 

13563.  I  think  you  said  two-thirds  of  the  arrests  were  for  drunkenness,  generally 
speaking  1 — I  hurriedly  made  it  up. 

13564.  Speaking  roughly,  about  two-thirds? — Yes. 

13565.  Can  you  say  what  proportion  of  the  other  one-third  arrests  are  for  offences 
that  are  traceable  to  drink  and  the  drink  habit  1 — I  could  not  say  how  many.  There  is 
no  doubt  a  proportion  of  them. 

13566.  Half  of  them  ^— No. 

13567.  A  quarter  of  them? — I  do  not  think  so.  We  have  a  good  many  petty 
thefts  by  boys. 

13568.  Have  you  noticed  what  proportion  of  the  petty  thefts  and  the  like  by  boys 
are  traceable  to  drink,  not  by  the  boys  but  by  their  parents  or  guardians  ? — I  could  not 
say.     There  are  some  cases  traceable  to  that  cause  no  doubt. 

13569.  You  have  stated  that  this  year  about  $600  of  the  penalties  imposed  for 
violations  of  the  Scott  Act  have  been  paid,  and  that  some  of  the  persons  fined  have  left 
the  town,  and  some  have  appealed  their  cases  ? — Yes. 

13570.  Are  there  any  convictions  for  Scott  Act  offences  which  have  not  been 
appealed,  the  persons  have  not  gone  away,  and  yet  the  penalties  have  not  been  col- 
lected ?— Yes. 

13571.  Why? — I  have  returned  some  distress  warrants  and  have  not  got  a  com- 
mitment. 

13572.  What  is  the  usual  course  to  pursue  in  such  cases? — You  first  get  a  distress 
warrant,  and  if  you  cannot  find  any  chattels,  you  return  it  and  get  a  commitment  to 
take  the  party  to  jail. 

13573.  Is  the  commitment  issued  by  the  Police  Magistrate? — It  should  come  from 
him,  but  I  think  it  now  comes  from  the  Town  Solicitor. 

13574.  And  in  some  of  those  cases  a   commitment  has  not  been  issued? — Quite  so. 

13575.  Therefore  the  penalties  remain  unexacted? — Yes. 

13576.  From  your  observation  and  experience  as  Town  Marshal,  what  have  been 
the  chief  difficulties  in  the  way  of  a  better  enforcement  of  the  law  ? — I  have  had  nil  help. 

13577.  No  help  from  whom? — I  have  had  very  little  from  anybody.  One  of  my 
policemen  is  shut  off ;  he  has  to  sign  all  the  complaints. 

13578.  And,  therefore,  he  cannot  serve  the  papers  ? — He  cannot  serve  papers. 

13579.  I  do  not  mean  to  review  your  attempts  to  enforce  the  law,  and  I  judge  you 
did  your  very  best ;  but  what  difficulties  did  you  meet  with  in  the  way  of  securing  a 
more  complete  enforcement  of  the  Act  ? — That  is  all  the  difficulty  there  is — I  have  not 
sufficient  help. 

13580.  Have  these  cases  of  appeal  had  the  effect  of  checking  the  enforcement  of 
the  Act  and  making  it  more  difficult  ?  For  instance,  when  a  man  is  convicted  and  fined 
$100,  or  sentenced  to  jail,  and  he  appeals  the  case,  and  the  appeal  is  delayed  for  six 
months  or  twelve  months  or  two  or  three  years,  does  that  fact  have  a  discouraging 
effect  ? — The  cstses  do  not  lie  over  that  way  here.  We  get  theiii  cleared  up  as  quickly  as  we 
can. 

13581.  How  long  do  they  lie? — Some  lie  two  or  three  months,  but  of  late  years  we 
have  ohly  had  one  case  laid  over,  and  that  man  was  away. 

13582.  Take  the  years  before  that,  you  have  had  four  years'  experience? — I  have 
had  only  two  years'  experience. 

13583.  This  statement  is  made  in  some  places,  whether  the  police  of  Moncton  are 
aware  of  it  or  not  I  do  not  know  :  that  there  is  a  sort  of  understanding  between  the 
violators  of  the  law  and  some  of  the  officials  (I  do  not  think  it  has  been  said  with  respect 
to  the  police  officers  themselves)  that  if  the  parties  are  fined  three,  four  or  ^ve  times  in  the 
course  of  a  year,  nothing  more  is  to  be  done,  but  these  payments  are  to  be  regarded 
as  a  kind  of  Ucense  fee.  Is  there  any  understanding  of  that  kind  in  Moncton  ? — I  do 
not  know  of  any.     All  I  can  state  is,  that  I  have  written  instructions  from  the  Chair- 
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man  of  the  Police  Committee  this  year,  and  he  told  me  he  expected  me  to  suppress  the 
illicit  traffic. 

13584.  Have  you  endeavoured  to  carry  out  those  instructions  ?t— Yes,  to  the  best 
of  my  ability. 

13585.  And  you  have  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  imposition  of  penalties  amounting 
to  $1,900  this  year? — Yes.  '  I  will  tell  you  another  fact.  I  have  had  as  many  as  24 
subpoenas  in  one  case,  and  I  have  even  then  lost  it,  the  case  being  dismissed. 

13586.  Why  was  it  dismissed? — Because  there  were  no  reliable  witnesses.  Ire- 
member  one  case  which  was  adjourned  two  or  three  times,  in  which  I  summoned  22 
witnesses,  and  yet  we  lost  the  case. 

13587.  Was  it  because  the  witnesses  did  not  know  whether  they  got  drink  at  a  cer- 
tain time  ? — It  was  suggested  that  they  did  not  get  anything. 

13588.  Or  was  it  doubtful  whether  they  paid  for  drink  ? — They  did  not  know  any- 
thing about  the  matter.  If  I  had  known  that  the  case  was  coming  up  in  that  way,  I 
would  have  had  a  list  of  all  the  subpoenas  served. 

13589.  Then  you  are  inclined  to  think  that  there  has  been  a  good  deal  of  pei^ury 
committed  under  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  so. 

13590.  Do  you  believe  the  Scott  Act  is  responsible  for  the  perjury,  or  that  the  per- 
jury is  in  the  grain  of  the  man,  and  the  Scott  Act  brings  it  out  ? — I  could  not  say  that 
I  will  tell  you  what  I  think,  but  I  will  not  swear  to  it — I  believe  a  man  does  not  want 
to  hurt  his  neighbour. 

13591.  And,  therefore,  he  does  not  tell  the  truth  ?  Has  there  been  at  any  time  any 
official  notice  given  to  illicit  sellers  in  the  town  to  close  their  bars  at  a  given  time  ?  I 
ask  this  question  because  I  have  seen  something  to  that  effisct  in  the  newspapers  I— I  did 
so,  acting  on  instructions  from  the  Mayor  in  regard  to  12th  July.  I  will  tell  you  why 
we  did  it.  We  thought  that  every  little  beer  saloon  would  be  selling  largely  on  that 
day,  and  that  if  we  issued  this  notice  it  would  have  a  tendency  to  stop  them.  We  have 
a  very  small  police  force  here,  and  we  thought  the  issuing  of  this  notice  would  stop 
drinking. 

13592.  What  was  the  character  of  the  instructions  given — what  were  the  instruc- 
tions ? — The  notice  that  we  inserted  in  the  papers  was  that  the  people  must  close  their 
bar-rooms  on  that  day. 

13593.  Would  that  seem  to  give  the  impression  that  bar-rooms  were  an  institution 
of  the  city  and  were  selling  openly  ? — There  are  bar-rooms  in  the  city,  because  we  receive 
fines  from  them. 

13594.  Why  did  you  ask  them  to  close  their  bar-rooms  on  that  day,  especially  when 
the  law  required  them  to  be  closed  every  day  in  the  year  ? — That  was  the  way  in  which 
the  notice  was  put. 

13595.  Did  that  order  come  from  the  Mayor? — Yes,  from  the  Mayor.  We  talked 
about  it,  and  he  said  "yes"  to  it. 

1 3596.  What  was  the  effect  of  the  notice  ? — We  had  very  little  drunkenness  that  day. 

13597.  And  do  you  suppose  if  no  such  order  had  been  issed,  there  would  have  been 
a  great  deal  of  drunkenness  ? — I  think  there  would  have  been. 

13598.  You  did  this  by  direction  of  the  Mayor  ? — I  do  not  know  whether  this  order 
prevented  drunkenness  or  not,  but  there  was  very  little  drunkenness  that  day. 

13599.  Did  you  have  any  special  police  force  that  day  ? — We  had  four  special  con- 
stables. 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

13600.  Did  the  Mayor  suggest  that  you  should  insert  that  notice  in  the  newspapers, 
or  did  you  suggest  it  to  the  Mayor,  and  he  acted  on  your  advice  ? — We  were^  talking 
about  it,  but  I  could  not  say  who  suggested  it.     I  think  I  spoke  about  it. 

1 3601.  You  suggested  it  to  the  Mayor  ? — I  would  not  be  sure  of  that,  but  I  think  I 
did. 

13602.  Did  you  suggest  that  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to  call  upon  the  rumsellers 
to  close  up  their  bars  ? — We  talked  it  over,  and  that  was  the  way  we  put  it. 

Charles  Foster. 
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13603.  Who  prepared  the  manuscript  copy  of  the  advertisement  for  the  news- 
papers ? — I  walked  over  to  the  Times  office,  and  I  told  them  the  effect  of  the  Major's 
order. 

13604.  Did  you  tell  them  what  you  wanted  inserted? — I  just  stated  it. 

13605.  Did  they  carry  out  your  instructions  in  regard  to  the  advertisement  that 
was  inserted  ? — Yes. 

13606.  And  the  advertisement  states  correctly  what  the  Mayor  and  yourself 
wished  to  be  done  1 — It  did  not  mention  the  Mayor. 

13607.  The  advertisement  was  published? — It  was  published  the  following  day. 

1 3608.  It  carried  out  the  wishes  of  the  Mayor  and  yourself  1 — Yes. 

13609.  In  how  many  places  did  you  say,  you  believe  liquor  is  sold  now  1 — I  am  of 
the  opinion  that  there  are  twelve  places.     Of  course,  there  may  be  more. 

13610.  You  know  of  twelve  places.  Is  liquor  sold  in  those  places  continuously 
from  day  to  day  1 — ^I  think  it  is. 

13611.  You  have  also  said  you  have  done  your  best  to  enforce  the  law  ? — I  have 
done  all  I  could. 

13612.  You  spoke  of  not  having  sufficient  assistance  to  enforce  the  law.  You  your- 
self do  all  the  work  during  the  day,  and  the  two  constables  look  after  the  peace  of  the 
city  at  night.  Have  you  ever  reported  this  fact  to  the  Mayor,  or  the  Police  Com- 
mittee, or  the  Council,  that  you  have  not  sufficient  help  to  enable  you  to  enforce  the 
Scott  Act  ? — I  have  never  reported"  it  to  them,  but  I  have  done  so  to  the  City  Solicitor. 
He  knows  exactly  how  tbd  work  has  been  carried  on. 

13613.  Is  it  your  custom,  in  the  discharge  of  your  duties  respecting  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  various  laws,  to  report  to  the  Solicitor,  or  to  the  Council,  or  to  the  Police 
Conmiittee  ? — The  report  I  have  to  make  is  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Police  Committee. 

13614.  Have  you  ever  reported  to  him  that  you  have  not  been  able  to  enforce  the 
Scott  Act  satisfactorily  ? — I  think  I  have  reported  to  him  that  my  men  did  not  assist 
me  very  much  in  enforcing  the  Act. 

13615.  Are  they  not  on  duty  at  night? — Yes. 

13616.  Do  they  have  better  opportunities  of  enforcing  the  law  from  the  fact  that 
they  are  on  duty  at  night,  rather  than  on  duty  in  the  day  time  ?  Have  they  better 
opportunities  of  observing  breaches  of  the  law  at  night  ? — I  should  think  they  would 
have. 

13617.  Have  you  reported  and  complained  that  your  officers  did  not  assist  you  in 
the  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act  1 — One  officer  is  shut  off.  In  regard  to  the  other  one, 
I  do  not  want  to  speak  of  him  at  all.  One  man  has  to  sign  all  the  complaints,  and  the 
other  man,  I  say  I  do  not  wish  to  speak  of,  and  I  would  rather  not  do  so. 

13618.  Why  ?— He  is  dead  and  gone. 

13619.  He  lost  his  life  doing  his  duty  ?— Yes,  he  was  a  good  man. 

1 3620.  Is  the  forgetf ulness  of  Scott  Act  witnesses  due  to  the  bad  quality  of  the 
liquor  they  get  in  these  dives  or  places,  or  is  it  a  desire  to  shelter  the  people  who  have 
committed  breaches  of  the  law  ? — ^I  could  not  say  so. 

13621.  Do  you  think  they  are  sometimes  paralyzed  by  the  quality  of  the  liquor 
they  get  in  those  places  ? — I  could  not  say  ;  I  have  only  to  say  that  they  have  very 
bad  memories. 

13622.  Would  you  consider  these  people  in  all  cases  to  be  responsible  and  reliable 
witnesses  ? — Yes,  I  would  look  upon  them  as  such. 

13623.  But  in  Scott  Act  cases,  is  it  impossible  to  get  a  continuous  story  from  them 
so  as  to  secure  convictions  ? — It  is. 

13624.  To  what  do  you  attribute  their  lapse  of  memory  in  these  cases?  Do  you 
attribute  it  solely  to  a  desire  to  screen  the  offenders  ? — There  is  something  to  that  effect. 
I  cannot  swear  distinctly  what  is  the  reason,  but  they  certainly  have  bad  memories. 

13625.  Have  you  had  any  people  who  have  persistently  and  flagrantly  violated  the 
law,  placed  in  jail  for  third  offence  convictions  ? — No. 

13626.  Why  is  that  ?— I  could  not  say. 

13627.  Does  not  the  law  make  provision  for  the  imprisonment  of  those  convicted 
for  third  offences? — The  law  makes  provision  in  regard  to  first,  second  and  third 
oflTences. 
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8.  Why  were  not  proceedings  taken  Agaiiist  ten  or  twelve  of  those  people  for 
ices,  and  have  them  jailed  ? — When  I  get  a  complaint,  I  take  it  to  the  Gty 
md  he  acts  on  it.     When  the  papers  are  made  out,  I  serve  them. 

9.  It  appears  to  be  a  very  hard  matter  to  secure  a  conviction  for  second  or 
aces.  %  Is  that  because  of  the  severity  of  the  penalty  imposed,  or  is  it  because 

difficult  to  secure  convictions  from  lapse  of  memory  on  the  part  of  witnesses 
ond  and  third  offences  ? — They  object  to  give  evidence  of  second  offences.  I 
lember  having  a  third  offence  case  here  ;  there  has  not  beeiji  one  since  I  have 
•shal. 

0.  Have  the  people  escaped  by  paying  fines  occasionally,  and  then  kept  on 
ly  violating  the  law  ? — Yes. 

1.  What  is  the  effect  on  the  public  morals  of  such  a  state  of  affairs  existing, 
iw  being  persistently  and  flagrantly  violated  ? — During  the  last  two  years  the 
ve  not  been  satisfied. 

2.  You  have  said  that  you  have  reported  that  your  force  was  insufficient  to 
le  law.  If  the  force  was  not  sufficient,  why  did  not  your  opinion  find  reflection 
ion  of  the  Council,  or  the  Police  Committee  ? — I  have  done  my  duty  in  every 
lid.     In  fact  I  have  worked  too  hard,  and  I  have  injured  my  health  in  so  doing. 

3.  In  looking  after  the  law  and  endeavouring  to  carry  it  out  ? — I  have  worted 
Y  in  the  morning  until  1 1  o'clock  at  night.  ^ 

4.  When  appeals  are  taken — and  I  am  not  now  speaking  of  the  difficulties  in 
)f  enforcing  the  law — do  you  take  steps  to  secure  conviction  for  the  first  offence, 
)u  afterwards  go  right  along  and  proceed  against  offenders  ? — When  I  can  get 
J  go  right  along.  There  are  some  men  in  the  town  who  hav^  been  up  on  both 
second  offences. 

5.  And  are  such  people  still  in  the  business  ? — I  think  so. 

6.  You  have  not  relaxed  your  efforts  to  secure  convictions  for  first  offences  ?— 
I  to  the  person  to  whom  I  specially  refer,  we  had  an  action  against  him  last 
1  he  was  fined.  We  never  stop  taking  action  when  we  are  able  to  do  so.  We 
r  to  make  out  a  case  every  time. 

7.  Has  any  public  presentation  of  your  difficulty  been  made  to  the  Council  by 
ns,  that  is,  have  they  endeavoured  to  sustain  yOu  and  back  you  up  in  asking 
onal  assistance ;  have  they  represented  to  their  representatives,  the  Mayor  and 
I,  that  the  law  is  being  steadily  violated,  and  that  one  officer  cannot  enforce  it 
m  it  is  being  enforced  ?  — Yes,  there  are  always  complaints. 

8.  Do  they  reach  the  Council  1 — I  cannot  say  about  that ;  I  hear  theuL 

9.  The  papers,  no  doubt,  give  publicity  to  these  complaints.  To  what  do  you 
the  apathy  of  the  Council;  is  it  due  to  the  apathy  of  the  pubHc?— This 
[  think,  is  willing  to  assist  in  every  way,  that  is,  the  Chairman  of  the  Police 
50  and  others. 

0.  Has  there  been  any  reduction  in  the  police  force  since  the  Scott  Act  became 
ere? — No.  In  1889  and  1890,  I  think,  there  were  three  men;  there  were  that 
a  1890,  anyway.  > 

1.  And  that  number  has  been  reduced  since? — Yes,  there  are  only  two  now. 

2.  Why  was  that  reduction  made  :  was  it  because  there  was  no  necessity  for 
1  two  ?  It  was  very  quiet  at  that  time.  There  was  not  much  doing,  but  in 
bad  a  day  policeman,  perhaps  for  three  months. 

3.  Were  his  services  dispensed  with  ? — He  was  only  put  on  temporarily,  and 
id  this  man  was  put  on  afterwards. 

4.  Are  there  as  many  policemen  required  now  as  were  required  formerly  I— I 
would  be  better  with  one  more  man. 

5.  Do  you  think  you  could  enforce  the  law  more  efficiently  if  you  had  more 
f — I  think  we  would  be  l^etter  with  his  assistance  at  night. 

6.  You  do  not  want  any  assistance  in  the  daytime  ? — This  man  could  work,  to 
jnt,  in  the  day. 

7.  You  say  a  large  number  of  those  arrested  for  drunkenness  are  strangers, 
ging  to  the  town  ? — Part  of  them. 

lARLEs  Foster. 
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1 3648.  What  percentage ;  25  per  ceat  ? — There  would  be  about  one-fourth  of  them 
strangers. 

13649.  Do  they  procure  their  liquor  before  they  come  here,  and  come  into  the 
town  and  raise  a  row  1 — I  have  known  some  of  them  to  do  that,  but  there  are  quite  a 
number  who  come  in  here  drunk.  They  come  in  on  the  train.  We  have  had  some 
places  outside  the  city  where  they  g*ot  the  liquor  at  windows,  but  not  now. 

13650.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  probably  a  quarter  of  those  arrested  procure 
their  liquor  elsewhere  than  in  Moncton,  the  other  75  per  cent  are  supplied  with  liquor 
here  1 — Yes. 

13651.  Those  ten  or  twelve  places  are  able  to  pay  their  fines  and  keep  right  along 
selling  ? — There  are  quite  twelve. 

13652.  Can  you  suggest  any  change  in  the  law  that  would  render  it  more  readily 
workable  and  more  efficient? — I  do  not  know  that  I  could. 

1 3653.  Would  the  appointment  of  officials  by  the  Dominion  or  Provincial  Grovern- 
ment  be  an  improvement? — I  think  it  would. 

13654.  Did  you  hear  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Binney? — I  only  speak  from  what  I 
think  myself.     I  think  it  would  assist  a  good  deal. 

1 3655.  The  New  Brunswick  law  makes  provision  for  the  appointment  by  the  City 
Council  or  County  Council  of  a  special  officer  to  enforce  the  Scott  Act,  does  it  not  ? — I 
do  not  know. 

1 3656.  Is  there  any  reason  you  know  of  why  the  City  Council  does  not  appoint 
such  an  officer  ? — I  do  not  know  whether  they  have  power  or  not,  I  think  the  Police 
Committee  would  do  anything  in  their  power  to  enforce  the  Scott  Act. 

1 3657.  There  is  no  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  City  Council  appointing  an  officer  to 
aid  you  1 — I  think  it  would  be  a  great  help,  but  I  do  not  know  whether  they  have  that 
power  or  not. 

Bi/  Judge  McDonald : 

13658.  Are  you  troubled  at  all  here  with  people  who  carry  flasks  and  bottles  about 
their  persons  ? — A  great  many  we  arrested  had  bottles  on  them. 

13659.  Have  you  ever  been  informed  of  any  cases  where  people  sell  rum  bottles? — 
I  have  not. 

1 3660.  But  you  have  found  persons  whom  you  have  arrested,  with  bottles  or  flasks 
in  their  possession? — One  out  of  every  ^ve  will  have  a  bottle  on  him. 

13661.  Did  you  say  when  you  and  the  Mayor  spoke  of  putting  this  notice  in  the 
newspaper  as  to  the  closing  of  bar-rooms»  you  had  it  in  your  mind  that  every  little  beer 
shop  would  have  its  bottle  with  intoxicating  beverages  ? — I  mean  behind  the  counter. 

13662.  What  do  you  mean  by  beer  saloons? — Some  of  them  do  not  sell  liquor. 

13663.  You  mean  places  where  temperance  beverages  are  sold,  would  be  getting. 
intoxicating  liquors  to  sell  ? — Yes.  We  did  it  to  try  to  keep  peace  and  order  in  the  city 
that  day. 

1 3664.  And  you  think  it  did  good  ?— I  do. 

13665.  Was  it  an  order  or  a  request? — It  was  a  notice. 

13666.  They  paid  attention  to  it,  you  think? — There  was  very  little  drunkenness, 
not  as  much  as  on  some  Saturday  nights. 

1 3667.  How  long  ago  was  this  ? — On  1 2th  of  July  last. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

13668.  Do  you  think  that  a  sisailat  request  would  have  a  good  effect  on  any  day  in 
any  week  ? — I  could  not  say. 

13669.  If  not,  why  not  ? — I  could  not  say.  • 

13670.  If  the  people  will  refrain  from  selling  drink  on  the  request  of  the  Mayor 
and  the  Marshal,  and  will  not  refrain  when  they  are  prohibited  by  the  law,  would  it 
not  be  well  to  make  the  request  ? — I  cannot  swear  that  they  did,  but  there  were  very 
few  people  intoxicated  on  that  day. 

13671.  Do  you  think  your  having  four  additional  constables  on  that  day  had  any 
effect  ? — I  do  not  think  those  places  sold  any ;  I  do  not  think  they  would. 
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13672.  Which  places  do  you  find  the  chief  offenders,  the  hotels,  or  saloons,  or  the 
jug  places,  as  they  call  them  ?-— The  small  places  are  the  worst. 

13673.  Which  offend  the  most  frequently  1 — The  small  places. 

13674.  That  is  they  are  most  frequently  charged  with  the  offence? — No,  but  they 
are  open  later.     The  hotels  shut  up. 

13675.  Do  the  hotels  sell  on  Sunday? — I  do  not  know,  but  we  have  some  drunks 
on  Sunday. 

13676.  Did  ever  hotel  keepers  put  up  a  notice  that  they  would  not  sell  on  Sunday^ 
— I  know  they  did  last  year.     I  do  not  know  this  year. 

13677.  You  do  not  know  whether  the  sale  goes  on  regularly  on  Sunday  or  not?— 
Not  regularly,  but  I  think  they  do  sell  some. 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

13678.  Do  you  think  their  giving  that  notice  as  to  Sunday  was  equivalent  to  their 
saying  they  would  sell  and  did  sell  on  other  days  1 — I  thought  so. 

13679.  Do  you  think  the  present  state  of  things  better  than  would  be  a  system  by 
which  those  places  would  be  licensed  and  placed  under  your  surveillance  and  observa- 
tion ? — I  do  not  know.     I  have  not  been  here  when  licenses  were  issued. 

13680.  But  in  other  places  ]— Yes. 

13681.  How  does  the  condition  of  affairs  where  a  license  system  is  enforced  compare 
with  the  present  condition  of  affairs  here  1 — We  have  the  quietest  city  for  its  size  that  I 
was  ever  in.     I  have  been  in  small  places  where  there  was  twice  as  much  trouble. 

13682.  Do  you  prefer  the  present  condition  of  affairs  to  a  license  system  which 
would  permit  those  people  legally  to  sell  ? — I  could  not  say. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

13683.  In  that  case,  after  notice,  there  would  be  no  sale  of  liquor  on  Sunday.  Have 
you  any  reason  to  believe  there  was  any  understanding  between  the  liquor  seller  and 
any  of  the  officials  that,  if  he  would  not  sell  on  Sunday,  he  would  not  be  interfered  with 
to  any  extent  at  other  times  ? — I  do  not  know.  I  never  knew  that  there  was  any 
understanding  with  the  officials. 

13684.  And  with  the  violators? — Not  to  my  knowledge. 

By  Mr.  Clarke: 

13685.  What  is  done  with  the  Scott  Act  fines? — They  are  placed  in  the  city 
treasury. 

13686.  And  for  what  purpose  is  the  money  used  by  the  Council  ? — I  cannot  say,  but 
it  is  paid  in  there. 

13687.  If  I  have  added  these  figures  correctly  :  in  the  last  eight  years,  there  have 
been  fines  imposed  amounting  to  $9,390,  and  $8,090  have  been  collected  from  1885  up 
to  31st  July.  That  is  about  $1,012  a  year.  How  much  is  expended  by  the  Council 
every  year  in  endeavouring  to  enforce  the  Act  ?  Is  the  money  collected  in  fines  for  viola- 
tions of  the  Act  expended  by  the  Council  in  endeavouring  to  enforce  the  Scott  Act  t— 
It  must  be,  because  there  is  the  cost  of  a  lawyer  and  there  is  the  cost  of  sending  for 
witnesses.  Sometimes  we  have  to  hire  a  horse  and  go  out  of  town,  and  the  expense  is 
all  paid. 

13688.  You  think  all  the  money  collected  from  fines  is  expended  in  endeavouring 
to  enforce  the  Act  ? — All  that  is  wanted,  but  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  it 

13689.  The  Solicitor  has  no  difficulty  in  getting  the  money  to  carry  on  prosecutions  t 
— I  know  his  bills  are  always  paid. 

13690.  There  are  ten  places  in  this  city  where  liquor  is  sold  ? — More  than  that 

13691.  That  means  a  tax  of  about  $100  a  year?— More  than  that. 

13692.  Some  of  them  have  been  fined  more  frequently  ? — There  are  some  years  when 
no  tines  were  collected.     In  1886  there  was  nothing  collected,  and  1885  only  840. 

13693.  But  taking  the  average  of  the  eight  years,  would  it  be  possible  under  your 
present  system  and  with  your  present  assistance  to  secure  a  more  rigorous  enforcement 
of  the  law  ? — Not  as  far  as  I  am  concerned.     I  could  not  do  more. 

13694.  And  the  present  condition  of  afiairs  will  continue  unless  you  get  more 
assistance  ? — I  would  have  to  get  more  help. 

Charles  Foster. 
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JACOB  WORTMAN,  of  Moncton,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : — 
By  Judge  McDonald : 

13695.  What  is  your  calling  or  occupation  ? — I  am  Police  and  Stipendiary  Magis- 
trate for  the  city  of  Moncton,  Westmoreland  County. 

13696.  How  long  have  you  held  office? — I  am  now  in  my  seventeenth  year. 

13697.  By  what  board  or  authority  are  you  appointed  ? — By  the  Provincial  Gov- 
ernment. 

13698.  As  Police  Magistrate,  are  you  charged  with  the  trial  of  cases  under  the 
Scott  Act  % — Yes,  the  principal  part  of  them  come  before  me. 

13699.  You  have  had  considerable  experience  in  trying  cases  under  that  Act  ? — 
Yes.     I  tried  the  first  cases  in  the  County  of  Westmoreland. 

13700.  Your  Chief  Marshal  has  shown  there  have  been  a  good  many  cases  before 
the  court  ?— rYes. 

13701.  From  your  own  experience,  could  you  make  any  suggestions  to  the  Com- 
mission of  amendments  to  the  Act,  which  would  make  it  more  effective  1 — I  think 
possibly  I  could  by  studying  the  matter  up. 

13702.  Have  you  had  any  difficulty  in  cases  tried  before  you  in  reference  to  the 
memory  of  the  witness  being  bad  1 — A  very  great  deal  of  it. 

13703.  Do  you  find  any  difference  in  that  respect  between  Scott  Act  cases  and 
other  cases  ? — Very  much  indeed. 

13704.  Memory  seems  more  defective  in  Scott  Act  cases  than  in  ordinary  cases? — 
Very  much  so. 

13705.  Does  it  add  to  the  difficulty  of  enforcing  the  Act  ? — Altogether. 

13706.  Have  you  had 'any  cases  of  second  or  third  offences  tried  beforp  you? — 
Both, 

13707.  Have  you  found  that  lack  of  memory  more  prevalent  in  any  one  class  of 
case  than  in  another  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

13708.  In  some  places  it  has  been  stated  that  there  is  more  difficulty  in  third 
offences  ? — It  might  be  so  where  there  is  imprisonment.  The  apparent  loss  of  memory 
is  so  very  prevalent  here  in  the  first  as  well  as  in  the  second  and  third  offences  that  I 
could  hardly  distinguish  them. 

13709.  Who  first  lays  the  information  ? — One  of  our  policemen. 

13710.  Then  there  is  either  a  summons  or  a  warrant  issued? — I  issue  summonses  as 
a  rule.     I  have  issued  very  few  warrants. 

13711.  Where  people  were  about  to  get  out  of  the  way,  you  would  issue  a 
warrant  ? — Yes. 

13712.  Did  you  have  any  pleas  of  "guilty  "  ? — Quite  a  number  this  season  and  last 
season,  and  some  before. 

13713.  In  case  of  the  infliction  of  a  fine,  is  it  paid  to  you  in  the  first  instance  or  to 
the  city  officials  ? — It  is  supposed  to  be  paid  to  me  ;  sometimes  it  is,  and  sometimes  it  is 
paid  to  the  Marshal  I  usually  send  the  fines  immediately  to  our  City  Clerk,  and  he 
sends  a  receipt  for  them. 

13714.  Do  you  make  a  return  of  the  number  of  cases  tried  before  you  each  year  ? — 
I  make  no  return  to  the  City  Clerk,  but  I  keep  a  complete  account  in  a  book  of  all 
fines  paid.  The  business  here  may  be  different  from  that  in  other  places.  I  have  no 
regular  clerk,  and  the  city  has  always  an  attorney  employed  and  in  the  liquor  cases  he 
acts  both  as  Attorney  and  Clerk.  As  regards  any  other  business  I  look  after  it  myself, 
but  the  liquor  cases  are  run  on  a  different  basis,  that  is,  they  employ  an  attorney  to 
prosecute  and  he  acts  as  clerk  and  attorney  also.  As  a  matter  of  course  I  make  my 
own  notes,  but  he  makes  out  the  papers.  I  take  the  minutes  of  evidence  myself. 
Here  is  a  parish  case  which  I  tried  myself,  and  here  is  the  conviction  and  the  papers. 

13715.  You  have  all  the  papers  on  file  together? — That  is  out  of  the  city,  but  in 
the  city  I  let  the  attorney  take  the  papers  to  his  office  arid  keep  them.  So  if  we  want 
any  other  papers,  commitments  and  so  on,  he  has  them  there. 

13716.  In  county  causes,  to  whom  do  you  make  returns  ? — I  pay  the  money  gener- 
ally to  the  man  who  has  charge  of  the  prosecutions. 
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13717.  Are  your  papers  returned  to  the  proper  auditor  or  do  you  keep  them  your- 
self ? — Sometimes  I  have  them  myself.  In  this  case  I  have  the  money  banked,  and  they 
have  not  called  for  it  yet. 

13718.  All  cases  of  breach  of  city  ordinances  and  so  on  come  befcn^  you  t— Yes. 
137ly.  It  is  the  general  criminal  court  ? — I  make  a  return  of  them  once  a  month. 

13720.  Have  you  many  cases  of  drunkenness  before  you  1 — Yes,  quite  a  number. 

13721.  And  other  cases  besides  ? — In  these  other  cases  a  certain  percentage  can  be 
traced  to  drunkenness  on  the  part  of  people ;  I  was  studying  it  up,  and  it  would  be  a 
great  job  to  get  exactly  the  different  returns ;  we  could  go  over  our  books.  Our  criminal 
business  is  kept  in  a  book  by  itself,  so  as  to  send  the  depositions  away,  and  I  keep  a 
memorandum  of  it  in  the  same  book. 

13722.  To  whom  are  they  sent  ? — To  the  Attorney  General  or  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
County  Court. 

13723.  In  those  cases  that  come  before  you,  in  which  you  have  spoken  of  the  great 
shortness  of  memory  on  the  part  of  witnesses,  do  you  ever  have  cases  of  that  kind  in 
which  you  have  reason  ta  believe  the  witnesses  are  swearing  falsely  1 — I  am  sorry  to  say 
that  there  is  scarcely  a  case  tried  but  I  have  numbers  of  them.  I  feel  as  positive  as  if 
I  saw  it  myself. 

13724.  Have  any  efforts  been  made  to  convict  these  people  of  perjury? — I  think 
an  effort  was  made  once,  but  I  think  it  failed. 

13725.  You  have  had  no  case  laid  before  you  to  be  followed  up  by  a  criminal  pro- 
secution for  perjury  ? — I  do  not  recollect  any. 

13726.  The  Marshal  has  given  the  Conimission  the  number  of  cases  of  drunkenness 
for  some  years  1 — He  talked  to  me  about  it,  and  we  agreed  as  to  the  proportion,  I  think 
two-thirds,  as  near  as  you  can  get  at  the  proportion. 

13727.  In  case  of  parties  charged  with  drunkenness,  are  many  of  those  the  same 
people  over  and  over  again  ? — It  is  quite  usual. 

13728.  You  expect  to  see  them  every  now  and  then  ? — Every  two  or  three  days. 

13729.  That  does  not  represent  the  number  of  people,  but  the  number  of  cases?— 
Yes. 

13730.  As  to  persons  who  are  brought  up  for  breaches  of  the  Scott  Act :  do  you 
find  that  the  same  persons  are  up  again  and  again  1 — Yes,  there  is  just  one  line  of  parties. 

13731.  They  are  up  again  and  again? — Yes,  occasionally  a  new  one  drops  in  and 
opens  up  the  business,  but  they  are  the  same  parties  time  after  time,  as  a  rule. 

13732.  Could  you  form  any  opinion,  from  your  recollection,  as  to  how  many  per- 
sons are  engaged  in  this  illicit  sale  in  this  city,  in  round  numbers  1 — I  should  say  not 
more  than  a  doze^  or  fifteen. 

13733.  That  is  judging  from  the  cases  that  come  before  you?— Yes, 

13734.  May  there  be  other  cases  where  there  is  illicit  sale? — Yes,  I  think  from 
what  I  hear,  there  are  small  places  about  which  not  much  has  been  said  or  complaint 
made,  but  I  should  judge  they  exist.     I  might  be  wrong  in  saying  fifteen. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

13735.  Do  you  think  the  Scott  Act  is  well  enforced  in  Moncton? — I  think  it  could 
be  much  better  enforced. 

13736.  What  would  help  to  the  better  enforcement? — It  would  help  by  being  well 
backed  up  by  those  who  say  they  are  friends  of  temperance. 

13737.  They  do  not  back  it  well  ? — They  talk  in  favour  of  it,  as  a  matter  of  couree, 
but  I  do  not  think  they  take  so  active  a  part  in  the  matter  as  to  prosecute  it  and  carry 
it  out  as  they  might. 

13738.  What  would  you  have  them  do? — Possibly  it  would  not  be  fair  for  me  to 
make  propositions,  as  I  have  to  preside  over  those  cases.  For  me  to  suggest  the  modw 
operandi  to  punish  the  people  would  hardly  be  fair . 

13739.  Do  you  think  it  is  the  duty  of  citizens  to- enforce  the  law  ?— I  do  not  like 
to  say  much  about  my  opinion  in  this  matter,  having  to  preside  and  settle  these  cases. 
I  take  possibly  a  different  view  of  the  Scott  Act  and  its  working  from  others.  The 
Scott  Act,  of  course,  has  been  got  up  by  the  friends  of  temperance,  with  a  view  to  its 
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enforcement  by  those  people.  Some  say  it  is  the  duty  of  myself  and  the  officers  of  the 
town  to  look  after  the  Act,  to  see  and  hunt  out  those  offenders  especially  ;  but  I  think 
a  great  deal  of  the  duty  depends  on  the  friends  of  the  Act  who  succeeded  in  getting  the 
Act  passed,  and  they  should  assist.  I  do  not  hold  it  is  like  a  man  stealing  an  ox,  or  a 
sheep.  The  man  who  loses  it  lays  an  information,  and  then  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  assist 
in  carrying  out  the  law,  and  even  sometimes  I  travel  outside  of  the  exact  field  which  I 
occupy  as  Police  Magistrate.  But  in  the  Scott  Act  cases,  I  do  not  feel  it  is  my  exact 
duty  to  do  that.  I  am  very  willing  to  carry  out  what  is  laid  before  me  and  do  my  best 
to  make  convictions. 

13740.  You  say  if  some  one  comes  to  you  with  a  complaint,  after  an  ox  has  been 
stolen,  you  co-operate  with  him  and  help  to  punish  the  offender  ? — Yes. 

13741.  If  one  comes  to  you  with  a  charge  against  a  man  for  selling  liquor? — I 
feel  it  my  duty  to  lay  on  a  fine  and  do  everything  of  that  kind,  but  I  do  not  see  it  is 
my  duty  to  go  outside  of  that.     I  will  do  my  part  as  magistrate,  but  that  is  all. 

13742.  And  in  the  other  case  you  do  more  than  your  part? — Yes.  I  have  been  a 
long  time  in  the  executive  business,  since  I  was  about  twenty-one  or  twenty-two,  as 
jailer  and  constable  and  an  officer  of  that  kind. 

13743.  There  is  a  difference  between  the  stealing  of  an  ox  and  the  stealing  of 
liquor? — Possibly  it  is  so. 

13744.  From  your  experience,  what  are  the  difficulties  chiefly,  aside  from  this  lack 
of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  temperance  people,  in  the  way  of  the  better  enforcement 
of  the  law  ? — I  do  not  want  it  understood  that  I  attach  any  blame  to  the  temperance 
people ;  but,  as  this  law  has  been  made  at  their  suggestion  and  at  their  wish,  they 
might  do  more  than  they  really  do.  They  are  very  lax  in  coming  forward,  and  doing 
what  they  could  to  make  it  a  success. 

13745.  Is  there  anything  more  which  might  be  done  that, would  help  to  make 
the  law  better  enforced  ? — I  have  observed  the  difficulties  existing  in  the  carrying  out 
of  the  law,  as  a  matter  of  course,  but  there  does  not  seem  to  be  the  same  interest 
taken  in  it  as  in  other  matters.  The  man  losing  his  ox  is  personally  interested,  and 
goes  right  into  the  prosecution.  This  law  is  made  to  carry  out  certain  views  of  the 
temperance  people,  and  a  lot  of  other  people  who  are  not  exactly  temperance  people. 
The  man  who  loses  his  ox  goes  right  into  it  and  prosecutes,  a,nd  puts  his  shoulder  to  the 
wheel ;  and  the  temperance  people,  to  make  this  a  success,  must  to  do  the  same  thing. 

13746.  Have  they  done  anything  ? — I  suppose  they  have  done  something.  They 
stand  behind,  I  suppose,  and  find  fault  with  those  who  are  trying  to  do  something. 

13747.  If  a  woman  came  to  you  and  charged  that  a  man  had  sold  liquor  to  her 
son,  would  you  feel  it  your  duty  to  go  out  of  your  way  to  enforce  the  law  against  the 
violator  ? — I  would  take  the  name  and  hand  it  to  the  City  Marshal. 

13748.  Not  as  in  the  case  of  the  ox  ? — No,  I  would  make  out  the  information  myself ; 
but  they  have  an  attorney  to  do  that.  He  really  has  charge.  The  City  Solicitor  has 
instructions,  as  I  understand  and  learn  from  conversation  with  some  of  the  Police 
Committee  and  the  Solicitor  himself,  to  make  out  informations  and  send  them  to  me  to 
be  sworn  by  one  of  our  policemen. 

13749.  Has  any  one  instructions  in  reference  to  the  other  cases,  such  as  the  stolen 
ox  ? — No,  they  come  direct  to  me. 

13750.  No  one  else  has  any  authority  ?— They  may  have  authority,  but  I  do  it  all 
the  same.  They  rarely  employ  an  attorney,  though  sometimes  they  do ;  but  if  it  is  a  poor 
man,  I  issue  the  warrant. 

13751.  I  want  to  get  at  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  better  enforcement  of  the 
law,  other  than  the  lack  of  effort  you  charge  on  the  part  of  the  temperance  people.  Are 
there  any  difficulties  in  getting  witnesses  ? — I  think  the  law  as  to  getting  witnesses  is 
quite  sufficient ;  there  is  no  difficulty  as  far  as  the  law  is  concerned. 

13752.  Do  you  find  it  difficult  to  get  convictions  when  cases  are  laid  before  you  ? — 
I  have  htid  a  dozen  or  fifteen  witnesses  and  could  not  get  a  conviction  out  of  the  whole ; 
and  I  have  no  doubt  half  of  them,  if  they  told  the  truth,  could  tell  all  about  it. 

13753.  Do  you  think  those  same  men  would  be  as  careful  of  the  truth  in  other 
cases  ? — There  seems  to  be  some  difference.  Witnesses  in  Scott  Act  cases  come  before 
me  and  they  take  peculiar  views  in  this  matter.     I  think  they  have  built  themselves  up 
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with  the  idea  that  they  are  taking  a  living  from  the  man  selling  the  liquor ;  others  are 
touching  some  particular  friends ;  others  are  going  to  turn  a  man  out  of  some  public 
work  or  employment,  and  they  have  themselves  worked  up  that  idea ;  so  that  it  seems  to 
be  a  current  opinion  through  the  town  that  those  people  who  give  evidence  seem  to  get 
educated  up  to  forgetting  everything  necessary  to  convict  a  man. 

13754.  Do  you  think  those  men,  who  are  called  as  witnesses,  have  been  parties  to 
the  violation  of  the  law,  and  desire  to  screen  themselves  as  well  as  the  violators  ?— Some- 
times it  operates  both  ways.  People  seem  to  be  getting  more  hardened  as  witnesses.  It 
is  harder  to  get  people  to  tell  the  truth  than  at  the  outset. 

13755.  Do  you  think  the  Scott  Act  makes  the  perjurers? — I  think  that  is  a  hard 
question  to  answer. 

13756.  Or  does  it  simply  give  them  the  occasion  1 — It  gives  the  occasion,  and  they 
build  up  the  conscience  principally  in  their  own  minds  that  they  are  doing  right  It  is 
difficult  to  say. 

13757.  You  think  this  perjury  is  conscientious  on  their  part? — I  think  it  is  false 
conscientiousness,  but  they  think  so. 

13758.  You  were  here  when  a  license  system  was  in  force  ? — Yes,  I  had  a  license 
myself.  I  am  in  my  77  th  year ;  twenty  years  out  of  that  I  took  liquor,  but  I  have  not 
for  forty  years  taken  alcoholic  liquor. 

1 3759.  Has  there  been  an  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  town  under  the  Scott 
Act  ? — It  is  a  pretty  hard  answer  to  get  at ;  it  is  not  a  thing  that  a  man  can  positively  aver. 

13760.  What  is  your  belief? — You  mean  has  it  diminished  drunkenness? 

13761.  Do  you  believe  the  Scott  Act  has  had  the  effect  of  diminishing  drunkenness  ? 
It  possibly  might  to  a  certain  extent,  but  it  is  pretty  hard  to  tell. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

13762.  How  long  is  it  since  you  sold  liquor? — Nearly  40  years  ago. 

13763.  How  long  have  you  been  a  total  abstainer  ? — About  that  time. 

Bi/  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod: 

13764.  Do  you  think  the  condition  of  the  town,  morally,  has  improved  since  the 
days  of  license  ? — There  would  be  diflFerent  points  to  take  hold  of  in  that  r^rd.  A 
great  many  hard  drinkers  of  late  have  died  off.  A  great  many  hard  drinkers,  through 
their  drunkenness  and  their  conduct  generally,  have  had  to  leave  the  country,  and  there 
are  far  less  of  that  class  of  people  in  the  town  now  than  there  were  a  few  years  ago. 

13765.  You  think  the  hard  drinkers  of  the  olden  times  are  not  being  succeeded  by 
a  similar  class  of  hard  drinkers  ? — I  should  think  they  were  not. 

13766.  Do  you  think  the  restrictive  legislation  of  the  kind  of  the  Scott  Act  has  had 
anything  to  do  with  lessening  the  number  of  hard  drinkers  ? — It  would  apply  one  certain 
check,  at  all  events.  It  has  made  them  do  it  more  on  the  quiet ;  they  do  not  do  it  so 
publicly ;  they  keep  it  hidden  better.  We  have  sometimes  ways  of  knowing  that ;  if 
they  get  a  drink  they  get  out  of  the  back  door,  and  if  they  get  drunk  they  are  taken 
care  of. 

13767.  Do  you  believe  the  drink  habit  is  less  reputable  now  than  it  was  40  years 
ago  ? — It  is  not  so  respectable. 

13768.  Is  the  drink  trade  regarded  in  the  same  way  to-day  as  it  was  40  years  ago, 
when  you  had  a  license  ? — I  do  not  think  it  is. 

13769.  Do  you  think  the  Scott  Act  has  had  anything  to  do  with  making  that 
change  in  the  drink  habit,  and  the  drink  trade  ? — I  think  possibly  it  has. 

13770.  Do  you  think  it  is  a  good  thing  that  that  change  in  the  views  of  the  people 
has  taken  place  ? — I  would  not  like  to  say  it  is  a  bad  thing.  * 

13771.  Do  you  believe,  from  your  observation  as  Police  Magistrate,  that  crime  has 
decreased,  allowing  for  the  increase  of  population  ? — A  few  years  ago  there  was  a  class 
of  what  we  might  call  **  pups  "  and  hard  characters,  that  we  have  managed  to  drive  ont 
of  the  place. 

13772.  Have  others  grown  up  in  the  community  to  take  their  places ?— I  do  not 
think  they  are  filled  up ;  but  there  are  quite  a  number  of  youngsters  who  are  pretty 
bright,  and  we  find  it  hard  to  keep  them  under  control. 
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13773.  Amongst  these  youngsters,  are  there  any  drinking  young  fellows  ? — 
There  are  some  instances.  Lately,  I  have  found  there  are  quite  a  number  of  young 
lads  who  send  and  get  bottles  and  drink  from  them.  They  buy  bottles  from  the  different 
hotels  and  drink. 

13774.  Do  you  find  any  proportion  of  this  petty  crime  among  young  fellows  is 
traceable  to  the  drink  habit  of  their  parents  or  guardians  who  should  have  taken  care 
of  them,  but  have  neglected  them  ? — I  do ;  I  think  it  is  traceable  to  quite  an  extent, 
and  for  that  reason  I  have  often  spoken  to  them  and  to  our  officers  to  get  boys  off  the 
street.  If  I  am  out  till  eight  or  nine  o'clock,  I  see  the  street  full  of  little  urchins 
that  the  police  ought  to  take  care  of.  I  think  a  great  many  of  those  children  are  going 
to  the  bad,  and  that  is  largely  traceable  to  the  examples  set  by  parents,  or  to  their  not 
having  sufficient  guard  over  them  to  see  that  they  are  in  at  nights  and  properly  looked 
after. 

13775.  About  two-thirds  of  the  cases  are  for  drunkenness.  Do  you  know  if  any 
proportion  of  the  other  third  consists  of  persons  who  have  committed  offences  against 
the  city  by-laws,  thefts  or  the  like,  in  consequence  of  drink  ? — There  might  be  cases  of 
that  kind ;  sometunes  assault  cases  arise  out  of  drink. 

13776.  In  those  cases  of  violation  of  the  Canada  Temperance  Act,  which  are  the 
most  persistent  violators  of  the  law,  the  people  who  keep  saloons  or  those  who  keep 
hotels  1 — I  do  not  think  I  can  discriminate  between  them. 

13777.  Are  they  equally  persistent? — Yes,  I  think  so.  I  do  not  think  it  would 
be  possible  to  discriminate  between  them. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

13778.  Do  you  think  the  Chief  of  Police  is  well  qualified  to  make  a  discrimination 
of  that  kind,  from  his  personal  observation  1 — Yes,  the  police  department  would  be 
able  to  do  so. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

13779.  Have  you  now  the  power  to  fine  or  imprison,  as  you  may  think  best,  on 
conviction  of  charges  on  first  offence  against  the  Scott  Act ;  is  it  discretionary  with  you 
to  fine  or  imprison,  or  can  you  only  fine  for  first  offence  ? — I  could  impose  a  fine. 

13780.  Could  you  imprison  in  case  of  a  person  being  proved  guilty  of  a  first 
offence  ? — No. 

13781.  Would  it  be  an  improvement  if  discretionary  power  were  given  to  you  to 
fine  or  imprison  ? — I  think  it  would  be  an  improvement  if  it  was  left  discretionary. 

13782.  You  think  it  would  be  an  improvement  if  power  were  given  to  the  Magis- 
trate to  fine  or  imprison  1 — I  think  that  would  be  an  improvement. 

13783.  Is  that  an  amendment  you  would  recommend  to  the  Act  ? — Yes. 

13784.  Are  there  any  other  amendments  you  could  suggest? — I  do  not  think  of 
any,  because  as  regards  other  criminal  laws  with  which  I  have  had  more  to  deal,  the 
work  has  been  done  by  solicitors,  and  therefore  there  has  not  been  so  much  responsibi- 
Uty  cast  upon  me.  I  simply  sit  as  Judge.  Hence  I  have  not  given  as  much  thought  to 
the  Scott  Act  as  to  other  criminal  matters. 

13785.  There  is  a  special  officer,  a  solicitor,  appointed  to  prosecute  in  Scott  Act 
cases,  is  there  not? — Yes. 

13786.  Would  the  appointment  of  an  officer  by  the  Dominion  (Jovemment  or  by 
the  Provincial  Government,  to  enforce  the  Act  be  an  improvement  ? — I  should  think  it 
would  be  a  great  improvement ;  but  I  should  not  like  to  give  an  opinion  off-hand. 

13787.  But  your  impression  is  that  it  would  be  a  great  improvement  ? — Yes,  in 
the  working  of  the  Act. 

13788.  Do  you  think  the  lack  of  enforcement  of  the  Act  is  due  to  apathy  on  the 
part  of  the  public  generally  ? — The  majority  vote  for  the  Act  and  it  is  sustained  at  the 
elections ;  but  in  my  opinion  the  friends  of  the  cause  should  do  more,  and  could  do 
more  to  secure  its  enforcement. 

13789.  You  feel  that  they  do  not  do  as  much  as  they  should  do  and  could  do? — 
They  do  not  do  as  much  to  carry  it  out  as  they  should  do ;  they  could  adopt  ways  and 
means  to  see  that  it  was  carried  out. 
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13790.  So  it  is  due  to  public  apathy  that  the  law  is  not  better  enforced  t~I  think 
so. 

13791.  The  Chief  of  Police  evidently  endeavours  to  enforce  the  law,  yet  he  admita 
that  there  are  10  or  12  places  at  least  where  liquor  is  being  continuously  sold  1 — ^Quit^so. 

13792.  Is  the  non-enforcement  of  the  law  due  to  the  lack  of  assistance  given  to  the 
officers,  or  the  apathy  of  the  public  ? — If  I  was  endeavouring  to  carry  out  the  law  and 
was  responsible  for  its  enforcement,  I  should  urge  that  other  men  be  appointed  besides 
the  present  police  force.  Our  Chief  of  Police  has  plenty  to  do  without  looking  after  the 
enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act. 

13793.  If  public  opinion  were  very  strongly  in  favour  of  the  enforcement  of  the 
Act,  would  not  that  public  opinion  make  itself  manifest  in  petitions  to  the  Council !— I 
think  so. 

13794.  Does  the  Council  from  year  to  year  reflect  public  opinion  by  giving  instruc- 
tions to  the  Chief  of  Police  to  enforce  the  Act? — I  think  they  give  bald  instructions  to 
carry  out  the  law,  and  chore  the  matter  rests. 

13795.  Has  your  experience  as  Police  Magistrate  been  that  in  prosecutions  for 
offences  against  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  there  is  a  great  loss  of  memory  on  the 
part  of  the  people  and  a  good  deal  of  perjury  1 — It  is  terrible,  and  it  is  getting  worse 
right  along. 

13796.  Then  the  attempt  to  enforce  the  Scott  Act  gives  rise  to  any  quantity  of 
perjury  1 — Yes. 

13797.*  Is  such  a  condition  of  things  likely  to  promote  public  morahty  ?  Is  the 
existence  of  a  law  on  the  statute-book,  such  as  the  Scott  Act,  which  has  been  brought 
into  operation  by  the  votes  of  the  people,  and  which  is  persistently  and  flagrantly  vio- 
lated, likely  to  promote  the  morals  of  this  community  ? — I  will  not  speak  as  to  morals 
generally. 

13798.  Is  it  not  demoralizing  so  far  as  witnesses  are  concerned? — I  will  not  go  fur- 
ther than  that. 

13799.  Is  the  fact  that  the  law  is  flagrantly  1)roken  generally  known,  especially 
among  the  rising  members  of  the  community,  the  young  people  ;  and  if  so,  do  you  think 
that  tends  to  strengthen  their  respect  for  the  law  ? — No,  it  cannot  possibly  be  good. 

13800.  Do  you  attribute  the  improvement  in  the  condition  of  things  generally  to 
the  existence  of  the  Scott  Act  on  the  statute-book  ?  I  understood  you  to  say  that  there 
was  a  great  improvement  in  the  city  ;  do  you  attribute  that  improvement  to  the  Scott 
Act  ? — Not  particularly,  I  think. 

13801.  Have  moral  and  religious  influences  and  the  influence  of  temperance  organ- 
izations had  anything  to  do  with  the  improvement  in  the  condition  of  things  ? — I  think 
those  organizations  have  a  great  tendency  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  community. 

1 3802.  I  understood  you  to  say,  as  one  good  effect  of  the  existence  of  the  Scott 
Act,  that  liquor  was  drunk  more  secretly  now  1 — I  think  so. 

13803.  Do  you  think  any  stranger  coming  into  the  city  and  desiring  to  obtain 
liquor  would  have  any  difficulty  in  procuring  it  1 — No,  not  in  the  slightest. 

13804.  Your  experience  many  years  ago  under  the  license  law  should  enable  you 
to  answer  this  question  :  do  you  think  the  present  persistent  and  flagrant  violation  of 
the  Scott  Act  and  the  illicit  sale  of  liquor  are  preferable  to  legal  sale  of  it  under  Ucenaet 
— As  a  temperance  man  myself,  I  should  hardly  like  to  say. 

13805.  As  a  public  official,  'what  do  you  say? — As  a  temperance  man  I  would 
hardly  like  to  go  back  to  license. 

13806.  You  prefer  the  present  order  of  things? — I  have  been  so  duwppointed in 
regard  to  the  enforcement  of  the  Act  that  I  have  frequently  said  that  whenever  it  came 
up  again,  I  would  vote  against  it ;  but  my  heart  always  fails. 

1 3807.  You  prefer  the  present  order  of  things  ? — I  could  hardly  vote  against  the 
Act,  notwithstanding  all  these  drawbacks. 

13808.  Then,  making  the  traffic  illegal  has,  on  the  whole,  been  a  good  thing  f-^I 
think  so.  I  sometimes  feel  pretty  sore,  as  a  temperance  man,  to  think  that  the  parties 
who  ought  to  give  great  assistance  in  carrying  out  the  law,  fail  to  do  so,  but  leave  its 
enforcement  in  the  hands  of  some  persons  whose  hands  require  strengthening.    As  a 

Jacob  Wortman. 
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Magistrate,  I  simply  sit  and  decide  the  cases,  but  as  an  individual  and  a  temperance 
man  I  am  now  speaking.  ^ 

By  Mr.  Gigatdt : 

13809.  Can  you  furnish  the  Commission  with  a  statement  showing  the  number 
of  convictions  for  drunkenness  by  you  before  and  after  the  introduction  of  the  Scott 
Act  ? — I  could  not  easily  do  so ;  it  would  be  a  great  job  to  go  so  far  back.  I  would  have 
to  overhaul  the  books.     I  keep  no  clerk,  but  do  my  own  work. 

13810.  Do  you  know  if  temperance  in  the  use  of  drink  is  taught  in  the  public 
schools  here  ? — I  understand  it  is  taught  to  a  certain  extent,  but  I  do  not  know  much 
about  it. 

13811.  Do  you  think  that  teaching  would  do  any  good? — Yes.  I  have  sometimes 
in  years  gone  by  spoken  at  public  meetings,  and  I  have  always  dwelt  especially  upon  the 
fact  that  children  should  be  taught  temperance.  The  probability  is  that  I  would  not 
be  a  temperance  man  to-day  if  I  had  not  been  brought  up  by  temperance  people  and 
taught  temperance  in  my  youth.  Even  when  I  sold  liquor  myself,  I  have  handed  a 
bottle  of  liquor  to  a  man  and  advised  him  to  keep  his  money  and  take  it  heme  to  his 
family.  I  have  been  told  that  I  was  the  strangest  man  that  ever  sold  liquor,  and 
that  if  I  did  not  get  the  money  somebody  else  would.  I  attribute  the  position  I  took  to 
my  early  teaching,  and  hence  eventually  I  put  my  foot  down  and  said  ;  This  will  not 
do,  I  will  not  sell  any  more  drink.     I  attribute  my  action  to  my  early  teaching. 

13812.  Do  you  think  that  teaching  and  religious  training  will  do  more  towards 
promoting  temperance  than  any  law  ? — I  do  not  say  that.  I  think  possibly  there  should 
be  co-operation  and  we  should  have  a  law  too.  I  speak  from  experience  on  this  point ; 
I  might  not  go  the  length  I  do,  if  it  had  not  been  for  ray  early  teaching. 

13813.  Do  you  say  it  is  morally  wrong  to  take  a  glass  of  cider  or  ale  or  light  wine? 
— A  man  could  take  a  glass  of  cider  or  light  wine  without  serious  harm,  but  it  is  the 
example  he  sets  to  others.  Drinking  creates  a  thirst ;  if  the  man  stopped  at  light  wine 
and  took  it  in  moderation,  it  could  do  no  great  injury,  but  the  effect  of  drinking  it  is  to 
lead  to  something  worse.  That  is  my  view  oi  the  question,  and  it  is  my  experience 
from  day  to  day. 

13814.  How  is  the  Scott  Act  observed  in  the  rural  portions  of  this  county  ? — Fairly 
well.  I  had  a  few  cases  from  the  rural  districts  before  me  when  trouble  arose.  My  juris- 
diction as  Police  Magistrate  extends  all  over  the  county,  and  cases  have  been  brought 
before  me  from  the  country  districts.  I  think  the  law  has  been  fairly  well  observed  in 
many  parts  of  the  rural  districts,  and  it  has  been  carried  out  by  Mr.  McCuUagh. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

13815.  Who  is  he  ? — He  is  doing  work  outside.     I  have  tried  one  or  two  cases  for 
him  ;  one  was  at  Shediac  a  few  days  ago,  when  I  fined  a  party  $50  for  a  first  offence. 
Doubts  were  raised  there  as  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Police  Magistrate  there,  and  the 
case  was  brought  befo];e  me. 
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JOHN  McKENZIE,  of  Moncton,  secretary  and  accountant,  on  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  as  follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

13816.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Moncton  ? — I  have  resided  here  since  I  was 
born,  sixty-seven  years  ago. 

13817.  How  long  have  you  held  the  position  you  now  occupy  as  secretary  of  the 
Sugar  Refining  Co.  of  Moncton  ? — Eleven  years. 

13818.  How  long  have  the  works  been  carried  on  1  Were  they  carried  on  some 
years  before  you  became  connected  with  the  Company] — I  was  connected  with  the  Com- 
pany from  its  inception  and  incorporation. 

13819.  How  many  persons  are  employed  by  your  Company? — About  300  hands, 
sometimes  more,  sometimes  less. 

13820.  Are  they  all  connected  with  the  Company  ? — Yes. 

13821.  Males  or  females? — They  are  all  males  employed  in  the  sugar  refinery. 
There  are  also  six  or  seven  clerks  employed  in  the  office. 

13822.  Are  intoxicating  liquors  used  at  all  in  connection  with  the  manufacturer- 
No. 

13823.  Have  you  anything  to  do  with  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act  ]— Not 
now. 

13824.  Have  you  had  at  any  time? — I  was  at  one  time  Mayor  of  the  city  for  three 
years. 

13825.  How  long  ago? — Three  years  ago. 

13826.  What  had  you  to  do  with  the  enforcement  of  the  law  ? — The  appointment 
of  the  Police  Committee  and  giving  directions  to  the  officials  to  enforce  the  Act,  and 
giving  directions  to  the  officers  whenever  required  to  do  so. 

13827.  The  Scott  Act  was  in  force  then  ?— Yes. 

13828.  We  have  heard  that  the  City  Marshal  was  in  office  less  than  three  years  I 
— The  City  Marshal  came  in  after  I  went  out. 

13829.  In  your  time  was  any  important  step  taken  by  the  authorities  towards 
enforcing  the  Act  ? — The  same  as  is  done  at  the  present  time. 

13830.  Were  the  officers  directed  to  enforce  the  Act? — The  police  oflScerswere 
instructed  to  enforce  the  Act  with  all  vigilance  possible. 

13831.  Do  you  know  whether  they  did  so  or  not?  Do  you  think  they  did  their 
best  to  enforce  it  ? — I  do  not  think  they  did.  I  think  there  was  a  laxity  on  the  part  of 
every  individual  in  connection  with  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act. 

13832.  Do  you  refer  to  everybody  in  office  ? — Everybody  in  office.  They  tried  to 
avoid  giving  offence  to  those  engaged  in  the  traffic. 

13833.  Was  the  traffic  carried  on  openly  ? — Very  nearly  openly.  A  stranger  com- 
ing here  would  not  know  that  this  was  a  Scott  Act  town,  because  he  could  see  the  bar- 
rooms with  the  doors  open,  and  he  would  naturally  suppose  that  business  was  being 
done  under  license.  The  same  state  of  things  prevails  to-day.  I  can  show  liquor 
stores  with  the  doors  open,  and  I  believe  the  liquor  is  there  for  sale.  There  is  no  trouble 
in  procuring  liquor. 

13834.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  there  is  a  laxity  of  enforcement  on  the  part  of 
the  police  ? — Yes. 

13835.  Have  they  been  instructed  to  do  their  duty? — ^Yes.  They  appear  to  en- 
deavour to  do  their  duty  ;  still  it  is  a  very  easy  matter^ to  profess  to  perform  their  duty, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  avoid  doing  so  to  a  certain  extent. 

13836.  When  that  condition  of  things  to  which  you  have  referred,  namely,  open 
bars  and  opeh  selling,  prevailed,  did  those  who  were  in  authority  above  the  constables 
take  steps  to  prevent  it  ? — You  refer  to  the  Police  Committee. 

13837.  Did  the  Police  Committee  take  any  steps  to  enforce  the  law  ?— They  gave 
instructions  from  time  to  time  to  the  police  and  endeavoured  to  get  them  to  carry 
out  the  law  with  greater  vigilance. 

13838.  How  ?— They  told  them  to  enforce  the  law. 
John  McKenzie. 
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13839.  Did  they  see  that  they  enforced  the  law  ? — Yes.  They  had  the  police 
arraigned  from  time  to  time  and  investigations  made  with  respect  to  the  non-perform- 
ance of  duty. 

13840.  Were  any  policemen  dismissed? — I  am  not  prepared  to  say  there  were.  I 
think  a  change  took  place.  This  was  the  case  in  regard  to  our  Marshal  at  that  time. 
There  was  an  investigation  held  regarding  dereliction  of  duty  on  his  part  in  connection 
with  the  administration  of  the  Scott  Act.  He  went  out  of  office,  and  the  present  Mar- 
shal was  appointed. 

13841.  Under  your  law  here,  the  Mayor,  as  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  town,  is 
charged  with  the  general  supervision  of  the  community  ? — He  is  Chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen. 

13842.  Is  he  charged  with  the  general  supervision  of  public  affairs?  Has  he  power 
to  enact  and  enforce  laws  ? — He  merely  presides  at  the  Board  as  Mayor. 

13843.  Has  he  any  executive  dutiesito  perform  outside  ? — Yes.  If  Chairman  of  a 
committee,  he  may  call  that  committee  together  and  preside  over  its  deliberations. 

13844.  Do  you  mean  as  Mayor  ? — There  is  no  power  given  him  in  that  regard. 

By  Mr.  Gigault : 

13845.  From  common  report,  how  many  places  are  selling  liquor  at  this  time  ? — I 
cannot  speak  from  my  own  knowledge ;  fmm  report,  I  should  judge  15. 

13846.  Is  it  a  notorious  fact  that  liquor  is  sold  freely  in  this  town  1 — Yes  ;  it  is  a 
notorious  fact.     There  is  no  difficulty  at  all  in  purchasing  liquor  in  this  town. 

13847.  How  many  of  the  men  employed  by  your  Company  are  total  abstainers  :  I 
refer  to  the  men  employed  in  the  sugar  refinery  ? — I  could  not  tell  you.  We  will  not 
employ  a  man  who  is  addicted  to  drink.  ' 

13848.  But  how  is  it  in  regard  to  a  man  who  makes  moderate  use  of  liquor  ? — If  a 
man  takes  a  glass  and  is  qualified  for  duty,  and  does  not  go  to  his  work  under  the 
influence  of  liquor,  he  is  employed  by  the  Company  ;  but  if  a  man  is  addicted  to  drink 
and  becomes  incapacitated  for  work,  we  will  not  entertain  the  idea  of  having  him  at 
work  at  all.  That  is  one  of  the  results  growing  out  of  the  temperance  movement  in 
this  community  and  throughout  this  province.  If  a  man  seeks  a  position  in  which  he 
assumes  responsibility,  if  he  is  known  to  be  a  man  addicted  to  drink,  he  cannot  obtain 
the  position. 

13849.  Do  you  attribute  that  improvement  in  the  temperance  sentiment  to  the 
religious  training  of  the  people,  or  to  t fie  effi^rts  of  the  temperance  societies,  or  to  the 
influence  of  the  Scott  Act? — I  attribute  it  to  a  variety  of  causes.  I  think  moral 
suasion  has  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  it.  I  think  the  demoralizing  influences  of 
liquor  among  the  people  have  had  their  eflFect,  and  they  have  produced  a  reformation  in 
the  morals  of  the  community.  These  causes  have  resulted  in  men  uniting  themselves 
together  for  the  purpose  of  their  own  protection — ^as  self-protection  is  the  first  law  of 
nature — and  the  result  has  been  that  men  have  abstained  from  the  use  of  liquor,  and 
by  inculcating  the  sentiments  which  they  hold  in  others,  a  beneficial  effect  has  been 
produced.  That  is  my  view  of  the  question.  There  is  no  doubt  that  a  great  change  has 
taken  place  in  the  drinking  habits  of  the  people  ;  of  that,  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt, 
and  in  fact  it  is  apparent  to  everybody. 

13850.  How  is  the  Scott  Act  enforced  in  the  rural  districts  of  this  county? — I 
think,  very  well.  The  habits  of  the  people  in  regard  to  drinking  are  peculiar.  When  they 
are  at  home  they  are  strictly  temperate,  but  when  they  come  to  town  some  of  them  take 
liquor.  When  they  return  home  their  habits  are  temperate  again,  and  there  are  really 
very  few  places  in  the  rural  districts  where  liquor  is  found,  and  consequently  they  are 
free  from  the  vice. 

13851.  Were  you  living  in  this  town  when  the  license  system  was  in  vogue  ? — I  was. 

13852.  Is  there  a  good  deal  of  difference  between  the  state  of  things  which  exists 
to-day  and  that  which  existed  under  the  license  system  ? — I  think  there  is  less  drinking 
to-day  in  proportion  to  the  population  than  there  was  then  ;  and  the  same  difficulty 
which  exists  here  in  regard  to  the  Scott  Act,  to  a  large  measure  prevailed  under  the 
license  system,  and,  to  my  mind,  will  always  exist,  that  the  memory  of  the  witnesses  will 
prove  short. 

21—45 
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13853.  Do  you  know  how  the  Scott  Act  is  enforced  in  Queen's  Ck)unty? — No. 

13854.  Do  you  know  now  it  is  enforced  in  King's  County  ? — I  do  not. 

1 3855.  Do  you  know  how  it  is  enforced  in  Kent  ?  Do  you  know  if  there  is  a  good 
deal  of  drunkenness  there? — I  do  not  know. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

13856.  I  think  you  said  there  was  difficulty  in  enforcing  the  license  law  as  in 
enforcing  the  present  law  ? — I  said  the  same  lack  of  memory  would  exist  in  cases  under 
s,  license  law  as  under  the  Scott  Act. 

13857.  Do  you  remember  whether  there  was  any  illicit  sale  when  there  was  a 
license  law  in  force  here  ? — Yes. 

13858.  Much  illicit  sale? — Yes,  a  great  deal. 

13859.  Were  there  violations  of  the  license  law  by  the  licensees? — I  think  there 
were  with  respect  to  the  hours  and  selling  on  the  Sabbath. 

1 2860.  Was  any  attempt  made  to  punish  them  for  those  violations  of  the  law  f— Yes. 

13861.  Was  there  any  difficulty  experienced  in  punishing  them,  as  there  is  difficulty 
experienced  now  in  punishing  violators  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — It  would  not  be  so  appareni 
as  the  cases  are  wide  apart. 

13862.  Was  any  attempt  made  to  punish  illicit  sellers  at  that  time? — ^Yes,  but  the 
punishing  was  largely  a  farce. 

13863.  Was  there  any  persistent  attempt  made  to  punish  them? — No,  I  think  not. 

13864.  Do  you  remember  how  many  licenses  were  issued  during  the  last  year  of 
the  operation  of  the  license  system  ? — No,  I  do  not ;  but  there  was  no  difficulty,  if  you 
had  the  money,  to  get  a  license. 

13865.  Do  you  remember  whether  the  number  of  illicit  places  was  nearly  as  great 
as  the  number  of  licensed  places  ? — I  am  not  prepared  to  speak  about  that. 

13866.  You  say  there  were  a  number  of  illicit  places? — Yes,  there  were  illicit 
places. 

13867.  Do  you  think  there  were  as  many  illicit  places  then  as  there  are  now  ?— 
No,  I  think  not. 

13868.  I  mean  in  proportion  to  population. — Quite  so. 

1 3869.  Do  you  think  there  were  quite  as  many  ? — Yes.  I  think  if  the  Scott  Act 
had  been  in  existence  when  the  License  Law  was  in  operation,  with  the  population, 
then,  as  compared  with  now,  it  could  have  been  admirably  enforced. 

13870.  Do  you  think  some  of  the  difficulty  in  enforcing  this  law  now  is  attributable 
to  the  floating  character  of  the  population  ?— Yes,  to  some  extent.  Another  reason  is 
that  the  surroundings  of  the  Scott  Act  are  such  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  enforce 
it.  People  entertain  the  idea  that  because  the  Government  allows  the  importation  of 
strong  drink,  and  receive  duty  on  account  of  such  importations,  the  people  are  not  to  be 
excluded  from  the  right  of  selling  it.  There  are.  no  conscientious  scruples  entertained 
in  regard  to  the  matter  at  all. 

13871.  Do  you  think  if  there  was  a  prohibitory  law  which  touched  the  importation 
and  manufacture,  as  well  as  the  sale,  it  could  be  better  enforced  than  the  Scott  Act!— 
I  do.     I  think  the  Scott  Act  is  a  step  in  that  direction. 

13872.  Do  you  think  it  is  educating  the  people  in  that  direction  ? — I  do.  I  think 
the  people  are  pretty  well  educated  about  prohibition  now. 

13873.  From  your  knowledge  of  Moncton,  having  been  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
town  for  some  time,  what  do  you  believe  is  the  feeling  of  the  people  with  respect  to  the 
drink  trade  ? — I  think  if  you  were  to  ask  the  mothers  of  this  country,  their  answer 
would  be :  "  Give  us  a  prohibitory  law,"  and  then  great  power  and  influence  would  be 
placed  in  their  hands.  If  the  question  was  submitted  to  the  people  at  a  plebiscite  taken 
at  a  general  election,  a  prohibitory  law  would  undoubtedly  be  carried. 

13874.  What  do  yoxx  think  the  fathers  and  sons  would  say? — They  would  say  so 
too. 

13875.  Do  you  think  such  a  law  could  be  fairly  well  enforced? — I  do.  We  had  a 
prohibitory  law  in  this  province  before  Confederation  was  adopted.  The  methods  taken 
to  evade  the  law  were  amazing.     Liquors  were  hidden  in  all  sorts  of  places,  and  were 
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Stored  outside  of  bar-rooms.  Of  course  the  result  of  all  this  action  was  that  the  law 
was  repealed.  It  was  repealed  more  on  account  of  political  influences  than  otherwise, 
not  because  it  was  inefficient.  There  were  certain  influences  operating  in  political  circles 
adversely  to  the  law,  and  in  favour  of  its  repeal.  But  I  hold  that  that  prohibitory 
law  could  have  been  carried  out ;  and  I  believe  if  a  prohibitory  law  were  enacted  to-day 
it  could  be  effectually  carried  out.  I  do  not  say  that  in  all  cases  the  law  would  be 
absolutely  observed,  because  I  do  not  hold  that  because  there  are  some  breaches  of  the 
law  it  is  inoperative  ;  nor  do  I  believe  that  because  there  are  some  breaches  of  the  law 
it  should  therefore  be  repealed  :  on  the  other  hand,  I  hold  that  this  is  a  good  reason  for 
seeking  more  strictly  to  enforce  it. 

13876.  If  there  were  such  a  prohibitory  law  as  we  speak  of,  well  enforced,  do  you 
believe  the  benefit  would  be  great  to  the  community  ? — I  do.  I^  will  give  my  opinion 
frankly  on  this  question.  One  of  the  Commissioners  has  asked  if  temperance  is  taught 
in  our  schools.  It  is,  and  it  will  be  more  fully  introduced.  If  a  prohibitory  law  were 
now  enacted,  and  even  only  partially  carried  out,  the  present  generation,  when  they 
arrived  at  manhood  and  fill  the  positions  we  now  occupy,  would  be  so  earnest  in 
regard  to  their  temperance  sentiments  that  the  law  would  be  successfully  administered 
and  carried  out.  We  cannot  carry  out  such  a  radical  change  in  a  moment.  There  are 
lots  of  men  to-day,  who  advocate'prohibition,  who  formerly  loved  their  drink  and  would 
visit  bar-rooms.  It  is  our  duty  now  to  remove  those  difficulties  that  stand  in  the  way, 
and  assist  the  people  to  avoid  temptation. 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

13877.  Is  the  law  as  well  .enforced  now  as  it  was  during  the  time  you  were  Mayor? 
— I  think  it  is. 

13878.  And  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  it  so  well  enforced,  and  that  it  is  as  well 
enforced  as  in  your  time,  there  are  twelve  or  fifteen  places  where  liquor  is  being  sold  ? — 
Yes,  and  there  is  no  difficulty  in  getting  liquor  in  the  town. 

13879.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  difficulty  in  having  those  places  closed  up? — 
A  desire  on  the  part  of  the  persoas  occupying  official  positions  to  avoid  giving  offence  to 
those  engaged  in  the  business. 

13880.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  they  prefer  to  please  those  illicit  vendors 
than  to  do  their  duty  towards  those  who  appointed  them,  the  citizens  generally  ? — I  do. 

13881.  Do  the  Police  Committee  and  the  Council  know  that  this  is  the  condition  of 
affairs  existing  ? — They  must  be  aware  of  the  fact. 

13882.  Are  they  reflecting  public  opinion  in  not  discharging  the  officers  who  will  so 
disregard  the  performance  of  their  duty  ? — They  do  not  reflect  public  opinion. 

13883.  How  often  are  members  of  the  Council  and  the  Mayor  elected  ? — Once  a 
year. 

13884.  Does  public  opinion  make  itself  felt  in  those  elections? — There  are  other 
influences  outside.  In  our  general  elections  other  influences  are  brought  to  bear,  that 
sink  the  principle  at  stake. 

13885.  You  refer  to  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act? — Yes.  Some  of  those 
people  go  against  their  own  convictions. 

13886.  Is  there  a  sufficient  number  of  officers  to  enforce  the  Act? — I  think  the 
police  force  are  overtaxed. 

13887.  It  is  due  to  the  fact  that  there  is  not  a  sufficient  number  of  police  force  that 
the  law  is  not  well  enforced  ? — Yes,  I  think  it  is  for  lack  of  funds,  and  a  disposition  on 
the  part  of  the  people  and  the  county  to  be  economical.  There  is  a  disposition  on  the 
part  of  the  people  to  find  fault  if  there  is  any  over-expenditure. 

13888.  Do  a  large  majority  of  the  people  of  the  city  do  so  ? — A  large  majority. 

13889.  Would  any  considerable  proportion  of  the  people  object  to  an  expendi- 
ture for  a  thorough  enforcement  of  the  Act  ? — I  could  not  say  about  that.  There  is  a 
general  fear  existing  with  respect  to  the  expenditure. 

13890.  What  about  your  statement  in  regard  to  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  officers 
to  protect  the  liquor  sellers  ? — I  do  not  say  they  have  a  desire  to  protect  the  liquor 
sellers,  but  they  do  not  want  to  come  into  colUsion  with  them. 
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13891.  Do  you  think  the  feeling  that  prompts  them  not  to  come  into  collision  with 
the  liquor  sellers  would  prompt  them  to  act  carefully  ? — My  remedy  would  be  to  appoint 
a  man  whose  sole  business  it  would  be  to  supervise  the  carrying  out  of  the  Scott  Act 

13892.  Is  there  any  difficulty  standing  in  the  way  of  the  appointment  of  such  an 
officer  by  the  county,  or  is  the  expense  the  only  obstacle? — There  is  no  provision  for 
such  an  appointment  in  the  Act. 

13893.  Yes ;  the  Act  gives  the  county  power  to  appoint  an  Inspector  1 — Quite  so. 

13894.  Is  there  any  obstacle  in  regard  to  the  appointment  of  an  officer  except  that 
of  taxation  ? — I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  the  people  would  really  object. 

1 3895.  Could  not  a  proposition  of  this  kind  be  brought  up  at  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Council  ? — Yes. 

13896.  Would  it  not  result  in  a  more  efficient  enforcement  of  the  Act? — Yes.  I 
would  enter  into  such  a  movement.  There  would  be  no  trouble  in  inaugurating  such  a 
movement  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council. 

1 3897.  Do  you  know  what  caused  the  dissolution  of  the  Legislature  immediately 
after  the  enactment  of  the  prohibitory  measure  in  1855  ? — No. 

13898.  You  remember  there  was  a  crisis  at  that  time  1 — It  had  no  connection  with 
the  Prohibitory  Act. 

13899.  Why  was  the  Prohibitory  Act  repealed  ? — Jt  was  a  political  dodge. 

13900.  Do  you  think  Sir  Leonard  Tilley  would  be  a  pretty  good  authority  in 
regard  to  that  matter  1 — Yes. 

13901.  Do  you  think  anything  he  might  say  in  regard  to  the  circumstances  con- 
nected with  the  passage  of  the  law  might  be  taken  for  granted  as  correct  1 — Yes. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

13902.  You  say  that  if  the  Council  knew  they  had  the  power  to  appoint  an 
Inspector,  you  think  they  would  appoint  one  ? — I  think  they  would. 

13903.  Have  they  not  had  po>yer  to  increase  the  police  force? — They  have  been 
limited  as  regards  funds.  Economy  has  had  to  be  exercised  in  regard  to  the  police  force 
and  exp^ditures  on  streets,  &c.,  and  the  head  of  the  department  of  6nance  has  become 
very  unpopular  if  unable  to  keep  within  the  appropriations.  Hence  a  disposition  not  to 
exceed  the  appropriation,  and  the  impossibility  of  appointing  an  efficient  police  iorc€, 

13904.  I  am  only  now  discussing  the  question  of  law.  There  is  no  question  of  law 
to  prevent  the  appointment  of  a  more  efficient  police  force  ? — No. 

13905.  It  is  a  question  of  finanpe  only  ? — Yes. 

13906.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  \)e  worth  while  for  the  aldermen  to  risk  unpopu- 
larity in  order  to  have  the  Scott  Act  more  effectually  enforced  ? — I  think  so. 

13907.  Even  if  they  were  afterwards  defeated  ? — Yes. 

13908.  Is  it  not  worth  a  man's  while  to  even  lose  his  position  as  alderman  in  order 
to  secure  right  and  justice  to  the  constituents  by  whom  he  was  elected  ? — Yes. 

13909.  Do  you  not  believe  that,  in  the  long  run,  benefit  would  be  found  to  result 
from  such  efforts,  and  the  alderman  would  be  able  to  retain  his  office  ? — Yes. 

13910.  In  regard  to  the  financial  part  of  the  subject :  No  doubt  you  are  aware 
that  by  an  Order  in  Council,  passed  by  the  Dominion  Government,  all  Scott  Act  fines 
are  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  municipality  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  Act  f 
—Yes. 

13911.  It  appears  that  during  the  current  year  $600  collected  on  account  of  Scott 
Act  fines  have  been  paid  into  the  treasury,  and  last  year  the  sum  amounted  to  |1,650. 
Do  you  think  the  Council  employed  that  money  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  given 
by  the  Dominion  Government  ? — I  think  they  did. 

13912.  Do  you  think  they  expended  in  enforcing  the  Scott  Act  last  year|l,650? 
— The  average  is  about  $1,000. 

13913.  Do  you  think  they  expended  that  sum  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the 
Scott  Act,  apart  from  other  police  matters  ? — I  think  that  if  the  Scott  Act  were  not  in 
existence,  the  expenditure  on  the  police  force  would  be  $1,000  less  than  it  is. 

13914.  Have  they  added  to  the  strength  of  the  police  force  in  order  to  enforce  the 
Scott  Act  ? — Yes,  they  added  one  officer. 
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13915.  Since  the  Scott  Act  came  into  force? — They  have  added  three. 

13916.  You  believe  that  this  increase  was  by  reason  of  the  Scott  Act? — Yes. 

13917.  How  would  it  work  to  appoint  an  officer  who  would  have  no  other  duties 
to  perform  except  to  enforce  the  Scott  Act,  and  let  the  amount  received  in  fines  be  put 
aside  to  pay  that  officer  ? — I  approve  of  that  proposal. 

13918.  Now  the  fines  go  into  the  general  treasury? — Yes. 

13919.  And  out  of  the  general  treasury  the  expenses  are  paid  ? — No  ;  the  question 
arose  in  regard  to  the  right  of  the  municipality  to  receive  the  fines.  They  have  never 
been  paid  into  the  funds  of  the  municipality  as  a  corporation.  The  town  appropriates 
|3,000  for  the  maintenance  of  its  police  force,  and  then  the  funds  derived  from  the  fines 
pass  into  the  treasury  of  the  town  and  offset  the  expenditure. 

13920.  Do  not  the  fines  go  into  the  general  treasury  indirectly  in  that  way  ? — Yes. 

13921.  But  it  would  be  for  Scott  Act  purposes? — There  is  no  distinct  division 
made. 

13922.  But  the  Dominion  Government  have  given  the  municipality  the  fines  for 
that  express  purpose  ? — Yes. 

13923.  Do  you  think  that  if  the  fines  were  kept  separate  and  devoted  expressly  to 
the  maintenance  of  an  officer  to  enforce  the  Scott  Act,  the  work  would  be  more 
efficiently  performed  ? — It  would  be  more  efficiently  done. 

By  Mr,  Gigault : 

13924.  You  know  that  a  prohibitory  law  was  enacted  for  the  North-west,  and  that 
in  order  to  enforce  that  law  the  Dominion  Government  employed  a  body  of  Mounted 
Police  and  had  officials  in  the  territory.  If  that  law  did  not  prohibit  and  was  not 
found  to  be  workable,  what  would  you  say  ? — I  should  say  it  stood  on  the  same  basis  as 
the  law  against  murder  occupies.  There  is  a  law  prohibiting  murder,  and  yet  murders 
are  committed  out  there  ;  and  it  is  the  same  in  regard  to  burglaries. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

13925.  Do  you  put  murder  and  burglary  on  the  same  footing  as  the  sale  of  liquor? 
— I  am  a  believer  in  prohibition.  The  evil  should  be  prohibited,  and  a  law  having  been 
passed  prohibiting  the  evil,  it  should  be  maintained,  even  though  inoperative. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

13926.  Do  you  think  that  if  the  importation  of  wine  and  beer  were  prohibited,  the 
Scott  Act  could  be  more  easily  enforced,  that  is  if  the  law  were  made  of  a  more  general 
prohibitory  character  ?  Under  the  Scott  Act,  you  are  aware,  liquor  can  be  brought 
in  for  domestic  use.  Do  you  think  if  the  people  were  prohibited  from  doing  so,  the 
Scott  Act  could  be  more  easy  of  enforcement  ? — We  would  not  require  the  Scott  Act  if 
we  had  a  law  prohibiting  the  importation  of  liquor. 

13927.  I  am  speaking  of  importation  by  private  individuals  for  their  own  use? — It 
would  not  make  any  improvement  whatever.  The  wholesale  dealers  would  import  it, 
and  private  parties  need  not  then  import  it. 

13928.  Then  you  think  it  would  make  no  difference  if  people  were  prevented  from 
importing  liquor  for  their  domestic  use  ? — No.     I  think  no  half  measure  is  any  use. 

13929.  Do  you  think  the  Scott  Act  is  a  half  measure  ? — I  do. 

13930.  Have  you  had  any  experience  of  the  state  of  things  existing  under  the 
Maine  liquor  law? — Yes. 

13931.  Have  you  had  any  personal  experience? — I  went  down  to  Maine  from  the 
Philadelphia  Exhibition. 

13932.  How  many  years  ago"? — It  was  in  1876.  I  was  in  the  habit  of  taking  a 
little  liquor.  I  came  down  to  Boston  and  on  to  St.  John  that  night.  The  train  came 
as  far  as  Bangor.  I  put  up  at  the  hotel.  I  thought  I  would  like  a  glass  of  something 
to  drink,  and  I  inquired  where  I  could  get  it.  After  a  great  deal  of  trouble  I  was 
taken  up  four  flights  of  stairs  into  a  bedroom  and  a  demijohn  was  produced,  and  I  had 
some  liquor,  for  which  I  was  charged  $1.50.  I  thought  the  prohibitory  law  was  pretty 
effectual  there.     That  was  my  experience  of  a  prohibitory  law  in  the  State  of  Maine. 
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1 3933.  Does  the  Maine  prohibitory  law  prevent  people  obtaining  liquor  for  their 
own  use  ? — That  is  the  only  knowledge  I  have  of  it.  It  was  the  first  and  only  time  I 
had  liquor  in  the  State. 

13934.  You  know  nothing  about  the  law  itself  1 — No.  I  only  judge  from  that  fact 
that  it  was  pretty  operative. 

1 3935.  It  was  a  pretty  high  price  ? — Yes. 

13936.  You  think  there  would  be  no  difficulty  here,  under  the  operation  of  the 
Scott  Act,  in  strangers  procuring  liquor  if  they  desired  it  ? — Not  the  slightest. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

13937.  Have  you  yourself  taken  any  steps  to  lay  informations  against  those  peq)le 
who  are  selling  liquor  openly  1 — No.  I  have  the  same  objection  as  other  people  to 
becoming  an  informer. 

By  Mr.  Gigavlt : 

13938.  Would  not  the  same  sentiment  exist  in  that  respect  if  a  general  prohibitoiy 
law  were  enacted  ? — No,  because  the  difficulty  would  be  removed. 

13939.  How  ? — Then  the  Government  would  enforce  the  law. 

13940.  The  Government  endeavoured  to  enforce  the  law  in  the  North-west  Terri- 
tories ? — That  may  have  been  so.  The  difficulties  may  have  been  greater  in  a  sparsely 
settled  country.  The  force  may  have  been  wholly  inoperative  and  unable  to  meet  the 
emergency. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

13941.  Of  course  you  know  that  the  permit  system  obtained  in  the  North-west,  and 
that  opened  the  way,  as  it  was  alleged,  to  a  great  deal  of  disregard  for  the  law  ? — I  was 
not  aware  of  that. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

13942.  Do  you  know  of  any  country  where  the  manufacture  and  sale  as  well  as 
the  importation  of  liquor  is  prohibited  ? — No.  But  I  know  that  slavery  existed  years 
ago,  and  at  a  large  expense  the  British  Government  prohibited  it. 

13943.  Do  you  think  the  Government  of  Canada  should  follow  the  example  set  by 
the  British  Government,  which  compensated  the  slave  owners,  and,  if  a  prohibitory  law 
were  adopted,  compensate  the  brewers  and  distillers  and  the  trade  generally  ^Xo, 
I  do  not  think  they  have  a  right  to  compensation.  If  a  man  invests  his  capital 
in  property  connected  with  the  business,  which  is  in  direct  violation  of  principles  of 
righteousness,  he  has  no  right  to  receive  compensation  if  that  business  is  wiped  out. 

13944.  Then  those  slave  holders  had  no  right  to  be  compensated? — No,  I  do 
not  think  they  had. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

13945.  Referring  to  your  view  of  prohibition  :  I  understand  you  to  take  the  ground 
that  where  there  is  a  Prohibitory  Act  in  operation,  all  parties  carrying  on  illicit  sale  d 
liquor  ought  to  be  prosecuted  and  punished  ? — Yes. 

13946.  You  think  it  is  the  duty  of  the  country  and  of  the  citizen  to  carry  out  the 
law  ?-— Yes. 

13947.  I  asked  you  as  to  whether  you  had  given  information  to  the  police,  and 
you  said  you  were  not  an  informer  ? — I  did  not  say  I  would  not,  but  I  had  an  anti- 
pathy to  being  an  informer. 

13948.  If  you  saw  a  man  committing  a  murder, "would  you  not  inform? — Yes. 

13949.  What  is  the  difference  ? — It  is  a  matter  of  education. 

13950.  You  think  you  are  wrong  in  not  informing,  but  you  would  decline  to  do 
so  on  account  of  public  feeling? — Yes.  I  think  the  liquor  traffic  l<*  deadly  in  its  opera- 
tions, although  it  is  not  so  immediate  in  bringing  about  its  results  as  the  murderers 
pistol. 
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13951.  If  you  saw  a  man  commit  a  murder,  you  say  you  would  give  information? 
^Yes. 

13952.  Is  there  not  a  different  sentiment  in  regard  to  the  action  which  it  would  be 
your  duty  to  take  in  a  case  of  murder  from  that  respecting  giving  infoimation  in  regard 
to  the  saJe  of  liquor  ? — Yes. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

13953.  Do  you  think  that  is  due  to  the  fact  that  for  generations  the  trade  has 
been  legalized? — I  do. 

13954.  Do  you  think  the  persistent  delegalization  of  the  trade  would  change  event- 
ually that  sentiment  1 — Yes.  Men  to-day  are  ashamed  of  the  traffic,  and  those  who  have 
amassed  fortunes  comparatively  speaking,  when  they  go  out  of  the  business,  do  not 
want  to  be  reminded  that  they  were  ever  in  the  liquor  trade.  There  is  something 
about  it  that  is  quite  disreputable. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

13955.  Are  there  not  quite  a  number  who  persist  in  remaining  in  the  trade  and 
carrying  it  on  1 — They  have  not  amassed  money  enough. 

13956.  Is  it  not  profitable  under  the  Scott  Act  to  sell  ? — Yes,  because  the  liquor  ia 
alcohol  mixed  with  poison. 

13657.  Has  the  attempted  observance  of  the  Scott  Act  resulted  in  the  adultera- 
tion of  liquor  ? — I  am  satisfied  that  the  liquor  sold  to-day  cannot  compare  at  all  with 
the  liquor  sold  40  years  ago. 

13658.  You  mean  under  a  license  law  ? — Yes.  The  liquor  was  comparatively  pure 
then,  but  now,  and  it  is  from  my  own  knowledge  I  speak,  colouring  matter  and  various 
materials  are  put  into  liquor  to  raise  a  bead  and  give  it  colour.  I  have  seen  men  para- 
lyzed not  by  an  overdose  but  by  the  extraordinary  strength  of  the  compound. 

13959.  Do  you  think  there  should  be  rigid  inspection  of  the  liquor  sold  ? — I  think 
there  should  be  a  law  against  the  adulteration  of  liquor,  as  there  is  a  law  against  the 
adulteration  of  food. 

13960.  Then  you  think  there  should  be  a  rigid  law  against  adulteration? — Yes.  If 
the  Government  does  not  take  action  to  grant  prohibition,  it  is  its  duty  to  see  that  we 
should  have  as  pure  liquors  as  can  be  obtained. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

13961.  When  did  you  see  this  compounding  ? — At  different  times  in  my  experience 
not  recently. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

13962.  How  many  years  ago? — Six  or  seven  years. 
By  Judge  McDonald  : 

13963.  Was  it  when  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force  ? — Yes. 

13964.  What  kind  of  liquor  was  it  you  obtained  in  Maine,  for  which  you  were 
charged  $1.50? — It  did  not  compare  favourably  with  the  liquor  I  was  accustomed  to 
drink.  It  professed  to  be  brandy.  I  did  not  find  that  the  liquors  in  the  States  com- 
pared with  ours  ;  I  could  not  find  good  liquor. 
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WALTER  CAHILL,  Stipendiary  Magistrate  of  Sackville,  Westmoreland  County, 
on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

1 3965.  How  long  have  you  held  the  position  of  Stipendiary  Magistrate  of  Sack- 
ville ? — I  have  held  the  position  of  Stipendiary  Magistrate  for  five  years.  Previous  to 
that,  for  a  period  of  ten  years  I  was  Commissioner  of  the  Parish  of  Sackville  Civil  Court^ 
which  gave  me  the  same  jurisdiction  in  regard  to  Scott  Act  matters  as  I  now  possess. 

13966.  Is  the  position  of  Commissioner  something  like  that  of  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  ?— It  is  more,  for  under  the  Scott  Act  a  Commissioner  of  a  Parish  Court  in  New 
Brunswick  is  invested  with  the  same  power  as  is  possessed  by  a  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 

13967.  Have  you  been  brought  into  contact  with  the  working  of  the  Scott  ActI— 
Yes. 

13968.  Have  you  had  many  cases  brought  before  you  1 — Yes,  a  good  many. 

13969.  Have  you  any  statement  of  the  number  with  you  1 — No.  I  did  not  receive 
notice  from  the  Commission  sufficiently  early  to  enable  me  to  prepare  any  statement 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

13970.  From  whom  did  you  get  the  invitation  ? — I  do  not  know. 

13971.  Did  you  receive  a  printed  list  of  questions  some  time  ago? — Only  with  the 
subpoena  I  received. 

13972.  You  have  been  subpoenaed  here,  and  you  received  a  printed  list  of  questions 
with  the  subpoena? — Yes. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

13973.  Did  you  receive  a  list  of  questions  from  the  Commission? — No. 
By  Mr.  Clarke: 

13974.  Have  you  with  you  the  list  of  questions  you  received  J — No,  I  left  the 
questions  at  home. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

13975.  Have  you  had  many  Scott  Act  cases  before  you  ? — Yes.  I  have  had  a  great 
many  cases  before  me  since  the  law  came  into  force  on  1st  January,  1881,  and  I 
have  had  cases  every  year,  and  almost  every  month. 

13976.  What  is  the  population  of  Sackville  in  round  figures? — About  6,000. 

13977.  Is  it  a  manufacturing  town  ? — Yes,  to  a  certain  extent. 

13978.  Is  that  the  town  itself  or  the  parish? — The  university  town. 

13979.  And  it  is  a  manufacturing  town  as  well  1 — Yes. 

1 3980.  Are  there  any  large  manufacturing  establishments  there  now  ? — Yes. 

13981.  Of  what  nature? — There  are  two  foundries  and  some  small  factories. 

13982.  Is  the  population  partly  of  the  manufacturing  class  ? — Yes,  partly  so. 

13983.  Then  there  is  the  ordinary  business  population  of  a  community  of  that  size? 
— Yes. 

13984.  Do  you  find  in  your  administration  of  the  law  any  difficulty  arises  from 
the  defective  memories  of  witnesses  in  Scott  Act  cases? — Yes. 

13985.  Imperfect  memories  as  to  time,  and  as  to  what  liquor  they  took?— Yes, 
great  lapses  of  memory. 

1 3986.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  in  any  cases  that  have  come  before  you 
perjury  has  been  committed  ? — I  have. 

13987.  You  believe  that  in  some  cases  this  lapse  of  memory  is  assumed  I— Yes. 

13988.  Do  you  find  that  this  lapse  of  memory  exists  in  these  cases  to  a  greater 
extent  than  in  other  cases  that  come  before  you  for  trial  ? — I  think  it  does. 

13989.  Have  you,  with  your  experience,  any  doubt  as  to  what  causes  this  difference 
in  these  cases  as  compared  with  others  ? — In  some  cases  it  is  owing  to  a  desire  to  screen 
the  party  charged,  and  in  other  cases  I  think  the  witnesses  themselves  think  it  rather 
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degrading  to  be  brought  forward  to  give  evidence.     In  such  cases  they  take  means  to 
screen  themselves  as  well. 

1 3990.  Do  you  think  there  exists  in  regard  to  this  matter  a  sentiment  in  the  com- 
munity which  looks  upon  infractions  of  the  Scott  Act  as  being  different  from  violations 
of  other  laws  ? — I  think  there  is. 

13991.  Do  you  think  that  may  influence  the  people  at  the  time  1 — Yes. 

13992.  Is  it  a  kind  of  spirit  of  resistance  to  the  law  ? — Yes. 

13993.  Can  you  suggest  any  amendment  to  the  law  that  will  make  it  more  work- 
able ? — One  difficulty  we  have  experienced  is  the  frequency  of  proceedings  before  the 
Supreme  Court  by  certiorari.  There  should  be  some  more  simple  way  of  dealing  with 
the  matter,  such  as  by  bringing  it  before  a  County  Court  Judge.  Parties  often  attempt 
to  remove  the  cases  for  the  sake  of  gaining  time,  and,  perhaps,  before  the  matter  is  de- 
cided, they  will  be  out  of  the  country.  That  is  one  objection,  I  think,  to  the  present 
law. 

13994.  Do  you  think  an  appeal  to  the  County  Court  Judge  in  Chambers  would  be 
a  more  expeditious  and  satisfactory  system  ? — Yes.  I  have  known  cases  that  have  been 
for  a  year  or  a  year  and  a  half  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  Brunswick. 

13995.  We  have  heard  that  the  difficulties  connected  with  delays  in  the  Supreme 
Court  in  connection  with  legal  points  had  pretty  well  ceased  and  the  legal  points  had 
heen  cleared  up  ? — I  think  such  is  the  ca^e,  although  there  have  been  a  great  many 
cases  before  the  Supreme  Court  during  the  last  year  from  different  parts  of  the  province. 

13996.  Have  there  been  a  number  from  Woodstock  on  special  grounds  ? — Yes. 

13997.  Is  that  amendment  the  only  one  you  could  suggest? — I  think  the  Act 
might  be  made  more  workable.  Even  as  regards  the  issuing  of  a  distress  warrant,  dis- 
cretion might  be  given  to  the  court.  In  some  cases  the  fact  that  the  defendant  has  no 
property  is  known  to  the  officers,  and  the  party  convicted  gain  time  by  a  distress 
warrant  being  issued  and  returned  before  a  warrant  for  imprisonment  is  issued. 

13998.  You  desire  that  a  change  should  be  made  in  the  Scott  Act,  so  that  where  a 
Magistrate  has  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  defendant  has  no  effects,  he  shall  at  once 
be  at  liberty  to  take  other  steps  ? — There  should  be  discretionary  power  given  to  the 
■court,  so  that  if  it  is  satisfied  that  there  are  no  goods  or  chattels  to  seize  under  distress 
warrant,  a  warrant  looking  to  imprisonment  might  be  issued.  Another  objection  is  that 
persons  have  often  secreted  themselves,  if  they  knew  they  were  to  be  served  with  sum- 
monses ;  they  have  fastened  themselves  in  their  rooms  and  in  that  way  evaded  service 
for  many  days.  If  there  was  a  provision  made  authorizing  a  constable  to  enter  a  house, 
the  law  could  be  more  efficiently  carried  out. 

13999.  Are  there  any  other  points  you  could  suggest  to  the  Commission  1 — I  do  not 
think  of  any  at  this  moment. 

1 4000.  I  need  scarcely  say  to  you  that  it  is  desirable  that  any  and  all  these  points 
should  be  brought  forward  so  that  recommendations  may  be  made  by  the  Commission  to 
the  Dominion  Legislature  1 — I  hold  that  under  the  present  law  the  witnesses  should  be 
paid.  It  is  a  great  hardship  and  injustice  as  the  law  remains  at  present,  and  I  think 
witnesses  should  be  paid. 

Bj/  Mr.  Gigault  : 

14001.  How  is  the  Scott  Act  enforced  in  the  county  of  Westmoreland  ? — In  the 
parish  of  Sackville  it  has  been  pretty  well  enforced. 

14002.  And  how  has  it  been  enforced  elsewhere  ? — I  have  had  complaints  laid  before 
me  from  the  eastern  part  of  the  County,  that  is  to  say  from  the  parishes  of  Westmore- 
land and  Botsford.  It  has  been  shown  that  during  the  last  t'vo  or  three  years  the  Act 
has  been  pretty  well  enforced  and  has  brought  about  quite  a  change,  so  far  as  my  know- 
ledge goes,  as  regards  the  sale  of  liquor  in  those  two  parishes. 

14003.  Are  there  some  places  where  liquor  is  sold  continuously  1 — Yes,  I  think 
there  are. 

1 4004.  In  what  places  ? — I  think  in  all  the  parishes,  that  is  in  those  parishes  I  have 
mentioned,  Sackville,  Westmoreland  and  Botsford.  I  speak  only  of  those  three 
parishes. 
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14005.  Are  there  many  places  selling  liquor  there? — I  do  not  know  what  you  call 
"many."  In  the  parish  of  Sackville  there  are  six  or  seven  places,  more  or  less;  but 
most  of  them  are  only  selling  in  a  small  way,  they  do  not  sell  very  much,  although  they 
sell  a  little. 

14006.  And  what  is  your  opinion  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  liquor  in  the  other 
parishes  1 — I  do  not  know  about  the  other  parishes,  but  there  is  some  illicit  selling  in 
the  other  parishes  no  doubt. 

1 4007.  Is  drunkenness  increasing  or  decreasing,  in  your  opinion,  in  the  county  ?— 
In  the  parish  of  Sackville  it  is  decreasing  to  my  knowledge. 

14008.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that  decrease  in  drunkenness? — I  think  the  en- 
forcement of  the  Scott  Act  is  one  cause,  and  probably  there  may  be  some  change  in  the 
sentiment  of  the  people  with  respect  to  the  use  of  liquor. 

14009.  Before  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force  at  Sackville,  how  many  licensed  places 
were  there  in  existence  ? — Some  years  there  were  more  licensed  places  and  other  years 
less  ;  the  number  would  average  about  three  or  four  I  think,  but  there  were  a  number 
of  illicit  sellers  during  that  time. 

14010.  How  many  illicit  sellers  do  you  think  there  were  at  that  time  ?— Five  or 
six,  probably  the  same  number  as  are  now  selling  in  violation  of  the  Scott  Act. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

14011.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  Albert  County  ? — No. 

1401 2.  Do  you  think  that  not  only  in  Sackville  but  in  theadjoining  parishes,  therehas 
been  a  marked  decrease  in  the  drinking  habits  of  the  people  ? — I  think  there  has  been. 

14013.  Has  there  been  any  decrease  in  the  illicit  sale  of  liquor? — I  think  therehas 
been. 

14014.  Is  that  decrease  in  the  illicit  sale  attributable  to  the  enforcement  of  the 
Canada  Temperance  Act  ? — I  think  it  is,  at  least  in  part,  attributable  to  it. 

14015.  Of  course  you  attribute  to  a  certain  extent  the  changes  that  have  taken 
place  to  the  moral  and  religious  teaching  which  has  prevailed.  Do  you  think  the  Scott 
Act  itself  is  a  help  in  carrying  on  and  making  effective  this  moral  and  religious  teaching t 
— I  believe  it  is. 

14016.  What  was  your  experience  of  the  license  system  :  were  you  a  Magistrate  at 
the  time  ? — Yes. 

14017.  Was  it  your  experience  that  an  earnest  attempt  was  made  to  prevent 
illicit  sale  when  licenses  to  sell  liquor  were  issued  in  Sackville  ? — Not  very  earnest 
attempts.  There  was  a  spasmodic  attempt  made  occasionally  to  enforce  the  law  in  re- 
gard to  selling  ydthout  license,  but  the  parties  still  kept  on  selling. 

14018.  Did  you  ever  find  that  licensees  were  associated  to  prevent  Ulicitsale^- 
No,  I  always  found  their  sympathies  were  with  those  people  against  whom  proceedbgs 
were  instituted  for  carrying  on  illicit  sale. 

14019.  Did  you  find  that  the  licensees  violated  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  license 
law,  such  as  Sunday  sale  and  sale  after  hours  ? — They  were  charged  with  doing  so,  I 
think  ;  I  had  some  charges  before  me  for  that  offence. 

14020.  I  think  you  have  stated  that  there  are  not  as  many  illicit  places  selling  now 
as  there  were  at  that  time  ? — There  are  about  the'  same  number. 

14021.  Do  you  think  the  illicit  places  that  are  now  selling  liquor  sell  as  freely  and 
as  much  as  was  sold  under  the  license  law  ? — I  could  not  answer  that  question. 

14022.  Do  you  believe  the  illicit  places  of  to-day  sell  as  much  liquor  as  the  licensed 
and  illicit  places  sold  under  the  license  law  ? — I  do  not. 

14023.  Has  there  been  any  change  in  the  feeling  of  the  people  of  Sackville 
towards  the  drink  trade? — I  think  there  has  been  no  change.  The  la*  has 
been  three  times  before  the  people  of  Westmoreland  and  each  time  it  has  been  sustained. 
In  the  first  place  the  Scott  Act  was  before  the  people  when  it  was  originally  adopted, 
and  it  has  been  twice  before  the  people  since.  Each  time  an  attempt  was  made  to  have 
the  Act  repealed,  but  the  attempt  to  repeal  it  was  lost  on  each  occasion. 

14024.  Do  you  remember  whether  the  vote  in  favour  of  the  law  was  substantially 
the  same  on  each  occasion,  or  whether  it  was  increased  or  diminished  ? — The  last  vote 
was  much  larger  than  any  previously  taken. 
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14025.  So  the  last  vote  would  indicate  the  feeling  of  the  people  more  emphatically 
than  at  any  other  time  in  favour  of  the  derealization  of  the  trade  1 — Yes. 

14026.  From  your  experience  of  the  enforcement  of  the  Canada  Temperance  Act- 
and  the  difficulties  that  arise  under  it,  have  you  arrived  at  any  opinion  as  to  whether  a 
general  prohibitory  law,  which  would  prohibit  the  importation  and  manufacture  as  well 
as  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor,  would  be  as  easily  or  more  easily  enforced  than  the 
Scott  Act  ? — There  would  be  more  difficulties  in  connection  with  the  carrying  out  of  a- 
general  prohibitory  law ;  but  if  the  Government  determined  to  enforce  such  a  law,  I  do 
not  see  why  it  could  not  be  enforced  the  same  as  any  other  law.  The  law  would  be 
violated,  of  course. 

14027.  If  there  were  officials  appointed  to  carry  out  the  law,  as  there  are  officials- 
to  carry  out  the  Inland  Revenue  law,  do  you  think  a  prohibitory  law  could  be  enforced 
in  as  great  a  degree  as  the  present  Inland  Revenue  laws  ? — Yes. 

14028.  I  think  you  have  said  you  have  special  knowledge  of  certain  parishes  in 
your  section  of  the  county? — Yes. 

14029.  How  many  parishes  would  your  special  knowledge  include? — Botsford, 
Westmoreland  and  Sackville. 

14030.  From  your  knowledge  of  those  three  parishes,  do  you  believe  that  the 
feeling  in  favour  of  a  prohibitory  law  is  very  strong  ? — Judging  from  the  result  of  the 
Scott  Act  election,  I  should  think  that  the  people  of  those  parishes  would  favour  the 
adoption  of  a  prohibitory  law,  especially  when  it  is  remembered  that  many  people  who 
object  to  the  Scott  Act  on  the  ground  that  it  allows  liquor  to  come  into  the  country, 
would  favour  a  general  prohibitory  law.  They  express  themselves  as  favourable  to  a 
general  prohibitory  law  rather  than  the  Scott  Act ;  I  should  judge  that  such  is  their 
opinion  from  their  conversation. 

14031.  Do  you  believe  that,  above  all,  the  people  who  now  favour  the  Scott  Act 
would  even  more  strongly  favour  a  measure  for  general  prohibition  ? — I  think  that 
generally  the  people  who  favour  the  adoption  of  the  Scott  Act  would  favour  the  enact- 
ment of  a  general  prohibitory  law. 

14032.  Would  those  people,  also,  who  are  inclined  to  look  upon  the  Scott  Act 
as  a  partial  measure,  favour  a  general  prohibitory  law  1 — They  say  so. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

14033.  Then  the  effect  of  the  adoption  of  the  Scott  Act  has  been,  so  far  as  the 
number  of  places  selling  liquor  is  concerned,  to  shut  up  licensed  places  and  at  the  same 
time  allow  an  equal  number  of  unlicensed  places  to  exist  1 — Yes. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

14034.  Does  the  law  allow  an  equal  number  of  unlicensed  places  or  any  number  of 
unlicensed  places  to  exist,  or  do  they  exist  in  spite  of  the  law  1^— They  exist  in  spite  of 
the  law. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

14035.  Has  not  the  effect  of  the  adoption  of  the  Scott  Act  been  to  establish  as 
many  unlicensed  places  as  there  were  formerly  licensed  places  under  the  License 
Act  1 — There  are  as  many  people  selling  now  in  violation  of  the  Scott  Act  as  there 
were  people  selling  in  violation  of  the  License  Law  when  it  was  in  force. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 
.14036.  You  think  there  are  three  or  four  of  them  ? — Yes. 

By  Bev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

14037.  As  you  remember  the  illicit  places  under  the  license  system,  do  you  remem- 
ber whether  they  sold  more  openly  and  with  less  fear  of  interference  than  the  illicit 
places  do  now  ? — I  think  they  did,  because  the  lines  were  much  lighter,  and  the  very 
fact  of  their  being  liable  to  heavy  fines  under  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  induces  them 
to  be  more  cautious  about  their  sales. 
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14038.  Do  you  find  that  the  class  of  people  engaged  in  the  illicit  sale  liquor  today  is 
a  different  class  from  that  engaged  in  the  sale  at  illicit  places  under  the  License  Act?— 
No,  it  is  about  the  same  class. 

14039.  Is  this  true,  that  those  who  had  licenses  under  the  license  system  are  illicit 
sellers  to-day  1 — Yes,  it  is  true  to  some  extent.  The  same  individuals  do  not  in  all 
cases,  as  when  the  license  system  was  in  force.  Eleven  years  has  made  a  change.  Some 
of  the  individuals  who  sold  liquor  under  licenses  are  now  selling  in  violation  of  the 
Canada  Temperance  Act. 

14040.  Have  the  attempts  made  to  enforce  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  succeeded 
in  completely  stopping  some  persons  who  carried  on  the  traflSc  illicitly  and  in  driving  a 
number  of  them  out  of  the  place  ?— Yes,  a  number  of  them  have  been  driven  out 

14041.  But  I  suppose  some  others  spring  up  in  their  places? — Yes,  sometimes. 

~  14042.  Does  the  lact  that  you  have  driven  some  out  of  the  place  have  the  effect  of 
making  those  who  succeed  them  in  carrying  on  illicit  sales,  more  careful  in  their  opera- 
tions ? — It  has  that  eflfect. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

14043.  Are  the  old  hotel  keepers  there  ? — In  Sackville  there  is  one. 

14044.  Have  the  other  two  been  driven  out  on  account  of  the  imposition  of  fines 
and  imprisonment  ? — No,  I  think  not. 

14045.  By  \^hat  have  they  been  driven  out  ? — I  do  not  know  that  they  have  been 
driven  out.     Changes  have  been  made  of  course. 

14046.  Then  they  have  not  been  driven  out  ? — No. 


Rev.  CHARLES  STEWART,  D.D.,  of  Sackville,  Dean  of  Mount  Allison 
University,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

14047.  To  what  religious  community  do  you  belong? — To  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Canada. 

14048.  What  degree  do  you  hold? — Doctor  of  Divinity. 

14049.  How  long  have  you  been  at  Sackville? — I  have  been  there  twenty-two 
years. 

14050.  Have  you  been  connected  all  that  time  with  the  University  as  a  professor  I— 
Yes. 

14051.  Have  you  had  occasion  in  Sackville  to  see  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act, 
as  a  citizen  ? — Yes. 

14052.  Have  you  found  its  effects  to  be  beneficial  ? — Decidedly  so. 

1 4053.  During  the  twenty-two  years  you  have  resided  there,  I  suppose  the  town 
has  been  part  of  the  time  under  a  license  law  ? — Yes. 

14054.  Do  you  believe  the  operations  of  the  Scott  Act  have  been  beneficial?— Yes. 

14055.  Have  you  reason  to  know  whether  illicit  sales  of  liquor  have  gone  on  ^ 
There  have  been  prosecutions  instituted. 

1 4056.  I  suppose  you  only  judge  from  information  received  ? — Yes. 

14057.  You  have  not  been  connected  with  cases  personally  ? — No. 

14058*  Had  you  at  any  time  exercised  the  pastoral  office  before  you  became  ? 
professor  ? — Yes. 

14059.  Have  you  receive  a  circular  from  this  Commission,  and  have  you  answered 
the  questions  ? — I  will  answer  them. 

14060.  Asa  professor  of  many  years  standing  in  the  University,  what  have  you 
found  to  be  the  habits  of  the  young  men,  speaking  generally  ? — Orderly  and  very  excel- 
lent.    There  are,  of  course,  occasional  exceptions. 

14061.  Did  you  find  when  there  was  a  license  law  in  force  that  there  was  any 
difierence  in  the  conduct  of  the  young  men  at  the  college  as  compared  with  their  con- 

Walter  Cahill. 
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duct  since  the  Scott  Act  has  been  in  force  ? — I  think  there  is  a  growing  conviction 
among  the  students  from  year  to  year  of  the  great  importance  of  the  Scott  Act  or  of  a 
general  prohibitory  law. 

14062.  Have  you  had  any  more  difficulty  of  a  practical  kind  with  the  young  men 
as  to  their  habits  under  license  as  compared  with  under  the  Scott  Act  ? — Our  difficulties 
have  been  few,  and  necessarily  so,  because  ordinarily  the  young  men  who  come  to  us  enter 
the  college  to  work,  and  therefore  we  consider  they  are  sober  men.  At  the  same  time 
I  think  that  there  is  no  doubt  of  this,  that  there  were  temptations  to  young  men  under 
the  license  system  which  do  not  exist  now,  and  consequently  there  were  failures  in  regard 
to  sobriety  among  the  young  men  to  a  greater  extent  than  there  are  now. 

14063.  What  is  your  view  of  prohibition  as  a  matter  of  principle? — I  think  it  is 
the  right  principle. 

14064.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  wise  that  there  should  be  enacted  by  the  Do- 
minion Parliament  a  general  prohibitory  law,  prohibiting  the  manufacture,  importation 
as  weU  as  sale  of  alcoholic  liquors  ? — That  is  my  deliberate  conviction. 

14065.  That  is  for  beverage  purposes? — Cei-tainly. 

14066.  I  suppose  you  know  nothing  of  the  practical  working  of  the  law,  so  as  to 
make  any  suggestions  to  the  Commission  in  the  direction  of  improving  the  machinery  of 
the  present  law  ? — I  do  not  think  I  could  suggest  any  details.  We  sometimes  come  into 
contact  with  matters  that  seem  to  indicate  a  weakness  about  the  way. 

14067.  In  what  way? — I  have  long  been  under  the  conviction  that  the  Scott  Act 
should  be  enforced  as  other  laws  are,  and  not  left  to  the  men  who  have  worked  hard  to 
arouse  the  temperance  sentiment  in  the  community.  Those  men  are  sometimes  regarded 
by  a  certain  class  of  persons  as  meddlesome  individuals,  as  individuals  who  have  taken 
in  hand  matters  with  which  they  have  no  business,  even  although  they  may  have  acted 
from  the  purest  considerations. 

14068.  Would  you  favour  the  appointment  by  some  central  authority  of  officials  on 
whom  would  be  cast  the  duty  and  responsibility  of  carrying  out  the  Scott  Act  ? — That 
has  been  my  opinion  for  years. 

14069.  Would  you  have  those  officers  appointed  by  the  Dominion  Government,  by 
the  Provincial  Government  or  by  the  Municipal  Council  ? — I  think  by  the  Dominion 
Government,  for  such  appointment  would  remove  the  position  from  all  local  influences. 

14070.  What  is  your  department  of  teaching  in  the  Univerisity  ? — My  department 
is  theology  and  other  cognate  subjects ;  I  teach  moral  philosophy. 

14071.  At  present  the  enforcement  of  this  law  ordinarily  is  the  same  as  the  enforce- 
ment of  other  laws,  that  is  to  say  it  is  left  with  the  local  police  and  the  Inspector  who 
is  in  some  cases  appointed.  The  Commission  have  been  told  that  the  great  difficulty  in 
the  way  of  the  employment  of  thase  officers  is  the  expense,  which  the  County  Council 
know  the  ratepayers  will  not  be  willing  to  pay,  of  employing  an  Inspector  to  carry  out 
the  provisions  of  the  Scott  Act.  Do  you  think  that  if  such  officers  were  appointed,  the 
expenses  should  be  placed  on  the  people  of  the  locality  as  a  body  ? — I  think  the  expenses 
should  be  borne  by  the  national  exchequer. 

14071a.  Take  this  Province:  suppose  there  are  40  counties  in  it,  and  20  of 
them  adopt  the  Scott  Act  and  20  reject  it ;  would  it  be  right  to  tax  the  20  counties 
which  reject  it  to  pay  the  salaries  of  officers  in  the  20  counties  which  adopted  it  ? — I 
think  it  would,  if  those  have  the  right  to  enact  the  law.  If  the  law  is  enacted  by  t  he 
supreme  authorities,  those  supreme  authorities  should  meet  the  expenses. 

14072.  Do  you  think  that  the  20  counties  which  reject  the  Scott  Act  should  call 
upon  the  other  20  counties  to  contribute  towards  the  expenses  of  carrying  out  the  license 
law  ? — If  the  license  law  is  a  Dominion  Act. 

14073.  It  is  Provincial  in  a  certain  sense.  At  the  present  time  the  Dominion  hav- 
ing passed  the  Scott  Act,  leaves  the  people  to  carry  it  into  effect  or  not  as  they  please. 
They  carry  it  in  a  certain  place.  Tne  Provincial  license  law  says  that  an  Inspector  shall 
be  appointed  at  a  salary  of  not  more  than  $500  a  year,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Council. 
If  that  law  is  in  force,  and  20  counties  adopt  license  and  20  counties  adopt  the  Scott 
Act,  and  there  is  a  staff  of  officers  appointed,  is  it  not  evident  that  if  the  people  in  the 
20  counties  who  reject  the  Scott  Act  have  to  contribute  towards  the  carrying  out  of  that 
Act  in  the  other  20  counties  in  the  Province,  the  people  in  those  20  Scott  Act  counties 
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should  likewise  be  required  tx)  pay  for  the  enforcement  of  the  license  law  in  the  other  20 
counties  ? — Yes. 

14074.  You  would  put  them  on  an  equal  footing  ? — Yes.  My  idea  is  that  whatever 
law  is  enacted  by  the  Dominion  Grovernment  should  be  carried  out  by  the  officers  appointed 
to  enforce  it. 

14075.  And  so    in  regard  to  laws  passed   by   the   Legislature    of  a  Province! 
,  —Yes. 

14076.  Then  the  position  you  take  is  this  :  Officials  should  be  appointed  whose  duty 
it  would  be  to  carry  out  the  law ;  if  national  prohibition  were  enacted  by  the  Dominion 
Parliament,  the  Dominion  Government  should  pay  for  the  enforcement  of  the  law ;  if  a 
local  Act,  like  the  Scott  Act,  were  adopted,  the  expenses  should  be  paid  by  the  particular 
provinces  or  counties  that  adopt  the  Acts  respectively.  Suppose  Quebec  rejects  prohi- 
bition and  adopts  a  license  law,  suppose  New  Brunswick  adopts  prohibition,  would  you 
consider  that  the  people  of  Quebec,  who  had  to  maintain  a  license  law,  should  also  pay 
for  the  maintenance  of  a  prohibitory  law  in  New  Brunswick  1 — No ;  but  the  central 
Government  should  pay  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  law,  whatever  the  law  may  be  in 
any  particular  province. 

14077.  If  it  is  a  provincial  enactment,  you  would  let  the  province  bear  the  cost  of 
the  enforcement  1 — Yes. 

14078.  And  make  that  even  all  round  1 — Yes. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

14079.  You  believe  in  the  proper  authorities  enforcing  the  law? — Yes. 
By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod : 

14080.  Have  you  had  anything  to  do  with  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act  at 
Sackville? — No,  except  I  have  occasionally  gone  to  the  court  and  been  present  when 
trials  have  been  conducted. 

14081.  Have  you  had  any  opportunity  during  your  many  years  as  a  pastor  to  cota- 
pare  the  condition  of  communities  under  a  license  law  with  the  condition  of  communities 
under  prohibition,  well  enforced  ;  and  if  so,  what  is  the  difference  % — I  think  the  difier- 
■enco  is  very  much  in  favour  of  the  latter.  I  have  been  in  Sackville  22  years.  When  I 
iirst  came  here,  it  was  a  very  common  thing  to  have  people  making  hideous  noises  through 
the  night,  I  mean  drunken  persons.  You  might  meet  such  persons  any  day.  Now 
it  is  a  rare  thing,  perhaps  it  may  occur  once  in  six  months,  to  meet  a  drunken  person  on 
the  streets  of  Sackvill^.  My  observation,  therefore,  has  been  that  the  present  law  has 
been  of  very  great  service. 

14081a.  Do  you  feel  as  an  instructor  having  responsibility  in  connection  with  your 
school,  that  Sackville  is  a  better  and  safer  place  for  young  people  to  live  in  for  a  number 
of  years  while  they  are  attending  school,  under  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  than  it 
was  formerly  under  license  ? — Most  decidedly. 

14082.  Do  you  think  that  may  have  an  effect  on  the  minds  of  parents  when  they 
<;ome  to  determine  in  regard  to  sending  children  to  school  ? — I  do  not  know  what  it  has 
done,  but  I  know  what  it  ought  to  have  done. 

14083.  Do  you  and  the  other  professors  feel  the  law  is  a  help  to  you  in  restraining 
the  students  from  hurtful  influences  ? — That  is  my  conviction  and  that  of  the  other 
professors. 

14084.  As  a  pastor,  you  have  had  the  opportunity  of  observing  the  effect  of  the 
■drink  habit  and  the  drink  trade  upon  the  community  ;  what  has  been  the  effect  as  to 
crime,  imr^orality,  poverty  and  neglect  of  religion  ? — It  is  a  very  sad  vision  of  the  past 
th  -c  comes  up  when  I  think  of  that  question  ;  when  I  think  of  the  broken  hearts,  and 
the  beggared  homes,  and  the  multiplied  griefs,  of  6ven  young  men  who  have  been  slain 
Ijy  this  evil.  I  recoil  with  horror  from  the  traffic  when  I  think  on  my  past  personal 
experience,  not  among  members  of  the  church,  but  among  the  community. 

14085.  In  the  event  of  a  prohibitory  law  being  passed,  do  you  believe  that  dis- 
tillers and  brewers  and  others,  who  have  money  in  the  trade,  should  be  compensated  t 
—No. 

Rev.  Charles  Stewart.  * 
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By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

14086.  Do  you  know  of  any  country  in  the  world  where  the  manufacture,  impor- 
tation and  sale  of  intqxicating  liquor  are  prohibited  ? — ^The  Fiji  Islands  is  the  only 
place  that  I  remember  at  present. 

14086a.  Have  the  general  effects  of  the  adoption  of  the  Scott  Act  led  to  increased 
membership  and  increased  congregations  in  Sackville  ? — I  do  not  know  that  I  could 
say  that. 

14087.  Is  there  as  much  lumbering  done  there  now,  or  as  much  of  a  floating  popu- 
lation ? — There  is  not  much  floating  population.  People  from  the  country  come  in 
occasionally  with  their  goods  and  lumber,  and  I  think  now  very  often  they  go  home 
sober  and  take  money  with  them,  while,  under  the  License  Act,  they  drank  their  money 
away. 

14088.  You  think  they  drank  that  away  in  licensed  places  ? — Yes,  I  suppose  so. 

14089.  You  heard  the  statements  that  there  were  unlicensed  saloons  there? — Yes. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

14090.  Was  Sackville  a  great  lumbering  and  ship-building  place  at  one  time  ? — I 
believe  thirty  or  forty  years  ago,  there  was  a  good  deal  of  ship-building  done ;  there  has 
been  some  since  I  have  been  there,  and  I  think  there  is  one  vessel  on  the  stocks  now. 

14090a.  Has  it  a  shifting  population  now,  or  is  it  a   steady  population  ? — A  great 
many  of  the  young  people  go  out  of  the  country. 
• 
By  Mr,  GigavZt :     ' 

14091.  Would  you  favour  the  adoption  of  a  general  prohibitory  law,  which  would 
prohibit  the  sale  and  importation  of  all  kinds  of  wines  ? — Of  all  kinds  ? 

14092.  Fermented  or  unfermented? — I  would  not  call  unfermented  liquor,  wine; 
that  would  be  grape  juice. 

14093.  So  you  would  favour  a  law  which  would  prevent  the  importation  of  fer- 
mented wine? — Yes. 

14094.  You  would  not  allow  the  use  of  it  for  sacramental  purposes? — We  do  not. 

14095.  You  would  vote  for  a  law  that  would  not  allow  it? — I  would. 

14096.  For  sacramental  purposes,  what  kind  of  wine  should  be  used? — I  presume 
the  pure  juice  of  the  grape,  with  which  I  believe  the  sacrament  was  originated  by  our 
Blessed  Saviour  Himself. 

14097.  Do  you  believe,  when  the  Saviour  turned  water  into  wine,  it  was  fermented 
or  unfermented  wine  ? — I  have  no  evidence  that  it  was  fermented. 

14098.  Do  you  believe  that  the  Divine  law  forbids  the  moderate  use  of  fermented 
wine  ? — Yes,  under  certain  circumstances. 

By  Jvdge  McDonald  : 

14099.  Under  what  circumstances? — I  can  quite  conceive  of  persons  who  are  ill 
being  benetited  by  wine  that  is  wine  ;  and  of  a  state  of  society  in  which  it  would  not 
be  evU  to  take  a  little  wine  that  is  fermented ;  but  in  the  present  state  of  society, 
and  where  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  get  wine,  if  not  almost  impossible  to  get  wine,  I 
think  for  the  sake  of  the  influence  on  the  individual  as  well  as  the  community,  it  is 
morally  wrong. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

14100.  You  would  favour  an  Act  which  would  absolutely  prohibit  the  importation 
of  wine  for  sacramental  purpose  ? — Yes. 

14101.  Would  you  not  allow  Chris  ians  of  other  denominations  to  decide  for  them- 
selves, whether  they  were  observing  the  tenets  of  their  faith  better  in  one  way  than  the 
other? — I  think  there  might  be  exceptions  made  in  such  cases. 

14102.  Then  you  would  not  prohibit  the  importation  of  wine  for  sacramental  pur- 
poses ? — If  in  these  exceptional  cases  it  was  used. 

14103.  You  would  allow  the  other  churches  to  use  fermented  wine? — Certainly. 
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By  Mr,  Gigault  : 

14104.  But  you  yourself  would  vote  for  the  prohibition  of  ttie  importation  and  sale 
of  fermented  wines  ? — Yes. 

14105.  And  you  would  favour  such  a  law  1 — Yes.    . 

14106.  So,  if  the  majority  of  the  electors  were  of  your  opinion,  such  a  law  would 
be  adopted  ? — Certainly. 


Rev.  henry  A.  ME  AH  AN,  of  Moncton,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  fol- 
lows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

14107.  You  are  Parish  Priest  of  St.  Bernard's  Church  here,  I  believe? — Yes. 

14108.  How  long  have  you  resided  here  % — About  ten  years, 

14109.  Have  you,  during  the  whole  of  that  time,  been  in  charge  of  the  same  con- 
gregation ? — Yes. 

14110.  Have  you  seen  anything  of  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act? — More  or  leas. 

14111.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  liquors  have  been  sold  for  beverage  purposes 
in  Moncton  since  the  Scott  Act  came  into  force  ? — Yes. 

14112.  You  could  not  say  to  what  extent? — No,  not  exactly.  , 

14113.  Have  you  considered  the  question  of  prohibition,  in  its  moral  and  religious 
aspects  ? — It  would  depend  upon  the  extent  of  it. 

14114.  Did  you  receive  some  questions  from  the  Commission? — I  did. 

14115.  Did  you  answer  them  ? — No ;  I  do  not  think  I  will  be  able  to  answer  them. 
I  think  they  are  too  difficult  for  a  priest  to  answer.  You  would  require  to  give  a  gr^t 
deal  of  thought  and  to  have  had  experience  to  furnish  a  reasonable  answer  to  them. 

14116.  What  is  your  own  position  in  regard  to  prohibition  ? — In  the  ordinary  way, 
I  am  in  favour  of  temperance  ;  that  the  people  should  be  temperate  ;  that  we  should 
make  use  of  all  the  gifts  of  God,  with  thanksgiving. 

14117.  Do  you  mean  self-control? — Yes,  not  violating  any  of  God's  laws:  for  in- 
stance, the  law  which  forbids  us  to  get  drunk. 

141  iJ^.  Do  you  consider  the  moderate  use  of  wine  a  sin  ? — No. 

14119.  Do  you,  in  your  own  church,  make  it  a  point  to  teach  temperance  to  the 
people  ? — Yes,  as  often  as  possible,  the  same  as  all  the  other  virtues  ;  we  take  all  the 
means  that  are  legitimate  to  encourage  temperance. 

14120.  Have  you  any  reason  to  suppose  those  have  been  beneficial  ?^-The  same  as 
the  Gospel  being  preached  generally. 

14121.  Do  you  think  there  is  an  improvement  going  on  all  along  the  line  in  this 
respect  ? — Yes,  as  the  clergy  increase. 

14122.  Do  you  know  whether  yOung  children  are  asked  to  take  the  pledge  when 
they  are  confirmed  ? — That  would  depend  upon  the  locality,  but  we  generally  ask  them 
to  take  the  pledge  at  that  time. 

14123.  The  most  solemn  moment  of  their  lives? — Yes. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

14124.  You  would  like  to  see  the  existing  law  thoroughly  enforced  ? — I  would. 

14125.  Do  you  believe  the  law  in  Moncton  is  even  fairly  well  enforced? — I  do  not 
believe  it  is  enforced  at  all  ;  I  believe  it  is  perfectly  disregarded,  as  far  as  I  can  see, 

14126.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  beneficial  to  the  community  if  it  were  enforced? 
— I  think  it  would  be  a  great  blessing. 

14127.  In  your  duties,  and  in  your  life  as  a  pastor,  you  come  in  contact  with 
people  very  largely.  Have  you  observed  whether  in  any  considerable  degree  the 
drink  habit  is  responsible  for  the  domestic  troubles,  petty  crimes  and  neglect  of  religion 
that  prevail  ? — Yes,  I  think  you  can. trace  them  to  drunkenness. 

Rev.  Charles  Stewart. 
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14128.  Do  you  at  stated  periods  Iwk  your  people  to  take  the  total  abstinence 
pledge  1 — Frequently. 

14129.  And  a  good  many  of  them  do  so  ? — A  good  many. 

14130.  And  do  you  find  that  has  a  beneficial  effect? — Certainly. 

14131.  Do  a  large  percentage  of  those  who  take  the  pledge  remain  true  to  it  ? — 
Nearly  all. 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

14132.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  believe  that  the  Scott  Act  is  dis- 
regarded here,  largely  ? — I  think  that  is  the  public  opinion. 

14133.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that  condition  of  afi^irs? — It  depends  upon  the 
nature  of  the  law  itself.  I  think  they  have  doubts  of  the  nature  of  the  law.  I  do  not 
mix  myself  up  much  in  the  way  of  enforcing  it,  except  to  advise  the  people  to  observe 
the  law,  as  the  law  of  the  land  must  be  God's  law.  f 

14134.  There  is  no  diflSculty  in  getting  liquors  here? — None. 

14135.  What  is  the  effect  upon  the  members  of  your  congregation  and  other  congre- 
gations o^  having  a  law  on  the  statute-book  so  completely  ignored  as  the  Scott  Act 
appears  to  be  here,  and  to  be  steadily  and  frequently  violated  ? — I  do  not  think  it  makes 
the  people  respect  the  law  or  the  law  makers. 

14136.  You  took  a  prominent  part  in  securing  the  passage  of  the  Scott  Act,  did  you 
not  1 — I  did,  I  worked  for  it. 

14137.  How  many  years  experience  of  it  have  you  had? — Here,  in  Moncton,  since 
it  has  beei»in  force. 

14138.  And  you  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  it  has  not  worked  well? — I  think 
there  is  no  doubt  about  that ;  every  man  can  testify  to  that. 

14139.  Is  there  any  difficulty  in  the  way  ?  Are  the  authorities  here  securing  the 
necessary  officers  and  assistance  to  carry  it  out ;  why  is  it  not  enforced  here ;  what  is  the 
trouble  ?— I  cannot  certainly  answer  that.  I  think  it  depends  on  the  conception  men 
have  of  the  law.  These  men  are  bound  in  conscience  to  have  the  law  enforced  ;  they 
are  bound  to  do  so  by  the  law  of  God  and  by  society.  If  they  think  the  law  is  not  sanc- 
tioned, I  suppose  it  is  because  their  conscience  tells  them  it  is  not  the  law,  that  they  do 
not  enforce  it. 

14140.  Are  the  police  constables  to  be  the  judges  of  whether  it  should  be  enforced 
or  not,  or  are  they  ftcting  under  the  authority  of  those  who  appoint  them? — A  man  might 
believe  a  law  was  law  and  that  he  must  enforce  it,  but  if  he  thought  it  was  not,  he  would 
not  feel  bound  to  enforce  it. 

14141.  The  evidence  is  that  the  Police  Committee  give  instructions  to  enforce  the 
law.  The  evidence  is  that  there  are  at  least  twelve  or  fifteen  places  here  where  liquor 
IB  sold.  Are  the  officers  doing  their  duty  in  neglecting  to  enforce  the  law,  or  are  they 
acting  in  accordance  with  public  opinion  ? — That  is  a  theological  question!  Were  I  in 
a  policeman's  position,  I  would  enforce  the  law,  being  a  policeman  and  paid  for  the  work. 
But  whether  he  is  bound  to  enforce  it  or  not,  is  a  bigger  question. 

14142.  Would  the  appointment  of  more  officers  do  it? — I  do  not  see  the  necessity 
of  any  more  officers  in  regard  to  this  law  than  in  regard  to  any  other.  If  it  is  law, 
they  are  bound  to  enforce  it.  They  may  act  in  good  faith  or  they  may  be  in  bad  faith  ; 
they  themselves  are  the  judges  of  that. 

14143.  Could  you  suggest  any  recommendations  the  Commissioners  could  make  to 
Parliament,  rendering  the  law  more  easy  of  enforcement.  Would  the  appointment  of 
Dominion  or  Provincial  officers  be  better  ? — No,  I  think  not. 

14144.  After  your  experience  of  the  Scott  Act,  what  is  your  present  opinion  ? — I 
think  it  is  a  farce ;  and  though  I  was  in  favour  of  it,  and  supported  it,  and  though  the 
law  is  good  in  itself,  still  I  would  repeal  it  now. 

14145.  Or  enforce  it  ? — One  of  the  two. 

14146.  Would  the  appointment  of  an  Inspector  by  the  city,  whose  sole  duty  it 
would  be  to  enforce  the  law,  be  an  improvement? — I  do  not  see  how  it  would  be,  as 
these  men  are  bound  by  their  oaths  of  office. 

14147.  Have  you  any  experience  through  the  county  and  the  province? — No. 
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14148.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  t)p6ration  of  the  law  in  Maine?— Nothing 
but  hearsay. 

By  Mr,  GigatUt  : 

14149.  What  kind  of  wine  must  be  used  for  sacramental  purposes  in  the  Catholic 
church  ? — Fermented.     There  is  no  wine  but  what  is  fermented,  as  Dr.  Stewart  said. 

14150.  Would  you  favour  a  law  which  would  prevent  the  use  of  fermented  wine 
for  sacramental  purposes  1 — Not  unless  we  went  against  the  teachings  of  the  di^rch, 
and  the  law  of  Christ. 

14151.  Do  you  think  a  portion  of  the  people  have  the  right  to  enact  such  a  law  t~ 
If  a  man  believes  that  he  is  right,  he  may  act  according  to  his  belief. 

14152.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  reasonable  I — As  a  Catholic,  I  think  it  would 
not. 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

14153.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a  just  law  which  would  meet  with  the  views  of  a 
majority  against  the  views  and  conscientious  scruples  of  a  minority  ? — I  do  ifot  see  how 
a  majority  could,  pass  such  an  Act,  having  regard  for  religious  freedom.  I  believe 
every  religious  community  has  a  right  to  its  own  views. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

14154.  If  the  law  could  be  enforced,  would  you  prefer  its  enforcement  to  its  repeal t 
—Yes.  '  # 


Rev.  WALTER  B.  HINSON,  of  Moncton,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  fol- 
lows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald  ; 

14155.  What  is  your  occupation  or  calling? — I  am  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist 
church. 

14156.  How  long  have  you  been  pastor  of  that  church  ? — Since  1885. 

14157.  Did  you  receive  a  series  of  questions  from  the  Commission? — Yes. 

14158.  Have  you  answered  them  ?— -I  am  answering  them. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

14159.  You  have  had  opportunity  of  observing  the  working  of  the  Soott  Act! 
—Yes. 

14160.  What  are  the  results  of  your  observation  of  the  enforcement  of  the  law  in 
Moncton,  and  the  effects  of  that  enforcement  ? — I  helped  to  bring  the  law  into  opera- 
tion in  this  county,  and  I  should  re-double  my  efforts  now.  Such  is  my  verdict  r^;ard- 
ing  the  working  of  the  Scott  Act. 

14161.  It  has  been  stated  in  evidence  by  a  number  of  gentlemen  tl^t  the  hiw  is 
in  a  considerable  degree  a  failure.  Do  I  understand  from  what  you  say  that  in  spite  of 
the  difficulties  that  beset  the  law  and  in  spite  of  the  degree  of  failure  of  ^orcement,  it 
has  had  a  good  effect  ? — I  do  mean  that. 

14162.  In  what  respect? — It  has  made  drinking  more  disreputable.  It  has  in  my 
own  congregation ;  therefore,  my  own  experience  is  that  it  has  lessened  drunkeuness. 
And  while  there  may  have  been  a  failure  or  a  partial  failure  regarding  the  enforcement 
of  the  law,  I  believe  the  law  in  itself  to  be  a  good  one. 

14263.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  failure  to  enforce  it? — Perhaps,  in  the  first 
place,  to  the  fact  that  the  people  have  one  opinion  respecting  the  enforcement  of  almost 
every  other  law,  and  a  decidedly  different  opinion  as  to  the  enforcement  of  the  temper 
ance  law. 

Rev.  Henry  A.  Meahan. 
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14364.  What  ia  the  difference? — Every  one  considers  the  enforcement  of  the  law 
against  theft  to  be  proper  and  right.  All  people  do  not  consider  the  enforcement  of 
other  statutes,  for  instance  the  Scott  Act,  to  be  necessary. 

14365.  Why  do  you  think  people  regard  the  violation  of  the  Scott  Act  as  different 
from  the  violation  of  any  other  law? — If  another  law  were  being  violated  as  the  Scott 
Act  is,  there  would  be  a  demand  from  quarters  outside  for  the  enforcement  of  the  law. 
That  also  touches  the  question  of  witnesses,  and  perjury  in  Court. 

14366.  As  to  perjury  in  cases  under  the  Scotf  Act,  have  you  any  opinion  as  to  that  ? 
— I  think  it  exists. 

14367.  To  a  great  extent? — I  am  not  prepared  to  say  as  to  the  extent. 

14368.  How  do  you  account  for  it?  Do  you  think  there  is  more  perjury  by  wit- 
nesses called  in  cases  of  violation  of  the  Scott  Act  than  in  ordinary  cases  ? — I  think 
people  who  commit  perjury  in  connection  with  the  Scott  Act  would  probably  commit 
it  in  connection  with  any  other  Act. 

1 4369.  Then  you  do  not  make  the  Scott  Act  responsible  for  the  perjury? — No.  I  notice 
in  England  they  put  a  ferret  in  a  hole  with  a  colony  of  rats,  and  instantly  a  great  number 
of  rats  appear  from  their  holes.  The  ferret  does  not  create  the  other  rats,  but  simply 
makes  them  appear. 

14370.  Have  the  cases  of  appeal  had  the  effect  of  making  the  enforcement  less 
effective  ? — Certainly. 

14371.  Have  there  been  serious  delays  in  Moncton  cases  ? — Very  serious  delays. 

14372.  How  lengthy   delays   soipetimes?     lean  scarcely   answer   that   question. 
14372a.  Has  there  been  serious  and  vexatious  litigation  on  more  than  one  occasion  ? 

—Yes. 

14373.  And  you  have  remarked  that  that  has  weakened  the  efforts  to  enforce  the 
law  ? — I  have. 

14374.  That  it  has  weakened  the  determination  of  the  peopled — Yes. 

14375.  Have  the  people  of  Moncton  interested  in  observance  of  the  law,  done  little, 
or  done  much,  or  don^  nothing  to  help  to  enforce  it  ? — The  opinion  of  the  Magistrate  is 
— ^it  is  not  mine — that  the  people  have  done  nothing. 

14176.  What  have  the  people  done  ? — The  people,  in  the  first  place,  proved  by  their 
vote  in  1888  that  they  were  in  favour  of  retaining  the  Scott  Act ;  and  as  the  Scott  Act 
was  being  enforced  at  that  time,  they  also  proved  by  their  increased  majority  that  they 
were  favourable  to  the  enforcement  of.  it.  In  addition  to  that,  if  public  opinion  in  the 
shape  of  public  meetings  is  an  indication,  the  temperance  people  have  not  been  back- 
ward in  evidencing  their  sympathy. 

14177.  Has  there  been  a  Committee  of  citizens  at  any  time? — Yes. 

14178.  Were  they  active  ? — I  think  they  were. 

14179.  Was  money  subscribed  and  expended  ? — Yes. 

14180.  And  these  things  were  done  in  order  that  the  Act  might  be  better  enforced  ? 
—Yes. 

14181.  Was  the  Act  better  enforced  during  that  activity  ? — Yes,  better  than  any 
time  since. 

14182.  Or  previously? — In  some  things  it  was.  Whether  there  was  an  increased 
«anount  of  revenue  derived  from  the  enforcement  of  the  Act,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say. 
The  Secretary  of  that  Committee  can  give  you  that  information ;  therefore,  I  need 
not  guess  at  it. 

14183.  Have  you  observed  that  when  the  Act  has  been  well  enforced,  there  has 
been  a  manifest  decrease  of  drunkenness,  and  other  improvements  ? — ^I  see  less  drunken- 
ness in  Moncton  to-day  than  I  did  during  the  earliest  months  of  my  pastorate. 

14184.  The  Scott  Act  was  in  force  when  you  came  here  ? — Yes. 

14185.  You  have  had  no  experience  of  Moncton  under  license? — No;  I  have  only 
had  that  experience  in  England. 

14186.  From  your  experience  of  license  in  England,  and  your  experience  here  under 
prohibition,  which  is  the  better  ? — I  think  decidedly  the  community  under  the  Scott  Act. 

14187.  What  is  the  attitude  of  your  church  towards  this  question  of  the  prohibi- 
tion of  the  traffic — that  is  your  own  local  church  ? — We  should  expel  from  membership 
a  man  who  sold  rum. 
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14188.  Does  your  church  covenant  require  abstinence? — Yes. 

14189.  Have  you  any  means  of  knowing  whether  your  church  members  hold  strong 
views  as  to  the  prohibition  of  the  trade  ? — The  church  I  represent  would  overwhelmingly 
carry  prohibition  to-night — that  is  the  local  church. 

14190.  What  is  its  strength  ?— The  last  Year  Book  gives  it  as  nearly  900. 

14191.  In  yoUr  congregation  or  in  the  membership  ? — The  membership.  The 
statistics  of  the  last  Year  Book  give  the  membership  as  878. 

14192.  What  is  the  attitude  of  your  denomination,  say  in  New  Brunswick  ?— lean 
give  you  that  from  the  report  of  the  denomination  in  reference  to  temperance.  I 
happened  to  be  a  member  of  that  committee,  and  the  report  is  in  the  Year  Book.  It  is 
very  brief,  but  it  is  very  expressive.     (Appendix  14.) 

14193.  That  is  the  report  of  your  Convention? — Yes. 

14194.  And  that  represents  three  provinces? — Yes. 

14195.  W^hat  is  the  membership  ? — About  50,000  actual  communicants;  adherents, 
200,000. 

14196.  I  understand,  then,  that  your  congregation  is  strongly  in  favour  of  a  general 
prohibitory  law  ? — Certainly.  / 

14197..  Have  you  thought  it  would  be  a  proper  thing  to  compensate  men  who  have 
capital  invested  in  the  business  ? — The  idea  has  always  impressed  me  as  peculiar,  that 
people  should  be  compensated  for  violating  the  law  now  on  the  statute-book. 

14198.  But  where  brewers  and  distillers  are  doing  what  is  now  a  legal  business, 
if  a  prohibitory  law  destroyed  that  business,  would  you  compensate  them  1—1 
would  not. 

By  Mr.  Gigatdt  : 

14199.  Would  you  favour  the  adoption  of  a  prohibitory  law,  prohibiting  the  impor- 
tation of  fermented  wine  1 — As  a  member  of  the  denomination  which  passed  a  report 
which  excludes  the  importation,  except  for  sacramental,  medicinal  and  other  purposes, 
I  decline  to  answer  the  question,  as  I  would  not  be  in  line  with  my  denomination  unless 
I  stated  what  they  have  themselves  declared. 

14200.  Would  you  vote  for  that? — I  certainly  would  vote  for  that  law. 

14201.  You  would  not  allow  the  introduction  for  sacramental  purposes  ? — I  would 
vote  for  that  law. 

Bi/  Mr,  Vlurke  : 

14202.  Do  you  bar  from  membership  people  who  are  not  total  abstainers  ?— I  am 
not  aware  of  a  single  member  of  the  church  who  is  not  a  total  abstainer. 

14203.  Is  total  abstinence  a  pre-requisite  to  membership  ? — It  is  supposed  to  be. 

14204.  And  as  to  the  adherents? — As  far  as  I  know. 

14205.  The  Baptists  of  these  three  provinces  are  all  total  abstainers? — That  is  my 
opinion. 

14206.  Where  did  the  compiler  of  the  statistics  get  his  information  as  to  the  num- 
ber of  members  ? — From  the  Clerk  of  the  church. 

14207.  Is  the  law  being  enforced  now  to  the  same  extent  as  it  has  been  since  it  was 
voted  upon  and  adopted  ? — I  think  there  were  some  evidences  of  stricter  enforcement 
during  the  time  the  committee  of  private  citizens  had  it  in  charge.     * 

14208.  Do  you  think  there  are  a  sufficient  number  of  officers  appointed  by  the 
municipality  to  enforce  the  law,  or  that  those  who  have  been  appointed  policemen  are 
derelict  in  their  duty  ? — I  have  always  favoured  the  appointment  of  a  special  officer  for 
the  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act  in  the  city. 

1 4209.  Do  you  think  the  police  are  derelict  in  their  duty  ? — Out  of  respect  for  the 
police,  I  would  prefer  not  to  answer. 

14210.  Were  any  resolutions  passed  by  the  meetings  you  refer  to,  in  order  to  secure 
the  appointment  of  an  officer  to  enforce  the  Act  ? — I  know  it  was  mentioned  frequently 
at  the  public  meetings. 

1421 1.  Was  any  resolution  specially  passed  ? — I  do  not  know  of  any. 

14212.  Do  you  know  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  appointment  of  a  special 
officer  by  the  City  Council  to  enforce  the  law  ? — No. 

Rev.  Walter  B.  Hinson. 
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14213.  Is  there  any  reason  why  it  should  not  be  brought  forward  at  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  Council,  if  the  rules  permit  ? — No,  not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

14214.  Did  you  hear  the  evidence  of  the  Marshal  as  to  the  number  of  places  where 
liquor  is  sold  ? — Yes. 

14215.  Did  you  hear  what  he  said  as  to  the  appeals  from  the  Stipendiary,  that  he 
prosecutes  and  goes  on  prosecuting? — Yes. 

14216.  Then  in  what  way  have  appeals  interfered  with  the  enforcement  of  the  law  ? 
— During  the  time  some  of  those  appeals  were  pending,  it  was  impossible  to  proceed  with 
the  enforcement  of  the  law  against  those  particular  persons  ;  and  further,  it  tended  to 
weaken  the  opinion  of  the  public  who  favoured  the  Scott  Act. 

14217.  But  the  officer  said  he  proceeded  against  them  on  first  offences  1 — I  have  to 
say  that  as  a  member  of  that  committee  of  private  citizens,  we  often  found  ourselves 
hampered  by  an  appeal  having  been  taken.  I  do  not  reflect  on  the  Marshal's  statement, 
but  that  is  my  experience. 

14218.  What  was  the  plan  of  action  adopted  by  your  committee? — The  procuring 
of  evidence,  and  the  laying  of  a  complaint. 

14219.  How  did  you  procure  evidence  ? — That  I  cannot  tell.  Sometimes  I  think 
it  was  voluntary. 

14220.  Was  it  voluntary  at  all  times? — No,  I  think  at  one  time  we  had  a  person 
employed. 

14221.  To  secure  evidence  and  obtain  convictions? — I  think  so. 

14222.  Could  you  suggest  any  other  amendments  to  the  law  or  make  any  practical 
suggestions  that  your  observations  may  lead  you  to  believe  would  tend  to  the  better 
enforcement  of  the  law  ? — No. 

14223.  As  to  the  appointment  of  Dominion  or  Provincial  officials? — No,  I  have 
no  suggestion  to  offer. 

14224.  Do  you  think  the  law  can  be  fairly  well  enforced  ? — I  think  so. 

14225.  And  if  it  is  not  enforced,  do  you  attribute  the  lack  of  enforcement  to  a 
weakening  or  apathy  in  the  public  mind  and  public  sentiment  ? — Very  partially.  I 
should  place  more  stress  on  the  interference  and  lack  of  activity  on  the  part  of  the 
officials. 

14226.  The  officials  are  appointed  by  the  City  Council? — Yes. 

14227.  Does  the  City  Council  generally  reflect  the  views  of  the  citizens? — I 
would  not  care  to  answer  that  question. 

14228.  If  it  was  a  notorious  fact  that  the  officials  did  not  discharge  their  duty,  if 
there  was  a  strong  public  opinion  in  favour  of  the  enforcement  of  the  law,  would  that 
find  expression  in  the  discharge  of  the  officers  and  the  appointment  of  others  ? — It  did 
in  one  case. 

14229.  When  was  that? — Did  the  Marshal  tell  you  how  long  he  had  been  in  office? 

14230.  Two  or  three  years? — Then  it  was  two  or  three  years  ago. 

14231.  Are  things  better  now  in  those  respects  since  the  present  Marshal  was 
appointed  ? — I  am  of  the  opinion  that  they  are  better. 

14232.  You  did  not  Bfear  in  his  evidence  a  statement  as  to  the  number  of  places  that 
he  believes  now  exist  where  liquor  is  sold  ? — About  a  dozen,  he  said. 

14233.  Have  you  any  reason  to  doubt  the  accuracy  of  that  statement? — I  could 
neither  deny  it,  nor  affirm  it.  I  know  liquor  is  sold ;  but  as  to  the  number  of  places,  I 
could  not  answer  that  question. 

By  Bev.  Dr,  McLeod  : 

14234.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  enforcement  of  the  law  in  the  county,  outside 
of  Moncton  ? — Very  little. 

14235.  Do  you  know  anything  about  it  in  Albert  County  ?— Very  little,  indeed. 

14236.  You  are  not  able  to  say  whether  it  is  well  or  poorly  enforced  there  ? — No. 

14237.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  general  opinion  in  the  county  as  to  the 
usefulness  of  the  law  ? — I  know  it  came  into  force  in  this  county  in  1 884  by  a  majority 
in  favour  of  it  between  70  and  80  ;  and  in  the  voting  for  the  repeal  in  1888,  over  700  of 
a  majority  were  in  favour  of  continuing  the  Act.  The  majority  for  the  Act  in  Moncton 
in  1884  was  about  100,  and  the  majority  in  1888  was  between  400  and  500. 
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14238.  You  would  regard  that  as  an  indication  of  a  growing  favourable  opinum  ?— 
Yes,  that  would  be  my  opinion. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

14239.  How  do  you  account  for  the  fact  that  notwithstanding  this  large  majority, 
vigorous  measures  are  not  taken  to  secure  the  punishment  of  evil  doers  in  the  way  of 
those  who  persistently  break  the  law  % — I  have  never  tried  to  account  for  the  fact  1 
simply  state  the  fact. 


DAVID  POTTINGER,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  :— 
By  Judge  McDonald : 

14240.  What  is  your  residence? — Moncton. 

14241.  You  are  the  Chief  Superintendent  of  the  Intercolonial  Railway  t— Yes. 

14242.  How  long  have  you  held  that  position? — Since  February,  1879, 

14243.  Can  you  give  us,  in  round  figures,  the  number  of  employees  ? — About  3,500. 

14244.  How  many  of  those  would  probably  make  their  homes  in  Monct(Hit~ 
About  1,050. 

14245.  Some  of  those  are  on  the  road  a  good  deal? — About  150  are  train  men,  and 
the  others  are  in  the  workshops. 

1 4246.  About  nine  hundred  are  permanent  residents  here  ? — Yes,  about  that  number. 

14247.  Is  there  any  rule  as  to  whether  the  men  shall  partake  of  intoxicating 
beverages  or  not  ? — There  is  no  rule  except  ihat  they  shall  not  do  it  to  excess. 

14248.  You  have  no  rule  as  to  total  abstainers  or  moderate  drinkers,  but  simply  as 
to  a  man  injuring  his  working  powers  ? — I  have  the  circulars  issued  by  order  of  the 
Department  in  reference  to  that.  I  produce  the  circulars  of  the  Department.  [Appendix 
15.  J  It  has  always  been  the  rule  of  the  railway  to  dismiss  for  intemperance,  and  the 
rule  was  stricly  enforced  after  1883. 

14249.  How  do  you  find  those  rules  observed?  Are  they  carried  out t— Very 
generally.     We  have  a  very  good  lot  of  men. 

14250.  The  rules  work  well? — I  think  that  rule  has  worked  well. 

14251.  Have  you  any  refreshment  rooms  in  connection  with  Uie  railway  in  other 
than  Scott  Act  counties? — Yes. 

14252.  Are  any  licenses  attached  to  them  ? — No,  we  do  not  allow  them  to  sell 
any  intoxicating  liquor,  not  even  ale. 

14253.  Do  you  find  the  effect  of  that  rule  beneficial?  Have  you  been  troubled 
by  people  in  the  neighbourhood  starting  up  the  sale  ? — I  do  not  know  that  you  can  call 
it  starting  up,  but  at  several  points  on  the  line  there  are  liquor  shops  near  where  our 
chief  locomotive  stations  are,  and  they  have  always  been  there,nnore  or  less. 

14254.  We  understood  on  one  railway  that  after  the  abolition  of  station  bars, 
places  of  that  kind  started  up  which  were  troublesome  to  the  railway  ? — We  have  no 
such  experience. 

14255.  Most  of  your  places  are  where  the  Scott  Act  is  in  force  ? — We  have  one 
refreshment  room  at  Truro,  one  at  Amherst,  and  one  here ;  one  at  St.  John,  which  is 
not  under  the  Scott  Act,  and  one  at  Trois  Pistoles,  in  the  County  of  Teniiscoaata,  and 
one  at  L^vis,  in  the  County  of  L^vis. 

14256.  Were  you  ever  troubled  before  these  rules  were  adopted  with  men  who  were 
given  to  drinking  to  excess  ? — There  always  was,  and  I  suppose  always  will  be  that 
trouble.  But  we  have  had  less  trouble  since  these  rules  were  adopted,  mainly  because 
they  have  been  strictly  enforced,  and  when  a  man  is  dismissed  for  breaking  them,  he  is 
not  again  employed.  Formerly  men  dismissed  for  being  intoxicated  were  sometimes  re- 
employed out  of  pity  for  themselves  or  their  families,  but  this  did  no  good  as  they  went 
back  before  long  to  their  old  habit. 

Rev.  Walter  B.  Hinson. 
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14267.  So  it  has  been  found  to  work  well  1 — It  has  been  found  to  work  well. 

14258.  Have  you  known  anything  of  the  working  of  the  Scott  Act  in  any  way  ? — 
No ;  I  know  very  little  about  it. 

B^  Mr,  Cld^rke  : 

14259.  You  reside  in  Moncton  ? — Yes. 

14260.  Do  you  know  anything  of  its  operations  here  ? — Not  personally.  I  know 
vwy  little  about  the  town,  only  from  hearsay. 

14261.  What  is  the  general  opinion  ? — It  is  not  enforced,  that  is  very  evident. 

14262.  You  do  not  know  anything  about  it  personally  ? — No. 

14263.  Do  you  know  of  any  railway  company  or  large  corporation  employing  hun- 
dreds of  men,  as  the  Intercolonial  Railway  does,  who  have  not  taken  steps  in  the 
direction  of  temperance  by  threatening  dismissal  in  case  of  intemperance,  or  in  case  of 
not  being  fit  for  duty  when  called  upon  ? — No,  that  is  the  general  rule  ;  but  we  have 
gone  further  than  most  other  railways,  for,  if  our  men  are  the  worse  for  liquor  even 
when  they  are  not  on  duty,  we  dismiss  them.     That  is  further  than  others  have  gone. 

14264.  That  rigid  policy  meets  the  approval  of  the  Government  ? — I  believe  so,  it 
was  ordered  by  the  Minister  of  Railways  and  Canals. 

14265.  Are  all  railway  refreshment  rooms  conducted  on  the  same  rule  as  yours? — 
Not  all,  I  think. 

14266.  Are  those  on  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  and  the  Grand  Trunk? — I 
cannot  state  positively. 

14267.  Have  you  noticed  any  marked  increase  in  drunkenness  in  this  city  since 
the  Scott  Act  came  into  force  ? — There  has  been  a  decrease  generally  everywhere,  I 
think,  and  so  here. 

14268.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that  ? — To  moral  suasion,  and  the  influence  of 
churches  and  societies. 

14269.  Do  you  think  the  Scott  Act  was  a  factor  to  a  gi*eat  extent  ? — Not  to  any 
extent,  I  think. 

14270.  What  do  you  think  is  the  moral  effect  on  the  community  of  having  a  law 
like  the  Scott  Act  on  the  statute-book  which  is  not  enforced  1 — My  personal  opinion 
is  that  it  would  not  be  good. 

14271.  I  suppose  you  could  not  make  suggestions  as  to  how  the  Act  could  be  more 
easily  enforced  ? — I  have  never  considered  that  matter. 

14272.  Do  you  know  of  any  town  of  about  the  same  population  as  Moncton,  where 
there  is  a  license  law,  with  which  you  could  compare  with  Moncton  as  to  general  sobriety  ? 
— I  do  not. 

By  Mr,  Gigault  : 

14273.  Do  you  know  if  a  large  quantity  of  liquor  comes  here  by  your  railway  for 
persons  residing  in  Moncton  ? — A  considerable  quantity  comes  here,  but  T  do  not  know 
how  much. 

By  Rev,  pr,  McLeod  : 

1 4274.  I  think  your  rules  mention  the  frequenting  of  drink  shops.  Are  men  dismissed 
if  they  show  any  signs  of  being  subject  to  the  drink  habit  ? — They  are.  In  regard  to  these 
circulars  generally — we  have  great  difficulty  in  enforcing  them  because  the  people  think 
they  are  so  severe — and  in  regard  to  that  point  of  frequenting,  it  is  difficult  to  draw  the 
line,  as  in  some  cases  it  would  debar  an  employ^  from  boarding  at  a  hotel. 

14275.  But  if  he  is  known  to  frequent  a  drink  shop  other  than  an  hotel  where  he 
might  board,  would  he  be  put  under  suspension  1 — He  would  be  subject  to  dismissal. 

14276.  Not  because  he  is  under  the  influence  of  liquor,  but  because  he  ii  less  trust- 
worthy because  of  the  frequent  visits  to  that  drink  shop  ? — Yes ;  he  would  not  be  likely 
to  be  there  without  drinking. 

14277.  Do  you  attribute  the  decrease  in  the  drinking  habits  of  your  employees  to 
the  enforcement  of  your  rules  ? — Largely,  and  to  the  general  improvement  in  the  habits 
of  the  people  of  the  country. 
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14278.  But  if  your  rules  were  repealed,  have  you  any  reason  to  believe  there  woald 
be  more  drinking  amongst  your  men  ?- — No  doubt  there  would  be. 

14279.  So  those  rules  are  a  prohibition  so  far  as  they  go,  and  their  enforcement  has 
a  good  effect  ? — T  do  not  know  how  you  make  it  a  prohibition.  It  is  a  prohibition  from 
getting  drunk. 

14280.  But  it  is  a  prohibition  from  getting  drinks? — Yes. 

14281.  And  it  has- a  good  effect,  according  to  your  accQunt,  on  your  men^Yes. 

14282.  Have  any  accidents  on  your  road  at  any  time  been  traceable  to  drinking 
employees  ? — At  the  present  moment  I  cannot  remember  any  one  in  particular. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

14283.  Do  you  think  the  fact  that  the  Scott  Act  is  the  law  here  prevents  any  of 
your  men  getting  liquor  here  if  they  choose  to  do  so  ? — Not  in  the  least. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

14284.  And  you  do  not  prevent  your  employees  having  liquor  in  their  houses  for 
domestic  use,  so  long  as  they  do  not  get  intoxicated  ? — Not  in  the  least. 


GEORGE  J.  ROBB,  of  Moncton,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  :— 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 
14285-86.  What  is  your  calling  or  occupation  ? — City  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  and 
Receiver  of  Taxes,  of  Moncton. 

14287.  How  long  have  you  held  those  positions? — Since  May,   1891. 

14288.  You  receive  the  fines  from  the  Police  Magistrate? — Yes,  monthly,  except 
Scott  Act  fines.  I  get  them  as  they  are  paid  in.  The  Marshal  generally  brings  them  to 
me  as  they  are  paid. 

14289.  Do  you  pay  the  salaries  of  officers? — I  do. 

14290.  Do  you  keep  track  of  the  expenditure  of  the  city  generally  ? — Yes. 

14291.  In  the  returns  of  the  Police  Magistrate,  does  he  give  the  number  of  convic- 
tions and  the  offences  for  which  they  are  made  ? — The  returns  embrace  the  names  of  and 
amount  paid  by  the  persons  fined,  except  for  Scott  Act  convictions,  which  are  separate. 
In  the  ordinary  fines  the  name  and  the  amount  only  are  given. 

14292.  Do  not  the  returns  show  wliether  the  conviction  is  for  drunkenness  or  breach 
of  city  by-law,  or  anything  of  that  kind  ? — No. 

14293.  Did  you  hear  the  statement  of  the  Chief  Marshal  as  to  the  number  of  fines! 
— Yes,  I  have  just  about  the  same  statement  he  had.  There  is  little  difference,  except 
in  his  reading.  In  1888  there  were  216  arrests,  I  think.  He  read  206.  In  1889,  the 
Scott  Act  fines  collected,  he  read  $2,000.     It  should  be  $2,100.     [Appendix  16.] 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

14294.  Are  these  the  total  arrests  made  in  a  year  ? — Yes,  according  to  the  poHce 
records. 

14295.  Would  it  be  difficult  to  prepare  a  statement  showing  the  number  out  of  these 
total  arrests  which  were  for  drunkenness  ? — About  two-thirds  of  these  were  for  drunk- 
enness. 

1 4296.  Have  you  noticed  a  decrease  in  drunkenness  since  the  appointment  of  th« 
present  Chief  Marshal  ? — I  am  not  in  a  position  to  know.  I  am  not  round  the  streets 
very  much,  I  am  in  the  office  or  the  house. 

14297.  But  you  go  home  to  your  meals? — Yes. 

14298.  But  you  have  not  an  opportunity  of  judging? — Not  sufficient  to  give  an 
opinion. 

14299.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  operation  of  the  law  ? — I  do  not  know. 

14300.  Has  any  attempt  been  made  in  the  last  few  years  to  appoint  an  Inspector! 
—No. 

14301.  Is  there  any  obstacle  in  the  way  ? — No. 
David  Pottinger, 
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FRANK  E.  McCULLY,  of  Moncton,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : — 
By  Judge  McDonald : 

14302.  What  is  your  calling  or  occupation? — Barrister. 

14303.  Do  you  hold  any  official  position  in  connection  with  the  Scott  Act? — I  am 
Prosecuting  Attorney  for  the  County  of  Westmoreland  outside  of  the  city. 

14304.  Appointed  by  whom  ? — By  the  City  Council. 

14305.  Endorsed  by  the  Government? — I  think  not. 

14306.  You  are  not  Inspector  of  Licenses? — Quasi-Inspector,  appointed  more  par- 
ticularly with  a  view  to  conducting  the  cases  after  the  information  is  placed  in  my  hands. 

14307.  Have  you  any  difficulty  in  enforcing  the  law? — Considerable  difficulty. 

14308.  Can  you  make  any  suggestions  as  to  the  amendment  of  the  law? — One 
decided  obstacle  is  that  witnesses  have  to  be  brought  from  long  distances  and  they  are 
paid  nothing,  no  witness  fees,  or  mileage  or  anything  for  the  day  ;  and  to  place  the  Scott 
Act  on  any  fair  basis  as  to  enforcement,  the  witnesses  should  be  treated  more  fairly  and 
should  be  paid  their  mileage  and  for  the  day  as  in  civil  suits.  The  witnesses  claim 
that  it  is  very  unfair  to  be  dragged  away  from  their  work  on  matters  in  which  they 
have  no  concern;  and  it  seems  to  be  very  unjust. 

14309.  Is  there  anything  else? — Also  as  to  the  appointment  of  Magistrates.  I 
think  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates  all  have  stipends.  The 
Police  Magistrates  are  paid  by  stipends,  and  I  think  there  was  some  misunderstanding 
when  the  present  schedule  of  fees  was  arranged.  The  fee  of  each  Magistrate  was 
arranged  as  for  one  having  a  salary  and  conducting  official  work.  The  Magistrates  in 
Westmoreland  have  no  salary  but  are  paid  by  fees  ;  and  the  Magistrate  often  has  to  try 
these  Scott  Act  cases  for  five  or  six  or  more  days,  and  he  only  gets  about  $2  a  case  as 
his  fee,  and  that  does  not  in  any  way  recompense  him  for  the  time  spent  in  trying  the 
cases.     The  result  is  that  Magistrates  are  often  averse  to  trying  cases. 

14310.  Would  you  recommend  an  increase  of  fees? — I  say  that  the  Magistrates 
should  be  paid,  as  they  are  in  civil  cases,  so  much  per  folio ;  then  there  would  be  no 
difficulty. 

14311.  What,  then,  would  you  suggest  in  cases  of  dismissal  of  offenders  or  non-col- 
lection ?  How  would  you  recommend  the  fees  should  be  paid  in  that  case :  by  the 
County  ? — III  all  cases  they  should  be  paid  by  the  County. 

143 1 2.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  well  that  there  should  be  special  officers  appointed 
by  some  central  authority  ? — I  think  it  is  the  only  way  in  which  the  Act  can  be  fairly 
enforced. 

14313.  Now  the  County  Council  may  appoint  an  official  for  that  purpose? — Yes. 

14314.  Would  you  suggest  that  the  Dominion  Government  or  the  Provincial  Grov- 
emment  should  appoint,  or  that  the  Provincial  Government  should  compel  the  County 
Council  to  appoint,  leaving  them  to  make  the  appointment  ? — In  the  present  condition 
of  the  Municipal  Councils,  taking  into  consideration  the  fact  that  public  opinion  is  some- 
what divided,  and  somewhat  differently  and  not  fairly  represented  in  the  Councils,  that 
they  are  not  unanaimous  on  this  subject,  I  think  it  would  be  better  for  the  Dominion 
Government  to  appoint  and  pay  the  officials. 

14315.  Or  would  you  propose  that  they  should  get  the  fines? — That  would  be 
another  consideration. 

14316.  If  the  Dominion  Government  said  :  as  long  as  you  make  provision  for  pay- 
ment, we  will  pay  ;  they  might  do  so.  The  Provincial  Government  would  have  no 
difficulty  in  saying :  You  must  pay.  But  I  do  not  know  any  machinery  that  the  Do- 
minion Government  could  adopt  to  make  the  County  Council  pay  ? — The  machinery  of 
the  Scott  Act  would  have  to  be  re^modelled  to  bring  that  about. 

14317.  Would  carrying  out  the  present  Order  in  Council,  appropriating  fines,  raise 
a  sufficient  sum  to  remunerate  the  officer  ? — Sometibaes  it  would,  and  sometimes  it  would 
not.  There  are  many  cases  in  the  county,  and  particularly  in  the  rural  districts,  where 
large  costs  are  incurred  in  prosecuting  the  offender,  and  he  is  worthless.  He  goes  to 
jail,  and  that  throws  costs  on  the  community,  in  addition  to  the  costs  of  prosecution,  and 
the  ratepayers  complain. 
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14318.  No  difficulty  would  be  found  if  the  officer  so  acted  as  to  stamp  out  offenders ; 
but  his  occupation  would  be  gone? — Yes,  unless  he  was  paid  a  fixed  salary. 

14319.  Do  you  think  the  Dominion  (Government  should  appoint  the  official  and 
pay  a  fixed  salary? — Yes,  that  is  the^gical  way. 

14320.  Are  there  any  other  suggestions  you  could  make?  How  should  your 
Magistrates  be  paid  ? — By  fees. 

14321.  By  whom? — They  should  all  be  paid  by  the  Dominion  Government,  as  are 
the  other  officials. 

14322.  What  abjut  the  prosecuting  counsel ;  would  you  let  him  take  his  chances? 
— He  should  be  made  safe.  You  cannot  get  any  one  to  undertake  prosecutions  unless 
he  is  paid  for  it. 

14323.  You  would  prefer,  in  the  first  place,  the  Dominion  €k>veniiDttit  to  appoint 
all  the  officers  and  pay  them  ? — I  would. 

14324.  Would  you  suggesti  ^at  the  Dominisii  Government  should  appoint  Magis 
trates  speoially  to  enloroe  tbe  Act? — Na  I  think  the  Commissioners  of  the  City  Courts 
car  ihe  IxaAioes  of  the  Peace  should  do  that. 

14325.  You  would  have  them  appoint  Inspectors  and  pay  the  fees  of  the  Inspector, 
the  non-collectable  fees  of  the  Magistrate,  and  the  fees  of  the  prosecutor  l—Yes. 

14326.  And,  in  the  next  place,  if  that  were  not  done,  you  think  the  Provincial 
or  Dominion  Governments  should  appoint  them? — Yes,  and  compel  the  Municipal 
authorities  to  act  as  in  the  case  of  the  Board  of  Health,  where  fees  are  levied.  Under 
the  Scott  Act  it  is  optional  with  the  Council  whether  they  will  appoint  officials  or  not 
That  is  one  of  the  great  difficulties  in  the  enforcement  of  the  Act.  The  officers  are  not 
paid  enough. 

14327.  Have  you  any  other  suggestion  ? — There  might  be  some  advantage  in  taking 
away  the  right  of  certiorariy  and  having  a  speedy  trial  before  the  County  Judge.  TTie 
appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court,  necessitating  a  delay  of  perhaps  two  or  three  terms,  very 
much  hampers  the  enforcement  of  the  Canada  Temperance  Act,  and  appeals  are  generally 
taken,  I  think,  for  the  purpose  of  delay,  not  on  any  bona  fide  objection  the  parties  may 
present. 

14328.  As  to  the  general  working  of  the  law  :  .is  it  generally  well  observed  in  the 
county  outside  of  the  city  ? — In  some  parts  it  is,  and  in  others  it  is  not.  In  Sackville 
and  Westmoreland,  and  Botsford  I  think  the  Scott  Act  has  effiocted  considerate 
good  in  suppressing  the  sale  of  liquor,  and  also  in  tiie  parish  c^  Salisbury. 

14329.  Does  anything  depend  on  the  character  of  the  people  of  the  parish?— Very 
largely. 

14330.  Upon  their  sympathies  and  their  habits? — At  least  the  method  in  which 
the  Scott  Act  is  being  enforced  in  this  county  very  largely  depends  upon  the  local  ccan- 
munities,  as  to  how  they  work  up  the  cases,  and  the  interest  they  take  in  them. 

14331.  Is  that  spasmodic  ?— Yes,  quite  so. 

14332.  In  conducting  those  ca^es  before  the  Magistrate,  have  you  had  reason  to 
suppose  there  has  been  any  perjury  ? — I  have.  I  think  there  has  be^i  considerable 
perjury  in  connection  with  Scott  Act  cases. 

14333.  Do  you  find  there  is  more  perjury  in  Scott  Act  cases  than  in  ordinary  cases 
before  the  court  ? — My  opinion  is  that  any  man  who  will  perjure  himself  in  a  Scott  Act 
case  will  perjure  himself  in  any  other  case. 

14334.  That  is  not  the  question.  Is  it  your  experience  that  there  is  more  perjury 
in  Scott  Act  cases  than  in  any  other  cases  in  the  Civil  Court  ? — There  are  a  great  many 
more  cases  of  this  kind  tried. 

14335.  I  am  asking  you  whether  in  civil  cases  tried,  there  is  as  much  perjury  as 
in  these  cases,  in  proportion  to  the  number  ? — I  cannot  say. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod : 

14336.  How  long  have  you  been  prosecuting  attorney  ? — Three  years  I  think, 

14337.  Has  there  been  an  improvement  in  the  enforcement  of  the  law  in  tho» 
three  years  ? — I  think  so. 

14338.  What  has  been  the  effect  of  the  increased  enforcement  ? — I  think  that  the 
increased  restriction  has  restrained  the  sale  of  liquor  through  the  county  as  a  whole. 

Frank  R  McCully. 
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14339.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  there  is  much  illicit  sale  in  the  county  outside 
;  Moncton  1 — Well,  in  Petitcodiac  there  is  one  place  at  least.     In  Salisbury,  I  am  in- 

ormed  there  is  one,  and  in  Shediac  I  think  a  number  of  places.  In  Sackville  there  are 
two  places  where  liquor  has  been  sold  ;  but  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  open  bar  such 
as  we  understand  by  the  general  term.  fFor  instance,  a  short  time  ago  there  was  a  fair 
there.  A  large  number  of  people  came  in  from  the  surrounding  district  and  the  bars 
were  entirely  closed,  and  no  liquor  was  sold  on  that  day.  That  was  entirely  due  to  the 
enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act.  A  number  of  people  have  been  driven  out  of  business 
in  the  county,  but  very  often  their  places  have  been  supplied.  In  Botsford  and  West- 
moreland several  parties  have  been  driven  out  by  the  Scott  Act. 

14340.  So  you  think  the  Sc<Kt  Act  has  had  a  good  effect? — I  think  it  has  in 
restricting  the  sale  of  liquor. 

14341.  Where  the  illicit  sale  goes  on,  does  it  go  on  openly  ? — In  some  places  it  does. 

14342.  Is  it  in  many  places  ? — Well,  the  bars  are  not  in  the  front  of  the  hotels  or  any 
thing  like  that.  ^They  are  not  advertised,  and  they  are  not  so  much  frequented.  The  doors 
are  kept  barred,  except  when  people  seek  to  get  admission  for  drink. 

14343.  Is  the  illicit  sale  in  the  county  mostly  in  the  hotels,  wayside  hoielB  and 
the  like  ? — The  majority  of  them  pretend  to  have  accommodation  for  travelkra. 

1 4344.  And  the  dnnk  sale  is  in  those  j^aoas  ckaeAj  f — Ye^.  One  fine,  or  two,  pretty 
generally  BnppnweB  an  ordinary  jng-iBaa  in  the  eosntry. 

JBy  Judge  McDoriald  : 

14345.  What  do  you  call  a  jug-man? — A  man  who  buys  perhaps  a  jug  or  half  a 

dozen  bottles  from  a  larger  dealer,  and  retails  the  liquor  in  his  house. 

* 
By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

14346.  What  have  been  the  chief  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  enforcement  of  the 
Act  % — I  think  those  I  have  mentioned.     The  chief  is  th^  payment  of  witnesses. 

14347.  Besides  that,  have  you  found  it  difficult  to  get  witnesses  ? — Yes. 

14348.  Have  you  found  an  unwiUingness  to  testify  ? — There  is  a  very  general  dis- 
position not  to  do  so.     Very  few  witnesses  come  forward  of  their  own  accord. 

14349.  Those  men  are  parties  who  have  purchased  at  those  illicit  places  1 — Yes. 

14350.  Have  the  delays  in  the  Court  obstructed  the  enforcement  in  any  degree  in 
the  county  ? — ^Yes,  very  considerably. 

14351.  Take  Petitcodiac  for  instance  :  cases  of  violation  have  been  appealed  there, 
and  delays  have  been  caused.  Have  they  caused  difficulty  in  the  enforcement  there  ? — 
Yes,  I  believe  they  have. 

1 4  352.  Have  all  these  difficulties  been  overcome  ? — Apparently  not.  There  are  to-day, 
I  think,  in  the  County  of  Westmoreland,  outside  of  Moncton,  sixteen  or  eighteen  appeals 
since  January,  and  they  will  be  pending  up  the  next  term  of  the  Supreme  Court.  In 
all  tiiese  cases,  in  the  great  majority  of  them  at  least,  proceedings  aref  stayed  and  will 
be  stayed  till  the  cases  are  disposed  of.  And  nothing  can  be  done  in  collecting  the  fines 
in  connection  with  these  suits.  / 

14353.  Do  you  find  it  difficult  to  go  on  with  other  parties  while  these  cases  are 
pending  ?-— It  is  quite  difficult,  for  two  reasons.  You  cannot  base  a  subsequent  offence 
on  that  conviction,  because  you  might  be  sued  for  contempt  of  court  if 
you  did.  Another  reason  is  that  the  temperance  people  become  discouraged  in  a  way, 
and  let  the  whole  thing  go. 

14354.  Have  you  found  that  very  generally  the  obstructions  and  delays  have  had  a 
very  discouraging  effect  upon  those  who  desire  the  enforcement  of  the  law  ? — I  think 
appeals,  generally,  have  a  discouraging  effect. 

14355.  Is  it  your  opinion  and  experience  that  if  these  obstacles  were  removed,  the 
enforcement  of  the  law  would  have  a  better  effect  than  it  has  yet  had  1 — I  have  no  doubt 
of  it. 

14356.  Do  you  suppose  the  illicit  sale  could  be  practically  destroyed  ? — I  think,  in 
sections  where  the  sentiment  is  fairly  well  supporting  the  Act,  it  could  be. 

14357.  Taking  the  county  through,  outside  of  Moncton,  is  the  sentiment  fairly 
strong  in  favour  of  the  Act  ? — In  certain  localities  it  is  quite  strong,  in  others  it  is  not. 
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14358.  Are  there  more  localities  in  which  it  is  strong  than  localities  in  which  it  is 
weak  ? — I  think  the  general  sentiment  of  the  county  is  very  strongly  in  favour  of  the  Act. 

14359.  And  would  approve  of  the  rigorous  enforcement  of  it  ? — They  approve  of  rigor- 
ous enforcement,  but  take  no  steps  themselves  towards  the  enforcement.  The  great 
majority  of  the  ratepayers  of  the  county  favour  ftie  enforcement  of  the  Act. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

14360.  Are  you  aware  that  when  the  Act  was  adopted  by  counties  in  Ontario, 
special  officers  were  appointed  by  the  County  Council  to  carry  out  the  law.  Have 
any  steps  been  taken  by  the  temperance  people  of  th\s  province  to  cause  the  Provincial 
Government  to  appoint  officers  to  enforce  the  law  ? — I  do  not  know. 

14361.  Has  any  attempt  been  made  to  show  the  Provincial  Government,  and  the 
Members  of  the  Legislature  in  their  legislative  capacity,  that  this  Act  is  not  being 
thoroughly  enforced  on  account  of  the  difficulties  which  have  been  pointed  out,  and  fur- 
ther, that  the  remedy  rests  in  their  hands,  in  the  form  of  appointing  special  oflBicers  to 
enforce  the  law  ? — I  do  not  know  that  those  specific  objections  to  which  I  have  referred 
have  ever  been  submitted  to  them. 

14362.  Has  any  application  been  made  for  the  appointment  of  Inspectors  in  the 
different  counties  in  which  the  Scott  Act  has  been  carried  ? — Not  that  I  know  ot 

14363.  Would  it  not  be  a  step  in  advance  if  the  Provincial  GU)yemment  would 
take  measures  to  compel  the  counties  where  the  Scott  Act  has  been  passed  to  provide 
means  to  enforce  it  ? — I  think  it  would  be. 

14364.  Will  any  steps  be  taken  to  bring  this  matter  forward  at  an  early  date?— I 
cannot  say. 

14365.  Do  you  consider  it  would  be  reasonable  and  fair  to  expect  the  Dommion 
Government  to  push  these  prosecutions  1  They  haVe  already  provided  that  all  fines 
shall  go  to  the  municipalities  and  be  devoted  by  them  to  the  enforcement  of  the  law: 
would  it  be  reasonable  to  ask  the  people  who  have  expressed  their  disapprobation  of  the 
Scott  Act  to  contribute"  towards  the  enforcement  of  the  Act  in  counties  where  it  has 
become  the  law  ? — Inasmuch  as  the  Dominion  receives  the  duties  levied  on  liquors,  I 
think  it  would  be. 

14366.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  fair? — Yes.  I  think  the  Dominion  Government 
receive  by  far  the  lar<;est  proportion  of  the  revenue  from  the  liquor  traffic,  and  as  such, 
they  are  under  more  obligation  to  enforce  the  Scott  Act  than  are  either  the  provincial 
or  municipal  authorities. 

14367.  You  think,  then,  it  would  be  unfair  to  ask  either  the  provincial  or  the 
municipal  authorities  to  enforce  the  Scott  Act  1 — I  did  not  say  it  would  be  unfair. 

14368.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  fair  to  ask  the  people  of  Canada  to  enforce  a  law  in 
sections  of  the  country  where  it  is  approved  by  the  people? — I  think  it  would  be  better. 

14369.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  more  fair  than  to  have  the  counties  which  voted 
to  adopt  the  Act  p^ay  the  expense  of  enforcing  it?—  There  is  no  question  of  fairness; 
the  Dominion  Gov^nment  should  enforce  the  Act. 

14370.  And  provide  money  for  enforcing  it? — Yes. 

14371.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  operation  of  the  law  in  this  city  ^— Some- 
what. 

14372.  How  is  the  law  working  ?  -Well,  I  do  not  know  that  the  sale  of  liquor  has 
been  stopped  in  this  city. 

14373.  Is  there  any  objection  to  the  City  Council  appointing  an  officer  to  see  that 
the  law  is  enforced,  or  do  you  think  the  Dominion  Grovernment  should  appoint  an  officer 
to  assist  in  enforcing  the  law  here? — I  see  no  objection  to  the  City  Council  appointing 
an  officer.  / 

14374.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  more  fair  for  the  Dominion  Grovemment  to  appoint 
such  an  officer  than  for  the  City  Council  to  do  so  ?-  -The  Dominion  Government  receive 
a  large  amount  of  revenue  from  the  duties  levied. 

14375.  But  you  are  going  to  take  those  duties  from  the  Dominion  Government: 
you  are  going  to  prevent  the  admission  of  any  liquors  into  your  province  or  into  anj 
counties,  as  the  case  may  be.     Then  you  are  proposing  to  place  the  responsibility  w 

Frank  E.  McCully. 
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paying  officials  on  the  provinces,  say  even  in  the  Province  of  Quebec  and  the  Western 
Provinces,  which  did  not  adopt  the  Act  ? — The  people  in  this  county  say  they  do  not 
want  liquor  sold  here.  The  Dominion  Government  permits  the  importation  of  liquor 
into  all  the  surrounding  counties,  and  it  is  almost  impossible  for  the  people  of  the  County 
of  Westmoreland,  with  contiguous  counties  under  license,  to  prevent  the  sale  of  intoxi- 
cating liquors  within  our  own  county.  In  the  County  of  Kent  they  have  a  License 
Law,  and  even  if  you  had  the  Scott  Act  fairly  well  enforced  in  this  County  of  West- 
moreland, it  would  be  very  difficult  to  suppress  the  drinking  habits  of  the  people  owing 
to  the  fact  that  the  License  Law  is  in  force  in  Kent,  the  adjoining  county.  Frequently 
when  the  Scott  Act  is  faithfully  enforced  in  a  county,  liquor  dealers  on  the  border  do  a 
very  thriving  business. 

1 4376.  A  certain  County  in  New  Brunswick  may  adopt  the  Scott  Act  and  need 
officials  for  its  enforcement,  and  the  people  may  call  on  the  Dominion  Government  to 
pay  the  expense.  At  the  same  time  the  Dominion  Government  are  losing  the  duties 
that  were  formerly  collected  on  liquors  sold  in  those  counties.  Further,  do  you  take 
into  account  the  fact  that  the  other  provinces  would  have  to  be  at  the  expense  of  main- 
taining their  own  laws  in  regard  to  the  liquor  traffic,  and  they  might  be  paying  the 
salaries  of  their  officers  appointed  to  carry  out  their  own  local  system  ? — I  would  apply 
that  principle  also  to  a  license  law. 

14377.  But  you  desire  the  Dominion  Government  to  do  this  work,  although  it  was 
provided  for  in  the  McCarthy  A^t  with  a  view  of  dealing  with  the  whole  traffic,  and  the 
Act  was  declared  ultra  vires.  So  now  this  is  a  provincial  matter,  and  it  is  in  the  hands 
of  your  own  Local  Legislature  to  make  the  necessary  enactments  respecting  it.  How 
many  members  do  you  return  for  this  county  to  the  Local  Legislature  ? — Four 
members. 

14378.  Is  the  influence  of  those  four  members  exercised  in  the  direction  of  securing 
such  legislation  from  the  Provincial  Assembly  as  is  necessary  to  enfoi  ce  the  Scott  Act 
here,  where  the  sentiment  is  so  strongly  in  its  favour  ? — I  could  not  say. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

14379.  Did  you  ever  ask  them  to  secure  such  legislation  ? — No ;  I  did  not. 

1 4380.  Do  you  suppose  the  people  in  the  rural  districts  purchase  liquor  in  the  city 
here,  and  take  it  out  with  them  ? — I  do  not  know. 

14381.  When  they  are  in  the  city  on  other  business?  Have  you  any  reason  to 
believe  that  this  takes  place  1 — I  have  not  from  personal  knowledge ;  probably  they  do 
so.  I  dare  say  there  may  be  quite  a  wholesale  trade  carried  on  between  this  city  and 
the  surrounding  parishes. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

14388.  Kent  County  has  been  mentioned  :  have  you  any  knowledge  of  it  ? — Yes; 
I  have  been  in  difierent  part  of  Kent  under  the  License  Law. 

14389.  Have  you  been  there  on  business  connected  with  the  enforcement  of  the 
Act  there  ? — I  have  been  at  hotels  there  where  they  have  been  licensed, 

1 4390.  The  license  system  prevails  there  ? — Yes  ;  throughout  Kent. 

14391.  Comparing  the  condition  of  Kent  with  the  condition  of  Westmoreland, 
which  is  the  better  law  ? — I  should  consider  that  the  condition  of  Westmoreland  is 
better  than  that  of  Kent  under  license  law. 

14392.  Do  you  attribute  that  better  s^^te  of  things  to  the  fact  that  Westmoreland  is 
under  the  Scott  Act  rather  than  under  Ucense  ? — I  do. 

14393.  Do  you  think  that  if  Westmoreland  were  under  license,  it  would  be  Uke 
Kent  under  license  ? — I  think  it  would  be  largely  so. 

1 4394.  What  is  the  condition  of  Kent  where  license  prevails ;  is  drunkenness 
prevalent  ? — In  all  the  hotels  you  visit,  you  find  the  chief  living  room  is  the  bar  room, 
and  nearly  everybody  will  naturally  drift  there,  whether  they  want^to  go  there  to  drink 
or  not.  The  smell  of  liquor  is  throughout  the  whole  house ;  you  are  bix)ught  face  to  face 
with  the  drink  everywhere,  and  you  frequently  see  drunken  men  about  the  hotel,  which 
you  never  see  at  hotels  in  the  county  of  Westmoreland.     If  a  man  is  drunk,  he  is  looked 
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after  and  put  out  of  sight.     You  do  not  often  see  the  efifects  of  liquor  on  men  m  'West- 
moreland, but  you  do  in  Kent.     That  is  my  experience. 

14395.  Are  many  licenses  issued  in  Kent  County  ? — I  think  pretty  generally  in  all 
the  small  towns.  I  have  been  in  Bichibucto  and  Buctouche  and  Welford,  and  in  all 
those  towns  there  are  a  number  of  licensed  places. 

14396.  Do  you  know  if  there  is  much  illicit  salel — I  believe  there  has  been  some 
smifggling  there  recently.  The  only  smuggling  I  know  of  has  been  through  Kent 
County. 

14397.  Is  it  a  fact  that  a  license  law  does  not  prevent  illlicit  sale  and  smuggling? 
— I  do  not  think  it  does. 

14398.  Does  it  diminish  drunkenness? — Not  at  all.  My  experience  of  10  years 
under  the  Scott  Act  and  10  years  under  license,  is  that  during  the  10  years  under  the 
Scott  Act  temperance  sentiment  was  far  in  advance  of  10  years  under  license. 

1 4399.  Do  you  believe  the  Scott  Act  i^  an  educator  ?-— I  do. 

14400.  Do  you  believe  the  License  Law  is  also  an  educator  ? — I  do,  in  a  way  the 
Scott  Act  is  not. 

14401.  Do  they  educate  in  the  same  direction? — I  do  not  think  they  do,  but  in 
opposite  directions. 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

14402.  What  is  the  population  of  Kent  County? — I  do  not  know. 

14403.  What  is  the  population  of  Westmoreland  County  % — About  45,000. 

14404.  Have  you  any  statistics  showing  the  number  of  convictions  in  Kent  County 
for  drunkenness,  as  compared  with  Westmoreland  ? — No. 

14405.  Do  you  think  the  statistics  for  drunkenness  will  show  a  favourable  condition 
in  Westmoreland  as  compared  with  Kent  % — I  think  a  man  would  be  very  apt  to  be  con- 
victed for  drunkenness  in  Westmoreland  while  he  might  go  free  in  Kent. 

H406.  Do  you  think  there  are  different  laws  carried  out  by  the  Stipendiary  Magis- 
trates ? — It  is  a  matter  of  more  common  occurrence  in  Kent  than  in  Westmoreland. 

14407.  But  you  do  not  know  whether  there  are  more  convictions  ? — Not  from  my 
personal  knowledge. 

14408.  You  do  not  know  anything  about  the  number  of  convictions? — As  to  the 
official  convictions  I  know  nothing. 

14409.  How  long  has  the  Scott  Act  been  in  force  here? — About  10  years  I 
think. 

14410.  And  the  result  of  10  years*  trial  in  this  city  is  to  be  seen  here  to^iay  t— I 
think  that  during  4,  5  or  6  years  the  Act  was  almost  inoperative,  owing  to  l^al  diffi- 
culties surrounding  it.  Only  during  the  last  three  or  four  years  have  these  difficulties 
been  cleared  away  ;  in  fact,  they  arise  in  different  parts  of  the  county  at  the  present 
time  in  the  shape  of  difficulties  as  to  the  jurisdiction  of  certain  Magistrates.  Appeals 
are  now  pending  before  the  Supreme  Court  from  three  different  sections  as  to  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Magistrates  who  tried  the  cases,  and  in  two  sections  there  were  three 
different  cases  tried  before  three  Magistrates. 

14411.  If  the  example  of  Ontario  were  followed  in  the  appointment  of  Magistrates, 
would  there  be  any  objection  of  that  kind  raised  in  regard  to  jurisdiction  1 — No. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

14412.  The  Chief  of  Police  told  us  tojday  that  up  to  July  this  year  there  have  been 
fines  to  the  amount  of  $900  imposed  in  connection  with  Scott  Act  cases,  and  $600  have 
been  collected? — There  have  been  fines  to  the  amount  of  $1,800  imposed  in  the  county 
since  January. 

14413.  Take  the  amount  of  $1,800,  from  March  till  the  end  of  July  this  year,  a 
period  of  7  months.  Is  that  not  evidence  that  so  far  as  the  Magistrate  of  this  city  is 
concerned,  the  law  is  being  efficiently  carried  out  and  convictions  are  being  secured  \— 
There  may  be  a  difference  between  city  and  county  cases  as  to  the  question  of 
jurisdiction. 

Frank  E.  McCully. 
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By  Mr,  Clarke : 

14414.  You  have  referred  to  delays:  could  you  not  go  forward  with  cases,  even 
though  convictions  had  been  carried  on  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  1 — Yes,  but  there 
is  sometimes  difficulty  in  getting  evidence.  If  there  is  uncertainty  as  to  jurisdiction, 
that  causes  a  feeling  of  uncertainty  as  to  the  result  of  the  case. 

14415.  Has  not  that  matter  be^n  settled  yet? — No.  The  temperance  people  do 
not  feel  Uke  risking  cases  when  there  is  uncerteinty  as  to  results.  There  have  been 
fines  to  the  amount  of  $1,800  imposed  since  January  in  the  county,  outside  of  the  city. 


G.  P.  THOMAS,  of  Moncton,  barrister,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : — 
By  Judge  McDonald  : 

14416.  Do  you  practice  law  in  Moncton? — Yes. 

14417.  How  long  have  you  practised  law  ? — Fourteen  years. 

14418.  Have  you  had  anything  to  do  with  cises  under  the  Scott  Act? — Yes,  I 
have  had  considerable  to  do  with  these  cases. 

14419.  In  what  way  ? — I  have  defended  persons  charged  under  the  Act,  and  also 
on  one  occasion  I  have  prosecuted. 

14420.  In  the  city  ? — Yes,  and  else\^here. 

14421.  Where,  outside  the  city  ? — In  Nova  Scotia  and  Prince  Edward  Island ;  and 
in  almost  all  the  counties  of  the  province  where  the  Scott  Act  has  been  in  force  I  have 
had  more  or  less  to  do  with  cases  under  it. 

14422.  And  generally  defending  people  accused  of  violating  it  ?-^ Yes,  and  I  have 
often  been  sent  for  to  come  and  defend  them. 

14423.  Taking  this  city  first.  Is  it  your  experience  that  the  Act  is  effectively 
•enforced  here? — I  think  not. 

14424.  In  what  way  is  it  a  failure  ? — I  think  it  is  impossible  to  enforce  it. 

14425.  Do  you  think  it  is  enforced  by  the  police  officers  as  well  as  they  can 
reasonably  do  it  ? — I  think  so. 

1 4426.  Did  you  hear  the  evidence  given  by  the  Chief  of  Police  to-day  ?  Did  you 
know  him  previously  ? — Yes. 

14427.  Have  you  been  able  to  observe  the  way  in  which  he  has  cuischarged  his 
•duties  since  he  has  been  in  office  ? — Yes. 

14428.  Do  you  think  he  has  done  all  that  could  reasonably  be  expected  from  him  ? 
— Yes,  I  think  he  has  done  all  that  he  possibly  could. 

1 4429.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  failure  to  enforce  the  Act  ? — The  failure  has 
been  in  regard  to  getting  witnesses. 

14430.  Why  is  that? — They  have  no  means  of  knowing  who  will  prove  good  and 
reliable  witnesses.  The  witnesses  are  subpoenaed,  but  the  police  have  no  knowledge  as 
to  whether  they  will  swear  that  they  bought  liquor  or  not. 

14431.  Can  you  suggest  any  better  system  of  securing  testimony? — T  think  not. 

14432.  Have  the  police  done  their  best  to  get  testimony  ? — I  think  so. 

14433.  What  is  the  difficulty?—!  do  not  know. 

14434.  Do  you  think  it  is  impossible  to  get  such  testimony  as  is  required? — I 
think  it  is. 

14435.  We  were  told  that  the  Magistrate  is  satisfied  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
perjury  committed  ? — I  differ  from  him ;  I  think  not. 

14436.  It  is  said  that  there  are  witnesses  who,  when  called  to  the  stand,  cannot 
remember  what  liquor  they  took  or  whether  they  took  any? — I  think  they  do  not 
recollect,  and  if  the  City  Marshal  and  Stipendiary  Magistrate  are  prepared  to  state  that 

•  witnesses  have  committed  perjury,  they  should  be  further  prepared  to  secure  convictions 
^igainst  them  for  perjury  on  their  own  evidence.  I  think  the  witnesses  generally  tell 
the  truth ;  but  I  am  also  of  the  opinion  that  there  has  been  perjury  committed,  but 
not  on  that  line. 
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14437.  How  has  there  been  perjury  committed? — The  perjury,  I  think,  has  been 
committed  by  vendors.  The  Act  makes  it  competent  for  the  defendant  to  give  evidence 
on  his  own  behalf.  In  many  of  the  causes  the  prosecution  relied  on  the  defendant 
proving  the  case  against  himself.  There  was  then  a  disposition  manifested  not  to 
present  the  exact  truth.  Those  wore  the  cases  in  which  perjury  occurred  :  rather  than 
commit  himself,  a  man  would  tell  an  untruth. 

14438.  "What  has  been  your  experience  in  regard  to  other  sections  of  the  Province 
of  New  Brunswick ;  have  you  found  the  Act  has  been  well  enforced  1 — Not  at  all. 

14439.  Is  there  much  sale  of  liquor  going  on] — I  am  very  well  acquainted  with 
all  the  sections  where  the  Act  is  in  force,  and  there  is  really  more  liquor  sold,  or  at 
least  more  places  open  to-day  than  at  any  time  since  the  Act  went  into  operation. 

14440.  Are  there  more  than  when  there  was  a  license  law? — Decidedly  more,  even 
according  to  the  population  here. 

14441.  Do  you  mean  in  the  city  and  county  ? — Both  in  the  city  and  county.  All 
the  old  parties  who  had  licensed  saloons  are  represented  to-day,  and  there  are  additional 
saloons.  A  great  many  of  them  have  grown  rich  from  the  sale  of  liquor,  more  par- 
ticularly under  the  license  system,  because,  I  think,  it  was  more  profitable  then  than  it 
is  now.  Competition  is  very  keen  now,  there  are  so  many  people  in  this  business  in 
the  county,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  so  lucrative  as  it  was  under  the  license  law. 

14442.  Are  you  in  a  position  to  say  anything  in  regard  to  the  quality  of  the  Uquor 
sold  now,  as  compared  with  the  quality  sold  previously  ? — Generally,  I  do  not  think  the 
quality  is  as  good. 

14437.  Do  you  think  there  is  more  adulteration  or  worse  liquor  or  what! — I  do  not 
know. 

14438.  There  has  been  a  witness  before  the  .Commission  who  swore  that  certain 
spirituous  liquor  was  nothing  but  a  certain  article  added  to  high  wines.  Do  you  know 
anything  of  such  methods  being  resorted  to  ? — I  have  no  knowledge  of  that. 

14439.  You  spoke  of  Nova  Scotia.  What  do  you  say  in  regard  to  the  enforcement 
of  the  Scott  Act  in  that  Province  1 — I  see  no  difference  thera 

14440.  How  about  its  enforcement  in  Prince  Edward  Island  1 — It  is  about  the  same. 

14441.  Your  general  experience  is  the  same  as  you  have  stated  in  regard  to  this 
county  ? — Yes,  about  the  same  elsewhere. 

14442.  Can  you  suggest  to  the  Commission  any  amendments  to  the  law  which -will 
make  it  more  workable  ? — Yes,  a  very  good  one. 

14443^  What  is  it? — Repeal  the  Act,  because  it  cannot  be  enforced — wipe  it  out 
altogether. 

14444.  Taking  the  Act  as  it  is,  and  not  repealing  it,  did  you  hear  the  suggestions 
made  to  the  Commission  by  some  of  the  witnesses.  One  suggestion  was  ps  to  the  pay- 
ment of  witnesses  ? — I  do  not  think  that  would  be  any  use. 

14445.  Would  it  not  be  fairer  to  the  witnesses? — Yes,  but  it  would  not  give  any 
more  power  to  secure  the  attendance  of  the  witness.  It  is  scarcely  an  obstacle  to  the 
enforcement  of  the  Act. 

14446.  Would  it  be  fairer  to  the  witnesses  that  they  should  be  paid? — It  would 
be  fairer. 

14447.  Then  it  is  proposed  to  do  away  with  appeals  to  the  Supreme  Court  and 
give  an  appeal  to  a  County  Court  Judge  in  chambers,  thereby  obtaining  judgments  more 
speedily.  What  do  you  think  of  that  suggestion  ? — I  do  not  see  that  anything  would 
be  gained  by  it,  because  the  certiorari  is  now  taken  away,  and  ground  has  to  be  shown 
before  the  Supreme  Court  that  the  Magistrate  acted  outside  of  his  jurisdiction.  Every- 
thing is  done  to  make  the  decision  of  the  Magistrates  final ;  and  so  far  as  that  is  con- 
cerned, everything  is  in  favour  of  the  Act.     It  is  difficult  to  remove  a  case. 

14448.  You  have  made  the  suggestion  to  repeal  the  Act.  Are  there  any  sugges- 
tions in  regard  to  the  Act  itself,  if  it  remained  on  the  statute-book,  you  can  make  f— 
No ;  I  do  not  think  it  can  ever  possibly  be  enforced. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

14449.  You  have  said  that  the  Act  is  not  effectually  enforced,  that  it  cannot  be, 
that  it  is  impossible.     State  why  you  think  it  is  impossible  to  enforce  it  ? — There  are  so 

G.  P.  Thomas. 
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many  people  who  like  a  drink  and  take  it ;  and  then  there  is  the  fact  that  those  who 
sell  it  dare  not  tell  and  will  not  tell  anything  connected  with  its  sale,  that  it  is  impos- 
sible to  find  out  where  liquor  is  sold. 

14450.  Do  you  think  as  many  people  want  a  drink  now  as  was  the  case  25  years 
ago  ? — I  think  so. 

14451.  Do  you  think  there  has  been  any  change  in  tiie  teniperance  sentiment  of 
the  country  ? — The  temperance  sentiment,  if  it  has  changed  at  all,  has  changed  for  the 
worse. 

14452.  Is  there  more  temperance  sentiment  than  there  was  20  years  ago? — I  do 
not  know  that  there  is. 

14453.  You  say  that  there  is  more  liquor  sold  under  the  Scott  Act  in  the  County 
of  Westmoreland  than  there  was  under  license  1 — I  scarcely  say  that ;  but  there  are 
more  people  doing  business  in  the  county  to-day  than  there  were  under  license. 

14454.  Do  you  mean  doing  liquor  business  ? — Yes. 

14455.  Are  they  doing  as  large  a  business? — I  could  not  tell  you,  but  I  think  some 
of  them  are  doing  a  very  much  larger  business. 

14456.  You  really  think  there  are  more  people  now  selling  liquor  in  the  County  of 
Westmoreland  than  there  were  when  licenses  were  issued  ? — I  am  positive  there  are. 

14457.  How  can  you  show  it? — I  know  that  the  last  time  licenses  were  granted  in 
the  town  of  Moncton  there  were  fourteen  granted  ;  the  population  has  not  increased 
very  much  since  then. 

14458.  How  long  ago  was  that  ? — About  10  or  11  years  ago. 

14459.  Has  not  the  population  increased  in  10  years  ? — Not  very  much. 

1 4460.  Has  not  the  population  multiplied  by  three  during  the  last  dozen  years  ? — No, 
it  has  not. 

14461.  I  have  an  impression  of  that  kind? — It  is  not  so. 

14462.  What  are  the  last  census  figures? — I  do  not  know. 

14463.  Was  there  an  increase  in  the  last  ten  years? — There  has  been  an  increase, 
a  steady  increase,  but  the  great  increase  took  place  prior  to  that. 

14464.  You  say  that  there  were  fourteen  licenses  issued  ten  years  ago? — Yes. 

14465.  Were  there  any  illicit  places  then? — Very  few,  if  any.  Once  in  a  while 
there  would  be  one  of  those  grog  shops  that  has  been  spoken  of. 

1 4466.  How  many  places  are  there  now  in  Moncton  where  liquor  is  sold  ? — I  do  not 
know  exactly. 

1 4467.  What  is  your  impression  ? — Twice  the  number  there  were  formerly,  I  think. 

14468.  Twice  fourteen?— Yes. 

1 4469.  Is  that  of  your  own  personal  knowledge,  or  from  hearsay  ? — I  know  that  as 
a  matter  of  fact. 

14470.  Moncton  in  1881  had  a  population  of  5,032,  Moncton  in  1891  according  to 
the  census,  had  a  population  of  8,765,  or  an  increase  of  nearly  4,000  people  in  ten  years  ? 
— That  is  not  double.     I  am  speaking  about  ten  years. 

14471.  You  said  you  did  not  think  there  had  been  very  much  increase  in  popula- 
tion during  the  last  ten  years.  Did  you  also  say  this,  that  when  the  licenses  were  last 
issued  there  were  fourteen  granted  and  that  was  about  ten  years  ago? — Ten  or  eleven 
years. 

14472.  And  did  you  not  say  there  had  not  been  much  increase  in  population  since 
then?  The  records  show  that  there  is  a  difference  as  between  8,765  and  5,032,  which 
means  3,733?— Yes. 

14473.  The  population  has  not  quite  doubled? — You  asked  me  if  tRey  were  three 
times  as  many  people  here  now.  I  told  you  that  the  population  was  certainly  increas- 
ing, but  I  did  not  think  it  had  increased  so  much. 

14474.  You  think  there  are  double  the  number  of  places  now  selling  illicitly  as 
there  were  selling  undef  license? — Yes. 

14475.  Do  you  think  there  were  any  illicit  places  then? — There  may  have  been 
some  instances  perhaps  of  illicit  sale. 

14476.  Do  you  suppose  there  were  a  dozen  illicit  places  then? — No. 

14477.  Or  half  a  dozen  ? — It  would  be  possible ;  there  were  no  convictions. 
21—47 
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14478.  It  has  been  given  in  evidence  that  there  were  a  considerable  number  ol 
places  selling  when  the  license  law  was  in  force  ? — I  have  no  doubt  that  was  given  in 
evidence. 

1 4479.  You  say  there  are  now  twenty-eight  places  where  illicit  sale  is  carried  on  in  this 
town.  Do  you  speak  from  street  rumour  or  from  your  own  knowledge  ? — From  my  own 
knowledge.     I  have  knowledge  of  over  twice  fourteen. 

14480.  Of  over  twice  fourteen  in  Moncton  where  the  sale  of  liquor  goes  on  regu- 
larly 1 — Yes,  and  known  to  almost  every  inhabitant  of  the  town. 

14481.  Is  any  sort  of  effort  made  to  prevent  this  illicit  sale  ? — I  do  not  know  what 
you  call  an  effort. 

14482.  Is  an  attempt  made  to  prevent  iti — I  have  not  tried  to  enforce  the  law. 

14483.  Does  any  body  try  1 — I  do  not  know. 

14484.  You  say  that  you,  as  a  lawyer,  have  defended  violators  of  the  Act  ?— I  did 
not  say  they  were  violators. 

1 4485.  What  did  you  call  them  ? — Persons  charged. 

14486.  Alleged  violators  ?— Yes. 

14487.  Does  the  fact  that  persons  have  been  charged  with  violations  show  there 
has  been  an  attempt  made  to  enforce  the  law  1—Qi  suppose  that  would  follow. 

1 4488.  Then  from  your  knowledge,  there  has  been  an  attempt  made  to  enforce  the 
law  ? — It  might  lind  might  not.  It  might  not  be  a  voluntary  act  on  the  part  of  the 
person  who  made  complaint.  It  might  be  compulsory  on  his  part,  in  order  to  prevent  his 
dismissal. 

1 4489.  Has  that  been  the  state  of  things  in  the  town  ? — It  might  be. 

1 4490.  Is  it  a  possibility  ? — It  is  quite  probable ;  I  think  it  is  a  little  more  than 
probable. 

14491.  It  is  more  than  probable  that  an  officer  made  complaint  in  order  to  prevent 
his  dismissal.  Who  would  bring  that  pressure  to  bear  on  him  ? — The  Council,  or  the 
Police  Committee. 

14492.  Do  the  Police  Committee,  in  insisting  on  an  officer  laying  complaints,  rep^^ 
sent  the  feeling  of  the  town  ? — I  do  not  think  it. 

14493.  Why  should  they  do  that  ? — There  is  an  element  of  the  population  whotiiink 
it  is  necessary  to  prosecute  the  people  who  are  supposed  to  sell  liquor  under  the  Act,  as 
well  as  to  bring  persons  forward  to  give  evidence,  supposing  them  to  have  got  drink 
there,  when  neither  supposition  is  true. 

14494.  It  is  a  very  nice  point  if  the  Police  Committee  insist  on  complaints  being 
made  unless  they  know  they  have  foundation,  and  unless  they  are  satisfied  that  public 
opinion  requires  this  action  from  them  1 — The  members  of  the  Committee  in  many 
instances  have  pledged  themselves  to  some  of  their  constituents  that  they  would  endorfx 
the  Scott  Act. 

14495.  Why  did  the  constituents  exact  that  pledge  from  them ;  did  the  constituents 
want  the  Scott  Act  enforced  ? — I  presume  so. 

14496.  Does  that  mean  there  is  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  people  to  secure  the  en- 
forcement of  the  Act  1 — I  do  not  think  they  desire  the  enforcement  of  the  Canada 
Temperance  Act,  but  I  believe  they  desire  some  means  whereby  to  abolish  the  sale  ci 
liquor. 

14497.  They  want  to  make  a  show  of  enforcement? — No,  I  think  it  would  be  for 
the  purpose  of  abolishing  the  use  of  liquor  in  the  tovm. 

1 4498.  Then  the  feeling  of  the  people  is  in  favour  of  abolishing  the  sale  ? — I  think  aa 

14499.  Thaft  even  had  its  effect  on  the  Police  Committee,  and  they  brought  pressure 
to  bear  on  the  officer,  who  did  not  want  to  make  charges,  but  he  did  make  them  lest  be 
should  be  dismissed  ? — I  think  that  is  the  way  in  which  it  was  brought  about. 

14500.  Does  the  fact  that  fines  to  the  amount  of  $1,900  have  been  imposed,  indicate 
that  there  has  been  any  attempt  made  to  enforce  the  Act  1 — ^Yes,  there  has  been  ao 
enforcement. 

14501.  You  said  that  there  had  not  been  any  attempt  made? — I  apprehend  there 
is  a  difference  between  an  attempt  being  made  and  enforcing  the  Act  by  securing  con- 
victions occasionally. 

G.  P.  Thomas. 
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14502.  Could  there  be  enforcement  without  an  attempt  being  made? — It  is  the 
actual  consummation  of  that  which  you  regard  as  an  attempt. 

14503.  Conviction  is  the  consummation  of  the  attempt  ? — I  presume  so. 

14504.  Would  not  conviction  prove  the  attempt? — Yes. 

14505.  And  conviction  has  been  obtained  in  many  cases,  and  fines  to  the  amount 
of  $1,900  have  been  impased  and  $600  collected  during  seven  months  of  the  year? — I 
do  not  know  that. 

14506.  That  is  in  evidence,  ab  all  events,  and  I  suppose  you  will  accept  that  ^s 
proof  that  at  least  an  attempt  was  made  to  enforce  the  law.  Yet  you  say  there  is  a 
great  deal  more  liquor  sold  now  under  the  Scott  Act  than  there  was  formerly  under 
license  ? — The  Scott  Act  has  not  stopped  the  sale  of  it,  nor  the  use  of  it. 

14507.  Has  it  stopped  the  sale  in  any  degree? — I  do  not  see  how  it  possibly  could. 

14508.  Has  it  restricted  the  sale? — I  do  not  see  how  it  could  restrict  it.  The 
same  persons  are  engaged  in  the  traffic  and  their  doors  are  open  to  the  public. 

14509.  Have  any  persons  been  forced  to  leave  the  town  on  that  account  ? — I  do 
not  know  of  any. 

14510.  Have  any  persons  been  compelled  to  sell  less  openly? — I  think  at  one  time 
perhaps  they  did  get  up  a  system  of  partitions  so  as  to  shut  off  the  bar.  That  was  some 
years  ago,  but  they  got  over  that  scare  and  took  down  the  boards. 

1451 1.  You  have  said  there  are  people  who  have  grown  rich  from  the  traffic  ?  Do 
you  know  any  persons  who  are  getting  rich  to-day  from  the  traffic  ? — I  do. 

14512.  Are  there  many  ? — I  know  that  almost  all  those  engaged  in  the  traffic  are 
making  money. 

14613.  Do  yoti  know  if  any  persons  are  getting  poor  as  these  illicit  dealers  are 
getting  rich  ? — I  suppose  if  any  one  is  foolish  enough  to  expend  his  wealth  on  them,  he 
will  not  have  as  much  money  at  the  end  of  the  year  as  he  had  at  the  beginning. 

14514.  You  think  it  is  foolish  to  spend  money  in  that  way  ? — Yes. 

14515.  You  think  there  are  men  in  the  Council  who  are  carrying  on  the  illicit 
trade  and  are  accumulating  riches  ? — I  think  so. 

14516.  Do  you  think  they  are  doing  it  to  the  same  extent  as  under  license  ? — I 
think  perhaps  not  so  much ;  they  are  not  making  money  so  rapidly.  In  my  opinion, 
competition  is  more  keen  now  than  it  was  under  the  license  system,  and  there  are  more 
selling  and  that  reduces  the  profits. 

14517.  Do  you  think  the  enforcement  of  the  law,  even  in  an  imperfect  way, 
interferes  in  any  degree  with  the  profits  of  the  trade  ? — Not  very  much. 

1451 8.  Take  the  fines  imposed.  Have  you  reason  to  believe,  as  has  been  suggested 
to  the  Commission  at  some  places,  that  there  is  collusion  between  illicit  sellers  and  the 
officials'  to  this  effect :  that  after  the  sellers  have  paid  a  certain  number  of  fines,  they  will 
not  be  punished  further,  and  the  amount  so  paid  stands  as  a  high  license  fee  ? — I  have 
heard  that  rumoured,  but  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  possible  for  that  state  of  affairs  to 
exist  without  my  knowing  it. 

14519.  You  do  not  believe  the  Scott  Act  can  be  enforced,  and  you  favour  its 
repeal  ? — I  have  known  it  tried  in  almost  every  locality  where  it  has  been  carried,  but  I 
have  never  known  the  Act  to  be  enforced. 

14520.  Do  you  mean  absolutely  enforced? — I  mean  so  that  parties  charged  with 
violations  of  the  Act  are  closed  up,  and  not  only  those  parties  but  other  parties  that 
might  endeavour  to  continue  the  sale.  I  call  that  closing  up  the  places,  but  I  have 
never  known  it  to  be  done. 

14521.  Would  you  regard  anything  less  than  the  absolute  prevention  of  the  sale 
of  liquor  as  enforcement? — No,  because  if  the  Act  was  enforced  to  the  letter,  there 
would  be  no  liquor  sold. 

14522.  So  if  20  men  were  in  the  trade  and  19  of  them  were  driven  out  and  one 
man  continued  to  do  business  with  more  or  less  success,  you  would  not  call  that  suc- 
cessful enforcement  ? — There  are  other  avenues  by  which  persons  can  get  all  the  liquor 
they  desire  without  buying  it  from  persons  who  are,  as  you  say,  illicitly  selling  it. 

14523.  Then  you  believe  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  cannot  be  enforced? — I  do 
not  think  it  is  possible  with  one  set  of  officials. 

21— 47i 
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14524.  Do  you  believe  a  general  prohibitory  law  could  be  enforced? — You  would 
have  the  same  difficulty,  if  not  greater  difficulty,  than  you  have  now. 

14525.  What  greater  difficulty  ? — The  desire  on  the  part  of  the  person  who  sold  to 
sell  it  to  individuals  whom  he  knew  would  not  tell,  a  desire  on  his  part  to  continue  in 
the  trade  if  he  were  sure  the  pfersons  purchasing  would  not  give  evidence  against  him. 

14526.  Would  hot  the  risk  be  greater  under  a  general  prohiWtory  law  than  under  a 
provincial  law  ? — That  would  be  equalized  by  the  profits  being  large. 

14527.  Then  you  do  not  think  a  prohibitory  law  could  be  enforced? — I  have  had 
experience  of  many  liquor  laws  with  that  result. 

1452^.  What  is  your  experience  ? — I  know  that  they  have  not  been  enforced. 
14529.  Have  you  lived  in  the  State  of  Maine  ? — ^No. 
1 45.30.  Have  you  visited  there  ? — Yes. 

14531.  For  any  length  of  time  1 — I  have  been  in  the  State  two  or  three  weeks  at 
a  time. 

14532.  In  different  parts  of  the  State  1 — In  several  parts  of  the  State. 

14533.  Did  you  find  any  enforcement  of  the  Maine  law  at  all  ? — I  saw  several  per- 
sons pretty  well  filled  with  liquor,  and  I  know  people  were  selling  in  .some  places.  I 
know  that  I  have  been  at  the  Bangor  House  for  several  years,  and  I  have  never  been 
there  that  the  bar-room  was  not  open  to  any  one  who  wished  to  go  in  ;  but  instead  of 
going  up  stairs,  as  at  Moncton,  you  went  down  stairs  into  the  cellar.  The  bar  was  fitted 
up  with  rows  of  barrels  on  each  side.     I  was  there. not  a  year  ago. 

14534.  Do  you  believe  that  your  observation  and  experience  of  Maine  are  suffi- 
cient to  warrant  you  in  stating  that  the  prohibitory  law  is  a  failure  ? — I  am  positive  it  is 
a  failure,  unless  you  mean  that  selling  liquor  in  bar-rooms,  where  tfiey  have  no  license 
to  sell,  is  not  a  violation  of  the  prohibitory  law. 

14535.  Do  you  believe  your  experience  is  such  as  to  warrant  the  statement  that 
the  law  is  a  failure  ? — It  is  a  failure.  You  can  buy  liquor  in  any  one  of  those  towns  in 
Maine. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

14536.  Have  you  had  experience  in  the  Maritime  Provinces  generally  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Scott  Act  since  it  came  into  force  1 — Yes. 

14537.  General  experience  throughout  the  three  Provinces? — Yes. 

14538.  For  about  ten  years  ? — Yes.  It  was  adopted  in  this  County  almost  at  once 
after  the  passage  of  the  Act — next  to  Fredericton,  I  think. 

14539.  And  you  have  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  effects  of  the  Act  generally 
throughout  these  three  Provinces  ?— I  have  defended  over  700  cases. 

14540.  And  at  what  conclusion  have  you  arrived  1 — That  there  are  more  places 
selling  to-day  than  when  1  first  started  ;  they  are  selling  in  the  very  localities  where  I 
defended  their  cases. 

14541.  Did  I  understand  you  to  state  that  there  are  more  places  selling liquornow 
illegally  than  were  selling  both  legally  and  illegally  before  the  Scott  Act  became  the 
law  ? — I  did.  There  are  more  places  selling  liquor  in  Moncton  and  the  villages  in  the 
county  than  there  were  selling  by  license,  and  by  illicit  sale  under  the  License  Act. 
No  doubt  that  is  the  condition  in  this  County  to-day. 

14542.  To  what  do  you  attribute  this  deplorable  state  of  affairs  ? — To  the  impossi- 
bility of  enforcing  the  Scott  Act. 

14543.  Would  it  make  much  difference  whether  the  city  appointed  special  officer 
to  enforce  the  Act,  or  the  county  appointed  officers  or  whether  officers  were  appointed  by 
some  other  authority  H- — They  cannot  carry  out  the  law  in  the  county.  Mr.  McCully  is 
employed  by  the  year,  but  he  is  one  of  the  men  who  is  not  admitted  into  bar-rooms, 
while  a  gentleman  of  my  calibre  will  be  admitted  at  once. 

14544.  Then  the  Act  is  restrictive  so  far  as  Mr.  McCully  is  concerned — it  doecnot 
admit  him  ? — Yes. 

14545.  Do  you  think  if  Mr.  McCully  were  not  the  prosecutor,  he  would  gain  admis^ 
sion  ? — I  do  not  think  he  goes  to  bar-rooms. 

14546.  Do  you  think  he  could  do  so,  if  he  wanted  to  do  so,  if  he  were  not  the  pro- 
secutor ? — Yes. 

G.  P.  Thomas. 
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14547.  What  do  you  think  of  the  proposition  that  the  Parliament  of  Canada  should 
appoint  officers  to  enforce  the  Scott  Act  1 — It  would  be  very  unfair,  unless  the  fines  went 
to  the  Dominion. 

14548.  They  would,  I  suppose.  But  would  it  be  fair,  if  the  fines  were  not  found 
sufficient  for  the  purpose,  to  tax  people  elsewhere  than  in  these  places  where  the  Act  is  the 
law,  to  pay  the  expenses  of  compelling  the  observance  of  the  Act  here  ? — I  think  it 
would  be  very  unfair. 

14549.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  observance  of  the  Scott  Act  at  Sackville? — 
I  do. 

14550.  How  has  it  been  observed  there? — There  has  not  been  much  difference  for 
about  20  years. 

14551. '  How  is  it  observed  in  Sussex  ? — I  was  there  last  week  and  defended  Whealen. 

14552.  How  is  the  Act  observed  there  1 — I  do  not  know  as  to  the  quality  of  liquor 
sold,  but  there  is  plenty  of  it. 

14553.  How  is  it  at  Amhei*st? — That  is  in  Cumberland  County,  Nova  Scotia. 
There  is  the  same  difficulty  there  as  exists  in  every  section  of  the  Province  where  the 
Act  is  in  force.  They  have  complaints  made  and  charges  preferred  and  convictions  and 
imprisonments.  In  Springhill  I  know  of  one  man  who  is  now  going  through  the  farce 
of  third  offence  charges  being  made  against  him  every  week,  and  the  authorities  cannot 
catch  him. 

1455*.  He  must  "  work  the  tiger"  ?— Yes. 

1 4555.  They  do  not  require  a  *'  tiger  "  in  Moncton  ? — Not  at  all ;  sale  is  quite  open. 

1 4556.  Would  a  stranger  know  that  the  sale  of  liquor  was  prohibited,  unless  he  had 
been  previously  told?  -Everything  connected  with  the  bar  is  more  respectable  now  than 
it  was  under  license.  There  is  more  liquor  sold  and  there  are  more  opportunities  for 
selling  it  than  under  license. 

14557.  The  City  Marshal  has  stated  that  during  the  last  eight  years  there  have 
been  fines  imposed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  $9,000,  which  would  not  be  more  than  $100 
fine  for  each  person  per  annum  ? — No. 

14558.  It  would  not  be  $50  each,  if  there  were  as  many  unlicensed  places  as  you 
say  ? — Yes. 

14559.  Then  in  your  opinion,  the  law  has  been  very  loosely  observed,  and  is  even  a 
dead  letter  here  and  elsewhere  throughout  these  provinces  ? — Yes. 

1 4560.  And  especially  so  in  the  towns  ? — Yes,  but  more  so  here  than  in  Northum- 
berland or  any  other  place.  I  remember  in  Albert  the  Act  came  into  force  ;  the  auth- 
orities would  not  gi-ant  licenses  and  there  was  absolute  prohibition.  But  this  did  not 
continue  long  after  the  Act  was  in  force,  and  five  or  six  months  afterwards  my  principal 
was  sent  to  defend  people  charged  with  violations  of  the  Scott  Act,  and  that  in  a  county 
where  the  people  were  so  strongly  in  favour  of  prohibition  they  would  not  grant  licenses. 
Immediately  after  the  Scott  Act  was  brought  into  force,  the  people  were  not  satisfied  with 
the  condition  of  things ;  dealers  began  to  sell  liquor  and  they  are  selling  it  now. 

14561.  Then,  you  think  it  is  impossible  to  enforce  the  Scott  efficiently  ? — I  think,  if 
you  take  places  where  liquor  has  never  been  sold,  but  where  the  Scott  Act  has  been  put 
in  force,  you  must  consider  it  peculiar  that  people  have  been  induced  to  commence  the 
sale  of  liquor  there.  I  know  that  the  people  in  Kent,  where  there  i^  license,  come  to 
tliis  county  generally  to  get  their  liquor  supplies. 

1 4562.  Is  that  the  county  which  Commissioner  McLeod  has  had  compared  with  West- 
moreland ? — I  do  not  know  any  more  orderly  people  in  any  county  in  this  Province.  I 
will  say  this  for  Kent,  and  I  will  be  corroborated,  if  necessary,  by  the  whole  people,  that 
there  is  no  more  orderly  county  in  the  Province  than  is  Kent,  and  there  is  less  drinking 
there  than  in  any  one  of  the  counties  where  the  Scott  Act  is  in  force. 

14563.  How  do  the  convictions  for  drunkenness  in  Kent  compare  with  the  convic- 
tions in  Westmoreland  ?-  -I  do  not  know  any  cases,  except  two,  where  people  were  fined 
for  drunkenness. 

14564.  Are  the  people  fined  for  drunkenness  in  the  rural  districts? — I  know  of 
no  cases. 

fri-i<3<»_  14565.  Do  you  consider  that  Kent,  under  the  License  Act,  compares  favourably 
with  Westmoreland  under  the  Scott  Act  ?— The  Act  itself  is  more  prohibitive. 
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1 4566.  Do  you  mean  the  License  Act  1 — Yes.  The  Act  itself  gives  absolute  pro- 
hibition in  any  county  where  the  parties  choose  to  vote  for  it. 

14567.  You  now  refer  to  the  prohibitive  clauses  of  the  License  Act  of  the  Province  1 
— If  the  Municipal  Council  wish,  they  can  vote  to  have  no  licenses  issued. 

14568.  Is  the  county  under  license  ? — Yes. 

14569.  How  does  it  compare  under  license  with  counties  under  the  Scott  Act?— 
There  is  not  as  much  liquor  sold  according  to  the  population.  There  are  whole  villages, 
with  quite  a  number  of  people,  where  no  liquor  is  sold  at  all. 

14570.  The  Commistion  can  obtain  a  criminal  return  of  the  convictions  for 
drunkenness? — I  never  knew  one  in  the  county  outside  of  the  incorporated  towns. 

By  Mr,  *Gigatdt  : 

14571.  What  about  the  12th  of  July  ]  Is  it  true  that  the  City  Marshal  published 
a  notice  calling  upon  all  bars  to  close  on  that  day.  Here  is  the  advertisement  in  the 
Moncton  Times  of  the  11th : 

'*  CAUTION. — All  proprietors  of  bar  rooms  are  notified  to  close  their  respective  places  of  boiinets 
on  Tuesday,  July  12th.— CHARLES  FOSTER,  Police  Marshal." 

— Yes.  It  is  quite  customary  for  places  where  liquor  is  sold  to  have  a  notice  put  up,  to 
this  effect:  "This  bar  is  closed  on  Sunday."  This  was  the  custom  in  all  these  places 
some  time  ago. 

Judge  Mc  DONALD  announced  that  a  communication  had  been  handed  in  to 
the  Commissioners,  and  they  would  retire  to  consider  it. 

The  Commissioners  withdrew. 

On  returning  to  the  chamber, 

Judge  McDONALD  said  :  It  was  announced  to-day  that  the  Commission  would 
not  sit  longer  than  six  o'clock  this  evening.  An  application  has  been  made  to  have 
the  evidence  of  a  certain  number  of  additional  witnesses  taken,  and  the  Commissioners, 
having  considered  the  matter  fully,  have  resolved  to  adopt  this  course :  We  will  sit 
another  hour  now,  so  as  to  give  more  time  for  witnesses  to  be  called,  and  we  still  take  the 
same  course  we  have  adopted  elsewhere,  and  go  on  with  the  witnesses  in  r^ular  order. 
In  regard  to  the  question  as  to  the  appointment  of  the  dates  for  holding  the  sittings 
of  the  Commission,  I  may  state  that  only  one  of  the  Commissioners  possessed  any 
knowledge  of  this  province,  and  he,  acting  as  we  believe  on  the  very  best  information 
that  he  possessed,  named  this  day  for  the  purpose  of  holding  the  sitting  here.  His 
brother  Commissioners  concurred  with  him,  and  therefore  this  day  was  fixed.  The  Com- 
missioners have  decided  to  give  an  additional  hour  in  order  to  secure  further  testimony. 

Mr.  CLARKE. — It  is  desirable  to  state  that  the  dates,  places  and  length  of  sittings 
were  all  arranged  by  the  gentlemen  connected  with  the  Commission  who  represent 
the  Maritime  Provinces,  and  the  Commissioners  concurred  in  the  recommendations. 
That  is  the  position  of  affairs. 

Judge  McDONALD. — I  may  state  further  that,  so  far,  we  have  found  the  places 
named  and  the  times  allotted  have  been  satisfactory  for  our  purpose.  The  Commission- 
ers will  now  hear  the  next  witness.  * 


G.  P.  Thomas. 
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JOHN  T.  HAWKEj  of  Moncton,  journalist,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

14572.  How  long  have  you  been  a  journalist  at  Moncton  ? — Five  years. 

14573.  Has  the  Scott  Act  been  in  force  all  that  time  ? — Yes. 

14574.  Have  you  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  the  working  of  it  ? — I  have. 

14575.  What  do  you  think  of  its  working? — Its  operation  has  been  fairly  suc- 
cessful. 

14576.  The  Commissioners  desire  to  be  as  brief  with  you  as  we  consistently  may, 
and  at  the  same  time  allow  you  to  give  full  evidence.  No  doubt  you  have  heard  the 
evidence  given  by  witnesses  as  to  the  number  of  places  in  which  liquor  is  now  sold. 
Do  you  think  those  statements  are  correct  ? — I  think  the  statement  is  correct  in  regard 
to  the  number  of  places  where  liquor  is  sold  ;  but  the  Scott  Act  is  as  fairly  well  enforced 
as  is  the  law  against  stealing  or  any  other  law. 

14577.  We  are  told  there  are  twelve  places  engaged  in  illicit  selling.  Do  you 
think  as  many  people  are  engaged  in  the  business  of  stealing  ?— -More. 

1 4578.  With  whom  it  is  »  regular  business  ? — As  much  a  business  with  them  as  it 
is  with  those  people  selling  liquor. 

14579.  Have  you  had  any  connection  with  the  enforcement  of  the  law,  either  as  a 
citizen  or  officially  1 — Not  with  the  enforcement,  but  with  the  adoption  of  the  Act. 

14580.  Do  you  think  the  officers  have  done  their  duty? — I  think  the  officers  have 
done  as  instructed  by  the  Council. 

14581.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  given,  and  the  statement  of  the  Chief  of 
Police,  that  instructions  were  given  to  him  each  year  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Police 
Committee,  directing  him  to  see  that  the  law  was  enforced.  Do  you  think  that  the 
Chief  Marshal  has  done  his  best,  as  far  as  could  be  reasonably  expected  of  him,  to 
enforce  the  Act  1 — I  think  the  present  Marshal  has  done  as  much  as  could  reasonably  be 
expected.  I  think  that  in  preceding  years  the  Act  was  not  well  enforced,  with  one 
exception,  and  that  was  about  1888,  when  the  repeal  movement  was  defeated. 

14582.  Then  the  Act  was  more  stringently  enforced? — Yes,  for  awhile. 

14583.  Have  you  found  from  your  experience  that  the  enforcement  is,  to  a  certain 
extent,  spasmodic? — Yes. 

14584.  I  suppose  the  same  remark  applies  to  other  sections  of  the  country? — It 
applies  to  the  other  laws  :  to  the  law  against  tramps,  for  example,  at  the  present  time. 

14585.  Is  there  at  present  a  very  vigorous  effort  being  made  to  enforce  the  law  in 
this  section  of  the  country  ? — Yes. 

14586.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  offer  to  the  Commissioners  in  the  shape  of 
amendments  to  this  Act,  with  a  view  to  making  it  more  workable  ? — I  favour  very 
strongly  the  suggestion  made  by  a  Judge  in  Fredericton,  that  we  should  have  some  ex- 
peditious plan  of  dealing  with  appeals.  There  is  no  question  that  the  operation  of  the 
Scott  Act  in  the  Maritime  Provinces  has  been  blocked  very  largely  by  the  apparent 
hostility  of  the  Judges,  as  represented  by  their  decisions,  and  by  their  granting  stay  of 
proceedings.     I  find  in  the  St.  John  Telegraph  of  July  26  this  paragraph  : 

**  In  Chambers. — Mr.  A.  I.  TMieman  applied  to  Judge  Palmer,  yesterday,  for  an  order  «r<torart 
in  the  case  of  ea:  jtartt  Brownell  and  ex  parte  Fillimore.  These  cases  were  Sackville  Scott  Act  con- 
victions made  by  Stipendiary  Magistrate  Cahili,  the  parties  heina  Mr.  Fred.  W.  Brownell  and  Mr. 
George  Fillimore  of  the  Intercolonial  Hotel.  The  first  was  convicted  for  keeping  liqnor  for  sale,  and 
the  latter  for  that,  and  for  selling  by  his  bartender.  Mr.  Trueman  held  that  two  persons  could  not 
be  fined  for  keeping  the  same  liquor  for  sale  at  the  same  time,  and  that  Mr.  Fillimore  should  not  be 
convicted  of  selling  by  his  bartender  when  he  had  been  summoned  on  a  personal  charge.  His  Honour 
said  that  he  did  not  think  he  could  set  aside  the  convictions  against  Mr.  Fillimore  at  all,  and 
that  if  both  had  been  convicted  for  the  same  offence  during  the  same  period  of  time  he  would  not 
hav«  granted  the  order  at  all.  But  he  said  he  would  grant  the  orders  in  each  and  let  them  all  go  up 
to  the  Supreme  Court  together.  " 

There  are  cases  where  Judges  think  a  certain  application  should  be  denied,  but. 
they  practically  grant  an  order  for  a  stay  of  proceedings.  The  experience  of  the  tem- 
perance people  in  this  and  other  counties  of  New  Brunswick  has  been  that  the  Judges^ 
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especially  Judge  Palmer,  have  ordered  stay  of  proceedings  again  and  again,  apparently 
on  the  most  trivial  grounds,  and  the  effect  of  that  course  has  been  to  discourage  the 
temperance  people. 

14587.  Do  you  think  it  desirable  to  adopt  the  course  suggested  to-day,  of  having 
an  appeal  from  the  Magistrate  direct  to  the  County  Court  Judge  in  chambers,  who  should 
try  the  case  and  dispose  of  it  ? — The  difficulty  hajs  been  that  many  of  the  appeals  have 
taken  two  years  and  even  longer  before  decisions  have  been  arrived  at.  In  the  mean- 
time the  parties  in  connection  with  the  cases  may  die  or  leave  the  country.  There  is 
another  aspect  of  the  question,  and  it  is  this  :  bearing  in  mind  the  whole  circumstances 
connected  with  the  enforcement  of  the  law,  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  temperance 
people  have  not  that  direct  monetary  interest  in  the  enforcement  of  the  law  which  people 
interested  in  the  liquor  traffic  possess  ;  and  while  the  funds  in  connection  with  appeals 
have  to  be  provided  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  temperance  people,  who  have  no  direct 
pecuniary  interest  in  opposing  the  traffic,  the  funds  for  blocking  proceedings  for  the 
enforcement  of  the  Act  are  supplied  by  people  who  have  a  direct  interest  in  preventing 
its  enforcement.  That  has  been  the  way  all  through.  Another  difficulty  found  in  this 
province,  so  far  as  the  Judges  are  concerned,  has  been  this,  that  the  personal  habits  of 
some  of  the  Judges,  as  manifested  in  the  courts,  have  been  such  as  to  cause  them  no 
longer  to  enjoy  the  confidence  of  the  people.  We  have  had  cases  of  intoxication  on  the 
part  of  Judges  in  this  county,  w^hile  discharging  their  duties  on  the  Bench. 

14588.  Do  you  mean  in  Scott  Act  cases? — In  cases  generally.  This  is  a  notorious 
fact ;  and  the  effect  has  been,  as  regards  a  large  number  of  the  temperance  people,  to 
destroy  their  confidence  in  the  Judges.  It  is  a  very  unpleasant  state  of  affairs.  In  the 
case  of  Judge  Fraser,  he  was  intoxicated  at  a  court  held  by  himself  in  this  county. 

JuDfiE  McDonald. — Pardon  me,  Mr.  Hawke.  I  felt  great  difficulty,  when  yoa 
made  a  general  statement  as  regards  the  Judges,  in  even  permitting  you  to  go  that  far; 
but  I  was  restrained  by  a  feeling  of  delicacy  on  my  part  as  a  Commissioner  in  interfer- 
ing. I  may  say,  however,  that  the  Commission  cannot  and  will  not  allow  a  statement 
of  that  kind  to  be  made  regarding  an  individual  Judge,  particularly  in  regard  to  a  mat- 
ter that  is  not  immediately  connected  with  the  administration  of  the  Scott  Act  cases, 
without  expressing  their  entire  dissent  from  it.  You  will  understand  the  position  of 
the  Commission. 

WITNESS. — I  understand  the  position  exactly. 

Judge  McDONALD. — We  will  not  allow  such  statements  to  be  made.  We  have 
found  it  necessary  in  all  cases  not  evcjn  to  allow  names  to  come  in  the  evidence,  much 
less  the  name  of  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  Brunswick. 

WITNESS. — I  understand  the  ground  you  take.  1  understand  also  that  I  have 
to  give  full  evidence,  and  state  the  reasons  why  we  have  experienced  difficulty  in  this 
province  in  enforcing  the  Scott  Act ;  and  I  desire,  whether  rightly  or  wrongly,  fully 
recognizing  the  importance  of  the  oath  I  have  taken,  to  do  this  ;  and  I  have  recognized 
that  one  of  the  difficulties  in  connection  with  the  enforcement  of  the  Act  is  with  respect 
to  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Judge  McDONALD. — The  gentleman  whose  name  you  have  mentioned  occupies 
a  very  high  position  as  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  province,  and  he  occupies 
a  very  high  position  otherwise  ;  and  I  must  only  charitably  suppose  that  you  are  labour- 
ing under  a  mistiike  in  regard  to  the  state  of  facts  to  which  you  have  referred. 

WITNESS. — I  have  made  the  statement  nn6er  oath,  and  I  am  liable  to  be  pro- 
secuted for  it. 

Judge  McDONALD. — Do  you  make  it  under  oath  now  ? 

WITNESS. — I  take  the  opportunity  of  making  it  under  oath,  so  that  I  may  be 
prosecuted  for  it. 

Judge  McDONALD. — Have  you  taken  any  steps  to  bring  this  matter  before  the 
attention  of  the  Dominion  Grovernment  ? 

WITNEvSS. — I  made  the  charge  previously  in  my  newspaper. 

Judc;e  McDONALD. — The  same  charge  you  have  made  here? 

WITNESS. — The  same  charge.  I  have  made  it  on  an  affidavit  or  declaration  be- 
fore the  Supreme  Court,  but  the  Judges  ordered  it  to  be  struck  out,  and  would  not  in- 
vestigate it. 

John  T.  Hawke. 
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JuDfcE  McDonald. — Do  you  make  it  with  the  view  of  having  an  investigation 
held. 

WITNESS. — With  the  view  of  having  an  investigation. 

Judge  McDONALD. — It  is  not  germane  to  the  investigation^  and  a  statement  of 
this  character,  made  against  a  Judge  occupying  a  high  position,  cannot  be  allowed  to 
pass.  I  will  have  an  official  copy  of  your  statement,  made  under  oath,  forwarded  to 
Judge  Fraser. 

Mr.  CLARKE. — I  think  it  is  time  the  people  should  know  all  about  this  charge. 

Judge  McDonald. — I  shall  consider  it  my  duty  to  have  this  statement,  and  the 
remarks  made  upon  it  extended,  and  a  copy  sent  to  Judge  Fraser.  If  you,  Mr.  Hawke, 
wish  to  have  a  copy,  it  shall  be  given  to  you. 

WITNESS.— I  have  no  objection. 

Mr.  CLARKK — This  is  the  same  Judge  with  whom  you  had  trouble,  before,  Mr. 
Hawke? 

WITNESS. — Yes  ;  the  charge  was  not  investigated. 

Judge  McDONALD. — I  may  state  from  my  own  personal  knowledge  of  Judge 
Fraser  that  you,  Mr.  Hawke,  must  be  labouring  under  an  error  in  regard  to  this  matter. 
I  do  not  dispute  what  you  say. 

WITNESS. — I  think  it  has  a  bearing  on  the  subject  that  is  being  investigated.  I 
understand  the  investigation  is  a  privileged  one  under  any  circumstances,  and  that 
evidence  given  and  statements  made  are  privileged. 

Mr.  CLARKE. — You  do  not  ask  to  be  exonerated  from  responsibility? 

WITNESS.— No,  not  at  all. 

Judge  McDONALD. — I  may  state  to  you  that  no  statement  made  here  by  any 
witness  is  privileged  ;  but  if  any  witness  is  called  upon  to  answer  any  question  he  thinks 
would  have  an  injurious  effect  on  himself,  he  may  claim  the  protection  of  the  Commis- 
sion, and  that  would  be  extended  to  him. 

WITNESS. — What  I  meant  by  privileged  was,  that  if  I  made  statements  here, 
they  were  privileged  statements. 

Mr.  CLARKE. — I  object  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  statement. 

Judge  McDONALD. — The  responsibility  remains  on  aijy  one,  just  as  if  the  state- 
ment were  made  anywhere  else.     We  will  now  proceed  with  your  evidence,  Mr.  Hawke. 

[Examination  resumed.] 

14589.  Are  there  any  other  amendments  you  could  suggest  to  the  Scott  Act? — I 
think  the  Act  would  be  better  enforced  by  the  appointment  of  special  officers  to  see  to 
its  enforcement. 

1 4590.  How  would  you  have  that  officer  or  officers  appointed  ? — I  am  not  strongly 
in  favour  of  either  Dominion  or  Provincial  appointments,  but  an  appointment  by  either 
Government  would  be  preferable  to  an  appointment  by  the  County  Council. 

14591.  How  do  you  propose  to  meet  the  expense? — I  think  it  should  be  provided 
out  of  the  general  funds,  and  it  should  be  provided  by  the  appointing  power. 

jBi/  Mr.  Clarke  : 

14592.  You  know  the  Ontario  Act,  I  presume? — Yes. 

14593.  Is  not  that  a  better  course  to  adopt,  that  is  so  say,  the  Government  to 
appoint  an  officer  and  call  on  the  municipalities  to  provide  the  funds  ? — Yes,  that  was 
the  way  it  was  done.  It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that  in  these  Maritime  Pro- 
vinces the  conditions  are  different  from  those  prevailing  in  Ontario.  In  this  province 
the  people  are  accustomed  to  look  to  the  local  (Government,  whereas  in  Ontario  munici- 
palities are  more  independent.  For  instance,  our  roads  are  maintained  out  of  the 
general  funds,  whereas  in  Ontario  the  municipalities  maintain  them.  The  conditions  of 
the  province  are  different. 

14594.  What  bodies  erect  the  county  buildings  and  jails? — The  counties. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

14595.  You  have  a  knowledge  of  the  condition  of  things  generally,  I  suppose. 
Would  it  be  an  unreasonable  burden  to  impose  on  a  community  which  votes  in  favour 
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of  the  Scott  Act  that  it  shall  provide  whatever  sum  may  be  required,  in  addition  to  the 
funds  derived  from  convictions,  to  thoroughly  enforce  the  Act? — No  more  than  that  the 
counties  should  be  asked  to  provide  for  the  enforcement  of  any  law.  I  do  not  see  any 
difference  in  the  case. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod, : 

14596.  You  are  a  newspaper  publisher,  I  believe? — Yes.  I  publish  the  Tranaeripi 
in  this  city. 

14597.  How  many  persons  do  you  wnploy  in  your  establishment? — The  avera^ 
is  from  10  to  18. 

14598.  You  have  a  regular  printing  ofBce? — Yes. 

14599.  What  is  your  rule  in  regard  to  employment  of  hands,  as  to  their  being  total 
abstainers  t— -We  have  no  rules,  but  I  give  preference  to  total  abstainers  always. 

14600.  Is  that  because  they  are  safer  employees? — They  are  more  steady  in  their 
employment  and  are  more  reliable  in  every  way. 

14601.  In  regard  to  working  your  machinery  and  presses:  do  you  think  total 
abstainers  are  better  hands  ? — I  think  there  is  no  comparison  between  the  two. 

14602.  Have  you  had  any  trouble  with  your  men?—  Yes,  I  have  had  difficulties, 
like  all  other  employers,  with  drinking  men. 

14603.  How  does  the  drink  habit  effect  men  as  employers? — It  is  very  prejudicial 
to  business  men,  causing  loss  both  directly  and  indirectly. 

14604.  As  a  newspaper  man,  have  you  a  very  good  idea  of  the  public  sentiment  on 
this  question  throughout  your  constituency  ? — Yes ;  as  regards  Westmoreland  and 
Albert  especially. 

14605.  Also  in  regard  to  Cumberland? — Somewhat  in  that  county. 

14606.  What  is  your  idea  of  the  sentiment  of  the  people  in  respect  to  prohibition? 
— The  overwhelming  sentiment  in  Westmoreland  and  Albert  is  in  favour  of  total  pro- 
hibition, and  the  sentiment  is  much  stronger  in  favour  of  total  prohibition  than  it  is 
in  favour  of  the  Scott  Act. 

14607.  How  do  you  account  for  that  cirumstance  ? — I  find  men  like  the  last  witness 
and  also  hotel-keepers  who^iell  me  they  are  in  favour  of  prohibition,  but  are  opposed  to 
the  Scott  Act. 

14608.  So  they  think  prohibition  more  easily  enforced? — They  think  it  a  more 
logical  law,  for  some  reason  or  other,  than  the  Scott  Act. 

1 4609.  Are  you  able  to  compare  the  Scott  Act,  as  you  have  observed  it  in  Moncton 
and  Westmoreland  and  Albert,  with  the  license  law  ? — Yes.  I  lived  in  Ontario  a  great  many 
years,  and  especially  in  Toronto,  and  as  a  journalist  in  those  cities  I  had  opportunities 
of  learning  much  in  regard  to  the  enforcement  of  the  license  law.  My  opinion  is  that 
the  Scott  Act  is  as  well  enforced  in  Moncton  as  what  you  may  call  the  restrictive  clauses 
of  the  license  law  are  enforced  in  Ontario,  in  Toronto  or  other  cities  or  towns  of  the 
provinca  I  also  lived  in  EJngland  for  many  years,  and  I  think  if  anything  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  Scott  Act  is  superior  to  the  enforcement  of  the  restrictive  clauses  of  the 
license  laws  in  England. 

14610.  Do  you  believe  that  well  enforced  national  prohibition  of  the  manufacture, 
importation  and  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor  would  benefit  the  country  in  its  busine^ 
interests  and  social  life  ? — I  think  it  would  benefit  the  country  financially,  commercially 
and  morally. 

14611.  What  effect  would  it  have  on  the  commercial  interests  of  the  country!— I 
think  the  effect  on  the  commercial  interests  would  be  most  beneficial,  because  the  liquor 
traffic  is  a  business  which  destroys  other  businesses.  It  causes  loss  of  time  and  labour ; 
it  causes  men  to  cease  to  earn,  and  in  the  aggregate  a  country  with  a  very  large  drink- 
ing population  would  not  earn  as  much  from  industry  as  a  country  with  a  much  less 
drinking  population  or  community. 

14612.  Supposing  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor  should  be 
prohibited,  what  would  occur  as  regards  the  capital  invested  in  it?--The  same  as 
occurred  in  regard  to  capital  invested  by  slave-holders  in  slaves — they  would  have  to 
lose  it. 

John  T.  Hawke. 
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146]  3.  Do  you  think  the  capital  invested  in  distilleries  and  breweries  would  find 
other,  and  profitable  employment  1 — I  think  there  would  be  a  temporary  loss,  as  there  is  in 
any  industrial  change ;  but  compensation  would  occur.  I  was  in  former  years  in  favour 
of  granting  compensation ;  but  I  have  since  then  arrived  at  a  more  mature  conclusion  on 
the  question,  and  I  am  now  opposed  to  granting  compensation.  I  th^nk  that,  logically, 
a  strong  case  cannot  be  made  out. 

14614.  So  you  prefer,  as  between  the  several  modes  suggested  of  dealing  with  the 
liquor  question,  that  of  enacting  a  general  prohibitory  measure  1 — I  believe  in  total 
prohibition.  I  think  that  the  State  ought  not  to  license,  and  that  it  is  immoral  to 
license  an  immoral  traffic. 

14615.  Take  the  law  here  and  elsewhere  which  prohibits  the  sale,  and  then  aamit 
that  violations  occur,  how  do  you  suppose  the  law  is  afifecting  the  community  ? — I  do 
not  think  it  affects  the  community  to  any  appreciable  extent. 

14616.  Do  you  think  that  laws  for  the  restriction  of  evils  do  anything  towards 
creating  public  sentiment  against  those  evils,  even  though  thosf  laws  are  violated  1 — I 
certainly  think  they  educate  public  sentiment  in  favour  of  restriction. 

14617.  Do  you  think  the  effect  of  the  Scott  Act  has  been  such  in  Moncton,  in 
spite  of  violations  of  the  law  ? — In  spite  of  violations,  the  tendency  has  been  to  make 
not  only  the  drink  habit  but  the  drink  traffic  disreputable. 

14618.  What  leads  you  to  believe  that  the  people  are  more  favourable  to  the  Scott 
Act  now  than  they  were  at  the  outset  1 — Because  of  the  increasing  number  of  votes 
given  in  its  favour,  as  shown  ^t  the  different  elections  in  Westmoreland. 

14619.  How  many  elections  have  there  been  ? — Three.  The  original  vote  was  taken 
in  1879.  There  were  1,082  votes  given  for  the  Scott  A^t  and  279  against.  In  1884 
there  was  a  vote  taken  for  the  repeal  of  the  Act.  There  were  1,774  votes  for  the  Act 
and  1,701  against  it.  In  1888  a  second  repeal  election  was  held.  There  were  2,446 
vote^  for  the  Act  and  only  1,698  against  it,  an  actual  reduction  in  the  number  of  votes 
polled  against  it  during  four  years.  I  find  on  comparing  the  returns  of  the  Scott  Act 
election  in  1888  with  the  returns  of  the  Dominion  general  election  in  1887 — the  two 
elections  taking  place  on  the  same  list,  the  only  dfifference  being  that  the  list  when 
used  for  the  Scott  Act  was  one  year  older  than  that  used  for  the  Dominion  election,  and 
therefore  there  must  have  been  an  increase  of  the  number  of  absentees  or  dead  names 
on  the  list — the  following  results  : — The  number  of  votes  polled  at  the  general  election 
of  1887  was  6,043  out  of  7,377,  while  at  the  Scott  Act  election  in  1888  there  were 
polled  4,162  votes  out  of  7,377  nominally  on  the  list. 

1 4620.  You  think  that  is  a  fair  expression  of  public  opinion  1 — Yes.  I  think  if  we  allow 
for  the  natural  increase  and  the  number  of  dead  names  on  the  list,  there  was  not  a  vote  of 
an  actual  bona  fide  voter  polled  on  the  Scott  Act  less  than  was  polled  at  the  general 
election  of  1887.  I  find,  moreover,  that  the  candidate  at  the  Dominion  elections  in  1887 
was  elected  by  542  majority,  and  I  have  never  yet  heard  any  one  object  to  that  as  being 
an  unsatisfactory  expression  of  public  opinion.  In  1888  the  Scott  Act  was  sustained  by 
a  majority  of  782  votes. 

14621.  Then  the  Scott  Act  had  a  greater  majority  than  the  member  of  Parliament  ? 
— Yes,  than  the  member  for  the  Dominion  Parliament  secured  in  1887. 

14622.  The  Scott  Act  won? — Yes,  there  was  a  much  larger  majority,  although  a 
somewhat  smaller  vote  was  polled. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

14623.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  Scott  Act  is  as  well  enforced  in 
Moncton  as  the  law  against  stealing  ? — Yes. 

14624.  Do  you  know  there  are  from  12  to  28  places  where  liquor  is  being  sold  here? 
— I  have  heard  the  testimony  to  that  effect.  I  compare  the  difference  between  14  and 
28,  or  say  10,  as  the  difference  between  10  regular  thieves  and  10  boys  who  go  into  an 
orchard  and  steal  apples. 

14625.  Are  there  10  people  who  day  after  day  steal  in  this  city,  and  who  are  known 
to  the  public  as  doing  so,  aad  yet  no  attempt  is  made  to  arrest  them  and  stop  their  pro- 
ceedings ? — There  are  attempts  mcule  to  put  a  stop  to  thefts,  because  there  are  almost 
every  week  arrests  for  theft. 
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14626.  The  same  persons  day  after  day  ?— Not  day  after  day.  I  do  not  know  that 
the  same  people  are  brought  up  day  after  day  for  violations  of  the  Scott  Act. 

14627.  But  you  think  the  law  in  regard  to  stealing  is  being  flagrantly  violated 
every  day — perhaps  flagrantly  would  be  a  wrong  word  to  use? — I  say  I  believe  the  Scott 
Act  is  as  fairly  well  enforced  in  Moncton  as  is  the  law  against  stealing. 

By  Mr.  Gigaidt  : 

14628.  What  was  the  majority  in  Moncton  when  the  Scott  Act  was  adopted?— I 
do  not  know  the  returns  at  the  first  election  ;  I  have  not  the  whole  returns.  I  can  tell 
you  what  the  majority  was  in  1 888. 

'  Judge  McDONALD. — I  wish  to  say  to  you,  Mr.  Hawke,  that  as  your  statement 
respecting  one  of  the  Judges  may  have  been  made  in  a  moment  of  excitement,  if  you  wish 
now  to  withdraw  it,  we  shall  have  the  whole  of  that  part  of  the  evidence  struck  from 
the  record. 

WITNESS. — I  could  not  withdraw  it,  in  justice  to  myself. 

Mb.  CLARKE. — I  object  to  the  statement  being  withdrawn. 

Judge  McDONALD. — Do  you,  Mr.  Hawke,  still  decline  to  withdraw  the  stat^ 
ment  you  have  made  ? 

WITNESS.— I  believe  the  statement  to  be  true. 


ROBERT  A.  BOKDEN,  of  Moncton,'  barrister,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

14629.  How  long  have  you  practised  law  in  Moncton? — Nearly  twenty  years. 

14630.  Then  you  have  kno%n  Moncton  both  under  the  Scott  Act  and  under  the 
license  law  ? — Yes. 

14631.  Have  you  had  anything  to  do  officially  with  the  enforcement  of  the  Act  as 
prosecuting  Counsel? — No. 

14632.  Have  you  had  anything  to  do  with  the  operation  of  the  Act  as  a  barrister, 
professionally  ? — No,  very  little. 

14633.  Then  you  have  neither  prosecuted  nor  defended  many  cases? — No. 

14634.  Have  you  had  any  opportunity  of  observing  the  working  of  the  Act  in  this 
community  ? — Only  as  a  general  observer. 

14635.  How  have  you  found  it  to  work? — I  cannot  say  that,  so  far  as  my  observa- 
tion goes,  it  has  effected  anything  in  the  way  of  suppressing  the  sale  of  liquor.  There 
is  liquor  sold  now,  as  there  has  been  under  any  other  circumstances. 

14636.  Do  you  think  it  is  sold  in  as  many  places? — Yes. 

14637.  There  was  a  statement  made  here  by  the  Chief  Marshal  of  the  town,  that 
there  wer«  ten  or  twelve  places  where  liquor  was  regularly  sold.  Do  you  think  that  is 
correct  ? — I  should  think  so,  and  even  more  places. 

14638.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  in  the  county?— 
Only  in  passing  through.  I  have  been  in  a  number  of  places,  Dorchester,  Shediac  and 
others. 

14639.  How  do  you  find  it  working  in  those  places? — The  bar-rooms  in  the  hotels 
are  always  open.     I  have  never  been  at  any  places  where  it  was  not  so. 

1 4640.  Has  there  seemed  to  be  any  difficulty  on  the  part  of  the  people  in  obtaining 
intoxicating  beverages  at  those  places  ? — No,  the  bar-room  is  open  for  general  use, 

14641.  Dorchester  is  the  county  town,  I  believe? — Yes. 

1 4642.  And  the  Assize  Court  is  held  there  ? — Yes. 

14643.  Are  there  any  amendments  you  could  suggest  to  the  law  to  make  it  more 
workable  ? — No.  I  possess  hardly  sufficient  familiarity  with  the  procedure  to  suggest 
any  amendments. 

John  T.  Hawke. 
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14644.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  law,  would  there  be  any  diflSculties  in  the  way 
of  the  authorities  appointing  an  Inspector  to  enforce  the  law,  if  they  wished  to  do  so  ? — 
No ;  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  doing  so.     It  would  be  largely  a  question  of  finance. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  ■: 

14645.  How  long  have  you  resided  here^? — Nearly  twenty  years. 

14646.  Then  you  were  here  before  the  Scott  Act  became  law? — Yes. 

14647.  Do  you  remember  how  many  licensed  places  there  were  at  that  time? — 
They  were  some  ten  or  twelve  licenses  granted. 

1 4648.  Do  you  recollect  sufficiently  clearly  to  be  able  to  make  a  comparison  between 
the  existing  state  of  things  and  the  conditions  which  existed  under  the  license  system  ? 
— I  do  not  notice  any  material  diffisrence 

14649.  You  do  not  notice  any  material  difference  between  the  present  condition 
and  the  condition  under  license  ? — Not  in  regard  to  the  consumption  of  liquor  or  the 
facihties  for  obtaining  it. 

14650.  As  a  resident  of  Moncton,  have  you  any  hesitation  in  declaring  that  the 
law  is  continuously  violated  ? — It  is. 

14651-52.  Have  persons  coming  into  the  city  any  difficulty  in  procuring*  liquor  if 
they  wish  it  ? — They  have  no  difficulty. 

14653.  There"  are  open  bars  ? — I  have  seen  them  open  in  a  number  of  places. 

14654.  Are  offences  against  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  more  or  less  flagrant  than 
offences  against  the  laws  relating  to  taking  other  people's  goods,  stealing,  for  instance  ? 
— Most  decidedly. 

14655.  Is  the  law  against  stealing  as  flagrantly  violated  as  the  law  against  selling 
liquor  ?  -  No,  we  very  seldom  hear  of  cases  of  stealing ;  that  is  in  comparison.  In  fact, 
I  do  not  know  that  we  have  more  -  than  one  9r  two  cases  of  theft  a  week  or  even  a 
month. 

14656.  It  would  not  be  possible  for  ten,  twelve  or  more  people  to  be  steadily,  con- 
tinuously and  flagrantly  violating  the  law  regarding  theft  by  taking  other  people's 
articles  of  property ;  but,  I  understand  you  to  say,  that  numbers  of  hotel-keepers  sell 
liquor  contrary  to  law,  aAd  are  not  brought  up  before  the  courts  and  punished  ? — Quite  so. 

14657.  Do  you  think  it  possible  to  enforce  the  Scott  Act? — I  am  not  prepared  to 
give  an  opinion  on '  that  point.  I  can  only  judge  from  past  results,  and  it  does  not 
appear  to  me  that  it  can  be  done,  unless  some  better  means  are  devised  for  enforc- 
ing it. 

1 4658.  Can  you  suggest  any  better  means  which  could  be  taken  ? — I  do  not  know 
of  any. 

14659.  Would  the  appointment  of  an  official  by  the  Dominion,  charged  with  the 
enforcement  of  the  Act,  be  an  improvement  ? — It  would  depend  a  good  deal  on  the  kind 
of  man  who  was  appointed,  and  in  fact  I  do  not  know  that  it  would  make  very  much 
difference.  It  might  be  an  improvement  if  an  individual  was  appointed  whose  sole 
business  it  was  to  look  after  the  enforcement  of  the  Act,  for  he  might  be  able  to  do  this 
more  closely  than  is  done  now.  ' 

14660.  Is  the  sentiment  of  the  city  overwhelmingly  or  strongly  in  favour  of  the 
enforcement  of  the  Act  ? — There  are  a  large  number  of  people  in  the  city  who  are 
strongly  in  favour  of  the  enforcement  of  the  Act,  and  there  are  a  large  number  who  are 
indifferent  about  it  and  do  not  take  any  active  part  in  it  one  way  or  the  other.  I  would 
not  say  there  was  an  overwhelming  majority  of  the  people  in  favour  of  the  Act. 

14661.  Is  there  a  majority  of  the  people  of  the  city  in  favour  of  the  Act  ? — I  am 
^  not  prepared  to  say. 

14662.  Are  there  any  legal  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  City  Council  appointing 
special  policemen  or  inspectors  to  enforce  the  Act  ? — There  are  no  legal  difficulties  in 
the  way. 

14663.  Do  the  Council  reflect  the  opinion  of  the  citizens  in  not  appointing  a  special 
officer? — I  think  it  is  a  financial  question.  The  question  comes  up  under  the  vote  for 
supplies  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Town  Council.  The  Council  vote  a  certain  appro- 
priation for  police  purposes,  and  of  course  the  City  Council  have  only  a  certain  amount 
of  money  with  which  to  pay  the  police. 
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14664.  Do  not  the  Council  prepare  the  estimates? — Yes;  they  prepare  the  esti- 
mates. We  have,  however,  a  town-meeting ;  a  statement  is  prepared  of  how  much 
money  is  required,  and  the  electors  decide  how  much  money  shall  be  voted  for  expenses 
during  the  year  for  each  particular  purpose. 

14665.  So  there  is  a  vote  taken  for  the  police  appropriation? — Yes.  There  is  so 
much  voted  for  the  police  each  year  by  the  electors. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

14666.  Suppose  there  is  an  estimate  submitted,  showing  that  $2,000  are  reqaired 
for  the  police,  how  would  the  expression  of  the  feeling  of  the  electors  be  obtdned  in  re- 
gard to  that  ?--There  would  be  motions  made,  and  no  doubt  an  elector  would  move  that 
an  appropriation  of  $1,000  be  made,  or  $1,500  for  the  police.  The  matter  is  decided  at 
a  public  meeting. 

14667.  Is  the  amount  voted  decided  by  a  show  of  hands? — Usually  by  a  show  of 
hands,  unless  some  one  wants  a  division  taken,  and  then  the  meetihg  divides. 

14668.  So  there  is  an  opportunity  given  every  ratepayer  every  year  to  propose  that 
money  be  voted  for  the  appointment  of  an  officer  to  enforce  the  Scott  Act  ?— Yes. 

14669.  Has  such  a  movement  yet  been  made  ? — I  have  never  heard  it  specially 
mentioned.     There  is  always  an  appropriation  made  for  police  purposes. 

14670.  As  an  old  resident  of  Moncton,  do  you  think  the  police  force  is  sufficient  for 
all  the  purposes  in  the  town  ? — I  do  not  think  it  is,  if  the  people  expect  the  Scott  Act  to 
be  enforced. 

14671.  Did  you  hear  the  evidence  given  by  the  City  Marshal  this  morning?— Yes. 

14672.  He  said  he  was  the  only  officer  on  duty  in  the  day  time? — Yes. 

14673.  Surely  he  cannot  be  expected  by  the  people  to  look  after  the  prosecntions 
under  the  Scott  Act  and  do  the  general^  business  of  superintending  the  force  in  thepe^ 
fomiance  of  other  duties,  and  all  kinds  of  business? — I  do  not  see  how  he  can  doit. 

14674.  Are  people  generally  aware  that  he  is  the  only  officer  doing  duty  daring  the 
day?— Yes. 

14675.  In  the  popular  desire  to  have  the  Scott  Act  enforced,  has  any  attempt  been 
made  to  give  him  sufficient  asaistance  to  enforce  the  law,  or  to  appoint  a  special  officer 
whose  duty  it  would  be  to  look  after  the  enforcement  of  the  law? — Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

14676.  Do  you  attribute  this  fact  to  apathy,  or  to  what? — It  is  due  to  economy,  1 
think. 

14677.  Do  you  think  the  majority  of  the  people  prefer  that  the  Act  should  be  en- 
forced as  at  present,  rather  than  money  should  be  raised  for  the  purpose  of  efficiently 
enforcing  it? — It  is  just  in  this  position :  .When  the  appropriation  comes  up  at  the  an- 
nual meeting,  the  people  manifest  their  desire  for  economy,  and  they  wish  to  cut  down 
the  appropriations  as  much  as  possible,  so  that  the  amount  of  taxes  shall  be  as  light  as 
possible.  When  that  is  all  over,  and  they  come  to  think  about  e^orcing  the  Scott  Act^ 
they  remember  that  they  have  not  sufficient  money  to  attempt  to  carry  it  out 

14678.  So  the  more  rigid  enforcement  of  the  Act  forbidding  the  sale  of  liquor  is  put 
to  one  side  ? — It  is  not*  thought  of ;  I  never  heard  it  particularly  discussed. 

14679.  Is  there  any  reason  why  notice  of  motion  should  not  be  given  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  City  Council  looking  to  the  appointment  of  an  officer  to  enforce  the  Scott 
Act  ? — The  Council  would  have  no  money  for  the  purpose  of  paying  such  an  officer,  at  all 
events  at  present,  and  until  they  obtain  an  appropriation  from  the  electors  at  the  next 
annual  meeting. 

14680.  When  tbe  estimates  for  the  police  are  being  considered  and  voted  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  ratepayers,  is  a  certain  sum  estimated  as  that  which  will  be  de-  ^ 
rived  from  convictions  for  breaches  of  the  law  ? — I  suppose  so. 

14681.  Then  the  sum  necessary  to  pay  the  salaries  of  the  police  is  not  voted  by  the 
ratepayers ;  but  it  is  only  th^  sum  required  in  addition  to  the  fines  that  maybeimpoeed 
for  infringement  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — Those  fines  form  a  kind  of  general  fund,  anid  are 
devoted  to  miscellaneous  expenses.  A  good  deal  of  that  kind  of  expenditure  is  suppoaed 
to  come  out  of  the  general  funds. 

14682.  The  expenditure  is  made  under  the  head  of  miscellaneous  or  necessary  ex- 
penditure :  and  are  not  Scott  Act  fines  put  into  that  fund  ? — I  do  not  say  they  are. 

Robert  A.  Borden. 
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14683.  How  are  they  appropriated  ? — I  do  not  know  how  those  particular  fines  are 
appropriated. 

14684.  It  would  be  possible  to  appropriate  those  fines  for  payment  of  another 
policeman  ?— They  might  be  so  appropriated. 

14685.  There  has  been  no  effort  made,  by  the  appointment  of  additional  police  or 
of  an  Inspector,  to  secure  the  more  rigid  observance  of  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  1 — 
Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

14686.  And  your  experience  as  far  as  the  city  is  concerned  and  the  province  where 
you  have  been  is,  that  the  law  is  not  enforced  ?— Unless  you  call  fining  people  en- 
forcing it. 

14687.  Any  one  who  desires  liquor  can  procure  it  ? — Yes. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

14688.  If,  at  one  of  the  town  meetings,  the  electors  favourable  to  the  Act  peti- 
tioned the  Council  to  submit  an  estimate  for  the  payment  of  an  Inspector,  would  they 
not  do  it  ? — I  have  not  learned  anything  of  that,  I  think  it  would  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  town. 

14689.  If  a  petition  had  been  presented  to  the  Council,  would  they  have  done  it? 
— They  have  done  nothing  that  I  have  heard. 

14690.  In  what  month  is  this  town  meeting  held  1 — February. 

14691.  Is  the  Mayor  elected  at  the  same  time? — No,  in  March. 

14692.  A  new  Council  comes  in  and  handles  these  estimates  ? — Yes. 

14693.  You  have  stated  your  view  as  to  the  fact  that  the  amount  of  permitted 
stealing  or  theft  in  a  city  is  not  at  all  to  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  with  the  per- 
mitted sale  of  intpxicating  liquor  ? — Quite  so. 

14694.  Suppose  there  were  opened  in  this  city,  ten  shops  for  the  receiving  of  stolen 
goods,  would  public  opinion  permit  them  to  go  on  ?-— No,  I  think  they  would  not  succeed. 

14695.  You  think  public  opinion  would  require  them  to  be  closed  1 — Yes,  certainly. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

14696.  Do  you  think  if  the  Scott  Act  or  some  general  prohibitory  law  were  well 
enforced,  it  would  have  a  beneficial  effect  ? — I  think  so. 


Rev.  W.  B.  WIGGINS,  of  Moncton,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : — 
By  Judge  McDonald  : 

14697.  What  is  your  calling  or  occupation  ? — Clergyman  of  the  Reformed  Baptist 
Ohurch. 

14698.  You  are  pastor  of  a  church  in  Moncton  ? — Yes. 

14699.  How  long  have  you  been  pastor  of  that  church? — Only  a  few  years ;  but  I 
have  been  a  pastor  working  in  the  town  for  about  seven  years. 

14700.  But  of  that  particular  congregation  ? — Only  three  years. 

14701.  Have  you  observed  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  in  this  community? — 
Yes.  As  secretary  of  a  Citizens'  Committee  who  were  enforcing  it  at  one  time,  I  kept 
A  record,  and  I  have  it  with  me ;  and  I  made  some  notes  while  I  held  office. 

14702.  How  long  did  you  hold  oflfice? — We  were  at  it  nearly  two  years,  during  the 
years  1886  to  1888. 

14703.  Did  that  body  do  what  it  reasonably  could  to  have  the  Act  enforced  as  far 
as  possible  ? — Yes. 

14704.  D6  you  know  whether  that  body  at  any  time  asked  the  Council  to  submit 
At  the  Town's  meeting  an  estimate  for  the  expense  of  an  Inspector  or  other  oflScer  to  carry 
out  this  Act  ? — I  do  not  remember  whether  there  was  anything  definite  done  or  not.  I 
know  there  was  talk  of  appointing  an  Inspector,  and  a  public  meeting  was  called  in  re- 
^rd  to  some  such  action ;  but  I  do  not  think  anything  was  done. 
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link  there  was  any  requisition  to  the  Council  to  have  that 

nent  made  to  have  an  estimate  prepared  for  the  purpose  U- 

I  years  of  which  you  speak,  how  many  complaints  were  made! 
3tics  of  Moncton  under  license  and  Moncton  under  the  Scott 

rces  have  you  gathered  them  ? — From  residents. 


statement  from  official  sources?—  I  have  tried,  but  I  never 
f  a  little  more  than  a  year  and  a  half,  or  a  little  more  than 
etime  in  September  1886  and  ran  on  till  September  in  1888, 
Ltions,  112  convictions,  49  cases  dismissed  ;  rum  sellers' fines 
e  collected  ;  supplied  by  friends  $400.  We  paid  out  to  law- 
tpenses  $1765.  We  promised  to  refund  contributions  to  the 
and  we  did  so. 

aid  : 

fines  were  enough  to  enable  you  to  pay  the  expenses  ?— Yes. 
i  some  78  places  where  liquor  could  be  obtained,  but  those 
re  were  25,  and  the  Marshal  said  there  were  not  more  than 

to  repeal  the  Act,  and  the  vote  stxxxl  1,698  to  2,4^4,  or  a 
The  vote  in  the  town  stood  204  for  repeal  and  600  against 
eing  publicly  exposed  for  sale,  as  it  was  when  we  began, 
he  street  and  see  the  bottles  in  the  windows,  so  soon  as  we 
e  taken  away  from  the  windows  and  the  blinds  were  closed, 
irere  at  their  wit's  ends  to  know  how  they  might  sell.  They 
x  succession  of  clerks.    For  instance,  one  clerk  would  be  here 

and  another  would  come  in  his  place.  There  were  places 
jor,  pay  your  money  and  not  see  by  whom  it  was  supplied, 
were  the  results  of  our  actions.     Some  of  these  people  had 

imendments  to  the  Scott  Act  you  could  suggest  from  your 
would  suggest  is,  that  instead  of  having  a  second  offence, 
there  should  be  no  such  thing,  but  that  after  a  first  offence 
is  now  called  the  third.  I  think  that  would  make  the  law 
ty  has  been  to  secure  the  second  and  third  offences.  I  need 
►een  correctly  stated,  most  of  the  convictions  are  for  first 
I  a  little  weak  in  permitting  that  to  go  on,  and  I  think  some 
aid  in  that  respect. 


)ur  one  first  offence,  and  one  second  and  all  the  others  third  \ 


od: 

ir  time  were  sufficient  to  pay  the  expenses  ? — Yes. 

rou  do  with  the  balance  ? — There  were  several  cases  hung 

jvin  cases  on  hand 


the  balance  in  sustaining  convictions  ? — Yes. 

od: 

Q  law  1 — Yes. 
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14717.  Your  Committee  was  in  force  two  years,  you  had  a  guarantee  fund,  but  got 
enough  money  in  fines  to  enforce  the  law  ;  \he  Committee  demonstrated  the  practica- 
bility of  enforcing  the  law  and  then  stopped  1 — Yes  j  closed  up  the  public  sale  and  then 
stopped. 

14718.  What  is  the  attitude  of  your  denomination  on  that  subject? — I  have  it 
stated  here. 

14719.  You  have  the  latest  expression  of  your  body  1 — No,  there  is  a  later  one  ; 
but  this  is  the  view  of  the  denomination,  unanimously  adopted  by  them  at  the  meeting 
of  the  convention.     [Appendix  17.] 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

14720.  Is  there  anything  further  you  desire  to  sayl — Nothing,  except  to  express 
the  opinion  that  I  think  the  people  feel  that  prohibition  is  what  we  need  now. 

14721.  That  is,  that  they  feel  a  prohibitory  law  is  needed] — Yes,  that  feeling  is 
increasing  now. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod : 

14722.  You  think  the  people  are  more  in  favour  of  that  than  of  the  Scott  Act? — 
I  think  so,  because  it  would  be  more  prohibitory. 


The   Commission  adjourned,  to  meet  at  Charlottetown,  Prince  Edward  Island,  on 
Friday,  August  19th. 


21—48 
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MINUTES  OF  KVIDENCE. 
PRINCE  EDWARD  ISLAND. 

CHARLOTTETOWN,  P.E.I.,  August  19th,  1892. 

The  Royal  Commission  on  the  Liquor  Traffic  met  here  this  day  at  10  a.m.,  Judge 
McDonald  presiding. 

Present  : 

Mr.  E.  F.  Clarke.  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod.  Mr.  G.  A.  Gigault. 

The  commission  having  been  read, 

Judge  McDONALD  said  :  Her  Majesty's  commission  having  been  read,  the  sitting 
of  the  Commission  is  now  open  for  the  despatch  of  business.  It  may  be  necessary,  in  v 
the  first  place,  to  explain  that  the  Chairman  of  the  Commission,  Sir  Joseph  Hickson,  is 
absent.  I  may  repeat  the  announcement,  made  on  other  occasions,  that  the  Commis- 
sioners entered  on  the  discharge  of  their  duties  by  accepting  the  evils  of  drunkenness  as 
admitted,  and  accordingly  there  is  no  need  for  any  evidence  being  produced  to  prove 
those  evils.  It  is  the  desire  of  ^he  members  of  the  Commission  that  the  evidence 
submitted  shall  be  such  as  will  come  fairly  within  the  scope  of  the  commission  which 
has  been  directed  to  them. 


Hon.  THOMAS  C.  HAVILAND,  of  Charlottetown,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed 
as  follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

14723.  What  is  your  occupation  or  calling  1 — By  profession  I  am  a  Barrister -at-law ; 
I  axQ  a  Queen's  Counsel     I  am  also  a  member  of  the  Dominion  Senate. 

14724.  I  believe  you  are  also  Mayor  of  the  city  ? — I  am  at  present. 

14725.  How  long  have  you  held  that  position? — Since  September,  1886,  I  have 
been  continuously  Mayor. 

14726.  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Charlottetown  ?— Yes. 

14727.  What  is  the  population  of  the  city  ? — In  round  numbers,  12,000. 

14728.  Is  it  a  manufacturing  city  :  are  manufactures  carried  on  here  ? — There  is  a 
boot  and  shoe  factory  and  a  woollen  factory,  but  it  is  not  what  is  generally  called  a  manu- 
facturing city. 

14729.  Have  you  a  fishing  population  1 — We  have  in  the  Island  ;  but  we  have  not 
a  fishing  population  in  the  city,  although  there  may  be  a  few  fishengien  here. 

14730.  The  business  of  the  city  is  of  the  kind  usually  found  in  a  city  of  this  size  else- 
where ? — Yes.  There  are  gentlemen  in  business  here  who  are  large  purchasers  of  the 
agricultural  products  of  the  country,  which  they  export. 

21— 48J 
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14731.  Is  the  city  in  a  prosperous  condition,  as  business  goes? — There  are  two 
opinions  about  that. 

14732.  I  mean  as  business  prosperity  goes? — As  times  go,  I  think  it  is.  Thedty 
has  very  few  paupers,  and  I  do  not  know  that  we  have  any  real  paupers ;  or  at  all 
events,  there  are  very  few  in  the  city.     I  think  our  people  in  the  city  are  independent. 

14733.  Have  you  a  large  amount  of  crime  in  the  city? — No,  not  a  great  deal  of 
serious  crime. 

14734.  You  have  a  certain  amount  of  floating  population — sailors  I  suppose  ?— Very 
few  ;  our  navigation  is  not  open  all  the  year  round.  Our  shipping  is  not  so  great  as  it 
was  years  ago.     We  have  steamers  coming  here  from  other  porte,  and  a  few  of  our  own. 

14735.  Is  there  any  law  in  force  at  present  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors  for  beverage  purpgses  1 — There  is  no  law  authorizing  the  issue  of  licenses  in  the 
city  of  Charlottetown. 

14736.  Is  there  any  law  to  prevent  their  issue? — There  is  a  law  regulating  the 
manner  in  which  the  retail  ^sale  of  liquor  shall  take  place. 

14737.  There  is  no  law,  you  say,  to  prevent  the  issue  of  licenses? — There  are  no 
licenses. 

14738.  Then  there  is  no  law  at  all? — There  is  merely  a  law  of  regulation.  There 
is  free  trade  in  liquor,  provided  you  have  the  premises  in  which  it  is  sold  constructed  in 
a  particular  way,  with  certain  doors  opening  in  a  particular  way,  and  windows  without 
blinds  and  certain  other  arrangements. 

14739.  Is  that  a  matter  of  municipal  regulation  or  legislative  enactment?— It  is 
legislative  ;  it  is  an  Act  passed  in  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature.  Previous  to  that, 
and  since  the  Scott  -^t  was  repealed,  there  has  been  free  trade  altogether  in  every  shape 
and  form. 

14740.  When  did  it  come  into  force  ? — To  the  best  of  my  memory,  on  1st  July. 

14741.  Have  you  ever  had  a  License  Act  in  force  in  Charlottetown  1— Yes,  for 
years.  We  were  governed  by  license  up  to  1880.  /In  1880  I  think  the  Scott  Act  was 
passed  in  Charlottetown. 

14742.  How  long  did  the  Scott  Act  remain  in  force  ? — Up  to  either  January,  1890 
or  1891. 

14743.  So  you  have  known  Charlottetown  under  the  license  system,  under  the 
Scott  Act,  and  under  free  trade  in  liquor  ? — Yes,  I  have. 

14744.  We  will  go  back  to  the  time  of  the  License  Law.  How  did  the  License 
Law  work  in  this  city  ?  Was  there  much  drunkenness  ? — Yes,  there  was,  to  the  best  of 
my  memory. 

14745.  Did  you  find  an  improvement  when  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force?— When 
the  Scott  Act  first  catne  into  force,  I  did  not  take  much  interest  in  civic  matters.  In 
1880,  I  was  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  province,  and  I  held  that  position  from  1S80 
to  1884,  and  I  did  not  take  much  interest  in  the  matter. 

14746.  When  you  did  take  interest,  how  did  you  find  it  work  ?— The  Scott  Act,  I 
honestly  believe,  is  a  good  Act,  as  a  moderate  measure. 

14747.  Do  you  think  it  was  a  benefit  to  the  city  ? — I  do.  I  believe  there  was  more 
sobriety  in  the  city  under  the  Scott  Act  than  under  the  old  license  law — decidedly  so. 

14748.  Did  that  sobriety  continue? — Towards  the  end  of  the  Scott  Act  period — 
at  least  during  the  last  year  of  it  or  so — it  was  not  rigidly  enforced  as  it  was  during  the 
early  and  middle  part  of  its  existence.  For  this  reason  (and  I  must  tell  the  truth  about 
it),  we  had  a  majority  of  the  City  Council  who  were  not  in  favour  of  the  Act. 

,  14749.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  circumstance  that  a  majority  were  agamst 

the  Act  ?     You  have  stated  that  sobriety  increased  under  the  Act  ?— It  was  subse- 
quently not  so  rigidly  enforced  officially. 

14750.  The  question  suggests  itself,  that  if  the  sobriety  of  thi9  people  was  increased 
by  the  Scott  Act,  and  therefore  of  course  there  was  an  improvement  in  tlie  city,  why  did 
the  people  not  keep  up  that  improvement  by  having  the  Act  enforced  ? — Because  there 
was  a  majority  of  the  Council  in  strong  sympathy  with  the  liquor  interest. 

14751.  Were  they  not  elected  by  the  ratepayers  as  a  whole? — Yes ;  but  our  city  is 
divided  into  fire  wards.     At  that  time,  in  what  are  called  the  three  lower  wards  of  the 
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city,  (there  were  ten  councillors  altogether)  the  liquor  influence  was  stronger  than  the 
Scott  Act  influence,  and  the  two  upper  wards,  which  were  larger  in  population  and  were 
strongly  in  sympathy  with  the  Scott  Act,  only  returned  four  members  out  of  the  ten. 

14752.  At  that  time  was  the  whole  province  under  the  Scott  Act  ? — Yes,  the  whole 
province. 

14753.  You  have  spoken  of  the  liquor  interest  being  so  strong.  How  did  it  come 
to  be  so  strong  in  a  province  which  is  prohibitionist  as  a  whole  1 — That  is  a  problem  I 
cannot  explain. 

14754.  Was  liquor  sold  here  at  that  time? — Yes,  and  it  was  imported  to  a  large 
extent. 

14755.  The  people  went  on  using  it? — Yes,  to  some  extent,  and  especially  in 
Charlottetown. 

14756.  And  the  liquor  interest  was  sufficiently  strong  to  secure  a  majority  of  the 
members  of  the  Council  opposed  to  the  Scott  Act  ? — Yes. 

14757.  How  did  that  opposition  manifest  itself  in  theCouncO?  Did  they  give 
directions  not  to  have  the  Act  enforced  ? — They  did  not  do  that. 

14758.  How  was  it  done? — The  city  officials  connected  with  the  enforcing  of  the 
Act  held -their  offices  not  during  good  behaviour,  but  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Council, 
and  they  thought  that,  under  those  circumstt^nces,  if  they  were  very  rigid  in  conductin;^ 
prosecutions  under  the  Scott  Act,  they  would  be  very  apt  to  be  superseded. 

14759.  Did  that  make  them  lax  in  the  administration  of  the  law  ? — Yes.  A  maa 
does  not  like  to  be  too  rigid  in  enforcing  the  law  when  his  wife  and  chUdren  would  lose 
their  bread  and  butter  if  he  did  it. 

14760.  Were  steps  taken  to  have  &  special  officer  appointed  ? — Yes ;  at  one  times 
during  my  incumbency  of  the  office  there  was  a  special  Scott  Act  prosecutor  appointed 
by  the  City  Council.  That  was  a  time  when  there  was  a  majority  of  the  Board  ip  favour 
of  the  Scott  Act.  When  a  majority  was  obtained  adverse  to  the  Scott  Act,  they  dis- 
missed this  active  Scott  Act  prosecutor  and  transferred  the  duties,  with  a  nominal  salary, 
to  the  City  Marshal  for  the  time  being,  or  at  all  events  to  the  City  Marshal  and  his 
officers. 

14761.  Under  the  Dominion  Order  in  Council,  the  Scott  Act  fines  can  be  appropri- 
ated for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  Act  ? — Yes. 

1 4762.  What  disposition  was  made  of  them  in  Charlottetown  ? — They  were  evidently, 
or  a  large  proportion  of  them,  utilized  in  paying  expenses  connected  with  the  Scott  Act. 
But  it  was  like  a  dentist  drawing  teeth,  to  get  the  money. 

14763.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  repeal  of  the  Act? — As  you  are  aware,  under 
the  working  of  the  Act  a  petition  was  got  up  with  a  certain  number  of  signatures 
attached — the  number  which  the  law  requires — and  the  petition  was  presented  to  the 
Dominion  Government,  and  an  Order-in-Council  was  passed  for  an  election  to  take  place. 

14764.  Why  did  the  people  repeal  the  Act  ? — Because,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  in  Char- 
lottetown, whenever  an  election  takes  place  the  liquor  interest  exercises  its  terrible 
influence. 

14765.  Over  the  whole  people  ? — Over  the  whole  city ;  but  notwithstanding  that,  I 
think  the  repeal  was  carried  by  17  votes  only,  or  14  votes,  after  all  that  was  said  and 
done. 

14766.  What  was  the  majority  in  favour  of  the  Act  the  last  .time  it  was  voted  on? 
— The  last  time  it  was  voted  on,  the  Act  was  sustained  by  17. 

14767.  And  on  this  occasion  there  was  a  majority  of  14  against  it  ? — Yes. 

14768.  So  it  appears  to  be  generally  a  pretty  even  vote  ? — Yes,  pretty  even. 

14769.  You  think  that  to  the  strength  of  the  liquor  trade  may  be  attributed  the 
fact  of  a  good  deal  of  liquor  being  consumed  one  way  or  another  ? — Yes. 

14770.  The  repeal  of  the  Scott  Act  was  the  cause  of  bringing  on  this  new  system, 
1  suppose? — Yes.     We  were  about  one  year  under  free  trade. 

14771.  How  did  that  work?— It  did  not  work  well. 

14772.  Was  it  worse  than  the  Scott  Act? — Yes,  because  it  not  only  demoralized 
our  own  people,  but  it  demoralized  a  lot  of  people  who  came  in  from  the  country' 
districts  on  market  days. 
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14773.  Was  the  condition  of  things  worse  than  during  the  time  of  the  license  lawf 
— No,  I  do  not  think  it  was.  I  think  there  were  two  or  three  years  under  the  old 
license  law  when  Charlottetown  was  in  a  terrible  condition*.  The  CommissioQ  will  get 
that  evidence  from  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate.  At  one  time  it  was  so  bad  he  applied 
to  the  City  Council  to  largely  increase  the  police  force,  on  account  of  the  demoralized 
condition  of  the  city. 

14774.  Speaking  of  the  change  that  has  taken  place  from  the  old  time  under  the 
license  law,  you  have  said  the  condition  of  things  was  better  under  free  trade  than  under 
the  license  law.  Has  there  been  a  change  in  the  habits  and  conditions  of  the  people 
since  then? — I  take  the  eight  years  of  the  Scott  Act  as  a  period  during  which  the  people 
have  been  educated  to  some  extent. 

14775.  Do  you  attribute  the  improvement  altogether  to  the  Scott  Act? — Yes. 

14776.  Not  to  the  work  of  religious  bodies  or  temperance  societies? — I  would  be 
very  sorry  to  say  so.  I  attribute  the  improvement  to  the  united  forces  of  religion  and 
temperance  societies,  but  I  consider  that  the  Scott  Act  proved  a  strong  lever. 

14777.  The  influences  of  religion  and  of  the  temperance  societies,  and  also  the 
beneficial  effect  of  the  Scott  Act,  have,  in  your  opinion,  caused  this  improved  condition  ? 
—Yes. 

14778.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  state  of  mind  of  the  people  which  would  lead 
the  electors  to  repeal  the  Scott  Act  ? — There  are  a  certain  number  of  the  people  of  the 
city  whom  you  could  never  make  temperance  men.  Then,  again,  I  attribute  the  repeal 
of  the  Act  to  this  fact,  that  a  great  many  men  who  should  have  been  in  the  battle  od 
the  side  of  the  maintenance  of  the  Scott  Act,  stood  aloof. 

14779.  You  could  never  yourself  believe^  that  the  influences  of  which  you  have 
spoken  as  being  unfavourable  to  sobriety,  could,  in  a  prosperous  city  like  Charlottetown, 
be  really  in  a  majority  ? — No. 

14780.  You  think  the  repeal  was  partly  due  to  the  people  standing  aloof  ?~ Yes,  I 
believe  a  large  number  stood  aloof ;  I  have  no  doubt  of  it. 

14781.  Do  you  think  the  fact  that  so  many  people  stood  aloof  was  at  all  attributahle 
to  the  fact  that  they  could  have  liquor  in  their  own  houses  for  their  private  consumption 
and  they  did  not  trouble  themselves  one  way  or  the  other  about  the  law  ? — Yes,  that 
may  have  worked  also. 

14782.  Have  you,  from  your  knowledge  of  the  Scott  Act  yourself,  any  suggestions 
to  offer  to  the  Commission  with  a  view  to  its  improvement  and  in  order  to  make  it  more 
workable  ? — No,  I  have  not.  I  believe  the  Scott  Act  is  a  Dominion  measure.  We  had 
got  the  Act  in  splendid  working  order  in  Charlottetown  when  it  was  repealed. 

14783.  With  the  oflicials  you  then  had? — The  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  I  believe, 
acted  fearlessly  and  independently  in  doing  all  he  could  to  enforce  the  Act ;  but,  of  course, 
the  sympathy  of  the  majority  of  the  Council  at  that  time,  together  with  the  liquor 
interest,  permeated  the  executive  of  his  court,  the  police  department,  entrusted  with  the 
enforcement  of  the  Act,  and  they  were  lukewarm.  They  knew  that,  if  they  were  very 
rigid,  they  would  receive  black  looks  from  at  least  the  majority  of  the  Council,  and 
several  of  the  councillors — I  do  not  wish  to  mention  names — were  liquor  dealers  in  the 
city.     They  were  not  merely  sympathizers,  but  their  pockets  were  influenced. 

14784.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  an  advantage  in  carrying  out  the  Scott  Act  to 
have  the  officials  appointed  by  the  Dominion  Government,  or  the  Provincial  Government, 
instead  of  by  the  local  municipality  ? — I  would  be  strongly  in  favour  of  that  amendment 
Those  officials  should  be  independent  and  outside  of  all  local  influences  altogether. 

14785.  Then  you  favour  the  appointment  of  officials,  either  by  the  Provincial  or 
Dominion  Government  ? — Yes,  and  I  would  prefer  officials  appointed  by  the  Dominion 
Government. 

14786.  What  provision  would  you  make  for  their  payment? — I  would  go  to  the  big 
purse  of  the  Dominion. 

1 4787.  You  are  a  legislator  yourself,  I  believe  ? — Yes,  I  am  a  member  of  the  Senate, 
and  I  was  a  member  of  the  Local  Legislature  over  twenty  years. 

14788.  Supposing  the  whole  of  the  Island  adopted  the  Scott  Act  or  any  other 
prohibitory  law,  and  the  whole  of  the  rest  of  Canada  rejected  it,  should  the  rest  of  Cana- 
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da  pay  for  your  local  officers  to  enforce  your  local  prohibitory  law  ;  or  would  it  not  be 
more  equitable  to  let  the  Island  provide  for  the  payment  of  its  own  officers  ? — That  is  a 
theoretical,  philosophical  question.  There  are  difficulties  there,  of  course.  When  I 
was  speaking,  I  was  taking  it  for  granted  that  the  whole  Dominion  had  the  law. 

14789.  Take  it  now  as  a  local  matter? — Under  those  circumstances  I  think  the 
province  should  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  officials,  that  is  if  the  Island  alone,  or 
any  province  separately,  has  either  a  prohibitory  law  or  the  Scott  Act. 

14790.  I  understand  you  have  no  license  law  in  force  in  the  Island  at  present  ? — 
None  at  all.  In  the  city  we  have  merely  an  Act  for  the  regulation  of  stores  or  places 
where  liquor  is  sold. 

14791.  A  police  regulation? — Yes,  a  police  regulation  as  regards  the  sijp  of  the 
room,  the  window,  the  door  and  other  matters  of  that  sort.  Any  one  who  likes  can  sell 
liquor,  and  he  has  not  to  ask  the  privilege,  he  has  simply  to  report  that  the  bui'ding  in 
which  he  is  conducting  the  business  fufiUs  the  conditions  Required. 

14792.  Do  you  believe  if  a  law  were  passed  prohibiting  the  manufacture,  importa- 
tion and  sale  of  intoxicati^ig  liquors  for  beverage  purposes  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
Dominion,  it  could  be  enforced? — I  should  say  it  could. 

14793.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  beneficial? — Yes,  I  think  it  would  be  beneficial ; 
and  mark  you,  I  am  not  a  fanatic  ;  I  belong  to  no  temperance  society  and  no  organiza- 
tion connected  with  it.  I  am  a  free  lance.  I  believe  as  regards  the  country  and  the 
people,  it  would  be  far  better  if  we  never  saw  the  sight  of  liquor.  I  believe  if  the  peo- 
ple had  the  law,  machinery  cotild  certainly  be  found  to  ensure  the  working  of  the  Act. 

14794.  You  are  not  in  a  position  to  explain  how  the  liquor  interest  in  a  province 
which  was  entirely  under  a  prohibitory  liquor  law  became  sufficiently  strong  to  control 
it  ? — No  ;  but  there  is  simply  the  fact  that  it  did.  • 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

14795.  How  many  years  was  the  Scott  Act  in  force? — From  1880,  to  the  best  pf 
my  memory,  till  1890,  in  round  numbers  10  years. 

14796.  By  what  majority  was  the  Act  carried  in  1880  ? — That  I  cannot  fix  in  my 
memory.  At  that  time  I  was  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  province,  and  I  did  not  take 
interest  in  civic  matters.     It  strikes  me  it  was  a  question  of  300  or  400. 

14797.  Was  it  not  carried  by  a  majority  of  40  ? — I  was  under  the  impression  that 
it  was  a  question  of  hundreds.  I  cannot  say  positively  now,  but  I  think  it  was  a  large 
majority  comparatively.  ' 

14798.  You  think  it  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  300  or  400? — That  is  my  im- 
pression. 

14799.  Wjis  it  carried  by  the  same  influences  when  it  was  first  voted  on^ — Yes. 

1 4800.  Do  you  believe  during  the  time  it  was  in  operation,  or  during  the  time  it 
was  the  law,  it  proved  an  educator  of  the  people  ? — I  do.  ^ 

14801.  And  you  say  it  was  in  force  ten  years  ? — To  the  best  of  my  recollection  it 
was  in  force  from  1880  to  1890. 

14802.  After  an  experience  of  ten  years,  during  which  the  people  were  being  edu- 
cated, they  voted  it  out  ? — Yes,  by  a  small  majority. 

14803.  Did  the  population  increase  very  much  during  that  period  ? — No,  I  do  not 
think  it  did. 

1 4804.  But  I  understood  you  to  say  that,  during  a  portion  of  those  ten  years,  the 
law  was  very  well  enforced  ? — Yes. 

14805.  And  the  influences  arising  from  it  were  beneficial  ? — Yes. 

14806.  At  what  period  of  time,  during  which  the  law  was  in  force,  did  those 
rum-sellers  get  into  the  Council  ? — It  strikes  me  there  were  some  there  always,  even 
before  the  Scott  Act  was  adopted.  I  will  not  call  them  rum-sellers,  as  it  is  rather  an 
ugly  expression,  but  I  will  use  the  term  liquor- dealers. 

14807.  They  were  engaged  where? — In  Charlottetown. 

14808.  Was  not  the  whole  island  under  prohibition? — Yes  ;  but  each  county  had 
its  separate  election  under  prohibition. 

14809.  But  the  whole  of  the  counties  had  voted  in  favour  of  the  Scott  Act? — Yes. 
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14810.  And  the  whole  island  was  consequently  an  island  where  no  liquor  could  be 
sold  legally  1 — Yes,  except  by  druggists  for  mechanical,  medicinal  and  sacramental  par 
poses. 

14811.  Were  those  liquor-dealers  engaged  in  selling  liquor  exclusively  for  manu- 
facturing, medicinal  and  sacramental  purposes  1 — I  should  say  not. 

14812.  To  whom  did  they  sell  liquor? — I  presume  they  sold  or  supplied  those  who 
were  illegally  selling  it  by  retail. 

14813.  Through  the  city  and  the  island? — Among  the  people.  That,  however, is 
only  my  imagination,  for  I  cannot  speak  from  my  own  knowledge  as  regards  the  people 
to  whom  they  sold  it,  or  where  they  sold  it.  I  simply  know  there  were  liquor  dealers, 
and  some  iu  the  liquor  business  were  in  the  City  Council  in  Charlottetown. 

14814.  And  you  have  said  that  their  influence  dominated  the  Council  ? — Yes,  I 
can  say  so. 

-  14815.  And  prevented  tJhe  officers  doing  their  duty? — My  idea  is  that  that  pre- 
vented the  officers  doing  their  duty. 

14816.  How  many  liquor  dealers  were  in  the  Council  at  one  time,  or  at  any  timet 
— I  have  known  four.  I  can  charge  my  memory  with  four  at  one  time  in  the  City 
Council  engaged  in  the  liquor  business. 

14817.  Do  you  say  that  they  were  selling  liquor  illegally,  that  they  were  engaged 
in  an  illegal  traffic  ? — The  Scott  Act  was  in  force. 

14818.  Were  there  four  Councillors  who  were  engaged  at  one  time  in  an  iUegal 
traffic,  selling  liquor  contrary  to  law  during  the  time  th^  Scott  Act  was  in  force,  sitting 
at  the  Council  board  ? — The  illegality,  I  think,  is  a  self-evident  proposition. 

14819.  I  ask  you  if  they  were  engaged  in  selling  liquor  illegally  ? — That  is  a  matter 
of  opinion,  I  suppose.  I  will  say  fairly  and  squarely  that  I  consider  they  were  selling 
illegally. 

14820.  Then  two-fifths  of  the  Council  during  a  portion  of  the  time  when  the  Scott 
Act  was  the  law,  were  engaged  in  an  illegal  liquor  traffic? — I  believe  they  were. 

/  14821.  Was  it  a  proof  of  the  beneficial  influence  the  Scott  Act  was  having  on  the 
morals  of  the  community,  that  two-fifths  of  the  entire  Council  were  engaged  in  an  illegal 
liquor  traffic  ? — There  are  exceptions  to  all  rules. 

14822.  That  was  an  exception  ? — It  certainly  was  an  exception,  because  I  believe  the 
Scott  Act  was  a  good  Act,  and  I  believe  the  people  were  more  sober  under  it  than  they 
were  under  the  old  license  law. 

14823.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  two-fifths  of  the  representatives  were  engaged 
at  one  time  in  an  illegal  liquor  traffic  ? — Yes,  notwithstanding  that  block  in  the  way. 

14824.  Has  any  attempt  been  made  to  arrange  the  wards  so  as  to  give  proper  rep- 
resentation to  the  population  ? — Yes.  A  Statute  of  the  present  (Legislature  was  passed 
during  the  session  before  last,  that  was  in  1891,  making  a  new  arrangement,  giving 
eight  Councillors  instead  of  ten,  and  giving  to  the  lower  wards  one  each,  to  the  fourth  ward 
two  Councillors,  and  to  the  fifth  ward,  which  had  only  two  before,  three  representatives. 
That  law  was  a  conditional  law.  It  embodied  /ather  a  radical  principle,  but  was 
put  in  operation  fairly  and  squarely  by  the  Legislature.  It  was  declared,  however,  Ujat 
it  should  be  law  only  after  a  plebiscite  had  been  taken.  That  was  taken,  and  there  was 
a  majority  of  300  or  400  in  favour  of  the  law.  In  came  into  operation  last  February. 
This  law  also,  altered  the  constitution,  so  that  the  Mayor  and  Council  will  be  elected 
biennially  instead  of  annually.     The  elections  took  place  last  February  under  the  law. 

14825.  You  say  the  Act  worked  very  well? — Very  well  for  the  time, 

14826.  At  what  period  did  this  influence  in  the  Council  of  which  you  have  spoken 
make  itself  apparent? — I  cannot  tax  my  memory  with  dates,  but  I  can  with  facts. 
When  this  influence  became  strong,  the  Scott  Act  prosecutor  was  dismissed,  although 
his  sole  duty  was  to  enforce  the  Act,  and  his  duties  were  transferred  to  the  City  Marshal. 

14827.  How  long  is  it  since  the  Scott  Act  prosecutor  was  dismissed  ? — 1  am  under 
the  impression  that  when  he  was  dismissed  there  were  still  two  or  three  years  of  the  Scott 
Act  to  run.     I  cannot  speak  more  definitely  without  the  record  before  me. 

14828.  The  law  was  not  as  well  enforced  after  the  dismissal  as  before  ?— Na  That 
is  my  opinion. 

14829.  Did  drunkenness  increase  then  ? — I  am  under  the  impression  that  it  did. 
Hon.  Thomas  C.  Haviland. 
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1 4830.  Did  the  arrests  and  convictions  for  drunkenness  increase  during  that  period  ? 
— I  cannot  tell  you  that.  You  will  get  all  that  from  the  Stipendiary  with  his  records. 
When  a  man  gets  up  in  years  it  is  hard  to  remember  all  dates  and  figures. 

14831.  In  what  way  was  the  beneficial  effect  of  the  Scott  Act  made  manifast  other 
than  in  lessening  the  drinking  habit  and  drunkenness  ?  Have  there  been  less  busi- 
ness failures  here  1 — That  is  more  than  I  can  answer.     I  do  not  know.     . 

1 4832.  Was  there  less  pauperism  during  the  period  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force  1 — 
That  I  cannot  tell  you. 

1 4*833.  Was  the  attendance  at  the  churches  larger  ? — I  wUl  leave  that  to  the  clergy- 
men, except  as  regards  the  church  I  have  attended,  where  I  have  never  noticed  the 
attendance  affected. 

1 4834.  During  the  time  the  Act  was  in  force,  wa«  there  less  drunkenness  1 — That 
I  belieVe  honestly. 

1 4835.  Do  you  recollect  if  the  votes  polled  in  each  of  those  counties  were  a  full 
average,  as  many  votes  as  during  a  parliamentary  election  ? — I  do  not  think  so, 
because  a  great  many  people,  for  reasons  best  known  to  themselves,  stayed  aloof  and  did 
not  go  to  the  polls. 

14836.  Was  that  the  case  in  the  first  election? — I  took  no  interest  in  that.  I 
neither  voted  nor  attended  meetings. 

14837.  Do  you  recollect  how  many  licenses  were  granted  in  Charlottetown  before 
the  Scott  Act  became  law  ? — No,  I  do  not  know. 

14837a.  Have  you  any  idea  how  many  places  were  selling  liquor  illegally  during  the 
time  the  Scott  Act  was  the  law  ? — I  have  not  any  idea  of  the  number,  but  I  know  there 
were  a  great  many  of  them.  I  have  seen  people  coming  out  of  houses  the  worse  for 
liquor,  and  I  presume  they  got  the  liquor  in  them. 

14838.  When  the  Act  was  in  force,  was  there  any  difficulty  in  procuring  liquor  in 
the  city  ? — I  do  not  know,  for  I  never  bought  a  gill  of  rum  or  whisky  in  the  city  while 
the  Act  was  in  force,  and  I  do  not  know  what  my  neighbours  did. 

14839.  As  Chief  Magistrate,  do  you  know  whether  there  was  any  difficulty  exper- 
ienced by  strangers  in  procuring  liquor,  if  they  desired  1 — I  believe  there  were  holes 
and  comers  where  liquor  was  sold. 

14840.  Was  there  any  open  sale  ? — Not  to  my  knowledge. 

14841.  No  open  bars  1 — Not  to  my  knowledge. 

14842.  The  trade  was  driven  into  less  respectable  hands? — That  is  my  idea.  If 
any  respectable  places  existed,  they  carried  on  the  trade  in  back  rooms ;  but  I  know 
nothing  about  it. 

14843.  You  have  had  practically  free  sale  since  the  Scott  Act  has  been  repealed : 
how  is  the  present  plan  working  ? — It  has  been  in  operation  only  since  July  1,  and  this  is 
only  August  19.  I  see  people  now  going  boldly  into  some  of  those  places  who  at  other 
times  would  sneak  around  the  back  yard. 

14844.  They  would  slink  in,  however? — Some  of  them  would. 

14845.  Did  you  say  that  free  trade  in  liquor  has  been  as  injurious  to  the  city  as  the 
license  system  ? — No,  you  misunderstood  me. 

14846.  Did  you  say  there  was  more  drunkenness  under  the  license  system  than 
under  the  free  trade? — The  license  system  referred  to  the  whole  Island.  Under  the  old 
system,  country  people  on  a  market  day  would  come  in,  and  you  would  see  carts  and 
wagons  going  home  and  those  who  were  driving  them  lying  drunk.  Under  the  Scott 
Act  you  did  not  see  that.  I  was  comparing  the  Scott  Act  with  the  old  liquor  system. 
In  years  gone  by  there  was  a  great  deal  of  drunkenness  in  Charlottetown  on  Saturday 
evenings.  I  am  speaking  from  experience,  and  respectable  farmers  on  going  home,  in 
many  cases  were  not  fit  to  attend  church  on  Sunday.  In  consequence  of  that  state  of 
things,  the  ministers  of  religion  banded  themselves  together  and  caused  the  market  day 
to  be  altered  from  Saturday  to  Friday,  and  the  reason  why  the  market  day  is  on  Friday 
is  that  the  people  should  be  at  home  with  their  proper  senses  about  them  for  worship  on 
Sunday. 

14847.  Do  as  many  farmers  come  into  town  now  as  came  in  before  the  railway 
was  constructed  ? — Yes,  certainly.  If  you  went  into  the  upper  market  to-day,  you  could 
scarcely  get  into  it. 
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14848.  Has  the  representation  changed  since  the  present  system  came  in  I—In 
February  last  the  new  law  came  into  force. 

14849.  Has  the  liquor  interest  as  much  representation  in  the  pr^ent  Council  as 
before  ? — No. 

14850.  That  has  been  beneficial  1 — That  has  been  ray  opinion. 

By  Sir,  Gigault : 

14851.  Is  there  a  good  deal  of  drunkenness  in  this  city  at  present! — I  think  there 
is,  more  than  there  ought  to  be. 

14852.  Is  there  more  than  there  was  under  the  Scott  Act? — Yes,  at  present. 

14853.  Is  there  more  than  there  was  under  the  license  law  ? — I  could  not  tell  you. 
This  law  has  been  in  operation  only  six  weeks. 

14854.  I  want  to  know  the  general  effect  of  the  law? — In  six  weeks  you  cannot 
test  the  effect  of  any  law. 

14855.  Is  there  a  good  deal  of  drunkenness  ? — Yes,  a  great  deal  of  drunkenness. 

14856.  Are  there  many  convictions? — I  cahnot  tell  you.  The  Mayor  of  this  city 
is  in  a  peculiar  position.  He  is  merely  the  Executive  Officer  of  the  city  ;  he  is  totally 
debarred  from  having  anything  to  do  with  the  administration  of  justice.  Under  the 
old  system  he  sat  in  Court  with  the  Recorder,  as  his  adviser.  At  present  the  Mayor  is 
not  even  a  Magistrate. 

14857.  Is  there  no  report  made  to  the  Mayor? — There  is  an  annual  report 

14858.  Is  the  number  of  convictions  mentioned  in  that  report  ? — Yes ;  you  can  get 
it  in  b|ack  and  white. 

14859.  For  many  years? — Ever  since  we  had  a  Stipendiary  Magistrate^  and  that  is 
since  about  1877,  when  Mr.  Fournier  was  Minister  of  Justice.  Since  1877  both  the 
civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction  of  the  city  has  been  in  the  hands  of  a  Stipendiary 
Magistrate.  The  officials  send  in  their  returns  at  the  end  of  the  ye^r  to  be  published  in 
the  annual  report. 

14860.  The  Stipendiary  Magistrate  reports  to  the  City  Council? — Yes. 

14861.  And  not  to  the  Local  Government? — No;  he  is  paid  by  the  City  Council, 
but  is  appointed  by  the  Local  Government. 

14862.  Who  can  give  us  the  number  of  persons  licensed  under  the  old  License 
Act  in  Charlottetown  ?— They  will  be  in  these  reports,  I  take  it,  because  the  licenses 
were  granted  within  the  city  by  the  Mayor  ^nd  Council  at  one  time,  and  afterwards 
there  were  three  Commissioners  app)ointed  by  statute,  in  order  to  have  an  independent 
board  to  grant  licenses. 

14863.  They  were  appointed  by  whom? — They  were  elected  under  a  Provincial 
statute  regulating  civic  matters.  They  were  termed  License  Commissioners,  and  they 
were  in  existence  up  to  the  passage  of  the  Scott  Act. 

14864.  Did  they  report  to  the  Council  ? — I  am  under  the  impression  that  they  did. 

14865.  You  said  that  the  persons  who  sell  liquors  make  a  report  to  the  Council 
now  as  to  their  premises  ? — No.  There  is  a  law  defining  how  an  establishment  shall  be 
constructed,  and  nothing  shall  be  sold  there  except  liquor,  cigars  and  oysters. 

14866.  They  make  no  report? — No.  I  could  start  one  of  those  establishments  to- 
morrow. The  City  Marshal  goes  into  these  places  and  sees  whether  the  conditions  of 
the  law  are  complied  with,  and  if  not,  he  reports  to  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate's  court, 
and  a  summons  is  issued  for  a  breach  of  the  new  law.  Several  cases  have  taken  place 
and  several  fines  have  been  enforced  since  July. 

14867.  Can  the  City  Marshal  give  the  Commission  the  number  of  persons  selling 
liquor  now  ? — I  think  he  can,  a  great  number  of  them.  The  law  now  provides  that  if  a 
person  sells  liquor,  he  shall  do  it  in  a  certain  way  ;  and  the  City  Marshal  visits  every 
place  in  which  he  believes  liquor  is  being  sold,  and  reports  to  the  court. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

14868.  Did  the  Legislature  pass  the  regulation  or  authorize  the  City  Council  to  « 
make  such  a  regulation  ? — The  Legislature  did  it  all.     The  City   Council  have  nothing 
to  do  with  it.     It  is  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  passed  last  session. 

Hon.  Thomas  C.  Haviland. 
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14869.  Does  it  refer  only  to  Chariot tetown  1 — Yes. 

14870.  The  Legislature  did  not  leave  it  to  the  city  1 — The  Stipendiary  Magistrate 
is  enforcing  a  Provincial  statute.  z 

By  Air.  Clarke  : 

14871.  Did  the  Legislature  refuse  to  pass  a  License  Law  for  Charlottetown  1 — I  do 
not  know.  They  were  never  asked.  The  majority  in  Charlottetown  were  opposed  to 
a  license  law.  ^  ^ 

By  Mr.  Gigavlt : 

14872.  is  temperance  in  drink  taught  in  the  public  schools  in  this  Province? — Not 
yet,  but  the  Legislature  intend  to  have  temperance  taught.  A  lady  was  here  this 
spring,  a  great  advocate  of  the  teaching  of  temperance  in  schools,  Mrs.  Hunt,  and  she 
was  heard  by  the  Legislature,  and  I  believe  a  statute  was  passed  to  regulate  in  some 
measure  the  te  iching  of  temperance  to  the  rising  generation  ;  but,  I  think,  the  law  is 
not  yet  in  force. 

14873.  The  last  year  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force,  how  many  persons,  from  common 
report,  were  selling  liquor  in  this  city  % — I  cannot  tell  you. 

14874.  Are  the  clergymen  and  the  temperance  societies  doing  a  great  deal  towards 
promoting  temperance  in  this  city  ? — The  temperance  societies  meet,  and  I  imagine  they 
do  all  they  can  ;  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  any  society.  I  know  the  clergymen  from  their 
pulpits  preach  temperance,  and  I  presume  it  is  taught  under  their  surveillance  in  the 
Sunday  schools.  I  believe  the  ihajority  of  the  clergy  of  all  denominations  in  this  island 
are  in  favour  of  temperance. 

14875.  How  is  the  Scott  Act  enforced  in  the  other  counties  in  this  island  1 — T  do 
not  know,  but  I  see  sometimes  in  the  newspapers  records  of  convictions  in  Prince  and 
King's  Counties.  I  believe  they  are  doing  all  they  can  to  enforce  the  law.  There  are 
certain  sections  where  I  believe  the  habits  of  the  people  have  reformed  altogether  under 
the  Scott  Act. 

14876.  Is  the  improvement  due  altogether  to  the  Scott  Act,  or  is  it  due  to  the 
temperance  societies  ? — I  think  it  is  owing  to  the  action  of  both.  I  believe  the  Scott 
Act  has  done  a  great  deal.  We  have  a  strong  organization  of  the  Women's  Christian 
Temperance  Union,  and  I  think  they  work  night  and  day. 

14877.  If  the  Scott  Act  was  educating  the  people,  why  was  it  repealed? — Because 
while  it  did  all  it  could  to  educate  the  people,  unfortunately  the  liquor  influence  was 
stronger  than  the  Scott  Act  in  Charlottetown  by  nine  or  ten  votes. 

14878.  But  if  sobriety  had  been  growing,  how  was  it  the  majority  of  the  ratepayers 
repealed  the  Act  1 — I  have  already  stated  that  the  liquor  influence  was  strong,  and  a 
large  number  of  voters  did  not  go  to  the  polls. 

14879.  W^as  it  not  because  they  knew  the  Scott  Act  was  not  working? — I  canriot 
tell  that ;  but  I  believe  that  many  men  who  stood  aloof  when  the  Act  was  repealed, 
six  months  afterwards  would  have  voted  with  both  hands  to  have  it  re-enacted. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod: 

•  14880.  Speaking  of  the  three  wards  that  elected  four  illicit  liquor  sellers;  do  you 
understand  the  liquor  interest  was  hived  in  those  wards  ?-  -I  believe  in  proportion  there 
were  more  liquor  drinkers  there  than  elsewhere. 

14881.  Is  it  a  fact  that  while  those  were  elected  there,  the  city  as  a  whole  elected 
you  as  Mayor  ? — Yes ;  I  do  not  belong  to  any  temperance  society.  For  years  I  have 
never  tasted  anything  in  the  shape  of  spirits.  I  do  take  now  and  then  a  glass  of  wine. 
I  was  elected  first  in  the  fall  of  1886.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Baird  died,  and  I  was  elected  in 
September,  1886,  by  a  majority  of  150.  I  was  opposed  then,  of  course.  The  term 
ceased  in  January,  and  I  was  elected  the  second  lime  by  350  odd.  The  next  election 
I  was  elected  by  800,  I  think.  The  next  election  I  wa§  elected  by  acclamation.  I  have 
always  been  opposed  by  the  liquor  interest.  We  have  a  woman  franchise,  and  I  was 
opposed  by  that.  The  next  election  I  was  elected  by  450  or  500,  and  this  year  under 
the  new  law  I  was  returned  by  acclamation. 
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14882.  Do  you. regard  your  election  under  those  circumstances  as  siiowing  that  the 
people,  as  a  whole,  are  in  favour  of  temperance  legislation  1 — I  do  not  know ;  but  I  know 
every  one  in  the  liquor  interest  would  have  crushed  me,  if  possible. 

14883.  Do  you  mean  simply  those  engaged  in  the  illicit  trade,  or  do  you  include  the 
drinking  people  and  those  who  favour  drinking  ? — I  include  the  whole  box  and  dice  of 
them.  The  liquor  dealers  are  of  very  little  account  unless  there  are  those  who  abeorh 
liquor. 

14884.  Yet  it  came  about  that  in  1891  or  previously,  the  Scott  Act  was  repealed. 
You  have  said  many  people  Reld  alo^  1 — Yes. 

14885.  Do  you  understand  that  people  held  aloof  because  they  were  discouraged 
by  the  non-enforcement  of  the  law  1 — A  great  many  people  said  the  law  was  not  pro- 
perly enforced,  and  therefore  they  would  not*vote  for  it. 

14886.  Do  you  suppose  any  considerable  number  of  those  people  were  really  inter- 
ested in  temperance  legislation  ? — I  cannot  imagine  that  their  hearts  could  have  been 
very  -strongly  in  it,  because  I  believe  if  they  had  put  their  shoulders  to  the  wheel,  we 
would  have  had  the  law  enforced  more  rigidly. 

14887.  But  they  did  not  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the  law  ? — No,  they  stood  aloof. 

1 4888.  Do  you  think  the  laxity  of  the  officials  had  the  effect  of  disheartening  any 
number  of  those  people  1 — I  think  it  had. 

14889.  Do  you  believe  that  the  people  would  have  been  more  interested  in,  and 
more  ready  to  support  a  general  prohibitory  law,  that  is  one  that  touches  the  manufac- 
ture and  importation,  as  well  as  the  sale,  than  in  the  Scott  A<?t  ? — That  is  more  than  I 
can  answer. 

14890.  Do  you  believe  that  any  of  the  difficulties  of  enforcing  the  Scott  Act  were 
the  result  of  there  being  no  interference  with  the  importation  % — Yes ;  they  look  upon  it 
as  a  one  sided  thing.  They  look  upon  it  that  men  who  have  means  can  import  and  fill 
their  own  cellars,  if  they  choose. 

14891.  I  think  you  said  that  the  improvement  under  the  Scott  Act  wasnaarkedf— 
Yes,  I  honestly  believe  it. 

14892.  From  January,  1891,  up  to  July  of  this  year,  was  the  condition  of  things 
morally  worse  than  under  the  Scott  Act  1 — Yes ;  I  am  under  the  impression  it  was,  and 
particularly  on  the  Sabbath  Day.  The  drunkenness  on  the  Sabbath  Day  during  the 
last  year  has  been  simply  frightful. 

14893.  Do  you  remember  whether  there  were  many  illicit  places  when  there  was  a 
license  law  ? — I  cannot  say. 

14894.  Were  licenses  very  generally  issued  ? — Yes. 

14895.  Were  the  fees  high  1 — I  do  not  think  so,  but  I  cannot  say.  At  one  time 
when  the  license  jurisdiction  was  in  charge  of  the  Mayor  and  Council,  almost  everyone 
who  applied  obtained  a  license,  and  the  number  of  licensed  houses  was  very  lai^, 
]  n  consequence,  an  amendment  to  the  law  was  passed.  It  was  considered  that  when  an 
application  was  received  for  a  license,  a  Councillor  would  think  that  if  he  refused  that 
man  a  license,  he  would  have  his  opposition  and  his  family's  opposition  at  the  election, 
and  therefore  it  was  better  to  let  him  have  a  license.  The  places  were  innuraerahle. 
The  amendment  transferred  the  jurisdiction  from  the  Mayor  and  Council  to  three  Com- 
missioners, who  were  elected,  and  that  was  the  way  the  system  was  worked  up  to  the  time 
of  the  Scott  Act. 

14896.  Do^you  think  in  the  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the  Scott  Act,  the  liquor  interest 
polled  its  full  strength  ? — Yes.     I  think  every  vote  they  could  command  went  to  the  polls. 

14897.  Do  you  think  the  teraperancp  people  polled  their  full  strength  I — The  out 
and  out  temperance  people  did,  but  there  were  some  who  did  not  go  to  the  polls.  Thej 
would  not  go  one  way  or  the  other. 

14898.  How  is  the  Act  working  outside  of  Charlottetown  ? — Very  well,  I  under- 
stand.    In  some  places  there  is  a  revolution  for  the  better  in  the  habits  of  the  people. 

14899.  Do  you  believe  that  the  diminished  drinking  now  is  at  all  attributable  to 
the  educating  power  of  the  Scott  Act  during  the  ten  years  it  was  in  operation! — Yes,  1 
do.  The  working  of  the  Scott  Act  reformed  the  habits  of  many  members  of  society,  and 
the  result  is  that  the  rising  generation  are  brought  up  with  better  exsupples  before  them. 

Hon.  Thomas  C.  Haviland. 
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14900.  Was  any  action  taken  by  the  citizens  to  have  this  police  regulation  carried 
last  year  1 — Certain  citizens  did  take  action ;  it  did  not  emanate  from  the  Council. 

14901.  There  was  a  deputation  of  citizens? — Yes,  asking  for  the  regulations. 

14902.  They  were  not  in  favour  of  licenses  ? — No. 

1 4903.  Is  there  a  strong  feeling  in  that  direction  ? — A  large  number  are  not  in 
favour  of  licenses. 

14904.  What  is  their  objection  to  licenses? — They  look  upon  the  liquor  business  as 
an  immoral  business,  and  their  idea  is  that  if  they  consent  to  an  Act  being  passed  to 
legalize  it,  they  make  it  a  legal  trade,  and  that  is  contrary  to  their  conscience. 

14905.  Is  that  feeling  strong? — I  think  it  is.  I  have  heard  it  expressed  by  many 
citizens,  good  members  of  society,  that  they  would  rather  let  the  responsibility  rest 
upon  the  shoulders  of  others. 

14906.  Do  you' think  a  general  prohibitory  law  would  affect  the  business  of  the 
Island  beneficially  or  otherwise  ? — It  would  crush  out  the  liquor  business,  but  would 
not  affect  the  other  business  one  iota.  It  would  be  better,  if  anything,  because  it  would 
make  men  sober,  and  more  able  to  attend  to  their  business. 

14907.  If  Prince  Edward  Island  were  under  a  prohibitory  law  and  the  other  Pro- 
vinces were  selling  liquor,  would  it  be  difl&cult  to  enforce  the  law  ? — It  would  be  very 
diflScult.  Being  an  island  and  having  a  large  sea  coast,  there  would  be  a  great  deal  of 
smuggling.     It  would  require  a  strong  coastguard. 

14908.  Do  you  think  the  Dominion  Government  should  help  you  to  enforce  the 
prohibition  of  the  sale  1 — I  think  unless  it  were  a  Dominion  law  altogether,  the  Province 
should  do  it.  If  it  were  a  law  for  the  whole  Dominion,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the 
Dominion  Government  to  find  the  means  to  enforce  it ;  but  if  it  were  only  for  one  Pro- 
vince, the  Province  should  find  the  means  to  enforce  the  law. 

14909.  What  do  you  think  of  the  question  of  making  compensation  to  brewers  and 
distillers,  if  the  business  were  prohibited :  Do  you  think  it  would  be  right  to  compen- 
sate them  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  it  would.  Every  business  must  take  its  chances.  If 
you  once  start  compensation,  I  do  not  see  how  any  Government  could  work.  I  do  not 
see  that  that  special  trade  should  be  protected  more  than  any  other. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

14910.  Has  business  been  steadily  improving. in  the  Island  since  the  Scott  Act 
became  the  law  1 — If  you  will  take  one  side  of  politics,  the  Island  is  going  to  the  dogs ; 
and  if  you  take  the  other,  we  were  never  so  flourishing. 

1491 1.  What  is  your  opinion  as  an  old  resident :  Has  business*  been  improving  ? — 
I  do  not  think  the  Scott  Act  affected  the  dry  goods  business  pro  or  con, 

14912.  Did  it  affect  any  other  business,  except  the  liquor  business? — No  ;  I  do  not 
think  the  Scott  Act  made  a  person  buy  one  way  or  the  other. 

14913.  You  said  that  in  earlier  years  the  Mayor  and  Council  issued  the  licenses? 


14914.  And  was  there  virtually  free  trade  in  licenses  on  account  of  the  political 
or  municipal  influences  ? — It  was  not  political,  but  it  was  municipal.  My  opinion  is, 
that  when  the  licenses  were  issued  by  the  Mayor  and  Council,  if  a  petition  came  for  a 
license  from  a  ward,  the  member  for  the  ward,  unless  it  was  a  case  where  the  man 
was  of  very  bad  moral  character,  was  rather  afraid  to  refuse  the  application.  I  am  not 
referring  to  politics  in  any  shape  or  form. 

14915.  But  if  the  applicant  was  of  reputable  character,  he  had  no  difficulty  in 
getting  a  license  ? — Yes^  The  town  had  too  many  licenses  altogether  in  proportion  to 
the  population.  / 

14916.  Then  recourse  was  had  to  Commissioners? — yes;  it  was  thought  they 
would  be  independent. 

14917.  Were  they  elected  ?— Yes. 

14918.  How  did  the  change  work? — It  decreased  the  number. 

14919.  You  could  not  charge  your  memory  with  the  reduction  made  by  the  Com- 
missioners ? — No. 

14920.  Was  it  a  substantial  reduction? — Yes ;  I  think  so. 

14921.  Did  it  work  well  ? — Yes ;  it  diminished  the  number  of  taverns. 
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14922.  It  worked  better  than  the  old  plan  ?— Yes. 

14923.  Do  you  say  that  a  large  number  of  the  people  desire  that  there  shoold  be 
free  trade  in  the  sale  of  liquor  rather  than  that  it  should  be  licensed  ? — Yes ;  a  number 
of  the  people  are  opposed  to  licenses  and  look  upon  the  drink  traffic  as  an  immoral 
trade.     It  is  against  their  conscience  to  have  a  license  law. 

14924.  Were  the  representatives  of  the  city  of  that  opinion? — I  never  could  find 
out  their  individual  views. 

14925.  Was  there  any^vote  in  the  House? — I  do  not  remember  the  question  coming 
up  fair  and  square  in  the  election.  It  was  not  even  touched.  A  large  number  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature  of  both  branches  are  opposed  to  the  license  system. 

14926.  They  prefer  free  sale  under  this  police  regulation  to  a  license  system  ?— Yes. 

14927.  On  account  of  the  immorality  of  the  trade? — Yes. 

14928.  Do  you  prefer  the  present  system  to  a  license  law? — I  am  opposed  to  a 
license  law ;  I  prefer  the  Scott  Act. 

14929.  Do  you  prefer  the  present  law? — I  cannot  say  on  a  six  weeks'  experiment 
how  it  will  work. 

14930.  You  prefer  the  Scott  Act  to  either  of  them  ? — Yes. 

14931.  And  you  say,  on  the  whole,  the  Scott  Act  has  been  beneficial,  and  you  pre- 
fer it  to  a  license  law  or  to  the  present  system  ? — Yes. 

14932.  Would  you  suggest  imprisonment  instead  of  the  imposition  of  a  fine  for  first 
offences  ? — The  law  worked  very  well  as  it  was,  but  the  machinery  was  not  good. 

14933.  Was  any  attempt  made  to  secure  legislation  from  the  Provincial  House 
making  it  compulsory  for  this  Municipality  to  appoint  and  pay  officials  to  enforce  the 
Scott  Act  ? — I  cannot  say  about  the  County,  but  there  was  no  official  document  from 
the  City  Council. 

1 4934.  In  Ontario,  provision  was  made  to  enforce  the  law  by  the  appointment  of 
Stipendiary  Magistrates  and  Inspectors.  The  Government  bore  part  of  the  expense  and 
the  Municipalities  were  compelled  to  bear  the  balance ;  was  any  such  action  taken  here  ? 
— I  do  not  remember  any. 

14935.  Did  you  say  the  Act  was  working  splendidly  at  the  time  it  was  repealed?— 
No,  I  did  not  mean  that.  That  would  be  inconsistent  with  my  evidence.  At  one  time 
it  was,  but  latterly  it  did  not  work  well,  from  the  time  the  prosecutor  was  dismissed. 

14936.  You  attribute  the  repeal  of  the  Act  to  both  causes,  partly  because  those 
who  were  in  favour  of  the  Act  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  go  to  the  poll  ? — Yes ; 
there  was  apathy. 

14937.  Do  you 'think  any  of  those  were  actuated  by  the  view  that  the  Act  was  not 
well  enforced  ? — I  dare  say  some  of  them  thought  so,  and  if  so  they  were  to  blame  for  it 
greatly,  for  they  took  no  interest  in  the  Municipal  elections  to  see  that  proper  Councillors 
were  elected. 

14938.  Were  the  temperance  people  anxious  always  to  have  a  Council  in  favour  of 
enforcing  the  Act  ? — I  think  so. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

14939.  When  this  Provincial  law  was  passed,  you  were  not  consulted,? — No. 

14940.  Was  the  Council  consulted  ? — No. 

14941.  Was  anything  said  about  giving  the  people  a  vote  upon  this  regulation  t— I 
cannot  say. 

14942.  How  did  it  come  to  be  made  ? — The  citizens  have  a  right  to  go  to  the  L^- 
lature,  because  some  reform  may  be  i'equired  to  which  the  City  Council  may  be  opposed, 
and  the  citizens  prefer  to  go  themselves  instead  of  sending  their  representative. 

14943.  Do  you  think  a  license  law  a  sinful  law  or  an  immoral  law  ? — I  am  not  going 
to  say.  I  do  not  approve  of  a  license  law.  I  prefer  the  Scott  Act,  and  I  would  prefer 
a  law  for  the  whole  country  if  we  could  have  it.  I  am  not  a  member  of  any  society, 
though  I  am  a  temperance  man  and  have  not  taken  liquor  for  years  except  a  glass  of 
good  wine  when  I  feel  a  little  weak  ;  but  sometimes  I  will  not  touch  it  for  a  month.  I 
would  vote  with  both  hands  for  all  liquor  being  mit  into  the  Red  Sea. 

14944.  You  were  able  to  get  that  wine  when  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force? — Yes. 
Hon.  Thomas  C.  Havilaj^d. 
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14945.  Were  all  your  citizens  able  to  get  it  ? — I  do  not  know.  I  happened  to  have 
that  wine  in  my  cellar,  imported  from  Montreal,  before  the  Scott  Act  came  into  force. 

14946.  The  man  of  means  may  import  his  wine,  and  the  poor  man  has  no  chance  to 
get  his  glass  of  ale  ? — That  is  why  I  would  rather  have  prohibition. 

14947.  You  think  the  Scott  Act  better  than  the  present  system  or  the  license 
system  1 — Yes.  ^ 

14948.  Do  you  approve  of  the  present  system  of  free  sale? — No,  because  I  do  not 
want  it  sold  at  all. 

14949.  "Would  you  rather  have  free  sale  or  a  license  law? — I  am  opposed  to  the 
trade  being  regulated  by  law  at  all. 

14950.  Would  you  rather  have  free  sale  or  a  license  law  ? — Free  sale,  and  leave  the 
responsibility  on  those  who  buy  it  and  use  it. 

By  Mr,  Gigault  : 

14951.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  a  general  prohibitory  law  would  make  every  man 
sober  ? — Yes,  if  it  were  enforced. 

14952.  Would  it  be  enforced] — That  depends  on  the  machinery. 

14953.  Would  it  be  desirable  to  enact  such  a  law  if  it  would  not  be  enforced? — Of 
course  not.     It  would  be  of  no  use  if  it  were  not  enforced. 

14954.  You  are  in  favour  of  the  Scott  Act? — Yes,  as  I  think  that  half  a  loaf  is 
better  than  no  bread. 

14955.  But  you  say  it  was  not  enforced? — It  was  for  a  time  ;  but  when  the  liquor 
influence  predominated  in  the  Council,  it  was  not. 

14956.  Was  it  not  better  to  repeal  it  than  to  have  a  law  on  the  Statute-book  that 
was  not  enforced  ?^ — No.  It  would  have  been  better  for  the  citizens  to  have  exercised 
greater  power  over  the  governing  body. 

14957.  If  your  Legislature  could  make  police  provision  for  the  regulation  of  the 
free  sale,  could  it  not  have  made  a  police  regulation  for  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott 
Act? — Of  course,  it  could. 

14958.  Was  any  effort  made  to  get  it  ? — I  cannot  tell  you. 

14959.  In  New  Brunswick  and  in  Ontario  there  was  a  law  providing  for  the 
appointment  of  Inspectors.     Was  there  any  such  law  here  ? — No. 

14960.  Wa«*  any  attempt  made  to  get  it? — I  do  not  know  whether  there  were 
any  private  or  public  meetings  of  gentlemen  connected  with  the  temperance  societies 
or  not. 

14961.  Was  there  any  petition  to  the  Legislature? — None  that  I  can  tax  my 
memory  with. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

14962.  When  you  speak  of  enforcement,  you  dj  not  mean  absolute  enforcement, 
so  that  there  is  no  violation  of  the  law  ? — That  is  impossible.  I  do  not  know  of  any 
law  that  ever  was  absolutely  enforced. 

14963.  Because  there  are  violations  of  any  law,  does  it  follow  that  the  law  is  a 
failure? — No.     You  cannot  name  any  law  without  some  breaches. 

14964.  You  consider  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  was  successful  in  a  degree,  not- 
withstanding some  violations  ? — I  do,  taken  as  a  whole. 

14965.  Do  I  understand  that  you  believe  the  liquor  ti^e  is  immoral  and  productive 
of  great  evil  effects? — I  do. 

14966.  And  is  that  why  you  decline  to  favour  the  licensing  of  that  trade? — Yes. 
It  would  be  very  inconsistent  to  favour  the  licensing  of  the  trade  and  next  day  to  sign 
a  petition  for  a  prohibitory  law.     It  would  be  blowing  hot  and  cold. 
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ROWAN  R.  FITZGERALD,  of  Charlottetown,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

14967.  What  is  your  calling  or  occupation  ? — Barrister. 

14968.  And  you  are  a  Magistrate? — Stipendiary  Magistrate. 

1 4969.  Under  what  authority  are  you  appointed  ? — Under  an  Act  of  the  Provin- 
cial Legislature. 

14970.  And  by  the  Provincial  Government? — Yes. 

14971.  How  long  have  you  held  the  office? — Since  June,  1875. 

14972.  Then  you  were  Stipendiary  Magistrate  during  the  existence  of  the  License 
L«aw,  the  Scott  Act  and  the  present  system  of  things  ? — Yes,  I  was. 

14973.  Was  it  your  duty  to  try  cases  of  parties  charged  with  dnmkenness  and 
disorderly  conduct  ? — Yes ;  all  city  cases. 

14974.  And  to  take  preliminary  evidence  in  them? — I  had  sole  jurisdiction  in  the 
city  ;  the  jurisdiction  of  all  other  Magisitrates  was  ousted  by  statute. 

14975.  And  outside  of  the  city  ? — I  had  jurisdiction  for  the  whole  province. 

14976.  Ex-officio  ?— No,  by  statute. 

14977.  You  try  provincial  cases? — Occasionally. 

14978.  And  can  do  what  is  done  by  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  outside?— Ye& 

14979.  In  the  city  have  you  found  a  diminution  in  the  number  of  cases  of  drunk- 
enness?— I  can  give  you  the  figures.  For  the  year  1875  I  have  no  record.  In  1876 
there  were  676  cases  of  drunkenness,  out  of  a  total  of  1,290.  In  1877  the  total  was 
1,297,  and  there  were  737  drunks.  In  1878  the  total  was  745,  and  tte  cases  of  drunk- 
enness 357.  In  1879  the  total  w^  544,  and  the  drunks  321.  In  1880  the  total  was 
491,  and  the  cases  of  drunkenness  256.  In  1881  the  total  was  472,  and  the  cases  of 
drunkenness  197.  The  Scott  Act  came  into  operation  here  in  August,  1881,  and  1882 
was  the  first  year  that  the  Act  was  really  in  operation.  In  1882  the  total  number  d 
cases  was  404,  and  of  drunkenness  218.  In  1883  the  total  526,  drunkenness  250.  In 
1884,  total  ^81,  drunkenness  229  ;  in  1885,  total  640,  drunkenness  284  ;  in  1886,  toUl 
592,  drunkenness  299;  in  1887,.total  516,  drunkenness  213;  in  1888,  total  598,  drunk- 
enness 262  ;  in  1889,  total  483,  drunkenness  395 ;  in  1890,  total  510,  drunkenness  239; 
in  1891,  total  566,  drunkenness  304. 

.14980.  About  1877  there  was  quite  a  drop  ? — I  will  explain  it  in  this  way  :  previous 
to  my  appointment  at  all  events,  it  was  generally  considered  that  the  crimina]  business 
of  the  city  was  not  well  managed,  owing  to  the  constitution  of  the  court.  It  was  not 
managed  properly,  for  the  Judges  were  not  legal  men,  but  were  aldermen,  who  took  in 
turn  the  trial  of  all  criminal  cases.  The  number  dropped  oflf  after  my  appointment, 
and  during  two  years  it  dropped  from  1,200  to  745,  and  from  that  time  it  has  still 
decreased  until  it  now  averages  about  400  or  500,  and  it  remains  at  that  number  right 
along. 

14981.  Do  you  remember  when  the  change  was  made  by  which  the  licensing  power 
was  removed  from  the  municipal  board  to  commissioners  ?  Had  the  number  of  licenses 
decreased  before  or  after  you  were  appointed? — It  was  while  I  was  Magistrate  that  ^e 
system  of  issuing  licenses  by  Commissioners  was  in  operation,  before  the  Scott  Act  was 
in  force. 

14982.  Some  time  after  you  were  appointed  Magistrate  the  issuing  of  licenses 
went  to  a  different  body,  and  the  number  was  diminished :  is  that  the  case  ? — Yes,  I 
think  so. 

14982a.  Do  you  think  the  effect  was  that  the  number  of  cases  of  drunkenness 
brought  before  you  decreased  ?  Did  you  find  any  diminution  after  that  change  was 
made,  as  compared  with  the  previous  period  ?  Take,  in  the  first  instance,  the  figures  for 
drunkenness  for  1876? — In  1876  and  1877  the  returns  of  the  number  of  cases  of  drunk- 
enness were  not  published,  before  a  regular  Stipendiary  was  appointed. 

14983.  You  occupied  the  position  of  Stipendiary  Magistrate  in  1876  and  18771— 
Yes. 

Rowan  R.  Fitzgerald. 
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14984.  What  was  the  number  in  1876  ?— 600,  and  700  in  1877.  In  1878  it  dropped 
to  357. 

14985.  "Was. that  the  time  when  the  change  was  made? — My  own  impression  is 
that  no  licensing  power  had  any  effect  on  that.  The  reduction  was  due  to  the  fact  that 
crime  was  being  punished,  and  people  came  to  understand  it. 

14986.  You  say  in  1876  there  were  about  600,  and  in  1877  there  was  a  slight  in- 
crease ? — Yes. 

14987.  And  then  the  number  dropped  one-half  in  1878?— I  had  a  very  large  police 
force  on  duty  in  1876  ;  I  had  19  policemen. 

14988.  Was  the  population  any  larger  than  it  is  now? — No ;  but  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  crime,  and  there  were  a  large  number  of  assault  cases.  There  were  60  or  70 
cases  of  larceny  every  year,  and  87  cases  of  assault. 

14989.  Had  you  more  of  a  floating  population  :  Was  railway  building  going  on  ? — 
The  railway  was  built  in  1874. 

14990.  The  Island,  I  believe,  went  into  Confederation  in  1875  ?— Yes.  The  rail- 
way was  built  before  Confederation,  and  we  handed  the  railway  over. 

14991.  Had  you  more  of  a  floating  people  during  those  two  years,  1876  and  1877  ? 
— There  was  more  shipping  here  then  than  there  is  now. 

14992.  You  think  that  because  of  your  enforcement  of  the  law,  the  number  dropped 
from  700  to  300 1 — The  convictions  dropped,  and  there  were  also  fewer  cases  brought  for- 
ward. I  think  when  a  Magistrate  receives  notes  of  hand  for  $4,000  as  representing  iines> 
there  is  not  very  much  punishment. 

1 4993.  Were  those  fines  never  collected  ? — I  was  handed  over  $4,000  in  notes  to 
collect.     They  were  never  collected. 

14994.  Under  your  regime  the  persons  convicted  have  to  pay? — Yes,  it  is  cash  or 
jail.  That  is  the  only  proper  way  in  which  a  Police  Court  can  be  conducted.  Taking 
an  average  of  the  nine  years  I  have  been  endeavouring  to  get  at  some  estimate,  if  possible, 
of  what  the  effect  was  of  the  difl^rent  systems,  license,  Scott  Act  and  free  rum,  as  regards 
the  number  of  cases  of  intoxication.  I  find  that  for  the  nine  years  during  which  the 
Scott  Act  was  in  force  the  average  was  22  and  a  fraction  per  month  ;  during  the  free 
rum  period  of  16  months,  which  the  Commission  will  notice  is  not  a  very  long  test,  the 
average  was  22^,  and  the  average  under  the  new  regulation  Act,  which  has  only 
been  in  force  since  30th  June,  has  been  1 7,  or  even  less. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

14995.  Is  that  low  percentage  on  account  of  the  new  police  regulations  ? — Yes,  and 
it  is  under  the  new  licensing  system  of  the  city  with  the  police  regulations. 

14996.  Have  you  statistics  of  the  old  license  period — the  period  when  the  duty  or 
privilege  of  issuing  licenses  was  taken  away  from  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  and  handed 
over  to  Commissioners  ? — That  system  was  in  existence  up  to  1881. 

14997.  Have  you  statistics  covering  that  period  ?^ — You  mean  from  1876  to  1881  ? 

1 4998.  Yes.  What  would  be  the  percentage  per  month  ? — I  could  not  give  you 
^he  figures  at  the  moment. 

14999.  Will  you  kindly  furnish  them  ?— Yes. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

15000-1.  When  you  came  into  oflSce,  what  system  was  in  force? — I  will  tell  you 
afterwards,  for  I  do  not  remember  at  the  moment. 

15002.  Taking  the  Scott  Act  years,  1887,  1888,  1889  and  1890,  can  you  form  any 
opinion  as  to  the  difference  in  the  number  of  cases  of  drunkenness  during  those  years 
and  the  license  period  ? — My  opinion,  so  far  as  the  drunkenness  of  this  city  is  concerned, 
is  that  the  License  Law  or  the  Scott  Act  has  very  little  effect  on  drunkards  one  way  or 
another. 

15003.  The  Commission  wish  to  be  informed  of  all  the,  facts  and  to  ascertain  the 
experience  of  officials  and  others  which  may  prove  valuable,  especially  men  in  such  a 
position  as  you  occupy.  We  desire  to  obtain  facts  and  opinions ;  but  we  do  not  wish  to 
obtain  mere  theories  not  based  on  experience  ? — Leaving  out  all  question  of  the  effective- 
ness of  the  liquor  law  in  dealing  with  drunkenness,  I  will  say  that  I  believe  the  volume 
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of  drunkenness  is  largely  dependent  upon  a  small  number  of  people — 25  or  30  ruffians, 
who  get  drunk  whenever  they  can  get  the  liquor,  and  who  are  constantly  coming  before 
me.  This  number  may  be  placed  at  20  or  30,  and  they  will  make  up  to  a  very  large 
extent  the  volume  of  the  drunken  cases  before  me.  Occasionally  men  from  the  country 
get  drunk,  even  men  of  sober  habits,  or  industrious  mechanics ;  but  their  numbers  are 
comparatively  small.    The  ruffian  element  makes  up  largely  the  drunkenness  of  the  city. 

15004.  8o  you  have  men  who  repeat  the  offence  ? — They  are  a  class  of  men  that 
neither  license  nor  prohibition  will  reach. 

15005.  They  will  get  the  liquor  in  some  way  ? — If  any  men  will  get  it,  they  will. 

15006.  Are  they  men  working  in  the  city? — They  are  largely  "wharf  rats." 

15007.  Have  you  been  able  to  bring  them  to  task? — I  constantly  give  them  90 
days'  imprisonment;  but  the  only  difference  is,  that  I  do  not  see  them  so  frequently  as 
previously. 

15008.  In  your  experience  of  the  working  of  the  new  system — the  free  liquor 
system — do  you  find  drunkenness  decreasing  in  the  community  ? — So  far  as  the  police 
records  show  in  regard  to  drunkenness,  there  is  no  question  about  it.  To-day  we  have 
a  law  that  regulates  the  sale  of  liquor  and  causes  it  to  be  conducted  decently  and  in  order, 
and  in  the  opinion  of  the  Marshal  it  has  had  an  appreciable  effect  on  the  drunkenness 
of  the  people.  It  has  not  only  reduced  drunkenness,  but  it  has  been  the  means  of 
closing  the  houses  earlier  at  night  and  during  unseemly  seasons.  The  houses  close  at 
ten  o'clock  at  night  and  on  Saturday  at  seven  o'clock.  ^ 

15009.  And  I  suppose  they  close  on  Sunday  ? — Yes. 

15010.  Do  you  find  an  improvement  ? — Yes  ;  a  marked  improvement.  I  have  been 
enforcing  an  old  Act  of  Charles  I.,  by  which  the  Legislature  put  the  fine  up  to  |25,  when 
formerly  it  was  $1.62.  A  good  many  have  been  fined  under  that  Act  for  Sunday 
selling. 

15011.  Have  you  found  any  difficulty  in  enforcing  the  Scott  Act  1 — I  found  it  very 
difficult. 

15012.  Can  you  suggest  any  improvement  in  the  machinery  of  the  Act  itself  ?— I 
can  give  you  statistics  in  regard  to  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  in  this  city.  Yoa 
will  find  probably  as  large  a  number  of  convictions  in  this  city  as  in  any  other.  I  can 
give  you  statistics  of  the  cases  under  the  Scott  Act,  that  is  the  Canada  Temperance 
Act.  I  may  say  at  present,  that  all  that  information  is  contained  in  my  report  to  the 
Mayor  in  1890,  and  I  will  give  the  Commissioners  a  copy  of  that  report.  The  whole 
amount  collected  in  fines  during  the  9  J  years  the  Scott  Act  was  in  existence  was 
$12,643. 

15013.  Do  you  know  the  number  of  persons  convicted  ? — The  total  number  of  con- 
victions was  364. 

15014.  Some  of  those,  I  suppose,  would  be  the  same  persons  repeated  f — Yes. 

15015.  So  there  were  364  cases? — Actual  convictions,  243  for  the  first  offence; 
65  for  the  second  offence,  and  51  for  the  third  offence. 

15016.  Of  the  51  for  the  third  offence,  did  all  go  to  jail?— 123  of  the  whole 
number  were  actually  imprisoned.  Of  course  persons  convicted  for  third  offences  were 
imprisoned.  Of  the  123,  46  were  sentenced  to  one  month,  and  77  to  two  months' 
imprisonment.  During  the  portion  of  1881,  in  which  the  Act  remained  in  force,  there 
were  1 9  convictions.     The  Act  was  repealed  in  December  of  that  year. 

15017.  Did  you  find  that  the  number  of  prosecutions  diminished  year  by  year  I— 
I  could  not  answer  that  question  from  memory.  The  number  of  prosecutions  lai^y 
depends,  of  course,  on  the  vigour  with  which  the  Act  is  enforced. 

15018.  When  the  Act  came  into  force,  what  assistance  had  you  ? — When  the  Act 
came  into  force  there  was  at  first  a  Temperance  Alliance  League,  and  prosecutions  were 
carried  on  by  them  ;  the  members  of  the  Alliance  laid  quite  a  number  of  informations 
during  the  first  couple  of  years.  After  that,  of  course,  the  members  found  that  it  inter- 
fered with  their  private  business,  and  the  work  was  gradually  dropped,  and  at  last  left 
entirely  to  the  police  force.  Occasionally  private  individuals  would  lay  informations, 
but  the  work  was  practically  done  by  the  police  force  after  two  or  two  and  a  half  years, 
I  think  ;  but,  of  course,  I  speak  from  memory. 
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15019.  What  amendments  would  you  suggest  to  the  Act? — The  most  desirable 
amendments  have  been  made.  The  framers  of  the  Act  made  an  actual  muddle  of  it, 
and  the  gentlemen  who  drew  up  its  provisions  were  evidently  not  familiar  with  the 
"  Summary  Procedure  Act."  They  have  now  made  it  workable.  The  great  difficulty 
was  in  regard  to  securing  the  attendance  of  witnesses ;  for  a  witness  could  not  be 
arrested,  although  he  was  leaving  the  jumdiction.  That,  however,  has  been  amended, 
and  the  Act,  on  the  whole,  has  been  made  very  workable.  I  may  mention  that  every 
decision  given  by  me  was  sustained  by  the  Supreme  Court. 

15020.  Have  you  had  any  difficulty  in  regard  to  securing  the  attendance  of  wit- 
nesses in  Scott  Act  cases  ? — Yes,  it  is  a  troublesome  sort  of  measure,  as  are  all  liquor 
cases.  The  uncertainty,  beyond  all  question,  conduces  to  a  very  large  amount  of  per- 
jury being  committed. 

15021.  Even  within  the  limits  of  charity,  you  cannot  attribute  it  to  mere  lapse  of 
memory  I— It  is  unquestionably  perjury.  This  does  not  occur  particularly  in  Scott  Act 
cases,  but  in  all  liquor  cases,  and  it  occurred  in  the  same  way  under  the  old  license  law. 
I  sent  a  man  to  the  Supreme  Court  for  perjury,  and  he  was  convicted  ;  that  was  ei  liquor 
case.  There  appears  to  be  a  terrible  temptation  to  perjury,  I  think,  in  connection  with 
these  cases. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

15022.  Do  you  know  how  many  places  were  reputed  to  be  selling  liquor  during  the 
time  the  ScottAct  was  the  law  ?— I  could  not  tell  you  ;  I  would  only  be  repeating  infor- 
mation I  obtained  from  the  Marshal. 

15023.  Do  you  know  how  many  premises  were  permitted  to  sell  liquor  when  the 
Commissioners  granted  the  licenses? — I  will  get  the  information  for  the  Commission. 

15024.  Also  the  number  of  places  under  the  present  regulations  where  liquor  is 
sold  ? — Yes,  I  can  get  that  from  the  police  books. 

15025.  You  say  there  was  no  marked  diminution  of  convictions  for  drunkenness 
during  the  time  the  Scott  Act  was  the  law  ? — No,  you  will  find  the  average  about  the 
same.     You  can  draw  no  conclusion  from  the  figures  as  regards  drunkenness. 

15026.  Was  the  Act  educational  in  regard  to  promoting  temperance  sentiment 
:among  the  people  ? — That  is  a  matter  of  opinion. 

15027.  What  is  your  opinion? — It  is  very  hard  to  give  an  opinion  on  that  matter 
— an  opinion  that  would  satisfy  my  own  mind.  The  Act  was  not  educational  in  many 
respects.  It  was  not  an  educator  in  the  sense  of  being  a  statute  on  the  statute-book  that 
was  being  observed,  to  which  as  a  lawyer  and  a  Magistrate  I  always  attach  great  im- 
portance. I  think  a  statute  on  the  statute-book  which  is  deliberately  broken  is  the 
worst  class  of  educator  you  can  possibly  have,  and  that  ib  can  never  be  called  an  educator. 

15028.  You  refer  to  the  moral  effect  of  a  law  being  continuously  and  flagrantly 
-violated? — I  could  not  conscientiously  call  that  an  educator.  There  are  many  senses 
beyond  question  in  which  the  Scott  Act  might  be  called  an  educator,  in  that  it  prepares 
people  for  total  prohibition ;  and  in  certain  sections  where  the  people  wish  to  secure  a 
measure  as  near  prohibition  as  possible,  I  think  that  reasonably  it  can  be  called  an  edu- 
<5ator.  It  is  an  educator  in  the  sense  that  men  who  are  total  prohibitionists  themselves, 
and  who  wish  to  see  all  liquor  business  made  as  disreputable  as  possible,  may  secure  a 
measure  in  that  direction  ;  and  in  that  sense  it  may  assist  in  prohibiting  the  sale  of  liquor 
under  any  circumstances,  and  thus  be  a  beginning  to  prohibition. 

15029.  It  may  be  paving  the  way  up  to  that  point.  But  what  do  you  think  of  the 
present  condition  of  things  ? — If  I  were  asked  that  question,  I  would  say  perhaps  that 
in  my  humble  opinion,  the  really  right  way  of  attacking  the  evil  of  intemperance  is  as  I 
will  indicate.  You  have  total  prohibition  on  the  one  hand,  you  have  a  license  system  on 
the  other,  you  have  also  the  Scott  Act  and  free  sale  with  police  regulations.  With  total 
prohibition  you  go  to  the  root  of  the  trouble,  and  prevent  the  importation  of  liquor  as 
much  as  possible,  and  endeavour  to  enforce  the  law  to  prevent  it.  With  regulation,  as 
you  have  it  here,  you  simply  to  a  certain  extent  seek  to  control  the  liquor  trade,  and  to 
see  that  any  liquor  sold  is  sold  decently  and  in  order.  The  Scott  Act  is  neither  one 
thing  nor  the  other,  because  it  permits  liquor  to  be  imported  into  the  country,  and  it 
then  attempts  to  prevent  its  sale.     I  unhesitatingly  say  this,  that  the  Scott  Act  is  a 
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workable  Act,  and  one  that  could  be  enforced  in  my  judgment,  especially  if  all  the  fines 
were  paid  into  the  treasury  and  used  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  Act  But,  if  I 
were  asked,  as  you  have  asked  me,  to  state  my  preference,  I  would  say  that  so  far  as 
wishing  to  see  temperance  the  rule  in  the  land,  [  would  unhesitatingly  express  my  pre- 
ference, in  the  interest  of  temperance,  for  prohibition. 

15030.  That  is,  between  the  present  order  of  things  and  the  previous  condition?— 
It  makes  no  particular  diflference.  The  present  law  is  simply  a  regulation  to  go  with  the 
License  Act. 

15031.  Did  the  Commissioners,  appointed  in  the  later  years  of  the  License  Law, 
have  power  to  issue  as  many  licenses  as  they  pleased  or  was  there  any  restriction  as 
regards  the  number,  having  regard  to  population  i—Yes ;  it  was  a  kind  of  plebiscite. 
The  applicant  had  to  get  the  consent  of  a  certain  number  of  ratepayers  in  the  district 
before  a  license  was  issued. 

15032.  Do  you  remember  anything  in  regard  to  the  votes  polled  on  the  Canada 
Tem'perance  Act  at  its  adoption,  and  at  its  repeal  1 — It  was  carried  by  a  majority  of 
400,  as  I  understand,  at  first.  Then  it  was  sustained  by  a  small  majority,  and  it  was 
defeated  by  a  small  majority. 

15033.  Do  you  know  about  the  number  of  votes  recorded  ? — Did  they  constitute 
an  average  number  of  the  votes  on  the  roll  ? — I  have  never  looked  closely  into  the 
matter.     I  am  rather  inclined  to  think  it  was  a  small  vote. 

15034.  Would  it  be  difficult  to  obtain  the  numbers  polled  1 — It  was  a  small  vote  I 
think. 

Bp  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

15035.  What  were  the  chief  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott 
Act  ? — The  general  apathy  of  the  people,  who  threw  all  the  responsibility  on  the  Magis- 
trate and  the  police  force,  and  did  nothing.  That  was  one  difficulty.  My  life  was  a 
burden  unto  me  personally. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

15036.  Because  of  the  apathy  of  the  people? — No  ;  but  because  of  the  feeling  of 
many  good  temperance  people  that  the  Magistrate  could  possibly  have  done  more  than 
he  did. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

15037.  Did  any  difficulty  grow  out  of  the  cases  on  appeal  ? — No.  Our  Supreme 
Court  sustained  every  judgment,  except  one. 

15038.  Were  there  any  delays  ? — No ;  our  court  is  prompt  as  a  rule.  There  were 
many  cases  of  certiorari^  but  the  court  here  sustained  the  Act  practically. 

15039.  Do  you  think  the  police  were  more  careful  to  make  arrests  for  drunkenness 
during  any  of  the  years  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force,  than  they  were  previously  f— >'o ;  I 
do  not  think  it. 

15040.  I  ask  that  question  because  in  some  places  there  has  been  this  difficulty 
experienced,  that  policemen  were  more  careful  in  making  arrests  for  drunkenness  under 
the  Scott  Act,  and  thus  the  number  appeared  apparently  greater  than  it  otherwise 
would  have  been  ? — I  have  not  the  least  suspicion  of  that  occurring  here.  I  do  not 
think  that  was  the  fact. 

15041.  Do  the  city  reports  contain  the  cost  of  the  police  department? — Yes;  and 
the  cost  is  about  the  same  every  year. 

15042.  Take  1890,  for  instance.  The  total  number  of  arrests  was  510,  and  the 
number  of  arrests  for  drunkenness  239  ;  is  that  the  number  of  convictions  for  drunken- 
ness, or  the  number  of  arrests  1 — The  number  of  convictions. 

15043.  And  510  convictions  for  all  offences? — Yes. 

15044.  Of  the  difference  between  239  and  510,  which  is  271,  have  you  any  means 
of  knowing  if  any  proportion,  and  if  any  proportion  what  proportion,  of  that  number 
were  before  you  because  of  offences  that  were  traceable  to  drink,  or  the  drink  trade  in 
any  way  ? — I  could  say  generally,  in  answer  to  that  question,  that  in  regard  to  that  year 
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and  other  years  they  were  largely  cases  of  assault  traceable  directly  to  drink,  also  cases 
of  larceny  to  a  certain  extent,  and  perhaps  to  an  appreciable  extent.  Cases  of  vagrancy 
and  breaches  of  the  city  by-laws  were  also  due  largely  to  drink. 

15045.  Is  it  your  belief,  from  your  official  experience  and  observation,  that  a  con- 
siderable proportion  of  the  ofifences,  other  than  drunkenness,  are  traceable  to  drink  and 
the  drink  trade  ? — I  do  not  think  any  Magistrate  living  could  answer  the  question  in 
any  other  way  than  that  it  is  unquestionably  so. 

15046.  Are  there  many  juvenile  offenders? — I  suppose  10  or  15,  running  from  14 
to  16  or  17  years. 

15047.  In  the  juveniles  who  come  before  you,  do  you  find  any  considerable  number 
of  them  have  given  way  to  crime  because  of  the  drinking  habits  of  their  parents,  which 
have  caused  the  neglect  of  their  children  ? — Yes,  largely  from  the  neglect  of  parents  ;  in 
fact,  in  almost  every  case. 

15048.  Is  that  neglect  attributable  to  drink  habits  on  the  part  of  the  parents? — 
Yes,  I  think  so. 

15049.  The  Mayor  told  us  that  a  certain  number  of  members  of  the  City  Council 
were  also  liquor  sellers,  and  illicit  liquor  sellers.  Were  any  of  those  before  you  at  any 
time  for  illicit  selling  ?— Yes. 

1 5050.  Were  any  of  them  convicted  ? — Yes. 

15051.  And  fined  ? — Imprisoned  for  the  third  offence. 

15052.  While  members  of  the  Council  ?— Yes. 

15053.  You  have  said  that  the  Scott  Act  was  a  workable  law,  and  you  did  not  find 
serious  difficulty  in  enforcing  it  ? — No. 

15054.  Do  you  believe  a  general  prohibitory  law,  prohibiting  the  manufacture, 
importation  and  sale  of  liquor,  could  be  as  easily  or  more  easily  worked  ? — I  should  say 
mere  easily.  When  I  say  that,  it  is  rather  a  queer  remark  to  make,  because  I  have  had 
no  experience  of  the  difficulties  of  enforcing  total  prohibition  in  the  way  of  smuggling 
and  matters  of  that  class.  I  mean  in  regard  to  prohibiting  the  sale ;  in  that  respect  it 
could  be  made  to  work  more  easily  than  the  Scott  Act. 

1 5055.  You  think  the  fact  that  liquor  is  permitted  to  come  into  the  country,  and 
its  sale  is  permitted  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  creates  difficulties  ? — Great  difficulty 
beyond  que^stion. 

15056.  Have  you  found  that  petty  crimes — larceny  and  the  like — have  been 
diminishing  of  late  years  ? — ^Yes. 

15057.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that? — To  law  and  order  being  better  observed. 
In  the  first  place,  there  is  a  knowledge  that  prompt  and  quick  punishment  will  follow. 
In  the  next  place,  the  children  are  being  better  educated.  There  is  certainly  a  very 
much  smaller  class  of  ruffians  in  the  city  than  there  was  when  I  came  into  office  in  1875. 
There  is  a  vast  improvement.  We  very  rarely  have  assaults  on  females  ;  in  fact  there 
have  only  been  two  cases  of  assaults  on  females  in  a  year.  Beyond  question  there  is  a 
•diminution  in  crime. 

15058.  Of  course,  in  your  opinion,  much  of  this  is  attributable  to  moral  and  relig- 
ious teaching  ? — Largely  so ;  I  should  have  put  that  in  the  first  rank.  The  different 
churches  are  largely  working  on  that  line,  and  they  are  extending  their  influence  to 
young  men  outside. 

1 5059.  Do  you  think  the  law  is  any  help  in  this  moral  and  religious  effort  ? — Cer- 
-tainly. 

15060.  I  notice  in  the  statement  you  put  in  that  the  average  convictions  for 
-drunkenness  during  the  Scott  Act  period  was  22  per  cent  per  month  and  some  fraction  ; 
during  the  free  rum  period  22^,  and  during  the  month  or  six  weeks  of  police  regulation  17. 
The  Scott  Act  came  into  operation  in  1881.  I  find  the  arrests  during  the  five  years  of 
license,  from  1876  to  1880,  average  per  month  37^  :  is  that  figure  about  correct  ? — Yes. 

15061.  It  would  appear,  then,  that  drunkenness  under  license  was  decidedly  greater 
than  under  either  the  Scott  Act  or  free  rum,  or  police  regulations? — I  could  not  consis- 
tently draw  that  conclusion,  because  I  largely  attribute  the  volume  of  drunkenness  as 
well  as  increase  in  crime  to  want  of  proper  punishment  by  the  courts, 

15062.  When  did  you  take  charge?— In  1875. 
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15063.  These  figures  are  those  during  the  period  of  your  own  term  of  office  I— Yes, 
that  is,  all  from  that  time. 

15064.  I  take  from  1876  to  1880,  five  years,  and  I  find  that  the  arrests  for  drunk- 
enness per  month  during  that  time,  and  that  was  a  period  of  license,  was  37J^-I  dare 
say  those  figures  are  correct. 

15065.  From  your  observation  you  say  you  do  not  see  any  great  difference  in  re- 
gard to  drunkenness  1 — I  do  not  think  an  argument  of  any  very  great  value  can  be 
drawn  in  regard  to  drunkenness  as  regards  the  working  of  the  Scott  Act  or  any  other 
measure.     There  are  several  men,  20  or  30,  who  will  always  get  drunk  if  it  is  possible. 

15066.  Do  you  think  that  number  is  d^reasing? — Yes,  they  are  dying  out,  and 
the  younger  men  are  not  taking  their  places  in  that  respect. 

15067.  Of  those  parties  who  were  charged  with  violation  of  the  Scott  Act:  of 
the  convictions,  364,  can  you  tell  approximately  how  many  persons  were  repeaters? 
Were  there  half,  or  more  ?y— Yes,  you  can  make  a  calculation  that  the  number  is  50  or 
60,  or  thereabouts ;  243  of  that  number  were  first  offences. 

15068.  Were  all  those  separate  individuals  ? — Yes,  with  few  exceptions.  At  the 
time  of  the  McCarthy  Act  the  Commissioners  under  that  Act  insisted  on  prosecutions 
for  first  offences  alone.  I  declined  at  first  to  take  those  prosecutions,  and  I  called  up<m 
them  to  lay  charges  for  a  second  offence.  They  saw  the  ditficulty  of  conducting  prosecu- 
tions on  that  charge.  After  a  time  the  law  was  declared  to  be  tcltra  vires,  and  we  went 
back  to  the  other  state  of  affairs. 

15069.  Do  you  think  there  were  243  people  engaged  in  illicit  trade  in  Charlotte- 
town  ? — Yes,  and  a  good  many  more. 

15070.  That  was  during  the  nine  years  ? — There  were  243  offenders  no  doubt 

15071.  Were  any  of  them  offenders  all  the  time? — Yes,  lots  of  them. 

15072.  Were  some  out  of  the  city  1 — Yes. 

15073.  Looking  at  the  matter  generally,  what  were  the  classes  of  people  who  were 
engaged  in  conducting  the  illicit  trade  ?  Were  they  people  who  belonged  to  all  classes!— 
To  all  classes  :  there  was  no  distinction  of  class. 

15074.  Did  they  include  some  of  the  people  who  formerly  held  licenses?— Yes; 
wealthy  men,  as  well  as  the  poorest.  ' 

15075.  Were  the  wealthy  men  engaged  in  the  retail  trade? — The  most  wealthy 
man  in  the  Island  was  convicted  by  me  for  offences  under  the  Scott  Act.  There  was  no 
distinction  of  class. 

15076.  Are  some  of  these  people  now  carrying  on  free,  sale  under  police  regula- 
tion ? — There  are  fewer  houses  than  there  were  in  those  days.  I  think  the  sale  of  liquor 
has  appreciably  diminished  under  the  present  law. 

Bi/  Mr.  Clarke  : 

15077.  You  think  there  are  fewer  people  selling  liquor  now  than  under  the  Scott 
Act? — I  think  so. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

15078.  You  scarcely  think  one  month  sufficient  time  to  determine  what  the  effect 
of  the  ne^  law  will  be? — Certainly. 

By  Mr.  Gigaidt : 

15079.  Do  you  know  how  many  persons  are  selling  liquor  now  ? — I  cannot  tell  you 
from  my  personal  knowledge,  only  from  the  report  made  to  me  by  the  Chief  of 
Police.  He  has  gone  over  the  city  within  the  last  month  in  relation  to  the  new  Act 
and  has  carefully  surveyed  and  taken  a  description  of  every  house  in  the  city  where 
liquor  is  ostensibly  sold.  Under  the  new  law  it  has  to  be  sold  in  premises  with  large 
windows  w^ithout  blinds,  and  only  one  door,  &c.  He  has  a  li§t,  and  I  will  have  it  sub- 
mitted to  the  Commission.  There  is  very  little  inducement  for  a  person  to  sell  illicitly 
now.  It  is  not  worth  his  while,  because  there  are  so  many  open  places  which  will  take 
all  the  ordinary  custom. 

Rowan  R.  Fitzgerald. 
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By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

15080.  There  is  no  inducement  to  sell  illicitly  now,  you  say  ? — None. 

15081.  And  there  is  no  desire  to  obtain  liquor  secretly  ? — No.  They  can  all  get  it 
openly. 

15082.  You  have  said  that  for  the  last  five  years  under  license  the  percentage  was 
30  odd.  Do  you  attribute  that  to  the  fact  that  liquor  places  were  licensed,  or  that  the 
law  against  drunkenness  was  not  enforced  ? — I  attribute  it  largely  to  the  fact  that  the 
law  against  drunkenness  was  not  enforced. 

15083.  You  think  it  would  be  hardly  fair  to  hold  the  Scott  Act  responsible  for  the 
fact  that  in  1889,  when  it  was  the  law,  there  were  483  convictions,  of  which  295  were 
for  drunkenness.  For  that  reason,  I  took  the  years  1879,  1880  and  1881,  which  show 
respectively  231,  256  and  197  as  convictions  for  drunkenness,  and  that  average  is  prac- 
tically the  same  for  all  the  years  under  the  Scott  Act? — With  the  exception  of  1876  and 
1877,  when  the  people  were  not  educated  as  to  what  punishment  meant. 

15084.  Was  the  police  force  reduced  in  consequence  of  the  Scott  Act  becoming  the 
law  ? — No. 

15085.  There  was  as  large  a  police  force  under  the  Scott  Act  as  before  ? — The  same. 

15086.  Has  the  number  of  inmates  of  the  almshouses  been  reduced  ? — I  cannot  tell. 

By  Rev.  Dr  McLeod : 

15087.  You  have  spoken  of  one  year  when  you  had  a  very  large  police  force ;  when 
was  that? — It  was  in  the  year  1877. 

15088.  Was  that  before  the  Scott  Act  came  into  force  ? — Yes. 

15089.  You  had  a  large  force  in  some  of  the  years  preceding  the  Adoption  of  the 
Scott  Act  ? — I  had  in  1877,  I  think,  when  I  had  a  large  volume  of  crime. 

15090.  So  the  police  force  was  larger  then? — Yes;  but  the  police  force  remained 
the  same  for  quite  a  number  of  years.  . 

15091.  Do  you  remember  when  under  the  license  law  there  was  considerable  illicit 
sale  of  liquor  ? — There  was  a  little  illicit  sale,  not  a  very  great  deal. 

15092.  Was  any  attempt  made  to  prevent  and  punish  those  engaged  in  the  illicit 
sale  ?— Yes,  I  constantly  fined  them. 

15093.  Did  you  find  the  licensees  object  to  the  illicit  sale  ? — They  did. 

15094.  Did  they  take  steps  to  have  the  persons  brought  before  you  ? — They  assisted 
in  an  indirect  way. 

15095.  Was  there  any  violation  of  the  license  law  by  the  licensees  ? — Yes. 

15096.  They  violated  the  provisions  of  the  Act? — They  violated  the  ordinary  pro- 
visions of  the  license  law  as  regards  sale  to  minors  and  keeping  open  after  hours. 

15097.  So  from  your  observation,  there  are  violations  of  the  law,  whether  it  is 
license  or  prohibition,  wherever  there  is  an  opportunity  ? — Such  is  human  nature. 

15098.  Were  there  some  periods  during  the  Scott  Act  when  the  law  was  not  as 
well  enforced  as  in  other  years  ? — Yes.  In  certain  years  there  would  be  greater  vigilance 
exercised  than  in  other  years.  The  temperance  element  during  the  first  two  years  suc- 
ceeded in  enforcing  the  Act  very  well  indeed.     They  assisted  in  the  prosecutions. 

15099.  Then  their  efforts  slackened  ? — Yes.  They  evidently  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  police  could  do  the  work,  and  they  left  it  for  them  to  do.  While  they  did  the 
worlc^they  secured  quite  a  number  of  convictions. 

15100.  The  Mayor  has  told  the  Commission  something  of  the  composition  of  the 
Council,  and  has  intimated  that  it  had  some  effect  on  the  police  officers.  Have  you  ob- 
served that  ? — I  should  hardly  like  to  say  that  very  strongly.  I  find  that  the  members 
of  the  ordinary  police  force  are  not  men  trained  or  educated  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  a 
law  like  the  Scott  Act.  You  require,  in  my  judgment,  the  very  best  class  of  men  to  en- 
force such  a  law,  and  the  ordinary  policeman  is  not  a  man  suitable  to  enforce  it.  I  find 
that  some  members  of  the  force  who  have  brighter  intelligence  than  the  ordinary  police- 
man very  useful,  while  the  others  were  useless  and  incompetent  to  perform  the  duty. 

15101.  Do  you  think  they  were  influenced  by  the  circumstance  that  they  might  be 
removed  from  their  positions  :  Did  it  follow  that  because  some  of  their  pay-masters  were 
opposed  to  the  Act,  their  influence  would  have  some  effect  on  them  ? — I  would  not  like 
to  say  so. 
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15102.  That  is  human  nature  too? — Yes. 

15103.  Do  you  think  the  appointment  of  officials  by  either  the  Provincial  or  Do- 
minion Governments  would  secure  a  better  enforcement  of  the  law  ? — Unquestionably. 

By  Mr.  Gigault : 

15104.  Can  you  tell  the  Commission  how  many  persons  were  licensed  under  the  old 
License  Act  ? — I  cannot  tell  you  the  number.  The  City  Clerk  will  have  that  information. 
I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  issuing  of  licenses. 

15105.  When  Commissioners  were  appointed  to  ^rant  licenses,  how  many  licenses 
were  issued  1 — I  cannot  give  you  that  information.  It  can  be  obtained  from  the  City 
Clerk.  All  licenses  were  granted  by  the  Commissioners,  and  they  made  a  return, 
which  will  be  found  in  the  annual  report  of  the  City  Council. 

15106.  By  whom  were  the  Commissioners  appointed? — They  were  appointed  by 
the  body  of  citizens.     There  were  three  Commissioners. 

15107.  By  virtue  of  the  Provincial  Act? — Yes. 

15108.  How  is  the  Scott  Act  enforced  in  other  counties  of  this  Island?— I  do  not 
know. 

15109.  You  have  jurisdiction,  I  believe  ? — I  have,  but  it  is  only  jurisdiction  in  the 
sense  that  I  send  up  for  trial  certain  cases  to  the  Government  or  the  Attorney  General, 
and  I  act  in  special  cases  in  other  parts  of  the  Island. 

15110.  According  to  common  report,  how  is  the  Scott  Act  enforced  in  these 
counties  ? — From  common  report,  it  is  not  enforced  in  some  sections,  and  it  is  enforced 
in  other  sections.  It  is  enforced  in  this  province  spasmodically,  and  it  depends  largely 
on  whether  the  temperance  people  desire  to  have  it  enforced. 

15111.  It  depends  on  the  will  of  the  people  ? — Yes. 

15112.  Is  temperance  taught  in  the  schools  here? — I  think  it  is  now  being  about 
to  be  taught,  and  books  are  being  introduced. 

15113.  Do  you  think  that  religious  training  has  more  to  do  with  promoting  tem- 
perance than  legislative  enactment  ? — Religious  training  is  undoubtedly  a  very  large 
factor,  but  I  should  hardly  like  to  make  that  comparison  ;  in  fact,  I  do  not  know  that  I 
would  make  it.  I  say  that  religious  training  has  a  great  deal  to  do  with  it.  I  know 
constantly,  in  my  practice  as  Police  Magistrate,  that  when  a  priest  takes  hold  of  an 
unfortunate,  he  has  much  greater  influence  with  him  than  I  have.  My  punbhraent 
does  not  reach  him  as  well  as  personal  admonition.  In  some  way,  Mr.  Brewer,  who 
has  taken  an  interest  in  the  drunkards  of  this  city,  has  succeeded  in  reforming  very 
many  of  that  class  of  unfortunates  who  came  before  me  ;  and  that  is  a  more  practical 
way  than  all  the  legislation  that  ever  was  placed  on  the  statu te-l)ook. 

15114.  Can  you  give  the  Commission  a  statement  showing  the  number  of  fines 
collected  every  year  ? — Yes. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

15115.  And  please  distinguish  those  for  drunkenness? — Yes. 

15116.  What  is  the  number  of  police  oflicers  in  this  city  now  ? — Six  officers  and  a 
Marshal. 

15117.  Appointed  by  whom  ? — By  the  City  Council. 

15118.  They  are  liable  to  be  dismissed,  by  whom  ? — I  have  the  power  of  dismissal, 
under  the  statute. 

15119.  You  spoke  of  the  enforcement  of  the  Act,  and  wished  the  Scott  Act  fines 
were  devoted  to  that  purpose.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  under  the  Order  in  Council  the  fines 
were  to  be  used  for  that  purpose  ? — They  were  not.  They  were  put  into  the  funds  of 
the  municipality,  $12,640,  and  they  were  not  devoted  particularly  to  enforcing  the 
Scott  Act.  A  small  sum  was  so  devoted,  if  any  amount ;  but  I  cannot  remember  if 
any  money  was  spent  for  that  purpose. 

15120.  Do  you  think,  in  a  community  where  on  one  vote  the  Scott  Act  was  sus- 
tained by  a  majority  under  20,  and  later  was  repealed  by  a  majority  under  20,  showing 
that  the  community  were  pretty  evenly  divided  on  the  question,  it  is  more  diflicult  to 
enforce  the  Act  than  if  there  was  a  larger  preponderance  of  public  sentiment  in  its  favour! 
— It  is  unquestionably  more  difficult. 

Rowan  R.  Fitzgerald. 
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By  Mr.  Clarke : 

15121.  There  was  a  majority  of  400  in  its  favour,  I  believe,  when  it  was  first  sub- 
mitted ? — I  think  so,  speaking  from  memory. 

15122.  Was  it  more  easily  enforced  then,  it  being  free  from  legal  difficulties  ? — 
When  I  answer  the  question  in  that  way,  by  saying  unquestionably,  I  believe  that 
every  law  is  more  easily  enforced  by  the  police  force,  where  it  is  actually  in  sympathy 
with  the  people.  I  think  that  was  particularly  true  in  relation  to  the  Scott  Act,  be- 
cause the  police  in  many  cases  where  they  expected  assistance,  obtained  none. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

15123.  Speaking  of  the  reduction  in  crime  from  thorough  enforcement  of  the  law, 
does  that  apply  also  to  the  prosecution  by  the  police  force  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties,  and  the  upholding  of  the  majesty  of  the  law  ?  Have  there  been  assaults  on  police 
ofiicers  1 — I  have  imposed  very  heavy  fines.  However,  I  think  I  have  not  had  one  case 
a  year  of  that  class.  I  repeat  that  I  have  inflicted  very  heavy  fines,  and  in  fact  I  sent 
one  oflfender  to  jail  for  three  months.  It  was  not  a  very  great  interference,  but  still  it 
was  an  interference  with  the  majesty  of  the  law,  and,  although  a  petition  was  received 
for  the  release  of  the  offender,  he  is  still  in  jail. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

15124.  Was  there  a  special  officer  appointed  to  enforce  the  Scott  Act? — Yes,  there 
was. 

15125.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  circumstances  which  led  to  his  being  retired 
from  the  oflice  ? — Members  of  the  City  Council  can  give  you  better  information  in  regard 
to  that  matter.     They  voted  him  out ;  or,  in  other  words,  they  changed  the  man. 

15126.  We  understand  they  no  longer  desired  to  have  a  special  officer  and  handed 
over  his  duties  to  the  City  Marshal  1 — Yes. 

15127.  Did  you  find  that  the  change  was  attended  with  benefit.  Did  you  find  that 
prosecutions  were,  after  that  change,  dropped  by  the  police? — That  depended  largely  on 
the  man.  Mr.  Henderson  was  the  prosecutor,  and  after  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Pass- 
more  there  was  a  falling  off  in  the  number  of  prosecutions,  because  one  was  an  efficient 
man  and  the  other  was  an  idiot. 

15128.  Do  you  understand  how,  when  the  law  had  been  in  force  for  some  years, 
the  influence  of  the  liquor  party,  or  the  liqUor  interest,  could  be  exercised  to  such  a 
degree  as  to  be  able  to  oust  an  officer  from  his  position  and  allow  the  liquor  trade  to 
flourish,  if  the  influence  of  the  temperance  party  was  as  strong  as  one  would  imagine  it 
must  have  bean,  in  view  of  the  large  majority  of  400  given  in  favour  of  the  adoption  of 
the  Scott  Act  ?  Can  you  account  for  the  fact  that  this  illegal  trade  should  exercise 
such  an  influence,  notwithstanding  that  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  had  been  the 
law  for  some  yeai-s?  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  illegal  trade  must  have  been  thriving  at 
that  time  1 — I  do  not  think  I  can  answer  that  question  very  easily,  as  it  would  entail  a 
long  discussion  on  the  matter. 

15129.  We  want  to  get  at  the  bottom  facts,  which  it  is  very  hard  to  do  in  this 
matter  ? — I  do  not  think  I  can  answer  the  question. 

WITNESS,  at  a  subsequent  stage,  came  forward  and  said  :  I  desire  to  say  that  at  the 
last  election  Mr.  Haviland  was  opposed  by  one  of  the  strongest  temperance  advocates,  a 
life-long  temperance  advocate. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

45130.  Was  that  since  the  repeal  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — No,  I  think  not.  He  was  a 
life-long  temperance  man,  and  a  temperance  orator,  and  one  of  the  strongest  and  most 
able  advocates  of  temperance  in  the  island. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

15131.  Did  the  other  gentleman  run  on  the  temperance  ticket  ? — He  ran  on  all 
the  tickets. 

15132.  You  would  not  take  the  defeat  of  that  gentleman  as  a  vote  against  temper- 
ance ? — No.     Mr.  Haviland's  position  is  such  that  the  people  will  vote  for  him. 
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WITNESS,  at  a  later  stage  of  the  proceedings,  said  :  Indirectly  some  small  portion 
of  the  money  obtained  from  fines  was  used.  The  Women's  Christian  Temperance 
Union,  after  the  official  inspector  was  removed,  employed  Mr.  Fenson,  and  he  worked 
for  them.  They  sent  their  account  to  the  City  Council  and  asked  to  be  recouped  the 
amount ;  and  after  the  matter  had  been  postponed  from  time  to  time,  it  was  repaid  to 
the  Women's  Christian  Temperance  Union ;  so,  practically,  no  portion  of  the  $12,000 
went  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  Act. 
/ 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

15133.  Do  you  think,  if  you  had  had  the  use  of  that  money,  you  could  have  broken 
up  the  illicit  tmde  in  liquor  ? — I  do  not  say  that  I  could  have  broken  it  up,  but  a  man 
with  $12,000  could  do  much  better  with  it  than  without  it. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

15134.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  after  the  dismissal  of  the  officer,  he  was  re- 
employed ?  If  so,  the  temperance  people  would  have  had  the  advantage  of  his  services 
as  well  as  those  of  the  City  Marshal,  in  enforcing  the  law  ] — Yes,  he  was  employed  at 
least  by  them. 

15135.  And  the  City  Marshal,  also,  was  aiding  in  the  enforcement  of  the  lawt— 
No.  I  want  to  draw  a  distinction.  The  present  officer  is  enforcing  the  law  as  well  as 
a  City  Marshal  can  enforce  it  in  the  city. 


Hon.  EDWARD  J.  HODGSON,  of  Charlottetown,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed 
as  follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald: 

15136.  What  is  your  official  position  ?-^Master  of  the  Rolls. 

15137.  How  long  have  you  been  Master  of  the  Rolls? — About  eighteen  months. 

15138.  Before  that,  you  were  practising  law  here,  for  how  long  ?^ — I  have  been  in 
practice  since  1861. 

15139.  During  all  that  time  did  you  reside  in  Charlottetown? — Yes. 

15140.  You  knew  Charlottetown  under  the  license  law? — Yes. 

15141.  Under  the  Scott  Act?— Yes. 

15142.  And  under  the  free  sale  of  liquor? — Yes. 

15143.  When  at  the  Bar,  had  you  anything  to  do  with  the  conduct  of  Scott  Act 
cases  ? — Yes,  I  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  it,  chiefly  in  Queen's  County.  I  acted  for 
what  may  be  known  as  the  Liquor  Dealers'  Association,  defending  people  and  advising 
them.  In  King's  and  Prince  counties  I  acted  generally  for  the  Temperance  Alliance.  So 
I  saw  the  two  sides. 

15144.  Have  you  had  any  special  experience  since  you  have  been  on  the  Bench, 
from  cases  coming  before  you  officially? — I  have  seen  pretty  much  what  I  saw  when  I 
was  at  the  Bar,  that  is,  the  same  class  of  cases.  Down  at  King's  County,  last  July,  I 
think,  there  were  eleven  cases  ;  there  were  ten,  at  all  events.  I  confirmed  all  the 
appeals  and  convicted  the  persons  selling  in  all  cases,  except  one. 

15145.  Are  these  appeals  taken  by  certiorari  ? — That  is  only  where  there  is  defective 
jurisdiction.  The  only  cases  that  can  come  up  from  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  from 
whom  there  is  no  appeal,  are  only  those  on  defective  jurisdiction. 

15146.  But  the  others  were  from  Justices  of  the  Peace? — Yes. 

15147.  From  your  experience  of  the  Act  itself  and  its  working,  are  you  in  a  posi- 
tion to  suggest  to  the  Commission  any  amendments  that  would  make  the  Canada 
Temperance  Act  more  workable  ? — First,  I  may  be  permitted  to  say  that  the  result  of 
my  experience  in  Charlottetown  has  been  that  it  has  been  an  unmixed  evil 

Rowan  R.  Fitzgerald. 
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15148.  The  law  itself  l-^Yes.  Drinking  has  increased  to  a  very  much  greater 
extent,  ajid  it  has  increased  perjury  to  an  inordinate  extent ;  and  it  has  also  produced 
a  class  of  blackmailers.  This  class  of  people  has  increased  to  a  very  great  extent.  But 
in  the  counties  where  it  is  supported  by  public  opinion,  the  Act  has  done  a  great  deal  of  good. 
In  Queen's  County,  I  think,  it  is  hardly  possible  to  estimate  the  advantages  which  have 
accrued  from  the  Canada  Temperance  Act.  Liquor  selling  has  been  placed  on  its  proper 
degraded  level.  It  is  looked  upon  as  a  disreputable  business,  and  public  opinion  sup- 
porting the  Act  permits  very  little  drinking,  and  very  little  liquor  is  sold.  In  Prince 
County,  I  think  liquor  has  decreased,  owing  to  the  working  of  the  Act.  In  Summerside 
it  is  not  so  efficacious,  because  in  the  towns  the  Act  is  not  so  well  supported.  In  King's 
County  it  is  the  same  way.  In  Montague  and  the  better  parts  there  has  been  a  marked 
decrease  in  drinking,  and  the  trade  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  very  disreputable 
people.  Generally,  if  there  is  a  conviction  there,  the  person  is  put  in  prison  or  runs 
away.  To  the  east,  where  Souris  is  situated,  the  drinking  is  unlimited.  There  is  as 
much  liquor  as  they  want.  At  a  picnic  in  Souris  they  had  a  case  of  liquor  and  sixty 
gallons  of  beer,  and  all  the  young  fellows  in  the  neighbourhood  got  drunk.  The  matter 
was  brought  before  me,  but  the*  man  who  was  charged  denied  that  he  sold  to  the  young 
men,  who  said  he  did  so.  I  upheld  the  Magistrate's  decision,  and  the  man  went  away 
and  got  out  of  the  road  altogether. 

15149.  Are  we  to  understand  that  the  state  of  public  sentiment  may  have  a  good 
deal  to  do  with  the  efficiency  of  the  Act  1 — A  vast  deal  to  do  with  it.  In  Charlotte- 
town^  I  think,  there  is  chargeable  to  the  Scott  Act  a  great  increase  in  the  number  of 
drunkards.  Before  the  Act  was  adopted  a  man  went  into  a  tavern  and  took  a  glass  of 
whisky — though  I  believe  he  would  be  better  without  it.  Under  the  Canada  Temper- 
ance Act  he  bought  a  bottle.  It  largely  increased  office  drinking  and  bed-room  drinking, 
and  many  and  many  a  drunkard  has  been  trained  in  that  way. 

15150.  Could  you  suggest  any  amendment  in  the  procedure  which  would  improve 
the  Act  in  any  way  ? — No,  unless  you  make  it  a  crime  to  purchase,  because  where  liquor 
is  allowed  to  be  imported  by  the  law  it  will  be  sold,  and  there  is  a  great  difficulty  in 
^ding  out  the  people  who  sell  it.  People  object  to  appear  as  witnesses,  and  they  will 
prevaricate. 

15151.  The  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  who  appears  to  be  a  thoroughly  efficient  officer, 
has  stated  that  he  seems  to  be  able  to  enforce  the  Act,  and  the  Supreme  Court  has  up- 
held his  decisions? — We  have  no  appeals  from  him ;  but  I  have  no  doubt  that  his 
decisions  would  be  sustained,  because  he  is  very  careful. 

15152.  In  the  country  do  you  find  that  most  of  these  appeals  from  country  Magis- 
trates are  sustained  1 — I  think  since  I  have  been  on  the  Bench  I  have  only  dismissed  three. 
In  one  case  the  Magistrate  was  related  to  the  prosecutor. 

15153.  It  was  not  on  the  merits? — There  was  only  one  case  that  I  dismissed  of  any 
account.  The.  Attorney  General  would  not  press  it.  The  offence  was  committed  by  the 
man's  son,  who  received  a  good  thrashing  from  his  father,  and  a  member  of  the  Legis- 
lature, who  was  in  the  (VDurt,  saw  the  son  selling  liquor  from  a  bottle  over  a  game  of 
cards,  and  as  he  had  had  a  good  sound  thrashing,  I  dismissed  the  case. 

15154.  Do  you  think  there  is  a  difference  between  the  urban  and  the  rural  popula- 
tions ? — ^A  vast  difference.  When  I  was  at  the  Bar  I  was  so  thoroughly  convinced  of 
the  evils  of  th^  Canada  Temperance  Act  that  I  voted  against  it,  and  spoke  against  it ; 
but  I  was  prepared  in  the  country  to  vote  for  it  and  speak  in  favour  of  it,  if  occasion 
arose.  That  is  my  opinion,  independent  of  the  profession,  and  as  a  member  of  the  com- 
munity simply. 

15155.  Is  there  any  statement  you  would  like  to  make  in  reference  to  the  law  ? — 
Regarding  the  law  now  in  force  in  Charlottetown  :  it  has  not  been  in  force  long  enough 
to  allow  me  to  express  my  opinion  in  regard  to  it.  It  has  only  been  in  force  about  six  weeks. 
The  evils  of  it  seems  to  be  this,  that  while  the  Corporation  of  Charlottetown  give  un- 
limited permission  to  any  body,  no  matter  what  his  character  may  be,  to  sell  liquor  dur- 
ing certain  hours,  they  take  no  means  to  ascertain  the  quality  of  liquor  which  is  sold  or 
to  test  it.  You  must  have  open  windows  and  your  counters  must  not  be  too  high,  and 
you  must  close  at  certain  hours,  but  they  take  no  steps  to  see  the  kind  of  liquor  which  is 
sold.  , 
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1515^.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  better  if  a  system  w^re  enforced  for  the  proper 
examination  of  liquors  ? — I  think  so. 

15157.  We  have  heard  that  some  very  vile  compounds  are  sold  as  liquors  ?— Un- 
questionably, and  I  have  information  from  a  person  who  knew  it  from  his  own  obser?a- 
tion,  tha,t  an  inordinate  quantity  of  blue  stone  and  caustic  was  sold  imder  the  Scott 
Act  to  make  some  of  these  compounds,  and  these  were  allowed,  to  be  retailed  at  every 
street  comer. 

15158.  You  think  an  examination  of  liquor  should  be  made? — Yes. 

15159.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  better  in  Charlottetown  if  they  had  a  license  law 
with  these  police  requirements,  or  is  the  present  system  preferable ;  free  sale  with  police 
regulations  ? — I  think  it  would  be  much  better  to  have  a  license  law. 

15160.  And  the  number  of  places  limited? — Yes,  with  inspection  and  large  domi- 
ciliary powers  for  the  police,  and  heavy  bonds  to  be  given  by  the  licensee,  making  him 
responsible  for  all  people  who  are  made  drunk  on  his  premises.  I  know  there  are  diffi- 
culties in  regard  to  that,  but  it  is  a  ch^ck. 

15161.  Would  you  favour  the  granting  of  licenses  by  the  municipal  authorities  or 
by  a  Board  of  Commissioners? — If  there  was  a  local  option  as  well,  I  think  I  would 
rather  have  the  consent  of  the  parties  of  the  locality  where  the  saloon  is  to  be  placed, 
and  I  would  prefer  then  the  local  authorities.  Before  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  there 
was  local  option,  and  my  brother,  the  Rev.  G.  W.  Hodgson,  thought  that  was  sufficient  if 
there  were  proper  machinery  for  enforcing  it,  which  there  was  not  under  our  local  laws. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

15162.  How  do  you  account  for  the  increase  of  perjury  under  the  Scott  Act  ^ 
Because  there  are  people  who  will  have  liquor,  and  they  simply  will  not  tell  the  truth,  I 
have  seen  and  known  cases.  I  have  heard  the  Magistrate  on  the  bench  state  that  he  knew 
of  cases  were  there  was  perjury.  It  was  evident  to  any  one,  any  reasonable  man  could  see 
that  the  witness  was  perjuring  himself. 

15163.  Do  you  think,  from  your  experience  that  the  same  persons  would  be  likely 
to  perjure  themselves  in  a  civil  case  where  they  had  any  considerable  interest  at  stake? 
— I  think  so  probably,  A  man  who  would  tell  a  lie  would  swear  to  a  lie,  if  he  thought  he 
would  not  be  held.  Here  our  Supreme  Court  holds  that  a  man  who  sold  liquor  is  not  bound 
to  answer  a  question  if  it  would  criminate  himself.  I  believe  it  is  different  in  Ontario;  but 
that  question  was  raised  when  a  Magistrate  committed  a  man  to  jail  for  refusingto  answer. 
He  was  brought  up  on  habeas  corpus,  and  the  Supreme  Court  unanimously  released  the 
man,  and  decided  that  he  could  not  be  compelled  to  answer.  So  the  evidence  was 
practically  to  be  supplied  by  the  man  who  got  the  liquor,  and  that  was  looked  upon  as  dis- 
reputable ;  at  all  events,  there  was  a  good  deal  of  perjury  in  connection  with  the  evidence. 

15164.  Do  you  think  the  Scott  Act  makes  men  commit  perjury,  or  would  they 
commit  perjury  under  some  other  law  if  their  personal  interests  were  at  stake  ?— These 
people  have  very  few  civil  rights  to  contest  before  a  Court.  They  are  generally  people 
who  have  very  little  means  and  not  much  at  stake ;  they  dri(ik  at  places  not  of  very 
good  repute  ;  they  are  sent  to  buy  liquor  and  they  resort  to  all  sorts  of  subterfuges.  It 
is  slipped  into  their  pockets  and  the  money  is  left  on  the  counter ;  and  I  have  known 
where  men  had  tried  to  return  the  money  paid,  so  as  to  be  able  to  swear  they  had  not 
got  it. 

15165.  What  about  the  blackmailers? — They  go  and  say  :  I  have  known  you  have 
been  selling  liquor,  and  if  you  do  not  give  me  money,  I  will  bring  you  before  the  Court 

15166.  Has  it  come  before  the  Court  in  that  way] — No,  but  I  know  of  it 
I  believe  the  best  way  would  be  to  have  prohibition ;  but  unfortunately  it  would  not 
be  possible  to  enforce  it. 

15167.  What  would  be  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  enforcing  it? — In  the  first 
place,  smuggling.  In  this  Island  there  is  scarcely  a  plAce  four  miles  from  a  creek,  and  with 
St.  Pierre,  where  liquor  is  free,  so  near,  there  would  be  a  vast  quantity  of  it  smuggled. 

15168.  Is  there  much  smuggling  now  ? — I  do  not  know,  but  I  dare  say  there  is, 

15169.  Of  liquor  and  other  articles? — Now  they  can  import  it  under  the  law,  and 
so  it  is  not  worth  while  having  a  vessel  seized  for  smuggling  ;  but  if  it  were  prohibited 
altogether,  I  am  afraid  there  would  be  a  vast  amount  of  smuggling. 

Hox.  Edward  J.  Hodgson. 
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15170.  Po  you  think  the  smuggling  is  lessened  now  because  there  is  an  oppor- 
tunity of  legal  importation,  or  because  there  is  a  revenue  law,  and  officials  to  prevent 
smuggling  ? — Of  course  they  have  to  run  the  gauntlet  of  the  revenue  officers,  but  the 
difference  is  not  so  very  great  as  to  make  it  much  of  an  object  to  risk  very  much.  The 
liquors  they  import  are  of  the  lowest  kind,  and  mixing  it  as  they  do  with  drugfe,  makea 
it  not  worth  while  to  embark  very  much  in  smuggling ;  but  if  there  were  prohibition,  I 
think  it  would  be  very  different. 

15171.  You  think  a  prohibitory  law,  well  enforced,  would  be  a  benefit? — I  think 
so,  if  you  could  enforce  it.  I  do  not  believe  liquor  of  itself  is  an  ill.  That  is  only  a 
recrudescence  of  the  old  Manichean  heresy,  but  I  believe  that  the  evils  and  misery  ^nd 
wretchedness  resulting  from  it  would  justify  prohibition,  if  it  could  be  enforced. 

15172.  You  do  not  think  it  could  be  done  ? — I  am  positive  it  could  not  be  done. 

15173.  Do  you  remember  the  license  law  prior  to  the  Scott  Act  in  this  Province  ? 
—Yes. 

15174.  How  did  that  operate  ? — I  had  not  much  experience  of  it. 

15175.  You  do  not  remember  whether  it  restricted  the  sale  or  not  ? — It  was  thirteen 
years  ago,  and  I  had  not  much  business  in  connection  with  it. 

15176.  You  do* not  remember  whether  there  was  much  illicit  sale  at  that  time? — I 
should  not  care  to  express  an  opinion.     It  did  not  come  within  my  observation  at  all. 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

15177.  Is  it  your  judgment,  then,  that  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  has  failed  of 
enforcement  in  the  cities  and  towns  % — Yes.     I  have  a  strong  opinion  on  that. 

15178.  What  is  your  opinion  as  regards  the  rural  districts? — It  has  been  of  great 
benefit. 

15179.  Do  you  attribute  the  laxity  of  enforcement  to  the  lack  of  public  sentiment? 
—Yes. 

15180.  How  do  you  account  for  the  fact  that  the  Act  was  passed  by  400  majority? 
— I  was  one  of  those  most  enthusiastically  in  favour  of  it.  I  spoke  in  favour  of  it.  It 
came  up  shortly  after  Mr.  Banks  Mackenzie,  a  temperance  reformer,  was  here ;  and  it 
was  decided  to  give  it  a  trial.  Then  came  the  appeal  in  the  Fredericton  case,  and  the 
proeecutors  were  afraid  to  go  on,  because  if  the  Act  were  declared  ultra  vires,  all  these 
actions  would  be  upset  and  they  would  be  in  the  wrong. '  Then  it  could  not  be  properly 
enforced. 

15181.  Do  you  think  it  could  be  more  effectually  enforced  in  the  city  if  those 
appeals  had  not  taken  place  to  the  Privy  Council  ? — I  cannot  say,  because  it  was  stopped 
for  two  years.  There  were  two  or  three  elections  afterwards,  when  the  Act  was  con- 
tinued by  a  vote  of  about  17.  A  majority  of  17  was  gained  by  the  temperance  people 
and  the  lowest  kind  of  rumsellers  unitiAg  together. 

15182.  Extremes  met? — Of  course,  when  voting  by  ballot  takes  place,  you  can- 
not say  this  man  or  the  other  has  voted  in  that  way ;  but  any  one  who  hjw  anything  to 
do  with  elections  can  tell  by  districts  and  wards  how  things  are  going,  and  I  am  sure 
that  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  in  1883  was  carried  by  the  extreme  temperance  people 
and  the  most  objectionable  people  who  sold  liquor. 

15183.  Why  should  they  unite  ? — Because  those  sellers  were  afraid  there  would  be  a 
license  law,  under  which  they  would  have  to  pay  $100  or  $200  a  year,  when  they  could 
sell  liquor  for  nothing  under  the  Scott  Act. 

15184.  Did  they  sell  liquor  freely? — Yes.  Sometimes  they  were  prosecuted  and 
sometimes  they  were  fined  and  went  to  jail,  and  then  there  would  be  medical  certificates 
that  their  wives  were  going  to  be  confined,  or  there  was  diphtheria  in  the  family  or  some- 
thing else.  I  was  told  the  Department  of  Justice  found  that  all  the  people  in  delicate 
health  were  sent  to  jail.  Public  opinion  did  not  support  the  authorities.  The  very 
people  who  supported  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  by  their  votes  signed  petitions 
for  the  release  of  those  people. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod  : 

15185.  Did  the  petitions  succeed? — Sometimes  they  did  and  sometimes  th  e  is 
not. 
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By  Mr.  Cla/rke  : 

15186.  Was  a  more  depraved  class  selling  liquor  under  the  Canada  Temperance 
Act  than  under  the  License  Act  ? — Far  more.  They  woald  get  a  gallon  of  whisky  and 
sell  it  on  a  market  day,  and  when  it  was  exhausted  they  would  get  another.  I  remember 
a  person  who  was  employed  to  go  through  the  town  to  get  signatures  to  ask  to  have  a 
now  election,  which  required  the  signatures  of  one-third  of  the  community,  (he  was 
acting  under  my  direction  as  Notary  Public,)  told  me  that  he  saw  places  where  liquor 
was  sold  numbering  something  like  146  in  Charlotte  town,  where  there  was  supposed  to 
be  no  liquor  sold  at  all.     That  was  under  the  Canada  Temperance  Act. 

15187.  Can  you  state  wliether  during  the  license  period  there  were  146  licensed 
and  unlicensed  places? — That  is  13  years  ago,  and  I  was  not  brought  into  contact  with 
them. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod: 

15188.  Do  you  beliere  there  were  146  places? — Yes  ;  he  had  no  reason  for  mislead- 
ing me. 

15189.  You  had  no  knowledge  yourself? — No  ;  but  he  had  no  object  in  misleading 
me. 

By  Mr*  Clarke  : 

15190.  Did  the  last  vote  by  which  the  Act  was  repealed  carry,  notwithstanding  the 
efforts  of  these  low  people  to  retain  it  on  the  Statute  Book  ? — Yes.  I  think  the  common 
sense  of  the  town  saw  that  soioething  must  be  done,  and  I  think  it  was  carried  by  the 
people  having  it  forced  home  to  them  that  things  were  in  a  deplorable  state,  thatdrik- 
ing  was  increasing  and  perjury  and  lawlessness.  The  respectable  portion  of  the  com- 
mtinity  repealed  the  Act,  and  against  them  there  were  the  extreme  temperance  people 
and  the  most  objectionable  people,  who  sold  liquor  without  license. 

15191.  In  what  degree  was  the  repeal  of  the  Act  due  to  the  apathy  of  the  friends 
of  good  order  and  good  government  abstaining  from  the  polls  altogether  ? — I  do  not 
know  that  there  was  any  abstaining.  I  think  they  exerted  themselves  to  the  utmost. 
Nearly  every  clergyman  was  engaged  as  an  electioneering  agent,  taking  people  to  the 
polls.  They  got  a  distinguished  gentleman  from  Ontario  to  address  meetings  here.  I 
do  not  think  there  was  any  apathy.  I  remember  going  round  the  streets  here,  and 
during  the  most  hotly  contested  Dominion  and  Provincial  elections  I  never  saw  so  much 
energy  or  enthusiasm.  I  cannot  speak  of  individuals  as  A,  B,  C,  or  D,  but  I  say, 
knowing  the  wards  and  districts,  that  that  is  the  case. 

15192.  You  think  the  repeal  of  the  Act  was  brought  about  by  the  sober,  settled 
conviction  of  the  majority  of  the  people  of  Charlotte  town,  who  had  given  the  matter 
consideration,  and  looked  with  feelings  of  regret  on  the  condition  of  things  created  hy 
the  Act  ? — That  is  my  opinion. 

15193.  As  to  its  enforcement  here  :  has  any  effort  been  made  by  the  temperance 
people  to  secure  from  the  Legislature  the  necessary  measures  to  compel  the  corporation 
of  this  city  and  the  Councils  of  counties  to  employ  officers  to  enforce  the  Act  ?— I  think 
the  Provincial  Government  has  appointed  an  Inspector  for  Queen's  County,  who  seems 
to  be  a  man  who  does  his  business  efficiently  and  well,  as  far  as  I  have  seen.  He  seems 
to  be  a  man  who  is  desirous  of  doing  what  is  right  in  enforcing  the  law,  but  I  do  not 
know  about  the  other  counties. 

15194.  In  this  city  ?— I  have  not  seen  the  statute,  but  I  understand  that  it  is  left 
to  the  City  Council  to  enforce  it. 

15195.  The  evidence  of  His  Worship  the  Mayor  this  morning  was  that  the  Council 
.of  its   own  volition  some  tijne  ago  did  appoint  an  Inspector,  and   he  served  very 

"*Viently  for  some  time,  but  he  was  dismissed  because  the  liquor  sellers  were  in  the 
-^^t.     Was  any  course  taken  to  get  the  Legislature  to  appoint  an  Inspector  \— 
kWomen's  Christian  Temperance  Union  took  up  the  prosecutions,  and 
tions,  they  did  the  best  they  could,  but  I  do  not  think  it  was  very 


"^»44ons,  they 


so  it  Si  iifi^  derelict  in  their  duty  ? — Not  that  I  know  of. 

altogeti*  DGSON. 
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15197.  Were  any  complaints  made  by  the  Women*s  Christian  Temperance  Union, 
or  any  other  bodies  of  citizens  that  the  police  were  derelict  in  enforcing  the  law  after 
the  dismissal  of  this  official  1 — I  used  to  hear  complaints,  and  I  know  the  Women's 
Temperance  Union  expended  a  good  deal  of  money,  which  they  wanted  to  get  back 
again.  They  got  at  loggerheads  with  the  City  Council.  They  accused  the  Council  of 
keeping  money  belonging  to  them,  and  the  relations  were  strained  between  the  ladies 
and  the  Council.  I  think  the  officers  were  always  taunted.  It  was  very  difficult  to  get  a 
conviction,  and  the  Magistrate  would  not  allow  a  prosecution  unless  it  was  probable  a 
conviction  would  be  obtained.  Those  ladies  thought  because  a  man  was  known  to  sell 
liquor,  he  could  always  be  proved  to  have  sold  it. 

15198.  So  notwithstanding  the  efforts  to  enforce  the  law,  it  was  a  failure  ? — A  per- 
fect and  complete  failure. 

15199.  And  because  of  that,  it  was  repealed? — I  think  it  was  the  honest,  con- 
scientious, thoughtful  view  of  the  community  that  it  should  be  repealed. 

15200.  Failing  national  prohibition,  what  would  be  the  best  regulation,  in  your 
judgment,  for  cities  such  as  this  1 — In  the  rural  districts  I  am  satisfied  with  the  present 
law,  and  if  that  were  not  enforced,  I  would  have  in  the  towns  local  option.  In  the 
cities  I  think  high  license  would  be  desirable,  with  very  stringent  powers  given  to  the 
police,  and  heavy  bonds  given  by  the  liquor  dealers,  making  them  responsible  in  damages 
for  injury  to  persons  in  getting  drunk.  If  a  man  was  intoxicated  and  broke  a  leg,  or 
committed  a  grievous  assault,  I  would  try  the  liquor  dealer  as  an  accessory  before  the 
fact,  and  he  should  give  heavy  bonds  for  payment  of  fine,  and  on  the  third  conviction 
I  would  cancel  the  license  alto<;ether. 

15201.  Do  you  think  there  should  be  a  rigid  inspection  of  liquors  in  connection 
"with  high  license  ? — Yes,  and  I  think  that  is  the  great  defect  in  the  present  license  law. 
It  allows  a  man  to  sell  the  vilest  decoctions. 

15202.  From  what  you  know  of  public  opinion  in  this  city,  do  you  think  the  pro- 
vinces of  the  Dominion  are  ripe  for  national  prohibition  ? — No.  I  am  positive  they  are 
not.  I  am  positive  such  a  law  could  not  be  enforced.  While  the  Canada  Temperance 
Act  was  in  force  there  were  scjme  men  selling  liquor  who  were  very  objectionable  people 
having  no  accommodation,  and  people  who  would  not  be  permitted  to  do  it  under  a 
license  system ;  but  when  they  were  attacked  every  one  in  the  business  felt  them- 
selves attacked  too,  and  they  were  all  banded  together,  and  these  men  were  supported 
openly  or  secretly  by  therti.  If  there  were  licenses  issued  these  objectionable  people 
would  be  dropped  off  and  not  supported  by  any  one. 

15203.  Do  you  know  of  any  persons  under  a  license  law  aiding  and  abetting 
xinlicensed  dealers  1 — I  never  heard  of  such  a  thing  being  done. 

15204.  Selling  liquor  to  enter  into  competition  with  themselves? — No.  It  is  very 
unlikely. 

15205.  Do  you  know  of  any  country  where  total  prohibition  is  the  law? — No, 
except  in  Maine. 

15206.  As  I  understand  the  law,  any  citizen  in  Maine  can  bring  in  liquors  for  his 
-own  consumption  if  he  desires,  and  agents  sell  on  Doctor's  certificates  1 — I  do  not  know. 
One  cause  of  dissatisfaction  with  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  was,  that  people  who  were 
better  off  could  import  liquor  from  abroad,  and  have  as  much  as  they  liked,  whereas  a 
poor  person  who  made  quite  as  good  use  of  it  no  doubt  could  not  get  it,  and  that  created 
a  great  deal  of  dissatisfaction. 

15207.  It  was  class  legislation? — Yes. 

15208.  Bed  room  and  home  drinking  increased  ? — To  an  inordinate  degree.  Before 
the  Canada  Temperance  Act  there  was  nothing  of  the  kind,  and  I  attribute  that  to  the 
Scott  Act. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod: 

15209.  Did  the  appeals  and  delays  discourage  the  people  interested  in  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  law  ? — The  only  appeal  I  referred  to,  was  the  appeal  in  the  case  of  the 
Mayor  of  Fredericton.  The  only  appeals  here  are  to  the  Supreme  Court,  and  there  is 
no  delay  there. 
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15210.  But  that  appeal  from  Fredericton  had  something  to  do  with  Charlottetownl 
— Yes.  My  brother  was  the  leading  man  in  the  Dominion  Temperance  Alliance,  and 
writs  went  out  in  his  name  ;  and  I  pointed  out  to  him  that  if  that  Act  was  held  to  be 
ultra  vires,  he  and  the  Magistrate  would  get  into  serious  trouble. 

15211.  Did  that  have  a  serious  effect  on  the  prosecutions? — Certainly. 

15212.  And  how  long  did  it  last  1 — About  a  year. 

15213.  Did  the  law  ever  really  recover  from  the  shock  it  received  by  reason  of  that 
delay  ? — I  believe  that  public  opinion  never  did  carry  out  the  working  of  the  Canada 
Temperance  Act.  '  A  series  of  meetings  would  be  held,  and  there  would  be  a  spurt  and 
houses  would  be  closed  up,  and  two  or  three  weeks  afterwards  the  state  of  affairs  would 
be  the  same  as  ever. 

15214.  If  the  City  Council  had  been  differently  constituted,  do  you  think  the  law 
would  have  been  better  enforced  1 — No.  The  Council  elected  by  the  people  fairly  repre- 
sented the  people. 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

15215.  Are  they  elected  by  ballot  ? — No.     By  open  voting. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

15216.  Did  the  City  Council  represent  fairly  the  people  of  Charlottetown  ?— It 
represented  all  those  who  chose  to  take  an  interest. 

15217.  Does  the  Mayor  fairly  represent  the  people? — He  is  a  very  distinguished 
citizen.  He  has  held  high  office  in  the  Senate,  he  was  the  representative  of  the  Queen's 
Majesty  in  this  Province  as  Lieut. -Governor,  he  has  been  Attorney  General,  Solicitor 
General,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Member  of  the  Legislative  Council,  and  has 
had  a  long  and  varied  experience,  and  is  perhaps  one  of  the  most  distinguished  men  in 
this  Province,  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  Mr.  Haviland  represents  all  the  electors.  He 
is  a  man  of  very  high  position  and  standing.  Many  representatives  may  be  elected, 
and  you  cannot  hold  the  electors  responsible  for  every  one  of  their  viewsL 

15218.  Did  the  election  of  the  Mayor  express  the  feelings  of  the  citizens  on  the 
temperance  question,  or  did  the  election  of  the  Council  express  their  feelings,  or  did 
neither  of  those  elections  express  their  opinion  ? — I  do  not  know  that  I  can  answer  that 
question.     I  am  not  aware  that  the  election  was  ever  run  upjn  temperance  issues. 

15219.  Do  you  mean  the  election  of  Mayor? — Of  course  a  person  like  Mr.  Havfl- 
and  would  find  very  few  people  to  come  out  and  oppose  him.  The  people  would  be  glad 
to  have  him  as  Mayor.     He  has  only  the  casting  vote  when  the  CouncU  is  divided. 

15220.  I  was  asking  whether  public  sentiment  was  expressed  in  the  election  of  the 
Mayor,  who  is  favourable  to  the  enforcement  of  the  law,  or  the  Councillors,  many  of 
whom  were  opposed  to  it  ? — There  are  many  side  issues  in  elections,  whether  this  street 
is  to  be  macadamized  or  whether  sidewalks  are  to  be  constructed  and  so  on. 

15221.  Do  you  think  that  these  side  issues  covered  up  the  main  issue,  and  that  the 
vote  did  not  express  the  opinion  of  the  municipality  ? — Personal  popularity  has  a  great 
deal  to  do  with  it.  A  man  who  will  shake  hands  with  every  one  and  kiss  the  babies, 
and  chuck  them  under  the  chin  has  a  great  chance.  In  ward  No.  2  the  late  Hunter 
Connolly,  Agent  of  the  Merchant's  Bank  of  Halifax,  who  did  an  enormous  business,  was 
defeated  over  and  over  again  by  a  young  man  who  was  employed  in  the  establishment, 
but  who  was  a  skilful  canvasser. 

15222.  Do  you  mean  the  Mayor  is  a  skilful  canvasser? — No.  I  never  knew  of  his 
canvassing  at  all.  In  the  Scott  Act  contest  I  worked  and  spoke  against  the  Scott  Act 
as  doing  a  vast  amount  of  harm,  and  yet  I  was  the  first  to  vote  for  Mr.  Haviland,  and 
induced  every  one  I  could  to  do  so. 

15223.  We  understood  from  him  that  all  those  in  the  illicit  liquor  trade,  and  those 
in  sympathy  with  them  were  opposed  to  him,  and  that  he  always  ran  his  elections  as  an 
avowed  supporter  of  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  ? — Mr.  Haviland  was  a  man  of  position 
and  was  very  popular  in  Chariot tetown,  and  the  Mayor  has  no  power  to  do  anything  in 
regard  to  the  Canada  Temperance  Act. 

Hon.  Edward  J.  Hodgson. 
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15224.  The  City  Council  have  nothing  to  do  with  it,  except  as  they  appoint  officials? 
— That  is  all.  Some  of  the  Councillors  went  to  jail  themselves  for  selling  without  a 
license,  but  they  were  elected  all  the  same.  The  elections  were  never  run  on  the  question 
of  temperance. 

15225.  But  those  men  who  went  to  jail  represented  Charlottetown,  or  some  section 
of  Charlottetown  ? — Some  section,  some  ward. 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

15226.  The  Mayor  by  his  election  represents  all  sections  1 — ^Yes.  Every  one  in  the 
ward  can  vote  as  many  times  for  Mayor  as  he  has  votes  in  the  city.  I  have  votes  in 
five  wards  and  would  give  five  votes  for  Mr.  Haviland. 

15227.  Do  you  know  if  the  liquor  men  tried  to  defeat  Mr.  Haviland  because  he 
was  known  to  be  an  opponent  ? — He  is  known  to  be  an  opponent,  but  I  do  not  know  if 
they  united  to  defeat  him.  Many  who  thought  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  was  a  well 
meant  effort,  but  had  failed,  voted  for  him.  I  have  mentioned  my  own  case,  and  there 
were  ten  or  twelve  of  my  clerks  who  voted  for  him ;  although  we  entirely  disapproved  of 
the  Canada  Temperance  Act,  we  voted  for  Mr.  Haviland  notwithstanding. 

By  Mr,  GigatUt  : 

15228.  As  a  Judge  would  you  say  that  the  open,  continuous  and  flagrant  violation 
of  the  law  leads  to  a  perversion  of  the  moral  sense  of  the  people  ? — Yes,  of  that  I  am 
quite  sure ;  and  it  is  for  that  reason  I  know  the  evils  of  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  are 
very  far-reaching,  and  we  have  not  seen  the  end  of  them  yet.  I  have  seen,  unfor- 
tunately, a  weakened  sense  of  respect  for  the  law,  and  I  have  been  very  sorry  indeed  to 
see  it. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod  : 

15229.  Do  you  believe  a  law  for  the  restriction  and  prohibition  of  an  evil  has  any 
eflPect  in  creating  and  strengthening  public  sentiment  against  that  evil  ? — It  ought  to 
have. 

15230.  Does  it  not  have,  from  your  own  observation? — Of  course,  every  law-abiding 
citizen  thinks  the  law  should  be  upheld,  no  matter  what  his  views  in  regard  to  it  may 
be.  But  there  is  another  class,  and  especially  the  young,  who  do  not  hold  that  view. 
Take  a  child,  and  tell  it  not  to  do  anything,  and  it  will  forthwith  endeavour  to  do  the 
act.  Young  men  are  grown-up  children.  The  very  idea  of  defying  the  law  ^eems  to 
give  a  zest  to  the  action. 

15231.  You  say  the  liquor  trafiic  is  an  evil? — Yes.  I  have  noticed  further  than 
that,  even  from  my  earliest  childhood,  that  those  who  have  had  to  do  with  the  liquor 
traffic  almost  always  seem  to  have  ended  in  poverty.  It  seems  as  if  the  curse  of 
God  was  on  the  trade. 

15232.  You  hold  strongly  that  it  is  an  evil.  Is  it  better  under  those  cir- 
cumstances to  remove  the  law  that  restricts  and  in  any  degree  prohibits,  and  go  for 
abolition  ? — In  the  first  place,  how  is  this  to  be  done  ?  The  laws  restricting  the  sale  of 
liquor  are  prohibitory  so  far  as  they  go.  If  I  say  there  shall  only  be  four  places  in 
Charlottetown  where  liquors  are  to  be  sold,  there  is  a  prohibition  except  as  regards  those 
four  places.  Now,  if  I  surround  those  four  places  with  every  safeguard,  which  experience 
shows  me  can  be  used  to  mitigate  the  evil,  that  course  is  better  than  simply  attempting 
to  abolbh  them  altogether,  well  knowing,  as  I  do  from  my  experience,  that  the  attempted 
abolition  must  prove  a  failure. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

15233.  Do  you  consider  that  the  moderate  use  of  liquor  in  itself  is  an  evil  1 — I  do 
not  think  that  liquor  in  itself  is  wrong,  is  an  evil  or  bad.  I  think,  if  it  were  possible 
to  have  prohibition,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  every  one  to  give  up  what  would  be 
harmful  to  them. 

15234.  Would  that  not  be  practicable? — ^Yes,  by  a  stringent  law. 
21—60 
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By  Judge  McDonald  : 

15235.  You  have  been  asked  whether  there  is  any  country  under  prohibition,  and 
you  have  mentioned  one  in  the  world.  It  has  been  explained  before  the  Commission 
that  under  the  Canada  Temperance  Act,  and  under  the  Maine  law,  a  person  can  pur- 
chase liquor  in  Boston,  Montreal,  or  elsewhere,  and  bring  it  in,  so  long  as  it  is  for  his 
own  use  and  not  for  sale.  So  that  is  not  prohibition.  We  have  been  told  by  a  gentle- 
man who  has  made  the  subject  a  special  study,  that  the  only  country  in  the  world 
where  there  is  tota,l  prohibition  is  the  Fiji  Islands? — Yes,  or  Turkey,  where  it  is  against 
the  law  of  the  Koran. 

15236.  That  brings  up  another  question.  Evidence  has  been  adduced  as  to  the 
use  of  fermented  wine  by  religious  bodies  for  sacramental  purposes,  and  as  to  its  pro- 
hibition for  such  purposes.  In  any  remarks  you  have  made,  you  have  not  judged  the 
question  from  that  point  of  view  ?— In  that  point  of  view  it  would  be  the  duty  of  every 
person  to  violate  a  law  of   that  sort. 

15237.  That  is,  a  law  that  prohibits? — Yes,  because  wine  has  to  be  used  at  the 
Holy  Eucharist.  To  prohibit  it  is  simply  to  prohibit  the  Christian  religion.  Every 
man  is  bound  by  a  higher  law  than  that  of  any  Parliament,  to  violate  that  law  in 
any  country.  That  is  not  a  question  of  opinion  ;  it  is  a  matter  that  goes  deeper  than 
any  opinion  ;  it  is  the  law  of  God,  which  no  Legislature  has  power  whatever  to  question. 
In  speaking  of  total  prohibition,  I  have  done  so  simply  as  regards  the  use  of  liquors  for 
beverage  purposes.  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  say  that,  in  the  celebration  of  the  Holy 
Eucharist,  wine  should  be  prohibited,  for  such  would  be  to  strike  a  blow  at  the  law  erf 
God.  The  idea  of  unfermented  wine  is  a  contradiction  of  terms.  There  is  no  such 
thing. 

15238.  Referring  to  the  difficulties  about  smuggling  and  matters  of  a  cognate  char- 
acter, you  spoke  of  how  adulteration  is  carried  on.  Do  you  think  there  might  be 
difficulty,  in  the  event  of  total  prohibition,  from  illicit  stills  being  opened  up  and  manu- 
facturing spirits  ? — I  think  they  are  very  easily  detected.  There  have  been  one  or  two 
in  the  eastern  part  of  the  island.  They  continue  for  a  time,  but  they  are  soon 
detected. 

15239.  So  you  think  that  need  not  be  considered  as  involving  a  practical  difficulty  ? 
— No,  that  difficulty  does  not  amount  to  much.  When  the  ship  **  Phcenix  "  was  cast 
ashore,  some  enterprising  individual  got  the  copper  coil  out  of  the  water  closet  and 
made  a  still,  and  brewed  whisky  for  awhile.  I  was  agent  for  the  Minister  of  Justice 
for  twelve  years,  and  during  that  time  we  had  only  two  instances  of  illicit  stills  being 
in  operation. 

15240.  So  you  do  not  apprehend  that  to  be  a  difficulty  ? — No  ;  I  remember  a  case 
where  a  man  desired  to  violate  the  law  in  this  respect,  but  found  it  was  not  worth  his 
while. 


H.  M.  DAVISON,  Treasurer  and  City  Clerk,  of  Charlottetown,  on  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  as  follows : — 

By  Jvdge  McDonald : 

15241.  I  understand  you  are  City  Clerk  and  also  Treasurer  of  this  City  ?— There  is 
only  officially  a  Treasurer  and  City  Clerk. 

15242.  You  till  that  office?— Yes. 

15243.  How  long  have  you  held  that  position  ?— Since  December,  1890,  not  quit© 
two  years. 

15244.  Are  returns  made  to  you  of  the  fines  collected  ?— No,  to  the  Clerk  of  Uie 
City  Court. 

15245.  Do  you  not  receive  them  ? — He  takes  them,  and  at  the  end  of  the  month  I 
get  his  deposit  receipts. 

Hon.  Edward  J.  Hodgson. 
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15246.  You  do  not  know  what  they  are? — Not  except  the  total  amount  at  the  end 
of  each  month. 

15247.  Do  all  the  amounts  that  come  in  from  the  court  go  into  the  common  city 
funds,  or  has  a  separate  account  been  kept  of  the  Scott  Act  fines  ? — Yes,  they  are  entered 
in  different  books,  but  not  in  my  books. 

15248.  So  far  as  the  City  Treasury  is  concerned  there  is  no  particular  record  of 
Scott  Act  fines  ? — No. 

1 2249.  You  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  from  your  books  the  amount  of  such 
fines  1 — No. 

15250.  All  those  go  into  the  general  return  of  fines  for  city  purposes? — Yes. 

15251.  Have  you  any  documents  in  your  possession  which  would  show  how  many 
licenses  were  issueil  at  the  time  the  old  license  law  was  in  force  ? — I  tried  to  fihd  out 
from  the  books  to-day,  but  I  could  not  ascertain  the  number ;  that  was  many  years  ago, 
and  the  books  appear  to  be  mislaid  and  not  in  my  possession. 

15252.  Have  you  any  duties  cast  on  you  in  connection  with  the  new  police  regula- 
tions respecting  the  sale  of  liquor? — No,  none  whatever. 

15253.  Was  the  Scott  Act  in  force  when  you  first  came  into  office  ? — No. 

Bt/  Mr,  Gigault : 

15254.  Did  the  Mayor  instruct  you  to  furnish  the  Commission  with  printed  reports  ? 
— I  have  the  reports  in  question  from  1885,  and  we  could  not  obtain  copies  earlier.  I 
have  not  seen  any  city  reports  prior  to  1880. 

15255.  Can  you  give  the  total  amount  of  fines  collected  by  the  city? — I  cannot 
give  you  the  amount  exactly. 

15256.  Can  you  give  a  statement  showing  the  amount  received  year  by  year? — I 
can  get  it  from  Mr.  Palmer. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

15257.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  during  your 
residence  in  Charlottetown  ? — Very  little.  ^ 

15258.  What  do  you  know  about  it  ? — It  was  in  force. 

15259.  Was  it  observed  generally,  or  was  any  sale  going  on  under  it? — There  were 
some  sales,  because  lots  of  people  were  fined  for  selling. 

15260.  Was  there  a  larger  number  of  places  selling  illicitly  when  the  Scott  Act 
was  in  force  than  when  the  city  was  under  a  license  law  previously  ? — I  could  not  tell 
you  ;  I  do  not  remember  the  old  license  law. 

15261.  I  thought  from  your  position  as  City  Clerk  you  might  know  from  the 
records  about  this  matter  ? — No.  I  was  not  in  the  town  when  the  license  law  was  in 
force.     I  came  here  a  short  time  before  the  Scott  Act  came  into  force. 

15262.  What  has  been  the  condition  of  things  since  the  Scott  Act  was  repealed? 
Has  it  been  better  or  worse  since  free  sale  was  permitted  ? — It  is  difficult  to  say.  Some 
people  say  it  is  a  little  worse,  and  some  people  say  it  is  not  worse. 

15263.  What  do  you  say  ? — I  could  pot  tell  you  ;  I  do  not  see  any  more  liquor  sold. 
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CHARLES  CAMERON,  City  Marshal,  of  Charlottetown,  on  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  as  follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

15264.  How  long  have  you  held  your  present  office  ? — A  little  over  two  years. 

15265.  Was  the  Scott  Act  in  force  when  you  came  into  office,  or  had  it  be«i 
repealed  ? — I  think  it  remained  in  force  for  a  short  lime  after,  only  a  few  months. 

15266.  Had  you  any  prosecutions  under  it  ? — I  could  not  answer  that  question. 

15267.  If  the  law  was  in  force  during  your  term  of  office,  did  you  do  all  you  could 
under  it  to  secure  its  enforcement  ? — I  did. 

15268.  Had  you  reason  at  that  time  to  believe  there  were  people  engaged  in  the 
illicit  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  this  city  ? — Certainly.  I  am  not  too  bold  when  I 
say  I  was  on  the  force  at  the  time,  for  I  took  charge  on  13th  January,  1^90.  I  forget 
the  time  of  the  year  when  the  Scott  Act  was  repealed. 

15269.  You  have  said  that  if  the  Scott  Act  was  not  repealed,  you  did  what  you 
could  to  have  it  enforced  ? — I  did  my  duty. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

15270.  When  was  the  Scott  Act  repealed  1 — I  believe  it  was  repealed  in  February, 
1891. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

15271.  During  that  time  you  did  wljat  you  cpuld  to  have  it  enforced  % — I  did 

15272.  You  had  reason  to  believe,  you  say,  that  the  sale  of  liquor  was  going  on  in 
the  city  ? — Yes.     I  have  good  reason  for  saying  so. 

15273.  Was  it  difficult  to  detect  the  places? — Yes,  it  was  pretty  difficult 

15274.  Do  you  remember  when  the  free  sale  of  liquor  came  into  force  ?— Yes. 

15275.  Did 'many  places  open  for  business? — I  do  not  think  the  number  decreased. 
^       15276.  Do  you  think  the  same  people  kept  on  selling? — About  the  same  people. 

15277.  There  is,  however,  a  law  that  has  been  in  force  six  weeks  whereby  certain 
police  regulations  are  placed  on  those  who  sell  liquor  ? — Yes. 

15278.  Has  it  been  your  duty  to  see  that  these  regulations  are  carried  out;  th^tis 
to  say,  to  the  reasonable  extent  of  your  power? — Yes. 

15279.  Do  you  think  you  have  done  so  with  success? — I  do! 

15280.  Do  you  think  it  has  had  the  effect  of  diminishing  the  number  of  places 
where  liquor  is  sold  ? — That  regulation  as  regards  the  sale  of  liquor  has  done  away  with 
certain  places  which  formerly  sold  it ;  that  is  to  say,  in  the  back  parts  of  houses.  They 
have  now  to  come  to  the  front,  and  it  has  done  away  with  a  certain  number  of  back 
places  where  they  sold  behind  grocers'  shops.  The  law  has  had  the  effect  of  doing  away 
with  them. 

15281.  Do  you  think  the  total  number  of  places  where  sales  take  place  is  less  I— 
Yes,  it  is  less. 

15282.  Have  you  ever  had  any  opportunity  of  forming  an  opinion  as  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  liquor  sold  in  those  places  :  as  to  whether  it  is  pure  or  adulterated  ?— No. 

15283.  Have  you  ever  noticed  the  effects  of  liquor  on  people  who  have  been  ad- 
dicted to  drink,  as  to  whether  they  become  merely  drunk,  or  become  paralyzed  ?— They 
appear  to  be  stupid,  quite  a  number  of  them. 

15284.  Do  you  have  the  assistance  of  the  police  officers  in  carrying  out  the  law!— 
Yes. 

15285.  From  your  experience  are  there  any  suggestions  you  could  make  to  the 
Commission  as  to  improvements  in  the  Scott  Act,  in  order  to  make  it  more  workable  f 
Do  you  recollect  about  it  ? — Yes ;  I  recollect  all  about  it. 

15286.  I  now  refer  to  any  difficulties  you  found  in  the  way,  and  as  to  whether  you 
can  make  any  suggestions  with  a  view  to  those  difficulties  being  removed  ?— We  fbnnd 
a  good  many  difficulties  in  doing  our  duty.  We  had  no  power  to  break  into  premises. 
If  we  had  had  the  power  to  burst  in,  we  could  have  got  along  more  efficiently. 

Charles  Camekon. 
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15287.  You  mean,  to  make  a  search? — Yes. 

15288.  Have  you  any  other  amendment  you  can  suggest? — I  do  not  know  of  any. 

15289.  Do  you  think  that  a  police  force,  constituted  as  yours  is,  can  carry  out  the 
law  and  see  that  it  is  enforced ;  or  would  it  be  necessary  to  have  special  officers  for  the 
purpose  1 — It  could  be  carried  out  as  well  by  special  officers. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  ; 

15290.  Do  you  think  special  officers  should  be  appointed  to  carry  out  the  Scott 
Act  1 — A  special  officer  could  not  do  it  any  better  than  any  other  man,  if  he  tried  to 
do,  and  was  urged  to  do  his  duty. 

15291.  You  say  you  tried  to  do  your  duty  all  the  time,  and  you  were  Marshal 
when  the  Act  was  in  force.  Did  you  have  any  obstacles  thrown  in  your  way  by  the 
Mayor  or  by  members  of  the  Council,  to  prevent  the  enforcement  of  the  Act? — I  had 
no  obstacles  thrown  in  my  way. 

15292.  Were  you  afraid  to  do  your  duty  because  of  the  personnel  of  the  Council  ? — 
The  Council  was  composed  of  two  sides,  one  the  temperance  body  and  the  other  the 
opposition ;  and  when  the  opposition  was  in  power  the  officers  always  governed  them- 
selves accordingly,  and  when  the  temperance  party  was  in  power  they  likewise  governed 
themselves  accordingly. 

15293.  How  long  have  you  been  a  resident  of  Charlottetown  ? — Twenty  years. 

15294.  In  what  calling  or  profession  were  you  engaged  before  you  were  appointed 
City  Marshal?  —I  was  driver  of  the  inland  mail. 

15295.  Through  different  parts  of  the  island  ?  — From  here  to  Baddeck. 

15296.  What  counties  did  you  pass  through  ? — Queen's  and  Prince. 

15297.  Is  the  Scott  Act  in  force  in  both  of  thjse  counties? — It  was  not  then.  I 
have  been  here  20  years. 

1 5298.  What  were  you  doing  in  Charlottetown  before  you  were  appointed  Chief 
Marshal  ? — I  was  on  the  force. 

15299.  You  had  experience  on  the  force  before  the  Scott  Act  came  into  operation? 
—  Yes.  * 

15300.  Did  the  Scott  Act  decrease  drunkenness  as  compared  with  the  License 
Law,  which  obtained  previously  ? — It  did  among  a  certain  class  of  people,  and  among 
another  class  it  did  not. 

15301.  On  the  whole  was  there  any  marked  decrease  in  drunkenness? — Yes. 

1 5302.  And  amongst  what  class  was  that  decrease  the  more  marked  ? — Among  the 
better  living  class  of  people,  who  would  not  go  into  a  house  on  account  of  the  danger  of 
being  subpoenaed  before  a  police  court  as  a  witness,  and  were  obliged  to  keep  out  of  the 
way. 

15303.  Where  did  they  get  their  liquor  to  sell? — I  do  not  know  if  they  got  it  at 
all ;  if  so,  they  got  it  from  outside. 

15304.  Did  drunkenness  increase  during  the  period  of  the  Scott  Act? — I  could  not 
say. 

15305.  Did  it  come  to  your  notice  that  drinking  in  offices  and  bedrooms  increased 
after  the  Scott  Act  came  into  force  ? — I  have  no  doubt  it  did,  but  I  could  not  answer 
the  question. 

15306.  Was  liquor  sold  in  the  grocery  stores  during  the  time  the  Scott  Act  was 
the  law  ?— Yes. 

15307.  It  was  sold  secretly,  I  suppose? — It  was  supposed  to  be  sold  on  a  doctor's 
certificate. 

15308.  Do.  you  mean  sold  on  a  doctor's  certificate  in  a  grocery  store  ? — Yes.  Pro- 
bably they  might  have  sold  some  liquor  without  the  certificate.  I  think  a  couple  of 
them  were  fined  for  selling. 

15309.  Do  you  remember  the  time  the  police  force  was  increased  to  17  men? 
—I  do. 

15310.  What  was  the  cause  of  the  increase  ? — The  cause  was  this  :  there  were  a  lot 
of  ships  in  the  harbour,  and  the  sailors  were  very  plentiful  and  very  disorderly  on  the 
streets,  and  liquor  was  being  sold  to  a  very  great  extent.  The  force  before  that  consisted 
only  of  8  men,  and  it  was  increased  to  16. 
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^hen  there  were  special  circupastances  that  necessitated  an  increase  of  the 

JVlien  these  circumstances  disappeared,  was  the  force  reduced? — Yes. 
las  the  Scott  Act  had  anything  to  do  with  the  reduction  of  the  force :  I 
tt  Act  being  made  the  law  here  1 — I  do  not  know  that  it  has. 
f  ou  required  as  many  men  during  the  Scott  Act  period  as  previously  I— 
ivas  so  small  before  that  it  could  not  stand  much  rexiuction.    It  only 
ee  policemen  and  myself  on  duty  at  one  time.     It  could  not  be  reduced 

lave  you  not  had  an  opportunity  of  being  able  to  form  an  opinion  as  to 
law — this  law  that  has  been  placed  by  the  Legislature  upon  the  statute- 
I  regulations  under  which  liquor  shall  be  sold — will  operate  ? — It  is  working 

las  it  decreased  drunkenness  1 — It  is  steadily  falling  oflF.  The  places  close 
ay  at  six  o'clock,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  trouble  about  it  so  far  as  I  can 
course,  that  makes  a  very  great  difference. 

't  makes  your  duty  easier  as  a  police  officer  ? — Yes.     The  places  close  very 
urday  now.     On  other  nights  of  the  week  they  close  at  ton  o'clock. 
►Vould  a  license  law,  with  equally  severe  restrictions,  be  an  improvement  on 
? — I  do  not  think  that  it  would  make  much  difference. 
^LTe  there  more  places  selling  now  than  there  were  under  the  Scott  Act  ?— I 
rere  more  under  the  Scott  Act. 

Then,  so  far  it  has  been  an  improvement  on  the  Scott  Act,  as  it  has  reduced 
3f  places  where  liquor  is  sold  ? — Under  the  Scott  Act  there  were  a  lower 
e  selling.  A  lower  class  of  people  went  into  the  business,  for  a  man  who 
ould  not  risk  very  much.  The  others  who  had  no  money  would  be  doing 
I,  while  he  would  be  doing  very  little.  At  the  time  the  Scott  Act  was  in 
m  was  run  out  and  put  into  jail,  his  wife  took  charge,  and  if  she  was 
he  son  took  charge,  and  then  the  servant,  and  it  went  right  down  in 
iree  or  fotir  of  them  would  be  running  the  house  one  after  another, 
^nd  I  suppose  they  resorted  to  all  kinds  of  evasion  ? — Yes. 
There  is  not  that  difficulty  now  ? — No.  The  bar  is  open  and  the  store  faces 
The  rich  and  the  poor  sell  alike  now. 

JTou  think  the  number  of  places  has  decreased,  and  drunkenness  has 
I  think  so. 

Jtidge  McDonald : 

You  say  that  the  effect  of  the  Scott  Act  coming  into  force  after  the  License 
urease  of  drinking  among  one  class  and  an  increase  among  another.  You  have 
I  the  decrease  was  ;  where  was  the  increase  ? — The  way  the  increase  came 
is  :  We  have  an  average  of  perhaps  from  20  to  30  lads  who  will  go  any- 
it  a  quarter's  worth  of  whisky.  One  of  them  would  do  this  ;  and  he  would 
following  day  and  tell  the  bar-tender  that  he  wanted  another  quarter's 
did  not  offer  any  money  in  payment,  but  the  bar-tender  had  to  give  it  to 
lad  would  tell  him  if  he  did  not  give  it  to  him  he  would  have  him  in  jail. 
IS  got  more  liquor — that  is  the  lower  class.  If  they  were  subpcenaed  before 
would  tell  more  or  less  of  the  truth  as  it  pleased  them  :  that  is,  the  greater 
would  do  so. 

Do  you  believe  a  great  amount  of  perjury  was  committed  under  the  Scott 
e  heard  men  after  they  have  left  the  stand  say  that  they  got  liquor,  but 
Lot  swear  that  they  got  it.     They  have  told  me  that  themselves. 

Mr,  Gigault : 

How  many  places  are  selling  liquor  now? — About  75  places  in  the  town ;  there 
I  or  two  more.  I  went  round  some  little  time  ago  and  took  the  number  of 
th  the  exception  of  two  or  three  which  were  not  occupied,  but  which,  I 
sire  occupied  now.     I  have  ran  over  the  number,  and  I  find  there  are  75  or 

LEs  Cameron. 
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15327.  As  regards  this  Island,  do  you  think  there  has  been  a  general  improvement  as 
to  drunkenness  and  intemperance  during  the  last  20  years  ? — So  far  as  regards  the  Island, 
I  could  not  answer  the  question. 

15328.  So  far  as  Charlottetown  is  concerned  ? — They  do  not  drink  as  much  liquor 
here  as  they  did  20  years  ago.  They  have  not  got  the  money  to  buy  it  with.  There 
was  a  lot  of  shipping  here  20  years  ago  and  money  was  very  flush  here  then. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

15329.  You  spoke  about  carrying  the  mails;  how  many  years  ago  was  that? — 
Twenty  years  ago. 

15330.  You  went  through  Prince,  and  what  other  county,  did  you  say? — I  went 
through  Prince  and  Queen's. 

15331.  Those  counties  were  then  under  a  license  law.  Do  you  remember  the  con- 
dition of  things  under  that  law,  whether  there  wfis  much  drinking  or  drunl^enness 
taking  place  when  you  drove  through  1—1  have  seen  considerable. 

15332.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  those  districts  in  later  years  1 — I  have  not. 

15333.  No  knowledge  of  them  during  the  last  ten  years  ? — I  have  only  been  through 
part  of  them  probably  once  in  two  years.  I  have  some  friends  out  there,  and  I 
have  visited  them  some  times,  but  not  very  often. 

15334.  Do  you  know  whether  there  is  as  much  drunkenness  now  as  there  was  then? 
— I  do  not. 

15335.  You  say  there  was  a  good  deal  of  drunkenness  under  license  ? — At  that  time 
there  was  shipping  here  in  the  fall  of  the  year. 

15336.  You  have  said  that  there  are  75  or  76  places  in  Charlottetown  selling 
liquor  ? — Yes. 

15337.  Do  you  know  how  many  places  there  were  under  the  Scott  Act? — I  went 
round  several  times.  I  could  hardly  answer  that  question,  for  this  reason  :  I  believe 
several  people  would  be  running  one  house.  One  after  another,  we  would  have  the 
husband  and  the  wife  and  the  servant  girl  up  before  the  court. 

15338.  Were  there  seventy -five  regular  places? — Yes,  over  a  hundred,  and  in  all 
probability  nearer  two  hundred.     I  do  not  give  that,  however,  as  a  distinct  stat.ement. 

15339.  Were  they  low  places? — They  were  often  in  the  rear  of  the  houses  and  in 
back  yards. 

15340.  Did  they  have  a  stock  of  liquor? — No,  they  would  get  in  a  few  bottles  in  a 
basket. 

15341.  Did  they  have  bars  fitted  up  in  the  manner  of  the  people  doing  business 
now  ? — I  have  seen  an  old  packing  box  us^  for  a  bar,  and  a  table  and  different  articles 
like  that. 

15342.  So  the  places  were  not  of  the  same  character,  and  fitted  up  in  the  same 
style  as  places  now  ? — No.  They  are  now  fitted  up  with  bars  and  with  windows  facing 
the  street,  and  a  large  number  of  bottles  and  decanters. 

15343.  They  are  fitted  up  well  now,  and  are  all  exposed  and  open  to  the  street,  I 
believe  ? — Yes. 

15344.  You  have  spoken  about  the  time  when  there  was  a  larger  police  force  than 
there  is  now? — Yes. 

15345.  You  say  that  was  because  there  was  a  larger  number  of  sailors  here,  and 
and  there  was  a  great  deal  of  drinking  and  disorderly  conduct  going  on.  Did  that  occur 
under  the  license  law  or  the  Scott  Act  ? — Under  the  license  law,  as  nearly  as  I  can 
recollect 

15346.  While  there  are  not  so  many  places  selling  now  as  there  were  under  the 
Scott  Act,  do  you  believe  the  repeal  of  the  law  has  reduced  the  quantity  of  liquor  sold 
in  Charlottetown  ?  Do  you  believe  there  is  less  liquor  sold  now  than  there  was  two 
years  ago  ?  Do  you  suppose  those  people  who  have  places  sell  less  liquor  than  the  places 
selling  under  the  Scott  Act  sold,  or  more  liquor  ? — It  would  be  hard  for  me  to  answer 
that  question.  There  is  one  way  I  might  answer  it,  and  it  is  this,  that  the  hours  of  sell- 
ing are  shorter  now  than  when  we  had  free  rum.  Again,  when  the  Scott  Act  was  in 
force,  those  parties  who  could  go  and  get  liquor  in  the  places — and  there  were  a  great 
many  of  them — ^would  not  go  on  to  the  streets  at  all  afterwards,  but  sleep  there. 
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that  from  fear  of  being  arrested  ? — Certainly. 

t  has  been  your  custom  in  arresting  drunken  men  ?  Do  you  arrest 
id  drunk  on  the  street,  even  if  he  is  going  on  quietly  and  heading 
ou  let  them  go,  or  do  you  arrest  them  ? — It  is  according  to  how  drunk 
he  has  had  some  liquor,  and  the  officer  knows  him,  and  is  at  the  same 
leward  the  officer  lets  him  pass.  If  he  is  a  rough  and  quarrelsome 
icer  thinks  he  would  do  harm,  he  pulls  him  in.     There  Is  considerable 

'  system,  then,  is  that  if  a  man  is  going  along  peaceably,  and  the  officer 
t  him  go  along  with  safety,  he  lets  him  go  home  ? — If  we  know  him  to 
►w  who  would  not  do  any  harm,  and  is  not  likely  to  interfere  with 
dewalk,  we  let  hina  go. 

if  he  is  utterly  incapable  and  disorderly,  I  suppose  you  arrest  him  I— 
option  then,  but  ^o  take  him  in. 

ou  act  diflFefently  in  this  regard  now  than  you  did  under  the  Scott 
r  men  more  careful  to  arrest  people  who  were  drunk  under  the  Scott 
3  under  free  liquor? — No,  it  is  just  the  same. 

use  your  own  discretion  as  to  the  condition  of  the  man  at  the  time?— 
swear  that  the  man  was  drunk  and  interfering  with  foot-passengers, 
>sts  him.  That  is  a  strict  order.  The  man  may  be  lurching,  but  if  he 
long,  and  getting  along,  he  is  allowed  to  go.  We  might  notice  liquor 
»  man  is  not  incapable,  we  do  not  interfere  with  him 

Gigault  : 

that  always  been  the  rule  ? — Yes. 

Dr.  McLeod: 

he  arrests  for  all  offences,  is  there  any  considerable  proportion  of  the 
iiners  ? — I  never  saw  any. 


lEN,  of  Charlottetown,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  :— 
7^  McDomdd : 

inderstand  you  are  keeper  of  the  Alms  house  ? — Yes. 
long  have  you  been  keeper  of  the  institution  ? — Twenty-three  years, 
many  persons  are  inmates  of  it  at  present  ? — Forty-six. 
many  of  them  are  male,  and  how  many  female  ? — Thirty-one  males 

)S. 

children? — No.     There  are  some  inmates  about  14  years  old. 
do  the  persons  obtain  admission  there  ?     Is  it  on  the  order  of  a  Magis- 
3se   order? — Sometimes  they   may  be  taken  up  as  vagrants.    More 
re  persons  from  the  country,  in  either  one  of  the  three  counties  recog- 
missioners  of  the  Poorhouse,  or  the  Chairman, 
they  are  admitted  ? — Yes,  if  there  is  room. 

3  you  any  who  have  resided  there  for  a  long  time  ? — Yes.  I  have  one 
re  from  1870. 

have  you  others  who  have  been  there  for  long  terms  ? — Yes,  for  long 
Bars. 

5  you  had  an  opportunity  of  forming  a  conclusion  as  to  whether  any  of 
been  brought  there  from  drinking  habits  ? — It  has  been  said  that  that 
cause. 

ou  say  so  ? — I  do  not  believe  it.  I  believe  infirmity  and  old  age  ha?e 
re. 

/AMERON. 
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15366.  Do  you  think  that  infirmity  had  been  caused  by  an  excess  of  the  drink  habit  ? 
— I  do  not  think  so.  There  may  be  an  exception  or  two  out  of  the  large  number  we  had. 

15367.  You  say  you  have  children  there  about  14  years  old? — Yes.  I  have  one 
there  about  14. 

15368.  Only  one  child  ?— Yes,  that  is  all. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

15369.  Have  you  examined  into  any  of  the  cases  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  their 
pauperism  ? — It  is  not  my  duty.     I  am  there  to  receive  them. 

15370.  Yqu  have  never  made  an  examination  ? — I  get  an  order  to  take  them  in,  and 
I  do  so. 

15371.  And  you  take  care  of  them  after  you  get  them,  I  suppose? — Yes. 

15372.  You  do  not  think  many  are  paupers  because  either  they  themselves 
wasted  their  money  in  drink,  or  those  on  whom  the^  were  at  one  time  dependent  ? — 
The  inmates  we  have  in  the  poor's  house  are  principally  cripples,  and  it  is  not  drink 
which  would  make  them  cripples,  I  believe.  Rheumatism  generally  does  it.  I  know 
that  myself.  I  can  take  a  glass  of  grog  as  well  as  any  one,  and  it  will  not  make  me 
helpless. 

15373.  You  do  not  think  drink  has  had  anything  to  do  with  the  people  you  have 
charge  of  ? — No. 

15374.  Have  you  at  any  time  had  any  drinking  people  under  your  charge  1 — Yes. 
There  have  been  during  the  20  years  I  have  been  in  charge  of  the  institution  people 
admitted  with  whom  drink  was  the  cause  of  their  being  sent  to  the  institute. 

15375.  But  you  have  not  any  of  that  kind  now  ? — No. 

15376.  Have  these  people  come  to  you  because  they  are  old? — We  have  one  man 
there  who  is  101  yeai*s,  four  who  are  each  94,  six  who  are  each  over  82,  and  a  large 
number  up  to  78  years. 

15377.  Have  these  very  old  people  been  there  long? — Yes,  a  good  many  years. 

15378.  They  are  old  inmates  then? — They  have  been  there  over  10  or  12  years. 

15379.  Then  they  were  old  when  they  came  in? — Yes. 

15380.  Do  you  know  whether  they  had  been  drinking  people  during  their  earlier 
life  ? — One  or  two  had  been.  Some  were  old  sailors,  and  when  sailors  are  at  sea  they 
like  a  glass,  and  they  take  it ;  but  taking  the  general  run  of  the  people,  they  are  very 
steady. 

15381.  Do  you  know  whether  any  pf  the  old  people  have  sons  and  daughters  living 
about  the  place  ? — Yes,  they  have  sons  and  daughters. 

15382.  Why  is  it  that  those  sons  and  daughters  are  not  taking  care  of  the  old 
people  ? — That  is  a  question.  They  will  visit  the  old  people  sometimes.  Nowadays  we 
have  not  proper  feelings  towards  our  forefathers.  We  have  got  hardened,  and  I  think 
this  is  the  failing  of  the  present  generation. 

15383.  You  think  the  children  have  not  right  feelings  tov^ards  their  fathers  and 
mothers  ? — Yes. 

15384.  Do  you  know  whether  the  children  of  those  old  people  who  live  about  here 
could  take  care  of  them,  or  are  they  drinking  people  ? — That  I  could  not  answer.  They 
may  be. 

15385.  You  do  not  know  anything  about  them  ? — No. 

15386.  Do  they  come  and  see  the  old  people  ? — They  do  very  often. 

15387.  Do  you  not  think  they  should  take  care  of  their  parents  ? — Yes  ;  but  per- 
haps they  are  not  able  to  do  so. 

15388.  What  I  desire  now  to  find  out  is  whether  their  inability  is  attributable  to 
their  own  drinking  habits  or  not  ? — I  cannot  say.  They  are  not  so  fond  of  drinking  as 
you  might  imagine.  I  am  a  temperate  man  myself,  and  a  Scott  Act  man  too,  but  I  can 
assure  you  that  drinking  is  going  out  of  fashion  in  Charlottetown. 

15389.  It  is  getting 'less  ?— Yes. 

15390.  Is  that  owing  to  the  poverty  of  the  population? — I  have  never  seen  a  poor 
person  in  Charlottetown  yet. 

15391.  What  about, the  people  who  are  in  your  institution  ? — They  are  very  full  of 
rheumatism  and  pains. 
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15392.  You  mean  they  are  disabled? — Yes,  they  are  entirely  worked. out,  like  an 
old  war-horse. 

15393.  Have  you  a  less  number  of  inmates  now  than  you  had  ten  years  ago?— I 
have.     Our  average  has  never  gone  above  44,  and  we  have  kept  it  at  that. 

15394-5.  You  have  maintained  it  at  that  figure  right  along? — Yes;  sometime  we 
have  gone  from  44  up  to  50. 

15396.  Do  you  mean  during  23  years  ? — Yes.  I  can  show  you  that  by  my  books, 
which  I  have  here. 

15397.  You  took  charge  of  the  institution  in  1869,-1  believe? — Yes. 

15398.  You  have  the  records  from  that  time  ? — Taking  the  numbers  from  year  to 
year  they  are  about  the  same.  At  the  opening  of  the  poor's  house  we  had,  of  course,  a 
less  number;  but  really  we  have  no  poor's  house  here,  that  is  to  say,  there  is  no  acknow- 
ledged poor's  house.  We  are  simply  put  in  possession  of  a  portion  of  the  Victoria 
barracks,  for  which  we  pay  a  dollar  a  year  rent,  and  by  the  good  grace  of  the  Dominion 
Government  they  allow  us  to  remain  there.  Many  of  the  old  people,  male  and  female, 
who  cannot  work  or  go  round,  are  allowed  to  go  ih  there  ;  and  so  soon  as  any  of  them 
are  able  to  go  out,  they  are  discharged. 

15399.  Those  people  come  from  all  over  the  island,  I  suppose? — Yes,  and  from 
Newfoundland  and  the  United  States. 

15400.  Is  this  the  pnly  home  for  old  people  and  paupers  in  the  island  ? — Yes;  it  is 
jdo  proper  poor's  house,  for  they  never  yet  built  a  poor's  house  here. 

15401.  According  to  your  observation  and  experience  during  23  years,  there  is 
very  little  poverty  on  the  island  ? — I  think  there  is  very  little  poverty.  I  have  been  in 
some  of  the  houses  of  the  poor  in  the  different  localities,  and  I  have  found  children 
running  about  by  the  dozen.  I  was  in  a  locality  the  other  day,  in  the  Lone  Neck,  and 
I  saw  a  woman,  and  I  asked  her  how  many  children  she  had,  and  she  said  nine.  I  saw 
another  woman,  and  I  asked  her  how  many  she  had,  and  she  said  fourteen  ;  and  another 
told  me  she  had  sixteen.  Every  child  I  saw  there  had  rosy  cheeks,  and  there  were  no 
signs  of  starvation. 

By  Judge  McDonald: 

15402.  This  happy  state  of  things  you  have  described,  and  this  absence  of  poverty 
in  the  island,  have  prevailed  during  the  22  years  of  which  you  have  spoken  1 — ^Yes. 

15403.  How  long  had  you  resided  in  the  island  before  that  time  ? — I  was  a  military 
man.     I  have  been  23  years  in  charge  of  the  poor's  house. 


Rev.  JAMES  SIMPSON,  Priest— Incumbent  of  St.  Peter's  Church,  and  Head 
Master  of  St.  Peter's  School,  Charlottetown,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  :— 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

15404.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Charlottetown  ? — Five  years  and  nine  months, 

15405.  When  you  came  here,  was  the  Scott  Act  in  force? — Yes. 

15406.  Had  you  occasion  to  see  anything  of  its  working? — ^Yes,  a  good  deal. 

1 5407.  Do  you  believe  intoxicating  liquor  was  sold  while  it  was  in  force  ?— Yes* 
quite  freely. 

15408.  Were  you  able  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  whether  there  was  an  increase  or 
decrease  of  the  sale  while  it  remained  in  force,  or  do  you  think  the  sale  remained  about 
the  same  ? — I  think,  if  anything,  there  was  an  increase  during  the  last  year. 

15409.  Then  the  Act  was  repealed  and  a  new  system  came  in,  the  system  of  free 
sale  ? — Yes. 

15410.  Did  you  see  any  difference  then? — No,  nothing  notable. 

1541 1.  What  about  the  last  change  that  took  place  about  six  weeks  ago :  have  yon 
been  able  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  how  it  has  worked  ? — There  has  been  a  very  short 
time  in  which  to  form  an  opinion. 

John  Allen. 
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15412.  Did  you  receive  a  series  of  questions  from  the  Commission? — Yes. 

15413.  Did  you  answer  them  ? — Yes. 

15414.  As  Rector  of  your  church,  you  are  brought  into  close  contact  with  a  section 
of  the  people  of  the  city,  I  suppose  ? — Yes. 

15415.  From  your  experience,  do  you  find  there  is  much  drunkenness?  Have  you 
come  in  contact  with  much  drunkenness? — Compared  with  other  cities  of  the  size,  I  do 
not  think  there  is  very  much. 

15416.  As  a  cure  for  drunkenness,  do  you  consider  a  prohibitory  law  would  be  a 
successful  agent  ?  Tell  the  Commission  what  you  consider  to  be  the  true  cure  ? — Tt  is  with 
drunkenness  the  same  as  with  any  other  sin  :  it  requires  a  personal  contact  with  the 
sinner.  It  is  the  same  in  every  case.  It  is  no  use  to  preach  temperance  in  the  pulpit 
and  then  go  to  the  drunkard  and  simply  tell  him  to  do  better.  The  same  plan  has  to  be 
followed  with  a  woman  or  a  child.     Teach  temperance  to  the  children. 

15417.  Then,  you  believe  the  cure  is  the  influence  of  religion  in  the  true  sense, 
directed  to  the  individual,  and  that  it  must  be  a  matter  of  grace  with  him  ? — Yes,  with 
each  individual.  If  a  man  wants  to  gert  drunk,  he  will  get  drunk  no  matter  what 
the  law  is. 

15418.  Do  you  use  at  all  the  system  of  getting  people  to  take  a  pledge,  even  a 
temporary  pledge  ? — Yes,  I  have  a  good  deal  to  do  with  that. 

15419.  How  do  you  find  that  succeed? — It  depends  a  good  deal  on  the  claps  of 
people.  I  have  a  good  deal  to  do  with  some  of  the  hardest  drinkers  in  the  city,  people 
working  on  the  wharfs,  and. truckmen,  and  men  of  that  class,  and  it  is  a  very  difficult 
matter  to  get  them  to  keep  a  pledge  for  any  length  of  time.  The  only  successful  way, 
I  find,  is  to  give  them  a  short  pledge,  and  before  the  time  is  up — a  few  days,  for  example 
— call  on  them  and  get  them  to  take  it  for  another  month  or  two  months. '  Some^^imes 
this  plan  is  succes^l,  and  sometimes  it  is  not.  But  if  you  give  a  man  who  is  a  hard 
drinker  a  pledge  for  a  year,  I  suppose  there  are  ninety-nine  chances  out  of  a  hundred 
he  will  not  keep  it.  It  is  altogether  too  long  a  period,  and  when  he  gets  thirsty  he 
breaks  it.     If  the  pledge  is  only  for  a  month,  he  will  withstand  the  temptation. 

1 5420.  How  long  have  you  held  your  position  as  Principal  of  the  school  ? — Four  years. 

15421.  You  have  boys  under  your  charge? — Yes. 

15422.  Up  to  what  age.?— 18  and  19. 

15423.  Have  you  been  able  to  keep  these  boys  altogether  from  the  use  of  intoxica- 
ting drinks  ? — Whilst  they  were  at  school  there  was  no  difficulty.  When  they  have 
grown  up  to  young  men  they  have  taken  drink. 

15424.  In  the  City  i— Yes. 

15425.  When  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force  ? — Yes. 

15426.  So  they  were  able  to  get  access  to  liquor  in  some  way  ? — Yes. 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

15427.  From  the  opportunities  you  have  had  of  observing  the  operation  of  the  Scott 
Act,  would  you  support  its  re-enactment  in  the  City  ? — No. 

15428.  What  system  would  you  prefer,  apart  from  total  prohibition — the  present 
system,  or  a  license  law,  or  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  think  the  present  system,  with  a  few 
cunendments  would  be  just  as  eflFective  as  anything  we  could  get. 

15429.  Did  you  hear  the  evidence  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  as  to  the  condition  of 
afiairs  created  and  kept  alive  by  the  Scott  Act  ? — Yes. 

15430.  Do  you  agree  with  him  on  those  points? — With  most  of  them,  I  do. 

15431.  After  having  had  an  experience  of  its  operation,  you  would  not  like  to  see 
the  Scott  Act  again  enacted  ? — No. 

By  Judge  McDonald: 

15432.  As  to  the  question  of  wine  for  sacramental  purposes.  There  has  been  evi- 
dence given  at  other  places  as  to  the  non-use  of  fermented  wine  for  sacramental 
porpoBes.  Will  you  state  the  views  of  the  Church  of  England  in  reference  to  that  ? — 
The  Church  of  England  hold  that  wine  is  to  be  used  at  Holy  Communion.  At  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Anglican  Synod,  held  I  think  in  1888  or  1889,  on  the  question  as  to 
whether  it  was  legal  to  use  any  unfermented  juices,  it  was  decided  that  it  was  not  legal. 
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The  same  question  was  brought  up  at  our  Provincial  Synod.     I  was  not  there,  but  I  be- 
lieve it  was  decided  there  too. 

15433.  What  is  your  own  opinion? — It  is  that  it  would  not  be  Holy  CommunioD 
if  wine  is  not  used. 

15434.  Then  as  to  whether  you  would  call  it  wine  if  it  were  not  fermented?—! 
should  not. 

15435.  You  mean  by  wine  the  fer^nented  juice  of  the  grape? — With  this  exception. 
The  pure  juice  of  the  grape  squeezed  out  of  the  cluster — that  is  held  by  the  Church  to 
be  legal  for  Holy  Communion,  because  it  is  capable  of  becoming  wine.  Unfermented 
liquor  is  not  capable  of  becoming  wine,  and  therefore  it  is  not  right  to  use  it. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

15436.  Would  you  favour  the  passage  of  a  general  prohibitory  law  for  the  whole 
Dominion  ? — Not  unless  it  could  be  acted  on.  • 

15437.  Could  it  be  acted  on  ? — Not  in  this  Island  :  there  would  be  so  much  smug- 
gling. If  you  look  at  the  map  you  will  see  how  many  bays  and  harbours  there  are,  and 
immediately  there  would  be  trade  with  St.  Pierre  and  Newfoundland,  and  it  would  be 
impossible  to  keep  liquor  out  of  the  Island. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

15438.  You  said  from  your  experience  and  observation  of  the  Scott  Act,  you  would 
not  feel  inclined  to  have  it  re-enacted.  What,  from  your  \dew,  are  the  defects  of  the 
Scott  Act? — That  it  does  not  prevent  drinking  at  all.  If  any  one  wants  drink  he  gets 
it,  whether  under  the  Scott  Act  or  under  free  rum,  and  it  encourages  a  great  deal  of 
sneaking,  h}'pocrisy,  and  mean  ways.  I  have  had  experience  in  Port  Hope,  as  well  as 
here  of  the  Scott  Act,  and  it  encourages  all  kinds  of  underhand  ways,  people  will  take 
in  order  to  get  liquor.  As  an  instance,  in  Port  Hope,  Ontario,  a  lady  went  to  a  grocers 
shop  for  a  bottle  of  wine  to  make*  jelly.  He  said  he  could  not  sell  it  as  the  place  was 
under  the  Scotc  Act.  "How  apci  I  to  get  it,"  she  asked.  He  said,  *'If  you  buy  a 
bottle  for  your  friend,  Mrs.  Brown  in  Toronto,  just  two  counties  off,  we  can  sell  it  for 
we  cannot  tell  who  takes  it  from  the  county."  It  was  made  up  and  put  on  the  counter, 
and  the  lady  walked  off  with  it. 

15439.  You  think  that  is  a  sample  of  the  working  of  the  Scott  Act? — That  was 
a  regular  thing. 

15440.  Were  those  transactions  or  the  like  chargeable  to  the  Act  or  to  the  non- 
enforcement  of  the  Act  1 — In  a  case  like  that,  it  was  not  chargeable  to  the  non-enforce- 
ment of  it,  because  you  are  allowed  to  sell  to  any  one  two  counties  off. 

15441.  Is  that  the  provision? — I  do  not  know  if  it  has  been  amended  since  then. 

15442.  Is  it  not  that  you  are  not  allowed  to  sell  in  a  Scott  Act  county  at  all,  but 
there  can  be  a  sale  of  ten  gallons  not  to  be  consumed  in  that  county  or  in  any  other  Scott 
Act  county  ? — Not  in  that  county  or  any  adjoining  county.^ 

15443.  That  is  if  the  adjoining  county  is  a  Scott  Act  county? — I  do  not  know. 

15444.  Do  you  know  if  thai  gentleman  had  a  wholesale  license  or  not? — I  think  so. 
He  was  a  licensed  vendor. 

15445.  That  is  for  medicinal  purposes? — Yes. 

15446.  He  was  violating  the  law  when  he  sold  bottles  ? — Yes.. 

15447.  Do  you  believe  that  a  geneiul  prohibitory  law,  that  is  a  law  which  pro- 
hibits the  manufacture  and  importation,  as  well  as  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor,  if  well 
and  thoroughly  enforced,  would  be  a  benefit  ? — If  public  opinion  could  be  educated  up  to 
such  a  point,  it  would  be  a  benefit. 

15448.  You  think  public  opinion  is  not  up  to  such  a  point? — I  am  sure  it  is  not 

15449.  You  think  because  public  opinion  is  not  up  to  that  point,  it  would  not  be 
well  to  have  a  general  prohibitory  law.? — It  would  be  disastrous. 

15450.  Have  you  given  any  thought  to  the  question  of  providing  facilities  for 
getting  drink,  and  so  promoting  drunkenness :  is  it  wise  to  provide  places  for  getting 
drink  ? — I  think  as  matters  are  now,  people  will  have  drink,  and  the  only  way  is  to 
provide  places  which  can  be  supervised. 

Rev.  James  Simpson. 
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15451.  Have  you  had  experience  of  places  where  a  license  law  is  in  operation? — 
Yes. 

15452.  Have  you  observed  whether  it  is  observed  or  not  ? — I  think  in  towns  it  is 
generally  observed. 

15453.  Do  you  think i  that  licensees  observe  the  provisions  of  the  license  law  aa  to 
Sabbath  selling  and  selling  after  hours? — I  think  in  some  cases  they  do. 

15454.  Do  you  think,  as  a  rule,  the  licensee  observes  the  conditions  of  his  license  ? 
Does  he  not  sell  before  or  after  certain  hours,  or  on  the  Sabbath  Day,  or  to  minors  or 
drunken  people? — That  depends  very  much  upon  the  licensee, ^ and  what  class  of  trade 
he  does. 

15455.  Do  you  think  well  enforced  prohibition  would  help  you  in  the  moral  influ- 
ence you  bring  to  bear  on  the  pupils  in  the  school  ? — In  removing  temptation  from  their 
way. 

15456.  You  would  not  like  to  have  a  licensed  shop  in  the  vicinity  of  your  school  ? 
—There  are  shops  about  there. 

15457.  Do  you  think  it  would  make  your  work  more  difficult? — I  do  not  think  it 
makes  any  difference  with  the  boys  in  school,  because  the  boys  would  not  go  there.  If 
a  boy  did  go,  he  probably  would  not  go  to  the  school  any  more. 

15458.  That  is  because  of  your  authority  ? — Yes. 

By  Mr.  Gigavlt : 

15459.  Do  you  believe  the  Divine  law  forbids  the  moderate  use  of  wine? — No. 

15460.  If  so,  how  is  it  that  some  people  consider  the  traffic  in  liquor  to  be  an  evil, 
even  if  there  is  moderate  use? — I  cannot  account  for  other  people's  opinions,  or  why 
they  hold  such  opinions. 


Rev.  GEORGE  W.  FISHER,  of  Pownal,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

15461.  Of  what  religious  communion  are  you  a  minister? — Methodist. 

15462.  In  what  county? — Queen's  County,  about  seven  miles  from  Charlottetown. 

15463.  How  long  have  you  been  there? — A  little  over  two  years. 

15464.  Were  you  in  the  Island  before  that  ? — Yes. 

15465.  In  what  part? — Alberton,  in  the  western  part  of  the  Island. 

15466.  In  what  county  is  that? — Prince  County. 

15467.  Have  you  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  anything  of  the  working  of  the 
Scott  Act?— I  have. 

15468.  Have  you  found  it  successful? — I  have. 

15469.  In  both  those  places? — Yes. 

15470.  Have  you  any  officers  in  those  places  for  enforcing  the  Act  ? — Yes,  there 
are  the  county  officers. 

15471.  What  are  they  called ?     Are  they  called  Inspectors? — I  think  that  is  the 
name. 

15472.  By  what  authority  are  they  appointed? — By  the  Government. 

15473.  How  large  a  place  is  Pownall? — Just  a  small  scattered  village,  a  country 
place. 

15474.  What  would  be  the  population  in  round  numbers? — I  cannot  say.     It  is 
just  a  scattered  farming  community. 

15475.  Alberton  is  larger,  I  suppose? — Yes,  a  village. 

15476.  What  is  the  population  ? — 500  or  600  or  more. 

15477.  Did  you  know  any  part  of  the  Island  when  it  was  under  a  license  system  ? 
— I  did  not. 

15478. 'You  cannot  form  an  opinion  comparatively? — I  cannot. 
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15479.  Did  you  receive  a  series  of  questions  from  the  Oommission  ? — ^Yes.  I  have 
sent  the  answers  in. 

15480.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Stewart,  of  Sackville,  gave  evidence  as  to  the  position  d  your 
communion  on  the  use  of  wines.  Is  it  a  rule  of  your  church  that  fermented  Uquor  may 
not  be  used  1 — It  is  a  rule  of  the  Church. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

15481.  What  is  your  observation  of  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  in  the  part  of 
the  country  where  you  labour,  and  at  Alberton  where  you  laboured  before ;  has  it  done 
good  or  evil  1 — I  regard  it  as  having  done  good. 

15482.  In  what  respect  ? — In  preventing  a  great  amount  of  drinking. 

15483.  Ifos  it  prevented  drinking? — I  believe  it  has. 

15484.  Entirely  ?— Not  entirely. 

15485.  Has  it  reduced  the  drink  sale  in  a  great  degree? — Yes,  it  has.  I  am  speak- 
ing now  more  especially  of  Alberton.  It  made  it  there  wholly  unrespectable  to  drink  or 
to  be  seen  drinking. 

1 5486.  Was  there  some  illicit  sale  1 — Yes,  but  that  was  put  down,  though  I  believe 
one  or  two  still  exist  in  out  of  the  way  places. 

15487.  Do  you  believe  that  still  continues  ? — The  last  time  I  was  there,  I  was  told 
there  was  none  sold  whatever,  that  the  last  house  had  been  closed.  How  it  may  be 
now,  I  cannot  say. 

15488.  How  about  Pownal  and  the  vicinity? — There  has  been  liquor  sold  in  the 
vicinity  of  Pownal,  though  not  in  Pownal  itself,  but  at  what  is  called  the  "  Five  Mile 
House."  But  latterly  the  officers  have  been  very  faithful  and  the  law  has  been  put  in 
force,  and  I  know  of  some  places  that  have  been  closed  down  recently. 

15489.  Is  there  much  illicit  sale  now  ? — I  do  not  think  there  is  much. 

15490.  How  far  is  that  from  Charlottetown  ? — Seven  miles. 

15491.  And  the  "Five  Mile  House,"  I  suppose,  was  the  place  where  traveller 
stopped? — ^Yes.  I  do  not  know  if  any  is  sold  there  now.  They  have  been  recently 
fined  and  have  been  in  jail  also. 

15492.  Have  you  observed  elsewhere  than  in  Prince  Edward  Island,  the  operation 
of  the  Scott  Act?— -Yes,  in  Albert  County,  N.B. 

15493.  What  was  your  observation  of  it  there? — I  do  nob  think  the  Scott  Act  was 
in  force  there,  but  no  licenses  were  issued  by  the  Council. 

15494.  How  lon^  ago  was  that? — About  eight  or  nine  years  ago.  I  think  since 
then  the  Scott  Act  has  been  adopted. 

15495.  During  the  time  no  licenses  were  issued,  was  the  sale  prevented  veiy 
well  ? — Very  well,  indeed. 

15496.  There  was,  I  suppose,' some  illicit  sale  ? — There  was  some. 

1 5497.  And  there  was  prosecution  of  the  illicit  sellers  ? — There  was. 

15498.  Have  you  had  any  opportAinity  of  comparing  a  community  under  license, 
with  a  community  under  enforced  prohibition? — I  have. 

15499.  What  is  the  result  of  that  comparison? — In  favour  of  the  Scott  Act  I 
have  now  in  mind  Campbellton,  N.B.     That  was  under  license. 

15500.  What  was  the  condition  of  things  there  in  regard  to  drinking,  drunken- 
ness, poverty  and  those  other  things  that  are  supposed  to  attend  upon  drink  f— Veiy 
bad.     In  that  little  town  I  think  there  were  14  or  15  licensed  houses. 

15501.  Do  you  remember  whether  there  were  illicit  places  in  CarapbeUton  at  the 
same  time  ? — I  think  there  were. 

15502.  Do  you  remember  what  was  the  population  of  Campbellton?— I  should 
judge  about  2,000  people. 

15503.  With  14  licenses  and  some  illicit  places  ? — There  were  some  illicit  places. 

15504.  You  have  had  an  opportunity  of  living  in,  and  observing  a  community 
under  the  Scott  Act.  Do  you  observe  a  better  state  of  things  where  there  is  enforced 
prohibition  ? — Certainly. 

15505.  And  do  you  attribute  that  to  even  the  partial  prohibition  of  the  Scott 
Act  ? — Yes ;  and  more  than  that :  there  was  breaking  of  the  license  laws  in  regard  to 
selling  out  of  licensed  hours  and  on  the  Sabbath  day. 

Rev.  George  W.  Fisher. 
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15506.  In  Campbellton,  was  there  a  steady  effort  for  moral  reform  and  activity 
among  the  churches  as  in  other  places  ? — Yes,  and  temperance  societies ;  but  we  found 
it  difficult  to  keep  them  in  operation. 

15507.  Did  you  find  the  licensed  trade  antagonize  your  moral  and  religious  efforts 
in  the  churches  and  in  the  societies  1 — The  selling  of  the  liquor  did.  Whether  it  is  to 
be  attributed  to  the  trade  or  not,'  I  cannot  say. 

15508.  In  your  experience  as  a  pastor,  have  you  observed  to  what  extent  the 
poverty  and  crime  and  ignorance,  and  neglect  of  children,  and  neglect  of  religion,  are 
traceable  to  the  drink  trade  and  the  drink  habit  1 — I  have  seen  a  good  deal  that  might 
be  traced  to  that,  of  the  poverty  and  crime,  too. 

15509.  You  think  a  percentage  of  it  is  traceable  to  that? — Certainly. 

15510.  A  considerable  percentage,  or  a  small  percentage? — I  can  scarcely  say.  I 
consider  that  a  good  deal  of  it  might  be  traced  to  that. 

15511.  Fi^om  your  experience  and  study  of  this  matter,  and  I  presume  like  every 
other  citizen  interested  in  the  matter  you  have  given  study  to  it,  what  is  your  belief  as 
to  the  best  manner  of  dealing  with  the  drink  trade — to  license  it,  or  try  to  control  it  by 
such  a  partial  prohibition  as  there  is  in  the  Scott  Act,  or  to  prohibit  it  by  the  prohibition 
of  the  importation  and  manufacture  as  well  as  the  sale  ? — National  prohibition. 

15512.  Do  you  think  that  national  prohibition  could  be  as  well  enforced  as  the 
Scott  Act  ? — I  think  it  could.     I  think  public  sentiment  is  rising  in  favour  of  it. 

15513.  You  think  public  sentiment  in  Prince  Edward  Island  is  in  favour  of  a 
general  prohibitory  law  ? — I  think  it  is,  from  what  I  hear  of  it  in  the  Sons  of  Tem- 
perance, and  so  on. 

15514.  Are  you  officially  connected  with  the  Sons  of  Temperance  ? — I  am. 

15515.  In  what  position  ?— Grand  Worthy  Patriarch'  of  the  Grand  Division  of 
Prince  Edward  Island. 

15516.  Are  they  numerous  in  Prince  Edward  Island? — They  are  in  Prince  and 
Queen's  Counties.  We  have  not  many  divisions  in  Eiing's  County.  The  other  temper- 
ance organization  has  its  work  there. 

15517.  Is  the  body  aggressive  ? — Yes,  we  are  slowly  making  progress. 

15518.  Is  the  view  of  the  society  strong  on  the  subject  of  prohibition? — It  is. 

JBy  Mr,  Gigavlt : 

15519.  Would  you  vote  for  a  general  prohibitory  law,  which  would  prevent  the 
manufacture  and  importation  of  fermented  wine  ? — I  would. 

15520.  Even  for  sacramental  purposes  ? — Yes,  because  we  use  unfermented  wine  for 
our  sacramental  purposes. 

15521.  Do  you  think  it  is  easy  in  winter  to  get  that  unfermented  wine  ? — We  get 
what  we  suppose  is  unfermented  wine.     We  have  to  keep  it  from  freezing. 

15522.  Does  it  not  become  sour? — It  will  after  it  is  opened,  but  we  have  a  bottle 
sufficiently  large  and  we  use  it  all  at  the  one  time. 

15523.  If  you  had  a  general  prohibitory  law,  worked  as  well  as  the  Scott  Act  has 
worked  in  Charlottetown,  would  you  vote  for  it  ?— Yes,  I  would. 

15524.  Even  if  it  did  not  prohibit  ?— Yes. 

15525.  Why  do  you  wish  for  the  enactment  of  a  law  which  will  not  fulfil  the 
object  for  which  you  want  it  ? — If  it  is  not  carried  out,  it  will  not  fulfil  the  object. 

15526.  Certainly,  in  Charlottetown,  it  was  not  carried  out. — I  might  ask  the 
question  :   Why  was  it  not  carried  out  ? 

15527.  It  is  desirable  to  have  a  law  which  will  work,  I  suppose  ? — Certainly. 

15528.  If  you  have  a  prohibitory  law,  you  want  one  that  will  prohibit? — I  have 
seen  the  Scott  Act  carried  out. 

15529.  Do  yoa  think  it  a  sin  to  take  a  glass  of  cider  ? — I  regard  it  as  such. 

15530.  And  a  glass  of  wine  ? — I  regard  it  as  such. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

15531.  Is  your  Order  making  much  progress  in  the  province  ? — It  is. 

15532.  Has  there  been  much  increase  in  membership  in  five  years  ? — I  cannot 
answer  that  question  without  the  statistics. 
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\.  How  lon^  have  you  occupied  the  position  of  Patriarch  ? — Since  last  October. 

inual  election. 

L  Have  you  had  any  increase  of  membership  ? — Yes.     We  have  had  some 

ons.  i 

K  To  any  marked  degree? — No. 

1.   What  is  the  membership  in  the  Island  ? — I  could  not  say  from  memory. 

'.  With  what  did  you  compare  Campljellton  with  2,000  people?  -The  town  of 

I  think,  with  about  1,000,  or  it  might  be  less. 

I.  Is  Alberton  a  railway  divisional  point  ? — Not  as  Campbellton  is.    We  have 

ae  here  in  Charlottetown. 

K  Did  you  hear  any  evidence  regarding  the  number  of  places  in  which  liquor 

illegally  in  Charlottetown  during  the  Scott  Act  period,  compared  with  the 

lling  now,  and  the  number  selling  during  the  license  period  ? — Yes. 

L  And  did  T  understand  you  to  say  you  would  favour  a  prohibitory  law 

jven  as  the  law  was  enforced  in  Charlottetown  ? — ^Yes  ^    I  would.    Probably 

d  be  less  difficulty  in  enforcing  a  general  prohibitory  law  than  a  partial  one. 

.  What  is  the  moral  effect  upon  the  community  of  having  a  law  on  the 

)k  which  is  totally  disregarded,  or  largely  disregarded  ? — The  effect  is  bad  on 

inity  where  any  law  is  not  carried  out. 

t.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  non-enforcement  of  the  law  in  Charlottetown? 

ig  a  resident,  I  do  not  know. 

>.  Your  experience  has  been  confined  to  Alberton  and  Pownal? — On  the 

r.  And  elsewhere  ? — In  Gibson  and  Campbelltown  and  Hillsboro\ 

>.  How  long  since  you  were  in  Gibson  ? — I  think  about  13  years. 

i.  Do  you  think  the  fact  that  from  100  to  150  unlicensed  places  existed  here 

Scott  Act,  interfered  with  moral  and  religious  influences  that  were  at  work 
tetown  ? — I  cannot  speak  from  experience,  but  only  from  observation. 
.  Do  you  think  it  had  that  effect  ? — I  think  it  had. 

►.  Do  you  think  the  influences  of  seventy-five  places  where  liquor  would  be 
f  would  be  more  deleterious  to  moral  and  religious  influences,  than  the  illejral 
der  the  Scott  Act ;  that  the  efforts  towards  moral  reform  would  be  retarded 
at  way  than  by  the  knowledge  of  150  unlicensed  places  selling  under  the 
I — It  would  give  the  thing  a  respectability  which  otherwise  it  would  not  have. 
►.  Would  it  interfere  with  religious  and  moral  influences   by  giving  this  rfts- 

to  it  1 — I  cannot  say  from  experience.     I  think  that  giving  it  the  respect- 
jld  allow  people  to  go  into  these  places  and  take  the  liquor,  and  they  would 
barded  as  they  otherwise  would  be,  and  it  would  have  a  demoralizing  effect 
».  You  think  it  was  less  demoralizing  under  the  Scott  Act  ? — In  one  sense  of 

think  it  would  be. 

.  In  what  sense  ? — In  the  other  case  no  one  of  any  respectability  would  care 
going  into  those  places  where  it  was  sold  against  the  law. 
.  And  you  think  the  other  order  of  things  was  better  than  the  present  one  ? 
would  be,  if  the  Scott  Act  were  carried  out. 

.  Do  you  prefer  the  old  order  of  things  to  the  present  order  of  things  ?— I 
evidence  I  heard  this  morning  is  sustained  by  my  observation. 
.  Would  you  prohibit  the  use  of  wine  for  sacramental  purposes  in  a  general 
r  measure  1 — I  was  asked  about  fermented  wine.     It  does  not  touch  me, 
)  use  the  unfermented  wine.     • 

.   Would  you  prevent  the  members  of  other  churches  from  importing  fermented 
^ould  allow  every  man  to  be  fully  persuaded  in  his  own  mind. 
.  Would  you  prohibit  him  ? — I  do  not  see  how  he  could  get  it. 
.  Would  you  prohibit  him  1 — I  would  not  prevent  those  who  had  conscientious 

ly  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

.  Is  your  idea  of  a  prohibitory  law  a  law  to  prohibit  the  importation,  manu- 
[  sale  of  liquor  for  beverage  purposes  ? — That  is  what  I  understand  throughout. 
i.  George  W.  Fisher. 
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JAMES  H.  REDDIN,  of  Charlottetown,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

15559.  What  is  your  occupation  or  calling? — Barrister. 

15560.  How  long  have  you  practised  law  in  Charlottetown  ? — Seven  years. 

15561.  Were  you  a  resident  before  that  ? — Yes. 

15562.  Have  you  had  any  opportunity  of  seeing  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  ?— 
Yes,  ever  since  its  introduction. 

15563.  Did  you  consider  its  operation  here  advantageous  to  the  community  ? — Not 
in  Charlottetown. 

15564.  What  was  the  dijfficulty  :  in  what  way  was  it  not  advantageous? — Those 
who  wanted  drink  could  get  as  much  as  they  wanted  all  the  time.  It  was  no  prohibi- 
tion of  the  drink  traffic. 

15565.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  charaicter  of  liquor  that  was  sold  ? — I  suppose 
in  some  places  it  would  be  pretty  good,  and  in  other  places  not  so  good. 

15566.  Have  you  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  the  state  of  affairs  after  the  law 
was  repealed  1 — Yes. 

15567.  And  up  to  the  time  the  new  police  regulation  came  into  force? — Yes. 

15568.  Which  do  you  think  was  the  preferable  state  ? — I  think  under  the  new 
police  regulation. 

15569.  But  in  the  interim  ? — I  do  not  think  there  was  any  appreciable  increase  in 
the  amount  of  drunkenness. 

15570.  Things  went  on  as  they  had  been  going,  but  liquors  were  sold  more  openly  ? 
— Certainly. 

15571.  But  you  have  been  able  to  observe  a  good  eflfect  from  the  new  police  regu- 
lation % — I  think  so. 

15572.  Taking  the  police  regulation,  with  its  beneficial  effects,  do  you  think  it 
would  be  better  in  its  present  shape,  or  connected  with  a  license  ? — I  think  a  license 
system  properly  carried  out  would  be  the  best  of  all. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

15573.  Why  do  you  prefer  license  ? — Because  the  whole  of  the  liquor  traffic  would 
be  put  under  proper  police  supervision,  which  it  cannot  be  now. 

15574.  Is  it  not  under  police  supervision  now  ? — To  a  certain  extent. 

15575.  Would  it  be  to  a  greater  extent  under  a  license  system  ? — I  think  it  would 
be. 

15576.  In  what  respects  ? — The  City  Council  would  have  the  granting  of  licenses 
and  could  make  regulations. 

15577.  I  understand  the  police  regulation  limits  the  hours  in  the  morning  and  at 
night  and  from  Saturday  night  to  Monday  morning.  Would  a  license  system  be  likely 
to  restrict  the  trade  more  than  that? — It  would  depend  upon  the  character  of  the 
license  system. 

15578.  Is  it  desirable  to  restrict  the  trade  more  than  that? — I  think  that  is  restric- 
tion enough. 

15579.  Then  the  license  system,  from  your  point  of  view,  would  not  be  advan- 
tageous?— I  think  that  is  restriction  enough.  I  think  that  is  as  much  restriction  as  is 
carried  on  under  ordinary  circumstances  anywhere. 

15580.  So  no  more  restrictions  are  needed  around  the  trade  than  are  put  now,  the 
present  police  regulations  are  enough  ? — Well,  there  is  the  shortening  of  hours. 

15581.  What  is  the  advftntage  of  shortening  the  hours? — I  suppose  that  a  less 
quantity  would  be  drunk  in  the  course  of  a  day. 

15582.  Is  it  desirable  that  a  less  quantity  should  be  drunk  ? — As  far  as  Char- 
lottetown is  concerned,  I  do  not  think  there  is  much  drunkenness,  and  it  compares  very 
favourably  with  other  cities  in  the  Dominion. 

15583.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  more  or  less  drunkenness  if  there  Vere  morcf 
restrictions  ? — I  think  the  more  restrictions  you  have,  the  less  drunkenness. 
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15584.  If  more  restrictions  were  adopted,  would  there  be  less  drunkenness  ?— That 
depends.     Those  that  drink  might  want  to   drink  a  greater  quantity  in  a  shorter  time. 

15585.  The  restrictions  of  the  Scott  Act  did  not  prevent  the  drinking? — I  do  not 
think  any  legal  restrictions  will  prevent  it,  except  total  prohibition. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

15586.  How  long  have  you  lived  here? — Thirty-five  years. 

15587.  Do  you  recollect  anything  about  the  time  before  the  Scott  Act?— ^es. 

15588.  Do  you  recollect  whether  under  the  old  license  law  there  was  more  drink- 
ing in  Charlottetown  ? — I  think  there  was  more  than  there  is  now. 

15589.  Do  you  recollect  when  licenses  were  issued  by  a  Commission,  after  the  old 
license  period  ? — I  scarcely  remember  the  time  to  which  you  refer. 

15590.  Do  you  recollect  clearly  the  Scott  Act  period? — Yes. 

15591.  Was  the  law  generally  regarded  or  generally  disregarded  by  the  peopled— 
I  think  it  was  generally  disregarded. 

15592.  You  think  a  license  law  would  be  better  than  the  present  system  ?— Yes,  if 
properly  carried  out. 

15593.  There  would  be  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  places,  and  more  surveillance 
over  the  trade  ? — Exactly. 

15594.  Was  the  repeal  of  the  Scott  Act  due  to  apathy  on  the  part  of  the  people,  or 
to  the  experience  of  the  years  that  it  had  been  in  operation  ? — I  think  it  was  due  to  the 
experience  of  the  people  of  its  working  for  10  or  12  years,  and  they  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  any  other  system  would  be  preferable. 

15595.  Even  free  sale? — Even  free  rum,  as  far  as  Charlottetown  is  concerned. 

15596.  Do  you  know  anything  about  other  parts  of  the  Island? — I  have  travelled 
extensively  through  the  Island,  and  attended  the  County  Court  during  the  last  three  or 
four  years. 

15597.  What  is  your  experience  ? — I  do  not  think  there  is  much  drunkenness  in 
the  country  districts. 

15598.  Your  experience  is  that  the  Scott  Act  is  more  easily  worked  in  the  country 
districts  ? — Yes. 

15599.  What  about  Summerside  ? — I  do  not  know  much  about  that 

15600.  What  places  do  you  know  about? — Georgetown,  and  Souris,  and  Alberton. 

15601.  What  about  Alberton? — There  was  not  much  drunkenness  in  Alberton. 

15602.  Was  the  law  fairly  well  enforced  there  ? — It  is  about  two  years  since  I  was 
there. 

15603.  What  was  the  condition  of  afOsiirs  two  years  ago? — I  do  not  think  there 
was  much  drunkenness. 

t^  15604.  Was  there  any  place  where  liquor  was  sold  ? — I  do  not  know. 

^""     1 5605.  What  about  Georgetown  ? — About  the  same  state  of  afiOairs. 

r*   '    15606.  Are  there  any  unlicensed  places  in  those  towns  ? — There  is  no  such  thing  as 

license  in  the  Island.     There  was  liquor  sold  in  those  places,  I  was  given  to  understand. 

The  last  time  I  was  in  Georgetown  I  was  told  so, 

15607.  You  were  not  engaged  to  defend  anybody? — No,  I  was  not  then. 

1 5608.  You  do  not  know  yourself  whether  liquor  was  sold.  You  have  only  been 
told  so  ? — I  have  been  told  so.     I  know  there  was  a  prosecution  there  for  selling  liquor. 

£i/  Mr.  Gigault  : 

15609.  You  believe,  as  to  Charlottetown,  that  the  present  system  favours  tem- 
perance more  than  the  Scott  Act  did  ? — I  think  it  favours  the  cause  of  temperance 
more  than  the  Scott  Act  did.  # 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

15610.  Does  the  Scott  Act  do  good  where  it  is  enforced? — I  think  it  does. 

15611.  Do  you  think  that  a  prohibitory  law,  if  it  were  well  enforced,  would  do 
good  ? — I  think  it  would. 

James  H.  Reddin. 
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By  Mr.  Clarke : 

15612.  Having  the  experience  of  Charlottetown,  do  you  think  a  general  prohibi- 
tory law  could  be  enforced  in  Charlottetown  ? — I  do  not  think  it  would  be  possible. 

15613.  Or  in  St.  John,  or  in  Halifax? — I  do  not  think  a  general  prohibitory  law 
could  be  enforced  in  any  of  those  places. 

15614.  It  might  in  the  rural  districts'? — It  might 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

15615.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  Island,  do  the  people  of  those  districts  go  to 
the  towns  and  villages  to  get  liquor,  and  carry  it  home  with  them  ? — They  go  there 
because  it  is  their  market  town. 

15616.  Do  they  get  liquor  and  carry  it  home  with  them? — I  suppose  some  of 
them  do. 

15617.  Has  the  construction  of  the  railway  had  anything  to  do  with  the  disappear- 
ance of  those  post  road  houses  ? — It  would  to  a  considerable  extent,  because  the  traffic 
has  no  occasion  to  pass  those  houses. 

15618.  Have  you  heard  of  any  cases  where  licensed  liquor  houses  aided  unlicensed 
sellers  by  supplying  them  with  liquor  to  sell  illegally  ? — I  never  did. 


ROBERT  ANGUS,,  of  Charlottletown,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : — 
By  Judge  McDmwld : 

15619.  What  is  your  occupation  or  calling  ? — Manager  of  the  Telephone  Company, 

15620.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Charlottetown? — I  have  been  permanently 
here  since  1882.     I  was  first  acquainted  with  the  Island  in  1880. 

15621.  Do  you  travel  much  through  the  Island  ? — Yes. 

15622.  Was  the  Scott  Act  in  force  in  1880?— It  did  not  come  in  force  till  1881. 

15623.  Have  you  seen  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  in  Charlottetown  and  the 
<5ountry  districts  ? — ^Yes. 

15624.  How  have  you  found  it  succeed  ? — I  think  it  has  done  away  with  drinking 
in  the  rural  districts  almost  altogether. 

15625.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  the  people  in  the  rural  districts  pro- 
cure liquor  in  the  towns  and  villages  ? — They  will  no  doubt  in  the  towns. 

15626.  And  carry  it  home  with  them? — They  may. 

15627.  Have  you  seen  an  increase  in  the  sobriety  of  the  people? — Yes,  I  have. 

15628.  Is  there  any  other  organization  of  a  temperance  character  than  the  Sons  of 
Temperance  ? — Yes,  the  Good  Templars,  who  occupy  King's  County  principally.      ^ 

15629.  In  Charlottetown,  how  did  you  find  the  Act  observed  ? — The  Act  was 
observed  for  a  short  time.  It  has  been  observed  more  or  less.  Sometimes  the  Council 
would  be  in  favour  of  its  being  observed,  and  the  drinking  would  decrease,  and  the 
diminish.  At  other  times  the  Council  or  the  authorities  would  not  favour  it,  and  the 
liquor  business  would  expand. 

15630.  The  Chief  of  Police  said  there  were  up  to  200  persons  selling  liquor  during  the 
Scott  Act? — There  was  a  Council  elected  in  1878  or  1879  in  favour  of  the  enforcement 
of  the  Scott  Act.  They  appointed  an  official  prosecutor,  and  the  Act  was  well  enforced. 
The  next  year  he  was  dismissed,  and  a  prosecutor  was  appointed  at  $10  per  annum,  and 
for  a  year  after  that  the  law  was  not  enforced  at  all.  Very  little  attempt  was  made  to 
enforce  it.  Then  private  individuals  subscribed  and  obtained  a  prosecutor,  after  which 
it  was  fairly  enforced. 

15631.  Did  you  hear  the  evidence  of  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate? — Yes. 

15632.  He  said  that  when  there  were  243  convictions  there  were  probably  not  that 
number  selling  in  the  city  ? — I  did  not  think  the  Stipendiary  said  that.  Those  were 
first  offences  extending  over  nine  years. 
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15633.  Did  you  understand  the  Chief  of  Polide  to  say  that  upwards  of  200  were 
selling  1 — I  was  not  in  when  he  gave  his  evidence.  ^ 

15634.  We  were  told  to-day  that  a  count  has  been  made  and  75  will  cover  the 
number  of  places  under  the  police  regulations  ? — I  do  not  know  what  places  have  gone 
out  of  the  business.     I  think  probably  that  would  be  about  the  number. 

15635.  Do  you  know  any  ? — I  do  not  know,  although  I  have  kept  track  of  the 
liquor  business. 

15636.  Do  you  think  75  places  can  be  needed  to  supply  the  wishes  of  those  who 
use  liquor? — I  do  not  think  they  can  be  required. 

15637.  Do  you  prefer  the  present  system  to  the  Scott  Act  1 — No. 

15638.  You  would  rather  have  the  Scott  Act  as  it  was  in  Charlottetown,  than  Uie 
present  system  ? — When  it  was  properly  enforced. 

15639.  But  when  it  was  not  enforced  :  would  you  rather  have  that  or  the  present 
system  1 — The  present  system  enforced  to  the  Scott  Act  not  enforced  ? 

15640.  Would  you  prefer  the  present  regulation  or  a  license  system,  when  the 
number  of  places  would  be  limited,  say  to  20  ? — I  would  not  consent  to  a  license  system 
at  any  time. 

15641.  Would  you  prefer  Charlottetown,  as  it  was  under  the  Scott  Act orundo' 
the  present  system,  to  a  license  law  ? — I  would. 

15642.  As  a  matter  of  principle? — Yes.  I  would  not  like  to  see  the  State  take 
money  for  the  sale  of  liquor.  I  think  when  the  State  becomes  interested  in  the  business, 
it  will  continue  in  the  business. 

15643.  Suppose  the  State  did  not  ask  for  the  license  fee ;  if  it  said :  You  may  sell, 
but  you  must  sell  with  open  windows  and  doors  and  with  counters  of  a  certain  height, 
and  you  must  not  sell  to  minors.  Suppose  the  State  said  :  We  will  not  ask  any  income, 
but  you  must  take  a  license,  and  there  must  be  only  20  licenses  in  Charlottetown  W 
would  rather  there  were  only  twenty  selling. 

15644.  Would  you  rather  that  the  State  or  the  Municipality  should  license  the  20 
under  the  police  regulation,  or  that  the  State  should  be  entirely  free  from  it  I— That  is 
without  accepting  any  license  fee.  The  present  law  does  not  license  the  traflSc,  but  says, 
if  you  are  going  to  sell,  you  must  sell  under  certain  regulations. 

15645.  It  regulates  the  trade  ? — It  does  not  say  you  may  sell. 

15646.  It  protects  it  by  saying  if  you  do  so  and  so  you  may  sell,  and  if  you  do  not 
you  must  not  sell  ? — Yes. 

15647.  If  it  did  that  and  limited  the  number,  would  you  support  that  system  in 
preference  to  the  present  system  ? — Yes,  I  would. 

15648.  Even  though  it  meant  a  license  ? — Yes,  so  long  as  there  was  no  revenue  de- 
rived from  it. 

£t/  Mr,  Clarke  : 

15649.  Do  you  think,  then,  it  is  better  for  the  ratepayers  to  pay  the  sum  necessary 
to  maintain  the  police  force  than  to  get  a  license  and  pay  the  police  from  that  fund  r— 
I  think  it  better  not  to  take  money  from  the  parties  selling  the  liquor. 

15650-51.  Better  to  leave  it  as  it  is  ? — ^Yes.  I  think  the  other  has  a  demoraliziDg 
effect  on  the  community. 

15652.  Has  this  a  better  effect  than  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  would  prefer  the  Scott  Act 
enforced,  that  is  as  far  as  we  can  have  it  enforced. 

15653.  In  what  years  was  it  enforced  1 — I  do  not  remember.  When  we  had  a  paid 
prosecutor  for  three  or  four  years,  it  was  very  well  enforced. 

15654.  Do  you  remember  what  years  those  were  ? — Part  of  1890. 

15655.  Part  of  1889  ?— I  think  there  was  very  little  enforcement  then,  but  I  am 
not  sure  about  the  date. 

15656.  Was  there  any  enforcement  in  1891  ?— In  1891  the  law  was  repealed,  and 
there  was  free  liquor. 

15657.  Did  you  hear  the  evidence  of  the  Chief  Constable  as  to  the  number  of  places 
selling  under  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  was  not  in. 

15658.  Did  you  hear  the  evidence  of  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate  ^Yes. 
Robert  Angus.  ^ 
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15659.  And  notwithstanding  the  condition  of  affairs  then,  you  prefer  that  condi- 
tion to  a  license  system  ? — I  do  not  think  there  was  that  condition  of  affairs.  If  there 
were  200  people  selling,  they  must  have  sold  much  less  each.  I  drive  a  good  deal  over 
the  country  and  come  in  during  the  evening  often,  and  in  the  last  eight  or  nine  years 
you  have  been  pretty  safe  not  to  meet  drunken  people  driving  out.  In  the  first  two 
years  I  was  here  you  would  meet  lots  of  them,  and  I  notice  now  they  are  becoming  very 
frequent  again.  Under  the  Scott  Act  you  would  find  very  little  of  that ;  very  few 
drunken  people  going  home  on  market  days  for  instance. 

By  Rev.  Br,  McLeod : 

15660.  Has  the  Scott  Act  done  any  good  in  Charlottetown  ?- —I  believe  it  has. 

15661.  In  what  way? — That  it  has  educated  the  people  to  take  a  step  further  for 
prohibition. 

15662.  Was  the  difference  as  to  people  going  home  from  market  drunk  called 
by  the  Scott  Act? — I  think  so.  The  country  people  were  afraid  to  go  into  those 
places. 

15663.  What  prevented  the  better  and  steadier  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act? — It 
depended  upon  the  City  Council,  who  had  the  control  of  the  prosecutor.  If  they 
wanted  the  law  enforced,  it  was  enforced.     If  they  did  not,  it  was  not. 

15664.  As  the  composition  of  the  Council  changed,  so  did  the  enforcement  of  the 
Act?— Yes. 

15665.  But  you  think  that  the  law,  when  enforced,  as  it  was  possible  to  enforce 
it,  did  good  ? — I  think  so,  certainly. 

15666.  Have  you  thought  of  a  more  general  prohibition,  say  the  prohibition  of  the 
manufacture  and  importation  ?  If  you  have,  do  you  believe  it  would  be  better  than  the 
Scott  Act  ? — I  believe  so.  A  great  many  who  do  not  believe  in  the  Scott  Act  say, 
Keep  liquor  out  of  the  country,  and  it  will  be  all  right. 

15667.  They  believe  that  the  Scott  Act  is  only  partial  and  object  to  that,  but 
would  not  object  to  the  prohibition  of  the  importation  of  liquor  ? — They  would  not 
object.     They  say  so. 

15668.  Suppose  there  were  a  general  prohibitory  la^^v,  have  you  thought  whether  or 
not  brewers  and  distillers  ought  to  be  compensated  for  any  loss  they  might  be  supposed 
to  sustain  by  prohibition  ? — I  would  hardly  like  to  answer  that  question.  We  have  all 
got  to  take  the  effects  of  the  law.     Any  of  our  businesses  may  be  affected  by  the  law. 

15669.  You  do  not  think  they  should  be  compensated? — I  do  not  think  I  would 
object  to  pay  my  share  to  get  rid  of  them. 

15670.  You  think  the  people  of  late  years  got  less  liquor  in  town  in  consequence 
of  the  Scott  Act.  Was  it  more  difficult  for  people  in  the  country  to  buy  liquor  here 
from  illicit  sellers  under  the  Scott  Act  than  it  was  for  people  around  the  town  ? — I  think 
it  was  a  great  deal  more  difficult  for  people  around  town  to  buy  it  also ;  people  did  not 
<jare  about  going  into  those  places,  because  they  were  liable  to  be  subpcenaed  and  called 
upon  to  tell  the  truth. 

15671.  Were  they  careful  about  selling  to  people  who  would  tell  the  truth? — Very 
K'areful. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

15672.  Do  you  know  anything  about  office  drinking  and  bedroom  drinking? — I 
do  not. 

15673.  Whether  it  increased  during  the  Scott  Act  period  or  not? — I  do  not  know. 

15674.  You  said  the  Scott  Act  was  an  educator,  and  that  was  a  step  forward? — 
Yes,  I  think  so. 

15675.  Do  you  think  repealing  the  Act  was  a  step  forward  or  backward  ? — I  think 
a  great  many  people  who  were  dissatisfied,  either  refrained  from  voting  or  voted  against 
it,  they  being  of  the  opinion  that  the  Act  had  not  been  enforced  and  could  not  be 
enforced. 

15676.  The  Legislature  gave  authority  for  the  appointment  of  Inspectors  outside 
of  the  city  ? — Yes ;  I  know  they  have  appointed  prosecutors  under  the  Act. 
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Why  did  they  not  do  so  for  the  city  of  Charlottetown  1 — They  thought  the 
v^ith  Summerside,  the  only  separate  municipalities,  could  do  it  themselvee. 
8  under  the  Provincial  Government  except  those  two  municipalities. 
Was  any  effort  made  by  the  temperance  people  to  get  an  Inspector  ap- 
^as  it  shown  to  the  Legislature  that  during  some  years  the  anti-Scott  Act 
1  power  and  some  years  the  Scott  Act  party  were  in  power,  and  thatefibrte 
e  Act  were  spasmodic,  but  that  if  the  Legislature  insisted  on  the  appointr 
Qade,  the  law  could  be  enforced  1 — The  Local  Legislature  were  not  appealed 

Do  you  know  the  reason  why  ? — I  do  not  know  if  they  had  jurisdiction.   I 
part  of  the  duty  of  the  civic  government  to  pay  the  police  authorities, 
[am  speaking  not  of  the  police  authorities,  but  I  am  speaking  of  the  offid&I 
[  do  not  know  of  any  steps  having  been  taken.     I  do  not  think  that  thej 
isures. 

[  want  to  know  why  that  condition  of  affairs  was  not  pointed  out  to  the 
and  why  the  representatives  of  the  people  did  not  seek  legislation  in  order 
e  Act  1 — I  think  there  might  have  been  more  done  in  that  direction  than 

Judge  McDonald : 

Have  you  ever  been  in  any  community  when  the  Scott  Act  was  submitted 
1 — It  was  voted  on  here. 
Were  you  here  when  that  occurred  1 — Yes. 

Were  there  people  here  who  would  not  vote  for  it,  but  who  would  vote  for 
law  ?— Yes. 

Why,  then,  will  not  the  people  vote  for  local  prohibition  when  a  measure 
if  that  is  the  general  sentiment  1 — I  think  some  parties  are  sincere  in  that ; 
man  in  liquor  tells  you  he  will  go  for  prohibition,  you  are  apt  to  think  it  is 
he  case. 

omission  adjourned. 


EiT  Angus. 
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Charlottetown,  August  20th,  1892. 
The  Royal  Commission  met  this  day  at  10  a.m.,  Judge  McDonald  presiding. 

Present : 
Mr.  K  F.  Clarke.  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod.  Mr.  G.  A.  Gigault. 


BENJAMIN  DA  VIES,  of  Charlottetown,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

15686.  What  is  your  business  or  calling  1 — I  am  a  retired  merchant.  I  was  form- 
erly connected  with  the  Prince  Edward  Island  Railway  for  many  years. 

15687.  Have  you  always  lived  in  Charlottetown  ?-— Yes. 

15688.  Then  you  have  known  Charlottetown  under  license  law,  under  Scott  Act, 
and  under  what  is  known  as  free  sale  of  liquor  ? — I  have,  and  I  knew  the  town  before 
that  time. 

15689.  Have  there  been  any  changes  in  the  customs  of  the  people  within  your 
memory  in  regard  to  their  drinking  habits  ? — I  do  not  think  there  has  been  any  very 
great  change. 

15690.  Do  you  think  there  is  as  much  drinking  now  as  there  was  25  years  ago?-* 
I  do  not  think  there  is  in  proportion  to  the  population  :  I  am  sure  of  it.  The  popula- 
tion at  that  time  was  not  much  more  than  haJf  what  it  is  now. 

15691.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  decrease  of  drunkenness? — I  think  to  the 
temperance  societies,  the  moral  suasion  of  the  clergy,  and  moreover  the  intelligence  and 
education  of  the  people  have  materially  improved. 

15692.  The  social  customs  have  changed  to  a  considerable  extent  ? — Yes. 

15693.  Can  you  speak  in  regard  to  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  while  it  was  in 
force  ?     Did  it  suppress  drunkenness  ? — I  do  not  think  it  did. 

15694.  Do  you  think  it  had  any  marked  effect  first,  within  the  city  ? — I  do  not 
think  so. 

15695.  Did  it  in  the  rural  districts? — It  did  in  the  rural  districts. 

15696.  I  suppose,  from  your  connection  with  the  railway,  you  would  be  acquainted 
with  the  rural  districts  ? — Yes. 

15697.  What  do  you  think  of  the  present  arrangement,  by  which  liquors  are 
allowed  to  be  sold,  but  certain  restrictions  are  placed  upon  the  people  who  sell — I  refer 
to  the  new  law  ? — I  think  it  seems  to  work  pretty  well.     I  do  not  see  any  difference. 

15698.  Would  you  prefer  it  to  the  Scott  Act? — The  Scott  Act  would  be  very  good, 
if  carried  out,  but  I  believe  it  can  never  be  carried  out.     This  law  works  very  well  now, 

15699.  Do  you  prefer  it  to  the  Scott  Act?— I  think  I  do. 

15700.  Which  would  you  rather  have,  the  present  system  or  a  license  law,  limiting 
the  number  of  persons,  and  with  certain  restrictions  that  this  new  law  possesses,  placed' 
upon  them  ? — I  think  a  limitation  of  the  number  of  licenses  would  be  an  advantage,  and 
there  should  be  a  good  high  license  fee. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

15701.  You  have  been  a  merchant,  I  believe? — I  have  been  a  merchant  for  about 
50  years. 
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15702.  Have  you  noticed  how  the  liquor  traffic  affects  general  business,  whether 
beneficially  or  injuriously  ? — I  cannot  say.  I  do  not  think  it  has  affected  other  businees 
largely. 

15703.  Neitherfor  goodnorfor  ill?— No. 

15704.  Have  you  noticed  how  it  affects  the  farming  interest? — It  had  no  effect  on 
the  farming  interest,  except  that  the  farmers  were  allowed  to  say  whether  they  would 
have  a  public  house  in  the  district  or  not. 

15705.  What  did  they  say  1 — They  decided  against  them  and  shut  them  up. 

15706.  That  law  was  superseded  by  the  Scott  Act,  and  afterwards  the  houses  were 
opened  again  1 — Yes. 

15707.  Would  it  beneficially  affect  the  interests  of  merchants  if  the  liquor  trade 
were  closed  up  ;  in  the  city,  for  instance  ?— I  do  not  think  it  would. 

15708.  Would  it  injuriously  affect  them  ? — I  should  not  think  so. 

15709.  Would  it  affect  the  merchants  either  way? — I  do  not  think  so.  It  would 
affect  the  liquor  sellers,  of  course. 

15710.  Do  you  think  that  if  the  liquor  business  was  closed  up,  it  would  interfere 
with  the  trade  of  the  merchants  at  all  ? — I  do  not  think  it  would. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

15711.  Was  there  a  marked  decrease  in  drunkenness  during  the  time  theSoott 
Act  was  the  law  ? — I  cannot  say  there  was  ;  I  do  not  think  there  was.  There  was  a 
decrease  in  the  country,  but  not  in  the  town. 

15712.  The  Act,  then,  seems  to  have  worked  fairly  well  in  the  country  districts, 
but  not  in  the  cities  ? — Quite  so. 

15713.  Could  you  suggest  any  amendments  to  the  Act  with  a  view  to  ma.kmgit 
more  workable  in  the  cities  ? — I  do  not  think  so.  I  think  the  law  causes  a  great  deal  of 
false  swearing.  Where  the  people  are  prohibited  from  taking  what  they  desire,  they  take 
too  much  of  it,  when  they  have  the  chance  to  get  it.  That  is  the  way  the  effect  is  bad 
When  people  do  not  take  liquor  for  three  months  and  they  get  a  bottle,  they  want  to 
see  the  bottom  of  it ;  and  so  they  go  home  drunk. 

15714.  Was  that  the  effect  on  the  country  people  ? — Yes,  on  the  country  people 
who  came  into  the  city. 

15715.  They  came  into  the  city  and  got  a  bottle  ? — Yes,  and  this  was  during  the 
Scott  Act  time. 

15716.  Or  at  other  times  ? — Yes,  at  any  time  at  all. 

15717.  Ha\je  you  noticed  any  increase  in  drunkenness  during  the  free  rum  eral— 
I  have  not. 

15718.  You  think  the  present  arrangement  will  work  well;  that  is,  the  police 
supervision  and  regulation  ?— I  cannot  say. 

15719.  Would  you  prefer  a  license  system  ? — I  think  a  license  system  would  be 
better. 

15720.  Would  you  favour  a  prohibitory  law  for  the  whole  Dominion? — I  would 
favour  it  if  I  thought  it  would  be  carried  out. 

15721.  Do  you  think  it  could  be  carried  out? — I  do  not  think  it  could. 

By  Mr,  Gigatdt : 

15722.  Under  the  Scott  Act,  was  liquor  sold  freely  in  this  town? — Yes. 

15723.  As  freely  as  now,  or  more  freely  ? — Quite  as  freely,  if  not  more  so.  When 
you  saw  a  cabbage  at  the  door  and  a  bottle  in  the  window,  you  could  get  a  glass  of 
whisky  there  when  you  wanted  it. 

15724.  So  it  was  a  notorious  fact  that  liquors  were  sold  freely  in  this  town  under 
tte  Scott  Act  ? — It  was.  i 

15725.  From  the  results  obtained,  does  the  present  system  favour  the  cause  of 
temperance  more  than  the  Scott  Act  ?— I  cannot  say  that  it  does. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

15726.  You  have  said  that  the  Act  had  a  better  effect  in  the  country  than  in  the 
town?— The  Scott  Act  had. 

Benjamin  Davies. 
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15727.  Was  that  because  it  was  better  enforced  in  the  country  ? — I  do  not  know ; 
I  can  hardly  say.     It  had  a  better  effect  in  the  country  ;  there  is  no  doubt  about  that. 

15728.  Do  you  think  it  was  better  enforced  in  the  country? — Yes.  I  think  there 
is  a  better  class  of  people  aiding  the  Act  there  than  in  the  town. 

15729.  Do  you  think  if  the  Act  had  been  as  well  enforced  in  the  town,  it  would 
have  done  some  good  ? — I  do  not  know. 

15730.  I  mean  the  same  as  it  was  enforced  in  the  country  ? — It  was  as  well  enforced 
for  a  short  time. 

15731.  What  makes  the  difference  between  its  enforcement  in  the  town  and  the 
country  ? — The  difference  is  this :  I  believe  a  better  class  of  people  in  the  country  aided 
the  clergy  in  enforcing  the  Act,  and  in  shutting  up  the  houses  that  sold  liquor.  The 
Magistrates  did  so. 

15732.  Did  the  better  class  of  people  in  the  town  favour  the  Act? — They  did  not 
,  take  a  very  active  part  in  it.     I  did  not  for  one.* 

15733.  What  class  of  people  in  the  town  were  in  favour  of  the  Act? — Some  of  the 
politicians  favoured  it  a  little  for  the  sake  of  votes  when  elections  came  on.  And  the 
temperance  men  favoured  it,  and  a  great  many  good  men  who  believed  it  was  going  to 
do  good.  They  favoured  it,  and  they  would  have  enforced  it  if  they  could.  They  would 
not  allow  any  one  to  drink  anything  if  they  could  avoid  it,  because  it  would  injure  a 
man's  system,  and  all  that. 

15734.  What  do  you  think  about  it  ? — It  is  a  very  foolish  idea.  I  do  not  believe  in 
prohibiting  a  man  from  taking  a  drink  if  he  wants  it.  Sometimes  they  want  it  in  cold 
weather.  From  my  experience,  if  a  man  has  got  cold  and  wet  and  is  not  near  a  house 
at  the  time,  a  glass  of  liquor  may  save  his  life. 

15735.  You  think  the  people  get  cold  and  wet  in  winter? — Travellers  do. 

15736.  Then  if  the  Scott  Act  was  enforced  in  the  country,  was  it  not  a  bad  thing 
instead  of  a  good  thing  ? — No  doubt,  liquor  is  good,  if  not  taken  to  excess.  Every  one 
is  satisfied  as  to  that. 

15737.  Do  you  believe  a  prohibitory  law,  if  well  enforced,  would  do  some  good, 
taking  the  province  all  over  ? — Of  course,  if  you  could  carry  it  out,  a  prohibitory  law  on 
the  whole  might  do  some  good.  I  would  hesitate  to  give  an  opinion  as  to  whether  it 
would  do  good  or  not.  I  believe  liquor  moderately  used  is  beneficial.  If  I  said  a  pro- 
hibitory law  would  do  good,  I  would  not  be  speaking  my  sentiments. 

15738.  You  do  not  think  it  would  do  good? — No,  it  could  not  be  carried  out. 

15739.  Yet  you  say  the  prohibition  under  the  Scott  Act  did  some  good  in  the 
country  ? — Yes. 

15740.  Do  you  think  the  people  in  the  country  need  more  protection  against  the 
drink  trade  than  people  in  the  cities  ? — Yes.  When  the  people  come  in  from  the  country, 
they  generally  drink  pretty  freely ;  that  is,  so  far  as  my  observation  has  gone. 

By  Jiidge  McDonald : 

15741.  Do  you  suppose  they  ever  take  liquor  back  with  them  to  their  homes  in  the 
country  when  leaving  town  ? — Of  course,  some  people  will  take  home  a  bottle  or  two. 
But  the  people  are  generally  very  temperate  class  on  the  Island,  and  I  do  not  believe 
there  are  more  temperate  people  in  the  world. 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

1 5742.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  quality  of  the  liquor  sold  during  the  time 
of  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  do  not.     I  believe  the  quality  was  not  good. 

1 5743.  Was  there  poorer  liquor  before  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force  than  during  that 
time  ? — It  was  better  than  it  is  now,  that  is,  before  the  Scott  Act. 

15744.  Has  there  been  any  improvement  since  the  era  of  free  rum? — I  cannot  say, 
I  am  not  aware  of  any. 
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SAMUEL  C.  NASH,  of  Charlottetown,  Collector  of  Inland  Revenue,  on  being 
duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

15745.  How  long  have  you  held  the  position  of  Collector  of  Inland  Revenue  at  this 
port?— Since  July,  1873. 

15746.  Then  you  came  in  with  Confederation? — I  came  in  with  Confederation, 
from  Halifax. 

15747.  In  the  discharge  of  your  duties,  have  you  anything  to  do  with  liquors t— 
We  have  all  to  do  with  domestic  liquors  sent  here  in  bond,  or  duty  paid. 

15748.  Are  there  any  sent  that  way  ? — Yes. 

15749.  A  large  quantity  1 — Yes.     The  quantity  varies  in  different  years. 

15750.  Where  does  it  principally  come  from? — From  Toronto,  HaUfax,  Belleville, 
Windsor  and  St.  John. 

15751.  That  from  Windsor,  I  suppose,  is  from  the  Walker  distillery  ? — Yes. 

15752.  And  that  from  Belleville  from  Corby's  distillery  ?~Yes. 

15753.  And  that  from  Toronto  from  Gk>oderham  &  Worts's  distillery? — Yes. 

15754.  And  that  from  Halifax  from  McDougaJUs,  and  that  from  St  John  from 
Jones's  ? — Yes. 

15755.  And  do  you  obtain  any  from  Montreal  ? — No.  From  no  Montreal  distil- 
lery, but  some  from  the  wholesale  dealers  occasionally. 

15756.  Does  any  come  here  from  Europe? — ^We  would  not  have  anything  to  do 
with  that.     It  would  go  into  the  Customs. 

'  15757.  You  say  some  liquors  come  to  you  from  Montreal  from  wholesale  men?— 
Yes. 

,  15758.  Can  you  give  the  Commission  a  statement  of  the  quantity  year  by  year  for 
some  years,  and  the  quantities  that  have  been  brought  in  ? — Yes  ;  but  not  separately. 
I  can  give  you  a  statement  showing  the  amount  of  proof  gallons  for  each  year  received 
at  Charlottetown,  in  bond  or  duty  paid,  but  I  could  not  tell  you  the  distilleries  it  came 
from.  The  record  I  have  here  is  imperfect,  because  all  our  records  between  1873  and 
1884  were  burnt  in  a  fire  that  consumed  our  public  buildings,  and  I  could  only  take  the 
first  two  years  of  that  period  from  records  I  had.  The  other  figures  are  taken  from 
the  official  books.     [Appendix  No.  18.] 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

15759.  There  was  a  large  increase  in  1891  ? — The  duty  went  up  in  1891,  and 
anticipating  that  rise,  large  quantities  of  liquors  were  removed  here.  That^  of  course, 
would  lessen  the  quantity  for  1892. 

15760.  You  mean  a  large  quantity  was  removed  from  bond  ? — Yes. 

15761.  What  kinds  of  liquors  were  those  ? — Principally;  rye  whisky. 

By  Mr.  Gigault  : 

15762.  There  are  no  wines  in  this  statement  ? — No  wines. 

15763.  No  ales? — We  have  nothing  to  do  with  ale,  except  ale  made  here.  There  is 
no  ale  removed  in  bond.  Whatever  ale  comes  here  from  other  divisions  is  just  sold- 
There  is  no  duty  on  it.  The  duty  is  on  the  malt  from  which  the  ale  is  made,  or  on 
other  material. 

15764.  Is  there  a  brewery  here  ? — Yes. 

15765.  When  was  that  brewery  established? — It  was  established  before  I  came 
here. 

15766.  Did  it  run  while  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force  ? — It  hfis  run  ever  since  it  was 
established. 

15767.  In  this  city  ? — It  is  outside  of  the  city. 

15768.  Is  it  in  the  county  ? — It  is  in  my  own  division. 

15769.  In  a  county  where  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force  ? — Yes.  I  am  not  sure  but 
that  it  is  within  the  city  limits. 

Samuel  C.  Nash. 
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15770.  Could  you  give  the  Commission  the  quantity  of  aJe  or  beer  that  was  manu- 
factured in.  that  brewery  1 — Yes. 

15771.  Have  you  a  statement  with  respect  to  that  ? — Yes. 

15772.  Will  you  please  read  it? — It  commences  with  1884.     [Appendix  No.  19.] 

By  Mr,  Gigavlt : 

15773.  Do  you  think  the  increase  or  decrease  in  duty  on  beer  had  any  effect  on 
the  consumption  ? — There  is  no  duty  on  beer,  except  on  the  malt  from  which  it  is  made. 
It  does  not  seem  to  have  lessened  the  quantity  manufactured. 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

15774.  In  making  a  Scott  Act  average,  what  years  did  you  take? — All  the  years 
previous  to  1890. 

15775.  And  did  you  include  in  the  year's  average  the  year  1891 1 — Yes. 

15776.  In  that  year,  on  account  of  the  rise  in  duty,  there  was  six  times  as  much 
taken  out  of  bond  as  in  1890? — Very  likely.  There  was  a  large  quantity  taken  out  in 
anticipation  of  the  rise. 

15777.  Do  you  recollect  whether  the  quantity  taken  out  of  bond  during  the  Scott 
Act  years  was  greater  or  less  ? — I  do  not  recollect. 

15778.  Where  is  this  liquor  sold? — In  Charlottetown.  It  all  ct>mes  here,  and  I 
presume  the  largest  quantity  is  sold  here. 

15779.  Does  much  liquor  come  into  the  Customs  from  the  old  country  and  other 
places  ? — I  could  only  make  a  guess  at  that. 

15780.  What  do  you  think  ? — I  think  a  large  quantity  comes  in. 

15781.  As  a  citizen  of  Charlottetown,  what  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  effect  of  the 
operation  of  the  Scott  Act  ?  Did  it  reduce  drunkenness  and  drinking  ?^— From  obser- 
vation I  have  only  this  to  state,  that  during  the  years  the  Scott  Act  was  in  operation 
at  Charlottetown,  I  lived  out  of  the  city  on  a  very  quiet  road,  and,  of  course,  I  saw 
nothing  of  drunkenness.  There  are  no  liquor  shops  in  the  country  in  that  direction. 
During  the  last  two  y^ars  I  have  lived  in  the  town,  and  on  one  of  the  most  public 
thoroughfares,  and  I  fail  to  see  any  difference  in  regard  to  the  travelling  public.  They 
are  steady,  sober  people.  The  only  drunken  people  are  some  strangers  and  roughs  about 
town. 

15782.  Then,  in  your  opinion,  the  great  majority  of  the  people  are  temperate? — I 
think  so  from  my  observation. 

15783.  You  cannot  see  any  difference  between  the  condition  of  the  people  between 
the  two  periods  ? — No.  On  a  fair  day,  or  some  special  day  on  which  there  is  some- 
thing extra,  there  is  a  little  more  license  and  liberty. 

15784.  Was  there  any  difficulty  in  procuring  liquor  during  the  time  the  Scott  Act 
was  in  force  ? — I  do  not  think  those  who  wanted  to  drink  had  any  trouble  in  getting  it. 

1 5785.  Do  you  believe  the  law  was  violated  and  that  there  was  dereliction  of  duty 
on  the  part  of  the  authorities  ? — They  found  themselves  unsupported  by  public  opinion, 
and  they  thought  the  people  would  be  better  pleased  if  they  did  not  carry  out  the  law 
too  strictly.  The  main  reason  why  they  did  not  carry  out  the  law  was  that  they  got 
nothing  for  it. 

15786.  Were  they  not  paid  by  the  municipality  to  enforce  the  law  properly  ? — The 
law  was  not  supported  by  public  opinion.  However,  I  am  only  giving  an  opinion  on 
tiie  matter,  and  I  do  not  pretend  to  know. 

15787.  The  law  now  in  force  is  a  special  enactment  for  Charlottetown,  I  believe? 
Are  the  police  officers  specially  bound  to  enforce  the  law  ? — Yes. 

15788.  Do  you  think  a  law  of  this  kind  can  be  enforced? — Do  you  mean  that  it 
would  prevent  drunkenness  ? 

15789.  Yes?— No. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

15790.  You  have  said  you  did  not  think  a  prohibitory  law  could  be  enforced ; 
please  say  why  ? — So  long  as  liquor  is  allowed  in  the  country,  you  cannot  certainly  prohibit 
the  drinking  of  it. 
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15791.  Suppose  there  was  a  law  prohibiting  the  importation  and  manufactnre  of 
liquor  for  beverage  purposes,  could  not  that  law  be  enforced  ? — Publicly  I  believe  it 
could,  privately  I  believe  it  would  be  violated. 

15792.  What  do  you  mean  by  that  answer? — There  would  be  illicit  distilling  and 
manufacturing  would  go  on.     There  is  now  that  business,  without  a  prohibitory  law. 

15793.  Is  there  illicit  distilling? — Yes,  in  every  province  in  the  Dominion. 

15794.  Is  there  any  on  this*  Island? — Yes. 

15795.  That  comes  under  your  supervision  as  an  Inland  Revenue  officer,  does  it 
not  ? — Yes,  and  we  have  arrested  five  or  six  illicit  distillers  at  various  times. 

15796.  Do  you  succeed  in  breaking  up  the  business  ? — When  I  find  a  man,  I  have 
him  put  in  jail. 

15797.  Does  that  check  the  business? — It  does  for  a  time. 

15798.  Suppose  you  made  no  attempt  to  break  up  the  illicit  distilleries,  do  joq 
think  they  would  continue  ? — Certainly. 

15799.  Then  the  fact  that  you  do  enforce  the  law  against  illicit  distillers  keeps 
them  in  check  ? — Only  while  the  fear  of  the  law  lasts. 

15800.  Do  you  believe  the  fear  of  the  law  has  a  good  effect  ? — It  has  a  good  effect 
at  the  time  of  punishment.     It  has  no  permanent  effect. 

15801.  Do  you  think  if  it  has  no  permanent  effect,  it  would  be  well  to  repeal  that 
part  of  the  law  ? — Yes. 

15802.  And  leave  everybody  to  distil  as  they  pleased? — Yes,  I  certainly  think  sa 
It  is  a  useless  law  that  cannot  be  enforced,  and  is  continually  violated. 

15803.  So,  because  there  is  illicit  distilling  in  violation  of  the  law,  would  you  remove 
the  law  against  illicit  distilling  and  let  everybody  proceed  with  it  ? — That  is  hardly  the 
position  I  take.  My  view  is  this :  if  you  want  to  stop  drinking,  you  will  have  to  stop 
distilling.  If  a  man  can  get  drink,  and  is  inclined  to  take  it,  he  will  certainly  drinL 
If  he  cannot  get  it  from  a  licensed  distiller,  he  will  take  it  from  an  unlicensed  one. 

15804.  You  say  you  cannot  stop  drinking  without  stopping  the  distilling t— I 
think  not. 

15805.  You  cannot  stop  distilling  except  you  can  check  it? — You  can  check  it 
We  do  regulate  it  as  far  as  we  can.  Whenever  we  have  information  of  an  illicit  still, 
we  go  and  break  it  up. 

15806.  Do  those  illicit  stills  spring  up  again? — They  do. 

15807.  Would  you  for  that  reason  think  it  well  to  repeal  the  law  that  interferes 
with  them  ? — No,  I  would  not  repeal  the  law. 

15808.  Do  you  think  it  is  a  good  thing  to  keep  on  the  statute-book  a  law  against 
illicit  distiUing  ? — There  are  very  few  of  them,  but  still  there  are  snfficient  to  require 
the  law  to  operate  against  them. 

15809.  If  there  was  no  law  against  them,  would  there  be  many  more  illicit  stills  ? 
— If  every  man  were  free  to  distil  as  he  pleased,  very  likely  there  would  be  more. 

15810.  If  there  was  a  multiplication  of  distillers,  would  there  be  an  increase  of 
drinking  ? — Very,  likely. 

15811.  You  think  that  a  prohibitory  law  could  not  be  enforced  because  there  are 
people  who  are  determined  to  buy  liquor  ?--I  think  so. 

15812.  Do  you  think  that  is  a  reason  why  there  should  be  no  prohibitory  law,  be- 
cause there  are  people  who  are  determined  to  violate  it? — I  think  a  law  that  cannot  be 
enforced  had  better  be  abrogated. 

15813.  You  have  said  that  the  law  against  distilling  is  not  enforced  absolutely  f— 
It  is  enforced. 

15814.  You  have  said  there  is  illicit  distilling  in  violation  of  the  law?— Yes. 

15815.  Admitting  that  there  would  be  illicit  sale  and  illicit  distilling  under  a  pro- 
hibitory law,  is  that  a  reason  why  there  should  be  no  prohibitory  law  ? — I  did  not  say 
there  should  be  no  prohibitory  law.  The  idea  was,  that  a  prohibitory  law,  so  long  as 
liquor  can  be  had,  will  not  prevent  drinking. 

15816.  Is  that  a  reason  why  a  prohibitory  law  would  be  a  failure,  because  there 
would  be  some  violations  of  the  law  ? — If  violations  of  a  law  make  a  law  a  failure, 
that  establishes  the  failure  of  the  law. 
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15817.  Js  the  law  against  distilling  a  failure? — There  is  no  law  against  distilling  ; 
only  against  illicit  distilling. 

15818.  Because  there  are  illicit  stills  in  the  Island,  and  there  is  a  law  declaring 
that  there  shall  be  no  illicit  distilling  here,  is  the  law  in  that  regard  a  failure  ? — It  is  a 
failure  so  far  as  suppressing  them  entirely. 

15819.  Is  a  law  a  failure  because  it  does  not  suppress  entirely  any  thing  against 
which  it  is  enacted  1 — No,  it  is  not. 

15820.  Would  a  prohibitory  law  be  a  failure  if  it  did  not  absolutely  prohibit  the 
drink  trade  1 — I  think  it  would. 

15821.  That  is  to  say,  the  law  against  illicit  distilling  is  not  a  failure,  although  it  is 
violated  ;  but  a  law  against  the  drink  traffic  as  a  whole  would  be  a  failure  if  it  were 
violated  I — ^Yes,  that  is  my  opinion. 

15822.  Violated  in  any  degree? — Yes. 

15823.  Does  most  of  the  liquor  imported  come  in  bond  ? — Seven-eighths  of  it  comes 
in  bond. 

15824.  Does  your  district  cover  the  whole  of  the  Island? — Yes. 

By  Judge  McDonald: 

15825.  You  have  spoken  of  illicit  stills ;  have  you  reason  to  believe  that  if  licensed 
distilleries  were  closed,  and  the  manufacture  prohibited,  there  would  be  more  of  those 
illicit  stills  ? — I  think  there  would  be  ;  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  so.  If  they  coxild 
hope  to  operate  without  being  found,  I  think  the  number  woxild  increase. 

15826.  Do  you  believe  there  would  be  smuggling  ? — Smuggling  does  not  come  within 
our  province.  It  is  under  the  Customs.  I  believe  there  is  a  great  deal  of  smuggling 
as  it  is. 

By  Mr,  Claa-ke : 

15827.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  quantity  of  liquor  that  comes  in  by 
express  ? — I  hardly  understand  the  term  "  express." 

15828.  Have  you  any  knowledge  whether,  during  the  time  the  Scott  Act  was  in 
force,  quantities  of  liquor  came  in  packages  from  Halifax  and  St.  John  for  family  and 
domestic  use  ? — All  I  know  about  it  is  what  I  learned  from  reports. 

15829.  What  have  you  heard  by  report  in  that  regard  ? — Nothing  but  what  I  have 
learned  from  evidence  given  before  the  court.  I  think  during  the  duration  of  the  Scott 
Act  quantities  of  single  packages  of  spirits  came  here  for  various  parties,  the  duty  on 
which  was  collected  under  what  was  called  duty-paid  permits. 

15830.  Can  you  give  the  Commission  any  information  respecting  those  packages  ? — 
No,  I  could  not. 

15831.  Does  this  statement  include  them  ? — Yes,  but  not  all  of  them  ;  only  the  per- 
mits which  have  reached  my  hand.  Some  get  astray,  and  some  are  never  handed  in, 
and  some  are  suppressed. 

15832.  When  was  the  Scott  Act  repealed?— I  think  in  the  fall  of  1890. 

15833.  This  enormous  quantity  taken  out  in  1891,  after  the  Scott  Act  was  repealed, 
was,  you  say,  in  anticipation  of  higher  duties? — Yes,  the  duty  was  raised  in  June,,  18  90. 

15834.  That  accounts  for  the  large  quantity,  7,783  gallons  ? — Yes. 

By  Mr,  Gigault  : 

15835.  You  spoke  of  the  revenue  laws,  which  are  sometimes  violated.  They  are 
only  violated  occasionally,  I  believe,  on  the  Island  ? — During  20  years  we  have  had,  I 
think,  only  three  violations. 

15836.  When  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force,  was  it  openly,  continuously  and  flagrantly 
violated  ? — I  believe  it  was. 

15837.  Is  there  not  any  distinction  to  be  made  between  a  law  which  is  openly, 
continuously  and  flagrantly  violated,  and  a  law  which  is  violated  only  occasionally  ? — 
Certainly,  I  should  say  so.  If  public  opinion  had  supported  the  Scott  Act,  it  would  not 
have  been  so  flagrantly  violated. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


614  ROYAL   COMMISSION   ON  THE   LIQUOR  TRAFFIC. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

J  15838.  Would  you  prefer  a  license  law  to  the  present  free  trade,  or  to  theSoott 

Act  ?— If  liquor  must  be  had  and  must  be  sold,  the  better  way  would  be  to  regulate  the 
sale  of  it.  / 

15839.  You  think  it  would  be  better  regulated  under  a  license  law  than  in  any 
other  way  ? — I  have  thought  so. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod  : 

15840.  Do  you  remember  the  license  law  on  the  Island? — I  cannot  say  that  I  do. 
I  had  nothing  to  do  with  it  officially. 

15841.  Then  you  do  not  remember  the  state  of  things  under  the  license  lav, 
whether  there  was  more  or  less  drinking  than  there  is  now  1 — No,  I  cannot  say  that  I 
do.  I  lived  out  of  town  in  those  years,  and  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  took  particular 
notice  one  way  or  the  other. 

15842.  Do  you  know  the  population  of  the  Island  ? — It  is  something  over  104,000. 

15843.  I  think  you  said  that  26,094  gallons  of  spirits  have  been  brought  in,  and 
that  seven-eighths  of  it  all  came  in  bond  1 — I  think  about  that  quantity. 

15844.  So  that  adding  one-eighth  to  the  amount  would  show  the  total  quantity 
used  on  the  Island  1 — No.     The  26,094  gaUons  is  the  quantity  on  which  duty  was  paid. 

15845.  Do  you  think  that  is  about  seven-eighths  of  all  that  came  in  1 — No. 

15846.  Will  you  please  state  it  over  again  ? — I  think  the  quantity  put  down  in  the 
average  statement  is  about  seven-eighths  of  all  I  got  information  about  There  is  a 
quantity  that  comes  in  of  which  I  know  nothing. 

15847.  Have  you  any  idea  of  that  quantity? — No.  Perhaps  two  or  three  casks, 
say  200  or  300  gallons  a  year,  but  I  really  do  not  know  :  that  is  only  a  guess. 

15848.  You  do  not  know  what  is  the  average  quantity  of  spirits,  per  head,  used  in 
the  Island  during  a  year  1 — I  could  have  given  you  that  information  if  I  had  known  yon 
wanted  it,  for  it  is  published  in  our  annual  report. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

15849.  During  how  many  years  was  the  Scott  Act  the  law  in  the  Island  i— During 
three  terms,  or  a  total  period  of  nine  years. 

15850.  Was  the  Scott  Act  in  force  over  the  rest  of  the  Island  ? — Yes. 

15851.  Then  there  was  virtually  prohibition  in  the  whole  of  the  province  ?— Yes, 
in  regard  to  the  selling  of  liquor.     Under  the  law  there  was  what  were  called  vendors. 

15852.  They  sold,  I  suppose,  for  medicinal,  mechanical  and  sacramental  purposes  t 
—Yes. 

15853.  And,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  there  was  a  law  prohibiting  the  sale, 
except  for  medicinal  purposes,  the  quantities  you  have  stated  were  sold  during  those 
years  in  the  Island  1 — Those  quantities  came  in.  I  do  not  know  about  the  sale.  I  only 
know  they  were  removed  here  in  bond. 

15854.  Would  it  be  probable  they  would  be  taken  from  bond  and  sold  somewhere 
else  outside  of  the  Island  ? — I  have  never  known  it  to  happen  except  once. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

15855.  You  understand  that  the  Scott  Act  does  not  prohibit  the  importation  of 
liquor  1 — Yes. 

15856.  It  only  prohibits  the  sale?— Yes. 

15857.  It  prohibits  neither  importation  nor  manufacture  ? — No. 

15858.  It  does  not  prohibit  the  brewery  located  here  1 — No. 

15859.  It  does  not  prohibit  the  manufacture  going  on? — No. 

15860.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  brewery  continuing  does  not  prove  that  the  Scott 
was  not  enforced,  and  it  is  not  also  true  that  the  fact  that  all  these  liquors  were  im- 
ported does  not  prove  that  the  Scott  Act  was  not  enforced,  for  the  Scott  Act  deals  only 
with  the  sale  ? — Yes. 
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By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

15861.  What  was  done  with  all  the  liquor  imported  and  taken  out  of  bond  ? — I 
think  the  majority  went  down  the  red  lane. 

15862.  In  other  words,  it  was  consumed? — Yes. 

15863.  And  on  the  island  I—-!  think  so. 

15864.  What  became  of  the  beer  manufactured  here  ? — I  never  knew  it  to  be  sent 
away,  not  officially. 

15865.  Would  you  conclude,  from  your  knowledge,  that  the  beer  and  spirits  were 
consumed  on  the  Island  ? — I  do  not  know  it,  but  I  think  so.  There  was  no  beer  sent 
away  through  the  office,  and  there  was  only  one  lot  of  spirits  sent  through  the  office  in 
my  time. 

By  Mr,  Gigavlt : 

15866.  The  liquors  sent  through  your  office  were  directed  to  people  on  the  Island  ? 
— They  were. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod : 

15867.  The  annual  quantity  of  35,693  gallons  is  mentioned  in  the  statement.  The 
population  of  the  Island  is  about  108,000  ;  that  gives  an  average  of  about  one-third  of 
a  gallon  per  head  of  the  population.  Do  you  know  whether  that  is  an  increase  or  de- 
crease, comparing  ten  years  with  ten  years  previously  ? — That  cannot  be  correct.  There 
is  more  beer  than  that  drunk  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  Island.  It  is  nearer  two  gallons 
per  head  than  one-third  of  a  gallon. 

15868.  Does  the  beer  made  here  come  under  your  supervision  1 — ^Yes,  entirely. 

1 5869.  Is  all  the  beer  that  appears  in  that  statement  manufactured  in  the  other 
provinces  of  Canada  and  here  ? — The  only  beer  that  I  know  abou^  is  the  beer  made  here, 
but  I  know  that  more  beer  comes  in  here  than  is  made  here. 

15870.  Then  all  you  know  officially  is  what  is  made  here,  and  that  is  35,693 
gallons  ? — Yes.     Hundreds  of  casks  come  in  here  during  the  summer  months. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

15871.  All  for  consumption  in  the  Island  ? — Yes.  Most  of  it  comes  from  Montreal, 
but  some  comes  from  Hajifax. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

15872.  Do  you  know  how  much  comes  here? — I  only  know  that  the  year  before 
last  a  complete  statement  was  obtained  of  the  ships'  entries,  and  the  quantities  received 
exceeded  the  quantity  made  here.  It  was  a  statement  I  made  up  for  one  of  the  news- 
papers here,  and  I  tlunk  it  was  correct. 

15873.  If  as  much  is  imported  as  is  made  here,  the  consumption  would  be  two- 
thirds  of  a  gallon  per  head  ? — Yes. 

15874.  And  if  more,  it  might  run  up  to  one  gallon  per  head  of  the  population. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  average  consumption  of  the  Dominion  per  head  is  three  gallons. 
So  the  Island  consumption  is  considerably  less  than  the  average? — I  do  not  know 
further  about  the  matter  except  from  the  report  I  have  here. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

15875.  You  do  not  mention  in  your  statement  that  there  is  other  ale? — English 
ale  comes  in.     The  quantity  I  give  is  the  quantity  made  on  the  Island. 

15876.  Therefore  the  statement  is  not  warranted  that  the  Island  uses  less  than 
other  places? — I  made  no  such  statement. 

By  Mr.  Gigavlt : 

15877.  You  have  spoken  of  a  statement  you  published  in  a  newspaper? — ^Yes. 

15878.  Could  you  supply  the  Commission  with  that  statement  ? — No,  I  do  not  think 
I  could.     It  was  published  in  the  interests  of  the  Scott  Act  party. 
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15879.  What  was  the  statement? — It  was  a  statement  of  quantities  of  liquor  im- 
ported at  the  Inland  Revenue  Office  during  the  Scott  Act  years,  and  the  quantities 
taken  out  for  consumption  during  the  same  years.  It  was  published  during  one  of  the 
Scott  Act  elections,  I  do  not  remember  which. 

By  Mr.  Cla/rke : 

15880.  Can  people  purchase  liquor  for  their  own  use  in  St.  John  and  Halifax  and 
bring  it  in  here  without  the  Customs  department  or  the  Inland  Revenue  department 
being  aware  of  the  fact  1 — Yes,  if  is  out  of  bond. 

15881.  Have  you  any  means  of  ascertaining  how  much  would  be  brought  in  in  that 
way  ? — We  would  have,  because  every  cask  is  supposed  to  be  accompanied  by  a  permit 

15881a.  Official  statistics  would  not  be  any  indication  of  the  quantity  purchased  by 
the  people  of  the  Island  for  domestic  use  ? — Only  if  in  bond. 

By  Jvdge  McDonaM : 

15882.  Do  we  understand  that  in  case  of  a  person  sending  an  order  from  here  to  a 
Halifax  wine^ merchant  for  wines  and  ales  for  domestic  consumption  delivered,  the  del- 
ivery would  be  known  only  to  the  person  in  charge  ? — If  he  desired  it  to  be  so. 

15883.  So  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  goods  from  being  brought  in  byany  ca^ 
rier  1 — No,  and  there  is  a  steamer  running  between  here  and  Halifax,  and  also  two  or 
three  different  lines  between  here  and  ports  in  Nova  Scotia. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

15884-85.  As  a  rule,  does  liquor  come  in  here  in  bond,  or  duty-paid? — Seven-eij 
of  the  liquor  that  comes  to  my  office  comes  in  bond. 


EDWIN  S.  BLANCHARD,  M.D.,  Superintendent  of  the  Hospital  for  the  Insane, 
Charlottetown,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

15886.  How  long  have  you  held  the  position  of  Superintendent  of  the  Asjluml— 
Eighteen  years. 

15867.  Have  you  many  lunatics  in  charge  at  present  1 — We  have  about  140. 

15888.  What  are  the  proportions,  male  and  female  1 — They  are  about  evenly 
divided. 

15889.  Are  you  in  a  position  to  state  the  causes  that  produce  the  lunacy?—!  have 
my  own  statistics,  but  I  would  not  declare  them  to  be  in  any  way  exact. 

15890.  What  is  the  total  percentage  of  cases  in  which  the  cause  is  drunkenness  ^- 
A  very  small  percentage.     I  should  not  suppose  much  over  5  per  cent,  if  that. 

15891.  Have  you  any  knowledge  as  to  whether  any  of  the  cases  are  indirectly 
caused  by  drunkenness,  but  still  to  such  an  extent  that  it  can  be  traced  1— It  is  difficult 
to  do  that  here.  I  have  no  doubt  there  are  quite  a  number  of  cases  caused  indirectly 
by  drink  ;  more,  in  fact,  than  are  caused  directly,  probably. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

15892.  Has  there  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  patients  treated  by  you  during 
the  past  ten  or  fifteen  years  ? — Yes. 

15893.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  increase? — We  have  increased  hospital  ac- 
commodation.    I  think  that  is  really  the  reason. 

15894.  The  change  in  drinking  habits  has  nothing  to  do  with  it  ?— It  would  not  be 
perceptible  with  us. 

15895.  Would  it  in  one  way  or  the  other  ? — I  think  not. 

15896.  Did  you  see  the  statement  of  Dr.  Reid,  of  Halifax,  N.S.  ?— I  think  I  ^^f 
have  seen  it  in  one  of  the  Halifax  newspapers. 

Samuel  C.  Nash. 
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15897. 'Do  you  know  anything  about  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — No,  only  by 
hearsay. 

15898.  What  is  the  general  opinion  respecting  it  here  ? — The  general  opinion  here 
is  that  it  was  very  ineffective. 

15899.  To  what  was  its  inefficiency  attributable? — I  could  not  say.  There  seems 
to  have  been  no  trouble  about  getting  anything  wanted  in  the  shape  of  liquor. 

15900.  Do  you,  as  a  medical  practitioner,  know  anything  about  the  quality  of 
hquor  sold,  as  to  its  effects  on  those  who  drank  it  1 — No,  I  cannot  say  that  I  do. 

15901.  Do  you  not  know  anything  about  it] — Liquoi'S  ordered  by  medical  men 
from  druggists  are,  as  a  rule,  pretty  good. 

15902.  Much  better  than  those  sold  at  other  places?  —Very  much  better. 

15903.  Did  you  notice,  as  a  citizen  or  resident  of  Charlottetown,  a  decrease  of 
drunkenness  on  the  streets  during  the  time  the  Scott  Act  prevailed  ?— No,  I  do  not 
think  I  observed  any  difference. 

15904.  Have  you  noticed  any  increase  in  drunkenness  since  the  Scott  Act  was 
abolished? — ^I  really  think  I  have. 

15905.  Do  you  attribute  that  to  the  relaxation  since  the  Scott  Act  period  ? — I  do 
not  know  to  what  to  attribute  it ;  but  for  a  good  many  months,  and  certainly  during 
the  summer,  there  has  been  a  great  deal  more  drinking  than  previously. 

15906.  Do  you  attribute  that  to  free  rum  ? — Yes.  It  was  virtually  free  rum  during 
the  S<jott  Act. 

15907.  Then  the  increase  is  not  due  to  the  abolition  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — No  ;  it 
only  just  happened  during  the  summer.  I  certainly  saw  a  great  deal  of  it  during  the 
summer  months. 

15908.  Do  you  approve  of  the  present  plan  of  restriction  by  police  surveillance 
only  ? — Not  altogether. 

15909.  What  would  you  favour,  the  re-enactment  of  the  Scott  Act,  or  the  present 
system,  or  the  enforcement  of  a  rigid  license  law  ? — I  would  rather  have  a  rigid  license 
law  than  either  the  Scott  Act  or  free  sale. 

15910.  You  have  had  experience  of  the  Scott  Act  and  of  free  rum,  and  you  prefer 
the  license  law  ? — I  do. 

15911.  From  your  experience  as  to  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  here,  do  you 
think  a  general  prohibitory  law  could  be  enforced  ?— I  think  it  would  be  very  difficult 
to  enforce  a  prohibitory  law  in  the  Island,  probably  more  difficult  than  in  any  oth^r 
province. 

15912.  Why? — The  smuggling  all  along  the  coast  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to 
prevent. 

15913.  Was  there  more  smuggling  when  the  whole  Island  was  under  the  Scott  Act  ? 
— I  have  no  idea  at  all. 

15914.  In  regard  to  the  statements  which  you  obtain  from  relatives  or  friends  of 
those  who  are  to  be  admitted  as  inmates  of  an  institution,  are  the  replies  always 
reliable  ? — Very  often  not. 

15915.  Dr.  Reid,  the  Superintendent  of  the  Nova  Scotia  Hospital,  says  that  those 
statements  as  to  drunkenness,  &c.,  are  utterly  unreliable  1 — The  statistics  are  unreliable. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

15916.  You  agree  with  others  that  alcoholism  is  the  exciting  cause  in  only  a 
small  percentage  of  cases  ? — That  is,  the  immediate  exciting  cause. 

15917.  Do  you  know  to  what  extent  the  use  of  alcohol  is  the  predisposing  cause  ? 
— I  do  not  know.  I  have  no  personal  knowledge,  but  I  can  only  judge  from  reading. 
There  is  no  question  that  the  children  of  drinkers,  so  it  is  said,  are  very  subject  to 
nervous  diseases  of  different  forms. 

15918.  You  think  the  drinking  habits  of  parents  have  the  effect  of  predisposing 
their  children  to  insanity  ? — Yes,  different  forms  of  nei-vous  disease  ;  insanity  to  a  very 
great  extent. 

15919.  Do  you  Chink  the  prohibition  of  the  drink  trade  and  the  drink  habit  would 
ultimately  have  a  good  effect  on  the  health,  mentally  and  physically,  of  the  people  ? — 
True  prohibition  would  be  of  immense  benefit. 
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15920.  As  to  the  difficulty  in  Prince  Edward  Island,  is  it  because  you  have  so 
rauoh  coast  line  1 — Yes. 

15921.  Do  you  believe  that  a  prohibitory  law^  that  is  the  prohibition  for  beverage 
purposes  of  the  manufacture  and  importation  as  well  as  the  sale,  would  be  as  wdl 
enforced  as  the  partial  prohibition  we  have  had  under  the  Scott  Act  ?-  -I  should  think 
it  would  be  better  enforced. 

15922.  There  are  difficulties  in  preventing  the  sale  when  the  manufacture  and 
importation  are  permitted,  which  would  not  occur  if  they  were  prohibited  ? — Yes. 

By  Mr.  Gigault  : 

15923.  Do  you,  as  a  physician,  consider  the  use  of  wine  useful  ? — In  the  treatment 
of  certain  diseases,  yes. 

15924.  Is  alcohol  useful  ? — Yes,  more  so  than  wine. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

15925.  Is  there  less  insanity  in  Maine,  where  there  is  prohibition,  than  in  other 
States  where  there  is  none  ? — ^I  should  say  there  is  no  difference.  The  question  is 
whether  the  system  has  so  long  and  so  faithfully  worked  as  to  bring  about  a  different 
state  of  thing!*. 

15926.  It  is  very  much  like  the  Soott  Act? — I  think  the  manufacture  is  prohibited 
in  Maine.  There  are  different  parts  where  the  proportion  of  insanity  is  greater  than  in 
others.     In  the  Eastern  States  the  percentage  is  very  high. 

15927.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  possible  to  enforce  a  prohibitory  law  in  the  whole 
Dominion  ? — I  could  not  answer  that  question.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  possible  to 
enforce  it  in  the  Island. 

15928.  Does  the  moderate  use  of  liquor  interfere  with  or  prejudice  the  health  of  a 
person  1 — I  think  after  a  man  reaches  a  certain  age,  the  moderate  use  of  wine  is  benefi- 
cial ;  when  a  man  has  reached  the  time  of  life  when  he  is  going  down  hill. 

15929.  Take  the  workman  who  drinks  two  glasses  of  ale  a  day,  or  people  who 
take  a  glass  of  wine  at  dinner,  who  have  not  reached  that  age,  say  from  twenty-two  op, 
does  that  injure  men  ordinarily  ? — No  ;  I  do  not  think  two  or  three  glasses  of  beer  or  of 
wine  would  injure  any  ordinarily  strong  man  at  all.     The  trouble  is  to  keep  them  to  it 

15930.  Is  the  use  of  tobacco  injurious? — In  certain  cases,  yes;  in  certain  casee,  na 

15931.  Would  you  answer  the  same  question  in  regard  to  liquor  in  the  same  way  \ 
— It  would  not  be  quite  the  same  answer  that  I  would  give. 

15932.  Would  it  be  advantageous  if  the  use  of  tobacco  were  prohibited  1— Yes,  I 
think  so. 


MARK,  H.  WRIGHT,  of   Charlottetown,  manufacturer,  on  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  as  follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

15933.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Charlottetown? — Twenty-five  years. 

15934.  How  long  have  you  been  manufacturing  here  ? — About  20  years. 

15935.  What  branch  of  manufacture  ? — Furniture. 

15936.  Do  you  employ  many  men  ? — Forty-five  to  fifty. 

15937.  Have  you   found   your   business   interfered   with  by! drinking  habits  of 
employees  ? — To  a  limited  extent. 

15938.  You  have  been  in  Charlottetown  under   the  license  law,  under  the  Scott 
Act,  and  under  free  liquor  ? — Yes. 

15939.  Under  which  of  these  systems  had  you  the  least  trouble  ?— The  last  system 
has  *iot  been  long  enough  in  force  for  me  to  say. 

15940.  But  I  mean  before  the  new  police  regulation? — Yes,  there  was  free  sale  for 
one  year. 

Edwin  S.  Blanchard. 
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15941.  Taking  the  three  systems  relatively  for  the  length  of  time,  under  which 
had  you  the  most  trouble  ? — My  experience  with  workmen  has  been  that  they  have 
been  better  the  last  few  years.  I  saw  no  difference  when  liquor  was  free.  They  are 
gradually  getting  better. 

15942.  Taking  that  state  of  things  and  what  preceded  it,  would  you  rather  have 
the  restraint  on  the  traffic  by  the  police  regulation,  or  the  practical  free  sale  of  liquor  ? 
— I  do  not  approve  of  either. 

15943.  As  a  choice  between  the  two? — I  would  sooner  have  the  latter. 

15944.  Would  you  be  willing  to  have  that  restraint  further  increased  by  licenses 
being  given  to  the  people  selling  ? — No. 

15945.  Are  you  opposed  to  license? — Yes. 

15946.  As  a  principle  ? — Yes. 

15947.  Because  there  is  a  revenue  derived  from  it,  or  do  you  mean  you  would  op- 
pose any  dealing  by  the  State  with  the  traffic  1 — I  think  the  State  ought  to  prohibit  it. 

15948.  The  people  have  declared  against  prohibition  at  present,  and  the  city  has 
made  regulations  without  a  license.  Would  you  rather  have  a  license,  or  have  it  as  it 
is? — I  would  rather  have  it  as  it  is. 

15949.  Can  you  say  whether  liquor  was  sold  when  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force? — 
I  believe  it  was. 

15950.  Have  you  any  knowledge  whether  it  was  of  bad  quality  ? — I  have  no 
knowledge. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

15951.  Do  you  understand  that,  when  the  people  of  Charlottetowh  repealed  the 
Scott  Act,  they  declared  against  prohibition  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

1 5952.  Did  they  simply  declare  against  a  law  that  was  not  very  well  enforced  ? — I 
think  so. 

1 5953.  As  a  manufacturer  and  employer  of  labour,  do  you  have  any  preference  for 
total  abstainers  among  your  men  ? — Decidedly. 

15954.  Why  do  you  prefer  them  ? — They  are  more  reliable,  more  competent  at  their 
work,  and  better  workmen. 

15955.  Have  you  had  any  trouble  with  men  on  account  of  drinking? — Nothing 
serious.     We  usually  try  to  get  rid  of  excessive  drinkers. 

15956.  Men  you  would  gladly  have  retained  if  you  could  ? — Good  men  in  every 
other  way. 

15957.  But  their  drinking  made  them  unreliable? — Yes. 

15958.  Of  course  their  drinking  habits  interfered  with  their  power  to  earn 
wages  ? — Yes. 

15959.  Do  you  find  that  the  drinking  habits  of  men  not  only  lose  you  their  time, 
but  interfere  with  other  men  who  should  be  working  ? — Certainly. 

15960.  Sometimes  men  work  in  a  gang,  and  one  man's  absence  from  drink  inter- 
feres with  other  men.     Have  you  had  that  trouble  ? — Yes. 

15961.  How  much  time  in  the  course  of  a  month,  do  you  think  the  drinking  man 
will  lose  because  he  drinks  ? — I  am  not  prepared  to  say. 

15962.  Would  he  lose  three  days  a  month  ? — I  think  he  would.  It  depends  on  how 
much  drinking  he  does. 

15963.  But  the  average? — Three  days  a  month  would  be  a  low  estimate  I  think  for 
a  drinker. 

15964.  Do  you  remember  Charlottetown  under  the  old  license  law? — Yes. 

15965.  Would  you  prefer  Charlottetown  under  the  old  license  law  or  Charlotte- 
town  now  ? — Charlottetown  to-day. 

15966.  Vou  think  it  is  better  now  than  it  was  then? — Yes. 

15967.  Was  there  much  drinking  under  that  old  system  ? — Yes. 

15968.  Was  there  much  iUicit  sale  while  there  were  licenses? — I  have  no  means  of 
knowing. 

15969.  Do  you  believe,  as  a  manufacturer  and  employer  of  labour,  that  prohibition, 
well  enforced,  would  be  of  benefit  to  your  interests  and  to  other  industries  ? — Great 
benefit. 

21— 52J 


Digitized  by 


Google 


820  ROYAL   COMMISSION   ON   THE   LIQUOR  TRAFFIC. 

By  Mr.  Gigault : 

15970.  When  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force,  were  liquors  sold? — I  believe  so. 

15971.  Were  they  sold  freely  ? — Not  as  freely  as  under  a  license  law. 

15972.  As  freely  as  now? — Perhaps  as  freely.  But  you  had  to  be  posted  where 
to  go  and  how  to  get  in. 

15973.  They  were  sold  every  day? — I  think  so. 

15974.  In  many  places? — Yes. 

15975.  As  many  as  to-day  ? — I  cannot  say. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

15976.  Do  you  say  Charlotte  town  under  free  liquor  to-day  is  better  than  under  the 
license  law  ? — I  think  it  is. 

15977.  Would  that  be  an  argument  to  abolish  licenses  and  have  free  rum  all  over 
the  country  ? — No. 

15978.  Do  you  prefer  free  rum  to  license  law? — Yes. 

15979.  Why? — Because  it  is  wrong  to  license^  the  trade. 

15980.  Is  it  wrong  to  sell  liquor  under  free  trade  ? — Yes,  it  is  in  those  who  sell. 

15981.  Under  license  there  is  some  supervision  as  to  accommodation  and  the  time 
to  sell :  is  that  good  or  bad  ?  Is  it  better  to  have  inspection  and  restriction  ?— The 
restrictions  were  never  enforced  under  license. 

15982.  Was  the  trade  prohibited  under  the  Scott  Act  ? — At  times  very  largely. 

15983.  You  prefer  free  trade  in  liquor  to  a  licensed  sale  of  liquor? — Yes. 

15984.  Was  the  vote  an  expression  of  opinion  against  the  Scott  Act? — Probably 
against  the  Scott  Act,  but  not  against  prohibition  and  the  sale  of  liquor. 

15985.  What  obstacles  were  there  in  the  way  of  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act! 
— They  were  very  numerous. 

15986.  Had  the  public  sentiment  anything  to  do  with  the  non-enforcement  of  the 
Act  ? — Yes,  something.  The  first  few  years  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force  it  was  largely 
hung  up  in  the  Courts,  waiting  for  the  Judges'  decision  in  regard  to  technicalities. 

15987.  Was  there  any  other  difficulty  ? —Another  difficulty  was  in  getting  people 
to  testify  to  the  breach  of  the  law.     They  were  very  unwilling. 

15988.  Can  you  suggest  any  amendment  to  the  law  which  would  make  it  more  oper- 
ative ? — If  they  had  a  first-class  prosecutor  in  all  cases,  the  law  would  be  workable. 

15989.  Could  not  the  Council  be  trusted  with  the  appointment  of  a  first-class  pro- 
secutor ? — It  would  depend  entirely  upon  the  sentiment  of  the  Council  It  was  inde- 
pendent at  one  time,  but  at  a  later  date  the  Council  was  under  the  control  largely  of  the 
liquor  element,  and  the  prosecutor  was  dismissed. 

15990.  The  personnel  of  the  Council  was  under  the  control  of  those  who  elected  it, 
was  it  not  ? — I  suppose  so. 

15991.  Was  the  city  divided  on  the  subject? — Yes,  one  portion  was  in  favour  of  it 
and  the  other  opposed  to  it. 

15992.  Are  all  your  men  total  abstainers  ? — No,  not  all.  They  are  largely  temperate. 

15993.  Are  they  largely  total  abstainers  ? — Yes. 

15994.  What  proportion  are  moderate  users  of  liquors? — Probably  ten  per  cent. 

15995.  Do  these  men  lose  on  an  average  three  days  a  month  on  account  of  the 
moderate  use  of  liquor  ? — No,  we  would  not  keep  them  if  they  did. 

15996.  Do  you  know  any  firm  here  or  anywhere  else  that  will  keep  men  who  are 
habitually  drunk  and  lose  time  ? —  Only  when  they  are  compelled.  In  a  slack  time  those 
would  be  the  first  men  dismissed. 

15997.  Did  the  temperance  people  favour  the  repeal  of  the  Scott  Act  because  it  was 
not  a  workable  Act  ? — No,  I  believe  they  are  in  favour  of  the  Scott  Act  properly 
enforced. 

15998.  Was  it  properly  enforced  while  it  was  the  law? — Only  during  limited 
times. 

15999.  Was  the  Legislature  ever  asked  to  appoint  a  thoroughly  efficient  officer  to 
enforce  it  ? — I  do  not  know. 

Mark  H.  Wright. 
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By  Judge  McDonald : 

16000.  Do  you  know  if  any  of  the  temperance  people  voted  for  the  repeal  of  the 
Act  ? — I  am  not  prepared  to  say. 

16001.  Do  you  think  they  generally  voted  to  keep  the  Act  in  force? — Yes,  largely. 
Some  were  not  satisfied  with  it. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod  : 

16002.  Were  things  better  when  the  Act  was  enforced  than  when  it  was  more  lax  ? 
— Yes*,  I  think  so. 

16003.  What  made  the  difference  between  the  enforcement  and  the  non-enforce- 
ment ? — There  was  not  so  much  selling.     People  who  had  liquor  were  afraid  to  sell  it. 

16004.  Was  it  the  constitution  of  the  City  Council  that  brought  about  the  better 
enforcement  1 — I  think  so. 

16005.  Did  you  observe  that  when  the  City  Council  was,  what  you  would  regard, 
rightly  constituted,  the  law  was  fairly  well  enforced  1 — Yes 

16006.  Is  it  now  a  temperance  Council? — I  think  the  majority  is  that  way. 

16007.  Is  the  Council  now  attempting  to  enforce  the  police  regulation? — Very 
much  better  than  they  did  the  Scott  Act. 

16008.  Do  you  suppose,  if  the  Council  was  constituted  as  before,  with  four  illicit 
liquor  sellers  in  it,  that  body  would  attempt  to  enforce  the  police  regulation  ? — I  do 
not  think  so. 

16009.  Did  you  hear  Judge  Hodgson's  testimony  yesterday  ? — Na 

16010.  He  said  that  a  question  as  to  the  constitutionality  of  the  Act  in  Fredericton 
had  caused  long  delay  ? — Yes,  that  is  what  made  a  great  difficulty. 

By  Mr,  Clarke: 

^    16011.  How  long  was  that  appeal  pending:  five  years? — I  cannot  say. 

16012.  Three  years? — I  cannot  say. 

16013.  What  was  the  obstacle  afterwards? — I  do  not  know.  It  depended  on  the 
Council. 

16014-15.  If  the  people  here  were  in  favour  of  the  sale  of  rum,  why  did  they  not 
return  every  year  a  Council  to  support  the  action  of  the  officers.  Was  it  owing  to  a  change 
in  public  opinion  ? — I  do  not  think  so.  On  one  occasion  the  elections  were  run  entirely  on 
temperance  principles ;  then  the  temperance  people  won.  At  other  times  the  temper- 
ance question  was  out  of  sight. 

16016.  And  the  result  was  a  rum  Council? — Largely  that  way. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

16017.  Are  you  prepared  to  say  that  during  any  one  year  the  Scott  Act  was  in 
force,  there  was  a  decrease  of  drunkenness  in  this  city  % — No,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say. 

16018.  Or  less  convictions  for  drunkenness  in  any  one  of  these  years  than  in  any 
other  ? — No,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that. 

16019.  Then,  how  can  you  state  that  there  were  times  when  there  was  a  better 
enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act,  as  to  results,  when  you  cannot  say  that  ? — I  think,  while 
the  Act  was  enforced  I  saw  less  drunkenness. 
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Hon.  JOSEPH  HENSLEY,  of  Charlottetown,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
follows  : — 

-  By  Judge  McDonald  : 

1 6020.  What  position  do  you  occupy  1 — Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

16021.  How  long  have  you  been  a  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  ? — Upwards  of 
23  years. 

16022.  Do  you  remember  Charlottetown  under  the  license  law? — Yes,  under 
license  law,  Scott  Act  and  everything  up  to  the  present  time. 

1 6023.  Have  you  answered  the  questions  sent  out  by  the  Commission  ?-- Yes,  I 
sent  a  report  to  the  Commission. 

16024.  Attention  has  been  called  to  the  legal  delay  caused.  For  how  long  a 
time  was  there  delay  1 — The  only  delay  that  took  place  was  when  the  Act  first  got 
under  way,  and  the  question  was  raised  as  to  its  constitutionality ;  and  the  court  sus- 
pended giving  decisions  on  cases  until  that  was  decided.  It  was  carried  home  to 
England  for  about  one  year  and  a  half,  I  think  :  but  that  was  many  years  ago. 

16025.  The  law  was  in  force  here  for  nine  years,  so  that  for  the  last  seven  years 
of  the  Scott  Act  here  that  difficulty  was  out  of  the  way  ? — Yes,  I  think  the  Scott  Act 
was  in  force  for  more  than  nine  years.  There  were  some  other  legal  delays  as  to 
whether  a  place  was  a  city  or  a  town,  and  whether  an  election  had  been  properly  car- 
ried on,  and  those  difficulties  held  the  Act  for  another  twelve  months  probably. 

16026-7.  But  for  six  or  seven  years  there  were  none  of  those  difficulties  ?— Yes. 

16028.  And  the  enforcement  of  the  Act  in  the  court  was  vigorous? — Yes,  I  think 
so.  There  was  a  large  number  of  cases  came  up  before  the  court  on  certiorariy  but  they 
were  disposed  of  one  after  the  other. 

16029.  Have  there  been -any  recently  ? — Yes,  but  they  have  been  disposed  of  much 
more  quickly,  because  the  decision  is  vested  entirely  in  the  Judges  now  ;  but  then  there 
were  juries,  and  in  King's  County  juries  would  not  convict,  and  it  was  impossible  to 
carry  out  the  appeals  for  a  time.  ' 

16030.  Were  you  able  to  x)bserve  the  operation  of  the  Act  in  the  city? — To  a 
certain  extent.  I  think  in  the  country  generally,  that  is  in  Queen's  County  and 
Charlottetown,  after  the  Act  passed,  it  appeared  to  me  there  was  less"  drunkenness  than 
under  the  old  license  law. 

16031.  Since  the  Scott  Act  was  repealed,  what  has  been  your  observation? — I  do 
not  see  much  difference.  It  appears  to  be  about  the  same  sort  of  thing.  I  think 
public  sentiment  has  been  so  strongly  in  favour  of  temperance  of  late  years,  and  it  has 
been  taken  up  so  largely  by  societies,  such  as  the  Women's  Christian  Temperance  Union, 
and  the  family  view  has  been  urged  so  strongly,  that  there  has  been  as  much  good 
done  in  that  way  as  by  the  operation  of  the  statute. 

16032.  Do  you  find  a  great  change  in  the  habits  'of  the  people  1— Yes  ;  in  the  last 
25  or  30  years,  and  a  feeling  has  got  into  all  respectable  families  and  people  against 
the  free  use  of  wine  and  liquors. 

By  Mr.  Clarke: 

16033.  Do  you  think  that  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  tended  to  reduce 
drunkenness  and  drinking  while  it  was  the  law  ? — I  think  drunkenness  was  less,  but 
the  Scott  Act,  if  it  had  been  properly  supported,  would  have  been  more  efficient  than 
it  was.  Although  it  was  carried  at  the  election,  1  think  there  was  a  lack  of  public 
sentiment  at  the  back  of  it,  and  so  it  was  not  as  successful  as  the  promoters  hoped  it 
would  be ;  and  I  have  often  told  the  Grand  Juries  in  the  country  that  it  seemed  to  be 
very  strange  that  they  got  their  legislature  to  pass  the  law,  and  they  adopted  it,  and 
then  failed  to  enforce  it. 

16034.  There  was  no  obstacle  in  the  way  except  the  law's  delay  and  the  lack  of 
public  sympathy  ? — There  appeared  to  be  a  lack  of  assistance  and  sympathy  in  ^tting 
it  operated.  It  gave  the  idea  that  though  the  majority  carried  the  Act,  yet  they  were 
not  so  strongly  in  favour  of  it  as  appeared.     That  struck  us  very  forcibly. 

Hon.  Joseph  Hensley. 
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By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod ; 

16035.  Do  you  think  that  the  delay  which  occurred  when  the  Act  first  came  into 
force  and  the  subsequent  shorter  delays,  had  the  effect  of  disheartening  those  who  were 
interested  in  the  Act  ? — I  do  not  think  that  at  all.  It  was  after  the  constitutionality 
was  established,  and  I  do  not  think  that  had  any  effect. 

16036.  It  required  a  year  and  a  half  to  establish  the  constitutionality,  and  during 
that  time  there  was  practically  free  sale.  Would  that  have  the  effect  of  disheartening 
the  people  who  were  interested  in  its  enforcement  ? — It  might  have. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

16037.  Was  there  free  sale  1 — I  do  not  know. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

16038.  What  has  been  the  effect  of  the  law  throughout  the  province? — I  think  it 
has  been  beneficial  on  the  whole. 

16039.  You  remember  very  well  the  old  license  system.  How  did  that  operate; 
was  it  restrictive  at  all? — It  was  restrictive,  of  course;  but  there  was  a  great  deal  of 
drunkenness  existing  at  the  time,  as  there  always  is.  I  think  there  is  less  since  the 
Scott  Act  has  ceased  to  be  operated. 

1 6040.  Do  you  remember  whether  there  was  much  illicit  sale  when  there  were  licenses? 
— There  was  a  good  deal  of  illicit  sale,  but  nothing  like  the  illicit  sale  under  the  Scott  Act. 
Although  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  houses,  it  has  been  reported,  and  not 
contradicted,  that  there  were  so  many  places  where  liquor  was  sold  that  I  must  come  to 
the  conclusion  there  were  a  gretit  many,  more  selling  than  before  the  Scott  Act; 
but  I  cannot  tell  except  from  rumour  and  the  newspapers,  and  I  am  afraid  there  is  a 
good  deal  of  truth  in  it  too. 

16041.  Do  you  believe  that  the  prohibition  of  the  manufacture,  importation  and 
sale  for  beverage  purposes,  well  enforced,  would  be  of  benefit  to  the  country  at  large? — 
Yes,  if  it  could  be  enforced,  but  I  very  much  doubt  if  it  could  be. 

16042.  What  would  be  the  difficulty  ? — A  very  strong  public  sentiment  and  a  large 
majority  were  needed  at  its  back  ;  a  mere  majority  would  not  be  enough  ;  a  large 
majority  must  back  it  up  by  a  strong  public  sentiment. 

16043.  Is  public  sentiment  growing  in  that  direction? — It  is,  in  favour  of  tem- 
perance ;  but  as  to  carrying  it  out,  people  have  very  different  opinions. 

16044.  You  have  not  observed  whether  there  is  a  growing  feeling  in  favour  of  the 
prohibition  of  the  traffic  ? — I  can  hardly  say  whether  there  is  or  not. 

1604tT  Do  you  think  that  steps  taten  to  increase  the  restrictive  laws  are  an  ex- 
pression of  opinion  in  favour  of  prohibition  ? — If  the  Scott  Act  is  adopted  it  should  be 
an  indication  in  favour,  and  if  it  is  thrown  out  it  should  be  an  indication  against ;  but  if 
it  is  adopted  by  ^  small  majority  and  does  not  meet  with  the  support  of  the  people  after- 
wards, it  is  a  difficult  question  to  say  how  the  matter  works. 

16046^  Do  you  think  that  the  increasing  restriction  is  an  expression  of  the 
increasing  sentiment  of  the  people  against  the  drink  traffic  ? — Certainly.  I  think  the 
feeling  of  the  people  in  favour  of  keeping  the  drink  traffic  down  as  much  as  possible,  is 
increasing.  I  was  in  the  Legisature  many  years  ago,  and  I  brought  in  some  license  bills, 
one  in  particular  about  local  option  in  school  districts.  My  friend  the  Mayor  will  recol- 
lect the  occasion.  It  provided  for  the  adoption  of  prohibition  when  it  was  carried  by 
two-thirds  of  the  people  within  a  small  radius.  Then  you  are  sure  of  public  sympathy. 
I  thought  that  operated  very  well  while  it  was  in  force.  It  is  a  sort  of  a  small  Scott? 
Act ;  but  when  you  have  two-thirds  of  the  people  pledged,  who  live  in  sight  of  each 
other,  you  must  have  sympathetic  support. 

16047.  Take  such  a  district,  where  the  people  have  resolved  not  to  permit  the 
drink  sale,  and  suppose  the  adjoining  district  not  of  that  mind  ;  would  it  make  the  prohibi- 
tion more  difficult  ? — Of  course  it  would.  People  who  wanted  drink  would  go  over  the 
border. 

16048.  That  is  the  objection? — Yes,  to  that,  because  it  is  simply  confined  to  a 
small  radius. 
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16049.  Do  you  think  law  helps  public  sentiment? — No.  I  think  it  is  the  result 
of  public  sentiment.  Such  a  law  as  the  Scott  Act  is  the  result  of  public  sentiment 
It  is  called  for  by  public  sentiment. 

16050.  Then  does  that  law,  being  enforced,  strengthen  public  sentiment  still  morel 
— That  depends  on  whether  it  is  successfully  enforced  or  not.  I  think  that  public 
sentiment  acts  in  this  way.  Seeing  the  great  evils  of  intemperance  and  what  harm  it 
causes,  the  public  sentiment  is  in  favour  of  lessening  the  evils  and  putting  the  trade 
out  of  sight.  That  is  why  one  measure  after  another  is  adopted,  the  local  option  and 
the  Scott  Act  and  so  on,  in  the  hope  of  lessening  the  evil ;  but  there  is  a  wide  difference 
of  opinion  as  to  what  mode  of  dealing  with  it  would  be  the  most  efficient.  There  is  a 
great  difference  as  to  the  Scott  Act  and  as  to  licensing.  I  think  there  is  a  very  erron- 
eous idea  about  licensing.  If  it  were  called  restriction  instead,  it  would  be  more  correct, 
because  under  license  the  law  is  restrictive. 

16051.  Do  you  observe  whether  under  a  license  law  the  restrictive  features  are 
observed  ? — They  are  observed,  because  the  parties  are  known  and  the  police  can  visit 
them.  They  know  who  they  are,  and  rules  and  regulations  are  adopted,  as  in  Char- 
lottetown  now.  My  opinion  is  that  license  is  better  than  the  present  system.  It  is 
rather  restriction.  The  licensees  pay  a  fee  and  obey  certain  regulations,  or  their  houses 
are  shut  up. 

16052.  If  there  were  such  a  restrictive  law,  and  it  was  found  that  the  holders  of 
licenses  were  violating  the  prohibitive  sections,  such  as  those  in  regard  to  the  Sabbath 
and  selling  after  hours,  would  you  regard  that  law  as  a  failure? — No,  because  they  could 
be  prosecuted. 

16053.  If  they  were  not  prosecuted  ? — Of  course  every  law  would  be  a  failure  that 
was  not  enforced. 

16054.  Will  you  state  why  you  think  this  restrictive  law,  generally  called  a  license 
law,  would  be  better  than  the  present  system  ? — Because  I  think  it  is  more  easily  enforced 
to  begin  with,  and  it  has  also  at  the  back  of  it,  aiding  its  enforcement,  the  very  people 
who  obtain  licenses.  They  get  a  sort  of  interest  in  the  matter,  and  they  are  likely  to 
look  after  the  enforcement  of  the  law  against  outside  people  who  have  no  qualification 
to  sell.     Then  the  number  of  licenses  can  be  controlled  and  kept  within  bounds. 

16055.  When  there  was  a  license  law,  were  the  licensees  prosecuted  for  the  viola- 
tion of  the  law,  or  were  the  illicit  sellers  prosecuted  to  any  extent  ? — I  recollect  a  good 
many  prosecutions  of  the  illicit  sellers.  I  cannot  call  to  my  mind  any  against  the  par- 
ties holding  licenses,  but  I  have  no  doubt  there  were  some  who  broke  the  regulations. 
But  in  old  times  under  the  license  law,  at  every  Supreme  Court  the  Grand  Jury  were 
especially  instructed  to  bring  before  the  Supreme  Court  cases  of  improper  selling,  and 
the  Judges  sent  the  list  to  the  Magistrate,  and  tney  were  prosecuted. 

By  Mr.  Gigault  : 

1 6056.  What  would  you  say  as  to  the  effect  of  a  law  which  is  openly  and  flagrantly 
violated  every  day  1 — It  is  a  very  scandalous  state  of  things. 

16057.  Do  you  think  it  is  wise  to  maintain  a  law  which  is  openly  violated  every  day! 
— I  think  it  brings  about  a  very  immoral  state  of  public  feeling  to  see  a  law  openly  and 
constantly  violated,  and  though  enforced  now  and  then,  not  sufficiently  to  be  thoroughly 
enforced.  Under  the  Scott  Act  there  were  constant  prosecutions  and  appeals,  yet,  not- 
withstanding that,  it  was  said  the  number  of  places  where  liquor  was  sold  was  unlimited. 
That  is  not  a  satisfactory  state  of  law.  It  showed  either  the  law  was  not  efficient,  or 
that  it  was  not  being  efficiently  enforced. 

16058.  Do  you  make  a  distinction  between  a  law  constantly  violated,  and  a  law 
occasionally  violated? — Of  course,  every  law  is  occasionally  violated  ;  but  where  the 
results  are  constantly  of  that  character,  it  does  not  seem  as  if  the  law  fulfilled  its  end. 

16059.  Does  it  not  tend  to  bring  into  contempt  all  laws,  and  to  induce  lawlessness? 
— The  principal  lawlessness  is  the  fearful  amount  of  perjury  in  these  cases,  notorious 
and  evident  perjury,  and  that  is  most  demoralizing  and  causes  the  most  painful  feeling. 
It  does  a  great  deal  of  harm  to  moral  feeling  when  evidence  is  so  constantly  given  in 
such  a  way  as  it  has  been  in  my  own  experience  in  Scott  Act  cases.  I  recollect  on 
more  than  one  occasion  in  King's  County  a  most  respectable  woman  taking  the  stand  to 
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clear  her  husband,  and  swearing  in  such  a  way  that  I  had  to  order  her  down  and  say  I 
would  not  hear  her  any  more.     Otherwise,  apparently,  she  was  a  most  respectable  person. 

16060.  Do  you  think  sumptuary  laws  are  more  difficult  to  enforce  than  other 
laws  ? — Certainly  they  are,  because  any  restriction  of  a  person  in  respect  to  what  he  eats 
or  drinks  or  does,  is  of  such  a  character  that  a  great  many  people  rebel  against  that  sort 
of  thing  and  resist  it. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

16061.  Do  you  regard  the  Scott  Act  as  a  sumptuary  law  ? — Yes. 

16062.  Do  you  think  the  law  responsible  for  the  perjury  of  people? — It  ought, 
if  passed  by  a  majority  of  the  people,  to  be  a  sumptuary  law  capable  of  l^eing  enforced ; 
but  the  trouble  is  that  after  it  is  passed,  there  seems  to  be  a  lack  of  public  sentiment  to 
back  it  up. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

1 6063.  Is  it  not,  after  all,  a  species  of  class  legislation  ?  Some  people  would  be 
able  to  bring  in  liquor  in  quantity,  while  others  would  be  prohibited,  simply 
because  they  could  not  afford  to  purchase  it  in  quantity  ? — That  is  a  part  of-  the  Act 
which  causes  a  good  deal  of  feeling,  and  it  is  an  unfair  part.  I  think  prohibition 
would  be  better  than  that,  because,  I  think,  if  parties  are  not  able  to  get  liquor  from 
abroad  and  cannot  get  it  at  all,  and  at  the  same  time  the  more  wealthy  are  obtaining 
liquor,  it  is  an  unfair  position,  and  the  inile  should  apply  generally,  and  liquor  should 
not  be  imported. 

1 6064.  What  kind  of  prohibitory  measure  would  be  more  easily  enforced  ? — Pro- 
hibition would  be  more  easily  enforced  on  that  account,  because  of  its  fairness  all 
round. 

16065.  Do  you  think,  if  such  a  measure  were  submitted  to  the  people  of  Charlotte- 
town  it  would  be  adopted  ? — I  think  it  would  be  a  fair  basis  to  carry  out  the  principle 
of  temperance. 

16066.  Will  you  please  explain  how,  in  counties  where  the  Scott  Act  was  carried 
by  a  large  majority  in  some  instances,  it  has  not  been  enforced  ? — I  have  frequently 
commented  on  that  fact  in  my  charges  to  the  Grand  Jury. 

16067.  Do  you  know  anything  about  unlicensed  vendors  in  connection  with  the 
sale  of  liquor  ? — Ko. 

16068.  Do  you  know  whether  licensed  vendors  endeavoured  to  protect  themselves 
by  securing  the  punishment  of  unlicensed  sellers  ? — I  cannot  call  to  mind  particular 
cases,  but  abuses  resulted. 

16069.  W^as  the  repeal  of  the  Scott  Act,  by  the  vote  which  took  place  recently,  an 
indication  of  the  opinion  of  the  people  ? — I  cannot  undertake  to  say  what  the  reason 
of  the  repeal  of  the  Scott  Act  was,  but  I  do  not  question  it  was  from  a  lack  of  temperance 
feeling  in  the  community.  It  was  brought  about  in  this  way.  The  Act  seemed  to  be 
incapable  of  being  enforced  properly,  it  brought  about  many  unpleasant  prosecutions, 
and  a  great  deal  of  perjury  was  committed,  which  was  discreditable,  and  the  parties  in 
favour  of  the  Scott  Act  became  dispirited  and  thought  it  was  no  use  pressing  it  further. 
Something  of  that  kind  occurred,  but  I  do  hot  think  that  true  temperance  feeling  was 
any  the  less  strong,  rather  that  the  friends  of  the  Act  became  tired,  and  did  not  desire  to 
continue  the  prosecutions. 

16070.  Do  you  think,  with  the  present  state  of  public  opinion,  a  prohibitory  law 
could  be  enforced  ? — If  it  was  backed  up  by  a  large  and  very  heavy  vote,  say  two-thirds, 
perhaps  it  might  be  ;  but  it  would  require  a  very  heavy  vote  to  enable  it  to  be  enforced. 

16071.  Do  you  favour  the  enactment  of  such  a  law? — I  cannot  say  that  I  do. 

By  Judge  McDonald :  * 

16072.  Speaking  in  regard  to  your  judicial  experience :  do  you  think  drink  has 
the  effect  of  promoting  crime  ?— I  sent  a  report  to  the  Commission  the  other  day,  in 
which  I  entered  pretty  fully  into  the  cases  that  had  come  before  me  for  trial.  I 
referred  particularly  to  some  five  or  six  of  the  most  serious  murder  cases  I  have  tried, 
and  I  find  one-third,  or  two  out  of   the  six  of  the  cases  were  brought  about  by  the  use 
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of  intoxicating  liquors  ;  and  in  other  cases  about  the  same  proportion.  Four  out  of  the 
six  cases  were  not^  mixed  up  with  drink,  but  two  out  of  six  were  the  consequences  of 
drinking.     [Appendix  20.] 

16073.  Bo  you  know  whether  in  any  of  the  other  four  cases,  the  parties  were 
addicted  to  drink  in  any  degree  1 — No. 

16074.  Nor  connected  in  any  way  with  drink  ? — In  two  of  the  cases  the  people  who 
were  killed  were  drunk  at  the  time.  I  went  fully  into  those  cases,  and  pointed  out  the 
circumstances. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

16075.  The  six  cases  to  which  you  have  referred  were  all  cases  of  murder  I — Yes.  I 
may  say  this,  that  there  is  a  tremendous  majority — a  strong  body  in  the  community— 
who,  I  may  say,  are  yearning  for  a  better  state  of  things  with  respect  to  temperance 
than  exists,  and  they  are  casting  about,  and  desiring  to  get  hold  of  the  best  possible 
scheme  to  promote  temperance.  One  thinks  the  Scott  Act  will  do  this,  €uid  another  a 
license  law,  and  another  thinks  it  will  be  better  to  leave  the  traffic  as  it  is ;  but  there  is 
a  strong  feeling  in  the  community,  and  an  increasing  feeling  in  favour  of  temperance, 
and  a  desire  to  find  out  some  way  of  promoting  it ;  although  there  are  differences  of 
opinion  as  to  the  best  method,  and  as  to  which  plan  will  be  most  successful. 

16076.  Would  not  those  people  be  more  likely  to  impress  the  community  with  their 
views  if  they  faithfully  endeavoured  to  enforce  the  Scott  Act  ? — Yes. 

16077.  How  can  they  expect  to  influence  people  in  other  parts  of  the  Dorainioa 
with  their  views  if,  when  the  Scott  Act  is  adopted,  they  display  apathy  as  regards  its 
enforcement  ?  How  can  they  expect  the  people  of  other  provinces,  under  those  circum- 
stances, to  endorse  their  views  in  regard  to  the  practicability  of  a  measure  of 
prohibition  ? — Such  laws  as  are  promotive  of  temperance  are  being  enforced 
very  well  now.  I  refer  to  such  laws  as  regards  the  observance  of  the  Sab- 
bath, and  laws  of  that  class.  They  are  being  enforced  with  a  good  deal  of  vigour 
now,  and  very  successfully.  I  do  not  altogether  approve  of  the  present  Act  for  the 
regulation  of  the  liquor  traffic,  especially  in  regard  to  open  bars,  for,  in  my  opinion,  they 
will  by  and  bye  operate  very  badly.  .  Although  they  are  intended  no  doubt  to  act  benefi- 
cially by  causing  people  who  desire  to  go  in  and  drink  to  do  so  publicly,  yet,  as  I  have 
said,  I  am  much  afraid  that  by  and  bye  that  feeling  of  repugnance  to  entering  open- bars 
Vill  pass  away,  and  they  will  do  more  harm  than  good. 

16078.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  operation  of  the  law  in  New  Brunswick,  or 
Nova  Scotia  1 — No,  I  have  not. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

16079.  Have  you  considered  what  is  called  the  Gothenburg  system,  under  which 
the  State  takes  charge  of  the  sale  of  liquor,  and  allows  no  profit  to  be  made  out  of  it, 
except  such  as  passes  into  the  public  treasury  ? — No.     I  know  nothing  about  it.* 
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ARTHUR  NEWBERY,  of  Charlottetown,  Assistant  Provincial  Secretary,  on 
being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

16080.  Are  returns  mebde  to  your  office  by  what  are  called  licensed  vendors  under 
the  Scott  Act  ?— No  returns  have  been  made  to  me.  I  do  not  know  that  the  law 
requires  it,  and'  it  has  never  been  done. 

16081.  Do  you  know  how  may  licensed  vendors  there  are  in  the  Province? — At 
present  there  are  only  two  in  the  Province. 

16082.  Then,  people  hold  what  are  known  to  the  community  as  druggists*  licenses? 
— They  are  vendors  under  the  Canada  Temperance  Act. 

16083.  What  is  the  fee  paid  by  them? — $40  and  $50  respectively;  $40  is 
charged  for  the  rural  districts  and  $50  for  towns. 

16084.  Are  both  the  licensed  vendors  in  the  rural  districts? — One  is  in  Summerside 
and  the  other  on  the  county  line  between  Queen's  and  Prince. 

16085.  Have  you  any  return  made  to  your  office  of  any  kind  in  connection  with 
the  Scott  Act  or  other  liquor  law  1 — No.  The  returns  made  by  the  License  Inspectors 
are  sent  to  the  Attorney-General,  and  he  has  all  the  documents.    They  do  not  come  to  me. 

16086.  Have  you  made  any  return,  in  answer  to  the  questions  sent  by  the  Com- 
mission ? — I  have  filled  up  the  form  submitted. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

16087.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  operation  of  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  in 
Charlottetown  ?— I  do  not  think  it  has  worked  very  satisfacfx^rily. 

16088.  Do  you  think  the  reason  is  a  lack  of  temperance  feeling  on  the  part  of  the 
public  % — Not  a  lack  of  temperance  feeling,  but  a  feeling  against  the  Act. 

16089.  Have  you  notac^d  an  increase  or  decrease  in  drunkenness  since  the  repeal 
of  the  Scott  Act  ? — No,  not  yet. 

16090.  Was  there  a  decrease  in  drunkenness  during  the  time  the  Scott  Act  was 
the  law  ? — I  think  there  was. 

16091.  Was  there  any  difficulty  in  procuring  liquor  during  the  time  it  was  the 
law  1 — ^Yes,  to  those  uninitiated. 

16092.  But  the  initiated  had  no  difficulty  ?— No. 

1 6093.  Do  you  prefer  the  present  free  sale  system  to  the  license  system  ? — I  believe, 
if  a  license  law  were  properly  carried  out,  I  would  favour  it. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

16094.  Would  you  prefer  prohibition,  well  enforced,  to  a  license  law? — I  believe,  if 
it  were  properly  carried  out,  it  would  have  a  better  effect. 

16095.  Have  the  vendors  under  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  ever  been  complained 
of,  within  your  knowledge,  in  this  respect,  that  they  were  soiling  to  others  than  those 
to  whom  they  were  authorized  to  sell  ? — Yes,  repeatedly, 

16096.  Has  the  Provincial  Government  changed  the  vendors  at  any  time? — Some 
of  the  licenses  have  been  cancelled. 

1 6097.  Were  there  at  any  time  more  vendors  than  there  are  now  ? — Yes,  a  good 
many  more.  There  have  been  eight  or  nine  in  one  year  throughout  the  Island.  The 
number  has  gradually  been  reduced  to  two.  Of  course,  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  is 
not  in  force  in  Charlottetown,  and  there  were  five  of  those  vendors  here. 

16098.  There^is,  of  course,  no  necessity  for  them  here  now  that  everybody  can 
sell  ? — No  necessity  for  them  in  Charlottetown. 

16099.  And  you  say  two  only  have  licenses  now,  both  outside  of  Charlottetown? — 
Yes,  they  are  outside  of  Charlottetown.  I  file  the  following  statement  respecting 
vendors'  licenses.     [Appendix  21.] 
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WILLIAM  E.  DAWSON,  of  Charlottetown,  merchant,  on  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  as  follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

16100.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Charlottetown? — 40  years. 

16101.  Have  you  been  a  merchant  here  all  your  life  1 — I  have  been  in  businessall 
that  time. 

16102.  Then  you  have  known  Charlottetown  under  license  lai*,  the  Scott  Act,  free 
sale  and  police  regulations  ? — Yes. 

16103.  In  the  first  place,  what  opinion  have  you  of  the  working  of  the  Scott  Act! 
— I  thought  it  was  not  enforced. 

16104.  Did  you  see  much  drunkenness  at  that  time? — Not  any  more  than  usual, so 
far  as  my  observation  went. 

16105.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  rural  districts  ? — Not  outside  of  one  mile :  I 
reside  one  mile  out  of  town 

16106.  Have  you  observed  the  working  of  the  present  system? — Somewhat;  not 
much. 

16107.  As  a  business  man,  from  your  experience,  which  would  you  prefer,  a  license 
law  or  the  Scott  Act  ? — The  Scott  Act  first  and  license  law  next,  and  not  the  present 
law  at  all.  That  is  to  say,  I  would  prefer  the  Scott  Act  if  it  were  properly  enforced,  not 
otherwise.     I  think  otherwise  it  is  a  farce. 

16108.  Take  the  Scott  Act  as  it  was  enforced  here  ? — I  would  prefer  a  license  lav. 
I  arrive  at  that  opinion  from  my  experience  as  Chairman  of  the  Commission  on  licenses. 

16109.  If  total  prohibition  were  enforced,  would  you  prefer  that  to  all  other  sys- 
tems?— Yes,  by  all  means. 

16110.  Do  you  think  it  could  be  enforced? — It  would  require  public  sentiment  at 
the  back  of  it,  of  course,  and  a  very  intense  public  sentiment. 

16111.  Have  you  ever  considered  the  question  of  what  may  be  called  inter-provm- 
cial  sentiment,  that  is,  not  the  sentiment  merely  of  one  or  two  provinces  overwhelminglv 
for  one  or  the  other  system,  but  a  consensus  of  sentiment  throughout  all  the  provinces  J— 
No.  But  this  thought  has  come  to  my  mind,  that  we  have  a  law  against  smuggling, 
notwithstanding  our  immense  coastline  and  seaboard ;  and  it  has  struck  me  occa- 
sionally, (I  have  not  formed  any  decided  opinion  on  it)  that  if  smuggling  can  be  pre- 
vented, why  not  have  a  prohibitory  law  in  regard  to  liquor. 

16112.  You  think  that  if  there  was  the  same  sentiment  in  favour  of  prohibition 
that  prevails  in  favour  of  the  enforcement  of  the  revenue  laws,  prohibition  might  be 
successful  ? — If  there  was,  I  think  so,  not  otherwise. 

16113.  You  have  said  you  were  Chairman  of  the  License  Commissioners  under  tJie 
old  law  ?— Yes,  that  was  in  1878,  1879  and  1880,  before  the  Scott  Act  came  into  force. 
The  Scott  Act  was  inaugurated  by  a  proclamation  of  my  own  as  Mayor. 

16114.  Mayor  of  the  City,  and  also  Chairman  of  the  License  Commissioners  t— Yes. 

16115.  How  did  you  find  the  license  law  work  in  those  days,  when  you  we^eCh«^ 
man  of  the  Commissioners  ? — We  were  obliged  to  work  under  an  old  law  of  the  Island, 
which  confined  us  to  a  very  small  amount  as  a  license  fee.  I  think  $32  and  some  cents. 
We  were  also  limited  to  very  small  fines. 

16116.  Were  you  limited  to  the  number  of  people  to  whom  licenses  might  be  giv- 
en?— No,  we  had  liberty  to  give  a  license  to  every  one  we  thought  proper.  We  had  an 
option  law,  and  as  Commissioners  we  were  authorized  to  carry  that  law  out.  The  town  was 
divided  into  blocks,  and  the  Clerk  visited  every  householder  in  a  block,  and  the  question 
was  asked  :  are  you  in  favour  of  a  liquor  license  or  not  ?  If  the  answer  was  yes,  he 
signed  a  requisition.  My  impression  is  that  the  majority  either  gave  or  refused  license? ; 
I  am  not  sure  that  the  majority  was  two-thirds.  At  all  events,  it  depended  upon  the 
majority  vote  at  least,  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  block,  as  to  whether  there  should  be  a 
license  in  that  block  or  not. 

16117.  Or  more  than  one  license  ? — The  Commissioners  even  then  had  the  right  of 
refusal,  provided  the  number  would  be  more  than  sufficient  for  public  requirements. 

William  E.  Dawson. 
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16118.  Do  you  think  the  small  license  fee  was  a  bad  thing  1 — We  devoted  a  good 
deal  of  time,  with  the  assistance  of  the  then  Recorder,  who  is  now  Stipendiary  Magis- 
trate, to  the  preparation  of  a  by-law,  by  which  we  intended  to  change  the  system  some- 
what, and  increase  the  license  fee  to,  I  think,  $300.  We  had  three  kinds  of  licenses : 
tavern,  store  and  saloon.  I  think  the  fee  for  the  saloon  was  placed  at  $300,  for  tavern 
1200,  and  I  think  $100  for  the  store  license,  speaking  from  memory.  ^  We  found,  how- 
ever, the  law  would  not  permit  us  to  make  the  change  ;  we  were,  therefore  confined  to 
the  old  law.     Our  fines  would  have  been  proportionately  heavy. 

16119.  Suppose  license  law  were  enacted,  would  you  be  prepared  to  favour  a 
very  high  fee  ? — I  am  not  prepared  to  give  an  opinion  on  that  point. 

16120.  If  a  license  law  were  in  force,  would  you  favour  a  high  license  fee? — Yes, 
and  a  limitation  of  the  number  of  licenses. 

16121.  Would  you  favour  the  inspection  of  liquors  that  are  sold? — Most  decidedly. 

16122.  With  a  view  to  analysing  the  liquors? — Most  decidedly  ;  and  I  think  the 
liquor  sellers  would  prefer  that,  so  far  as  my  experience  goes. 

16123.  Would  you  favour,  in  case  of  a  license  law  being  re-enacted,  a  change  of  the 
law  by  which  in  cases  of  repeated  offences  there  would  be  a  withdrawal  of  the  license 
from  the  premises  in  question  ? — Our  intention  was  to  impose  a  fine  of  a  certain  amount,  I 
think  the  cost  of  the  license,  for  the  first  offence  ;  and  the  penalty  for  the  second  offence 
was  imprisonment ;  and  for  the  third  offence  withdrawal  of  license. 

16124.  You  have  explained  that  owing  to  the  state  of  the  law,  you  were  unable  to 
carry  that  out? — Yes. 

16125.  These  may  be  taken  as  your  mature  opinions  on  this  point? — That  is  my 
opinion  to-day  in  regard  to  carrying  out  a  license  law.  Certainly,  withdraw  the  license 
in  cases  of  repeated  offences.  I'  should  like  to  say  just  here,  if  I  may  be  permitted,  that 
my  experience  at  that  time  was  this :  we  enforced  the  license  law  very  rigidly,  and 
there  are  many  in  the  court  who  know  it,  and  drunkenness  decreased  very  largely. 
When  the  license  law  lapsed,  by  the  adoption  of  the  Scott  Act,  the  convictions  for 
drunkenness  increased  every  year  for  some  years.  I  state  no  reason  why,  I  am  simply 
mentioning  the  fact.  While  I  was  Chairman  of  the  Commissioners,  I  w  as  also  Mayor, 
and  I  paid  very  special  attention  to  the  enforcement  of  the  License  Act,  and  I  saw  that 
it  was  enforced.  For  instance,  take  the  tavern  license.  The  applicant  for  the  license 
was  compelled  to  have  a  certain  number  of  rooms,  a  certain  number  of  beds,  the  rooms 
of  a  certain  size,  and  no  room  less  than  a  certain  number  of  feet  square,  with  more 
than  one  bed,  and  the  house  must  have  a  certain  number  of  bedrooms  over  and  above 
the  rooms  and  beds  occupied  by  the  family.  I  visited  almost  every  house  as  Chair- 
man of  the  Commissioners.  I  remember  one  case,  however,  I  did  not  visit.  Circum- 
stances came  to  my  knowledge  in  regard  to  this  case,  that  the  papers  were  improperly 
signed  ;  and  I  refused  to  grant  a  license,  and  the  Commissioners  did  not  grant  a  license. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod : 

16126.  Do  you  recollect  whether  there  were  many  violations  of  the  restrictive  clauses 
of  the  license  law  during  that  time  ? — My  experience  for  a  good  many  years  previous  to 
that  as  Councillor  under  the  old  regime,  (before  the  Stipendiary  was  appointed,  and  the 
judicial  business  was  presided  over  by  the  Mayor  and  the  Councillors  week  and  week 
about,  taking  it  in  turn  to  preside)  was  this,  that,  during  this  period  when  the  Act  was 
much  more  strictly  carried  out,  there  was  a  less  number  of  violations  by  liquor  sellers. 

16127.  How  long  was  that? — The  law  was  in  operation  four  years,  but  I  retired  at 
the  expiration  of  the  second  year.     1  did  not  go  back  again  fur  election. 

16128.  Do  you  thiiik  if  there  had  been  some  deliberate  effort,  such  as  was  made  by 
yourself,  made  to  enforce  the  Scott  Act,  it  would  have  been  successful  ? — I  think  so. 
That  is  why  there  is  so  much  dissatisfaction  expressed. 

16129.  Do  you  believe  if  the  Scott  Act  had  been  as  rigidly  enforced  as  the  present 
police  regulation  has  been  during  the  past  six  weeks,  it  would  have  been  as  effective  ? — 
I  cannot  give  an  opinion  on  that,  because  I  have  not  watched  the  present  police  regula- 
tion, and,  besides,  it  has  been  such  a  short  time  in  operation.  "  A  new  broom  sweeps 
clean." 
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16130.  In  what  years  were  you  Mayor? — I  was  Mayor  in  1877,  1878,  1879 
and  1880—4^  years. 

16131.  Was  it  during  the  time  of  what  is  known  as  Mackenzie's  movement,  or  the 
Blue  Ribbon  movement,  that  the  Act  was  brought  in  force  here? — I  think  just  previous 
to  that. 

16132.  Had^that  any  eifect  in  lessening  drunkenness? — I  do  not  know  about  that. 
It  had  an  eifect  on  the  public  sentiment :  whether  it  lessened  drunkenness  or  not  is  a 
question. 

16133.  Did  drinking  men  sign  the  pledge? — Yes,  and  kept  it  for  a  short  tima  I 
have  in  my  hand  a  return  of  convictions  for  1887,  1888  and  1889  (1880  I  could  not 
find)  and  1881.  I  was  elected  in  1877,  and  the  year  was  pretty  well  through.  In  1877 
there  were  729  convictions  for  drunkenness.  In  1878,  the  first  year  of  the  Ucense  law, 
the  number  was  357.  In  1879  the  number  was  231.  -^^In  1881,  I  think  the  third  year 
of  license,  the  number  was  193.  They  commenced  to  go  up  at  that  time,  and  have  in- 
creased to  the  present.  I  merely  state  these  as  facts.  The  number  for  the  following 
years  was  as  follows : — 


1882 

218 

1883 

250 

1884 

229 

1885 

284 

1886...:  

299 

1888 

262 

1889 

306 

16134.  Do  you  believe  that  the  temperance  agitation  had  any  effect  whatever  in 
lessening  drunkenness  ? — I  think  it  strengthened  the  Commissioners'  hands  very  mucL 
Permit  me  to  say,  without  reflecting  on  any  one,  that  after  a  certain  time  the  public  sen- 
timent did  not  have  its  effect  on  certain  Commissioners,  and  they  became  very  lax. 

16135.  Do  you  believe  that  if  the  Scott  Act  had  had  the  same  attention  given  to 
it  as  was  given  by  yourself  and  the  other  Commissioners  to  the  enforcement  of  tht 
License  Law,  it  would  have  been^s  well  enforced  as  the  license  law  was? — Just  as  well; 
but  I  may  be  mistaken  as  to  that. 

16136.  Supposing  the  Scott  Act  to  be  as  well  enforced  as  was  the  license  law,  which 
would  you  prefer  ? — I  would  take  the  Scott  Act  in  the  interests  of  temperance  and  the 
well-being  of  society  ;  but  failing  that,  I  say  give  us  license. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

16137.  Taking  your  experience  as  a  License  Commissioner,  knowing  how  the  license 
law  was  enforced  during  your  term  of  office,  and  taking  the  Scott  Act  during  the  tinae 
it  was  the  law,  which  would  you  prefer,  license  law  or  Scott  Act  ? — I  would  take  the 
Scott  Act,  provided  it  was  enforced. 

16138.  I  think  everybody  would  prefer  the  Scott  Act,  if  it  was  rigidly  enforced; 
but  taking  your  experience  of  the  way  in  which  it  was  enforced,  and  taking  the  license 
law  during  your  term,  which  would  you  prefer  ? — I  think  I  would  take  the  license  law. 
Understand  me  distinctly,  that  that  is  with  the  strict  control  such  as  I  gave  it,  and  not 
placing  it  in  the  hands  of  some  folk. 

16139.  You  have  given  us  some  statistics  showing  that  after  the  Scott  Act  came 
into  force,  the  conviotions  for  drunkenness,  which  had  been  decreasing  steadily  from  the 
introduction  of  your  efforts  as  Commissioners  to  administer  the  license  law,  commenced 
to  increase.  Was  that  owing  to  'the  fact  that  the  Scott  Act  was  not  enforced  ?— I  should 
suppose  there  must  have  been  something  in  that  line. 

16140.  Was  there  a  deliberate  effort  made  to  enforce  it? — So  far  as  I  know  tiiere 
was,  but  bearing  in  mind  the  evidence  I  heard  yesterday,  it  would  appear  that  influences 
were  at  work  at  the  back  of  it.  I  could  not  say  there  were  or  were  not  I  had  do 
official  connection  with  the  city  at  that  time. 

16141.  Your  position  as  Chief  Magistrate  at  Charlottetown  for  years,  and  the  fact 
that  you  were  elected  and  re-elected,  is  evidence  that  public  opinion  and  public  senti- 
ment were  behind  you  ? — I  think  so. 

16142.  Do  you  think  the  public  endorsed  a  rigid  enforcement  of  the  license  law f— 
I  am  sure  they  did. 

William  E.  Dawson. 
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16143.  Do  you  think  because  public  opinion  did  not  sustain  your  successors  in  the 
Mayor's  chair,  that  that  was  why  the  Scott  Act  was  not  enforced? — I  am  afraid  public 
opinion  was  not  with  the  Act,  that  is  to  say,  not  as  it  ought  to  have  been.  Of  course, 
it  was  to  a  certain  extent. 

16144.  What  is  the  moral  eifect  of  the  public  not  backing  up  a  law?— The  effect 
must  be  the  same  in  regard  to  this  as  any  other  law  ;  it  must  be  bad. 

16145.  You  believe  in  regard  to  the  license  law,  that  public  opinion  was  at  the 
back  of  it,  and  that  it  could  be  enforced  better  than  the  Scott  Act  has  been  enforced 
here  ? — I  think  so. 

16146.  Do  you  know  any  reason  why  the  Scott  Act  was  not  enforced,  except  the 
lack  of  public  opinion  behind  it  ? — I  do  not  know  any  other  reason. 

^  16147.  ,Can  you  account  for  the  non- enforcement  of  the  Act  here  and  elsewhere  in 
places  where  it  has  received  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  ratepayers  ? — I  have  some- 
times thought,  with  all  deference  to  my  friend  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  from  recwiing 
in  the  newspapers  certain  names  of  parties  who  have  been  summoned  before  him  time 
and  time  again,  that  instead  of  making  them  first  and  second  offences,  they  should  be 
made  third  offences,  and  the  parties  sent  to  jail.  I  am  speaking  without  any  desire  to 
reflect  on  any  one.  I  am  simply  stating  the  facts.  I  would  have  sent  more  persons  to 
prison  than  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate  did,  if  I  had  been  in  his  place.  Let  it  be  under- 
stood that  I  am  not  reflecting  on  any  one,  for  the  Stipendiary  and  myself  are  personal 
friends,  and  I  have  already  told  him  my  opinion  of  the  matter.  .  We  have  been  on  the 
most  intimate  terms  from  the  time  I  was  Mayor  up  to  the  present  time.  I  repeat,  that 
I  would  have  made  many  of  these  second  and  third  offences.  I  would  have  carried  out 
♦he  law  strictly. 

16148.  Would  it  have  been  better  if  the  law  had  left  it  optional  with  the  Magisti'ate 
to  give  imprisonment  for  a  first  offence  ? — Yes.»  I  think  considerable  discretion  should 
be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Stipendiary,  provided  you  have  a  man  like  Mr.  Fitzgerald. 

16149.  Would  the  appointment  of  oflicers  to  enforce  the  Act  be  an  improvement? 
— I  think  so. 

16150.  Or  o£Bcers  appointed  by  the  Dominion  Government? — I  think  they  should 
be  appointed  by  the  Dominion  Government.  When  the  Dominion  Government  passes  a 
law  it  should  not  decline  to  put  it  in  force,  or  leave  it  unenforced  on  account  of  their 
inaction. 

16151.  Has  the  City  and  the  Council  expressed  an  opinion  in  favour  of  the  Scott 
Act  ? — They  appoint  no  machinery  to  carry  it  out. 

16152.  The  evidence  of  the  Magistrate  shows  the  Act  was  not  enforced  ? — We  pro- 
vide the  machinery  here  to  enforce  it. 

16153.  Does  the  statute  make  provision  for  the  appointment  of  an  officer  by  the 
city  ? — The  City  Council  assumed  that  power  at  one  time.  The  objection  raised  on  the 
part  of  very  many  was  this,  (I  am  not  prepared  to  say  whether  it  was  right  or  wrong, 
for  I  never  read  the  Act  through)  that  the  Government  having  passed  a  law  of  this 
kind,  giving  certain  communities  power  to  put  in  force  a  prohibitory  law,  should  provide 
machinery  to  carry  it  into  force.  Instead  of  doing  so,  the  Dominion  Government  left 
the  Local  Government,  or  the  Local  Councils  to  provide  that  machinery. 

16154.  Does  the  Dominion  Government  provide  machinery  for  the  enforcement  of 
the  criminal  laws  in  this  city  ? — They  provide  machinery  for  enforcing  laws  in  the 
interests  of  the  community. 

16155.  Do  they  pay  the  police  for  looking  after  thieves  ? — They  provide  all  the 
machinery  in  the  interests  of  the  revenue  tariff. 

16156.  I  thought  the  Provincial  Government  provided  the  machinery? — Not  for 
collecting  the  revenue. 

16157.  For  breaches  of  the  law  in  regard  to  theft? — I  think  that  is  done  by  the 
Local  Government. 

16158.  During  the  years  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force,  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate 
collected  fines  to  the  amount  of  1 12,643  ? — I  do  not  doubt  it. 

16159.  The  Order  in  Council  passed  by  the  Dominion  Government  provided  that  the 
money  should  go  into  the  municipal  treasury  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  Act.  Was 
that  sufficient  to  pay  for  the  machinery  ? — Perhaps  they  did  not  use  it  for  that  purpose. 
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16160.  Tho  Order  in  Council  provided  that  the. money  should  be  expended  for  that 
purpose.  The  Stipendiary  Magistrate  showed  that  during  9  J  years  of  the  Scott  Act 
regime  the  fines  amounted  to  $12,643,  and  these  were  collected? — No  doubt  he  is  right 

16161.  How  was  it  that  the  money  was  not  appropriated  and  applied  solely  to  the 
prosecution  of  offences  under  the  Act,  as  the  Order  in  Council  provided  1 — I  cannot 
inform  you. 

16162.  Why  did  not  the  people,  after  the  passage  of  the  Act,  take  the  money  and 
amounts  at  their  disposal  to  enforce  it  ? — If  I  had  been  in  the  place  of  the  Stipendiary, 
I  would  have  found  out  why. 

16163.  Explain  how  it  is  that  there  is  so  much  difficulty  in  enforcing  this  Act, 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  in  some  cases  public  opinion  seems  to  be  overwhelmingly 
in  its  favour? — I  think  there  is  a  feeling  on  the  part  of  all  comnmnities  against  laying 
informations  in  regard  to  this  business. 

16164.  Public  opinion  does  not  sustain  the  Act  ? — I  think  not. 

16165.  Would  you  favour  a  general  prohibitory  law  ? — I  would. 

16166.  Do  you  think,  with  your  experience  of  the  Scott  Act,  it  could  be  enforced 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  Dominion  ? — As  I  said  just  now,  in  reply  to  Judge  Mc- 
Donald, I  gave  my  opinion  simply  on  the  matter  of  tariff.  Here  we  have  a  tariff  and 
a  law  against  smuggling.  We  occasionally  find  men  smuggling,  and  we  arrest  them  and 
have  them  punished  ;  and  I  cannot  conceive  -why  this  law  is  not  enforced. 

16167.  And  there  is  a  very  heavy  duty  on  liquor  now  ;  whereas  if  there  were  abso- 
lute prohibition,  there  would  be  no  duty  ? — Yes. 

16168.  You  believe  public  opinion  sustains  the  law  against  smuggling? — Yes,  and 
very  properly  so.  < 

16169.  Does  it  sustain  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  am  afraid  it  does  not 

16170.  Would  it  sustain  the  enforcement  of  the  law  against  prohibition,  unless  it 
were  found  that  the  public  were  overwhelmingly  in  favour  of  it  ?— -My  opinion  is  that 
the  public  are  not  in  favour  of  it  just  now.  They  are  not  sufficiently  educated  to 
vote  for  it ;  at  the  same  time,  I  would  vote  for  it. 

16171.  What  is  the  best  way  of  educating  the  people  up  to  prohibition?  Is  it  by 
passing  the  Scott  Act,  or  by  educating  them  by  moral  suasion  ? — I  would  give  them  an 
education  through  the  Scott  Act,  and  if  they  did  not  afterwards  want  it,  all  right  But 
I  would  blot  out  free  rum.  If  I  had  power  to  do  so,  I  would  add  some  amendments  to 
the  Act  we  have  to-day.  I  am  like  Judge  Hensley,  not  in  favour  of  license,  but  of 
regulation  and  restriction,  and  I  believe  in  the  people  voting  for  it. 

16172.  So  you  think  it  better  that  the  people  should  pay  for  the  privilege  than 
have  it  free  as  they  have  it  now  ? — The  Act  we  have  now,  when  properly  enforced,  is  a 
very  good  one. 

16173.  Did  the  Legislature  refuse  to  give  a  license  law  to  Charlottetown  1 — I  think 
it  was  not  asked  for. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod ': 

16174.  When  you  were  License  Commisioner,  did  you  find  tHe  licensees  give  you 
any  assistance  in  your  efforts  to  prosecute  the  illegal  sellers  ? — No,  never. 

16175.  That  is,  the  licensees  did  not  interfere  against  the  illicit  sellers? — Informa- 
tion did  not  come  to  me,  but  to  the  Stipendiary  ;  but  I  never  heard  of  any  cases,  I 
may  say  this,  that  under  the  old  regime,  before  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate  came  into 
office,  the  Mayor  and  Councillors  in  turn  presided  over  the  criminal  business  of  the 
city,  and  I  fined  a  City  Councillor  on  one  occasion  for  selling  on  the  Sabbath  Day. 

16176.  Had  he  a  license? — Yes,  and  was  a  City  Councillor;  but  I  fined  him, and  I 
made  him  pay. 

16177.  Did  you  find  that  licensees  at  that  time  frequently  violated  the  provisions  of 
the  law  in  regard  to  the  Sabbath  and  hours  for  selling? — Yes,  I  did. 

16178.  So  the  fact  that  a  man  has  a  license  does  not  make  him  a  law  observer  t— I 
would  not  go  so  far  as  that. 

16179.  Was  that  your  experience  as  a  License  Commissioner? — T  believe  there  are 
men  who  obtain  licenses,  and   who  strictly  obey  the   provisions  of  the  law  in  its  four 
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comers.  I  will  give  you  my  personal  experience  here.  I  had  sickness  in  my  family 
during  the  time  of  the  Scott  Act,  and  I  was  ordered  by  the  physician  to  get  a  bottle  of 
brandy.  I  sent  out  for  it,  and  we  could  not  get  it  without  a  medical  certificate.  After 
this  had  been  procured,  we  got  some  poison  in  place  of  brandy  ;  but  we  could  not  get 
any  proper  brandy,  even  for  a  case  of  sickness. 

16180.  While  there  may  be  some  dealers,  as  you  say,  who  keep  themselves  within 
the  four  comers  of  their  licenses,  is  it  the  fact  that  licensees  generally  do  that,  or  do 
they  more  f reqif ently  fail  to  fulfil  the  provisions  of  the  Act  ? — I  have  no  evidence  in 
regard  to  that,  except  one  or  two  cases  that  have  come  under  my  knowledge. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

16181.  Did  you  ever  know  of  licensed  people  aiding  unlicensed  people  in  the  trade  ? 
— I  never  knew  of   that. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

16182.  Do  you  know  of  licensed  people  supplying  unlicensed  people? — I  suppose 
they  do.     I  do  not  know  anything  about  it. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

16183.  It  has  been  intimated  on  several  occasions  that  the  licensed  people  employ 
unlicensed  people  as  sub-agents  to  sell  for  them.  Have  you  had  any  experience  of  that  ? 
— No,  I  have  not. 

By  Mr.  Gigault : 

16184.  How  many  licenses  were  granted  in  1877,  1878  and  1879?— In  1877,  when 
the  Commissioners  took  office,  there  were  42  licenses.  We  issued  38  the  following  year, 
and  the  following  year  39.  In  1877  there  were  23  tavern,  11  saloon  and  8  store  licenses ; 
in  1878  there  were  21  tavern,  8  saloon  and  9  store  licenses.  In  1879,  23  tavern,  8 
saloon  and  8  store  licenses.  In  that  year  the  convictions  for  drunkenness  were  231, 
whereas  in  1877  the  convictions  were  729. 

16185.  Did  the  license  system,  as  enforced  while  you  were  Mayor,  favour  the 
cause  of  temperance  more  than  the  Scott  Act,  as  it  was  enforced  in  Charlottetown  ? — I 
do  not  understand  your  question  when  you  use  the  word  "  favour." 

16185a.  I  asked  this  question;  Did  the  license  system,  as  enforced  while  you  were 
Mayor,  favour  the  cause  of  temperance  more  than  the  Scott  Act,  as  it  was  enforced  in 
Charlottetown  ? — I  think  so.  There  was  a  very  large  amount  of  illicit  drinking,  there 
is  no  question  about  that.  I  have  no  means  of  knowing  about  illicit  drinking,  except 
by  moving  about  and  using  my  own  observation ;  but,  so  far  as  my  observation  goes, 
there  were  a  large  number  of  houses  selling  during  the  time  of  the  Scott  Act. 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

16186.  Then,  according  to  your  statement,  there  were  all  told  42  licenses  in  1877, 
38  in  1878,  and  39  in  1879  ?  Did  you  hear  the  evidence  of  the  Town  Marshal  respect- 
ing the  number  of  places  where  liquor  was  sold  while  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force  ? — My 
ears  may  have  deceived  me,  but  I  think  he  said  230  odd.  I  cannot  conceive  there  were 
so  many  places  selling. 

16187.  In  how  many  places  do  you  think  liquor  was  sold  ? — I  have  no  means  of 
knowing,  but  I  should  suppose  that  the  figures  he  gave  were  a  little  too  large  :  that  is 
my  opinion. 

16188.  Have  you  any  doubt  that  there  were  more  than  39  ? — I  have  no  doubt  there 
were  four  times  that  number. 

16189.  Then  there  were  at  least  156  places  selling  under  the  Scott  Act,  as  against  39 
under  license  ? — Yes,  to  take  my  own  figures.  Two  houses  out  of  every  three  were 
selling  liquor  during  the  Scott  Act  time,  I  am  sorry  to  say  it ;  whereas  under  license 
there  was  only  one  in  the  block. 

16190.  The  City  Marshal  said  yesterday  there  were  75  or  76.  He  would  not  swear 
to  75,  but  he  thought  75  was  the  number  that  are  now  selling. — I  do  not  think  that  ho 
is  right. 
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16191.  You  think  yourself  there  were  at  least  156  selling  under  the  Scott  Act! 
- — I  have  no  paeans  of  knowing,  but  I  am  quite  certain  there  were  more  than  double  the 
number  to-day. 

16192.  You  say  there  were  39  licenses  in  1879.  How  many  unlicensed  houses 
were  there  in  1879? — No  doubt  there  were  some,  but  very  few.  They  were  all  very 
sharply  looked  after. 

16193.  So  the  licensed  and  unlicensed  places  in  1879  would  not  amount  to  the 
number  under  free  rum  now,  and  would  not  be  one-half  of  the  number  under  the  Scott 
Act  ? — I  think  not.  Take  the  block  in  which  my  store  is.  There  must  be  six  or  seven 
there,  and  we  had  only  one  under  the  license  law. 

16194.  Public  sentiment  sustained  you  in  the  enforcement  of  the  license  law/— 
Yes.  I  am  satisfied  that  a  large  number  of  the  men  who  sold  liquor  were  satisfied,  and 
sustained  the  Commissioners. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod: 

16195.  Do  you  think  the  illicit  sellers  under  the  Scott  Act  were  as  sharply  looked 
after  as  illicit  sellers  under  the  license  law  % — I  have  no  doubt  of  it. 

16196.  Would  public  sei^iment  have  endorsed  a  better  enforcement  of  the  Scott 
Act  1 — I  think  it  would.     I  think  the  non-enforcement  of  the  Act  was  the  great  defect 

16197-  Which,  in  your  opinion,  would  the  temperance  people  most  favour,  a  license 
law  or  the  Scott  Act,  well  enforced  ? — I  would  be  disposed,  placing  both  on  the  same 
level  as  regards  enforcement,  to  vote  for  the  Scott  Act. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

16198.  Do  you  believe  they  could  be  both  enforced  in  this  city,  so  as  to  place 
them  on  the  same  level  % — No. 

16199.  But  you  have  said  you  have  found  a  sentiment  existing  for  the  enforcement 
of  the  license  law  ;  the  license  law  was  well  enforced  with  the  pubUc  sentiment  behind 
it?— Yes. 

16200.  Can  you  account  for  the  non-enforcement  of  the  other  law? — Yes. 

16201.  How? — By  taking  the  utterances  of  the  City  Marshal  in  his  evidence.  I 
do  not  say  they  are  correct.  I  have  always  held  the  view  that  the  City  Council  has  no 
control  whatever  over  the  license  law  of  the  city. 

16202.  You  have  said  that  the  license  law  was  well  enforced? — Yes.  I  have 
always  held  the  view,  and  I  hold  it  still,  and  I  carried  it  into  force  when  I  was  Mayor, 
that  the  Council  has  no  say  in  the  matter.  I  simply  gave  orders  to  the  Clerk  (and  let 
me  here  say  that  an  eflicient  clerk  goes  a  long  way  in  executing  the  law,  as  well  as  does 
an  efficient  City  Marshal  and  Police),  as  Chairman  of  the  Commissioners,  and  my  orders 
would  be  carried  out.  If  not  I  would  ask  the  reason  why,  and  endeavour  to  find  out 
the  reason  why.  If  they  were  not  carried  out  I  would  punish  the  oflfender ;  and  I  did 
so  in  one  case,  as  is  very  well  known.  I  claimed  the  right  to  dismiss  the  man,  and  I 
dismissed  him  instantly. 

16203.  You  heard  the  evidence  of  the  Stipendiary  and  the  Chief  Marshal  ? — I  heard 
portions  of  their  evidence. 

16204.  As  I  understood  them,  they  stated  that  they  had  enforced  the  law  so  far 
as  they  reasonably  could  do  so  ? — Nothing  more  is  to  be  expected.  The  remark  of  the 
Marshal  that  he  had  an  eye  upon  the  Council,  as  constituted,  struck  me  very  much. 

1 6205.  In  regard  to  that  statement  you  thinfc  the  word  "  reasonably "  must  be 
removed  ?~  I  repeat  that  the  Council  never  offered  to  interfere  with  me  in  tiie  perform- 
ance of  these  duties,  and  I  would  not  have  permitted  them  to  do  so  if  they  had  at- 
tempted. I  found  a  negative  support  from  the  Council  in  place  of  the  reverse.  There 
were  just  as  many  rumsellers  then  as  now,  or  as  there  were  last  year.  They  never 
opposed  me  in  that  matter. 

16206.  Do  you  think  that  if  the  Council  had  been  thoroughly  in  favour  of  the  Scott 
Act,  it  could  have  been  enforced  ? — Had  I  been  Stipendiary,  I  would  not  have  asked  the 
opinion  of  the  Council,  and  I  would  not  have  permitted  them  to  interfere. 
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^  .  16207.  They  left  the  matter  in  your  hands  as  an  oflBcer  who  fearlessly  does  his  duty 
and  understands  his  duty  1 — I  would  support  the  Scott  Act,  if  the  proper  officer  was  left 
alone. 

Bt/  Mr.  Clarke  : 

16208.  How  do  you  mean,  left  alone? — I  mean  left  without  being  interfered  with. 

1 6209.  You  want  the  officer  left  alone  ? — Yes,  so  far  as  outside  interference  is  con- 
cerned.    I  think  the  Stipendiary  would  do  his  duty. 

16210.  Is  it  the  duty  of  the  Mayor  to  see  that  the  officials  of  the  Corporation  do 
their  duty  ? — He  is  not  altogether  under  the  Mayor. 

16211.  He  is  under  the  influence  of  the  Mayor,  I  suppose  ? — To  a  certain  extent. 

16212.  I  suppose  the  Mayor  is  Chief  Executive  Officer  of  the  corporation? — To  a 
certain,  extent.  The  City  Council  cannot  dismiss  the  police.  Their  dismissal  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  Stipendiary.  It  is  a  strange  anomaly  that  their  appointment  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  Council,  but  their  dismissal  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Stipendiary. 

16213.  And  you  would  place  in  the  hands  of  the  Stipendiary  the  enforcement  of  the 
Scott  Act  1 — Yes.  I  could  not  understand  therefore  the  idea  that  has  been  put  forward, 
that  the  complexion  of  the  Council  had  any  effect  on  the  enfordement  of  the  law,  and, 
therefore,  had  I  been  the  Stipendiary,  I  would  have  dismissed  the  man  and  got  another 
one  in  his  place.  I  claim  that  when  you  are  put  in  the  position  charged  with  the  duty 
of  carrying  out  the  law,  you  should  do  so  rigidly,  and  the  people  then  will  sustain  you. 
If  a  man  will  not  do  it,  I  would  then  dismiss  him. 


R.  R.   FITZGERALD  recalled. 

I  have  prepared  the  following  statement,  which  I  submit  to  the  Commission : 
[Appendix  22.] 

When  I  came  into  office  there  was  no  enforcement  of  the  law,  because  a  great 
many  members  of  the  City  Council  were  themselves  in  the  trade.  The  Liquor  License 
Commissioners  came  into  office  at  the  end  of  1877.  The  City  Council  issued  33  licenses, 
and  the  License  Commissioner,  Mr.  Dawson,  being  chairman,  issued  9.  From  that 
time  on,  all  licenses  were  issued  by  the  License  Commissioners.  In  1880  the  Commis- 
sioners desired  to  make  all  the  licenses  end  in  August,  and  39  were  issued,  mostly  to 
the  same  people. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

16214.  So  when  the  Scott  Act  came  into  force  there  were  39  licenses  ? — Yes. 

16215.  The  number  decreased  from  42  in  1877  to  39  ?— Yes.  The  Canada  Temper- 
ance Act  came  into  force  in  1881,  and  subsequently  there  were  tried  before  me  about 
one  thousand  cases.  There  is  one  point  in  my  evidence  which  I  desire  to 
correct.  The  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  asked  me  a  question  as  to  the  number  of  persons 
actually  convicted.  I  have  investigated  the  returns,  and  find  144  persons  were  actually 
convicted  for  offences  under  the  Scott  Act  during  nine  years.  I  observe  in  the  Guardian 
that  I  am  reported  as  having  stated  that  there  were  335  places  open  for  the  sale  of 
liquor  in  the  city.  That  is  wholly  an  erroneous  statement.  I  should  like  to  say  that  I 
think  I  was  correct  in  saying  that  there  were  probably  243  persons  engaged  in  the  trade 
in  the  nine  years,  because  we  convicted  144,  and  there  were  certainly  others  we  did  not 
reach. 

By  Mr.  Gigault  : 

16216.  Do  you  mean  every  year? — No;  I  find  that  144  persons  were  convicted 
during  the  whole  nine  years. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

16217.  Different  persons  ?— Yes. 
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By  Mr,  Gigault : 

16218.  Were  those  144  persons  all  selling  at  one  time  1 — Yes  ;  I  should  say,  that 
speaking  generally,  there  were  between  that  number  and  150  illicit  places  selling. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod : 

16219.  In  existence  at  one  time  ? — Yes  ;  I  give  this  number,  however,  simply  as  a 
matter  of  judgment.     I  have  no  statistics  to  bear  it  out. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

16220.  Who  could  be  abetter  judge  than  yourself — ^you  having  these  cases  before 
you  ?  Would  any  person  be  able  to  give  a  more  accurate  judgment  on  these  matters 
than  yourself  ? — Those  figures  are  accurate.  The  number  of  persons  actually  convicted 
is  accurate,  as  I  have  given  it ;  but  when  I  give  an  estimate  of  the  nimiber  of  people 
selling  in  the  city,  that  is  only  an  estimate  given  according  to  my  judgment  Speaking 
of  the  non-enforcement  of  the  Act,  and  I  observe  that  several  witnesses  have  spoken  of 
the  non-enforcement  of  the  Act,  I  may  say  this  :  while  the  Scott  Act  was  in  operation, 
although  drunkenness  appears  to  have  been  about  the  same,  and  although  there  may 
have  been  100  or  150  people  selling,  I  believe  there  were  times  in  this  city  when  it 
was  almost  impossible  to  get  a  glass  of  ginger  ale.  I  know  this,  that  many  men  during 
the  Scott  Act  time  made  money  by  selling  liquor ;  but  I  also  know  that,  when  the  law 
was  rigidly  enforced,  it  was  most  difficult  for  a  man  to  get  liquor,  and  a  man  had  almost 
to  lose  his  self-respect,  to  descend  to  trickery,  before  he  could  get  liquor. 

By  Mr.  Gigault : 

16221.  During  the  last  two  years  of  its  existence,  how  was  the  Act  enforced  t— It 
was  fairly  well  enforced.  There  were  54  convictions  ;  $1,200  were  received  in  fines, 
this  being  actual  cash  received.  The  Commissioners  have  asked  me  whether  I  could 
suggest  any  improvements  as  regards  the  working  of  the  Scott  Act.  One  point  1 
would  unhesitatingly  suggest  as  the  result  of  my  experience,  and  it  is  :  that  the  fines 
imposed  are  altogether  inadequate  to  enforce  the  law.  The  amount  of  fines  impos«l 
and  the  imprisonment  provided  are  altogether  inadequate.  I  will  give  four  or  five 
reasons  for  holding  this  opinion.  I  have  taken,  haphazard,  the  persons  convicted 
One  man  was  convicted  seven  times  and  paid  $300  fines  and  went  to  jail  twice ;  another 
paid  three  fines  and  then  went  to  jail ;  another  was  fined  nine  times  and  paid  $550  and 
went  to  jail  three  times  ;  another  was  fined  seven  times,  $300,  went  to  jail  three  times: 
another  was  fined  15  times,  $730,  and  went  to  jail  twice;  another  was  fined  11  times, 
$350,  and  went  to  jail  four  times ;  another  was  fined  six  times,  $350,  and  went  to  jail 
once  ;  another  was  fined  seven  times,  $500,  and  went  to  jail  once  ;  another  was  fined 
nine  times,  $400,  and  went  to  jail  three  times  ;  another  was  fined  seven  times,  $350, 
and  went  to  jail  once ;  another  was  fined  20  times,  $750,  and  went  to  jail  nine  times. 
Some  of  the  men  who  paid  these  fines  made  nearly  a  fortune  during  the  Scott  Act 
time. 

By  Mr.  Clarke :  ^ 

16222.  Then  these  men  must  have  been  able  to  seU  liquor  right  along? — ^Yes,  they 
deliberately  defied  the  law  and  made  large  profits,  and  went  to  jail  for  the  third  offence. 
Mr.  Dawson  was  in  error.  The  police  never  laid  an  information,  with  my  knowledge, 
except  for  first,  second  or  third  offence,  and  those  offences  had  to  be  established  by  proof. 
I  never  would  allow  the  police  to  lay  an  information  any  other  way. 

16223.  How  were  the  people  who  went  to  jail  treated ;  had  they  special  treatment 
accorded  them  1 — They  were  treated  better  than  ordinary  prisoners,  in  this  sense,  that 
while  the  rules  of  the  jail  provides  that  no  provisions,  except  the  jail  allowances  should 
go  into  the  jail,  except  on  a  doctor's  certificate,  and  the  ordinary  criminal  could  not  g^ 
that  certificate,  the  Scott  Act  offender,  whatever  his  health  was,  always  got  the  doctoi's 
certificate  and  consequently  nearly  always  got  additional  provisions.  He  got  no  better 
accommodation,  but  he  got  additional  provisions. 

R.  R.  Fitzgerald. 
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16224.  Was  he  permitted  to  have  telegraph  or  telephone  communication  with  his 
store  or  elsewhere  ? — No.  He  occupied  a  similar  cell  to  the  ordinary  prisoner,  but  he 
did  obtain  additional  provisions,  because  he  always  got  a  doctor's  certificate. 

16225.  On  account  of  the  state  of  his  health  ?— No,  his  health  might  be  as  good  as 
mine. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

16226.  I  suppose  the  doctor's  certificate  stated  that  he  needed  the  additional  food? 
—Yes. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

16227.  Was  he  living  better  than  the  ordinary  felon? — There  were  cases,  in  my 
judgment,  in  which  he  had  no  right  to  a  doctor's  certificate. 

16228.  What  would  be  the  effect  on  the  people  generally  of  Scott  Act  offenders,  or 
those  who  were  serving  their  term,  being  treated  differently  from  other  prisoners  ?  What 
right  had  they  to  any  immunity  from  the  prison  rules  ? — That  was  the  only  inmiunity 
they  got,  and  it  was  only  given  on  a  doctor's  certificate. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

16229.  Have  you  ever  known  prisoners  charged  with  other  offences  to  get  the  same 
immunity  ? — No.  At  the  time  we  had  no  medical  man  connected  with  the  jail,  and 
certificates  were  granted  when  they  should  not  have  been  given. 

By  Jvdge  McDonald : 

16230.  Have  you  ever  known  a  case  in  which  a  man  who  was  put  into  jail  for  a 
breach  of  the  Scott  Act  furnished  his  own  room,  in  which  there  were  no  bars  to  the 
windows,  and  where  he  had  practically  the  same  privileges  as  the  jailer's  family,  and 
where  everything  he  wanted  was  supplied,  and  where  he  could  hold  a  levee  ? — I  may  say 
that  I  was  personally  responsible,  as  Chairman  of  the  Jail  Commission,  and  no  such 
thing  happened. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod: 

16231.  Would  you  have  permitted  such  a  state  of  things  to  exist? — No. 

16232.  If  you  had  been  in  sympathy  with  the  offenders,  could  you  as  Chairman  of 
the  Jail  Commission  have  permitted  such  occurrences  to  take  place,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  public  sentiment* might  have  been  against  your  action  ? — With  the  greatest 
of  ease. 

By  Mr.  Gigault  : 

16233.  Are  the  licenses  distinct,  saloon,  hotel  and  wholesale? — Yes;  saloon,- 
tavern  and  store;  these  are  the  only  three  kinds. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

16234.  Does  the  saloon  bar  or  the  hotel  bar  give  you  most  trouble? — Practically, 
we  have  no  hotel  bars  here. 

16235.  From  your  experience,  would  you  prefer  the  saloon  or  hotel  bar,  if  one  or 
the  other  had  to  be  licensed  ? — My  experience  in  regard  to  hotel  bars  for  a  great 
many~years  is  such  that  I  would  prefer  the  hotel  bar,  because  I  believe  it  would  be 
better  conducted  than  the  saloon. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

16236.  Have  you  ever  known  a  case  in  which  a  man  holding  a  license  to  sell 
employed  an  illicit  dealer  to  sell  for  him  ? — No,  I  never  did.  I  made  another  mistake, 
which  I  desire  to  correct.  In  speaking  of  the  city  accounts  last  year,  and  in  answer- 
ing the  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod,  I  said  there  was  not  one  cent  spent  in  endeavouring  to 
enforce  the  Act.  Mr.  Henderson  was  prosecutor  for  two  years,  and  he  was  paid  $40 
a  month  and  some  law  expenses  too.     The  total  sum  expended  was  $2,000. 

16237.  And  other  $10,000  was  devoted  to  the  ordinary  municipal  taxation? — The 
Scott  Act  fines  have  always  been  quite  distinct,  and  have  been  paid  into  the  city  treasury 
in  separate  form,  and  they  are  so  entered  in  every  civic  statement  of  account  from  1887. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


838  ROYAL  COMMISSION    ON   THE   LIQUOR  TRAFFia 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

16238.  Have  these  moneys  been  misappropriated? — No,  they  have  been  spent  in 
the  ordinary  way.  . 

16239.  Does  not  the  Order  in  Council  make  provision  that  they  shall  be  expended 
for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  Scott  Act  1 — Application  was  made  to  the  Council  several 
times,  under  the  Order  in  Council,  for  the  fines,  but  the  application  was  refused. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

16240.  In  some  places  we  have  visited,  it  has  been  stated  that  the  ordinary  police 
enforced  the  Scott  Act,  and  that  therefore  the  fines,  as  the  city  pay  the  policemen,  are 
appropriated  for  that  purpose.  Has  this  question  ever  come  up  here  ?— No,  the  city 
simply  pocketed  the  fines.     This  depended  on  the  complexion  of  the  Council. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod  : 

16241.  Which  is  the  more  mischievous,  the  hotel  bar  or  the  saloon  bar?— Really,  I 
am  not  ^competent  to  answer  that  question.  In  my  younger  days  there  were  hotel  bars, 
but  for  many  years  there  have  been  no  hotel  bars — I  refer  now  to  my  experience  when 
travelling  through  the  United  States  and  Canada.  -  I  would  sooner  go  to  an  hotel  bar 
if  I  wanted  a  drink,  than  to  a  saloon,  thinking  the  former  more  decent ;  but  my  little 
experience  here  scarcely  enables  me  to  judge.  I  am  only  answering  generally  when  I 
say — we  have  only  two  or  three  hotels  here^ — the  hotel  bars  are  more  respectable  than 
the  saloons.      I  dislike  saloons  very  much. 

16242.  Which  would  be  the  more  mischievous? — That  would  be  a  question  which  I 
could  not  answer,  because  I  have  not  had  very  much  experience  in  regard  to  them. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

16243.  You  think  that  if  licenses  have  to  be  granted,  they  should  be  given  to  the 
less  mischievous,  and  refused  to  the  more  hurtful  ? — I  certainly  think  so. 


Hon.  ANGUS  B.  MACKENZIE,  of  Charlottetown,  merchant,  on  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

16244.  How  long  have  you  been  in  business  in  Charlottetown? — Twenty-five 
years. 

16245.  Are  you  in  any  public  or  official  position? — I  am  a  member  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  of  Prince  Edward  Island. 

16246.  How  long  have  you  been  a  member  of  the  Council  ? — Over  16  years. 

16247.  Were  you  a  member  of  the  Assembly  before  that  ? — Yes. 

16248.  Have  you  seen  the  working  of  the  Scott  Act  in  Charlottetown  ?— Yes. 

16249.  Was  it  a  success  1 — A  partial  success. 

16250.  To  what  extent  1 — I  should  judge  to  the  extent  of  making  the  rum  traffic 
kind  of  disreputable. 

16251.  Do  you  think  it  decreased  the  number  of  places  where  intoxicating  liquors 
were  sold  as  beverages? — I  could  not  say. 

16252.  Could  you  suggest  to  the  Commission  any  amendments  to  the  law  that 
would  make  it  more  efficient  ? — I  have  not  been  closely  identified  with  the  working  of 
the  Scott  Act,  but  there  are  some  amendments  which  might  improve  it. 

16253.  What  are  they? — I  think  that  if  there  was  a  prosecutor  appointed  by  the 
Government,  which  put  that  law  on  the  statute-book,  the  working  of  it  would  be  more 
operative  ;  that  is  one  thing. 

16254.  Anything  else? — I  do  not^know^of  any  other. 
R.  R.  Fitzgerald. 
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16255.  Would  you  prefer  to  have  the  Scott  Act  in  force,  or  a  license  law  ? — I  would 
infinitely  prefer  the  Scott  Act. 

16256.  Even  as  it  was]— Yes. 

16257.  Do  you  prefer  the  Scott  Act  to  the  present  state  of  things  1 — ^Yes ;  even  in 
its  worst  stage. 

16258.  Why? — As  it  is  now,  of  course,  with  the  restrictions  that  surround  the 
vending  at  present,  I  believe  in  certain  cases  it  works  well.  For  instance,  on  Saturday 
evenings  the  puWic  houses  are  closed  at  six  o'clock,  whereas  under  the  Scott  Act  and 
under  the  other  Act  Saturday  night  was  the  worst  night  of  the  whole  week,  because 
the  workingmen  received  their  wages  and  spent  them.  Under  the  present  regulations 
the  rum  shops  are  supposed,  and  I  believe  are  compelled,  to  put  up  their  shutters  at 
six  o'clock,  and  during  the  time  that  this  system  has  been  in  existence,  I  have  seen  very 
little  drunkenness  on  Saturday  evening. 

16259.  We  were  told  by  th^ Chief  Marshal  that  he  found  75  places  that  sell  under 
this  regulation.  Would  you  prefer  that,  or  a  licensed  law  with,  s^y,  20  places  with  the 
same  restrictions? — I  would  prefer  to  have  it  as  is  now  rather  than  have  half  a  dozen 
places,  because  I  believe  the  more  you  have  of  these  places  the  more  traflBic  you  have ;  and 
the  more  you  make  the  trade  respectable,  the  more  temptation  is  thrown  in  the  way  of 
young  boys,  when  they  see  respectable  men  going  into  these  places. 

16260.  You  would  rather  have  75  as  the  law  is  now  than  have  6  that  would  appear 
to  be  more  respectable? — I  would. 

16261.  Are  you  opposed  to  license  on  principle? — I  am  positively  so. 

16262.  So  you  could  not,  under  any  circumstances,  be  satisfied  with  a  license  law? 
— I  do  not  see  my  way  at  present. 

16263.  Would  you  favour  total  prohibition? — I  would. 

16264.  Of  manufacture,  importation  and  sale  of  liquor  for  beverage  purposes  ? — 
Under  all  circumstances,  except  for  medicinal  purposes. 

16265.  Do  you  suppose  it  could  be  enforced  if  carried? — I  suppose  there  would  be 
some  difficulty,  but  I  do  not  see  any  insuperable  difficulty. 

16266.  National  prohibition  means  prohibition  from  the;  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific, 
taking  in  Prince  Edward  Island,  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  Quebec,  Ontario,  Mani- 
toba and  British  Columbia.  Have  you  considered  the  line  of  the  sea  coast  on  the  At- 
lantic and  Pacific,  and  the  long  line  of  boundary  between  the  United  States  and  Cana- 
da ? — I  understand  the  difficulties  in  that  direction. 

16267.  Have  you  considered  that  matter? — I  have  not  given  it  much  consideration, 
but  I  do  not  see  that  it  would  be  more  difficult  to  put  prohibition  in  effective  operation 
than  to  carry  out  the  revenue  laws. 

16268.  Which  has  been  more  effectively  enforced  in  Charlottetown,  the  revenue  law 
or  the  Scott  Act  ? — Most  decidedly  the  revenue  law,  because  the  power  behind  the 
revenue  law  was  such  that  they  were  bound  to  put  it  in  operation. 

16269.  The  Scott  Act  has  the  same  power  behind  it,  the  power  of  law  ? — I  am  not 
sure  it  is  the  same  power. 

16270.  Any  law  has  the  power  of  law  behind  it? — I  think  the  Dominion  Govern- 
ment has  more  power  than  a  Municipal  Government  here,  which  is  a  rope  of  sand  as  we 
have  it  here  on  that  question. 

16271.  The  Dominion  Government  has  made  provision  by  turning  over  the  fines  to 
the  Municipality  for  the  payment  of  the  cost  of  enforcing  the  law  in  this  city  for,  say, 
seven  years,  because  for  two  years  the  Scott  Act  was  ineffective,  during  that  time  some 
$12,000  of  fines  have  been  handed  over  to  Charlottetown  saying,  "There  is  that  money, 
enforce  that  Act,"  but  it  has  not  been  used  for  the  purpose. 

16271a.  Whose  fault  is  that?--I  am  not  positive,  but  from  hearsay  I  believe  the 
authorities  of  the  City,  the  City  Government,  retained  that  money  against  the  law,  and 
if  thatmoney  had  been  appropriated  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  intended  to  be  spent. 
I  believe  the  Scott  Act  would  have  been  carried  out  more  effectively  in  Charlottetown 
than  it  has  been. 

16272.  You  have  here  a  Supreme  Court  and  all  the  machinery  of  justice  to 
compel  the  Municipality  of  Charlottetown  to  do  its  duty.  In  regard  to  the  Dominion 
Government  appointing  this  officer,  do  you  think  they  should  be  at  the  eVcpense  of  main- 
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taining  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  should  say,  they  should,  but  at  the  same  time  they  should  get 
all  the  fines  connected  with  it,  because  they  made  the  machinery,  and  are  the  most  eSdo- 
tive  body  to  put  it  into  execution. 

16273.  But  it  is  left  to  yourselves  to  adopt  it.  If  they  paid  the  expenses  they  would 
have  to  pay  them  out  of  the  general  treasury? — The  law  makers  cannot  foresee  all  the 
contingencies  that  might  arise.  When  the  Act  came  into  operation  and  afterwards,  the 
City  was  in  a  very  peculiar  position.  In  1854  the  City  was  divided  into  five  wards, 
each  of  which  had  two  Councillors*  The  first  three  wards,  running  parallel  with  the 
water,  formed,  as  I  recollect,  the  most  densely  populated  part  of  the  City,  whereas  the  upper 
wards  were  very  sparsely  populated  at  that  time ;  but  in  process  of  time  the  population 
extended  northwards,  and  more  particularly  Ward  5  embraced,  I  think,  nearly  double 
the  number  it  did  previously.  The  two  upper  wards  represented  more  people  than  the 
three  lower  wards,  and  these  lower  wards  during  the  time  of  the  Scott  Act  were,  as  I  un- 
derstand, the  part  of  the  City  where  the  greater  portion  of  liquor  was  sold ;  and  the 
liquor  interests  were  identified  with  these  wards,  and  the  liquor  people  could  at  any  time, 
with  the  power  behind  their  back,  swamp  the  other  wards  altogether,  because  they  had 
one  of  a  majority  at  all  times.  And  so  it  was  the  interest  of  those  Councillors  to  try  to 
make  the  Scott  Act  a  farce,  and  it  became  a  farce  under  their  administration. 

16274.  Your  Legislature  here  has  changed  that  law  and  made  a  new  division  into 
wards  ? — Yes. 

16275.  Not  at  the  request  of  the  Council,  but  of  some  of  the  people  of  Charlotte- 
town  ? — I  am  not  sure,  but  it  was  done. 

16276.  The  Provincial  Government  also  has  made  police  regulations  for  Charlotte- 
town,  so  as  to  control  the  sale  of  liquor  as  much  as  possible  ? — Yes. 

16277.  But  the  Legislature  is  also  opposed  to  the  granting  of  a  license  law? — I  am 
not  positive  as  to  that.     There  was  no  application  that  I  know  of. 

16278.  They  did  not  grant  one? — No,  and  I  am  very  doubtful  whether  under 
present  circumstances  it  would  become  law. 

16279.  Owing  to  the  feeling  in  the  Island? — Yes. 

16280.  The  Island  Legislature  has  all  power  to  appoint  Inspectors  and  officers  for 
the  good  administration  of  the  law.  Would  it  be  reasonable  for  the  Provincial  Legis- 
lature to  make  provision  for  the  appointment  of  an  Inspector  1 — I  am  not  sure  about  that 

16281.  It  has  taken  upon  itself  to  change  the  wards  and  to  provide  a  special  pdice 
regulation  ? — I  am  not  sure  that  it  has,  except  at  the  request  of  some  representatives  of 
Charlottetown. 

16282.  At  whose  request  was  the  police  regulation  made? — I  think  it  was  some 
years  ago. 

1 6283.  I  thought  it  was  only  four  months  ago  ? — Yes. 

16284.  The  Legislature  has  taken  control  of  the  manner  in  which  liquor  shall  be 
sold  in  Charlottetown,  in  what  houses,  and  at  what  hours,  the  height  of  the  counters, 
and  so  on  ? — Yes. 

16285.  Have  they  not  regulated  the  sale? — They  have,  to  some  extent. 

16286.  Why  should  they  not  have  appointed  officers  to  carry  out  the  Scott  Act?— 
I  do  not  know. 

16287.  Do  you  think  the  expense  of  these  officers  has  had  anything  to  do  with  the 
question  of  taxes  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

16288.  You  do  not  know  why  the  Legislature  never  appointed  officers  to  carry  out 
the  Scott  Act  ? — They  were  never  requested. 

16289.  Did  the  temperance  people  never  request  them  to  do  so  ? — I  do  not  think  sa 

16290.  Why  not? — The  town  of  Charlottetown  had  its  own  government 

16291.  Did  the  government  of  Charlottetown  ask  police  regulation? — No,  but  some 
individuals  did. 

16292.  Could  they  not  have  asked  for  the  appointment  of  Inspectors? — I  do  not 
know;  they  might.  A  bill  originates  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  goes  to  the 
Legislative  Council.  The  Councillors  can  veto  the  bill ;  and  the  question  was  asked  of 
them  whether,  if  such  a  license  bill  came  up,  they  would  pass  it,  and  from  what  I 
understand,  at  least  eight  out  of  the  thirteen  gave  a  negative  answer. 

Angus  B.  Mackenzie. 
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16293-4.  So  it  could  not  have  carried? — It  could  not  have  carried.  In  the  House 
of  Assembly  I  cannot  say. 

16295.  Do  you  think  if  the  Scott  Act  was  submitted  to  the  Island  again  to-morrow, 
outside  of  Charlottetown,  it  would  carry  ? — I  cannot  say  outside.  I  represent  eleven 
townships,  the  most  populous  western  half  of  this  county,  and  I  do  not  hear  any  com- 
plaints against  the  Scott  Act,  and  so  far  as  I  know,  there  is  not  an  illicit  house  in  the 
whole  of  that  County. 

16296.  You  think  the  temperance  sentiment  is  very  strong  in  that  district  ? — I  do. 

16297.  Do  you  think  it  is  strong  in  the  Island  outside  of  Charlottetown? — ^^Ido. 
I  think  the  moral  sentiment  of  the  people  has  changed  in  the  last  forty  years  very  much. 
We  have  a  free  school  system,  which  is  unique,  and  we  pay  over  forty  per  cent  of  our 
entire  revenue  for  education ;  there  are  over  400  teachers  on  the  Island,  and  they  are' 
almost  missionaries  wherever  they  go.  As  people  from  the  British  Islands  died  out 
here  and  the  social  customs  they  introduced  died  out,  the  temperance  sentiment  in  the 
most  enlightened  part  of  the  Island  advanced  wonderfully. 

1 6298.  It  is  agreed  by  observers  that  you  are  an  industrious  and  temperate  people  ; 
but  that  being  the  case,  why  did  not  that  feeling  find  vent  in  the  appointment  of  proper 
officers  in  Charlottetown  ? — They  took  the  machinery  at  their  disposal.  I  cannot  give 
any  reason ;  I  suppose  the  law  was  good  enough  if  the  parties  who  had  the  carrying  out 
of  it  here  had  the  moral  courage  or  the  will  to  do  it.  The  first  three  months  it  was  in 
operation  Mr.  Curtis  was  looking  after  it,  and  you  could  not  get  a  glass  of  liquor  that  I 
know  of.     The  shutters  were  down. 

16299.  How  long  did  that  state  of  things  continue  ? — Till  the  objections  were  raised, 
of  which  you  have  heard. 

1 6300.  You  are  a  member  of  the  Legislature  ;  do  you  know  of  any  reason  why  one 
or  more  Inspectors  should  not  have  been  appointed  to  carry  out  this  Act  ? — I  do  not  see 
that  they  had  any  right  to  do  it  because  the  City  Government  had  their  own  men.  The 
Oovemment  appointed  men  in  the  country  districts. 

1 630 1 .  The  Legislature  did  not  leave  it  to  the  City  Government  to  say  men  must  have 
their  counters  so  high,  or  must  use  such  rooms  in  their  houses.  They  took  it  into  their 
hands.  The  puzzle  is  why  they  did  not  appoint  officers  to  enforce  the  Scott  Act  ? — 
They  did  that  when  they  found  the  Scott  Act  could  not  be  carried  out.  In  Queen's 
County  I  think  the  Scott  Act  could  be  carried  out  in  time  and  particularly  in  Charlotte- 
town. If  the  citizens  of  Charlottetown  had  the  opportunity  to-morrow  presented  to 
them  of  voting  for  the  Scott  Act,  we  could  carry  a  majority  in  Charlottetown. 

16302.  A  good  decided  majority  ? — Yes. 

16303.  That  is  the  first  time  we  have  heard  tiiat  ? — I  believe  that  during  the  last 
two  months  of  the  Scott  Act  it  was  working  better  than  for  some  time  previous  to  that, 
but  unfortunately-^I  suppose  I  may  refer  to  it  as  a  politician — you  may  think  I  am  one- 
sided in  this  matter,  but  I  am  not.  I  want  to  throw  away  all  these  things — but  unfor- 
tunately politicians  run  their  heads  against  one  another  and  very  often  hurt  their  own 
interests.  When  the  electoral  lists  were  being  made  out  here  in  1890  the  two  parties 
were  busy  trying  to  get  their  respective  names  on  the  list.  Committees  were  appointed 
on  both  sidas  and  if  any  objections  were  made,  there  was  a  certain  time  to  put  in  the 
protest,  but  so  keen  were  both  parties  to  leave  the  names  to  al>out  the  eleventh  hour  that 
when  one  side  of  the  political  wing  came  to  the  post  office  and  found  seventy  or  eighty 
names  that  were  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  a  protest,  their  names  were  knocked  off  the 
electoral  list  by  some  parties  and  they  had  not  a  chance  of  putting  themselves  in  a  pro- 
per position,  because  the  time  had  elapsed  by  a  fluke.  I  was  one  of  the  unfortunate 
victims,  and  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  was  one  of  the  lawyers,  and  we  fought  for  two  or 
three  days  trying  to  get  our  names  on  ;  and  I  believe  that  the  rumsellers  took  the  oppor- 
tunity of  petitioning  for  the  repeal  when  they  found  these  names  off,  because  the 
majority  I  have  no  doubt  were  men  who  would  have  voted  for  the  Scott  Act. 

16304.  When  was  this  revision?— In  1890. 

16305.  The  revision  commenced  in  June,  1891  ?— 1889. 

16306.  In  the  revision  of  1889,  you  say  a  number  of  temperance  people's  votes  were 
struck  off? — That  was  the  cause  of  the  defeat  .of  the  Scott  Act. 
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By  Mr,  Clarke : 

16307.  What  was  ? — Because  there  were  a  sufficient  number  of  votes  struck  oflfthat 
would  have  carried  the  Scott  Act. 

By  Jvdge  McDonald : 

;v  16308.  Who  had  all  voted  for  it  ? — I  believe  the  majority  had. 

V  16309.  Your  deliberate  opinion  is  that  if  the  Scott  Act  were  submitted  to  the  people 

1^  to-morrow,  it  would  be  re-enacted  ? — It  is. 

By  Mr.  Gigavlt : 

C  16310.  Under  the  Scott  Act  were  liquors  sold  in  this  town  1 — Those  who  drink  say 

^  ;  so.     I  think  the  police  records  will  say  there  were. 

^  -  16311.  Were  these  70  votes  on  the  list  at  the  previous  election,  when  the  Act  was 

^  only  carried  by  a  majority  of  1 4  ? — I  am  not  sure  of  that.     Some  of  them,  I  suppose, 

^  grew  up  in  time  and  secured  votes. 

i.  16312.  In  the  rural  districts,  how  is  the  Scott  Act  enforced  ? — As  far  as  my  obser- 

^.  vation  goes,  in  Queen's  County  I  think  it  is  well  carried  out. 


I 


By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 


C'  16313.  You  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  saying  that  the  votes  were  struck  off 

[|  because  they  were  in  favour  of  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  ? — Not  at  all.     It  was  on 

^  '  political  party  grounds. 

k.  16314.  Because  there  was  some  informality  ? — Yes. 

^;^  16315.  Your  statement  is  that  these  votes,  which  were  unfortunately  struck  offj 

;;  were,  or  at  all  events  the  majority  of  them,  parties  who  would  have  voted  for  the  Scott 

Act  ? — That  is  my  belief. 

16316.  And  you  believe  that  the  opponents  of  the  Scott  Act  took  advantage  of  the 

situation  to  bring  on  the  vote  ? — That  is  my  belief,  though  I  cannot  say  for  certain. 
h  16317.  Speaking  of  the  present  police  regulation  being  obeyed  :    have  you  any  rea- 

^*;  son  to  believe  that  the  present  law,  which  has  been  in  force  for  about  six  weeks,  is 

■f  obeyed  because  the    present  City  Council  enforces    obedience? — I  believe  they  are 

anxious  that  the  regulation  shall  be  enforced. 
'4  16318.  Do  you  believe  that  if  the  City  Council  had  been  as  anxious  to  enforce  the 

■^1:  Canada  Temperance  Act,  it  could  have  been  as  well  enforced  as  the  provisions  of  this 

;;,  regulation  are  enforced  ? — I  believe  if  they  had  been  anxious  to  carry  it  out,  it  could 

r  have  been  carried  out. 

16319.  Do  you  know  any  reason  why  the  Dominion  Parliament  did  not  appoint 
^                   an  officer  to  enforce  the  law  ? — I  am  not  aware. 

16320.  You  say  a  prohibitory  law  could  be  as  well  enforced  as  the  revenue  law,  if 
the  same  power  was  at  the  back  of  it  ?  The  Dominion  Government  send  officers  to 
enforce  the  revenue  law  ? — Yes. 

16321.  And  an  armed  force  when  and  where  necessary  ? — Yes. 

16322.  And  they  do  not  adopt  similar  measures  in  order  to  enforce  the  Scott  Actf 
—No. 

16323.  And  you  mean  that  there  is  not  the  same  persistent  attempt  to  enforce  the 
Scott  Act  as  to  enforce  the  revenue  law  ? — That  is  what  I  mean.  • 

16324.  If  there  were  a  general  prohibitory  law,  applying  to  the  manufacture, 
importation  and  sale  throughout  the  Dominion,  the  Government  would  neceesariJy 
appoint  officers  to  enforce  it  ? — They  would  have  to  do  so,  or  it  would  be  a  dead  letter. 

16325.  Would  it  then  be  as  efficiently  enforced  as  is  the  revenue  law?— I  would 
not  say  that  altogether,  because  some  people  think  drinking  liquor  or  distilling  liquor 
is  not  so  bad  as  any  other  offence. 

16326.  Do  you  think  that  sentiment  is  changing? — I  do. 

16327.  Do  you  think  a  law  in  conformity  with  that  changing  sentiment  would  still 
further  change  it? — I  do. 
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16328.  Do  you  think  a  prohibitory  law  would  be  of  benefit  to  the  business  interests 
of  the  country  1—1  do,  because  listening  to  the  statements  made  here  to-day,  and  judging 
from  my  own  belief,  and  I  am  not  a  scientific  man,  I  believe  in  my  heart  that  all  the  money 
that  is  expended  in  liquor,  outside  )f  what  is  used  for  medicinal  purposes,  is  money  thrown 
away,  and  might  as  well  be  thrown  into  the  sea.  That  money  which  is  diverted  to  use- 
less purposes  would  eventually  come  into  the  hands  of  the  merchant,  and  trader  and 
mechanic  ;  so  that  I  believe  liquor  works  disastrously  in  every  way,  and  more  particu- 
larly to  the  poorer  classes. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

1 6329.  Were  the  business  interests  of  Charlottetown  in  a  better  position  under  the 
Scott  Act  than  before  or  since  1 — The  philosophers  at  the  time  of  the  Scott  Act,  that  is, 
those  who  were  agitating  for  the  repeal  of  the  Scott  Act,  would  maintain  that  if  we  had 
a  license  law  business  would  be  booming ;  but  I  do  not  see  any  difference.  I  consider 
now  that  business  is  worse,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned  than  for  many  years  past. 

16330.  Do  you  attribute  that  to  the  repeal  of  the  Scott  Act? — Nothing  of  the  kind. 

16331.  In  any  way  to  the  repeal  of  the  Scott  Act? — Not  in  any  way. 

16332.  Was  there  any  marked  improvement  in  business  while  the  Scott  Act  was  in 
force  ? — I  may  say  there  was,  from  my  experience.  I  am  in  the  most  public  corner  in 
Charlottetown,  and  see'  a  great  number  of  people  passing  from  the  market  to  the  country. 
I  always  observed  that  when  there  were  large  gatherings  here  during  the  Scott  Act 
period,  when  we  would  have  exhibitions,  it  was  a  rare  thing  to  see  a  drunken  man 
on  the  streets.  Previous  to  the  Scott  Act,  I  might  go  around  the  licensed  taverns 
and  see  scores  of  carts  and  trucks  and  wagons  till  all  hours ;  people  became  drunk  and 
after  they  got  home  would  be  useless  the  next  day.  There  was  nothing  of  the  kind  under 
the  Scott  Act.  I  think  it  was  an  admirable  Act,  because  it  put  rumsellers  in  the  very 
awkward  position,  no  one  who  had  any  regard  for  his  character  would  be  seen  going 
into  those  places. 

16333.  How,  then,  do  you  account  for  the  figures  hscnded  in  by  Mr.  Fitzgerald  ? — I 
cannot  account  for  them.  I  think  the  question  should  be  asked,  whether  a  lot  of  this 
whisky  or  rum  or  whatever  was  drunk  was  shipped  off  to  the  northern  border  of  Nova 
Scotia  or  New  Brunswick. 

16334.  It  could  not  be  that  which  would  injure  the  people  of  Charlottetown? — I 
am  not  sure  that  it  was  drunk  here  at  all.  I  am'under  the  impression  that  some  of 
that  liquor  imported  from  Montreal  and  other  places  went  over  to  Nova  Scotia  and 
New  Brunswick. 

16335.  Would  it  be  a  good  business  plan,  to  bring  liquor  here  from  Halifax  and 
St.  John  and  send  it  away  to  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick  ? — It  might  have  been 
before  the  Short  Line  was  buil#. 

16336.  But  as  to  those  who  were  found  drunk  on  the  streets  and  continued  drunk, 
where  did  they  get  the  liquor  ? — I  suppose  they  got  it  at  those  dens.  When  they  went 
into  those  places,  the  men  would  look  around  and  see  that  no  one  was  watching  them, 
and  if  they  got  drunk  they  would  stay  there  until  they  got  sober. 

1 6337.  So  the  number  of  persons  arrested  for  drunkenness  did  not  at  all  represent 
the  number  who  got  drunk  ? — I  cannot  say. 

16338.  But  if  those  people  remained  in  those  dives  they  would  not  be  seen  or 
arrested  when  they  got  sober  ? — I  cannot  say. 

16339.  You  say  you  saw  less  drunkenness  on  the  streets  during  that  period  than 
before  ? — If  it  was  such  a  profitable  business  to  the  rumsellers,  why  was  it  they  were  so 
anxious  to  get  a  license  law  ?  It  often  struck  me  there  was  something  wrong  in  their 
system.     They  say  :  Give  us  a  license  law  or  give  us  prohibition. 

16340.  We  have  evidence  that  the  low  class  of  sellers  united  with  the  temperance 
people  to  secure  the  repeal  of  the  Scott  Act,  and  the  witness  said  he  based  that  statement 
on  the  returns  of  the  votes  ? — I  cannot  sav  anything  about  that. 

16341.  The  convictions  for  drunkenness  were  on  the  increase.  They  had  dropped 
from  737  in  1877  to  197  in  1881,  and  had  gone  up  to  304  in  1891,  and  there  were  395 
in  1889.  If,  as  you  say,  people  remained  in  those  holes,  or  dives,  got  drunk  and 
remained  there  till  they  were  sober,  they  were  not  included  in  the  number  arrested  ? — 
I  cannot  account  for  this.     I  have  heard  people  say,  when  they  got  into  one  of  these 
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places,  that  a  man  might  get  his  dram  and  go  out,  and  when  he  got  dry  again,  come 
back  ;  but  if  they  ran  the  risk  of  detection  they  would  take  three  at  a  time  and  would 
get  drunk. 

16342.  Then  the  present  is  a  better  plan? — I  think  it  is.  Of  course,  you  should 
have  no  such  places  under  the  Scott  Act. 

16343.  This  is  a  better  plan,  to  have  wide  open  places? — Not  at  all,  if  the 
Canada  Temperance  Act  was  properly  carried  out. 

16344.  But  you  heard  the  statement  of  the  Stipendiary  that  for  the  first  month 
of  the  present  system  the  percentage  of  drunkenness  was  17,  against  22  during  the  Scott 
Act  period,  and  23  during  the  free  rum  period  ? — Yes. 

16345.  When  did  you  come  to  realize  that  these  three  wards  were  detrimental  to  the 
enforcement  of  the  Act  ? — I  could  not  tell  you. 

16346.  When  did  that  fact  commence  to  dawn  on  the  people  who  favoured  the 
Act  ? — Ever  since  the  Scott  Act  was  adopted. 

1 6347.  When  did  they  first  go  to  the  Legislature  to  get  the  city  redivided  ?— I 
think  they  went  several  times, 

1 6348.  When  waa  the  first  attempt  made  ? — Two  or  three  years  ago. 

16349.  But  then  the  Scott  Act  had  been  in  force  six  or  seven  years.  If  it  was 
patent  to  the  people  of  Charlottetown  that  there  was  a  district  which  had  more  repre- 
sentation in  the  Council  than  its  population  allowed,  and  this  was  hostile  to  the  Scott 
Act,  how  was  it  that  this  was  left  alone  and  no  remedy  sought  from  the  Legislature  f— 
I  will  not  swear  to  this  ;  but  drawing  on  my  memory,  I  may  say  that  the  representa- 
tives of  the  city  a^  that  time  drew  their  supporters  in  a  great  measure  from  those  men 
who  were  opposed  to  the  Scott  Act,  and  no  Bill  could  be  introduced  or  carried  success- 
fully through  the  Legislative  Assembly  without  the  assistance  of  those  men,  more  par- 
ticularly when  they  were  in  the  Government  themselves  or  had  the  ear  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

16350.  The  fault  rested  with  the  Government  ? — In  a  great  measure  it  did. 

16351.  But  the  rural  districts  were  represented  ? — They  had  the  Scott  Act. 

16352.  Were  the  rural  districts  hostile  to  giving  the  people  here  a  fair  chance  to 
enforce  the  law  ? — From  my  memory  and  the  observation  of  many  members  from  the 
country,  they  have  very  little  interest  in  the  welfare  of  Charlottetown.  They  leave  it 
to  the  representatives  for  the  city. 

16353.  Are  the  representatives  in  the  Legislature  chosen  by  the  city  as  a  whole  I— 
Yes. 

16354.  But  if  the  people  of  the  city  as  a  whole  were  in  favour  of  a  division  of  the 
wards,  would  they  not  vote  in  that  direction  ? — The  trouble  is  that  very  often  in  election 
times  the  strongest  temperance  men  sink  their  temperance  principles  and  fall  in  with 
their  party,  and  in  consequence  the  opponents  carry  the 'day. 

16355.  You  say  the  liquor  men  took  advantage  of  the  disfranchisement  of  1889  ?— 
That  was  the  fact. 

16356.  The  Act  came  into  force  in  1881  ?-— Yes. 

16357.  Was  there  an  attempt  made  in  1884  to  repeal  it? — Yes. 

16358.  In  1887  ?— I  am  not  sure,  but  I  think  so. 

16359.  Did  the  rum  sellers  and  their  friends  lose  any  opportunity,  after  the  three 
years  had  elapsed,  to  test  public  opinion  as  to  its  repeal  ? — I  am  not  sure. 

16360.  At  the  end  of  three  years  they  made  an  attempt  ? — I  think  so. 

16361.  In  1887  they  made  an  attempt? — I  think  so. 

16362.  And  the  last  attempt  was  made,  when? — In  1891. 

16363.  Did  you  say  the  Government  appointed  officers  to  enforce  the  law  in  the 
rural  districts  ? — Yes. 

16364.  Who  pays  for  that  ? — The  Government. 

1 6365.  As  what  ? — As  prosecutors. 

16366.  No  attempt  has  been  made  here,  except  spasmodically,  to  enforce  the  law? 
— None  at  all.  I  believe  they  had  a  man  of  their  own,  a  very  good  man  ;  but  they  put 
another  man  in  his  place  at  a  nominal  fee,  and  it  became  a  farce. 

16367.  Did  you  say  the  repeal  of  the  Scott  Act  was  owing  to  the  disfranchisement 
of  those  70  or  80  people  ? — I  speak  for  myself  ;  self  and  partner  were  both  struck  out 
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16368.  Was  it  because  you  were  a  Scott  Act  man? — No;  it  was  because  I  was  a 
Grit. 

16369.  Your  sympathies  with  the  Scott  Act  had  nothing  to  do  with  your  disfran- 
chisement 1 — Not  at  all ;  and  I  can  assure  you  that  from  the  very  humble  statements 
they  made  to  me  when  the  Scott  Act  came  around,  they  were  very  sorry  for  depriving 
me  of  my  vote.  We  fought  the  thing  out  in  the  courts  here,  and  on  technical  grounds 
we  lost  it. 

16370.  Then  your  sympathy  for  or  against  the  Scott  Act  had  nothing  to  do  with 
your  disfranchisement  ? — No. 

16371.  Was  the  repeal  of  the  Scott  Act  due  to  the  appeal  to  the  people,  or  to  the 
disfranchisement  1 — They  were  getting  discouraged. 

16372.  Who  were? — A  great  many  of  those  who  were  otherwise  inclined  to  be 
favourable  to  the  Scott  Act,  when  they  saw  it  was  not  being  carried  out  properly, 
became  a  little  apathetic.     But  when  it  came  to  the  test  most  of  them  did  come  out. 

16373.  Was  the  vote  smaller  than  on  a  previous  occasion? — I  am  not  very  sure. 

16374.  Was  it  not  just  three  votes  smaller  than  on  a  previous  occasion? — It  was 
just  about  the  same. 

16375.  Was  there  any  apathy  on  previous  occasions? — I  think  not.  We  had  a 
very  strong  temperance  sentiment  at  that  time,  very  strong  indeed  ;  and  we  had  a  very 
able  man  from  Ontario,  who  stirred  up  the  dormant  sentiment  of  the  temperance  men 
among  us.  » 

16376.  What  was  that  man's  name? — Mr.  Spence.  He  was  a  good  worker,  and 
did  good  service  while  he  was  here. 

16377.  You  think  the  people  grew  apathetic  and  became  discouraged,  because  the 
Act  was  not  well  enforced  ? — Well,  I  dare  say  they  did. 

16378.  Do  you  think  if  imprisonment  were  substituted  for  fine  as  a  penalty  for 
the  first  and  second  offences,  it  would  have  an  important  influence  in  carrying  out  the 
Act  1 — Yes,  and  hard  labour  with  it. 

16379.  Have  you  any  sympathy  with  extra  comforts  being  afforded  to  Scott  Act 
offenders  when  imprisoned  ? — I  do  not  believe  in  it  at  all. 

16380.  You  believe  that  the  effect  is  to  bring  the  Act  into  disrepute? — I  think 
that  is  the  effect. 

16381.  After  the  Scott  Act  was  repealed,  did  the  Legislature  refuse,  or  were  they 
asked  to  give  a  license  law  ? — They  were  not  asked,  that  I  am  aware  of. 

16382.  Did  the  temperance  people  prefer  free  trade  rather  than  a  license  law? — I 
win  tell  you  the  way  I  have  heard  it  explained,  and  it  is  my  idea  very  much.  They 
considered  that  those  men  were  making  it  appear  that  rumselling  was  a  profitable  and 
good  business.  We  considered  those  men,  who  were  not  protectionists  in  other  affairs, 
but  were  free  traders,  should  have  free  trade  in  this  business,  because  we  did  not  con- 
sider it  was  proper  to  bolster  up  half  a  dozen  men  and  make  the  trade  respectable,  and 
throw  the  strong  arm  of  the  law  around  them  ;  but  that  other  people,  who  were  also 
trying  to  get  a  living,  should  also  have  power  to  sell  under  certain  restrictions. 

16383.  Then  there  was  a  species  of  political  bias  in  not  securing  a  license  law? — I 
am  not  talking  in  regard  to  my  own  opinion,  that  is  my  experience  in  regard  to  free 
trade.  I  do  not  think  that  a  monopoly  should  be  given  to  half  a  dozen  liquor  dealers, 
and  in  this  way  they  should  be  allowed  to  become  rich,  while  others  could  not  sell. 

16384.  What  is  the  effect  on  the  community  of  having  50  places  selling  rum  instead 
of  20  ? — The  effect  would  be  about  the  same,  if  they  were  under  proper  restrictions.  I 
do  not  see  why  it  should  be  otherwise. 

16385.  Then  you  believe  it  is  better  to  have  50  than  20? — I  cannot  see  any  differ- 
ence. If  there  are  20  reputable  places  in  a  small  city  like  Charlottetown,  and  they 
were  made  as  attractive  as  possible,  I  think  there  would  be  more  liquor  sold. 

16386.  Did  you  hear  the  statement  of  the  Town  Marshal  as  to  the  number  of  places 
in  which  liquor  is  now  sold  ? — No. 

16387.  He  said  the  number  was  75,  he  thought.  Did  you  hear  the  statement  of 
the  Stipendiary  Magistrate  as  to  the  number  that  sold  under  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  heard 
him  make  a  statemeut,  but  I  do  not  know  how  many  he  mentioned. 

16388.  He  said  over  double  that  number? — Yes. 
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16389.  Do  you  think  it  an  improvement  to  have  150  places  selling  liquor  instead 
of  20  ? — I  cannot  say.     I  think  it  would  amount  to  the  same  thing. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod  : 

16390.  I  understand  that  you  object  to  placing  a  monopoly  in  the  hands  of  a  few 
men? — I  do. 

16391.  And  giving  them  a  monopoly,  with  ail  the  influence  that  comes  from  it!— 
Yes. 

16392.  Speaking  about  the  change  in  the  wards:  was  there  any  agitation  in  the 
city  for  a  change  in  the  wards  1 — I  am  not  very  positive.     I  think  there  was. 

16393.  Did  it  find  expression  at  any  time  at  a  Provincial  election,  an  election  for  a 
member  of  the  Legislature  1 — I  think  so. 

16394.  Do  you  remember  whether  members  sent  to  the  Legislature  were  instructed 
to  secure  that  change  ? — I  am  not  very  sure,  but  I  think  they  were. 

16395.  The  agitation,  however,  such  as  it  was,  seemed  to  indicate  that  they  desired 
a  change  in  the  arrangements  of  the  wards  ? — Yes. 

16396.  You  have  said,  I  believe,  that  during  the  first  three  months  or  thereabouts, 
the  law  was  well  enforced ;  that  the  places  were  all  closed  up,  and  there  was  great  diffi- 
culty in  getting  drink  ? — Yes. 

16397.  Do  you  remember  if  for  one  year  or  year  and  a  half  the  law  was  inoperative, 
and  there  was  practically  free  trade  in  liquor  ? — There  was  practically  free  trade. 

16398.  That  was  owing  to  the  question  of  the  constitutionality  of  the  law  having 
been  raised  1 — Quite  so. 

16399.  Do  you  believe  that  the  long  delays,  in  consequence  of  legal  and  other  mat- 
ters, had  a  disheartening  effect  on  the  people  ?— Very  likely  ;  I  think  so. 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

16400.  What  year  was  it,  in  which  there  were  these  appeals,  which  virtually 
stopped  prosecutions  under  the  Scott  Act  1 — I  could  not  tell  you. 

16401.  We  are  trying  to  reconcile  these  statements  with  the  statistics  presented  by 
the  Stipendiary  Magistrate  f — I  cannot  tell  you,  as  I  kept  no  recoixi. 

1 6402.  We  are  trying  to  reconcile  these  statements  with  the  statistics,  iind  we  are 
endeavouring  to  ascertain  whether  free  trade  really  promoted  temperance  or  not,  accord- 
ing to  the  number  of  convictions  for  drunkenness  ? — I  cannot  give  you  any  further 
information. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod : 

16403.  Was  the  Scott  Act  repealed  in  February,  1891  ?— Yes. 

16404.  Then  the  arrests  for  drunkenness  for  1891  could  scarcely  be  chargeable  to 
the  Scott  Act? — The  Scott  Act  was  not  in  force  in  1891,  I  think.  There  was  a  question 
asked  as  to  whether  we  sent  a  member  to  rectify  the  ward  system.  My  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  fact  that  Dr.  Jenkins,  who  was  a  member  for  the  city,  was  elected. 

16405.  You  know  that  to  be  true? — I  believe  that  to  be  a  fact. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

1 6406?  Was  he  elected  ? — He  was  elected  two  years  ago. 

16407.  You  have  laboured  long  under  a  disadvantage  of  that  kind? — ^Yes;  because 
we  could  not  put  in  a  man  to  represent  the  city,  and  carry  through  a  bill  of  that  kind 

1 6408.  For  how  many  years  are  members  elected  ? — For  two  years. 

16409.  When  was  the  last  election? — Two  years  ago. 

16410.  But  you  were  labouring  under  this  disadvantage  six  years  ago.  Was  an 
attempt  made  to  return  for  the  city  a  member  who  would  give  you  fair  play,  and  re- 
district  the  city  ? — I  do  not  Iknow  much  about  city  politics. 

16411.  Were  you  one  of  the  eight  Legislative  Councillors  who  declared  they  would 
not  give  a  license  law  to  Charlottetown  ? — I  was. 

Angus  B.  Mackenzie. 
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By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

16412.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  the  temperance  people  of  the  city  and 
the  rumselling  people  of  the  city  united  in  favour  of  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  on 
the  occasion  of  the  last  repeal  vote  ? — The  idea  never  came  into  my  mind  that  they  did. 
So  far  as  my  knowledge  goes,  the  temperance  people  of  the  city  are  far  above  doing  any- 
thing of  that  kind. 

16413.  It  is  suggested  that  the  extreme  temperance  people,  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  extreme  liquor  people,  on  the  other  hand,  were  both  against  repeal  ? — No. 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

16414.  The  statement  is  not  that  they  united,  but  that  the  vote  was  carried  by  the 
more  disreputable  class  of  the  grog-sellers  voting  against  the  repeal  of  the  Act.  Have 
you  any  reason  to  doubt  that  statement  ? — I  cannot  tell  you^ 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod: 

16415.  Had  you  any  reason  to  believe  it  was  so? — No,  I  have  no  reason  whatever. 
I  scarcely  believe  it. 

By  Mr,  Gigaidt  : 

16416.  You  spoke  of  the  Scott  Act,  and  said  that  during  the  first  years  there  was 
free  trade  1 — I  did  not  say  free  trade. 

16417.  Did  you  not  say  that  in  consequence  of  appeals  having  been  taken,  the  Act 
was  not  enforced  from  the  time  it  first  went  into  force? — Yes. 

16418.  And  there  was  almost  free  selling  ? — Yes. 

16419.  You  said  that  you  consider  the  Scott  Act  worked  well  when  there  was  free 
selling,  and  you  pronounced  yourself  in  favour  of  free  trade  in  liquor  ? — I  did  not  say 
there  was  free  selling,  except  from  the  statements  I  heard  made  ;  I  do  not  know  whether 
it  was  freely  sold  or  not.  I  have  yet  to  learn  that,  because,  in  walking  around  the 
streets,  there  was  nothing  to  show  that  such  was  the  case.  There  were  no  bottles  or 
other  insignia  of  selling,  so  I  do  not  believe  there  was  free  trade. 

16420.  When  the  Scott  Act  was  working  well,  was  it  during  a  period  when  a 
great  many  were  selling,  or  when  liquor  was  sold  in  few  places  ? — I  could  not  say  who 
were  selling  liquor  and  who  were  not. 

16421.  Was  the  Scott  Act  working  well  in  the  cause  of  temperance  when  many 
places  were  selling  liquor,  or  when  few  places  were  selling  liquor  ? — I  could  not  tell  who 
were  selling  and  who  were  not,  whether  there  were  100  or  200.  I  suppose  there  were 
some  selling. 

16422.  According  to  the  principle  you  have  laid  down,  the  Scott  Act  must  have 
been  doing  good  :  was  that  when  there  were  many  places  selling  or  few  places  selling  ? — 
I  did  not  say  so. 

16423.  According  to  the  principle  you  have  laid  down,  it  appears  as  if  the  Act 
was  doing  more  good  when  more  places  were  selling  liquor  ? — Not  at  all.  I  made  no 
statement  of  the  kind,  and  I  do  not  want  you  to  draw  such  an  inference.  What  I  say  is 
this,  and  it  is  my  own  belief  at  this  moment,  that  if  you  put  20  or  40,  many  or  few, 
so-called  respectable  licensed  places  and  let  them  sell,  the  more  respectable  those  houses 
are,  and  the  more  you  put  the  strong  arm  of  the  law  around  them  to  protect  them,  the 
larger  will  be  the  quantity  of  liquor  drank  in  them  ;  and  the  quantity  would  not  be  any 
less  than  would  be  drank  if  there  were  200  places  in  Charlottetown.  That  is  my  view, 
and  I  will  stand  by  it. 

16424.  Being  in  favour  of  temperance,  is  your  object  to  promote  temperance  or  to 
make  the  liquor  trade  disreputable  ? — Both,  because  I  am  in  favour  of  temperance  in 
every  way ;  and,  at  the  same  time  I  say,  that  if  temperance  is  a  good  thing,  the  less 
temptation  we  throw  in  the  way  of  the  unwary  the  better. 

16425.  In  your  desire  to  place  less  temptation  in  the  way,  should  you  not  reduce 
the  number  of  places  selling  liquor  ? — In  large  cities  like  Quebec,  Montreal  or  Toronto,  it 
might  act  differently,  but  in  a  small  place  like  Charlottetown,  it  makes  no  difference 
whether  there  are  two  places  or  ten  or  twenty. 
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Hon.  THOMAS  W.  DODDS,  of  Charlottetown,  on  being  duly  swom,  deposed 
as  follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

16426.  You  are  a  member  of  the  Legislative  Council,  I  believe — Yes. 

16427.  Have  you  held  any  official  position  in  iti — I  am  member  for  the  county, 
representing  the  town  and  Royalty. 

16428.  How  long  have  you  been  a  member  of  the  Legislative  CJouncil  ?— Eith®- 
eighteen  or  twenty  years. 

16429.  Have  you  been  during  all  that  time  a  resident  of  Charlottetown? — Yes. 

16430.  So  you  have  known  Charlottetown  under  License,  Scott  Act,  Free  Sale,  and 
Police  Regulation  ? — Yes. 

16431.  Do  you  think,  in  all  these  years  there  has  been  a  decrease  of  drunkenness 
in  the  city  ? — There  have  been  many  schemes  tried. 

16432.  Do  you  think,  taking  the  Island  as  a  whole,  there  has  been  a  decrease  in 
the  drinking  habits  of  the  people  1 — I  think,  in  the  country  there  was  a  decrease  at  the 
time  the  Scott  Act  was  in  vogue,  but  I  do  not  thirik  that  was  the  case  in  regard  to 
the  town. 

1 6433.  Then,  you  think  the  Scott  Act  did  not  diminish  drunkenness  in  Charlotte- 
town ? — I  do  not  think  it  did. 

1 6434.  Do  you  think  there  was  much  sale  of  liquor  going  on  ? — I  know  there  was, 
and  that  liquor  could  be  got.     People  determined  to  get  liquor,  usually  got  it. 

16435.  Do  you  think  a  law  prohibiting  the  manufacture,  importation  and  sale  of 
liquor  in  the  Dominion  could  be  effectually  enforced  ? — I  do  not  think  it  could  be  carried 
out  in  this  country,  unless  you  had  so  many  officials  along  the  coast  that  the  expense 
would  exceed  the  whole  revenue. 

16436.  You  are  aware  that  the  revenue  laws  are  enforced? — Yes. 

16437.  The  Government  appoint  officers  to  enforce  the  revenue  laws  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  revenue  *? — Yes. 

16438.  Would  you  put  such  a  law  on  the  same  footing  as  a  prohibitory  measure 
dealing  with  the  drinking  customs  of  the  people  ? — I  think  smuggling  would  increase  to 
a  very  great  extent,  and  a  great  many  officers  would  be  required  to  prevent  smuggling. 
The  Island  is  very  advantageous  for  that  purpose. 

16439.  Do  you  think  the  sentiment  of  the  community  is  the  s£une  in  regard  to  the 
collection  of  revenue  as  it  is  in  favour  of  enacting  and  enforcing  a  prohibitory  law !— I 
do  not  know  about  that  altogether.     I  can  hardly  answer  that  question. 

1 6440.  Do  you  think  there  is  not  a  sufficiently  strong  sentiment  in  favour  of  a  pro- 
hibitory law  to  make  it  a  success  ? — I  do  not  think  there  is. 

16441.  Can  you  tell  the  Commission  whether  any  legislation  was  sought  or  was 
attempted  to  be  enacted,  with  a  view  to  the  appointment  of  officials  in  Charlottetown  to 
enforce  the  Scott  Act  ? — No.     I  do  not  know  that  there  was. 

16442.  The  Commission  have  been  told  that  there  were  Inspectors  for  the  rural 
districts  appointed  by  the  Legislature  ? — That  matter  was  left  to  the  police  and  Police 
Magistrate  in  the  city,  and  there  were  Inspectors  appointed  in  the  country. 

16443.  Then  it  was  intended  that  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates  and  the  police 
should  enforce  the  law  in  the  city  ? — That  is  the  way  I  understood  it. 

1 6444.  Do.  you  know  whether  any  action,  so  far  as  you  know,  has  been  taken  in 
regard  to  the  rearrangement  of  the  different  wards  of  the  city  ? — Yes ;  that  was  a 
change  in  accordance  with  the  voice  of  the  people. 

1 6445.  How  long  ago  was  it  carried  out  ? — I  think  two  years  ago. 

16446.  Was  it  at  any  time  previous  to  that  asked  for  and  refused] — I  do  not 
recollect  it. 

16447.  Then  as  soon  as  it  was  asked  for,  it  was  granted? — It  had  been  talked 
about  for  a  short  time,  that  it  would  have  been  better. 

Hon.  Thomas  W.  Dodds. 
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By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod: 

16448.  Was  there  ever  a  time  when  the  law  against  smuggling  was  regarded  with 
less  favour  than  during  late  years  1 — I  think  fifty  years  ago  there  was  a  great  deal  more 
smuggling  than  there  is  now. 

16449.  The  people  did  not  object  to  it  ? — Smuggling  was  not  looked  after  so  weU. 

16450.  Is  the  feeling  of  the  people  now  generally  in  favour  of  the  enforcement  of 
the  revenue  laws  1 — The  revenue  laws  are  enforced  by  the  Grovernment,  and  the  Govern- 
ment look  after  their  enforcement. 

16451.  Is  the  feeling  of  the  people  in  favour  of  that  enforcement? — I  think  so. 
They  know  these  laws  raise  a  revenue  which  will  be  beneficial  to  the  country,  and  of  ' 
course  the  laws  are  carried  out  by  the  Government  officials. 

16452.  Is  that  feeling  more  general  now  than  it  was  fifty  years  ago  1 — I  think  it  is. 

16453.  Did  the  Government  wait  until  the  feeling  was  almost  universally  in  favour 
of  collecting  a  revenue  in  this  way,  before  they  began  to  enforce  the  revenue  law  ? — I 
could  not  answer  that  question. 

16454.  Is  this  a  fact  that  the  enforcement  of  the  revenue  laws  has  created,  in 
some  degree  at  least,  public  opinion  in  favour  of  their  enforcement  ? — The  strictness  of 
the  law  has  made  the  people  know  they  cannot  violate  it  with  impunity. 

16455.  You  are  a  merchant,  and  have  been  in  business  a  good  many  years,  I  be- 
lieve ? — Yes. 

16456.  You  have  observed  commercial  matters:  have  you  observed  whether  the 
drink  trade  affects  other  businesses  injuriously  or  beneficially  1 — Of  course,  all  men  who 
get  drunk  and  are  incapable  of  working,  affect  the  parties  who  employ  them,  and  such  indi 
viduals  become  poor  people.  It  is  the  drunkard  who  is  poor  in  this  country,  and  not 
the  industrious. 

1 6457.  Then  you  think  The  drink  trade  does  affect  injuriously  the  other  business 
interests  ? — Where  manufacturing  is  going  on,  the  business  is  affected  in  that  way. 

16458.  Have  you  observed  whether  the  drink  trade  affects  the  agriculturists  of 
the  country  ? — Yes ;  but,  as  T  observed  when  speaking  about  the  Scott  Act  a  few  moments 
ago,  I  believe  the  Scott  Act  was  a  benefit  to  the  country  people.  They  were  in  the 
habit  of  coming  to  Charlottetown,  and  many  farmers  of  good  habits  woiild  visit  those 
places  and  get  too  much  liquor.  When  they  found  that,  if  seen  drinking  liquor,  they 
might  be  brought  before  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  and  called  upon  to  give  evidence 
in  regard  to  selling  of  liquor,  they  were  deterred  from  doing  so,  and  a  great  many  of 
them  would  not  enter  such  places.  They  bought  liquor  and  took  it  home,  if  they  wanted 
it. 

16459.  Then  the  liquor  business  in  the  city  was  not  so  largely  patronized  by  the 
country  people  ? — No.  I  noticed,  from  my  place  of  business,  that  on  market  days  there 
were  not  as  many  drunken  people  about  the  town,  or  entering  the  stores.  I  also  know 
that  a  great  many  of  those  men  would  not  degrade  themselves  by  going  into  low  places 
to  get  grog.     They  had  too  much  good  sense  and  respect  for  themselves. 

16460.  Do  you  think  it  was  a  good  thing  to  restrict  the  business  so  that  the  people 
felt  themselves  degraded  when  they  entered  such  places  1 — Yes,  to  a  certain  extent  it 
was  beneficial,  but  the  whole  thing  was  not  carried  out  properly.  I  refer  now  to  the 
Scott  Act. 

16461.  Do  you  believe,  if  the  Scott  Act  had  been  better  enforced,  it  would  have 
accomplished  more  good  ? — Yes.  Still,  I  think  the  authorities  might  have  better  enforced 
it.     Of  course,  all  these  things  take  time. 

16462.  You  have  expressed  yourself  in  regard  to  the  difficulties  of  a  prohibitory 
law.  Do  you  believe  a  general  prohibitory  law,  well  enforced,  would  have  a  good  effect 
on  the  business  and  industrial  interests  of  the  country,  and  the  social  condition  of  the 
people  1 — Perhaps  it  might,  if  you  could  carry  it  out.  I  am  only  speaking  of  it  as  if  it 
were  well  enforced. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

16463.  Do  you  think  it  could  be  well  enforced  with  the  public  opinion  now  1 — I  do 
not  know.  General  prohibition  would  mean  prohibition  all  over  Canada ;  or  could  you 
have  a  local  prohibition  ? 
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16464.  We  have  local  prohibition  now  in  counties,  by  the  Scott  Act.  But  I  refer 
to  a  general  prohibitory  law,  which  would  be  much  more  sweeping,  for  it  would  prohibit 
the  importation  as  well  as  the  manufacture.  Do  you  think  such  a  law  could  be  worked? 
— I  do  not.     I  am  very  doubtful  of  it. 

1646»o.  Are  you  able  to  tell  the  Commission  anything  about  the  difficulties  under 
which  the  people  suffered  in  regard  to  the  ward  divisions  of  the  city.  It  has  been 
claimed  that  the  efforts  of  the  friends  of  the  Scott  Act  to  enforce  the  law  were  greatly 
blocked  at  the  time  on  account  of  the  representatives  sent  to  the  City  Council  from 
two  or  three  wards.  "Was  any  attempt  made  to  present  that  condition  of  affairs  to  the 
Legislature,  and  obtain  a  redivision  of  the  City  ^— I  never  understood  so.  There  seemed 
to  be  a  number  of  people  in  favour  of  ward  changes,  and  giving  an  additional  number 
to  ward  5.     I  did  not  understand  there  was  anything  underhand  about  it. 

16466.  As  soon  as  the  case  was  presented  to  the  Legislature,  was  not  a  redivision 
made  1 — Yes. 

16467.  Was  the  failure  to  secure  a  redivision  earlier  due  to  hostility  on  the 
part  of  the  Government,  or  any  of  its  members  ? — I  could  not  blame  the  Government 
for  it. 

16468.  It  has  been  claimed  that  the  Scott  Act  was  not  successfully  operated, 
because  at  the  time  the  rum  element  had  a  majority  in  the  Council,  and  that  majority 
was  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  divisions  of  the  city  were  not  made  according  to  popula- 
tion, so  that  three  divisions  returned  six  members,  while  two  divisions,  having  a  larger 
population,  returned  only  four  members?  Were  the  Government,  or  was  any  member 
of  it  arrayed  in  opposition  when  the  presentation  of  the  case  was  made  for  fresh  legis- 
lation 1 — Not  that  I  know  of. 

16469.  Then,  if  the  people  had  asked  earlier  for  legislation  in  regard  to  the  re^li- 
vision  of  the  city,  they  would  no  doubt  have  obtained  it  1 — I  think  so. 

16470.  If  so,  would  the  Scott  Act  have  been  better  observed? — It  might  and  it 
might  not. 

16471.  Could  you  suggest  any  amendment  to  the  Act  to  make  it  more  workable, 
here  and  elsewhere  ? — No. 

16472.  Do  you  think  the  officers  did  their  duty  and  enforced  the  Act  during  the 
time  it  was  law  ? — Yes,  to  the  best  of  their  ability ;  but  it  was  a  new  law  and  they  had 
to  get  into  the  way  of  working  it.  It  was  evaded  as  much  as  possible,  the  people  in  the 
business  taking  advantage  of  the  defects  in  the  law. 

16473.  Did  the  officers  acquire  during  eight  or  nine  years  the  knowledge  necessary 
to  enforce  it  ? — I  think  they  got  on  better. 

16474.  And  the  condition  of  affairs  described  continued  to  exist,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  the  officers  were  efficiently  discharging  their  duties  ?~Yes.  You  did  not 
ask  me  the  question  as  to  whether  I  was  in  favour  of  the  Scott  Act  or  in  favour  of  a 
Liqense  Act.  I  am  in  favour  of  a  sound  License  Act,  and  I  supported  it  in  the  Council 
when  we  had  it  before  us,  because  I  think  the  Scott  Act  is  unreliable  and  unreasonable. 
A  man  is  allowed  to  import  as  much  liquor  as  he  pleases  and  take  it  home.  The  Got- 
ernment  collect  duty  on  that  liquor,  but  afterwards,  if  they  find  a  man  selling,  he  b 
punished.  This  action  is  very  unreasonable  to  my  mind.  On  the  other  hand,  I  think 
if  we  had  a  good  sound  License  Act  and  a  certain  number  of  licensed  houses  in  the  city,  it 
would  be  very  much  better  for  all  concerned.  There  would  be  less  litigation  and  law- 
suits, if  that  were  the  case. 

Bi/  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

16475.  Do  you  think  there  is  less  drunkenness  under  a  license  law  1 — Perhaps  there 
would,  and  perhaps  there  would  not  be.  I  do  not  think  there  would  be  any  more 
drunkenness. 

16476.  Speaking  of  the  fact  that  the  Dominion  Government  obtains  a  revenue 
from  all  liquor  that  comes  in  here,  do  you  think  that  fact  makes  it  the  duty  of  the 
Dominion  Government  to  help  the  people  here  in  enforcing  the  law  ? — I  think  if  they 
want  to  carry  out  the  Scott  Act  properly,  as  it  ought  to  be  carried  out,  they  ought  to 
pay  men  to  look  after  it. 

Hon.  Thomas  W.  Dodds. 
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16477.  The  Government  get  the  revenue? — Yes.  They  ought  to  pay  men  to  look 
after  it.  Small  pay  has  been  given  to  men  to  look  after  and  carry  out  the  Act — men 
who  were  not  at  all  adequate  to  the  work. 

16478.  You  have  spoken  in  favour  of  a  license  law :  would  you  prefer  a  license 
law  to  a  prohibitory  law,  well  enforced  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  I  would  to  a  prohibitory 
law  well  enforced  ;  but  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  you  could  not  enforce  it, 

1 6479.  But  if  a  prohibitory  law  were  well  enforcod,  would  your  prefer  it  ? — I  could 
not  say.     I  am  satisfied  you  could  not  carry  it  out. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

16480.  The  fines  amounted  to  $12,643  during  the  time  the  Scott  Act  was  in  opera- 
tion, according  to  the  statement  of  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate.  If  that  money  had 
been  expended  as  the  Order  in  Council  passed  by  the  Dominion  Government  intended, 
in  enforcing  the  Scott  Act,  what  would  have  been  the  result  ? — Did  the  Dominion 
(k)vemraent  get  the  money  ? 

16481.  No,  the  municipality  got  it ;  but  only  $2,000  of  the  amount  was  devoted 
to  enforcing  the  Act,  the  remaining  amount  going  to  reduce  general  taxation.  If  those 
$10,000  had  been  expended  during  those  years  in  enforcing  the  Act,  would  the  result 
have  been  different  ?  Would  not  the  Council  have  been  able  to  have  paid  the  officers 
better  for  looking  after  the  Act ;  was  there  any  difficulty  in  expending  it  in  the  proper 
direction  ? — I  do  not  know  that  there  was. 


CHARLES  C.  GARDNER,  of  Charlottetown,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

16482.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Charlottetown? — I  have  been  in  the  city  for 
15  years.  I  first  came  here  in  1854,  and  remained  several  years,  and  went  away  and 
came  back  again  20  years  ago.  I  lived  5  years  in  the 'Royalty,  and  then  I  came  to 
Charlottetown,  and  have  lived  here  during  the  last  15  years. 

16483.  Have  you  held  any  official  position  during  that  time? — No. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

16484.  That  takes  you  back  to  the  time  when  the  license  law  was  in  operation  1 — 
Yes,  I  was  here  during  that  time. 

16485.  Do  you  recollect  the  condition  of  the  city  under  license  ? — I  know  a  good 
deal  about  in  under  license. 

16486.  What  was  the  condition  of  the  city  under  license?  Was  liquor  sold  very 
generally,  and  was  there  much  drunkenness  ? — The  conditions  under  the  license  law 
were  altogether  different  from  what  they  are  now.  I  will  commence  with  myself,  and 
the  Commissioners  will  perhaps  excuse  me  for  being  egotistical.  I  never  was  a  temper- 
ance man,  and  I  never  belonged  to  any  temperance  organization.  In  those  days,  under 
license,  it  was  the  habit  in  meeting  gentlemen  farmers  and  other  people,  to  invite  each 
other  to  go  in  and  take  a  drink.  I  would  have  a  drink,  and  the  individuals  would  treat 
each  other  you  know,  so  that,  at  least,  I  would  have  four  or  five  drinks,  I  think. 

16487.  At  what  point  did  they  generally  stop  ? — There  was  no  stopping  point ;  a 
man  stopped  only  when  the  treating  had  gone  round  once  or  twice.  It  was  a  respect- 
able thing  to  do.  There  was  another  thing  in  those  days  :  if  a  man  living  in  the  coun- 
try was  going  to  the  city  on  a  market  day,  or  in  the  evening,  it  was  very  necessary  to 
get  in  before  sundown  or  dark,  to  avoid  drunken  men  in  carts.  Those  men  you  would 
meet  driving  out  at  a  fast  rate,  and  there  was  danger  of  being  run  down.  They  were 
people  going  out  of  town  intoxicated  on  market  days,  and  it  was  unsafe  to  be  on  the 
road.  When  I  lived  in  Summerside,  I  recollect  one  time  particiilarly  when  I  was 
coming  here,  as  I  did  quite  frequently.     It  was  a  dark  night  in  the  fall  of  the  year, 
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I  was  approaching  town,  and  it  was  very  dark,  and  I  heard  people  coming.  I  jumped 
into  the  bush  and  had  to  remain  there  an  hour  until  they  passed.  It  was  not  sale  to 
be  on  the  road  at  all,  owing  to  the  danger  of  being  run  down.  When  I  lived  outside 
here,  the  people  were  in  the  habit  of  staying  in  town  much  later  than  they  are  now, 
and  they  became  intoxicated.  I  made  it  a  rule  to  get  in  before  night-fall.  Once  I  wm 
late  and  a  man  ran  over  me.  He  broke  my  sleigh,  and  came  very  nearly  injuring  me, 
striking  me  on  the  shoulder.  He  slipped  away,  and  I  could  not  say  who  he  was.  A 
man  ran  a  great  deal  of  risk  in  those  days. 

16488.  Have  things  changed  since  then? — The  Scott  Act  entirely  changed  things. 
There  is  a  great  change,  which  was  brought  about  by  the  Scott  Act,  and  there  were 
other  features  distinguishing  temperance  from  intemperance. 

16489.  The  Scott  Act  had  a  beneficial  effect  in  this  way :  that,  whereas  formerly 
people  who  visited  the  town  went  home  drunk,  under  the  Act  they  went  home  sober  1 
— Yes.  I  think  ten  men  went  home  drunk  under  the  license  law,  to  one  man  going  home 
drunk  under  the  Scott  Act.  There  were  two  or  three  reasons.  One  reason  was  that  the 
people  who  bought  liquor  ran  a  good  deal  of  risk,  because  they  did  not  want  to  go  into 
saloons  and  afterwards  be  in  danger  of  being  called  as  witnesses  and  perjuring  them- 
selves. Another  reason  was  that  farmers,  who  were  not  so  well  acquainted  with  the 
houses  as  the  townspeople,  had  greater  trouble  in  getting  it.  The  bars  were  not 
always  open,  and  there  was  a  great  deal  of  trouble.  They  had  to  go  in  by  the  back 
way,  and  there  were  altogether  a  great  many  more  difficulties  than  when  a  license  law 
was  in  force. 

16490.  So,  in  spite  of  rather  poor  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act,  you  believe  it  did 
good  in  these  cases?— So  far  as  the  country  people  were  concerned,  it  did  a  great  deal 
of  good. 

16491.  Did  it  do  any  good  among  the  townspeople? — I  think  in  one  way  it  did 
good,  and  in  another  way  it  did  not.  Take  the  lower  class ;  they  got  liquor  more  easily 
under  the  Scott  Act  than  now. 

1 6492.  How  do  ^ou  account  for  that  ? — A  man  could  go  and  get  a  drink  and  pay 
for  it.  Of  course,  it  was  his  business  to  take  advantage  of  anything  that  was  in  the 
way  of  getting  liquor.  The  next  day  he  went  to  the  same  place  for  liquor,  without 
having  any  money.  He  told  the  seller  :*  If  you  do  not  want  me  to  inform  against 
you,  you  must  give  me  some .  liquor.  By  using  threats  in  this  way,  they  usually 
obtained  it. 

16493.  What  do  you  think  was  the  principal  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  better 
enforcement  of  the  law  ? — I  think  one  of  the  chief  difficulties  was,  that  the  oflScers 
who  had  the  enforcement  of  the  law  in  their  hands,  did  not  receive  sufficient 
pay.  It  was  not  worth  while  to  do  the  work,  for  there  was  nothing  to  be  obtained  for 
it.  It  was  extra  duty  for  the  policemen  and  for  all  concerned.  There  was  a  very 
efficient  prosecutor  brought  in,  and  his  pay  was  a  mere  pittance  for  the  work  he  was 
called  upon  to  do,  and  I  imagine  that  was  one  of  the  principal  reasons  why  the  law  was 
not  properly  enforced.  A  man  will  not  do  his  duty  without  being  well  paid  for  it, 
nowadays. 

.16494.  Do  you  think  the  repeal  was  brought  about  because  the  people  were  dis- 
satisfied with  the  Act  and  desired  a  stricter  form  of  prohibition? — I  think  various 
causes  had  a  tendency  to  bring  about  the  repeal  of  the  Act.  One  cause  was  that  the 
Act  was  not  properly  enforced,  and  I  think  a  great  many  people  got  tired  of  voting  and 
waiting  for  that  change  to  come  which  they  desired  when  they  first  supported  the 
Act.  A  great  many  occupied  that  position.  Another  cause  was  this  :  There  was  a 
long  fight  during  ten  or  twelve  years,  and  people  who  had  not  any  member  of  the 
family  addicted  to  drink,  thought  they  had  nothing  very  directly  to  go  on  fighting  for ; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  liquor  dealers  had  everything  to  fight  for.  The  supporters 
of  the  Act  thought  it  was  right  that  the  law  should  be  enforced,  and  it  had  not  been, 

16495.  Do  you  think  that  when  the  people  voted  for  the  repeal  of  the  Act,  they 
did  it  with  the  belief  and  hope  that  it  would  promote  prohibition  ? — Most  certainly ; 
because,  if  I  recollect  rightly,  at  the  time  of  the  first  Scott  Act  election,  the  adoption  of 
the  Act  was  carried  by  an  overwhelming  majority,  which  went  to  show  that  t)ie  people 
hoped  that  the  liquor  traffic  would  be  done  away  with. 
Charles  C.  Gardner. 
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16496.  So  when  the  people  found  it  difficult  to  enforce  the  Act,  and  further  found 
that  it  was  a  law  only  to  prohibit  the  sale  and  not  to  prohibit  the  importation  and  manu- 
facture, they  grew  disheartened  ? — Yes,  I  think  they  did. 

16497.  Did  you  understand  the  vote  in  favour  of  repeal,  to  be  a  vote  against  general 
prohibition  ? — Not  at  all. 

16498.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  the  temperance  men  and  the  liquor 
dealers  co-operated  in  any  way  to  retain  the  law  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  there  was  any 
co-operation  between  them  in  any  way.  Once  in  a  while  a  man,  who  was  a  temperate 
man,  but  drank  little,  might  have  had  something  to  do  with  this  ;  but  with  regard  to  the 
temperance  people  generally,  there  is  no  sentiment  in  one  that  belongs  to  the  other. 

16499.  What  is  your  belief  as  to  the  effects  of  the  drink  traffic  on  the  business 
interests  and  social  conditions  of  the  community? — I  think  It  is  most  disastrous  to  both. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

16500.  Have  you  any  reason  to  doubt  the  statement  that  the  returns  of  the  vote 
on  the  question  of  the  repeal  of  the  Act  would  show  that  in  the  very  lowest  places,  the 
rumsellers  who  were  pursuing  their  trade  in  holes  and  corners,  threw  a  large  vote  in 
favour  of  the  retention  of  the  Act  ? — I  do  ncrt  so  understand  it. 

16501.  The  statement  was  made  here  yesterday  that  the  lowest  class  of  rumsellers 
voted  to  sustain  the  Act  ? — I  do  not  think  so,  I  do  not  think  one  of  them  did. 

16502.  Have  you  examined  the  returns  in  order  to  ascertain  in  what  parts  of  the 
city  the  majority  was  given  for  the  repeal  of  the  Act  ? — No,  but  I  do  not  believe  one  of 
them  voted  for  the  retention  of  the  Act. 

16503.  Have  you  examined  the  returns  to  ascertain  the  locality  in  which  the 
largest  vote  was  given  ? — ^No,  but  my  own  personal  belief  is  as  I  have  stated  it. 

1 6504.  You  were  speaking  about  disorder.  Was  that  confined  to  farmers  at  that 
time — 14  or  15  years  ago? — Yes,  it  was  confined  to  people  who  came  into  town  on 
business.  I  do  not  say  all  the  people  were  addicted  to  drinking  in  those  days,  but  there 
were  very  few  temperance  people,  or  people  who  did  not  take  a  glass.  When  treating, 
many  a  man  got  more  than  he  intended,  and  he  became  helpless. 

1 6505.  Did  you  hear  the  statement  of  Mr.  McKenzie  in  regard  to  the  plan  of  opera- 
tions adopted  in  certain  places  whereby  people  visited  places  where  liquor  was  sold 
during  the  Scott  Act  period,  and  remained  there  ? — I  did  not  hear  Mr.  McKenzie's 
testimony. 

1 6506.  Did  you  hear  the  statement  of  Mr.  Dawson  ? — I  think  I  did  most  of  it. 

16507.  Regarding  the  operation  of  the  license  law  during  the  time  he  held  the 
office  of  License  Commissioner  and  Mayor  ? — I  heard  what  he  said. 

1 6508.  Do  you  think  that  the  license  law,  as  it  was  then  administered,  was  success- 
ful ? — Yes,  but  I  do  not  believe  in  a  license  law  in  any  shape  or  manner.  No  license 
law  in  any  way  for  me. 

1 6509.  You  prefer  the  present  condition  of  things  ? — I  prefer  anything  to  license. 
I  think  a  man  licensed  is  so  much  interested  in  the  business  that  if  any  harm  arises 
to  any  one,  he  is  responsible. 

16510.  You  think  that  if  a  municipality  adopts  a  licensing  system,  it  virtually 
becomes  a  partner  in  the  trade  ? — Yes. 

16511.  Do  you  believe  in  the  present  condition  rather  than  the  condition  of  things 
before  the  Scott  Act  came  into  force  ? — Yes.  It  is  better  in  some  respects,  and  perhaps 
not  so  good  in  others. 

16512.  In  what  way  is  it  better? — It  is  better  for  the  man  who  sells  liquor,  for  he 
has  no  license  to  pay  ;  but  as  the  case  stands  now,  it  is  better  also  for  him,  because  he 
is  not  responsible  for  the  evils  that  may  follow. 

16513.  Do  you  believe  there  is  no  responsibility  attached  to  the  municipality? — 
No. 

gigl  16514.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  redistribution  of  the  city  wards? — Yes. 
te'^:^  16515.  What  was  the  difficulty  in  regard  to  obtaining  legislation? — In  the  first 
plaice,  application  was  to  be  made  to  th<i  Legislature  to  elect  representatives  of  the  city 
by  a  general  vote.     Our  representatives  backed  up  the  scheme,  as  it  was  thought  a  good 
one,  but  on  the  members  consulting  their  constituencies  they  found  it  would  not  be 
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good  policy,  and  they  went  back  on  it,  and  they  would  not  consent  to  bring  it  forward 
We  then  did  the  next  best  thing,  and  the  result  is  what  we  have  at  present. 

16516.  That  is  what  you  were  looking  for  in  the  first  place? — No.  We  were  desir- 
ing a  general  vote,  and  to  abolish  the  wards. 

16517.  Do  you  mean  a  redistribution  of  the  city  ? — Yes. 

16518.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  the  representatives  of  the  city  thought  the 
scheme  would  not  be  very  good  policy.  Did  they  support  the  redistribution  of  the  city 
into  wards  ? — They  were  not  in  the  Government  and  had  not  much  to  say  about  it.  The 
Government  in  power  then  was  the  same  Government  as  in  power  now.  The  present 
Government  redivided  the  wards.     The  other  Government  refused  to  do  so. 

16519.  They  refused  to  divide  the  city? — They  refused  to  do  away  with  the  wards, 
and  to  give  us  what  we  waiUed. 

16520.  Did  you  ask  the  Provincial  Government  to  do  away  with  the  wards?— No. 

16521.  You  asked  the  old  Government  to  redistribute  the  city  ? — Yes. 

16522.  And  they  refused? — Yes;  not  to  redistribute  the  city,  but  to  give  us  a 
representation  of  the  whole  city. 

16523.  You  did  not  ask  the  present  Government  to  do  that? — I  was  not  here,  and 
I  do  not  know  how  it  was  brought  about. 

16524.  The  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act  was  due  largely 
we  are  told,  to  the  existence  of  three  wards  with  a  comparatively  small  population, 
which  returned  six  members  to  the  Council,  while  the  other  two  wards  containing  a 
much  larger  population,  returned  only  four  members.  Did  you  ask  the  late  Govern- 
ment to  redivide  the  city  into  wards  according  to  population  ? — I  was  not  here,  but  it 
was  done. 

16525.  By  whom? — It  was  done  by  the  Legislature.  The  Legislature  was  asked 
to  make  a  redivision. 

16526.  By  whom  were  they  asktd? — By  the  citizens,  but,  as  I  have  said,  I  was  not 
here  at  the  time. 

16527.  How  long  ago  was  that  ? — Two  years  ago. 

16528.  But  the  difficulties  under  which  you  were  labouring  had  been  apparent  for 
ten  years,  I  believe.  The  Scott  Act  only  came  into  operation  in  1881,  and  there  was  a 
period  in  which  it  was  not  enforced  on  account  of  appeals,  and  the  question  of  ju^i9di^ 
tion  arising. 

16528a.  It  has  been  established  that  there  was  apathy  in  enforcing  the  law  on 
account  of  appeals,  and  there  was  difficulty  on  account  of  these  three  wards  that  have 
been  mentioned.  The  difficulty  made  itself  apparent  as  soon  as  the  appeal  business  was 
over,  we  understand.  Were  no  steps  taken  from  1881  to  get  the  city  redivided,  in 
order  to  enable  the  temperance  people  to  overcome  this  difficulty  ? — I  do  not  know.  I 
never  took  any  active  part  in  the  temperance  movement ;  I  am  no  enthusiast. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod :  ^ 

16529.  Which  ward  in  the  city  is  the  stronghold  of  the  liquor  traffic  ? — I  think  the 
lower  wards,  1  and  2. 

16530.  Do  you  know  whether  these  wards  gave  a  majority  for  the  repeal  of  the 
Act? — I  think  large  majorities. 

16531.  Then  it  would  appear  that  they  were  not  in  favour  of  retaining  the  Act?— 
Yes. 


Charles  C.  Gardner. 
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JOHN  KELLY,  of  Charlottetown,  commission  mercliant,  on  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  as  follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

16532.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Charlottetown? — Seventeen  years. 

16533.  Have  you  been  in  business  all  that  time? — Yes. 

16534.  Have  you  ever  held  any  official  position? — Nothing  more  than  being  a 
representative  of  the  city  in  the  Council  two  terms. 

16535.  What  ward  did  you  represent? — I  represented  ward  2  when  I  was  in  the 
Council. 

16536.  Are  you  in  the  Council  now? — No.     I  am  a  Water  Commissioner. 

16537.  By  whom  are  the  Water  Commissioners  appointed  ? — They  are  elected  by 
the  city  as  a  whole. 

16538.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  in  this  city  ? — Yes. 

16539.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  it  was  successfully  enforced  here? — It  was 
enforced  about  as  well  as  it  is  in  other  provinces. 

16540.  Do  you  think  the  sale  of  liquor  was  prevented? — No,  I  do  not  think  it  was. 

16541.  Have  you  heard  the  evidence  given  as  to  the  number  of  places  where  liquor 
was  sold  when  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force? — Yes. 

1 6542.  Do  you  agtee  in  what  the  witnesses  said  ? — I  cannot  say  that  I  know  my- 
self a  number  of  places,  but  I  know  there  were  a  very  large  number,  and  I  have  no  rea- 
son to  think  the  witnesses  stated  anything  but  what  was  true. 

16543.  What  do  you  think  of  the  present  arrangement — no  license,  but  a  police 
regulation  ? — I  think  it  is  no  worse. 

16544.  Would  you  prefer  it  to  a  limited  number  of  licenses  being  issued  ? — I  would 
prefer  a  good  license  law. 

1 6545.  And  the  number  of  licenses  limited  ? — Yes. 

16546.  Would  you  favour  a  high  fee  or  a  small  one? — It  is  not  so  much  the  fee  I 
would  advocate,  as  it  is  having  a  good  license. 

16547.  A  limited  number  of  people  and  a  good  license? — Yes. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

16548.  What  do  you  mean  by  a  good  license  ? — A  license  having  proper  restrictions. 

16549.  What  restrictions  do  you  think  would  be  proper? — I  think,  for  a  license 
law  to  be  a  success,  you  must  deal  with  the  persons  who  drink  as  well  as  the  persons 
who  sell.  ' 

1 6550.  How  would  you  deal  with  the  seller  and  buyer  ? — I  would  have  the  Magis- 
trate give  a  monthly  report  from  his  court  of  all  persons  who  were  becoming  habitual 
drunkards,  and  I  would  have  the  persons  in  the  trade,  holding  licenses,  fined  very 
heavily  for  giving  liquor  to  such  persons  afterwards.  • 

16551.  You  would  allow  the  licensee  to  have  authority  to  sell  until  a  man  became 
an  habitual  drunkard  ? — Until  he  was  reported  on. 

16552.  Then  you  would  have  him  stopped? — Yes,  when  he  showed  the  slightest 
appearance  of  becoming  an  habitual  drunkard. 

16553.  Are  there  any  other  provisions  you  would  suggest? — T  would  have  restric- 
tion as  to  parties  who  should  receive  licenses,  in  order  to  see  that  the  licenses  were 
placed  in  the  hands  of  proper  men. 

16554.  What  would  you  regard  as  the  proper  qualifications  for  a  licensee? — The 
mo6t  important  would  be  that  the  man  was  an  honest  man. 

16555.  You  mean  that  he  would  observe  all  the  provisions  of  the  license  law? — - 
Yes,  the  provisions  of  the  law. 

16556.  And  not  sell  to  persons  after  they  were  reported  as  becoming  habitual 
drunkards  ?^ — Who  would  not  commit  breaches  of  the  law  at  all. 

16557.  What  other  provisions  would  you  have  in  the  law  ?  Would  you  have  pro- 
visions as  regards  hours  and  days,  and  so  on  ? — I  would  have  the  places  closed  not  later 
than  9  o'clock  at  night. 

1 6558.  How  early  would  you  open  them  in  the  morning  ? — About  7  o'clock. 
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16559.  A^oulti  you  close  at  an  earlier  hour  on  Saturday  night  1 — Yes,  I  would  close 
earlier  on  Saturday. 

16560.  Why  earlier  on  Saturday? — Because  it  would  take  away  temptation  from 
the  workingmen,  who  draw  their  pay  then. 

16561.  You  think  the  drink  shop,  then,  is  a  temptation  to  workingmen] — Yes, 
there  is  no  doubt  of  it. 

16562.  You  would  not  have  the  places  open  on  Sunday,  I  suppose? — No,  not  until 
Monday  morning. 

16563.  Do  you  remember  the  old  license  law  in  Charlottetown  ? — I  do. 

16564.  How  did  it  work  ? — At  the  time  it  was  considered  a  very  fair  law,  but  then 
the  same  sentiment  was  not  prevailing  among  the  people  that  prevails  at  present 

16565.  There  is  a  stronger  temperance  sentiment  now  ? — There  was  really  a  stronger 
temperance  sentiment  at  the  time  the  Scott  Act  came  into  force. 

i'.uiti  16566.  T)id  that  strong  temperance  sentiment  arise  in  any  degree  from  the  tempe- 
rance reform  at  that  time,  the  Blue-ribbon  movement,  <fec.  ? — Yes;  just  before  the  Scott 
Act  was  voted  on  there  was  a  very  strong  wave  all  over  the  Island,  the  movement  being 
supported  by  all  the  churches  and  temperance  societies  in  all  parts  of  the  Island. 

16567.  That  was  immediately  before  the  introduction  of  the  Scott  Act? — Yes,  it 
was  before  the  introduction  of  the  Act. 

16568.  Just  before  that  temperance  wave,  and  during  the  operation  of  the  license 
law,  you  say  the  temperance  sentiment  was  strong  ? — Yes. 

16569.  What  were  the  provisions  of  that  license  law  ? — It  was  pretty  much  a  local 
option  law.  The  licenses  were  granted  by  the  City  Council ;  but  before  they  were  granted 
to  the  applicant,  he  had  to  get  a  majority  vote  of  the  block  in  which  the  proposed  license 
was  to  be  granted. 

16570.  Then  what  did  he  pay  ? — He  paid  for  a  hotel  license,  that  is,  where  accommo- 
dation was  given  to  the  public,  by  stabling  and  beds,  and  such  like,  I  think  either  $35 
or  $40. 

16571.  What  was  the  price  of  a  saloon  license? — It  was  $80. 

16572.  Was  there  any  other  kind  of  license  granted? — There  was  a  store  license, 
which  I  think  was  about  $50,  but  I  am  not  sure. 

16573.  What  were  the  restrictions  around  the  license  under  that  license  law! 
Were  there  any  limitations  ? — Yes.     The  hours  of  closing  were  fixed. 

16574.  Do  you  remember  whether  the  restrictions  were  observed  by  the  men  hold- 
ing the  liceiise  ?— So  far  as  I  know,  they  were. 

16575.  Did  those  houses  sell  after  hours? — They  might  have  sold  after  hours. 

16576.  Did  they  sell  on  the  Sabbath  ? — They  might  sell  without  my  knowing  it. 

16577.  And  did  they  sell  to  minors? — I  do  not  think  the  law  was  very  strictly 
enforced. 

16578.  I, believe  you  held  a  license.  I  do  not  now  ask  whether  you  violated  the 
law  or  not ;  but  do  you  know  whether  licensees  violated  the  provisions  of  the  law  when 
they  had  a  chance  to  do  so  ? — I  think,  as  a  general  rule,  the  provisions  of  the  law  were 
fairly  well  observed. 

16579.  Did  you  know  of  much  illicit  sale  ? — Not  that  I  know  of. 

16580.  Do  you  know  whether  licensees  kept  a  sharp  eye  on  illicit  sellers  and 
brought  them  to  book  ? — I  never  knew  of  that. 

16581.  Do  you  know  whether  any  licensee  sold  to  an  illicit  seller? — As  I  never 
knew  an  illicit  seller,  I  could  not  tell  you. 

16582.  As  soon  as  the  Scott  Act  went  into  force,  you  went  out  of  business  and 
did  not  violate  the  law.  Do  you  prefer  a  license  law  to  the  Scott  Act,  If  the  Scott  Act 
was  well  enforced  ? — I  prefer  a  license  system  to  the  Scott  Act,  as  we  had  it 

16583.  It  was  not  well  enforced  ? — It  had  a  very  bad  effect,  I  thought,  on  the 
community. 

16584.  In  what  way  ? — It  brought  the  observance  of  the  law  into  disrepute  among 
the  people. 

16585.  Was  the  law  responsible  for  the  perjury  committed? — Yes,  to  a  great 
extent. 

John  Kelly. 
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16586.  Was  it  responsible  for  the  perjury,  or  did  it  furnish  occasion  for  the  per- 
jury ? — Those  people  would  not  do  it,  I  think ;  and  they  certainly  would  not  in  other 
cases.     They  were  not  known  to  do  it. 

16587.  Do  you  think  responsible  men  in  the  community  perjured  themselves,  or 
were  these  people  members  of  the  class  whom  the  Magistrate  referred  to  as  "  bums,"  or 
something  like  that  ? — Men,  who  would  at  first  evade  and  try  to  get  clear  of  the  question, 
would,  lat-er  on  in  the  history  of  the  Scott  Act,  no  longer  do  so. 

16588.  They  would  swear  straight  ? —Yes. 

16589.  And  you  think  the  law  was  a  bad  one  in  that  regard  1 — I  think  so. 

16590.  Was  the  perjury  in  the  minds  of  the  men,  and  did  the  law  provide  the 
occasion  to  bring  it  out  ? — I  do  not  know.     I  have  only  to  take  it  as  I  find  it. 

16591.  Do  you  think  the  law  had  any  effect  in  making  the  drink  trade  less  repu- 
table ?  You  went  out  of  the  trade  because  it  was  illegal  ? — As  a  business  it  was  not 
considered  so  reputable  as  when  it  was  regulated  by  law. 

16592.  Would  you  prefer  a  license  law  to  a  prohibitory  law  ? — Provided  a  prohibi- 
tory law  could  be  enforced,  I  think  I  would  prefer  a  prohibitory  law. 

16593.  I  am  supposing  a  time  when  public  sentiment  would  be  strong  enough  to 
stand  by  the  enforcement  of  a  prohibitory  law  :  do  you  believe  a  prohibitory  law  would 
have  a  better  effect  on  the  community  than  the  licensed  drink  trade  ?— Yes,  when  the 
time  arrives,  but  it  will  be  some  time. 

By  Mr.  Gigault : 

16594.  Under  the  Scott  Act,  what  was  the  condition  of  things  here  in  Charlotte- 
town  ;  was  there  considerable  drtjnkenness  ? — Yes,  considerable. 

16595.  Were  there  as  many  places  selling  liquor  then  as  now,  or  more  or  less,  from 
common  report  ? — Common  report  says  there  are  not  so  many  now. 

16596.  How  is  the  Scott  Act  enforced  in  the  other  portions  of  the  Island,  if  you 
know  anything  about  it  ? — I  do  not  know  very  mucli  about  it  outside  of  Ciiarlottetown. 

16597.  Is  there  a  general  improvement  as  to  temperance  in  the  Island  within  the 
last  few  years  1 — There  was  a  considerable  temperance  sentiment  about  the  time  the 
Scott  Act  was  first  voted  upon. 

16598.  Had  the  working  of  the  Scott  Act  the  effect  of  destroying  that  sentiment? 
— I  could  not  say  that,  but  I  think  it  was  not  a  matured  sentiment,  but  more  a  senti- 
ment aroused  by  excitement  at  that  time,  because  it  fell  away  very  soon.  You  used  to 
find  persons  front  country  districts  voting  for  the  Scott  Act  and  afterwards  drinking  : 
that  would  lead  me  to  believe  that  it  was  not  a  sentiment  properly  matured. 

16599.  Are  the  clergy  doing  a  good  deal  to  promote  temperance? — I  think  so. 

16600.  Are  there  some  temperance  societies  in  this  town? — Yes. 

16601.  Are  they  doing  good? — I  think  so,  but  there  are  not  so  many  temperance 
societies  as  there  were  before  the  inception  of  the  Scott  Act. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

16602.  Did  people  generally,  recognizing  the  evils  of  intemperance,  join  together 
and  vote  for  the  Scott  Act  to  lessen  those  evils  ? — That  was  the  intention. 

1 6603.  And  after  ten  years,  when  they  voted  the  Act  out,  what  was  the  conclusion 
come  to  ? — r  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  no  improvement. 

16604.  Was  the  Act  fairly  well  enforced,  or  was  an  attempt  made  to  enforce  it 
fairly  well  ? — There  was.  The  officers  of  the  city  court  tried  to  enforce  it,  and  then 
there  was  a  prosecutor  for  some  time,  and  the  Temperance  Alliance  took  a  very  active 
part  in  enforcing  it.  I  think  all  through  it  was  not  very  well  enforced,  but  it  was  as 
well  enforced  as  it  is  generally. 

16605.  Do  you  know  anything  of  its  operations  in  the  other  provinces  ? — Not  ex- 
cept from  my  acquaintance  with  people  in  the  other  provinces. 

16606.  What  was  their  experience? — Those  I  have  talked  to  from  the  other  side 
thought  they  had  done  as  much  to  enforce  it  as  in  other  parts. 

16607.  But  you  received  $12,000  here  in  the  last  ten  years  to  enforce  it,  and  you 
spent  only  $2,000.  We  have  evidence  that  some  $10,000  went  into  the  treasury,  instead 
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cpended  to  prosecute  those  violators,  so  the  municipality  could  not  have  done 
-There  is  a  considerable  difference  of  opinion  as  to  that  fund. 
\.  Was  it  not  set  apart  for  that  purpose  ? — Some  held  that  the  city  of  Char- 
was  guaranteed,  at  the  time  of  incorporation,  as  part  of  its  revenue,  all  fines 
iies  from  the  city  court. 

).  But  there  was  a  provision  made  respecting  the  Scott  Act  fines? — Buteveiy- 
lot  hold  the  same  opinion. 

).  You  determined  that  the  Scott  Act  should  not  get  the  benefit  of  the  doubt  ? 
IJouncil  I  always  opposed  placing  those  fines  to  the  credit  of  the  Scott  Act 
[.  Why? — Because  it  was  part  of  the  city  revenue. 
J.  It  was  for  the  Scott  Act? — But  it  was  provided  that  all  fines  became  part 

revenue. 
).   Was  that  the  view  of  the  gentlemen  in  support  of  the  Scott  Act?— I  do 
they  entertained  that  view,  buf  I  always  did. 

[.  Do  you  think  that  if  that  money  had  been  expended  for  the  appointment  of 
iicers  to  enforce  the  law,  a  better  showing  would  have  been  made  ? — No ;  I 
ould  have  been  very  difficult  to  enforce  the  law,  because  there  was  no  senti- 
nd  it.  I  think  it  was  a  law  in  defiance  of  public  opinion. 
).  You  say  it  was  lack  of  public  sentiment  which  caused  the  non-enforcement 
;  ?— I  think  that  was  a  great  deal  against  it ;  it  was  an  Act  in  defiance  of 
lion.  ^ 

).  Do  you  think  it  would  be  practicable  or  possible  to  enforce  a  general  pro- 
LW  throughout  the  whole  Dominion  ? — I  think  if   public  opinion  was  educated 

would  be  as  practicable  as  any  other  law. 
r.  Is  public  opinion  educated  up  to  it  now  ? — No,  I  think  not. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod  : 

i.  You  said  there  was  a  large  number  of  people  selling  liquor  illicitly  under 

Act.     Do  you  know  any  •persons  who  were  selling  under  the  Scott  Act  who 

lling  now  ? — ]N  o,  I  do  not. 

).  Then  there  are  as  many  selling  now  as   under  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  think  pro- 

lauy,  though  I  do  not  think  the  number  is  known.     I  think  the  account  given 

trshal  is  correct  as  to  the  number  he  has  found. 

).  You  think  there  are  others  ? — T  think  it  is  probable,  but  I  do  not  know  it 

[.  That  is  your  belief? — I  think  there  are  probably  more  *han  he  gave  au 


DERICK  H.  BEER,  of  Charlottetown,  grocer,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed 

By  Mr.  Gigault : 

I.  When  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force  here,  how  was  it  enforced  ? — There  were 
n  it  was  fairly  well  enforced,  and  times  when  it  was  not. 
5.  Did  it  stop  the  selling  of  liquor  ? — In  my  opinion,  when  it  was  fairly  well 
there  was  not  as  much  liquor  sold  as  at  other  times  when  it  was  not  enforced- 
L  Do  you  know  how  many  places,  from  common  report,  were  selling  liquor?— 
3repared  to  say. 

).  Do  you  think  as  many  places  then  as  now  1 — I  cannot  give  you  an  opinion. 
;  been  in  the  habit  of  going  into  them  lately. 

).  Do  you  know  what  caused  the  repeal  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — The  vote  of  the 
Charlottetown. 

'.  But  what  brought  about  a  change  of  opinion  ? — I  think  it  was  largely  owing 
-enforcement  of  the  Act. 
«N  Kelly. 
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16628.  Was  it  because  the  Scott  Act  did  not  produce  the  good  effect  which  they 
expected  1 — To  a  certain  extent,  it  was.  Had  the  Act  been  enforced,  as  it  should  have 
been,  it  would  have  produced  a  good  effect,  but  there  was  a  strong  feeling  raised  against 
the  Act  not  only  by  the  liquor  dealers  themselves  but  by  some  of  our  newspapers  writing 
against  it.  A  man  could  not  be  arrested  for  drunkenness,  but  the  Act  was.  held  up  to 
disrepute,  and  a  good  many  of  the  community  got  disgusted.  The  City  Council  would 
not  enforce  it  and  would  not  appoint  a  prosecutor.  The  last  City  Councir  dismissed  the 
one  appointed  by  the  Council  before,  and  the  prosecutor  was  nominally  the  City  Marshal. 
The  W.  C.  T.  TJ.  took  hold  of  it  to  see  what  they  could  make  out  of  the  matter.  The 
Marshal  did  good  work,  but  he  could  not  be  supposed  to  do  what  a  man  would  do  who 
was  appointed  by  the  representatives  of  the  city,  and  he  was  hampered  in  every  way. 

16629.  So  it  did  not  work  well  1 — It  did  not  work  well. 

16630.  They  became  disgusted  because  the  Act  was  not  enforced  ? — Because  it  was 
not  enforced  as  it  should  have  been. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

16631.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  Council  ? — Yes. 

16632.  How  long  have  you  been  so  ? — This  is  my  second  year. 

16633.  Has  the  liquor  party  been  in  the  majority  during  the  whole  time  the  Scott 
Act  was  in  force  ? — No. 

16634.  In  what  years  were  they  in  the  minority? — I  cannot  say.  I  was  elected  in 
1891.     That  was  the  first  year,  for  one  year ;  and  1892  for  two  years. 

16635.  Do  you  recollect  if  the  liquor  party  were  in  the  minority  in  the  Council  ? — 
They  were. 

16636.  Can  you  tax  your  memory  as  to  the  year? — I  cannot  remember. 

16637.  Would  it  be  five  years  ago? — About  that. 

16638.  Did  the  temperance  party  then  make  any  effort  to  appropriate  the  Scott 
Act  fines  that  had  accumulated,  to  the  enforcement  of  the  Act  ? — No,  they  made  an 
effort  to  appoint  a  prosecutor  and  pay  him  some  $40  a  month. 

16639.  What  is  the  population  of  the  city  ?— About  12,000. 

16640.  The  tines  have  amounted  to  over  $1,000  a  year  ? — Yes. 

16641.  Do  you  think  if  an  efficient  officer  had  been  appointed  and  fairly  well  paid, 
the  law  would  been  better  enforced  ?— Yes,  I  do.  In  fact,  and  I  was  told  not  very  long 
ago  by  a  gentleman  in  this  town,  who  is  in  the  habit  of  taking  a  little  liquor,  that 
during  the  time  that  Council  was  in  power,  it  got  down  so  fine  at  one  time  that  he  came 
from  New  York  and  crossed  the  straits  and  came  down  town  after  tea  and  wanted  a  drink 
and  had  to  try  four  different  places  before  he  could  get  it,  while  before  he  went  away 
he  could  get  it  easily ;  and  he  said  that  at  the  last  place  he  had  to  get  in  by  the  back 
door  to  get  the  liquor.  So  there  was  a  time  when  the  Scott  Act  was  fairly  well 
enforced. 

16642.  That  was  some  years  ago? — Yes. 

16643.  Was  it  owing  to  the  hostility  of  the  liquor  party  that  those  fines  were  not 
appropriated  ? — Not  in  the  Council. 

16644.  Was  the  dismissal  of  that  officer  and  the  appointment  of  another  at  810  a 
year,  owing  to  the  liquor  party  ? — It  was,  the  liquor  party  in  the  Council. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

16645.  Do  you  know  why  that  sum  of  $1 2,000  was  not  appropriated  for  the  purposes 
of  the  Act  ? — I  suppose  the  Council  was  only  too  glad  to  have  what  revenue  it  could  get 
for  the  general  fund,  for  the  sidewalks  and  streets.  The  revenue  is  small  now,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  when  the  prosecutor  was  dismissed  and  $40  a  month  was  saved,  that 
wajs  done  to  aid  the  prosecution  of  the  Scott  Act. 

16646.  That  was  done  by  a  Council  antagonistic  to  the  Act? — Yes. 

16647.  But  when  there  was  a  Council  not  antagonistic  to  the  Act,  why  did  the 
Council  refuse  or  refrain  from  appropriating  that  money  to  the  purposes  of  the  law  ?  Was 
it  a  question  as  to  whether  it  was  right  under  the  law  or  optional  with  them  ? — I  never 
heard  of  it  until  to-day.  It  never  came  up  before  the  Council.  We  understood  that 
the  organization  appropriated  this  for    that  purpose.     If  we  had  the  Scott  Act,  we 
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would  use  every  dollar  they  could  get  in  fines  for  the  enforcement  of  the  Act.    The  fines 
here  have  been  paid  into  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate's  Court. 

16648.  You  think  that  if  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force,  the  present  City  Council 
would  see  that  it  was  enforced.  Do  you  believe  that  if  a  Council,  constituted  as  this  is, 
had  been  in  existence  when  the  old  law  was  in  force,  the  law  would  have  been  better 
enforced  1 — I  believe  that  it  would  have  been  better  enforced  and  the  Scott  Act  would 
be  in  force  to-day. 

16649.  Were  there  times  when  the  law  was  enforced  better,  and  was  that  due  to 
the  composition  of  the  City  Council  ? — I  believe  there  were. 

16650.  How  about  the  wards  and  the  part  they  played  in  this  loose  method:  were 
those  wards  able  to  dominate  the  Council  ? — Always. 

16651.  And  were  they  the  minority  of  the  citizens? — Yes. 

16652.  And  has  that  changed  ? — Yes. 

16653.  You  think  in  future  it  will  be  different? — The  last  election  showed  it,  but 
it  is  pretty  close  still. 

16654.  You  have  always  lived  here? — Yes. 

16655.  Do  you  remember  the  old  license  law  ? — Yes,  something  of  it. 

16656.  Do  you  remember  the  social  condition  and  business  condition  of  things 
under  the  old  license  law? — I  was  twenty  years  a  clerk  in  my  brother's  store,  and  it  was 
a  regular  thing  on  a  market  night  to  have  ten  or  a  dozen  drunken  men  come  in,  and 
we  had  to  send  for  the  police  to  put  them  out. 

16657.  Was  drunkenness  then  particularly  noticeable  ;  did  the  people  look  upon  it 
as  extraordinary  ? — Yes. 

16658.  Is  there  a  change  since  ? — A  moral  change. 

16659.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that  ?— To  the  Scott  Act,  especially  in  the  county 
districts. 

16660.  You  think  the  Scott  Act  has  been  a  great  factor? — Certainly.  I  could  give 
the  names  of  countrymen  who  have  stated — one  especially,  to  a  friend  of  mine— that  be- 
fore the  Scott  Act  came  into  force,  he  used  to  go  home  drunk  every  market  nighty  but 
afterwards  he  went  home  sober.     He  would  not  go  into  those  places. 

16661.  That  is  representative  of  other  cases  ? — Yes. 

16662.  Do  you  mean  that  farmers,  who  previously  got  drunk  and  went  home  drunk, 
would  not  descend  to  the  means  of  getting  drunk  ? — That  was  the  statement  of  this  man. 

16663.  Do  we  understand  that  it  was  more  or  less  difficult  to  get  liquor  in  those 
illicit  places? — I  know  it  was,  from  my  own  experience. 

16664.  Did  they  flaunt  themselves  as  those  places  now  do  throughout  the  town?— 
Not  at  all ;  you  had  to  crawl  in  through  the  back  door. 

1 6665.  So  it  was  difficult  for  people  to  get  liquor  ? — Very  difficult. 

16666.  What  class  of  people  in  this  community  made  earnest  attempts  to  enforce 
the  law  ? — The  temperance  people. 

16667.  Were  they  reputable  people? — The  best  citizens,  a  large  majority  of  the 
best  citizens  wished  to  have  the  law  enforced. 

16668.  Who  were  the  leaders  in  opposition  to  the  law? — The  liquor  party. 

1 6669.  Were  they  the  most  reputable  people,  the  most  public  spirited  ?--T  am  not 
going  to  say  anything  about  a  man's  private  business. 

16670.  Who  formed  the  active,  avowed  opposition  to  the  Scott  Act? — I  think  the 
liquor  sellers  who  fought  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  in  the  last  election,  and  succeeded 
at  last  iu  defeating  it. 

16671.  Is  it  a  fact  that  after  two  or  three  months  at  the  outset,  when  the  law 
seemed  to  operate  well  for  about  a  year  and  a  half  there  was  practically  open  sale  ?— I 
remember  the  whole  thing  was  hung  up  for  some  time,  and  there  was  a  good  deal  of 
litigation  over  it. 

16672.  Do  you  believe  that  in  spite  of  the  difficulties,  the  law  had  a  good  effect  as 
an  educator  ? — I  think  it  has  had  a  very  good  effect  through  the  country  districts,  more 
so  than  in  Charlottetown. 

16673.  In  Charlottetown  its  good  effects  have  been  less? — Simply  because  it  was 
not  enforced. 

Frederick  H.  Beer. 
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16674.  Have  you  any  views  as  a  business  man  as  to  the  effect  of  the  liquor  trade 
on  other  businesses,  whether  it  is  good  or  bad  1 — I  do  not  see  how  it  can  be  anything 
but  very  injurious.  If  a  man  gets  paid  his  wages  on  Saturday  night  and  cannot  get 
liquor,  he  goes  home  and  gives  the  money  to  his  wife,  and  I  will  get  more  money  out  of 
him  ;  but  if  he  spends  money  in  liquor,  he  will  not  have  so  much  to  spend  with  other 
dealers. 

1 6675.  That  is,  the  money  spent  in  the  liquor  shop  comes  out  of  the  pockets  of 
others  ? — That  is  my  opinion. 

16676.  Do  you  believe  that  total  prohibition  of  the  manufacture  and  importation 
of  liquor  would  have  more  effect  than  the  partial  prohibition  under  the  Scott  Act  ? — K 
such  a  thing  as  total  prohibition  could  be  brought  about,  and  the  law  could  be  enforced, 
it  would  be  a  grand  thing  for  the  Dominion  of  Canada. 

16677.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  more  difficult  to  enforce  a  prohibitory  law  than 
to  enforce  a  partial  one  like  the  Scott  Act  1 — I  do  not  think  it  would  be  anything  like 
as  difficult  as  some  people,  make  it  out. 

16678.  Do  you  believe  it  would  be  more  difficult  to  enforce  total  prohibition  than 
to  enforce  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  am  certain  it  would  be  easier,  because  there  would  be  two 
laws  broken,  one  getting  it  in,  and  the  other  selling  it.  Now  it  is  allowed  to  be  brought  in. 

16679.  Have  you  heard  people  say  they  do  not  believe  that  it  is  fair  to  allow  liquor 
to  come  in  when  it  is  not  allowed  to  be  sold  ? — Lots  of  them. 

16680.  And  to  say  they  would  vote  for  total  prohibition  ? — Lots  of  them. 

16681.  Do  you  think  the  sentiment  is  as  strong  or  stronger  for  total  prohibition 
than  in  favour  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  believe  it  is  much  stronger  for  prohibition  than  for 
the  Scott  Act. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

16682.  You  say  it  was  the  liquor  sellers  who  succeeded  in  defeating  the  Scott  Act? 
— That  is  my  opinion. 

16683.  They  must  have  quite  an  influence  in  this  city  and  must  have  exercised  that 
throughout  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  period  ? — Yes,  I  suppose  so. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

16684.  My  question  was  who  were  the  leaders  in  the  agitation,  and  you  said  the 
liquor  dealers  ? — Yes. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

16685.  Were  the  majority  of  the  people  the  followers  of  the  liquor  dealers  who 
voted  against  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  ? — I  believe  so.     They  organized  it. 

1 6686.  Those  who  voted  fell  behind  those  leaders  and  voted  against  it  1 — Hiere 
might  be  some  who  voted  against  it  who  would  not  like  to  be  counted  as  followers  of 
the  liquor  dealers. 

1 6687.  Were  there  many  except  the  followers  of  the  rumsellers  1 — Not  many. 

16688.  The  majority  of  those  were  followers  of  the  rumsellers? — Yes,  I  think  so. 
As  to  the  change  in  the  wards  before  the  present  Government  came  into  power,  I  was 
one  of  a  committee  that  waited  on  the  representatives  of  the  city  in  the  old  Government 
to  ask  them  to  give  us  a  straight  vote  of  the  city  for  City  Councils.  This  they  could 
not  do,  for  reasons  of  their  own. 

By  Rev.  Df.  McLeod : 

16689.  That  is,  the  vote  of  the  whole  city  ? — Yes,  as  our  Mayor  is  elected.  We 
then  tried  to  get  our  representatives  to  redivide  the  town  and  make  it  more  representa- 
tive by  population,  and  we  had  a  very  large  deputation  to  wait  on  them  and  we  went  to 
the  House  of  Assembly  and  tried  to  get  that  bill  through  ;  but  at  the  last  the  representa- 
tives of  the  city  refused  to  have  anything  to  do  with  it  and  threw  it  out. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

16690.  When  was  that? — Four  or  five  years  ago. 

16691.  Do  you  remember  the  year? — No. 
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16692.  Was  it  1886  or  1887  ? — I  would  not  say  exactly  in  what  year. 

16693.  Did  you  stop  there  ? — We  could  not  get  any  change  in  the  cicy  representation. 

16694.  Did  the  whole  House  approve  of  that? — We  did  not  go  to  the  whole  House 
but  to  our  representatives  from  the  city,  because  the  country  members  as  a  rule  are 
guided  in  the  Legislative  Assetnbly  by  the  representatives  of  the  city  in  regard  to  city 
matters. 

16695.  Were  the  country  members  guided  by  the  wishes  of  the  representatives  o! 
the  city  in  declining  to  give  a  License  Act  after  the  Scott  Act  was  repealed  ?— I  never 
heard  there  was'  a  License  Act  proposed. 

16696.  The  matter  was  not  of  such  importance  as  to  the  re-division  of  the  wards  to 
have  a  vote  of  the  House  ? — We  saw  we  could  not  carry  it.  We  went  to  two  members 
of  the  Government.     It  was  a  Conservative  Government. 

16697.  Is  there  any  politics  in  this  ? — Lots  of  it. 

16698.  Has  that  anything  to  do  with  the  working  of  the  Scott  Act  ?— I  do  not 
think  it. 

16699.  But  it  had  to  do  with  refusing  to  allow  you  to  enforce  it  here  ? — I  think  if 
our  representatives  had  allowed  us  to  redistribute  the  votes  of  the  city,  we  could  have 
got  a  Council  to  enforce  the  Act. 

16700.  So  politics  had  something  to  do  with  it? — I  believe  so. 

16701.  Do  you  know  of  any  city  in  the  world  where  a  Council  is  elected  by  the 
whole  body  of   citizens  ? — I  cannot  say  I  do,  but  it  is  being  agitated  for. 

16702.  Where? — In  Summerside  they  are  elected  by  the  whole  city. 

16703.  What  is  its  population  ?— 4,000  or  5,000. 

16704.  Were  any  public  meetings  held  as  to  the  redistribution  of  the  city?— I 
think  so. 

16705.  And  what  was  the  result  of  the  public  meetings? — I  think  it  was  voted 
down,  as  it  naturally  would  be.  \ 

16706.  Was  that  political? — It  was  voted  down  by  a  class  of  citizens  who alwap 
go  to  those  meetings. 

16707.  Is  there  anything  else  on  this  subject  you  can  tell  us.  You  do  not  teU  us 
that  the  representatives  had  a  resolution  passed  at  a  public  meeting  in  favour  of 
declining  to  redistribute  ? — They  had  a  majority  at  the  meeting. 

16708.  Was  there  another  meeting  held  ? — Not  that  I  know  of. 

16709.  That,  then,  might  be  taken  as  an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the  people  of 
Charlottetown  ? — It  was  not. 

16710.  Was  any  attempt  made  to  get  an  honest  expression  of  the  people  of 
Charlottetown  ? — No. 

16711.  It  ended  with  that  meeting? — Yes. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

16712.  In  the  event  of  a  prohibitory  law  being  passed,  do  you  think  the  people 
who  have  breweries  and  distilleries  and  the  like  should  receive  compensation  for  their 
business  closed  by  a  prohibitory  law  ? — If  the.  majority  of  the  people  thought  it  was  a 
very  injurious  business  and  were  to  vote  to  crush  it  out  and  stop  it,  I  do  not  see  why 
they  should  be  compensated.  I  do  not  think  b,  man  should  be  compensated  for  any  thing 
which  is  not  right. 

16713.  Do  you  thiuk  that  the  temperance  people  made  an  earnest  effort  to  have  the 
change  made  in  the  ward  representation,  and  that  they  were  prevented  ? — We  made  t 
very  earnest  effort  to  do  it. 

16714.  At  last  you  succeeded? — At  last,  by  getting  different  representatives  for 
the  city  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

16715.  Did  you  send  new  representatives  instructed  to  do  this? — There  was  one 
who  was  sent  there  pledged  to  carry  this  Bill ;  that  was  Mr.  Jenkins.  Mr.  Blake,  the 
former  member,  resigned  to  run  for  Ottawa.  He  was  defeated  by  Mr.  Davies  and  Mr. 
Welsh,  and  when  he  came  back  to  the  Local  House  he  was  asked  whether  he  would 
support  this  Bill.  I  do  not  belong  to  that  side  of  politics  ;  but  I  understand  that  he 
did  not  know  very  well  whether  he  could  do  it  or  not,  and  then  Mr.  Jenkins  was  found, 
and  he  was  elected  and  pledged  to  carry  this  reform,  and  it  was  carried  out 

Frederick  H.  Beer. 
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By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

16716.  That  was  in  what  year? — At  the  last  election,  two  years  ago. 

16717.  That  was   in   1890,  and  the  Act  had  been  in  force  since  18 
Icnow  what  year  the  Scott  Act  came  in. 

16718.  Was  it  after  the  Act  was  repealed,  that  this  amendent  wi 
law  1 — I  think  it  was  after  that.     I  think  it  was  only  a  year  ago  last  De< 

16719.  And  the  redivision  of  the  city  was  made  when? — We  had  oi 
under  that  last  February. 

16720.  And  the  Act  was  wiped  out  before  you  got  this  remedy  in 
division  ? — Yes. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

16721.  Was  the  Act  of  redistribution  passed  1 — I  think  two  years  a] 

16722.  And  the  Scott  Act  was    repealed  a  year  ago  last  February? 
and  we  had  our  first  election  for  the  City  Council  last  February  under  tl 

16723.  When  was  that  Act  passed  ? — I  cannot  say. 

16724.  Was  it  after  the  repeal  of  the  Scott  Act? — I  do  not  know- 
jou  exactly. 

16725.  If  this  gentleman  ran  at  the  general  election  for  the  Dominic 
March,  1891  ? — It  was  a  year  ago  last  June  that  the  Bill  was  passed. 

The  Commission  adjourned. 
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CHARLOTTETOWN,  August  22nd,  1892. 

The  Royal  Commission  met  this  day  at  10  a.m.,  Judge  McDonald  presiding. 

Present : 
Mr.  E.  F.  Clarke.  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod.  Mr.  G.  A.  Gigault. 


JAMES  CURRIE,  of  Charlottetown,  Collector  of  Customs,  on  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  as  follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

16726.  How  long  have  you  been  Collector  of  Customs  ? — Nearly  thirteen  years. 

16727.  Are  there  any  other  ports  on  the  Island  but  Charlottetown  ? — There  are 
twelve  outports  on  the  Island  under  Charlottetown,  but  there  are  also  outports  under 
Summerside. 

16728.  How  many  outports  are  there  then  under  Summerside  ? — Four  or  five. 

16729.  Are  you  able  to  give  information  to  the  Commission  as  to  the  quantities  of 
liquor  that  have  been  imported  into  the  Island  during  the  last  few  years  1 — I  have  figures 
for  a  year  and  a  half  since  the  Scott  Act  went  out  of  operation,  and  I  have  some  figures 
for  the  corresponding  year  and  a  half  previous. 

16730.  Will  you  please  submit  these  statements  ? — I  hold  these  statements  in  my 
hand.  The  Commissioners  will  notice  that  the  statements  give  the  quantity  imported, 
and  also  the  quantity  entered  for  home  consumption,  that  is  for  the  year  and  a  half 
previous  to  the  Scott  Act  going  into  operation ;  and  then,  on  the  other  side,  they  will 
observe  the  quantities  entered  for  home  consumption,  and  also  the  quantities  imported, 
but  not  actually  entered  for  consumption.  Taking  the  first  table,  I  find  as  follows  :— 
Ales  7,570  gallons;  entered  for  consumption,  7,978.  Spirits  24,858  gallons  imported; 
34,292  entered  for  consumption.  Wines  1,407  gallons  imported,  1,743  entered  for 
consumption.  The  total  value  of  those  imported  was  $33,654 ;  total  value  entered 
for  home  consumption  $38,213.  The  total  quantity  for  the  year  and  a  half  of  all  those 
liquors,  ales,  spirits  and  wines,  imported  before  the  repeal  of  the  Scott  Act,  was  $33,835 
gallons,  and  entered  for  consumption  43,012  gallons.  During  the  year  and  a  half  after 
the  Scott  Act  was  repealed  the  quantities  imported  were  as  follows  : — Ales  5,551  gallons, 
entered  for  consumption  5,655.  Spirits  imported  32,592,  entered  for  consumption 
35,572  gallons.  Wines  imported  2,389  gallons,  entered  for  consumption  2,143  gallons; 
making  a  total  imported  of  40,532  gallons,  entered  for  consumption  43,370  gallons. 
The  total  value  imported  was  $42,122.     The  value  entered  for  consumption  was  $40,972. 

16731.  What  is  the  difference  between  those  liquors  imported  and  those  entered  for 
consumption  ? — The  imports  are  not  of  so  much  consequence  to  settle  the  temperance 
question.  The  quantities  and  values  entered  for  consumption  represent  what  was  actually 
consumed  in  the  country.  What  is  imported  may  lie  for  years  in  a  bonded  warehouse 
before  it  is  put  into  consumption.  Sometimes  the  quantities  entered  for  consxmiption 
for  a  particular  year  exceed  the  quantities  imported,  by  reason  that  they  drew  on  the 
warehouse. 

16732.  I  notice  here  that  some  years  the  quantity  entered  for  consumption  is 
greater  than  appears  to  have  been  used  by  the  people  ? — ^Yes. 

16733.  I  see  the  total  quantity  entered  for  consumption  during  the  year  and  a  half 
of  the  Scott  Act  was  43,012  gallons? — I  consider  the  imports  have  very  little  to  do  with 
the  question. 
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16734.  The  quantity  entered  for  consumption  was  43,012  gallons? — Yes. 

16735.  Taking  the  figures  for  the  two  periods  I  find,  for  example,  during  the  first 
period  :  ales,  7,978  gallons  entered  for  consumption ;  for  the  second  period,  5,655  ;  so 
there  is  quite  a  diminution  in  the  quantity  consumed  during  the  second  period.  There 
is  an  increase  of  over  1,000  gallons  in  spirits,  and  also  quite  an  increase  in  wines  during 
the  first  period  ? — Yes. 

16736.  Would  those  figures  for  the  first  period  agree  generally  with  figures  previous 
to  that  for  some  years  ? — I  think  so.  I  have  a  statement  of  what  was  actually  consumed 
during  the  fiscal  years  1887,  1888,  1889  and  1890,  both  of  spirits,  wines  and  ales. 

16737.  Have  you  that  statement  with  you  ? — Yes.  The  statement  shows  as  follows  : 
— For  the  fiscal  year  ending  1888  there  were  33,623  gallons  imported,  of  the  value  of 
$26,701,  the  duty  collected  being  $46,899.  This  was  under  the  Scott  Act,  and  was  the 
amount  entered  for  home  consumption.  For  the  fiscal  year  ending  1889,  the  total 
quantity  imported  was  30,357  gallons,  of  the  value  of  $24,234,  on  which  a  duty  was 
collected  of  $34,705.  For  the  fiscal  year  ending  1890,  the  quantity  entered  was  30,134 
gallons,  of  the  value  of  $25,750,  on  which  a  duty  was  collected  of  $38,389.  I  may 
explain  that,  in  this  instance,  I  did  not  take  the  quantity  imported,  but  only  the  quantity 
entered  for  home  consumption,  which  it  is  more  material  to  have. 

16738.  Could  you  give  the  Commission  the  quantities  for  the  three  years  before  the 
Scott  Act  came  into  force  ? — I  intended  to  give  the  Commission  a  fair  comparison,  but 
it  would  be  a  work  of  great  difficulty.  In  1884  our  Custom-house  was  burnt  down  and 
many  of  our  returns  were  destroyed,  and  we  could  never  get  them  together  in  the  same 
order ;  and,  as  I  have  said,  the  preparation  of  such  a  return  would  be  attended  with 
great  difficulty. 

16739.  I  suppose  the  information  can  be  obtained  at  Ottawa? — I  think  so.  That 
is,  for  the  three  years  previous  to  the  Scott  Act  coming  into  operation  in  this  province. 
The  return  for  the  three  years  under  a  license  system  can  be  obtained  by  consulting  the 
Trade  Returns. 

16740.  To  make  the  statement  complete  for  the  Island,  I  suppose  we  need  to  obtain 
the  return  for  Summerside  ? — Summerside  is  an  independent  port,  and  you  would  require 
their  figures. 

16741-2.  Then  your  figures  and  their  figures  would  make  up  the  statement  for  the 
whole  province? — Yes.  Charlottetown  includes  King's  and  Queen'  Counties,  and 
Summerside  includes  Prince  County.  The  statements  I  fyle  are  as  follows.  (Appendix 
No.  23.) 

By  Mr.  Gigault : 

16743.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Charlottetown? — I  have  resided  at  Charlotte- 
town  fifty  odd  years. 

16744.  How  was  the  Scott  Act  enforced  while  it  was  in  force  here,  were  liquors 
sold  ? — It  was  very  badly  enforced.  It  would  have  proved  a  good  law,  and  I  think  it 
would  have  been  better  enforced,  but  for  the  insincerity  of  a  great  many  of  its  friends. 

16745.  Were  liquors  sold  almost  freely  while  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force  ? — No, 
they  were  not  sold  freely.  They  were  sold  under  general  restrictions,  but,  nevertheless, 
they  were  sold. 

16746.  According  to  your  returns  a  large  quantity  was  sold? — A  considerable 
quantity.  You  must  not  run  away  with  the  idea,  however,  that  that  quantity  was  con- 
sumed in  Charlottetown. 

16747^  Where  was  it  consumed  ? — Probably  all  over  the  Island.  Principally,  I 
should  think,  in  King's  and  Queen's  Counties,  but  some  of  it  found  its  way,  no  doubt,  to 
Prince  County. 

16748.  How  was  the  Scott  Act  enforced  in  the  rural  districts? — I  cannot  say  so 
much  about  the  rural  districts. 

16749.  But  you  have  said  those  liquors  were  consumed? — From  common  report, 
the  Scott  Act  was  not  enforced  as  strictly  as  it  should  have  been. 

16750.  But  if  a  large  quantity  of  those  liquors  was  consumed  in  the  rural  districts, 
then  the  Scott  Act  was  not  stopping  the  use  of  liquor  ? — I  cannot  tell  what  quantity 
was  consumed  in  the  rural  districts. 
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16751.  But  you  have  said  a  large  portion  was  consumed  there,  instead  of  being 
consumed  in  Charlottetown  1 — I  said  you  must  not  run  away  with  the  idea  that  it  is  ail 
consumed  in  Charlottetown,  for  a  considerable  quantity,  of  course,  found  its  way  to  the 
rural  districts.     What  quantity  got  there,  I  am  unable  to  say. 

Bi/  Mr.  Cla/rke  : 

16752.  Are  these  proof  gallons? — Yes. 

16753.  Is  liquor  sold  retail  proof? — I  suppose  it  is  reduced.  We  take  the  returns 
in  proof  gallons,  and  these  are  proof  gallons. 

16754.  It  is  not  generally  sold  retail  up  to  the  strength  of  proof,  I  beUevel— 1 
think  the  common  practice  with  liquor  dealers  is  to  reduce  it  with  water  after  they  pur- 
chase it. 

16755.  At  what  strength  below  proof  is  it  generally  retailed? — I  cannot  tell  you. 
It  may  vary  according  to  the  honesty  of  the  man  who  retails  it,  and  he  may  sometimes 
reduce  it  to  a  very  weak  state,  and  thus  serve  the  temperance  cause. 

16756.  It  is  not  usually  sold  as  proof  ? — No. 

16757.  From  the  returns  you  have  laid  before  the  Commission,  it  appears  that  the 
quantity  entered  for  consumption  for  the  year  and  a  half  ending  31st  December,  1890, 
was  43,012  gallons.  That  was  from  1st  July,  1889,  to  31st  December,  1890,  I  suppose? 
— Yes,  it  was  the  year  and  a  half  previous  to  31st  December. 

16758.  That  would  be  1st  July,  1889  ?— Yes. 

16759.  Then  the  quantity  entered  for  consumption  from  1st  July,  1889,  toSIst 
December,  1890,  was  43,012  proof  gallons? — Yes. 

16760.  During  that  period  was  the  Scott  Act  the  law  ? — Yes.  The  Scott  Act  went 
out  of  operation  in  1890.  That  statement  is  for  the  year  and  a  half  previous.  The 
Act  went  out  of  operation  at  the  first  of  the  year,  and  our  return  is  made' up  to  31st 
December. 

16761.  The  quantity  entered  for  consumption  since  the  repeal  of  the  Act,  up  to 
30th  June  last  past,  was  43,370  gallons  ?     That  was  proof  spirit  too? — Yes. 

16762.  The  Scott  Act  was  not  in  force  during  that  period  ? — No. 

16763.  There  was  free  rum  during  all  that  time  ? — Yes,  free  rum. 

16764.  No  restriction  even? — Not  at  all,  until  we  got  this  new  local  law  carried 
through. 

16765.  When  did  that  law  come  into  force  ? — It  came  into  force  here  two  or  three 
months  ago. 

16766.  Was  it  1st  July  ?— Yes. 

16767.  This  return  is  up  to  30th  June,  1892,  I  believe  ?— Yes. 

16768.  So  the  period  of  one  year  and  a  half  from  31st  December,  1890,  was  a  free 
rum  period? — ^Yes. 

16769.  Is  that  the  way  you  show  it  in  your  report  ? — I  show  the  quantity  consumed 
and  the  quantity  entered  for  consumption  up  to  30th  June,  1892. 

16770.  The  period  from  31st  December,  1890,  to  30th  June,  1892,  was  the  free  rum 
period,  I  believe? — From  that  date  you  can  ^x  the  time  of  the  free  rum  period.  Up  to 
30th  June,  1892,  I  do  not  think  the  late  Act  was  in  operation. 

16771.  Then  there  was  free  rum,  and  no  restriction  as  to  sale? — I  do  not  belieTe 
there  was  any  restriction. 

16772.  Have  you  any  doubt  on  that  point? — No,  I  have  no  doubt. 

16773.  Then  there  was  an  increase,  according  to  your  figures,  of  358  gallons  entered 
for  consumption  in  the  year  and  a  half  of  free  rum,  as  compared  with  the  last  year  and 
a  half  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — Yes,  according  to  that  return  ;  and  if  it  be  according  to  that 
return,  there  was  that  increase. 

16774.  There  were  43,012  gallons  entered  for  consumption  for  the  year  and  a  half 
ending  31st  December,  1890,  and  there  were  43,370  gallons  entered  for  consumption  for 
the  year  and  a  half  ending  30th  June,  1892  ?— That  would  be  358  gallons  of  difference 
in  the  year  and  a  half. 

16775.  How  do  you  account  for  the  fact  that  there  was  so  little  increase  in  the 
quantity  of  spirits  entered  for  home  consumption  during  the  period  of  free  rum,  as  it  is 
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called,  compared  with  the  period  during  which  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force  1 — T  cannot 
account  for  it  in  any  other  way  except  that  the  people  are  beginning  to  see,  or  at  all  events 
a  great  many  who  were  in  the  habit  of  drinking,  are  beginning  to  see,  that  excessive 
drinking  is  to  their  injury.  Of  course  there  are  some  twenty  or  thirty  roughs  in  the 
city  who  drink  the-  usual  quantity,  and  will  do  so,  I  suppose,  so  long  as  they  last.  But 
there  are  moderate  drinkers,  and  I  believe  they  see  that  excessive  indulgence  in  drink  is 
not  beneficial. 

16776.  You  think  they  commenced  to  taper  off  after  the  Scott  Act  was  I'epealed  'i — 
Yes,  with  the  exception  of  the  out-and-out  drunkards.  The  moderate  drinkers  do  not 
drink  nearly  so  much.  •     • 

16777.  That  is  the  way  you  account  for  the  slight  difference  between  the  consump- 
tion during  the  period  of  free  rum  an'd  during  the  last  year  and  a  half  of  the  Scott  Act  1 
— I  do  not  know  how  to  account  for  it  in  any  other  way,  because  the  restrictions  put  on 
it  are  not  a  sufficient  bar  to  prevent  a  man  drinking.  He  will  go  on  drinking  if  he 
desires  liquor. 

16778.  How  do  you  account  for  the  consumption  during  the  Scott  Act  period. 
Was  there  not  difficulty  in  getting  liquor  during  that  period  ?  I  think  you  have  so 
stated  ? — They  got  it  illegally,  and  they  sold  it  illegally. 

16779.  That  was  during  the  time  the  Act  was  law.  Did  the  fact  that  it  Vas  illegal 
to  buy  liquor  and  illegal  to  sell  liquor  quicken  the  appetite  of  any  portion  of  the  popula- 
tion ? — The  law  was  not  enforced. 

16780.  I  think  you  said  that  the  law  was  not  enforced  as  strictly  as  it  should 
have  been  1 — Yes. 

16781.  Will  you  explain  that  answer  more  fully  ? — I  cannot  explain  it  in  any  other 
way  than  as  I  am  going  to  state.  We  have  in  this  community  really  hard  temperance 
workers,  men  who  are  honest  in  their  belief,  and  who  desire  the  blessing  of  God  on  their 
efforts ;  but  we  have  others  who  profess  to  be  temperance  men,  who  are  not  really  temper- 
ance men,  and  when  a  man  is  not  sincere  in  advocating  a  cause,  it  is  better  that  the  man 
should  have  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

16782.  Do  those  insincere  people  vote  for  the  Scott  Act? — They  do.  I  believe 
jou  could  not  get  four  out  of  every  ten  supporters  of  the  Scott  Act  who  had  not 
drank  while  the  Scott  Act  was  in  operation,  tinder  some  excuse  or  other. 

16783.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  they  procured  liquor  illegally? — No;  they  could 
procure  it  by  a  doctor's  certificate:  I  have  known  men  (I  am  not  going  to  give  any 
instances),  temperance  men,  who  drank  under  one  excuse  or  other. 

16784.  If  they  were  not  ill,  it  would  be  illegal  and  unfair  to  obtain  a  doctor's 
certificate  with  which  to  procure  liquor  from  the  druggist  ? — I  do  not  know  anything 
about  that.  • 

16785.  These  men  would  be  quite  sincere  if  they  voted  for  the  Canada  Temperance 
Ace,  then  only  procured  liquor  when  they  were  ill,  or  required  it  for  medical  pur- 
poses. Do  you  refer  to  that  class  ? — ^Yes ;  but  it  appears  they  have  been  ill  very 
frequently,  and  if  the  information  obtained  from  druggists  and  also  from  doctors  is 
correct — of  course  I  cannot  give  away  anything  confided  to  me  in  confidence— I  think 
there  has  been  a  lot  of  insincerity  about  it. 

16786.  You  think  the  illness  was  chronic  in  some  cases  ? — It  may  have  been  honest 
enough  in  some  cases. 

16787.  And  it  may  have  been  chronic  ? — I  cannot  tell  whether  it  was  chronic  or 
temporary. 

16788.  What  portion  of  those  insincere  people  would  there  be  in  the  community  ? 
Do  you  say  four  out  of  every  ten  ? — I  said  you  cannot  get  four  out  of  every  ten  of  those 
who  professed  to  be  friends  of  the  Scott  Act  who  had  not  been  drinking  during  the 
time  it  was  in  operation,  and  I  maintain  that  statement. 

16789.  Do  you  know  whether,  after  the  Scott  Act  became  the  law,  there  were 
larger  quantities  of  liquor  brought  in  by  express  or  in  small  packages  for  private 
domestic  consumption  and  office  consumption,  and  so  on  ?  That  is,  liquor  purchased  at 
Halifax  and  St.  John,  on  which  duty  had  been  collected  there,  purchased  from  the 
wholesale  dealer  ?  Have  you  any  means  of  knowing  that  ? — I  have  no  idea  of  what 
quantity  was  brought  in  in  that  way.     I  have  no  idea,  I  say,  of  the  quantity  ;  but  I 
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believe  there  was  a  very  large  quantity  brought  in  duty-paid  from  Halifax  and  St 
John,  and  I  think  also  from  Montreal. 

16790.  You  would  have  no  record  of  that? — No  ;  we  have  no  record  of  that 

16791.  That  should  be  added  to  the  quantity  shown  in  your  statement  ?— It 
should  be  added  to  the  quantity  shown  in  the  statement. 

16792.  The  same  rule  would  apply  to  quantities  that  might  have  been  consumed 
since  the  Scott  Act  was  defeated  or  set  aside  ? — I  cannot  say  as  to  what  quantity  was 
consumed. 

16793.  Would  you  favour  a  re-enactment  of  the  Scott  Act,  if  it  could  be  efficiently 
enforced? — I  think -we  have  a  very  gdbd.Act  now,  and  if  made  a  little  stricter 
and  enforced  with  all  the  strictness  with  which  it  is  possible  to  enforce  it,  I  think, 
under  the  present  circumstances,  it  will  be  better  than  the  Scott  Act,  because  those 
who  thirst  after  liquor  can  now  go  and  get  it,  while  those  who  thirsted  for  liquor  before 
would  have  to  act  as  sneaks  in  order  to  get  it.  Now  they  do  not  divest  themselves  of 
their  manhood  if  they  want  a  drink,  for  they  can  go  and  get  it,  but  before  they  would 
sneak  in  through  a  back  door.  Looking  around  Charlottetown,  I  may  say  that  the 
particular  clause  in  the  Act  closing  up  the  houses  at  six  o'clock  on  Saturday  evening  is 
an  excellent  one.  Any  one  who  has  been  residing  in  Charlottetown  for  a  length  of 
time  as  I  have,  and  who  has  seen  the  conduct  of  the  men  who  drank  under  the  Scott 
Act  and  under  the  License  Act  and  now  under  the  present  Act,  must  say  that  this  is  a 
most  excellent  Act.  I  have  noticed,  since  this  Act  came  into  operation,  that  a  den  in 
Charlottetown,  which  I  believe  is  one  of  the  worst  places  in  the  province,  or  even  in  the 
Dominion,  and  which  during  the  time  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force  was  a  complete 
pandemonium,  has  been  very  much  improved.  That  den,  I  believe,  is. owned  bv  a 
reverend  gentleman  who  has  allowed  his  sub-tenants  to  go  to  the  devil  while  he  himself  has 
gone  somewhere  else  to  make  converts  to  the  gospel.  I  have  been  taking  notice  of  the 
behaviour  of  those  unfortunate  people  during  the  last  month,  and  their  conduct  is 
admirable. 

16794.  Is  this  due  to  the  absence  of  the  reverend  gentleman  or  to  the  repeal  of  the 
Scott  Act  ? — That  has  happened  since  the  present  law  came  into  operation.  I  can  prove 
what  I  am  stating. 

16795.  There  has  been  a  marked  improvement  in  the  character  of  the  place,  yoa 
say  ? — I  do  not  care  for  the  laughter  that  is  occasioned  here,  for  I  came  here  to  tell  the 
truth.  If  anything  I  have  stated,  or  am  about  stating  displeases  some  of  my  friends 
here,  I  cannot  help  it.  In  regard  to  this  particular  place,  the  reverend  gentleman  has 
had  to  take  notice  of  it  and  ventilate  it  through  the  press. 

16796.  There  has  been  a  marked  improvement  in  the  conduct  of  those  who  frequent 
vthat  dive  since  the  repeal  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  cannot  tell  you  about  those  who  frequent 
it.  There  is  peace  and  quietness  and  apparent  sobriety,  and  the  people  appear  to  be 
more  decent  and  seem  to  be  more  inclined  to  be  industrious. 

16797.  Do  you  think  that  has  been  owing  in  any  degree  to  the  new  law  regulating 
the  sale  of  liquor  ? — I  think  so,  because  when  the  taverns  were  allowed  to  be  open  till 
ten  o'clock  and  even  later,  young  men  would  purchase  liquor  and  go  to  such  dives  and 
haVe  a  regular  saturnalia  there  during  the  whole  of  Saturday  night  and  Sunday 
morning. 

16798.  You  attribute  the  quietness  of  the  place,  comparatively  speaking,  to  the&ct 
that  there  are  not  the  same  class  of  people  going  there  ?— I  cannot  tell  about  that,  but 
they  have  not  got  the  liquor. 

16799.  And  liquor  is  sold  freely  throughout  the  city? — A  working  man,  if  he  is 
engaged  at  work  until  six  o'clock  in  the  evening,  has  not  an  opportunity  to  purchase 
liquor,  for  these  places  are  all  shut  up  sharp  at  six  o'clock  on  Saturday,  and  therefore  he 
has  to  go  without  it. 

16800.  Did  they  have  an  opportunity  of  purchasing  liquor  after  six  o'clock  during 
the  Scott  Act  period  ? — They  had  no  opportunity,  except  illegally. 

16801.  Of  course,  all  sales  were  illegal,  except  those  by  druggists  ;  but  did  they  pro- 
cure liquor  under  the  Scott  Act  ? — It  was  patent  to  every  one  that  they  procured  liquor 
without  a  great  deal  of  difficulty. 
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16802.  Is  it  more  difficult  to  purchase  it  now? — You  cannot  purchase  it  now  after 
six  o'clock  on  Saturday  evening. 

16803.  You  have  had  experience  of  the  operation  of  this  free  sale  under  certain 
police  restrictions,  and  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act.  Would 
you  favour  a  rigid  license  law  in  preference  to  either  a  law  that  would  reduce  the  num- 
ber of  places,  say  from  75  to  25,  and  make  the  hours  during  which  liquor  should  be  sold 
as  short  as  possible  ? — Prohibition  is  the  law  we  want  and  require,  but  we  are  not  pre- 
pared for  complete  prohibition.  If  the  temperance  lecturers  are  active,  and  if  the  indus- 
trious and  temperate  people  work  hard,  perhaps  in  the  course  of  10  years  the  people  may 
be  more  ripe  for  prohibition  than*  they  are  to-day.  But  in  regard  to  favouring  the  Scott 
Act  in  preference  to  this  law,  I  think  this  law  is  better,  because  under  the  Scott  Act, 
until  a  change  comes  over  the  sentiment  of  the  drinking  people,  they  are  determined  to 
have  liquor,  and  now  they  can  get  it  without  resorting  to  the  expedients  they  have  had 
to  resort  to  under  the  Scott  Act,  in  breaking  the  law  and  the  regulations  as  they  did. 
Prohibition  in  this  province — I  am  speaking  especially  of  this  province,  and  I  am  refer- 
ring to  no  other  part  of  Canada — from  its  unusual  position,  would  be  very  hard  to  carry 
out.  There  would  be  smuggling  ;  there  would  be  illicit  stills,  and  to  carry  out  prohibi- 
tion, it  would  be  almost  necessary  to  have  the  co-operation  of  other  places  :  that  is  to 
say,  if  prohibition  existed  in  other  plaqes  this  province  could  not  get  its  supplies  from 
any  other  country  ;  but  so  long  as  it  can  get  its  supplies  from  any  other  country,  a  pro- 
hibitory law  would  be  evaded  and  broken,  just  as  the  Scott  Act  was. 

16804.  Then  you  think  that  a  prohibitory  law  to  be  enforced,  would  have  to  extend 
over  the  whole  Dominion  and  countries  contiguous  to  this  Island  1 — There  are  foreign 
countries,  such  as  St.  Pierre  and  Newfoundland  and  the  West  Indies,  where  our  people 
could  obtain  their  supplies.  % 

16805.  Then  you  think,  unless  prohibition  prevailed  in  those  countries  as  well,  it 
would  be  impossible  to  enforce  such  a  law  here  ? — I  think  so.  • 

16806.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  country  districts  of  the  Island  ? — Not  a 
great  deal,  that  is,  in  regard  to  the  drinking  habits  of  the  people. 

16807.  What  is  your  knowledge  in  regard  to  them  1 — I  think  some  of  them  obtained 
liquor  and  drank  liquor  during  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act. 

1680C.  Did  they  get  it  here  or  bring  it  here  from  New  Brunswick,  Nova  Scotia, 
Halifax  or  St.  John  ? — Those  engaged  in  the  sale  of  it  in  the  country  districts,  I  think 
were  in  the  habit  of  getting  a  good  deal  in  Charlottetown,  and  perhaps  more  from 
Halifax. 

16809.  Was  the  law  fairly  well  enforced? — In  fact  they  were  in  the  habit  of  get- 
ting it  wherever  they  could. 

16810.  Do  you  think  the  law  was  fairly  well  enforced  in  the  country  districts? — I 
do  not  think  it  was.  I  know  I  have  often  been  driving  in  Charlottetown  in  my  wagon, 
and  I  would  have  to  haul  into  the  ditch  or  against  the  fence  to  save  myself  from  being 
capsized  and  the  wagon  broken,  because  the  country  people  were  coming  home  pretty 
drunk. 

16811.  Did  that  condition  of  things  exist  lately  during  the  Scott  Act  period? — 
Yes.  It  was  the  Scott  Act  period  of  which  I  spoke.  During  the  Scott  Act  the 
habit  was  to  go  into  some  place  and  purchase  a  bottle,  and  then  they  would  drink  all  of 
the  bottle,  and  they  would  not  be  sober  when  they  commenced  to  drive  home. 

16812.  During  the  Scott  Act  travellers  to  the  city  were  obliged  to  get  out  of  the 
road  on  account  of  people  Under  the  influence  of  liquor  going  home  from  Charlottetown  ? 
Was  that  the  case  ?  —  Yes. 

16813.  Have  you  found  any  diminution  in  the  number  of  such  cases  since  the  Scott 
Act  was  repealed?-— I  cannot  say.  I  have  found  a  great  many  drunken  people  going 
home  since  the  Scott  Act  went  out  of  operation. 

16814.  There  was  a  witness  the  other  day  who  gave  evidence,  and  said  that  he  was 
obstructed  in  getting  into  the  city  before  the  Scott  Act  period,  but  not  since  ? — Before 
the  Scott  Act  period  in  1880,  of  course,  there  was  a  great  deal  of  drunkenness,  and  a 
great  many  unruly  people  driving  home  out  of  the  city.  There  is  no  doubt  about  that, 
and  it  cannot  be  denied.     That,  I  say,  was  in  1880,  previous  to  the  Scott  Act. 

16815.  Has  there  been  any  improvement  since? — I  think   there  has  been  a  little. 
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16816.  As  a  resident  of  Charlottetown,  and  as  a  person  who  has  resided  here  for 
many  years,  have  you  noticed  a  decrease  in  drunkenness  during  the  past  15  or  20  years 
— 5  think  during  the  last  8  or  9  years,  (I  will  not  go  so  far  back  as  15  years)  there  has 
been  a  decrease.  I  account  for  it  iij  this  way  :  During  1880  and  up  to  1890  the  drunk- 
ards were  better  behaved.  They  were  getting  drink  at  the  hotels,  but  they  were 
frightened  to  get  into  the  hands  of  the  police,  for  they  would  have  to  explain  where  they 
got  the  liquor ;  and  in  that  way  they  were  a  little  better  behaved,  although  they  drank 
a  good  deal,  probably  as  much  as  they  did  before  1890. 

16817.  Then  the  number  of  arrests  and  convictions  for  drunkenness  is  not  a  fair 
indication  of  the  drunkenness  which  existed  during  the  Scott  Act  period  ? — It  is  not  a 
fair  indication  of  the  drinking,  although  it  may  be  a  fair  indication  of  the  drunkenness. 

16818.  I  think  you  said  they  kept  out  of  the  way  of  the  police  1 — Yes ;  out  of  the 
way  of  the  poUce,  but  many  of  them  got  drunk  nevertheless.  They  were  not  so  free  in 
exposing  themselves  to  the  of&cers  of  the  law. 

16819.  Were  they  more  likely  to  be  arrested  during  the  Scott  Act  period,  it  being 
illegal  to  purchase  liquor,  than  under  the  present  law  ? — ^The  law  is  being  enforced  so 
far  pretty  well. 

16820.  Are  they  more  likely  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  police  now,  if  they  are 
drunk,  not  having  to  sneak  into  back  places,  lest  they  should  be  called  upon  to  give 
evidence  as  to  where  they  got  the  liquor  ? — A  man  does  not,  unless  he  is  excessively 
drunk  and  deprived  of  his  reason,  want  at  any  time  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  police. 
But  I  think  under  a  license  law  they  are  not  so  much  on  guard.  They  were  more  oa 
their  guard  under  the  Scott  Act,  and,  I  repeat,  not  so  much  on  guard  under  the  license 
law  ;  and  many  men  who  are  careless  of  their  reputation  think  that  the  worst  punisb- 
mpnt  that  can  overtake  them  is  a  fine.  Sometimes  our  fines  are  very  small,  and  the 
people  do  not  care  much  for  them,  and  accordingly  they  are  careless  whether  they  fall 
into*the  hands  of  the  police  or  not.  That  is  one  point  I  wish  to  mention,  that  our  fines 
for  drunkenness  are  too  small.  They  should  be  increased  one  hundred  per  cent ;  and 
the  term  of  imprisonment  should  also  be  increased,  and  drunkenness  should  be  invested 
with  the  terrors  of  the  law  as  much  as  any  other  crime.     It  is  not  quite  so  now. 

16821.  Do  you  think  under  the  Scott  Act,  when  the  people  got  into  those  dives  and 
places,  they  frequently  drank  to  excess  ;  they  got  drunk  and  remained  there  until  they 
became  sober,  so  as  not  to  be  arrested  by  the  police? — I  have  not  known  them  to  do  that 

16822.  There  was  a  witness  yesterday  before  the  Commission  who  stated  that  there 
was  a  good  deal  of  that  kind  of  drinking  going  on,  that  people  who  got  into  those  illegal 
places  and  took  too  much  liquor  remained  there  until  they  got  sober  lest  they  should  M 
into  the  hands  of  the  police.  Do  you  know  anything  about  that  condition  of  affairs?— 
Nothing,  but  by  common  report. 

16823.  What  was  it? — That  they  remained  under  cover,  as  you  state;  but  I  have 
no  personal  knowledge  of  it. 

16824.  You  do  not  know  anything  about  the  character  of  the  liquor  sold  ?— The 
character  is  villainous  I  think.  I  have  noticed  a  man  go  into  a  place  to  get  liquor— a 
man  who  was  talking  to  me  on  the  market  square,  an  acquaintance  from  the  countn*, 
and  not  a  drinking  man  by  any  means  or  one  who  drinks  to  excess,  and  I  saw  him 
some  time  afterwards,  it  was  not  one  hour,  and  the  man  was  useless,  and  apparently 
deprived  of  his  natural  powers. 

16825.  Was  he  paralyzed  ? — He  was  paralyzed. 

16826.  Do  you  attribute  that  condition  to  the  quality  of  the  drink  he  got? — ^There 
was  no  doubt  about  it,  to  my  mind. 

16827.  Do  you  think  if  the  penalties  for  the  infringement  of  the  Canada  Temper- 
ance Act  were  made  more  severe  ;  if  the  lowest  penalty  was  imprisonment  without  the 
option  of  a  fine  for  the  first  offence,  the  Act  could  be  better  worked  ?  Or  could  yw 
make  any  suggestions  to  the  Commission  as  to  amendments  to  the  Act,  either  respect- 
ing the  Act  itself,  or  penalties  for  infringements  of  it,  or  any  other  matters  in  order  to 
make  it  more  workable  here  and  elsewhere  1 — I  think  it  is  impossible  to  legislate  a  man 
to  be  a  temperance  man  any  more  than  you  can  legislate  a  man  who  belongs  to  the 
Catholic  church  to  be  a  Baptist,  or  a  man  who  belongs  to  the  Presbyterian  church  to 
be  a  Catholic.     I  believe  that  the  power  of  the  law  will  not  make  a  temperance  man. 

James  Currie. 
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You  must  touch  his  moral  sensibility  ;  you  must  convince  him  that  liquor  is  an  injury 
to  him,  and  that  he  is  hurting  himself  by  taking  it ;  but  the  greater  the  restriction  you 
throw  around  the  trade,  the  more  eager  he  is  to  get  liquor.  The  pulpit  and  the  tem- 
perance lecturer  can  do  far  more  than  legislation  to  make  real  temperance  men,  sincere 
temperance  men,  and  men  who  will  stick  to  their  temperance  principles. 

16828.  Are  not  the  various  temperance  associations  and  Women's  Christian 
Temperance  Union  promoting  the  cause  ? — Yes,  and  they  are  doing  a  great  deal  of  good. 

16829.  More  than  is  done  by  restrictive  laws? — I  think  so. 

16830.  Do  you  attribute  any  of  the  decrease  in  drunkenness  to  the  existence  of 
the  Scott  Act  ? — I  think  that  any  decrease  that  has  taken  place  in  drinking  is  more  to 
be'attributed  to  the  good  advice  drinkers  get  from  the  lecturer  and  from  the  preacher  than 
to  anything  else. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

16831.  According  to  your  figures,  there  was  a  slight  decrease  of  the  liquor 
entered  for  consumption  in  the  year  and  a  half  prior  to  the  repeal  of  the  Scott  Act,  as 
compared  with  the  year  and  a  half  subsequent.  Do  you  attribute  that  in  any  degree  to 
the  working  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  think  the  quantity  is  so  very  slight  and  the  difference 
is  so  very  small,  I  hardly  know  to  what  to  attribute  it. 

16832.  Would  it  be  possible  to  compare  any  other  year  and  a  half  of  the  Scott  Act 
with  a  year  and  a  half  since  the  repeal  of  the  Act  ? — We  could  get  it  were  it  not  for 
the  misfortune  that  our  custom-house  was  burned  a  few  years  ago.  I  could  get  for  the 
Commission  the  quantities  of  liquor  imported  three  years  prior  to  the  Scott  Act.  I  regret 
very  much  that  I  am  not  at  present  able  to  produce  these  figures  before  the  Commission, 
but  these  returns,  of  course,  can  be  obtained  from  the  Dominion  Trade  Returns. 

16833.  Are  you  able  to  say  whether  during  any  year  and  a  half  of  the  Scott  Act 
there  was  a  considerably  less  quantity  entered  for  consumption  than  in  the  year  and  a 
half  you  have  quoted,  or  in  the  year  and  a  half  subsequent  to  the  repeal  ? — I  could  not 
tell  you  that  from  memory. 

16834.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  possible  to  obtain  such  a  statement,  say  for  the 
first  year  and  a  half  of  the  Scott  Act,  or  a  year  and  a  half  midway  1 — There  might  be 
less.  Some  years,  under  any  Act  or  any  law,  there  is  less  drunkenness  than  in  other 
years  ;   but  I  could  not  answer  that  question  from  memory. 

16835.  D^d  you  notice  at  any  time,  during  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act,  any 
year  or  half  year  when  the  consumption  of  liquor  in  Charlottetown  was  evidently  les^ 
than  in  any  other  like  period  ? — I  have  noticed  at  times,  during  the  Scott  Act,  months, 
and  perhaps  several  months  at  a  time,  during  which  there  might  be  less  drinking  and 
less  drunkenness  than  there  was  under  the  old  License  Law. 


Rev.  G.  W.  FISHER  recalled. 
By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

16836.  Is  the  book  now  shown  to  you  the  Journal  of  proceeflings  of  the  Grand 
Division  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance  of  Prince  Edward  Island,  at  the  session  hold  at 
Hamilton,  October  28th,  1891  ?— It  is. 

1 6836a.  In  the  report  of  the  Grand  Scribe  presented  at  such  session  of  the  Grand 
Division  appears  the  following : — 

**  I  think  I  am  auite  safe  in  saying  that  not,  for  many  years,  has  there  been  so  much  drinking 
among  the  young.  Hundreds,  yes,  thousands  of  our  boys — boys  yet  in  their  teens,  many  of  them 
belonging  to  Christian  homes  and  Christian  parents — are  fast  going  the  way  that  leadeth  dowTi  to 
death,  dragged  down  by  the  drink  curse." 

The  report  was,  on  motion  of  Rev.  G.  W.  Fisher,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance  and  State  of  the  Order.     [Pages  13  and  14.1 

In  the  report  of  said  Committee  appears  the  following  : — 

'*  We  agree  with  your  Grand  Scribe  that  the  present  is  a  critical  time  in  the  history  of  our 
order  and  of  the  temperance  cause  ip  this  Province.  The  repeal  of  the  Scott  Act  in  Charlottetown 
has  emboldened  the  liquor  party.  From  Charlottetown  liquor  is  being  distributeil  throughout  the 
country.  Tippling  and  drunkenness  are  on  the  increase.  There  is  ffreat  need  for  a  long  pull,  a 
strong  pull,  and  a  pull  all  together  on  the  part  of  temperance  workers.       [Page  20.  ] 
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MICHAEL  p.  HOGAN,  of  Charlottetown,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
follows :  — 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

16837.  What  is  your  business  or  occupation? — lam  a  lumber  dealer  and  have 
resided  here  seventeen  years,  excepting  two  years  in  Ohio,  Yarmouth  County,  during 
the  Scott  Act  period.  I  think  the  Scott  Act  was  enforced  as  far  as  it  was  possible; 
but  it  was  not  well  enforced,  because  one-half  the  community  did  not  back  it  up. 

16837a.  But  the  Act  was  voted  on  two  or  three  times  and  sustained  by  the  people. 
How  can  you  account  for  that  ? — The  majorities  were  very  much  reduced.  Those  who 
voted  for  its  introduction  first,  and  its  reintroduction  the  second  time,  voted  against  it 
the  third  time. 

16838.  Do  you  consider  the  last  vote  was  an  honest  expression  of  the  people  of 
Charlottetown  against  the  Scott  Act  1 — No  aoubt,  even  as  regards  some  of  the  temper- 
ance people.  As  I  heard  a  witness  state  here,  even  mqn,  presumably  temperance  men, 
have  used  the  means  of  liquor  to  get  certain  parties  to  vote  for  the  Act. 

16839.  What  do  you  mean  by  "  used  the  means  of  liquor  to  get  parties  to  vote  for 
the  Act?" — Some  parties,  in  order  to  get  voters  in  the  city  to  support  the  introduction 
of  the  Act  would  get  parties  I  knew  to  vot.e  with  them,  who,  if  left  to  their  own  ideas, 
Avould  have  voted  against  the  Act. 

1 6840.  By  what  argument  did  they  induce  them  to  vote  1 — There  are  several  per- 
sons in  the  city,  men  addicted  to  drink,  who  would  vote  whichever  way  a  man  wished 
them  to  vote,  if  he  gave  them  a  bottle  of  liquor. 

16841.  You  think  the  people  were  given  liquor  to  induce  them  to  vote  for  the  Scott 
Act  ?— I  do. 

16842.  Do  you  know  any  instance  of  people  being  given  liquor  to  induce  them  to 
vote  for  the  Scott  Act? — I  do. 

16843.  Were  any  attempts  made  during  the  period  the  Act  was  in  force  to  provide 
accommodation  for  farmers  by  opening  houses  where  they  could  get  equal  accommoda- 
tion and  comforts  as  those  obtained  during  the  license  period  in  licensed  houses?— Not 
to  my  knowledge.    There  might  have  been. 

16844.  And  no  attempt  was  made  to  provide  such  accommodation? — Not  to  my 
knowledge.  I  have  heard  that  some  parties  undei'took  to  provide  temportiry  houses,  but 
they  could  not  support  them  with  the  trade  they  obtained,  without  selling  liquor. 

16845.  Was  liquor  sold  generally  during  the  Scott  Act  period? — I  could  not  say 
that.  I  am  not  a  drinking  man,  and  never  was  drunk  in  my  life  ;  and  during  all  the  time 
of  the  Scott  Act,  unless  my  business  took  me  into  one  of  those  houses,  I  never  visited 
them. 

16846.  Was  there  a  marked  decrease  in  drunkenness  as  seen  on  the  pubhc  streets! 
I  think  not. 

16847.  Would  you  favour  a  re-enactment  of  the  Scott  Act? — I  would  not. 

16848.  Why? — Because  I  believe  it  had  a  great  tendency  to  perjury. 

16849.  Is  that  the  only  reason? — That  would  be  my  principal  reason 

1 6850.  You  say  that  attempts  to  enforce  the  law  led  to  perjury  ? — Yes,  and  I  think  it 
very  materially  interferes  with  the  social  condition  of  the  community. 

16851.  Drinking,  as  a  social  custom,  is  dying  out  very  fast.  You  made  a  reference 
to  persons  enjoying  themselves  at  social  gatherings  ? — Yes. 

16852.  Do  you  think  that  some  people  could  not  enjoy  themselves  without  being 
supplied  with  liquor  ? — Some  could  not.  I  still  believe  the  large  majority  of  the  com- 
munity take  liquor. 

16853.  You  mean  that  some  of  those  who  voted  for  the  Act  take  liquor,  as  well  as 
all  who  voted  against  it  ? — ]Pdo. 

16854.  That  would  account  for  a  good  deal  of  the  difficulty.  Were  the  police  dih- 
gent  ? — So  far  as  T  know,  they  were. 

16855.  Were  they  interfered  with  and  blocked  and  prevented  from  discharging 
their  duty  by  the  Council  changing  its  complexion  from  year  to  year  ? — I  have  no  doubt 
they  were. 

Michael  P.  Hogan. 
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16856.  Then  the  officers  were  not  to  blame  if  the  persons  who  appointed  them  did 
not  want  the  Act  enforced  ? — I  can  not  say. 

16857.  Would  the  appointment  of  special  officers  by  the  Dominion  or  Provincial 
Grovernments  to  enforce  the  Act,  have  proved  more  beneficial  ] — I  think  it  would. 

16858.  Local  influences  were  at  work  detrimental  to  the  enforcement  of  the  Act? — 
Yes. 

16859.  Would  the  imposition  of  heavier  penalties  for  violation  of  the  Act  render 
it  more  workable,  such,  for  instance,  as  imprisonment  instead  of  the  imposition  of  a  fine  1 
— The  object  desired  to  be  attained  could  never  be  attained  by  the  Act  whatever  penal-  • 
ties  might  be  imposed. 

16860.  Can  you  suggest  any  remedy  for  the  difficulties  in  connection  with  the  Act  1 
— I  thought  the  Act  was  not  constitutional. 

16861.  Would  you  favour  a  general  prohibitory  law,  a  law  that  would  prohibit  the 
manufacture,  importation  and  sale  of  liquor  ? — No,  I  would  not. 

16862.  Permitting,  of  course,  the  sale  of  liquor  for  manufacturing,  medicinal  and 
sacramental  purposes  ? — I  would  not  favour  it. 

16863.  Why? — Because,  I  believe,  such  a  law  never  could  be  enforced. 

16864.  Do  you  know  any  country  where  such  a  law  is  in  force? — I  do  not  know  of 
any. 

1 6865.  Have  you  had  any  experience  in  the  State  of  Maine  ? — No. 

1 6866.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  prohibitory  law  in  force  there  ? — No. 

16867.  You  cannot  suggest  any  change  in  the  Act  to  improve  its  machinery  and 
make  it  workable  ? — The  only  improvement,  I  think,  would  be  the  enactment  of  a  strin- 
gent license  law. 

1 6868.  You  would  prefer  that  to  the  present  free  sale  under  police  regulations  ? — I 
do  not  approve  of  the  present  system. 

16869.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  better  to  have  a  rigid  license  law? — Yes. 

16870.  Restricting  the  number  of  places  ? — Certainly. 

16871.  Is  there  at  presenf  a  better  condition  of  things  than  there  was  under  the 
Scott  Act  ? — I  have  the  idea  that  it  is  a  very  bad  example  to  the  community  to  see  bar- 
rooms at  every  corner. 

16872.  You  think  it  would  be  better  to  close  them  up? — Yes,  by  all  means. 

16873.  But  you  think  that  cannot  be  done? — That  cannot  be  done 

16874.  As  that  would  not  be  practicable,  would  you  favour  a  license  law? — Yes. 

16875.  To  reduce  the  number  of  places? — Yes,  and  impose  very  heavy  penalties. 
Then  the  community  would  get  the  benefit  of  the  high  license ;  and  more  than  that, 
accommodation  would  be  provided  for  the  community,  which  they  require  and  desire. 
If  the  parties  failed  to  fulfil  the  conditions  of  the  license,  then  let  the  license  be  taken 
away  from  them. 

16876.  Do  you  think  a  saloon  is  preferable  to  an  hotel  bar:  by  a  saloon,  I  mean 
a  place  where  nothing  else  is  sold  except  whisky  ? — I  think  that  might  be  abolished 
entirely. 

~i6877.  You  prefer  of  the  two  to  have  the  hotel  licensed  and  the  saloon  cut  oflF? — 
Yes. 

By  Mr.  Giyault : 

16878.  Were  you  a  supporter  of  the  Scott  Act  when  it  was  first  submitted? — I 
supported  it,  but  it  was  not  altogether  on  my  own  convictions. 

16879.  For  what  reason  do  you  not  support  it  now  ?— ^Because  I  found  it  made 
enemies  of  neighbours  socially,  and  I  have  seen  considerable  perjury  on  that  account ; 
what  I  considered  was  actual  perjury. 

16880.  Do  you  think  it  favoured  temperance? — I  could  not  say  that  it  did,  because 
I  saw  as  much  drinking  in  the  town  during  the  time  of  Ine  Scott  Act  as  there 
was  previous  to  it.  No  doubt  the  conditions  have  very  much  changed.  When  I  came 
to  the  Island,  17  years  ago,  there  was  a  very  large  amount  of  shipping  in  the  port,  and 
trade  was  generally  pretty  good.  The  young  men  of  the  town  had  plenty  of  money. 
This  was  just  after  the  building  of  the  railway,  and  there  was  a  large  amount  of  employ- 
ment offered.     Ship-building  was  going  on,  and  ships  came  to  the  port.     Money,  I  say, 
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was  plentiful,  and  liquor  cheap.  Liquor  was  manufactured  on  the  Island  at  that  time, 
and  there  was  a  great  deal  mm-e  drinking  then  from  those  causes.  At  the  present  time 
the  inhabitants  have  not  the  money  with  which  to  drink,  and  there  is  no  employment 
for  the  young  men  of  the  country,  and  they  are  obliged  to  go  abroad,  and  they  continue 
to  go  abroad.  I  repeat,  that  thoy  have  not  the  n^oney  with  which  to  get  liquor  to  the 
same  extent  now  as  they  had  previously. 

16881.  Have  temperance  lecturers  and  clergymen  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  bring- 
ing about  the  strong  temperance  sentiment  on  the  Island  ? — They  have. 

16882.  Have  temperance  societies  done  a  good  deal? — They  have  done  what  they 
could,  but  they  have  not  worked  as  strongly  as  they  did  about  the  time  of  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  Act. 

1 6883-4.  Was  the  introduction  of  the  Act  a  result  of  the  efforts  of  the  temperance 
societies  and  the  strong  temperance  sentiment  prevailing  1 — To  my  mind  it  was. 

1 6885.  A  good  many  people  voted  for  the  Scott  Act  because  they  favoured  temper- 
ance 1 — Yes. 

16886.  Were  they  deceived  as  to  the  results  1 — They  were. 

16887.  Have  you  lived  in  the  United  States  at  any  time  ? — Yes. 

16888.  What  law  with  respect  to  the  liquor  traffic  was  in  force  in  the  State  where 
you  lived  ? — I  do  not  remember.  I  did  not  inquire  how  it  was  in  Baltimore,  but  I  did 
particularly  in  Sandusky,  Ohio,  when  I  was  there.  They  had  a  very  high  hcense,  the 
license  for  a  hotel  costing  $200  or  $300.     The  cost  of  license  here  was  a  trifle. 

16889.  How  did  the  high  license  system  work? — The  high  license  system  worked 
very  well. 

16890.  Did  it  decrease  drunkenness? — I  had  very  little  experience,  but  I  think  it 
decreased  drunkenness.  The  principal  inhabitants,  of  course,  were  educated  people,  and 
you  very  seldom  saw  people  intoxicated. 

16891.  While  the  Scott  Act  was  in  force  in  Charlottetown,  was  it  a  notorious  fact 
that  liquor  could  be  procured  ? — I  think  it  could  be  procured  everywhere,  and  it  appears 
to  me  there  was  more  drinking  going  on  then.  As  a  witness  here  remarked,  the  people 
became  careless.  They  expected  to  be  able  to  get  liquor  in  the  old  places,  and  some- 
times they  did,  and  sometimes  they  did  not.  On  account  of  the  restrictions  of  the  Scott 
Act,  when  they  did  get  into  a  place  selling  liquor,  they  took  liquor  away  with  them  in 
bottles  and  jars,  &c.,  and  they  took  too  much,  which  they  would  not  have  done  if  ihe 
business  had  been  conducted  as  at  present. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

16892.  You  have  said  that  the  friends  of  the  Scott  Act  used  liquor  in  their  canvass. 
Do  you  know  that  of  your  own  knowledge,  or  is  it  mere  rumour  ? — I  was  present  and 
saw  it.  V 

\  16893.  You  saw  friends  of  the  Scott  Act  use  liquor  in  their  canvass  to  get  votes  in 
favour  of  the  Act  1 — I  did. 

16894.  In  how  many  cases  did  you  see  it? — I  did  not  pay  much  attention.  1 
remember,  however,  one  particular  occasion. 

16895.  On  one  particular  occasion  you  saw  a  temperance  man  give  liquor  to  get  a 
vote  for  the  Scott  Act  ?— I  did. 

Rev.  Dr.  McLEOD. — I  hope  we  may  know  the  name  of  the  person  at  some  time. 
Judge  McDONALD. — Certainly  not. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

16896-7.  You  do  not  know  of  any  other  case? — I  saw  a  great  deal  of  want  of 
sincerity  in  the  matter. 

16898.  Do  you  employ,  as  a  lumber  dealer,  many  hands? — Not  a  great  many,  four 
or  five.     Sometimes  when  I  am  building,  I  employ  more  men. 

1 6899.  Are  you  a  lumber  dealer  or  a  builder  ? — A  lumber  dealer. 

16900.  Some  years  you  employ  more  than  the  number  you  have  mentioned? — Some 
years  when  I  am  building. 

Michael  P.  Hog  an. 
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16901.  Have  you  found  the  drink  trade  afifect  your  employees  at  all? — It  never  did 
affect  my  employees.     I  would  not  employ  a  man  addicted  to  drink. 

1 6902.  Because  they  are  not  as  valuable  to  you  ? — They  are  not  so. 

16903.  It  is  on  business  principles  that  you  do  not  employ  drinking  men? — I  do 
not  employ  a  man  that  I  know  to  be  addicted  to  drink. 

1 6904.  Do  yQU  believe  that  the  drink  trade  does  make  men  less  valuable  labourers  ? — - 
Undoubtedly. 


Rev.  W.  W.  BREWER,  of  Charlottetown,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

1 6905.  I  understand  you  are  a  clergyman  of  the  Methodist  Church  ? — Yes. 

16906.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Charlottetown? — Three  years;  but  I  lived 
in  the  vicinity  four  years,  from  1870  to  1874.     This  is  my  second  residence  here. 

16907.  Then  you  have  lived  on  the  Island  all  the  time? — No.  I  have  also  lived  in 
the  States,  in  St.  John  and  Fredericton,  and  in  other  places  in  the  adjoining  provinces. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod: 

16908.  You  know  something  of  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  in  Charlottetown  ? — 
I  do. 

16909.  What  was  the  effect? — So  far  as  my  knowledge  goes,  good. 

16910.  I  suppose  you  have  heard  and  read  the  statement  that  the  law  was  not  very 
well  enforced  at  that  time ;  do  you  agree  with  that  statement  ? — I  do  in  part. 

16911.  Will  you  state  your  views  about  the  enforcement,  whether  the  Act  wjis 
worked  ? — During  the  twelve  months  of  my  residence  in  the  city  during  the  enforcement 
of  the  Act,  when  it  was  not  enforced  it  was  owing  to  local  causes,  and  perhaps,  to  some 
extent  owing  to  the  apathy  of  some  temperance  people.  In  my  part  of  the  city — and 
my  residence  was  in  the  upper  end  of  the  city — I  did  not  know  of  more  than  one  place 
in  which  liquor  was  reported  as  being  sold.  My  work  largely  laid  then  in  that  part  of 
the  city,  and  I  was  not  then,  as  now,  as  well  acquainted  with  the  lower  part,  but  I  can 
speak  positively  as  to  the  upper  part  of  the  city.  Liquor  was  not  sold,  so  far  as  my 
knowledge  goes,  in  any  but  one  or  two  places.  * 

16912.  You  believe,  notwithstanding  the  difficulty  of  enforcement,  there  were  good 
results  produced  by  the  Act  ? — I  am  very  positive  about  that. 

16913.  As  a  teacher  of  morals  and  religion,  do  you  find  the  law  in  ar^y  degree  an 
assistance  to  you  and  other  moral  teachers  ? — Most  certainly,  T  do. 

16914.  You  are  interested  in  moral  reform  in  the  city  in  some  special  way  I  believe  ? 
— Yes.  I  have  been  so  interested,  especially  during  my  second  pastorate  in  the  First 
Methodist  Church. 

16915.  WiU  you  state  the  character  of  your  work? — It  was  work  enterprised 
specially  on  behalf  of  working  men  and  men  who  were  out  of  employment  during  the 
winter  months.  We  had  a  membership  of  about  480.  We  did  social  purity  work  and 
temperance  work.  About  150  during  the  winter  and  early  spring  months  took  the 
pledge  and  kept  it :  that  is  to  say,  75  per  cent  of  those  who  took  the  pledge  kept  it.  I 
shall  be  very  glad  to  answer  any  question  put  to  me  by  the  Commission  concerning  this 
work. 

16916.  Were  these  working  men,  shore  men? — Yes. 

16917.  And  men  who  go  to  sea  sometimes  ? — Yes,  a  great  many  of  them  were  sailors 
during  the  summer  days. 

16918.  Men  who  were  not  in  the  habit  of  attending  church  very  regularly? — 
Seventy-five  per  cent  of  them  did  not  attend  any  place  of  worship. 

16919.  I  suppose  they  belonged  to  aU  denominations? — Fully  50  per  cent  belonged 
to  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.     It  was  run  altogether  on  undenominational  lines.     My 
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church  had  no  official  connection  whatever  with  the  movement.  Another  enterprise  was 
social  reform,  and  it  too  had  no  church  connection  whatever.  We  did  social  work  and 
temperance  work. 

16920.  Were  any  proportion  of  those  with  whom  you  had  to  do  young  men  who 
had  thrown  off  all  moral  restraint,  and  were  somewhat  reckless  as  to  their  conduct?— 
Largely  so,  although,  undoubtedly,  there  were  some  well-behaved  young  men. 

16921.  Did  you  find  that  the  drink  habit  in  any  considerable  degree  was  responsible 
for  that  reckless  and  uncared  for  condition  ? — Altogether. 

'  16922.  And  do  you  believe  the  drink  trade,  as  established,  had  any  relation  to  that 
drink  habit  ? — I  have  no  doubt  of  it. 

16923.  Did  you  find  that  the  law,  even  though  not  as  well  enforced  as  you  and 
others  would  desire,  helped  you  in  your  endeavours  to  promote  sobriety  among  those 
men  ? — I  had  not  enterprised  those  undertakings  in  Scott  Act  days. 

16924.  Since? — During  the  time  of  free  rum. 

16925.  A  witness  has  described  to  the  Commission  a  place  that  was  most  wretched 
under  the  Scott  Act  and  possibly  under  free  trade  in  liquor.  Do  you  know  anything 
about  that  place,  having  had  to  do  with  the  men  you  have  described  ? — I  know  a  good 
deal  about  it.  I  did  not  know  anything  about  it  during  the  Scott  Act  period,  but  I  have 
known  a  good  deal  of  it  during  free  rum. 

16926.  Was  liquor  openly  sold  there  during  the  days  you  speak  of,  subsequent  to 
the  Scott  Act  ?— Yes. 

16927.  Was  it  a  menace  to  your  work  ? — It  was  a  menace  not  only  to  ray  work, 
but  to  all  Christian  work  and  moials  in  the  city. 

16928.  Did  you  find  your  men,  after  having  signed  the  pledge,  liable  to  be  ledawaj 
by  that  establishment? — Yes,  but  not  specially,  however,  by  any  one  place  where  liquor 
was  sold.  There  were  places  into  which  liquor  was  taken  in  small  quantities,  not  speciaUy 
the  place  to  which  reference  has  been  made  ;  in  fact,  not  more  to  that  place  than  to 
other  places  of  a  like  character  in  the  city. 

16929.  You  have  said  you  know  a  good  deal  about  that  place.  Did  you  know  any- 
thing specially  about  it  that  you  did  not  know  about  other  places  ? — We  have  no  place 
like  it  in  the  city.  It  stands  alone.  But  there  has  been  quite  an  improvement  during 
the  past  few  months.  I  attribute  the  improvement  in  the  moral  and  sanitary  condition 
of  the  place  to  the  police,  to  police  activity  backed  up  by  Christian  effort ;  especially  to 
police  activity.  As  soon  as  the  facts  of  the  case  were  made  known  to  the  police,  they 
at  once  addressed  themselves,  with  myself,  to  the  moral  reformation  of  the  place.  It 
has  been  closed  up,  and  I  do  not  think  liquor  is  sold  within  its  precincts  to-day. 

16930.  You  have  observed  the  working  of  the  Scott  Act  elsewhere? — I  have  in 
Fredericton. 

16931.  What  has  been  the  result  of  your  observation?  By  the  way,  do  you  know 
anything  of  the  license  law  in  Fredericton  ? — Yes. 

16932.  What  was  the  result  of  your  observation  of  the  license  law  in  Fredericton, 
and  the  city  under  the  Scott  Act  ? — During  the  Scott  Act  period  there  was  an  improve- 
ment aU  round  in  the  city. 

16933.  You  know  Marysville?— Yes. 

16934.  You  were  pastor  there,  I  believe? — Yes,  for  three  years. 

16935.  Is  the  condition  of  Marysville  good? — It^was  greatly  improved  under 
the  Scott  Act. 

16936.  No  drink  is  sold  there  at  all  ? — There  is  no  drink  sale  within  the  limits  of 
what  was  then  known  as  Marysville,  and  is  now  known  as  part  of  the  city. 

16937.  ^rom  your  general  observation  of  the  attempted  prohibition,  though  partial, 
do  you  believe  that  prohibition  is  a  help  to  moral  and  religious  efforts  ?^I  believe  it  is. 

16938.  That  the  restriction  of  the  sale,  even  though  there  may  be  violations,  helps 
a  good  many  people,  who  otherwise  might  fall  into  drinking  habits  ? — I  have  no  doubt  of 
it,  and  especially  the  classes  to  whom  reference  has  been  made,  and  who  are  reached  by 
my  own  "  Harbour  Light,"  the  institution  to  which  I  have  referred. 

16939.  As  an  observing  man,  have  you  noticed  the  effect  of  the  drink  trade?— 
I  have.  ^ 

16940.  What  is  the  effect  ?— It  is  bad. 
Rev.  W.  W.  Brewer. 
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16941.  I  suppose  you  know  of  cases  that  illustrate  your  statement? — Yes, 
unfortunately. 

16942.  Have  you  noticed  that  in  Charlottetown  the  illicit  diink  trade,  prior  to  the 
repeal  of  the  Scott  Act,  and  the  drink  trade  when  the  License  Act  prevailed,  had  an 
effect  on  the  social  condition  and  the  home  life  of  the  people  ? — Yes,  a  bad  effect. 

16943.  Have  you  noticed  how  it  affects  the  industrial,  business  and  agricultural 
interests? — I  am  not  prepared  to  give  a  definite  answer  as  to  its  effect  on  mercantile  and 
industrial  matters. 

16944.  Have  you  noticed  the  effect  on  employees  in  manufacturing  establish- 
ments, the  effect  among  artisans  ? — I  have. 

16945.  What  is  the  effect  among  artisans? — Its  effects,  so  far  as  I  have  l)een  able 
to  observe  them  within  my  sphere  of  observation  during  the  past  winter,  have  been  very 
bad  indeed.  Again  and  again  I  have  had  appeals  for  help,  and  I  have  traced,  in  almost 
every  instance,  the  destitution  to  excessive  drinking.  One  case,  if  I  might  be  allowed 
to  mention  it,  which  came  under  my  observation  last  winter  is  a  very  sticking  one.  I 
have  not  met  with  another  one  just  as  bad.  The  wages  earned  by  the  man  were  $1.40 
or  $1.50  per  day,  and  he  was  employed  on  the  railway.  I  found  the  family  in  a  state  of 
utter  destitution.  I  inquired  the  reason.  This  man  was  earning  $1.40  or  $1.50  per 
day,  and  was  in  steady  employment,  and  I  thought  that  he  and  his  family  should  not 
be  in  such  a  destitute  state.  His  wife  handed  me  a  bill  for  one  month's  liquor.  I 
obtained  the  bill  and  I  took  it  to  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  after  having  made  a  correct 
copy,  and  asked  him  to  certify  as  to  its  correctness.  I  have  that  bill,  if  it  will  be  of 
any  use  to  the  Commission. 

16946.  How  much  did  it  amount  to?— $16.42.  I  will  remove  the  name  of  the 
buyer  and  the  seller  and  then  hand  it  in  as  part  of  my  evidence.     [Appendix  24.] 

16947.  Was  the  man  working  every  day? — Yes. 

16948.  He  was  not  drinking  so  as  to  be  incapacitated  for  work? — No. 

16949.  This  was  his  bill,  and  he  was  able  to  keep  at  work  every  day? — Yes.  T\na 
is  an  exceptional  case,  although  I  have  met  with  cases  almost  as  sad  as  this. 

1 6950.  Do  you  believe  the  man  would  be  able  to  get  liquor  in  this  way  under  the 
Scott  Act? —I  do  not. 

16951.  Would  the  liquor  dealer  oe  able  to  collect  his  bill  under  the  Scott  Act? — 
He  would  not. 

16952.  Do  you  know  of  cases  of  men  who  have  drank  more  or  less  freely  when  the 
sale  has  been  legal,  to  return  to  drink,  to  any  extent,  when  the  sale  was  illegal  ? — I  do. 
I  have  an  instance  in  my  present  church,  but  not  in  the  Second  Methodist  Church. 

16953.  From  your  observation  and  your  contact  with  men,  do  you  believe  there  is 
a  growing  feeling  in  favour  of  the  prohibition  of  the  trade  ? — I  do.  I  think  the  public 
conscience  is  being  educated,  and  has  taken  higher  ground  this  year  and  during  the  past 
years  than  ever  before. 

16954.  Do  you  believe  the  legalization  of  the  trade  under  any  form  of  license 
would  help  the  public  conscience  ? — I  do  not. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

1 6955.  Do  you  prefer  the  present  system  of  free  sale  to  a  rigid  license  system  ? — 
Certainly.     I  would  not  in  any  way  sanction  license. 

1 6956.  Do  you  prefer  the  present  system  to  a  rigid  license  system  ? — Yes.  If  I 
were  restricted  to  the  two  systems,  I  would  favour  the  present  system  rather  than 
license.  My  church  has  pronounced  against  license  in  any  form,  and  as  a  minister  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  I  must  take  that  position. 

16957.  So  you  prefer  the  free  sale  of  rum  in  Charlottetown  to  the  sale  under 
license  restriction,  by  which  the  number  of  licensed  places  would  be  reduced  probably  one- 
third  ? — You  make  me  say  what  I  do  not  want  to  say. 

1 6958.  What  do  you  want  ? — I  want  prohibition. 

16959.  If  your  choice  should  lie  between  Scott  Act  and  license  and  free  sale, 
which  would  you  prefer  ? — I  should  prefer  prohibition.  I  will  accept  the  Scott  Act  if 
we  cannot  have  prohibition,  and  if  we  cannot  have  the  Scott  Act  I  will  take  the  present 
law,  having  had  something  to  do  with  making  the  present  law. 
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• 

16960.  You  prefer  the  present  free  sale  to  a  license  system  ? — Yea 

16961.  There  is  no  misunderstanding  with  regard  to  that? — No. 

16962.  Are  there  liquor  places  now  in  that  part  of  the  city  where  you  live  1— Yes. 
Not  exactly  in  the  vicinity  of  my  parsonage,  but  within  a  block  or  two. 

16963.  How  many  1 — I  do  not  know,  I  am  sure,  how  many  liquor  places  there  are 
in  the  city  at  present. 

16964.  I  am  only  asking  you  in  regard  to  the  locality  in  which  you  live  ? — There  is 
no  place  within  the  locality  in  which  I  live ;  but  I  am  fairly  well  acquainted  with  the 
entire  city,  and  the  lower  part  of  it,  and  I  suppose  there  are  60  or  70  places  in  which 
liquor  is  sold  at  the  present  time. 

16965.  You  do  not  know  anything  about  the  upper  part  of  the  city  ? — Yes.  There 
are  some  places,  though  so  far  as  I  know  there  are  only  three  or  four  places,  where 
liquor  is  being  sold. 

16966.  You  have  said  there  was  one  place  in  the  upper  part  of  the  city  where  liquor 
was  sold  during  the  Scott  Act  period  1 — One  or  two  suspected  houses. 

16967.  How  many  are  there  now,  in  which  liquor  is  sold  openly? — I  should saj 
three  or  four. 

16968.  Then  the  effect,  so  far  as  that  part  of  the  city  is  concerned,  haB  been  to 
increase  the  number  of  places  from  one  or  two  suspected  to  three  or  four  open? — Yea, 
so  far  as  my  knowledge  goes. 

16969.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  improvement  in  the  condition  and 
surroundings  of  the  rum  hole  referred  to  was  due  to  the  action  of  the  police  largely  ?— 
To  the  police  and  to  Christian  effort  along  special  lines. 

16970.  What  part  did  the  police  take  ? — I  may  say  I  became  acquainted  with  the 
"  Palace  "  from  being  called  to  visit  some  very  poor  people  who  were  sick.  I  at  once 
reported  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  "  Palace  "  to  the  police,  and  sought  their  aid  in 
finding  the  number  of  liquor  places  and  number  of  bad  houses,  etc.  The  police  at  onc« 
came  to  my  help,  and  we  worked  together  in  the  matter. 

16971.  Do  you  think  if  the  attention  of  the  police  had  been  drawn  to  this  place 
previously,  they  would  have  been  as  energetic  in  doing  their  duty  ? — I  have  found  the 
police  always  quick  to  answer  when  information  w^  given  them. 

16972.  How  long  had  that  place  carried  on  its  notorious  trade? — I  had  no  know- 
ledge of  the  place  until  my  pastoral  duties  called  me  to  that  part  of  the  city. 

16973.  So  soon  as  the  attention  of  the  police  was  drawn  to  it,  they  co-operated 
with  you  ? — Yes,  directly. 

16974.  Do  you  know  anything  about  Frederic  ton? — Yes,  I  was  pastor  of  a  church 
there  for  three  years. 

16975.  Was  that  at  the  time  the  rumsellers  were  sent  to  jail? — No. 

16976.  Do  you  know  anything  about  their  imprisonment  ? — No. 

16977.  You  did  not  hear  how  they  were  treated  "when  they  were  in  jail  ? — I  know 
how  they  were  treated  in  jail. 

16978.  Well,  how  were  they  treated  ? — I  think  they  were  treated  very  well. 

16979.  What  was  the  effect  on  the  community  of  having  men  convicted  for  the 
third  offence  and  sent  to  jail  to  be  treated  as  they  were  treated,  being  permitted  liquor 
and  not  being  attired  in  prison  clothing,  or  having  prison  food,  or  having  the  strict 
discipline  of  the  jail  ?  What  was  the  effect  of  those  offenders  being  treated  in  the  way 
they  were  ? — I  do  not  know.  I  never  thought  of  the  matter  particularly.  It  came  to 
me  in  this  way  :  that  perhaps,  as  their  offence  was  not  exactly  a  criminal  offence,  they 
were  treated  as  debtors  might  be  treated  when  taken  to  jail.  That  was  my  idea  of  the 
matter.  And  I  supposed  that  perhaps  if  they  were  taken  to  jail  again,  they  would  be 
treated  with  greater  rigour.  I  have  noticed  men  in  our  jail  who  were  sent  there 
for  violation  of  the  Scott  Act,  and  they  were  treated  as  other  prisoners,  but  were  not 
required  to  do  hard  labour. 

16980.  Did  they  get  the  same  food? — Yes,  the  same  food. 

16981.  Are  other  prisoners  permitted  to  procure  their  own  food  to  meet  their  own 
wishes  ? — Only  by  permission  of  the  Jail  Commissioner. 

16982.  How  long  is  it  since  this  man  was  dismissed — this  man  whose  bill  you  have 
put  in  ? — He  has  not  been  dismissed,  and  is  still  in  the  employ  of  the  railway  authorities. 

Rev.  W.  W.  Brewer. 
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16983.  This  is  one  month's  bill? — Yes.  It  is  an  exceptional  bill,  but  I  have 
another  instance  almost  as  bad  among  the  artisan  class  in  the  city.  I  do  not  think  there 
is  a  man  engaged  in  the  liquor  trade,  except  this  ilian,  who  would  have  sold  that  quantity 
of  liquor  to  an  artisan,  and  done  such  an  iniquitous  thing.  I  know  the  men  engaged  in 
the  liquor  business  very  well,  and  I  am  able  to  take  a  fair  estimate  of  them,  and  I  do 
not  think  there  is  another  man  who  would  have  done  that,  except  this  man. 

16984.  I  observe  there  is  an  item  for  fish  1 — There  is  $1.50  for  fish. 

16985.  Is  that  another  way  of  entering  liquor? — I  believe  it  was  for  fish. 

16986.  There  is  an  item  also  for  tea? — Yes,  tea  and  pickles.  I  judge  it  is  an 
honest  statement  taken  from  the  maxi's  books. 

By  Judge  McDonald: 

16987.  You  did  well  to  qall  the  attention  of  the  Commission  to  such  a  bill  as  this. 
It  is  a  most  iniquitous  transaction  and  one  which  will  throw  a  flood  of  light  on  this 
business.  Part  of  the  charges,  I  observe,  are  for  games;  I  suppose  they  are  for 
games  of  chance? — Yes. 

1 6988.  The  law  does  not  allow  such  games  ? — There  was  no  law  at  that  time.  Since 
the  date  of  this  bill  we  have  a  law,  or  rather  we  have*  a  restrictive  measure. 

16989.  A  man  now  must  have  a  license  for  a  billiard  table,  and  the  room  must  be  in 
a  separate  part  of  the  building? — Such  a  state  of  things  could  not  happen  in  the 
city  to-day. 

By  Mr.  Gigault : 

16990.  Would  you  favour  the  adoption  of  a  law  prohibiting  the  importation  of 
fermented  wine  ? — I  would,  with  the  exception  of  the  conditions  spoken  of  this  morning, 
for  medicinal,  mechanical  and  sacramental  purpose?. 

16991.  Do  you  believe  the  Divine  Law  forbids  the  moderate  use  of  wine? — I  do. 

16992.  Here  in  the  Bible  I  find  the  following  words  : — "Drink  no  longer  water, 
but  use  a  little  wine  for  thy  stomach's  sake  and  for  thine  oft  infirmities."  Do  you 
think  these  words  are  not  intended  to  allow  the  moderate  use  of  wine  ? — My  exegesis 
and  yours  woiild  probably  be  widely  different,  that  is  to  say,  my  interpretation  and 
yours.  I  follow  the  declaration  of  my  church,  and  my  church  will  not  allow  its  min- 
isters to  use  fermented  wine.  I  will  give  the  Commission  the  law  of  our  church 
concerning  this  matter. 

16993.  I  think  that  is  no  answer  to  my  question? — My  explanation  would  be  that 
your  interpretation  of  the  passage  would  be  different  fix)m  mine,  and  I  am  not  here  to 
enter  into  a  theological  discussion.  I  am  giving  you  the  views  of  my  church,  which  will 
not  permit  me  to  use  alcoholic  wine. 

16994.  But  it  must  be  in  conformity  with  the  law  of  God,  I  suppose  ? — We  believe 
it  is,  and  if  any  of  the  Commissioners  believe  otherwise,  I  am  not  here  to  interfere  with 
their  liberty  of  conscience,  nor  will  the  Commission  seek  to  interfere  with  my  liberty  of 
conscience  in  this  matter.  If  a  church  pleases  to  use  alcoholic  wine,  believing  it  to  be 
in  accord  with  the  Scriptures,  let  it  do  so.  If  the  Methodist  Church  determines  that  it 
is  not  in  accord  with  that  law  and  with  God's  Word,  I  think  the  Commissioners  will 
protect  me  from  any  question  that  will  be  an  infringement  on  my  liberty  as  a  minister 
of  that  church. 

16995.  But  this  Commission  has  to  prepare  a  report  with  respect  to  prohibition. 
In  the  Scott  Act  there  is  a  special  provision  as  to  wine  used  for  sacramental  purposes ; 
and  we  want  to  know  what  liquor  should  be  imported  and  what  should  not  be  imported, 
if  a  prohibitory  law  is  to  be  enacted  ? — As  I  have  said,  I  would  admit  liquor  for  sacra- 
mental purposes,  to  be  used  by  churches  which  believe  they  ought  to  use  fermented  wine. 
My  voting  for  prohibition  would  be  according  to  the  exceptions  given  this  morning  by 
the  Commission. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

1 6996.  Can  you  furnish  the  Commission  with  a  copy  of  the  Discipline  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church,  containing  the  views  of  the  church  in  regard  to  the  use  of  wine  for  sacra- 
mental purposes? — I  have  here  the  Discipline  of  the  Methodist  Church  for  1890,  and  I 
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have  fiJso  the  Journals  of  the  last  General  Conference,  with  the  findings  of  our  legisla- 
tive body  concerning  prohibition,  <kc.  The  last  deliverance  of  our  church  on  the  subject 
of  prohibition  is  as  follows.     [Appendix  25.] 

•    By  Mr.  Gigault: 

16997.  You  do  not  answer  my  question  as  to  the  interpretation  of  this  portion  of 
the  Bible.  Do  you  think  this  portion  of  the  Bible  does  not  allow  the  use  of  wine  1—1 
do  not. 

16998.  Is  not  the  word  "wine"  used  there,  and  does  not  the  record  say  "use a 
little  wine  for  thy  stomach's  sake  ? " — We  would  get  ^t  once  into  an  endless' discussion  as 
to  scriptural  words,  and  as  to  whether  alcohoKc  wines  were  meant,  if  we  entered  upon 
a  discussion.  The  Bible  will  not  allow  men  to  use  that  which  is  both  destructive  to 
physical  health  and  morals  as  well. 

16999.  So  you  would  favour  the  adoption  of  a  law  that  would  allow  the  importation 
of  fermented  wines  for  other  religious  bodies  ? — Certainly  ;  and  I  would  want  the  same 
liberty  for  myself  that  I  accord  to  others. 

Bf/  Rev.  Br.  McLeod  : 

1 7000.  Your  idea  of  prohibition  is  a  law  that  prohibits  the  importation  of  intoxi- 
cants for  beverage  purposes? — That  is  all.  I  would  not  go  any  further  under  any 
consideration. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

17001.  With  the  condition  of  things  existing  did  you  favour  the  restrictions 
which  the  Legislature  and  the  Council  placed  on  the  sale  of  liquor  recently  t— I 
not  only  favoured  it,  but  I  worked  with  the  committee  that  prepared  the  bill  for  the 
Legislature,  the  Stipendiary  and  others  who  worked  as  well  on  this  matter. 

17002.  The  bill  enacted  was  prepared  by  a  committee  of  citizens,  then  ? — It  was 
prepared  by  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  aided  to  some  extent  by  a  cdhimittee  of  citizens. 

17003.  Was  that  to  take  the  place  of  a  license  law? — No,  it  was  intended  to 
restrict  the  traffic. 

17004.  Then  you  favour  the  restriction  of  the  traffic  as  at  present  ? — Yes,  I  da  I 
would  favour  its  further  restriction. 

17005.  Did  you  hear  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate  compare  the  condition  of  things 
since  the  passage  of  the  restrictive  measure  with  the  condition  of  things  formerly  !— 
No,  I  was  not  in  the  city  at  the  time. 

By  Jicdge  McDoiwld : 

17006.  I  should  like  to  obtain  a  statement  fi-om  you  with  respect  to  the  wine  used 
by  your  church.  Will  you  kindly  tell  the  Commission  how  it  is  made  ? — We  receive  a 
guarantee  with  the  wine  that  it  is  a  wine  specially  prepared  for  sacramental  use  and 
guaranteed  to  be  free  from  alcohol. 

17007.  Do  you  know  where  it  is  made  ? — I  think  that  which  we  have  been  using 
is  manufactured  in  Montreal.  I  may  say,  however,  that  I  recently  received  a  letter 
from  a  gentleman  in  Summerside  who  oflFered  to  supply  our  church  with  guaranteed  un- 
fermented  wine  specially  prepared  for  sacramental  use.  His  name  is  Mr.  Morris,  and 
while  in  Summerside  the  Commission  might  obtain  information  on  this  subject. 

1 7008.  How  is  it  possible  to  keep  such  wine  for  any  length  of  time  ? — I  do  not 
think  the  wine  will  keep  after  its  first  using.  When  a  bottle  is  opened,  it  must  be  used 
within  a  very  short  time. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

17009.  Do  you  believe  a  general  prohibitory  law,  looking  to  the  prohibition  of  the 
importation,  manufacture  and  sale,  would  be  as  easily  or  more  easily  enforced  than 
partial  prohibition  under  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  think  so. 

Rev.  W.  W.  Brewer. 
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By  Jvdge  McDonald : 

17010.  In  the  Discipline  I  find  it  is  stated  that  in  the  public  administration  of  the 
Lord's  Supper,  non-alcoholic  wines  shall  be  used  wherever  possible  ? — That  is  the  discip- 
line for  the  guidance  of  the  ministers  throughout  the  Dominion. 


Rev.  ALEXANDER  McAULAY,  of  Charlottetown,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed 
as  foUows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

17011.  You  are  a  Roman  Catholic  priest,  I  believe? — Yes. 

17012.  How  long  have  been  a  priest? — About  two  and  a  half  years. 

17013.  Have  you  resided  all  that  time  in  Charlottetown  ? — I  resided  here 
before  that  time,  but  I  have  been  here  that  long  as  a  priest. 

17014.  How  long  have  you  been  in  Charlottetown? — I  have  been  off  and  on  in 
Charlottetown  for  the  last  ten  years. 

By  Mr.  GigoAdt : 

17015.  The  Scott  Act  has  .been  in  force  in  the  city,  we  understand  ?  Can  you  say 
how  it  was  enforced,  and  whether  it  had  the  effect  of  stopping  the  use  of  liquors  ? — I  do 
not  think  so.  In  my  opinion,  it  was  not  enforced  here  at  all.  What  is  more.  I  think 
it  was  not  enforced  because  at  least  a  majority  of  the  people  considered  the  Scott 
Act  an  irrational  law,  that  restricted  their  natural  rights,  and  consequently  they  could 
not  be  educated  up  to  the  point  of  supporting  a  law  which  they  considered  restricted 
those  rights.  When  the  public  sentiment  of  the  people  was  not  with  the  law,  it  could 
not  be  enforced,  no  matter  how  the  officers  tried  to  enforce  it,  Besides,  I  do  not  con- 
sider the  officers  did  much  to  enforce  the  law. 

17016.  Do  you  think  the  Scott  Act  had  the  effect  of  promoting  temperance  in  this 
town  ? — I  do  not  think  it  did.  I  cannot  make  any  comparison  between  the  Scott  Act 
time  and  the  periods  of  sale  of  liquor  under  high  license  or  the  license  law  j  but,  compa- 
ring the  amount  of  drunkenness  during  the  free  rum  period,  in  the  interval  between  the 
abolition  of  the  Act  and  the  adoption  of  the  present  system,  I  do  not  think  it  showed 
increased  temperance  at  all.     Besides,  I  believe  the  Scott  Act  fostered  many  other  abuses. 

17017.  What  other  abuses  ? — It  fostered  perjury  to  a  great  extent,  and  also  deceit, 
and  perhaps  some  other  abuses  of  a  worse  kind,  such  as  immorality.  In  the  first  place, 
the  trade  went  into  the  hands  of  low  people,  who  had  no  moral  responsibility.  They 
were  not  obliged  to  pay  any  license  for  selling  liquor.  Then  with  most  of  the  people  the 
sale  of  liquor  was  removed  from  the  public  part  ot  the  house  into  the  back  part,  and  in 
those  places  many  othw  abuses  crept  in  besides  drunkenness.  That  was  my  experience 
under  the  Scott  Act. 

17018.  Do  you  think  that  open  and  flagrant  violation  of  a  law  has  a  bad  effect  on 
a  community  ? — I  should  think  so.  I  think  the  habitual  violation  of  one  law  will  lead 
people  to  violate  others  as  well.  Their  conscience  becomes  more  lax  when  they  habitu- 
ally violate  a  law,  so  that  they  will  not  observe  other  laws,  at  least  so  well. 

17019.  Do  you  think  the  temperance  societies  and  religion  may  do  more  towards 
promoting  temperance  than  any  law  ? — My  idea  of  the  matter  would  be  to  have  good 
legislation  and  temperance  societies  working  together.  Temperance  societies  can  certainly 
do  a  great  deal,  and  before  the  adoption  of  the  Scott  Act  here  a  great  temperance  wave 
had  just  passed  over  the  Islan^,  and  I  consider  that  was  one  of  the  principal  causes  of 
the  adoption  of  the  Scott  Act  at  the  time.  I  know  myself,  in  the  parish  where  I  was 
bom,  there  were  perhaps  six  or  seven  liquor  stores  in  it,  and  the  pastor  who  had  charge 
of  the  parish  interested  himself  in  the  temperance  societies,  with  the  result  of  doing 
away  with  all  the  liquor  stores  that  were  in  the  place.     JFor  a  couple  of  years  between 
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that  time  and  the  adoption  of  the  Scott  Act  there  was  no  rum,  but  some  years  after  the 
adoption  of  the  Scott  Act  two  parties  went  there  and  sold  on  the  sly. 

17020.  Do  you  think  a  strong  temperance  sentiment  has  more  to  do  with  the 
enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act  than  officials  ? — Most  certainly.  Where  there  is  not  a 
strong  sentiment,  and  where  the  sentiment  of  the  people  is  not  in  touch  with  the  lav, 
the  law  cannot  be  enforced.     It  needs  the  moral  sentiment  of  the  people  to  back  it. 

17021.  Do  you  believe  the  Divine  law  forbids  the  moderate  use  of  winet — By  no 
means.  I  consider  the  Divine  law  cannot  forbid  the  moderate  use  of  any  of  God's  works 
whatever,  that  is,  so  long  as  they  are  used  moderately  and  according  to  God's  law.  Of 
course,  wine,  or  any  other  beverage  is  one  of  God's  works,  and  consequently  may  be 
moderately  used.  The  divine  law  looks  upon  drunkenness  as  the  sin  of  the  dronkard 
not  of  the  drink,  as  the  abuse  of  one  of  Gixl's  works. 

17022.  Do  you  believe  it  is  the  abuse,  not  the  moderate  use,  which  should  be  corn- 
batted  ? — I  believe  so. 

17023.  Some  persons  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  the  traffic  in  liquor  should  not  be 
licensed,  because  drink  is  considered  to  be  an  evil.  If  liquor  can  be  moderately  used, 
do  you  consider  that  the  traffic  in  liquor  is  an  evil  ? — I  do  not  consider  it  is  an  evil  If 
alcohol  was  essentially  evil,  certainly  it  would  be  evil  to  license  it,  for  we  cannot  license 
what  is  essentially  evil.  But  I  do  not  consider  that  alcohol  or  any  beverage  containing 
alcohol  is  essentially  evil.  I  do  not  consider  God  has  created  an3rthing  that  is  essentially 
evil.  It  is  not  my  doctrine  in  regard  to  the  question,  at  least,  so  I  consider  that  the 
traffic  in  itself  is  not  evil.  Certain  evils  may  follow  the  traffic,  but  the  traffic  in  itself 
is  not  an  evil. 

17023a.  So  if  you  do  not  consider  it  an  evil,  do  you  think  it  should  be  controUed 
and  licensed,  so  that  the  traffic  should  be  only  for  the  moderate  use,  and  .restricted 
to  the  legitimate  wants  of  the  people  1 — Most  certainly.  I  think  that  is  just  what  is 
wanted.  Of  course,  the  abuse  of  liquor  is  a  great  evil,  and  we  see  it  around  us  every 
day  we  see  liquor  sold.  Alcoholic  beverages  have  been  sold  in  every  period  of  the  world's 
history,  and  will  continue  to  be  sold.  History  shows  that  the  experience  of  the  worW 
from  the  very  beginning  has  been  the  adoption  of  means  of  restriction,  and  if  alcohol 
must  be  sold,  then  let  it  be  sold  with  the  most  restrictive  laws  we  can  place  around  it 
laws  that  will  restrict  the  use,  or  rather  the  abuse  of  it.  I  consider  that  is  the  most 
efficient  law  for  the  government  of  the  liquor  traffic — a  strict  license  law. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod  : 

17024.  Do  you  think  that  the  liquor  of  commerce  is  Gkxi's  creature  ? — I  consider  it 
is  a  combination  of  God's  creatures. 

17025.  You  do  not  think  God  is  responsible  for  the  combination? — The  combina- 
tion is  made  from  His  creatures,  and  two  creatures  that  are  essentially  good  cannot  pos- 
sibly produce  a  creature  that  is  essentially  evil. 

17026.  Observing  the  drink  trade  as  a  priest,  do  you  believe  that  the  results,  in 
the  main,  of  the  drink  trade  are  good  or  evil  ? — In  regard  to  the  drink  trade,  I  agree 
that  drinking  is  not  good.  A  man  may  take  a  glass  of  liquor  or  some  beverage  of  that 
kind,  and  the  best  men  do  it,  without  evil  to  themselves  or  to  other  people ;  but  when 
there  is  no  law  governing  the  sale  of  liquor,  there  is  very  apt  to  be  an  abuse  of  it,  and 
that  opens  it  to  a  great  evil. 

17027.  Speaking  aside  from  the  statement  that  a  great  many  men  may  drink  a  glass 
of  liquor  without  injury  to  themselves,  I  ask  about  the  drink  trade,  as  it  has  been  esta- 
blished and  protected,  this  question  :  Do  you  believe  the  effects  of  the  drink  trade,  in  the 
main,  have  been  good  or  bad  ? — I  believe,  in  the  main,  they  have  been  bad,  that  many 
evil  results  have  flowed  from  it ;  but,  of  course,  I  mean  this  is  the  abuse  of  an  article 
that  may  be  good  in  itself. 

17028.  Have  you  noticed  this,  that  in  any  degree  the  moderate  and  what  at  tim® 
appears  the  safe  use  of  intoxicants  may  run  into  the  excessive  use,  or  has  a  tendeaDCj 
that  way  1 — I  do  not  consider  that  it  has.  I  have  known  people  who  have  all  their  lives 
been  accustomed  to  some  beverage,  such  as  wine,  and  never  became  drunkards.  What 
is  more,  there  are  countries  wh^re  wine  is  used  as  a  common  table  beverage,  and  Uiere 
we  seldom  find  drunkards. 

Eev.  Alexander  McAulay. 
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17029.  Speaking  of  this  country,  do  you  know  some  people  who  commenced  as 
moderate  drinkers  and  did  not  remain  moderate  drinkers  1 — I  cannot  say  that  I  do. 

17030.  You  spoke  about  the  way  to  manage  the  trade,  and  suggested  a  high  license 
system.  Do  you  tnink  it  is  better  to  have  the  trade  put  into  what  may  be  regarded  .as 
more  reputable  hands  ?  You  spoke  about  the  low  class  of  people  :  do  you  think  placing 
the  trade  in  more  reputable  hands  makes  the  trade  more  reputable  1 — I  consider  it  ren- 
ders it  safer,  at  all  events ;  that  is,  placing  the  trade  in  more  reputable  hands  and 
making  those  people  responsible  to  the  public,  and  at  the  same  time  placing  their  houses 
open  for  inspection,  so  that  the  police  can  exercise  such  restriction  over  the  traffic' that 
very  few  evils  need  flow  from  it. 

17031.  You  think,  then,  that  by  placing  the  trade  in  reputable  hands,  the  evil 
results  would  be  reduced  ? — They  would  be  reduced,  that  is  my  opinion. 

17032.  But  the  trade  in  other  hands,  is  productive  of  evil  ? — It  is  productive  of 
evil. 

17033.  Do  you  believe  that  prohibition,  well  enforced,  would  be  good  ? — No.  I  do 
not  believe  so,  because  I  do  not  believe  it  can  be  enforced. 

17034.  I  was  supposing  a  case.  Suppose  such  an  Act  were  enforced,  would  it  do 
good  1 — I  do  not  thmk,  from  my  way  of  looking  at  the  matter,  that  such  a  supposition 
is  possible ;  in  fact,  I  consider  that  supposition  impossible.  I  do  not  think  it  has  any 
practical  bearing  on  the  question. 

17035.  You  think  the  Act  could  not  be  well  enforced? — I  do  not  think  it  is  pos- 
sible. 

17036.  Why  ? — Because  it  is  an  irrational  law.  I  consider  it  an  irrational  law  to 
deprive  a  man  of  certain  natural  rights  he  possesses,  of  making  use  of  a  glass  of  wine 
when  he  requires  it  as  a  beverage.  A  law  that  deprives  a  man  of  that  right,  I  consider 
irrational. 

17037.  Would  you  consider  it  an  irrational  law  which  would  deprive  a  drunkard 
of  drink,  when  by  it  he  injures  himself  and  his  family  ? — Not  at  all.  I  should  not  con- 
sider that  irrational.  There  you  are  restricting  not  the  use  of  a  beverage,  but  the  abuse 
of  it. 

17038.  You  think  it  well  to  restrict  the  abuse? — Yes,  the  abuse. 

17039.  You  think  it  is  not  well  to  prohibit  the  trade,  but  you  would  restrict  the 
trade  ? — Most  certainly  I-  would  restrict  it. 

17040.  That  is  prohibition  in  part? — T  think  some  kind  of  strict  license  law  would 
cover  it. 

17041.  You  have  told  us,  I  think,  about  a  brother  priest  in  the  parish  where  you 
were  bom,  who  exercised  his  influence  to  such  an  extent  that  he  closed  up  the  liquor 
stores.  Do  you  think  that  was  good  at  that  time  ? — Certainly ;  it  was  not  an  evil,  at 
least.  I  consider  it  was  good.  If  the  people  can  be  educated  up  to  the  point,  if  moral 
suasion  can  educate  them  to  such  a  degree  as  to  voluntarily  adopt  such  a  law  as  that, 
or  to  impose  it  on  themselves,  that  is  all  right.  The  more  temperance  we  have  the 
better. 

17042.  Do  you  think  it  was  a  desirable  thing  when  two  places  for  drink  sale  were 
placed  in  that  community  afterwards  ? — The  way  I  look  upon  it  is  this,  that  the  Scott 
Act  did  not  produce  the  results  which  those  interested  in  it  had  in  view  at  the  time. 
The  people  during  the  time  the  agitation  was  in  force  had  a  good  healthy  temperance 
tone,  and  public  sentiment  was  against  places  that  were  opened. 

17043.  Do  such  places  create  a  trade  for  themselves? — No,  I  think  not.  When 
such  places  are  closed  up  for  a  while  and  reopened  they  do  not  make  much. 

17044.  Do  you  believe  that  the  prohibition  which  was  largely  brought  about  through 
the  influence  of  the  pastor  you  have  mentioned,  was  good  for  that  community  ? — Certainly 
it  was.  The  people  were  not  bad  It  was  a  condition  that  they  voluntarily  imposed  on 
themselves.  They  were  not  bound  to  keep  it,  except  so  long  as  they  wished.  They 
broke  no  law  if  they  thought  fit  to  take  a  glass  of  wine  or  some  other  beverage. 

17045.  You  think  that  voluntary  prohibition  in  itself  is  good  ? — Yes. 

17046.  Do  you  believe  the  sentiment  of  the  people  of  the  country,  if  it  reached  the 
point  that  they  would  demand  and  sustain  the  enforcement  of  a  general  prohibitory  law, 
would  be  good  to  that  extent  ? — We  can  never  get  the  people  up  to  that  mark,  and  to 

21— 56i 


Digitized  by 


Google 


884  ROYAL  COMMISSION   ON   THE   LIQUOR  TRAFFIC 

force  a  law  upon  them  which  they  would  be  continually  violating,  certainly  would  tend 
to  demoralize  the  people,  and  it  would  lead  them  to  break  other-laws  as  welL 

17047.  Your  brother  pastor  got  his  people  up  to  that  point,  and  you  have  said  it 
was  good  for  them  ? — He  did  so  by  moral  suasion. 

17048.  Do  you  think  there  is  a  possibility  that  other  pastors  may  at  some  time 
bring  their  people  up  to  the  same  point  ? — I  think  we  can  hardly  ever  get  it  to  be 
general. 

17049.  But  if  it  could  be  done,  would  it  be  good  everywhere  as  well  as  there?— If 
they  would  reach  that  point  by  their  own  free  will,  certainly  it  would  be  a  good  state  of 
afiairs. 

17050.  You  said  you  thought  moral  teaching  and  a  good  law  must  go  hand  in  hand 
in  influencing  the  people  ? — That  is  my  opinion. 

17051.  Do  you  believe  laws  for  the  restriction  of  an  evil  have  any  eflfect  in  forming 
and  strengthening  public  opinion  against  that  evil  ? — It  depends  altogether  on  the  natm« 
of  the  law.  If  the  people  do  not  consider  that  the  law  restricts  or  takes  away  from 
them  their  natural  rights,  then  we  will  find  that  public  sentiment  will  go  with  the  lav, 
as  we  find  is  the  case  in  regard  to  the  enforcement  of  the  criminal  laws.  But  when  the 
people  consider  the  law  takes  away  from  them  the  right  to  use  something  which  they 
consider  they  have  a  perfect  right  to  use,  then  it  is  very  difficult  to  keep  pubUc  senti- 
ment in  touch  with  that  law. 

17052.  Are  there  not  certain  people  who  object  to  certain  laws  ?  Should  we  refirain 
from  passing  those  laws  because  a  small/ percentage  of  the  people  are  opposed  to  them  I 
— I  consider  the  percentage  opposed  to  a  prohibitory  law  would  always  be  too  large. 
You  would  require  to  have  strong  public  sentiment  in  order  to  enforce  a  prohibitory 
law,  and  you  would  require  at  least  four-fifths  of  the  people  to  support  it ;  and  I  do  not 
think  we  can  ever  get  so  large  a  percentage  of  our  people  in  favour  of  it. 

17053.  Take  your  case.  Suppose  we  had  four-fifths  in  favour  of  a  prohibitory  law, 
do  you  think  then  a  prohibitory  law  being  enacted,  it  would  help  those  four-fifths 
to  create  a  public  sentiment  in  the  other  one-fifth  against  the  evil  thing  ? — No.  I  do 
not  think,  no  matter  how  many  agencies  you  might  bring  to  bear,  that  you  would  ever 
get  more  than  four-fifths  or  that  proportion.  We  have  found  it  to  be  so  in  the  case  of 
the  Scott  Act,  which  was  to  a  certain  extent  a  prohibitory  law,  and  if  we  could  not  get 
public  sentiment  in  favour  of  the  Scott  Act,  which  was  only  partially  prohibitory,  cer- 
tainly we  would  not  get  it  in  favour  of  total  prohibition. 

17054.  Do  you  believe  there  would  be  more  people  in  favour  of  a  general  prohiH- 
tory  law  than  in  favour  of  a  partial  prohibitory  law  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

17055.  The  Scott  Act  permitted  people  to  bring  in  liquor  for  use  at  home, 
to  bring  it  from  Halifax,  St,  John  and  abroad?  Was  not  that  the  case?— That 
was  one  of  the  reasons  why  public  sentiment  was  against  the  Act,  because  it  favoured 
the  rich  man,  who  could  get  all  the  liquor  he  needed,  while  the  poor  man  could  not  get 
his  beverage  at  all. 

17056.  In  that  respect  was  it  not  class  legislation? — ^Yes. 

17057.  Do  you  look  on  the  moderate  use  of  liquor  as  an  evil,  and  something  that 
should  be  stamped  out  by  legislative  enactment  ? — Not  at  all.  I  do  not  look  on  ^e 
moderate  use  of  liquor  as  an  evil. 

17058.  You  recognize  the  disastrous  results  that  follow  from  the  excessive  use  of 
liquor,  of  course  ? — Yes,  from  the  excessive  use.  I  believe  liquor  must  be  surrounded 
by  some  kind  of  legislation  to  restrict  the  abuse  of  it. 

17059.  What  was  the  eff*ect,  so  far  as  the  character  of  those  engaged  in  the  trade 
in  this  city  is  concerned,  of  the  passage  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — It  was  mostly  to  drive  the 
trade  into  the  hands  of  many  disreputable  persons.  There  were  many  persons  who 
would  not  pay  a  license  :  when  there  was  free  rum,  which  it  practically  was  uader 
the  Scott  Act,  such  persons  got  into  the  trade. 

17060.  Was  it  better  in  regard  to  public  morals  that  the  trade  should  be  driven 
into  disreputable  hands  ? — Certainly  not. 

Rev.  Alexander  McAulay. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MINUTES   OP  EVIDENCE,    PRINCE   EDWABD   ISLAND.  885 

17061.  From  your  experience,  would  you  favour  the  re-enactment  of  the  Scott 
Act  ? — No,  I  would  not. 

17062.  How  many  years  have  you  been  here  while  it  was  in  force? — I  have  been 
here  off  and  on  ten  years.  I  was  here  two  or  three  months  every  year ;  I  was  attending 
college. 

17063.  You  had  opportunities  of  seeing  its  operation? — ^Yes. 

1 7064.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  Scott  Act  elsewhere  than  in  this  city  ? — 
More  oi*  less  in  the  country. 

1 7065.  How  was  it  enforced  in  the  country  ? — It  may  have  been  probably  enforced  a 
little  better  in  the  country  than  in  the  city.  I  think  probably  it  was ;  but  I  do  not 
think  that  depends  so  much  on  the  efficacy  of  an  Act  as  on  the  public  sentiment  of  the 
people,  which  sentiment  is  better  in  the  country,  no  doubt  owing  to  education  and  the 
progress  being  made  every  year.  It  is  no  doubt  enforced  better  in  the  rural  districts 
than  in  the  towns,  and  of  course  it  is  easier  to  enforce. 

17066.  It  is  more  difficult  to  enforce  in  the  towns  and  cities  than  in  the  country  ? 
—Yes. 

17067.  Can  you  make  any  suggestion  in  regard  to  amending  the  Scott  Act,  or  do 
you  approve  of  the  Act  ? — I  do  not  know  of  any  suggestions  I  can  offer.  I  have  always 
looked  upon  the  Act  as  having  something  radically  wrong  about  it.  It  was  supposed  to 
be  prohibition  to  a  certain  extent,  but  it  allows  a  man  to  obtain  as  much  liquor  as  he 
pleases.     It  virtually  gives  the  liquor  to  the  rich  man  and  deprives  the  poor  of  it. 

1 7068.  They  had  to  go  to  disreputable  places  to  get  it  ? — Yes. 

1 7069.  Is  the  present  plan  an  improvement  ? — It  is  certainly  an  improvement  on 
the  Scott  Act. 

17070.  Why  is  it  an  improvement? — Because  the  sale  is  to  a  certain  extent 
restricted  and  limited  now.  For  instance,  on  Saturday  evening  the  shops  must  close  up 
early,  and  they  cannot  open  till  7  o'clock  on  Monday  morning.  Besides,  a  dealer  cannot 
sell  anything  else  in  his  shop.  It  must  be  a  liquor  shop  and  an  open  shop.  It  must 
also  be  on  the  front  of  the  street,  while  previously  the  selling  places  were  in  the  back  part 
of  the  house,  and  I  know  in  one  case  which  came  under  my  own  observation,  this  plan 
of  going  into  the  back  room  caused  a  great  deal  of  mischief. 

1 7071.  Taking  this  present  system  altogether  then  it  has  been  a  benefit  ? — I  think  so. 


S.  W.  CRABBE,  of  Charlottetown,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : — 

17072.  I  have  been  in  business  twenty  years.  I  think  the  Scott  Act  did  good;  it 
was  poorly  enforced  at  times  and  well  enforced  at  others.  The  enforcement  depended  on 
whether  the  City  Council  was  for  or  against  the  Act.  The  way  our  Council  was  elected 
often  gave  a  majority  against  the  Act — not  that  there  was  a  majority  of  the  people 
against  it.  I  was  a  member  of  the  Council  and  a  License  Commissioner  under  the  old 
law.  I  do  not  know  of  cases  of  violation  of  the  license  law,  but  believe  they  sold  on  Sun- 
days and  after  hours.  I  do  not  think  people  bought  less  liquor  under  the  Scott  Act. 
The  Act  was  repealed  on  account  of  v(^es  being  left  off  the  list  at  the  time  of  revision. 
The  Liberal  party  had  a  number  of  votes  left  off  which  were  for  the  Act.  This  I  believe 
was  the  cause  of  the  Act  being  defeated.  The  vote  does  not  show  there  was  a  great 
revolution  in  public  opinion.  During  free  rum,  the  condition  of  affairs  was  fairly  good, 
except  at  exhibition  time.  During  the  exhibition  in  Scott  Act  times  the  city  was  much 
more  quiet  and  orderly.  I  think  the  present  state  of  things  is  very  good.  The  liquor 
dealers  seem  to  comply  with  the  law.  I  think  a  prohibitory  law,  well  enforced,  would 
be  good.  There  was  no  attempt  made  by  the  Council  to  let  the  fines  collected  to  pay 
for  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act.  The  Council  appointed  a  prosecutor,  who  was 
paid  off  when  the  composition  of  the  Council  again  changed.  I  prefer  the  present 
system  to  a  license  law. 
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THOMAS  MORRIS,  of  Charlottetown  Royalty,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
follows : — 

1 7073.  I  have  been  in  business  about  forty  years,  as  partner  in  a  brewery.  I  am  also 
engaged  in  the  liquor  business.  I  was  selling  wholesale  during  Scott  Act  times.  The 
Scott  Act  did  not  affect  the  business  much,  but  we  had  to  be  more  careful  to  whom  we 
sold.  We  sold  as  much  beer  during  Scott  Act  times  as  we  do  now.  A  quantity  of 
beer  comes  here  from  other  provinces.  I  do  not  think  the  sales  of  other  liquors  increased 
after  the  Scott  Act  was  defeated.  Last  year  we  bought  over  4,000  bushels  of  barley; 
we  buy  about  the  same  every  year.  I  was,  a  member  of  the  City  CouncO  for  eighteen 
years.  I  sold  to  any  one  I  thought  proper.  I  would  violate  any  tyrannical  act.  I  do 
not  think  a  prohibitory  law  could  be  enforced.  We  changed  the  character  of  our  beer  to 
avoid  the  law  ;  perhaps  it  is  a  little  stronger  now  ;   we  caJl^d  it  hop  beer. 


Hon.  JAMES  ROSS,  of  Mount  Stewart,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows:— 

17074.  I  am  a  merchant,  and  reside  at  Mount  Stewart.  The  Scott  Act  has  been 
in  force  there  ten  or  twelve  years,  since  adopted.  When  the  prosecutor  was  spurred  on, 
he  did  his  duty.  It  has  worked  well  for  the  pa^t  six  months.  We  have  temperance 
societies.  The  license  law  we  had  previous  to  the  Scott  Act  did  not  work  very  well. 
There  was  ship  building  there  at  that  time  and  quite  a  lot  of  drinking.  I  thmk  the 
Scott  Act  has  had  a  beneficial  effect  on  business  all  round,  also,  morally.  I  believe 
total  prohibition  would  be  a  benefit,  and  could  be  enforced  as  well  as  the  Scott  Act  I 
prefer  the  present  arrangement  to  a  license  law. 


EWAN  McDOUGALL,  of  Charlottetown,  liquor  dealer,  on  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  as  follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

17075.  How  long  h^e  you  been  engaged  in  business  as  a  liquor  dealer? — About  20 
years. 

17076.  Have  you  been  all  that  time  in  Charlottetown? — Pretty  much  all  that 
time,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  months. 

17077.  Were  you  engaged  in  the  business  during  the  time  of  the  Scott  Act!— 
Pretty  much  all  the.tima 

17078.  Had  you  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  operation  of  the  Act? — Yes. 

17079.  Was  it  a  success  in  the  community?  Did  it  put  a  stop  to  the  drinking  of 
intoxicating  liquor  ? — No. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

17080.  How  would  your  business  compare  now  with  the  business  done  during  the 
time  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — My  business  has  increa,sed  since  the  Scott  Act  was  repealed. 

17081.  Theh  the  repeal  of  the  Act  has  been  a  benefit  to  you  ? — It  has  been  d  ben^t 
to  me  in  this  way,  that  I  sell  more  liquor. 

17082.  Have  you  any  idea  why  the  Act  could  not  be  enforced,  or  only  partiaDy 
enforced,  during  the  time  it  was  in  operation  ? — It  was  due  to  the  apathy  of  the  people. 

17083.  Would  the  appetites  of  the  people  have  anything  to  do  with  itt---The 
appetites  of  the  people  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  it.  I  stopped  the  sale  of  Uqnor 
when  the  Scott  Act  came  into  force ;  but  I  found  my  customers  wanted  the  class  of 
liquor  I  sold,  and  I  opened  up  again. 

Thomas  Morris. 
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17084.  And  you  sold  right  along? — Yes. 

17085.  Did  you  have  any  other  business  in  connection  with  your  liquor  business? — 
Yes,  I  kept  groceries  also.     I  conducted  a  business  with  groceries  and  liquors  combined. 

17086.  After  the  Scott  Act  became  law,  you  stopped  the  sale  of  liquor  for  a  certain 
length  of  time,  but  commenced  again? — In  fact,  I  closed  my  store  altogether,  and 
stopped  the  sale  <if  groceries  as  well  as  the  sale  of  liquor,  because  I  did  not  want  to 
offend  my  customers.     I  knew  what  they  wanted. 

17087.  They  importuned  you  and  induced  you  to  start  again? — That  was  the  case. 

17088.  Has  the  repeal  of  the  Act  been  a  benefit  to  you,  and  have  you  sold  more 
liquor  since  ? — Yes.  But  I  never  made  any  money  except  when  the  Scott  Act  was  in 
force. 

17089.  You  are  selling  more  liquor  now  ? — ^Yes,  but  the  profits  were  greater  under 
the  Scott  Act,  and  I  sold  a  good  deal  then. 

17090.  You  say  the  profits  were  greater.  Have  you  to  pay  more  for  the  liquor 
now  t — Under  the  license  law  there  was  sharp  competition  and  the  profits  were  small. 
Under  the  Scott  Act,  of  course,  the  prices  went  up.  As  the  people  demanded  the 
liquor,  they  would  give  any  price  for  it. 

17091.  Any  price,  do  you  say? — Pretty  much  so. 

17092.  Did  the  quality  go  down  as  the  price  went  up  ? — I  cannot  speak  as  to  that. 
I  sold  the  same  quality  right  along. 

17093.  Did  you  charge  more  for  it  ? — Yes. 

1 7094.  Was  there  greater  risk  ? — Yes,  at  some  times. 

17095.  How  do  you  account  for  the  risk  being  greater  at  some  times  than  at  other 
times? — Public  opinion.  I  gauged  public  opinion,  and  when  I  found  it  was  pretty 
strong  against  the  sale  of  liquor  I  shut  down,  and  when  public  sentiment  ran  the  other 
way  I  was  open  and  selling. 

17096.  Were  there  times  whenjbhe  oflBcers  were  very  much  alive  to  the  enforcement 
of  the  Act  ? — There  were.  They  ac^  according  to  the  way  public  sentiment  changed. 
I  endeavoured  to  gauge  public  sentiment,  and  that  is  the  way  I  conducted  my  business. 

17097.  Then  the  oflBcers  reflected  public  sentiment  by  their  conduct,  and  were  at 
times  more  vigilant  and  at  times  less  vigilant  ? — Yes. 

17098.  And  you  gauged  your  operations  according  to  public  sentiment? — ^Yes. 

17099.  Have  you  any  idea  how  many  places  were  selling  liquor  during  the  Scott 
Act  period  ? — I  have  no  idea,  except  what  I  gathered  from  the  oflicers. 

17100.  When  did  you  gather  that  information  ? — During  the  time  of  the  elections. 

17101.  What  information  did  you  gather  ? — I  gathered  that  there  were  very  many 
more  selling  under  the  Scott  Act  than  under  license.  I  think  that  is  clear  to  me  from 
looking  over  the  town.  Under  license  in  the  eastern  half  of  Charlottetown,  and  it  is  a 
great  church  street  where  I  live,  there  were  only  three  places  under  license  where  liquor 
was  sold.  That  was  during  the  last  year  of  the  License  Act,  when  licenses  were  granted 
by  License  Commissioners.  We  had  previous  to  that  the  licenses  granted  by  the  Mayor 
and  Council,  and  things  were  not  in  such  a  good  state  then.  But  the  License  Commis- 
sioners placed  the  trade  on  a  better  system  as  regards  the  public,  and  at  that  time,  as  I 
have  said,  there  were  only  three  places  in  that  district.  After  that  Act  was  repealed, 
there  were  ten  places  in  one  block  in  the  eastern  half  of  the  city  where  you  could  buy 
liquor. 

17102.  So  you  conclude  there  were  more  places  selling  liquor  during  the  Scott 
Act  period  than  there  were  during  the  last  year  of  license  ? — Very  many  more. 

17103.  Including  unlicensed  as  well  as  licensed? — I  cannot  say  they  were  selling 
as  much,  but  you  could  purchase  the  liquor  in  those  places. 

17104.  Do  you  think  there  is  more  liquor  sold  now  since  free  trade  has  been  esta- 
blished than  there  was  during  the  license  period,  or  during  the  Scott  Act  period  ? — I 
have  no  way  of  knowing  exactly,  only  that  I  am  selling  more  myself. 

17105.  Did  you  notice  any  drunkenness  during  the  Scott  Act  period  ? — I  think  so. 
It  was  like  this :  when  there  was  no  license  required,  people  came  in  and  took  charge  of 
the  place,  and  they  thought  they  had  the  right  to  run  it  as  they  liked.  Under  license, 
I  sold  by  the  bottle  and  not  anything  by  the  glass.  Under  license,  means  were  taken  of 
keeping  down  the  number  of  the  places,  so  that  drinking  was  not  so  heavy. 
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17106.  Was  there  as  much  drinking  done  1 — ^Yes,  I  rather  think  so. 

17107.  Was  there  as  much  drinking  then  as  there  has  been  since  ? — Yea.  The 
reason  why  my  business  has  increased  is  on  account  of  my  premises  opening  on  the 
street.  During  the  Scott  Act  time  I  was  not  o^en  to  the  street,  and  the  business  was 
done  in  a  round  about  way.  My  importations  were  done  in  a  curious  fashion.  The 
liquors  did  not  come  in  my  own  name,  but  duty  was  paid  on  them  principally  in  Halihiz, 
and  they  came  to  me  to  the  shipper's  order,  with  an  endorsed  bill  of  lading,  and  so  no 
person  knew  to  whom  they  came.  I  did  that,  so  that  no  one  would  know  we  did  the 
business  we  were  doing. 

17108.  If  the  liquor  had  been  sent  in  bond,  it  would  have  been  more  pubUct— Yes. 
It  would  have  come  through   the  Customs,  and  would  have  been  more  pubUcly  known. 

17109.  So  the  liquor  you  sold  during  the  Scott  Act  period  did  not  come  through 
the  customs  here  ? — No,  very  little  duty  was  paid  on  it  here.  It  was  the  same  with  the 
Inland  Revenue  goods,  they  came  in  duty-paid. 

17110.  So  the  revenue — the  returns  of  the  Customs  here — did  not  include  duty  on 
your  liquors  ? — The  returns  at  Halifax  would  show  the  entries,  and  they  would  be  credited 
there. 

17111.  They  did  not  appear  on  the  Customs  or  Inland  Revenue  returns  for  the 
Island?— No. 

By  Mr,  GigauU : 

17112.  How  long  did  you  cease  selling? — About  six  months,  I  think.  That  was 
after  the  coming  into  force  of  the  Scott  Act. 

17113.  What  was  about  the  amount  of  your  yearly  sales  ? — I  cannot  tell  you  just 
now.     Do  you  mean  during  the  Scott  Act  period  ? 

17114.  Yes  ? — I  cannot  answer  that  question. 

17115.  Would  they  amount  to  many  thousands  of  dollars? — Sometimes  more  and 
sometimes  less.     Some  years  they  were  pretty  considerable. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

17116.  I  think  you  said  the  law  was  better  enforced  at  some  times  than  at  other 
times  ? — Yes,  indeed. 

17117.  Do  you  attribute  that  to  the  difference  in  public  sentiment? — Yes. 

17118.  Did  you  help  to  create  public  sentiment? — How? 

17119.  ^s  a  seller  of  liquor? — T  cannot  understand  that  question. 

17120.  Did  you  help  to  create  public  sentiment  in  favour  of  or  against  the  ActI— 
My  business  was  to  sell  liquor,  and  of  course  I  sold  it  to  any  person  to  whom  I  could  sell 
it,  carefully,  of  course. 

17121.  I  think  you  said  you  made  more  money  under  the  Scott  Act,  and  you  gave 
as  a  reason  that  there  was  a  sharp  competition  under  the  license  law  ? — Yes. 

17122.  Was  there  as  sharp  a  competition  under  the  Scott  Act  as  there  was  under 
license  ? — It  was  in  this  way.  It  was  not  a  legitimate  business,  and  the  people  when 
they  got  into  a  place  would  give  almost  anything  for  liquor,  and  of  course  we  charged  a 
high  figure. 

17123.  The  buyer  would  be  obliged  to  give  what  was  asked  ? — Not  at  alL 

17124.  Could  you  charge  a  high  price  ? — Yes,  of  course. 

171 25.  Do  you  not  think  there  was  a  sharper  competition  really  under  the  Scott 
Act  than  there  was  under  license  ? — Not  at  all. 

17126.  How  do  you  account  for  the  statement  made  two  or  three  times  that  there 
were  as  many  selling  under  the  Scott  Act  as  under  license  ? — There  was,  in  feet,  no 
competition.     The  sale  was  all  secret,  and  each  person  had  his  own  resort. 

17127.  You  said  you  did  not  think  drunkenness  increased  under  the  Scott  Act  I 
understand  from  what  you  say  that  there  are  a  certain  number  of  people  who  must 
drink.  Under  license  there  will  be  perhaps  thirty  people  selling,  whereas  under  the 
Scott  Act  there  may  be  one  hundred.  Is  not  competition  keener  when  one  hundred 
people  are  in  the  trade  than  it  is  when  only  thirty  are  selling? — The  competition  is  not 
legitimate. 

EWAN  MCDOUGALL. 
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17128.  It  is  not  a  question  as  to  whether  it  is  legitimate  or  illegitimate.  If  there 
are  a  certain  number  of  customers  and  a  certain  number  of  vendors,  is  not  competition 
keener  when  one  hundred  people  are  supplying  the  same  number  of  customers  as  when 
there  are  only  thirty  ?-T-It  is  just  like  this.  In  my  business  I  had  a  certain  class  of 
i^ustomers  who  would  come  to  my  place  and  not  go  anywhere  else.  If  they  went  to  another 
place  they  were  strangers.  That  was  the  reason  prices  held  up.  The  competition  was 
not  legitimate  and  the  people  were  charged  more. 

17129.  Then  it  was  not  the  fact  that  there  was  less  competition,  but  there  was  a 
higher  charge  ? — There  was  a  higher  charge.  The  people  had  their  resorts.  They  had 
their  places  where  they  knew  they  could  get  liquor,  and  if  they  went  to  other  places 
they  perhaps  could  not  get  it. 

17130.  Have  you  noticed  whether  the 'drink  trade  affects  other  business,  whether 
it  affects  the  dry  goods  business,  and  the  shoemaker  and  the  butcher  and  the  baker  ? — 
People  have  a  certain  amount  of  money  to  spend  in  different  ways.  They  have  a  certain 
amount  of  money  to  spend  on  necessities,  and  a  certain  amount  for  luxuries,  and  a  certain 
amount  for  groceries  and  other  things. 

17131.  Does  the  drink  trade  influence  what  they  would  spend  on  other  articles? — 
On  some  articles. 

17132.  Have  you  noticed  whether  in  proportion  as  the  drink  trade  is  affected 
injuriously,  other  trades  are  benefited  1 — I  have  not  noticed  that. 

17133.  I  think  you  agree  that  the  Scott  Act  did  some  good  in  some  ways  :  Is  that 
your  impression? — The  Scott  Act,  I  think,  has  done  this,  it  has  made  people  more 
careful  about  appearing  drunk. 

17134.  Does  it  make  them  more  careful  about  getting  drunk? — It  makes  them 
more  careful  about  being  found  out,  if  that  is  what  you  mean. 

1 7 1 35.  Have  you  noticed  whether  the  Scott  Act,  during  the  nine  or  ten  years  it 
was  in  force,  affected  the  standing  of  the  liquor  trade  in  the  community  ? — I  really  do 
not  know  ;  I  did  not  notice  that. 

17136.  Do  you  prefer  the  Scott  Act  to  a  license  law  ? — I  prefer  a  license  law  by  all 
means. 

17137.  If  you  made  more  money  under  the  Scott  Act,  why  do  you  prefer  a  license 
law  ? — Because  I  am  a  good  citizen. 

17138.  And  you  do  not  want  to  violate  the  law  ? — I  will  not  violate  the  law,  if  I 
am  not  pressed  to  do  so  by  men  whom  I  think  better  than  myself. 

17139.  That  was  your  reason  for  selling? — Yes. 

17140.  You  remember  the  license  period :  you  had  a  license? — Yes.  I  had  one 
for  about  ten  years. 

17141.  Do  you  remember  whether  there  was  illicit  sale  when  there  was  a  license 
law  ? — I  knew  of  one  or  two  places  in  this  city  where  liquor  was  sold  illegally,  not  very 
largely  it  is  true,  because  they  were  very  soon  stopped. 

17142.  Who  stopped  them?— The  police. 

17143.  Did  the  licensees  complain  of  them? — I  could  not  say  that,  I  know  I  did 
not. 

1 7144.  Do  you  know  whether,  when  there  were  licenses,  the  licensees  observed  all  the 
provisions  of  the  license  law  ? — Many  of  them  did.  We  had  licenses  granted  by  the 
Mayor  and  City  Council  at  one  time,  9-nd  they  granted  licenses  rather  indiscriminately. 
We  had  then  a  Licensing  Board,  and  I  think  the  Rev.  Father  Hodgson  was  the  means 
of  bringing  that  Board  into  existence  and  getting  the  necessary  measure  through  the 
Legislature.  It  was  an  excellent  plan.  The  license  Board  was  elected  by  the  collective 
vote  of  the  city,  and  they  could  refuse  a  license  to  any  man  they  pleased  ;  in  fact,  they 
could  have  shut  out  the  whole  of  the  liquor  trade  from  the  city  if  they  had  wished.  I 
think  they  had  that  p)ower.  If  they  granted  leave  to  sell,  then  the  applicant  had  to 
get  the  majority  of  the  people  of  the  block  in  which  he  lived  in  his  favour,  and  if  the 
block  said  "  no,"  he  could  not  get  a  license.     In  that  way  licenses  were  granted. 

17145.  You  think  the  majority  of  the  licensees  observed  the  restrictive  clauses  of 
the  license  law  ? — I  have  every  reason  to  believe  so. 

17146.  So  they  did  not  sell  during  prohibited  hours? — I  think  they  did  very 
foirlv  indeed. 
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17147.  I  presume  some  violated  the  law  1 — I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  that  some  did 
at  some  time.  It  is  very  hard  when  a  man  comes  in  and  says  he  wants  a  bottle  of  liquor 
for  sickness,  and  makes  a  very  poor  mouth  about  it,  to  refuse  him. 

17148.  Even  the  seller  does  not  believe  it  is  for  sickness  ? — So  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
if  I  believe  a  man  is  telling  a  lie,  I  sit  on  him.  But  what  makes  me  think  the  class  of 
people  who  held  licenses  under  the  Licensing  Board  were  a  fairly  good  class  is,  because 
during  our  "  free  rum  "  period,  as  it  was  called,  the  only  restrictive  law  we  had  was  the 
Sunday  Law,  and  I  do  not  know  of  one  man  who  held  a  license  who  was  brought  up  for 
violating  the  Sunday  Law.     So  I  think  they  were  a  fairly  good  class  of  people. 

17149.  Do  you  know  whether  the  men  generally  who  held  licenses  did,  after  the 
Scott  Act  came  into  force,  continue  to  sell  against  the  law  ? — Nearly  every  one.  I  know 
of  one  man  who  went  out  of  it. 

17150.  Are  they  still  selling  1 — Some  of  them  are. 

17151.  Do  you  believe  that  under  this  police  regulation  there  is  illicit  sale,  and  there 
are  persons  who  are  not  complying  with  the  present  law  ? — I  cannot  say  that.  I  believe 
myself  there  are  some  very  unscrupulous  people  selling  to-day  who,  if  they  had  the 
ot)portunity,  would  violate  the  law. 

17152.  Do  you  yourself  believe  in  a  high  license  system,  which  would  reduce  the 
number  of  licensed  places  and  increase  the  price  of  the  license  1  Would  you  prefer  that 
to  the  present  arrangement  ? — I  think  the  only  proper  way  to  regulate  the  sale  of 
liquor  is  by  placing  it  the  hands  of  good  people,  men  who  will  respect  themselves  at 
least. 

17153.  Do  you  think  that  a  high  license,  which  would  limit  the  number  of  licenses 
and  increase  the  price,  would  produce  that  result  ? — It  would  certainly  have  thateffect ;  that 
is,  if  you  limit  the  number  of  litenses  and  place  the  trade  only  in  the  hands  of  respect- 
able people. 

17154.  Why  do  you  think  the  trade  needs  to  be  restricted  and  regulated  at  all  f— 
I  think  if  we  were  properly  educated  we  would  require  no  restriction,  but  you  know 
there  are  some  people  who  are  not  properly  educated,  and  they  are  ignorant  of  the  bad 
effects  of  liquor.  I  think  myself  that  when  the  people  are  properly  educated,  they 
will  not  need  any  restriction. 

17155.  How  will  the  educating  process  go  on? — It  is  going  on  now. 

17156.  By  what  means? — We  have  the  pulpit,  and  we  have  temperance  lecturers. 
I  believe  in  temperance  myself. 

17157.  You  think,  then,  that  these  means  are  educating  the  people! — And  the 
schools,  of  course,  that  is  education. 

17158.  Up  to  the  point  when  no  restriction  will  be  needed  for  the  drink  trade!— 
Certainly. 

17159.  Because  it  will  regulate  itself? — It  will  regulate  itself. 

17160.  Do  you  think  the  drink  trade,  as  it  exists,  whether  illicit  or  legalized,  is 
helping  on  that  educational  work  ? — I  think  that  if  the  drink  trade,  as  you  call  it,  the 
liquor  traffic  were  placed  in  proper  hands,  everything  would  be  all  right. 

17161.  Do  you  think  the  liquor  trade  where  it  exists,  whether  illicit  or  legalized,  is 
helping  on  that  educational  work  ? — I  think  myself,  if  the  trade  was  placed  in  proper 
hands  it  would  have  the  effect  of  helping  on  that  education,  because  any  good  conscien- 
tious man,  and  there  are  good  and  conscientious  men  selling  liquor  as  well  as  engaged 
in  other  business,  will  not  see  a  man  debased  by^iquor. 

17162.  Have  you  violated  the  law? — Yes,  I  have  violated  it.  When  you  know 
that  the  law  is  not  upheld  by  public  sentiment,  when  the  very  best  classes  of  the  com- 
munity ask  you  to  violate  it,  and  will  offer  you  money  as  an  inducement  to  break  a  law, 
when  magistrates,  justices  of  the  peace,  clergymen  and  that  class,  the  very  chiss  we 
respect  and  are  bound  to  respect,  ask  you  to  break  a  law,  you  must  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  law  is  an  iniquitous  one. 

17163.  Do  many  of  the  class  of  people  to  whom  you  refer,  including  clergymen, 
ask  men  to  violate  the  law  ? — They  have  asked  me. 

17164.  Many  clergymen? — Not  a  great  many  clergymen,  but  what  I  have  said  I 
have  sworn  to. 

EWAN  MCDOUGALL. 
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17165.  Do  you  believe  a  prohibitory  law,  a  law  prohibiting  the  manufacture  as  well 
as  the  sale,  if  well  enforced,  would  have  a  good  eflfect  ?-^We  cannot  have  total  prohibi- 
tion. 

17166.  Why? — The  churches  require  wine. 

I  17167.  I  am  not  talking  about  that.  I  refer  to  a  prohibitory  law  that  prohibits 
the  importation,  manufacture  and  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor  for  beverage  purposes. 
Do  you  believe  such  a  law,  if  well  enforced,  would  do  good  ? — I  think  it  is  a  hard 
problem  to  solve. 

17168.  The  Commissioners  would  like  to  have  your  answer. — There  are  so  many 
people,  and  so  many  good  people  whom  I  am  bound  to  respect,  who  require  drink,  who 
have  their  social  glass,  that  I  am  not  quite  sure  whether  St  would  be  better  for  them  to 
be  kept  without  it. 

17169.  Do  you  know  a  large  class  that  would  be  better  without  it? — I^knowa 
class  that  would  be  better  without  it.  There  is  a  class  that  does  not  require  it.  I  do 
not  require  it,  because  I  am  not  a  thinker.  The  thinking  men,  the  men  of  the  better 
class  of  the  community,  take  their  social  glass,  and  they  tell  me  it  does  them  ffpod,  and 
I  think  it  does.  You  will  find  that  is  the  general  opinion.  The  liquor  sharpens  the 
brain. 

17170.  Do  you  know  of  any  way  by  which  it  could  be  kept  from  the  class  to  which 
it  is  dangerous  ?-— Yes,  I  have  told  you. 

17171.  How  would  you  do  it? — By  placing  the  trade  in  the  hands  of  reputable 
people. 

17172.  You  think  they  would  not  sell  to  such  people  ? — I  think  they  would  not. 

17173.  Would  they  require  to  possess  power  to  discriminate  between  the  diflFerent 
classes  ? — I  think  it  would  be  better  to  have  a  law,  a  restrictive  law,  because  it  backs 
up  the  man  who  sells.  For  instance,  if  a  certain  man  was  restrictecf  from  getting 
liquor,  if  he  was  proclaimed  by  the  police  and  notice  given  to  me,  the  law  would  be 
something  to  back  me  up,  and  I  could  easily  refuse  to  sell  to  such  a  man.  Such  restric- 
tions would  help  a  man  selling. 

17174.  Do  you  not  see  the  difficulty  of  imposing  such  restrictions? — There  would 
be  a  difficulty.     There  is  difficulty  at  present. 

17175.  And  difficulty  all  round? — Yes.  We  are  surrounded  by  difficulties  of  all 
kinds. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

17176.  Were  you  ever  convicted  during  the  period  you  were  selling  liquor  under 
the  Scott  Act  ?— Yes. 

17177.  How  of  ten  ?— Once. 

17178.  You  were  convicted  once  during  how  many  years  ? — Between  nine  and  ten 
years. 

17179.  The  Scott  Act  did  good  to  you  in  that  it  increased  the  price  of  liquor  during 
the  period  it  was  the  law  ? — ^Yes. 

17180.  And  you  could  not  buy  as  much  liquor  for  a  given  sum  under  the  Scott 
Act  as  now  ? — No.  Under  the  Scott  Act  we  had  no  license  fee  to  pay,  and  of  course 
liquor  was  not  so  expensive  to  us.  The  price  went  up  as  soon  as  the  Scott  Act  came 
into  force.  Since  then  the  duties  have  been  increased,  and  we  have  not  lowered  the 
price. 

17181.  So  that  a  man  will  get  as  much  as  during  the  Scott  Act  ? — No,  but  we  do 
not  receive  the  scune  price. 

17182.  I  think  you  said  you  charged  more? — Yes,  more  than  under  the  former 
license  law. 

17183.  But  you  charge  the  same  price  now  as  under  the  Scott  Act  ? — Yes. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

17184.  You  say  you  were  once  convicted.  Was  any  one  else  convicted  in  your 
place  ? — I  do  not  care  to  answer  that  question. 
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By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

17185.  Did  you  ever  employ  unlicensed  people  to  sell  liquor  for  you  during  the 
time  you  had  a  license  ? — No. 

17186.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  anybody  in  the  trade  licensed  to  sell,  employing  un- 
licensed people  to  dispose  of  liquor  for  them  ? — I  never  heard  of  it. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

17187.  Did  you  ever  know  of  illicit  sales  being  carried  on  by  licensed  peoples- 
No,  I  cannot  say  that  I  do. 


SIMON  W.  CRABBE  recalled. 

17188.  I  have  the  figures  of  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  elections  showing  the 
vote  polled.  In  1879,  ^37  votes  were  polled  for  the  Act  and  253  against ;  in  1884, 755 
for  the  Act  and  715  against ;  in  1887,  689  for  the  Act  and  669  aigainst ;  in  1890, 686 
for  the  Act  and  700  against.  The  other  day  I  was  asked  in  regard  to  the  arrests  in 
1887.  Remarks  were  made  in  regard  to  the  convictions  for  1889,  numbering  395.  In 
looking  over  the  records  of  the  police  books  since  I  was  here,  I  find  that  Mr.  Hudson 
was  appointed  prosecutor  by  the  City  Council.  The  first  complaint  he  made  for  viola- 
tion of  the  Scott  Act  was  in  April  16th,  1887.  During  that  year  he  was  prosecutor 
and  all  during^ the  year  1888,  and  he  was  dismissed  in  February,  1889. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod  : 

17189.  The  police  took  charge  in  1890  ?— Yes. 

17190.  And  continued  until  the  end  of  the  Scott  Act  period  1 — Yes. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

17191.  When  was  Mr.  Hudson  dismissed  ?— In  February,  1889.  On  February  8, 
1889,  he  laid  his  last  information.     He  was  dismissed  at  the  end  of  February. 

17192.  Did  the  ladies  take  hold  immediately  afterwards  ? — There  was  no  prosecutor 
during  that  year. 

By  Rev.  Br.  McLeod  : 

17193.  The  arrests  ran  up  to  395  as  compared  with  262  for  the  year  previous  I— 
Yes.     Then  the  ladies  took  hold  in  1890,  and  brought  the  number  down  to  239. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

17194.  Before  Mr.  Hudson's  appointment,  who  had  charge? — The  work  was  done 
partly  by  Mr.  Hudson  and  partly  by  the  Dominion  Alliance,  and  for  a  while  there  was 
no  prosecutor  at  all. 

17195.  The  reason  I  ask  is,  that  in  1886  there  were  300  convictions  for  drunken- 
ness 1 — Probably  there  was  no  one  then. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

17196.  There  has  been  a  good  deal  said  about  people  from  the  country  drinking' 
Do  you  know  whether  the  arrests  of  country  people  for  drunkenness  have  been  greater 
since  the  repeal  of  the  Scott  Act  than  before  ? — They  have  been  greater. 

17197.  Where  do  you  get  that  information? — From  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate's 
records. 

17198.  What  are  the  figures? — I  went  over  the  books  with  the  Magistrate  or  the 
Marshal  and  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate's  Clerk.  Taking  16  months  of  the  time  we 
have  had  what  is  calleid  free  rum,  and  also  16  months  previous  during  the  time  the  Scott 
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Act  was  in  operation,  I  find  that  from  October  1889  to  February,  1891  there  were  only 
90  countrymen  arrested. 

17199.  Under  what  system? — Under  the  Scott  Act,  and  during  the  last  period  it 
ran  up  to  176. 

17200.  Countrymen? — Non-residents. 

17201.  That  was  under  free  rum? — Yes. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

17202.  During  the  whole  period? — During  the  period  from  October  1889  to  Febru- 
ary 1891,  when  the  Scott  Act  went  out,  there  were  only  90  arrests.  From  February 
1891  to  June  1892,  a  period  of  16  months,  there  were  176  arrests  for  drunkenness. 

17203.  What  deduction  do  you  make  from  these  figures? — That  it  was  very  much 
easier  for  countrymen  to  procure  liquor  under  the  present  system  than  under  the  Scott 
Act. 

17204.  What  kind  of  educator  has  the  Scott  Act  been  to  those  countrymen,  if  they 
had  no  chance  to  get  liquor  in  the  country  for  eight  or  ten  years  and  since  they  have 
got  the  chance  they  have  drank  double  ? — It  appears  not  to  have  educated  them  very 
much  in  that  way. 

Bj/  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod: 

17205.  The  statement  was  made  by  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate  that  there  were 
143  separate  persons  convicted  during  the  Scott  Act  years  for  violations  of  the  Act  ? — 
Yes. 

17206.  Do  you  know  whether  there  were  143  at  one  time  in  the  business,  or  how- 
is  that  number  made  up  ? — I  do  not  think  there  were. 

17207.  Do  you  mean  so  many  different  parties,  or  were  they  different  parties  at  diff- 
erent times? — I  heard  the  Magistrate  make  the  statement  that  there  were  143  persons 
convicted.  That  statement  was  correct ;  but  I  have  gone  over  the  books,  not  very  care- 
fully it  is  true,  and  I  have  found  that  43  of  those  convictions  were  represented  by  16 
houses.  That  is  to  say  the  keeper  of  the  house  was  changed.  The  man  himself  was 
convicted  first,  then  his  wife,  then  his  servant  girl  or  the  boy,  but  the  business  was 
kept  along.  The  returns,  therefore,  do  not  represent  143  different  places  where  liquor 
was  sold. 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

17208.  Do  you  remember  what  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate  said  in  regard  to  the 
number  of  persons  engaged  in  the  business  at  one  time  ?  Do  you  think  he  may  be  con- 
sidered by  the  Commission  as  a  pretty  good  authority  ? — I  think  he  is  over  the  mark. 
T  will  tell  the  Commissioners  the  reason  why  T  think  so.  The  Police  Marshal  stated 
the  other  day  that  he  had  found  75  or  76  places  in  the  city  that  were  fitted  up  accord- 
ing to  the  requirements  of  the  law.  He  knew  those  76  places  were  selling  liquor.  Under 
the  Scott  Act  there  were  quite  a  number  of  places  where  beer  was  sold.  There  was  a 
judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court  rendered  by  one  of  the  Judges  that  beer  was  not  intox- 
icating under  the  meaning  of  the  Canada  Temperance  Act,  and  the  result  was  that  after 
that  judgment  was  given,  a  large  number  of  people  went  into  selling  what  they  called 
"  Hop  Beer."  AH  those  places  were  classed  as  rum  shops  under  the  Scott  Act.  Really 
they  were  only  selling  beer  declared  to  be  non-intoxicating.  ^ 

17209.  Did  they  sell  only  beer  there? — Yes,  a  great  many  of  them  did. 

17210.  How  do  you  know? — When  they  were  brought  before  the  Court,  all  their 
witnesses  swore  to  that. 

17211.  Do  you  know  the  truth  of  the  testimony  given,  for  you  are  no  doubt  aware 
that  the  memories  of  witnesses  failed  them  in  those  cases  ?— Some  are  in  existence  still. 
The  probabilities  are  that  if  the  men  wished  to  violate  the  law,  they  would  do  it. 
Although  76  places  are  admitted  to  be  selling  now,  there  is  quite  a  number  more. 

17212.  You  tell  us  that  in  regard  to  these  43  convictions,  there  were  only  16 
houses.     And  during  the  Scott  Act  period  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate  made  out  364 
convictions.     His  calculation  showed  there  were  145  different  persons.     So,  according - 
to  these  figures,  he  is  not  very  far  out  ? — It  was  extended  over  a  period  of  9 J  years. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


894  ROYAL   COMMISSION   ON   THE   LIQUOR  TRAFFIC 

No  doubt  a  number  of  people  went  into  the  business  and  went  out  of  it ;  they  were 
continually  coming  in  and  going  out  Several  parties  have  started  in  since  this  regula- 
tion Act  was  adopted. 

17213.  Then  applying  the  same  rule,  there  would  be  140  individuals  I—Yes. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

17214.  Did  you  go  over  the  whole  list  ? — I  ran  over  it  in  a  careless  kind  of  way. 

17215.  You  went  over  the  whole  list  ? — Yes ;  I  ran  over  it. 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

17216.  Do  you  think  the  testimony  of  the  Magistrate  was  testimony  given  by 
running  over  a  list  hurriedly  % — No. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod: 

17217.  Did  not  the  Magistrate  mention  that  it  was  only  an  estimate? — ^Yes. 

17218.  As  near  as  he  could  get  it  ? — Yes. 


Rev.  JAMES  SIMPSON  recalled. 

17219.  I  wish  to  place  before  the  Commission  a  letter  on  the  Grothenburg  System. 
In  1885  I  was  in  Sweden,  and  inquired  into  the  working  of  the  Gothenburg  System  and 
its  results,  and  after  I  returned  home  I  wrote  to  the  clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England 
at  Gothenburg  and  got  him  to  write  down  his  statement  of  the  working  of  the  system, 
and  what  its  results  had  been  so  far.  I  have  the  statement  here  in  a  letter,  which  I 
will  hand  in  to  the  Commissioners,  and  I  certify  that  the  information  contained  in  it 
was  obtained  by  me  in  the  year  1887  from  the  clergyman  to  whom  I  have  referred,  who 
was  in  charge  of  the  Church  of  England  at  Gothenburg. 

By  Mr.  Clarke :  * 

17220.  Will  you  please  state  what  the  results  were  1 — I  found  the  system  worked 
exceedingly  well,  and  reduced  the  amount  of  drunkenness.  I  have  the  same  testimony 
from  this  clergyman,  who  said  that,  during  a  period  of  6  or  8  years,  drunkenness  had 
decreased  in  those  districts  about  pO  per  cent.  That  fact  is  stated  in  the  letter. 
Another  point  in  this  connection,  which  perhaps  may  be  of  use  to  the  Commission,  is 
that  the  Swedes  are  considered  in  Europe  to  be  one  of  the  great  drinking  nations. 
They  consume  more  liquor  proportionately  than  any  other. 

17221.  Has  the  climate^any thing  to  do  with  that? — No,  I  think  not  It  is  mucb 
the  same  climate  as  that  of  Canada.  But  the  remarkable  thing  is,  that  there  is,  I 
believe,  no  poverty  in  Sweden,  and  they  are  a  most  honest  nation.  It  astonished  me 
very  much  when  I  was  there,  and  I  have  heard  it  spoken  of  since  at  different  times,  to 
find  that  they  are  so  exceedingly  honest  and  thrifty,  and  yet  at  the  same  time  there  is 
such  great  drunkenness.  There  is  one  day  in  the  year  there,  May  1st,  when,  until  two 
years  ago,  everybody  was  allowed  to  get  drunk  without  any  arrests  being  made,  from 
the  King  down  to  the  common  working  man.  Sunday  is  also  a  great  day  for  drink- 
ing there.  To  give  an  instance  of  their  honesty,  I  may  say  that  the  letters  for  small 
districts  are  placed  by  the  postman  in  a  pine  box  by  the  road  side.  Different  people 
from  the  adjoining  houses  look  at  the  letters,  and  perhaps  take  one  out,  and  put  the 
others  back.  You  could  leave  your  coat  hanging  on  the  fence  by  the  road  side  and  no 
one  would  take  it.  I  may  mention  an  incident  I  had  with  the  cabmen  there.  I  did 
not  understand  the  language  very  well  and  I  asked  the  cabman  what  his  fare  was,  and 
I  at  the  same  time  handed  him  3  kreuners,  about  3s.,  and  he  returned  one,  saying  that 
his  fare  was  2  kreuners.  I  do  not  think  you  would  find  an  English  or  Canadian  cab- 
man, no  matter  how  temperate  he  might  be,  who  would  be  as  honest  as  that. 

Simon  B.  Crabbe. 
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By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod: 
17221a.  Would  you  attribute  the  absence  of  poverty  and  tbe  general  honesty  to 
the  free  sale  of  liquors  ? — That  question  has  pressed  itself  on  my  attention,  and  I  have 
seen  it  noticed  elsewhere,  that  while  drink  does  in  this  country  bring  poverty  and 
dishonesty,  it  does  not  appear  to  do  so  in  Sweden. 

17222.  You  do  not  know  to  what  to  attribute  that  fact  1 — No.  If  I  may  be  allowed  to 
make  one  or  two  further  statements,  I  will  do  so.  With  respect  to  the  amount  of  drink- 
ing in  the  year  that  we  had  free  rum  in  Charlottetown,  there  were  304  convictions,  com- 
pared with  239  for  the  previous  year.  I  do  not  think  it  has  been  brought  out  that  in 
that  year  we  had  six  elections. 

17223.  What  year  was  that?— In  1891.  We  had  a  Scott  Act  election,  an 
election  for  Mayor  and  City  Councillors,  an  election  for  water  commissioners,  the  gen- 
eral Dominion  election,  a  bye  election  for  the  Local  House  in  Charlottetown,  and  the 
plebiscite  concerning  the  red  i vision  of  wards.  Evidence  was  also  brought  forward  to 
show  there  was  very  much  more  drunkenness  at  the  exhibition  the  year  we  had  free 
rum  than  during  the  previous  year.  But  it  was  not  stated  that  on  the  great  day  of  the 
exhibition  last  year,  1891,  the  year  of  free  rum,  it  was  a  pouring  wet  day,  and  all 
the  country  people  who  came  into  the  town  had  to  stay  in  taverns  ;  and  of  course  the 
temptation  to  drink  was  very  strong,  and  in  the  evening  there  was  undoubtedly  a  great 
deal  of  drunkenness.  I  believe,  however,  the  weather  was  the  cause  of  the  drunkenness 
more  than  anything  else. 

17224.  Do  you  know  that  the  sale  of  liquor  is  prohibited  on  election  day? — I  do. 

17225.  Do  you  think  that  would  have  any  effect  1 — I  do  not  think  it  has  any  effect. 
I  think  we  will  find  on  election  day,  especially  towards  the  evening,  that  liquor  is 
obtained  somehow  or  other.  I  desire  now  to  file  with  the  Commission  the  letter  to  which 
I  have  referred.     [Appendix  26.] 


ALEXANDER  McKINNON,  of  Charlottetown,  iron  founder  and  merchant,  on 
being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald: 

17226.  How  long  have  you  carried  on  business  in  Charlottetown  1 — Twenty  years. 

17227.  Then  you  have  known  Charlottetown  under  the  license  law  and  the  Scott 
Act  ? — ^Yes,  somewhat. 

17228.  And  also  under  free  sale  1 — Yes. 

By  Mr,  Gigavlt  : 

17229.  How  was  the  Scott  Act  enforced  while  it  was  in  force? — Sometimes  vigor- 
ously and  sometimes  indifferently. 

17230.  When  it  was  enforced  vigorously,  to  what  did  you  attribute  that  effort? — 
When  it  was  enforced  vigorously  we  had  very  little  drunkenness. 

17231.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that  vigorous  enforcement? — To  spasmodic  efforts  on 
the  part  of  the  citizens  sometimes;  at  other  times  to  the  efforts  on  the  part  of  our  women. 

17232.  Was  it  due  to  other  influences  besides  the  officials? — Yes,  it  was  due  to 
the  action  of  the  citizens,  from  their  feelings  being  aroused. 

17233.  Was  there  not  an  association  formed  in  order  to  enforce  the  Act? — Not 
that  I  am  aware  of.     There  might  have  been. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

17234.  How  many  persons  do  you  employ  ? — Thirty  or  thirty-five. 

17235.  Have  you  any  rule  in  regard  to  the  employment  of  men ;  do  you  make  any 
discrimination  between  drinkers  and  non-drinkers  ?— The  first  question  I  ask  a  man 
when  he  seeks  employment  is,  are  you  a  drinking  man  ? 

17236.  And  ^i  he  says  he  is,  what  happens  ? — Unless  we  are  compelled  to  hire  him, 
we  da  not  take  him. 
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17237.  Why  is  it  you  prefer  men  who  are  not  drinking  men? — Because  we  can 
depend  upon  them. 

1 7238.  That  is  true,  especially,  in  cases  where  you  need  skilled  labour,  I  suppose!— Yes. 

17239.  And  it  is  true  in  all  branches  of  your  work  T — ^Yes. 

17240.  I  suppose  a  percentage  of  your  men  are  drinking  men,  more  or  leasf— 
Not  at  present,  that  I  know  of. 

17241.  Do  you  find  drinking  men  are  less  reliable  ? — Exactly. 

17242.  They  are  less  regular  at  their  work  ? — Exactly. 

17243.  Of  course,  it  goes  without  saying  that  a  man  who  spends  his  money  in 
drink  must  waste  some  time.  Have  you  notic^  about  what  proportion  of  time  a  man 
will  lose  from  the  drink  habit  ] — I  do  not  think  I  have  ever  made  a  record  of  it ;  but  I 
know  this,  that  a  workman  who  is  drunk  on  Saturday  night  and  all  day  on  Sunday  is 
not  fit  to  work  on  Monday,  and  therefore  we  keep  clear  of  them  as  much  as  possible. 
There  may  have  been  times  when  we  could  not  do  it,  previous  to  the  Scott  Act  All 
the  men  arank  at  that  time,  it  appears  to  me. 

17244.  Do  you  think  the  Scott  Act  had  a  good  effect  in  changing  the  habits  of  the 
men? — Something  made  a  change.  I  do  not  know  whether  to  attribute  it  to  the  Scott 
Act  or  not. 

17245.  Some  part  of  it  ?— Certainly. 

17246.  And  also  some  to  religious  influences,  I  suppose? — Yes.  The  views  of  the 
men  have  changed  with  respect  to  the  drinking  habit. 

17247.  Do  you  think  the  Scott  Act  helped  to  bring  about  the  change? — I  think  it 
helped,  particularly  with  the  young.  Those  wh(J  were  boys  when  the  Scott  Act  came 
in  and  are  men  now,  have  not  the  same  inclination  to  seek  bar-rooms  as  they  would  have 
had  if  bar-rooms  had  been  open  right  along. 

17248.  Do  you  think  they  have  a  different  idea  about  the  character  of  the  business! 
— I  think  they  have. 

17249.  But  these  working  men  not  only  lose  time  themselves,  but  I  suppose  they 
lose  the  valuable  time  of  other  men  ? — I  could  not  say  exactly.  I  have  had  workmen 
who  are  first  class  men,  who  drank.     You  very  often  find  that. 

17250.  Have  you  often  had  this  experience,  that  a  working  man,  on  account  of  his 
irregularity,  interfered  with  the  work  of  other  men  in  your  shop  ?— Yes,  we  have  had 
that  experience.  We  had  that  in  regard  to  machinery  and  in  regard  to  gangs  of  men, 
who  depended  upon  a  man  to  lead  them.     Of  course,  we  suffered  in  that  respect. 

17251.  Does  your  rule  discriminate  against  men  not  known  to  be  excessive 
drinkers  ?  Do  you  prefer  a  total  abstainer  to  a  moderate  drinker  ? — A  total  abstainer 
every  day  in  the  week,  if  I  can  get  him. 

17252.  You  have  already  said  the  Scott  Act  has  produced  some  good  effect,  in  spite 
of  the  diflBculties  connected  with  its  enforcement.  Do  you  believe  a  general  prohibitory 
law  would  have  a  good  effect  on  the  business  interests  of  the  country  at  large? — Yes,  if 
it  were  well  enforced. 

17253.  Have  you  observed  whether  drink  affects  injuriously  other  business 
interests  ? — I  have  all  my  life  regarded  it  as  the  greatest  curse  of  the  country  in  that 
respect.  Of  course,  if  the  head  of  a  family  is  earning  wages  and  spends  them  in  drink,  his 
family  suffers,  and  by  that  family  suffering  the  whole  community  suffers.  The  children 
are  not  educated,  and  they  are  brought  up  in  poverty. 

17254.  Do  you  believe  the  money  consumed  in  drink  is  so  much  taken  out  of  the 
money  that  would  otherwise  run  through  other  business  channels  ? — Most  undoubtedly. 

17255.  And  in  that  way  it  affects  business  injuriously? — ^Yes. 

By  Mr,  Cla/rke : 

17256.  Do  you  prefer  the  present  system  to  a  license  system,  or  have  you  conscien- 
tious scruples  against  licensing  the  liquor  trade  ? — I  have. 

17257.  Would  you  prefer  the  present  system  to  license? — Yes,  most  undoubtedlj. 

17258.  Even  though  the  license  system  might  reduce  the  number  of  licensed  places 
one-half  ? — I  do  not  care  how  small  you  reduce  the  number,  it  will  have  the  same  effect 
in  the  community  if  you  license  at  all. 

Alexander  McKinnon. 
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17259.  Then  you  prefer  to  have  78  or  80  places  selling  liquor  and  no  control  over 
them  by  legislation  rather  than  half  the  number  licensed  1 — Exactly. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

17260.  In  the  event  of  a  prohibitory  law  being  enacted,  have  you  thought  of  the 
matter  sufficiently  to  express  an  opinion  in  regard  to  granting  compensation  to  men 
engaged  in  the  trade  ? — I  cannot  say  that  I  have. 

17261.  Do  you  believe  that  a  general  prohibitory  law,  touching  the  importation 
and  manufacture  as  well  as  the  sale,  could  be  more  easily  enforced  than  the  Scott  Act, 
or  partial  prohibitioa  ?^-I  think  it  could.  I  think  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  the 
sentiment  of  the  people  will  support  a  law  with  regard  to  prohibition,  and  secure  its 
enforcement. 

'    17262.  You  think  that  the  sentiment  is  growing? — I  do.     When  I  came  here  20 
years  ago  this  was  one  of  the  worst  places  on  the  face  of  earth  for  liquor. 

17263.  It  was  then  under  license? — Yes,  it  was  under  license. 

17264.  You  say  there  was  a  great  deal  of  drinking  then? — There  was. 

17265.  Was  drinking  regarded  as  almost  necessary? — It  was  practised  universally. 

17266.  It  did  not  excite  surprise? — Not  at  all.  Young  men  would  gather  into  the 
bar-rooms  on  those  streets  20  years  ago,  when  I  came  here,  and  the  treating  system  was 
then  in  vogue,  and  Jack  treated  Tom,  and  Tom  treated  Jack,  and  all  hands  treated 
one  another,  and  by  the  time  they  had  gone  round,  they  were  all  drunk.  Next  morning 
the  same  thing  was  repeated.  All  that,  however,  has  been  changed  since  the  Scott 
Act  came  into  force. 

17267.  You  think  the  Scott  Act  had  something  to  do  with  the  change? — I  think 
it  had. 

17268.  Notwithstanding  there  were  difficulties  regarding  the  enforcement,  the 
legislation  in  regard  to  the  trade  had  an  effect  ? — Yes.  Men  did  not  want  to  have  their 
names  brought  up  in  the  police  court  as  witnesses  in  a  raid  against  the  rumsellers,  and 
therefore  they  either  took  liquor  at  home  or  left  it  alone. 


JOHN  QUIRK,  of  Charlottetown,  baker,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : 
By  Judge  McDonald : 

17269.  How  long  have  you  carried  on  the  liquor  business  in  Charlottetown? — 
Thirty-five  years. 

17270.  Have  you  at  any  time  held  any  official  position  here? — Yes,  I  was  on  the 
city  License  Board. 

17271.  How  long  ago  was  that?— In  1870. 

17272.  How  long  were  you  on  the  Board? — I  was  on  it  for  three  years. 

17273.  From  1870  to  1873  ?— Yes. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

17274.  You  are  a  baker,  I  believe  ? — Yes. 

17275.  How  many  men  do  you  employ  ? — I  formerly  employed  eight,  I  now  em- 
ploy six. 

17276.  Have  you  any  rule  in  regard  to  employing  your  men  ?  Do  you  prefer  total 
abstainers  ? — Certainly. 

17277.  Why  is  that? — Because  they  can  do  their  work  better. 

17278.  Have  you  noticed,  as  a  baker  and  supplier  of  bread  to  the  people,  that  as 
the  drink  trade  flourishes,  the  people  have  less  power  to  purchase  bread  ? — I  do  not 
think  I  ever  took  very  much  notice  ol:  thai. 

"]317279.  They  buy  bread  all  the  same? — ^They  do,  bufc  they  will  buy  the  liquor  aU 
the  same.     Of  course  they  must  have  bread. 
21—57 
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17280.  Speaking  of  the  Scott  Act,  have  you  noticed  its  operation,  and  found  good 
effects  1 — I  think  so. 

17281.  In  what  respect? — When  the  Act  £rst  went  into  operation  the  people  were 
afraid  to  buy  liquor,  or  at  all  events  to  do  so  openly.  They  would  get  around  into  back 
places  and  enter  by  side-doors  and  get  it.  They  were  bound  to  have  it,  but  they  did 
not  seek  it  as  much  as  they  did  when  the  license  law  was  in  force. 

17282.  Did  that  feeling  wean  off  a  little,  after  a  while? — After  a  while,  they  got 
used  to  it. 

17283.  And  I  suppose  they  knew  how  to  get  it? — Yes. 

17284.  Yet  you  think  the  law  did  good?— I  think  so. 

17285.  Do  you  suppose  it  lessened  drunkenness  in  the  town? — There  was  not  as 
much  public  drunkenness. 

17286.  Do  you  think  there  was  as  much  drinking? — Yes,  I  think  there  was  just 
as  much. 

17287.  You  remember  the  town  under  license? — Yes. 

17288.  Was  that  better  than  the  Scott  Act  period,  or  worse  ? — I  would  rather  have 
the  Scott  Act. 

17289.  Even  though  it  was  violated  a  good  deal? — Yes. 

17290.  Did  you  notice  that  the  Scott  Act  was  better  enforced  at  some  times 
than  at  other  times  ? — Yes. 

17291.  And  when  the  Scott  Act  was  better  enforced,  was  there  a  marked  improve- 
ment in  the  condition  of  the  city  as  regards  drunkenness  ? — You  would  not  see  as  many 
going  around  with  signs  of  liquor  on  them. 

17292.  Did  you  notice,  when  the  Soott  Act  was  better  enforced,  that  the  people 
wasted  as  much  money  ? — I  could  not  say  as  to  that. 

17293.  Have  you  noticed  how  the  city  is  getting  along  under  the  present  regula- 
tion ? — I  think  it  is  doing  very  well. 

17294.  Do  you  think  the  present  system  is  as  good  as  the  Scott  Act? — I  think  it 
is  better. 

17295.  The  Scott  Act  is  better  than  license,  and  this  system  is  better  than  the 
Scott  Act  ? — Yes,  I  think  so. 

17296.  There  was  a  year  between  the  time  the  Scott  Act  was  repealed  and  this 
law  came  into  force  :  what  law  was  then  in  force  ? — I  did  not  see  much  difference. 

17297.  The  condition  was  about  the  same? — About  the  same. 

17298.  So  you  think  everybody  is  satisfied  for  the  present  with  these  restrictions t 
— The  present  law  seems  to  work  very  well.  On  Saturday  the  houses  are  compelled  to 
close  up  early,  and  they  have  to  shut  up  at  ten  o'clock  on  other  nights. 

17299.  This  is  a  "new  broom,"  and  I  suppose  it  "sweeps  clean"  ? — Yes,  and  the  Scott 
Act  was  the  same  at  first.  We  had  a  very  good  license  law  before  the  Scott  Act  came 
into  force.  When  we  got  it  working,  even  the  trade  was  satisfied,  and  the  houses  had 
to  close  up  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening  on  Saturday  and  nine  o'clock  on  any  other  night. 

17300.  Do  you  believe  that  a  general  prohibitory  law,  well  enforced,  would  do 
good  ? — If  it  was  well  enforced,  it  would  certainly  do  good,  but  the  point  is  to  get  it 
enforced  ;  that  is  the  difficulty. 

17301.  But  you  think,  if  it  were  well  enforced,  it  would  do  good? — I  da 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

17302.  What  was  your  experience  under  the  Scott  Act :  was  the  Act  enforced,  or 
only  supposed  to  be  enforced  ? — It  was  no  surprise  that  they  could  not  enforce  it.  At 
times  they  would  get  very  hot  over  it,  and  then  they  would  cool  down.  There  were 
several  matters  I  did  not  like  in  regard  to  the  Scott  Act.  Among  other  things,  it  was 
educating  the  people  to  be  perjurers  right  straight  through.     There  is  no  doubt  about  it 

17303.  Anything  else? — There  may  be  something  else. 

17304.  Do  you  think  the  Scott  Act  could  be  enforced  ?— I  think  it  could  if  there 
were  proper  officers  to  enforce  it. 

17305.  Would  you  prefer  local  officers,  or  Provincial  or  Dominion  officers? — Local 
officers  would  do  it  better,  because  the  people  would  have  an  eye  on  them. 

John  Quirk. 
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By  Mr,  Gigault  : 

17306.  Do  you  believe  the  present  system  favours  temperance  more  than  the  Scott 
Act  did  1 — I  think  so. 

1 7307.  You  think  there  are  better  regulations  1 — People  cannot  stop  all  night  in 
the  houses,  as  they  used  to  do  under  the  Scott  Act. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod : 

17308.  Do  you  think  the  law  made  a  man  perjure  himself? — I  do  not  know  whether 
the  law  made  him  do  so,  but  it  was  done ;  that  I  am  confident  of. 

17309.  Do  you  think  that  the  law  being  repealed,  the  man  will  never  perjure  him- 
self again  ?— I  think  they  are  pretty  well  educated  up  to  it. 

17310.  There  seems  to  have  been  a  lessening  of  drunkenness  during  the  operation 
of  the  new  regulations  ?  Is  that  one  of  the  reasons  why  you  prefer  them  ? — Xo,  it  is 
not.  I  do  not  know  whether  there  is  any  less  drunkenness,  but  the  people  have  to  get 
out  of  the  houses  at  proper  hours  and  go  home.  On  Saturday  night  they  do  not  go 
home  drunk,  as  they  formerly  did. 

17311.  Do  you  know  whether  it  is  the  fact  that  there  is  less  drunkenness  at  this 
time  of  the  year,  from  July  on,  because  the  sailors  are  away  1 — That  has  a  good  deal  to 
do  with  it. 

17312.  A  good  many  men  are  away  ? — That  has  a  good  deal  to  do  with  it.  During 
the  license  law  there  was  a  lot  of  shipping  here,  and  sailors  gave  a  lot  of  trouble,  and 
the  town  had  to  get  special  police  in  order  to  keep  things  straight. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

17313.  The  absence  of  sailors  from  the  port  has  something  to  do  with  it? — Ye& 
By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod: 

17314.  And  the  absence  of  fishermen  ? — Yes. 

17315.  And  men  being  out  on  farms? — Yes. 

The  Commission  adjourned,  to  meet  at  Sumraerside  on  Wednesday,  August  24rth. 
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SUMMERSIDE,  August  24th,  1892. 

The  Royal  Commission  on  the  Liquor  Traffic  met  here  this  day  at  10  a.m.,  Jddgr 
McDonald,  presiding. 

Present  : 

Mr.  E.  F.  Clarke.  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod.  Mr.  G.  A.  Gigault. 


Judge  McDON  ALD  in  opening  the  proceedings,  said  :  I  desire  to  state  that  the 
Chairman  of  the  Commission,  Sir  Joseph  Hickson,  is  not  present.  I  may  further  inti- 
mate, as  I  have  stated  at  the  different  places  which  we  have  visited,  that  the  Coramis' 
sion  is  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  drunkenness  is  an  evil,  and  we  do  not  think  it 
necessary  to  take  evidence  in  regard  to  it,  as  the  point  is  conceded  on  all  hands.  But 
we  wish  to  obtain  evidence  dealing  with  the  different  practical  points  covered  by 
the  Commission.  The  Commissioners  will  sit  here  one  day ;  but  at  the  same  time  it  may 
be  mentioned  that  they  have  already  taken  evidence  during  three  days  in  Charlottetown, 
the  testimony  covering  not  only  that  city,  but  other  places  on  the  Island. 


RICHARD  HUNT,  of  Summerside,  on  being  duly  sworn,  d^)Qsed  as  follows : 
By  Judge  McDonald : 

17316.  How  long  have  you  resided  here  ? — I  am  a  native  of  the  place. 

17317.  Do  you  occupy  the  position  of  Mayor  ? — I  am  not  Mayor,  but  Chairman  of 
the  Council.     I  have  held  that  position  5  years,  in  October. 

17318.  What  is  the  population  of  Summerside  ?— A  little  less  than  3,000,  2,9001 
think,  by  the  last  census. 

17319.  What  is  the  mode  of  civic  government  here?— rThe  town  is  governed  by  a 
Council  of  six  members  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Council.  ' 

17320.  Will  you  state  whether  the  vote  is  taken  for  the  whole  town  or  by  wards! 
— For  the  whole  town. 

17321.  How  are  the  members  elected  ? — By  the  vot«s  of  the  people, taken  in  February 
of  each  year. 

17322.  Have  they  charge  of  the  expenditure  of  the  town  for  civic  purposes  ?— Yes, 
altogether. 

17323.  The  expenditure  is  decided  by  them  ? — Yes. 

17324.  It  is  not  decided  by  a  town's  meeting  of  the  ratepayers  1 — No.  Everything 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  Council,  composed,  as  I  have  said,  of  one  executive  officer  and  six 
councillors. 

17325.  Has  the  Mayor  more  than  a  casting  vote  ? — Only  a  casting  vote. 

17326.  How  are  the  policemen  appointed  ? — They  are  appointed  by  the  Council. 

17327.  Have  you  a  Stipendiary  Magistrate? — Yes,  appointed  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment. 

1 7328.  Is  the  salary  paid  by  the  town  or  by  the  people  1 — Tho  town  pays  the  salary. 

17329.  How  large  is  the  police  force? — There  are  two  regular  men  on  duty,  and  we 
get  additional  men  if  the  occasion  requires,  special  constables^ 

Richard  Hunt. 
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17330.  What  law  is  in  force  with  regard  to  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors? — The 
Scott  Act  is  supposed  to  be  in  force. 

17331.  How  long  is  it  since  it  went  into  operation? — It  has  been  in  force  regularly 
since  1881. 

17332.  It  has  been  voted  on  more  than  once,  I  suppose? — Yes,  and  on  each  occasion 
it  has  been  sustained. 

1 7333.  Do  you  remember  whether  it  was  carried  by  a  large  majority  ? — The  town 
does  not  vote  separately ;  the  county  votes  as  a  whole. 

17334.  How  was  the  vote  in  the  town? — I  do  not  recollect.  I  took  very  little 
interest  in  town  afiairs.  ' 

17335.  Do  you  find  that  a  force  of  two  policemen  is  sufficient  to  maintain  order  and 
keep  the  peace  here  ? — Quite  sufficient. 

17336.  And  this  is  a  seaport  town? — Yes. 

17337.  Is  there  much  of  a  seafaring  population? — Not  much  ;  there  formerly  was. 

17338.  Then  there  is  not  so  much  as  there  formerly  was? — No.  Ship-building  has 
^otie  out  largely,  and  with  that  the  sailors  have  gone  away. 

1 7339.  Do  you  remember  the  town  under  the  old  license  law  of  the  province  ? — Yes. 

17340.  Were  licenses  granted  here  under  it? — Licenses  were  granted  by  the  Pro- 
vincial Government.     I  do  not  remember  how  they  were  granted. 

17341.  But  licenses  were  granted? — Yes. 

17342.  Were  there  many  licenses  here  in  Summerside? — Yes,  quite  a  number. 

17343.  In  those  days  ship-building  was  going  on?  —Yes. 

17344.  That  industry,  we  understand,  has  declined? — Yes,  and  gone  out  altogether. 
There  are  no  vessels  building  here  now. 

17345.  Are  there  manufactures  going  on?— None  to  speak  of. 

1 7346.  What  is  the  principal  business  of  the  place  ? — General  stores  and  the  business 
of  an  ordinary  country  town. 

17347.  This  is  a  port  of  entry,  I  believe? — Yes. 

17348.  With  a  Collector  of  Customs  ?— Yes. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

17349.  You  say  the  Scott  Act  is  the  law  here? — It  is. 

17350.  Is  it  enforced  by  the  police  ? — Yes. 

17351.  Are  there  any  officers  of  the  force  specially  detailed  to -see  after  infractions 
•of  the  law,  and  prosecute  offenders  ? — 'We  have  two  officers,  and  one  is  charged  especially 
with  prosecutions  in  connection  with  the  Scott  Act. 

17352-53.  Have  the  efforts  of  the  authorities  been  successful  in  suppressing  the  sale 
of  liquor  here  ? — There  is  liquor  sold  here. 

17354.  Is  it  sold  openly,  in  violation  of  the  law  ? — I  may  say  that  it  is. 

17355.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  fact  that  people  flagrantly  violate  the  law. 
Is  it  owing  to  the  apathy  of  the  people  as  a  whole,  and  do  the  police  do  their  duty  to 
the  best  of  their  ability  ? — They  appear  to  do  so. 

17356.  Then  there  is  no  fault  to  find  with  the  manner  in  which  they  discharge 
their  duty  ? — When  I  say  there  is  sale  openly,  I  mean  the  sellers  are  under  some  re- 
straint. I  do  not  suppose  they  will  sell  to  a  man  who  is  likely  to  go  and  give  evidence 
against  them. 

17357.  Is  there  any  difficulty  in  obtaining  liquor? — I  could  scarcely  say  there  ifi 
-or  there  is  not. 

17358.  There  is  more  restraint  now  than  under  a  license  law  ?  -Yes,  than  when 
there  were  open  bars. 

17359.  Do  you  attribute  that  to  the  existence  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — There  Ls  cer- 
tainly less  liquor  sold  now  than  was  sold  formerly.  You  rarely  see  a  drunken  man  on 
the  streets. 

17360.  Do  you  attribute  that  to  the  existence  of  the  Scott  Act? — I  suppose  the 
Scott  Act  is  entitled  to  some  credit,  but  the  social  conditions  have  greatly  changed  dur- 
ing the  last  20  or  25  years. 

17361.  So  the  changed  condition  of  the  town  and  the  change  in  the  social  habits 
of  the  people  unitedly,  have  had  to  do  with  the  decrease  in  drunkenness  ? — I  think  so. 
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iiiger  coming  here  have  any  difficulty  in  procuring  liquor  ^-I 

fficulty  would  be  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Scott  Act  is  the 
>le  in  the  business  (I  am  not  in  their  confidence)  would  be 

themselves  open  to  a  fine. 

>laces  where  liquor  is  sold  are  known  to  the  police  ? — They  know 
perhaps  more,  but  at  all  events  half  a  dozen.  Other  places  no 
int  to  very  little ;  but  the  places  here — I  do  not  want  to  name 
^^here  the  principal  business  is  done.     I  suppose  those  two  sell 

all  the  rest  do  put  together.  That  is,  independent  of  the 
jalized  vendor  appointed   by  the  Government  under  the  Scott 

ilized  vendor  sell  much  liquor  ? — I  could  not  say. 

:now  1 — I  do  not  know,  but  I  should  suppose  he  does  sell  a  good 

aces  of  which  you  have  spoken,  where  a  considerable  quantity 
t,  I  suppose  1  Has  not  a  special  effort  been  made  to  root  them 
ested  and  fined  occasionally. 

Has  every  one  been  fined  this  year  ? — I  have  no  memorandum 
ow  the  number  of  times  they  have  been  fined. 
id  frequently  for  violations  of  the  law  ? — Yes,  they  are  I  con- 
e  fined  frequently, 

times  in  a  year  ? — I  should  think  five  or  six  times. 
Bd  for  each  conviction  ?     Do  they  plead   guilty  and  are  fined 
}rate  1 — Sometimes  they  contest  the  case,  and  sometimes  they 
ion. 
ioes  the  fine  imposed  amount  to  generally  1 — Fifty  dollars  gen- 

50  fine  be  for  the  first  offence  ? — Yes. 

0  for  what  ? — For  the  second  offence. 

jmpt  been  made  during  the  past  year  to  bring  them  up?— I 
:  year. 

1  account  for  it.  I  do  not  know  the  places.  Last  year  there 
ed. 

>y  whom? — By   the  Town   Council.       This   year  there  is  no 

be  name  of  the  Inspector  appointed  by  the  Town  Council  ?— 
pec  tor  appointed  by  the  Temperance  Alliance,  and  he  acted 

)inted  by  the  Council. before  last  year? — Yes. 

ig  for  a  number  of  years  under  instructions,  and  endeavouring 

ns  to  enforce  the  Act  1 — I  think  so. 

office  this  year  ? — He  is  on  as  a  }  oliceman  this  year. 

the  advantage  of  his  services  ? — The  Council  thought  he  did 

t  prosecutor,  and  they  told  him  that  if  he  chose  to  serve  as  a 

0  perfonn  his  duties  as  Scott  Act  prosecutor,  they  would  retain 
tained  his  services.  The  other  policeman  is  instructed  to  assist 
lis  duties  under  the  Act. 

ibers  of  the  force  are  instructed  to  regularly  prosecute  offenders 

1  could  not  say  as  to  that.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  division  in 
ihe  Scott  Act  should  be  carried  out. 

r  view  as  to  how  it  should  be  carried  out  ? — My  personal  view 
carried  out  in  its  integrity,  as  was  the  intention  of  the  Act. 
moral  effect  in  the  community  of  having  offenders  violating 
ng  only  treated  as  first  offenders,  so  far  as  the  penalties  of  the 
? — Judging  from  the  good  order  of  the  town,  I  should  suppose 
ied  with  it,  or  that  the  majority  of  the  people  are  satisfied. 
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17386.  The  Commission  are  anxious  to  obtain  information  on  all  points  and  sides 
of  the  question  ? — At  elections  the  temperance  people  put  forth  their  full  strength,  and 
there  are  two  sides  to  the  question.  At  the  last  election  I  very  unwillingly  consented 
to  run,  and  I  should  be  very  glad  not  to  be  here.  When  questioned  at  public  meetings^ 
which  were  largely  attended,  I  was  asked  what  I  would  do  in  regard  to  the  Scott  Act, 
and  I  said  that  I  would  do  practically  what  was  done  last  year.  That  was  at  the  time 
of  my  re-election. 

17387.  What  did  you  mean  by  that  expression? — That  the  town  possessed  a 
Stipendiary  Magistrate,  who  was  a  public  officer  in  sympathy  with  the  Act,  and  two 
policemen,  who  were  also  in  sympathy  with  the  Act,  and  thus  provided  all  the  machinery 
of  the  law.  We  have  an  excellent  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  and  I  do  not  think  we  could 
have  a  better  one.  We  provided  all  the  machinery  necessary,  and  I  said  to  them,  I  will 
collect  the  money  if  I  see  an  open  violation  of  the  Act.  Those  men  shall  be  fined  for 
the  first,  or  subsequent  offences,  and  in  extreme  cases  be  dealt  with  for  third  offences ; 
but  if  our  Council,  having  provided  all  the  proper  machinery,  does  not  see  fit  to  prosecute 
cases,    I  do  not  feel  like  labouring  hard  to  carry  out  the  Act  any  further. 

17388.  Have  the  police  any  instructions  not  to  proceed  against  people  for  third 
offences  ? — I  do  not  think  they  have  any  instructions  not  to  proceed,  but  if  they  are 
going  to  take  action  for  third  offences,  they  would  consult  me  aV  out  it. 

17389.  Have  they  ever  consulted  you? — No. 

17390.  Did  the  Inspector  enjoy  the  confidence  of  the  townspeople  ? — I  think  he  did. 

17391.  Does  he  enjoy  that  confidence  still  ? — Yes.  I  think  he  has  been  subpoenaed. 
I  think  he  is  a  member  of  the  Alliance. 

17392.  Has  he  laid  third  offence  informations? — I  think  not  any  this  year  to  my 
knowledge,  in  fact  I  know  of  none. 

17393.  Have  any  rumsellers  been  driven  out  of  the  business  ? — Only  the  small  ones 
have  gone  out.  There  was  a  larger  number  of  houses  here  some  years  ago  than  there  is 
now.     They  would  l>e  afraid  to  have  to  pay  their  fines. 

17394.  Do  you  think  these  houses  are  selling  rum  largely? — Yes,  and  others  to  a 
small  extent. 

17395.  You  were  speaking  about  your  election  hist  year  :  were  you  opposed  ? — Yes. 

17396.  Were  you  elected  as  the  candidate  of  the  temperance  people  ?  Did  they 
support  you,  or  were  you  holding  too  strong  an  opinion  on  the  other  side  as  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  Scott  Act  was  enforced? — I  think  a  large  number  of  the  temperance 
people  supported  me. 

17397.  Were  not  the  temperance  people  divided? — Yes,  I  think  so. 

17398.  Did  the  temperance  people  elect  you  on  the  understanding  that  the  Act 
would  be  enforced,  or  partially  so  ? — I  think  the  majority  of  the  people  are  satisfied  with 
the  way  the  Scott  Act  is  administere^l  at  present.  I  am  not  saying  whether  I  am  my- 
self or  not. 

1 7399.  Are  the  majority  of  the  people  aware  of  those  two  places  where  a  large 
quantity  of  liquor  is  regularly  sold  ? — Yes. 

17400.  Are  they  satisfied  with  that  condition  of  things? — Everybody  would  prefer 
to  see  them  shut  up,  but  perhaps  they  are  better  satisfied  than  to  have  the  traffic  carried 
on  to  a  larger  extent,  with  probably  worse  results. 

17401.  You  think  it  better  to  leave  things  as  they  are  than  to  have  them  worse? — Yes. 

17402.  How  many  wards  have  you  ? — Six. 

17403.  The  Councillors  are  elected  by  a  popular  vote  for  the  same  territory  as  your- 
self, I  suppose  ? — Precisely  the  same  qualifications  for  both. 

17404.  Do  the  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Council  sympathize  with  you  in  your 
view  of  the  enforcement  of  the  Act  ? — Five  of  the  Councillors  were  on  my  ticket  and 
were  returned,  and  one  member  of  the  other  ticket 

17405.  Then  your  ticket  was  very  successful,  for  five  out  of  the  six  were  on  your 
ticket  ? — Yes,  if  numbers  mean  success. 

17406.  You  take  it  as  an  indication  of  public  sentiment  that  the  people  were  satis- 
fied with  the  way  in  which  you  enforced  the  law  ? — I  think  so. 

17407.  How  long  is  it  since  one  of  the  sellers  has  been  indicted  for  a  third  offence  ? 
— I  have  no  memorandum. 
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17408.  This  year?— No. 

17409.  Last  year  1—^1  am  not  certain  about  last  year. 

17410.  Do  you  recollect  if  any  were  indicted  last  year  for  the  third  offence?— I  do 
not  recollect ;  J}  think  not. 

17411.  Did  the  elections  take  place  in  February  last  ? — Yes,  in  February  last 

17412.  You  declared  you  would  continue  to  enforce  the  Act  as  it  had  been  enforced 
'  during  the  previous  year,  and  on  that  pledge  you  were  re-electtd  1 — Exactly. 

17413.  Wl.at  are  the  duties  of  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate  ? — He  has  to  try  all  cases 
in  reference  to  any  breaches  of  the  law,  breaches  of  the  peace,  breaches  of  the  Scott  Act, 
or  any  other  criminal  business,  and  his  jurisdiction  in  the  matter  of  debt  extends  up  to 
$100. 

17414.  Does  he  prepare  informations  for  the  constables,  or  do  they  prepare  infor- 
mations themselves,  or  have  they  the  Town  Solicitor  to  assist  them  ? — We  have  a  To^ 
Clerk  who  prepares  the  papers.  I  might  also  say  that  if  any  reputable  citizen  goes  to 
his  office  to  lay  a  complaint  against  any  one  for  violating  the  Scott  Act,  his  instructions 
are  to  issue  the  papers  whether  the  costs  are  paid  or  not. 

.17415.  Facilities  are  given  to  any  person,  in  addition  to  the  officer  whose  duty  it  is 
to  perform  this  work,  to  prosecute  offenders  against  the  Scott  Act  1 — Certainly. 

17416.  The  public  generally  are  aware  of  the  fact,  I  suppose,  that  citizens  can  go 
to  the  Town  Clerk  and  have  informations  pre^red  ? — They  know  it. 

17417.  And  all  the  requisite  machinery  is  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  people  who 
prosecute  1 — Quite  so. 

17418.  With  regard  to  the  fines  :  what  is  done  with  them  ? — They  go  into  the  general 
revenue  of  the  town. 

17419.  They  are  not  devoted  entirely  to  the  prosecution  of  offenders  against  the 
Acjb  ? — No.  We  keep  no  separate  account  for  that,  but  we  feel  that  the  Scott  Act  is 
responsible  for  the  extra  police  force  necessar}',  and  other  expenditures  in  connection 
with  it. 

17420.  What  was  the  total  amount  received  in  one  year  from  fines  for  infractions  of 
the  Canada  Temperance  Acti — For  the  year  ending  31st  January  last  they  amounted  to 
$600. 

17421.  That  amount  would  represent  twelve  first  offence  convictions? — I  think  I 
may  explain  that  last  year  we  changed  our  financial  year  so  as  to  close  on  31st  December, 
instead  of  31st  August,  and  consequently  in  this  year  there  will  be  only  eight  months'  fines. 

17422.  How  many  fines  have  been  imposed  and  collected  so  far  during  the  present 
year? — I  <^annot  say  at  the  moment. 

17423.  I  suppose  the  Town  Clerk  will  be  able  to  furnish  the  Commission  with  that 
information  ? — Yes.  I  have  a  memorandum  however.  While  I  am  on  that  subject  I 
may  tell  the  Commission  the  amount  of  crime,  and  the  expense  in  connection  with  it. 
For  the  year  previous,  the  fines  amounted  to  $1,038.49.  But  that  year  may  be  said  to 
have  extended  over  a  period  of  1 6  months.  What  I  specially  desire  to  refer  to  is  the 
return  of  the  convictions  for  1890.  For  1891  you  will  find  the  arrests  for  drunkenness 
were  51,  while  for  the  previous  years  they  averaged  about  30.  For  1887,  30 ;  1888,  46; 
1889,  45  ;  1890,  24.  The  year  1891  was  that  in  which  it  may  be  said  there  were  16 
months,  and  that  will  explain  the  large  number.  So  far  this  year  there  have  been  12 
arrests  for  drunkenness.  This,  I  may  say,  is  a  memorandum  I  obtained  from  the  Town 
Clerk. 

17424.  This,  undoubtedly,  is  a  very  low  average  considering  the  population  of  Sum- 
merside  is  about  3,000  ? — It  is  a  very  orderly  town,  and  I  do  not  know  a  more  orderly 
town  anywhere  for  its  size. 

17425.  Speaking  of  the  revenue  :  do  you  think  $800  is  required  for  the  employment 
of  an  officer  to  discharge  the  duties  of  Inspector  ?  If  you  had  not  the  work  of  enforcing 
the  Scott  Act  on  hand,  would  you  be  able  to  dispense  with  the  services  of  one  of  tlie 
constables? — Yes,  if  there  was  no  rum  sold.  I  think  we  require  an  extra  constable  in 
consequence  of  the  prosecutions  under  the  Scott  Act. 

17426.  So  you  think  you  are  complying  with  the  Order  in  Council  by  taking  the 
fines  imposed  on  rumsellers  and  putting  them  into  the  general  treasury  for  paying  the 
services  of  the  town  policemen  ?-— That  is  the  course  we  adopt. 

Richard  Hunt. 
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17427.  Has  the  force  been  increased  since  the  Scott  Act  became  the  law,  or  has  it 
been  decreased  ? — When  I  came  into  charge  of  the  town  there  was  but  one  policeman, 
and  I  thought  another  policeman  was  necessary. 

17428.  The  other  officer's  duties  are  mainly  to  preserve  order  and  enforce  the  law? 
— They  work  together  in  all  matters. 

17429.  Do  you  recollect  how  many  policemen  there  were  before  the  Scott  Act 
period  ? — I  do  not. 

17430.  Were  there  more  than  two  1 — I  think  not. 

17431.  Were  the  services  of  one  of  the  officers  dispensed  with  in  view  of  the  better 
condition  of  affairs  caused  by  the  enforcement  of  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  ? — I  think 
not. 

17432.  Has  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act  been  productive  of  good  in  lessening 
the  number  of  drinking  places  ?  Have  you  noticed  the  extent  of  drunkenness  before 
the  Scott  Act  and  since  ?— I  have  a  memorandum  hei-e  on  the  subject.  The  Scott  Act 
came  into  force  in  1881,  and  I  may  say  this  statement  goes  five  years  back  of  that 
period.     [Appendix  No.  27.] 

17433.  Can  you  make  any  explanation  as  to  the  fluctuation  in  the  number  of  con- 
victions for  drunkenness  in  any  of  those  years  ? — I  cannot.  Something  may  depend  on 
the  degree  of  the  enforcement  of  the  law.  Now  I  do  not  think  any  drunken  man 
^escapes.  If  he  is  drunk  on  the  streets  he  is  arrested.  Personally  the  policemen  are 
good  officers,  and,  of  course,  a  good  deal  depends  on  the  police. 

17434.  Was  the  law  really  enforced  prior  to  the  Scott  Act ;  were  people  who  were 
drunk  on  the  streets  arrested  then  ? — I  cannot  say.  I  took  very  little  interest  in  town 
AffiEkirs  until  I  got  full  charge  of  them. 

17435.  Do  you  think  the  law  against  drunkenness  is  more  rigidly  carried  out  now 
than  it  was  formerly  ? — 1  do  not  want  to  express  an  opinion  as  to  what  was  done  f orm- 
■erly.     Now  the  law  is  well  carried  out. 

17436.  Has  the  changed  condition  of  affairs  in  the  town  had  anything  to  do  with 
the  reduction,  if  any,  of  the  convictions  for  drunkenness?  I  understood  you  to  say  there 
was  ship-building  carried  on  here  formerly,  and  sailors  in  the  port  ? — Certainly,  when 
there  were  ships  building  and  a  large  addition  to  our  population,  sailors  and  men  of 
that  class,  there  would  naturally  be  more  drunkenness. 

17437.  Do  you  attribute  the  decrease  in  drunkenness,  in  any  manner,  to  the 
changed  condition  of  things — less  shipping,  and  less  ship-building,  &c.  1 — I  think  the 
Soott  Act  has  restricted  the  consumption  of  liquor. 

17438.  Would  you  favour  a  general  prohibitory  law  ? — As  an  elector  I  would  vote  for 
it ;  but  T  question  whether  it  would  be  more  successfully  carried  out  than  the  Scott  Act  is. 

17439.  The  importation  and  manufacture  under  a  prohibitory  law  would  be  pro- 
hibited ? — I  am  aware  of  that. 

17440.  Of  course,  liquor  would  be  admitted  for  mechanical,  medicinal  and  sacra- 
mental purposes  1 — I  think  that  I  would  make  the  law  so  severe  as  to  exclude  everything. 
It  would  be  easier  and  more  certain  if  liquor  were  excluded  for  all  purposes. 

17441.  Do  you  think  public  opinion  is  ripe  for  the  passage  of  such  an  Act? — 
There  are  a  great  many  who  feel  that  they  would  vote  for  it  and  let  the  law  take  its 
chance  afterwards.  " 

17442.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  present  method  of  enforcing  the  Scott  Act? — 
I  did  not  say  I  was  satisfied  with  it  at  present. 

17443.  You  are  not  satisfied  ?  I  understood  you  to  say  that  the  election  last  year 
was  upon  the  platform  of  the  enforcement  of  the  law  for  the  coming  year  being  identical 
with  its  enforcement  last  year  ? — I  am  satisfied  with  the  statement  on  that  basis,  but 
personally  I  do  not  express  an  opinion  with  regard  to  the  working  of  it.  I  think  all 
laws  should  be  carried  out  rigidly. 

17444.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  operation  of  the  law  in  other  parts  of  the 
Island  ? — I  have  a  pretty  general  knowledge  of  the  country. 

1 7445.  How  is  the  Act  enforced  throughout  the  Island  ?—  I  think  it  is  enforced, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  small  towns. 

17446.  What  towns  are  the  exceptions  to  this  general  rule? — You  refer  to  this 
county  specially,  I  suppose  ? 
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17447.  To  this  and  other  counties.  You  spoke  of  certain  towns.  I  think  ia 
Albertx>n,  Tignish  and  some  such  places,  there  is  a  good  deal  of  rum  sold.  I  do 
not  remember  any  other  places  in  this  county.  In  Alberton  just  now  I  think  they 
have  the  trade  pretty  well  suppressed,  but  still  liquor  is  sold  th<  re. 
'  17448.  How  about  Tignish? — That  is  a  smaller  place,  and  there  is  not  so  much 
of  it  used  there. 

17449.  What  is  the  population  of  Alberton  ? — It  is  not  an  incorporated  town,  but 
village  with  800  or  1,000  people. 

17450.  Is  the  law  very  well  enforced  now  ? — I  have  not  been  there  for  six  or  eight 
months,  but  I  understand  that  lately  it  has  been  better  enforced  than  before.  Some  of 
the  men  doing  the  largest  amount  have  gone  out  of  the  business,  and  it  is  now  in  the^ 
hands  of  other  dealers. 

17451.  Has  this  occurred  during  the  last  ^ix  months  ? — It  has  occurred  within  the 
last  year. 

17452.  Wht  was  the  position  before  that? — Before  that  I  think  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  liquor  sold  there.  I  have  been  there  on  days  when  there  were  special 
gatherings,  and  I  saw  more  drunkenness  there  than  in  8ummerside. 

17453.  Is  it  your  experience  that  in  the  country  districts  the  Scott  Act  is  better 
enforced  than  it  is  in  the  towns  and  cities? — I  think  so.  We  had,  previous  to  the 
adoption  of  the  Scott  Act,  a  license  law  here,  which  worked  very  well.  It  shut  up 
nearly  all  the  country  taverns  and  wayside  inns. 

17454.  Had  the  construction  of  the  railway  anything  to  do  with  the  changed 
condition  of  things  in  regard  to  wayside  inns  ? — Yes.  Naturally  the  people  travel  bv 
railway,  and  there  is  no  business  for  wayside  inns  now  to  do. 

17455.  Had  that  any  effect  in  reducing  the  sale  of  liquor  in  the  country  inns  ? — Yes. 
In  regard  to  the  law  passed  by  the  Local  Legislature,  the  people  themselves  voted  on  the 
question  as  to  whether  they  would  have  it  apply  to  their  respective  school  districts. 

17456.  Did  they  favour  local  option  ? — I  think  it  worked  well. 

17457.  Do  you  think  it  worked  better  than  the  Scott  Act?— Yes.  They  decided 
as  to  this,  and  worked  it  or  enforced  it  themselves. 

17458.  You  say  you  think  it  worked  better  than  the  Scott  Act? — As  regards  the 
country  districts  I  will  not  say  that,  because  the  Scott  Act  has  been  successful  in  the 
country  districts. 

17459.  Was  it  successful  in  Alberton  an^  Tignish  ? — No,  not  there. 

17460.  Is  there  greater  difficulty  in  enforcing  the  law  in  towns  and  villages  than 
in  the  country  districts  ? — Yes,  naturally  so.  Where  people  congregate  there  will  be,  of 
course,  more  difficulty. 

17461.  We  understand  that  the  Provincial  Grovemment  appointed  Inspectors  for 
several  counties  to  enforce  the  Scott  Act.  Was  an  Inspector  appointed  for  this  county 
in  which  Summerside,  which  is  evidently  a  growing,  town,  is  situated  ? — Yes, 

17462.  Does  the  Inspector  visit  the  town  frequently  and  discharge  also  his  duties 
as  County  Inspector  ? — He  lives  here. 

17463.  Has  he  concurrent  jurisdiction  in  enforcing  the  Scott  Act  here  with  jour 
police  ? — Quite  so.  He  can  go  and  lay  an  information  before  our  two  Justices  the  same 
as  any  one  else. 

17464.  Has  he  information  as  to  the  six  places  you  have  mentioned? — I  suppose  sa 

17465.  Does  he  know  of  them  as  notorious  places,  where  a  great  quantity  of  liquor 
is  sold  ? — Yes,  he  must  know  of  them. 

17466.  Is  he  at  liberty  to  lay  information  for  third  offences? — I  have  no  control 
over  him. 

17467.  But  he  has  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  your  police  in  enforcing  the  law 
here,  as  well  as  throughout  the  county  ? — Quite  so. 

17468.  And  the  condition  of  things  which  exists  here  prevails  notwithstanding  the 
efforts  of  the  County  Inspector  and  your  police  ? — Yes. 

Bi/  Mr.  Gigmdt  : 

17469.  Can  you  tell  the  Commission  how  many  places  were  licensed  to  sell  liquor 
under  the  License  Act  ? — I  cannot.     I  have  no  memorandum. 

Richard  Hunt. 
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17470.  Who  can  give  the  Commission  that  information? — I  think  the  Town  Clerk 
probably ;  he  would  be  likely  to  have  it. 

17471.  Have  the  citizens  of  this  town  done  anything  to  enforce  the  Scott  Act?-— I 
think  so. 

17472.  What  have  they  done? — They  have  held  meetings,  and  they  have  temper- 
ance societies.     I  do  not  know  what  the  result  has  been. 

17473.  Have  they  formed  any  association  for  the  enforcement  of  the  Act? — I  do- 
not  know  what  the  work  of  their  society  is,  but  it  is  composed  of  prominent  temperance 
men. 

17474.  Is  there  any  branch  of  the  Temperance  Alliance  here? — Yes,  there  is  a 
branch  here. 

17475.  Has  it  done  anything  to  enforce  the  Scott  Act? — I  thiilk  it  has  probably 
helped  to  stimulate  the  temperance  sentiment  among  the  people,  but  I  do  not  think  it 
has  done  anything  more  than  that. 

17476.  Has  the  society  done  anything  to  punish  open  violators  of  the  law? — I 
*  think  not. 

17477.  Who  can  give  the  Commission  the  number  of  convictions  for  violation  of 
the  Scott  Act  ? — I  have  it  myself,  but  if  you  summon  the  Town  Clerk  he  will  bring  the 
books  here.  I  may  say  that  I  have  the  convictions  since  1880.  There  were  convic- 
tions for  violation  of  the  law,  as  follows :  1 880.  5  convictions  for  violation  of  the 
license  law ;  1881,  6  for  violation  of  the  Scott  Act;  1882,  20 ;  1883,  7  ;  1884,  17  ;  1885, 
19  ;  1886,  12  ;  1887,  14  ;  1888,  12  ;  1889,  17  ;  1890,  25  ;  1891,  17,  and  this  year  so  far 
there  have  been  9. 

17478.  At  the  contested  election  last  year,  when  you  were  again  elected  Chairman 
of  the  Council,  what  was  the  policy  of  your  opponent  as  to  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott 
Act  ? — He  advocated  a  more  rigid  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act. 

17479.  What  was  your  majority  over  your  opponent? — T  do  not  remember  the 
number,  but  it  was  between  30  and  40. 

^7480.  Do  you  know  how  many  votes  were  polled  ? — Between  550  and  560,  I  think. 

17481.  Do  as  many  persons  visit  Summerside  now  as  did  so  under  the  License  Act  ? 
— I  think  so. 

17482.  And  you  think  the  Scott  Act  has  done  good  in  the  rural  districts  of  the' 
Island  ? — I  think  so. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod  : 

17483.  Do  you  believe  the  Scott  Act  has  done  any  gocKl  in  Summerside  as  well  as 
in  the  rural  districts? — There  is  less  drunkenness  here  than  formerly.  Whether  you 
should  attribute  it  to  the  Scott  Act  or  not,  I  do  not  know. 

17484.  Has  the  population  in  Summerside  increased  since  1878? — In  1881  the 
census  was  taken  and  also  in  1891,  and  I  think  nothing  before  that. 

17485.  The  census  shows  a  very  slight  increase  between  1881  and  1891  ? — Yes. 

17486.  Do  you  know  whether  there  was  an  increase  between  1871  and  1881  ? — I 
have  not  any  memoranda.  We  had  no  Dominion  census  in  1871.  We  did  not  go^ 
into  Confederation  until  1873. 

17487.  You  do  not  kn^w  from  general  knowledge  whether  there  was  in  those  ten 
years  an  increase  of  population  ? — I  could  not  give  an  opinion. 

17488.  I  think  you  said  that  the  Scott  Act  came  into  operation  in  1881.  My^ 
recollection  was  that  it  was  voted  on  in  1878  and  came  into  operation  in  1879? — You 
may  be  right :  I  only  speak  from  memory.     I  said  I  thought  it  was  1881. 

17489.  My  recollection  is  that  it  was  voted  on  in  1878  and  came  into  operation  in 
1879.  I  did  not  know  when  you  spoke  of  1881,  but  that  you  might  have  dropped  out 
the  years  1879  and  1880,  because  for  the  first  year  or  two  there  were  large  issues  raised 
as  to  the  constitutionality  of  the  Act  ? — I  had  no  reason  for  that.  I  asked  the  Town 
Clerk  :  he  gave  me  a  memorandum  of  the  time  the  Scott  Act  commenced,  and  I  supposed 
that  was  the  time.  Probably  that  was  the  time  when  it  went  into  operation  first.  Or 
was  it  not  worked  in  a  difierent  way  with  Commissioners  ? 

17490.  No.  The  Commissioners  came  in  under  the  McCarthy  Act.  You  remember 
the  old  license  days ;  and  you  have  said  there  >#i;S  a  great  deal  more  drinking  then  than 
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y  there  lias  been  under  the  Scott  Act.     I  think  you  said  you  did  not  remember  how  many 

\  I     licenses  were  issued  at  that  time  ? — No,  I  have  no  knowledge. 

f,  V  17491.  Do  you  remember  whether,  when  licenses  were  issued,  there  was  any  illicit 

^  Bale? — No,  I  do  not  remember. 

^        '  17492.  Was  there  an  earnest  and  persistent  attempt  to  enforce  the  provisions  of 

the  license  law,  to  enforce  the  penalties  against  licensees  for  violating  the  provisions  of 
the  license  law,  such  as  selling  during  prohibited  hours  1 — I  have  no  knowledge. 
V  17493.  Were  you  not  an  official  at  that  time  ? — No.     I  took  very  little  interest  in 

'  town  affairs  until  latterly. 

,  17494.  Do  you  think  on  a  day  like  this,  when  there  are  a  large  number  of  people 

in  town  and  there  are  races  and  the  like,  there  is  likely  to  be  more  drinking  than  on 

:    /  ordinary  days? — I  think  so.     Where  there  are  a  large  number  of  people,  the  men  who 

want  drink  are  determined  to  get  it ;  but  there  is  very  little  drunkenness  here  during 

these  gatherings. 

1 7495.  Is  it  because  there  is  likely  to  be  more  drunkenness  on  a  day  like  this  that  there 
is  an  increased  police  force? — That  is  one  reason.  Orders  are  given  to  preserve  the 
peace  generally,  and  to  arrest  people  for  drunkenness  or  any  other  violation  of  the 
law. 

17496.  Comparing  the  condition  of  the  town  under  tlJe  old  license  law  with  the 
condition  of  the  town  during  the  last  ten  years  under  the  Scott  Act,  do  you  notice  any 

'  marked  improvement  in  the  social  condition  of  the  community  ? — I  think  there  is  very 

*  little  difference  in  that  way.  * 

17497.  There  is,  however,  very  much  less  drinking,  and  part  of  that  improYen}ent 
is  to  be  credited  to  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  think  so. 

17498.  And  in  that  respect  the  Scott  Act  has  done  good,  according  to  your  view. 
Are  there  any  special  instructions  given  to  the  police  with  respect  to  the  enforcement 
'of  the  Act — any  specific  instructions  ? — They  have  instructions  in  this  way,  if  they  find 
a  greater  amount  of  drunkenness  among  the  people,  they  have  instructions  to  punish  it 
«t  once. 

17499.  Do  you  know  whether  there  is  this  rule  with  the  police,  that  if  they  tind  a 
man  drunk  but  heading  home  he  is  allowed  to  go,  or  do  they  always  pull  him  in?— They 
have  no  special  instructions  in  regard  to  that.  If  a  man  is  going  home  quietly,  they 
will  not  interfere  with  him. 

17500.  About  third  offences,  of  which  you  have  spoken  :  is  it  understood  that  there 
shall  be  no  complaints  laid  for  third  offences  without  consulting  you  ? — No. 

17501.  You  have  said  you  believe  the  law  is  fairly  well  enforced.  Do  you  think  it  k 
passible  to  better  enforce  the  law  by  more  vigorous  efforts  being  put  forward  by  or  on 
the  part  of  the  officials  ? — I  think  it  could  be  enforced  in  such  a  way  that  it  would  he 
next  to  impossible  for  the  men  in  the  business  to  continue. 

17502.  Then  would  it  not  be  possible  to  enforce  the  law  against  the  others  .*— Yes, 
if  you  begin  again,  I  suppose. 

17503.  Since  the  enforcement  of  the  law  has  driven  certain  people  out  of  the  busi- 
ness and  diminished  the  number  of  those  who  were  engaged  in  the  illicit  trade,  would  a 
similar  persistent  effort  drive  the  others  out  of  the  business  ? — As  I  have  just  stated,  I 
suppose  it  would  be  possible  to  do  it. 

17504.  Is  it  desirable  to  do  it  ? — T  do  not  think  the  community  would  suffer  if  those 
people  were  called  up. 

1 7505.  Do  you  think  the  community  would  sanction  such  an  effort  ? — I  think  they 
would  l^e  indifferent  about  it. 

1 7506.  Do  you  believe  the  community  is  anxious  to  hav:-»  the  law  enforced  up  to  a 
certain  point  ? — If  you  take  the  decision  of  the  people  .it  the  last  election,  I  should  say 
they  are  satisfied  with  the  condition  of  affairs  we  have  now. 

17507.  Was  no  other  question  involved  at  the  election  except  the  Scott  Act?— 
No.  That  was  the  main  issue.  There  was  no  other  leading  question  submitted  to  the 
people. 

17508.  Was  it  the  pure  and  simple  question  as  to  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott 
Act  ? — That  was  the  only  subject  on  which  there  was  any  question. 

Richard  Hunt. 
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17509.  You  think  the  decision  of  the  election  was  in  fact  this  :  we  want  the  law 
enforced  up  to  a  certain  point,  but  not  enforced  beyond  that  ? — I  do  not  think  that  we 
voted  for  it  just  in  that  way.  That  is,  however,  a  reasonable  inference  to  draw  from 
the  vote. 

17510.  What  was  the  platform  of  the  opposition  party  1 — A  more  rigorous  enforce-^ 
ment  of  the  Scott  Act,  particularly  in  regai*d  to  third  offences. 

17511.  Everybody  wanted  to  enforce  it,  but  the  other  party  at  the  same  time 
desired  a  little  more  rigid  enforcement  of  it  ? — Yes.  I  think  in  one  county  it  threw  the 
places  open. 

17512.  Your  party  was  satisfied  with  moderate  enforcement! — I  do  not  know 
exactly  what  you  mean  by  that ;  but  after  the  question  had  been  before  the  people,  they 
voted  on  it. 

17513.  What  is  the  duty  of  the  Inspector  in  this  matter  of  violations  of  the  law  : 
is  he  supposed  to  lay  complaints  1 — He  is  supposed  to  lay  complaints  ;  he  is  not  restrained. 

17514.  Is  he  supposed  to  act  independently  of  the  county  officials? — Yes.  He  i& 
not  restrained  by  the  officials,  but  I  think  the  reverse. 

17515.  Does  he  lay  complaints? — Yes. 

17516.  In  Summerside ?— Yes.     You  speak  of  our  officials? 

17517.  Of  the  County  Inspector. — We  have  nothing  to  do  with  him. 

17518.  Has  he  anything  to  do  with  Summerside  ? — As  a  county  officer  he  has  to 
lay  complaints  in  regard  to  violations  of  the  law,  the  same  as  our  own  men. 

17519.  Has  the  County  Inspector  jurisdiction  within  the  town? — Yes. 

17520.  Does  he  lay  complaints  in  the  town  against  offenders  of  the  law? — He  has 
done  so. 

17521.  Does  he  consider  it  his  duty  to  lay  charges  outside  of  the  town  limits? — I 
know  nothing  about  it. 

17522.  Is  it  probable  that  since  one  of  the  policemen  is  also  specifically  charged 
with  the  enforcement  of  the  law,  the  County  Inspector  may  feel  he  is  not  responsible  ? 
— I  cannot  form  any  opinion  on  what  he  thinks. 

17523.  Judging  from  his  actions? — I  never  spoke  to  the  man  on  the  subject. 

1 7524.  Speaking  of  the  town's  vote  again :  are  you  able  to  form  an  opinion  as  ta 
whether,  if  the  question  of  the  enforcement  of  the  Act  were  the  bare  issue  before  the 
people,  what  the  result  would  be  ? — I  think  any  day  the  vote  would  be  the  same  as  it 
was  the  last  time. 

17525.  Now  leave  your  own  personality  out  of  the  question,  and  answer  the  ques- 
tion broadly  ? — I  do  not  lay  claim  to  any  special  personality  in  the  matter. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

17526.  I  understood  you  to  say  it  would  make  no  difference  ? — I  think  the  elections 
when  run  upon  the  same  principles  as  the  last  election,  would  result  in  the  same  way. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

17527.  I  have  this  in  mind,  and  I  desire  to  put  the  question  without  any  indivi- 
duals being  concerned  :  do  you  believe  the  violation  of  the  law,  as  far  as  regards  the 
rigorous  enforcement  of  the  law,  shows  that  there  is  only  a  partial  enforcement  of  the 
law  ? — I  could  not  give  you  a  clear  opinion  upon  that  point. 

17528.  I  think  you  expressed  yourself  as  ready  to  vote  for  prohibition,  and  let  it 
take  its  chance  afterwards.  Do  you  think  that  total  prohibition  of  the  traffic,  that  is, 
prohibition  of  the  importation  and  manufacture  as  well  as  the  sale,  would  be  desirable,  if  it 
could  be  enforced  ? — I  think,  if  it  could  be  enforced,  it  would  be  desirable. 

17529.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  practical  difficulties  in  the  way  of  enforce- 
ment ? — I  think  there  would  be  the  difficulty  of  getting  the  people  to  fall  in  with  the 
law,  and  I  would  leave  it  for  two  years.  There  are  people  who  vote  for  the  Scott  Act 
who  are  willing  to  let  it  take  its  chance.  The  bulk  of  the  people  and  the  majority  are,, 
however,  in  favour  of  the  Act. 

17530.  As  an  official,  you  do  not  let  it  take  its  chance  ? — I  am  speaking  personally 
as  an  elector.  If  the  people  voted  for  a  prohibitory  law  and  did  not  take  more  interest 
in  such  a  law  than  they  take  in  the  Scott  Act,  I  dp.  not  thi^k  it  would  entirely  keep, 
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,  bu-t  it  would  certainly  have  the  effect  of  lessening  the  quantity  which  would 

.   Do  you  think   a  prohibitory  law  that  would  prohibit  the  importation  and 

be  more  easily  enforced  than  the  Scott  Act  1 — It  would  be  much  more  diffi- 

hile  the  people  in  the  country  have  money,  there  are  always  men  who  will 

lance  of  selling. 

.  You  think  quantities  of  liquor  would  get  in  and  be  sold  ? — I  do  think  sa 

.  Do  you  consider  that  the  law  is  violated  because  there  are  some  infractions 

),  but  I  would  not  call  it  a  success. 

.  Would  you  call  it  a  success  if  enforced  in  any  degree  below  an  absolute 

it  ? — Certainly  I  would. 

[.  For  instance  there  is  a  close  season  for  lobsters  under  the  law  :  Is  not  that 

-Yes. 

I  suppose  people  get  lobsters  in  the  close  season,  which  is  now  1 — Yes. 
.  Does  that  prove  the  inefficiency  of  the  law  ? — By  no  means ;  both  these  laws 
3cessary  and  essential. 
.  And  offenders  are  prosecuted  1 — Yes. 

.  As  you  have  said  in  regard  to  the  Scott  Act,  that  although  it  was  imper- 
rced,  it  has  done  good^  I  suppose  you  believe  if  it  were  still  more  rigorously 
t  would  do  still  more  good  ? — Yes. 

.  As  a  business  man,  have  you  observed  whether  the  drink  trade  has  any 
le  commercial  interests  of  the  community,  injuriously  or  beneficially?—!  do 
svr  it  could  bv?  beneficial. 

.  Or  upon  the  industrial  interests  or  manufacturing  interests  of  the  com- 
We  have  no  manufacturing  interests  that  would  be  benefited  by  it. 
.  Have  you  noticed  that  when  the  drink  trade  flourishes,  it  aifects  business 
nd  the  like  injuriously  or  beneficially  ? — It  affects  them  injuriously — that  is, 
drink,  the  money  for  which  should  go  to  the  support  of  their  families. 

?y  Mr.  Clarke: 

.  Respecting  the  duties  of  the  County  Inspector  ;  does  he  enjoy  the  oonfi- 

be  temperance  people  ? — I  do  not  know,  but  I  think  so.     He  is,  not,  however, 

control. 

.  He  is  no  more  under  your  control  than  your  own  officers  are  under  their 

[  think  he  takes  his  instructions  from  the  county  authorities. 

.  Were  your  officera  told  not  to  take  their  instructions  from  them  1— Yes. 

a  good  deal  of  feeling  after  the  last  election,  and  the  authorities  said  that 

should  not  be  interfered  with. 

.  The  Council  said  that  so  long  as  the  officers  did  their  duty,  they  should  not 
ed  with  ?— Yes. 

.  So  the  County  Inspector  enjoys  the  confidence  of  the  citizens  who  want 
^idly  enforced,  because  I  understand  from  you  that  he  has  jurisdiction  in  the 
jll  as  throughout  the  county  ? — 1  do  not  know  to  what  extent  he  enjoys  ^e 
of  the  people. 

.  Have  you  ever  heard  complaints  made  against  him  ? — No. 
.  Not  by  temperance  people  ? — No. 

.  We  understand  that  he  has  jurisdiction  with  your  officers  in  the  town.  I 
5  is  well  inforaaed  as  to  the  condition  of  affairs  in  the  town,  as  well  as  else- 
[e  ought  to  be. 

.  Is  there  any  reason  why  he  should  not  enforce  the  law  more  rigidly,  if  it 
>rced  ? — Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

.  There  is  no  reason  why  he  should  not  enforce  the  law  more  rigidly  than 
)fficer,  if  it  can  be  enforced  ? — I  know  of  no  reason.  He  can  lay  complainis 
8  any  other  individual,  or  our  own  officer. 

.  In  answer  to  a  question  submitted  to  you  some  time  ago  in  regard  to  arrests 
nness,  did  you  say  that  when  men  were  very  drunk  and  incapable,  they  were 
-I  did  not  wish  to  say  that.  I  meant  to  say  that  the  general  instructions  were  to 
ood  order  in  the  town,  and  if  there  was  much  drinking,  to  arrest  the  parties. 
HARD  Hunt. 
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17554.  Did  you  say  anything  about  bringing  up  people  who  were  simply  drunk? 
-  Yes  ;  but  I  would  go  further,  and  fine  the  parties  who  sold  the  drink. 

17555.  In  cases  of  that  kind,  are  charges  laid  against  those  people  who  are  selling? 
— Frequently  the  police  make  a  special  raid  of  that  kind. 

17556.  When  people  get  drunk  they  are  arrested,  I  suppose,  and  then 
your  officers  bring  up  the  people  who  sold  the  drink.  What  I  want  to  ascertain  is,  if 
the  enforcement  of  the  law  is  contingent  on  the  quantity  of  drunkenness  seen  in  the 
streets  ;  that  is  to  say,  if  the  people  are  not  incompetent  to.  take  care  of  themselves  they 
are  not  arrested,  but  if  they  are  liable  to  create  trouble  they  are  arrested  1 — Our  rule  is 
to  arrest  a  man  under  the  influence  of  liquor,  and  he  is  arrested  as  a  general  drunk. 

17557.  Do  you  proceed  against  those  people  only  when  the  arrests  of  drunken 
people  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  people  are  selling  liquor,  and  selling  liquor  in 
excess  1 — No,  I  do  not  say  that ;  but  if  the  town  were  flooded  with  drunken  people,  the 
whole  traffic  would  have  a  very  short  run.  So  far  as  the  town  authorities  and  police 
are  concerned,  we  would  not  tolerate  drunkenness  in  the  town  to  any  extent. 

17558.  Do  you  get  information  that  enables  you  to  prefer  chkrges  against  those 
people  who  sell  liquor  to  drunken  men? — I  do  not  know,  but  I  have  my  own  opinion  on 
those  cases. 

17559.  Would  public  opinion  sustain  a  more^  rigid  anforcement  of  the  Act  in  this 
town  ? — If  circumstances  arose  such  as  I  have  spoken  of,  it  certainly  would  do  so. 

17560.  Do  you  think  public  opinion  would  justify  such  a  procedure  at  present? — 
I  think  so. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod:  ' 

17561.  Have  you  any  almshouse  here? — No,  we  have  no  poor's  house.  We  have 
very  little  poverty  here-  -that  is,  such  poverty  as  will  fall  on  the  Corporation  to  relieve. 

17562.  In  a  country  like  this,  is  it  not  a  fact  that  there  should  be  very  little 
poverty,  as  people  can  find  employment  ? — We  have  very  little  poverty  here. 

17563.  Is  the  poverty  you  have  attributable  in  any  degree  to  intemperance? — What 
comes  before  our  notice  officially  is  not  so  attributable.    There  has  been  very  little  of  it. 

17564.  Does  the  town  make  much  expenditure  for  the  care  of  paupers? — Very 
little.  I  think  not  $25  in  five  years.  We  have  relieved  special  cases  when  they  have 
been  brought  up,  but  I  think  $25  would  cover  the  whole  outlay.  In  a  country  such  as 
this  there  are  not  very  many  rich,  but  there  need  be  no  poor. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

17565.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  when  people  were  found  drunk,  the  police 
were  instructed  to  arrest  them  and  have  them  fined  ? — Yes. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

17566.  Have  there  been  any  cases  of  convictions  based  upon  information  received 
from  persons  arrested  for  drunkenness  ? — I  think  not.  If  the  police  see  a  man  drunk 
they  endeavour  to  find  out  the  place  where  he  obtained  the  liquor,  and  then  push  the 
case. 

17567.  Do  you  get  information  from  the  drunkards? — I  suppose  the  police  do  get 
information  from  them. 
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SUNDERS,  of  Summersid^,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  :— 
Judge  McDonald : 

What  is  your  business   or  occupation  ? — I  am  licensed  vendor,  for  the  sale 
der  the  Scott  Act,  for  the  County  of  Prince. 
Does  that  include  Summerside? — Yes. 
[s  there  any  other  licensed  vendor  ? — Not  that  I  know  of. 
A^re  you  a  druggist  ? — No,  I  am  not  a  druggist. 

How  long  have  you  held  office  of  vendor  of  liquors  under  the  Scott  Act?— 
years  last  spring. 

By  whom  were  you  appointed  1 — I  was  appointed  here  first,  under  the  Mo- 
by the  License  Commissioners. 

iTou  were  an  Inspector  under  that  Act  ? — I  was  a  vendor  under  that  Act 
The  Scott  Act  was  in  force,  and  the  McCarthy  Act  also  ? — Yes. 
From' whom  did  you  get  your  last  appointment? — From  the  Grovernment  of 
rd  Island. 

Do  you  keep  a  stock  of  liquors  on  hand  1 — I  do. 
Spirits  ? — I  do. 

Fermented  and  unfermented  liquors  1 — Yes. 
Vinous  liquors  ? — Yes. 
Fermented  and  unfermented  1 — Yes. 
Oo  you  import  those  liquors  ? — I  do. 
[)o  you  pay  duty  on  them  here  1 — I  pay  duty  on  the  greater  part  of  them 

\.nd  those  on  which  you  do  not  pay  duty  here,  where  do  they  come  from! 

3  from  New  Brunswick  1 — They  come  from  St.  John  and  Halifax.. 

OO  you  get  any  from  Montreal  ? — A  little,  not  much. 

Do  you  get  any  from  any  other  places  ? — I  get  some  from  Glasgow,  Scotlaad. 

\.nd  any  other  places  ?— Those  are  all  the  places  I  know  of. 

j&n  you  tell  the  Commission  the  amount  of  yout  sale^ ,  on  an  average,  for 

you  have  been  Inspector  ? — I  could  not  tell  the  Commissioners. 

iVhat  were  your  sales  for  the  last  year,  in  round  figures  ? — I  will  say  as 

,  for  I  am  not  going  to  say  anything  but  what  is  accurate. 

5tate  the  sales  in  round  figures  for   1891  ? — I  suppose  about  $8,000  worth. 

^nd  what  is   the  amount  of  sales  up  to  this  time  in  1892  ? — I  have  some 

ad  yet,  that  are  not  sold. 

kVhat  value  have  sold,    in    round   figures? — Probably,  $2,000  or  S3,000 

lid  not  say. 

Jpon  what  authority,  do  you  sell  liquors  ? — I  sell  them  under  doctors'  pres- 

)n  anything  else  ? — That  is  all. 

Jnder  doctors'  prescriptions,  you  sold  $8,000  worth  in  round  figures  in 
ber  think  so. 

■las  there  been  much  sickness  in  this  community  ? — I  could  not  tell  about 
;he  orders — the  prescriptions  come  in,  and  the  liquors  go  out. 
>an  you  tell  the  Commis«^ion  what  value  of  stock  you  have  on  hand  now  ? 
'  have  a  thousand  dollars'  worth.  Liquors  run  up  to  a  lot  of  money.  In  the 
le  fall  of  the  year,  of  course,  I  get  as  much  again — perhaps  three  times  as 
in  the  spring  of  the  year. 

s  there  more  sickness  in  the  country  in  the  winter  ? — No,  but  I  have  to 
ient  stock  to  carry  me  to  the  May  following. 

5o  that,  in  case  of  great  sickness  in  the  community,  you  will  be  well  pre- 
suppose the  prescription  does  not  indicate  what  the  disease  is,  under  which 
labouring? — I  do  not  know  anything  about  that. 
Lre  your  sales  confined  to  Prince  County  1 — Pretty  much  »o. 
Saunders. 
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17602.  Do  you  sell  much  in  Summerside  ? — No,  not  a  great  deal. 

17603.  Most  in  the  rural  districts? — Yes,  out  in  the  country,  in  the  villages. 

17604.  Can  you  tell  the  Commission  whether  the  bulk  of  your  sales  consists  of  spirits 
or  ales  ? — I  think  spirits.     There  is  some  ale  too. 

17605.  I  suppose  occasionally  some  wine? — There  is  a  good  deal  of  wine. 

17606.  Does  it  go  out  by  bottle  or  by  the  cask? — I  do  not  sell  by  the  cask  at  all. 

17607.  Do  any  of  the  prescriptions  reach  that  quantity? — No.  Most  of  the  wines 
are  sold  for  sacramental  purposes. 

17608.  It  is  in  bottles,  I  suppose  ? — No. 

17609.  How  is  it  then? — It  is  on  draught. 

17610.  From  the  cask  ?— Yes. 

17611.  You  were  served  with  a  subpoena  to  produce  your  *books  and  prescriptions. 
Have  you  them  with  you  ? — The  prescriptions  will  be  here  in  a  few  minutes. 

17612.  Who  is  going  to  bring  them  ? — My  son.     [Prescriptions  produced.] 

17613.  I  observe  a  prescription  here  dated  18-4-92,  bottle  of  brandy  for  medicinal 
use.  Here  is  a  patient  that  requires  one  gallon  of  rye  whisky.  Was  the  gallon  supplied  ? 
— Probably  not  the  whole  of  it.     Half  a  gallon  would  be  supplied. 

17614.  And  three  pints  afterwards? — I  presume  so. 

17615.  Did  you  not  think  that  a  gallon  was  a  rather  large  prescription? — I  am  not 
there  all  the  time. 

17616.  At  all  events,  he  did  not  get  the  whole  of  it  at  one  time? — No. 

17617.  Here  is  another  patient  who  required  a  bottle  of  whisky  for  medicinal  use, 
and  there  is  an  authority  for  you  to  supply  the  same  ? — Yes. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  :  ^ 

17618.  There  is  a  prescription  here  on  an  official  printed  form,  it  reads :  "requires 
10  bottles  of  liquor  for  medicinal  purposes."  Are  many  of  these  prescriptions  for  such 
large  quantities  ? — Not  that  I  know  of. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

17619.  Here  is  one;  "June  25th,  1890,  4  bottles  whisky,  for  medicinal  use  only." 
Here  is  another :  "  8  bottles  spirits  for  medicinal  use ; "  and  another :  "1  gallon  whisky 
for  medicinal  use."  Here  is  one :  "10  gallons  ale  for  medicinal  use.  " — I  do  not  know 
anything  about  it. 

By  Mr.  Cla/rke  : 

17620.  Here  is  another  one  for  8  bottles  of  brandy? — Yes. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

17621.  Were  those  10  gallons  of  ale  for  medicinal  use?  These  are  fair  samples  of 
the  others,  I  suppose  ? — Yes. 

17622.  Here  is  one  for  5  bottles  whisky.  Do  you  ever  receive  any  prescriptions 
ordering  bottled  spirits  or  whisky  ? — Yes. 

17623.  Have  you  never  received  one  without  a  quantity  filled  in? — There  was 
always  a  quantity. 

17624.  Is  the  order  not  sometimes  brought  into  your  place  and  not  filled  up  until 
the  party  arrives  there  ? — I  would  not  allow  that. 

17625.  You  say  the  law  is  strictly  enforced  ? — I  do  my  best. 

17626.  Do  you  think  that  is  your  best? — People  come  in  while  I  am  not  there. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

17627.  You  do  not  sell  any  without  an  order  ? — I  do  not. 

17628.  These  are  samples  :  in  one  place  I  see,  "eight  bottles  brandy,  for  medicinal 
purposes  ? " — Yes  ;  perhaps  the  person  was  a  long  distance  away  in  the  country  and  did 
not  ^ant  to  come  here  often. 

17629.  It  must  have  been  a  chronic  case  ? — I  do  not  know. 
21—58 
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By  Judge  McDonald  : 

17630.  Have  you  ever  reported  the  quantities  of  liquor  ordered  in  these  prescrip- 
tions, to  the  Provincial  Government  at  Charlottetown  ? — No. 

17631.  Did  you  ever  make  a  return  to  the  Government  of  the  quantity  sold  by  you  1 
— No. 

1 7632.  Is  any  check  whatever  kept  on  your  sales  ? — No. 

17633.  You  are  your  own  master  entirely,  subject  to  the  requisition  on  the  pre- 
scription ? — I  have  to  fill  the  prescription. 

17634.  And  sell  all  that  is  prescribed  ? — Yes. 

17635.  Here  is  a  case  where  one  gallon  of  ale  and  one  bottle  of  spirits  are  called  for 
at  the  same  time  ? — It  is  very  little. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

17636.  It  was  perhaps  a  complicated  case  1 — I  do  not  know  what  it  was  required 
for. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

17637.  It  would  be  for  a  sick  man,  and  not  for  members  of  the  family  who  were  in 
good  health? — No. 

17638.  Does  a  man  ever  come  to  you  with  the  prescription? — I  suppose  in  some 
cases  he  does. 

By  Mr  Clarke  : 

17639.  Is  it  a  wholesale  license  you  take  out  % — No. 

17640.  Here  is  a  rather  diflFerent  order :  For  medicinal  use — half  gallon  best  port 
wine,  one  bottle  whisky  and  one  quart  of  best  brandy  1 — Yes. 

By  Judge  McDonald :  ' 

17641.  Here  is  an  order  on  a  scrap  of  newspaper  :  "  Give  Mr. a  quart  of 

ale  on  my  certificate."     I  see  you  put  in  one  pint.     Did  he  get  a  pint  ? — Y^. 

17642.  On  26th  March,'  1892,  there  is  a  certificate  that  Mr. requires  "four 

pints  of  whiskey,  for  medicinal  use  ? — Yes. 

By  Mr.  Clarke ; 

17643.  Here  is  an  order  for  a  number  of  bottles,  four  and  six  bottles  and  four 
pints  1 — Yes. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

17644.  Here  is  an  order  for  three  quarts  of  spirits.  The  word  "spirits"  has  been 
struck  out  and  the  word  **  ale  "  inserted.  Was  the  change  made  before  the  order  came 
to  you  ? — Yes. 

17645.  Here  is  an  order  for  two  gallons  Of  ale  and  a  bottle  of  wine? — Yes. 

17646.  You  have  told  the  Commission  that  your  name  is  printed  on  these  orders: 
are  they  issued  to  the  doctors  so  that  they  can  fill  them  up  1—-I  have  to  furnish  the 
doctors  with  the  printed  forms,  and  they  fill  them  up  and  give  them  to  patients. 

17647.  Are  you  required  to  have  printed  forms  sent  in  to  you  ? — The  doctors  want 
them. 

17648.  There  is  no  legal  regulation  in  regard  to  the  matter? — I  have  to  have 
printed  forms. 

1 7649.  If  so,  how  do  you  happen  to  have  this  order  on  a  slip  of  newspaper  t— I 
cannot  tell  you. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

17650.  Are  all  these  prescriptions  signed  by  medical  practitioners  ? — I  presume  sa 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

17651.  Here  is  a  prescription  for  a  gallon  of  rye  whisky  ? — ^Yes.  All  I  know  is 
that  what  I  do  is  according  to  the  orders  I  get. 

C.  D.  Saunders. 
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By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

17652.  You  fill  up  the  doctors'  orders  ?— Yes. 

17653.  Are  you  authorized  by  law  to  furnish  such  large  quantities  as  are  called  for 
in  these  prescriptions  1 — I  do  not  know  ;  I  am  aware  that  I  cannot  furnish  less  than  one 
pint. 

17654.  Are  you  authorized  to  sell  six  or  eighty  bottles  of  brandy  on  a  certificate  ? — 
The  law  does  not  say ;  the  law  says  that  I  cannot  sell  less  than  one  point,  but  it  does 
not  specify  the  quantity  I  can  sell. 

By  Judge  McDonald:  \ 

17655.  Have  you,  as  the  official  under  this  Act,  honestly  endeavoured  to  carry  out 
•  its  provisions  ? — I  have  tried  to  do  my  best. 

17656.  Have  you  the  book  which  I  called  upon  you  to  bring  before  the  Commission, 
by  subpoena  ? — What  kind  of  a  book  ? 

17657.  Any  book  in  which  there  are  entries  of  your  sales.  Where  is  your  register  ? 
— I  have  not  one. 

17658.  Have  you  never  kept  one  ? — No. 

17659.  Are  these  prescriptions  all  the  records  you  have  ? — Yes. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

1 7660.  Do  they  represent  all  your  sales  for  the  periods  over  which  they  extend  ? — Yes. 
By  Judge  McDonald : 

17661.  Here  is  an  order  for  a  pint  of  whisky  and  a  pint  of  gin  at  the  same  time  1 
— That  may  be  correct. 

17662.  On  March  23rd,  there  are  four  prescriptions,  and  one  pint  of  brandy  and 
a  pint  of  gin  are  called  for  ?— That  may  be  correct. 

17663.  No  doubt  it  is  correct,  for  you  seem  to  have  furnished  it? — I  have  not  the 
least  doubt  about  it.  I  wish  to  give  the  Commissioners  all  information,  honestly  and 
squarely. 

17664.  What  period  do  these  prescriptions  cover? — The  bundle  I  have  here  covers 
last  year. 

J 7665.  How  many  orders  were  there  last  year,  two  thousand? — More. 

17666.  Five  thousand? — More  than  that,  I  could  not  tell  you. 

17667.  You  think  there  were  more  than  5,000? — ^Yes.  On  thinking  over  the 
matter  this  bundle,  I  believe,  is  for  two  years. 

17668.  Have  you  heard  that  during  those  years  any  special  malady  prevailed 
throughout  the  community,  more  than  during  any  other  year  ? — There  have  been  a  good 
many  cases  of  sickness. 

17669.  What  kind  of  sickness? — Some  sorts  of  fever  and  diphtheria,  and  one  thing 
and  another. 

17670.  How  much  diphtheria  was  there  ? — It  would  be  hard  for  me  to  say.  There 
was  a  good  deal  of  sickness  one  way  or  another. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

17671.  Was  there  much  la  grippe? — I  think  there  was  some  of  it ;  I  heard  of  a 
good  many  cases,  but  I  could  not  say  how  many. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

17672.  You  have  spoken  of  what  you  call  unfermented  liquor? — I  said  that  I  had 
had  some  of  it. 

17673.  What  kind  ? — It  was  manufactured  at  Niagara  Falls. 

17674.  What  is  it  called? — It  is  called  unferment^  wine. 

17675.  Is  it  used  for  sacramental  purposes? — Yes. 

17676.  You  do  not  require  a  permit  to  sell  that,  I  suppose? — No. 

17677.  Have  you  any  of  it  on  hand  now? — I  think  I  have  two  or  three  cases  ;  I 
did  not  get  much  of  it.     I  gave  up  selling  it  about  a  year  ago. 

21— 58^ 
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3o  you  remember  the  name  of  the  manufacturer  ? — Not  at  present. 
Was  it  the  Niagara  Falls  Wine  Company  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  Clarke: 

NsLS  the  greater  quantity  of  liquor  intended  for  the  rural  districts  of  the 
was  for  the  whole  county. 

lave  you  any  knowledge  as  to  whether  much  was  consumed  in  the  townl 
it  be  some,  but  the  greater  quantity  goes  to  the  country. 
Disease  is  more  prevalent  in  the  country,   I  suppose  ? — I  do  not  know ; 
goes  to  the  country  than  is  used  in  the  town. 

Vhat  is  the  population  of  the  County  of  Prince  ? — I  could  not  tell  you ;  I 
)0,  between  25,000  and  30,000. 

's  not  the  population  36,000  ? — I  do  not  exactly  know. 
lou  think  this  supply  circulates  throughout  the  whole  county? — It  goes 
irhole  county. 

?here  is  not  much  sold  in  the  town,  as  far  as  you  know  1 — There  is  some. 
)o  you  know  anything  about  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act  in  the  town  I 
ittle,  I  suppose. 

Vhat  do  you  know  1 — I  know  I  have  to  carry  out  the  law  so  far  as  I  can. 
bid  what  else  do  you  know  in  regard  to  the  Scott  Act  and  its  enforce- 
osing  I  made  a  sale  to  any  one  without  a  prescription,  I  would  be  hauled 
Stipendiary  Magistrate  and  fined  for  it. 

t  is  the  Scott  Act  I  am  speaking  about :  how  is  it  enforced  ? — I  do  not 
lardly  tell  you  how  they  enforce  it ;  but  I  know  I  do  not  like  to  do  any- 
because  I  would  expect  to  be  hauled  up. 

]/an  you  tell  the  Commission  what  proportion  of  the  liquor  you  vend  on 
icates  is  distributed  in  the  town  and  required  by  the  population  of  the 
t  is  impossible. 

)o  you  know  if  sales  of  liquor  in  the  town  are  going  on  in  other  places  than 
ishment  ? — I  presume  so. 

)o  you  know  1 — No,  I  could  not  say,  because  I  do  not  go  into  any  of  those 
understand  there  is  selliing.  I  know  nothing  further — I  could  not  prove 
ause  I  do  not  go  into  those  places. 

)oes  the  existence  of  such  places  interfere  with  your  business  ?— Yes. 
laye  you  ever  complained  to  the  authorities  1 — No,  they  know  it  as  well  as 

\^ho  do  ? — The  authorities. 

?hey  know  what  ? — That  the  people  are  selling  illicitly,  and  they  have  no 

'.  believe  no  person  has  a  legal  right  to  sell  except  yourself  1 — That  is  alL 
)oes  that  sale  interfere  with  you  to  a  certain  extent  ? — To  a  certain  extent 

lave  you  ever  complained  to  the  authorities? — I  have  spoken  about  it 

?o  whom  1     Did  your  remonstrance  or  report  have  any  effect  ? — Not  that  I 

^re  you  satisfied  with  the  business  you  are  doing  in  the  town  and  county! 

ot  for  the  others  selling,  I  would  do  a  very  much  larger  business. 

)o  they  do  considerable  business  ? — I  suppose  they  make  a  living  out  of  it 

[^hey,  of  course,  have  no  certificates  to  depend  on  for  protection  i- -No. 

legarding  the  liquor  you    import,  you  have  said  that  some  of  it  has  come 

customs  here? — Yes. 

)oes  your  liquor  come  from  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia  ? — It  does  in 

e  year. 

^nd  I  suppose  you  take  it  out  as  needed  ? — Yes. 

But  do  your  supplies  during  the  summer  come  in  duty  paid  ? — I  only  get  a 

antity  in  during  the  summer,  probably  ten  cases  or  sometimes  twenty. 

Saunders. 
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17708.  From  where  ?— From  Halifax  or  St.  John. 

17709.  What  quantity  did  you  get  in  last  fall,  did  you  get  in  a  shipload  ? — I  should 
say  not. 

17710.  How  many  cases  ?--!  suppose  over  100  cases. 

17711.  What  quantity  of  liquor  was  in  each  case? — I  suppose  a  little  over  on^ 
gallon  and  a  half. 

17712.  That  would  be  150  gallons.  That  would  not  last  long  for  these  prescrij> 
tions.     What  else  did  you  get  ?     Did  you  get  ale  in  hogsheads  ? — We  did. 

17713.  How  many  hogsheads?— I  had  25  in  all. 

17714.  Twenty-five  hogsheads  and  150  gallons  1 — That  was  all. 

17715.  Have  you  not  sold  more  than  25  hogsheads  and  150  gallons  ? — I  have  a  lot 
of  liquor  in  bond  yet,  which  had  not  been  taken  out.  I  do  not  take  it  out  until  I 
require  it  for  use. 

17716.  How  much  liquor  did  you  get  from  St.  John  and  Halifax  during  the  last 
twelve  months  ? — I  suppose  a  little  over  $2,000  worth  or  perhaps  $3,000  worth. 

17717.  You  are  speaking  from  memory  ? — Yes. 

17718.  Do  the  public  generally  know  that  prescriptions  are  given  for  such  large 
quantities  of  liquor  ? — I  do  not  know. 

By  Rev,  Br,  McLeod: 

17719.  Are  these  prescriptions  the  only  record  you  keep  ? — Yes. 

17720.  How  do  you  make  an  annual  return  to  the  proper  official  of  the  Govern- 
ment ? — I  have  not  made  one. 

17721.  Why  have  you  not  made  one  ? — I  did  not  know  the  law  required  it. 

17722.  Have  you  ever  read  the  law  ? — I  read  the  law  lately. 

17723.  How  lately  ? — I  got  the  law  yesterday. 

17724.  Did  you  find  the  law  required  anythinsr  from  you  in  the  shape  of  a  return  ? 
— I  found  out  yesterday  I  had  to  keep  a  register. 

17725.  And  you  are  now  of  the  opinion  that  you  have  to  keep  a  register? — Yes. 

17726.  And  what  else  ? — And  make  a  return  to  a  certain  officer  in  Ottawa,  once  a 
year. 

17727.  You  have  ascertained  that  it  is  your  duty  to  make  a  return  to  the  Inland 
Revenue  Department  once  a  year  ? — Yes. 

17728.  And  you  have  never  done  it  up  to  this  time  ? — No.  All  I  thought  I  had 
to  do  was  to  keep  everything  on  file. 

17729.  Do  you  now  suppose  it  is  your  duty  to  make  a  transcript  of  all  these  pre- 
scriptions and  orders  and  furnish  a  return  to  the  Inland  Revenue  officer  ?— I  can  do  it 
now. 

17730.  Is  it  not  your  duty  to  do  it? — ^^If  the  Commission  think  I  should  do  so,  I 
will  do  it. 

17731.  It  is  not  a  matter  of  Commission  direction,  but  of  law  requirements? — I 
could  do  that. 

17732.  You  have  here  an  order  for  one  bottle  or  six  bottles  or  one  gallon  or  three 
or  four  gallons,  and  sometimes  orders  for  two  or  three  varieties  of  liquors  ;  and  on  the 
back  of  the  orders  I  notice  sometimes  marked  one  bottle  as  received  on  a  certain  date, 
two  bottles  on  another  date  and  so  on.  What  are  we  to  understand  by  these  endorse- 
ments ? — I  mark  the  order  according  to  the  sale. 

17733.  So  a  man  may  come  with  an  order  for  five  gallons  of  whisky  and  get  a 
couple  of  bottles,  and  you  endorse  those  two  bottles  on  the  order  ? — Yes. 

17734.  And  he  can  come  back  a  week  afterwards  and  get  another  bottle  ? — He  can 
come  a  month  afterwards  and  get  it. 

17735.  So  you  issue  the  supply  ia  instalments? — I  only  give  it  as  it  is  required. 

17736.  Why  does  a  doctor  give  an  order  to  a  man  for  five  gallons? — I  do  not  know 
anything  about  that. 

17737.  Would  it  excite  suspicion  if  a  man  brought  you  an  order  for  five  gallons 
when  all  he  wanted  was  a  bottle  of  whisky ;  would  you  think  there  was  something 
wrong  about  that  ? — I  am  not  there  all  the  time,  I  am  not  there  a  quarter  of  the  time. 
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1 7738.  Have  you  been  there  when  a  man  has  come  with  an  order  for  a  dozen  bottlea, 
and  you  have  given  him  one  bottle,  and  endorsed  it  on  his  order  1 — I  suppose  I  have. 

17739.  Did  it  occur  to  you  that  there  was  something  irregular  about  that  trans- 
action ? — No,  it  did  not. 

1 7740.  It  never  occurred  to  you  that  when  a  man  came  with  an  order  for  ten  bottles 
of  any  kind  of  liquor  for  medicinal  purposes  and  said  he  only  wanted  one  bottle  at  that 
time,  there  was  something  wrong  either  on  the  part  of  the  man  or  the  doctor? — As  I 
say,  I  did  not  give  it  consideration. 

17741.  Is  it  your  duty  to  exercise  a  little  discretion  in  the  matter? — I  do  my  best 
in  that  way. 

17742.  Do  you  exercise  any  particular  judgment  in  the  matter,  or  do  you  simply 
take  the  order  without  hesitation  and  fill  it,  by  instalments  in  some  cases  ?— -The  man 
does  not  hold  the  order,  I  hold  the  order. 

17743.  Is  the  man  who  brings  the  order  the  sick  man? — So  soon  as  I  make  a  sale 
I  endorse  it  on  the  back  of  the  order,  and  fill  it  as  he  requires  it. 

17744.  When  I  was  in  your  place  I  saw  a  lot  of  little  files,  a  dozen  of  them  I 
suppose? — There  were  24  of  them. 

17745.  Is  one  for  each  doctor? — No,  one  for  each  letter  of  the  alphabet  When 
people  come  back  for  another  supply  of  liquor  under  their  orders,  it  took  so  long 
to  look  their  Orders  up  that  we  now  have  them  alphabetically  arranged. 

17746.  You  put  Smith  under  the  letter  "  S  "  and  all  orders  under  that  letter  on  one 
file?— Yes. 

17747.  So  when  John  Smith  brings  you  an  order  for  five  gallons  and  receives  only 
one  bottle  on  that  day,  you  endorse  the  entry  and  file  the  order  ? — Yes. 

17748.  Next  week  John  Smith  wants  another  bottle ;  then  you  can  go  to  the  file 
and  turn  up  his  order,  and  if  it  has  not  been  completely  filled  you  supply  him  with 
another  bottle  and  take  pay  for  it.      Is  that  your  plan  ? — Yes. 

17749.  By  and  bye,  when  the  whole  order  is  filled,  what  happens? — He  gets  no 
more. 

17750.  Then  you  put  that  order  away  on  another  file? — Yes. 

17751.  Then  does  John  bring  you  another  order  ? — Sometimes  he  does  and  some- 
times he  does  not. 

17752.  Do  you  find  that  John  Smith  has  an  order  right  along,  that  he  gets  his 
order  duplicated  or  repeated  ? — I  could  not  say. 

17753.  You  think,  then,  that  it  is  not  your  business  to  discriminate  in  this  matter? 
Has  it  ever  occurred  that  doctors  have  given  orders  for  liquor  for  other  than  medicinal 
purposes  ?— They  may  have  done  so,  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  of  it. 

17754.  Do  you  believe  it  is  your  duty  or  your  privilege  to  raise  a  quefetion  about 
that  matter  ? — I  have  not  done  it  so  far. 

17755.  For  instance,  when  a  man  comes  with  an  order  for  a  gallon  and  says  he  will 
take  one  pint  to-day  :  has  it  ever  been  consumed  on  the  premises  ? — I  never  allow  that  to 
be  done. 

17756.  You  never  allow  liquor  to  be  consumed  on  the  premises  ? — No. 

17757.  Did  you  prepare  these  blank  forms  yourself? — I  give  thedoctore  the  printed 
forms. 

17758.  You  distribute  them  amongst  the  doctors  ? — Yes. 

17759.  The  doctors  sign  them  ? — Yes. 

17760.  I  believe  you  have  already  said  that  you  never  got  them  in  blank  signed  by 
doctors  ? — No. 

17761.  Did  you  ever  get  one  in  blank? — The  quantities,  so  far  as  I  know,  are 
always  filled  in. 

17762.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  those  orders  for  liquors  are  often  for 
beverage  purposes,  not  for  medicinal  purposes  ?  Has  that  ever  occurred  to  you  ?— Some- 
times they  are. 

17763.  If  those  prescriptions  were  for  beverage  purposes  rather  than  for  medicinal 
purposes,  did  it  occur  to  you  that  you  were  violating  the  law  in  selling  liquor  for  beTe^ 
age  purposes  ? — No,  it  did  not. 

C.  D.  Saunders. 
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17764.  Did  you  think  you  should  make  an  investigation  in  regard  to  that  matter? 
—No. 

17765.  Have  you  ever  catechised  any  of  the  doctors  who  sent  those  orders  for  large 
quantities  of  liquor  for  medicinal  purposes  ? — I  never  said  anything  to  them. 

17766.  You  felt  it  was  your  business  simply  to  import  large  quantities  of  liquor  and 
sell,  so  long  as  the  doctors  sent  prescriptions  ?-— I  presume  so. 

17767.  No  matter  whether  the  orders  were  reasonable  or  unreasonable? — They 
never  give  very  big  quantities  at  one  time.   , 

17768.  Do  you  not  think  ten  gallons  or  eight  bottles  is  not  an  enormous  quantity  ?— 
ThiB  would  not  all  be  given  out  at  one  time  probably. 

17769.  But  do  you  not  think  ten  gallons  of  whisky  in  12  months  is  an  enormous 
quantity  to  be  prescribed  for  one  family  for  medicinal  purpose? — I  do  not  know  who 
used  that  much. 

17770.  There  are  orders  here  for  10  gallons,  more  than  one  of  them.     Here  for 

instance  is  an  order  :  "  Mr. four  pints  of  brandy  and  one  gallon  of  ale."  On  the 

back  there  is  this  endorsement :  "  One  bottle  brandy  and  two  bottles  alp,  March  29th  ; 
one  bottle  brandy,  March  29  ;  "  and  then  he  got  one  and  a  half  pints  of  something  in 
July.  The  order  was  kept  a  long  time,  from  March  to  July.  So  it  is  all  through  the 
whole  list.  For  instance,  there  is  an  order  for  six  bottles,  and  two  pints  are  endorsed 
on  the  back  of  the  order.  Here  is  another  order  for  two  pints  of  spirits  for  medicinal 
use.  The  man  got  one  pint  at  one  time.  Then  there  is  an  order  for  five  quarts  of  ale, 
and  he  got  four  pints  only.  He  appears  to  have  got  that  on  July  25th  of  this  year, 
but  he  evidently  has  to  come  back  and  get  the  balance  of  the  five  quarts  yet.  Is  that 
the  way  you  have  been  doing  business  ? — I  admit  that  is  the  way  I  have  been  doing  it 

17771.  Do  you  think  that  way  is  irregular  or  is  perfectly  proper? — I  do  not  know, 
I  thought  it  was  according  to  law. 

17772.  You  have  never  given  any  consideration  to  the  question  as  to  whether,  it  was 
a  violation  of  the  law  or  not  ? — No. 

17773.  Do  you  know  whether  doctors  issue  certificates  for  a  consideration, 
whether  doctors  get  paid  for  issuing  certificates  to  persons  for  liquor  for  purely  beverage 
purposes  1 — I  do  not  know. 

17774.  Do  you  not  suspect  that  this  is  done? — I  do  not  know ;  it  would  be 
hard  for  me  to  say  ;  they  bring  prescriptions  from  the  doctors. 

17775.  You  are  sure  there  is  no  liquor  consumed  on  your  premises? — I  am  sure  of 
that. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

17776.  Is  Emerald  in  your  district? — I  think  so. 

17777.  Was  there  ever  a  vendor  placed  there? — Not  that  I  know  of. 

17778.  Any  one  by  the  name  of  Hughes? — There  was  one  at  Emerald  I  think. 

17779.  Was  he  in  this  county  ? — No,  not  in  this  county. 

17780.  Was  he  probably  in  the  County  of  Queen's? — Yes. 

17781.  I  see  his  name  is  struck  out  of  an  order  here,  and  your  name  inserted  ? — 
Probably  the  doctor  had  no  prescription  form  of  mine,  and  so  he  struck  out  the  name 
and  put  my  name  instead. 

17782.  Why  should  the  doctor  there  be  sending  orders  to  you  unless  the  place  was 
in  your  district  ? — Somebody  might  not  like  to  travel  far. 

17783.  Here  is  an  order  on  14th  August,  1891,  to  this,  person  for  a  gallon  of  liquor 
for  medicinal  use.  He  appears  to  have  received  two  pints  on  August  15th,  the  next 
day,  then  one  pint  on  April  20th,  1892,  eight  months  afterwards? — That  might  be. 

17784.  You  honoured  the  order  eight  months  afterwards? — Yes. 

17785.  I  suppose  the  order  is  not  filled  yet? — The  order  was  given  in  August, 
1891,  but  the  prescription  has  not  yet  been  completed? — I  suppose  not. 

17786.  Do  you  intend  to  complete  it  ? — I  have  not  filed  it  away  as  completed. 

17787.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  you  intend  not  to  complete  that  order,  if  the 
person  comes  for  the  liquor  ? — I  might  not  be  there. 

17788.  Do  you  intend  to  have  the  order  completed  ? — What  time  was  the  order 
given? 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1 


920  ROYAL   COMMISSION   ON   THE   LIQUOR  TRAFFIC. 

17789.  In  August,  1891  ] — I  should  take  it  that  the  order  would  not  be  completed. 
I  think  the  time  too  long. 

17790.  Then  do  you  think  the  time  from  August,  1891,  to  April,  1892,  eight 
months,  is  too  long  1 — No. 

17791.  You  think  eight  months  is  not  too  long  a  period,  but  a  year  would  bet— Yes. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod  : 

17792.  Are  you  familiar  with  the  signatures  of  the  doctors  in  the  county? — I  know 
them  pretty  well  now,  I  did  not  know  them  at  the  start. 

17793.  Do  you  think  the  doctors  in  every  case  sign  the  prescriptions  ? — I  do  not 
know  of  any  prescriptions  except  those  signed  by  the  doctors  themselves. 

17794.  Have  you  orders  from  men  whose  names  are  not  those  of  doctors  in  this 
county  ? — Not  that  I  know  of. 

17795.  Are  you  always  careful  in  examining  as  to  this  point? — We  do. 

17796.  Or  do  you  simply  say  that  it  is  a  proper  order,  look  as  to  the  quantity  and 
supply  it?  Hap  ever  an  order  come  to  you  in  regard  to  which  you  have  said  :  "Well, 
that  does  not  look  like  the  signature  of  the  doctor,"  and  have  examined  into  the  matter? 
— If  I  detect  anything  like  that,  I  tell  the  man,  "  That  is  not  the  doctor's  signature, 
and  you  had  better  take  the  order  away." 

17797.  Did  you  ever  have  an  order  to  which  a  name  was  attached  that  you  knew 
was  not  the  name  of  any  doctor  in  the  county  ? — ^Yes,  I  have. 

17798.  Bid  you  fill  the  order  ? — I  have  had  some  such  orders  from  Queen's. 

17799.  I  mean  an  order  signed  by  some  man,  who  was  not  a  doctor  in  this  comity; 
and  you  filled  it? — Not  that  I  know  of. 

17800.  Have  you  ever  had  an  order  that  you  did  not  fill  ? — Plenty. 

17801.  Orders  that  you  have  refused  to  fill  ? — Plenty. 

17802.  When  the  orders  came  on  your  forms  and  signed  by  men  whom  you  knew 
to  be  doctors,  you  refused  to  fill  some  such  orders  ? — Yes,  when  I  doubted  the  doctor's 
signature. 

17803.  Have  you  refused  to  fill  the  orders  in  such  cases  ? — Yes,  in  several  of  them. 

17804.  So  you  have  been  careful? — Yes,  I  have  tried  to  h§  so. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

17805.  By  what  means  do  you  identify  people  coming  in  for  second  or  third  sup- 
plies on  one  order? — I  have  a  check,  and  take  care  to  be  sure  that  they* are  the  same 
people. 

17806.  You  are  sometimes  liable  to  error,  I  suppose? — No. 

17807.  Is  it  possible  for  one  man  to  get  an  order  and  have  it  filled  on  six  occasions, 
and  you  remember  the  man  ? — Yes. 

17808.  How  do  you  recognize  him  ? — We  know  him. 

17809.  If  there  is  an  interval  from  August  to  April  in  completing  an  order,  and  if 
you  do  not  happen  to  have  been  in  the  store  when  the  first  supply  was  given  on  an 
order,  how  do  you  recognize  the  man  ? — If  I  am  not  positive,  I  do  not  fill  the  order 
until  my  man  comes  in,  the  one  who  took  the  order  in  the  first  place. 

17810.  Then  either  your  man  or  yourself  knows  everybody  who  comes  in  ?— We 
know  them  pretty  well. 

17811.  Regarding  your  appointment  some  six  years  ago  last  spring :  we  understand 
that  you  have  occupied  th^  position  of  Licensed  Vendor  since  that  time? — Yes,  I 
think  so. 

17812.  We  understand  the  appointment  is  one  in  the  gift  of  the  Provincial  Gov- 
ernment ? — It  is. 

17813.  Have  the  people  of  the  district  anything  to  say  in  re^rd  to  the  appoint- 
ment ? — No. 

17814.  Were  you  supported  by  the  people  generally  ? — I  presume  so  at  the  start 

By  Mr.  GigauU  : 

17815.  Did  you  favour  the  adoption  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  voted  for  it,  that  is  all 
I  know. 

C.  D.  Saunders. 
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17816.  Would  you  favour  the  adoption  of  a  general  prohibitory  law  ? — That  is  a 
question  I  am  not  prepared  to  answer. 

17817.  Were  you  a  member  of  any  temperance  society  at  the  time  you  were 
appointed  Licensed  Vendor  ? — T  was. 

17818.  What  society  ? — I  belonged  to  two  societies. 

17819.  What  are  the  names  ? — ^I  belonged  to  what  they  call  Good  Templars,  and  I 
belonged  to  a  Division  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

17820.  Do  you  belong  to  any  of  them  now  ? — Well,  I  do  not ;  they  expelled  me. 
By  Mr.  Gigault  : 

17821.  W^re  you  recommended  by  those  temperance  societies  for  the  office  you  now 
hold  1 — Partly  by  them  and  partly  by  others. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

17822.  Did  the  societies  as  such  recommend  you? — I  suppose  they  did  me  no 
injury ;  they  helped  me  to  get  the  appointment  at  the  start  under  the  McCarthy  Act. 

17823.  Did  the  societies  'as  such  recommend  you  for  the  appointment  of 
Licensed  Vendor  ? — Not  that  I  know  of  as  societies  ;  they  did  so  as  individuals. 

-  By  Mr.  Gigault : 

17824.  When  you  were  appointed  Licensed  Vendor,  were  you  a  member  of  those 
societies  ? — Yes. 

17825.  You  were  only  expelled  afterwards? — Yes,  afterwards. 

By  Judge  McDoncUd  : 

17826.  You  say  your  name  is  Charles.  T  find  this  order,  without  date,  "Dan,  give 
bearer  one  bottle  good  whisky.     He  pays."     Who  is  Dan  ? — Dan  is  the  clerk,  I  suppose. 

17827.  So  here  is  an  order,  not  on  a  printed  form,  not  addressed  to  you  and  not 
having  a  date,  how  was  that  honoured?  Where  is  your  endorsement? — I  could  not  tell 
you  ;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that  order. 

17828.  There  is  no  M.D.  after  ihe  name.  Look  at  this  paper,  and  tell  me  if  the 
man  who  signed  it  is  a  doctor  ? — No,  he  is  not. 

17829.  What  is  his  occupation? — He  is  a  merchant. 

17830.  Look  at  the  name  appended,  and  see  if  the  liquor  is  for  a  relation  ? — He  is,  I 
suppose,  a  brother.    I  suppose  he  had  a  prescription  and  sent  his  order  on  his  prescription. 

17831.  You  think  this  man  had  obtained  a  prescription  from  a  doctor? — I  think  he 
had. 

17832.  And  sent  the  order  on  that  prescription,  and  got  it  filled  ? — Yes. 

17833.  What  do  these  words  mean :  "  He  pays.  "  Do  they  not  mean  not  to  charge 
the  man  who  signs  the  order  ? — I  never  saw  it. 

17834.  You  were  not  to  charge  him,  I  suppose? — I  suppose  so. 

17835.  There  is  no  date,  but  there  is  a  post  mark,  Summerside,  1891? — Yes,  I 
think  so. 

17836.  In  some  places  it  is  the  rule  where  medical  men  give  orders  on  apothecaries 
that  a  certain  commission  should  go  to  the  medical  man.  Is  that  the  case  in  regard  to 
the  prescriptions  under  this  Act  ? — I  do  not  pay  them,  that  is  all  I  know. 

17837.  No  commission  comes  from  you? — No. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

17838.  Does  any  commission  go  to  anybody  else? — Not  that  I  know  of. 

17839.  Nor  from  any  person  from  you  ? — No. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

17840.  Here  is  an  order  in  1890  for  a  person  whose  name  is  not  given,  "  one  bottle 
brandy,  for  medicinal  use  ; "  and  at  the  bottom  there  is  the  word  "  repeat."  What  does 
that  mean  ? — I  cannot  tell  you,  because  I  never  saw  it.  " 
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e: 

,  great  many  orders  come  in  when  you  are  not  at  your  place  of 

isider  that  to  be  a  proper  way  of  doing  business  1 — I  presume  Uie 

escriptionsc 

ot  be  better  that  no  order  be  honoured,  unless  it  is  written  oa 

—All  the  orders  are  given  in  that  way,  I  suppose. 

OonoZd : 

lis  prescription  (prescription  handed  to  witness)  and  tell  me 

signed  it  ?— No,  a  medical  man  did  not  sign  it. 

lo  you  account  for  that  order  being  on  file  1 — That  man  would 

►tion. 

3  man  who  gave  that  order  to  the  other  man  had  a  doctor's 

man  who  gave  the  order  would  have  a  doctor's  prescription. 


re  be  an  order  on  file,  and  would  that  order  be  a  portion  of  the 
t  is  the  way  it  would  be. 

Donald : 

V   order :  "  March  1st,  1890,  Mr. requires  gallon  brandy 

for  medicinal  use."  So  he  gets  half  a  gallon  of  brandy  in  Mardi 
uly,  and  one  bottle  on   May  14th.     Is   that   right? — Yes,  it  i& 

,mple  prescription  :— 

S.  Side,  March  Ist,  1890. 

•  reqs.  1  gl.  brandy,  and  half  gl.  whisky  for  med.  use. 

(Sgd.)  P.  B.,  M.  D. 


it  a  rule  to  file  the  prescriptions  as  sent  in  ? — That  is  all. 

my  reason  to  doubt  that  the  physicians  are  not  acting  in  good 

mple  of  the  way  business  is  done  here  ? — This  is  the  way  I  have 

I    vote  to   sustain   the   Scott  Act  ? — I  should  almost  say  that  I 

the  Scott  Act  this  condition  of  things  exists  here  ? — Yes. 
being  constantly  and  flagrantly  violated  ;  do  you  think  that  a 
irs  ? — I  could  not  tell  you. 

Ooncdd : 

stated  that  your  sales  are  comparatively  small  in  the  town,  and 
districts  1 — They  are. 

my  reason  to  believe  that  the  Act  is  well  enforced  in   the  town, 
•rs  are  sold  pretty  freely  in  the  town  1 — There  is  a  good  deal  of 

;hink  there  are  a  good  many  people  in  the  business  ? — I  suppose 

link  the  Act,  as  you   have  noticed  its  working  in  the  province, 
3  had  the  effect  of  promoting  temperance  ? — I  could  not  say. 


nk  that  the  system  of  getting  liquor  on  prescriptions  in  this  way 
-I  do  not  know  that  it  does. 
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NEIL  McQUARRIE,  of  Summerside,  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  on  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  as  follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

17859.  How  long  have  you  held  the  position  of  Stipendiary  Magistrate  of  the  Town 
of  Summerside  ? — I  was  appointed  in  1885,  in  August,  I  think. 

17860.  Was  it  an  incorporated  town  at  that  time  1 — Yes,  the  town  was  incorporated 
in  1875  or  1877. 

17861.  Was  the  Scott  Act  in  force  when  you  took  office  ? — My  recollection  is  that 
the  Scott  Act  came  into  force  in  1881  ;  I  may  be  wrong  in  regard  to  that  date,  but  I 
think  it  was  that  year. 

17862.  Are  cases  of  oflfences  against  the  Scott  Act  tried  before  you? — All  oflfences 
committed  within  the  limits  of  the  town  are  tried  before  me. 

17863.  Are  any  tried  in  the  rural  districts  ? — No.  I  am  not  a  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
and  never  was  so  appointed ;  in  fact,  I  preferred  not  to  be  so  appointed,  as  I  am  so  busy, 
that  duties  outside  of  the  town  would  trouble  me  more  than  duties  in  t^ie  town. 

17864.  You  also,  I  suppose,  take  the  preliminary  examinations  in  criminal  cases 
sent  to  trial  ? — Yes,  for  all  offences  committ^  within  the  limits  of  the  town. 

17865.  During  your  term  of  office,  have  you  found  that  drunkenness  has  increased 
or  decreased '? — I  should  say  it  was  on  the  decrease. 

17866.  In  regard  to  offences  against  the  Scott  Act,  how  have  you  found  them  as 
regards  numbers  ? — The  numbers  of  convictions  have  varied.  I  have  here  a  list  of  the 
convictions,  prepared  by  the  Clerk  of  the  court. 

17867.  Will  you  kindly  read  it  to  the  Commission? — Since  I  was  appointed,  there 
has  been  a  good  deal  of  similarity  as  regards  the  number  of  convictions  each  year  :  In 
1885,  the  number  was  19 ;  in  1886,  12  ;  in  1887,  14  ;  in  1888,  12  ;  in  1889,  17  ;  in  1890, 
25 ;  in  1891,  this  return  being  for  one  year  and  a  quarter,  17  ;  1892,  up  to  date,  9.  It 
strikes  me  that  the  figures  for  1890  and  1891  should  be  reversed  and  should  stand: 
1890,  17;  1891,  25. 

1 7868.  Do  you  find  the  enforcement  of  the  Act  is  regularly  carried  out,  or  spasmodi- 
cally ? — It  has  been  spasmodically  carried  out  in  times  gone  by.  During  the  last  few 
years  it  has  been  left  pretty  much  to  the  officials,  I  think. 

17869.  Have  you  anything  to  do  with  the  carrying  out  of  the  Act,  except  trying 
cases  under  it  ? — I  have  nothing  to  do  with  it,  except  hearing  cases  that  come  under  it. 

17870.  Are  the  police  of  the  town  under  your  control  ?- They  are  in  a  manner,  but 
not  to  any  great  degree,  although  I  have  the  right  to  give  them  instructions*. 

17871.  Their  appointment  is  not  in  your  hands? — No,  nor  their  dismissal. 

17872.  Have  you  the  power  of  suspension  ? — No,  it  is  vested  in  the  Council. 

17873.  Have  you  to  report  to  the  Council  if  you  find  difficulties  existing? — Yes; 
but  the  police  always  carry  out  my  instructions. 

17874.  Have  any  of  the  cases  brought  before  you  been  for  second  offences  ? — I  have 
here  a  list  of  convictions.  It  is  as  follows  : — In  1885,  no  second  offences,  all  first 
offences ;  1886,  all  first  offences  ;  1887,  one  second  offence ;  1888,  all  first  offences  ;  1889, 
all  first  offences  ;  1890,  16  first  offences,  5  second  offences  and  4  third  offences  ;  1891,  15 
cases.  I  think  these  two  years  have  been  muddled.  During  the  present  year  there  have 
been  8  first  offences  and  1  second  offence. 

17875.  In  the  case  of  each  of  the  convictions  for  second  offence,  was  the  full  amount 
of  the  penalty  imposed  ? — As  regards  that,  I  do  not  know. 

17876.  In  the  cases  of  convictions  for  third  offences,  were  the  parties  sent  to  jail? 
— I  presume  so,  in  some  cases. 

17877.  Did  you  not  issue  the  warrants? — Yes,  if  they  were  brought  to  me  by  the 
prosecutor. 

17878.  You  do  not  know  whether  the  warrants  were  enforced  ?t— Those  that  were 
signed  were  enforced. 

17879.  Did  you  sign  them  in  all  those  cases? — I  cannot  tell  you. 

17880.  Prom  your  memory,  can  you  say  whether  you  have  had  before  you  a  second 
time  any  persons  who  were  charged  for  a  first  offence  ? — At  different  times  parties  have 
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been  charged  several  times  for  a  first  oflFence.  This  has  been  frequently  doiie.  I  may 
say  that  prior  to  1885  I  cM^ted  as  counsel  for  the  Temperance  Alliance  for  a  year  or  two 
in  conducting  prosecutions.  At  the  same  time  I  acted  as  counsel  for  the  other  side  in 
another  part  of  the  county.  So  I  have  a  knowledge  of  both  sides  as  regards  the  work- 
ing of  the  Act. 

17881.  Taking  the  county  as  a  whole :  how  did  you  find  the  Act  w  rk,  from  your 
personal  knowledge  ? — When  the  Act  first  came  into  force  in  the  county  there  were  a 
good  many  small  places  selling.  I  think  at  the  present  time  most  of  them  have  gone  out 
of  the  business.  The  sellers  in  this  county  are  now  pretty  much  limited  to  the  village 
of  Tignish.  In  Alberton  there  was  a  quantity  sold,  but  there  is  not  so  much  sold  there 
now  as  formerly. 

17882.  Did  you  hear  the  evidence  of  the  last  witness  1 — Yes. 

17883.  From  your  acquaintance  with  the  county,  have  you  knowledge  of  any  excess 
of  disease  in  the  community  which  caused  a  large  quantity  of  liquor  to  be  sold  ?— I  do 
not  think  there  has  been  any  epidemic  in  the  county  for  a  number  of  years.  I  do  not 
know  to  what  particular  use  the  liquor  was  put.  I  am  aware  that  there  has  been  a  little 
of  la  grippe,  and  that  some  consider  rum  is  an  antidote.  That  is  the  only  disease  in 
the  shape  of  an  epidemic  that  has  prevailed. 

17884.  Was  it  not  rather  a  long  time  for  la  grippe  to  continue,  from  August 
to  April  ? —  Yes,  but  they  say  it  is  difficult  to  get  rid  of  when  once  it  comes. 

17885.  Are  there  any  suggestions  you  can  make  to  the  Commission  in  the  direction 
of  amending  the  Scott  Act  to  make  it  more  complete  or  its  enforcement  efficient  t— I 
think  the  Act  has  within  itself  an  inherent  defect,  and  it  is  this  :  the  Act  says,  that  a 
man  shall  not  sell,  and  that  if  he  does  so,  he  is  liable  to  a  fine  of  $50  or  $100  or  three 
months  in  jail ;  but  the  party  who  buys  gets  off  perfectly  free.  I  do  not  think  that  is 
an  honest  and  straightforward  law,  because,  morally  speaking,  the  buyer  must  be  equally 
guilty  with  the  seller,  but  the  law  says  such  is  not  the  case ;  and  I  do  not  think  in  that 
respect  it  is  in  harmony  with  the  moral  sentiment  of  the  people. 

17886.  Would  you  make  the  purchaser  also  liable? — Yes.  Morally  he  is  as  liable 
as  the  seller,  and  therefore  he  should  be  so  legally.  If  this  law  is  to  be  carried  out,  it 
must  deal  with  all  the  people  fairly  and  squarely.  If  the  people  are  not  ready  for  the 
law  adjusted  in  this  way  and  made  fair  and  square,  they  are  not  ready  for  anything. 
In  so  far  as  regards  legislation  respecting  temperance  or  any  other  subject,  the  law 
should  do  right,  because  it  has  often  been  said  that  those  who  sell  are  engaged  in  a  not 
strictly  moral  business.  If  there  is  anything  in  that  contention,  they  should  not  be 
surrounded  with  temptation.  I  did  not  consider  the  Act  carefully  until  it  became  ray 
duty  to  pronounce  judgment  in  cases  brought  before  me  under  it.  I  have  found  that 
sometimes  witnesses  have  induced  parties  to  sell  liquor  for  the  purpose  of  securing  con- 
viction against  them.     That,  however,  occurs  very  seldom  now. 

17887.  By  what  means  1 — In  my  experience  I  have  found  that  parties  have  been 
induced  to  sell  by  persons  who  sought  to  obtain  convictions  against  them.  This  does 
not  occur  now,  because  I  have  expressed  myself  very  strongly  in  regard  to  that  way  of 
obtaining  convictions. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

17888.  Persons  have  been  induced  to  break  the  law  and  have  then  been  proceeded 
against  for  violation  of  it? — Yes;  but  this  has  not  occurred  for  some  years,  to  my 
knowledge. 

By  Jtidge  McDonald : 

17889.  You  frowned  down  such  a  course  of  procedure  ? — I  intimated  that  it  was  a 
very  immoral  proceeding. 

17890.  How  do  you  find  the  machinery  of  the  Act  to  work  1  Do  you  find  it  satis- 
factory, taking  for  example  the  mode  of  procedure  ? — As  regards  the  machinery  of  the 
Act,  I  may  say  this :  the  forms  for  proceedings  for  a  first,  second  and  third  offence  I 
settled,  and  any  one  reasonably  qualified  can  fill  them  up  properly. 

1 7891.  Are  the  informations  generally  filled  up  by  the  Clerk  ? — Yes.  I  settled  the 
forms  some  time  ago,  they  are  printed  and  may  be  filled  up  by  almost  any  ona 

Neil  McQuarrie. 
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1 7892.  Do  you  find  any  difficulty  in  these  cases,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  evidence 
is  given  by  witnesses  1 — For  some  years  there  was  considerable  trouble.  Stuff  was  being 
sold  that  was  called  Schenck  beer  and  hop  beer.  Witnesses  who  were  brought  forward 
were  not  able  to  say  whether  it  was  intoxicating  or  not,  but  finally  it  was  satisfactorily 
settled  that  it  was  intoxicating,  and  now  there  is  no  more  dispute  on  that  point. 
During  the  last  few  years  this  point  has  not  come  before  me  at  all. 

17893.  Are  you  also  troubled  with  Peruvian  beer  1 — I  deal  with  those  beers  in  this 
way  :  When  a  case  is  b^'ought  against  a  party  for  having  sold  intoxicating  liquor,  the 
fact  has  to  be  proved,  otherwise  I  cannot  convict. 

17894.  Have  you  had  reason  to  suppose  from  evidence  given  in  these  cases  that  the 
names  just  mentioned  covered  intoxicating  liquors? — I  have  had  a  suspicion  in  some 
cases  that  these  beers  were  really  what  might  be  c  lUed  ale ;  vstill,  I  had  not  legal  proof. 

17895.  Have  you  had  reason  to  believe  that  there  was  perjury  committed  in  these 
cases  to  any  extent  more  than  in  other  cases  ? — I  should  not  like  to  say  that  witnesses 
deliberately  perjured  themselves.  Perhaps  they  took  such  drink  and  did  not  actually 
know  whether  it  was  intoxicating  or  not.  I  have  no  right  to  say  otherwise.  There  are 
some  witnesses  who  give  evidence  honestly  and  endeavour  faithfully  to  state  what  is 
correct.  The  general  view  is  that  the  Act  has  given  rise  to  perjury,  but  I  do  not  think 
that  that  is  invariably  the  case.  Of  course  there  may  be  some  men  who  are  Vather 
defective  in  regard  to  morals,  but  beyond  that  I  do  not  think  I  am  prepared  to  go. 

17896.  Do  you  find  in  any  other  cases  that  come  before  you  for  trial,  apart  from 
drunkenness,  the  cause  may  be  attributed  to  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors? — The 
criminal  list  in  Summerside  is  very  limited  and  would  hardly  form  a  basis  on  which  to 
arrive  at  an  opinion.  Speaking  from  recollection  of  the  cases  coming  before  me,  those 
for  petty  larceny,  for  example,  are  not  due  to  liquor ;  and  I  cannot  say,  outside  of  the 
convictions  for  drunkenness,  that  liquor  is  an  element  in  the  criminal  calendar.  The 
only  cases  flowing  from  drunkenness  that  I  can  recollect  just  now  is  a  case  or  two  of 
assault.  One  case  of  grievous  assault  was  the  result  of  being  drunk.  The  party  is 
now  in  jail  and  serving  his  term.  ^  It  was  an  assault  on  a  police  officer. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod : 

17897.  Besides  the  drunks  who  come  before  you,  are  there  many  other  offenders  1— 
No ;  leaving  out  violations  of  the  Scott  Act  and  drunks,  there  are  not  many  offences 
committed  in  this  town. 

17898.  Have  you  observed  that  any  proportion  of  petty  offences  tried  before  you 
are  attributable  to  drink,  petty  thefts,  disorders  and  the  like  ? — No,  I  cannot  say  that 
such  is  the  case.  I  do  not  think  drinking  had  anything  to  do  with  them.  Of  the  larceny 
cases  that  come  before  me,  I  do  not  think  the  prisoners  drank  at  all. 

17899.  You  do  not  think  the  parties  were  drunk.  But  do  you  know  whether  the 
juveniles  who  have  been  guilty  of  petty  offences  had  drinking  parents  who  neglected 
them,  and  this  way  their  crime  might  be  traced  to  drink  ? — I  do  not  think  their  parents 
were  addicted  to  drink ;  in  fact  I  think  their  parents  were  addicted  to  the  other  habit, 
that  of  larceny. 

17900.  Do  you  find  that  the  criminal  cases  have  diminished  within  the  last  10  or  15 
years  or  during  your  term  of  office  ? — The  number  is  hardly  sufficient  to  form  a  basis. 
Some  years  there  will  be  a  few  petty  cases  and  other  years  none. 

17901.  Is  there  a  very  small  amount  of  that  kind  of  crime? — Very  small. 

17902.  Speaking  of  violations  of  the  Scott  Act,  you  say  you  have  had  convictions 
for  first  and  second  offences.  Have  there  been  commitments  to  jail  in  default  of  pay- 
ment of  fines  ? — There  have  been. 

17903.  Have  the  fines  in  every  case  been  paid  or  the  parties  committed  to  jail  ? — 
I  have  not  a  record  of  the  payment  of  fines  here ; .  I  think  in  every  case  where  the  fines 
were  not  collected,  there  were  steps  taken  to  have  the  parties  committed. 

17904.  Where  was  the  difficulty  in  regard  to  making  collections  ? — In  some  instan- 
ces the  party  did  not  have  anything.  Perhaps  he  had  a  family  depending  on  his 
exertions  for  support,  and  he  honestly  intended  not  to  sell  any  more. 

'      17905.  There  was  no  agreement  made  that  he  should  not  sell? — There  was  no 
agreement ;  I  have  heard  that  they  intended  not  to  sell. 
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17906.  Then  there  have  been  parties  who  have  been  fined,  and  although  they  made 
default,  they  have  not  been  sent  to  jail  ? — There  have  been  cases  in  which  parties  have 
been  fined,  and  although  they  did  not  pay,  they  have  not  been  sent  to  jail. 

1 7907.  What  was  the  reason  ? — The  reason  given  sometimes  has  been  that  the  person 
had  a  family  of  children  to  support,  and  if  sent  to  jail,  he  would  not  be  able  to  support 
them.  These  persons  have  had  interviews  with  myself.  I  have  afterwards  mentioned 
these  circumstances  to  the  police  officer,  and  have  told  him  it  was  a  matter  which  he 
had  better  carefully  consider.  The  person,  who  has  sometimes  been  a  woman,  has  not 
been  sent  to  jail. 

17908.  Have  there  not  been  cases  sent  to  jail  in  Summerside? — ifes,  in  some  cases 
when  parties  have  been  fined  for  the  first  offence,  they  have  preferred  to  go  to  jail  rather 
than  pay.  In  the  practical  working  of  the  Act  we  find  that  the  imposition  of  fines  for 
a  first  offence  is  perhaps  more  effective  than  imprisonment  for  a  third  offence.  The  penalty 
for  the  third  offence  is  imprisonment,  and  the  evidence  must  be  positive,  while  charges 
laid  for  the  first  or  second  offence  can  be  proved  more  readily  and  convictions  more 
easily  obtained. 

1 7909-1 0.  And  money  is  thus  soured  for  the  town  treasury  ? — Or  any  other  purpose. 
As  I.  have  intimated  already,  a  number  of  fines  were  imposed  under  charges  for  the 
first  offence,  and  rather  than  pay  the  parties  went  to  jail. 

17911.  More  money  was  thus  received  into  the  treasury  1 — Yes,  by  imposing  fines 
rather  than  by  sentencing  offenders  charged  with  the  third  offence  to  two  months 
imprisonment. 

17912.  There  have  been  convictions  for  third  offences,  I  suppose? — ^Yes,  there 
have  been. 

1791,3.  Is  there  any  reason  why  convictions  for  third  offences  are  not  more 
numerous,  if  third  offences  are  committed  1 — ^The  only  reason  existing  is  what  I  have 
given,  that  the  practical  working  of  the  Act  can  he  more  efficiently  carried  out  by 
imposing  fines.  Why  should  you  proceed  for  third  offences  when  you  can  lay  charges 
for  half  a  dozen  first  or  second  offences  with  the  same  effect  ?  Moreover,  less  trouble 
is  required,  and  less  machinery  is  needed  to  enforce  the  penalties.  I  do  not  think  any 
liquor  seller  can  stand  these  repeated  fines. 

17914.  Do  you  believe  the  imposition  of  penalties  for  first  offence  is  as  effective 
in  preventing  the  sale  of  liquor  as  imprisonment  for  third  offence? — Yes,  and  the 
practical  working  of  the  Act  in  this  town  proves  it.  Any  one  who  considers  the 
history  of  the  Act  as  worked  in  this  town  will  not  hesitate  to  support  my  opinion. 
Certain  offenders  violate  the  law  so  frequently  as  to  get  themselves  into  jail.  Then 
they  have  their  families  selling,  or  they  will  keep  on  selling  in  some  other  way. 

17915.  You  said  that  some  complaints  were  made  respecting  parties  who  had 
made  purchases  for  the  purpose  of  getting  a  case  ? — Yes. 

17916.  Was  that  regarded  as  voluntary  detective  service? — ^I  do  not  know  what 
manner  of  service  it  would  be  called.  I  remember  one  person  who  came  before  me 
went  about  endeavouring  to  secure  cases  against  sellers  by  purchasing  from  them.  I 
think  there  was  some  detective  service  outside  of  that,  but  it  never  came  before  me. 

17917.  Take  the  case  of  a  person  who  is  charged  with  violating  the  law  by  some 
person  who  has  made  a  purchase  with  that  object  in  view.  Might  not  this  purchase 
have  been  made  because  difficulty  was  experienced  in  detecting  the  sale  of  liquor  by  a 
party  who  had  been  regularly  selling  it  ?— Nothing  of  that  kind  came  before  ma 

17918.  Do  you  think  the  person  would  not  have  sold  except  for  the  inducement 
then  held  out  ? — I  do  not  think  that  was  detective  service  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the 
word.  You  are  now  speaking  of  other  matters  that  have  never  come  before  me.  I 
think  there  were  parties  going  round  who  were  buying  liquor  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
the  conviction  of  the  sellers ;  but  nothing  of  the  kind  has  been  carried  on  since  I  have 
been  appointed. 

17919.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  purchases  had  been  made  with  no  other  object 
in  view  than  that  of  getting  a  case  of  violation  against  the  sellers  ? — In  the  particular 
case  to  which  I  referred,  which  came  before  me,  the  liquor  was  sought  .to  be  bought  for 
a  party  who  was  sick.  The  person  refused  to  sell  it  at  first,  but  was  induced  after- 
wards to  do  so,  for  it  was  for  a  certain  person  who  was  ill. 

Neil  McQu arris. 
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17920.  Was  the  party  who  made  the  sale  believed  to  be  a  person  who  was 
regularly  conducting  an  illicit  business  ? — No,  he  was  not  in  the  illicit  business,  he  was 
supposed  to  be  selling  within  the  law. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

17921.  You  disapprove  of  that  kind  of  business? — ^Yes. 
By  Rev,  Br,  McLeod : 

17922.  Were  you  in  Summerside  during  the  license  period? — I  came  in  1879.  I 
do  not  think  the  Scott  Act  came  into  force  till  1881,  but  my  recollection  may  be  wrong. 
I  think  after  I  came  to  Summerside  liquor  was  sold  over  the  county  in  open  bars. 
When  the  Scott  Act  came  into  force,  that  sale  ceased. 

17923.  So  you  have  not  any  recollection  of  any  period  under  license? — No,  except- 
ing prior  to  my  coming  to  Summerside. 

17924.  You  cannot  compare  Summerside  under  license  with  it  under  the  Scott 
Act?— No. 

17925.  Can  you  compare  any  community  under  license  with  a  community  under 
the  Scott  Act  ? — The  southern  part  of  King's  County  was  under  a  license  system,  but  no 
licenses  were  issued. 

17926.  The  prohibitory  features  of  the  license  law  were  in  operation? — Local  option 
was  in  force. 

17927.  The  people  took  advantage  of  the  prohibitory  clauses  of  the  license  law  and 
no  licenses  were  issued  ? — Yes. 

By  Mr,  Gigmdt : 

17928.  Could  you  furnish  the  Commission  with  a  statement  showing  the  convictions 
for  crime,  year  by  year  ? — I  have  not  a  statement  of  the  crime  in  general.  The  state- 
ment I  have  is  limited  to  convictions  under  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  and  convictions 
for  drunkenness. 

17929.  Have  the  citizens  endeavoured  to  enforce  the  Scott  Act  while  you  have 
been  Police  Magistrate  ? — I  cannot  say  to  what  extent  the  citizens  have  done  so.  I  do 
not  know  to  what  extent  the  citizens  have  assisted  me,  but  I  think  they  have  made 
more  efforts  at  some  times  than  at  others  to  enforce  the  Act.  The  members  of  the 
temperance  societies  should  know  more  about  that  matter  than  I  do,  because  the  infor- 
mations are  laid  and  the  cases  are  brought  before  me  by  them,  sometimes  more 
frequently  and  sometimes  with  more  force  than  at  other  times.  I  suppose  they  assist 
the  officials  in  gathering  information. 

1 7930.  Do  you  know  if  the  clergy  and  the  temperance  organizations  have  done  a 
good  deal  here  towards  promoting  temperance? — I  think  so.  I  believe  the  temperance 
sentiment  is  growing  here.  I  think  there  is  far  less  drinking  done  than  formerly.  I 
do  not  hold  that  the  number  of  convictions  for  drunkenness  is  a  true  index  of  the  drink- 
ing that  is  taking  place,  but  I  believe  the  people  are  coming  to  recognize  that  it  is 
necessary  to  abstain  and  cease  to  be  beasts.  I  think  that  general  sentiment  is  tending 
to  temperance,  and  of  course  temperance  societies  and  the  clergy  are  at  the  present  day 
doing  a  great  deal  in  this  direction.     I  have  no  doubt  in  regard  to  that  matter. 

By  Mr,  Clarke : 

17931.  Yoa  have  said  there  is  a  great  deal  of  similarity  in  the  number  of  con- 
victions made  by  you  each  year  ? — Yes. 

1 7932.  How  do  you  account  for  that  ? — I  have  not  the  slightest  idea  how  it  happens. 

17933.  Is  there  a  given  number  of  persons  in  the  business,  and  is  each  brought 
before  you  a  number  of  times  yearly  ? — There  are  two  places  in  the  town  that  are  prin- 
cipally supposed  to  sell  liquor,  and  they  are  convicted  more  frequently. 

17934.  Are  they  convicted  more  frequently  and  sell  more?— Yes. 

17935.  And  the  smaller  fry  get  off? — That  seems  to  have  been  the  case,  more  par- 
ticularly of  late  years ;  prior  to  that,  there  were  quite  a  number  selling.  Away  back, 
when  I  was  endeavouring  to  enforce  the  Act,  I  found  this  difficulty  occurred,  that  the 
parties  would  stop  the  prosecutions  for  a  time,  and  the  trade  would  fall  into  the  hands 
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of  some  low  dens  that  would  be  very  difficult  to  get  at.     They  seem  to  have  dropped  out. 
•  I  do  not  think  there  are  many  small,  low  places  selling  now,  not  nearly  as  many  as 
formerly. 

17936.  Then  the  effect  of  the  rigid  enforcement  of  the  Act  would  be  to  cause  the 
better  class  of  sellers  to  drop  out  and  the  trade  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  more  disrepu- 
table people  ? — That  is  what  occurred. 

17937.  That  has  been  your  experience? — Yes  ;  but  whether  that  would  repeat  it- 
self, I  do  not  know.  Possibly  those  people  have  ceased  to  do  business,  and  will  never 
go  into  it  again. 

17938.  If  the  law  were  more  rigidly  enforced  here,  would  that  be  the  effect  ^My 
opinion  is  that  persons  once  out  of  it  would  hardly  go  into  it  again. 

17939.  Would  the  places  of  those  dealers  driven  out  of  the  trade  be  taken  by 
less  reputable  people? — I  do  not  think  any  reputable  people  would  come  now  and 
take  hold. 

17940.  The  trade  is  now  in  the  hands  of  disreputable  people? — The  trade  is  in  the 
hands  of  people  who  always  deal  in  liquor — I  will  not  say  they  are  disreputable 
— and  they  are  dealing  in  it  still,  I  presume. 

17941.  Have  you  any  doubt  that  those  people  are  selling  liquor :  is  there  any  rea- 
sonable doubt  that  liquor  has  been  sold  by  them  ? — My  opinion  is  that  they  are  selling. 

17942.  Could  you  tell  the  Commission  anything  in  regard  to  the  duties  of  the 
County  Inspector  ?  We  understood  from  the  Mayor  that  the  County  Inspector  had 
jurisdiction  over  Summerside,  which  belongs  to  Prince  County.  Is  there  any  obstacle 
to  the  Inspector  aiding  the  police  in  the  more  vigorous  enforcement  of  the  law  ? — There 
is  no  obstacle. 

17943.  Is  the  law  as  well  enforced  as  it  should  be  ? — I  presume  there  could  be  more 
fines  imposed. 

17944.  Would  public  opinion  sustain  a  more  vigorous  enforcement  of  the  law!— It 
is  important  to  endeavour  to  improve  the  machinery. 

17945.  But  you  have  the  County  Inspector  and  the  constables  of  the  town  to  en- 
force the  Act  ? — Yes. 

17946.  What  other  machinery  is  needed  for  the  enforcement  of  the  Act? — That 
is  machinery. 

17947.  Is  there  anything  wrong  with  the  machinery? — There  is  nothing  wrong.  I 
say  that  whether  public  opinion  would  support  them  or  not,  if  they  chose  to  go  ahead,  they 
would  have  a  right  to  do  so. 

17948.  Do  you  think  they  do  their  duty? — I  am  really  not  in  a  position  to  say.  I 
do  not  know  what  difficulties  they  have  to  meet  in  getting  evidence. 

17949.  Have  complaints  reached  you  that  they  have  been  derelict  in  the  discharj^ 
of  their  duties  under  the  Act  ? — I  do  not  think  any  one  ever  complained  to  me. 

17950.  Have  you  noticed  reports  in  the  newspapers,  or  have  meetings  been  held  to 
protest  against  the  conduct  of  the  officers  ? — Not  against  the  officers. 

17951.  Then  they  have  done  their  duty  fairly  well? — There  have  been  meetings 
held  at  election  times,  the  effects  of  which  passed  off  after  a  moment. 

17952.  But  the  officers  are  doing  their  duty  fairly  well  ? — Yes.  The  only  thing  I 
know  is  this  :  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  give  instructions  that  any  prosecutions  may  be 
instituted,  because  I  am  supposed  to  act  independently  on  cases  brought  before  me 
and  on  which  I  give  judgment ;  I  have  given  general  instructions,  that  if  there  was 
drinking  going  on,  the  people  who  drank,  as  well  as  those  who  sold  the  liquor,  should  be 
prosecuted.     I  must  say  that  the  police  never  hesitated  to  do  what  they  could. 

By  Mr,  Gigcmlt : 

17953.  You  spoke  of  two  places  selling  liquor.  I  suppose  those  parties  are  in  addi- 
tion to  the  licensed  vendor  ? — Yes.  The  licensed  vendor  has  not  been  before  me  for 
years.  He  was  before  me  the  first  year  or  so  he  was  appointed,  and  he  was  charged 
with  irregularities  as  to  certificates.  I  think  he  was  once  convicted,  indeed  I  know  that 
he  was  convicted  once. 

Neil  McQuarrie. 
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17954.  For  selling  irregularly? — The  conviction  was  on  the  charge  that  he  allowed 
parties  to  drink  on  the  premises.  The  question  arose  as  to  what  constituted  the  pre- 
mises.    I  held  that  the  liquor  had  been  drank  on  the  premises,  and  I  convicted  him. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

17955.  Is  the  County  Inspector  appointed  by  the  Provincial  Government? — Yes. 

17956.  And  the  police  are  appointed  by  the  town? — Yes. 

17957.  Is  he,  an  officer  of  the  Provincial  Grovernment,  together  with  the  police  ap- 
pointed by  the  town,  authorized  to  enforce  the  Act  here  ? — Yes.  You  have  spoken  about 
jurisdiction :  there  is  no  limit  to  the  jurisdiction  as  regards  the  enforcement  of  the  Act. 
Any  person  can  try  to  enforce  it  in  any  place. 

17958.  The  Commission  have  been  trying  to  ascertain  whether  the  appointment  of 
officials  by  the  Dominion  Government  would  be  more  effective  than  appointments  made 
by  the  local  authorities,  but  in  this  town  the  question  is  more  settled  than  in  most 
places  by  having  a  county  officer,  who  has  jurisdiction  as  well  as  the  local  officers.  Would 
the  appointment  of  Dominion  officers  be  an  improvement,  in  your  opinion  ? — I  do  not 
think  so.  I  believe  the  officers  appointed  are  afj  good  men  as  can  be  selected,  both  the 
•officers  appointed  by  the  Local  Government  and  by  the  town. 

17959.  And  the  present  condition  prevails,  notwithstanding  the  honest,  reasonable 
iMid  persistent  efforts  made  to  enforce  the  law  ? — A.  Yes.  The  efforts  to  enforce  the 
law  were,  in  former  times,  spasmodic.  A  strong  effort  would  be  made  to  enforce  the 
Act ;  then  the  people  would  become  satisfied  with  the  existing  state  of  affairs,  and  by 
and  by  selling  would  be  resumed.  Then  another  spasmodic  effort  would  be  made.  So 
in  looking  back  at  our  experience,  viewing  it  from  a  common  sense  standpoint,  I  have 
to  say  this  :  that  I  think  liquor  selling  has  been  curtailed,  that  there  is  less  drinking, 
now  in  the  town,  and  that  there  is  a  gradual  tendency  in  that  direction. 

1 7960.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  quantity  of  liquor  imported  for  family  use  ? 
— I  do  not  know  very  much  in  regard  to  that  matter. 

17961.  Have  you  any  knowledge  as  to  how  much  has  been  imported? — I  have  not. 

17962.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  sale  of  patent  medicines  ?  Do  you  know 
if  the  sale  of  patent  medicines  has  increased  during  the  last  five  or  six  years  out  of  all 
proportion  to  the  population  ? — Patent  medicines  are  sold  by  druggists,  I  cannot  say  to 
what  extent. 

17963.  It  has  been  alleged  that,  in  some  instances,  they  contain  considerable  quan- 
tities of  alcohol  ? — I  do  not  know  about  that. 

17964.  In  regard  to  third  offence  convictions :  is  the  law  administered  and  enforced 
under  the  present  system  as  regards  first  and  second  as  well  as  third  convictions  ? — It 
is.  I  fail  to  see  the  necessity  of  a  vigorous  enforcement  of  the  law  as  regards  third 
offences. 

17965-6.  If  the  officials  were  persistent  in  pressing  third  offences  might  they  not  be 
the  means  of  driving  the  people  out  of  the  trade  ? — The  trouble  has  been  that  they 
were  too  fond  of  going  to  jail  rather  than  paying  up  their  fines. 

17967.  But  they  must  pay  up  their  fines,  we  understand  ? — If  they  have  nothing 
to  seize  we  cannot  obtain  anything,  and  the  people  will  go  to  jail. 

17968.  Are  they  treated  there  as  ordinary  felons  ? — No,  the  offence  is  not  a  felony, 
but  a  misdemeanour. 

17969.  Are  they  treated  as  ordinary  drunks,  who  are  committed  in  default  of 
pa3ring  a  fine  ? — I  presume  so. 

17970.  Have  they  the  same  food  supplied  to  them? — Their  friends,  of  course, 
supply  them  with  food. 

17971.  Can  the  friends  of  ordinary  drunks  supply  the  prisoners  with  food? — Yes. 

17972.  Subject  to  the  same  discipline  ? — Yes.  Similar  treatment  should  be  extended 
to  the  party  who  drinks  as  the  party  who  sells  liquor ;  that  is  the  right  way. 

17973.  They  are  treated  the  same  as  other  prisoners  ? — I  think  they  are  subjected 
to  more  discipline  than  are  persons  imprisoned  for  debt. 

17974.  I  ask  this  question,  because  in  another  place  the  persons  imprisoned  for 
Scott  Act  offences  were  treated  more  like  guests  than  prisoners ;  they  were  not  treated 
as  ordinary  prisoners  at  all.     You  say  that  these  offenders  on  being  convicted  here  are 
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treated  as  ordinary  prisoners  ? — They  may  be  treated  somewhat  better,  but  as  regards 
the  officials  of  the  jail,    these  men  are  treated  the  same. 

17975.  Additional  food  is  not  allowed  to  be  conveyed  to  persons  con\'icted  under 
the  Scott  Act  ?— No. 

17976.  So,  on  the  whole,  you  think  the  law  is  fairly  well  enforced  here? — I  do  not 
think  I  can  say  that.  There  is  this  about  living  here  :  the  Scott  Act  is  in  force,  and 
yet  liquor  is  being  sold,  and  it  is  being  sold  contrary  to  the  law.  That  does  not  show 
a  good  moral  tone,  that  is  a  feature  I  do  not  like. 

17977.  You  think  that  the  moral  effect  of  having  a  law  on  the  statute-book 
that  is  repeatedly  and  flagrantly  violated,  is  bad? — Yes.  I  do  not  think  that  the  people 
so  understand  it,  but  it  is  not  a  healthy  condition  of  things,  and  I  do  not  approve  of 

■  that  kind  of  thing.  The  law  should  be  such  a  law  that  it  can  be  enforced.  If  the 
^ople  are  not  ready  to  enforce  the  law,  it  should  not  be  attempted  to  be  applied  here. 
That  is  the  weak  feature  of  the  Scott  Act.  The  people  are  getting  on  very  well  under 
it,  but  there  is  that  unfortunate  feature  about  it,  and  it  does  not  look  welL 

17978.  Do  you  attribute  the  partial  enforcement  of  the  law  to  the  strong  public 
opinion  behind  it  ? — Very  strong  efforts  have  been  made  in  times  gone  by  to  enforce 
the  Act,  and  with  partial  success.  I  have  often  wondered  why  the  Act  is  not  more 
efficient.  When  private  individuals  take  hold  of  it,  they  soon  find  that  their  efforts 
interfere  with  their  regular  business,  and  they  drop  them.  No  private  individual  will 
face  that  fact  and  persistently  endeavour  to  carry  out  the  Act.  The  officials  are  left 
to  do  this  work,  and  they  experience  considerably  more  difficulty  in  getting  evidence 
than  do  private  individuals.  There  are  many  reasons  for  this.  I  do  not  know  exactly 
what  the  ehief  reason  is.  My  own  private  opinion  is  that  the  weakness  lies  in  the  kw 
itself,  in  fact  that  as  it  must  be  equally  wrong  to  buy  as  to  sell,  the  law  should  say  sa 

17979.  Do  you  consider  that  the  Scott  Act  is  in  any  degree  class  legislation?—! 
think  that  is  the  trouble,  I  think  the  State  hns  no  right  to  pass  class  legislation. 

1 7980.  And  do  you  think  this  is  class  legislation  ?  — Yes.  As  one  class  is  supposed  to 
be  weaker  than  another  so  there  is  the  greater  reason  why  the  State  should  protect  its 
members  and  not  place  them  under  the  temptation  of  violating  the  law,  because  frequent 
violation  of  the  law  tends  to  degrade  the  people.  The  people  who  made  the  law  should 
know  that  the  law  will  be  carried  out,  and  that  they  are  making  a  class  of  offences 
which  can  be  prosecuted  and  punished. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod: 

18981.  Is  not  the  same  thing  true  of  other  laws?  At  all  events,  is  not  the  same 
thing  true  of  any  other  law  of  this  nature  ? — No  other  law  occurs  to  me  at  the  moment 
Quite  independent  of  the  question  of  law,  I  would  denounce  this  state  of  thini^s  as 
wrong  because  after  all  it  is  a  municipal  regulation,  and  if  a  municipal  regulation  reflects 
the  honesty  of  the  voters,  then  that  law  must  have  a  certain  amount  of  morality  about  it 

17982.  You  have  spoken  of  the  law  as  class  legislation.  What  do  you  mean  by 
that?- -What  I  mean  is  this:  A  certain  class  of  people  have  been  liquor  sellers,  they 
were  so  at  the  time  the  law  was  passed  ;  they  had  their  customers,  and  they  made  their 
living  by  their  trade,  and  a  good  many  have  continued  to  do  so  since.  This  law  said 
to  them  :  You  shall  not  sell.  But  the  customers  came,  and  said  :  Here  is  our  money, 
sell  to  us,  for  no  one  will  know  anything  about  it.  In  that  way  these  dealers  have  been 
surrounded  by  temptation  to  make  money,  which  is  the  great  wish  of  every  man. 

17983.  If  that  defect  were  removed,  ]^ould  the  law  be  remedied  as  regards  class 
legislation  ? — It  would  take  away  the  only  point  in  the  law  which  is  against  morab'ty. 
I  say  that  we  have  gone  off  at  a  tangent  and  must  come  back  to  the  point  of  junction, 
and  then  go  right  ahead.  The  only  way  to  proceed  in  regard  to  prohibition  is  to  go 
straight. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

1 7984.  Is  it  not  class  legislation  when  a  law  prohibits  the  open  sale  of  liquor  in  a  Scott 
Act  district  and  at  the  same  time  permits  well-to-do  people  to  bring  in  liquor  for  family 
use  ? — No,  I  cannot  say  that,  for  some  men  have  luxuries  because  they  can  afford  them, 
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while  other  men  have  to  do  without  them  ;  yet  there  is  no  law  forbidding  persons  obtain- 
ing them.  The  law  simply  says,  you  shall  ^ot  sell  liquor ;  if  it  said,  you  shall  not  buy 
liquor,  there  would  be  no  class  legislation  about  it. 

By  Mr,  GigavXt : 

17985.  Do  you  know  any  law  that  is  violated  as  openly  in  Summerside  as  the 
Scott  Act  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  law.  Of  course  there  may  be  ;  the  Scott 
Act  is  more  spoken  about  than  are  other  laws,  but  speaking  off-hand,  I  do  not  know 
any  law  that  is  as  openly  violated. 


THOMAS  GOFF,  of  Summerside,  police  officer,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

17986.  What  office  do  you  hold  ? — I  am  senior  policeman  of  the  town. 

17987.  Who  is  the  other  policeman  ? — John  McAull. 

17988.  Do  you  act  in  connection  with  the  Scott  Act  cases? — Yes. 

17989.  How  long  have  you  been  constable  ? — About  six  years. 

17990.  Has  the  Scott  Act  been  in  force  all  that  time? — Yes. 

17991.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  the  Act  is  thoroughly  enforced  in  the  town,  or 
do  you  believe  any  liquor  is  being  sold  here  ? — Yes. 

17992.  Is  much  being  sold?— -I  should  say  considerable. 

17993.  Is  it  being  sold  in  many  places  ? — In  half  a  dozen  at  least,  but  in  how  many 
more  I  do  not  know. 

17994.  Are  those  parties  occasionally  fined  ? — Yes. 

17995.  Do  you  find  that  the  provisions  of  the  law  are  sometimes  more  vigorously 
enforced  than  at  other  times  ? — Yes. 

17996.  What  are  your  instructions  from  the  Council  or  the  Mayor  of  the  town? — 
They  have  not  given  me  very  many  instructions. 

17997.  Have  they  told  you  to  see  that  the  law  is  enforced  ? — Yes. 

17998.  Have  you  as  far  as  you  could  reasonably  do  so,  carried  out  those  instruc- 
tions?— Yes,  we  have.  I  believe  we  could  enforce  it  more  vigorously,  I  do  not  think 
there  is  the  slightest  doubt  about  that. 

17999.  What  assistance  would  you  require  to  enable  you  to  do  so? — I  should  sup- 
pose we  would  want  the  public  sentiment  behind  us.  If  we  should  lose  the  confidence 
of  the  people,  we  would  be  likely  to  lose  our  places.  The  people  are  represented  in  the 
City  Council.  We  are  governed  to  a  certain  extent  in  all  our  movements  by  the  wishes 
of  the  majority  of  the  people. 

18000.  Do  you  think  the  majority  of  the  people  are  not  in  favour  of  a  more 
vigorous  enforcement  of  the  law  than  there  is  at  present  ? — They  have  said  so  by  the 
votes  of  the  Council  at  meetings. 

18001.  Is  that  your  guide  ? — Yes,  to  a  certain  extent.  It  is  only  lately  that  I  have 
been  connected  with  the  enforcement  of  the  law.  Before  that  time,  up  to  last  winter, 
there  was  a  paid  prosecutor.  Now  we  do  the  work  jointly  as  it  suits  ourselves,  each 
officer  having  the  same  power. 

18002.  You  have  not  much  drunkenness,  I  suppose  ? — Not  a  great  deal. 

18003.  Who  are  the  people  who  get  drunk  :  are  they  townspeople  or  people  who 
come  in  from  a  distance  ? — A  few  live  in  the  town  who  are  habitual  drunkards. 

18004.  Do  they  appear  before  the  Court  over  and  over  again  ? — Yes. 

18005.  And  strangers  come  in  and  get  drunk  sometimes? — Yes,  sometimes.  But 
as  a  rule  they  are  more  sober  or  better  able  to  drink,  and  do  not  get  drunk.  I  think 
the  peaceable  condition  of  the  town  is,  in  a  great  degree,  to  be  credited  to  the  Scott 
Act,  in  this  way,  that  if  we  find  there  has  been  a  quarrel  or  a  drunken  brawl  in  any 
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of  the  houses,  we  make  a  vigorous  eflfort  to  discover  the  place,  and  we  fine  the  pro- 
prietor  $50. 

18006.  You  compel  those  peopje  to  be  careful  not  to  allow  drunkenness  in  their 
houses  1 — They  are  very  careful  in  that  way. 

18007.  They  are  careful  to  sell  in  moderation? — They  try  to  keep  men  from  getting 
drunk. 

18008.  The  Mayor  has  told  us  that  the  police  were  instructed  to  make  arrests  if 
they  found  cases  of  drunkenness? — Our  instructions  are  to  keep  order.  I  have  never 
had  many  instructions  ;  we  are  supposed  to  know  our  duty,  and  we  d<f  it.  We,  like 
every  one  else,  move  with  the  public  sentiment  behind  us,  and  we  move  in  this  way  as 
fast  as  possible. 

18009.  You  have  occasionally  a  gala  day  like  this,  when  there  are  many  strangers 
in  the  town  ? — Yes. 

18010.  Do  you  find  much  increase  in  drunkenness  on  such  days? — Not  much. 

18011.  Is  there  more  drunkenness  on  the  day  Hke  this  than  on  an  ordinary  day!— 
Yes,  because  there  are  more  people. 

18012.  And  a  certain  amount  of  excitement? — Yes. 

18013.  Have  you  found  that,  comparing  the  old  time  with  the  present,  there  is  an 
improvement  now  ? — Yes. 

18014.  Do  you  find  that  improvement  in  the  people  generally  ? — I  believe  that  the 
law  is  educational  in  that  way. 

18015.  You  think  the  law  on  the  whole  is  beneficial? — ^Yes,  very  much  so. 

18016.  Do  you  know  anything  about  its  working  in  the  rural  districts  ? — A  little. 

18017.  How  does  it  work  there  ? — So*far,  it  is  working  very  well.  I  do  not  know 
any  place  selling  liquor  in  the  County  of  Prince — they  sell  beer — I  mean  outside  of  the 
towns  of  Alberton  and  Tignish. 

18018.  How  large  is  Alberton? — It  contains  700  or  800  people. 

18019.  Is  it  a  fishing  village  ? — Yes,  and  a  railroad  terminus. 

18020.  Is  there  a  farming  community  there  ? — Yes,  round  it.     Tignish  is  the  same. 

18021.  Are  they  centres  of  population? — Yes. 

By  Mr.  Gigault : 

18022.  You  have  said  that  the  Act  was  sometimes  more  vigorously  enforced  than  at 
other  times  ? — Yes. 

18023.  When  it  was  enforced  more  vigorously,  to  what  did  you  attribute  it  ?— To 
something  that  happened  in  the  town.  Perhaps  a  man  lost  his  life  through  drink.  Then 
the  people  would  wake  up,  the  temperance  people  would  rally  and  an  effort  would  be 
made  to  enforce  the  law  more  vigorously.  For  instance,  in  the  fall  of  1890,  as  you  can 
see  by  turning  up  the  accounts  in  the  newspapers,  we  had  a  case  where  a  man  lost  his 
life  by  drink.  The  people  bound  themselves  together  in  the  league,  and  in  that  year  we 
had  25  convictions  for  first  offence,  besides  other  cases  that  were  brought,  in  which  we 
did  not  secure  convictions.  We  had  five  charges  for  second  offence  and  four  for  third 
offence.  During  the  year  previous  we  had  17  convictions  for  first  offence  and  none  for 
second  or  third  offence.  The  year  after  it,  we  had  15  convictions  for  first  offence  and 
two  for  second. 

18024.  Were  you  in  this  town  when  it  was  under  a  License  Act?— Yes,  I  have 
been  here  nearly  31  years. 

18025.  Do  you  know  how  many  places  were  licensed  to  sell  liquor  ? — I  think  there 
were  17  places  licensed  when  the  Scott  Act  came  into  force.  We  first  operated  the 
Scott  Act  in  1880.     In  that  year  there  were  five  convictions.  cw.^  «   '  ^■' 

18026.  There  were  17  places  you  say? — Yes,  there  were  17  licensed  houses.  I 
looked  up  the  number  not  very  long  ago.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  trouble  to  keep  the 
law  in  force. 

18027.  Was  there  any  illicit  selling  going  on? — Yes,  we  proved  it  several  times. 

18028.  Was  illicit  selling  going  on  in  many  places? — I  ^ould  say  in  four  or  five 
places  at  least.     Then,  of  course,  there  were  the  17Jicensed  houses. 
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18029.  Was  any  shipbuilding  going  on  here  when  the  license  law  was  in  force? — 
Yes,  there  was  shipbuilding.  We  had  17  or  18  vessels  building  along  the  shore  each 
year  for  a  number  of  years.  I  followed  that  business  myself  and  built  ships  here  a  good 
while. 

18030.  Have  the  temperance  organizations  here  done  a  great  deal  towards  promo- 
ting temperance  ? — I  think  they  have.  The  proof  of  it  is,  that  when  they  are  a  little 
vigorous,  the  law  is  better  enforced.  The  doors  of  the  places  were  kept  clc»sed  for  about 
three  years,  and  it  was  impossible  for  an  officer  to  enter  unless  he  stole  a  march  on 
them. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod : 

18031.  Referring  to  the  license  period,  you  have  said  that  there  was  always  some 
illicit  sale.  Are  you  aware  that  the  men  who  held  licenses  violated  the  provisions  of  the 
license  law  ? — Yes,  they  did. 

18032.  Did  they  sell  after  hours  and  on  Sunday,  and  were  they  fined  for  doing  so? 
—Yes. 

18033.  Did  they  sell  to  minors  and  drunkeA  men  ? — Yes. 

18034.  Was  there  a  good  deal  of  difficulty  experienced  in  keeping  them  within  the 
limits  of  the  license  ? — There  was  nearly  as  much  sold  during  part  of  the  time  as  since 
the  Scott  Act  came  into  force. 

18035.  Do  you  think  that  if  you  and  your  fellow  officer  did  your  very  best  to  more 
rigidly  enforce  the  Act,  the  present  Council  would  dismiss  you  ? — No,  I  do  not  think 
they  would.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that,  but  I  do  not  think  so.  We  have,  I 
presume,  the  public  at  our  back  so  long  as  we  do  right. 

1 8036.  Do  you  remember  exhibition  days  and  other  holidays  under  the  old  license 
system  ? — There  was  no  treating  at  that  time. 

18037.  Did  they  have  races  ? — Yes,  there  were  sometime  races  on  the  track. 

18038.  I  refer  to  days  when  there  were  a  good  many  people  in  the  town.  Would 
the  condition  of  things  then  be  like  what  it  is  here  to-day  ? — I  do  not  think  so  good  ; 
but  T  do  not  visit  those  places  very  much. 

18039*  You  were  not  at  the  place  to  see  what  occurred  ?-— No.  I  was  in  the  town, 
but  at  the  exhibition  they  had  a  good  deal  of  drunkenness. 

18040.  Do  you  believe  that  even  with  the  present  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act,  it 
has  had  a  good  effect  on  the  town  ? — Yes,  I  believe  it  is  having  a  good  effect  now. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

18041.  What  assistance  do  you  get  from  the  County  Inspector? — He  took  up  one 
case,  but  he  did  not  get  a  conviction. 

18042.  To  what  period  are  you  referring? — This  was  in  the  town. 

18043.  During  what  length  of  time  ? — About  one  year. 

18044.  In  one  year  he  took  up  one  case  in  the  town  and  failed  to  secure  conviction? 
—Yes. 

18045.  Is  that  the  only  assistance  he  has  rendered  you  ? — Yes. 

18046.  Is  there  any  obstacle  to  prevent  you  driving  out  these  places  where  liquor 
is  sold  ? — Nothing  that  I  know  of. 

18047.  Could  you  enforce  the  Scott  Act  more  rigorously? — I  believe  we  could, 
perhaps. 

18048.  Why  do  you  not  enforce  it  more  rigidly? — The  other  man  was  at  the 
business  for  some  time  as  prosecutor  in  the  town.  Then  coming  on  as  a  policeman,  six 
months  afterwards,  I  preferred  that  he  should  take  over  the  cases,  and  I  promised  to 
render  him  every  assistance  that  I  could.  I  also  told  him  that  if  he  did  not  care  to 
take  up  the  cases,  I  would  do  so.     There  is  difficulty  in  getting  evidence. 

J_' "^18049.  Has  the  lack  of  public  sentiment  anything  to  do  with  the  less  rigorous 
enforcement  of  the  law  ? — Yes. 

18050.  If  public  sentiment  was  strong  and  vigorous  in  favour  of  the  enforcement 
of  the  law,  would  you  be  compelled  to  act  more  rigorously  than  you  do  ? — Yes.  They 
could  not  make  it  too  strong  for  me. 
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>r.  McLeod :  v 

le  relations  between  the  County  Inspector  and  the  town  officers 

,  so  far  as  I  know. 

the  town  officers  think  the  County  Inspector  should  not  interfere  ?— 

aid  like  him  to  assist. 

Lvate  citizens  lay  informations  against  violators  of  the  law?— Not 

they  act,  are  the  informations  laid  by  you,  or  do  they  consult  the 
any  papers  signed  by  the  Magistrate  and  execute  them, 
irate  parties  come  to  you  or  your  fellow  policeman  with  information, 
We  take  the  information  to  the  Clerk   of  the  town.     If  any  party 
th  information  regarding  illicit  sales  and  give  me  the  proofs,  I  will 

ihe  Clerk ^  always  act  on  that  information? — Always.  He  may  be  a 
but  he  will  attend  to  them  some  time. 

)n  was  made  of  instructions  given  to  you.  Has  the  Council  instructed 
enforce  the  Scott  Act,  the  same  as  every  other  law  1 — They  have  not 

;hey  told  you  to  do  it  ? — They  have  not  told  us  to  go  any  faster  than 

larke : 

•e  a  tacit  understanding  that  you  are  to  go  a  certain  distance  1 — I  do 
distance.  There  is  an  understanding  that  we  shall  not  secure  con- 
ffence  unless  there  are  extreme  cases. 

ipendiary  Magistrate  has  said  that  the  charge  of  third  offence  was 
;h  vital  moment,  because,  if  the  sellers  were  repeatedly  fined,  they 
t  of  the  business,  or  they  would  have  to  go  to  jail  if  they  did  not 
3  the  policy  of  the  friends  of  the  liquor  traffic  not  to  have  third 

>u  carrying  that  plan  out? — Yes. 

Or.  McLeod  : 

I  find  it  very  difficult  to  get  witnesses  in  Scott  Act  cases  ? — We  have 
icult  lately.      We  get  no  assistance  from  the  temperance  people ;  at 
not  done  so  for  a  good  while. 

you  worked  on  your  own  responsibility  ? — Yes,  we  have  got  no 
e  temperance  societies.     Whatever  information  we  get,  obtained  by 

a  have  more  difficulty  in  securing  convictions  for  third  offence  than 

)ffence  ? — I  suppose  so. 

is  the  greatest  difficulty  ? — If  the  charge  is  for  first  offence,  the  party 

e  considers  it  cheaper  to  do  so  than  to  fight  the  case. 

ii  find  the  people  more  ready  to  give  testimony  on  first  offence  rather 

third  offence  charges  ? — Yes. 

■igault  : 

the  Scott  Act  was  adopted,  were  there  any  licensed  places  in  the 
here  were  a  good  many  throughout  the  Island.  There  were  places  at 
iscouche. 

)u  sure  there  were  some  places  selling  before  the  Scott  Act  was 
}hink  liquor  was  sold  in  M iscouche. 

ling  to  information  I  have,  there  was  none  sold. — I  have  seen  liquor 
to  my  own  knowledge,  a  man  was  fined  more  than  once  for  selling 

IS  not  licensed  ? — No,  but  McGillis  had  a  license  there  to  sell  liquor, 
ing  the  road. 

?F. 
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18071.  Any  other  place  ? — Yes,  away  up  on  the  Western  Road,  there  was  Murray, 
Wellington  and  McKnight.  I  should  suppose  the  building  of  the  railway  had  some- 
thing to  do  with  lessening  the  number  of  licensed  houses  on  the  post  road. 

18072.  Had  not  the  number  of  licensed  places  been  decreased  under  the  local 
option  clauses  of  the  License  Act  ? — A.  I  think  so,  in  a  few  instances,  after  the  railway 
had  been  commenced. 


JAMES  GOURLIE,  Town  Clerk  of  Summerside,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

18073.  How  long  have  you  been  Town  Clerk? — 15  or  16  years. 
By  Mr,  Clarke : 

18074.  Do  you  remember  the  condition  of  affairs  which  existed  before  the  passage 
of  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  do  not  know  that  I  do  much. 

18075.  There  was  a  liquor  license  law  before  the  Scott  Act? — Yes. 

18076.  What  was  the  condition  of  affairs  that  existed  then?— I  do  not  know.  Not 
very  bad  I  think. 

18077.  Has  there  been  an  improvement  since? — I  think  there  has. 

18078.  To  what  do  you  attribute  it? — To  the  Canada  Temperance  Act. 

18079.  As  to  the  business  carried  on  and  the  floating  population,  are  the  conditions  in 
the  town  similar  to  those  which  existed  15  or  16  years  ago? — There  was  a  good  deal  of 
ship  building  carried  on  then,  a  considerable  floating  population.     There  is  not  that  now. 

18080.  Was  drinking  indulged  in  by  the  floating  population  and  to  a  large  extent, 
or  by  the  men  engaged  in  ship-building  V—l  guess  labouring  men  were  in  the  habit  of 
drinking. 

18081.  Is  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  well  enforced? — As  well  as  in  any  place  I 
know  ;  I  think  it  is. 

18082.  Do  you  keep  the  records  of  the  Town  Council? — Yes. 

18083.  Has  the  Council  given  instructions,  by  the  passage  of  a  resolution,  to  the 
police  to  enforce  the  Act  ? — Not  by  resolution. 

18084.  By  any  other  means?— I  do  not  think  it;  not  more  than  that  there  is  the 
Act.  We  have  an  Inspector  to  lay  complaints  for  offences  against  the  Act,  and  he 
does  so. 

18085.  Is  he  on  the  police  force? — This  man  did  nothing  else  for  two  or  three  years 
until  last  year,  and  he  is  now  one  of  the  police  officers,  and  they  both  do  the  duty. 

18086.  Do  you  complain  of  the  way  they  do  their  duty  'i — No,  I  think  they  do  it  as 
well  as  they  can. 

18087.  Do  you  receive  any  assistance  from  the  County  Inspector? — We  have  no 
County  Inspector  that  I  know  of.  He  has  no  jurisdiction  over  the  town  that  I  know  of.  He 
never  does  anything  in  the  town.  There  is  a  man  of  the  name  of  Thomas  appointed  by 
the  Government  to  do  these  things,  but  he  generally  takes  the  country  and  leaves  the 
town  to  take  care  of  itself. 

18088.  Mr.  Goffsaid  he  had  made  one  prosecution  in  twelve  months? — I  do  not 
think  so  in  the  town.     I  do  not  remember  it. 

18089.  Has  the  police  force  been  increased  or  decreased  since  the  Canada  Temper- 
ance Act  was  passed  ? — No  ;  the  same  two  men  constitute  the  force. 

18090.  Have  you  a  record  of  the  convictions  for  drunkenness? — Yes.  It  is  the 
same  as  I  gave  to  the  Mayor,  extending  from  1876.  The  Canada  Temperance  Act  did 
not  come  into  force  till  2nd  August,  1880.  The  first  prosecutions  commenced  in  No- 
vember 

18091.  And  have  you  a  return  of  the  arrests  for  drunkenness? — Yes,  they  are  the 
same  as  I  gave  to  the  Mayor. 
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»u  know  anything  as  to  the  enforcement  of  the  Act  outside  the  town ) 

E  have  tried  several  cases  myself  as  a  Magistrate. 

9  County  ? — Yes. 

e?— Some  on  Lot  15,  some  out  at  Alberton,  and  others  in  different 

)  law  fairly  well  enforced  in  the  county  1 — I  think  so. 
in  the  town  also  ? — I  do  not  think  in  the  town  we  could  do  any  better. 
>u  know  anything  of  the  last  election  contest  which  took  place  when 
B  present  members  of  the  Council  were  elected  ? — There  was  a  great 

what  was  it  based  ? — Upon  temperance,  I  presume, 
the  temperance  party  successful  ? — No. 

was  the  principal  contention  ? — I  suppose  they  thought,  perhaps,  that 
b  carry  out  the  Act  as  they  wished.    I  do  not  know.     I  did  not  meddle 

hink  the  Act  is  fairly  well  carried  out  ? — I  do  not  think  it  could  be 

jtter. 

d  you  favour  a  Dominion  Prohibitory  Act  ? — I  would  favour  any  Act 

lown  drinking  of  liquor. 

fon  think  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  has  done  a  great  deal  to  put 

uor  1 — Yes. 

many  places  sell  liquor  here  besides  the  licensed  vendor  1 — I  do  not 

%re  satisfied  with  the  present  officials  ? — I  am. 

d  the  appointment  of  Dominion  officials  tend  to  the  better  enforcement 

Jounty  Inspector  is  appointed  by  the  Provincial  Government? — Yes. 

ihe  police  by  the  town? — Yes. 

u  think  Dominion  officials  would  be  better? — I  do  not 

rigault  : 

you  any  statement  showing  the  number  of  convictions  for  crimes 
ily  the  same  figures  as  are  contained  in  the  statement  given  you  by 
B  are  180  convictions  from  1880  up  to  now. 
iolations  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — Yes. 

lave  no  statements  respecting  other  crimes  ? — I  was  not  asked  to  get 
others.     There  are  such  as  assault  and  battery. 


W.  STRONG,  of  Summerside,  Collector  of  Customs,  on  being  duly 
follows : — 

e  McDonald: 

long  have  you  held  the  position  of  Collector  of  Customs  ? — Nearly  20 

lat  year  were  you  appointed? — In  1873. 
many  outports  have  you  ? — Four. 

are  their  names  ? — Malpeque,  Port  Hill,  Alberton  and  Tignish. 
report  to  you  ? — Yes. 

Dr.  McLeod: 

you  been  a  resident  of  Summerside  longer  than  that  ? — Yes. 

lave  a  good  idea  of  the  history  of  the  town,  covering  how  longt— 

RLIE. 
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18120.  Do  you  remember  the  city  under  the  old  license  system  1 — I  do. 

18121.  Has  the  condition  of  the  city  improved  since  then? — Very  much. 

18122.  Do  you  attribute  any  of  that  improvement  to  the  prohibition  provided  for 
in  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  do. 

18123.  It  is  in  evidence  that  there  are  violations  of  that  law,  and  yet  you  think,  in 
spite  of  the  violations,  the  law  has  had  a  beneficial  effect  ? — It  has. 

18124.  Speaking  of  this  matter  of  public  sentiment,  have  you  any  means  of  know- 
ing whether  the  citizens  generally  desire  the  rigorous  enforcement  of  the  law  ? — I  could 
hardly  say  as  regards  the  majority  of  them,  but  I  know  that  a  great  number  of  those 
to  whom  I  have  spoken  desire  the  rigorous  enforcement  of  the  law. 

*  18125.  It  has  been  said  that  there  are  ^vey  or  six,  or  seven  places  selling  liquor  in 

the  town.  Do  you  know  if  they  are  selling  openly  or  secretly  ? — I  do  not  move  round 
amongst  those  places  at  all,  and  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  say  how  much  they  sell,  or 
whether  they  sell  at  all.     It  is  common  report  that  they  do. 

18126.  Can  you  give  the  Commission  any  figures  respecting  the  importation  of 
liquors  at  Summerside? — I  hurriedly  prepared  a  few  figures  from  1878.  Summerside 
was  not  made  an  independent  port  until  1878.  These  figures  commence  in  June,  1878. 
The  total  quantity  of  brandy,  gin,  whisky  and  so  on  imported  was  in  1878 — that  is 
from  June  to  the  31st  of  December— 1857  gallons,  value  $1,496.  In  1879,  228  gallons 
imported,  value  $275  ;  entered  for  consumption,  384  gallons,  value  $448.  In  1880,  76 
gallons  imported,  value  $94;  entered  for  consumption,  232  gallons,  value  $209.  In 
1881,  276  gallons  imported,  value  $301 ;  entered  for  consumption  246^  gallons,  value 
$258.  In  1882,  574  gallons  imported,  value  $529  ;  entered  for  consumption  348  gallons, 
value,  $321.  In  1883,411  gallons  imported,  value  $374;  entered  for  consumption 
553  gallons,  value  $481.     I  will  now  give  the  figures  for  1888. 

Bu  Mr.  Clarke  : 

18127.  What  were  the  quantities  between  1883  and  1888? — Just  about  the  same, 
but  I  had  not  the  time  to  take  them  out.  In  1888,  934  gallons  imported,  value,  $1,201  ; 
entered  for  consumption  932  gallons,  value  $1,254.  In  1889,  parties  that  usually  im- 
ported did  not  keep  a  bonded  warehouse,  and  they  bought  their  liquor  duty  paid  in 
Halifax,  St.  John  and  elsewhere,  and  consequently  thei*e  were  only  two  or  three  gallons 
imported.  In  1889,  I  collected  no  duty  except  $4  or  $5,  and  it  was  the  same  with 
regard  to  goods  entered  for  consumption,  the  duty  was  paid  at  Halifax.  In  1890,  how- 
ever, a  bonded  warehouse  was  again  established,  and  589  gallons  were  imported,  value 
$779  ;  entered  for  consumption  296  gallons,  value  $375.  In  1891,  1,795  gallons  im- 
ported, value  $1,989;  entered  for  consumption  1,351  J  gallons,  value  $1,487.  That  is 
the  last  record  I  have.    A  part  of  that  importation  remains  on  hand  in  the  warehouse  yet. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod : 

18128.  Has  there  been  a  steady  increase  in  the  quantity  imported? — Yes,  there  is 
an  increase  in  this  last  year,  but  you  see  it  is  not  all  disposed  of.  This  was  an  im- 
portation most  of  which  was  made  in  December,  and  most  of  it  is  carried  now.  From 
the  commencement  of  this  year  till  the  present  time  there  is  very  little  increase. 

18129.  In  1888  there  were  934  gallons  imported,  and  in  1891,  1,795  gallons, 
nearly  double.  Has  there  been  that  increase  in  the  consumption  of  spirits  in 
Summerside,  and  the  places  surrounding  it  ? — It  looks  like  it,  but  I  cannot  tell.  •  I 
would  not  be  disposed  to  think  so,  because,  as  you  remember,  the  Vendor  said  this 
morning  he  bought  considerably  more  than  he  paid  duty  on  here. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

18130.  What  do  you  understand  by  that  ? — For  instance,  in  1889,  he  probably 
had  a  stock  as  large  as  in  1888,  but  he  paid  the  duty  in  Halifax.     He  bought  it  duty  paid. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

18131.  Then  when  the  amount  entered  here  for  consumption  in  1890  appears  as 
296  gallons,  do  you  believe  there  was  a  large  quantity  purchased  in  Halifax  duty  paid  ? 
— I  believe  it. 
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18132.  So  the  difference  between  the  quantity  in  1890  and  in  1891  is  not  the 
difference  between  what  came  here  and  what  was  consumed  here  ? — No. 

18133.  Have  you  any  means  of  showing  what  quantity  was  imported  here,  the 
duty  on  which  was  paid  elsewhere  ? — I  do  not  think  so,  because  it  is  rather 
difficult,  the  base  of  supplies  being  so  far  away.  Before  we  entered  into  Confederatioa 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  smuggling,  because  any  old  schooner'  could  run  across  to  Nova 
Scotia  or  New  Brunswick  and  get  liquor,  and  if  the  man  lost  his  vessel  he  did  not  mind 
much  ;  but  now  it  requires  a  better  class  of  vessels  because  they  have  to  go  a  long 
distance,  to  French  St.  Pierre,  and  men  do  not  like  to  run  the  risk. 

18134.  In  the  event  of  the  enactment  of  a  law  prohibiting  the  importation  of 
liquors,  do  you  think  then  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  prevent  smuggling  ? — I  do  not' 
think  it  would  be  any  more  difficult  than  it  is  now. 

18135.  Do  you  (think  the  same  laws,  with  the  same  provisions  for  enforcement, 
would  be  successful  in  preventing  smuggling  in  violation  of  a  prohibitory  law  1 — Yes. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

18136.  How  many  persons  other  than  the  licensed  Vendor,  who  are  reputed  to  seD 
liquor  in  this  town,  bring  in  their  liquor  in  bond? — None,  I  think. 

18137.  So  the  liquor  brought  in  in  bond  has  been  brought  in  for  the  Vendor  I — Yes. 

18138.  If  liquor  is  sold  elsewhere,  they  do  not  pass  that  through  the  customs  here? 
—No. 

18139.  It<is  purchased  somewhere  else? — Yes. 

181 40.  For  what  other  purpose  than  for  consumption  would  these  liquors  be  brought 
in :  Do  you  know  of  any  other,  mechanical  or  scientific  purpose  ? — I  think  not ;  I  do  not 
know  of  any. 

18141.  Have  you  any  idea  where  these  other  sellers  procure  their  liquor? — I  think 
they  buy  in  Halifax  and  St  John. 

18142.  Then  these  returns  do  not  show  anything  connected  with  their  business? 
—No. 

18143.  In  1878  there^were  1857  gallons  brought  into  the  port  of  the  value  of 
$1,496.  You  do  not  say  how  much  of  that  quantity  was  entered  for  conbumptiont— 
Entered  for  consumption,  1,104  gallons;  value,  $1,074. 

18144.  That  was  a  half  year? — Yes,  seven  months. 

18145.  When  was  it  the  Scott  Act  came  into  force  ? — In  1881. 

18146.  In  1879,  228  gallons  were  imported,  and  384  entered  for  consumption?— 
Yes.  You  see  it  was  considered  a  risk  to  import  then,  because  there  was  an  aj^itation 
before  the  Scott  Act  was  passed. 

18147.  The  amount  entered  for  consumption  has  fluctuated  from  232  gallons  to 
246,  348,  553^  932,  and  dropp^  even  to  2  gallons,  and  then  there  is  296,  and  in 
1891   there  is  1,351^?— Yes. 

18148.  You  can  offer  no  explanation  of  the  fluctuation? — Yes,  I  did  in  reference 
to  1889. 

18149.  You  said  the  liquor  was  bought  elsewhere  by  the  Vendor,  duty  paid  ?— Yes, 

18150.  You  have  no  other  explanation  ? — No. 

18151.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act? — Not  much. 

18152.  Do  you  know  anything  about  it  outside  of  the  town  ? — No,  I  do  not. 

•   18153.  You  said  the  condition  of  affiskirs  had  improved  since  the  license  period  ?— Yes. 

18154.  Was  the  floating  populatiosi  of  that  time  larger  or  smaller  than  the  present 
floating  population  ? — I  think  for  a  few  years,  when  the  ship-building  was  going  on,  pro- 
bably there  was  more  of  a  floating  population. 

18155.  Did  that  larger  floating  population  have  anything  to  do  with  the  increased 
consumption  of  liquors  ? — Yes,  to  a  small  extent  perhaps.     I  would  not  say  positively. 

18156.  But  since  then,  there  has  been  a  general  improvement  ? — Yes. 

By  Mr.  Gigault  :  ' 

18157.  Can  you  tell  the  Commission  what  quantity  of  liquors  is  in  bond  now  ?— No, 
not  exactly  ;  I  could  have  told  by  examination. 

18158.  Is  there  a  large  quantity  ? — Probably  about  800  gaUons. 
Charles  W.  Strong. 
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By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod: 

18159.  In  the  event  of  a  prohibitory  law  being  passed,  ^o  you  think  there  should 
be  compensation  given  to  the  men  in  the  trade,  brewers  and  distillers  and  other  dealers  ? 
— No.  I  have  not  thought  very  much  about  it,  but  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  ^leces- 
sary,  certainly  not  here,  where  men  are  not  supposed  to  sell. 

18160.  I  mean  where  there  are  breweries  and  distilleries  and  wholesale  dealers  who 
have  large  buildings  and  whose  business  would  be  abolished  ? — I  do  not  think  so.  ^They 
probably  started  that  business  with  these  contingencies  in  view. 

18161.  They  took  the  risk  ? — Yes.  Very  often  a  man  will  start  a  business  and 
things  turn  up  so  that  the  business  will  leave  him  altogether,  but  I  do  not  think  he 
should  be  compensated. 

18162.  As  Collector  of  Customs  for  20  years,  I  presume  you  have  observed  the 
business  of  the  town.  Have  you  observed  whether  the  drink  trade  affects  injuriously 
or  beneficially  the  other  businesses  of  the  community  ? — I  think  it  is  only  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  if  a  man  saves  what  he  would  expend  in  drink,  and  expends  it  usefully  in 
articles  of  clothing  and  so  on,  as  far  as  that  is  concerned  trade  would  be  benefited,  and 
I  think  I  have  noticed  that. 

18163.  You  think,  then,  that  the  total  prohibition  of  trade  in  intoxicating  bever- 
ages would  not  injuriously  affect  the  business  interests  of  the  country  ? — No. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

18164.  Has  business  improved  here  since  the  Scott  Act  became  the  law? — I  think 
it  is  more  healthy. 

18165.  Are  there  less  failures  ? — Less  failures.  I  was  talking  not  long  since  with 
a  man,  who  represents  a  large  establishment  in  St.  John,  and  he  told  me  that  the  credit 
of  Summerside  stood  number  one  with  them.  He  has  done  business  with  Summerside 
for  a  great  number  of  years,  and  there  was  only  one  firm  they  had  lost  anything  by. 

18166.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  feeling  of  these  three  provinces  :  do  you 
think  they  are  largely  in  favour  of  a  general  prohibitory  measure  ? — I  cannot  say. 

18167.  Do  you  think  the  feeling  of  this  province  is? — I  think  so. 

By  Mr.  GigavXt : 

18168.  Before  Prince  Edward  Island  entered  Confederation,  was  there  a  good  deal 
of  smuggling  here  ? — A  great  deal. 

18169.  Was  the  duty  on  spirits  very  high  ? — No,  not  half  as  high  as  now. 

18170.  Were  spirits  cheaper  in  New  Brunswick  than  here  ? — Yes. 

18171.  Was  there  a  great  difference? — I  cannot  say  ;  they  not  only  smuggled 
liquor,  but  other  goods  besides. 


CHARLES  B.  SAUNDERS  recalled. 

I  said  this  morning,  in  giving  my  evidence,  that  I  was  expelled  from  the 
Division.     But  it  was  not  for  violation  of  my  pledge. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

18172.  Why  were  you  expelled  ? — I  suppose  it  was  because  I  was  selling  liquor. 
I  was  expelled  without  having  been  notified.  If  I  had  been  notified  I  would  have 
attended.  Up  to  that  time  I  had  not  violated  my  obligation,  nor  did  I  for  1 8  months 
after.     I  was  not  expelled  for  violation  of  my  pledge. 

18173.  And  you  did  not  violate  it  till  after  your  expulsion? — No. 

18174.  What  office  did  you  hold  when  you  were  expelled  ? — I  was  not  in  office.  I 
was  in  a  subordinate  Division  at  that  time. 

18175.  Did  you  hold  any  office  at  any  time  ? — I  did. 
181^76.  What  office  ? — Almost  every  office  in  the  Lodge. 
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18177.  Tyler? — Yes,  and  aU  the  way  up  to  Worshipful  Master. 

18178.  Were  you  Worthy  Patriarch  I— I  was. 

18179.  Had  you  ever  been  Grand  Worthy  Patriarch  1 — Yes,  I  was. 

18180.  In  Prince  Edward  Island  ?— Yes,  I  was. 

18181.  How  long  ago? — I  cannot  tell  you  now.  I  was  Grand  Worthy  Patriarch 
up  to  the  time  I  was  expelled. 

18182.  Were  you  ever  Grand  Scribe  ? — No/ 

18183.  When  you  were  appointed  to  this  position  as  Vendor  of  liquors,  was  any 
provision  made  to  pay  you  a  salary  for  the  work  you  were  to  do  1 — None. 

18184.  Then  you  were  left  to  make  a  living  out  of  the  sale  of  liquor? — Yes,  out  of 
selling  the  goods,  and  I  have  to  pay  rent  and  taxes  and  all  expenses. 

Bt/  Mr,  Clarke  : 

18185.  Would  it  be  a  better  plan  if  the  province  were  to  take  the  sale  into  its  own 
hands  and  have  a  salaried  officer  ? — I  would  prefer  it  any  way. 

18186.  Do  you  know  if  such  a  law  exists  ? — No. 

18187.  The  only  profit  is  the  profit  on  the  liquor  you  sell  ? — Yes. 

18188.  What  is  the  tendency  ;  do  you  sell  as  much  as  you  can? — I  want  to  make  a 
living. 

18189.  Would  it  not  be  better  if  you  had  no  interest  in  the  sale? — Certainly, if 
the  Government  were  to  pay  a  salary  and  buy  the  liquor,  and  send  it  to  me. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

18190.  Can  you  give  the  Commission  any  further  information  as  to  the  quantity 
you  have  on  hand  ? — I  cannot  as  to  qualities. 

18191.  How  many  hogsheads  have  you  on  hand  ? — I  do  not  know  how  much  there 
is  in  the  bonded  warehouse. 

1 81 92.  How  much  is  there  in  your  own  building  ? — It  does  not  amount  to  anything. 

18193.  How  many  hogsheads  have  you  in? — Not  one  whole  one.  Perhaps  fonror 
five  partly  out. 

18194.  How  many  bottles  ?— Bottled  ale. 

18195.  And  bottled   whisky  on  your  shelves? — I  have  twenty  cases. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

18196.  I  notice  that  you  sell  a  lot  of  whisky  for  medicinal  purposes.  I  thought 
brandy  and  wine  were  the  liquors  generally  used  for  medicinal  purposes  ? — That  is  not 
my  work. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod  : 

18197.  You  give  them  whatever  they  send  for? — I  give  them  whatever  the  doctor 
orders. 

18198.  Do  you  know  whether  orders  have  been  given  on  your  establishment  for 
liquor  by  a  good  many  people  around  town,  who  are  not  doctors,  for  cash  ? — Not  to  my 
knowledge. 

18199.  So  those  two  or  three  cases  we  found  this  morning  do  not  represent  many 
cases  ? — Some  of  those  might  be  done  without  my  knowledge. 

18200.  l>o  you  think  a  gre<it  deal  is  done  without  your  knowledge  ? — There  would 
be  a  prescription  fyled  and  this  order  would  be  fyled  with  it. 

18201.  Do  you  believe  yoil  have  a  right  to  cwcept  an  order  from  another  person  than 
a  doctor,  even  though  he  had  a  prescription  from  a  doctor  ? — Suppose  you  have  an  order 
for  half  a  gallon.  You  are  lying  sick  in  bed.  You  have  the  prescription  there,  but  you 
must  send  the  order  to  have  the  liquor  supplied. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

18202.  You  charge  it  against  the  prescription  ? — Yes. 
Charles  B.  Saunders. 
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By  Jtidge  McDonald  : 

18203.  Is  it  entered  in  a  book  1 — It  is  entered  on  the  back  of  the  prescription.  I 
do  not  keep  books. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod : 

18204.  Do  you  do  any  credit  business  ? — If  there  is  any,  a  memorandum  is  put  on 
a  little  paper  which  is  put  in  a  box. 

18205.  Do  you  know  that  a  considerable  quantity  of  liquor  is  sent  out  of  your 
establishment  without  your  knowledge  of  it  at  the  time  1 — Not  without  a  doctor's  order 
at  the  time. 

18206.  On  any  other  person's  order? — Only  if  there  were  a  person  who  had  a  pre- 
scription. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

18207.  If  any  one  were  to  give  evidence  to  the  eflfect  Dr.  McLeod  speaks  of,  would 
he  be  mistaken  ? — That  is  my  opinion. 

By  Mr,  Gigaidt : 

18208.  What  were  you  doing  before  you  were  licensed  Vendor  ? — I  was  in  the 
harness  business. 

18209.  Are  you  making  your  living  now  wholly  out  of  the  liquor  business? — That 
is  all. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

18210.  Do  you  employ  a  clerk  ? — I  do. 

1821 1.  Your  son  was  here ;  does  he  help  you  ? — No. 

18212.  You  have  to  pay  all  your  expenses,  including  rent  ? — Yes. 

18213.  Taxes? — Yes,  and  license  and  all. 

18214.  And  to  recoup  yourself  out  of  the  sales? — Yes,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  I 
do  not  put  much  in  my  pocket. 


WILLIAM  G.  STRONG,  of  Summerside,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  fol- 
lows : — 

*  By  Judge  McDonald : 

18215.  You  are  High  Sheriff  of  Prince  County,  I  understand  ? — Yes. 

18216.  How  long  have  you  been  Sheriff? — About  12  years. 

18217.  I  suppose  under  the  law  the  jailor  is  under  your  orders  :  you  are  the  chief 
executive  officer  of  the  County  ? — Yes,  he  is  appointed  by  the  Sheriff. 

18218.  Have  you  many  prisoners  at  the  present  time  in  the  jail? — There  are  about 
six  persons  in  the  jail. 

18219.  Is  that  what  may  be  called  the  normal  number  ? — Sometimes  there  are  more. 

18220.  To  what  would  the  highest  number  run  ? — Sometimes  twelve. 

18221.  And  sometimes  lower  than  sii  ? — Sometimes  our  rooms  are  entirely  empty. 

18222.  Are  you  able  to  state  what  is  the  principal  cause  that  brings  prisoners  into 
the  jail  ? — The  principal  cause  is  breach  of  the  Temperance  Act,  either  by  persons  selling 
or  by  persons  being  intoxicated  or  drinking. 

18223.  Committed  for  drunkenness  ? — Yes. 

18224.  Do  you  find  in  your  experience  that  among  persons  committed  for  other 
offences,  drinking  has  been  the  cause  of  their  committing  the  offence  ? — Yes,  there  are 
several  instances.  I  suppose  during  the  last  12  years  there  have  been  6  or  8  persons 
sent  to  Dorchester  penitentiary ;  but  none  of  those  crimes  were  committed  under  the  in- 
fluence of  liquor. 
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18225.  But  are  there  other  crimes  committed  under  the  influence  of  liquor  f— Yes, 
of  a  petty  character. 

18226.  Such  as  common  assaults  ? — Yes.  There  is  one  person  in  now  for  aggravated 
assault  on  a  policeman.  He  has  been  sentenced  to  twelve  months'  imprisonment ;  he 
has  been  there  about  nine  months. 

18227.  Do  you  know  anything  officially  of  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  1 — A.  Yes. 

18228.  In  regard  to  the  Act  itself  can  you,  in  your  official  capacity,  suggest  any 
amendments  that  would  make  it  more  workable  ? — I  think  perhaps  all  the  amendments 
that  would  be  of  any  service  have  been  made. 

18229.  The  Stipendiary  Magistrate  this  morning  suggested  an  amendment  that  the 
law  should  make  provision  for  the  punishment  of  the  purchaser,  as  well  as  the  seller, 
under  the  Scott  Act  1 — I  think  that  would  be  just  and  have  a  wholesome  effect. 

18230.  Do  you  think  it  would  add  at  all  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  convictions? 
Or  would  you  suggest  a  provision,  in  cases  where  such  parties  were  required  as  witnesses, 
to  free  them  from  the  penalty  of  conviction  1 — I  think  that  would  be  an  improvement 

18231.  As  a  citizen,  how  have  you  found  the  Act  to  operate.  Has  it  been  bene- 
ficial to  the  community  ? — Undoubtedly. 

18232.  In  Summerside  and  throughout  the  country? — In  both. 

18233.  Where  is  it  most  beneficial? — In  the  country  parts. 

18234.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that  ? — There  is  a  tendency  to  come  to  the  town. 

18235.  You  think  the  removal  of  the  wayside  places  removes  the  temptation  from 
the  people  ? — It  certainly  does. 

18236.  And  these  people,  when  they  do  get  liquor,  get  it  in  town? — Certainly. 

18237.  Do  you  know  Alberton  or  Tignish? — Yes,  and  there  are  a  great  many  con- 
victions in  that  quarter.  I  suppose  the  gi'eater  number  of  the  convictions  are  from 
the  western  part  of  the  Island. 

18238.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that  ? — There  is  a  large  floating  population  there, 
engaged  in  the  fisheries.  There  are  many  idle  persons,  and  there  is  a  temptation  among 
people  engaged  in  fishing  to  take  liquor. 

By  Mr,  Gigault : 

18239.  From  common  report,  how  many  places  are  selling  liquor  here? — From 
xjommon  report,  I  suppose  there  may  be  half  a  dozen. 

,      18240.  Is  there  an  increase  or  decrease  in  crime,  according  to  the  number  of  con- 
victions ? — A  decrease. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

18241.  Is  the  floating  population  of  the  county  as  large  now  as  it  was  fifteen  or 
twenty  years  ago? — Not  nearly  as  large. 

18242.  Do  you  attribute  any  of  the  decrease  in  crime  and  drunkenness  to  that 
fact  ? — Yes,  I  suppose  so.  There  used  to  be  a  great  many  vessels  built  here.  I  have 
seen  14  or  15  keels  along  that  shore  at  one  time,  and  the  class  of  people  engaged  in 
that  work  are  inclined  to  take  liquor. 

J  8243.  The  decline  of  ship-building  and  the  decrease  in  floating  population  have  had 
an  effect  on  the  drinking  ? — Yes. 

18244.  Is  the  law  enforced  in  Summerside  ? — Not  as  well  enforced  as  advocates  of 
temperance  would  desire. 

18245.  What  do  you  say  yourself,  occupying  an  official  position  and  being  an  old 
resident  of  the  county  ? — It  is  difficult  to  say  why  it  is  not  better  enforced,  because 
there  is  a  very  strong  temperance  feeling  in  this  community ;  why  the  traffic  is  not 
rooted  out,  I  am  not  able  to  say. 

18246.  Is  there  more  difficulty  in  enforcing  this  law  than  almost  any  other? — That 
is  the  general  opinion. 

18247.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  difficulty  of  enforcement  ? — It  is  difficult  to 
obtain  evidence.  The  parties  who  go  into  houses  where  liquor  is  sold  will  not  state  so, 
if  they  can  avoid  it,  and  that  is  the  class  from  which  the  evidence  must  come.  They  will 
not  inform,  and  although  they  may  be  seen  coming  out  of  places  where  liquor  is  sold, 
yet  when  they  are  summoned,  they  are  not  prepared  to  give  straightforward  evidence. 

William  G.  Strong. 
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18248.  Has  it  been  your  experience  that  the  attempt  to  enforce  the  law  has  given 
rise  in  most  cases  to  loss  of  memory  and  perjury  ? — You  would  think  from  the  evidence 
the  memory  was  very  short. 

18249.  Have  you  any  doubt  of  the  shortness  of  the  memory,  from  listening  to  the 
evidence  ? — I  have  not  any  doubt. 

18250.  It  has  been  stated  elsewhere  that  these  trials  have  given  rise  to  a  great  deal 
of  perjury? — That  is  the  testimony  of  our  Judges.  I  have  heard  Judges  of  our  Supreme 
Court  and  other  Judges  state  that  fact,  and  they  are  in  a  better  position  to  judge  than 
I  am. 

18251.  The  temperance  sentiment  being  as  strong  as  it  is,  the  difficulty  of  procuring 
evidence  is  the  chief  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  Act  being  enforced  ? — I  think  that  is 
the  principal  difficulty. 

18252.  Can  you  suggest  any  method  by  which  that  difficulty  could  be  overcome? — 
I  could  not.  \ 

By  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod : 

18253.  Do  you  think  the  perjury  in  these  cases  is  really  attributable  to  the  law,  or 
that  the  disposition  to  perjure  themselves  is  in  the  men,  and  the  law  simply  furnishes 
the  occasion  ? — I  think  that  is  it. 

18254.  You  do  not  think  because  the  law  is  in  operation,  it  creates  perjury? — No, 
not  at  all. 

18255.  Has  the  doing  away  of  the  wayside  inns  been  beneficial? — I  think  so. 

18256.  It  was  a  good  thing  to  have  them  abolished  ? — Undoubtedly. 

18257.  You  say  the  abolition  of  the  wayside  places  has  made  it  necessary  for  per- 
sons who  are  determined  to  drink,  to  drink  in  town  ?  Does  that  increase  the  volume  of 
drinking  in  town,  which  is  not  properly  chargeable  to  the  townspeople  ? — Yes. 

18258.  So  the  amount  of  drinking  in  the  town  is  not  at  all  chargeable  to  the  people 
who  live  in  the  town  ? — By  no  means. 

18259.  Do  you  think  the  drinking  customs  of  the  people  in  Summerside  have  de- 
creased in  ten  or  twenty  years  ? — Wonderfully. 

18260.  I  suppose  you  attribute  that  partly  to  the  moral  and  religious  influences  in 
operation  ? — I  do. 

18261.  Do  you  believe  the  law  has  helped  to  bring  about  that  result  ? — I  do. 

18262.  Do  you  believe  a  general  prohibitory  law,  one  to  prohibit  the  manufac- 
ture and  importation  as  well  as  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,  if  well  enforced,  would 
be  a  benefit  to  the  community,  to  its  business  interests  and  to  its  social  relations  ? — 
I  do. 

18263.  Do  you  believe  it  would  be  more  difficult  to  enforce  a  general  prohibitory 
law  than  to  enforce  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  believe  it  would  be  more  easily  enforced  than  the 
Scott  Act. 

18264.  For  what  reason? — Because  there  would  not  be  so  many  different  views 
of  the  law  taken  by  lawyers  and  Judges,  but  it  would  be  a  straightforward,  common 
sense  thing,  understood  by  everybody. 

18265.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  more  easy  to  control  the  trade  if  the  law  put  its 
hands  on  it,  on  the  importation  and  manufacture,  instead  of  permitting  it,  and  then 
trying  to  control  the  sale? — I  think  it  is  unreasonable  to  permib  the  importation,  and  to 
expect  liquor  will  not  find  its  way  into  our  families  and  into  the  community,  and  pro- 
duce the  eflfects  it  does  produce. 

18266.  Have  you  observed  whether  the  drink  trade,  as  it  formerly  flourished  under 
license  and  may  flourish  by  illicit  means,  has  any  injurious  effect  upon  the  business  com- 
munity ? — Of  course  it  has. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

18267.  Do  you  think  a  prohibitory  law  could  be  enforced  now? — I  certainly  do.  I 
think  the  country  is  ripe  for  such  a  law. 

18268.  What  part  of  the  country? — Prince  Edward  Island  in  particular. 

18269.  Do  you  know  anything  about  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia  ? — I  do.  I 
have  often  been  there. 
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18270.  Do  you  think  they  are  equally  ripe? — They  are  not  as  far  advanced  as  we 
are. 

18271.  The  facilities  for  travelling  were  different  formerly  from  what  they  are  nowt 
— They  were. 

18272.  For  what  purpose  were  those  wayside  places  used? — They  had  to  pro- 
vide beds  for  travellers  and  accommodation  for  horses.  They  were  not  saloons,  they  were 
taverns  for  the  accommodation  of  travellers. 

18273.  Were  they  a  necessity? — They  were  at  that  time,  and  it  was  thought  unless 
they  sold  liquors,  the  business  could  not  be  made  profitable. 

18274.  But  since  the  railway  has  been  built  the  situation  has  changed? — ^There 
has  not  been  the  same  necessity. 

18275.  And  there  is  not  enough  trade  now  to  keep  them  up  ? — Not  enough. 


Hon.  benjamin  ROGERS,  of  Alberton,  merchant,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed 
as  follows : —      ^ 

By  Judge  McDoiudd : 

18276.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  Prince  Edward  Island?-^ 
Yes. 

18277.  How  long  have  you  been  a  member  of  the  Council  ? — Since  the  fall  of  1878. 

18278.  How  long  have  you  been  a  merchant  at  Alberton  ? — Nearly  34  years. 

By  Mr,  Gigatdt  : 

18279.  How  is  the  Scott  Act  observed  in  Alberton  ? — It  is  not  very  well  observed, 
except  under  compulsion.  One  or  two  people  are  selling  in  violation  of  the  Act,  one 
at  least  and  possibly  two. 

18280.  Do  you  remember  when  the  license  law  was  in  force? — ^Yes,  I  remember  it 

18281.  How  many  places  were  selling  liquor  then? — The  number  varied  at  the 
time.  I  have  known  as  many  as  6  or  7,  or  at  least  5  or  6  licensed  places,  and  as  many 
more  unlicensed. 

18282.  When  the  Scott  Act  came  into  force,  how  many  places  were  selling  Hquort 
— I  could  not  exactly  say.  The  Act  was  voted  on  in  1878,  but  it  did  not  oome  into 
force  until  some  time  in  1 880.  I  think  there  were  probably  four  or  five  places  selling 
liquor  at  that  time. 

18283.  How  is  the  Scott  Act  observed  in  the  rural  districts  of  your  country?— 
Very  well  indeed.  We  have  no  places  we  know  of  anywhere  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood of  Alberton,  outside  of  the  villages,  that  are  selling  at  present ;  but  under 
license  there  were  several  places  at  the  different  corners  where  the  roads  divide,  where 
parties  were  selling  illicitly. 

18284.  But  they  were  not  under  license? — No. 

18285.  Have  the  clergy  and  the  temperance  societies  done  good  in  the  way  of  pro- 
moting temperance  ? — There  is  no  doubt  about  it. 

By  Rev.  Dr,  McLeod : 

18286.  You  have  said  that  your  town  was  formerly  under  the  Scott  Act.  What 
is  the  difference  in  the  condition  of  the  town  under  the  Scott  Act  and  under  license? 
I  am  not  referring  to  the  drinking  habits  of  the  people  and  the  general  condition  of  the 
town  as  regards  its  social  condition  and  the  prevalence  of  petty  crime  ? — I  think  there 
is  a  very  great  change  for  the  better. 

18287.  Do  you  attribute  that  improvement  to  the  Scott  Act  to  some  extent!— 
Largely. 

18288.  Of  course  you  give  some  credit  to  moral  and  religious  influences?  Do  you 
think  that  moral  and  religious  influences  without  the  Scott  Act  would  have  brought 
about  the  improved  condition,  which  you  state  exist  ? — Not  to  the  same  extent. 

William  G.  Strong. 
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18289.  Do  you  fmd  it  difficult  to  enforce  the  Scott  Act? — It  is  difficult. 

18290.  What  are  the  defects  in  the  law  that  make  it  difficult  ? — The  great  difficulty 
seems  to  be  in  regard  to  the  matter  of  appeals.  Cases  are  tried,  outside  the  munici- 
pality, before  an  ordinary  Justice  of  the  Peace.  From  that  decision  there  is  an  appeal 
to  the  Supreme  Court.  Generally  by  the  time  the  Supreme  Court  is  in  session  the 
witnesses  are  out  of  the  way.  In  addition  to  that  difficulty  regarding  appeals,  the 
rulings  of  the  courts  have  been  very,  much  against  the  endorsement  of  convictions  ; 
technicalities  have  been  raised,  and  the  decisions  have  generally  been  in  favour  of  the 
liquor  dealers. 

18291.  Do  these  difficulties  grow  out  of  informalities  and  irregularities  in  the  pro- 
ceedings?— No,  not  very  much  so.  For  instance,  hitherto  the  Supreme  Court  has 
required  the  attendance  of  the  Magistrates  who  made  the  convictions  ;  but  at  the  last 
sitting  of  the  court  it  was  decided  that  this  was  not  necessary.  Sometimes  the  consta- 
ble, who  was  an  important  witness,  could  not  be  found  and  would  be  out  of  the  way, 
and  consequently  many  appeals  fell  to  the  ground.  ^There  are  difficulties  now,  but  the 
way  is  clear. 

18292.  Have  those  appeals  and  delays  been  vexatious  and  disheartening  to  the 
people  ? — Very  much  so. 

18293.  Do  you  think  they  have  made  the  enforcement  of  the  law  more  difficult  ? — 
Yes,  because  there  is  very  great  risk  involved  in  undertaking  sales  in  consequence  of 
those  appeals. 

18294.  You  refer  to  the  risk  of  expense? — Yes,  and  trouble  and  time. 

18295.  Do  you  refer  to  the  difficulties  in  regard  to  enforcing  the  license  law  ? — ^Yes. 

18296.  Was  it  about  as  difficult  as  enforcing  the  Scott  Ac{? — Perhaps  not  so 
difficult,  simply  because  the  amount  of  the  fines  was  lower  and  the  persons  were  not  so 
likely  to  appeal,  and  the  cases  were  more  likely  to  be  settled  after  the  decision  of  the 
Magistrate  had  been  given.  Under  the  Scott  Act,  nearly  every  case  is  appealed  from 
the  judgment  of  the  Magistrate. 

18297.  While  there  are  some  illicit  places  now,  because  all  places  that  exist  now 
are  illicit,  do  you  remember  whether  there  were  illicit  places  when  the  license  system 
was  in  operation  ? — There  were  a  great  many ;  there  were  fully  as  many  illicit  places  as 
places  licensed  in  our  neighbourhood. 

18298.  Were  they  seriously  interfered  with? — No. 

18299.  They  were  allowed  to  go  on  ? — Quite  so. 

18300.  Do  you  remember  whether  the  licensees  themselves  violated  the  provisions 
of  the  license  law  ?-^It  was  generally  thought  so. 

18301.  Were  they  interfered  with  particularly? — No,  there  was  very  little  use  in- 
terfering with  them,  the  people  thought.  When  they  had  a  license  the  parties  thought 
they  could  do  pretty  much  as  they  liked. 

18302.  It  is  charged  against  the  Scott  Act  that  it  is  violated.  Does  not  the  same 
charge  lie  agsdnstthe  license  law,  that  it  was  violated? — Undoubtedly. 

18303.  From  your  observation  and  experience,  which  do  you  believe  was  the  system 
that  was  well  observed,  the  license  law  or  the  prohibitory  law? — Speaking  from  ex- 
perience of  they  license  law,  I  can  say  that  it  was  not  well  observed,  but  it  is  altogether 
a  matter  of  results  as  regards  total  prohibition. 

18304.  Which  is  the  more  easily  enforced,  license  law  or  Scott  Act  ? — License  law. 

18305.  Why? — For  the  reasons  I  have  already  stated,  that  great  difficulty  exists 
in  regard  to  finally  proving  cases  under  the  Scott  Act,  in  consequence  of  the  appeals 
that  may  be  taken.  The  fines  are  heavy,  and  the  party  convicted  nearly  always  appeals 
to  the  Supreme  Court.     It  is  there  failure  occurs,  between  the  two  courts. 

18306.  Which  law  has  the  better  effect  on  the  com^iunity,  license  law  or  Scott 
Act?— Scott  Act. 

18307.  Do  you  believe  a  prohibitory  law  would  be  better  than  either  Scott  Act  or 
license  ? — I  do. 

18308.  For  what  reason? — I  think  a  general  prohibitory  law  would  be  better  en- 
forced ;  at  any  rate,  it  could  be  more  easily  enforced  than  the  Scott  Act,  for  that  Scott 
Act  is  a  very  difficult  law  to  carry  out. 

21—60 
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18309.  It  is  difficult  to  enforce  on  .account  of  the  appeals  1 — Yes,  in  the  country. 

18310.  Is  it  difficult  also  because  it  is  only  partial  prohibition  to  sell  and  not  totAl 
prohibition  ? — Yes,  liquor  may  be  brought  in  from  an  adjoining  county,  as  it  is  now. 
It  is  brought  in  from  Charlottetown  and  distributed  into  counties  where  the  Scott  Act 
is  in  force.     It  may  also  be  imported  direct  and  manufactured  there. 

13311.  In  the  election  law  there  is  a  clause  prohibiting  the  sale  of  Uquoron 
election  day.  Have  you  noticed  whether  that  prohibition  does  good  or  not  I — I  do  not 
think  it  has  been  generally  observed.  People  now  engaged  in  the  liquor  business  sell 
every  day,  contrary  to  law,  and  they  would  scarcely  make  an  exception  of  an  election 
day. 

18312.  Do  you  think  they  are  not  very  well  looked  after? — If  the  law  were 
observed,  it  would  have  a  very  good  efiFect  on  people  on  election  day.  If  it  were  carried 
out,  they  would  be  in  a  better  condition  to  cast  their  vote,  and  there  would  be  less  dis- 
turbance than  when  the  people  are  gathered  together. 

18313.  Sometimes  we  have  be^  met  with  this  statement :  that  it  would  be  much 
more  profitable  to  supporters  of  the  Scott  Act,  which  has  failed  morfe  or  less,  if  there 
were  a  high  license  law  enacted,  reducing  the  number  of  persons  who  should  have  the 
right  to  sell,  and  providing  heavy  fines  for  those  who  sold  illicitly.  Have  you  thought 
of  that  matter,  so  as  to  be  able  to  give  an  opinion  as  regards  high  license  ? — I  have. 

18314.  What  is  your  view  ? — I  think  the  principle  of  license  as  applied  to  liquor  is 
entirely  out  of  place. 

18315.  Why  ? — I  can  see  no  object  in  licensing  the  sale  of  liquor.  I  can  understand 
licensing  a  man  to  perform  any  public  service,  such  as  a  tutor  or  teacher,  because  it  is 
then  in  the  public  interest  and  for  the  public  benefit,  but  I  have  not  been  able  yet  to 
see  any  advantage  whatever  arising  out  of  the  liquor  traffic.  To  my  mind  it  is  an  un- 
mixed evil,  and  therefore  I  cannot  see  that  any  benefit  accrues  from  it  under  license. 

18316.  You  have  not  seen  any  good  arising  out  of  the  liquor  traffic? — I  have  not 

18317.  Have  you  noticed  that  evils  result  from  it  ? — To  my  mind  the  traffic  is  an 
unmixed  evil. 

18318.  As  a  man  in  public  life,  have  you  noticed  that  the  traffic  injuriously  affects 
public  business  ? — As  to  that  question,  it  is  perhaps  not  easy  to  determine  the  exact 
injury  the  traffic  will  cause,  except  inferentially.  Look,  in  the  first  place,  at  the  amount 
the  liquor  costs.  If  you  can  arrive  at  that  sum,  it  is  that  amount  actually  wasted,  and 
anything  which  leads  to  a  very  material  waste  of  the  earnings  of  the  people  must 
injure  other  business.  The  people  as  a  rule  purchase  up  to  their  earnings,  up  to  what 
they  can  produce,  and  their  purchases  are  regulated  by  the  amount'  they  can  produce. 
They  spend  of  their  earnings  perhaps  15  per  cent  or  20  per  cent  on  liquor,  and  there  is 
that  much  lost  to  other  trades. 

18319.  Have  you  noticed  that  an  expenditure  of  money  on  liquor  means  so  much 
less  money  expended  on  groceries  and  dry  goods  ? — I  have  known  in  the  old  times 
when  I  started  business  that  men  would  have  a  few  shillings  to  spend  for  liquor  and 
would  spend  it,  and  then  they  would  come  to  the  store  and  buy  half  a  pound  of  sugar  or 
tea  on  credit.     That  indicated  to  me  that  the  liquor  traffic  was  injurious  to  my  business. 

18320.  Then  on  business  principles,  outside  of  moral  considerations,  Jhe  prohibition 
of  the  liquor  traffic  would  be  beneficial  to  the  community  ? — I  undoubtedly  think  sa 

18321.  Are  you  an  employer  of  labour? — Not  largely  ;  I  do  a  general  business  and 
employ  7  or  8  clerks  and  warehousemen. 

18322.  Have  you  a  preference  for  non-drinkers  in  your  employ  ? — I  have,  indeed. 

1 8323.  Why  1—1  occasionally  employ  a  man  who  drinks,  and  I  can  never  depend 
on  him.  He  may  come  to  work  in  the  morning,  and  I  may  not  find  him  afterwards. 
You  never  can  tell  where  the  man,  who  is  an  habitual  drinker,  can  be  found ;  and  you 
never  can  depend  on  the  man  being  at  his  post. 

18324.  Suppose  he  is  not  a  man  who  gets  drunk,  but  is  a  man  who  drinks  regularly, 
is  he  less  valuable  to  you  than  a  total  abstainer  1 — Very  much  less. 

18325.  Why,  if  he  does  not  get  drunk? — A  man  who  drinks  habitually,  perhaps 
even  in  small  quantities,  impairs  his  intelligence  as  well  as  his  physical  powers,  and  un- 
fits himself  for  work. 
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18326.  Does  that  habit  lead  to  excess  in  after  years? — Yes. 

18327.  Is  the  drinking  man,  because  of  his  irregular  habits,  a  loss  to  himself  and 
>also  an  injury  to  your  business  or  employment  ? — I  think  so. 

18328.  Do  you  think  the  Scott  Act  would  be  better  enforced  if  officials  were  ap- 
pointed by  the  Federal  or  the  Provincial  authorities  rather  than  by  the  local  authorities  ? 
— I  cannot  say  there  would  be  very  much  difference.  A  great  deal  depends  on  the  fit- 
ness of  the  man  appoinhwi  ;  sometimes  you  get  a  good  man,  and  at  other  times  you  get 
a  man  not  fitted  for  the  work.     It  depends  largely  on  that  matter,  almost  entirely  on  it. 

18329.  You  think,  then,  that  high  license  would  not  have  the  eflect  of  restraining 
the  trade  at  all  ? — I  do  not  think  so,  because  there  would  be  illicit  selling  even  if  there 
were  high  license.  The  illicit  traffic  would  still  go  on  as  it  did  under  the  old  license 
system  ;  and  while  high  license  would  simply  reduce  the  number  of  licensees,  it  would 
increase  the  business  of  each  of  those  persons  who  had  obtained  a  license. 

18330.  Do  you  think  that  because  a  man  pays  a  high  license,  he  would  therefore 
feel  anxious  to  increase  his  business  ? — Undoubtedly,  in  order  to  get  his  money  out  of  it. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

18331.  Do  you  know  why  it  is  the  rule  to  license  the  liquor  trade? — The  reason 
given  for  licensing  in  old  times,  when  I  held  a  license  Pome  years  ago,  was  that  taverns 
might  be  established  for  the  accommodation  of  the  travelling  public.  That  was  the  reason 
given  by  those  who  advocated  the  license  system. 

18332.  Was  it  not  a  condition  in  connection  with  the  sale  of  liquor  that  the  persons 
holding  the  license  should  provide  accommodation  in  the  shape  of  beds  and  meals  ? — Yes. 

1 8333.  I  believe  it  is  not  so  necessary  now  that  beds  and  meals  should  be  provided  ? 
—No. 

18334.  Do  you  prefer  free  trade  in  rum  to  license? — I  do  not  like  free  trade  in 
liquprs,  nor  do  I  like  a  license.  I  think  that  if  liquor  has  to  be  sold,  it  is  better  being 
sold  illegally  than  legally,  for  this  reason,  that  the  responsibility  for  wrong-doing  would 
rest  on  one  partjr^s  shoulders,  while  under  the  license,  it  would  rest  on  the  whole  com- 
munity. Besides,  the  business  would  be  more  disreputable  when  it  was  not  protected 
by  the  sanction  of  the  law,  and  a  great  many  people  who  would  go  to  a  tavern  to  drink, 
if  the  tavern  were  legally  established,  would  not  go  into  places  that  were  selling  contrary 
to  the  law.  That  is  one  effect  of  the  Scott  Act,  that  when  liquor  is  sold  contrary  to 
law,  respectable  people  do  not  care  to  buy  it  in  that  way,  and  consequently  they  do 
not  buy  it. 

18335.  They  can  obtain  it  from  outside,  if  they  desire  to  obtain  it  legally  ? — There 
is  a  question  about  that.  I  am  not  posted  on  the  Act.  It  strikes  me  that  the  clause  which 
prohibits  the  sale  of  liquor  in  places  where  the  Act  is  in  force,  also  applies  to  liquor 
being  brought  in  from  outside. 

18336.  Do  you  mean  for  family  use  ? — I  am  not  sure  about  that. 

18337.  Cannot  it  be  brought  in  legally  from  outside? — Probably. 

18338.  Were  you  one  of  the  members  of  the  Legislative  Council  who  objected  to 
giving  Charlottetown  a  license  law  ? — I  was. 

18339.  You  preferred  that  no  license  law  should  be  given  after  the  Scott  Act  had 
been  defeated  ? — Yes.     There  was  no  license  law  applied  for. 

18340.  A  majority  of  the  Legislative  Council  wrote  that  they  would  not  support  a 
license  law  ? — I  was  one  of  them. 

18341.  You  preferred  that  liquor  should  be  sold  without  license :  did  you  favour 
the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  Legislature  ? — I  did. 

18342.  Did  those  restrictions  recognize  the  trade  in  any  way  ? — We  could  not  help 
recognizing  the  trade,  that  it  existed,  because  it  went  without  saying  that  everybody 
knew  that  the  trade  was  there. 

18343.  Still,  you  were  prepared  to  regulate  it,  by  compelling  people  who  sold  liquor 
to  have  a  certain  kind  of  place  in  which  to  sell  it  ? — We  simply  passed  a  law  to  reduce 
the  sale. 

18344.  What  law  was  it  ?— The  law  for  the  Town  of  Charlottetown. 

18345.  Evidence  has  been  adduced  to  show  that  a  great  many  more  places  are 
selling  liquor  under  the  Scott  Act,  than  were  selling  under  the  old  license  law  ?     I  think 
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the  Stipendiary  Magistrate  said  that  142  places  were  selling  at  one  time  under  the  Scott 
Act  ? — I  think  he  corrected  that  statement  afterwards. 

18346.  No;  I  think  he  reiterated  it? — I  was  under  the  impression  that  the  num- 
ber was  50  or  60. 

18347.  There  are  novf  70  selling  under  the  present  restrictions,  but  there  were  140 
under  the  Scott  Act.  Is  it  better  that  70  should  be  selling  under  the  present  restric- 
tion^, than  39  or  40  selling  under  the  old  license  law  with  restrictions 't — Yes,  but  the 
restrictions  were  diiferent. 

18348.  They  were  nearly  the  same  :  what  is  the  difference? — One  restriction  now 
imposed  is,  that  the  windows  must  be  open  to  the  street.  There  is  no  furniture  allowed, 
so  that  x)x>  one  can  sit  down  and  spend  the  evening  there.  Under  the  old  law  a  place 
might  be  closed  up  with  blinds,  and  there  would  be  furniture  in  the  place  so  that  visitors 
could  sit  down  and  play  cards. 

18349.  They  would  have  to  close  up  their  places  at  certain  hours? — There  were 
certain  hours  for  closing. 

18350.  Were  not  those  hours  very  much  the  same  as  now  ? — Yes,  very  much  the 
same. 

18351.  Is  not  the  advantage  largely  in  regard  toclofeing  on  Saturday? — The  differ- 
ence is  this  :  that  the  Government  does  not  give  any  authority  whatever  to  sell,  it 
simply  says  that  these  parties  shall  not  sell  except  under  certain  conditions,  and  in  this 
way  they  wash  their  hands  of  the  responsibility. 

18352.  Do  you  prefer  that  system  to  a  license  system? — I  do. 

18353.  Even  if  under  license  the  number  of  places,  conducted  under  similar  regu- 
lations, was  reduced  one-half  or  one-third  ? — I  think  so,  for  one  reason  amongst  others, 
that  even  if  the  number  of  places  was  less,  that  does  not  necessarily  reduce  the  quantity 
of  liquor  sold.     It  simply  places  the  trade  in  the  hands  of  fewer  individuals. 

18354.  You  think  that  would  be  the  result?— Yes. 

18355.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  feeling  of  the  people  generally  as  to  prohibi- 
tion ? — I  do  in  this  county. 

18356.  What  is  the  feeling  of  the  people  in  this  county? — The  feeling  in  the 
county,  outside  of  the  town,  is  almost  entirely  in  favour  of  prohibition. 

18357.  What  is  the  feeling  in  the  town  itself? — The  feeling  in  the  town  is  perhaps 
rather  different. 

18358.  To  what  do  you  attribute  this  different  feeling  in  the  town  ? — I  do  not  know 
that  I  can  give  you  the  reason. 

18359.  But  there  is  a  difference  in  the  feeling  existing  ? — Yes.  There  is  a  different 
class  of  people  in  the  town.  A  larger  proportion  of  them  occasionally  drink  than  is  the 
case  with  country  people,  and  I  suppose  they  would  like  to  have  liquor  convenient. 

18360.  Do  you  think  they  have  liquor  convenient  now  in  the  town? — They  have  it 
in  the  town  of  Charlottetown. 

18361.  What  is  the  position  in  the  other  towns?  Charlottetown  I  believe,  is  not 
in  this  county  ? — No,  but  if  they  have  it  here,  it  is  contrary  to  law. 

18362.  Is  it  convenient  in  the  town  ?     No  doubt  they  can  get  it  in  Charlottetown. 

18363.  I  am  speaking  of  this  county? — I  do  not  know,  I  never  tried  to  get  it.  I 
believe  people  do  get  it. 

18364.  Is  Alberton  in  a  more  prosperous  state  now  than  formerly,  I  mean  since  the 
Scott  Act  became  law  ? — I  think  so. 

18365.  Was  there  ship-building  carried  on  there? — Very  little.  There  was  ship- 
building about  two  miles  from  the  town  ;  perhaps  one  vessel  was  built  there  a  year. 

18366.  Do  you  notice  whether  those  engaged  in  ship-building  are  more  addicted  to 
the  use  of  liquor  than  townspeople  ? — I  do  not  think  there  is  very  much  difference. 

18367.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  state  of  public  feeling  on  this  question  outside 
of  the  Island  altogether  ? — I  do  not. 

18368.  In  the  country  districts  of  the  Island  you  think  there  is  generally  a  strong 
feeling  in  favour  of  prohibition  ? — I  am  sure  of  it. 

18369.  Do  you  think  that  the  feeling  which  you  say  exists  in  this  town  prevails  in 
the  towns  in  other  parts  of  the  province  ?— I  do  not  know,  but  it  is  very  likely. 
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By  Judge  McDonald : 

18370.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  where  there  are  two  places  or  half  a  dozen 
places  licensed,  they  will  sell  as  much  as  20  places  licensed  1 — I  think  so,  in  a  town. 

18371.  Do  you  think  the  same  principle  would  apply  with  regard  to  two  places  in 
Alberton  ?  Do  you  think  they  would  sell  as  much  liquor  as  if  there  were  a  great  many 
places  selling  ? — I  think  one  or  two  places  at  Alberton  sell  quite  as  much  as  several 
licensed  places  would  do. 

18372.  Would  two  illicit  places  sell  as  much  as  half  a  dozen  illicit  places  ? — Yes  ; 
there  are  a  certain  number  of  people  who  will  have  liquor  if  it  can  be  had  at  all. 

18373.  You  have  stated  your  view  as  to  Charlottetown,  that  the  Legislature  felt 
they  could  not  recognize  a  license  system,  and  therefore  they  would  place  a  police  regul- 
ation on  the  people  of  that  town.  Supposing  the  case  of  Charlottetown  were  the  case  of 
Alberton,  where  you  reside :  would  you  rather  that  there  should  be  a  limited  number  of 
places  selling  under  license  to  free  liquor  with  police  regulation  ? — I  would  rather  have 
free  liquor. 

18374.  In  your  own  place  ? — Yes. 

18375.  Rather  than  recognize  the  principle  of  license? — Yes,  because  a' great  many 
people  who  call  themselves  respectable  will  go  to  a  licensed  tavern  and  drink,  but  will 
not  go  to  an  illicit  place. 

18376.  Does  a  place  which  is  under  police  regulation  cease  to  be  illicit? — Yes,  in 
Charlottetown. 

18377.  I  was  asking  you  whether  in  your  own  place  you  would  rather  have  free 
liquor  than  license  ? — I  would  rather  have  it  in  Charlottetown  than  the  old  license  law. 
Of  course,  this  would  depend  on  the  provisions  of  the  license  law. 

18378.  If  you  are  opposed  to  a  license  law  in  principle,  why  should  the  details 
make  any  difference  ? — I  am  speaking  as  to  the  actual  working  of  the  law. 

18379.  I  was  speaking  of  it  as  a  question  of  principle.  You  were  legislating  for 
the  people  of  Charlottetown.  We  come  down  to  your  own  home  at  Alberton,  and  I  ask 
you  if  you  had  to  make  choice  between  a  license  law  to  restrict  the  sale  to  half  a  dozen 
people  with  all  the  ditficulties  thrown  in  the  way  of  selling,  as  is  the  case  in  Charlotte- 
town, or  the  free  sale  of  liquor,  you  would  adopt  license,  or  allow  everybody  to  sell  ? — I 
would  not  hesitate  to  do  the  same  as  was  done  in  regard  to  Charlottetown. 

18380.  So  with  you  it  is  a  matter  of  opposition  to  license? — Yes ;  to  the  principle 
of  license.  I  think  the  principle  of  license,  applied  to  the  sale  of  liquor,  is  altogether 
out  of  place. 

18381.  Therefore  the  Legislature  must  not  license  at  all  ? — That  is  my  opinion. 

18382.  You  look  upon  it  as  objectionable  in  principle? — ^Yes. 

18383.  As  an  objectionable  procedure  to  which  you  will  not  be  a  party  ?— Yes. 

18384.  You  believe  that  the  best  measure  of  all  would  be  prohibition  ? — I  do. 

18385.  I  was  reading  yesterday  as  to  certain  remedies  proposed  in  connection  with 
the  liquor  traffic.  General  Neil  Dow  believes  prohibition  is  the  only  remedy ;  but  he 
speaks  of  certain  other  remedies  put  forward  by  temperance  people,  I  presume,  in  the 
United  States.  One  proposal  was  that  the  Government  should  purchase  a  large  tract  of 
land  and  devote  it  to  the  cultivation  of  the  grape,  making  wine  so  plentiful  and  cheap 
as  to  become  the  national  beverage.  Another  proposal  was  to  found  a  large  number  of 
asylums,  in  which  persons  addicted  to  excessive  drinking  should  be  kept,  these  asylums 
to  be  maintained  by  taxes  levied  upon  saloon  keepers.  Still  another  proposal  was  to 
make  drunkenness  a  greater  crime  in  the  eye  of  the  law  than  it  is  at  present.  General 
Dow  was  opposed  to  these  propositions,  and  looked  upon  prohibition  as  the  only  remedy. 
Failing  the  adoption  of  prohibition,  would  any  one  of  these  plans  recommend  itself  to 
you — making  drunkenness  a  greater  crime,  founding  inebriate  asylums,  or  taking  steps 
to  make  light  wine  so  plentiful  as  to  become  the  national  beverage,  and  thus  get  rid  of 
ardent  spirits  ;  or  do  you  think  any  one  of  these  propositions  would  be  practicable  ? — I 
certainly  do  not  believe  in  putting  the  country  to  the  expense  of  producing  wine  for 
people  to  drink.  That  is  altogether  unnecessary,  as  I  cannot  see  any  advantage  that 
would  result  from  it. 
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18386.  What  as  regards  asylums,  and  the  proposition  to  make  saloon  keepers  pay 
for  their  maintenance  ? — I  would  rather,  if  I  did  build  asylums,  put  the  saloon  keepers 
in  them  and  keep  them  out  of  harm's  way,  instead  of  consigning  the  poor  drunkards  to 
them. 

18387.  You  would  rather  have  the  saloon  keepers  imprisoned? — I  would  rather 
have  them  out  of  the  way.  I  look  upon  men  addicted  to  drink  more  as  objects  of  pity 
l^ian  as  objects  for  punishment.  They  contract  the  habit  of  drinking  gradually.  I 
entirely  differ  with  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  who  thought  that  men  who  buy  liquor 
should  be  punished  as  well  as  men  who  sell  it.  I  do  not  think  the  guilt  of  the 
purchaser  at  all  equals  the  guilt  of  the  vendor.  The  bulk  of  the  people  who  buy  do  so 
to  satisfy  their  depraved  appetites,  and  they  do  it  almost  as  a  matter  of  necessity  at  the 
time  ;  and,  therefore,  we  should  be  willing  to  adopt  almost  any  expedient  to  get  rid  of 
the  liquor.     The  sellers  deliberately  carry  on  the  traffic. 

18388.  What  do  you  think  of  the  proposition  to  make  drunkenness  a  greater 
crime  in  the  eye  of  the  law  ?  We  understand  that  Charlottetown  has  increased  very 
much  the  punishment  for  drunkenness,  and  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate  imposes  heavier 
penalties  than  in  old  times  ? — That  has  not  been  done  by  the  Legislature. 

18389.  Perhaps  it  is  a  city  ordinance  1 — A  man  might  drink  any  quantity  of  liquor 
in  those  days  as  long  as  he  was  not  disorderly  on  the  street. 

18390.  The  Stipendiary  Magistrate  stated  before  the  Commission  that  when  he 
first  took  office  punishment  was  merely  nominal  so  far  as  regarded  drunkenness. 
Owing  to  some  legislation  that  has  taken  place  and  changes  in  prison  management,  that 
punishment  has  been  increased  ? — I  am  not  sure  whether  there  was  a  special  penalty 
fixed  by  the  Legislature. 

18391.  Do  you  think  an  increase  of  the  punishment  would  be  an  advantage  1 — Pos- 
sibly it  would. 

By  Mr.  Clarke : 

18392.  Persons  convicted  of  drunkenness  are  now  fined  large  sums  ? — Only  in  the 
town ;  I  think  it  is  a  by-law  adopted  by  the  town. 

By  Jiufge  McDonald  : 

18393.  Did  you  hear  the  evidence  of  the  licensed  Vendor  here  ? — I  did. 

18394.  Tou  heard  the  large  quantities  he  sold.  Did  you  hear  him  say  that  not 
much  of  that  liquor  was  sold  in  the  town,  but  that  most  of  it  was  sent  to  the  country 
districts  ?  Do  you  think  that  may  account  for  the  reduction  in  the  sales  in  the  rural 
districts  ] — Possibly  to  some  extent. 

18395.  People  come  to  town  and  buy  ? — It  may,  so  far  as  the  country  directly  sur- 
rounding the  town  is  concerned,  but  the  greater  part  of  this  country,  a  distance  from 
50  to  75  miles,  is  away  from  the  town. 

18396.  Do  you  think  the  people  there  must  get  their  liquor  at  those  illegal  places 
in  Alberton  ? — Yes,  almost  altogether. 

18397.  It  would  be  too  far  to  come  here  for  liquor? — It  is  55  miles  away. 

18398.  How  about  Tignish?— It  is  13  or  U  miles  further. 

18399.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  state  of  affairs  there  1 — I  think  there  is 
only  one  place  there  where  any  liquor  is  sold ;  formerly  there  were  quite  a  number  of 
places. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod  : 

18400.  Do  you  remember  whether  Summerside  gave  a  majority  in  favour  of  the 
Scott  Act  ? — I  do  not  remember.  There  was  no  separate  vote  taken.  I  think  Summer- 
side  gave  a  majority  in  favour  of  the  Act,  but  I  am  not  sure. 

18401.  You  have  stated  that  you  have  no  doubt  that  there  would  be  an  overwhelm- 
ingly strong  majority  in  the  rural  districts  of  the  county  in  favour  of  prohibition.  Do 
you  believe  that  even  in  the  towns,  there  is  now  a  majority  of  the  people  in  favour  of 
prohibition  ? — I  should  regard  the  vote  on  the  Scott  Act  as  a  vote  very  much  in  favour 
of  prohibition,  although  a  vote  on  prohibition  itself  would  probably  be  a  stronger  one. 

Hon.  Benjamin  Rogers. 
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There  are  some  people  who  contend  that  the  Scott  Act  is  ineffectual,  and  at  the  same 
time  they  would  vote  for  prohibition.  The  question  is  whether,  if  they  were  put  to  the 
test,  they  would  do  so  or  not,  but  I  believe  prohibition  would  be  carried  even  in  the 
towns. 

18402.  As  a  business  man  do  you  believe  that,  in  the  event  of  a  general  prohibitory 
law  being  adopted,  it  would  be  necessary  and  proper  to  compensate  brewers  and  dis- 
tillers, and  dealers  for  any  loss  they  might  sustain  by  reason  of  the  adoption  of  such 
vote  ? — I  do  not  know  on  what  ground  they  could  claim  it.  I  think  the  Legislature 
does  not  generally  recognize  the  principle  of  compensation  when  men  in  business  suffer 
from  particular  legislation  being  adopted.  I  remember  that  two  years  ago  Parliament 
passed  a  law  prohibiting  the  use  of  purse-seines  in  fishing.  A  large  number  of  our 
people  on  the  north  side  of  the  island  owned  quantities  of  those  seines,  which  they  were 
no  long^  allowed  to  use  ;  they  sjunply  lost  the  value  of  them,  and  there  was  no  question 
of  compensation  raised.  In  regard  to  the  liquor  business,  the  licensees  have  really  no 
guarantee  under  the  law  that  their  business  can  be  continued  more  than  one  year.  The 
licenses  given  are  the  only  guarantee  the  liquor  trade  possess,  and  they  are  granted  for 
a  limited  time,  and  no  assurance  is  given  that  these  licenses  will  be  renewed  or  extended. 
Distillers  and  brewers  manufacture  under  a  license. 

18403.  You  think  their  trade  is  contingent  on  a  renewal  of  the  license? — Yes. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

18404.  Is  there  any  authorized  Vendor  in  your  section  ? — No. 
By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

18405.  How  many  licensed  Vendors  are  there  for  the  province  ? — Two. 
Py  Judge  McDonald  : 

18406.  Is  there  any  licensed  Vendor  in  King's? — No. 
By  Mr.  Clarke  : 

18407.  Where  do  the  people  get  liquor  in  King's  ? — Where  other  people  get  it  for 
medicinal  purposes. 

^  18408.  Are  you  acquainted  in  King's  ?-^I  am  not  much  acquainted  there. 


DAVID  ROGERS,  M.P.P.,  of  Summerside,  storekeeper,  on  being  duly  sworn, 
deposed  as  follows : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

18409.  Do  you  hold  any  official  position  ? — I  am  a  member  of  the  Local  Legislature. 

18410.  For  what  district  ? — For  this  town  and  district. 

18411.  How  long  have  you  been  a  member  of  the  Legislature  ? — Since  1889. 

18412.  And  how  long  have  you  done  business  in  this  district? — I  have  done 
business  in  this  district  for  33  or  34  years. 

18413.  Have  you  known  Summerside  under  a  license  law  and  under  the  Scott 
Act?— Yes. 

By  Mr.  Clarke: 

18414.  Which  do  you  prefer,  Summerside  as  it  is,  or  as  it  was? — I  do  not  favour  a 
license  law. 

18415.  Are  you  opposed  to  a  license  law? — I  am  altogether  opposed  to  the 
principle  of  license. 

18416.  You  heard  the  evidence  of  Hon.  Mr.  Rogers  respecting  the  immorality  of 
recognizing  the  principle  of  license.  Do  you  concur  wi^h  him  ? — I  believe  the  principle 
is  bad. 
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18417.  What  would  you  favour?  In  a  city  like  Charlottetown,  where  the  Scott 
Act  has  been  repealed  by  the  vote  of  the  people,  what  ^ould  you  substitute  for  ic  t— 
The  Scott  Act  contains  the  principle  of  license. 

18418.  Suppose  the  Scott  Act  were  repealed,  what  would  you  substitute! — I 
would  not  recognize  the  traffic  in  any  way. 

18419.  Would  you  pass  any  police  restrictions  ;  would  you  recognize  it  so  far  as  to 
make  regulations  or  restrictions  respecting  it  ? — I  would  restrict  the  sale  of  liquor  as  far 
as  possible,  without  sanctioning  the  sale  of  it. 

18420.  Suppose  you  passed  a  law  to  reduce  the  number  of  places  selling  to  thirty, 
instead  of  allowing  every  person  who  complies  with  the  police  regulations  to  sell,  would 
that  be  restriction  ? — I  would  not  do  it. 

18421.  Would  you  follow  the  system  now  prevailing  in  Charlottetown? — Yes.  I 
think  it*  is  the  best  thing,  next  to  prohibition.  Make  the  law  as  strict  as  possible  to 
prevent  the  dealers  doing  any  more  harm  than  possible. 

18422.  Do  you  think  it  makes  any  difference  as  regards  the  number  of  places 
selling  ? — I  think  it  does  not  make  much  difference. 

18423.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  of  Hon.  Mr.  Rogers  respecting  license.  Do 
you  take  the  same  view  as  he  does  ? — In  the  main,  I  do. 

18424.  How  do  you  find  the  Scott  Act  enforced  here? — It  is  fairly  well  enforced  ; 
it  is  a  very  difficult  thing  to  enforce  it. 

18425.  How  is  that  ? — There  are  many  reasons.  The  difficulty  of  getting  evidence 
is  one  very  strong  i*eason. 

18426.  Is  there  any  other  reason? — The  Inspector  is  sometimes  restrained  for  some 
cause.  For  instance,  he  does  not  like  to  make  himself  too  officious  in  the  communit}', 
who  are  his  friends.     That  has  an  influence  on  the  Inspector  at  times. 

18427.  Does  that  operate  on  the  police,  too  ? — It  may,  to  a  certain  extent 

18428.  They  do  not  like  to  make  themselves  too  officious? — Yes,  I  think  that  has 
a  certain  intluence.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  has  great  influence  or  not,  but  it  has 
some  influence  on  him.  Why  I  say  so  is,  because  I  know  the  Inspector  has  been  sub- 
jected to  outrage  and  indignity  on  account  of  pressing  too  strongly  the  enforcement 
of  the  Act. 

18429.  Who  offered  him  this  outrage  and  indignity? — I>cannot  tell  you. 

18430.  Were  they  citizens  of  the  to<ivn1 — I  cannot  tell  you.  All  I  know  is  that 
there  have  been  cases  of  that  kind,  not  very  many. 

18431.  Of  the  officer  being  subjected  to  outrage  and  indignity  because  he  did 
his  duty  ? — I  think  cases  of  that  kind  have  occurred  in  the  town  and  in  the  country, 
too. 

18432.  Very  recently? — No,  not  very  recently. 

1 8433.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  municipal  elections  ? — Yes,  I  was  here 
at  the  time. 

18434.  What  was' the  main  issue  in  the  electoral  contest? — I  think  the  temperance 
body  considered  that  the  Council  did  not  enforce  the  law  as  rigidly  as  they  thought  it 
might  be  enforced. 

18435.  Did  they  put  up  a  ticket? — They  thought  a  change  would  be  better. 

18436.  Did  they  make  up  a  ticket?— They  did. 

18437.  What  was  the  result  of  the  election? — The  old  Board  was  elected,  with' one 
exception. 

18438.  Was  the  ticket  composed  of  men  who  favoured  a  more  rigid  enforcement  of 
the  Canada  Temperance  Act,  with  one  exception,  defeated  ? — A.  Yes. 

1 8439.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that  defeat  ? — To  several  causes. 

18440.  Was  it  evident  that  the  people  were  satisfied  with  the  law  as  it  was  then 
enforced  ? — T  do  not  think  so,  altogether.  There  are  many  circumstances  that  enter  into 
an  election,  outside  of  the  main  issue,  particularly  in  closely  contested  constituencies, 
and  in  these  cases  very  small  side  issues  will  decide  a  contest. 

18441.  Did  those  who  favour  a  more  rigid  enforcement  of  the  Canada  Temperance 
Act  support  the  ticket  put  up  by  the  temperance  people  ? — Not  strictly ;  I  do  not 
think  they  did. 

David  Rogers. 
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18442.  You  think  that  some  who  voted  for  the  winning  ticket,  favour  a  more  rigid 
enforcement  of  the  law  1 — It  was  thought  so.  T  do  not  think  they  did  so  generally ;  in 
my  opinion,  there  were  probably  several  causes  for  the  defeat. 

18443.  The  vote  was  taken  by  ballot?— Yes. 

18444.  How  many  places,  according  to  general  repute,  are  selling  liquor  contrary 
to  law  in  this  town? — I  really  do  not  know,  I  cannot  say  exactly. 

18445.  Is  there  any  difficulty  now  experienced  in  purchasing  liquor  here? — I  do 
not  think  there  is  any. 

18446.  Do  you  attribute  that  state  of  things  to  the  lax  enforcement  of  the  law  ? — 
It  appears  to  me  it  would  not  make  much  difference  how  strictly  the  law  was  enforced, 
for  there  would  still  be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  liquor. 

•    18447.  Would  you  favour  a  general  prohibitory  law  ? — I  would. 

18448.  Do  you  think  it  could  be  enforced  here? — I  think  it  would  be  far  more 
effectual  than  any  law  that  has  been  passed. 

18449.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  feeling  of  the  people  of  the  Province  gener- 
ally on  this  question  ? — My  opinion  is  that  a  prohibitory  law  would  be  acceptable  to  a 
majority  of  the  people  of  the  county. 

18450.  Might  the  same  be  said  of  the  people  in  other  counties  of  the  province  ? — I 
do  not  know,  but  I  imagine  it  could  be.  I  think  Queen's  would  favour  it ;  King's  I  do 
not  know  so  much  about ;  but,  generally  speaking,  I  think  the  people  of  the  Province 
would  accept  a  prohibitory  law,  that  is  to  say  that  they  would  agree  to  accept  a  general 
prohibitory  law.     I  do  not  think  a  Provincial  prohibitory  law  would  be  worth  a  cent. 

18451.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  feeling  of  the  people  in  the  other  Provinces 
of  the  Dominion  ? — I  do  not. 

18452.  Has  business  in  Summerside  been  better  since  the  enactment  of  the  Scott 
Act  ? — It  is  very  hard  to  tell.  Business  changes  very  much  from  many  causes  ;  differ- 
ent circumstances  occur  that  change  business,  and  so  it  is  hard  to  tell. 

18453.  Has  there  been  a  marked  decrease  in  drunkenness  under  the  Scott  Act? — I 
think  so. 

18454.  Do  you  attribute  that  improved  condition  to  the  Act? — Partly. 

18455.  And  partly  to  what  else? — To  the  working  of  the  temperance  societies,  the 
W.C.T.U.,  and  to  the  agitation  that  has  taken  place.  The  platfoi^n,  the  press  and  the 
temperance  societies  have  done  as  much  as  the  Scott  Act  in  making  drinking  not  respect- 
able, and  in  bringing  about  changes  in  the  drinking  customs.  Now  drinking  is  looked 
upon  as  not  creditable  to  a  man.  The  influences  exercised  by  the  churches,  by  the  tem- 
perance organizations  and  by  the  press  have  brought  this  about,  in  connection  with  the 
Scott  Act :  all  these  agencies  have  been  the  means  of  reducing  drinking  very  much. 


Rev.  JOHN  A.  McDONALD,  of  Miscouche,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as 
follows  : — 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

18456.  You  are  the  Parish  Priest  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  at  Miscouche,  I 
believe  ? — Yes,  of  Miscouche  and  Wellington. 

18457.  How  long  have  you  been  there  ? — I  have  been  there  three  years  past. 

By  Mr,  Gigatdt : 

18458.  How  is  the  Scott  Act  observed  in  your  parish? — It  is  well  observed  ;  there 
is  no  liquor  sold  in  the  parish. 

18459.  Were  you  living  in  Miscouche  when  the  Scott  Act  was  passed  and  came 
into  force  ? — No,  it  was  in  force  when  I  came  there. 

18460.  Do  you  know  what  was  the  state  of  things  when  the  Scott  Act  came  into 
force  ? — At  the  time  the  Scott  Act  came  into  force,  there  were  temperance  societies  in 
operation  an<  1  the  people  were  temperate.     As  regards  license,  I  was  not  there  at  that  time. 
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18461.  So,  if  the  people  are  temperate  now,  it  is  not  on  account  of  that  Act,  be- 
cause they  were  temperate  before  the  Scott  Act  came  into  force  1 — Yes. 

18462.  Do  you  believe  that  moral  suasion  has  more  effect  in  promoting  temperance 
than  legislation  ? — I  believe  the  two  combined  are  required.  You  require  moral  suasion, 
and  I  consider  moral  suasion  to  be  the  chief  element  in  promoting  temperance,  and 
legislation  is  also  desirable  to  back  up  these  efforts  and  restrict  the  sale. 

18463.  I  suppose  you  favour  total  abstinence? — I  favour  total  abstinence. 

18464.  Do  you  believe  that  the  Divine  law  forbids  the  moderate  use  of  wine? — Na 

18465.  Do  you  believe  it  is  a  sin  to  take  a  glass  of  wine  or  a  glass  of  cider! — Na 

18466.  It  has  been  established  tliat  the  Scott  Act  is  not  well  enforced  in  Sununer- 
side.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  non-enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — It  is  difficult  to 
say,  but  1  think  public  sentiment  is,  to  a  large  extent,  opposed  to  it ;  at  all  events  it  is 
not  supported  by  public  sentiment. 

18467.  So  you  believe  that  public  sentiment  is  necessary  for  the  enforcement  of  the 
Scott  Act  ? — I  think  it  is  required.  If  the  temperance  sentiment  were  very  strong  in 
this  city,  if  it  were  as  strong  as  it  is  in  the  country  districts,  the  Act  here  would  be 
very  much  more  easily  enforced. 

18468.  As  a  clergyman,  have  you  worked  to  any  considerable  extent  to  promote 
temperance  ? — Yes,  I  have  worked  to  promote  temperance.  One  of  the  difficulties,  of 
course,  is  the  fact  that  this  district  is  near  Summerside,  and  although  liquor  may  not  be 
sold  in  our  locality,  the  people  may  come  into  Summerside  and  obtain  it  freely.  The 
other  missions  have  assisted  in  closing  down  some  places  where  it  was  sold. 

18469.  In  the  neighbouring  districts  is  the  Scott  Act  well  observed? — In  the  neigh- 
bouring districts  it  is  pretty  well  observed.  Sometimes  it  is  sold  for  a  short  time  before 
the  fact  is  noticed,  but  after  a  time  the  parties  are  discovered  and  the  places  are  closed. 
Sometimes  there  are  places,  even  in  the  vicinity  of  Miscouche  itself  and  in  neighbour 
ing  places,  where  liquor  is  sold  for  a  time. 

18470.  Do  you  believe  that  the  prohibitory  or  restrictive  clauses  of  the  license  Act 
work  as  well  for  the  promotion  of  temperance  as  does  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  have  had  very 
little  knowledge  of  the  working  of  the  License  Law.  I  was  young  at  the  time  it  was 
in  force,  but  I  think, with  the  public  sentiment  that  prevails  in  the  country,  that  a  local 
option  Act  could  be  enforced  as  easily  as  the  Scott  Act.  Of  course  the  authorities  would 
refuse  licenses  where  there  was  a  strong  public  sentiment  opposed  to  granting  them. 

18471.  So  under  a  License  Act,  it  would  be  as  easy  to  prevent  the  sale  of  liquor  as 
it  is  under  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  think  so,  with  the  present  opinion  of  the  peopla  The.-e 
is  a  great  difference  in  the  state  of  the  town  from  what  it  was  in  olden  times  ;  the  people 
are  better  educated,  and  they  see  the  evils  of  intemperance.  I  think  that  even  now 
they  would  enforce  more  strictly  a  license  law  than  it  has  been  enforced  during  past 
years. 

18472.  To  what  do  you  attribute  this  better  education  of  the  people?— To  moral 
teaching  and  to  moral  suasion  to  a  great  extent. 

18473.  So  drunkenness  has  decreased  a  great  deal? — I  think  drunkenness  has 
decreased  a  great  deal  in  the  country  places. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

18474.  What  is  the  moral  effect  of  having  a  law  on  the  statute-book  that  is  fla- 
grantly and  regularly  violated  ? — The  effect  must  be  bad. 

18475.  Do  you  attribute  the  partial  enforcement  only  of  the  law  in  such  centres  as 
Summerside  to  a  lack  of  public  sentiment  ? — It  is  due  to  a  lack  of  public  sentiment,  and 
also  to  a  lack  of  adequate  machinery  with  which  to  carry  out  the  Act. 

18476.  What  does  the  Act  require  for  its  enforcement  ? — A  public  prosecutor  whose 
duty  it  would  be  to  carry  out  the  law.  I  have  found  that  in  Wellington  the  Inspector 
was  too  far  away,  and  it  was  stated  within  the  last  year  that  the  parties  living  in  the 
vicinity  would  have  to  act  as  prosecutors. 

18477.  Is  there  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  having  additional  Inspectors :  cannot 
the  people  petition  the  Government  to  furnish  such  additional  Inspectors ;  or  does  the 
question  of  expense  stand  in  the  way  ? — I  do  not  know. 

Rev.  John  A.  McDonald. 
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18478.  What  is  the  length  of  the  county  in  which  this  town  is  situated  ? — I  think 
it  is  nearly  70  miles  from  Tignish  to  this  town. 

18479.  At  some  points,  I  suppose  it  is  nearly  the  same  number  of  miles  in  width  1 
— Yes,  it  is  impossible  for  one  Inspector  to  cover  the  territory. 

18480.  Is  there  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  people  who  desire  a  more  rigid 
enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act,  having  more  Inspectors  appointed  1 — I  do  not  think  the 
people  are  unanimous  in  having  the  Act  so  strictly  enforced. 

18481.  Then  it  is  due  to  lack  of  public  sentiment  behind  the  Act  ? — It  is  due  to 
A  lack  of  public  sentiment. 

18482.  Do  you  think  the  way  in  which  the  law  is  enforced  in  this  town  reflects  the 
public  sentiment  of  the  town  in  regard  to  the  Act  ? — Yes,  to  a  great  extent. 

18483.  Do  you  think  this  was  evidenced  in  the  contest  which  took  place  at  the  last 
municipal  elections  1 — I  have  not  very  great  knowledge  in  regard  to  that  matter,  although 
I  have  read  the  reports. 

18484.  Did  you  hear  the  evidence  given  by  the  Mayor  this  morning? — I  was  not 
present  at  the  time. 

18485.  Did  you  hear  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Rogers  as  to  the  position  taken  by  the 
temperance  people  ? — No. 

18486.  It  appears  that  there  was  a  general  desire  on  their  part,  at  all  events  in  the 
town  of  Summerside,  to  secure  a  more  rigid  enforcement  of  the  Scott  Act  1 — Yes. 

18487.  And  the  election  of  Mayor  was  run  largely  on  that  issue,  with  the  result 
that  the  advocates  of  the  present  method  of  enforcement  carried  the  day.  Do  you  think 
a  considerable  percentage  of  the  people  in  the  rural  districts  are  not  in  favour  of  the 
Scott  Act  ? — A  great  many  are  in  favour  of  having  a  law  on  the  statute-book  to  prevent 
the  sale  of  liquor  in  those  places ;  I  do  not  know  whether  they  favour  the  Scott  Act 
more  than  any  other  restrictive  law. 

18488.  I  suppose  the  better  observance  of  the  law  in  the  country  districts  is  due 
to  the  fact  that  there  is  a  larger  proportion  of  the  people  favourable  to  its  enforcement  1 
— Yes,  and  it  is  more  easy  to  detect  those  who  sell  illicitly. 

18489.  Would  you  favour  the  passage  of  a  general  prohibitory  law  for  the  whole 
Dominion  ? — No. 

18490.  Why  not? — I  should  not  consider  it  was  just  towards  those  persons  who 
differ  from  me  in  opinion,  moderate  drinkers,  to  advocate  such  a  measure. 

18491.  Do  you  think  the  passage  of  a  general  prohibitory  law  or  the  passage  of  a 
local  prohibitory  law  would  be  an  interference  with  the  natural  rights  of  those  in- 
dividuals who  drink  in  moderation  ? — I  think  so. 

18492.  Then  you  would  not  favour  the  passage  of  a  prohibitory  law  for  the  whole 
Dominion  ? — Not  total  prohibition. 

18493.  Would  you  support  local  option  and  a  measure  for  prohibition  in  school  dis- 
tricts, so  far  as  the  people  favoured  it  ] — ^Yes. 

By  Rev,  Dr,  McLeod: 

18494.  If  public  opinion  in  those  localities  were  sufficiently  strong  to  oppose  the 
manufacture  and  importation  of  liquor,  except  for  sacramental,  mechanical  and  medi- 
cinal purposes,  would  that  fact  remove  some  of  the  difficulties  with  which  we  have  to 
contend  in  dealing  with  this  question  ] — Of  course,  if  the  people  were  all  pledged  to 
support  temperance,  extreme  measures  would  not  be  necessary. 

18495.  For  instance,  in  a  locality  such  as  Miscouche  :  If  a  strong  majority  of  the 
people  favoured  prohibition  in  that  locality,  would  you  think  it  desirable  ?— -Yes. 

1 8496.  If  a  like  proportion  of  the  people  throughout  the  whole  Dominion  favoured 
prohibition  for  the  whole  country,  except  wine  and  liquors  for  sacramental  and  medi- 
cinal purposes,  would  that  also  be  good  and  desirable  ? — If  they  agreed  to  the  principle 
of  total  abstinence  from  conviction,  if  they  all  agree  to  be  total  abstainers,  I  should 
consider  it  was  all  right ;  if  the  great  majority  were  total  abstainers  on  principle,  I 
should  much  prefer  that  method  of  arriving  at  the  result  than  efforts  being  made  to 
make  them  such  by  legislation. 

18497.  Are  there  in  the  community  to  which  you  refer,  some  persons  who  are  not 
from  conviction  total  abstainers  ? — There  are. 
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18498.  Is  it  fair  to  them  that  the  large  majority  of  the  people  should  vote  for  pro- 
hibition ? — Those  persons  can  obtain  liquor  for  medicinal  purposes  through  the  Vendors. 

18499.  I  do  not  mean  any  prohibition  which  closes  the  sale  for  medicinal  or  sacra- 
mental purposes.  Of  course,  any  proposition  excludes  the  sale  of  liquor  for  medicinal 
or  sacramental  purposes.  Now,  excluding  those  two  requirements,  do  you  think  if  a 
strong  majority  of  the  people  were  in  favour  of  the  prohibition  of  the  sale  of  liquor  for 
beverage  purposes,  it  should  be  agreed  to  ? — I  think  it  would  not  be  just  to  those  persons 
who  use  liquor  in  moderation.  I  think  it  would  be  an  unjust  interference  with  them. 
I  would  have  the  trade  so  restricted  that  no  abuse  would  flow  from  it,  and  even  if  the 
minority  wished  to  have  liquor  in  moderation  they  could  do  so. 

18500.  You  have  prohibition  in  Miscouche? — Not  prohibition. 

18501.  There  is  no  sale  there  ? — No,  but  it  is  only  five  miles  from  Summerside. 

18502.  You  think  the  Act  gives  a  monopoly  to  an  adjoining  town? — It  gives  a 
monopoly. 

18503.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  better  for  those  people  if  they  could  not  obtam 
liquor  at  Summerside  ? — It  would  be  better  for  some  of  those  who  use  it  if  there  were 
some  houses  where  it  would  be  generally  known  that  liquor  was  sold  and  where  the  people 
could  get  it.  For  example,  if  there  were  two  or  three  places  established  where  liquor 
would  be  sold,  and  if  Inspectors  were  appointed  to  look  closely  after  those  who  sold  liquor, 
and  then  if  people  visited  those  houses  and  the  laiV^  was  violated,  and  liquor  was  given 
to  persons  when  the  sellers  had  been  notified  not  to  sell  to  them,  of  course  those  persons 
should  be  punished. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

18504.  You  prefer  a  rigid  license  law  to  free  sale  of  liquor.  If  other  communities 
were  similarly  situated  to  Charlottetown,  would  you  favour  a  rigid  license  law?— I 
would  have  the  sale  restricted  in  regard  to  numbers  selling,  in  addition  to  other  restric- 
tions. 

18505.  There  have  been  a  number  of  restrictions  provided  in  Charlottetown. 
There  must  be  only  one  entrance  ;  there  must  be  no  blinds ;  the  counter  must  be  a 
certain  height ;  there  must  be  no  seats,  and  there  are  other  restrictions.  Do  you 
favour  the  indiscriminate  sale  with  those  restrictions  % — No. 

18506.  You  favour  a  license  law  instead  ? — Yes. 

18507.  Restricting  the  number  of  sellers  also? — Yes. 


JOHN  F.  GILLIS,  M.D.,  of  Summerside,  on  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  folbws: 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

18508.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Summerside? — About  14  years. 

18509.  Have  you  practised  here  all  that  time  ? — Yes. 

18510.  Was  the  license  law  in  force  when  you  first  came  here? — I  think  it  was, 
but  I  almost  forget. 

18511.  The  Scott  Act  came  into  force  shortly  afterwards? — Yes. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

18512.  Do  you  know  much  about  the  operation  of  the  Scott  Act  ? — I  do  not  know 
much  about  it. 

18513.  Is  it  fairly  well  enforced? — I  think  as  fairly  as  it  could  be.  I  think  it 
would  be  better  if  it  were  left  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Dominion  Government 
instead  of  the  local  authorities. 

18514.  What  would  be  the  advantage? — Those  who  would  have  to  put  the  Act 
into  force  would  have  their  appointment  from  an  authority  further  away  from  where 
the  offence  is  committed. 

Rbv.  John  A.  McDonald. 
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18515.  But  the  Act  is  put  into  force  by  the  votes  of  the  people  of  this  county  1 — 
Yes,  but  there  are  no  officials  to  enforce  it. 

18516.  There  is  an  Inspector  appointed? — If  that  Inspector  were  appointed  by  the 
Dominion,  he  would  enforce  the  law  Ijetter. 

18517.  Why? — Because  the  authority  appointing  him  is  further  away  from  the 
pt^ce  where  the  oftence  is  committed,  so  there  could  not  be  as  much  influence  brought 
to  bear. 

18518.  Is  there  influence  brought  to  bear  on  the  official  ? — Of  course  there  is. 
18519^  By  whom? — By  the  community. 

18520.  Do  the  people  who  favour  the  Scott  Act  and  its  enforcement  bring  influence 
to  bear  ? — In  some  cases  they  do. 

18521.  And  those  who  oppose  the  Scott  Act  are  not  anxious  to  see  it  enforced  ? 
— Of  course,  all  those  who  oppose  the  Scott  Act  are  not  anxious  to  see  it  enforced.  Of 
course,  all  those  who  oppose  the  Scott  Act  ar^  not  in  favour  of  temperance. 

18522.  Are  all  those  who  support  the  Scott  Act  in  favor  of  temperance? — I  do 
not  think  they  are.     The  records  do  not  show  it. 

18523.  Do  you  think  the  officers  here  enforce  the  law  as  well  as  local  officers  can  1 
— I  think  so. 

18524.  Have  they  succeeded  in  putting  a  stop  to  the  sale  of  liquor  to  a  large  ex- 
tent ? — I  do  not  think  the  Scott  Act  has  curtailed  the  sale  of  liquor  in  Summerside  at 
all ;  there  are  other  factors.  The  occupation  of  the  people  has  changed.  When  I 
came  here,  there  were  a  number  of  vessels  built  here,  and  a  large  floating  population 
paid  off  at  times,  and  after  being  paid  off  they  liked  to  have  a  bit  of  a  time.  That 
element  has  all  gone  now. 

18525.  Were  there  sailors  here  ? — There  are  not  as  many  sailors  now  as  there  were 
then.  They  used  to  come  here  then  to  man  those  vessels,  but  there  are  other  ways  of 
carrying  freight  now. 

18526.  You  think  the  changed  condition  of  affairs  has  had  everything  to  do  with 
the  change  of  condition  ? — I  think  to  a  large  extent. 

18527.  Is  there  any  difficulty  in  obtaining  liquor  here  now  ? — I  cannot  say,  but  I 
do  not  think  there  is. 

18528.  Are  many  places  selling  liquor? — I  do  not  know. 

18529.  Would  you  favour  the  passage  of  a  general  prohibitory  law  ? — No. 

18530.  Why  ? — I  do  not  think  the  people  would  observe  it ;  or  if  a  law  were  passed 
they  would  take  to  other  drinks  perhaps  more  injurious  than  alcohol. 

18531.  Has  the  sale  of  patent  medicines  increased  or  decreased  ? — I  think  it  has  in- 
creased. 

18532.  Because  of  the  bad  health  of  the  people  ? — No,  I  think  not. 

18533.  Why  ? — Because  of  the  alcohol  there  is  in  them. 

18534.  Is  not  that  a  compliment  to  the  Scott  Act,  showing  that  it  is  being  enforced 
pretty  well,  and  that  the  people  cannot  get  alcohol  as  a  beverage  ? — I  do  not  think  the 
people  who  buy  patent  medicines  are  aware  what  they  contain,  but  they  sow  the 
seed  and  cive  the  appetite  for  drink. 

1 8535.  Could  you  suggest  any  amendments  to  the  Scott  Act,  which  would  make  it 
more  workable? — I  think  it  would  work  well  if  the  officials  were  appointed  by  the 
central  government. 

18536.  Do  you  think  the  municipalities  would  pay  them? — I  do  not  think  so.  I 
do  not  think  public  opinion  is  sufficiently  strong  for  that. 

18537.  How  would  the  Dominion  pay  those  officers  ? — Like  other  officers,  out  of  the 
general  fund. 

18538.  Provision  has  been  made  by  the  Dominion  for  handing  over  the  fines 
imposed  for  violating  the  Scott  Act  to  the  Municipal  Councils,  to  enable  them  to  enforce 
the  Scott  Act.  Is  there  anything  in  the  way  of  people  in  Summerside  or  in  the  county 
appointing  additional  officers,  and  paying  them  out  of  the  fines  from  enforcing  the  Act  ? 
— I  do  not  know  ;  but  I  have  heard  it  said  that  there  are  only  about  a  dozen  people 
in  Summerside  who  drink  to  excess,  and  the  other  people  say  they  should  not  be 
taxed  for  those  people  to  keep  within  temperate  limits. 
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9.  Are  those  half  dozen  people  who  are  said  to  sell  liquor,  besides  the  licensed 
aaking  enough  money  to  be  fined  occasionally  and  still  make  a  profit  ? — I  do  not 
thing  about  that. 
[).  You  do  not  know  where  those  people  you  speak  of  get  their  liquor  1 — No. 

By  Rev,  Dr.  McLeod  : 

1.  Did  you  receive  a  circular  from  the  ([Commission? — Yes. 

2.  Did  you  answer  it  ? — I  have  not  sent  it  in  yet,  but  I  intend  to  do  so. 

3.  Do  you  think  that  total  abstinence  is  compatible  with  the  beat  health  % — In 

!S. 

4.  In  the  majority  of  cases  ? — I  daresay  in  the  majority  of  cases  of  people 
taken  it  from  infancy  we  could  cure  them  without  alcohol,  but  if  you  take 
f  mankind  as  we  have  it,  it  would  not  be  always  successful. 

5.  You  prescribe  liquors  only  medicinally  ? — Yes. 

6.  And  moderately  ? — Yes,  moderately  and  well  diluted. 

7.  Do  you  prescribe  liquors  to  persons  in  health  1 — No. 

8.  Were  you  here  when  the  licensed  Vendor  was  being  examined  % — No,  I  have 
only  a  little  while. 

9.  Is  it  your  custom  to  prescribe  liquors,  in  sickness,  in  large  quantities  1 — No, 
aful  doses. 

0.  In  giving  orders  on  the  licensed  Vendor,  is  it  your  custom  to  give  large 
Usually  a  bottle. 

1.  Do  you  ever  give  an  order  for  a  variety  of  liquors  at  the  same  timel— 
s. 

2.  How^  much  does  a  bottle  hold  ? — An  imperial  quart  holds  24  ounces. 

3.  If  a  person  ordered  6  or  8  pints,  would  you  think  that  extraordinary  t— 
uld  not. 

4.  What  condition  of  illness  would  you  think  required  that  ? — Those  who  are 
ly  taking  it  and  require  it. 

5.  Would  you  think  it  extraordinary  for  a  doctor  to  order  8  pints,  to  be  taken 
)lespoonful  at  a  time  and  well  diluted  ? — No. 

6.  How  long  would  that  last  1 — It  is  a  matter  of  calculation. 

7.  We  find  ordei-s  for  wholesale  quantities :  would  you  think  there  was  anj- 
raordinary  in  that? — The  circumstances  may  change. 

8.  Do  you  think  there  is  anything  extraordinary  in  the  state  of  affairs  shown ) 

9.  Last  year  the  Vendor  sold  $8,000  worth? — I  know  nothing  about  that 

0.  You  think  there  is  nothing  extraordinary  in  the  ordering  of  four  bottles  at 
No. 

1.  If  a  man  were  living  in  Summerside? — I  would  order  a  bottle.  I  believe 
)t  get  less  than  a  pint. 

2.  That  would  last  long  enough  for  the  man  to  get  well  or  die  probably  t— 
Id  depend  on  the  acuteness  of  the  disease. 

3.  Do  you  think  that  a  total  abstainer  has  a  better  chance  of  recovering  than 
^  man? — That  would  depend  upon  how  much  he  drinks. 

4.  A  man  who  4rinks  every  day  ? — That  depends  upon  the  temperamentw  If  he 
who  makes  any  adipose  tissue,  I  do  not   think  he  has  as  good  a  chance ;  bat 

I  think  he  has  quite  as  good  a  chance,  that  is  a  moderate  drinker  with  his 
11  diluted. 

5.  Do  you  think  the  children  of  moderate  drinkers  are  more  liable  to  brain 
ms  diseases  than  others  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

6.  Do  you  think  doctors'  orders  should  be  given  without  examination  t— I 
3  a  man  an  order,  unless  he  says  he  wants  it  for  medicine. 

7.  Do  you  leave  that  to  him  ?— -Yes. 

8.  Do  you  not  diagnose  his  case  ? — No,  because  sometimes  there  are  medicines 
or  persons  whom  you  do  not  see  at  all,  for  a  patient  who  is  at  home,  and  yon 
ike  the  word  of  the  man  for  it. 

HN  F.  GiLLIS. 
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18569.  And  you  give  an  order  for  a  quantity  ? — A  bottle.  Doctors  do  not  want  to 
be  annoyed  every  day  by  patients  of  that  stamp,  and  they  very  often  give  orders  for  a 
larger  quantity,  so  as  not  to  have  them  come  again. 

18570.  In  that  case  might  not  the  balance  of  the  six  or  eight  pints  be  used  for 
other  purposes  than  medicine  ? — It  might  be.  I  do  not  know  it  would  be  more  so  than 
in  regard  to  any  other  drug.  I  prescribe  alcohol  and  tell  the  patient  hoW  to  use  it, 
and  if  there  is  any  danger  of  his  using  it  irregularly,  he  is  responsible  and  not  I. 

18571.  Do  you  think  the  use  of  alcohol  by  the  medical  profession  is  increasing  or 
decreasing  ? — I  do  not  think  it  is  increasing,  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  decreasing.  I  do  not 
think  there  are  half  as  many  people  call  on  me  for  orders  as  did  two  or  three  years  ago ; 
nor  a  quarter  as  many  as  did  eight  years  ago. 

By  Mr.  GigavJt : 

18572.  Is  the  moderate  use  of  wine  sometimes  useful  to  persons,  even  in  good 
health  ? — I  do  not  think  it  does  any  injury,  but  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  of  any  use  to 
persons  in  good  health. 

18573.  Is  noo  wine  considered  food  for  some  persons  1 — -Yes,  it  is  for  some  persons. 

18574.  And  if  it  is  a  food,  is  it  not  useful? — I  think  there  are  foods  which  could 
take  its  place. 

18575.  In  France  it  is  generally  used  1 — I  think  it  is  there,  and  it  does  contain 
some  nourishment,  but  in  this  country  I  do  not  think  a  healthy  man  requires  any 
alcohol. 

18576.  Is  the  healthful  use  of  cider  injurious  to  any  one  ? — No,  I  think  it  is  bene- 
ficial to  some. 

18577.  Do  you  think  the  majority  of  the  people  in  this  country  favour  total  prohi- 
bition for  the  whole  Dominion  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

By  Judge  McDonald  : 

18578.  Look  at  that  prescription  stating  that  a  person  requires  two  gallons  of 
liquor  for  medicinal  use  1 — Sometimes  the  country  people  manufacture  a  kind  of  medi- 
cine of  their  own,  which  they  make  out  of  blue  berries  and  spirits.     They  call  it  shrub. 

1 8579.  As  a  medicine  1— They  use  it  as  a  medicine. 

18580.  Do  you  think  it  is  a  compliance  with  law,  or  professional  practice,  for  a 
medical  man  to  give  an  order  for  two  gallons  of  liquor;  which  might  be  anything  ? — 
Of  course  one  pint  is  the  smallest  quantity. 

By  Mr,  Clarke  : 

18581.  What  is  meant  by  the  word  liquor  there  ? — I  do  not  know.  , 

18582.  Does  it  mean  whisky,  or  brandy,  or  gin? — It  may  be  anything,  it  may  be 
water. 

By  Judge  McDonald : 

18583.  What  is  meant  by  spirits? — I  understand  Jamaica  rum. 

1 8584.  Here  is  a  prescription  for  eight  bottles,  and  on  it  is  marked  1  pint  March 
16th,  1  on  April  8th,  1  on  July  8th,  1  on  July  11th.  How  do  you  account  for  that? — 
That  is  a  chronic  case,  I  suppose. 

18585.  You  said  that  people  will  go  to  a  medical  man  and  ask  for  these  prescrip- 
tions, and  that  to  save  being  bothered,  the  medical  man  gives  them  a  good  large  order. 
Do  you  deliberately  make  that  statement  ? — Not  in  every  case. 

1 8586.  In  any  case  ? — They  do  in  some  cases. 

18587.  Would  a  medical  man  give  more  than  is  really  needed  in  that  case  ? — There 
are  persons  who  come  to  doctors  for  people  who  are  taking  alcohol  continually  in  some 
form,  whisky  or  gin,  or  brandy  or  wine,  and  you  may  as  well  order  three  or  four 
bottles  at  once. 

18588.  Are  those  persons  taking  it  as  a  beverage  ? — As  a  medicine.  As  a  beverage 
if  you  like.  Let  us  put  a  case.  We  know  when  we  have  a  patient  and  examine  him 
whether  the  malady  wiU  last.     He  finds  the  treatment  is  of  some  benefit  to  him. 
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z  there  is  any  danger  of  a  man  using  the  liquor  all  up   when 
is  the  same  danger  with  one  bottle. 
w  the  same  course  in  cases  of   consumption  1 — No,   we  do  not. 

Leod : 

t  persons  live  a  long  distance  from  the  Vendor  and  cannot  come 

V  supply  ;  but  here  are  cases  where  10  pints  are  ordered,  and  a 

time  and  makes  a  journey  once  in  a  while  for  that.     Why  is 

as  only  enough  money  to  pay  for  a  pint  at  a  time  1 — I  do  not 

rstand  that  it  does  not  save  him  the  journey  if  he  gets  it  in 
time  ? — It  saves  him  the  expense  of  coming  to  the  doctor. 
om  of  the  doctors  to  charge .  a  fee  with   these  orders  on  the 
what  is  the  custom  of  other  doctors,  I  only  know  what  is  my  own. 


[link  that  these  physicians'  certificates  are  frauds  in  a  good  many 

J,  I  have  no  doubt. 

ns  of  favouring  drunkenness  ? — I  do  not  know  that.     I  do  not 

id  that. 

:  all  the  liquor  obtained  by  these  physicians'  certificates  has 

medicinal  purposes  ? — I  do  not  know. 

iraordinary  to  have  orders  for  such  large  quantities  ? — I  only 

i  to  me  and  asks  for  a  recipe  to  get  some  gin,  I  ask  him  if  it  is 

ays  no,  he  does  not  get  the  order  ;  but  if  he  says  yes,  he  does. 

hink  you  are  often  deceived  ? — I  do  not  think  that  I  am  ;  I  do 

deceived  very  often  ? — I  do  not  think  so  how. 
nust  be  deceived  ? — The  countrymen  carry  this  home  and  call 

Leod  : 

hink  it  is  an  injudicious  thing  on  the  part  of  the  profession  to 

•s? — In  some  cases  I  think  it  would  be  right. 

it  mass  of  orders  appear  to  cover  almost  enough  drink  for  a 

ke  it  for  medicine,  it  is  the  same  thing. 

om  of  the  doctors  when  a  man  comes  to  them  and  claims  to  be 

nsultation  1 — No,  at  least  not  with  me. 

om  of  the  doctors  to  give  orders  for  this  so-called  medicine  to 

patients  ? — Yes,  I  do  sometimes  to  fellows  who  come  in  from 

^ho  says  he  wants  it  1 — Not  unless  he  says  he  wants  it  for 

at  every  time  ? — I  do. 

:  that  professional  ? — I  do  not  think  I  have  any  right  to  doubt 

r  duty  to  diagnose  his  case  ? — It  may  not  be  his  case,  but  his 

3  grandmother. 

bink  you  should  use  a  little  discrimination  in  a  case  like  thatt 

iminate. 

e  him  the  order  without  charge  ? — Yes ;  mostly. 


there  would  be  as  many  prescriptions  of  physicians  for  large 
t  was  not  in  force  ? — I  suppose  there  would  be  none,  because 
come  to  a  physician.      They  prescribe  their  own  medicine 
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By  Judge  McDonald : 

18612.  What  do  you  think  of  this  certificate: — "  1  bottle  of  brandy  for  medicinal 
use.     (Repeat.)"     What  does  that  mean  % — I  do  not  know. 

18613.  Do  you  think  it  is  surprising  that  such  a  prescription  should  be  sent  out  ? 
— I  do  not  know  what  that  "  repeat "  means. 

18614.  How  do  you  think  the  vendor  would  take  it  ? — I  do  not  know. 

18615.  Do  you  not  think  he  would  take  it  as  a  license  to  supply  a  bottle  of  brandy 
frequently  ? — I  do  not  know. 

The  Commission  adjourned,  to  meet  in  Quebec  on  Tuesday,  September  6. 
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A-PPEISTDIOES 


APPENDIX  No.  I. 

Copy  of  Petition  svhmitted  by  J,  A,  McLchasey  of  Hodtfax. 

To  THE  Council  of  the  City  of  Halifax  : 

We  the  undersigned  ratepayers  of  Polling  District  Number of  Ward of  the  City  of 

Halifax,  wherein  are  situate  the  premises in  respect  of  which is  applying 

for  a  license  for  the  ensuing  year,  do  hereby  certify  that the  applicant  for  the  said 

license,  is  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  be  licensed  to  sell  liquors,  and  to  keep  a  licensed ; 

and  that  the  premises  in  which  the  said proposes  to  carry  on  the  business  for 

which  he  seeks  a  license,  are  in  our  opinion,  suitable  therefor,  and  that  the  same  are  situate  in  a  place 
where  the  carrying  on  of  the  said  business  will  not  be  an  annoyance  to  the  public  generally,  and  we 
have  hereunto  appended  our  names  and  places  of  residence  : 


Signatures. 


No.  of  Residence. 


Distance  of  Residence  of  Signer 

from 
Premises  sought  to  be  licensed. 


APPENDIX  No.  2. 


Statement  submitted  by  L.  T.  Briand  of  Halifax. 
HALIFAX  LICENSED  VICTUALLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 


E.  J.   QUIBK, 

President. 


L.  T.  Briand, 

Secretary. 


Halifax,  18th  June,  1892. 
Dear  Sir, — The  Committee  having  in  charge  the  collection  of  industrial  statistics  relative  to  the 
liquor  trade,  to  be  presented  before  the  Prohibition  Commission  recently  appointed  by  the  Dominion 
Government,  have  requested  me  to  ask  you  for  the  foUowmg  information,  which  you  are  earnestly 
requested  to  furnish  me  before  the  end  of  the  present  week.  The  Prohibitionists  are  extremely  active, 
and  it  is  very  desirable  to  fully  show  the  loss  that  would  ensue  if  their  aim — the  total  abolition  of  the 
liquor  traffic — were  carried  into  effect.  This  information  will  be  treated  as  strictly  confidential  It 
is  as  follows  : — 

(1)  Value  of  your  hotel  property $ 

(2)  Would  the  enforcement  of  a  prohibitive  law  decrease  the  value  of  your  hotel  pro- 

perty, and  probably  how  much $ 

(3)  Value  of  plant,  wine-room  and  stock % 

(4)  Number  of  persons  who  would  be  thrown  out  of  employment  in  your  establish- 

ment were  a  prohibitive  law  enforced 

(5)  Amount  in  wages  that  would  thus  be  lost % 

(6)  Could  you  furnish  same  accommodation  in  meals  and  beds  at  the  same  price  if  the 

bar  business  were  taken  from  you  ? 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  respectfully  yours. 


To. 
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STATEMENT  REGARDING  THE  HOTEL  TRADE  OF  THE  CITY  OF  HALIFAX,  N.S. 

No. 

Value  of  Hotel 
Property. 

Depreciation 
in  value  of 
Property. 

Value  of  Plant, 

Bar  Fixtures, 

etc. 

No.  of 
persons 
thrown  out 
of  Employ- 
ment. 

Loss  in  Wages. 

Could  same 
accommoda- 
tion be 
provided. 

^ 

8 

8 

8 

1 

200,000 

100,000 

10,000 

30 

9,000 

No. 

2 

175,000 

43,750 

8,000 

25 

6,000 

Na 

3 

6,000 

3,000 

4,005 

7 

2,000 

No. 

4 

10,000 

5.000 

1,500 

4 

2,000 

No. 

5 

14,000 

6,000 

1,800 

8 

2,000 

No. 

6 

5,000 

3,000 

1,000 

3 

1,200 

No. 

7 

6,000 

3,600 

3,000 

4 

1,560 

No. 

8 

7,000 

3,500 

4,000 

6 

2,000 

No. 

9 

13,000 

6,500 

4,000 

10        *              1,276 

No. 

10 

3,000 

1,500 

1,500 

3        '              1,500 

No. 

11 

5,000 

3,000 

1,500 

4 

2,800 

No. 

12 

8,000 

5,000 

2,000 

8 

3,000 

No. 

13 

20,000 

10,000 

10,000 

8 

4,068 

No. 

14 

8,000 

4,000 

1,500 

10 

3,000 

No. 

15 

4,000 

2,000 

600 

5 

2,500 

No. 

16 

10,000 

6,000 

2,000 

11 

5,000 

No. 

17 

3,000 

1,500 

1,500 

4 

3,000 

No. 

18 

10,000 

5,000 

5,000 

5                      2,500 

No. 

19 

2,500 

1,700 

500 

5 

750 

No. 

20 

6,000 

3,000 

1,500 

6 

2,500 

No. 

21 

7,000 

3,500 

2,000 

7 

3,000 

No. 

22 

12,000 

4,000 

2,500 

15 

2,700 

Na 

23 

12,000 

6,000 

1,000 

7 

1,456 

No. 

24 

12,000 

6,000 

1,000 

12 

2,100 

No. 

$558,500 

8236,550 

871,400 

207 

866,910 

Average.. 

823,270 

89,856 

82,975 

8 

82,787 

There  are  in  Halifax  thirty  hotels. 

Remarhs — Making  a  total  for  the  thirty  hotels  as  follows  : 

Value  of  property 8698,100 

Depreciation  in  property 8295,680 

Value  of  plant,  bar  fixtures,  etc .8  89,250 

No.  of  persons  thrown  out  of  employment 240 

Loss  in  wages $  83,610 


HALIFAX  LICENSED  VICTUALLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 


E.  J.  Quirk, 

President. 


L.  T.  Brian  D, 

Secretary. 


the 


Halifax,  18th  Jftne,  1892. 
Dear  Sir, — The  Committee  having  in  charge  the  collection  of  industrial  statistics  relative  to 
\ie  liquor  tratle,  to  be  presented  before  the  Prohioition  Commission  recently  appointed  b^  the  Domi- 
nion Government,  have  requested  me  to  ask  you  for  the  following  information,  which  you  are 
earnestly  requested  to  furnisli  me  before  the  end  of  the  present  week.  The  Prohibitionists  are  ex- 
tremely active,  and  it  is  very  desirable  to  fully  show  the  loss  that  would  ensue  if  their  aim — the 
total  abolition  of  the  liquor  traffic — were  carried  into  eflFect.  This  information  will  be  treatetl  a» 
strictly  confidential.     It  is  as  follows  : 

(1 )  Value  of  your  liquor  shop  property $ 

(2)  \\'ould  the  enforcement  of  a  prohibitive  law  decrease  the  value  of  your  liquor  shop 

property,  and  probably  how  much $ 

(3)  Value  of  fixtures  and  stock § 

(4)  Number  of  persons  who  would  then  be  thrown  out  of  employment  in  your  estab- 

lishment were  a  prohibitive  law^  enforced 

(5)  Amount  in  wages  that  would  thus  be  lost ^ 8 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  respectfuUj'  yours. 


To. 
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STATEMENT  REGARDING  THE  LIQUOR  SHOP  TRADE  OF  THE  CITY  OF  HALIFAX,  N.S. 


Value  of 

Depreciation  in 

Value  of 

Plant,    Bar 

Fixtures, 

&c. 

No.  of 
Persons 

Lobs 

Number. 

Liquor  Shop 
Property. 

Value 
of  Property. 

thrown  out 
of  Employ- 
ment. 

in 
Wages. 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

1 

5,000 

2,000 

3,000 

3 

1,200 

2 

3,000 

1,500 

1,000 

8 

1,600 

3 

10,000 

6,000 

3,000 

3 

1,500 

4 

5,000 

2,500 

1,500 

4 

2,000 

5 

5,000 

3,000 

3,000 

3 

2,000 

0 

4,000 

2,000 

1,500 

2 

1,500 

7 

3,000 

1,500 

1,000 

3 

1,300 

8 

7,000 

3,000 

2,000 

2 

1,000 

9 

6,000 

.%000 

2,000 

4 

1,000 

10 

10,000 

5,000 

1,600 

3 

J'SSS 

11 

3,500 

2,000 

1,500 

3 

1,800 

12 

4,000 

2,000 

1,500 

4 

2,400 

13 

2,000 

1,200 

2,000 

3 

2,000 

14 

2,500 

1,500 

3,000 

4 

1,600 

15 •... 

3,000 

750 

1,500 

2 

800 

16 

10,000 

5,000 

2,000 

5 

3,000 

17 

5,000 

2,000 

4,000 

4 

.8,000  - 

18 

10,000 

4,000 

4,000 

6 

3,000 

19 

3,700 

1,000 

1,700 

3 

2,100 

20 

10,000 

5.000 

1,500 

3 

1,500 

21 

4,000 

2,500 

1,500 

4 

2,000 

22 

5,000 

2,000 

100 

2 

1,050 

23 

3,000 

1,500 

2,000 

2 

1,000 

24 

4,000 
5,000 

2,000 
2,500 

2,000 
2,000 

3 
3 

1,500 

25 

1,500 

26 

5,000 

2,000 

2,000 

2 

1,000 

27 

2,500 

1.500 

900 

3 

1,200 

28 

5,000 

3.000 

2,000 

4 

2,500 

29 

5,000 

2,000 

1,000 

6 

h^ 

80 

4,000 

2,000 

1,200 

3 

1,200 

31 

5,000 

2,500 

1,500 

3 

1,500 

32 

4,000 

2,000 

1,000 

2 

1,200 

33 

3,000 

1,500 

1,075 

3 

1,500 

34 

2,000 

2,500 

1,000 

3 

1,800 

35 

4.000 

2,000 

1,000 

2 

1,200 

36 

!             10,000 

5,000 

2,000 

4 

2,500 

37 

1              4,600 

2,750 

1,200 

3 

1,800 

38 

1              7,000 

3,500 

3,000 

3 

1,500 

39 

6,000 

1,500 

700 

4 

2,500 

40 

8,000 

4,000 

1,000 

2 

800 

41 

10,000 

3,000 

17,000 

13 

3,500 

42 

4,000 

2,000 

5,000 

3 

1,500 

43 

2,000 

1,000 

1,000 

3 

1,300 

44 

'            10,000 

700 

3,000 

2 

900 

$236,700 

$115,200 

$96,375 

149 

$74,450 

Average 

$    5,380 

$    2,620 

$2,190 

3ft 

$  1,692 

Making  a  total  for  the  67  liquor  shops  in  the  city  as  follows  : 

Value  of  liquor  shop  property $366,760 

Depreciation  in  value  of  property $175,540 

Value  of  plant,  bar  fixtures,  &c $146,730 

Number  of  persons  thrown  out  of  employment 207 

Loss  in  wages $1 13,364 
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SCHEDULK 
FOR  WHOLESALE,  COMMISSION,  ETC.,  LIQUOR  DEALERS. 

Note. — This  information  will  be  held  strictly  confidential. 

What  is  the  value,  including  capital,  of  that  portion  of  your  property  used  in  the  liquor 

trade  ? $ 

What  is  the  value  of  your  stock,  plant  and  fixtures  ? $ 

The  yearly  amount  paid  in  premiums  on  insurance  ? ^ 

The  yearly  amount  paid  in  freight  ? $ 

The  number  of  employees  whose  services  would  be  dispensed  with  in  the  event  of  the 

passage  of  a  prohibition  law  ? 

The  amount  of  their  yearly  salaries  ? $ 


To. 


STATEMENT  REGARDING  THE  WHOLESALE  LIQUOR  TRADE  IN  THE  CITY  OF 

HALIFAX,  N.S. 


Making  a  total  for  the  ten  wholesale  liquor  shops  as  follows  : — 

Value  of  property > $375,000 

Value  of  stock 1200,000 

Premiums  on  insurance $    8,270 

Employees 75 

Yearly  wages $38,250 

Freights.-r $  32,450 

RtmarJcH — Fire  and  Marine. 
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SCHEDULE.  ' 

FOR  THE  BREWING  AND  DISTILUNG  TRADE. 
Year  commencing  \st  Jvly^  1891,  endinq  SOlh  June,  1892. 

Note. — To  be  held  as  confidential  if  so  desired. 

Barley  used  for  the  manufacture  of  ale,  porter  and  lager bush $ 

Hops  purchased lbs $ 

Duties  paid — Excise $ 

Licenses $ 

Value  of  property  : 

Buildings $ 

Plant $ 

Horses i $ 

Harness $ 

Wagons  and  other  vehicles $ 

Expenses  for  the  year  in  repairing  harness,  wagons,  etc.    $ 

Blacksmith's  account $ 

Hav,  oats  and  othw  fodder $ 

Value  of  casks $ 

do     cases $ 

Amount  of  freight  paid « $ 

do        insurance $ 

Amount  paid  for  ice $ 

do  taxes,  water  and  gas $ 

do  fuel i 

do  labels $ 

do  corks $ 

do  capsules $ 

do  bottles $ 

do  tin  foil $ 

do  wire $ 

Amount  of  wages  paid $ 

Grains  sold  for  feeding  of  cattle bush $ 

Estimated  number  of  cattle  fed 

Number  of  men  employed 

Maintenance  of  oifice : 

Printing $ 

Advertising $ 

Show  cards $ 

Sundries ^ $ 
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TRADE  IN  THE  CITY  OF  HALIFAX,  N.S. 


A* 


S 
^ 


$ 

3,200 

3,000 
600 

2,500 
10,000 
1,4794 


I 


690;  300 
1,200|  200 
600 
300 
500 
150 


500| 
200| 

1,581 
3,800' 


$ 

1,800 

500 

940 

600 

2,500 

4,000 


$       $ 
2,000     75 
1,200   500 
1,120!  250 

800j  100 
2,000  500 
7,475 


$ 
1,800 


I 


& 


1,250 

400  800 
GOO  250 
280  150 
801     840    3,000i 

50      40       900 


$ 

9,000 

3,000 

2,000 

500 


200 
50 


.3290 


18,400  250 


$ 

60 

100 

10 

50 

500 


720 


T5 
Pi 


t 

14,600 
10,480 
6,200 
4,000 
11,000 
14,800 


Grains  Sold. 


Bush.  Value 


II 


S 


60,000 


$ 

24,440    4,880 

I 

:   2,5001 

500 

I 

1   1,600 

...    .!   2,500 
j   6,000 

24,440:17,880 


24i 

20 
12 
25 
31 


L42 


t 

i 

1 

$ 

$ 

$ 

75 

150 

350 

300 

500 

800 

400 

150 

75 

150 

300 

150 

300  200 

50 

500 

1,7251,300 

1,425 

•c 
p 

s 


S 

30 

500 

100 

2,000 

50 
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STATEMENT  REGARDING  THF^ODA  WATER  MANUFACTURE  OF  THE 

CITY^OF  HALIFAX. 


1 

Value 

of 

Property. 

Amount 
of  Deprecia- 
tion in 
Property. 

Value 

of 
Plant. 

Effect  of 

Prohibitory 

law. 

No.  People 
thrown  out 
of  Employ- 
ment. 

Amount 
of  Wages 

Trf)8t 

Amount 

paid 
in  Duty. 

Annual 

Expenditure 

for  Bottles, 

Corks,  Sugar 

Essences. 

1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

%    cts. 
6,000  00 
5,000  00 
2,500  00 
2,500  00 
6,000  00 
2,500  00 

$       cts. 
3,000  00 
2,500  00 
1,250  00 
1,250  00 
3,000  00 
1,260  00 

%    cts. 
1,200  00 
5,000  00 

600  00 
1,700  00 
4,000  00 
3.000  00 

Total  loss... 

do      . 

do      ... 
25  per  cent.. 
50      do      .. 
Total  loss... 

10 

8 
2 

1 
2 
5 

$    cts. 
3,900  00 
3,000  00 
8,320  00 
350  00 
858  00 
1,500  00 

%    cts. 
500  00 
500  00 

150  00 
500  00 
400  00 

$    cts. 
4,000  00 
3,700  00 
1,000  00 
500  00 
5.000  00 
2,600  00 

24,500  00 

12,250  00 

26,300  00 

28 

9,928  00 

2,060  00 

16,700  00 

These  statistics  show  for  Halifax  : 

REAL  ESTATE. 

That  there  is  in  real  estate  capital  invested : 

In  Hotel  properties  to  the  amount  of $  698,100 

Liquor  shops,  estimated  at 366,760 

That  there  is  invested  in  property  in  the  wholesale  business,  estimated  at 375,000 

That  there  is  capital  invested  in  the  manufacture  of  soda  water,  &c. ,  estimated  at  25,000 

Showing  an  investment  in  real  estate  in  liquor  properties  in  Halifax  to  the 

amount  of $1,873  360 

DEPRECIATION  OF  PROPERTY. 

That  in  the  estimation  of  the  holders  of  this  property,  the  hotel  property  would 

depreciate  to  the  extent  of 295.680 

The  liquor  shop  property  would  depreciate  to  the  extent  of 175,540 

The  manufacturing  estat)li8hments  would  decrease  in  value  to  the  extent  of 306,750 

The  soda  water  manufacturing  property  would  depreciate  to  the  extent  of 12,250 

Or  a  total  depreciation  of  property  interested  in  the  manufacture  of  liquor  in 

Halifax,  to  the  extent  of $790,290 

AMOUNT  OF  STOCK,  &c. 

There  is  carried  in  these  various  businesset),  in  stock,  plant  and  other  necessary  matters,  capital 
to  the  amount  of  : 

In  hotels I  89,250 

Liquor  shops 146,730 

Wholesale  houses 200,000 

Manufacturing  establishments. 309,873 

Manufacture  of  soda  water 43,000 

Or  a  total  of $  788,853 

Nearly  all  of  which  would  be  annihilated  by  the  passage  of  a  Prohibitory  Law. 
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No.  OF  Employees. 

Then,  leavinff  aside  the  question  of  insurance  premiums,  freights  paid,  duties  paid,  and  other 
matters  fully  set  forth  in  the  accompanying  statements,  there  are  employed  in  the  various  establish- 
ments : — 

In  hotels 240  persons. 

Liquor  shops 207      do 

Liquor  wholesale  houses 75      do 

Manufacturing  houses 142      do 

Soda  water  establishments 28      do 

Making  a  total  of 692  persons 

who  would  be  thrown  out  of  employment  by  the  passage  of  a  prohibitory  law,  with  an  aggregate  yearly 

loss  of  wages  of  : — 

In  hotels. $  83,610 

Liquor  shops 113,364 

Wholesale  houses 38,250 

Manufacturing 60,080 

Soda  water  manufacturing 9,928 

Or  a  total  of. I  3a'>,232 

of  wages  that  would  each  year  be  lost  to  the  dealers  and  producers  of  the  community. 

LOSS  OF  MUNICIPAL  REVENUE. 

In  addition,  the  return  from  the  city  assessor  shows  an  approximate  estimate  of  $1,116,000  which 

Jrield  a  municipal  revenue  in  taxes  of  $16,628,  to  which  must  be  added  the  amount  derived  from 
iquor  properties  in  the  shape  of  water  rates,  which  amount  I  have  not  been  able  to  estimate,  but 
which  would  be  very  large. 


APPENDIX  No.  3. 

StatemetU  submitted  by  John  X.  Armstrong  of  North  Sydney, 

Number  arrested,  in  the  Police  Court,  town  of  North  Sydney,  during  the  following  years  (since 
incorporation  of  town) : — 

1886 108 

1887 106 

1888 123 

1889 92 

1890 63 

1891 82 

About  five-sixths  of  said  cases,  either  drunk  and  disorderly  or  arising  from  causes  connected  with 
drink. 

Fines  collected  in  said  court  during  the  years  mentioned  : — 

1886 $369 

1887 336 

1888 430 

1889 339 

1890 269 

1891 288 

About  five-sixths  from  drunk  and  disorderly  and  cases  arising  from  causes  connected  with  drink. 
Costs  annually  to  town  : — 

Police $    625 

Court 250 

Jail 325 


Total $1,200 


Proportion  of  fines  for  drunkenness  to  whole  amount  received : — 

Whole  amoimt.  For  drunkenness. 

1888-89 $1,760 50  p. c $    880  00 

1889-90 2,077 55  p.c 1,142  00 

1890-91 2,060 50  p.c 1,032  90 
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APPENDIX  No.  4- 

StcUement  .mbmitted  by  Henry  Trtnaman,  City  Clerk,  HcU\fax. 

Committee  Room,  22nd  April,  1880. 

A  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Laws  and  Privileges,  was  held  this  evening  to  consider  the  com 
plaint  of  Mr.  Jas.  Potter  against  the  Inspector  of  Licenses,  made  on  the  6th  day  of  April  last  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  by  the  Council. 

(1)  Mr.  Potter  and  Mr.  Mackasey  were  both  notified  by  the  City  Clerk  to  attend  the  meeting, 
but  Mr.  Potter  was  unable  to  attend,' as  appears  by  his  letter  to  the  City  Clerk,  herewith  annexed. 

(2)  This  letter  was  read  by  the  Inspector,  who  attended  before  tne  Coramitt-ee,  and  in  reply 
thereto,  he  made  the  statement  to  the  Committee  signed  by  him,  which  is  also  hereto  annexed. 

(3)  The  contradictions  between  the  parties  are  so  direct  and  positive  that  this  is  simply  a  ques 
tion  of  veracity  as  to  which  of  the  two  is  telling  the  truth. 

(4)  Without  expressing  any  opinion  on  that  point,  the  Committee  would  recommend  that  a  copy 
of  Mr.  Mackasey's  statement  be  sent  Mr.  Potter,  with  an  instruction  that  any  further  com municatioos 
he  may  have  with  the  Inspector  had  better  be  in  writing,  and  that  the  Council  cannot  be  expected  to 
decide  whether  a  verbal  communication  was  made  or  not  after  an  interval  of  three  months  from  the 
time  it  was  alleged  to  have  been  made,  when  the  official  complained  of  does  not  admit  it. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Laws  and  Privileges  on  the  complaint  of  Mr.  Jas.  Potter  against 
Mr.  John  Mackasey,  License  Inspector,  with  the  correspondence  ana  evidence  before  said  Committee 
was  read. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Lyons,  seconded  by  Aid.  Hamilton,  the  said  report  is  received  and  adopted. 

While  the  majority  of  the  Committee  regret  to  have  to  report  that  the  license 
Inspector  has  not,  in  their  opinion,  done  his  duty  as  an  Inspector  should,  and  that  he  is  in  a  great 
measure  to  blame  for  the  evils  complained  of,  the  Committee  are  unable  to  agree  to  any  recommen 
dation  to  the  Council  in  regard  to  the  Inspector. 

The  Chairman  and  Aid.  Mosher  are  of  the  opinion  that  Mr.  Mackasey  is  altogether  unlit  for  the 
office  and  should  be  removed.  Aldermen  Hamilton  and  Ruggles,  while  not  prepared  to  recommend 
his  removal,  are  of  the  opinion  that  his  salary  should  be  reduced  one  half,  to  $500,  and  an  assistant 
inspector  be  appointed  at  $500,  and  that  Mr.'  Mackasey  be  continued  for  another  year  on  these  terms 
to  see  if  the  law  can  be  better  enforced.  Aid.  Hesselden,  while  not  holding  the  Inspector  blameless 
in  the  matter,  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  law  itself  is  more  to  blame  for  the  present  state  of  affiurs 
than  the  Inspector,  and  considers  that  the  Council  should  apply  to  the  Legislature  to  have  a  lav 
passed  making  a  high  license  say  from  $300  to  $500,  and  limiting  the  number  m  saloons,  and  making 
any  violation  of  the  law  work  a* forfeiture  of  the  license. 

The  Committee  are  agreed  in  recommending  that  the  city  undertake  the  prosecution  of  any  per- 
son selling  or  supplying  liquors  to  minors  and  that  the  Council  grant  no  license  to  any  person  fonnd 
guilty  of  that  offence.  For  this  purpose  the  Committee  recommend  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Court 
report  to  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  the  name  of  any  boy  brought  before  thepolice  court  for  drunken- 
ness, with  the  particulars  of  the  case  on  the  day  he  is  brought  up,  and  that  His  Worship  in  every  case 
instruct  the  city  detective  to  find  out  from  whom  the  liquor  was  obtained,  and  to  have  the  detective 
report  what  evidence  he  can  find  to  the  Recorder,  and  that  His  Honour  direct  a  prosecution  in  every 
case  when  he  deems  the  evidence  sufficient,  and  report  the  result  to  the  Council. 

December  24Ui. 

Read  report  from  Committee  on  Laws  and  Privileges  on  the  memorial  from  the  Womena 
Christian  Temperance  Union,  on  violation  of  Liquor  License  Act,  1886. 

A  resolution  introduced  by  Aid.  Lyons,  seconded  by  Aid.  Dennis,  was  niled  out  of  order  by  the 
Mayor. 

After  considerable  debate  a  resolution  was  introduced  by  Aid.  Keefe,  as  follows  : — 

**  Resolved,  That  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Law^s  and  Privilecesin 
reference  to  the  License  Inspector  be  deferred  until  Thursday,  January  2nd,  at  5  p.m.,  and  tiaat  a 
special  meeting  of  the  City  Council  be  called  to  take  up  and  act  upon  said  report,  said  meeting  to  be 
called  specially  for  the  purpose,  and  that  Mr.  Mackasey  be  notifiea  to  attend." 

The  resolution  was  passed. 

January  2nd. 

Read  report  from  Committee  on  Laws  and  Privileges  on  the  memorial  from  the  Women's 
Christian  Temperance  Union  in  reference  to  dismissal  of  the  License  Inspector. 

Read  memorial  of  the  St.  Mary's  Young  Men's  Total  Abstinence  and  Benevolent  Society  against 
the  dismissal  of  the  Inspector  from  office. 

On  motion  of  Aid.  Pickering,  seconded  by  Aid.  Davison,  the  several  papers  submitted  to  the 
Coimcil  in  this  matter  are  directed  to  be  read. 

Read  memorial  from  H.  W.  A.  Conrad,  Steward  of  the  Board  of  Brunswick  Street  Methodist 
Church  on  the  subject  of  the  dismissal  of  License  Inspector. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


APPENDICES.  97S 

R«ad  resolution  of  City  Council,  April  20th,  1886,  in  reference  to  a  law  being  ptissed  by  tlie  Legis- 
lature for  license  to  sell  spirituous  liquors  in  city  of  Halifax. 

Mr.  Mackasey  addressed  the  Council,  when  the  following  resolution  (No.  2)  was  introduced  : 

'*  Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  Laws  and  Privileges  Committee  be  received  and  adopted  and 
that  Mr.  Mackasey  be  dismissed  from  his  office  of  License  Lispector,  and  that  a  copy  of  the  report 
and  the  memorial  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U.  referred  to  in  the  report  be  transmitted  to  the  Lieut. -Governor 
in  Council  with  a  copy  of  the  resolution  and  showing  the  Council's  reasons  for  his  dismissal. 

**  Be  it  further  resolved  that  Mr.  H.  S.  Rhind,  the  Clerk  of  License,  be  appointed  as  an  assistant 
to  the  License  Inspector,  and  to  act  as  License  Inspector  pro  tern  in  his  absence  pending  the  approval 
of  the  Lieui. -Governor  in  Council  of  the  foregoing  resolution  and  until  such  time  as  another  License 
Inspector  is  appointed  by  the  Council.  Moved  by  Aid.  Lyons,  seconded  by  Aid.  Mosher  to  which 
the  amendment  is  introduced  : 

'*  Whereas  the  Committee  on  Laws  and  Privileges  have  had  under  consideration  the  subject 
of  the  memorial  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U.  in  reference  to  the  Liquor  License  Act  and  the  manner  in  which 
the  same  has  been  carried  out  by  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Licenses,  Mr.  John  A.  Mackasey,  and^ 
whereas,  the  said  Comnatte  has  been  unable  to  make  any  recommendation  to  the  Council  for  the 
l>ett*r  enforcement  of  the  law,  and  whereas,  the  Inspector  has  given  as  one  of  his  reasons  for  his 
inability  to  carry  out  the  law  any  better,  the  large  amount  of  office  work  he  had  to  perform,  and 
whereas,  it  is  desirable  that  the  Inspector  should  have  every  chance  to  test  his  ability  to  enforce  the 
same ; 

**  Therefore  resolved,  that  His  Worship  the  Mayor  be  instructed  to  get  the  necessary  office  help 
for  the  Inspector  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  thereby  test  if  it  is  in  his  power  to  enforce  the  present 
law. 

Moved  by  Aid.  Keefe,  seconded  by  Aid.  Roche,  which  amendment  on  being  put  is  lost,  eight 
voting  for  the  same,  eight  against  it.  His  Worship  the  Mayor  giving  his  casting  vote  against  the 
amendment. 

The  following  second  amendment  is  then  introduced  : 

*'  Resohed,  that  a  special  C^nnnittee  be  appointed  to  consider  and  report  to  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Council  what  change  they  think  is  necessary  in  the  license  law  to  make  it  practicable  of  success- 
ful operation.  In  the  meantime  the  further  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Laws 
and  Privileges  in  relation  to  the  dismissal  of  the  Inspector  of  Licenses  be  deferred  until  the  said 
Committee  report  to  the  Council,  Moved  by  Aid.  Pickering,  seconded  by  Aid.  Hamilton,  which 
amendment  (iNo.  2)  on  being  put  is  lost,  seven  voting  for  the  same  and  nine  against  it. 

The  original  resolution  was  then  put  and  lost,  eight  voting  for  the  same,  eight  against  it,  His 
Worship  the  Mayor  giving  hi.s  casting  vote  against  the  resolution. 


APPENDIX   No.  5. 

SfatemeiU  mbmitted  by  Rev.  D.  S.  Frw<ery  of  Sttnnacke^  N.S. 

Summary  of  findings,  &c.,  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Canada,  by  Rev. 
I).  Stiles  Fnwer,  Convener  of  Connnittee  on  Temperance. 

I  shall  give  a  general  summary  of  the  effects  of  strong  drink,  as  gathered  from  the  reports  on 
temperance  presented  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Canada.  This  sum- 
mary is  based  on  replies  received  from  hundreds  of  the  sessiohs  of  the  church,  in  answer  to  questions 
sent  down  by  the  Assembly.  Over  six  hundred  sessions  reported  last  year.  From  the  Assembly 
records  for  1890,  app.  36,  pages  2  and  3,  I  take  the  following : — Question  2 — "In  what  forms  are 
the  evils  of  intemperance  more  especially  manifested  ?  " 

The  answers  to  this  question,  although  they  profess  to  specify  only  some  of  the  forms,  and  do 
not  therefore  reveal  the  whole  truth,  are  full  enough  and  terrible  enough  to  show  that  the  liquor 
traffic,  judged  by  its  fruits,  fully  justify  the  earnest  cry,  heard  on  every  side,  that  it  be  rooted  up. 
Your  committee,  to  secure  brevity  and  clearness,  has  classified  the  information  received  from  all  parts 
of  the  Dominion,  showing  approximately  at  least  the  forms  in  which,  according  to  the  reports,  the 
evils  manifest  themselves. 

1.  In  the  individual. — Formation  of  depraved  appetites  and  vicious  habits  ;  idleness  ;  waste  of 
strength,  time  and  talent ;  ruin  of  business  ;  discontent ;  obliteration  of  the  moral  powers  and  the 
loss  of  manliness  ;  hardness  of  heart ;  untruthfulness  ;  in  hurting  the  character  ;  unchastity  ;  loss  uf 
health  and  Ufe  ;  loss  of  the  soul. 

2.  In  the  family. — Neglect  of  parental  duties  ;  domestic  strife;  wretchedness,  misery,  want, 
suffering  and  death  ;  cruel  ill-treatment  of  wives  and  children  ;  degradation  of  family  life. 

3.  In  society. — Drunkenness  ;  the  use  of  profane  and  obscene  language  ;  neglect  of  social  duties; 
frequent  accidents  and  injuries  to  property  and  life ;  demoralization  and  ruin  of  promising  young 
men  ;  paralysation  of  business ;    brawls  in  the  streets  ;   rowdyism  on  public  highways ;    cruelty  to 
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animals ;  theft ;  rioting ;  gambling  ;  lowering  of  jpublic  morality  ;  poverty  ;  increasing  the  namber 
of  the  'lapsed  masses ;  perjury  in  courts  of  justice  uy  liquor  sellers  and  liquor  drinkers ;  intensifying 
the  social  evil ;  the  reckless  use  of  firearms ;  assaults  ;  murders. 

4.  In  the  church. — Indifference  towards  spiritual  things ;  blunting  of  the  religious  feeling  ;  the 
younff  are  estranged  from  the  church  ;  indifference  to  the  Grospel  call ;  neglect  of  the  bouse  of  God 
and  the  means  of  srace ;  disregard  for  religion  ;  Sabbath  desecration  in  its  worst  forms ;  antagonism 
to  the  church  on  the  part  of  the  liauor  drinkers  and  liquor  sellers. 

These  are  dismal  facts,  fumlBhed  by  sessions  of  our  church  in  all  parts  of  this  great  country. 
They  are  presented  without  comment  and  are  left  to  do  their  work  ;  to  touch  the  heart  and  aroose 
the  conscience  of  the  church  to  a  keener  sense  of  her  duty  towards  this  terrible  evil  that  is  oonhtm^ 
ing  her  at  every  turn  and  hindering  her  work  in  every  department 

Based  on  these  and  other  facts  brought  out  by  the  reports,  the  Assembly  adopted  the  following 
"deliverance"  : — 

This  Assembly  believe  that  the  general  traffic  in  intoxicating  liquors  is  a  source  of  terrible  and 
enormous  evils  ;  that  it  blights  the  prospects,  destroys  the  health  and  character,  and  ruins  the  soul 
of  the  individual ;  that  it  mars  the  happiness,  wastes  the  resources  and  degrades  the  life  of  the 
family  ;  that  it  lowers  the  moral  sentiment  and  endangers  the  peace  and  safety  of  society  ;  that  it 
greatly  increases  the  number  of  **  lapsed  masses,"  intensifying  tnat  evil ;  that  it  is  a  most  fruitful 
source  of  crime  ;  that  it  not  only  hinders  most  seriously,  ana  in  many  ways,  but  antagonizes  the 
church  in  her  work  of  uplifting  the  race  and  winning  souls  for  Christ,  and  that  it  is  contrary  to  the 
teaching  of  Scripture  and  the  spirit  of  the  Christian  reli((ion. 

Resolutions  6  and  7,  adopted  by  the  same  Assembly,  are  as  follows  : — 

6.  That,  inasmuch  as  many  are,  through  the  influence  of  the  liquor  traffic,  hardened  to  the 
appeals  of  the  Gospel  and  the  arsuments  of  the  moral  suasion,  and  are  made  indifferent  to  the  true 
interests  of  their  fellowmen,  or  the  welfare  of  their  country,  it  is  necessary,  in  order  to  protect  the 
youne,  the  weak,  the  unwary,  from  temptation  and  ruin,  and  to  restrain  the  lawless,  to  invoke  the 
aid  of  the  law,  so  as  to  reduce,  and,  if  possible,  extinguish  these  evils  by  wise  legislation. 

7.  That  whilst  the  restrictive  and  prohibitory  features  of  existing  liquor  laws  are  gradually 
acknowledged  and  should  be  persistently  utilized,  it  is  the  conviction  of  this  Assembly  that  no  legis- 
lation short  of  prohibition,  rigidly  enforced  by  the  proper  civil  authorities,  will  ever  be  sufficient  to 
free  our  land  from  the  terrible  evils  of  intemperance,  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Dominion  Parlia- 
ment to  enact  such  a  law.     (See  Assembly  Idinutes,  1890,  page  55.) 

From  the  Assembly  Records  for  1891,  I  take  the  following  (app.  33,  page  3),  which  particularly 
emphasizes  the  evils  of  moderate  drinking  as  seen  in  the  church  :  Question  6 — In  what  forms  do  the 
evils  of  intemperance  manifest  themselves,  (1)  in  your  congregation,  (2)  in  your  community  ? 

The  evils  of  intemperance  are  only  too  familiar,  yet  the  painful  facts  remains  that  our  people 
are  slow  to  realize  them,  so  that  the  true  nature  of  the  liquor  traffic  may  be  disclosed. 

(1)  In  the  congregation.  —As  a  rule  our  church  membership  is  very  largely  free  from  the  direct 
effects  of  intemperance.  Our  congregations,  with  few  exceptions,  report  very  little  drinking  amoog 
their  members.  Moderate  drinking,  however,  though  decreasing,  still  prevails  to  a  considerable 
extent,  riisulting  in  occasional  intemperance,  producing  such  effects  as  indifference  in  religion,  for- 
saking the  mecms  of  grace,  beins;  hardened  against  the  Gospel,  trouble  in  the  session,  scandal  to  religion. 

2.  In  the  community.  — The  state  oi  matters  in  the  community  is  less  gratifying.  The  eril 
effects  are  reported  as  many  and  varied,  and  differ  little  from  the  dark  list  given  in  last  year  • 
report.     Then  following  the  list  as  already  quoted. 

Resolution  1,  adopted  last  year,  is — (Minutes,  1891,  p.  45).  That  this  assembly,  reaffirming  the 
opinion  of  past  assemblies  re^rding  the  nature  of  the  general  liquor  traffic,  and  its  evil  effects  on 
industrial,  family  and  social  life,  and  the  necessity  of  the  faithful  preaching  of  the  Gospel  to  effec- 
tually overcome  these  evils,  and  build  up  a  godly,  temperate  and  prosperous  nation,  asserts  its 
conviction  that  in  the  matter  of  legislation,  nothing  short  of  prohibition,  rigidly  enforced  by  the 
proper  authorities,  should  ever  be  accepted  as  final  or  satisfactory,  and  that  it  is  now  the  duty  d  the 
Dominion  Parliament  to  enact  such  a  law. 

From  the  Assembly  records  for  1892,  I  take  the  following :  — 

Question  3.  What  effects  have  you  found  the  presence  of  the  saloon  or  dram  shop  to  have  in  the 
general  life  of  your  community  ? 

The  replies  to  the  second  question  clearly  show  that  there  are  still  hundreds  of  saloons  or  dram 
shops,  both  licensed  and  unlicensed,  in  nearly  all  the  cities  and  many  of  the  towns  and  villages  of 
this  Dominion.  If  these  are  good  institutions,  then  let  us  uphold  them  ;  but  if  they  are  known  to 
be  decidedly  evil  in  their  influence,  then  as  patriots  and  Christians  we  are  in  duty  boimd  to  bamsh 
them  from  the  laud.  They  have  been  long  on  trial,  and  the  testimony  of  the  sessions  of  this  great 
Church  should  be  conclusive  as  to  their  character  and  influence.  Let  us  hear  what  they  have  to  say, 
and  let  us  remember,  too,  that  their  testimony  has  been  endorsed  by  the  Presbyterians  and  Synods. 
Here  it  is  : — 

One  unbroken  wail  of  ''bad,  evil,  and  only  evil,  and  that  continually"  comes  rolling  up 
from  ocean  to  ocean.  Some  sections,  happily,  do  not  know  much  about  the  saloon  from  experience, 
but  wherever  it  exists,  there  are  not  two  opinions  concerning  it.  Not  a  syllable  is  heard  m>m  any 
part  of  the  land,  from  hundreds  of  our  ministers  and  thousands  of  our  elders  who  have  had  the 
question  before  them,  favouring  it  in  the  slightest  degree,  or  even  attempting  to  excuse  its  existence. 

Its  baneful  influences  are  described  in  such  language  as  the  following  : — Universally  the  most 
fruitful  source  of  vice  and  crime,  leading  to  the  violation  of  almost  every  law  of  the  decalogae, 
depreciates  the  value  of  property,  and  hurts  trade ;  it  is  a  snare  to  the  innocent ;  a  source  of 
terrible  temptation  to  youth  and   men  who   have  fallen,  but  would  fain  do  better ;  decoys  from 
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religious  meetings  and  influences  ;  it  ia  injurious  to  the  religious  life  of  the  individual,  family  and 
community  ;  a  menace  to  the  Church  and  a  hindrance  to  the  Crospel ;  it  organizes  other  evil  attractions 
to  increase  its  traffic  ;  it  fosters  loose  habits  ;  idleness,  prodisality,  licentiousness  and  gambling  ; 
it  scoops  in  the  money  that  should  go  to  support  suffering  famuies,  and  pay  debts  ;  it  is  a  moral 
pest,  a  canker  in  the  moral  life,  a  blight  and  a  curse,  almost  burning  the  fruitful  field  into  a  barren 
desert ;  it  is  injurious  and  ruinous  for  time  and  eternity  ;  and  much  more  in  the  same  strain  ;  and 
who  will  question  the  truth  of  it  all.  Oh  !  what  an  awful  indictment  a^inst  the  saloon,  s^ven  by  a 
jury  consisting  of  thousands  of  the  best  and  most  reliable  men  of  our  fair  Dominion  !  On  !  What 
a  universal  wail  of  sin,  sorrow  and  snfferinff ;  of  desolation,  destruction  and  death  has  come  to  our 
ears  !  Shall  it  not  reach  our  hearts  ?  Shall  we  tolerate  in  this  great  land  such  an  acknowledged 
source  of  terrible  evils,  and  imminent  danger  to  our  national  welfare  ? 

Resolutions  1  and  2  adopted  by  the  assembly  that  lately  met  in  Montreal,  are  as  follows : — 

1.  That  this  Assembly,  having  learned  with  gratitude  that  the  lower  courts  of  the  Church  so 
fully  recognize  the  earnest  and  faithful  oreachins;  and  teaching  of  the  Word  of  God  as  the  principal 
factors  in  the  temperance  reform,  and  tnat  their  importance,  especially  as  they  bear  on  the  evils  of 
strong  drink,  is  of  late  years  being  more  strongly  emphasized  with  ^ood  results,  urges  all  its  ministers 
to  give  increasing  prominence  to  sermons  on  temperance,  and  all  its  Sabbath  school  teachers  to  use 
the  niany  opportunities  they  have  to  instruct  their  classes  in  sound  temperance  principles. 

2.  That  this  Assembly,  having  heard  the  unanimous  and  vigorous  denunciation  given  by  so  many 
Sessions  and  Presbyteries  in  all  parts  of  the  Dominion  of  the  saloon  or  dram  shop,  and  deploring  the 
large  numbers  that  are  reported  as  plying  the  demoralization  in  so  many  centres  of  population, 
desires  to  place  on  record  its  unqualified  condemnation  of  the  saloon  or  dram  shop,  as  a  centre  of 
most  degrading  influences,  and  a  source  of  great  danger  to  the  Church  and  country,  and  its  convic- 
tion that  the  license  system  has  been  proved  insufficient  to  eflectually  remove  the  terrible  evils  of 
the  drink  traffic,  and  that,  so  far  as  legislation  is  concerned,  nothing  short  of  prohibition,  rigidly 
-enforced  by  the  proper  authorities,  should  ever  be  accepted  as  final  or  satisfactory. 

I  attach  to  tnis  statement  a  copy  of  the  report  received  by  the  Assembly  this  year,  and  I  have 
marked  portions  of  it  on  pages  7,  8  and  9,  which  I  wish  to  be  regarded  as  parts  of  the  statement,  as 
they  help  to  show  the  mind  of  the  Church,  and  fully  express  my  own  view  regarding  the  license 
system  in  its  effects  on  drinking  and  drunkennebs,  and  its  relation  to  prohibition. 

Nova  Scotia. — Only  113  licenses  are  granted,  and  these  are  all  shop  and  hotel  licenses.  Of  these 
112  are  in  the  city  of  Halifax,  and  are  in  proportion  of  1  to  357  of  population. 

The  other  license  is  in  Halifax  county,  and  within  six  miles  of  the  city.  It  may  be  said  that 
liquor  is  not  sold  at  all  in  the  rural  districts  throughout  the  whole  province  ;  so  few  and  insignificant 
are  the  exceptions,  and  in  many  districts  none  has  been  sold  for  more  than  a  score  of  year^  The 
inspector  of  the  schools  of  Halifax  county,  in  his  last  report,  says  :— "  In  Musquodolioit,  side  by 
side  in  ten  sections  stands  the  school-house  and  the  temperance  hall.  Perhaps,  it  would  be  difficult 
to  find  in  Nova  Scotia  or  the  Dominion  of  Canada  a  district  of  twenty-three  sections,  stretching 
along  for  twenty-five  or  thirty  miles,  a  more  sober  or  industrious  people.  Not  a  grog-shop  from  one 
end  of  Musquodoboit  to  the  other  can  live.  **  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  valley  of  the  Stewiacke, 
only  a  few  miles  distant,  and  of  many  other  places  of  Nova  Scotia. 

The  onlv  places  that  report  no  decrease  of  illicit  sale  are  Windsor,  Truro,  Baddeck,  two  places 
not  named,  m  Sydney  Presbytery,  and  one  in  Wallace  Presbytery,  and  the  city  of  Halifax,  with  all 
its  licenses. 

In  all  other  places  where  illicit  sale  is  reported,  it  has  decreased,  the  most  marked  cases  being  the 
Presbytery  of  Victoria  and  Richmond,  where  about  half  a  dozen  in  Port  Hastings  gave  up  the 
traffic  within  the  year. 

Prince  Edward  Island. — There  are  no  licenses.  The  whole  province,  except  Charlottetown,  is 
under  the  Canada  Temperance  Act,  which  is  uniformly  commended  as  a  restrictive  measure,  but 
«ince  its  repeal  in  that  city,  about  two  years  ago,  the  sale  has  been  free  and  open.  At  the  last  session 
of  the  Provincial  Legislature  an  Act  was  passed  which  greatly  limits  it.  It  grants  no  licenses,  but 
is  similar  to  the  license  laws  of  other  provinces  in  its  restrictive  features.  The  experiment  is  an 
important  one,  and  will  be  watched  with  interest. 

Reports  regarding  the  illicit  sale  are  varied — several  places  having  none,  and  others  very  little, 
while  in  others  it  is  more  defined  ;  but  **  judging  from  the  reports  the  illicit  traffic  seems  to  be  kept 
pretty  well  in  check.''  For  a  number  of  years  the  Island  has  occupied  the  first  place  in  the  Dominion, 
as  far  as  temperance  is  concerned,  the  amount  per  head  of  liquor  consumed  oeing  less  than  in  any 
other  province. 

New  Brunswick  has  the  most  of  its  counties  and  its  capital,  Fredericton,  under  the  Canada 
Temperance  Act.  The  following  places  are  reported  as  having  licenses  :  St.  John,  1  to  700  of  popu- 
lation ;  Cambellton  12,  or  one  to  125  ;  Richibucto  7,  or  1  to  300  ;  Dalhousie  5,  or  1  to  500 ;  Batnurst 
5  ;  Welford  2,  or  1  to  600.  The  Presbytery  of  Miramichi  reports  Northumberland,  within  its  bounds, 
under  the  Canada  Temperance  Act.  In  it  four  sessions  report  that  there  is  no  illicit  sale,  and  four 
that  it  had  decreased.  In  only  two  places  where  licenses  are  granted  has  there  been  such  decrease, 
while  the  quantity  of  liquor  used  has  not  decreased.  The  results  of  licenses  are  invariably  reported 
as  unfavourable. 

Quebec. — Within  the  Presbytery  of  Quebec  five  sessions  report  no  licenses.  In  the  city  of 
Quebec  there  are  only  two  groceries,  so  far  as  known  to  the  session  reporting,  that  do  not  sell  liquor 
by  license.  Licensed  places  average  1  to  280  of  population,  and  in  L4vis,  1  to  230.  Dlicit  sale  is 
rtipidly  disappearing  outside  of  the  city  of  Quebec,  resulting  mainly  from  the  vigorous  enforcement  of 
the  law.  In  Richmond  county,  during  the  last  five  years,  twenty  thousand  dollars  have  been  taken 
from  liquor  dealers  in  fines  and  expenses. 
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Within  the  bounds  of  Montreal  Presbytery  some  districts  report  no  license,  and  some  a  marked 
decrease  of  illicit  sale.  Selling  on  the  Sabbath  is  falling  oflF  to  some  extent.  The  following  figures 
give  the  numl>er  of  licenses  for  the  city  of  Montreal:  For  1890 — hotels,  165;  restaurants,  .^22; 
shops,  groceries,  597 — total,  1,084.  In  1891 — hotels,  153;  restaraunts,  477  ;  shops,  groceries,  304 — total, 
924.  In  1890— arrests  for  drunkenness,  8,868;  in  1891.  9,349.  **The  reduction  in  number  of 
licenses  was  on  account  of  the  increase  in  the  license  fee ;  the  amount  of  drunkenness  was  not 
diminished. " 

This  is  but  an  example  of  what  is  re|K)rted  from  almost  all  places  where  licenses  are  granted. 
To  reduce  the  number  of  licenses  does  not  lessen  the  amount  of  liquor  sold,  nor  the  amount  of 
drunkenness  resulting  from  it.  To  raise  the  license  fee  only  makes  it  necessary  to  sell  more  to  meet 
the  additional  expense  ;  and  to  sell  more  attractions  and  temptations  to  lead  men  and  youth  to  drink 
are  made  all  the  more  alluring  and  dangerous.  The  testimony  of  P.  E.  Her,  President  of  the  (Jreat 
Willow  Springs  Distilling  Company,  Nebraska,  fully  contiruis  this.  In  writing  to  the  trade,  he  says ; 
**  High  license  has  not  hurt  our  business  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  has  been  a  great  benefit  to  it.  I  believe 
that  high  license  acts  as  a  bar  against  prohibition.  I  do  not  think  that  high  license  lessens  the 
ciuantity  of  licjuor  used."  If  called  to  vote  for  no  license,  or  high  license,  he  believes  that  the  liquor 
dealers  would  almost  unanimously  go  for  high  license.  After  all  his  long  experience  in  different 
States  previous  to  high  license  and  since,  he  says  :  **  I  believe  that  high  license  is  one  of  the  grandest 
laws  for  the  liquor  traffic,  and  for  men  interested,  as  well  as  for  the  people  at  large,  there  ie.**  The 
only  real  remedy  is  the  abolition  of  the  saloon.  To  get  rid  of  its  evil  influences  it  must  be  more  than 
limited,  or  lessened  in  numbers,  or  highly  taxed  ;  it  must  disappear. 

Synod  of  Toronto  and  Kingston. — Bristol  is  under  local  option.  There  are  no  licenses.  The  law 
is  well  sustained  by  the  Municipal  Council  and  the  popular  sentiment,  and  the  results  are  said  to  be 
satisfactory. 

The  proportion  in  9  centres  ranges  from  1  to  160  to  1,000,  averaging  1  to  540.  One  place  reports 
that  there  are  none,  *'  the  last  of  the  race  having  vanished  from  the  steady  march  of  Christian  civiliza- 
tion.    The  illicit  sale  has  decreased  all  around  so  far  as  known." 

Manitoba. — Meadow  Leaf,  Springfield,  and  Kildonan  report  that  there  is  no  sale,  but  the  nearness 
of  the  last  two  to  Winnipeg  largely  countei*act8  the  benefits  that  should  otherwise  be  eujoye<l.  There 
has  been  a  great  revival  of  interest  in  temperance  work  in  Manitoba  during  the  year,  with  a  great 
convention  at  Winnipeg  ;  all  resulting  in  an  Act  being  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature 
providing  for  a  popular  vote  on  prohibition  at  the  Provincial  Elections  this  summer.  This  experi- 
ment, like  the  one  being  tried  in  Prince  Edward  Island,  is  an  important  one,  and  the  outcome  of  it 
will  be' watched  with  much  interest. 

The  Territories. — Some  sessions  in  Regina  Presbytery  furnish  us  with  an  illustration  of  the  Irish 
wit  on  the  prairies.  '*  All  sale  is  illicit  but  four  per  cent,  and  that  being  more  than  four  per  cent  is 
illicit  too."  Illicit  sale  has  increased  since  the  introduction  of  the  four  per  cent  beer,  and  hotels 
selling  strong  drink  in  defiance  of  the  law.  The  .License  Law  lately  passed  is  said  not  to  be  the  wish 
of  the  majority  of  the  people.  It  has  been  secured  principally  by  three  classes,  who  are  active  in 
working  for  it ;  those  who  have  the  appetite,  those  who  want  to  make  money  by  it  and  tboee  who 
through  it  seek  political  advantages.  Medicine  Hat  is  the  only  place  that  reports  liquor  sold  by 
license.  It  has  two  licenses,  1  to  300.  Medicine  Hat,  Lethbridge  and  Pincher  Ci-eek  report  marked 
decrease  in  illicit  sale.  Davisburg  has  three  places  and  Red  Deer  twelve  more,  where  liquor  is  sold 
•illegally,  and  they  state  that  the  permit  system  has  increased  the  drinking  custom  and  illicit  sale. 
The  prohibition  law,  which  did  much  good,  and  was  fitted  to  do  very  much  greater  good,  had  it  been 
fairly  dealt  with,  was  over-ridden  and  made  largely  ineffective  by  the  introduction  and  abuse  of  the 
permit  system  and  four  per  cent  beer.  They  make  the  enforcement  of  the  law  very  difficult,  and 
foster  drinking  customs. 

British  Columbia.  — Proportion  of  licensed,  places  to  population  ranges  from  1  to  50  to  1  to  390, 
or  1  to  216,  in  communities  reporting.     All  but  one  session  report  decrease  of  the  illicit  sale. 

With  reference  to  the  illicit  sale  throughout  the  whole  Dominion,  while  a  few  report  no  change  or  in- 
crease, the  general  testimony  is  that  it  is  decreased,  especially  where  there  are  no  licenses.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  statement  comes  from  several  places  where  there  are  licenses,  that .  the  illicit  sale  has  not 
decreased.  And  a  few  of  the  Presbyterians  say  that  even  some  of  those  who  have  licenses  overstep 
the  law  and  sell  illegally.  A  considerable  number  of  sessions,  particularly  in  the  rural  districts, 
state  that  there  is  no  sale  within  the  bounds.  To  sum  up  we  find  (1)  But  a  few  villages  and  towns 
are  free  from  the  presence  and  influences  of  the  saloon  or  dram  shop,  hundreds  of  which  are  licensed, 
showing  us  that,  even  at  this  late  date,  the  third  question  is  not  superfluous.  It  is  too  plain  that 
multitudes  do  not  yet  see  the  saloon  in  the  true  character.  (2)  The  rural  districts  are  largely  free 
from  this  curse,  though  it  is  also  true  that  we  cannot  in  all  cases  judge  of  the  comparative  sobriety 
of  country  or  town  or  city  by  the  presence  or  absence  of  the  dram  shop,  for  from  these  centres  it 
sends  its  polluted  streams  far  out  into  the  country.  (3)  The  illicit  sale  still  continues  in  greater  or 
less  proportion,  especially  in  villages,  towns  and  cities.  (4)  The  granting  of  licenses  is  not  found  to 
be  favourable  to  the  reduction  of  illicit  selling,  but  rather  the  contrary,  as  they  tend  to  increase  the 
amount  of  drinking  and  drunkenness  ;  and  (5)  The  illicit  sale  is  steadily  decreasing  in  almost  all  parts 
of  the  Dominion. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


APPENDICES. 


977 


APPENDIX  No.  6. 

Statement  mibmitttd  by  W.  H.  Rogersy  of  Amhernty  N.S, 

Table  of  Imports. 

Extracted  and  averaged  from  returns  made  in  Parliament  1822.  8ee  the  4th  and  5th  Reports  of 
Commissioner  of  Inquiry. 

Famine  Years,  1800-10-13-14.  Years  of  Plenty,  1811-12-15  and  17. 

Haberdashery £140,936  value.  £110,936  £30,000  decrease. 

Drapery  (new  and  old) 3,778,514  yds.  £2,422,444  £1,356,070 

Iron,  hardware  and  pots £467,109  value.  £337,458  £129,651        ** 

Blankets 60,004  Na  26,613  33,401 

Ck)tton  goods £197,198  value.  £104,198  £93,000' 

Black  Tea 3,530,643  lbs.  3,189,132  341,511 

Muscovado  Sugar 381,278  cwt.  306,954  74,324 

The  years  1800-13  and  14  were  those  of  famine  in  Ireland,  when  to  keep  the  people  from  starving, 
the  Government  prohibited  the  brewing  and  distilling  of  liquors  to  save  the  grain  for  the  people,  who 
during  the  period  drank  little  or  no  gin,  but  paid  their  money  for  the  necessaries  and  comforts 
of  life. 

The  years  1811-12-15  and  17  were  those  of  plenty  of  grain  and  the  breweries  were  in  full  blast, 
and  the  people  spent  their  earnings  for  gin,  then  families  had  to  go  with  short  supplies.  Hence  the 
falling  on  in  the  imports  as  above.  In  addition  therefore  to  the  saving  of  disorder,  crime,  disease, 
and  pauperism,  and  all  their  cost,  it  is  clear  that  even  the  excise  was  greatly  benefited  by  the 
increased  consumption  of  other  exciseable  articles. 

What  was  true  of  Ireland  in  particular  must  be  true  of  any  other  country.  This  may  be  illus- 
trated from  the  fact  that  while  the  actual  decrease  in  the  consumption  of  spirits,  wine  and  beer  in 
the  year  1850  as  compared  with  1836,  was  524,932  gallons,  the  increase  in  the  consumption  of  coffee, 
tea  and  cocoa  in  1850  over  1836,  was  26,735,914  lbs.  Hence  what  is  lost  to  the  excise  in  one  way  is 
made  up  in  another.  This  is  confinued  by  t  he  fact,  that  in  the  vear  of  Father  Mathew's  greatest 
temperance  triumphs  in  Ireland,  while  the  revenue  from  whisty  was  vastly  reduced,  the  total 
revenue  had  increased  £90,000  above  its  average,  besides  saving  much  cost  of  collection. 
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APPENDIX   No.  7. 


Statement  mibmitted  by  W.  D,  McCalluniy  Town  Clerk,  Truro. 
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Breaking  windows 3 

Abusive  lan^age 4 

Profane        do       3 

Threatening  to  shoot 1 


Total 


90 


1878. 

Drunk  and  disorderly 42 

do     and  incapable 15 

do      3 

Assault 28 

Disorderly  conduct  on  streets 8 

Larceny IS 

Stabbing 1 

Threatening  language /  5 

Throwing  stones * 2 

Breaking  glass 4 

Obstructing  sidewiJk 8 

Bastardy 1 


Total 


120 


1879. 


Drunk  and  disorderly 34 

do     and  incapable 7 

Assault 18 

Housebreaking 8 

Throwing  stones 2 

Drunk 1 

Abusive  and  profane  language 2 

Cruelty  to  animals 4 

Larceny.  -. 4 

Perjury 2 

Obetructinff  sidewalk 1 

Issuing  ana  passing  counterfeit  bills  1 


Total. 


79 


1880. 


Drunk  and  disorderly 28 

do     and  incapable 7 

Assault .• 18 

Drunk 3 

Throwin j[  stones 5 

Threatenmg  and  abusive  lang^uage 8 

Larceny 3 

Malicious  injury  to  property 8 

Disorderly  conduct  on  streets 8 

Breach  of  by-laws 3 


Total. 


1881. 

Drunk  and  disorderly 83 

do      and  incapable 7 

Assault 13 

Malicious  injury  to  property 15 

Obstructing  side^lk 

Profane  and  obecehe  language 

Larceny 

Fighting  on  streets . 

Loud  conduct 

Perjury 

Interfering  with  police  affairs 

Disorderly  on  streets 


Total. 


^ 
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1882. 

Drunk  and  disorderly 22 

do         incapable 21 

Aasault 26 

Malicious  injury  to  property 25 

Larceny 14 

Disorderly  conduct  on  streets 7 

Abusive  and  obscene  language 9 

Fast  driving ..  6 

Burglary    . 1 

Obstructing  sidewalk 2 

Wife  beating 1 

Indecent  exposure 1 


Total 


135 


1883. 


Drunk  and  disorderly 24 

do        incapable 12 

Assault 16 

Profane  language 5 

Drunk  and  disorderly  and  resisting  police 2 

Throwing  stones 5 

Shop  brcMucing  and  felony 4 

EHsturbanoe  on  street 2 

Destro3ring  plants 1 

do       clothing 1 

Larceny 2 

Breaking  glass 6 


Total. 


80 


1884. 


Drunk  and  disorderly 22 

do        incapable 11 

Assault    23 

Other  offences,  such  as  felony,  larceny,  break- 
ing into  shops,  abusive  language,  &c 60 


Total. 


108 


1885. 


Dnink  and  disorderly 27 

do        incapable 3 

Assault 7 

Fighting  on  streets 2 

Obstructing  sidewalk. 

Beating  cmld  

Burglary 

Larceny 

Indecent  assault 

Felony 

Frequenting  houses  of  ill-fame 

Disturbing  religious  meeting 


Total. 


60 


1886. 


Dnmk  and  disorderly 20 

do        incapable 2 

Assault 14 

Larceny 4 

Abusive  language 7 

Breaking  glass 3 

Disturbing  reliffious  meeting 5 

Disorderly  conduct 1 

Shooting    2 

Destroying  property  9 


Total 


67 


1887. 

Drunk  and  disorderly 16 

Assault 16 

Drunk  and  incapable 3 

Disturbing  religious  meeting 3 

Breaking  glass 2 

Stealing 2 

Profane  language 1 

Abusive  language 2 

Interfering  with  police 1 

Fighting  on  streets  2 

Shooting    1 

Total 49 

1888. 

Drunk  and  disorderly 20 

do        incapable 1 

Assault  18 

Disturbing  religious  meeting 10 

Fast  driving     1 

Larceny ,  8 

Bastardy  1 

Neglecting  to  provide  w.  closet  1 

Profane  language 1 

Throwing  stones 1 

Fighting  on  street 1 

Vagrancy 1 

Obstructmg  sidewalk 1 

Total 60 

1889. 

Drunk  and  disorderly 41 

do        incapable 5 

Assault 19 

Felony 3 

Passing  counterfeit  money 1 

Abusive  language 5 

Larceny 2 

Selling  rum  to  Indians 1 

Fi^htm^  on  streets 3 

Disturbing  Salvation  Army 2 

Breaking  door 5 

Interfenng  with  police 1 

Resisting  police 2 

Total 90 

1990. 

Dnmk  and  disorderly 47 

do        incapable 10 

Disturbing  reli^ous  meeting 2 

Fighting  on  streets 4 

Assault 9 

Larcenj 2 

Throwing  stones 1 

Breaking  door 4 

Abusive  language 3 

Profane       do 1 

Resisting  arrest 1 

Refusing  to  assist  policeman 1 

Violation  of  Health  Act 2 

Vagrant 1 

Violation  of  By-law  18 2 

Disturbance  on  streets 1 

Total 91 


21—62^ 
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TOWN  OF  TRURO. 

Licenses  were  granted  in  the  following  years  : — 
1875-6  for  all  the  time. 
1876-7    do  do 

1877-8  at  first  and  some  refused  in  latter  part  of  the  year. 
f88  collected  in  fines  from  illegal  sellers.    No  licenses  since. 


Fines  paid  in  Police  CJourt- 

-Town  of  Truro. 

Police  expenses— Town  of  Truro. 

1875-76  (short  year) 

$331  59 

1876   . 

$  456  82 

1876-77 

410  32 

1877.. 

86697 

1877-78 

168  53 

1878 . . 
1879  . . 

639  12 

1878-79 

163  25 

89995 

1879-80 .... 

153  85 

1880   . 

74489 

1880-81  

161  00 

1881.. 

44960 

1881-82 

35002 

1882 . . 

51369 

1882-83  

238  85 

1883.. 

40000 

188a-84 

138  82 

1884.. 

494  00 

1884-85 

95  00 

1885.. 

77387 

1885-86 

113  00 

1886.. 

89520 

1886-87 

139  05 

1887   . 

910  30 

1887-88 

102  25 

1888 

1,242  77 

1888       (short  year) 

163  24 

1889.. 

90307 

.1889       

29970 

1890.. 

....   1,11926 

1890       

180  29 

1891 . . 

894  16 

1891       

,  52  75 

1 

APPENDIX   No.  8. 

Statement  submitted  by  H.  M.  Irciiie^  of  Yarmouth, 
Resolution. 

At  a  crisis  so  important  in  n)oral  reform  as  the  present,  and  desiring  to  avail  ourselves  of  every 
means  ofifering  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  State,  we,  the  members  of  the  Port  Royal  Lodge,  Ka 
100, 1.  O.  G.  T.,  situated  in  the  town  of  Annapolis,  respectfully  submit  to  the  gentlemen  composing  the 
Royal  Commission  on  the  Liquor  Traffic,  the  following  proposition  : — 

1st.  In  former  years'  regime  of  the  licensed  traffic  in  intoxicants  the  communities  of  this 
country  and  town  of  Annapolis  have  suffered  incalculable  injury  and  loss,  morally,  socially  and 
financially,  directly  traceable  to  this  cause. 

2nd.  More  recently  and  within  the  limits  of  the  period  in  which  the  Scott  Act  has  been  in 
operation,  particularly  when  the  provisions  of  the  Act  have  been  sustained  by  public  opinion  and 
vigorously  enforced,  a  very  marked  change  for  the  better  has  become  apparent,  specially  marked  in 
the  moral  elevation  of  the  community,  the  diminution  of  crime,  and  the  promotion  of  every  interest 
both  public  and  private. 

3rd.  Based  on  such  facts  as  the  foregoing,  which  we  believed  to  be  essentially  sustained  all  over 
the  land,  we  respectfully  submit  that  the  public  interests  of  the  Dominion  demand,  at  the  earliest 
possible  opportunity  such  le^slative  enactment,  universal  in  scope,  simple  and  definite,  and  uuam- 
oi^ous  in  its  language  and  spirit,  as  will  speedily  emancipate  society  from  the  thraldom  of  strong 
dnnk  and  the  traffic  in  intoxicants. 

4th.  Also, — that  the  impartial  and  effective  enforcement  of  such  legislation  can  be  better  accom- 
plished by  the  employment  of  officers  appointed  and  paid  by  the  Dominion  Government,  the  same  as 
m  the  Customs  Department  or  any  other  branch  of  the  Civil  Service. 
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APPENDIX  No.Q. 


StcUement  submitted  hy  O.  A.  ffendersoriy  Clerk,  Police  Court,  St.  John,  If.B. 


Whole  No. 

Arrests 

Fines  paid 

Year. 

of 

for 

into 

Arrests. 

Drunkenness. 

Police  Court. 

1871 

1,451 

906 

S 
4,493 

1872 

1,819 

1,001 

6,175 

1873. 

1,891 

1,117 

6,026 

1874 

2,145 

1,282 
666 

6,654 

1875 

1,304 

3,923 

1876 

1,440 

894 

4,388 

1877 : 

2,092 

1,609 

6,035 

1878 

1,972 

1,474 

4,867 

1879 

1,232 

744 

2,501 

1880. 

1,063 

606 

2,046 

1881. 

1,224 

738 

3,248 

1882 

1,414 

840 

3,697 

1883 

1,272 

783 

3,954 

1884. 

1,294 

776 

2,773 

1885 

1,030 

591 

2,428 

1886 

*  977 

562  . 

2,959 

1887 

889 

495 

3,117 

1888 

735 

445 

2,848 

1889 

1,187 

883 

4,892 

1890 

1,725 

1,041 

9,483 

1891 

1,678 

1,030 

7,201 

29,824 

18,381 

893,700 

APPENDIX  No.  10. 

Copies  of  Besdutions  submitted  by  Rev.  W.  0.  Raymond  of  St.  John,  N.B. 
1885/ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  N.  Vroom,  the  order  of  business  was  suspended  to  admit  of  a  resolution  on 
temperance. 

Moved  by  Mr.  C.  N.  Vroom,  seconded  by  Rev.  G.  O.  Troop, 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  recognizes  the  evil  of  intemperance  as  one  of  the  greatest  obstacles 
to  the  spread  of  Christ's  Kingdom  ; 

And  further  resolved.  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Synod,  the  Church  of  England  should  be  found 
in  the  front  ranks  in  the  contest  against  this  gigantic  evil,  and  that  the  clergy  and  laity  of  this 
diocese  be  called  upon  resolutely  to  oppose  the  evil,  and  to  encourage  every  legitimate  effort  to  sup- 
press it. 

Carried. 
1886. 

Moved  by  Mr.  C.  N.  Vroom,  seconded  by  Rev.  G.  O.  Troop, 

That  this  Synod  desires  to  reaffirm  the  resolution  on  temperance  adopted  at  the  last  annual 
meeting,  and  to  urge  on  clergy  and  laity  renewed  exertions  against  the  evil  oi  intemperance  and  the 
present  system  of  drinking  saloons,  by  which  the  evil  is  fostered. 

Carried. 
1890. 

Moved  by  Rev.  F.  Pember,  seconded  by  Rev.  Canon  Roberts, 

That  this  Synod  reco^izes  the  traffic  in  intoxicating  liouors  as  a  great  evil,  causing  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  poverty,  siSering,  disorder  and  crime  in  this  Dominion,  and  hindering  the  work  of  the 
Church. 

Resolved  therefore,  That  all  legislation  on  the  subject  of  the  liquor  traffic  should  tend  towards 
the  restriction  of  the  same. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


982  ROYAL   COMMISSION   ON   THE   LIQUOR  TRAFFIC. 

Moved  in  amendment  by  Mr.  C.  N.  Vroom,  seconded  by  Rev.  VV.  S.  Covert,  that  the  following 
words  be  added  to  the  resolution : — 

Further  resolved,  That  the  most  complete  restrictive  legislation  is  a  law  prohibiting  the  importa- 
tion, manufacture  and  sale  of  all  alcoholic  liquors,  except  for  use  in  mechanical  and  medicinal  and 
sacramental  purposes,  and  that  we  believe  that  the  Dominion  Parliament  should  enact  such  a  law, 
and  make  provisions  for  its  strict  enforcement. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  the  amendment  by  Mr.  H.  L.  Sturdee,  seconded  by  Rev.  J.  Roy 
Campbell, 

That  all  the  words  of  the  original  resolution  after  the  word  ^*  that "  be  struck  out,  and  the  fol- 
lowing words  substituted  therefor,  **  While  this  Synod  deplores  most  deeply  the  evils  arising  from 
the  intemperate  use  of  spirituous  liauors,  the  experience  of  the  past  is  not  such  as  to  lead  the  Synod 
,  to  declare  that  the  prohibition  of  all  sale  of  sucn  liquors  by  law  is  the  only,  or  even  the  best  way  of 
dealing  with  such  evils." 

Alter  some  discussion,  on  motion  of  Dr.  C.  W.  Weldon,  the  debate  was  adjourned. 

On  reassembling  Dr.  Weldon  took  the  floor  and  moved,  seconded  by  Rev.  L,  A.  Hoyt : 

That  this  Synod  deplores  the  evils  caused  by  intemperance  and  excessive  indulgence  in  intoxicat- 
ing liquors,  a  fruitful  source  of  poverty,  suffering,  disorder  and  crime  in  the  Dominion  and  hindering 
the  Church  ; 

Therefore  resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Church  and  of  every  member  of  the  Church,  to 
use  every  effort  to  promote  the  principles  of  temperance  and  sobriety,  and  to  use  every  legitimate 
method  to  check  this  great  evil. 

On  the  question  l^ing  put  to  the  Synod,  the  substitute  for  the  whole  matter  was  carried. 


APPENDIX  No.  II. 

Copies  of  RendtUioiis  sxibinitted  by  Rev.  Robert  Wilson,  of  St,  John. 

Extracts  from  report  of  Standing  Committee  on  Temperance,  adopted  at  Methodist  General 
Conference,  1890. 

As  the  wave  of  prohibition  sentiment  had  swept  over  the  Dominion  with  irresistible  force  in 
1884  and  1885,  so  in  1887  and  1888  the  repeal  movement  carried  nearly  all  the  same  counties.  The 
supporters  of  the  license  system  asserted  that  the  success  of  the  repeal  movement  proved  the  nnwill- 
ingness  of  the  people  to  bow  to  sumptuary  laws,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  advocates  of  prohibition 
amrmed  that  tne  secret  of  the  success  of  the  movement  was  to  be  found  chiefly  in  the  want  of  proper 
enforcement  of  the  prohibitory  clauses  of  the  Act.  •  This,  your  Committee  feel  bound  by  evidence  to 
accept  as  the  true  explanation  of  an  apparent  surprising  change  in  public  opinion.  We  affirm  it  as  our 
strong  conviction  that,  if  the  same  energy  had  been  displayed  in  enforcing  the  provisions  of  the  Scott 
Act  as  in  the  administration  of  our  Customs  laws  and  the  laws  a^inst  illicit  stills,  the  possibility  of 
suppressing  the  traffic  of  intoxicants  by  legal  enforcement  would  before  this  have  been  fuUy  and 
clearly  demonstrated. 

It  is  execrated  in  homes  and  denounced  in  halls ;  from  the  judicial  bench,  it  is  charged  with 
bein^  the  source  of  nine-tenths  of  the  crimes  which  cause  our  land  to  mourn,  and  which  paralyze  onr 
civilization.  Every  form  of  iniquity,  from  the  heritage  of  ignorance  imposed  on  the  child  to  the 
crimes  which  are  expiated  on  the  gallows,  finds  its  parentage  m  this  most  prolific  mother  of  eviL  The 
press  of  our  land  has  thundered  against  it,  and  day  by  day  has  held  up  faithfully  before  a  Christian 
civilization  scenes  of  such  horror  as  appeal  to  senses  not  blunted  by  continual  wrong-doing.  The 
pulpits  of  our  land  have  borne  testimony  against  it,  and  have  held  up  the  fierce  denunciation  of 
Almighty  God  against  the  drunkard-maker.  The  traffic  bears  the  curses  of  suffering  humanity.  The 
utter  hopelessness  of  removing  its  evils  by  legalizing  the  principle,  which  is  admittedly  amoivEtl  wrong, 
and  of  rendering  it  harmless  by  hedging  it  with  partial  safeguards,  is  confessed  by  all  who  have 
thoroughly  studied  the  matter  without  personal  interest  or  prejudice. 

The  adoption  of  the  Act  has  taught  us  several  valuskble  lessons,  which  we  do  well  to  profit 
by  :— 

1.  We  have  learned  that  the  abolition  of  the  license  system  has  not  been  followed  by  commercial 
disaster,  as  the  liquor  advocates  everywhere  declared  it  would  be. 

2.  That  municipal  government  may  be  carried  on  without  the  local  revenue  derived  from  the 
licensing  of  intoxicating  liquors,  and  that  without  the  imposition  of  new  and  burdensome  taxes  upon 
the  people. 

3.  That  the  law  has  proved  a  valuable  educator  of  public  opinion. 

4.  That  where  the  law  is  even  moderately  well  enforced  the  mischievous  and  wicked  treating 
customs  are  largely  destroyed. 

5.  That  the  consumption  of  intoxicants  is  decreasing  in  our  Dominion  in  a  degree  corresponding 
with  the  extent  to  which  the  Act  is  adopted. 
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6.  That  the  reduction  of  poverty,  drunkenness  and  crime  is  more  and  more  manifest. 

7.  That  our  hope  of  ultimate  and  complete  victory  over  this  great  enemy  of  all  righteousness  lies 
in  total  prohibition.  We  must  not  stop  short  of  this.  We  cannot,  if  we  would  conserve  what  we 
have  already  secured. 

NO  REPEAL, 

That  these  advantages  as  well  as  others  may  have  the  fullest  effect,  let  us  oppose — with  all  our 
might  of  work,  prayer,  faith  and  vote — the  repeal  of  the  Act  whenever  and  wherever  an  attempt  is 
made  in  that  direction.  Let  the  name  of  no  member  of  the  Methodist  Church  be  found  upon  a  repeal 
petition,  much  less,  lot  no  one  co-operate  directly  or  indirectly  with  those  who  seek  to  reclothe  with 
the  garment  of  respectability  and  legality  a  traffic  which  the  Act  has  made  disreputable  and  illegal. 
Utterly  refuse  to  have  any  partnership  in  a  business  whose  policy  is  that  of  the  Anarchists  in  the  use 
of  the  dynamite  bomb,  violence  and  terrorism.  Let  it  be  known  to  all  that  a  vote  to  repeal  the  Act 
is  a  vote  against  prohibition,  and  every  vote  to  sustain  the  Act  is  a  vote  for  prohibition.  Then,  in 
the  fear  of  God,  let  us  endeavour  to  repeat  the  repeal  agitation  all  along  the  line,  and  prohibition  will 
soon  be  gained. 

THE   DUTY  OF  THE  HOUR. 

The  present  situation  defines  the  duties  of  Christian  electors  in  unequivocal  terms.  We  would 
not  ignore,  or  in  any  way  depreciate,  the  value  of  the  subordinate  forces  in  the  struggle  for  de- 
liverance from  a  great  national  bane.  We  rejoice  in  the  power  of  moral  suasion,  in  the  sood  work 
wrought  by  the  numerous  temperance  organizations  of  our  land,  in  the  influence  of  the  religious  and 
political  press,  that  is  ever  becoming  more  potent  for  prohibitory  legislation.  Still,  it  is  evident,  even 
to  the  superficia)  observer,  that  the  mightiest  weapon  in  this  conflict  is  the  ballot,  and  that  the  great 
decisive  battles  of  the  temperance  movement  must  be  fought  at  the  polls.  The  issue  is  fairly  before 
the  country  now.  The  attitude  and  perttonnd  of  our  enemies  were  never  so  clearly  defined.  The 
temperance  men  of  Canada  have  the  opportunity  of  striking  a  blow  for  the  complete  and  final  sup- 
pression of  the  liquor  traffic  such  as  they  never  had  before.  May  they  prove  equal  to  the  duties  and 
responsibilities  of  this  hour. " 

Extract  from  Temperance  Report,  adopted  at  N.  B.  and  P.  E.  I.  Conference,  1891  : — 

The  feeling  specially  expressed  in  the  committee  was, — 

1st.  That  the  traditional  policy  of  Methodism  regarding  this  important  question  should  be  strictly 
adhered  to,  and  the  fact  emphasized  that  the  Methodist  church  has  always  set  its  face  against  the 
traffic  in  and  use  of  intoxicating  drink.  Our  Sabbath  schools  have  incorporated  in  their  constitution 
a  distinct  and  emphatic  pledge,  which  we  would  specially  urge  upon  the  attention  of  the  officers  and 
teachers  of  our  schools  tnat  they  may  use  their  best  endeavours  to  induce  every  scholar  in  this  im- 
portant department  of  our  work  to  take.  And  we  also  urge  that  the  quarterly  temperance  meetings 
provided  for  in  our  Sabbath  schools  be  made  as  interesting  and  as  instructive  as  possible,  that  so  the 
children  of  our  people  may  have  an  intelligent  appreciation  of  the  benefits  of  total  abstinence  and  a 
proportionate  knowledge  of  the  evils  of  intoxicating  drink. 

2nd.  That  as  our  cnurch  occupies  one  of  the  strongest  and  foremost  poeitions  among  the  churches 
of  this  Dominion,  its  power  as  an  educating  influence  along  the  lines  of  temperance  can  scarcely  be 
over-estimated,  and  as  this  question  is  one  of  the  most  important  connected  with  our  work,  our 
ministers  and  members  should  use  increased  zeal  in  disseminating  temperance  principles,  and  restrain- 
ing men  from  doing  evil  in  our  land  by  the  sale  of  that  which  intoxicates. 

3rd.  That  the  work  of  the  W.  C.  T.  Union,  whose  chief  executive  of  the  Dominion  met  this  year 
in  our  Province,  is  recognized  by  us  as  one  of  the  principle  factors  in  the  education  of  our  people  in 
the  matter  of  temperance,  and  while  we  urge  our  brethren  to  work  in  our  Sabbath  schools  and  on  the 
public  platforms,  we  urge  the  women  of  our  church  likewise  to  identify  themselves  as  far*as  possible 
with  every  institution  which  has  for  its  object  the  salvation  of  our  entire  Dominion  from  any  con- 
nection with  the  evil  of  the  sale,  use,  or  manufacture  of  strong  drink. 

We  hail  with  much  pleasure  the  fact  that  the  Presbyterian  church  has  in  its  General  Assembly 
declared  itself  for  three  successive  years  on  the  side  of  total  prohibition,  and  as  we  have  so  much  in 
common  \^nth  this  ^^reat  church  in  other  respects  we  are  fflad  to  join  our  hands  with  our  brethren  of 
that  church  in  this  important  matter  also.  The  Baptist  church  likewise  takes  the  same  ground. 
And  with  the  various  organizations  of  our  day  and  land  we  make  prohibition  our  aim  and  watchword, 
and  to  arouse  our  people  afresh  to  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  legislation  which  can  undoubtedly 
be  obtained  if  determined  and  united  effort  is  made  in  favour  of  such  an  object. 
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APPENDIX  No.  12. 

r  8vbinitttd  by  J.  L.  Marsh,  Police  MagistrtiUt  Fredericton. 

ULATIONS  GOVERNING  THE  CITY  OF  FREDERICTON  POLICE 
FORCE. 

Council  by  John  L.  Marsh,  Esq.,  Police  Magistrate,  on  the  7th  July,  A.D., 
embly,  34  Victoria,  Chap.  1,  and  approved  of  by  said  Council  at  monthly 

CHAS.  W.  BECKWITH,  City  CUrL 

\e  shall  consist  of  three  men,  one  of  whom  shall  act  as  day  policeman  and  two 
I  their  hours  of  duty  shall  be  as  follows : — 
shall  go  on  duty  at  7  o'clock  a.m.  each  day  throughout  the  year,  and  go  off 

in  to  go  on  duty  at  6  o'clock  p.m.,  and  to  co  off  duty  (from  the  first  of  May  to 
t  4  o'clock  a.m.,  and  (from  the  1st  of  November  to  the  1st  of  May)  at  .i 

iny  time,  whether  on  duty  or  otherwise,  shall  preserve  the  peace  or  infraction 

r  of  any  City  By-law,  and  report  the  same  to  the  Police  Magistrate,  and  assist 

secution  of  the  same. 

iman  shall  attend  the  Police  Magistrate's  Court,  when  in  session  on  criminal 

se  of  maintaining  order,  guarding  prisoners,  and,  in  case  of  any  information 

uties  as  policeman,  in  assisting  in  the  prosecution. 

duty  of  the  several  policemen  generally  under  these  Regulations  and  the  Acts 

ton  Police  Force,  to  devote  their  time  exclusively  while  on  duty,  or  daring 

the  enforcement  of  the  Canada  Temperance  Act,  Dominion  and  Local  Acts, 

ow  in  force,  or  that  may  hereafter  be  enacted,  and  the  general  preservation  of 

[iroughout  the  City. 

man  shall,  without  extra  remuneration,  act  as  Sergeant  of  Police  and  have  a 

r  the  conduct  and  requirements  of  the  Police  Force,  reporting  any  delin- 

her  special  matters  to  the  Police  Ma^strate  without  delay,  provided,  however, 

the  Police  Magistrate,  in  case  of  the  sickness  of  a  night  policeman,  the  day 
B  place. 
>n  of  the  men,  their  inspection,  the  description  of  arms,  accoutrements,  or 

used  by  them,  shall  be  in  the  discretion  of  the  Police  Magistrate,  who  may 
[nmittee  of  the  City  Council  any  requirements  for  the  Force  that  should  be 

outrements,  uniforms,  handcuffs,  or  other  appliances  furnished  or  otherwise 
ration,  shall  be  and  remain  the  property  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Com- 
Fredericton,  and  if  any  such  shall  be  in  the  possession  of  any  member  of  the 
or  retires  from  office,  the  same  shall,  before  he  is  paid  off,  be  handed  over  to 
ind,  in  case  such  property  be  not  handed  over,  the  value  thereof  to  be  esti- 
^agistrate,  will  be  deducted  from  any  wages  due,  or,  if  there  be  no  wages  due, 
)nat-law. 

ions  shall  be  read  over  to  the  Police  Force  by  the  Sergeant  of  Police  on  the 
kch  year ;  and  a  copy  thereof  shall  be  entered  in  the  Information  Book  and 
n. 


APPENDIX  No.  13. 

StatemeiU  mbmitted  by  Edioard  Jack,  of  Fredericton. 

Extracts  From  the  Police  Record  Book. 
«ts  on  the  pubic  streets  for  the  months  of  May  and  June,  1889,  were  thirty - 

ists  on  the  public  streets  for  the  months  of  May  and  June,  1890,  were  thii*teen 
lie  two  months  the  hotel  proprietors  were  committed  to  jail. 

DOW  VANDINE. 

Sergt.  of  Police. 
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APPENDIX   No.   14. 

Paper  submitted  by  Rev.  W.  B.  Hirmony  Moncton, 

Your  Committee  on  Temperance  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  examined  the  circular  sent  to 
this  body  from  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Canada,  endorsed  by  the  General 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Churcli  of  Canada,  asking  co-operation  of  the  Churches  of  this  Conven- 
tion in  petitioning  the  Dominion  Parliament  to  give  the  country  a  law  prohibiting  the  importation, 
manufacture  and  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors.  Your  Committee  recommend  that  this  convention 
heartily  commit  itself  to  such  co-operation,  by  adopting  the  resolution  passed  by  the  above  bodies, 
which  is  but  a  reaffirmation  of  the  resolution  passed  by  this  convention  last  year  at  Fredericton,  the 
wording  only  beins  different,  namely, — that  whereas,  the  traffic  in  intoxicat/inff^  liquor  is  a 
recognized  evil,  producing  a  large  proportion  of  the  poverty,  suffering,  disorder  and  crime  in  our 
Dominion,  and  unnecessarily  adding  much  to  the  taxes  of  our  people ;  and  whereas,  we  believe  that 
a  law  enacted  by  the  Dominion  Parliament  prohibiting  the  importation,  manufacture  and  sale  of 
all  alcoholic  liquors,  except  for  use  in  mechanical,  medicinal,  and  sacramental  purposes,  and  contain- 
ing ample  provision  for  its  strict  enforcement  by  the  proper  authorities  will  greatly  diminish  these 
and  other  evils,  and  largely  increase  the  prosperity  ana  promote  the  health,  peace,  and  morals  of  our 
country,  it  is  therefore  resolved,  that  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,  it  is  now  the  duty  of  the 
Dominion  Parliament  to  enact  such  a  prohibitory  law. 

Baptist  Year  Book  of  the  Maritime  Provinces  of  Canada  for  the  year  1890. 


APPENDIX  No.  15. 

Copies  of  circulars  svJhmitted  by  SuperitUendeyU  Potti-nger^  IntercdoniaX  Raiticay. 

Intercolonial  Railway, 

Chief  Superintendent's  Office, 

Moncton,  N.B.,  23rd  February,  1883. 
[Circular,  No.  62.] 
To  all  Officers  and  Employees : 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  only  men  of  known  sober  habits  shall  be  employed  in  any 
position  affecting  the  movements  of  trains.  It  is  therefore  ordered  that  any  person  belonging  to  any 
of  the  following  named  classes  of  employees  who  is  known  to  be  intoxicated,  whether  on  duty  or  not, 
shall  be  peremptorily  dismissed  from  the  service. 

The  classes  of  employees  referred  to  are  train  despatchers,  station  masters,  assistant  station 
masters,  conductors,  telegraph  operators,  engine  drivers,  firemen,  brakesmen  and  switchmen. 

All  officers  and  employees  are  required  to  aid  in  carrying  out  this  order,  and  they  will  be  held 
responsible  for  anj^  neglect  or  concealment. 

D.  POTTING  ER,  Chief  Stiperintendeni, 


Intercolonial  Railway, 

Chief  Superintendent's  Office, 

Moncton,  N.B.,  5th  April,  1883. 
(Circular  No.  64.) 

To  all  Officers  and  Employees : 

The  Honourable  Minister  of  Railways  and  Canals  attaches  so  much  importance  to  sobriety  among 
the  employees  of  the  Railway,  and  to  the  example  set  by  those  in  higher  grades  of  the  service  to  the 
men  employed  under  them,  that  it  is  ordered  that  the  regulation  contained  in  Circular  No.  62  shall 
be  extende  1  to  all  officers  and  employees  without  exception. 

And,  hereafter,  any  officer  or  employee  who  is  known  to  be  intoxicated,  whether  on  duty  or  not, 
will  be  at  once  dismissed  from  the  service. 

D.  POTTING  ER,  Chief  Sui>eHntendent , 
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Intercolonial  Railway, 

Chief  Superintendent's  Office, 
MoNCTON,  N.B.,  January  20th,  1887. 
(Circular  No.  119.) 

To  all  Officers  and  Employees  : 

The  Honourable  Minister  of  Railways  and  Canals  considers  the  practice  of  sobriety  by  all  the 
officers  and  employees  of  the  railway  to  be  of  so  much  importance  that  ne  has  ^ven  orders  that  their 
attention  shall  be  again  called  to  the  subject,  and  that  the  orders  already  issued  shall  be  jrepeated  and 
made  more  stringent. 

Rules  Nos.  59,  60  and  61,  of  the  Time  Table,  Circular  No.  61,  dated  February  23rd,  1883,  and 
Circular  No.  64,  dated  April  5th,  1883,  will  be  strictly  enforced. 

The  use  of  intoxicating  liquor  when  on  duty  is  prohibited. 

Persons  who  are  not  of  sober  habits,  or  who  frequent  taverns,  or  similar  places,  or  who  give  evi- 
dence of  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors,  will  not  be  employed  or  retained  in  the  service. 

Any  person  who  is  intoxicated,  either  when  on  duty  or  when  off  duty,  will  be  at  once  dismissed 
from  the  service. 

All  persons  in  charge  in  any  capacity,  including  the  foremen  in  workshops,  will  be  held  respon- 
sible for  the  sober  character  of  the  men  employed  under  them,  and  they  must  report  at  once  any  vio- 
lation of  these  rules.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  making  of  such  reports  will  be  a  matter  of  duty,  the 
neglect  of  which  will  be  punished  by  dismissal  from  the  service. 

As  the  observance  of  these  rules  will  not  only  increase  the  comfort  and  safety  of  the  public,  but 
also  promote  your  own  welfare,  it  is  confidently  expected  that  you  will  cheerfully  comply  with  them. 

D.  POTTINGER,  Chi^ Superintendent. 


Copy  of  Time  Table  Rules. 

No.  59.  — Only  men  of  known  careful  and  sober  habits  will  be  employed  in  any  position  affecting 
tlie  movement  of  trains.  The  use  of  intoxicating  liquors  when  on  duty  is  strictly  prohibited.  Per- 
sons known  to  indulge  freely  in  intoxicating  liquors,  or  to  frequent  bar-rooms  or  places  where  liquor 
is  sold,  will  not  be  kept  in  the  railway  service. 

No.  60.  Any  employee  of  the  railway  who  is  known  to  be  intoxicated  either  when  on  duty  or 
when  off  duty,  will  at  once  be  dismissed  from  the  service. 

No.  61.  The  mechanical  foremen  in  charge  of  engine  houses,  train  despatchers,  station  masters, 
telegraph  operators,  conductors,  engine  drivers  and  all  other  persons  who  occupy  places  of  trust, 
must  report  promptly  any  violation  of  the  above  rules,  59  and  60.  Any  failure  to  report  at  once  will 
be  severely  punished. 


APPENDIX  No.  i6. 

Statement  svhmitted  by  George  J.  Robh^  City  Chrky  Monctoii. 
List  of  arrests  and  fines  from  1885  to  1892  filed  as  follows  : — 

A  rreats. 

1885 335 

1886 311 

1887 205 

1888 216 

1889 309 

1890 278 

1891 :..  263 

1892  to  end  of  July 123 

About  two-thirds  of  the  above  arrests  were  for  dnmkenness. 

Fine^. 

1885 $40  00 

1886 None. 

1887 950  00 

1888 1,060  00 

1889 2,100  00 

1890 1,800  00 

1891 1,650  00 

1892  to  end  of  July 600  00 

$8,190  00 
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APPENDIX  No.  17. 

Copy  of  BesoltUions  submitted  by  Rev.  W.  D:  Wiggi7i8,  Moncton,  N.B, 
REPORT  ON  TEMPERANCE  :— 

C/ircumstances  were  such  that  your  committee  was  not  able  to  co-operate  in  all  the  work  that  it 
was  intended  it  should.  However,  the  work  has  been  accomplished,  and  it  is  my  duty  to  lay  before 
you  the  results,  and  offer  a  suggestion.  The  petitions  were  circulated,  signed,  forwarded  to  Ottawa 
and  had  some  effect.     This  is  familiar  to  all. 

There  were  over  900,000  signatures  to  the  petitions  as  a  whole,  from  the  various  churches 
throughout  the  Dominion.  The  chairman  of  the  union  committee  in  his  communication  to  me  says, 
'*  The  petitions  have  had  a  decided  influence  at  Ottawa,  and  ministers  of  the  crown  admitted  to  the 
deputation,  on  27th  May,  that  they  must  do  something — that  the  matter  could  no  longer  be  ignored. 
A  ffreat  point  has  been  gained  in  getting  the  government  to  recognize  it  at  all,  and  it  will  be  our  own 
fault,  as  temperance  people,  if  it  does  not  come  to  something  good.     Let  us  keep  up  the  pressure. " 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  church  of  Canada  resolved,  **  to  authorize  its 
committee  on  Temperance  to  continue  to  co-operate  with  other  churches  in  such  ways  as  may  be 
found  expedient  to  keep  up  the  agitation  for  prohibition  begun  in  connection  with  the  petition 
movement."  Your  committee  would  recommena  that  this  body  authorize  its  committee  on  Tempe- 
rance to  co-operate  as  desired.  As  a  result  of  the  petitions,  parliament  resolved  to  appouit  a  Royal 
Commission  to  examine  and  report  on  the  whole  question.  As  this  commission  has  not  yet  been 
appointed,  and  as  it  is  desirable  that  all  parts  of  the  Dominion  should  be  represented  and  great  care 
taken  in  making  selections,  your  committee  would  suggest  that  this  body  recommend  one  or  more  as 
their  choice  to  take  a  place  on  this  commission. 


APPENDIX  No.  18. 


Paper  ^ubniUted  by  S.  C.  Nash^  Inland  EevenuCy  Charlottetomi  P.E.J. 
SPIRIT  STATEMENT— DOMESTIC  MANUFACTURE. 


Year. 


Gallons 
in  bond. 


Gallons 
duty  paid. 


Total. 


1882 

1883 ,.,. 

1884 

1885 

1886 

250  83 
1,600- 18 
1,535-85 

943  12 
4,667-42 
2,381-97 
1,519-40 
3,432-44 
1,160  68 
6,358-32 
5,497-69 

Unknown 

do        

do        . 

do 

431  13 
167  34 
483-36 
95003 
134-98 

1,425-70 
810-42 

%    cts. 

250  83 
1,600  18 
1,535  85 

943  12 
5,098  55 

1887 : 

1888 

1889 

1890. 

1891 

1892 

2,549  31 
2,032  76 
4,382  47 
1,295  66 
7,784  02 
6,308  11 

29,377-90 

4,402-96 

33,780  86 

Yearly  average  11  years  . . 
Scott  Act  average  9  years. 


Gallons. 
3,070-98 
2,187-63 
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APPENDIX  No.  19. 

Paper  submitted  by  S.  C.  Nash^  Inland  Revenue,  Chariottelown,  P.E.I. 
STATEMENT,  BEER  MANUFACTURED  IN  CHARLOTTETOWN. 


Year.  GraUona. 

1885 24,150 

1886 26,550 

1887 38,300 

1888 32,400 

1889 56,400 

1890 31,700 

1891 44,400 

1892 31,650 

Total 285,550 

Yearly  average 35,693 

Scott  Act  year*8  average . . , 34,916 


APPENDIX  No.  20. 

Statement  submitted  by  Hon.  Jos.  Hensley^  Judge  of  Supreme  Courts  Chartottetotcn,  P.E.I. 

Charlottetown,  Prince  Edward  Island, 

20th  July,  1893. 

Sir, — I  have  been  on  the  Bench  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Prince  Eklward  Island  for  upwards  of 
23  years. 

Just  before  my  elevation  to  the  Bench  in  June,  1869, 1  had  been  Attorney  General  from  February, 
1867  to  that  date;  also  on  previous  occasions,  1853,  1858. 

I  am  fflad  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  criminal  cases  tried  in  Prince  Edward  Island  have,  for  a 
large  numoer  of  years  past,  been  few  in  number,  both  before  the  Scott  Act  was  generally  in  force 
throughout  the  Province  and  since  that  Act  prevailed  here,  since  the  year  1878,  or  thereabouts. 

As  Attorney  General  I  prosecuted  two  cnarges  of  murder. 

1st  (1856.)  The  Queen,  rs.  Roderick  du  NeiU  for  the  murder  of  one  Lane. 

No  question  arose  in  this  case  as  to  the  crime  being  attributable  to  the  use  of  intoxicating  bever- 
ages. 

Prisoner  convicted,  sentenced  to  death  ;  sentence  commuted  to  imprisonment  for  life. 

2nd  (1869.)  The  Queen  rs.  George  Dowery. 

Defendant  convicted  and  sentenced.  It  did  not  appear  that  the  defendant  committed  the  act 
under  influence  of  liquor,  but  the  person  murdered  was  in  a  state  of  intoxication,  and  by  his  acts  in 
that  state  precipitated  the  unfortunate  result. 

Since  I  have  been  on  the  Bench  I  have  tried  nearly  all  the  charges  of  murder  which  have  occurred 
here. 

3rd.  The  Queen  vs.  Johnson  &  Millner.     Acquitted  (1879).     No  question  of  I.  B. 

4th.  The  Queen  vs.  Alexander  Gillis  (1885)  murder  of  I.  Callaghan.  Prisoner  convicted  and  sen- 
tenced to  be  himg,  but  commuted  to  life  imprisonment.  A  very  savage  and  brutal  murder,  but  no 
question  respecting  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors  appeared  in  it. 

5th.  The  Queen  vs.  John  Welsh  (1887)  convicted  of  manslaughter.  The  accused  not  under  the 
influence  of  liquor,  but  no  doubt  the  offensive  conduct  of  the  deceased,  or  murdered  man,  was  caused 
bv  his  having  taken  too  much  liquor,  and  the  foolish  irritation  he  thereby  caused  to  the  accused  brought 
about  the  catastrophe.  In  this  case  I  report  that  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquor  brought  about  the 
crime,  although  the  accused  was  not  under  its  influence. 

6th.  The  Queen  vs.  William  Millman,  tried  in  1888,  for  murder  of  a  young  girl  17  years  of  age, 
the  accused  himself  being  about  19  years  old. 

A  very  sad  case,  but  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  The  accused  was 
convicted  and  sentenced. 

Thus  two  out  of  six,  or  one-third  of  these  very  serious  cases  may  fairly  be  reported  as  having 
been  brought  about  by  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors. 

I  estimate  that  in  cases  of  less  serious  crimes  which  have  come  before  me,  the  same  pro- 
portion, aljout  one- third,  were  due  to  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


APPENDICES.  989 

I  have  already  stated  that,  on  the  whole,  criminal  cases  tried  here  during  many  years  past  have 
been  but  few.  I  cannot  observe  that  the  Scott  Act  materiaUy  reduced  the  proportionate  number  of 
serious  criminal  ofiEences  which  came  before  the  Supreme  Uourt  since  it  commenced  operation,  or 
made  any  sensible  difference  in  that  respect. 

I  fear  that  a  prohibitory  law,  if  enacted,  would  not  be  likely  to  be  successfully  carried  out  or 
effective.  I  believe,  as  the  result  of  my  observation  on  the  Bench,  as  regards  the  working  of  the 
Scott  Act,  that  a  prohibitory  Act  woula  not  meet  with  that  sympathetic  support  of  the  majority  of 
the  people  which  I  hold  to  be  essential  and  necessary  to  ensure  the  successful  enforcement  of  such  a 
measure. 

I  must  leave  to  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  and  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates  (who  have  more  cog- 
nizance in  this  case)  to  state  whether  the  Licensing  and  Local  Option  Laws  have  been  successful  m 
reducing  drunkenness. 

7th.  I  consider  a  local  option  law,  with  suitable  provisions,  to  be  the  measure  best  calculated  to 
produce  satisfactory  results.  When  I  was  in  the  Legislature  a  great  many  ^ears  ago,  I  introduced  it 
m  this  Province  and  considered  that  it  worked  well  and  to  great  benefit  m  the  various  localities. 
When  adopted  within  a  small  radius,  it  is  the  result  of  a  sort  of  domestic  desire  for  restriction. 
Adopted  at  small  meetings  of  neighbours  and  friends,  the  real  personal  desire  for  it  is  more  early 
developed  and  the  necessary  sympathetic  support  pledged.  So  it  has  been,  in  my  opinion,  and  is 
likely  to  be  more  successful  in  the  result  than  any  other  measure  as  yet  adopted  or  proposed. 

8th.  I  approve  highly  of  the  dissemination  of  facts  and  information,  showing  the  evils  and  ba<r 
effects  of  intemperance.  Whether  a  prohibitory  or  local  option  law  is  passed  or  not,  still  I  think 
this  to  be  very  aesirable.  In  fact,  I  think  that  instilling  in  the  youthful  mind  the  evils  and  danger- 
ous results  of  intemperance  is  the  remedy  most  important  and  the  best  calculated  to  secure  permanent 
and  practically  beneficial  results ;  yet  I  would  say,  let  this  too  be  supplemented  by  a  good  and 
practical  Local  Option  Law. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  HENSLEY, 
Assistant  Judge  Supreme  Court  and  Vice-Chancellor  in  Cha/ncery^  Prince  Edioard  Island, 


APPENDIX  No.  21. 

StcUement  submitted  by  Arthur  Newbery,  Assistant  Prov.  Sery.y  P.E.I. 

Memo,  of  the  number  of  vendors'  licenses  issued  under  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  by  the  Pro- 
vincial Government  and  the  amomit  of  fees  received  therefor,  from  Ist  iJuly,  1880,  to  3l8t  Decem- 
ber, 1891. 

Year  1880,    7  licenses $10 $  70 

1881,    3  do     50— 150\  ,,,^ 

1881,6  do     10—60/ "^^^ 

1882,2  do     10 20 

1883,  1  do     10 10 

1884,  7  do     40 280 

1885,  6  do     40 340 

1886,  4  do     50— 200\  .^^ 

1886,  1        do     40— 40i "^^ 

1887,  4       do     50—200 

1887,  1        do     45—45 

1888,  4       do     50—200) 

1888,  3  do     40—120  ! 345 

1888,  1  do  balance  of  year  25— 25j 

1889,  4  do 50— 200\ 

1889,  2  do     40—  80i 


1890,  1  do     40\ 

1890,  1  do     50/ 

1891,  2  do  (1  for  2  years)  50— 100\ 
1891,  1  do     40—  40j  * 


280 

90 

140 


Totals 61  Licenses ^2,170 


Summary. 

22  Licenses  at  $50 $  110 

1        do       at    45 45 

21        do       at    40 840 

1        do       at    25 22 

16        do        at     10 160 


61  $2,170 
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APPENDIX  No.  22. 


Statement  submitted  by  Stipendiary  Magistrate  Fitzgerald,  Charlottetovmy  P,E.I. 

STATISTICAL  STATEMENT  FOR  YEARS   1870  TO   1891    INCLUSIVE. 

POLICE  DEPARTMENT. 


Year. 

Number 

of 

Men. 

Cost 

of 

Department. 

Number 
of 

persons  con- 
victed of 

drunkenness. 

Number 
charged  with 

breach  of 
license  laws. 

Total 

number 

of  offenders 

charged. 

Receipts     \ 

of 
Courts. 

1870. 

$     cte. 

2,614  87 
3,147  98 
2,847  05 
3,346  58 
3,463  92 
4,672  77 
5,853  09 
8,039  11 
8,099  32 
6,194  99 
5,643  77 
5,378  17 
5,318  55 
5,458  23 
5,409  51 
5,440  92 
5,369  85 
5,196  80 
5,117  15 
5,028  :$3 
4,834  84 
4,832  76 

$     cts. 
1,152  77 

1871 



1,510  86 

1872 

1873 

....... 

12 
16 

"io" 

6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 



2,177  10 
1,233  57 

1874 



1,325  48 

1875 

2,011  07 

1876. 

676 
737 
357 
231 
256 
197 
218 
250 
229 
284 
299 
213 
262 
306 
239 
304 

1,290 
1,297 
745 
544 
491 
472 
404 
526 
481 
640 
592 
516 
598 
483 
510 
566 

3,369  90 

1877 

1878. 

42' 

48 
5 
8 
9 

2,817  94 

1,6G2  74 

831  41 

862  83 

1879 

1880. 

1881 

1882. 

1883. 

1884 

1885 

1886 

1887 

1888. 

1889 

1890. 

1891 

1.644  99 
1,772  31 
1,272  07 
3.587  73 
2,633  25 
1,980  48 
2,489  84 
1.939  50 
2,048  42 
2,170  45 
1,187  80 

LIQUOR  LICENSES. 


Total 
Licenses. 

By  whom 
granted. 

Year. 

Number 

of 
Tavern. 

Number 

of 
Saloon. 

Number 

of 

Store. 

Total 
License  Fees. 

1870 

$        Cti. 

904  39 

1871 

' 

951  03 

1872 .^ 

1,500  46 

1873. 

1.816  72 

1874. 

1.914  01 

1875 



33C.'C.  ■ 
9L.R 

L.  B. 

L.R 

L.B. 

L.B. 

L.B. 

1.816  71 

1876. 

2,061  81 

1877 ' 

23 

22 

23 

♦14 

♦17 

1 

11 

8 
8 
3 

9 

1 

8 
9 
8 
6 
9 
1 

42 
39 
39 
33 
35 
3 

1,866  01 

1878 

2,070  67 

1879 

1880 1 

1881 

1.937  U 

424  58 

1.947  84 

&(38 

♦  For  partial  year  ending  Aug^t,  1880. 
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StcUenient  submitted  by  Stipendiary  Magistrate  FitzgercUd,  Charlottetown^  P,E,L — Continued. 


Canada  Tbmpbranok  Act. 

Lore 

►'8  Day  Act— Breach  of  Selling 
Intoxicants. 

Year. 

No.  of 
Informa- 
tions. 

No.  of 
Convic- 
tions. 

Amount 
CoUected. 

Actually  in 
Fees. 

Naof 
Informa- 
tions. 

No.  of 
Convic- 
tions. 

Remarks. 

1875.. 

$    ct& 

$    cts. 

Stipendiary   Magistrate  ap- 
pointed in  June  of  this  year. 

C.  T.  Act  came  in  Aug.  '81. 
Licenses  all  made  to  end  in 
August,  but  practically  to 
same  number  of  persons. 

1880.. 
1881.. 

30 



19 
15 

7 
49 
30 
84  t 
58 
60 
27 
34 

5 

808  00 

963  42 

450  00 

2,500  00 



1882..!           42 

1883..'           18 
1884..           114 

1885..  1           63 

1,450  00 

350  90 

1,950  00 

1,389  30 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 

Went  out, 

Feb.  1891. 

1886..'            66 

1887.. 
1888.. 

164 
228 

80 
143 

17 

1889.. 

1890.. 

2 
30 

2 
39 

1891.. 

Of  these   convictions    there 

were  for  Ist  ofiFences,  245 : 
2nd  offence,  65,  and  3rd 
offence,  51.  Imprisoned 
Ist  month,  40 ;  2na  month, 
17.  Naof  persons  actually 
convicted,  144. 

1,065 

364 

12,643  68 

32 

41 

APPENDIX  No.  23. 


Statement  submitted  by  James  Currie,  Collector  of  CustomSy  Chariottetoicn^  P.E,I. 

.Spirits,  &c.,  imported  and  entered  for  consumption  at  the  Port  of  Charlottetown  (Queen's  and 
King's  Counties)  for  1 4  years  ending  3l8t  December,  1890. 


Gk)ods. 

Imported. 

Entered  for  Consump- 
tion. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Ale 

Galls. 

7,570 

24,858 
1,407 

$ 

4,340 

26,919 

2,595 

Galls. 

7,978 

34,292 

1,742 

t 
4,467 

Spirits   ... 

Wines. 

31,185 
2,541 

Total 

33,835 

33,654 

43,012 

38,213 
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Statement  submitted  by  James  Currier  Collector  of  Customs^  Charlottetovniy  P.E.I. — Continued. 

Spirits,  &c.  ,  imported  and  entered  for  consumption  at  the  Port  of  Charlottetown  (King's  and 
Queen's  Counties)  for  IJ  years  ending  .30th  June,  1892. 


Cioods. 

Imported. 

Entered  fob  Consump- 
tion. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Ale 

Spirits 

Wines.                       

Galls. 

5,551 

32,592 

2,389 

5,532 

35,999 

2,591 

Galls. 

5,655 

36,572 

2,143 

$ 

3,613 

H822 

2,337 

Total 

40,532 

42,122 

43,370 

40,972 

Spirits,  Wines  and  Ales  entered  for  home  consumption  at  the  Port  of  Charlottetown  during  the 

following  years. 


Fiscal  Year. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Duty. 

1887-88 

1888-89 : 

1889-90 

Galls. 

33,625 
30,357 
30,124 

$ 

26,701 
24,234 
23,760 

$     cts. 

45,899  38 
34,705  81 
38,388  n 

Custom  House,  Charlottetown,  P.E.I.,  22nd  August,  1892. 


APPENDIX  No.  24. 


Copy  of  a  Liquor  account  submitted  by  Rev,  W.  W.  Brewer,  Charlottetown,  P.E.I. 

March     1— To  drinks  15  cts..  (2)  drinks  25 $    40 

2_  "        "      45          (3)       "      25 70 

3_  «*        "      25          Two  bottles  Porter  50 75 

4— "  Gin        25           Drinks  25 50 

3—  '*  drinks  25  do  25,  apples  10 60 

3 —  **  one  game  of  pool  15,  (4)  drinks  35 40 

5—  '*  game  15,  drinks  35,  drinks  35 70 

8—  **  1  box  fish  1.50,  (14)  2  flasks  whisky  1.00 1.00 

14_  "  drinks  20,  drinks  20 40 

16—  **  1  game  pool  10,  (17)  drinks  30 40 

18-  '*  1  auart  beer  12,  I  bottle  brandy  1.00,  pickles  20 1.32 

18—  "  A  flask  whisky  25,  1  bottle  brandy  1.00 1.25 

21—  "  drinks  30,  drmks  25,  drinks  40 9.3 

21—  **  1  canister  tea  35,  (22)  drinks  25 "     60 

22—  "  drinks  25,  4  flask  whisky  25 50 

22—  "  1  game  pool  10,  1  flask  whisky  50 60 

24—  •*  dnnks  25,  driiiks  25,  drinks  15 65 

25—  "  drinks  10,  (26)  1  plug  tobacco  5 15 

26 —  **  drinks  25,  drink  and  game  40 65 

26—  "  drinks  25,  drinks  50,  (28)  drink  10 85 

28—  '*  sundries  25,  sundries  10 35 

30—  '«  whisky  10,  (31)  sundries  25,  i  flask  25 65 

Total $16.42 
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APPENDIX  No.  25. 

Paper  submitted  by  Rew  W.  W.  Brev^r^harlottetoivii^  P.E.L 

The  Committee  on  temperance  have  carefully  considered  the  resolution  of  the  Rev.  D.  L. 
Brethour,  and  the  memorial  of  the  DouKlas  Church  Official  Board,  touching  the  attitude  of  our  Church 
toward  the  liquor  traffic,  and  present  the  following  for  adoption  by  the  Conference,  viz.  : — 

That  John  Wesley,  under  God,  the  founder  of  Methodism,  in  a  letter  to  the  Right  Hon.  Wm. 
Pitt,  Prime  Ministei  of  England,  and  dated  September  6th,  1784,  declared,  that  though  the  spirits 
distilled  that  year  brought  an  excise  revenue  to  the  Government  of  twenty  thousand  pounds,  they 
cost  twenty  thousand  lives  to  His  Majesty's  liege  subjects,  thereby  vilely  bartering  for  this  money 
the  blood  of  these  men,  not  to  say  anything  of  the  enormous  wickedness  occasioned  thereby,  and  the 
ruin  in  many  other  ways  coming  to  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the  commonwealth.  Rising  to  un- 
wonted vehemence  and  indignation,  he  exclaims  :  "All  who  sell  the  liquor  to  any  that  will  buy  are 
poisoners  general.  They  murder  His  Majesty's  subjects  by  wholesale,  neither  do  they  even  pity  or 
spare. " 

(2. )  That  the  attitude  of  the  Methodist  Church  has  ever  been  one  of  antagonism  to  the  traffic  in 
strong  drinks^ 

(3. )  That  the  rules  and  discipline  of  the  Church  explicitly  forbid  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors 
for  beverage  purposes,  declaring  that  "drunkenness,  buying  or  selling  spirituous  liquors  or  drinking 
them,  unless  m  case  of  extreme  necessity,"  is  doinc  harm,  and  is  placed  in  the  same  category  as  pro- 
fanity. Sabbath  breaking,  and  tlie  buying  and  selling  men,  women  and  children  for  the  purpose  of 
enslavingthem. 

(4.)  That  the  liquor  traffic  of  to-day  is  the  greatest  stumbling  block  in  the  Church's  progress,  is 
fraught  with  untold  evils  to  humanity  and  spreads  desolation  over  the  length  and  breadth  of  our  fair 
Dominion. 

(5.)  That  the  eflforts  put  forth  by  the  Governments  to  restrain,  by  license  laws,  this  cyclone  of 
destruction,  have  failed  of  their  purpose  ;  be  it  therefore. 

Resolved,  (1.)  That  we  are  unalterably  opposed  to  all  efforts  to  regulate  the  liquor  traffic  by 
taxation  of  license,  high  or  low.  These  afford  no  protection  from  its  ravages,  but  on  the  other  hand 
entrench  it  in  the  commonwealth,  throw  around  it  an  artificial  garb  of  respectability,  and  make  the 
people  partakers  of,  and  responsible  for,  the  evils  resulting  therefrom.  **  It  is  impossible  to  legalize 
the  liquor  traffic  without  sin." 

(2.)  That  we  declare  the  complete  and  immediate  legal  prohibition  of  the  manufacture,  importa- 
tion and  sale  of  alcoholic  liquors  for  beverage  purposes  to  be  the  duty  of  the  civil  government. 

(3. )  That  this  is  one  of  the  great  questions  in  regard  to  which  Christian  men  are  obligated  by 
their  profession  to  rise  above  all  considerations  of  expediency,  or  personal  and  party  interests,  and  so 
to  use  their  moral  influence  and  their  franchise  as  to  contribute  to  the  overthrow  of  a  traffic  that  is 
evil,  only  evil,  and  evil  continually. 

Therefore  to  this  end,  this  General  Conference 

(I.)  Endorses  the  proposal  of  the  Dominion  Alliance  to  secure  election  to  the  House  of  Commons 
of  Prohibitionists,  irrespective  of  party,  charged  with  the  responsibility  of  representing  the  temperance 
electorate  in  the  House  of  Commons,  compelling  the  attention  of  the  House  and  of  the  country  to  the 
great  question  of  prohibition,  and  dividing  the  House  of  C'Ommons  on  all  suitable  occasions  on  this 
issue ;  and  it  is  strongly  recommended  that  wherever  such  candidates  are  presented,  they  be  given 
the  earnest  and  undivided  support  of  the  members  and  adherents^of  the  Methodist  Church. 

(2. )  This  conference  further  recommends,  that  in  every  constituency,  sincere  efforts  be  made  in 
the  party  conventions  and  at  the  polls  to  secure  the  election  to  Parliament  of  men  of  sterling  temper- 
ance principles ;  and  it  is  specially  urged  that  those  who  in  the  House  of  Commons,  sustain  pro- 
hibitory resolutions  and  offer  themselves  for  re-election,  be  supported  by  our  people,  irrespective  of 
party  consideration,  as  against  candidates  acceptable  to  the  liquor  interest ;  and  it  is  our  strong 
conviction  that  members  of  Parliament  who  have  voted  against  such  prohibitory  resolutions  should 
on  no  account,  receive  the  support  of  the  electors  of  our  Church.  It  is  only  by  thus  showing  our- 
selves independent  of  party  influence  on  this  supreme  moral  question  that  we  can  secure  for  our  con- 
victions the  consideration  they  deserve,  and  force  the  early  solution  of  this  prohibitory  question. 

(4. )  That  in  accordance  with  the  memorials  by  the  if ew  Brunswick  and  Prince  Eaward  Island 
Conference  to  the  Rev.  D.  L.  Brethour,  this  (leneral  Conference,  under  its  seal,  petition  the  Domin- 
ion Parliament  for  the  enactment  of  a  General  Prohibitory  Liquor  Law. 
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APPENDIX   No.  26. 

Paper  submitted  by  the  Mev.  Jos.  Simpson,  Charlottetaian,  P.E.I. 

St.  Peter's  Cathedral, 

Charlottetown,  P.E.I., 
•  August  22nd,  1892. 

I  certify  that  the  information  contained  in  the  accompanying  letter,  signed  Anglicanus,  was 
obtained  by  me  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1887,  from  the  priest  in  charge  of  the  EInglish  church  at 
Gothenburg,  Sweden. 

JAMES  SIMPSON, 

Prie.it,  St.  Peter's  Cathedral. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

The  Gothenburg  System. 

•  Sir, — In  view  of  the  near  approach  of  a  Scott  Act  election  for  the  city,  and  the  foregone  conclu- 

sion, almost  unanimously  held,  that  the  Act  is  doomed,  the  question  is  forced  upon  our  consideration, 
what  system  of  controlling  the  sale  of  spirituous  liquor  should  be  adopted  ? 

I  have  taken  some  pains  to  learn  the  details  of  the  "Gothenburg  System,"  which  may  not  be 
uninteresting  to  your  readers. 

The  System  began  in  Gothenburg,  but  is  now  in  use  throughout  the  whole  of  Sweden  ;  and 
though  to  the  outside  world  known  as  the  "  Gothenburg  System,"  the  name  is  practically  unknown 
in  the  country  itself. 

A  certain  number  of  shareholders  form  a  joint  stock  company  and  subscribe  the  requisite 
capital.  At  present  in  Gothenburg,  the  rate  of  interest  is  fixed  at  6  per  cent  and  is  paid  annually 
on  these  shares,  and  can  neither  be  increased  nor  lessened  (so  long  as  the  funds  permit).  The  com- 
pany obtains  the  necessary  power  from  the  crown  for  its  proceedings,  and  sets  about  the  task  of 
buying  the  right  to  sell  spirits  from  all  the  present  holders  of  licenses,  for  it  is  with  spirits  only  that 
this  system  deals. 

This  step  is  the  most  difficult  part  of  the  whole  matter  ;  the  rest  is  simple.  Having  obtained  their 
monopoly  for  the  district  for  which  they  hold  authority,  and  being  a  company,  probably  unique  in 
this  respect  that  they  are  anxious  not  to  make  profits,  they  aim  at  controlling  and  rectifying  the 
consumption  of  spirituous  liquors  instead  of  stopping  it — which  they  may  not  do. 

First,  they  close  all  the  unprofitable  public  houses,  such  as  cellars,  etc.,  and  proceed  gradually 
to  utilize  larger  and  more  airy  and  respectable  buildings,  where  the  surroundings  are  healthier — as 
their  profits  mcrease  they  erect  buildings  themselves. 

When  the  company  is  in  full  working  order  there  are  three  classes  of  depots  : 

1.  Places  for  the  sale  of  spirits  which  may  not  be  consumed  upon  the  premises.  Of  these  there 
is  one  in  each  large  district  of  the  town— perhaps  five  or  six  in  all. 

The  manager  is  paid  a  certain  fixed  sum  and  makes  not  one  cent  by  his  sales.  Out  of  the  allow- 
ance he  has  to  pay  for  all  assistance  he  may  need,  for  all  loss  by  leakage  or  evaporation,  and  so  on. 
In  such  places  and  in  the  case  of  the  few  wine  merchants  (who  all  hold  licenses  from  the  company), 
not  less  than  two  gallons  may  be  sold. 

2.  Shops.  — Here  the  spirit  may  be  consumed  on  the  premises.  As  before,  no  one  is  inter- 
ested in  the  sale  of  the  liquors.  With  each  glass  is  served  a  small  tray  with  a  few  pieces  of  broken 
"  hard  bread,"  to  be  eaten  with  the  spirit.  Here  a  man  may  have  as  many  drams  as  he  wishes,  but 
the  manager  knows  that  if  he  serves  to  a  man  who  has  had  too  much,  he  will  lose  his  place,  and,  as 
he  has  no  interest  in  the  world  in  the  sale,  he  is  quick  to  refuse. 

3.  Restaurants. — With  almost,  indeed,  I  think,  all  the  last,  is  associated  a  restaurant.  The 
manager  receives  the  whole  of  the  profits  of  auy  food  he  sells,  so  that  the  energies  of  the  establish- 
ment are  directed  to  this  side  of  the  account.  The  company  regulates  the  maximum  charges  for  the 
different  classes  of  food  and  the  discretion  of  the  manager  fixes  the  minimum.  The  rates  vary 
according  to  the  position  and  class  of  the  establishments,  from  a  mere  "  labourer's  public  "  to  a  first- 
class  restaurant  where  all  the  delicacies  of  the  season  may  be  procured.  A  correspondent  informs  bm 
that  at  one  near  the  harbour,  a  large  plate  of  capitally  cooked  fish  and  six  or  eight  large  potatoes  can 
be  had  for  six  cents.  In  this  same  place  is  a  better  room  where  a  superior  kind  of  dinner  can  be  had 
— two  courses — for  20  cents  of  our  currency.  This  price  included  as  much  of  a  very  light  brown 
thin  beer  called  "  drick  "  as  the  guest  cared  to  take,  and  also  bread  and  butter.  Adjoining  is  another 
room  used  as  a  c€^^,  where  beer,  coffee,  etc. ,  is  sold. 

4.  Extra  licenses. — The  company  has  power  to  sell  spirits.  Consequently  wine  merchants,  hotels, 
wardens,  restaurants,  &c. ,  are  all  under  their  direct  supervision,  and  any  misconduct  risks  the  with- 
drawal of  the  license. 
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It  is  to  be  noticed  in  all  this  that  all  powers  of  the  company  are  confined  strictly  to  spirits,  and 
do  not,  in  the  least  degree,  reach  wine,  neer,  &c. ,  which  are  sold  as  household  commoaities  very 
freely  and  in  every  sort  of  place,  and  that  the  company's  efforts  are  all  directed  toward  lessening 
the  sale  of  spirit. 

It  remains  but  to  say  a  word  on  two  subjects  : 

1.  District. — The  Gothenburg  Company  hold  control  of  a  very  large  district  of  country,  and, 
within  its  limits,  no  spirits  at  all  can  be  procured  for  a  distance  of  something  like  fifteen  or  twenty 
miles  from  Gothenburg,  while  in  the  other  direction  a  fisherman  might  sail  for  twenty  miles  before 
he  could  find  a  dram  shop  among  the  islands. 

2.  Results. — The  company  haS'with  its  profits  conferred  an  immense  boon  upon  the  population. 
Originally  they  voted  sums  of  money  out  of  its  profits  for  such  purposes  as  they  saw  fit,  but  now 
their  profits  are  thus  regulated  ;  (a)  6  per  cent  to  the  sharehoulders  ;  (b)  a  certain  percentage  to  the 
revenue  of  the  country  ;  (c)  the  balance  to  aid  the  town  rates  and  the  country  district  rates  in  certain 
proportions  ;  so  that,  by  this  method,  the  drink  consumers  pay  directly  for  the  police,  the  asylums, 
poorhouses  and  prisons,  for  which  they  to  a  lar^e  extent  furnish  the  inmates. 

Moral  results. — Proceeding  on  the  sound  basis  of  a  gradual  reform  they  have  but  these  results  to 
show.  However,  even  in  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years,  a  reduction  of  about  fifty  per  cent  in  the  con- 
sumption per  head  of  the  population  has  been  realized,  I  believe.  People  of  experience  say  that  the 
result  in  the  diminution  of  the  drunkenness  of  the  population  is  very  evident  and  striking. 

Further,  I  may  say  that  the  company  supports  many  free  reading  rooms,  where  papers  and 
magazines  are  supplied,  and  where  tea,  coffee  and  light  refreshments  can  be  had  at  a  small  charge  ; 
and  it  still  aims,  when  popular  opinion  is  riper,  to  ^in  control  of  the  wine  and  beer  selling  trade  also. 

Yours  truly, 

ANGLICANUS. 
July  23,  1887. 


APPENDIX  No.  27. 

Statement  submitted  by  Richard  Hunty  Chairman  of  the  Council y  Summerttidey  P.E.I. 

In  1876  there  were  29  cases  of  drunkenness. 

1877  do  54  do 

1878  do  60  do 

1879  do  31  do 

1880  do  16  do 

1881  do  35  do                   (First  year  of  Scott  Act.) 

1882  do  11  do 

1883  do  10  do 

1884  do.  22  do 

1885  do  37  do 

1886  do  30  do 

1887  do  30  do 

1888  do  46  do 

1889  do  43  do    ' 

1890  do  24  do 

1891  do  51  do                (That  ia   the  year  that  I   have  explained   covei-ed   16 

months. ) 
1892,  up  to  the  present  time,  there  were  12  cases  of  drunkenness. 


21—63^ 
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NOVA  SCOTIA,  NEW  BRUNSWICK  AND  PRINCE  EDWARD  ISLAND. 


HALIFAX,  JULY  25,  26,  27,  and  AUGUST  1, 1892. 

BELL,  ANDREW  M.,  Halifax,  N.  S.,  Merchant Page  231 

President  of  Law  and  Order  League,  which  does  aggressive  temperance  work 
(4310-17);  sketch  of  the  League  and  its  work  (4326-41) ;  charges  made  against 
Halifax  License  Inspector  (Mackasey),  (4348-53). 

BLIGH,  HOWARD,  Halifax,  N.S.,  Shipping  Master Page  150 

Drunkenness  among  sailors  decreased  (2701-06) ;  general  prohibition  could  not  be 
enforced  (2715-22-23);  smuggling  would  increase  f  27 17-1 8) ;  prefers  to  em- 
ploy total  abstainers  (2728-30). 

BRIAND,  LEON  T.,  Halifax,  N.S Page  132 

Secretary  of  License  Trade  Association,  submits  statistics  of  property,  number  of 
employees,  capital  invested,  (fee,  in  liquor  business  and  probable  depreciation  in 
event  of  general  prohibition.  Disapproves  of  present  license  law,  which  is 
not  enforced  and  under  which  there  is  considerable  illicit  sale.  General 
prohibitory  law  might  be  beneficial  if  people  favourable  to  it  (2486-94,  2502-07). 

BULMER,  JOHN  T.,  Halifax,  N.  S.,  Barrister Page  151 

Drafted  Nova  Scotia  License  Act  1886,  also  part  of  Act  1869  (2733-35)  ;  Act  1869 
incapable  of  enforcement  from  changed  conditions  (2736-37) ;  provisions  of  law 
of  1869  (2738) ;  provisions  of  law  of  1886  (2742) ;  law  not  enforced  (2759-64) ; 
generally  prohibition  could  be  enforced  (2766,2874) ;  smuggling  would  increase 
(2880)  ;  drunkenness  increased  (2773-75) ;  effect  of  Scott  Act  in  Nova  Scotia, 
(2853-68). 

COFFIN,  Rev.  J.  S.  (Methodist),  Windsor,  N.  S Page  226 

Assisted  in  bringing  Scott  Act  into  force  in  Cape  Breton  County  (4218-26) ;  pro- 
duced excellent  results  in  Sydney  during  first  year  (4227)  ;  subsequently  pro- 
secutions discontinued  (4228) ;  good  results  in  Shelburne  (4228)  ;  no  liquor 
at  Barrington  (4228) ;  Dominion  Government's  influence  and  machinery 
needed  behind  Scott  Act  (4233-34) ;  difficulties  of  enforcement  (4236-43)  ; 
general  prohibition  desirable  and  capable  of  enforcement  (4246-48,  4255.) 

COTTER,  GARRETT,  Halifax,  N.S.,  City  Marshal  and  Chief  of  Police Page  20 

To  enforce  license  law  six  police  sergeants  were  appointed  deputy  inspectors,  under 
witness  and  Inspector  of  Licenses  (275-79) ;  no  cases  under  new  Act  in  which 
licensee  was  prosecuted  for  selling  by  glass  or  in  small  quantities,  although  law 
provides  sale  of  not  less  than  a  bottle  (280) ;  liquor  is  sold  in  less  quantities  by 
licensees  (287) ;  very  few  complaints  against  liquor  dealers  during  last  four  or 
five  years  (288) ;  fewer  licensed   houses,  no  increase  of  drunkenness  for  20 
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Cotter,  Garrett — Contintced. 

years  (291) ;  convictions  for  drunk  and  disorderly,  if  anything,  decreased  dur- 
ing last  five  years,  (305)  ;  last  annual  report  showed  between  four  and  five 
hundred  arrests  for  this  offence ;  several  convictions  for  selling  without  license 
(309) ;  change  in  law  in  this  respect :  previous  to  the  new  Act  a  person 
entered  tavern  and  took  a  drink  :  now  he  goes  in  and  buys  a  bottle  (342)  ; 
purchaser  and  friends  carry  it  about  streets  till  they  get  drunk  (342)  ;  cannot 
drink  on  premises,  so  go  outside  ;  seen  in  yards  and  by-ways  and  on  wharfs 
drinking  from  flasks  (343);  drunkenness  has  nevertheless  not  increased,  for  dis- 
orderly houses  in  the  slums  have  been  wiped  out  (353-54). 

COURTNEY,  Rt.  Rev.  FREDERICK,  D.D.,  Lord  Bishop  of  Nova  Scotia,  Halifax,  N.S. 

Pagpl02 
Legalized  prohibition  not  efficient  remedy  (1837-40) ;  could  not  be  enforced  now 
(1841-46) ;  time  for  enforcement  may  come  (1853) ;  means  of  preventing 
intemperance  :  Citizens  Law  and  Order  League,  Boston  (1842)  ;  Scott  Act — 
not  enforced  (1842)  ;  Maine  Law  (1842)  ;  high  license  desirable  (1842, 1856- 
59,  1865) ;  work  of  Church  of  England  Temperance  Society  (1845). 

DENNIS,  WILLIAM,  Halifax,  N.S.,  Journalist Page  SI 

Provincial  license  law  in  force  in  Halifax  :  a  strict  license  law  which  is  designed  to 
be  prohibitory  ;  effect  is  to  make  free  sale  of  liquor,  because  law  not  enforced 
(490) ;  neither  provisions  of  law  nor  city  regulations  carried  out ;  saloons  run- 
ning in  open  violation  of  law  ;  selling  by  glass  (495).  Favours  prohibition 
(511) ;  could  not  be  enforced  because  no  public  sentiment  to  back  it  (511)  ; 
present  license  law  could  be  made  prohibitory,  but  is  non-effective  for  lack  of 
public  opinion  to  sustain  it  (512-14);  drunkenness  nevertheless  decreased 
(521). 

FLEMING,  JAMES  W.,  Halifax,  N.S.,  Supt.  Poor's  Asylum Page  22S 

Statistics  as  to  inmates  (4164) ;  cause  of  admission  (4178) ;  intemperance  (4179.) 

GATES,  W.  J.,  Halifax,  N.S.,  Agent Page  287 

Provincial  license  law  produced  good  results  in  Lunenburg  (4436-40) ;  people  of 
country  generally  favour  total  prohibition  (4433-65.) 

GORDON,  WILLIAM,  Halifax,  N.  S.,  Foreman  in  McDougall's  Distillery .  Page  04 
E\'idence  respecting  rectification  of  spirits,  (1555). 

HAGUE,  Rev.  DYSON  (Church  of  England),  Halifax,  N.  S Page  lO 

Advocates  moral  suasion  and  Church  of  England  Temperance  Society's  double 
pledge  (106,  110-17) ;  preaching  of  Gospel  true  means  of  reforming  drunkards 
(114) ;  wishes  all  drinking  places  wiped  out  (97)  ;  but  cannot  see  evil  of  drink- 
ing in  moderation  (97)  ;  Scott  Act  in  Brockville,  Ontario,  seemed  to  have  be- 
neficial effect  at  first  (128-35) ;  many  grogeries  subsequently  established  and 
liquor  easily  obtained  (130) ;  Act  subsequently  repealed  (131-33). 

HIRSCHBERG,  H.  M.,  Toronto,  Ont.,  Commercial  Traveller Page  99 

Operation  of  Scott  Act  in  Nova  Scotia  (1755);  not  enforced  (1756-57,  1760,  1774-82); 
Scott  Act  in  New  Brunswick  and  Prince  Edward  Island  (1762) ;  in  Fred- 
ericton,  not  enforced  (1803-12, 1828-30)  ;  in  Cha;rlottetown(  181 9-22) ;  general 
prohibitory  law  could  not  be  enforced  (1761). 

KEEFE,  MICHAEL  E.,  Mayor  of  Halifajt,  N.S Page  S9 

Present  license  system  fairly  good  and  efficiently  carried  out ;  drunkenness  de- 
creased ;  not  prepared  to  say  whether  prohibitory  law  now  desirable ;  could 
not  be  efficiently  enforced  ;  people  not  ready  for  such  laws  (954-61). 
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LATHERN,  Rev.  JOHN,  D.D.  (Methodist),  Editor  Wesleyan,  Grand  Worthy  Patriarch, 

Sons  of  Temperance,  Halifax,  N.S Page  S 

Action  of  Methodist  Conference  favourable  to  prohibition  (6,  1 2) ;  general  pro- 
hibitory law  desirable  (16);  practicable  in  Nova  Scotia,  outside  of  Halifax 
(17,  18,  27) ;  Scott  Act  thoroughly  enforced  in  western  part  of  Nova  Scotia  ; 
considerable  litigation  and  apparent  weakness  of  executive  clauses  (19,  26); 
Act  is  not  absolutely  prohibitory  (23)  ;  beer  drinking  is  brutalizing  (77,  79, 
88,  90) ;  license  law  not  effective ;  if  licenses  granted,  should  be  confined  to 
hotels  ;  if  general  prohibitory  Act  not  desirable,  grant  permissive  prohibitory 
Acts  to  provinces  ;  decreased  drunkenness  due  to  moral  teaching,  temperance 
organizations  and  permissive  clauses  of  License  Act ;  work  done  by  Sons  of 
Temperance  (70,  73). 

LITHGOW,  JAMES  R.,  Halifax,  N.S.,  Colliery  Owner Page  222 

License  Act  not  enforced  in  Halifax  (4136);  opposed  to  general  prohibition 
(4137) ;  on  scriptural  grounds  (4138-46,  4156) ;  prohibitory  Act  would  result 
in  increased  consumption  of  liquor  and  illicit  sale  (4139)  ;  gross  infringement 
of  home  liberty  (4139). 

LONGARD,  CHARLES,  Halifax,  N.S.,  BuUding  Society  Manager Page  71 

Foreclosures  by  building  society  do  not  exceed  5  per  cent  or  6  per  cent,  and  these 
owing  to  parties  abusing  liquor ;  license  law  in  Halifax  not  in  force  ;  Scott 
Act :  cases  cited — Yarmouth,  Amherst  (1201-09),  Truro  (1287);  good  results 
accomplished,  but  witness  does  not  like  Act ;  favours  general  prohibition 
(1311-23). 

MACDONALD,  RODERICK,  Halifax,  N.  S.,  Manufacturer Page  121 

Wage-earning  power  in  favour  of  abstainer  (2095)  ;  capital  invested  in  liquor  trade 
wasted  (2102) ;  prohibition  would  increase  wage-earning  power  of  people  (2104) 
present  license  law  not  enforced  in  Halifax  (2120-28) ;  prefers  total  abstainer; 
as  workmen  (2133-37) ;  effect  of  general  prohibition  on  trade  (2207-10) ;  smugs 
gling  (2237-44)  ;  liquor  consumption  in  Halifax  (2258-60) ;  prohibitory  law 
would  minimize  liquor  consumption  (2285-87). 

MACKASEY,  JOHN  A.,  Halifax,  N.S.,  License  Inspector Page  43 

Explains  system  of  granting  licenses  under  Provincial  License  Law  (644-73) ;  licenses, 
fees,  bonds,  &c  (676-85) ;  Ls  assisted  by  six  police  sergeants  as  deputy  inspectors  ; 
violations  of  law  (807)  ;  selling  by  glass  and  in  small  quantities  ;  decrease  of 
drunkenness  (892-902) ;  is  total  abstainer  and  member  of  two  temperance 
organizations  ;  law  requires  Inspector  to  be  member  in  good  standing  of  a 
temperance  organization  ;  Scott  Act  in  Truro ;  open  sale  (731-35);  any  general 
prohibitory  law  must  depend  for  enforcement  on  sentiment  of  people  (770-78). 

McDOUGALL,  C.  D.,  Halifax,  Distiller  and  Importer  of  Liquors Page  HS 

License  law  in  Halifax  observed  according  to  the  wishes  of  the  people ;  present  law 
contrary  to  public  sentiment;  bad  features  (1581-82);  Scott  Act  cannot  be 
enforced  at  Kentville,  against  business  interests  (1593-95)  ;  great  deal  of 
smuggling  (1543-50) ;  prohibition  impracticable,  would  drive  business  to  cen- 
tres like  Montreal  (1509-19.) 

McKENZIE,  WILLIAM,  Dartmouth,  N.S.,  License  Inspector  and   Chief   of  Police, 

Page  28 
License  Act  in  force  in  Dartmouth  (446-47))  but  no  licenses  issued  (439)^; 
no  licenses  sought  for  during  the  last  few  years  (445) ;  petition  required 
to  be  signed  by  two-thirds  ratepayers ;  very  little  drunkenness  or  pau- 
perism (453,464) ;  numerous  prosecutions  for  illicit  selling  (465) ;  drunkenness 
mainly  among  strangers  (472);  from  1884  to  1886  much  drunkenness — 
railway  building  in  progress  ;  since  licenses  refused,  water  works  built,  only 
two  convictions  ;  on  railway  Italians  and  Nova  Scotians  were  employed  ;  on 
water  works  only  Italians  (477-87). 
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MILSOM,  THOMAS,  M.D.,  Dartmouth,  N.S Page  284 

License  law  in  Dartmouth  a  failure  (4359-60)  ;  illicit  sale  of  liquor  (4361-63); 
adulterations  (4363)  ;  attempt  to  prohibit  a  failure  (4368) ;  general  prohibition 
impracticable  (4373-77) ;  advocates  education  of  young  people  on  question 
(4375). 

MOTTON,  ROBERT,  Halifax,  N.S.,  Stipendiary  Magistrate Page  «1 

Formerly  member  of  temperance  organization ;  present  license  law  too  complicated  ; 
opinions  differ  as  to  whether  law  properly  enforced  ;  drunkenness  increasing  ; 
license  law  only  capable  of  enforcement  when  in  harmony  with  public  opinion 
(1092-99) ;  experience  under  McCarthy  Act,  which  worked  well,  and  possessed 
excellent  machinery  ;  prohibition  desirable,  but  not  prepared  to  say  if  it  could 
be  efficiently  enforced  (1016-22). 

MURRAY,  ROBERT,  Halifax,  N.S.,  Editor  Presbyterian  Witness Page  2S5 

License  law  in  Halifax  not  enforced  (4393)  ;  enormous  unlicensed  sale  (4394) ; 
causes  of  failure  to  enforce  law  (4399,  4413-19)  ;  favours  general  prohibitory 
law  (4425) ;  capable  of  enforcement  by  proper  officers  (4420)  ;  Nova  Scotia 
generally  favourable  to  prohibition  (4430-31). 

Murray,  W.,  HaUfax,  N.S.,  Governor  of  City  Prison Page  114 

Drunkenness  among  inmates  of  jail  (1970) ;  present  law  has  reduced  number  com- 
mitted for  drunkenness  (1951) ;  provisions  of  law  not  enforced  (1983) ;  general 
prohibitory  law  desirable  (1999,  2038-39,  2078-87) ;  could  be  enforced  (2001)  ; 
eflfect  of  liquor  trade  and  drink  habit  (2064-68). 

NAYLOR,  J.,  Halifax,  N.S.,  Secretary  of  Society  for  Prevention  of  Cruelty,  Page  2SS 
Was  Inspector  under  McCarthy  Act  (4472)  ;  which  was  efltectually  enforced 
(4474-78) ;  present  license  law  not  carried  out  (4481) ;  large  illicit  sale  (4480)  ; 
improved  public  sentiment  prevails  respecting  cruelty  (4485-87) ;  license  law 
thoroughly  enforced  in  Truro  (4493) ;  open  bars  in  several  Scott  Act  counties 
(4495) ;  inefficiency  of  officers  (4496) ;  general  prohibitory  law  the  only  cure 
(4497) :  could  be  enforced  by  Dominion  officials  (4499) ;  Nova  Scotia  would 
give  large  majority  in  its  favour  (4510). 

OLAND,  G.  F.,  Dartmouth,  N.S.,  Brewer Page  25 

Owns  brewery  at  Dartmouth;  employs  15  or  20  men;  supplies  British  troops  at 
Halifax  and  West  Indies,  and  does  Provincial  and  P.  E.  I.  trade ;  sells  con- 
siderable quantities  of  liquor  in  Scott  Act  counties  (410) ;  selling  increased 
quantities  (412);  established  trade  in  P.E.I.,  while  under  Scott  Act,  and 
trade  steadily  increased  since  (419-22) ;  only  interference  was  regarding  col- 
lections, as  men  could  order  goods  and  refuse  to  pay  because  accounts  could 
not  be  collected  in  Scott  Act  counties  (424). 

PICKFORD,  ROBERT,  Halifax,  N.S.,  President  Board  of  Trade Page  96 

Considers  license  law  is  observed  in  Halifax  (1711);  effect  total  prohibition  of 
liquor  traffic  on  trade  (1716-18,  1732) ;  Dominion  prohibitory  law  not  desirable 
(1724-25);  could  not  be  enforced  (1726) ;  smuggling  would  increase  (1747); 
favours  high  license  (1728). 

PICKERING,  W.  F.,  Halifax,  N.S Page  244 

Is  member  of  City  Council ;  moved  resolution  appointing  six  police  sergeants  assist- 
ants to  the  license  Inspector  (4553-58) ;  considers  license  law  unworkable 
(45^:4-66);  general  prohibitory  law  incapable  of  enforcement  (4571-92);  com- 
pensation should  be  made  to  brewers  and  distillers  if  general  prohibitory  law 
adopted  (4570);  experience  of  Maine  law  :  liquor  sold  at  Bangor  (4578-79) ; 
violations  of  Scott  Act  (4583) ;  favours  stringent  license  law  (4584-93). 
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REID,  D.  W.  B.,  Halifax,  N.S.,  License  Inspector,  Municipality  of  Halifax.  .Page  115 
License  law  prevails  in  Halifax  County  ;  witness  receives  application  for  licenses, 
investigates  applications, reports  to  Council,  issues  licenses, visits  licensed  places, 
prosecutes  illegal  sellers  (147-50) ;  application  for  licenses  supported  by  a 
petition  signed  by  two- thirds  of  the  ratepayers  in  polling  district — signatures 
sworn  to  by  person  in  whose  presence  signed  (151,  162)  ;  two  licenses  in  force  for 
way-side  hotels,  never  more  than  seven  or  eight  for  whole  county  (163-65) ; 
no  shop  licenses  granted  now  (170) ;  30  prosecutions  yearly  for  selling  without 
license  (176-78) ;  not  much  drunkenness;  has  travelled  throughout  county 
and  not  seen  a  drunken  man  ;  marked  decrease  in  drunkenness  (1 90,  224-25). 

REID,  A.  P.,  M.D.,  Halifax,  N.S.,  Director  of  Hospital  for  Insane Page  106 

Causes  of  insanity  (1869,  1890-93) ;  intemperance  as  a  cause  (1882-4,  1873,  1889-90, 
1897-99,  1906-09) ;  patients  of  the  agricultural  class  (1894-95) ;  total  abstinence 
would  improve  morals  and  health  (1900) ;  favours  prohibition  of  manufacture 
of  distilled  spirits  (1903) ;  prohibition  could  be  enforced  (1935). 

RYAN,  J.  B.,  Halifax,  N.S.,  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures Page  TO 

Observations  regarding  operation  of  Scott  Act  ;  open  sale  in  Truro  (1380)  ;  sales 
in  King's  and  Lunenburg  counties  (1398)  ;  general  sale  outside  of  Halifax 
(1429) ;  effect  of  Maine  law  :  sale  in  Portland  and  Augusta  (1432-39). 

SAUNDERS,  Rev.  E.  M.  (Baptist),  Halifax,  N.S Page  34 

Ministers  at  Poor's  Asylum  and  works  for  Evangelical  Alliance  ;  majority  of  in- 
mates of  Poor's  house  are  there  from  drink  ;  drinking  habit  and  drunkenness 
decreased  in  Halifax  during  last  five  or  ten  years ;  cause  of  decrease — the 
Gospel  ;  educational  effect  of  legislation  not  been  very  great ;  has  travelled 
over  Maritime  Provinces  ;  Scott  Act  has  reduced  number  of  drinking  places 
when  carried  out ;  cites  examples  (584-87,  608-11) ;  lack  o^  public  interest  and 
legal  difficulties  frequently  prevent  Act  being  enforced  ;  no  doubt  of  practica- 
bility of  enforcement,  but  preponderance  of  public  opinion  must  be  favourable  ; 
strongly  supports  general  prohibition,  which  would  be  sustained  by  Baptist 
body ;  general  prohibitory  law  could  be  enforced  with  high  degree  of  efficiency 
(614-19). 

SAUNDERS,  W.  S.,  Halifax,  N.S.,  Bricklayer  and  Mason,   Secretary,  Amalgamated 

Trade  Union Page  14!2 

License  law  not  enforced  in  Halifax  (2524-31) ;  favours  prohibition  (2565-69, 
2584-88)  ;  drinking  habits  among  working  men  (2648  2665,  2684-91). 

STAIRS,  W.  J.,  Halifax,  N.S.,  Merchant Page  230 

General  prohibitory  law  against  man's  natural  liberty  (4284) ;  could  not  be  enforced 
(4286) ;  would  not  endeavour  to  regulate  liquor  traffic,  but  permit  free  sale 
(4289-93). 

STERNS,  W.  H.,  Dartmouth,  N.S.,  Book-keeper Page  225 

Prohibitory  provisions  of  license  law  carried  out  in  Dartmouth  (4196) ;  illicit  selling 
prevailed  (4197,  4201-07) ;  general  prohibitory  law  not  capable  of  enforcement 
(4200) ;  high  license  preferable  (4200). 

TRENAMAN,  HENRY,  Halifax,  N.S.,  City  Clerk Page  244 

Submits  copies  of  reports  of  City  Council  respecting  Inspector  of  Licenses,  Mack- 
asey  (4551). 

WHISTON,  Mrs.  M.,  Halifax,  N.S .' Page  247 

Member  of  the  W.C.T.U.,  which  demands  national  prohibition  (4606) ;  a  federal 
prohibitory  law  could  be  enforced  (4607-08) ;  action  of  Temperance  Union 
(4608)  ;  public  sentiment  in  Halifax  (4609)  :  effects  of  drink  habit  on  home  life 
(4611-12). 
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NORTH  SYDNEY,  N.S.,  JULY  29. 

ANDERSON,  ANDREW  L.,  Cow  Bay,  N.S.,  Mine  Manager Page  201 

Cow  Bay  under  Scott  Act ;  increased  temperance  among  miners  (3300-03)  ;  due 
to  temperance  societies  and  religious  efforts  (3803) ;  strong  public  sentiment 
in  favour  of  temperance  ;  absence  of  drinking  and  increased  prosperity  (3828). 

ARCHIBALD,  CHAS.,  Cow  Bay,  N.  S.,  Manager  of  Gowrie  Coal  Mine. . . .  Page  167 
Scott  Act  in  force  in  Cow  Bay ;  strictly  observed  (3030,  3074-80).     No  difficulty 
in   enforcing    Act  (3051);   general    prohibitory  law  would    be    still    better 
(3055,  3120) 

ARMSTRONG,  JOHN  N.,  Town  Clerk  of  North  Sydney,  N.  S Page  173 

Scott  Act  in  force  in  North  Sydney  (3145) ;  carried  with  small  vote  polled  (3150); 
drunkenness  decreased,  but  not  due  to  Act  (3153,  3253) ;  law  not  weU  observed 
(3155,  3254-56) ;  considerable  liquor  sold  (3156)  ;  efforts  to  enforce  Act 
(3175-3183)  ;  general  prohibitory  law  desirable  (3186) ;  efficient  enforcement 
doubtful  (3187). 

BERTRAM,  A.  C,  North  Sydney,  N.  S.,  Newspaper  Publisher Page  192 

Scott  Act  in  force  at  North  Sydney;  not  enforced  (358 1 ) ;  sale  in  many  places 
(3582-83) ;  spasmodic  efforts  to  enforce  it  during  ten  years  (3588-93);  decrease 
of  drunkenness  explained  by  reduced  shipping  (3594-93);  general  prohibition 
not  desirable  (3614) ;  would  not  be  effective  (3615) ;  proximity  of  St.  Pierre  a 
formidable  obstacle  (3616) ;  Scott  Act  a  dead  letter  in  Cape  Breton,  Inverness 
and  Victoria  Counties  (3624) ;  Act  not  successfully  enforced  anywhere  (3626). 

BROWN,  RICHARD  H.,  Sydney  Mines,  N.S.,  Coal  Mine  Manager Page  181 

Sydney  Mines  under  Scott  Act ;  efficiently  enforced  (3332) ;  dead  letter  before  last 
year  (3333-47);  general  prohibitory  law  desirable  (3351);  impracticable 
(3353-54);  smuggling  liquor  carried  on  from  St.  Pierre  (3355-58);  high  license 
more  effective  practically  than  prohibition  (3387-90). 

DOBSON,  GEORGE  H.,  North  Sydney,  N.S.,  Merchant Page  20M 

Scott  Act  not  enforced  at  North  Sydney,  owing  to  lack  of  public  interest  (3952-55, 
3969-71) ;  capable  of  enforcement  (3957-83) ;  prefers  to  sell  goods  to  temperance 
men  (3960-64) ;  drink  trade  injures  other  business  (3968) ;  results  of  Scott 
Act  elsewhere  in  Province  (3977-83) ;  general  prohibitory  law  desirable  (3982); 
unsuccessful  attempt  to  enforce  Scott  Act  in  North  Sydney  (3990-95). 

FORIN,  MARTIN  J.,  North  Sydney,  N.S.,  Customs  Officer Page  l^OS 

Made  several  liquor  seizures  (3838) ;  smuggling  from  St.  Pierre  (3847) ;  general  pro- 
hibitory law  might  be  enforced  by  the  Dominion  with  River  and  Harbour 
Police  (3854) ;  large  force  necessary  to  prevent  smuggling  (3855)  ;  Scott 
Act  not  enforced  at  North  Sydney  (3862). 

HILL,  THOMAS  C,  Sydney,  N.S.,  Barrister Page  195 

Sydney  came  under  Scott  Act  ten  years  ago  ;  previously  under  license  law — no 
license  is  granted  (3656-65) ;  but  liquor  sold  freely  (3666) ;  prosecutions  msti- 
tuted  and  sale  suppressed  (3670-71);  expense  incurred  caused  prosecutions  to 
be  dropped  (3672-74) ;  general  prohibitory  law  desirable  (3695) ;  could  be 
enforced  by  Dominion  officials  (3696-3767) ;  Scott  Act  a  workable  measure 
(3742) ;  has  produced  good  effects  (3769). 
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INGRAM,  JOHN  W.,  North  Sydney,  N.S.,  Merchant Page  21» 

Scott  Act  not  enforced  in  North  Sydney  (4096);  favours  general  prohibition 
(4100-15-19);  worth  trying  (4101);  capable  of  enforcement  (4119-23);  de- 
moralizing effect  of  intoxicants  (4103) ;  acts  of  violence  towards  local  supporters 
of  the  Scott  Act  (4106-08). 

JOHNSTON,  JOHN,  Bridgeport,  N.S.,  Mine  Manager Page  lOO 

Scott  Act  fairly  well  enforced  at  Bridgeport  (3529-34,  3554-61);  general  prohibi- 
tory law  could  be  enforced  with  proper  machinery  (3573-75). 

McAULAY,  DONALD,  Little  Glace  Bay,  N.S.,  Tailor Page  205 

Little  Glace  Bay  under  Scott  Act,  but  liquor  freely  sold  (3891) ;  advocates  of  Act 
became  discouraged  from  legal  complications  (3909) ;  represents  local  branch 
of  Sons  of  Temperance  (3919);  general  prohibition  could  be  enforced  by 
efficient  officers  (3920). 

McDonald,  JAMES  R.,  Cow  Bay,  N.S.,  Miner Page  200 

Scott  Act  successfully  enforced  at  Cow  Bay,  with  beneficial  results  (3930-31) ;  local 
workingmen's  association  now  want  general  prohibition  (3932)  ;  not  satisfied 
as  to  the  practicability  of  its  enforcement  (3941);  absence  of  drunkenness 
among  the  local  miners  (3947) ;  liquor  used  is  obtained  from  St.  Pierre,  (3948) ; 
effects  of  drink  habit  among  miners  (3924-28). 

McLEAN,  J.  W.,  M.D.,  North  Sydney,  N.S Page  185 

Scott  Act  in  North  Sydney  not  observed  (3406) ;  general  prohibition  would  not  be 
beneficial  (3409) ;  not  practicable  (3410) ;  Scott  Act  not  enforced  from  lack  of 
public  sentiment  (3415). 

MURRAY,  Rev.  ISAAC,  D.D.  (Presbyterian),  North  Sydney,  N.  S Page  210 

Scott  Act  not  enforced  at  North  Sydney  (4012) ;  causes  (4013) ;  difficulties  in  way 
of  enforcement  (4013) ;  difference  between  Scott  Act  and  general  prohibitory 
Act  (4013) ;  deliverance  of  Presbyterian  General  Assembly  in  1891  in  favour 
of  prohibition  (4015) ;  views  held  by  other  Christian  churches  (4025-33) ;  gen- 
eral prohibitory  law  requires  to  be  backed  by  public  sentiment  (4051) ;  effect 
of  prohibition  generally  (4054) ;  capability  of  enforcement  (4051-62,  4065-75) ; 
exclusion  from  countr}'  (4071-79). 

PURVIS,  WILLIAM,  North  Sydney,  N.S.,  Mayor Page  lOl 

Scott  Act  in  North  Sydney  has  not  done  anything  to  suppress  liquor  (2907-08)  ; 
prosecutions  successful,  but  selling  continues  (2916-28) ;  general  prohibitory 
law  would  diminish  sale  (2912-13);  not  possible  to  enforce  it  thoroughly 
(2954). 

RIGBY,  C.  H.,  Little  Glace  Bay,  N.S.,  Mine  Manager Page  ISO 

Scott  Act  in  operation,  but  not  efficiently  enforced  (3433-39) ;  general  prohibition 
desirable  (3444) ;  practicable  of  enforcement  (3445-85). 
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TRURO,  N.S„  AUGUST  2, 

ARCHIBALD,  C.  B.,  Truro,  N.  S Page  280 

Prohibitory  provisions  of  License  Law  in  force  in  Truro ;  when  Mayor,  the  Ck>uncil 
granted  license  for  two  years  (5253-55) ;  furnished  revenue  and  gave  control 
over  trade  (5256) ;  Scott  Act  and  Provincial  License  Law  followed ;  drinking 
customs  dying  out  (5264);  good  effects  from  moral sui^on  (5264,  5297-99) ; 
general  prohibitory  law  would  be  an  experiment  (5265,  5269-72,  5290-1). 

BEACH,  W.  G.,  New  Glasgow,  N.S.,  Manufacturer Page  301 

No  licenses  issued  at  New  Glasgow,  but  liquor  sold  secretly  (5741);  general  pro- 
hibition could  be  effective  only  when  supported  by  the  people  (5744-47). 

BENTLEY,  C.  E.,  Truro,  N.  B.,  Merchant Page  289 

Very  little  drunkenness  in  Truro  ;  sale  not  so  openly  conducted  as  formerly,  due  to 
more  rigid  enforcement  of  prohibitory  clauses  of  License  Act  (5466-71). 

BTGELOW,  J.  E.,  Truro,  Manufacturer  of  Aerated  Waters  and  Syrups. .  .Page  266 

Recalled ^ Page  286 

Only  manufacturer  of  this  class  of  goods  in  Truro ;  enforcement  of  liquor  law  has 
diminished  sale  of  non-intoxicants  (5021) ;  little  drunkenness  in  Truro  (5023); 
Scott  Act  not  enforced  in  Province  or  in  New  Brunswick,  and  liquor  trade 
driven  into  disreputable  hands  (5025-27) ;  in  Maine  prohibition  does  not  seem 
to  prohibit  (5035-36);  some  purchasers  of  witness'  products  prosecuted  for 
selling  intoxicants  (5053-55) ;  interference  with  liquor  trade  would  affect  his 
trade  (5058-59).  Recalled  :  Alleged  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor  (5385-86) ; 
Bigelow's  Beer  contains  extremely  small  proportion  of  alchohol  (5392)  ;  selling 
it  throughout  Province  (5398). 

CAMPBELL,  GEORGE,  Truro,  N.  S.,  Barrister, Page  292 

.  Occupied  position  as  Stipendiary  Magistrate  and  Recorder  of  Truro ;  sale  of  liquor 
in  town  (5534) ;  Scott  Act  when  in  force   did  not  work  satisfactorily  (5537). 

CLISH,  G.,  Truro,  N.S.,  President  of  Board  of  Trade Page  252 

Old  Provincial  license  law  worked  well  (4691);  six  to  ten  licenses  issued  (4693); 
Scott  Act  adopted,  and  repealed  by  its  advocates  in  favour  of  present  license 
law  (4702-04);  open  sale  of  liquor  until  recently  (4708-12);  little  drunken- 
ness, sober  and  moral  town  (4213-14);  experience  in  Maine:  liquor  sold  in 
Bangor  (4721-23,  4762-71);  general  prohibitory  law  would  not  be  effective, 
(4789) ;  compensation  should  be  granted  to  brewera  and  distillers  (4733,  4790); 
illicit  selling  and  smuggling  would  prevail   under  general  prohibition  (4791). 

CRAIG,  WILLIAM,  Truro,  N.S.,  Manufacturer Page  260 

General  prohibitory  law  would  require  army  of  officials  to  enforce  it  (4888) ;  compen- 
sation should  be  granted  to  vested  interests  (4890) ;  recent  enforcement  of 
license  law  reduced  drunkenness  (4892)  ;  experience  in  Maine  ;  sale  at  Prince- 
ton (4895-4901) ;  favours  honest  license  law  (4912). 

FRASER,  Rev.  D.  S.  (Presbyterian),  Stewiacke,  N.S Page  262 

Prohibitory  clause  of  license  law  enforced  in  Lunenburg ;  no  licenses  granted  during 
20  years  (4946) ;  favours  general  prohibition  (4949) ;  effect  of  drink  habit 
(4953) ;  submits  report  of  Temperance  Committee,  Presbyterian  General 
Assembly  (4956);  Nova  Scotia  stronglyfor  prohibition,  which  would  bo  enforced 
(4958-59) ;  opposed  to  license  (4966) ;  prohibition  in  Maine  (4972-73,  5004.) 
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FULTON,  EDWARD,  Bass  River,  Colchester  County,  N.S.,  Manufacturer .  Page  27H 
Scott  Act  in  force  in  Colchester  (5213-15)  ;  attributes  his  business  success  to  absence 
of  liquor  (5218)  ;  effect  of  drink  habit  on  employees  (5220-26) ;  reasons  why  pro- 
hibitory law  preferable  to  license  law  (5227) ;  favours  general  prohibitory  law, 
thoroughly  enforced  (5228-29). 

GEGGIE,  Rev.  A.  L,  (Presbyterian),  Truro,  N.  S Page  2»» 

Pastoral  experience  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland  (5677-83) ;  prohibition  efforts  in  Truro 
(5684);  approves  of  general  prohibitory  law  (5711-18). 

GRAHAM,  HARVEY,  Ferona,  N.  S.,   Iron  Manufacturer Page  287 

Scott  Act  successful  in  Pictou  County,  outside  of  town  (5416-20) ;  drinking  habits 
of  workingmen  (5426-29) ;  beer  drinking  (5441-46) ;  lager  beer  (5456) ; 
Hungarian  light  wines  (5456) ;  Bigelow's  beer  (5459-60). 

GRANT,  A.,  M.  P.  P.,  SteUarton,  N.  S.,   Merchant Page  291 

Mayor  of  Stellartx)n  ;  decrease  of  drunkenness  under  Scott  Act  (5515-19)  ;  favours 
general  prohibitory  law,  which  would  help  business  (5524-28).  _ 

GREENE,  W.  R,  Truro,  N.  S.,  Police  Constable Page  294 

Law  more  rigidly  enforced  recently  and  improvement  in  condition  of  town 
(5567-71). 

HAMILTON,  R.  S.  C,  Valley  Station,  N.  S.,'  Bridge  Builder Page  804 

Colchester  County  under  Provincial  license  law  :  no  drinking  (5806)  ;  will  not  em- 
ploy drinking  men ;  Nova  Scotia  Bridge  Act  forbids  contractors  permitting 
alcoholic  liquors  on  public  works  (5811-13). 

LAWRANCE,  H.  T.,  Truro,  N.S.,  License  Inspector Page  290 

License  law  thoroughly  enforced  in  Truro  lately  (5647). 

McCALLUM,  W.  D.,  Truro,  N.S.,  Town  Clerk Page  293 

Submits  statement  of  Court  convictions  (5544-47) ;  offences  connected  with  drink 
form  50  per  cent  of  cases  (5549). 

McCLURE,  F.,  Truro,  N.S.,  Barrister  and  Journalist Page  250 

Scott  Act  election  in  Truro  (4813-15-20-23);  repeal  of  Act  (4824);  difficulties  of 
enforcement  (4829-35,  4846-49) ;  further  difficulties  under  license  law  (4845) ; 
their  removal  (4845) ;  weak  points  in  present  law  (4855-56)  ;  open  sale  sup- 
■  (4861). 


McCURDY,  J.,  Clifton,  N.S.,  Farmer Page  295 

License  Inspector  for  Colchester  County,  also  sub-collector  of  customs  at  Clifton  ; 
Clifton  under  License  Act,  but  no  licenses  issued  (5585-95) ;  prosecuted  70  or 
75  cases  during  two  years  (5598-5600) ;  comparatively  successful  in  enforcing 
Act  (5610);  could  enforce  general  prohibitory  law  equally  as  effectively  as 
License  Act  (5631). 

McKAY,  J.  H.,  M.d!,  Truro,  N.S Page  278 

General  prohibitory  law  might  be  partially  enforced  (5128);  in  Maine,  open  bars 
in  Bangor  during  Fair  week  (5130-46) ;  moderate  use  of  liquor  not  harmful 
(5131);  general  prohibition  not  desirable  (5133-34);  experience  in  Paris 
(5167-75) ;  majority  of  Nova  Scotians  opposed  to  general  prohibition  (5189) ; 
prohibitory  clauses  of  License  Act  equivalent  to  prohibition  (5191-92). 

McMULLEN,  T.  G.,  Truro,  N.S Page  802 

Drinking  habits  of  lumbermen  (5766-80) ;  desirable  to  enact  general  prohibitory 
law  (5781-82) ;  could  be  enforced  (5783,  5891-93). 
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RITCHIE,  H.,  New  Glasgow,  N.S Page  2SO 

Scott  Act  well  enforced  at  Ferojjia  (5480) ;  not  so  well  at  New  Glasgow  (5481) ; 
saloons  at  Ferona  closed  by  Rev.  H.  R.  Grant  (5488-91) ;  general  prohibition 
would  be  a  further  advancement  (5498). 

ROGERS,  B.  D.,  Stellarton,  N.S.,  Merchant Page  2S3 

Inspector  under  Scott  Act  for  Pictou  County  (5313) ;  difficulties  in  enforcing  Act 
(5329-35) ;  Prosecutions  for  selling  Bigelow's  beer  (5334,  5345,  5359,  5383) ; 
Scott  Act  produced  excellent  results  (5350-56). 

ROGERS,  W.  H.,  Amherst,  N.S.,  Retired  Dominion  Official Page  2611 

Enforcement  of  Scott  Act  in  Amherst  hampered  by  legal  difficulties  (5062-64) ; 
recently  Act  has  proved  workable  and  successful  (5065-71);  difficulties  arising 
from  strangers  selling  (5072-73) ;  improvement  in  drinking  habits  (5075) ; 
general  prohibitory  law  desirable  and  practicable  of  enforcement  (5086) ; 
revenue  and  import  (5091);  Maine  law  enforced  (5095-5103-06);  high  license 
disastrous  (5110-17);  statistics  respecting  Ireland  (5119). 

SNOOK,  J.  J.,  Truro,  N.S.,  Merchant Page  2»1 

Not  much  change  in  drinking  habits  in  Truro  during  recent  years  (5502-07). 

STANFORD,  C.  E.,  Truro,  N.S.,  Manufacturer Page  !2^6 

Could  never  come  to  a  decision  respecting  question  of  enactment  of  general  prohibi- 
tory law  (5406). 

THOMAS,  D.  J.,  Mayor  of  Truro,  N.S Page  1^9 

Provincial  license  law  in  force  at  Truro,  but  no  license  issued  (4628) ;  large  illicit 
sale  (4630-31 ) ;  Scott  Act  previously  in  operation  (4638)  ;  carried  almost  unan- 
imously (4639) ;  Act  not  enforced  and  repealed  (4643-44) ;  Act  repealed  be- 
cause its  friends  deemed  prohibitory  clauses  of  License  Act  would  prove  more 
efficient  (4649) ;  such  has  proved  to  be  the  case  (4650) ;  general  prohibitory 
law  desirable  and  practicable  (4654,  4665-68,  4671-75). 


YARMOUTH,  N.S.,  AUGUST  4. 

BARNABY,  J.  N.,  M.D.,  Ohio,  Yarmouth  County,  N.S Page  ; 

Scott  Act  well  enforced  at  Ohio,  where  people  are  practically  total  abstainers 
(6474-76) ;  Act  has  checked  evil  in  Bridgetown  and  Liverpool  ;  considerable 
moderate  drinking  in  Queens  and  Annapolis  counties  (6487-89). 

BRYANT,  C.  H.,  Yarmouth,  N.S.,  Secretary,  Jackson  Iron  Co Page  841 

Scott  Act  fairly  well  enforced  at  Yarmouth  (6676) ;  prefers  temperance  men  (6686). 

BURRILL,  JOSEPH,  Jr.,  Yarmouth,  N.S Page»43 

Inspector  for  Scott  Act  in  Yarmouth  County  :  enforced  Act,  but  no  prosecutions ; 
not  much  drinking;  liquor  obtained  at  Yarmouth  (5901-15). 

BURRIIiL,  JAMES,  Mayor  of  Yarmouth,  N.S Page  305 

Town  under  Scott  Act  since  1884  ;  carried  by  large  majority  ;  no  attempt  to  repeal 
(5854-61);  Act  enforced  (5862);  liquor  sale  not  entirely  suppressed  (5886) ; 
prohibition  could  be  enforced  (5811,  5887)  ;  would  not  grant  compensation  to 
brewers  and  distillers  (5888) ;  notwithstanding  large  number  of  sailors  visi^ 
ing  port,  Scott  Act  can  be  enforced  (5930). 
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CLEMENTS,  E.  F.,  Yarmouth,  KS Page  847 

Temperance  organizations  are  part  of  political  machinery  of  country  (6792-94) 
but  those  charged  Vith  enforcement  of  law  are  not  governed  by  politics  (6795) 
experience  of  Maine  law  (6797  6801) ;  did  not  find  prohibition  there  (6797) 
Scott  Act  in  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick — its  working  (6799) ;  no  pro- 
hibitory law  prohibits  (6799)  ;  witness  tried  prohibition  on  his  steamship  line 
but  could  not  enforce  it  (6799,  6816). 

CORNING,  W.,  Chegoggin,  Yarmouth  County,  N.S Page  328 

Very  little  drunkenness  in  county ;  no  sale  in  his  locality  (5581-83). 

CROSBY,  T.  B.,  Yarmouth,  N.S ... Page  330 

Liquor  legislation  in  Yarmouth  (6634)  ;  general  prohibitory  law  would  prove 
advantageous  (6640) ;  capable  of  enforcement  in  Nova  Scotia  (6642) ;  officers 
should  be  appointed  by  Dominion  Government,  but  named  by  temperance 
people  of  counties  (6643) ;  confiscation  of  liquor  (6663-64). 

CROWELL,  Rev.  E.  (Free  Baptist),  Bandngton,  N.S Page  343 

Scott  Act  fairly  well  enforced  in  Barrington  (6724) ;  very  few  violations  ;  liquor 
obtained  from  Halifax  steamers  (6735-37) ;  Barrington  people  distinguished  by 
sobriety  and  thrift  (6739) ;  drunkenness  not  seen  (6742) ;  observed  the  work- 
ing of  Maine  law  (6747),  at  Lewiston  (6747)  ;  fairly  well  enforced  in  villages 
and  not  much  open  sale  in  larger  towns  (6749-50) ;  in  cities  enforcement 
depends  on  whether  temperance  people  are  i|i  power  (6751). 

CUMMINGS,  D.  R.,  Yarmouth,  N.S.,  Scott  Act  Inspector Page  315 

Resided  three  months  in  Yarmouth  ;  previously  at  Liverpool ;  abolished  bar-rooms 
there  (6089) ;  was  supported  by  municipal  authorities  (6094) ;  is  endeavouring  to 
suppress  sale  at  Yarmouth  and  has  diminished  it  (6104-16) ;  secret  sale  still 
prevails  (6118). 

DANE,  T.,  Port  Maitland,  N.S Page  322 

Joined  first  Temperance  Society  in  Province  65  years  ago  (6238)  ;  improvement  in 
drinking  customs  (6242-46)  ;  due  to  temperance  teaching  (6247-65). 

EWAN,  G.  A.,  Yarmouth,  N.S.,  Yarmouth  Woollen  Co Page  350 

Gives  preference  to  total  abstainers  (6855-56). 

FARRISH,  G.  W.  T.,  M.D.,  Yarmouth,  N.S Page  330 

Occasionally  sees  drunkenness  in  Yarmouth  (6428)  ;  drugs  slightly  used  as  substitutes 
for  alcoholic  liquors  (6429-33). 

FULLER,  A.,  M.D.,  Yarmouth,  N.S Page  331 

Scott  Act  better  enforced  in  Yarmouth  than  elsewhere ;  considerable  drinking  in 
•  Windsor  (6465-70). 

GARDNER,  H.,  Yarmouth,  N.  S Page  324 

Formerly  clerk  of  licenses  and  prosecutor  of  cases  under  license  law  ;  prosecuted 
cases  (6286) ;  his  property  was  burned  and  he  was  personally  assaulted  (6299). 

GAYTON,  A.,  Yarmouth,  N.  S.,  Registrar  of  Deeds Page  345 

Prefers  Scott  Act  to  prohibitory  clauses  of  license  law  (6763) ;  favours  general 
prohibitory  law  (6765-66)  ;  People  of  Yarmouth  County  strongly  favour  a 
prohibitory  law ;  Nova  Scotia  support  measures  to  suppress  liquor  traffic 
(6765-6) ;  effectiveness  of  enforcement  of  Scott  Act  varies  with  public  senti- 
ment (6768). 

GOUDY,  H.,  Town  Clerk,   Yarmouth,  N.  S Page  318 

$400  fines  paid  last  year,  principally  for  drunkenness  and  violation  of  liquor  laws 
(6159). 
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HATFIELD,  J.  K.,  Yarmouth,  N.  S.,  Shipmaster Page  335 

Large  quantities  of  liquor  sold  and  drunk  in  Yarmouth  (6523). 

HILTON,  N.,  Yarmouth,  N.S.,  Stipendiary  Magistrate Page  300 

General  sentiment  favourable  to  enforcement  of  Scott  Act  (5959) ;  thirty  cases  of 
drunkenness  last  year  (5964)  ;  no  license  in  Yarmouth,  for  half  a  century 
(5980)  ;  drink  habit  steadily  decreasing  (5997)  ;  illicit  sales  (6002-06)  ;  tem- 
perance efforts  (6020-29). 

HOLMES,  J.  W.,  Yarmouth,  N.S.,  Police  Sergeant Page  327 

Has  reported  cases  of  bottle  pedlars  (6354) ;  number  of  convictions  (6357) ;  orders 
drunken  men  home,  if  quiet,  and  does  not  arrest  them  ;  arrests  only  disorderly 
drunkards  (6361-65). 

IRVINE,  H.  M.,  Grenville  Valley,  Annapolis  County,  N.  S Page  335 

Scott  Act  Inspector  for  Annapolis  County  ;  able  to  enforce  law  with  efficient  officers 
— Act  is  working  well  (6533-41) ;  twenty-seven  prosecutions  last  year  (6546) ; 
no  liquor  sold  openly  (6554)  ;  general  prohibition  would  be  carried  (6661) ;  sub- 
mits resolution  of  Good  Templars'  Lodge  (6570). 

JOHNSON,  G.  W.,  Yarmouth,  N.  S Page  338 

Scott  Act  efficiently  enforced  in  Yarmouth  (6596) ;  prohibition  an  advantage  in 
Maine  (6604);  operation  of  prohibitory  law  (6606-12). 

KELLY,  E.  K.,  M.D.,  Yarmouth^,  N.S Page  331 

Considers  beer  or  wine  unsafe  for  drinkers,  whose  safety  depends  on  total  abstinence; 
favours  local  prohibition  (5639-43). 

McCALLUM,  A.  J.,  Yarmouth,  N.  S.,  Druggist Page  320 

No  druggist  license  necessary  to  sell  liquor  (6204) ;  was  indicted  for  selling  illegally 
(6208-12) ;  drugs  used  in  lieu  of  alcoholic  liquors  (6214-18). 

McINTOSH,  Rev.  W.  (Congregational),  Yarmouth,  N.  S Page  348 

Beneficial  results  followed  the  adoption  of  the  Dunkin  Act  in  Richmond,  P.  Q. 
(6826)  ;  Scott  Act  in  Yarmouth  more  effective ;  favours  general  prohibition 
(6839) ;  Congregational  church  almost  entirely  in  favour  of  prohibition  (6839) 

MILLER,  Rev.  E.  D.  (Presbyterian),  Yarmouth,  N.S Page  340 

Not  much  to  choose  between  Scott  Act  and  prohibitory  clauses  of  the  License  Law  ; 
license  system  will  not  prevent  illicit  sale  (6775) ;  general  prohibition  desirable 
and  enforcement  practicable  (6778). 

MURRAY,  S.  B.,  Yarmouth,  N.  S.,  Barrister Page  314 

Is  clerk  of  municipality  of  Yarmouth,  which  Ls  under  Scott  Act ;  no  prosecutions 
since  witness  took  office  (6072). 

PELTON,  S.  H.,  Yarmouth,  N.S.,  Barrister Page  31S 

Prosecuted  cases  under  Scott  Act  since  1884  ;  also  under  old  license  law  during 
24  years ;  Scott  Act  efficiently  enforced  in  county  (6173-74) ;  suggests  longer 
period  of  imprisonment  in  default  of  fines  (6175-77) ;  also  amendment  re- 
garding second  offence  (6178) ;  Scott  Act  could  be  efficiently  enforced  in  any 
county  (6186);  fails  for  lack  of  vigorous  prosecution  (6189);  temperance 
efforts  (6192-95) ;  general  prohibitory  law  could  be  more  easily  enforced 
(6200-01). 

PERRIN,  A.,  M.  D.,  Yarmouth,  N.S Page  32S 

Scott  Act  is  attempted  to  be  enforced  in  Yarmouth,  but  its  enforcement  is  im- 
possible (6391-92) ;  people  drink  (6394) ;  drugs  are  used  instead  of  alcoholic 
liquors  (6396) ;  considerable  illicit  sale  (6405) ;  recently  plenty  of  rum  over 
town  (6408) ;  general  prohibitory  law  would  not  be  successful,  but  strong 
liquor  should  be  prohibited  and  light  wines  and  beer  permitted  (6412). 
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WINSLOW,  EDWARD  B.,  Fredericton,  N.B.,  Barrister .  Page  572 

Liquor  sale  under  Scott  Act  iU3  large  us  under  license  (11090);  little  change  as 
regards  drunkenness  (11089) ;  any  improvement  due  to  growth  of  temperance 
sentiment  (11093-96) ;  people  would  not  favour  amendment  of  law  preventing 
importations  for  private  use  (11098)  ;  favours  repeal  of  Scott  Act  (11099)  ;  is 
opposed  to  popular  sentiment  and  ineffective  (11101-5,  11110-19);  little  sale  in 
rural  districts  (11114);  drinking  by  boys  (11120-30,  11133);  advocates  adop 
tion  of  license  law,  (11120)  :  the  prohibitory  law  of  1855  (1 1 127). 


MONOTON,  AUGUST  17. 

BINNEY,  J.  W.,  Moncton,  Collector  of  Customs Page  083 

City  under  Scott  Act ;  details  of  li(iuor  impoi-tati<ms  last  year  (13388-96,  13434-38, 
13454);  Act  fairly  well  carried  out,  but  large  quantities  of  liquor  sold  in  a 
numl)er  of  places  (13400-1^;  almost  oj)en  sale  (13403-4);  not  difficult  to  get 
liquor  in  country  districts  (13410);  less  apparent  drunkenness  (13430-33); 
Scott  Act  fairly  well  enforced  in  Albert  County  (13461). 

BORDEN,  ROBERT  A.,  Moncton,  N.B.,  Barrister Page  748 

City  under  Scott  Act;  no  decrease  of  liquor  sales  under  Scott  Act  (14634-36) ;  sold 
/  in  as  many  places  as  under  license  law  (14636) ;  open  sales  in  Dorchester  and 

Shediac  (14638-39);  not  much  difference  between  present  condition  and  that 
under  license  (14648)  ;  open  bars  in  Moncton  (14651-53);  doubtful  whether 
Scott  Act  capable  of  enforcement  (14657),  and  whether  majority  of  people 
favour  it  (14660)  ;  appointment  of  special  officers  a  financial  question  (14663) ; 
not  appointed  from  motives  of  economy  (14676-79) ;  sales  of  liquor  throughout 
the  province  (14686-87);  Scott  Act  or  general  prohibition  law,  if  enforced, 
would  have  beneficial  eflect  (14696). 

CAHILL,  WALTER,  Sackville,  N.  B.,  Stipendiary  Magistrate Page  712 

Scott  Act  in  force  in  Westmoreland  County  ;  pretty  well  enforced  in  Sackville 
parish  (14001) ;  illicit  sales  in  Sackville,  Westmoreland  and  Botsford(14004) ; 
temperance  increased  and  illicit  sales  reduced  (14012);  Scott  Act  assisted 
(14014-15);  Act  three  times  carried  (14023-24) ;  haa  tried  many  Scott  Act 
cases  (13975)  ;  appeal  should  only  be  allowed  to  County  Court  Judge  (13993- 
94) ;  Court  should  have  discretionary  power  regarding  distress  warrants 
(13997-98) ;  payment  of  witnesses  desirable  (14000)  ;  favours  general  prohibi- 
tory law — would  be  fairly  enforced  (14026-32). 

FOSTER,  CHARLES,  Moncton,  N.B.,  City  Marshal Page  087 

Scott  Act  in  force  in  City  :  enforced  with  considerable  success  (13479-86) ;  fines 
collected  (13487-90)  ;  convictions  for  drunkenness  (13529-32,  13552-57);  illicit 
sa  es(  13540-42,  1354  ■)-60)  ;  sales  in  rural  districts  (13543-44)  ;  published  notice 
calling  on  liquor  sellers  to  close  on  12th  July  (13591-608,  13667)  ;  difficulties 
of  enforcing  Scott  Act ;  perjury  by  witnesses  and  weakness  of  police  force 
(13612-22,  13631-32,  13639-45.) 

HAWKE,  JOHN  T.,  Moncton,  N.B.,  Journalist Page  748 

Scott  Act  fairly  successful  in  Moncton  (14573-75);  stringently  enforced  in  1888 
(14581-82);  vigorous  effort  now  made  to  enforce  it  (14585);  operation  of 
Act  largely  blocked  by  apparent  hostility  of  Judges  (14586) ;  exptnlitious  plan 
of  dealing  with  appeals  desirable  (14586)  :  special  officers  necessary  to  enforce 
Act  (14589-91) ;  prefers  to  employ  total  abstainers  (14599-603);  Westmore- 
21—65 
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land  and  Albert  Counties  favour  total  prohibition  (14606) ;  general  prohibitory 
law  desirable  (14610) ;  advantageous  to  commercial  interests  (1461 1-15) ;  Scott 
Act  votes  in  Moncton  (14617-20). 

HINSON,  Rev.  W.  B.  (Baptist),  Moncton,  N.B Page  T^S 

Scott  Act  produced  good  results  in  Moncton  (14160-62)  ;  reduced  drunkenness  and 
made  drinking  disreputable  (14162) ;  enforcement  a  partial  failure  (14162-3), 
due  to  public  sentiment,  diflSculty  of  procuring  witnesses  and  perjury  (1 4162-69); 
vexatious  litigation  (14370-72,   14215-17) ;  efforts  of  citizens  to  sustain  and 
*  enforce  Act  (14373-83,  14217-21)  ;  Canada  better  under  Scott  Act  than  Eng- 

land under  license  (14186);  The  Baptist  church  favours  general  prohibition 
(14187-96,  14199-205);  no  compensation  to  brewers  or  distillers  (14197-98); 
votes  polled  on  Scott  Act  (14237-39). 

McCULLY,  FRANK  E.,  Moncton,  N.  B.,  Barrister Page  729 

Prosecuting  attorney  for  Westmoreland  County,  outside  of  Moncton.  Considerable 
diflSculty  experienced  in  enforcing  Scott  Act,  the  obstacles  including  non-pay- 
ment of  witness  fees  or  mileage  and  low  remuneration  to  Magistrates  (14308- 
10);  Dominion  officials  should  enforce  Act  (14314-26);  speedy  trial  before 
County  Judge  should  be  provided  in  appeal  cases  (14327);  legal  difficulties 
(14346-52)  ;  illicit  sales  in  county  (14339);  secret  (14340-45) ;  general  opinion 
favours  enforcement  of  Act ;  Westmoreland  under  Scott  Act  better  than 
Kent  under  license  (14388-  92) :  smuggling  in  Kent  (14396). 

McKENZIE,  JOHN,  Moncton,  KB.,  Secretary  Sugar  Refining  Company. .  .Page704 
/  Was  Mayor  of  Moncton  for  three  years  under  Scott  Act.  Laxity  of  enforcement 
(13824-31);  investigation  and  removal  of  the  Town  Marshal  (13840);  no 
difficulty  in  purchasing  liquor  now  (13845-6)  :  improved  temperance  sentiment, 
due  to  moral  suasion  (13849) ;  Scott  Act  well  enforced  'in  rural  districts 
^  (13850) ;  much  illicit  sale  under  old  license  law  (13856-58,  13873) ;  violations 
by  licensees  (13859-61) ;  favours  general  prohibitory  law  ;  could  be  enforced 
(13875-76);  illicit  sale  now  due  to  inaction  of  officials  (13879-81);  repeal  of 
Provincial  Prohibitory  Act  of  1855  (13897-99);  secret  sale  at  Bangor 
(13931);  prohibition  in  the  North-west  Territories  (13940-43);  gross  liquor 
adulterations  under  Scott  Act  (13657-61);  if  total  prohibition  not  enacted, 
.pure  liquor  should  be  ensured  (13960);  opposed  to  granting  compensation  to 
brewers  and  distillers  in  event  of  total  prohibition  (13943). 

MEAHAN,  Rev.  H.  A.  (Roman  Catholic),  Moncton,  N.  B Page  VttO 

The  Church  inculcates  temperance  with  other  virtues  (14113-19);  Scott  Act  in 
Moncton  perfectly  disregarded  (14125) ;  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  liquor,  (14- 
132-34)  ;  would  be  a  blessing,  if  enforced  (14126) ;  worked  for  adoption  of 
Act  (14136) ;  which  has  not  worked  well  (14137-42)  ;  favours  repeal  of  Act, 
as  it  is  now  a  farce  (14144) ;  or  the  Act  should  be  strictly  enforced  (14145,- 
14154). 

POTTINGER,  DAVID,  Moncton,  N.B.,  Chief  Supt.  Intercolonial  Ry Page  TaO 

Railway  Department  has  no  rule  respecting  total  abstainers  or  moderate  drinkers, 
but  men  must  not  drink  to  excess  (14247) ;  submits  official  circulars  issued  on 
the  subject,  the  rules  are  generally  well  observed  and  work  well,  employes 
are  dismissed  for  intemperance  (14248) ;  alcoholic  liquors  not  sold  at  refreshment 
rooms  on  railway  (14251-2) ;  employees  intoxicated  when  off  duty  are  dismissed 
(14263);  decrease  in  drunkenness  generally  observed  (14267);  due  to  moral 
suasion  and  influence  of  church  and  society  (14268)  ;  considerable  quantities 
of  liquor  reach  Moncton  by  Intercolonial  (14273)  ;  Scott  Act  does  not  prevent 
employees  getting  liquor  (14283). 
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ROBB,  GEORGE  J.,  Moncton,  N.  B.,  City  Clerk  and  Treasurer Page  728 

Submits  statement  of  arrests  and  fines  from  1885  to  1892;  two- thirds  of  arrests 
were  for  drunkenness  (14293). 

STEWART,  Rev.  CHARLES,  D.D.  (Methodist),  SackvUle,  N.B.,  Mount  Allison  Uni- 
versity   Page  710 

Scott  Act  in  Sackville  produced  beneficial  results  (14052) ;  growing  feeling  amongst 
students  for  prohibition  (14061);  favours  general  prohibitory  measure  (14063- 
5,  14091)  ;  no  compensation  to  brewers  and  distillers  in  the  event  of  general 
prohibition  (14085) ;  absolute  prohibition  only  found  in  Fiji  Islands  (14086) ; 
improved  order  in  Sackville  under  Scott  Act  (14081-84)  ;  Government  officials 
should  be  appointed  to  carry  out  the  Act  (14069-79). 

THOMAS,  G.  P.,  Moncton,  N.  B.,  Barrister Page  785 

Largely  employed  to  defend  offenders  against  Scott  Act :  Act  not  enforced 
(14423)  ;  impossible  to  enforce  it  (14424)  ;  police  faithfully  endeavoured  to  en- 
force it  (14425) ;  failure  arose  from  difficulty  in  procuring  witnesses  (14429-30) ; 
Scott  Act  not  enforced  in  New  Brunswick  (14438) ;  more  places  selling  than  at 
any  previous  period  under  Act  (14439)  ;  more  selling  illicitly  now  than  under 
license  (14440-41, 11456-59,  14513,  14541-46) ;  inferior  quality  of  liquor 
(14442) ;  Scott  Act  not  better  enforced  in  Nova  Scotia ;  in  Prince  Edward 
Island  Act  not  enforced  (14439-40) ;  Scott  Act  should  be  repealed,  (14443,- 
14448)  ;  twice  as  many  places  selling  in  Moncton  as  under  license  (14467-73) ; 
general  prohibitory  law  could  not  be  enforced  (14524-28) ;  Maine  law  a  fail- 
ure (14533) ;  non-observance  at  Sackville,  Sussex,  Amherst,  Spring  Hill 
(14549-53) ;  also  in  Northumberland  and  Albert  (14560). 

WIGGINS,  Rev.  W.  B.  (Reformed  Baptist),  Moncton,  N.B Page  751 

Acted  as  Secretary  of  Citizens'  Committee  to  enforce  Scott  Act  in  city  (14701-03) ; 
statistics  of  city  crime  under  license  and  under  Scott  Act  (14707-09) ;  vote  of 
city  in  favour  of  Act  (14710) ;  beneficial  results  secured  by  Citizens'  Committee 
(14711) ;  closed  public  sale  of  liquor,  and  then  ceased  operations  (14711) ;  sub- 
mits resolutions  of  Baptist  Church  in  convention  in  favour  of  a  general  pro- 
hibitory law  (14719) ;  popular  feeling  favourable  to  prohibition  (14720-22). 

WORTMAN,  JACOB,  Moncton,  N.B.,  Stipendiary  Magistrate Page  0»7 

Scott  Act  could  be  much  better  enforced  in  city  than  at  present  (13735-42) ;  tem- 
perance people  very  lax  in  their  efforts  (13744-47) ;  illicit  sales  (13732-34)  ; 
perjury  in  Scott  Act  cases  (13723-25,  13754-57) ;  drinking  now  less  reputable  ; 
Scott  Act  made  it  more  secret  (13764-70);  juvenile  drinking  -often  due  to 
parents  (13772-74) ;  Magistrate  should  have  discretion  to  fine  or  imprisonment 
for  first  offence  (13779-83) ;  Government  inspector  should  be  appointed  (1^786- 
7) ;  apathy  of  temperance  people  (13788-90) ;  police  force  inadequate  to  enforce 
Act  (13791-92);  strangers  have  no  difficulty  in  procuring  liquor  (13803);  dis- 
appointed with  Scott  Act,  but  could  not  return  to  license  (13804-8) ;  Scott  Act 
fairly  well  enforced  in  rural  districts  (13814). 
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OHARLOTTETOWN,  P.E.I.,  AUGUST  19,  20  and  22. 

ALLEN,  JOHN,  Charlottetown,  P.E.I.,  Keeper  of  Alms-house Page  79^ 

Inmates  largely  suiffering  from  infirmity  and  old  age  (15372-79) ;  little  poverty  in 
Island  (15401-02). 

ANGUS,  ROBT.,  Charlottetown,  P.E.I.,  Manager  of  Telephone  Co Page  808 

Scott  Act  in  Charlottetown  and  county  parts  successful  ;  no  doubt  visitors  pro- 
cured liquor  and  took  it  home;  Act  diminished  drunkenness  (15623-26)  ;  in- 
creased general  sobriety,  due  largely  to  temperance  eflforts  (15627-15659)  ; 
opposed  to  a  license  system  and  prefers  present  law  (15638-45) ;  working  of 
present  law  (15644-46) ;  prefei's  Scott  Act  to  license  law  (15647-58)  ;  attempted 
enforcement  of  Scott  Act  (15663-65);  favours  general  prohibition  (15666- 
15684-85),  with  compensation  to  brewers  and  distillers  (15668-69). 

BEER,  F.  H.,  Charlottetown,  P.E.I Page  859 

City  under  Free  Trade  liquor  system,  with  police  regulations ;  Scott  Act  wa.s  pre- 
viously enforced  spasmodically  (16622-23,  16641-50)  ;  non-enforcement  of  Act 
led  to  its  repeal  (16627) ;  operation  of  old  license  law,  drunkenness  present 
(16655-57) ;  moral  improvement  due  to  Scott  Act  (16658-61)  ;  legal  dilficulties 
of  enforcement  (16671-72) ;  general  prohibition  desirable  (16676-7);  enforce- 
ment easier  than  that  of  Scott  Act  (16678);  feeling  stronger  for  prohibition 
than  for  Scott  Act  (16681)  ;  compensation  should  not  be  granted  brewers  and 
distillers  in  event  of  enactment  of  general  prohibitory  law  (16172). 

BLANCHARD,  E.  S.,  M.D.,  Charlottetown,  P.E.I.,Supt.  Insane  Asylum.  .Page  ^16 
Cases  of  insanity  caused  by  drunkenness,  very  small  f  15890-91,  15916-18)  ;  in- 
creased number  of  patients  (15892  95)  ;  Scott  Act  proved  very  ineffective 
(15898-99)  ;  favours  license  law  (15909)  ;  enforcement  of  general  prohibition 
more  difficult  in  Prince  Edward  Island  than  elsewhere  (15911) ;  impossible  to 
prevent  smuggling  (15912) ;  true  prohibition  beneficial,  but  difficult  to 
enforce  (15919) ;  impossible  on  Island  (15920-27) ;  use  of  tobacco  injurious, 
thinks  prohibition  would  be  beneficial  ("15930-32). 

BREWER,  Rev.  W.  W.  (Methodist),  Charlottetown,  P.E.I Page  S75 

Scott  Act  produced  good  effects  in  Charlottetown  (16909)  ;  when  not  enforced,  due 
to  local  causes  and  apathy  of  temperance  people  (16911)  ;  specially  interested 
in  temperance  and  social  purity  work  (16915),  among  workingmen  in  winter 
(16915)  ;  improved  conditions  from  police  activity,  backed  by  Christian  efforts 
(16929-32)  ;  Scott  Act  worked  well  at  Fredericton  and  Marysville  (16930-36, 
16974-81)  ;  prohibition  assists  moral  and  religious  efforts  (16937)  ;  injurious 
effects  of  license  law  (16940-45) ;  a  month's  drink  bill  (16945-51,  16983-90) ; 
growing  feeling  for  prohibition  (16953);  public  conscience  being  educated 
(16953)  ;  prefers  free  sale  to  license  (16955-57,  16960-67)  ;  desires  general 
prohibition  (16958)  ;  or  Scott  Act  (16959) ;  the  Divine  laws  and  moderate 
use  of  wine  (16991-95)  ;  discipline  of  Methodist  church  in  regard  to  wine  for 
Sacramental  purposes  (16996-90,  17006-10)  ;  worked  with  Committee  that 
framed  the  present  Charlottetown  law  (17001-3). 

CAMERON,  CHARLES,  Charlottetown,  P.  E.  I.,  City  Marshal Page  788 

New  law  gives  free  liquor  sale  under  police  supervision — in  force  six  weeks  (15277 
78);  abolished  back-room  sale,  reduced  number  of  places  selling  (15280-81) 
earlier  closing  (15316-17).    Scott  Act  reduced  drunkenness  (15300-01, 15324) 
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enforcement  of  Act :  powers  of  search  (15286-7) ;  sales  under  Act  (15272-3) ; 
more  places  sold  during  Scott  Act  than  now  (15319, 15346) ;  lower  class  then 
selUng  (15320-21), 

CRABBE,  S.  W.,  Charlottetown,  P.E.I Page  885 

Recalled 892 

Scott  Act  enforced  spasmodically ;  depended  on  complexion  of  City  Council ;  was 
Commissioner  under  license  law ;  some  licensees  sold  on  Sunday  and  after 
hours ;  Act  was  repealed  because  names  of  some  supporters  were  left  oif 
voters'  list ;  present  law  satisfactory  and  preferable  to  license  ;  general  prohi- 
bition, well  enforced,  would  do  good  (17072). 

Recalled  :  Votes  polled  at  Scott  Act  elections  (17188) ;  increased  arrests  of  coun- 
try drunkards  under  free  rum  (17195-202) ;  sales  under  Scott  Act  (17206-14) ; 
alleged  "hop  beer"  (17208-15). 

CURRIE,  JAMES,  Charlottetown,  P.E.T.,  Collector  of  Customs Page  804 

Been  Collector  13  years  ;  12  outports  under  Charlottetown  and  four  under  Summer- 
side  ;  submits  comparison  of  liquor  importations  for  periods  under  Scott  Act 
and  after  its  repeal  (16726-32,  16735-37,  16757-66) ;  consumption  of  Fiquor 
during  1887-88-89-90  (16736-37);  during  free  rum  period  (16768-75);  Scott 
Act  very  inefficiently  enforced  (16744-  16809);  from  insincerity  of  its  friends 
(16744-49)  ;  liquor  consumption  during  Scott  Act  period  (16778-92);  large 
importations  and  express  shipments  (16778-79,  16793).  Present  law  is  very 
good  (16793) ;  early  closing  andless  personal  debasement  (1 6793-802).  Prohibi- 
tion is  desirable,  but  people  not  prepared  for  it  (16803) ;  present  law  prefer- 
able to  Scott  Act  (16803)  ;  prohibition  would  result  in  smuggling  and  illicit 
distilling,  and  would  be  evaded  and  violated  (16803);  prohibition  in  St. 
Pierre,  Newfoundland  and  West  Indies  would  also  be  necessary  (16804-06)  ; 
severe  punishment  necessary  for  drunkenness  (16820)  ;  cannot  legislate  to 
compel  temperance  (16827^  ;  at  odd  periods  under  Scott  Act  drunkenness 
might  have  been  less  than  under  license  law  (16835). 

DAVIES,  BEN  J.,  Charlottetown,  P.E.I.,  Gentleman Page  807 

Present  liquor  law,  free  trade  with  police  regulations,  works  pretty  well ;  prefer- 
able to  Scott  Act  (15698-700,  15718-20)  ;  general  decrease  of  drunkenness, 
due  to  moral  suasion,  temperance  efforts  and  improved  education  (15691-93)  ; 
Scott  Act  not  effective  in  city,  but  beneficial  in  country  (15694-95,  15711-12, 
15726-36) ;  Act  led  to  perjury  and  excessive  drinking  (15713) ;  large  illicit 
sales  (16722-24) ;  favours  high  license  (15700,  15719)  ;  general  prohibition 
desirable  (15720,  15737) ;  but  would  not  be  enforced  (15721,  15738). 

DAVISON,  H.  M.,  Charlottetown,  P.E.I.,  City  Clerk  and  Treasurer Page  780 

Submitted  copies  of  city  reports  (15242-63). 

DAWSON,  WILLIAM  E.,  Charlottetown,  P.E.I.,  Merchant Page  828 

Was  formerly  Chairman  of  Commission  on  Licenses  (16108) ;  has  observed  working 
of  license,  Scott  Act  and  present  system  ;  Scott  Act  not  enforced  (16103, 
16142)  ;  could  only  be  enforced  by  Dominion  officials  (^16150-64) ;  experience 
with  old  license  law  (16113-27,  16191-97,  16202);  number  of  licenses  issued 
16184-86) ;  desirable  features  of  license  law  (16116  19);  increased  drunken- 
ness followed  adoption  of  Scott  Act  (16125-26) ;  the  Rlue  Ribbon  movement 
16131-34)  ;  favours  Scott  Act  or  license  law,  but  not  present  system  (16107, 
16135-6-7-8) ;  general  prohibition  desirable,  if  capable  of  enforcement  (16109, 
16171)  ;  would  require  intense  public  sentiment  behind  it  (18110-12) ;  people 
not  yet  sufficiently  educated  for  prohibition  (16170). 
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DODDS,  Hon.  T.  W.,  Charlottetown,  P.  E.  I.,  Merchant  and  Member  of  Legislative 

Council Page  S4S 

Scott  Act  did  not  diminish  drunkenness  in  Charlottetown,  but  did  so  outside 
(16432-34);  beneficial  to  country  people  (16458-61);  Act  unreliable  and  un- 
reasonable (16474-79) ;  officers  should  be  appointed  by  the  Government  (16476); 
favours  license  law  (16474);  doubtful  whether  general  prohibition  could  be 
enforced  (16461-63) ;  not  sufficient  favourable  sentiment  to  make  it  successful 
(16440);  smuggling  would  increase  under  it  (16438). 

FISHER,  Rev.  C.  G.  (Methodist),  Pownal,  Queen's  County,  P.E.I Page  7»T 

Recalled Page  8T1 

Scott  Act  successful  in  Queen's  and  Prince  Counties  (15468-82) ;  produced  bene- 
ficial results  (15487) ;  drunkenness  in  Campbellton,  N.B.,  under  license  (15499)  : 
favours  national  prohibition  (15512-13,  15519-28,  15540,  15554-8);  is  Grand 
Worthy  Patriarch,  Sons  of  Temperance,  P.E.I.  (15515) ;  position  and 
strength  of  order  (15531-36). 
Recalled  :  Produced  journals  of  proceedings  of  Grand  Lodge,  Sons  of  Temperance 
for  1891  (16836). 

FITZGERALD,  ROWAN  R.,  Charlottetown,  P.E.T.,  Stipendiary  Magistrate 

Page  7eH 

Recalled Page  835 

Acted  as  Stipendiary  Magistrate  under  license  law,  Scott  Act,and  present  law 
(14972)  ;  statistics  of  drunkenness  under  respective  systems  (14979) ;  averages 
(14980,  15060,  15064,  15067-70);  drunkenness  not  affected  either  by  license 
law  or  Scott  Act  (15002),  but  by  ruffianly  element  in  community  (1500*5-6)  ; 
present  free  liquor  system,  with  police  control,  working  well ;  has  reduced 
drunkenness  and  secured  early  closing  (15008-9) ;  difficulties  in  enforcing 
Scott  Act  (15011,  15019-21,  15035-38,  15098102);  statement  of  convictions 
and  fines  (15012,  15119);  Scott  Act  now  a  workable  measure — but  prefere 
general  prohibition,  (15028-29) ;  Government  officials  should  be  appointed  to 
enforce  Scott  Act  (15103);  City  Councillors  as  illicit  sellers  (15049-52); 
fewer  sellers  now  than  during  Scott  Act  (15079) ;  elsewhere  in  Island,  Scott 
Act  enforced  spasmodically  (15108-9)  ;  statistical  statement,  including  police 
returns  (15079). 

Recalled  :  Law  not  enforced,  licenses  issued  in  1877  (16214)  ;  Convictions  (16215- 
21);  illicit  selling  (16218-20);  treatment  of  offenders  in  jail  (16223-32); 
pre-fers  hotel  bars  to  saloon  bars  (16235-41). 

GARDNER,  CHARLES  C,  Charlottetown,  P.  E.  I Page  851 

Under  license  law,  drinking  largely  indulged  in  (16486) ;  condition  of  city  under 
license  (16486-87) ;  enforcement  of  law  (16507-12)  ;  enforcement  of  Scott  Act 
(16490) ;  liquor  easily  obtained  (16491-2) ;  causes  of  repeal  of  Act  (16494-96). 

HAVILAND,  Hon.  THOMAS  C.  Charlottetown,  P.E.I.,  Senator  and  Mayor 

Page  755 
City  under  special  Provincial  Act,  providing  free  liquor  sale  with  police  regulations 
(14735-38);  city  orderly,  few  paupers,  little  crime,  small  floating  population 
(14731-34) ;  license  law,  followed  by  Scott  Act,  and  by  present  free  trade  law 
(14741-43) ;  drunkenness  under  license  system  (14744-45) ;  increased  sobriety 
(14747,  14822);  later,  majoiity  of  City  Council  opposed  it  (14748-58);  some 
members  were  liquor  dealers  (14783,  14813-21);  repeal  of  Act  (14763-68)  ; 
free  trade  followed  (14770-71,  14790  ;  condition  worse  than  under  Scott  Act 
(14772) ;  better  than  under  license  law  (14773) ;  general  improvement  due  to 
religious  influences,  temperance  societies  and  Scott  Act  (14774-78;  Govern- 
ment officials  should  enforce  Scott  Act  (14784-89);  favours  general  pro- 
hibitory law,  could  be  enforced  (14792-93,  14951-55) ;  ten  years  of  Scott  Act 
,       (14795-808,  14899-901);  the   whole   Island    under    prohibition   (14808-12); 
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s^M^  much  drunkenness  under  present  law  (14851-56) ;  brewers  and  distillers  not 

,:v,^  entitled  to  compensation  in  the  event  of  general  prohibition  (14909);  opposed 

iv.,  to  license  law,  prefers  Scott  Act  (14928-31,  14954-56),  or  free  sale,  to  license 

i>  (14949). 

'^!'  HENSLEY,  Hon.  JOSEPH,  Charlottetown,  P.E.I.,  Judge,  Supreme  Court 

^^'  Page  822 

During  six  years  no  legal  difficulties  have  surrounded  Scott  Act  cases  (16026),  and 

^flf  Act  has  been  vigorously  enforced  (16028) ;  in  city  and  in  Queen's  County  drunk- 

j,gjl  enness  reduced  (16030);  Act  not   eflfective  when  supported  by  popular  senti- 

ment  (16033-36);  Act   throughout   province  beneficial  (16038);  illicit  sales 

/^  (16040);  general  reduction  in  drinking  habits  (16032-33)  ;  much  drunkenness 

under  license  law  (16039) ;  license  law  preferable  to  present  system  ;  defective 

*"  features  of  present  liquor  law  (16077) ;  difficulty  of  enforcing  sumptuary  laws 

■^  (16060-62);  general  prohibition  more  equitable  than  Scott  Act  (16063-65) ; 

general  prohibition  may  be  desirable  ;  not  favourable  to  such  a  law  ;  could  be 

"^ '  enforced  only  if  backed  by  heavy  vote  and  strong  public  sentiment  (16041-50, 

16070-71) ;  witness  introduced  into  Legislative  Local  Option  Act  for  school 
districts  in  Island  (16046-50). 

'^  HODGSON,  Hon.  E.  J.,  Charlottetown,  P.E.L,  Master  of  the  Rolls Page  778 

Known  city  under  license  law,  Scott  Act  and  present  system ;  formerly  acted  in 

''  Queen's  County  for  liquor  trade,  and  in  King's  and  Prince  Counties  for  tem- 

perance interest  in  liquor  cases  ;  in  Charlottetown,  Scott  Act  was  an  unmixed 

^  evil  (15147);  increased  drinking,  perjury,  and  produced  blackmailers  (15148- 

49) ;  in  counties  where  backed  by  public  opinion  Act  proved  very  beneficial 

'  (15148),  as  in  King's  and  Queen's  ;  drunkenness  in  Souris  (15148)  ;  person- 

ally opposes  Scott  Act  in  urban,  but  supports  it  in  rural  districts  (15154, 
15177-79);   present  Charlottetown  system  should  provide   for  inspection  of 

""  liquors  (15155-58)  ;  prefers  License  laws  (15159-61)  ;  general  prohibition  l)est 

method,  but  impossible  to  enforce  (15171  to  15202)  ;  public  opinion  not  ripe 
for   it   (15202) ;   prohibition   countries,    Fiji    Islands   and  Turkey    (15235)  ; 

"  Scott  Act  deliberately  repealed  (15190-92)  ;  much  illicit  sale  under  it  (15187- 

89) ;  a  complete  failure  (15198-99);  favours  local  option  in  country  districts 
and  high  license  in  towns  (15200-01). 

HOGAN,  M.P.,  Charlottetown,  P.E.I.,  Lumber  Dealer, Pago  872 

Scott  Act  not  well  enforced  in  Charlottetown,  because  opposed  by  half  the  com- 
munity (16837)  ;  liquor  given  for  votes  in  favour  of  Scott  Act  (16838-42, 
16892-97);  drunkenness  not  decreased  under  Act,  and  would  not  favour  re- 
enactment  (16846-47,  16890) ;  attempts  to  enforce  law  led  to  perjury  (16848); 
Government  officials  might  have  proved  more  efficient,  but  thorough  enforce- 
ment impossible  (16857) ;  opposed  to  general  prohibitory  law  as  impossible  of 
enforcement  (16861-63);  favours  stringent  license  law  (16867,16869-70); 
opposed  to  present  system  (16868);  supported  Scott  Act  when  first  submit- 
ted (16878),  but  not  from  conviction  (16868-79) ;  less  drinking  because  less 
money  in  Island  (16880)  ;  temperance  societies  and  churches  aid^  temperance 
sentiment  (16881-82)  ;  lived  at  Sandusky,  Ohio,  where  high  license  worked  well 
(16888-90)  ;  drink  trade  has  not  affected  his  employees  (16901-4). 

KELLY,  JOHN,  Charlottetown,  P.E.L,  Commission  Merchant Page  ^55 

Enforcement  of  Scott  Act  did  not  abolish  liquor  sale  (16540)  ;  illicit  sale  (16542) ; 
present  system  no  worse  than  license  (16543);  prefers  license  law  ( 16544- 
16564);  working  of  old  license  law  (16504);  Scott  Act  works  injuriously 
(16582-90);  increased  drunkenness  and  more  places  selling  (16594-604); 
public  opinion  against  Act  (16615-21) ;  would  prefer  general  prohibition,  if  it 
could  be  enforced  (16592) ;  but  enforcement  will  not  arrive  early  (16593). 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1032  ROYAL  COMMISSION  ON   THE   LIQUOR  TRAFFIC. 

MAcKEIfZIE,  Hon.    A.  B.,  Charlottetown,  P.E.I.,  Member  of  Provincial   Legislative 
Council Page  S38 

Scott  Act  made  trade  disreputable  (16249-50);  preferable  to  present  law  (16257, 
16329-43) ;  present  law  in  some  respects  works  well  (16258-60) ;  feeling  in 
favour  of  Scott  Act  (16286-96);  question  of  enforcement  (16269-71);  might 
be  adopted  advantageously  (16301) ;  oppos-^d  to  license  on  principle  (16261-2) ; 
favours  total  prohibition — would  prove  difficult  of  enforcement,  but  not  so  more 
than  revenue  laws  (16263-67,  16320,  16324-28) ;  described  action  leading  to 
adoption  of  present  system  (16382-83) ;  declined  with  other  Legislative 
Councillors,  to  give  Charlottetown  a  license  law  (16411). 

McAULAY,  Rev.  ALEX.  (Roman  CathoUc),  Charlottetown,  P.E.I Page  881 

Scott  Act  was  not  enforced  in  Charlottetown  (17015);  because  majority  consid- 
ei-ed  it  an  irrational  law  (17015) ;  officers  did  little  to  enforce  it  (17015) ;  Act 
did  not  promote  temperance  (17016,  17055-60) ;  compares  Scott  Act  with  free 
rum  period  (17016);  the  Act  fostered  many  abuses  (17016),  including 
perjury,  deceit  and  immorality  (17017);  trade  passed  into  hands  of 
low  people  (17017);  one  cause  of  Scott  Act  being  adopted  was  a 
temperance  wave  (17019);  efforts  of  temperance  societies  (17019-20);  Act 
requires  moral  sentiment  of  people  behind  it  (17020) ;  moderate  use  of  alcoholic 
liquors  not  an  evil,  only  their  abuse  evil  (17021);  favours  strict  license  law, 
(17023a,  17030-2) ;  effects  of  the  drink  ti-ade  (17026-29) ;  general  prohibition 
could  not  be  productive  of  good ;  could  not  be  enforced  and  would  be  an 
irrational  law  (17033-40,  17045-50) ;  voluntary  prohibition,  if  reached  by 
moral  suasion,  beneficial  (17041-54)  ;  oppased  to  re-enactment  of  Scott  Act 
(17061-63,  17067-8);  Act  better  enforced  in  rural  districts  (17065);  pi-esent 
system  better  than  Scott  Act  and  has  proved  beneficial  (17069-70). 

McDOUGALL,  E.,  Charlottetown,  P.E.I.,  Liquor  Dealer Page  88B 

Engaged  20  years  in  liquor  business.  Scott  Act  did  not  suppress  liquor  sales,  but 
they  have  increased  since  Act^s  repeal  (17077-81)  ;  non-enforcement  due  to 
public  apathy  (17082) ;  closed  his  grocery  and  liquor  establishment  when  Act 
came  into  force  (17083,  17112) ;  subsequently  reopened,  being  importuned  by 
customers,  and  sold  liquor  (17085-87,  17162-63)  ;  gayged  public  opinion  :  when 
strong  against  the  sale,  shut  down  and  afterwards  open^  (17096-98);  very  many 
more  places  selling  during  Scott  Act  period  than  under  license  (17101-03)  ; 
more  drinking  than  under  license  (17105-07);  brought  in  his  liquors  duty 
paid,  and  they  were  not  included  in  Island  return  (17107-11,  17113-15);  pre- 
fers a  license  law  (17136,  17152-53);  working  of  license  law  and  action  of 
licensing  board  (17144);  no  trade  restrictions  required  when  people  are 
educated  (17153-61) ;  cannot  have  total  prohibition  (17165). 

McKINNON,  ALEX.,  Chariottetown,  P.E.I.,  Iron  Founder Page  80S 

Scott  Act  enforced  vigorously  and  indifferently,  according  to  efforts  of  citizens 
(17229-33);  prefers  to  employ  total  abstainers  (17234-43);  improvement  in 
drinking  habits  partially  due  to  Scott  Act  (17244-52);  general  prohibition 
would  produce  good  effects,  if  well  enforced  (17252) ;  could  be  enforced 
(17261-62);  the  drink  trade  a  curse  (17253-54) ;  drunkenness  under  license 
(17263-68)  ;  opposed  to  license  system  ;  prefers  present  law  (17156-59). 

MORRIS,  THOMAS,  Charlottetown  Royalty,  P.E.I Page  »H^ 

Is  partner  in  brewery  and  engaged  in  liquor  business  ;  sold  liquor  wholesale  during 
Scott  Act  period,  and  as  much  beer  as  now  ;  liquor  sales  not  increased  since 
repeal  of  Scott  Act ;  formerly  called  his  beer  "  hop  beer  " ;  now  makes  it  a  little 
stronger ;  general  prohibition  could  not  be  enforced  (17073). 
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NASH,  SAMUEL  C,  Charlottetown,  P.  E.  I.,  Collector  of  Inland  Revenue. .  Page  810 

Submits  statement  of  importation  of  spirits  (15758) ;  also  statement  of  product  of 
brewery  on  Island  (15764-72) ;  people  are  steady  and  sober;  Scott  Act  did 
not  change 'drinking  habits  (15777-82);  illicit  sale  because  authorities  are 
unsupported  by  people  (15784-85)  ;  general  prohibitory  law  could  not  be 
enforced  (15790-91) ;  there  would  be  illicit  manufacturing  and  sale  (15792- 
811);  also  smuggling  (15826);  flagrant  and  open  violations  of  Scott  Act 
(15836-37) ;  prohibition  over  the  Island  (15849-66) :  consumption  of  liquor  in 
provimce  (15867-85) ;  favours  license  law  (15838). 

NEWBERY,  ARTHUR,  Charlottetown,  P.E.I.,  Assistant  Provincial  Secretary. 

Page  827 

Two  license  vendors  under  Scott  Act  (16081-4);  Act  did  not  work  satisfactorily 
in  Charlottetown  (16087) ;  due  to  public  feeling  against  it  (16088) ;  decrease 
in  drunkenness  under  Act,  but  initiated  customers  could  obtain  liquor 
(16090-2);  would  favour  license  law  if  carried  out  (16093) ;  would  prefer 
general  prohibition,  if  thoroughly  enforced  (16094);  submits  statement  of 
vendors'  licenses  (16099). 

QUIRK,  JOHN,  Charlottetown,  P.E.I.,  Baker Page  897 

Formerly  member  of  City  Licensing  Board.  Scott  Act  has  produced  good  results  ; 
diminished  public  drunkenness,  but  not  drinking  (17280-94) ;  educated  peo- 
ple to  be  perjurers  (17309) ;  prefers  Scott  Act  to  license  law,  but  present 
system  is  still  better  (17295-307) ;  general  prohibition  would  be  beneficial, 
but  difficult  of  enforcement  (17300-01). 

REDDIN,  JAMES  H.,  Charlottetown,  P.E.I.,  Barrister Page  801 

Favours  present  system,  free  trade  with  police  regulation  (15572-74,  15577) ;  more 
conducive  to  temperance  than  Scott  Act  (15609) ;  Scott  Act  in  city  was  no 
prohibition  to  drink  traffic  (15564-69,  15591)  ;  license  system  desirable  (15592) ; 
not  much  drunkenness  in  Charlottetown  (15388-89);  little  drunkenness  in 
country  districts  (15597) ;  total  prohibition  alone  would  only  prove  eflFective 
(13611-12) ;  could  not  be  enforced  in  cities,  only  in  rural  sections  (15613-14). 

ROSS,  Hon.  JAMES,  Mount  Stewart,  P.E.I Page  880 

Scott  Act  in  force  at  Mount  Stewart  for  ten  years  ;Jworked  well  during  past  six 
months ;  beneficial,  materially  and  morally  ;  prefers  present  law  to  license  ; 
general  prohibitory  law  would  be  a  benefit,  and  could  be  as  well  enforced  as 
Scott  Act  (17074). 

SIMPSON,  Rev.  JAMES  (Church  of  England),  Charlottetown,  P.E.I Page  7»4 

Recalled Page  894 

Liquor  sold  freely  under  Scott  Act  in  Charlottetown  (15407)  ;  not  much  drunkenness 
in  city  (15415) ;  true  remedy  for  intemperance  is  religious  influence  on  indi- 
vidual (15417) ,  combined  with  pledges  for  short  periods  (15418-19) ;  opposed 
to  re-enactment  of  Scott  Act  (15427,  15439) ;  present  system,  with  few  amend- 
ments, would  prove  eflfective  (15438) ;  wine  for  sacramental  purposes  (15432- 
35) ;  does  not  favour  general  prohibition,  unless  it  could  be  enforced  (15436) ; 
could  not  be  enforced  (15437,  15447-49,  16455).  Recalled.  Visited  Sweden 
and  inquired  into  working  of  Gothenburg  system  (17219);  it  worked  exceedingly 
well  and  reduced  drunkenness ;  submits  copy  of  letter  written  by  "  Anglicanus  " 
an  English  Clergyman,  describing  system,  filed  (17220-21,  17225) ;  increased 
drinking  in  Charlottetown  under  free  rum,  compared  with  previous  year  under 
Scott  Act,  due  to  six  elections  being  held  (17222-25). 
21—66 
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WRIGHT,  M.  H.,  Charlottetown,  P.E.I.,  Manufacturer Page  S18 

Workingmen's  habits  steadily  improving  ;  no  more  drunkenness  under  free  sale  than 
under  Scott  Act  (15941) ;  present  system  better  than  old  license  law  (15942- 
43) ;  opposed  to  license  on  principle  (15945-6, 15977-81) ;  the  State  should  pro- 
hibit the  liquor  traffic  (15947) ;  prefers  total  abstainers  as  employees  (15953-63, 
15992-96) ;  large  illicit  sales  under  Scott  Act  (15970-75) ;  difficulties  of  enforce- 
ment  (15985-91);  only  enforced  for  limited  time  (15998-99,  16003-04, 
16017-19). 


SUMMERSroE,  P.E.I.,  AUGUST  24. 

HUNT,  RICHARD,  Mayor  of  Summerside,  P.E.I Page  900 

Scott  Act  in  force  :  carried  and  since  endorsed  by  people  ;  law  not  in  force ;  open 
illicit  sales  (17349-54),  in  several  places  (17557-64) ;  drunkenness  rare 
(17359) ;  conditions  changed  and  improvement  in  drinking  habits  (17360-61) ; 
sales  by  legalized  vendors  under  Scott  Act  (17365) ;  no  prosecutions  during 
present  year  (17375) ;  late  Inspector  under  Act  now  on  police  force  (17378-83)  ; 
the  enforcement  question  before  the  electors  (17386-87,  17395-97);  people 
satisfied  with  present  degree  of  enforcement  (17398-412,  17502-11,  17524-26)  ; 
statement  of  fines  (17406-23) ;  submits  statement  of  five  years  operation  of 
Act  (17432) ;  restricted  liquor  sale  (17437) ;  favours  general  prohibition 
(17438-41,  17528-29) ;  Scott  Act  enforced  except  in  two  towns  (17445)  ;  sales 
at  Alberton  and  Tignish  (17447)  ;  results  of  the  old  license  system  (17340)  ; 
law  worked  well  (17753)  ;  local  option  clause  was  enforced  (17755) ;  very  little 
poverty  in  community  (17562). 

GILLIS,  JOHN  R,  M.  D.,  Summerside,  P.  E.  I., Page  950 

Scott  Act  fairly  well  enforced  at  Summerside  (18513) ;  should  be  enforced  by  Dom- 
inion Officials  (18516-18537-38)  ;  less  drinking,  but  due  to  change  of  social 
conditions,  not  to  Act  (18524-27)  ;  opposed  to  general  prohibitory  law  (18530) ; 
could  not  be  enforced  (18530);  people  would  use  other  stimulants  (18531) ; 
consumption  of  patent  medicines  increased  (18531);  quantities  of  liquor  pre- 
scribed (18545-64,  18578-95). 

GOFF,  THOMAS,    Summerside,  P.E.I.,    Police  Constable Page  931 

Acted  as  constable  during  six  years  in  town,  under  Scott  Act ;  much  liquor  sold 
in  many  places  (17986-93) ;  more  stringent  enforcement  possible  if  public 
sentiment  behind  Act  (17997-99  18047-50);  peaceable  condition  of  town 
largely  due  to  Act  (18002-6);  good  effects  (18013);  worked  well  in  rural 
districts,  sales  in  Prince  County  confined  to  Alberton  and  Tignish  (18017-21). 
Summerside  under  license  (18024-39) ;  sales  in  country  districts  before  Scott 
Act  adopted  (18068).  ' 

GOURLEY  JAMES,  Summerside,  P.E.  I.,  Town  Clerk Page  935 

Scott  Act  well  enforced  in  town  (18081-95);  favours  any  law  to  suppress  drink- 
ing (18102). 

McDonald,   Rev.  JOHN  (Roman    Catholic),  Miscouche    and    WeUington,  P.E.I. 

PageO^^S 
Scott  Act  well  enforced,  no  liquor  sold  in  parish  (18458-60) ;  advocates  moral  sua- 
sion backed  by  restrictive  legislation  (18462);  favours  total  abstinence,  (18463)  ; 
Scott  Act  not  enforced  at  Summerside,  (18466) ;  not  supported  by  public  sen- 
timent (18467) ;    strong  sentiment  in  country  districts  favourable  to    Act 
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McDonald,  Rev.  John — Contimued. 

(18467-70.) ;  local  option  as  easily  enforced  as  Scott  Act  (18470-71);  lack  of 
enforcement  due  to  public  sentiment  failing  to  sustain  Act  and  ineffective 
machinery,  (18475-82);  opposed  to  general  prohibitory  law  (14489-93,  18495- 
500) ;  but  supports  local  option  (18493) ;  favours  rigid  license  law  (18504). 

McQUARRIE,  NEIL,  Summerside,  P.E.I.,  Stipendiary  Magistrate Page  923 

Filled  present  position  since  1885;  hears  all  Scott  Act  cases;  submits  statement 
of  convictions  (17862-69);  drunkenness  decreased  (17865) ;  liquor  sale  curtailed 
(17959) ;  previously  acted  as  counsel  in  Scott  Act  cases;  most  illicit  dealers 
driven  out  of  business ;  illicit  sales  limited  almost  to  Tignish  and  Alberton 
(17880-81) ;  buyers  as  well  as  sellers  should  be  prosecuted  under  the  Scott  Act 
(17885-86) ;  prosecutions  for  selling  Schenck  and  hop  beers  (17892-93) ;  fines 
more  effective  than  imprisonment(17906-l  1, 17965-69) ;  religious  and  temperance 
effoi^ts  (17929-30) ;  illicit  selling  in  Summerside  (17931-41) ;  attempted  enforce- 
ment by  officers  (17943-52,  17976-78);  charges  against  the  licensed  vendor 
(17953-54) ;  Scott  Act  is  class  legislation  (17979-80) ;  no  other  law  so  openly 
violated  (18981). 

ROGERS,  DAVID,  M.  P.  P.,  Summerside,  P.E.I Page  »51 

Opposed  to  licensing  the  liquor  trade  (18415-16) ;  Scott  Act  fairly  well  enforced 
(18424)  ;  difficulties  of  enforcement  (18425-32) ;  town  ticket  for  more  strin- 
gent enforcement  defeated  at  municipal  elections  (18435-43);  favours  general 
prohibition  (18447-9) ;  decreased  drunkenness  (18453);  due  to  Scott  Act  and 
temperance  efforts  (18454-5). 

ROGERS,  BENJ.,  Alberton,  P.E.I.,  Merchant,  Member  of  Legislative  Council. 

Page  »44 
Scott  Act  not  well  observed  at  Alberton  (18279-82) ;  well  observed  in  rural 
districts  generally  (18283) ;  improved  condition  of  people  due  to  Act  (18286-87) ; 
difficulties  of  enforcement  (18296-99) ;  license  law  more  easily  enforced 
(18304-5) ;  but  Scott  Act  produces  better  results  (18306) ;  favours  general  pro- 
hibition (18307,18384,18387,18401) ;  could  be  enforced  (18308-10);  no  com- 
pensation to  brewers  and  distillers  (18402-03);  opposed  to  license  system 
(18314-15,18334-41)  ;  liquor  traffic  affects  general  trade  injuriously  (18316-23); 
high  license  not  successful  (18329-30);  general  feeling  in  country  districts 
favourable  to  prohibition  (18368) ;  could  not  accept  license  principle  and 
would  prefer  free  liquor  (18373-84) ;  sale  by  licensed  vendors  in  rural  districts 
(18394-99). 

SAUNDERS,  C.  D.,  Summerside,  P.E.I.,  Licensed  Vendor  for  Prince  County,  Page  012 

Recalled : Page  939 

Prince  County  under  Scott  Act ;  held  office  six  years  ;  formerly  vendor  under 
McCarthy  Act ;  received  present  appointment  from  Provincial  Government  ; 
keeps  stock  of  alcoholic  liquors ;  imports  from  St.  John,  Halifax,  Montreal  and 
Glasgow  (17586) ;  statement  of  sales  for  1891  and  1892  (17590-95);  present 
stock  on  hand  (17597) ;  sales  mainly  in  country  villages  (17603)  ;  bulk  of  sales 
comprise  spirits  (17604-7);  submitted  prescriptions  for  sales  (17612); 
samples  of  prescriptions  (17613-26,  17640-53) ;  no  report  of  sales  made  to  Pro- 
vincial Government  (17630-32  ;  law  fixes  quantity  as  minimum  sale,  but  not 
maximum  (17653-54) ;  prescriptions  exceed^  ^vq  thousand  in  two  years  (17667); 
illicit  sales  interfere  with  vendor's  profits  (17693-98) ;  importations  last  fall 
(17709-20);  keeps  no  register  or  books  (17719-30) ;  endorses  on  prescription 
quantity  supplied  and  files  order  until  it  is  completely  filled  (17732-49);  some 
orders  for  beverage  purposes  (17762-63) ;  cover  enormous  quantities  ;  received 
many  bogus  orders,  but  refused  to  fill  them  (17765-808) ;  voted  for  Scott  Act 
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Saunders,  C.  D. — Continued.  '^ 

when  adopted  (17815) ;  would  repeat  the  vote  (17874) ;  when  appointed  licensed 
vendor  belonged  to  two  temperance  societies  (17817-20)  ;  the  societies  helped 
him  to  get  position  under  McCarthy  Act,  and  individual  members  aided  him 
in  securing  present  appointment  (17822) ;  was  afterwards  expelled  from  socie- 
ties (17820-25);  fills  orders  from  men  holding  prescriptions,  but  who  do  not 
send  them  to  vendors  (17826*35,  17844-7) ;  some  prescriptions  marked  "  repeat  " 
(17840)  ;  present  system  not  promoting  temperance  (17858). 

Recalled. — Personal  explanation  of  cause  of  expulsion  from  temperance  society 
(18172-83). 

STRONG,  CHARLES  W.,  Summerside,  P.E.I.,  Collector  of  Customs Page  999 

Marked  improvement  in  town  under  Scott  Act  as  compared  with  license  (18121- 
23,  18164-65);  illicit  sale  (18125) ;  statement  of  liquor  importations  (18126- 
33,  18143-47);  measures  against  smuggling  (18134-35);  general  prohibitory 
law  favoured  by  province  (18166-67);  woiild  not  injure  general  business 
(18162);  no  compensation  to  brewers  and  distillers  in  the  event  of  general 
prohibition  (18159). 

STRONG,  WILLIAM  G.,  Prince  County,  P.E.L,  High  Sheriff Page  »41 

Largest  number  of  prisoners  in  jail  for  breaches  of  Scott  Act  (18223) ;  advocates 
amendment  to  make  purchaser  equally  liable  with  seller  (18229);  greater 
number  of  convictions  from  Alberton  and  Tignish  (18237);  illicit  sales  in 
Summerside  (18244-45);  general  prohibitory  law  desirable  (18262);  could  be 
enforced  (18263-4). 
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